THE. | 

NEW and COMPLETE 

BOOK of MARTYRS, 

O AN 

Univerfal Hiftoiy of Martyrdom: 

^ BEING 

FOX's BOOK of MARTYRS, 

Revifed and Corrected, with Additions and great Improvements. 

CONTAIN I c NO 

Not only a New, Copious, Complete, Univerfal and Authentic Account of the Lives, Actions, Cha- 
racters, Trials, Religious Principles, Sufferings, Tortures, arid THUtnpharit Deaths, of the 

ENGLISH PROTESTANT MARTYRS, 

In the REIGN of QUEEN MARY the FIRST, 

But alfo a Genuine, Full, and Circumftantial Hiftory of all thti rriany dreadful and cruel. Persecutions agajnlt the 
Church of Christ, in all Parts of the World, by Papifts, Pagans, Jews, Turks, and Others, 

From the very EARLIEST AGES of the CHURC.H, to the PRESENT PERIOD. 

Comprehending the Life, Meritorious Sufferings, and Martyrdom of our B'efled Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, with the Martyrdom": 
of the Apoftles, Evangelilts, Difciples, and other Primitive Martyrs.— And including the TEN GREAT PERSECUTIONS, under 
the ROMAN EMPERORS, and many other Particulars undes'he following GeneraPHeads : ' 



An Ecclcfiaftical Hiftorv of the Perfections in Pcrfia, under Sapores : 
and the Perfections under the Arian Vandals.— The horrid Perfections 
under the Papacy; particularly the Martyrdoms of the Waldcnfes and 
Albigcnfes in France.— The Perfections in Germany and Poland— 
The Cruelties exercifed in Bohemia and Lufatia.— The Martyrdoms in 
Italy.— The (hocking Barbarities praaifed by the Inquifitions of Spain, 
Portugal, Goa, &c. and the Popifh Perfections of the Proteftants 
during the Mauacre of Paris.— Afull Account of all the Englifh Martyr- 
doms, particularly thofe in the Times of King Henry VIII. and Queen 
Mary I. wherein are amply difplayed all the Butcheries, Tortures, and 
Cruelties exercifed by the Roman Catholics againft the Proteftants, in 
the Reign of that tyrannical King and bloody Queen. — The Perfec- 
tions of tlie Quakers, ^-^Perfections in the Weft of England by 



JUiiCE JsfntEvs.— Perfections in Holland, Flanders, Scotland, StCi 
— The bloody Ififh Maffacrc.— The great Spanilh Invafion. — The 
dreatir.il Fire of London— The mocking Gunpowder Plot.— The hcn> 
rid Confpiracies in 1678-^The barbarous Murder of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey, and the Defigns df Perkins, Friend, and Fenwick, for the, 
Re^eftabliihment of Popery, and the Extirpation of Proteftamifm. — The 
Martyrdoms of the Mlffionaries in China— The Perfections in the Eaft- 

Indies— The Barbarities exercifed in America The Cruelties praftifed 

on the Chriftians of Abyffinia and Georgia.— The late Perfections in 
France againft the Calas Familv— Alfo the final Eftablifhment of the 
Reformed Religion in the various Protcftant Countries— With a great 
Number of other. Cruelties exercifed againft the Chriftian Martyrs, not 
related in any other Work of the Kind. 
Together with the MARTYRDOMS of 
The FAITHFUL and VIRTUOUS in the firft Ages of the World : the Perfections of the Maccabees by-the Greeks, 
of the Hebrews by the Egyptians j arid of the Children of Ifrael by the Fhiliftines, and other barbarous Nations. 

Throughout this Work will he Wtcrfperfcd Accounts of feveral lingular Judgments againft Pcrftcutors, .a great Variety of Original Anecdotes, the Letters 
which paflid between the Martyrs, Letter. fr.>m Bilhop Bonner, an a other Papifts, to the MagiltHIes, ire. concerning -the Methods of IndiSment and Treatment, 
1 ranflations ot Popifl. Bulls, and other Deeds ot BcltruElion, levelled againft- tlie Protectants, i„ England, Scotland, Ireland, &c. &c. i'uitablc Notes and practical 
'jOHt^' * M ™ y cl,r * ous Lives and Memoirs j ,0 which wUl be added, .an Account 6f the Lift and Death of the original 
THE WHOLE FORMING AT ONCE 

A General Chriftian Martyrology, and Complete' Hiftory of Perfections. 



THE WHOLE ORIGINALLY COMPOSED 

By the Rev. Mr. JOHN EXLX, M. A. formerly of Magdalen College, Oxford/ 

And PREBENDARY in the CHURCH of SALISBURY; And 
of '"?h°.T ™ d Imf ™. cd ' wi * mI , n r additional Articles .relating to the Arts and Monument, of the Church, not to be found In any other Publication' 

»^o^h^^K?f^ foU» C W?r°i!. ot'-hi-Sni"" 0bft-mir rf l ">t^'S'. and Tedioufnefs of D/ition, as well as that impe.-refi Brevity and Cohcifepef,, which have 

By PAUL WRIGHT, D. D. F. S. A. 

met with univerfal Approbation, as the beft and molt perfectly complete Work, of the Kind, for the Uie of all Chritl.an Families. W ' 

Embellished vith a great Variety of COPPERPLATES, representing He various Modes of cruelly torturing the Christian Martyrs for their Constancy. 



L O M D O N: • 

Printed for ALEX. HOGG <& Co. at the Kinc's-Arms, No. iO, Paternoster-Row. 

ByM.ALt.ttr, Patornofter-Row. 



P R E F A C E, 



WE can with Truth affirm, that the A&s and Monuments of the Glorious Protestant Marty ns is a 
Work worthy of a Place in the Hearts as .well as Libraries of All ferious Christians. FOX's 
COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS has been long Recommended by Proteftant Divines of every 
Denomination ; and among the public Teftimonies which have appeared from Time to Time, in favour of this 
valuable Work, are the names of a Toplady, a Whitfield, a IViftey, a Madan, a Hill, a Ryland, and many other 
Minifters of the Gofpel, extracts from whofe Letters arc printed on the other fide. 

The Lives and Sufferings of the Holy Martyrs may be confidered, by every candid Perfdh, as a ftrohg pre- 
fumptive Evidence for the Truth of the Chriftian Religion; for it is impofflble that fo many thoufands, of both 
fexes, of all ranks and profeffions, rich and pdor, learned and fimple, fhould at fuch diftartt times and places 
have confpired, as it were, againft their own lives, to eftablifti a faith, of whofe truth they were not full 
convinced. The greateft enemies to Chriftianity cannot deny but that there have been thoufands, among the 
fufferers for the truth of .Chrift's Doctrine, who were Very competent judges of the degree of evidence offered 
in fupporc of it, and fufficiently independent to be influenced either by rewards or threats. Many of them 
were alfo fufficiently learned to inquire into the liability of the Scripture proofs brought to prove Jefns Chrift 
robe actually the expected faviourof mankind, which entirely fets afide the adverfary s plea againft fomefew, 
who they fay were ignorant weak people, who took their faith upon the credit of others. We know, on the 
contrary, from the following hiftory, that men of the ftrongeft fenfe, and brighteft parts, were converts to 
chriftianity; and having once believed from conviction, arifing from a fair examination of its internal and ex- 
ternal evidence, were too honeft and impartial to deny what they had openly profefled to believe. 

There is a wide difference between an intemperate, mifguided zeal, which nifties into perils without fufficient 
reafon, and that calm and fteady courage which meets danger with temper, when unavoidable. Our Saviour 
himfelf gave an example of this prudential conduct, by oftentimes retiring from imminent danger: and he 
gave it as a charge to his firft followers, " When they perfecute you in one city, flee to another." So that 
the Holy Martyrs, thofe brave men who unavoidably fealed the teftimony of the Gofpel with their bloodj 
following their bleffed mailer's advice, cannot be ranked with rafli and hot-headed zealots. 

The progrefs of Popery has fo greatly increafed of late, that there is how an abfolute ncceftity for ufing every 
effort to fupprefs fuch dangerous and contagious principles, and to exert ourf elves, and carry into execution 
every means that can be concerted for promoting the caufe of Protellantifm ; and furely nothing can be a better 
means to Item the torrent of Popery, than a publication of the following work. 

From the tenets of the Holy Martyrs we may acquire the principles of the chriftian religion, from their 
morals we may learn how to live, from their fortitude how to fuft'er, and from their deaths how to die. 

Let us therefore, take example, in various ftations of life, from the integrity and refohitionof thefe departed 
brethren in Chrift; and as a noble conduct is praife-worthy, let us be ready, in whatever fenfe our Lord re- 
quires a lacrifice, to go and do likewife. 

We think it needlefs here to give a tedious detail of all the particulars) which will be contained in this im- 
portant undertakihg; but it may be neceflary to obferve to our Readers, that this work will not (like feveral 
imperfect publications on the fubject) be a trifling fumrhary of mere names-— not.an inaccurate index or life- 
lefs abridgement— not a crude indigefted compendium — but a full and complete edition of FOX's ORIGINAL 
BOOK of MARTYRS, including the Christian Martyrology, from themoft early age of perfecution to the 
prefent time; and containing a difplay, and fuller account than has hitherto been publiftied in any book of the 
idnd.of the Lives, Religious Principles, Cruel Pirfecutions, Sufferings, Tortures, and Triumphant Deaths, of all 
thofe faithful Chrijlians and.godly Martyrs, whofe conftancy was tried for the truth of the Gofpel, and who 
have fealed their laiih in our moll holy religion with their Blood. 

This work is well calculated to ferve the Proteflant Caiife. It will teach us how to conquer fin, our grand 
perfecutor : to make our appetites and palTions Martyrs to our Duty, and hence we may learn, that there is not 
any thing fo difficult, but we may overcome through divine help. We have the fame caufe, the fame-Lord 
and Mailer on our fide, the fame recompence of reward to encourage us; and having fo great a cloud of zvit- 
neffes, let us prefs forward, and the fame heaven will be our portion for ever. 

Protestant Families! read, value, and recommend this Book of Martyrs to your friends and connections; 
which, next to the Bible, will be the moll valuable legacy you can leave to your children ; for herein you will 
find exhibited not only the characters of the beft men, but thofe noble principles which enabled them to brave 
the feveieft tortures which Popi/h Cruelty and Pagan Barbarity could invent. We here fee thofe mournful trage- 
dies that have been acted in our own country, upon our own countrymen; and here, as in a glafs, we fee, re- 
fined from all corruptions of popery, &c. that pure religion of Jefus Chrift, which we are in duty bound to 
propagate, and leave uncorruptcd to our deareft pollerity. 

In thefe monumefts of our illuftrious Martyrs, we behold difplayed, as they are in the Articles, Homilies, 
and Liturgy of the eftablilhed Church, thofe efJential, fundamental principles, to which the Church Was re- 
formed, and for which her glorious Martyrs were burned. We here.mect with a mbft valuable general hiftory 
Of the Church; and will hence be convinced, how much it Is our duty to check, by fuch a publication, the 
infidelity and the immoralities of the prefent age. 

Ministers of God's Holy Word ! wifti this publication fuccefs in the name of the Lord. What doctrine 
has Popery not corrupted? Whatbranchof worftiip has Popery not peryerted and 'defiled? What law of God 
has Popery not trampled on and defpifed? Call to mind the horrid fc<?nes exhibited by her. bloody perpetrators 
of cruelty. In this New and Complete BOOK of MARTYRS, you will find them faithfully related. Aflift 
then, we entreat you,: it's, diffufion j that fo, by our united efforts, it may prove mighty, through God, to 
ftrengthen the Proteliant faith; and to prevent the leaft encroachments of thofe erroneous fentiments, and thofe 
human inventions, that were artfully framed only to enflave us in time, and deceive us for eternity. 



PAUL WRIGHT, Editor. 

A 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THIS WORK. 



TO THE PRINTER AND PUBLISHER. 

SIR, 

IT was a laying of the famous Dr. South, that *' Popery is not only the word religion, but the greateft evil 
that can pombly corrie into any country." The contents of the following fheets furnilh us with ample proof 
of this. The Acts and Monuments of the Christian MARTYRS, written by JOHN FOX, a man of 
rare and excellent endowmentSj both natural and acquired, I molt heartily recommend to perfons of both fexes, 
and of every condition in life. As the author lived at the time when the bloody fcenes herein related were ex- 
hibited, and his integrity, learning and piety, are equalled by few, (by none exceeded) the credibility of his 
teftimony can be called in queftion only by thofe, whofe intercft or principles lead them to efpoufe and promote 
the caufe of Popery. 

Lick Chapel. MARTIN MADAN. 

SIR, 

IT gives me unfpeakable pleafure, to find, that youdefigntofepublifh Fox's Marlyrology, which I confider 
as a faithful and judicious compendium of the moft valuable and ecclefiaftical hiftory extant in our language, 
and a work eminently calculated to difplay, and to guard us againft the principles and the fpirit of Popery; — • 
to perpetuate the holy lives^and faithful teflimonies and .the triumphant deaths of thofe evangelical worthys; 
who refilled error, even unto blood;— to exalt the flandard of Christ; — to exhibit the loving-kindnefs of 
the Holy Ghost, who gave fuch grace and power unto men ; and to ftand as the beft commentary on thofe - 
ineftimable truths, which (through the good hand of God upon us) (till continue to fhine in the Liturgy, Ar- 
ticles, and Homilies, of our Established Church. 

I wifh this performance much fuccefs, in the name of the Lord. May its diffufion be very extenfive, and 
its ufefulnefs very great. May it prove mighty, through God, to make the Proteftant Churches in general, and 
our own National Church in particular, rcmemler from whence they ar-e fallen: ftir them up to doctrinal and 
practical repentance t and bring them back to their firjl principles, and to their firjl works! — With this Prayer, 
breathed from the inmoft of my heart, 1 remain, Sir, 

Your affeiftionate well-wilher. 
Orange-Street, Leiceftcr-Square. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY. 

I AM glad to hear you propofe re-printing FOX'S BOOK of MARTYRS: it will, no doubt, be received with 
great acceptance, and very chearf'tilly encouraged by all who have any fenfeof the excellency and glory of that 
religion, for which the noble worthies of which it fpeaks, fuffered and died. It has ever been efteemcd one of 
the moft invaluable treafures of human production: it is its own beft recommendation; and it need only be 
known in order to be admired by all who are happily poffeffed of the power and fpirit of the religion of the 
bleffed Jefus. I pray God it may be the means of increasing the highly- favoured number; and am, 
Your humble Servant, 

South-Street, Grofvenor-S quote. CHARLES DE COETLOGON. 

SIR, 

AS I think the BOOK of MARTYRS fhould be in every body's hands, it gives me pleafure to hear of its 
being re-publilhing. I truft it will be the means of reviving that fpirit of genuine Chriftianity which 
infpired the noble Martyrs in thefc lands, and of uniting the hearts of God's children in thefe decifive times, to 
the fupport of their one common caufe, and in love to one another. 

If you think my name can in the leaft promote the reading of that valuable work, you are welcome to make 
ufe of it j and I am, Sir, Your very humble Servant, 

Swallovt-Street. JOHN TROTTER. 

THE BOOK of MARTYRS was well calculated to ferve the Proteftant caufe, againft the Su perstition and 
Cruelty of the Church of Rome. The Editor deferves the thanks of all ferious Proteftants, for his 
labour in making fo valuable a book eafily attainable. Your humble Servant, 

Fetter-Lane. JAMES WEBB. 

SIR, 

I Heartily join in recommending FOX's BOOK OF MARTYRS to the perufal of every Proteftant family 
and all Englifh readers. 

Eagle-Street, Red- Lion-Square. ANDREW GIFFORD. 

SIR, 

XHE exceeding great value I entertain for the doctrines of the Reformation makes me dteem the prefent 
general departure from them, a circutnftance not a little to be lamented : 1 therefore moft heartily concur 
the other refpectabk Gentlemen, whofe names you have fent me, in Recommending the BOOK of MAR- 
TYRS ; in which not only the characters of the beft of men are moft excellently fet forth, but alio thofe noble 
principles which enabled them with fuch uncommon patience to bear the utmoft barbarity which tyranny and 
Popery could invent. 1 am, Sir, your friend and fervan'r, 

" 1 L ROWLAND HILL. 

SIR, 

NO book in the world is fo well adapted to difplay the cruel and blood-thirfty fpirit of Popery in the moft 
ftriking light as the BOOK of MARTYRS : and this part efpecially'is fuited to an Englifh reader: he is- 
not here led up to the times-of Nero, of Diockfian, or to the martyrdom ofPblycarp-, Ignatius, Cyprian, but he 
is fhewn the bloody tragedieaa&ed in his own country, and upon his own countrymen: here you fee that great 
and amiable fcrvant of Goi>, lord Cobharo, hung up by the waift, over a dreadful fire, and roafted alive 1 Here 
you fee ah Hooper burned at Gloaeefter, in fo cruel a manner, that his ribs fly open, and you behold his heart 
beating with life, in the midft of the flames.— Here you fee that neither the accurate learning of a Ridley, the 
godly fimplicity of a Latimer, nor the diftinguifhed benevolence Of a Cranmer, can be any protection from 
f he outrageous fury of Popery. I am. Sir, your fimccre friend and fcrvant, 

Northampton. ' JOHN RYLAND. 

SIR, 

HISTORY being calculated to eatch the attention of perfons of all ranks, many, who cannot without forae 
reluctance fit down to read other ferious publications, will, We truft, eafily be prevailed upon to read that 
ufeful and intcrefting HISTORY contained in FOX's BOOK of MARTYRS j and as the attentive-perufal of 
it cannot foil being followed with good effect, 1 therefore feel a peculiar pleaftwe in recommending the fame to 
fober, fenfible and icligious perfons of every defcription. 

Jewin-Street Chapel, T. PRIESTLEY, 

London. Author of the Evangelical Explanation of the Bible. 

London: Primed (by Aflignmeni from V.Griffith, Succeltor to H. TRAi>i>)f'or Alex- Hooo,nt No. 16, I'atcrnifter-Rtw. 
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Revifed and Corre£led 5 with Additions and great 'Improvements. 
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BOOK I. 

CONTAINING 

A New/ Copious Complete, wd Univerfal Hiftory of the Lives, Adts, Monuments, Trials, 
Perlecutions, Sufferings, arid Triurripharit Deaths of the 

PROTESTANT MARTYR S 4 

During the Reign of Mary -the First, commonly called, On Account pfhv Superstition, B^tr/, 
Perfecuting Spirit, BloOd-v Queen Mary. 



INTRODUCTION: 

Being a Preliminary Difcourfe, giving an Account of the principal Errors, Rites* Cetcmoriies, and 
Superfiitipus Practices, of the Romish Church. 




5 EFORE we enter upon thofe blood* 
~! : tragedies that wore adted in England 
.during the tyrannical reign of queci 
Mary', we ihink it neceffiry, efpeci:\H> 
for the information of the.ounger part 
of our readers, to give an account of 
the main errors, fupcrftitious ceremonies, and human 
inventions, of the Romifli church ; in abhorrence of 
which, the firft Reformers and bleffed Martyrs, who 
made the /acred fcriptures their fole guide, feparated 
irom that church, and refilling popifh idolatry, even 
unto death, foaled the facred truths of the everlatting 
.goipel with, their precious blood. To attempt a formal 
refutation of the various abfurdities belonging to the 
Roman Catholic religion, would be forcign to the dc- 
Jign of this work, and afford little entertainment ; 
we ihall hou ever felect thofe that are more material, 
and prove that they are mere effects of human inven- 
tion, by contrafting them with. palTtgcs taken from the 
word of God, thu only true rule by which'* e can pof- 
■fibly judge in all matters, of revealed "religion. TJie 
Rom.ijh ehureh affirms, that out of her communion 
ithere is no falvation ; ytft. they receive, profefs, and 
.teach, as the. true catholic faith,, the following (trange, 
unfcriiptural,.and inhuman maxims,. :tenexs, and cawial 
.t>l>fttvanccs. . • -• 

Tradi tions.] The church of Rome .hawing .de- 
prived the laity of the Bible, fuhftitutes in it's Head 
apdftolical and ccclefiafticar ■ traditions ; ;and • obliges' :| 
.-.her.difciples to .lulmit.jfor truth whatever flic teaches.; 
.them: but what do the holy fcriptures fay ? ♦• Whvj 
.sio yc iraiugrcfs the. commandment pf Grid .by .your i 
traditions ?". Matt. xv. 3. 9. &c. They alfo command f 
.us" to call no man matter (in fpiritual concerns}; ', 



to try the fpints ; and .to beware of falfc teachers." 

Prayers and D. vi n e Service in Latin] The 
Roman Catholics will not interpret the fcriptures, 
oth'erwife than according to the fenfe qf holy Mother 
Church, and the pretended unanimous content of he 
fathers ; they aflert alfo, that .the fcriptures .ought not 
to be read publicly, nor indifferently by all ; and that 
the common people .may be cnfjav.ed .by .grofs igno- 
rance, they perform public wx>rfhip in .ah unknowa 
tongue, contrary to the rule laid do.wn by the apoftle, 
" That all things fhould be don to edification." St, 
Paul fays, " If I pray in an unknown tongue, xny.fpi- 
rit praycth, .but my underftanding is unfruitful." And, 
writing -to Timothy, .he .reminds him, . that .".from a 
child hatt thou kno.wn .the .fcriptures, w,hich ate atefe 
to make thee .wife unto falvation, .through. faith, .which 
is in Chrift-Jcfus.*' 

•Sevkn SACRAMENirsJ Two only were .iattirutcd 
■ by Ghritt, to -which thciKomifh cb,urch Jias wadded S.ic 
more, making' in .all Teven, . neccfiaxy to faiv.atioj3, .name- 
ly, the -Eircharilt, -Bapulm^.ConrlrrnatiQn, Penance, 
Ivxrrerae: LLrnftion, Orders,. and iMatrimqny. ;£o - thofe 
.t.wo which Cnr.i<ft inttituxed. ifhe has added a mixture ,©f 
-her owji . inventions ; :fan.in. the -'facrament of. bapiifjen, 
.fhe.ufes fair', .oil, or.-fpitde j .and in..therfacrameot .ef 
the Lord's Supper,'. the laity have only, the. bread. i^Jroi- 
niftered fo-»hcni ;..and.cven - not that , after, the .manner 
.ord;unbd by Chritt, who.br.oke.rhe. bread and.,gave. jt j>o 
his-drfcipies ; iuffvad of.w.hich, .rhe church, of •Homs.ad- 
.tn i 1 titters tot her members notilbiead, .but.a.vvBfer,.AOjJ 
th;it not .hrqke, but- put wholcby-.tbe :priett . inip .trie 
.mouths' of the toramiinicants.. ' "TJiefe wa£$i$- ftut tftoafjer 
.than thofe'-rriade-for lrie pricfts, .«iho,.' with ^hj5m».dj"jhJC 
the ficramcntal wine alone, to vt-h.ch ti e. r ft of the. 
£ congregation 



INTRODUCTION. 



bleffed Lord, who. faid, " Drink ye all of this," 
&c. Matt. xxvi. 27. • _ . . 

The Mass. ] Roman Catholics believe it to be a 
true, proper, and propitiatory .facrifice, and therefore 
call's ijpj the, Sacrament of thfc Altai-.; whereas the death 
of Oririft was ia full and complete facrifice, ",in which 
he hath,"6y brte offering, perfedted for ever them' that 
are fancYified. He himfclf is a priett for ever ; who, 
being raifed froth the dead, dieth no more; and who 
through the eternal Spirit, offered himfelf without fpot 
to God." See St. Paul's cpiftle to the Hebrews, Chap, 
ix. and x. It was on account 3f this grofs abfur- 
dity, ana ihe irreligious application of it, that our firft 
reformers fuffered, and fo many were nut to death in 
the reign of queen Mary. 

Tran substantiation.] Roman Catholics pro* 
fefs, that in the moft holy facrament of the Lord's fup- 
per, there 'is really\.arid fubftantialiy, .the' body and 
blood, together with -the foul and divinity of Chrift; 
and that the whole fubftance of the bread is turned into 
his body, and the whole fubftance of the wine into his 
blood 5 which conversion, fo contradictory to our fenfea, 
they call Tranfubftantiation,. but at the faros Jimejhey 
affirm, that under either kind or fpecies only, one 
whole, entire Chrift, and the true facrament is re- 
ceived. But why are thofe words, " This is my body, '* 
to be taken in a literal fenfe, any more than thofe con- 
cerning the cup? Our Saviour fays, "I am- the true 
,vine; I am the door." St. Paul fays, " Our fathers 
drank of the' rock that followed them, and that rock 
•was Chrift 5" and, writing to the Corinthians, he afiirms, 
that " he had fed them with milk." Can thefe paf- 
fages be taken literally ? Why then muft we be forced to 
interpret our Saviour's words in a literal fenfe, when 
the meaning is both clearer and more natural, when 
taken in a figurative one? " Take, cat; thus, in like 
manner, fhall my body be broken for you, for the.re- 
mifiion of fins. This cup reprefents the figning of the 
New Teftament with my blood j and as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew fonh the 
Lord's death till he come," 1 Cor. xi. 23, &c. 

Purgatory.] " This, they fay, is a certain place, in 
which^ as in a prifon, after death, thofe fouls,- by the 
prayers of the faithful, are purged, which in this life 
could not be fully cleanfed j no, not by the blood of 
Chrift : aiid notwithstanding it is aiTerted in the fcrip- 
' rures, that '* if we confefs our fins, he is faithful and 

• juft to forgive us, and tocleanfe us from all unrighteouf- 
,.nefs," 1 John i. 9. This place of purgatory is in the 

power of the pope, who difpenfes the indulgence, and 

• d'»-ec~ts the treafury of his merits, by which the pains are 
. mitigated, and the deliverance hafteried. For the tor- 
merited fufferers, in this ideal inquifition, his monks 
and friars fay mafies, all of whom muft be paid for their 
trouble ; becaufe, No penny, no pater- nofter ; by 

. which bubble the church of Rome amaffes great 
wealth. 

Idolatrous and Creature-Worship.] In all the 
. Romifh worfhip, the bleffed virgin is a principal ob- 
ject of adoration. : She is., filled queen of Heaven, lady 
of the world, the only hope of finncrs, queen of angels, 
. patronefs of menj advocate for finners, mother of mer- 
cies ;. under which titles they defirc her, by the power of 
a mother/to command her Son. In fome prayers, rhey 
invoke God to bring -*hem to heaven by the merits and 

- mediation of the virgin Mary and all her faincs, and that 
-..they may .enjoy perpetual foundnefs both of body and 

mirfd, by her glorious interceflion. • Hence it might be 
' imagined by apapift, that the facred writings were full 

of encomiums on this pretended mother of God ; where- 
•' As, bn the contrary, we do nbrfind Chrift in any . part of 

- fcripture called the Son of Mary, nor that he at any time 
calls her mother; and when the woman cried,' "Bleffed 

" is the womb that bore thee, and the paps that thou haft 
fucked "Yea, (returnsour Lord) ratherbleffed arc they 
that-hear the word of God, and keep it " Nor does bur 
:'. 'SaVKSur own any relation but that; of adifciple ; for when 
' 'Jiis rrfother and brethren flood without.jdefirin'g td fpeak 
with hijn/ JefUs ahr«-tred/^Who' ari -rhy mcttheTf'and 



my brethren ?*' And looking round upon his difciples, 
he faith, "Behold my mother and my brethren; for 
w-hofoever fhall do the will of my Father who is in hea- 
ven, the feme is my brother, fifter, and mother." Of 
the like ftrain are alfo their prayers to other faints and 
angeki-by which they derogate from the honour of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jefus Chrift, and transfer his offices 
toothers; though the Scriptures exprefsly affert, there 
is but one mediator between God and man, who is fuf- 
ficently able to deliver and fa ve, to the uttcrmod, ail 
who by faith come unto him. Nor muft we omit un- 
der this head the idolatry of the mafs, in the elevation of 
the hoft, tb which"thc poor deluded people kneel down, 
and which they, vyhateyer their artful priefts pretend to 
the contrary, folemnly adore and worfhip, agreeable to 
an exprefs article of their creed, and the command of 
one of their popes, who enjoins that the hoft is to be 
worfhippedru La/era, whereby^the fecond commandment 
is infringed, which the Romifh church have endeavour- 
ed as much as po'ffible to fupprefs, and in many of their 
little manuals they leave it quite out. 

Papal Sovereignty.] This is politically fupported 
by a pretended" Infallibility;' Auricular 'Confeffion, 
.founded upon the.pxieft:s._power to forgive fins; indul- 
gences; Pretended Relics; Penance; Pardons; Strings 
of Heads, for Ave- M:irys, and Paternofters ; Celibacy; 
Merits and Works of Supererogation ; Reftridtions ; 
Monkifh Auftcrities; Religious Vows and Orders; 
Palms,; Candles; decorated Images; Incenfe; Holy 
Water, or (as Mr. Fox in the preface to his third vo- 
lume, more properly calls it) Conjuring Water ; Chrif- 
tening of Bells ; hallowed Flowers and Branches ; Agnus 
Dei ; Oblations 5 Confccrations ; with a variety of other 
devices, tricks, and impofitions ; to which may be ad- 
ded certain • . , . 

Ludicrous Forms and Ceremonies. ] At the fcaft 
of Chriftmas, in commemoration of the nativity of our 
bleffed Lord, Roman Catholics have exhibited in their 
churches a cradle, with an image of an infant in it, 
which is rocked with great fceming devotion ; and on 
Good-Friday they have the figure of our Saviour on the 
crofs, andihen they perform the fervicc which they call 
theTenebrefs ; having abundance of 'lighted candles, all 
of which they extinguifh one by one, hereby celebrating 
the darknefs at the time of our Saviour's crucifixion : 
after which the body is taken down from the crofs and 
put into a fepulchre, and men ftand to watch it j- with 
more of the fame childifh mummery that' might'- be 're 
lated, as if the Son of God came down from 'heaven to 
furnifh men with a fubjeftfor dramaticreprefenration. 

Strange and Cruei. Maxims.]. Papiftsihold, that 
heretics (for fo they call the proteftartts) may not be 
termed children, or kindred. 1 

By the herefy of the father, the child is freed from all 
obligations of natural obedience. 

When a chriftian king becomes an heretic, his fub- 
jects arc forthwith freed from their allegiance. 

It is not lawful for chriftians to tolerate any king, who 
draweth his fubjects into.herefy. 

They ought to endeavour to depofe him, and fct up 
another in his* place. 

They ought to expel him, the kingdom as the enemy 
of Chrift. This is the undoubted judgment of the molt 
learned, and agreeable to apoftolic truth. 

Faith is not to be kept with heretics, and papifts may 
have a difpenfation, for the- breach of oaths, or any .fecret 
practices againft them, for the good of the Romifh 
church; and it is lawful to torture, burn their. bodies, 
or otherways kill them, for the good of; their fouls. .- - 

Now the above fcherrie. of popery, if duly attended' to, 
will convince every unprejudiced mind^jthat a mixture 
of pagan ifm and judaifro, abfurdity am, idolatry," run 
throughout the whole, and, that it is a crafty defign'-to 
cflablifh a dominion over the confeiehces, . perfons, and 
properties, of it's deluded profeffors ; yet all thefe fall'e 
doctrines, and irreligious practices, the wretched (laves 
of papal tyranny are obliged to fwallow down • and to 
doubt' of one finglc iota is, according to; the pried, 
damnable ; for, fays a Roman .Catholic, at the clqfc of 
h is creed. '• . 
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I acknowledge the Holy Catholic and Apoftolic ' Roman 
church to be the mother and mijlrefs «f all' churcbts. ; and I 
promt fi and /wear true, obedience to the pope of Rome who 
■is Chrijl's vicar, andfucceffbr toSt. Peter, the prince of the 



I alfo, zvithout doubt, receive and profefs all other things de- 
livered, defined, and declared by the /acred canons and coun- 
cils, efpecially by the holy fynod oj Trent j and all things con- 
trary to them, zvith all herefies, condemned, rejefled, and 
curfed by the church, I likewife rejeil, condemn, and cttrfe. 

. Laftly. This, true Catholic Faith, without which no man 
can be faved, which at prefenl I freely hold and profefs, 1 
will (by God's help) conjlantly retain and confefs, entire and 
■inviolable, to my lateft breath, and take care, to the uimofl of 
my power, that the fame Jhall be taught, held, and prof effed 
by all under me, and whofe care /hall belong to file in my of- 
fice i fo help me God, and the holy Evangelijls. 



■ Having thus given an acoourir.of the notorious cor- 
ruptions and abufes which the Romifli church has in- 
rroduccd into, her complex fyftem of abfurdities: and 
idolatries, we proceed to give a full and faithful difplay 
of the intolerant, cruel, and dreadful bloody fpirit of 
popery, as exemplified in the persecutions, fufferings,. 
and maryrdoms, of .the perfevering, holy, conftant, and 
now blcffed martyrs. Our general defign is, to open- 
the eyes of the lukewarm, to confirm weak and . unlearned 
chriftians in their mod holy faith, and to guard all who 
profefs the faith of Chrift; from the ftratagems of .thofe, 
who feek to draw them from; the fimplicity and truth of 
the.everlafting gofpel ; and we fubmit the whole to the 
judgment of the candid reader, imploring that divine 
bleffing, which is necefiary to crown our labours, and- 
every . fpiritual attempt, with fuch fuccefs, as may re- 
dound to the glory of God, ;and the eternal welfare of 
all our fellow Chriflians. 



C H A P. I. 

The ACCESSION of QUEEN MARY, and the various ALTERATIONS in RELIGION, TROUBLES 

STATE, and PERSECUTIONS in the CHURCH, that happened in ENGLAND, after her CORONATION, 
; and in the Firfl Tear of her REIGN. ' 



the 



THE Roman Catholics afferr, (and what will 
■they not fay to-colour over their inhuman prac- 
tices, and bloody deeds?) " That all tliofc who fuf- 
'fered death, during the reign of Queen Mary, had been 
adjudged guilty of high treafon, in cbnfequence of 
their having flood up in defence of lady Jane Grey's 
title to the crown." To difprove this is no difficult 
matter, feeing every one, converfant in hiftory, muft 
know, that thofe who are tried on the ftatute of the 25th 
of Edward I. Chap, 26, are to be hanged and quarter- 
ed; but with, what afiurance can even a Papift affirm, 
that ever'a man in England was burned' for high trea- 
fon ? We admit, that fome few fuffered death in the 
ordinary way of procefs at common law, for their adhe- 
rence to lady Jane ; but none of thofe were, burned. 
' Why, if they were traitors, take them before the bifhops, 
who have no power to judge in criminal cafes? : Nay, 
allowing the bilhops to have had power to judge, yet 
their own bloody ftatute did not give them power to 
execute; otherwife, why werethey obliged to certify to 
the chancellor, that the accufed perfon was a heretic, 
before they could obtain a warrant for his execution ? 
The proceedings againft the martyrs are ftill extant, 
and they were carried on directly according to the forms 
pfefcribed by their own ftatute. We thought it ncccf- 
' iary to premifc thus much, that our Britilh youth may 
not be led away by popiffi infinuations ; for if you will 
but confider, they "will be convinced, that thepopilh af- 
' fertiori is falfe. There was not one of thofe who were 
' burned in England, ever accufed of high treafon, much 

• lefs were they tried at common law. And this (houid 
teach young perfons to value a hiftory of transitions in 
their own country, particularly of their Blefiod Martyrs, 
in order that they, may beableto dctccT: the fallhoods ad- 
vanced by Romifli priefts, and their numerous emiflaries. 
Having faid thus much, by way of caution, we fliall, 

' without farther prefAce, enter upon the narrative, which, 
'as we have promifed, fliall be a New and Complete 
' History of the Acts and Monuments of our glorious 
Martyrs. 

During the time that king Edward VI. was afflicted 
by a long illnefs, a marriage was provided, concluded, 
and folemnized in the month of May, between the lord 
Guildford, fon to the duke of Northumberland, and 

• the lady Jane, daughter of the duke of Suffolk : whofe 
"mother, being then alive, was daughter to Mary, king 
' Henry's fecond After, who was firfl married to the 

French king, arid afterwards to Charles, duke of 
Suffolk. The- marriage being confummated, and the 
' king growing every day worfe, he was prevailed upon to 
; fet ..afide, by his laft will and tertament, his two lifters, 
•Mary -and Elizabeth, and to leave .his, crown to lady 
Jane, the duke of Suffolk's daughter! - 

To this order fubferibed all the king's council, and 



the chief of the nobility, the lord mayor and city of 
London, and almoft all the judges and principal law- 
yers of the realm, except juftice Hales of Kent, a true 
proteftarit; and upright judge, who; having given his 
conferit to the lady Mary's being queen, -would upon 
no account therefore fubferibe to ti-.e lady Jane. How- 
he was rewarded for his'integrity by Mary, will be fcen 
in the fequcl. But the objections made by others in the 
realm againft lady Mary's reigning We're, becaufe they • 
feared (he would marry with a foreigner, and by that 
means entangle the crown ; and it was generally be- 
lieved, that flie would bring in the pope, and quite alter 
the religion, ufed both in the days of her father king. 
Henry, and in thofe of her brother Edward VI. Which 
•afterwards came to pafs. 

What gave rife to this conjecture, was the great flub- 
bomnefs flic (hewed and declared in her brother's days, 
as evidently appears from thofe "letters that pafled be- 
tween her, king-Edward, and the council. Not long 
after this,' through the violence of his illnefs, that moft: 
hopeful prince, Edward VI. departed this life; imme- 
diately after whore, death, lady Jane Gray was, by the 
confent of the nobles, proclaimed queen, in London and 
other popular cities, and was there fo acknowledged and 
called. 

There was little difference in age between this young 
lady, and king Edward; but as' to learning and know- 
• ledge of the ianguages.'fhe was not only equal, but fuperior 
to him, having had the advantage of a man of molt ex- 
cellent learning for her tutor ; and had her fortune been 
■ equal to -lick- fine wit and education, no doubt (he would 
have been ' comparable, not only to the moft eminent 
among women, but even to men of the Uni'verfity, who 
had taken feveral degrees there in the fchools. 

In the mean time, while thofe things were upon the 
anvil, and working in London, lady Mary, having re- 
ceived advice of her brother's death, wrote to the lords 
of the council in the ftile and manner following. 

The Lady Mary's Letter to the Lords of the Coun- 
cil, claiming the.Crown .upon her Brother's Deceafe. 
My Lords, 

E greet -you Well, and have received fure adver- 
tisement, that 'our deareft 'brother the king, our 
fbvereign lord, is departed to God's'rriercy, which 
news how woeful they be unto our heart; he only know- 
eth, to whofe wilPand pleafufe"we muft and do humbly 
fubmit lis and our- wills'.; But in this 'fo lamentable a 
cafe, that is-to wir, riow ; aftcr his' majefty's departure and 
death,coiicerning thecrown and governance of this rialrh 
of England,- with the title of France, and all things 
thereto; belonging, what' hath been provided by act of 
•parliament,' aijd the' teftarherir -and laft will of our deareft 
father, befides other circurnftances advancing our right. 
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you know, the realm/and the whole world krioweth, the 
roll:* and recordsappear by the authority of the king out- 
laid father, and the king our faid brother, and the fub- 
jects of this realm ; fo that we verily truft, that there is 
no good true fubject that. is, can, or would pretend to be 
ignorant thereof : and of our part we have of ourfelvcs 
caufed, and, as God fhall aid and ffrengthen us, fhail 
caufe our right and title in this behalf fo be publifhed and 
proclaimed accordingly. • And albeit this fb weighty a 
matter feemeth ftrange, that our faid brother dying upon 
Thurfday at night laft part, we hitherto had no know- 
ledge from you thereof, yet we confider your wifdoms 
and prudence to be fuch, that having eftfoons [quickly] 
amongft you debated, pondered, and well weighed this 
prcfent cafe with pur eltate, with your own eftatc, the 
commonwealth and all our honours, we fhall and may 
conceive great hope and truft, with much afTurarice in 
your loyalty and fervice, and therefore for the time inter- 
pret and take things not to the worft ; and that ye will, 
like noblemen, work the belt. Neverthetcfs, we are not 
ignorant of your confutations, to undo the proviftons 
made for our preferment, nor of the great bands and pro- 
vifions forcible, wherewith ye be affembled and prepared, 
by whom, and to what end, God and you know, and na- 
ture cannot but fear fome evil. But be it that fome con- 
fideration politic, or whatfoever thing elfe hath moved 
you thereto, yet doubt you not, my lords, buc we can 
take all thefe your doings in gracious part, being alfo 
right ready to remit and fully pardon the fame, and that 
freely to cfchew bloodfhed and vengeance againft all 
thofe that can or will intend the fame, trui'ting alfo af- 
furedly you will take and accept this grace and virtue 
in good part as appertained, and that we (hall not be 
inforced to ufe the fervice of other our true fubjects and 
friends, which, in this our jult and right caufe, God, in 
whom our whole affiance is, (hall fend us. Wherefore, 
my lords, we require you, and charge you, and every of 
you, that of your allegiance which you owe to God and 
us, and to none other, for our honour and the furety of 
our perfon only employ yourliivcs, and forthwith, upon 
receipt hereof, caufe our right and title to the crown 
and government of this realm to be proclaimed in our 
city of London and other places, as to your wifdom fhal! 
feem good, and as to this cafe appertained, not failing 
hereof, as our very truft is in you. And this our letter, 
figncd with our hand, fhall be your fufficicnt warrant on 
this behalf. Given under our lignet, at our manor of 
Kening-hall, the 9th of July, 1553." 
To this Letter of the Lady Mary, the Lords of the 
Council returned the following Anfwer. 

MADAM, we have received your letters, the 9th of 
this inftant, declaring your fuppofed titles which you 
judge yourfelf to have to the imperial crown of this realm, 
and all the dominions thereunto belonging. For anfwer 
whereof, this is to advertife you, that forafimuch as our 
fovcrcign lady queen Jane is, affor the death ofourfovc- 
reign lord king Edward , VI. a prince of moft noble me- 
mory, inverted and pofieffed with the juft and right title 
to the imperial crown of this realm, not only by good 
order of ancjenr, laws of this realm, but alfo by our late 
fove,rc,ign lord's letters patenr, ; figned with his ow n hand, 
and fealed with the great feal of England, in prefeucc of 
the moft part of the, nobles, counfellprs, judges, with 
divers other grave and fage perfonages, affenting and fub- 
fcribing to the 'fame: we mult therefore, "as of moll 
bound duty and allegiance, affent unto her faid grace, 
and to none other, except we fliould (which faithful fub- 
jects cannot) fall into grievous and unfpeakable enormi- 
ties. . Wherefore we cu^ no l.efs do, but, for the quiet 
both of the realm and jVou alfo, to advertife you, that 
forafmuch as the divorce .made between the king of fa- 
mous' memory,' king Henry V] II. and the lady Kathc- 
rine your mot her, was neeeffary to be had both by the cver- 
lafting laws of God, and affq by the ccclefialtical laws, and 
by the moft part of the noble and learned univerfitics of 
Chriftendom, and confirmed alfo by the fundry acts of 
parliament remaining yet in their force, and thereby you 
juftly made illegitimate, and unheritable tp the crown 
imperial of this realm, and the rules, and' dominions, 
and poffeflions of the fame, you will upon juft confide-' 



ration hereof} and of divers other caufes lawful to be al- 
ledged for the fame, and for the juft inheritance of the 
right line and goodly order taken by the 'late king our 
fovereign lord' king Edward VI. and agreed upon by the 
nobles arid great perfonages aforefaid, furceafe by any 
pretence to vex and molelt any of our fovereign lady 
cjuecn Jane her fubjects, from their true faith and alle- 
giance due unto her grace : alluring you, that if you 
will for refpect fhew yourfelf quiet and Obedient (as'you 
ought), you fhall find us all ahd feveral ready to do you 
any fervice that \ve with duty may, and glad with your 
quiet hefs t6 pfefefve the cPmmon (rate of this realm, 
wherein you may be othe'rwife grievous unto us, 10 your- 
felf, and to them.- And thus we bid you moft heartily 
well to fare. 

From the Tower of London, in this 9th of July, 1 553. 

" Your lady (hip's friends, (hewing- yourfelf an 
obedient fubject,. 

Henry Arundel 
Slirewfbury 
Pembroke 
Cobham 
R. Rich 
Huntington' 
Darcy 
Cheyncy 



Thomas Canterbury 
The Marquis of 
Winchefter 
John Bedford 
Wm. Northampton 
Tho. Ely Chancellor 
Northumberland 
Suffolk 



R. Cotton 
John Gates 
W. Peter 
W. Cecil 
John Cheek 
John Mafon 
Edward North 
R. Bowes." 

AH thefe perfons, except the duke of Northumber- 
land, and Sir John Gates, were afterwards by a fpecial 
or general- pardon difcharged. 

Lady Mary, after having received the above anfwer, 
and perceiving thereby the lords' minds, made hafte pri- 
vately out of London, relying chieHy upon the good 
will of the commons, and not deftitute altogether of fe- 
cr'et advertifements from fome of the nobles. "When the 
council heard of her fudden departure, and rcfolutc con- 
duct, and perceiving that things w ent not according to 
their late expectations, they gathered fpeedily a body of 
troops together, and 'fixed upon the duke of Suffolk, 
for their general ; but afterwards changing their minds* 
they thought it belt to let the duke of Suffolk keep the 
Tower where lord Guildford and lady Jane then lodged, 
and to fend the duke of Northumberland, with feveral 
other lords and gentlemen. In which expedition, not- 
withftanding the .guards were very unwilling to -march 
at firft, yet, through the perfuafion and importunity of 
the lord trcafurer Cholmcy, and others, they were at 
laftinduccd to'aflift the duke, and to fet forward with him. 

Thefe things thus agreed upon, the duke marched 
from London after the belt manner, having both his 
times and journey prefcribed him by the council, that 
he might not do any thing but upon warrant. In the 
mean time lady Mary, fatigued with travelling up 
and down, and conilderiiig where to fix molt for her 
advantage, withdrew at length into the quarters of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk, where, on account of his having fub- 
ducd the rebels in her brother's reign, file underftodd. 
the name of Northumberland was very m-.ich hated ; 
and procuring to' hcrfclf aid and afliftance, on every 
fide, as-'flie could, (he'kept he'rfelf clofe for a time within 

At this place "firft retorted to her the men of Suffolk, 
who being among the number of the molt- zealous .re- 
formers, pi omifed her their fupporr.but with this fti- 
pulation, that' Mary fliould not. attempt t^ alter .that re- 
ligion which, by laws and ord'ersr puoliqly enacted, was 
cftiblifhed in her brother king Edward's days, and which 
had been generally received by the confent- of the whoTe 
realm. With this condition the readily complied, and 
knowing that' faith is not. to be kept with heretics, fhe 
fcrupled not to promife them faithfully, upon the -word 
of a queen, that no innovation" fhp'ujd be- made' in reh'gjon ; 
w hich promife had'fhe as refigio'ufly. kept, as they did 
willingly engage to protect and preferve 'her, at the ex- 
pence of their lives, 'fhe had acted worthy of her high 
defcent, and made her reign more ftablc' through future 
tranquillity ; for let a' king or.qucen, or any-private per- 
fon, -be ever fo 'poweifui, yet -breach of promife is'an ill 
' fupporter of pcace aridquictncfs, fear w or fe, cruelty wo'cit 
ot all. 

However, lady- Mary," thus powerfully guarded .ahd 
faithfully affilt'cd, for the prefenf, "vanqiiiflud the duke, 
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and all lady Jane's adherents. In confidcration whereof, 
when the Suffolk proteftants afterwards reminded their 
moft gracious queen Mary of her prorhife, (he made 
them the following fevere and ungrateful reply : " For- 
afmuch ((aid Ihe) as you, being but the members, de- 
lire to rule your head, you ftiall one day weH perceive, 
that members mud obey their head, and not look to 
bear rule over the fame." And with a view of ftriking 
greater terror into others, a certain ■gentleman, near 
Windham fide, named Dobbe, for advertifing her by a 
humble petition of her prbmife, was punifhed with 
ftanding three times in the pillory. Many others were 
likewifc imprifoned, for having delivered her books and 
fupplications, collected out of the fcriptures, thereby 
exhorting her to continue in the true reformed religion 
then eftablilhed. 

But to return to the duke of Northumberland, who, 
having his warrant under the broad feal, proceeded on 
his march ; but his Ihort journeys, afllgned him by com- 
miffion.and the tedious delays in his rout, added an in- 
creafing ftrength to lady Mary's caufe, efpecially as, at 
this time, the hearts of the people began to be much 
inclined to her ; which, when the council at London 
perceived, and underftood how the common people be- 
jjan to withdraw from them to her, as did alfo feveral of 
the nobility, they forthwith changed their meafures, and 
proclaimed for queen lady Mary, eldeft daughter to 
Henry VIII. appointed by parliament to fucceed, king 
Edward dying without iffue. As to the duke of Nor- 
thumberland, he was left deftitute and forfaken at Cam- 
bridge. Upon this he proclaimed Mary queen j yet this 
piece of policy did him no fervicej for he was arretted, 
as were likewife fome of his fons, and the earl of Hun- 
tington, with a few others; who were all fent to the 
Tower, as traitors to the crown. 

Thus was lady Mary feated on the throne of England, 
who, to adifagrceablcperfon and weak mind, had united 
■bigotry, fuperftition, and cruelty. She feems to have 
inherited more of her mother's, than her father's quali- 
fies. Henry was fiery, rough, and ungovernable j but 
Catherine, with a fevere and implacable rancour againft 
proteftants, aflumed the character of a faint. 1c was 
the fame with her daughter Mary, as appears from a 
letter in her own hand writing, now in the Britifh Mu- 
feum. In this letter, which isaddrefled to biftiop Gar- 
diner, flie declares her fixed intention of burning every 
tproteftant ; and it contains an infinuation, that, as foon 
as circumftances would permit, fhe would reftore back 
to the church the lands that had been taken from the 
convents. This was the ftrongeft inftancc of her weak- 
nefs that (he could (hew ; for the convents had been de- 
imolilhcd, except a few of their churches; and the rents 
were in the hands of the firft nobility, who, rather than 
jpart with them, would have overturned the govern- 
ment, both in church and ftate. But reafon and bigotry 
jcannot accord. That narrownefs of fpirit, which always 
diftinguiflies a weak mind from one that has been en- 
larged by education, pervaded all the actions of this 
jprincefs. Unacquainted with the conftitution of the 
country, and a (lave to fuperftition, Mary thought to 
jdominecr over the rights of private judgment, and to 
(trample on the privileges of mankind. 

No fooner had this queen, by the Suffolk proteftants, 
the fword of authority put into her hand, than (he began 
to employ it againfl thofc who had fupported the title 
of lady Jane Gray. This devoted victim remained with 
her huiband, lord Guildford, almoft five months in the 
Tower, waiting her pleafure. But the duke of Nor- 
thumberland, within a month after his confinement 
there, was condemned, brought to the fcaffold, and be- 
headed, notwithstanding a promife made him of his life, 
if he would but renounce his religion and hear mafs | 
which he not only did, but alfo exhorted the people to 
return to the catholic faith. The Papifts immediately, 
pubhftied and fpread abroad his recantation : but fhe 
duke, in coofequence of his crimes arifing from a for- 
did ambition, died unpitied $ nay, he was infulted on the 
fcaffold by thofe who remembered in what manner he 
had acted to their beloved Somerfet. It may be proper 
toobferve, this duke of Northumberland was not of the 
great Percy family, which at that time was undera cloud; 



but he was the grandfon of that Dudley, who was exe- 
cuted in the year 1509, for having afted inconfiftent 
with the common law. 

The execution of this nobleman was followed with 
that of fir Thomas Palmer, and fir John Gates- the 
former of whom confeffed his faith in the reformed re- 
ligion, and lamented that he had not lived more confor- 
mably thereto. Queen Mary having begun her reign 
with the blood of thefe men, and with hearing mafs in 
the Tower, and having alfo releafcd from thence Stephen 
Gardiner; were fufficient indications to the proteftant 
part of the nation, that (he would not perform what 
(he had promifed the Suffolk men ; and befides thefe ill 
omens, there were other things, which every day more 
and more difcomforted the people, and which plainly 
declared the queen to bear no good will to the reforma- 
tion. Gardiner was not onlv rclcafed, but made lord 
chancellor, and bifliop of Winchefter, by turning out 
Dr. Poynet ; Bonner was made biftiop of London, by 
difplacing good Dr. Ridley; Dr. Day was promoted to 
the bifliopric of Durham, by putting out Scory • Dr 
Tonftat to the bifliopric of Chichefter ; Dr. Heath to 
that of Worcefter ; Hooper was committed to the fleet; 
and Dr. Vefie was made bifliop of Exeter, by difplacing 
Miles Coverlade : all which changes, and tranfadions, 
being particularly noted, occafioned great heavinefs to 
all good men, and, on the other band, great rejoicing 
to the wicked. In which difcord of minds, and diver- 
fity of affections, there was now to be feen a miferable 
profpedl of things throughout the whole nation 5 for 
they who could diffemble, cared not how matters went; 
but fuch as were confeientious, and had any regard to 
the truth, perceived fires to be already kindled, and 
which would be the deftniition of many a fincere chrif- 
tian ; which indeed afterwards came to pafs. Mary hav- 
ing thus laid the foundation of her bloody reign, re- 
moved to Hampton-court from the Tower, and caufed 
a parliament ro be fummoned, againft the ioth of Oito- 
ber next enfuing, of which more hereafter. 

Amongft the biftiops who were removed, we noticed 
Dr. Ridley, bifliop of London, a learned and pious 
prelate, who in the time of queen Jane, by order of the 
council, preached a fermon at Paul's Crofs, declaring 
therein his opinion concerning the lady Mary, and dif- 
fuading them by alledging the inconveniences that might 
arife by admitting her to the crown, prophefying, as it 
were, before that, which afterwards came to pafs, namely 
that the would bring in a foreign power to reign over 
^T.'.^™! ^vert the chriftian religion then happily 
eftablilhed ; (hewing moreover, that, the lady Mary be- 
ing in his diocefe, he, according to his duty, as being 
then her ordinary, had done his endeavoursto reform her 
to this religion, and notwithftanding in all other points 
of civility Ihe (hewed herfelf gentle and tractable, yet 
in matters that concerned true faith and doctrine (he 
appeared perverfc and obftinate; that he could perceive 
no other hopes of her, but that (he would difturb and 
overturn alLthat had been planted and confirmed with 
fo rnuch induftry in the reign of her brother king Ed- 
ward. Soon after this fermon was preached, the lady 
Mary was proclaimed queen, whereupon Dr. Ridley 
forthwith repaired to falute her at Fremingham Cattle, 
where he met with cold entertainment, and being de- 
prived of all his dignity, was fent back upon a lame 
halting horfe to the Tower. 

Tne Sunday following Mr. Rogers preached, difcourl 
fing very learnedly on thegofpcl for the day: where- 
upon queen Mary, perceiving things not to go forward 
according to her mind, forthwith devifed and confuted 
with her council how to bring about by other means, 
what by open law (he could not well accomplifti , and 
accordingly directed forth a prohibition by proclama- 
tion that no man (hould preach or read openly the word 
of God in churches, with feveral other things contained 
in the proclamation. 

The Tumult at Paul's Crofs, occafioned by Mr. Bourn's 
Sermon. 

Near this period, or not long before, Mr. Bourn, a 
canon of St. Paul's, and who was afterwards made biftiop 
C „f 
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of Bath, being appointed by Bonnes then bifhop of 
London, to preach at Paul's Crbfs, he took occafion, 
from the gofpel of the day, to fpeak largely in juftifica- 
tion of Bonner, who was then prefent, by fayirig k that 
Bonner, four years ago, had preached from the fame 
text, and in the fame place, For which* he was mod cru- 
elly and unjuftly.caft into that raoft vile dungeon the 
Marfhalfea, where he was confined , during king Ed- 
ward's reign. His words had fuch an ill effect upon the 
hearers, as to. caufe them to murmur and ftir in fuch a 
fort, that the mayor' and aldermen then prefent feared 
much an uproar; indeed, fo great was the popular re- 
fentment, that one hurled a, dagger at Mr. Bourn, but 
who the pcrfon was could not be then afcertaihed, though 
he was afterwards difcovered.. In ftiort, the tumult be- 
came fo violent, that the preacher was filenced, broke 
off his difcourfe, and durft no more appear in that place ; 
for the matter of his difcourfe tended much to the dif- 
praife of king Edward, which the people could in no 
wifeendurc. Then Mr. Bradford, being in the pulpit, 
flood forth, at thcrequeftof Mr. Bourn's brother, and 
fpoke fo mildly and effectually to the people, that with 
a few words he pacified them. This done, he and Mr. 
Rogers conducted Mr. Bourn, betwixt them to the Gram- 
mar-fchool door, where they left him fafe; for which 
prudent and humane conduct, they were both, fhortly 
after, rewarded with long imprifonment, and atlaft with 
fire in Smith field. 



., While the parliament was employed in paying. the way 
for the introduction of popifh fuperitition, the Clergy 
alfo' had,' after their ufual manner, a Convocation at St. 
Paul's church, London, where the queen appointed, a 
difputation to be held, on the 18th ot October. In this 
convocation, Mr. John Harpsfield, batchelor of divinity, 
'preached a ferrrion to the clergy j after which, for the 
fake df order, they proceeded to the choice of' a prolo- 
cutor or fpeaker:' To this office, Dr. Wefton., dean of 
We'ftminftef, was appointed by unanimous cOnfent, and 
prefented to the bifliOps, Mr. Pie, dean of Winchefter, 
and Mr. Wimbifley, archdeacon of London, delivering 
at the fame time an oration. Dr. Wefton then made his 
gratulatdry Tpeech to the houfe, and was anfwered with 
another by bilhop Bonner. They next entered upon 1 the 
difputation, concerning the matter of the faCrament in- 
ftituted by Chrift, at his laft fuppcr with ; his difciples, 
which difputation continued fix days fucceffiyely, where- 
in Dr. Wefton was chief on the fide of popery, who, be- 
haved himfelf outragcoufly in taunting and checking ; in - 
fomueh. that they who difputedon the other fide, in de- 
fence of thedoctrines of the reformation, were compelled, 
fome to fly, fome to deny, fome to die ; but in the judg- 
ment of molt men who heard the debate, they had the 
better in point of argument, as may appear by the report 
of the faid difputation, a true copy, and faithful account 
whereof, will , be the TubjecT: of our next chapter^ 
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Account 'if a Public Theological Disputation, maintained in the Convocation-House, at St. Pawl's, 
London, and appointed by the ShteeiCs Special Command, OSioher rttb, 1 553. 

be admitted into the houfe to (hew their learning that 
moved them to fet forth the fame, and that Dr. Ridley 
and Mr. Rogers, with two or three more; might have the 
liberty of being prefent at this difputation, and : aflbciat« 
ing with them. . , ; 

This requefi was thought reafonable, and was propofed 
to the bifhops, who returned this^anfwer; That it? was 
out of their power to call fuetiperfons to the hoiifei fince 
fome of them were prifoners ;' but .they faid; they would 
petition the council in this: behalf, and in cafe any of 
them were abfent that ought to be of the houfej they were 
for. their being admitted. After' this, it was fignificd 
unto the prolocutor, that the -lord great mafter and the 
earl of Devonlhire would beprefentar the difputations, 
and therefore he deferred the fame till Monday, at one 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

. At the time appointed the prolocutor made a protef- 
tation, that the members of' that houfe, had appointed 
this public difputation, not to call the truth. in queftion, 
to . which they had fubfcnbedi-except five or fix, but 
gain-fayers and heretics might be refolved- reflecting 
their doubts. i, 

The-prplocutor demanded of Mr Haddon' whether he 
would :reafon' againft the queftions that had'been prq- 
pofed; and Mr. Haddon replied, he would not. To 
which Mr. Elmar added, that they had done too much 
prejudice already to the truth; by their fubfcribirigt beforc- 
the fubjects werei difcuftedJ ' Mr. Wefton. turning to 
Mr. Gheyhey, defired to know; whether heiwquld pro- 
pofe his . doubts- concerning, trahfubfiantjation. . Mr. 
Cheyney anfwered, " I fhould be glad my. doubts were 
refolved." • - • ••' ■■ '- ' ' • 

. ■«« The firft of thefe ardfe from what St. Paul writes to 
the Corinthians, who, fpeakingiof the body and blood of 
Chrift, calls it bread after confecration. 

" The fecond from a paffage out of Origen, who 
fpeaking of this facrament, faith, that the material part 
thereof goeth down toi the excrements. • ■ "'• ■ ■ 

" The third Is out of Theodoret; who, fpeaking of the. 
facramental ! elements, after confecration, affirmeth, that 
they go not out of their former fubftance, form, and 
fhape. Thefe.i among feveral others, are the dbubts I 
require to be refolved." 

Then the prolocutor having appointed Dr. Morefnan 
to arifwer, he began with :obferving,, that the facra- 



THE Report. Whereas divers and 
be fpread abroad of the difputation had in the 
convocation houfe; to the intent that all men may know 
the things therein done and faid, hethat was prefent hath, 
at requeft;; thoroughly defcribed what was faid therein on 
fapth parties -of the matters argued and had in queftion. 

The Firft, Second, and Third Days Act. 
The fubject for debate firft ftated by the Prolocutor, in; 
1, his addrefs^tq the Convocation., • 

On Wednefday, October 1 8, the prolocutor, Dr. Wef- 
tQTii certified; the houfe,. it was the queen's pleafure, that 
the -learned men . there afiemblcd fhould debate matters 
of religion, and for that end .conftitute laws, which her 
gra.ee land the parliament would ratify- And becaufe 
(faid be): there was- a book lately publifhed, called the 
C.atecijifm : (which he produced) bearing the name of 
this fy nod,.and yet put forth without your cohfents, as I; 
haW .learnedy. being a book very peftiferous,-and full of 
herefte.s, ; a , nd like.wife an abominable book Of .Common 
Prayer ; I thought it beft; ' therefore, firft to/ begin with': 
the;articjes . of . the Catechifm, concerning the facrament' 
of,,the.,.altar, -for confirming the natural prefence of 
Chrift , in the fame,.; and alfo tranfubftantiation : where- 
fore, it fhall be lawful, on Friday next enfuing, for all- 
men freely to fpeak . their. . confcienccs in thefe matters, 
that alJr.doUbts m.ay be. removed, and they fully juftified' 

therein. «■ ■....■: 

On the 20th of October, .when -it- was expected they 
fliouid.ibav.e entered. into r difputation-ttf the "queftions 
propofodj , the prolocutor exhibiting, two bills to tjie^ 
houfe, the'Oiie for the natural prefence of Chrift in the' 
facrament of the altar, -and' the other concerning the ca- 
techifiw, that it was not publifhed by the confent of that 
houfe. Whereunto. the, whole houfe accordingly af- 
fented, except fix, viz. the dean of RochcfteT; the dean 
of Exeter, the archdeacon of Winchefterj archdeacon of 
Hereford^ archdeacon of Stow, and otie more. Mr. 
Philpot fpoke concerning the articles of the Catechifm,' 
but when he faw his allegations were to no purpofe, he 
made it his requeft to the prolocutor, that there might 
be an equality of perfons . concerned in this difputation, 
he defired that the prolocutor would intercede with the 
lords, that fome of thofe men: that were learned, ' and oc- 
casioned the publifhing.of the catechifm aforefoid, might 
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ment is called by St. Paul bread indeed, by which he 
meant the form of bread; but Mr. Cheyney alledged, 
that Hefychius called the facrament both bread and 
flefh. 

: Yes, replied Moreman, Hefychius called it bread, 
becaufe it was bread, not becaufe it is fo. Then, paf- 
ling over Origen, he faid, that men miftook the autho- 
rity of Theodoret, by interpreting a general into a fpe- 
cial, as Peter Martyr had done, taking the Greek word, 
that lignifies fubftance in its fpecial fignification, where- 
as, in the general, it may be applied to accidents, as 
■well as fubflance; and therefore (faid he) I anfwer The- 
odoret thus, that facramental bread and wine do not go 
out of their former fubftance, form, and fhape, (that 
is) not out of their accidental fubftance and ftiape. 

After this, Mr. Cheyney fat down, and Mr. Elmar, 
who could not endure to hear fo weak and childifh an 
anfwer to fo grave an authority, arofe, declaring, that 
Moreman's anfwer to Theodoret was only an illufion, 
or mere fubtile evafion, contrary to Theodoret's mean- 
ing; for if the Greek word, that fignifies fubftance, 
fhould, in the pafiage quoted, be taken for accident, 
then it was a fuperfluous word, efpecially, where there 
are two other Greek words, which fufficiently expound 
the accidents of the bread : and he proved out of the 
fame author, by divers allegations, that the Greek word 
that fignified fubftance in Theodoret, could not be fo 
generally taken in that place; but Moreman ftill af- 
firmed, that the Greek word that fignified fubftance, 
muft needs fignify accidental fubftance properly. To 
whole obftinacy, fince he could obtain no better proof, 
Elmar gave place. 

Upon which, Mr. John Philpot flood up, nnd faid, 
he could make it appear, from the whole fubjeiit matter, 
in the place alledged, and from the fimilitude Theo- 
doret ufes, for proving his purpufc, that Moreman's 
explanation of the Greek word for fubftance, could by 
no means be taken in the -fenfe he would interpret it: t 
for, he obferved', Theodoret was in that place arguing ' 
againft: the heretic Eutiches, who denied two natures of 
fubftance to remain in Chrift as one perfon, and that 
his humanity, after the accomplifhment of the myftery 
of our falvation, afcending into heaven, and being 
joined to the divinity, was abforbed thereby; fo that, 
according to his opinion, Chrift was no more but of 
one divine fubftance only ; againft which opinion Theo- 
doret writeth, and by the fimilitude of the facrament 
proveth the contrary againft that heretic; for like as in 
the facrament of the body of Chrift, after the confecra- 
tion, there is the fubftance of Chrift's humanity, with 
the fubftance of the bread remaining as before, not be- 
ing abforbed by the humanity of Chrift, but by divine 
operation joined thereunto, even fo, in the perfon of 
Chrift, being now in heaven, of whom this facrament 
is a reprefentation, there being two fcveral fubftances, 
his humanity and divinity, united in one hypoftacy or 
perfon, which is Chrift; the humanity not being ab- 
forbed by the conjunction of the divinity, but remain- 
ing in it's former fubftance: and Theodoret's fimilitude, 
continued Mr. Philpot, would prove nothing, if the 
fubftance of the facramental bread remained not as it 
did before. The heretic therefore, according to Dr. 
Moreman's interpretation, would have a ftrong argu- 
ment to fupport his error, and to prove himfclt' an or- 
thodox chriftian, might fay to Theodoret thus; Like as 
thou Theodoret, if thou wert of Dr. Moreman's mind, 
doft fay that, after the confecration in the facrament, 
the fubftance of the bread is changed into the human 
body of Chrift, coming thereunto, fo that in the facra- 
ment there is but one fubftance of the humanity alone, 
and not the fubftance of bread as it was before; even fo, 
likewife, may 1' affirm and conclude from thine own 
fimilitude, that the humanity afcending up by the power 
of God into heaven, and adjoined to deity, was ab- 
forbed, and turned into one fubftance with the deity; 
fo that there remaineth bat one divine fubftance in 
Chrift, no more than in the facramental figns of the 
Lord's fupper, after the confecration, doth remain any 
more than one fubftance, according to your belief and 
conftruction. In attempting to anfwer this, Dr. More- 



man was"fo clofely prefied, that he began to dagger; 
which Philpot perceiving fpake in this manner, " Well 
matter Moreman, if you have no anfwer ready at pre- 
fent, confidcr of one, if you can conveniently, againft 
our next meeting." 

At thefe words the prolocutor was exceedingly offend- 
ed and troubled, telling him, that he fhould' not brag 
there, but be fully anfwered. To which Philpot re- 
turned, " It is the only thing I defire, to be anfwered 
directly on this point of difpute; and I requeft of you, 
and of all the houfe here prefent, that 1 may be fuffici- 
ently anfwered, which I am furc you cannot do, taking 
Theodoret's authority, and fimilitude, as they ought w 
be taken." _ Whereupon, without any further reply, or' 
anfwer to his reafoning, Philpot was commanded to be 
filent. 

After he had fat down, the dean of Rochefter arofe, 
offering to difpute againft the natural prefence, winn- 
ing that the fcriptures, and the ancient dodtors, might 
be weighed, believed, and followed, in this point. And 
he thought a fufficient argument againft it, was that fay- 
ing of Chrift, in St. Matthew, where he fays, that the 
poor we (h'ould have always with us, but him we fhould 
not have always, which the dean faid, was fpoken con- 
cerning the natural prefence of Chrift's body, and there- 
fore Chrift cannot be naturally prefent on earth in the 
facrament of the altar. To this the prolocutor anfwered, 
that we ftiould not have Chrift prefent always to exer- 
cife alms deeds, but upon the poor. 

The dean then profecuted his argument, and quoted 
' St. Auftin to prove, that the fame interpretation of the 
fcripture alledged by Mr. Well on was no fufficient an- 
fwer; for St. Auftin, in the joth trcatifc on Sr. John* 
fpeaketh thus on the fame fentence; " When Chrift faid, 
Me ye fhall not have always with you, he fpake of the 
prefence of his body. For by his majefty, by his provi- 
dence, by his unfpeakable and invisible grace, that is 
fulfilled which is faid of him, Behold 1 am with you un- 
til the confummation of the world. But in the flefh 
which the word took upon him, in that which was born 
of the virgin, in that which was apprehended by the 
Jews, which was crucified on the crofs, which was let 
down from the crofs, which was wrapped in cloths, 
which was hid in the fcpulchre, which was manifrftcd in 
the rcfurreclion, you fhall not have me always with you. 
And why? For after a bodily prefence he was conver- 
fant with his difciples forty days, and they accompany- 
ing him, feeing and not following him, he afcended anc\ 
is not here; for there he fitteth at the right hand of the 
Father; and yet here he is, becaufe he is not departed in 
the prefence of his majefty. After another manner wc 
have Chrift always by the prefence or' his majefty; but 
after the prefence of bis flelh it is rightly laid, you ftiall 
not verily have me always with you. For the church 
had him in the prefence of his flelh a few days, and now 
by faith it ppprehendeth him, and feeth him not with 
eyes." 

To this authority Dr. Watfon anfwered, and faid, he 
would anfwer St. Auguftine by St. Auguftine, and ha- 
ving a certain book in his hand of notes, he alledged out 
of the 70th treatife of St. John,, that after that mortal 
condition and manner we have not now Chrift on 
earth, as he was heretofore before his paffion. 

Mr. Philpot replied, faying, that Mr. Watfon had 
not fully anfwered St. Auguftine by St. Auguftine, for 
that in the place mentioned by the dean of Rochefter, 
he doth not only treat of the mortal ftate of Chrift's 
body before his paffion, but alfo the immortal condition 
of the fame after his refurrection : in which mortal 
body St. Auguftine feemeth plainly to affirm, that 
Chrift is not prefent upon the earth, neither in form 
vifibly, neither in corporal fubftance invifibly, as in a 
few lines after the place above alledged, St. Auguftine 
doth more plainly declare by thefe words, "Now thefe 
two manners of Chrift's prefence declared, which is by 
his majefty, providence, and grace, now prefent in the 
world, which before his afcenfion was prefent in the 
flefh; and which being now placed at the right hand of 
the Father, is abfent from the world, I think there re- 
mains no further difpute about the matter. 
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Therefore if St. Augufiine allowed no other prefence 
of Chrift here on earth, but only his divine prefence, 
and that his humanity was in heaven, we ought to con- 
fefs and believe the fame. But if we put a third prefence 
of Chrift, that is, corporally to be prefent always in the 
facrament of the altar, invifibly, according to your fup- 
pofitions, whereof St. Auguftine maketh no mention in 
all his works, you feem to judge that which St. Auguftine 
did never comprehend. 

Why, faid Watfon, does not St. Auguftine, in the 
place I alledged, make mention how St. Stephen, being 
in this world, faw Chrift after his afcenfion? 

It is true, faid Philpot, but he faw Chrift, as the 
fcripture faith, in the heavens, being open, (landing at 
the right hand of God the Father: at which Watfon 
was filent. 

The dean proceeded to fupport his argument, and, to 
this end, read out of a book of annotations fundry au- 
thorities, to which Morcman, who was appointed to 
anfwer him, made no direct anfwer, but defired him 
to frame an argument, faying, the dean had recited 
many doctors' words, but had not made one argument. 
Thus challenged, the dean made the following argu- 
ment from the inftitution of the facrament; " Do this 
in remembrance of me; and thus ye fliall ftiew forth 
the Lord's death till he come." 

The facrament is the remembrance of Chrift : there- 
fore, the facrament is not very Chrift; for as yet he is 
not come, for thefe words, " until he come," do plainly 
fignify the abfence of Chrift's body. Then the prolo- 
cutor went about to fliew, that thefe words, " until he 
come," did not import any abfence of Ghrift on the 
earth, by other places of fcripture, where the word, 
" until," was made ufe of: but directly to the purpofe 
he anfwered nothing. In fine, the dean queftiontd 
Morcman, whether Chrift did eat the pafchal lamb with 
his difciplcs, or not? He anfwered, Yes. He further 
demanded, whether upon inftituting the facrament, he 
did likewife eat the facrament with them? Moreman 
anfwered, Yes. Then he afked what he did eat, and 
whether he did eat his own natural body, as they ima- 
gined it to be, or not? Which when Moreman had 
affirmed, then, faid the dean, it is a great abfurdity by 
you granted; and fo he fat down. 

Alterwards the prolocutor demanded of Mr. Philpot, 
whether he would argue againft the natural prefence, or 
not? He anfwered, Yes, if he would hear his argument 
without interruption, and aflign one to anfwer him, and 
not many, which occafioned confufion, and efpecially 
to him who, had but a bad memory. By this time the 
night approached: on which account the prolocutor 
put an end to the difputation, and appointed Mr. Phil- 
pot to begin the fame the next day, concerning the 
prefence of Chrift in the facrament. 

The Fourth Day's Debate. 
On Wednefday, October 25th, Mr. John Philpot 
was prepared to enter upon the difputation, intending 
firlt, to have made an oration in Latin; which being 
known by the prolocutor, he commanded him to make 
no declaration or oration in Latin, but to deliver his 
arguments in Englilh. This is contrary, faid Philpot, 
to your order at the beginning of this difputation : for 
then you appointed that all the arguments fhould be 
made in Latin, and thereupon 1 have drawn and devifed 
all mine arguments' in Latin; and becaufe you Mr. 
Prolocutor, have faid heretofore, openly in this houfe, 
that 1 had no learning, I intended to fhew fuch learning 
as I have, in a brief oration, and (hort declaration of 
the queftions now in controverfy, thinking it fo molt 
convenient alfo, that in cafe I fhould fpeak otherwife in 
my declaration than fhould ftand with learning, or than 
I were able to warrant and juftify by God's word, it 
might the better be reformed by fuch as were learned 
of the houfe, fo that the unlearned being prefent, might 
take the lefs offence thereat. But this prevailed nothing 
with'the prolocutor, who ftill infifted upon his forming 
an argument in Englifh, or elfe to hold his peace. 

Then, faid Philpot, you have much difappointed me, 
thus foddenly, to go from your former order: but I will 



accomplifh your commandments, leaving mine oration 
apart, and I will come to my arguments, which, as well 
as fo fudden a warning will ferve, I will make in Eng- 
lifh. But before 1 bring forth any argument, I will in 
one word declare what manner of prefence 1 difallow in 
the facrament, to the intent the hearers may the better 
underftand to what end and effect mine arguments ftiall 
tend; not to deny utterly the prefence of Chrift in his 
facrament, truly miniftered according to his inftitution, 
but only to deny that grofs and carnal prefence, which 
you of this houfe have already fubferibed unto, to be 
in the facrament of the altar, contrary to the true and 
manifeft meaning of the fcripturcs: that by tranfubftan- 
tiation of the facramental bread and wine, Chrift's na- 
tural body fhould, by virtue of the words pronounced 
by the prieft, be contained and included under the forms 
or accidents of bread and wine. This kind of prefence 
imagined by men, I do deny, and againft this I will rea- 
fon. But before he could make an end of what he was 
about, he was interrupted by the prolocutor, and com- 
manded to defcend to his argument: at whofe unjuft 
importunity Philpot being offended, and hoping to find 
remedy, fell down upon his knees before the earls and. 
lords which were there prefent, being a great number, 
whereof fomc were of the queen's council, befeeching 
them that he might have liberty to profecute his argu- 
ments without interruption, which was readily granted 
by the lords. ( But the prolocutor making ufe of a point 
of the practice' of prelates, .would not condefcend to it, 
but fl ill cried, " Hold your peace, or elfe make a fltort , 
argument." " I intend it," faid Philpot, " if .you will ' 
let me alone: but firlt I mutt aflc a qucftion of my re- 
fpondent, Dr. Chedfey, concerning a word or two of 
your fuppofition, that is, of the facrament ©f the altar,, 
what he meaneth thereby." Dr. Chedfey anfwered, 
that, in their fuppofition, they took the facrament of 
the altar, and the facrament of the mafs, to be all one. 
Then, faid Mr. P.iilpot, by Mr. Prolocutor's leave, I 
will fpeak plain Englilh, and to be fhort, 1 fay, that the 
facrament of the altar, which ye reckon to be all one 
with the mafs, once juftly abolifhcd, but' now put in 
full force again, is no facrament, neither is Chrift in any 
manner prefent in it, and this he offered to prove before 
the queen, the council, or before fix of the moft learned 
men of that houfe, of a contrary opinion, and refufed 
none: If, (faid he) I fliall not be able, by God's words, 
to maintain what 1 have afie-rtcd, and confound thofe 
fix who thall withftand me in this point, let me be bur- 
dened with as many faggots as can be found in London, 
before the court-gate. This he fpake with the utmoP; 
zeal and courage. 

At this the prolocutor, with many others, were very 
much offended, demanding of him, whether he knew 
what he faid. Yes, replied Mr. Philot, I know very 
well what I fay, and 1 defire that no man may be of- 
fended at.it, for I fpeak no more than by the word of 
God I am able to prove ; and praifed be God, that the 
queen's grace hath granted us ,of this houfe (as our 
prolocutor hath informed us) the free liberty of decla- 
ring our opinions, agreeable to our confeiences in thefe . 
matters of controverfy in religion ; and therefore I will 
here freely fpeak the dictates of my confcicncc, ground- 
ed upon God's holy word for the truth, although fome 
of you here prefent do not like it. 

Then Mr. Wefton, with others, taunted and reproved 
him, for fpcaking fo indecently againft the facramenc! 
of the mafs. The prolocutor alfo told him he was mad, 
and threatened to fend him to prifon. 

Mr. Philpot hearing himfelf abufed, and not per- 
mitted the free liberty . to fpeak his mind, thus exclaim- 
ed, cafting his eyes towards heaven, O Lord ! w hat a world 
is this, that the truth of thy holy word cannot be fpoken 
and endured ! And while he faid thefe words, being full 
of forrow, the tears were, feen to trickle from his eyes. 

The prolocutor, being moved by fome that were 
about him, confentcd that he lhould make an argument 
provided that he would be brief. I will be as ftiort (faid 
Philpot) as I can conveniently, in uttering all I have to 
fay. And, firft, I will lay the foundation of my arguments 
upon the authority of fcripture, v\ hereon all the build- , 
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ings of our faith ought to be grounded; after which, I I 
intend to confirm the fame by the ancient fathers of the J 
church. My firft argument is drawn from the 28th J 
chapter of St. Matthew, in which the angel fays to I 
Mary, who fought for Chrift at the fepulchre, " He is 
rifen, he is not here;" and again, St. Luke, chapter 23d, 
the angel afketh them, " Why feek ye the living among 
the dead?" In which places the fcripture tcftificth, 
that Chrift was rifen, afcended into heaven, and now 
litteth at the right hand of the Father: all which is 
fpoken of his natural body; therefore' it cannot be on 
earth included in the facrament. I will confirm this 
yet more effectually, from the 16th of St. John, where 
Chrift faith, " I came from my Father into the world, 
and now 1 leave the world and go to my Father." 
Which coming and going he meant of his natural body; 
therefore we may confequently affirm, that it is not 
found in the world, nor can be in the facramenr. 

But I expect here to be anfwered with a blind dif- II 
tinction ; that he is vifibly departed in his humanity, J 
but remaineth invifibly in the facrament; but that no 1 
fuch idle diftinction can take away the force of my ar- I 
gument, will appear from the anfwer which Chrift's ] 
difciples returned, faying, " Now thou fpeakeft plainly, I 
and uttereft no proverb;" which words St. Cyril inter- I 
preting faith, that our Saviour fpake without any am- J 
biguity, or figure of fpeech, and therefore I do from 
thence conclude, that if Chrift fpake plainly, and with- 
out parable, then that obfeure, dark, and imperceptible 
prefence of Chrift's natural body remaining in the fa- 
crament invifibly upon earth, contrary to the plain 
words of Chrift, ought noc to be allowed ; for nothing 
can be more uncertain, parabolical, and abfurd, than fo to 
fay. I will now give attention to your anfwer, and then 
defcend ro confirm what 1 have faid by ancient writers. 

Then Dr. Chcdfey, reciting his argument as it was 
made, took upon him to anfwer every part thereof 
fevcrally. Firft, to the faying of the angel, That Chrift 
is not here: and, Why feek ye the living among the 
dead ? He anfwered, that thefe fayings pertained no- 
thing to the prefence of Chrift's natural body in the fa- 
crament, but that they were fpoke of Chrift's body 
being in the fepulchre, when the three Marys thought 
him to have been in the grave ftill. And therefore the 
angel faid, Why do you feek him that Iiveth, among the 
dead ? And to the authority of St. John, where Chrift 
faith, Now 1 leave the world and go to my Father; he 
meant that of his afcenfion. And fo likewife did Cyril, 
interpreting the faying of the difciples, that knew 
plainly that Chrift would vifibly afcend into heaven ; but 
that doth not exclude the invifible prefence of his na- 
tural body in the facrament. For St. Chryfoflom, 
writing to the people of Antioch, doth affirm the fame, 
comparing Elias and Chrift together, and Elias's cloak, 
and Chrift's flefh. *' When Elias (faith he) was taken 
up in the fiery chariot, he left his cloak behind him 
unto his difciple Elifteus. But Chrift afcen ling into 
heaven, took his flelh with him, and left alfo his flelh 
behind him.'' From whence we may juftly conclude, 
that Chrift's flefti is vifibly afcended into heaven, and 
abidcth ftill invifibly in the facrament of the altar. 

To ;his Philpot replied, and faid, You have not di- 
rectly anfwered to the faying of the angel. Chrift is 
rifen, and is not here, becaufe you have omitted that 
■which was the chief point of all. For, faid he, I pro- 
ceed further, as thus, He is rifen, afcended, and fitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father, therefore, he is 
not remaining on earth. Neither is your anfwer to 
Cyril, by mcalledged, fufficient. But I will prefently re- 
turn to your interpretation of Cyril and plainly declare it 
after I have refuted the authority of Chryfoftom, which 
is cr>c of the chief principles that you alledgcd 10 make 
for your grofs carnal prefence in the facrament ; which 
being well weighed and underftood, pcrtaineth nothing 
thereunto. 

At this the prolocutor ftartled, that one of the chief 
pillars in this point fhould be overthrown ; and there- 
fore he recited the find authority, firft in Latin, and af- 
terwards he turned it into linglifh, and defired all that 
were prefent to remark that faying of Chryfoftom, 



which he thought invincible on their own fide. But I 
will make it appear (faid Philpot) by and by, that ic 
doth make little for your purpofe. And as he was de- 
claring his mind in this particular, the prolocutor inter- 
rupted him, as he frequently did. With which Philpot 
being difpleafed, faid, Mr.' Prolocutor thinkcth that he 
is in a fophiftry-fchool, where he well krioweth the 
manner is, that when the refpondent perceiveth, that he 
is like to be inforced with an argunient w hich he is not 
able to anfwer, he doth what he can, by cavilling, and 
interruption, to drive him from the fatrie. Thisfayingof 
Philpot was ill taken by the prolocutor and his adhe- 
rents; and the prolocutor faid, that Philpot could bring 
nothing to avoid that authority, but his own vain imagi- 
nation. Hear, faid Philpot, and afterwards judge; fori 
will do in this, as in all other authorities, wherewith yoU 
fhall take upon you to refute any of my arguments that I 
have to profecute, anfwering the fame either by fuffici- 
ent authorities of fcripture, or elfe by fome other teftU 
mony of like authority with your's, and not of my own 
imagination ; which if I do, I defirc it ro be of no credit. 
• As ro your authority from St. Chryfoftom, I have 
two objections againft that to propofe; one drawn 
from fcripture, the other from the very place of 
Chryfoftom himfelf here by you alledgedj 

Firft, where he feemeth to fay, that Chrift afcefldirig 
took his flefh with him, and left his flcfli alfo behind 
him; it is true; for the flelh Chrift took with him was 
that which he received from the virgin Mary, and the 
flefh he left behind was not his natural body, but the- 
members of his vifible church ; as St. Paul doth aptly 
teftify, when he fays, Eph. v. " We are flefh of his flefh, 
and bone of his bones." And if any one will reply, that 
he there treateth of the facrament, and that this inter- 
pretation cannot fo properly be applied to him in that 
place, then I will explain St. Chryfoftom another way 
by himfelf; for a few lines before thofe now quoted, are 
thefe words; " That Chrift, after he afcended into 
heaven, left to us, indued with his facraments, his flefh 
in myfteries, that is, facramentally ; and that myftical 
flelh Chrift leaveth as well to his church in the facra- 
ment of baptifm, as in the facramental bread and wine." 
" As many (faith St. Paul) as are baptized in Chrift, 
have put on Chrift." Hence you may perceive, that 
St. Chryfoftom makes nothing for your grofs carnal pre- 
fence in the facramenr, as you u rongl v interpret him. 

Now in the mean time, while Mr. Philpot was fpeak- 
ing, Mr. Pie, whifpering the prolocutor in the ear, urg- 
ed him to filence Philpot, fearing, if he held on longer, 
he would wholly overthrow their opinion of the car- 
nal prefence, feeing he had already given one of it's 
main fupporters fuch a blow. The prolocutor, there- 
fore, faid to Mr. Philpot, that he had reafoned long , 
enough, and that fome other fhould fupply his room, 
at which Mr. Philpot, being much difpleafed, faid, 
Why, fir, 1 have a dozen arguments to propofe con- 
cerning this matter, and ] have as yet fcarce gone over 
the firft; for being hitherto hindered, through your 
frequent interruptions, I have not, for confirmation, 
quoted any ancient writers, though I could a great 
many. Well, returned the prolocutor, you fhall fpeak 
no more now, and I command you to be filent. You 
perceive, faid Mr. Philpot, that I am able to contro- 
vert your falfe fuppofition, and therefore you com- 
mand me to be filent. If you will not giveplace, faid 
Mr. Wefton, 1 will fend you to prifon. This is not, 
I replied Philpot, according to your promifc made in 
this houfe, nor yet to your brags made at Paul's Crofs, 
that men fhould be anfwered in this difputation to what- 
ever they can fay, fince of a dozen arguments you will 
I not fuffcr me to profecute one. Here Mr. Pie took 
j upon him to promife, that he fhould be anfwered ano- 
I therday. But Mr. Philpot, feeing he could not proceed 
j as he deligned, was juftly offended thereat, and con- 
cluded with the following words: — ** A fort of you here, 
who hitherto have lurked in corners, and diflembled 
I with God and the world, are now gathered together to 
I fupprefs the finccre truth of God's holy word, and to 
J fet forrh every falfe device, which by the Catholic 
J doctrine of the fcripture ye are not able to maintain." 
' • Then. 
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Then flood up Mr. Elmar,- chaplain to the duke of 
Suffolk, whom Mr. Moreman took upon him to an- 
fwer; but Mr. Elmar's allegations fo incumbered his re- 
fpondent, that he defired a day to overlook them, for 
at that inftant he was without a proper anfwer. 

The prolocutor now called upon Mr. Haddon, dean 
of Exeter, and chaplain to the duke of Suffolk, who 
profecuted Mr. Elmar's argument. Dr. Watfon, who 
attempted to anfwer him, was fo confounded, that he 
was not able to explain fufficiently the word Mijlerium 
f Miliary). But as he feemed to doubt therein, Mr. 
Haddon took out of his bofom a Latin author, to confirm 
what he had advanced, and, fhewing the fame to Dr. 
Watfon, afked him, whether he thought that tranflation 
to be a juft one, or that the printer were in fault; to 
•which VVatfon replied, there may be a fault in the prin- 
ter, for I am not remembered of this word. Then Mr. 
Haddon took out of his bofom a Greek book, wherein 
he pointed to the fame word, which Mr. Watfon could 
not deny. The further arguments that were made ufe 
of, we fhall omit declaring, becaufe they were moftly in 
Creek, as were thofe alfo of Mr. Elmar's. 

Then Mr. Perne flood up, and argued againft tran- 
fubftantiation, confirmed the authorities alledged by 
the two former fpeakers. When the prolocutor, inter- 
rupting, faid, " I wonder, Mr. Perne, at your fpeaking 
thus, for no longer than laft Friday you fubferibed to the 
contrary." For which cenfure Mr. Elmar blamed the 
: prolocutor, telling him, that he ought not to reprehend 
any man, becaufe, faid he, this houfe is a houfe of free 
liberty for every man to fpeak according to his confer- 
ence, and becaufe but ycrterday he promifed this liber- 
ty to any man, no'twithftanding he had fubferibed. 

Night now approaching, and the time being expired, 
the prolocutor, though he praifed them for their learn- 
ing, concluded with obferving, that, all reafoning fet 
apart, the order of Holy Church inuft be received, and 
all things ordered thereby. 

The Fifth Day's Debate. 

On Friday, October 27 th, the prolocutor opened the 
debate with obferving, that the convocation had fpent 
two days in difpucing about one father, which was The- 
odoret, and about one Greek word (irla) and now they 
were affembled to anfwer all things that could be ob- 
jected, therefore he defired they would fhortly profound 
their arguments. Upon this, Mr. Haddon, dean of Exe- 
ter, requefted leave to oppofe Mr. Watfon, who, with 
Morgan and Harpsficld, were appointed to anfwer him. 
Mr. Haddon then demanded, if any fubftance of bread 
and wine remained after confecration? To which Wat- 
fon replied, by afking another queftion, namely, whe- 
ther he thought there was a real prefence of Chrift's 
body, or not ? Mr. Haddon faid, it was not agreeable 
to order, that one, who was appointed to be refpondent 
fhould be opponent; nor fhould he, whofe bufinefs was 
to object, anfwer. Mr. Haddon then proceeded to 
ihew, from the words of Theodorct, thar the fubftance 
of bread and wine remained: for his words are, " The 
fame they were before the fanctification, which they are 
after." Mr. Watfon faid, that Theodoret meant not 
the fame fubftance, but the fame effence. Whereupon 
they were driven again to a difcuflion of the Greek 
word above mentioned ; and Mr. Haddon proved it to 
mean a fubftance, both by it's etymology, and by the 
words of Theodoret; for, faid he, i<r!a cometh from 
the particle S», which defcendeth to the verb li^i, and 
fo cometh the noun &<ria, which fignifieth fubftance. 
Mr. Watfon faid, it had not that fignification only : but, 
in that place, Mr. Haddon proved, it could notfignify 
otherwife. He then afked Watfon, when the bread and 
wine became fymbols? Watfon anfwered, After confe- 
cration, and not before. Then Mr. Haddon raifed out 
of his author the following fyllogifm (being an argu- 
ment of three propofitions). 

( 1 ) Theodoret faith, that the fame thing the bread 
and wine were, before they were fymbols, the fame they 
remain ftill, in nature and fubftance, after they arc 
fymbols. 

(2) Bread and wine they were before. 



(3) Therefore, bread and wine they are after. 
Mr. Watfon, when he could not anfwer, had recourfe 
to the fhameful fubterfuge of difcrediting the authority 
of Theodoret, by faying, he was a Neilorian ; at the 
fame time, turning to Mr. Cheyney, who flood by, he 
defired to anfwer him, intimating, that he was more fit, 
than Mr. Haddon, to difpute upon this point, becaufe 
he had granted and fubferibed to the real prefence. 
Being thus addreffed with an infinuation that required 
an immediate reply, Mr. Cheyney applied to the houfe, 
and requefted the patience of thofe honourable men to 
hear him, hoping fo to open the matter, that the truth 
fhould appear; protefting, that he was no obftinnte nor 
ftubborn man, but would be conformable to all reafon; 
and if they, by their learning, which he acknowledged 
to be much more than his, could anfwer his rcafons, 
then he would be ruled by them, and fay as they faid ; 
for he would be no author of fchifm, nor hold any thing 
contrary to the holy mother, the church, which is the 
fpoufe of Chrift. 'Dr. Wellon liking this very well 
commended him highly, telling him, that he was a very 
learned and fober man, and well experienced in all 
good learning, and in the doctors ; and finally, a man, 
for his knowledge, fit to difpute in that place; I pray 
yon hear him, quoth he. Then Mr. Cheyney defired 
thofe that were prefent to pray fo God with him in two 
words, and to fay, Vincat Veritas, " Let truth take place, 
and have the victory ;" and all that were prefent cried 
with a loud voice, Vincat Veritas, Vincat Veritas. 

Dr. Wcfton told them it was hypocritical, and that 
they had better fay, Vicit Veritas* " Truth hath gotten 
the victory. " Mr; Cheyney faid again, If you will give 
me leave, I will come to the point, that you may truly 
fay fo. Then addremng himfelf particularly to Mr. 
Watfon, he began after this manner. 

You faid that Mr. Haddon was not fit to difpute, 
becaufe he had not granted the natural and real pre- 
fence; but I fay you are much lefs lit to anfwer, becaufe 
you take away the fubftance of the facrament. Watfon 
faid, that he had fubferibed to the real prefence, and 
fhould not go away from that: fo faid the prolocutor 
and the oth-r priefts; fo that for a long time he could 
not have leave to proceed, till the lords defired that he 
fhould be heard. He now explained what he meant by 
fubferibing to the real prefence, far otherwife than they 
fuppofed. He then profecuted Haddon's argument, 
proving that the Greek, word before difcuffed was a fub- 
ftance, ufing the fame reafon that Haddon did; and 
when he had received the fame anfwer that was made to 
Haddon, he told them it was but a poor refuge, when 
they could not anfwer to deny the author, and proved 
the author to be a catholic dotftor; that being proved, 
he further confirmed what was faid of the nature and 
fubftance. The fimilitudc of Theodoret is this, faid ri£> 
as the tokens of Chrift's body and blood, after the invo- 
cation of the prieft, do change their names, and yet con- 
tinue the fame fubftance; fo the body 01 Chrift after his 
afcenfion, changed his name, and was called immortal, 
yet it had his former fafhion, figure, and circumfcription,, 
and, to fpeak in one word, the fame fubftance of his 
body. Therefore, if in the former part of the fimilitudc 
you deny the fame fubftance to continue, then in the 
latter part of the fimilitude, which agreeth with it, I 
will deny the body of Chrift, after his afcenfion, to have 
the former nature and fubflance. But that were a great 
hercfy ; therefore it is alfo a great hercfy to take away 
the. fubftance of bread and wine aftir confecration. In 
anfwer to this, Watfon was obliged to fay, that the 
fubftance of the body, in the former part of the fimili- 
tude brought in by him, did fignify quantity, and other 
accidents of the facramental tokens w hich arc feen, and 
not the very fubftance of the fame; and therefore The- 
odoret fays, Thofe things which arc feen. For accord- 
ing to philofophy, the accidents of things arc feen, and 
not the fubftances. 

Cheyney then appealed to the nobility, and defired 
that they would give no credit to them in fo faying: for 
if they think as they teach, after your lordfhjps have 
ridden forty miles on horfeback (as your bufinefs fomc- 
times may require) you lhall not be able to fay at night, 
that 



Q,Mary,A.D.I553-] A DISPUTATION about the READ PRESENCE. 



that faw your hoffcs all the day, but only the colour of 
them : and by this reafon (Thrill fnuft go to fchool, and 
k-am of Ariftotle how to fpeak. For when he faw Na- 
thaniel under the fig-tree, if Ariflotle had Hood by, he 
would have faid, No,. Chrifl, thou didft not fee him, 
but the colour of him. Then faid Watfon, fuppofe it 
were granted that Thcodoret was on the other fide, 
where there were one of that opinion, there were an 
Hundred on the other. 

. The prolocutor here perceiving that Mr. Watfon 
was clolely attacked, called upon Mr. Morgan to help 
him out, who faid, that Theodorct did no more than 
what he might lawfully do; for, firft, he granted the 
truth, and then, for fear of fuch as were not fully in- 
ft'rucicd in the faith, he fpakc myftically : he granted 
the truth, by calling the bread and wine the body and 
blood of Chrift ; after which he feems to give fomevvhat 
to the fenfes and to reafon: but that Theodoret was of 
the fame opinion with them, will appear from his words 
that follow, which are the caufc of what went before; 
ther^l^e he fays, The immortality, &c. whereby it 
Jeemetfi, that he meant the divine nature, and not the 
human. Morgan was then detected in mifapplying 
the text; for the book had not this word [for], and the 
Greek word did rather fignify [truly], from whence it 
plainly appeared, that it was the beginning of .a new 
matter, and not a fentence rendering a caufe of that he 
had faid before. 

Watfon now repeated what he had before faid : " Sup- 
pofe Theodoret be on your fide, of whom we never 
heard in print, before two or three years ago ; yet he 
is but one; and what is one againft, the content of the 
whole church ?" Cheyncy affirmed, that not only Theo- 
doret was of his opinion, that the fubftance of bread and 
wine do remain, but many others alfo, particularly 
Irenaeus, who, making mention of this facrament, fays 
thus : " When the cup which is mingled with wine, and 
the bread that is broken, do receive the word of God, it 
is made the Fucharift of the body and blood of Chrift, 
by which the fubftance of our flelh is nourifhed, and 
doth confift." From whence I infer, that if the thankf- 
giving do nourifh our body, then there is fome fubftance 
befides Chrill's body. To this both Watfon and Mor- 
gan replied, obferving, that [by which], in that 
fentence of Irenaeus, was to be referred to the next an- 
tecedent, that is, to the body and blood of Chrift; and 
not to the wine which is in the cup, and the bread which 
is^broken. Mr. Cheyney faid, that it was not the body 
of Chrift which nourifhed' our bodis ; and granting 
that the flefti of Chrift nourifheth to immortality, yet it 
doth not make for their argument, although it might be 
true ; no more than that anfwer which was made to my 
allegation out of St. Paul, The bread which we break, 
&c. with many others; whereunto you anfwered, that 
bread was not to be taken there in it's proper fignifica- 
tion, that is, not for that it was bread, but for that it 
had been fo ; any more than the rod of Aaron was taken 
for a ferpent, becaufe it had been a ferpent. After this, 
Mr. Cheyney quoted Hefychius, and ufed the fame rea- 
fon that he did concerning the burning of fymbols ; and 
afked them, what was burnt? Mr. Watfon faid, we 
muft not enquire nor afk, but if there was any fault, 
impute it to Chrift. Then faid Mr. Cheyney, whence 
came thofe allies, if not from fubftance ? or can any 
fubftance arife from accidents ? 

Here Mr. Harpsfield was called in to the affiftance of 
Watfon, and to hear what he could fay to this matter; 
who began with a fair preamble about the omnipotency 
of God, and the weaknefs of human reafon as to the 
comprehenfion and attainment of religious matters; and 
faid, that whatfoever we faw, felt, or taftcd, it was not 
convenient to truft our fenfes. — (The very pith and mar- 
row of popery this.) He alfo related a curious legend 
out of St. Cyprian, how a woman faw the facrament 
burning inhercoft'er; and that which burned thus, faid 
Harpsfield, burnetii here, and becometh afhes ; but what 
that was which burnt, he could not tell. Mr. Cheyncy 
continued ftill to force them with this queftion — What 
was it that was burnt? — it was either, faid he, the 
fubftance of bread, or elfe the fubftance of the body of 
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Chrift, which was too great an abfurdity to grant. At 
length they anfwered, it was a miracle ; at which Mf; 
Cheyney fmil'ingj faid, that he would then f.iy no 

Then Dr. Wefton, the prolocutor, afked the compa- 
ny, whether thofe men had been fufficiently anfwered, or 
not? To which certain priefts faid, Yes;' but as to the 
great multitude of people, thefe exclaimed — No, no; 
they were not heard ; and the clamour was fo great, that 
it was heard almoft to the end of St. Paul's : whereat Dr. 
Wefton, being much' incenfed, anfwered fharply, that 
he afked not the judgment, of the rude multitude, and 
unlearned people, but. fuch as. were members of that 
houfe. Having faid this with much acrimony, he afk- 
ed Mr. Haddon and his fellow-difputants, whether they 
would anfwer them other three days? Mr. Haddon, 
Cheyncy, and Elmar anfwered. No. Upon which the 
archdeacon of Winchcfler, Mr. Philpot, ftood up, and 
faid, they fhould be anfwered ; and though all others re- 
fufed ro anfwer, yet he would not; but offered to an Aver 
them all in turns : with whofe offer the prolocutor being 
diffatisfied, railed at him, faying that he fhould go to 
Bedlam; to whom the archdeacon returned gravely 
this anfwer, that he deferved much more to be ferit 
thither, who behaved himfelf fo furioufly in the difpu- 
tation, without any indifferent equality. 

To this Dr. Wefton made no reply, but fifing up ad- 
drelTed the houfe, faying, Ail the company here have 
fubferibed, thefe men whom you fee only excepted. 
What their reafons are you have heard. We have an- 
fwered them three days, upon protnife, (which was a 
falfe affertion, for no fuch promife was made) that they 
fhould anfwer us again, as long as the order of difputa- 
tion continued, and, if they be able to defend their doc- 
trine, let them do fo. 

Then ftood up Mr. Elmar, and fhewed how vain a 
man Mr. Wefton was ; for he affirmed they never pro- 
mifed to difpute, but only to declare and teftify to the 
world their confeiences. . For when they were required 
to fubferibe, they refufed, alledging, that they would 
fhew good reafons which moved them, that they could 
not, agreeable to their confeiences, fubferibe; as they 
had partly done already, and were able to do more effec- 
tually. Therefore, continued he, it hath been ill called a 
difputation, and they are much to blame who called it 
fo. We meant not to difpute, nor now intend to anfwer,; 
before our arguments, which we have to propound, be 
folved, according as it was appointed': for, by anfwer- 
ing, we fhould but incumber ourfclvcs and profit no- 
thing, fince the rnatter is already decreed on, and de- 
termined, whatfoever we may. prove by difpute to the 
contrary. 

The SIXTH DAY'S DEBATE. 

On Monday following, October the 30th, the prolo- 
cutor demanded of Mr. Pnilpor, whether, in the qucf- 
tions, before propounded, he would anfwer their objec- 
tions or not ? To whom he made this anfwer ; that he 
would willingly do fo; if, according to their former de- 
termination and promife, they would firft anfwer fully 
fome of his arguments, of which he had a dozen, not 
half of the firft being decided ; and if they would an- 
fwer but one of his arguments fufficiently, he would re- 
ply to all the objections they could bring. The prolo- 
cutor bid him (tatehis argument, and it fhould be refo- 
lutely controverted by fome of them ; whereunto Mor- 
gan was appointed. Mr. Philpot then proceeded. On 
Wednclday lafl, faid he, I was' forced to filence before 
1 had prolecuted half my argument, the fum of which 
was, that the human body of Chrift was afcerided intd 
heaven, and placed at the right hand of God the Fa- 
ther ; wherefore, after the imagination of man, it could 
not befituated upon earth invifibly in the facrament of 
the altar. The argument was denied by Morgan ; but 
for proof hereof, Philpot faid, that this was what he 
had to confirm his firft argument with, if they would 
have fuffcred him the other day, as he hoped they would 
now. He thus proceeded with his argument. 

(i)One felt-fame nature receiveth not in ttfelf any 
thing that is contrary to itf< If. 

E (2) But 
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(2} But the body of Chrift is an human nature, dif- 
tinct from the deity, and is a proper nature of itfelf. 

(3) Therefore it cannot receive any thing that is con- 
trary to that nature, and that varietti from itfelf; 

But bodily to be prefcnt, and to be abfent bodily, to 
be on earth, and to be in. heaven, and all at one prefcnt 
time, are things contrary to the nature of an human 
body. Therefore, it cannot be faid of the human body 
of Chrift, that the felf-fame body is both in heaven, 
and alfo on the earth at one inftant, either vifibly or in- 
vifibly. Morgan denied the firft part of the argument, 
which Philpot fupportcd out of Vigilius, an -ancient 
Writers yet ftill Morgan cavilled thereat, and faid 
it was rio fcripture, Arid deft red him to prove the fame 
from fcripture. Philpot deduced the fame from St. 
Paul, who fays, that " Chrift is like unto us in all 
points, except fin;" therefore, like as one of our 
bodies cannot receive in itfelf any thing contrary- to the 
nature of a body, as td be in St. Paul's church and at 
Weftminfter in one inftant, or to be at London vifibly, 
and at Lincoln irivifibly at one time ; fo, in like man- 
ner, the body of Chrift cannot be in more places than 
one, which is in heaven, and confequently is not in- 
cluded or contained iu the facrament of the altar. But, 
laid the prolocutor, it is not true, that Chrift was like 
unto us in all points, fince he was not conceived by the 
leed of man as we are. Philpot replied, that Chrift's 
conception was prophefied before by the angel to be fu- 
pernatural, but after he had received our nature by the 
operation of the Holy Ghoft in the virgin's womb, he 
became in all points like unto us, except fin. 

Then Morgan affirmed, that thefe words of St. Paul 
did not plainly prove his purpofe. Well, faid Philpot, 
I perceive you anfwer only by cavilling, yet 1 am not 
deftitute of other fcriptures, though you refufe the tef- 
timony of fo ancient and catholic a doctor as Vigilius 
is. St. Peter, making mention of Chrift in the 3d 
chapter of the Acts, fays, *• Whom heaven muff re- 
ceive, until the confummation of all things," &c. which 
words are fpoken of his humanity ; and if heaven muft 
hold Chrift, then can he not be here on earth, in the 
facrament, as is pretended. Morgan laughing at this, 
-and giving no direct anfwer, Harpsfield, one of the 
bifhop of London's chaplains, flood up, and demanded 
of Mr. Philpot, whether he would of neceflity force 
Chrift to any place, or not? Philpot returned, that he 
would no otherwife force Chrift of necelfity to any place, 
than what the words of the Holy Ghoft teach, namely, 
that Chrift's human body muft abide in heaven until 
the day of judgment. To which Harpsfield replied, 
Do you not know that God is a God omnipotent ? Yes, 
faid Philpot, I know that right well ; but as to Chrift's 
omnipotency, what he can do, is not our queftion, but 
rather, what he actually doth : he may make more 
worlds; but doth he therefore fo? It were no good 
confequent to conclude, becaufc he may or can do this 
or that, therefore he doth it. 

SYLLOGISTIC ARGUMENT. 
Only fo much is to be believed of God's omnipo- 
tency, as is in the word exprefled. 

That Chrift's body is both in heaven, and here alfo 
really in the facrament, is not exprefled in the word. 

Therefore it is not to be believed, that the body of 
Chrift, being in heaven, is here in the facrament. 

Why, returned the prolocutor, then you will put 
Chrift in prifon in heaven. To which Philpot an- 
fwered, Do you reckon heaven to be in prifon? God 
grant us all to come to that prifon ! 

After this, Harpsfield aifirmed, that the Latin word, 
oportet, in St. Peter, (in Englifti, muft) did not import, 
as Philpot would infer, a neceflity, which might be 
made appear from other places of fcripture, as in the 
firft of Timothy, where St.* Paul faith, A bilhop muft 
be the hufband of one wife. Here the word oportet doth 
not mean neceflity, but a poffihility, that he, who never 
was married, may be a bifhop. To which Philpot re- 
plied, that the two paflages he compared were not alike ; 
and that in comparing the fcriptures we muft not con- 
fider the bare words, but rather their import : and in 



one place, quoted by him, St. Paul declares of what 
quality a bifhop ought to be; bin in the other St. Pe- 
ter refers to the place where Chrift muft neeeffarily be 
until the end of the world which we ought to believe 
to be true. And this comparifon of the Latin word, 

ftrtet, is no more an anfwer to my argument, than if 
was to fay of you, now being here, you muft needs 
be here, which importeth fuch a neceffity for the time, 
that you can no otherwife but be here ; yet you would 
endeavour, in words, to avoid this neceflity with another 
oportet in another fenfe, as for inftance, you muft be a 
good man, where mujl doth not indeed imply any fuch • 
neceffity, but that you may be an evil man. Thus your 
reafoning is not conclufivc, and by no meens an anfwer 
to my argument. 

The prolocutor, to help the matter out, if poffibte, 
brought up another oportet, faying, Oportet bcerefes ejfe ; 
muft hereiies needs be-therefore, becaufe of this word 
oportet? Certainly, returned Philpot, it cannot other- 
wife be, if you will add what immediately followeth, 
ut qui eleSli funt manifejientur, meaning, " that filch' as. 
be the elect of God may be manifeft and known." 1 But, 
faid the prolocutor, the time hath been that no fuch he- 
refies were. 1 know not of any fuch time, faid Phil- 
for fince the time of Abel and Cain herefies have 
and then began. Then faid the prolocutor, Will 
you not now anfwer Morgan an argument or two? I 
will, faid Philpor, if 1 may have my arguments firft an- 
fwered fairly, according to truth and learning. What ! 
faid the prolocutor, will you never be anfwered ? How I 
am anfwered, returned Philpot, let all here prefent 
judge, efpccially men of learning, and with what cavil- 
ling you have trifled with me. Firft, to the ancient au- 
thority of Vigilius, you have anfwered nothing, except 
denying wha: he faith to be fcripture. Secondly, to the 
words of St. Peter, in the Acts, you have anfwered, by 
demanding, whether 1 would keep Chrift in prifon, or 
not ? Let men now judge if this be a fufficient anfwer, or 
not. Upon this, Morgan flood up again, and afked 
Philpot, whether he would be ruled by the univerfal 
church or not ? Yes, faid Puilpot, if it be the true ca- 
tholic church ? and fince you fpeak fo much of the 
church, I would have you declare what the church is. 
The church, faid Morgan, is ditfufed and difperfed 
throughout the whole world That is a diffufc definition, 
faid Philpot, for I am yet as uncertain as I was before, 
what you mean by the church ; but is it not what was 
grounded and founded on the word of God, as St. Paul 
faith upon the foundation of the apoftles and prophets ? 
What ? quoth Moreman, was the fcripture before the 
Church ? Yes, anfwered Philpot. But I will prove the 
contrary, returned Moreman; and 1 will begin at the 
time of Chrift. The church of Chrift was before any 
fcripture written : for Matthew was the firft who wrote 
a gofpel, about a dozen years after Chrift : therefore, 
the church was before the fcripture. Philpot denied his 
argument ; and mewed it to be a fallacy ; for he took the 
fcripture to be only that which was written by men in 
letters; whereas in truth, all prophecy uttered by the 
Spirit of God, was counted to be fcripture, before it 
was written in paper and ink, for it was written in the 
hearts, and graven in the minds, yea, and infpired in the 
mouths of good men, and of the apoftles, by the Spirit 
of Chrift. The falutation of the angel was the fcripture 
of Chrift, or the word of God, before it was written. 
Moreman cried, Fie! fie! wondering that the fcripture 
of God fhould be counted fcripture before it was wrir- 
ten, and affirmed, he had no knowledge who faid fo. To 
whom Philpot replied, that as to knowledge iivthis mat- 
ter, for the trial of the truth, about the queftions in con- 
troverfy, he would wifh himfelf no worfe matched than 
with Moreman. 

At this the prolocutor was highly offended, faying to, 
Philpot, it was fpeaking arrogantly, to compare himfelf 
with fuch a worfhipful learned man as Mr. Moreman 1 
was, being himfelf a man unlearned, yea, a madman, 
fitter to be fent to Bedlam, than to be among fuch learn- 
ed and grave men as were there, and a man' who never 
would be anfwered, and one w ho troubled the whole 
houfe ; and therefore he commanded hini to come no 
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more into that houfe, of whomhe demanding, whether 
ihey would agree thereunto, or not, a great company 
afwered. Yes. Philpot returned, he might think him- 
felfhappy, who was out of their company. 

Then Morgan rofe up, and whifpered the prolocutor 
in the ear; and the prolocutor fpoke to Philpot again, 
and faid, left thou fhouldft flander the houfe, and fay, 
that we will notfufferyou to declare your mind, we are 
content you lhall come into the houfe as you have done 
before, fo as you be apparelled with a long gown and 
a tippet, as we be, and that you fhall not fpeak but 
when I command you. Then, faid Philpot, 1 had ra- 
ther be abfent altogether. 

Thus they reafoned pro and con, till at length, about 
the 13th of December, queen Mary took up the mat- 
ter, and fending to Bonner, bifhop of London, com- 
manded him to diffolve and break up the convoca- 
tion. 

The following is a Tranjlation of the. QUEEN'S PRE- 
CEPT, to BONNER, Bilhop of LONDON, for 
dijfolving the CONVOCATION. 

" TV/f ARY > &c - To the Hev - Father in God » Ed - 

iVJL mund, Lord Bifhop of London, fendcth- greet- 
ing. Whereas there is now held at Paul's, London, the 
convocation of the clergy belonging to the province of 
Canterbury : we, by and with the advice and confent 
of our council, «.nd tor divers other caufesand confider- 
ations particularly moving us thereunto, have hereby 
thought fit the faid convocation fliould be diffolved. 
And therefore we ftrictly charge and command you, 
forthwith to diffolve or caufc to be difTolved the faid 
convocation, as fhall feem to you moft fit and conveni- 
ent : fignifying withal on our part to all and feveral the 
bifhops, archdeacons, deans and all other fpiritual 
perfons, that they and every of them do obey and 
comply wiih this our command, as becometh them fo 
to do. 

" Witncfs ourfelf at Wcftminftcr, the 13th day of 
December, in the firlt year of our reign." 

TRANSACTIONS of the PRIVY COUNCIL, and 
PARLIAMENT, during the lime of the above DIS- 
PUTATION. 

November, 1553. On the 20th of this month, the 
mayor of Coventry fent up unto the lords of the coun- 
cil, Baldwin Clarke, J. Carelefs, Thomas Wilcocks, 
and Riehard Eftelin, for their behaviour upon Allhal- 
lotvs-day before; whereupon Carelefs and Wilcocks 
were committed to the Gate-houfe, and the other two 
to the Marihalfea. 

The fame day, fir Chriftopher Heydon, and fir Wil- 
liam Farmer, were ordered, by a letter from the coun- 
cil, to apprehend the Rev. John Huntington, for mak- 



ing a rhime again ft Dr. Stokes, and the facrament, who 
appearing before the council, on the 3d of December 
following, was, upon his humble fubmiflionj and pro- 
mifeof amendment in doctrine and living, again fuf- 
fered to depart. 

In the days of Henry VIIT. and Edward his fuccef- 
for, feveral noblemen and others were committed to the 
Tower; fome charged with treafon, as lord Courtney, 
and the Duke of Norfolk ; fome for the pope's fupre- 
niacy, and fufpicious letters tending to fedition, as 
Tonftal, bifhop of Durham, and others, who were all 
continued prifbners there, till queen Mary granted them 
a pardon, arid reftored them to their former dignities. 
Among thefe was Gardiner, bifhop of VYinchcfter, 
whom flic not only fet at libern, but alfo advanced 
him to be high chancellor of England. Lord Courtney 
fhe created Earl of Devonflu're, and fhewed him fo much 
favour, that it was fufpedted by fome fhe would marry 
him. At the fame time fhe alfo rcleafed that bloody 
profecutor, Bonner, from the Marfhalfca, and reflored 
him to the bifhopric of London, difplacing Dr. Rid- 
ley, with divers other good bifhops as Cranmer from 
Canterbury, alfo the archbiftiop of York, with a great 
number of archdeacons, deans, &c. in fhort, all thofe of 
the clergy who were either married, or would conftantly 
adhere to the reformed religion, were removed from 
- their livings ; and others, advocates for popery, put in 
the fame, as cardinal pool, (who was invited to Eng- 
land) Gardiner, White, Day, Troublefield, Sec. 

And whereas a rumour was fpread abroad, that, Cran- 
mer had recanted, and caufed mafs to be faid at Can- 
terbury, in order therefore to clear himfelf, he pub- 
lifhed a declaration of his truth and conftancy in thofe 
particulars, protefling that he neither had done fo, nor 
intended it, adding, that, if the queen pleafed, he, 
with Peter Martyr, and certain others whom he would 
chufe, would, in public difputation, vindicate the doc- 
trines of the reformation, againft all perfons whomfo- 
ever. But while he expeclcd to obtain leave for fuch a 
difputation, he, with other bifhops, were laid faft in the 
Tower. But Peter Martyr was permitted to depart the 
realm, and he went to Argentine. At length, in, this 
month of November, Dr. Cranmer, notwithstanding 
he had eai neftly refufed to fubferibe to the king's will 
in difinheriting his filter Mary, was arraigned ill the 
Guild-hall of London, and attainted of treafon, with 
the lady Jane Grey, and three of the duke of Nor- 
thumberland's fons, who were remanded back to the 
Tower, at the intrcaty of certain perfons, and there 
kept for a time. 

December 1553. About the beginning of this month, 
the parliament broke up, having firft repealed all fuch 
ftatutes as were either made of premunire, or concerned 
•any alteration of religion, and adminiftration of the fa- 
craments, in the reign ot Edward VI. 
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WYAT'S REBELLION— QUEEN MARY'S ORATION — LADY JANE'S Behaviour, and her Execution— 
BONNER'S Inftruclions to the Clergy of bis Diocefe~A CONVOCATION fummonfed. 

ON the 13th of January, 1554, Dr. Crome was 
committed to the Fleet, for preaching without li- 
cence, on Chriftmas-day ; and on the 21ft, Thomas 
Wooton, Efq. was committed clofe prifbner to the 
Fleet, for matters of religion. 

Early in this month the marriage of the queen was 
made public ; but the news of this event was ill received 
both by the common people, and feveral of the no- 
bility: and on this account, as alfo for religion, con- 
fpiring among themfelves, raifed a rebelion, whereof 
fir Thomas Wvat was one of the chief promoters,- w ho 
faid in Kent, (what others plainly perceived) that the 
queen and council would, by her marriage with a fo- 
reigner, bring upon this realm moft miferable fervitude, 
and efiablifh the popifh religion. 



January 25th. Intelligence was received at London^ 
of the infurrection in Kent ; and of the duke of Suf- 
folk having fled into Warwickibire and Leicefierfhire, 
with a View of railing forces in thofe counties. The 
queen, therefore, caufed them both, with the Care\vs of 
Devonfhire, to be proclaimed traitors ; and at the fame 
time fent Thomas, duke of Norfolk, into Kent, who be- 
ing near Rochefter bridge, forfaken of thofe who went 
with him, returned to London, no blood having been 
fhed on either fide. 

The duke of Suffolk having fled into Warwickfliire, 
the earl of Huntington was fent againlt him, who enter- 
ing the city of Coventry, before the duke, difappointed 
him of his purpofe. In his diftrefs, the duke confi- 
ded in a fervant of his, in Aftley park; but the traitor 
E 3 having 
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having betrayed him, he was apprehended, fent up to 
London, and committed to the Tower. In the mean 
time, fir Peter hearing jafthis, fled into France, but the 
other confpirators were taken ; ar.d Wyat advanced 
towards London in the beginning of February. The 
queen, having heard of his coming, repaired to Guild- 
hall, in the city, where (he made a vehement oration 
againft Wyat ; the fubftance and effect whereof here 
followcth, as near as out of her own mouth could be 
penned. 

An ORATION delivered by QUEEN; MARY in 
GUILD-HALL, LONDON. 

I AM come unto you in mine own perfon, to tell you 
that which already you fee and know, that is, how 
traitoroufly and rebcllioufly a number af Kentifhmen 
have aflembled themfelves againft both us and \ou. 
Their pretence (as they faid at the firft) was for a mar- 
riage determined for us: to the which, and to all the 
articKs thereof, ye have been made privy. But fincc 
we have caufed certain of our privy council to go again 
unto them, and to demand the caufe of this their rebel- 
lion, and it appeared then unto our faid council, that 
the matter of the marriage feemed to be but a Spanifh 
cloak to cover their pretended purpofe againft our re- 
ligion, for that they arrogantly and traitoroufly demand- 
ed to have the governance of our perfon, the keeping 
of the Tower, and the placing of our counfellors. ° 
Now, loving fubjects, what I am, ye right well know ; 
I am your queen, to whom at my coronation, when I was 
wedded to the realm, and laws of the fame (the fpoufal 
ring whereof 1 have on my finger, which never hitherto 
was, nor hereafter fhall be left off) you promifed your 
allegiance and obedience unto me. And that I am the 
right and true inheritor of the crown of this realm of 
England, I take all chrittcndom to witnefs. My father., 
as ye all know, poffefTed the fame regal Hate, which 
now rightly is defcended unto me : and to him always 
ye fhewed yourfelves moft faithful and loving fubjects, 
and therefore 1 doubt not, but ye will fhew yourfelves 
likewife to me, and that ye will not fuller a vile trai- 
tor to have the order and governance ot our perfon, and 
to occupy our eftate, cfpecially being fo vile a traitor 
as Wyat is: who certainly, as he hath abufed mine ig- 
norant fubjecls which be on his fide, fo doth he intend 
and purpofe the dettrucTion of you, and fpoil of \our 
goods. And 1 fay to you in the word of a queen, 1 
cannot tell how naturally the mother loveth the child, 
for L was never the mother of any j but certainly, if a 
princefs and govcrnefs may as naturally and earneftly 
love her lubjecis, as the mother doth love the child, then 
affure yourfelves, that I, being your lady and miftrefs, 
do as earned ly and tenderly love and favour you. And 
I thus loving you, cannot but think that you as heartily 
and faithfully love me, and then 1 doubt not, but we 
ihall give thefe rebels a fhort and fpeedy overthrow. 

As concerning the marriage, ye fhall underftand, that. 
I enterprized not the doing thereof without advice, 
and that by the advice of all our privy council, who fo 
confidered and weighed the .great commodities that 
might enfue thereof, that they not only thought it very 
honourable, but alfo expedient, for the wealth of the 
realm, and of your own fubjects. And as touching my- 
felf, 1 affure you, 1 am not fo bent to my will, neither 
fo precife nor affectionate, that either for mine own 
pleafurc I would chufe where I luff, or that I am fo 
defirous, as needs 1 would have one. For God, I thank 
him, to whom be the praife therefore, 1 have hitherto 
lived a virgin, and doubt nothing, but with God's grace, 
I am able fo to live ftill. But if, as my progenitors 
have done before, it may pleafe God that 1 might leave 
fome fruit of my body behind me, to be your governor, 
I truft, you would not only rejoice thereat, but alfo, 
I know, it would be to your great comfort. And cer- 
tainly, if 1 either did think or know, that this' marriage 
were to the hurt of any of >ou my commons, or to the 
impeachment of any part or parcel of the royal Hate of 
this realm of England, 1 would never confent thereun- 
to, neither would 1 ever marry while 1 lived. And in 
the word of a queen, I promife you, that if it fhall not 



probably appear to all the nobility and commons in the 
high court of Parliament, that this marriage fhall be for 
the high benefit and commodity of the whole realm, 
then will 1 abftain i'rom marriage while I live. 

And now, good fubjects, pluck up your hearts, and 
like true men, ftand faft againft thefe rebels, both our 
enemies and your's, and fear them not ; for I affure you, 
1 fear them nothing at all. And 1 will leave with you 
my lord Howard, and my lord treafurer, who fhall be 
afiiftants with the ma) or for your defence. 

It is to be obferved, that it having been reported 
the queen was coming into the city v\ ith armed men, 
this rumour fo terrified the Londoners, led they fhould 
be there- entrapped, ancLput to death, that great num- 
bers of them made out at the gate before fhe entered in. 
It is alfo to be noted, that when the queen had ended 
her oration (uhich fhe feemed to have learnt perfectly 
without book) at the conclufion thereof, Gardiner, 
bifhop of Wincheftcr, who ftood by her, cried to the . 
people, with great admiration, " O how happy are we, 
to whom God hath given fuch a wife and learned 
queen!" 

Two days after this, on the 3d of February, lord 
Cobham was committed to the Tower, and fir Thomas 
Wyat entered Southward ; when, finding no accefs that 
way into the city, he marched with his army by King- 
fton, and came through the Strand to Ludgate. Re- 
turning from thence, he w as oppofed at '1 emple-bar, 
and there furrendeicd himfelf to fir Clement 1 arfon, 
who brought him to court ; and, with him, the remains 
of his army (for fir George. Harper, and almoft half 
of his men, had deferted him at Kingfton-bridge) were 
alfo taken, -and about one hundred killed. A great 
number of the captives were hanged; and Wjat was 
executed on Tower-hill, and then quartered. His head 
being fet up upon Play-hill, was taken away from, 
thence, and great feaich made fi r the fame. 

On the 12th of February, the unfortunate Lady Jane 
Gray was beheaded. Two days before her death, Mr. 
Feckman, oiherwife Howman, was fent to her from the 
queen, to converfe -with her, and endeavour to turn her 
from the doctrine of Chrift and the reformation to Mary's 
popifh religion. The fubftance of their convcrfation is 
thus related. 

A CONVERSATION between Mx. FECKNAM and 
Lady JANE GRAY, a Jhort time before Jhe was 
beheaded. 

Feckman. Madam, I lament your heavy cafe, and 
yet 1 doubt not, but that you bear out this forrow of 
your's with a conftant and patient mind. 

Jane. You are welcome unto me, fir, if your coming 
be to give chrittian exhortation. And as for my heavy 
cafe, ( I thank God) 1 do fo little lament it, that rather I 
account the fame fora moremanifeft declaration of God's 
favour towards me, than ever he fhewed me at any time 
before. And therefore there is no caufe why either you, 
or others which bear me good will, fhould lament or be 
grieved with this my cafe, being a thing fo profitable for 
my foul's health. 

Feck. I am here come to you at this prefent time 
fent from the queen and her council, to inftruct you in 
the true doctrine of the right faith : although I have fo 
great confidence in you, that I fhall have, I truft, little 
need to travel with you much therein. 

Jane. Forfooth I heartily thank the queen's highnefs, 
which is not unmindful of her humble fuhject : and I 
hope likewife, that j ou no lefs will do your duty therein 
both truly and laithfully, according to that you were 

Feck. What is then required of a chriftian man? 

Jaix. That he fhould believe in God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoft, three perfons and one God. 

Feck. What, is there nothing elfe to be required or 
looked for in a chriftian, but to believe in him ? 

Jane. Yes, we mull love him with all our heart, 
with all our foul, and with all our mind, and our neigh- 
bour as ouvfelf. 

Feci: 
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. Fecknam. Why, then, faith neither juftifieth, nor 
faveth. 

Jane. Yes verily, faith (as St. Paul faith) only jufti- 
fieth. 

Fecknam. Why, St. Paul faith, IPI have all faith 
without love, it is nothing. 

Jane. True it is ; for how can I love him whom I 
truft not? Or how can 1 truft him whom I love not? 
Faith and love go both together, and yet love is com- 
prehended in faith. 

Fecknam. How many facrarhents are there? 
Jane. Two. The one the facrament of baptifm, stnd 
the other the facrament of the Lord's Supper. 
Fecknam. No, there are feven. 
Jane. By what fcripture find you that ? 
Fecknam. Well, we will talk of that hereafter. But 
; what is fignificd by your two facraments? 

Jane. 15y the facrament of baptifm, I am waftied with 
water and regenerated by the Spirit, and that warning is 
a token to me that I am a child of God. The facra- 
-riient of the Lord's flipper offered unto me, is a Aire 
feal and teftimony that I am, by the blood of Chrilt, 
which he ftied for me on the crofs, made partaker of 
the everlafting kingdom. 

Fecknam. Why, what do you receive in that facra- 
ment ? Do you not receive the very body and blood of 
Ghrift? 

Jane. No furelv, I do not fo believe. I think that at 
the fuppcr I neither receive flefh nor blood, but bread 
and wine; which bread when it was broken, and the 
wine when it was drankj putteth me in remembrance 
ho« that for my fins the body of Chrift was broken, and 
his blood Hied on the crofs, and with that bread and 
wine, I receive the benefits that come by the breaking 
of his body, and (bedding of his blood. 

Fecknam. Why, doth not Chrift fpeak thefe words, 
Take, -eat, this" is my body? Require you any plainer 
■words? Doth he not fay it is his body ? 

Jane. 1 grant, he faith fo ; and fo he faith, I am the 
vine, I am the door; but lie is never the more the door 
•nor the vine. Doth not St. Paul fay, He calleth things 
that are not as though they were ? God forbid that I 
Ihould fay, that I eat the very natural body and blood of 
Chrift : for then cither I ftiould pluck away my redemp- 
tion, or elfe there were two bodies, or two Chrifts. One 
body «as tormented on the crofs, and if they did eat 
another body, then had he two bodies j or if his body 
were eaten, then was it not broken upon the crofs ; or 
if it were broken upon the crofs, it was not eaten of his . 
difciples. 

. With thefe and fuch like pcrfuafions he endeavoured, 
but to no purpofe, to turn her to the popifh religion. 
\ They reafoned about many other things, but thefe were 
the chief. 

I LETTER 

From LADY JANE to Mr. HARDING, {late Chap- 
lain to her Father the Duke a/Suffolk,) then fallen 
. from the truth of Coo's Holy Word. 

SO oft as T call to mind the dreadful and fearful fay- 
ing of God, « ; That he which layeth hold upon the 
plough and looketh back, is not meet for the kingdom 
of heaven;" and, on the other fide, the comfortable 
words of our Saviour Chrift to all thofe that, forfaking 
themfelves, do follow him : 1 cannot but marvel at thee, 
and lament thy cafe, which fcemed fometime to be the 
lively member of Chrift, but now the deformed imp of 
the devil ; fometime the beautiful temple of God, but 
now the ftinking and filthy kennel of Satan ; fometime 
the unfpotrcd fpoufe of Chrift, but now the unfhame- 
- faced paramour of Antichrift; fometime my faithful 
brother, but now a ftranger and apoftate; fometime a 
Itout chriftian foldier, but now a cowardly run-away. 
Yea, when I_confider thefe things, I cannot but fpeak 
to thee, and cry out upon thee, thou feed of Satan and 
not of Judah, whom the devil hath deceived, the world 
hath beguiled, and thedefireof life fubverted, and made 
thee of a chriftian an infidel. Wherefore haft thou 
taken the tetiamcnt of the Lord in thy mouth ? Where- 



fore haft thou preached the law and the will of God to 
others?' Wherefore haft thou infthicted others to be 
ftrong in Chrift, when thoti thyfelf doth fo ftiarriefully 
fhnnk, and fo horribly abufe the teflament and law of 
the Lord? When thou thyfelf pr'eacheft not to fteal, 
yet molt abominably fiealeft, not from men,' but from 
God, and committing imoft heinous facrilege, robbeft 
Chrift thy Lord of his right members, thy body and 
foul, and chufeft rather to live miferably with fhame in 
the world, than to die, and glorioufly, with honor, reign 
with Chrift, in whom even death is life? Why doft 
thou now ihew thyfelf moft weak, when indeed thou 
oughteft to be moft firong ? The ftrength of a fort is 
unknown before the affault, but thou vieldeft thy hold 
before any battery be made. O w'tetched and unhappy 
man, what art thou bur duft and aihes ? And wilt thou 
refift thy Maker that faftiioned and framed thee ? Wilt 
thou now forfalce him that called thee from the cuftorh- 
gathering among the Romifti antichriftians, to be art 
ambaflador and meflengcr of his eternal word ? He that 
firft framed thee, and fince thy fii ft creation and birth 
preferved thee, nouriftied and kept thee, yea, and ih- 
fpired thee with the fpirit of knowledge (I cannoV fay 
ot grae ggBfe ll he not now poflefs thee? Dareft thou 
dchver^ppfyfelf to another, being not thine own, but 
his? How canftthou, having knowledge, or how dareft 
thou negledt the law of the Lord, and follow the vain 
traditions of men s and whereas, thou haft been a pub- 
lic profeffor of his name, become now a defacer, of his 
glory ? Wilt thou refufe the true God, and Worfhijb the 
invention of man, the golden calf, the whore of Baby- 
lon, the Romifh religion, the abominable idolj the 
moft wicked mafs ? Wilt thou torment again, rent, 5»nd 
tear the moft precious body of our Saviour Chriftj with 
thy bodily and fleftily teeth ? Wilt thou take upon thee 
to offer any facrifice unto God for our fin's, confidering 
that Chrift offered up himfelf (as St. Paul faith) upoh 
the crofs, a lively facrifice once for all? Can neither 
the puniihment of the Ifraclites (which, for their ido- 
latry, they fo oft received,) nor the terrible threateriings 
of the prophets, nor the curfes of God's own mouth, 
fear thee to honour any other God than him ? Doft thou 
fo regard him that fpared not his dear and only Soil 
for thee, fo diminilhing, yea, utterly extinguishing 
his glory, that thou wilt attribute the praife and honor 
due unto him to the idols, which have mouths' and 
fpeak not, eyes and fee not, cars and hear not ; which 
ftiall perifh with them that made them ? 

What faiih the prophet Baruch, where he recited the 
epiftle of Jeremy, written to the captive Jews? Did he 
not forewarn them, that in Babylon they ftjould fee 
gods of gold, filvcr, wood, and ftone, borne upon men's 
ftioulders, to caft a fear before the heathen ? " But be 
ye not afraid of them, (faith Jeremy) nor do as others 
do. But when you fee others worftiip them, fay you in 
your hearts, It is thou, O Lord, that oughteft only to 
be worfhipped; for as of thefe gods, the carpenter 
framed them and polifhed them, yea, gilded be they, . 
and laid over with filver and vain things, and cannot 
fpeak." He ftieweth, moreover, the abufe of their 
dealings, how the prieft took off their ornaments, and 
apparelled their women withal ; how one holdeth a 
fceptre, another a fword in his hand, and yet can they 
judge in no matter, nor defend themfelves; much lefs 
any other, from either battle or murder, nor yet from 
gnawing of worms, nor any other evil thing. Thefe 
and fuch like words fpeaketh Jererny-unto them, where- 
by he proveth them to be but vain things, and no gods. 
And at laft he concludeth thus, " Confounded be all 
they that worftiip them." They were warned by Je- 
remy, and thou as Jeremy haft warned others, and 
art warned thyfelf by many fcriptures in many place's. 
God faith, he is a jealous God, which wrll have all 
honour, glory, and Worftiip, given to him only. And 
Chrift faith in the fourth of Matinew, to Satan which 
tempted him, even to the fame Beeliebub, the I fame 
devil which hath prevailed againft thee: " It. is'wrll- 
ten (faith he) thou (halt honour the Lord thy God, 
and him Only fhalt thou ferve." 

F Thefe 
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( Thefe and fuch like do prohibit thee and all chriftians 
, to worftiip any other God, than which was before all 
worlds, and laid the foundations both of heaven and 
earth: and wilt thou honour a detcflable idol, invented 
by Romifh popes, and the abominable college of crafty 
cardinals? .Chrift offered himfelf up once for all, and 
wik thou offer hirn up again daily at thy pleafure? But 
; thou wilt fay, thou doeft it for a good intent. O fink 
<of fin! O child of perdition! Doft thou dream therein 
, of a good intent, where thy confeience beareth thee 
vt itnefs of God's threatened wrath againfc thee? How 
did Saul? who, for that he difobeyed the word of the 
Lord for a good intent, was thrown from his worldly and 
temporal kingdom, Shalt thou then, that doft deface 
God's honour, and rob him of his right, inherit the 
eternal and heavenly kingdom ? Wilt thou for a good 
intent difhonour God, offend thy brother, and danger 
thy foul, for which Chrift haft {hed his moft precious 
blood? Wilt thou for a good intent pi uck Chrift out 
of heaven, and make his death void, and deface the. 
triumph of his crofs by offering up daily ? Wilt, thou, 
either for fear of death, or hope of life, deny and 
j refi'fc thy God, u ho enriched thy poverty, healed thy 
infirmity, and yields to thee his viclory, ifa||j5&.couldlt 
have kept it ? Doft thou not confider, th^pe thread 
; of thy life hangeth upon him that made thee, "who can 
(as his will is) either twine it harder to laft the longer, 
or untwine it again to break the fooner? Doft thou 
,'not then remember the faying of David, a notable king, 
to tieach thee a mifcrable wretch, in his 40th Pfalm, 
whejre he faith thus : " When thou takeft away thy 
Spirjit, O Lqrd, from men, they die and are turned 
agjiih to their duft : but when thou letteft thy breath 
g(S forth, they (hall be made, and thou {halt renew the 
/face of the earth." Remember the faying of Chrift in 
his gofpel : " Whofoever feeketh to favc his life, fhall 
lofe it : but whofoever will lofe his life for my fake, fliall 
.'find it." 

Laft of all, let the lively remembrance of the laft day 
be always before your eyes, remembering the terror that 
fuch (hall be in at that time, with the runagates and 
fugitives from Chrift, which fetting more by the world 
Jthan by heaven, more by their life than by Kim that gave 
them life, did fhrink, yea, did clean fall away upon him 
that forfook not them : and contrariwifc, the incftimable 
jays prepared for thern, that fearing no peril, nor dread- 
ing death, have manfully fought, and victorioufly tri- 
umphed over all the powers of darknefs, over hell, 
.death,, and damnation, through their moft redoubted 
. captain Chrift, who now ftretcheth out his arms to re- 
' ceive you, ready to fall upon your neck and kifs you, and 
laft, of all to feaft you with the dainties and delicates of 
his own precious blood: which undoubtedly, if it might 
.ftand with his determinate purpofe, he would not fcru- 
ple to fhed again, rather than you fhould be loft. To 
( ' whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, be all hon- 
our, praife, and glory everlafting, Amen. 

"Be constant, be constant, fear not for any pain : 
- " Christ hath redeemed thee, and heaven is thy gain." 

LETTER 
imcb LADY JANE/«;/ to her SISTER, the LADY 
KATHERINE, the Night before fhe Suffered, written 
at the End of the New Teft anient in Greek. 

Good Sifter Katherine. 

I Have here fern you a book, which although it be not 
outwardly trimmed with gold, yet inwardly is more 
. worth than precious ftones. It is the Book (dear fifter) 
of the law of the Lord. It is his teftament and laft will, 
which he bequeathed unto us wretches ; which (hall lead 
you to the path of eternal joy : and, if you with a good 
,mind read it, and with an earneft mind do purpofe to 
; ^.follow it, it fliall bring you to an immortal and evcrlaft- 
~ing life. It fliall teach you to live, and learn you to 
1 die: it fhall win you more than vou fhould have gained 
'by the:pofieflion of your woeful father's lands. For as 
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if God had profpered him, you^Bould have inherited 
his lands; fo if you apply diligently this book, feeking 
todirecl your life after it, you fhall bean inheritor of 
fuch riches, as neither the covetous (hall withdraw from 
you, neither thief fhall fteal, neither yet the moths cor- 
rupt. Dcfire with David, good fifter, to underftand 
the law of the Lord God. Live ftill to die, that you by 
death may purchafc eternal life. And truft not that the 
tendernefs of your age fliall lengthen your life ; for as 
foon (if God call) goeth the young as the old : and la- 
bour always to learn to die. Defy the world, deny the 
devil, defpife the flefh, and delight yourfelf only in 
the Lord. Be penitent for your fins, and yet .defpair 
not : be ftrong in faith, and yet prefume not; and de- 
fire with St. Paul to be diffolved and to be with Chrift, 
with whom even in death there is life. Be like the good 
fervant, and even at midnight be waking, left when 
death cometh and ftealeth upon you as a thief in the 
night, you be, with the evil fervant found flee'ping; 
and left for lack of oil, you be found like the fivefooliftj 
women, and like him that had not on the wedding gar- 
ment, and then ye be caft out from the marriage. Re- 
joice in Chrift, as I do. Follow the fteps of your maf- 
ter Chrift, and take up your crofs ; lay your fins on his 
back, and always embrace him. And as touching my 
death, rejoice as I do, (good fifter) that I fliall be deli- 
vered of "this corruption, and put on incorruption. For 
I am affnred, that I fliall, for lofing of a mortal, life, 
win an immortal life, the which 1 pray Godgraht you, 
and fend you of his grace to live in his fear, and to 
die in the truechriftian faith, from the which,. (in God's 
name) I exhort you, that you never fwerve, neither 
for hope of life, nor fo.- fear of death. For if you 
will deny his truth, to lengthen your life, God will 
deny you, and fhorten ) our days. And if you cleave 
unto him, he will prolong your days to your comfort 
and his glory : to which glory God bring me now, and 
you hereafter, when it pleafcth him to call you. Fare 
you well, good fifter, and put your only truft in God, 
who only muft help you. 

The BEHAVIOUR and DYING WORDS of LADY 
JANE upon the SCAFFOLD. 
When fhe mounted the fcaffold, fhe fpake to the 
fpeftators in this manner. " Good people. 1 am coma 
.hither to die, and by a law 1 am condemned to the fame. 
The faft againft the queen's highnefs was unlawful, and 
the confenting thereunto by me ; but touching the pro- 
curement anddefire thereof by me or on my hehalf, 1 
do wafh my hands thereof in innocency before God, and 
the face of you, good chriftian people, this day ;" and 
therewith fhe wrung her hands wherein fhe had her book. 
" Then (faid fhe) I pray you all good chriftian people, 
to bear me witnefs that I die a true chriftian woman, and 
that 1 do look to be faved by no other means, but only 
by the mercy of God in the blood of his only Son Jefus 
Chrift : and I confefs, that when I did know the word of 
God, 1 negledted the fame, loved myfelf and the world, 
and therefore this plague and punifhment is happily and 
worthily happened unto me for my fins: and yet 1 thank 
God that of his goodnefs he hath thus given me a time 
and refpite to repent : and no*-, good people, while 1 
am alive, 1 pray you affift me with your prayers," 
And then kneeling down, fhe turned toFecknam, fay- 
ing, '* Shall I fay this pfalm ?" and he faid, Yea. 
Then fhe faid the' pfalm of Miferere mei Dens, inEng- 
lifb, in a moft devout manner throughout to the end ; 
and then flic ftood up, and gave her maid, Mrs. Ellen, 
her gloves and handkerchief, and her book to Mr. Bru- 
ges : and then flic untied her gown, and the executioner 
preffed upon her to help her off with it, but ftiedefiring 
him to let her alone, turned towards her two gcmlewo r 
men, who helped her off therewith, and alfo with her 
frowes, paaft, and neckerchief, giving to her a fair 
handkerchief to put about her eyes. 

Then the executioner kneeled down and afked her 
forgivenefs, whom fhe forgave moft willingly. Then He 
deiired her to ftand upon the ftra.w, which doing, fhe 
law the block. Then {he faid, 1 pray )ou difpatch me 
quickly. 
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quickly. Then (lie kneeled down; faying, Will you 
take it off before I lay me down ? and the executioner 
f.iid, No, madam. Then fhc tied the handkerchief 
about her eyes, and feeling for the block; (lie faid, 
What mall 1 do? Where is it? Where is it? One of 
the ltanders by guiding her thereunto, (he laid her head 
down upon the block, and then ftretching forth her 
body, faid, " Lord, into thy hands I commend my 
fpirit;" and fo finifhed her life, in the year of our 
Lord 1554, the 12th day of February, about the 17th 
year of her age. 

Thus died the lady Jane, and on the fame day the 
lord Guildford her liuiband, one of the duke of Nor- 
thumberland's fons, was likewife beheaded, two inno- 
cents in coniparifon of them that fat upon them. For 
they were both very young, and ignorantly accepted 
that which others had contrived, and by open procla- 
mation confirmed to take from others, and give to them. 

Touching the condemnation of this pious lady, it is 
to be noted, that judge Morgan, who gave fentence 
againft her, foon after he had condemned her, (ell mad 
and in his raving cried out continually to have the lady 
Jane taken away from him ; and fo he ended his life. 
On the 21ft day of the fame month, Henry duke of 
. Suffolk was beheaded on Tower-hill, the fourth day 
after his condemnation : about which time man) gen- 
tlemen and yeomen were condemned, whereof fome 
were executed at London, and fome in the country. 
In the number of whom was the lord Thomas Gray, 
brother to the faid duke, being . apprehended not long 
after in North Wales, and executed for the fame. Sir 
Nicholas Throgmorton very narrowly efcaped. 

On the 24th day of February, in the fame year, Bon- 
ner, bifhop of London, fent a commiffion, directed to all 
the pallors and curates of his dioccfe, for the takiijg of 
the names of allfuch as mould refufe to come to auricu- 
lar confeffion of the Lent following, and to the receiv- 
ing at Eafter. The copy of which here followeth. 

The INSTRUCTIONS of BONNER, Bishop of 
LONDON,/**/;/ to all the CURATES of his Diocefe. 

EDMUND, by the permiffion of God, bifhop of 
1 London, to all parfons, vicars, curates, and mi- 
nifters of the church, within the city and diocefe of 
London, fendeth grace, peace, and mercy in our Lord 
cverlafting. Forafmuch as by the order of the ecclefiaf- 
tiral laws and conftitutions of this realm, and the lau- 
dable ufage and cuftom of the whole catholic church, 
by many hundred years agone, duly and devoutly ob- 
fcrved and kept, all faithful people being of lawful age 
and discretion, are bound once in the year at leaft (ex- 
cept reafonab'le caufe excufc them) to be confeffed to 
their own proper curate, and to receive the facrament 
of the altar, with due preparation and devotion : and 
forafmuch alfo as we be credibly informed, that fundry 
evil difpofed and undevout perfons, given to fcnfual 
plcafures, and carnal appetites, following the luffs of 
their body, and neglecting utterly the health of their 
fouls, do forbear to come to confeffion according to the 
faid ufage, and to receive the facrament of the altar ac- 
cordingly, giving thereby pernicious and evil example 
to the younger fort, to ncglccl and contemn the fame : 
We minding the reformation thereof for our own dis- 
charge, and deflrous of good order to be kept, and good 
example to be given ; do will and command you by 
virtue hereof, that immediately upon the receipt of this 
our commandment, ye and every each of you within 
your cure and charge, do ufe all your diligence and 
dexterity to declare the fame, jftraitly charging arid 
commanding all your parifhioncrs, being of la« ful age 
and difcretion, to come before Eafter next coming, to 
confeffion, according to the faid ordinance and ufage, 
with due preparation and devotion, to receive the faid 
facrament of the altar, and that yc do note the names 
of all fuch as be not confeffed unto you, and do not re- 
ceive of you the faid facrament, certifying us, or our 
chancellor or cornrniffary thereof, before the fixth day of 
April next enfuing the date hereof ; that fo we knowing 
thereby u ho did not come to- confcflion, and receiving 



the facrament accordingly, may proceed againft them, 
being perfons culpable, and tranfgreffors of the faid 
:lefiaftical law and ufage. Further alio certifying us, 
our faid chancellor or cornrniffary, before the dav atbre-I 
faid, whether you have your altars fet ,up, chalice-book, 
veflments, and all things necelTkry for niafs, and~the 
adminiftration of facraments and facramentals, with 
proceffion, and all other divine fervice prepared and iri 
readinefs, according to the order of the catholic church, 
and the virtuous and godly example of the queen's mi- 
jefty. And if ye fo have not, ye then with the church- 
wardens caufe the fame to be provided for; fignifying 
by whofc fault and negligence the fame want or fault 
hath proceeded, and generally of the not coming of 
your parifhioners to church, undue walking, talking, 
or ufing of themfelves there irreverently in the time of 
fervice, and of all other open faults and mifde- 
-s, not omitting thus to do, and certify as before, 
as you will anfwer upon your peril for thecon'rary. 

Given at London the 23d of February, in the 
year of our Lord 1 £ 54. 
On the fourth of March following the queen fent a 
letter to Bonner, bifliop of London, with certain ar. 
tides annexed thereunto, to be put in fpeedy execution, 
containing as follows : 

QUEEN MARY's LETTER to BONNER, BisHO* 
of LONDON . 

RIGHT reverend father in God, right trufty and 
well-beloved, we greet you well. And whereas 
heretofore in the time of the late reign of our moft 
dear brother king Edward the fixth, whofe foul God 
pardon, divers notable crimes, exceffes and faults, with 
iundry kinds of hcrefies, fimony, adultery, and other 
enormities have been committed within this our realm, 
and other our dominions, the fame coniinuing yet hi- 
therto in like diforder fince the beginning of our reign 
without any correction or reformation at all, and the 
people both of the laity and alfo of the cl'eroy, and 
chiefly of the clergy, have been given to much 'info- 
lency and ungodly rule, greatly to the difpleafurc of 
Almighty God, and very much to our regret and evil 
acceptation, and to no little flander of other chriftian 
realms, and in a manner to the fubverfiou and clea" 
defacing of this our realm ; and rememberino- ( 
to Almighty God, to be to forefee (as much °s it. 
be) that all virtue and godly living mall be embraced, 
flounfh andincreafc; and therewith alfo tint all vice 
and ungodly behaviour fhould be banifhed and put 
t W -!i!' J ° r 2\ thC le !! rtwife ( fo n 'g h as might be) fo 
bridled and kept under, that godlinefs and honefty miaht 
have the upper hand ; understanding by very credible 
report and public fame, to our no fmall heavinefs and 
difcomfort, that within your diocefe, as well in not ex- 
empted as exempted places, the like diforder and evil 
behaviour hath been done and ufed, like alfo to conti- 
nue and increafe, unlefs due provifion be had and made 
to reform the fame ; which earneftly in very deed we 
do mind and intend to the uttermoft all the ways we can 
poffible, rrufting of God's furtherance and help in that 
behalf, bar thefc caufes and other moft juft confider- 
at.ons us moving, we fend unto you certain articles of 
fuch fpecial matters, as among other things be moft 
neceffary now to be put in execution by you and your 
officers, extending to the end by us defired, and the re- 
formation aforefaid : wherein ye fhall be charged with, 
our fpecial commandment, by thefe our letters, to the 
intent you and ) our officers may the more earneftly and 
boldly proceed thereunto, without fear of any preemp- 
tion to be noted in your part, or danger to be incurred 
of any fuch our laws, as by our doing of that is in the 
faid articles contained, might any wife grieve you 
whatfoever be threatened in any fuch cafe. And there- 
fore we ftrauly charge and command you, and your 
faid officers, to proceed fo the execution of the faid 
articles, without all tratf and delay, as "ye will anfwer 
to the contrary. 

Given under our fignet, at our palace of Weft, 
minder, the third day of March, the firft year 



of our reign. 
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ARTICLES fent from the QUEEN unto the ORDI- 
NARY, commanding both him and his Officers to fee 
them put in Execution throughout the whole Diocefe. 

FIRST, That every bifhop and his officers, with all 
ochers having ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, fhall with 
all fpecd and diligence, and all manner of ways to thern 
poiliblc, put in execution all fuch canons and ecclefi- 
aftical laws, heretofore in the time of king Henry the 
eighth ufed within this realm of England, and the do- 
minions of the fame, not being directly and exprefsly 
contrary to the laws and ftatutes of this realm. 

item, That no bifhop, or any of his officers, or other 
perfon aforefaid, hereatter in any ecclefiaftical writing, 
in procefs or other extrajudicial acts, do ufe to put in 
this claufc or fentence, [Tupported by royal anthority.] 
Item, That no bifhop, or any of his officers or other 
perfon aforefaid, do hereafter exact" or demand in the 
admiffion of any perfon to any ecclefiaftical promotion, 
order, or office, any ©ath touching the primacy or fuc- 
ceffion, as of late in few years patted have been accuf- 
tomed and ufed. 

Item, That every bifhop and his officers, with att 
other perfons aforefaid, have a vigilant eye, and ufefpe- 
cial diligence and forefight, that no perfon be admit- 
ted or received to any ecclefiaftical function, benefice, 
or office, being a facramentary, infected or defamed 
with any notable kind of herefy, or other great crime j 
and that the faid bifhop do ftay, and caufe to be flayed, 
as much asiieth in him, that benefices and ecclefiafti- 
cal promotions do not notably decay, or take hindrance, 
by paffing or confirming of unreafonable leafes. 

Item, That every bifhop, and all other perfons afore- 
faid, do diligently travel for the repreffing of herefies 
and notable crimes, efpecially in the clergy, duly cor- 
recting and punifhing the fame. 

Item, That every bifhop, and all the other perfons 
aforefaid, do likewife travel for the condemning and re- 
preffing of corrupt and naughty opinions; unlawful 
books, ballads, and other pernicious and hurtful devices, 
engendering hatred amongft the people, and difcord 
among the fame. And that fchoolmafters, preachers, 
and teachers, do exercife and ufe their offices and duties 
without teaching, preaching, or fetting forth any evil 
and corrupt doctrine, and that doing the contrary, they 
may be by the bifhop and his faid officers punilhed and 
removed. 

Item, That every bifhop, and all other perfons afore- 
faid, proceeding fummarily, and with all celcriry and 
fpecd, may and fhall deprive or declare deprived, and 
remove, according to their learning and discretion, all 
fuch perfons from their benefices and ecclefiaftical pro- 
motions, who contrary to the ftate of their order, and 
the laudable cuftom of the church, have married and 
ufed women as their wives, or otherwife notably and 
flanderoufly difordered or abufed themfelves: fequeft- 
ering alfo, during the faid procefs, the fruits and pro- 
fits of the faid benefices and ecclefiaftical promotions. 

Item, That the faid bifhop, and all other perfons 
aforefaid, do ufe more lenity and clemency with fuch as 
have married, whofe wives be dead, than with other 
whofe women do yet remain alive. And likewife fuch 
priefts, as with the confent of their wives or women 
openly in the prefence of the bifhop do profefs to ab- 
ftain, to be ufed more favonrably. In which cafe, after 
the penance effectually done, the bifhop, according to 
his difcretion and wifdom, may upon jutt confideration 
receive and admit them again to their former admini- 
flration, fo it be not in the fame place, appointing them 
fuch a portion to live upon, to be paid out of their bene- 
fice whereof they be deprived by difcretion of the faid 
bifhop or his officer, as he (hall think may be fpared of 
the faid benefice. 

Item, That every bifhop, and all other perfons afore- 
faid, do forefce that they fuffer not any religious man, 
having folemnly profeffed chaftity, to continue with his 
woman or wife, but that all fuch perfons, after depriva-" 
tion of their benefice or ecclefiaftical promotion, be alfo 
divorced every one from his faid woman, and due pun- 
ifhment otherwife taken for the offence therein. 



Item, That every bifhop, and all other perfons afore- 
faid, do take order and direction with the parifhioners 
of every benefice, where priefts do want, to repair to the 
next pnrifh for divine fervice, or to appoint for a conve- 
nient time, till other better provifion may be made, one 
curate to ferve in the room of another, in divers parifhes, 
and to allot to the curate for his labour fome portion of" 
the benefice that he fo ferveth. 

Item, That all and all manner of. proceffions of the 
church be ufed and frequented, and continued after the 
old order of the church, in the Latin tongue. 

Item, That all fuch holy days and faffing days be ob- 
ferved and kept, as were obferved and kept in the latter 
time of king Henry the eighth. 

Ircm, That the laudable and honeft ceremonies which 
were wont to be ufed, frequented, and obferved in 
the church, be alfo hereafter frequented, ufed, and ob- 
ferved. ~ , , 

Item, That children be chriftened by the prieft, and 
confirmed by the bifhop, as heretofore hath been accus- 
torned and ufed. 

Item, Touching fuch perfons as were heretofore pro- 
moted to any orders, after the new fort and fafhion of 
orders : confidering they were not ordered in very deed, 
the biihop of the diocefe, finding otherwife fufficiency 
and ability in thofe men, may fupply that thing which 
wanted in them belbre, and then according to his dif- 
cretion admit them to minifter. 

Item, That by the bifhop of the diocefe an uniform 
doctrine be fet forth by Homilies, or otherwife, for the 
good inftruction and teaching of all people: And that • 
the faid bifhop and other perfons aforefaid, do compel 
the parilhioners to come to their feveral churches, and 
there devoutly to hear divine fervice, as of reafon they 
ought. 

Item, That they examine all fchoolmafters and teach- 
ers of children, and finding them fufpectcd in any wife, 
to remove them, and place catholic men in their rooms,' 
with a fpecial commandment to inftruct their children, 
fo as they may be able to anfwerxhc prieft at the mafs] 
as hath been accuftomed. 

Item, That the faid bifhop, and all other the perfons 
aforefaid, have fuch regard, refpect, and confideration of 
and for the fetting forth of the premifes, with ail kind 
of virtue, godly living, and good example, with repreff- 
ing alfo and keeping under of vice and unthriftinefs, as 
they and every of them may be feen to favour the refti- 
tution of true religion ; and alfo to make an honeft ac- 
count and reckoning of their office and cure, to the ho- 
nour of God, our good contenc and profit of this our 
realm, and the dominions of the fame. 

A like charge alfo, with articles, was fent from queen 
Mary to the lord Mayor of London, the fourth day of 
March, in the fame year, who, upon receiving the fame, 
directed his commandment to the aldermen, every one 
feverally in his ward, as followeth : 

By the LORD MAYOR. 

ON the queen our moft gracious and moft benign 
fovereign lady's behalf, we moft ftraitly charge 
and command you, that ye the faid aldermen fail not 
perfonally to call before your own perfon in' fuch place 
within your faid ward, as to you fhall feem moft con- 
venient and meet, upon Wednefday next coming, which 
fhall be the feven:h day of this prefent month, at feven 
of the clock in the morning of the fame day, all and 
every the houftioldcrs both poor and rich of your faid 
ward, and then and there openly and plainly for your 
own difcharge, and for the efchewing the perils that, 
to you might otherwife be jufily imputed and laid, do 
not only ftraitly admonifh, charge, and command, in the 
queen our faid fovereign lady's name and behalf, all and 
every the faid houfholders, that both in their own per- 
fons, and alfo their wives, children, and fcrvants, bein<* 
of the age of twelve years and upwards, and every of them"", 
do at all and every time or times from henceforth, and' 
namely, at the holy time of Eafter now appioachin" 
honeftly, quietly, obediently, and catholickly, ufe and 
behave themfelves like good and faithful chriftian peo- 
ple, in all and every thing and things touching and con- 
cerning 
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cerning the true faith, profeffion, and religion of his ca- 
tholic church, both according to the laws and precepts 
of Almighty God, and aifo their bounden duty of obe- 
dience towards our fovercign lady the queen, her laws 
and flatuses, and her high nets 's molt good example and 
gracious proceeding according to the fame, and accord- 
ing alfo to the right, wholefome, charitable and godly 
admonition, charge and exhortation, late fet forth and 
given, by the right reverend father in God, the bifhop 
of London, our diocefan and ordinary, to all theparfons, 
vicars, and curates, within his diocefe: but alfo, that 
they and every of them do truly, without delay, advertife 
you of the names and furnames of all and every perfon 
and perfons, that they, or any of them, can or may at 
any time hereafter know, perceive or underftand to 
tranfgrefs or offend, in any point or article concerning 
the premifes, at their utmoft perils. That ye, irhmedi- 
ately after fuch notice thereof to you given, do forthwith 
advertife us thereof. Fail ye not thus to do with all cir- 
cumfpection and diligence, as ye will anfwer to our faid 
moft dread fovercign lady the queen for the contrary at 
your like peril. Given at the Guild-hall of the city of 
"London, the 5 th day of March, in the firft year of the 
reign of our faid fovercign lady and queen. 

BLACKWELL. 

And likewife do you give to every of the faid houfhol- 
dcrs ftraitly in commandment, that they or their wives 
depart not out of the faid city, until this holy time of 
Eallcr be part. 

About the fame year and time that Bonner publifhed 
his prefcript or charge, there came from the queen an- 
other proclamai ion, commandingall foreigners and Gran- 
gers to depart this realm. The copy of which procla- 
mation, which rclaied chiefly to religion and doclrinc, is 
as foiioweth. 

A Copy of the QUEEN's PROCLAMATION fir 

driving all Foreigners and Strangers out of the i-.ealm. 
" ' 1 iHE queen our fovrcign lady, underftanding that 
JL. a multitude of evil difpofed perfons, being bofn 
out of her highnefs's dominions in other fun dry nations, 
flying from the obeyfance of the princes and rulers under 
-whom they be born, (fome for herefy, fome for murder, 
treafon, robbery, and fome for o'her horrible crimes,) be 
reforted into this her majeily's realm, and here have 
made theirdemurrer,and yet bccommorantandlihgering, 
to efchew fuch condign punifhment as their faid hor- 
rible crimes deferve, on purpofe to infect her good fub- 
jecls with the like, infomuch as befides innumerable he- 
retics, which divers of the fame being heretics have 
preached and taught within her highnefs's faid realm, it is 
affuredly known unto her majefty, that not only their 
fecret practices have not failed to ftir, comfort, and aid 
divers her highnefs's fubjects to this moft unnatural re- 
bellion againft God and her grace, but alfo fome other 
of them deli ft not flill to practice with her people forth- 
with to rebel : her majefty therefore, having (as afore- 
faid) knowledge and intelligence hereof, hath for reme- 
dy herein determined and moft ftraitly chargeth and 
commandeth, that all and every fuch perfon and perfons 
born out of her highnefs's dominions, now commorant 
or refident within this realm, of whaifocver nation or 
country, being either preacher, printer, boukfcller, or 
other artificer, or of whatfoever calling elfe, not being 
denizen or merchant known tiling the trade of merchan- 
dize, or fcrvant to fuch aivibaftiidors as be leigcrs here 
from the princes and ftates joined in league with her 
grace, fhall within twenty-four days of this proclama- 
tion, avoid the realm upon pain of moft grievous pun- 
ifhment by imprifonmcnt, and forfeiture of all their 
goods and moveables, and alfo to be delivered unto their 
natural princes or rulers, againft whofe perfons or laws 
thev have offended. Giving to all mayors, fheriffs, bai- 
liffs, eonftables, fubjetf's, &c. ftraitly alfo in charge, if 
they know any fuch perfon, not born in the queen's 
highnefs's dominions (except before excepted) that fhall, 
alter the time and day limited in the proclamation, tarry 
within this realm, that they fhall apprehend the fame 
perfon or perfons to the intent order may be forthwith 
given for their punifhment accordingly." 



Upon this proclamation, not only the [hangers who 
were ■ received into the realm, for the fake of religion, 
in king Edward's time, (among whom were Peter Mar- 
tyr, and John Alafco, the king of Poland's uncle) but 
many Engliftimen alfo fled, fome to Friczland, fome to 
Cleveland, fome into high Germany ; where they were 
divcrfly fcattered into different companies and congre- 
gations, at Wefel, Frankfort, Bafil, Zurich, Geneva, and 
other places; wherein, by. the providence of God, 
near eight hundred perfons were all fuftained, and en- 
tertained, with much greater kindnefs, by ftrangers 
abroad, than they could be in their own country at 
home: 

In the month of March, likewife, the lord Courtney, 
earl of Devonfhire, and the quedn's fifter, by a politi- 
cal trick of Stephen Gardiner, bifhop of Wihchetter, 
were committed to the Tower, under a pretended fuf- 
picion of their having been confenting to What's con- 
fpiracy: This Gardiner had always been a capital 
enem> io lady Elizabeth, and by means of Wyat's re- 
bellion, thejefuitical bifhop hoped to gather fbmetbing, 
whereby he might accufe both that princefs and lord 
Courtney ; but the fame day fir Thomas Wyat was ex- 
ecuted, he defired the lieutenant of the Tower to con- 
duct hirh to the prefence of lord Courtney; where, be- 
fore the lieutenant and the fheriffs, kneeling down, he 
befought lord Courtney's fbrgivenefs, for that he had 
falfely accufed both him and the lady Elizabeth; and 
when carried from thence to the fcaffold, he there, pub- 
lickly in the face of all the fpectators; declared, that 
lady Elizabeth aad lord Courtney were irltirely inno- 
cent, and had not the leaft knowledge of; nor concern 
in the Kentilh infurrection. At which confefiton, Dr. 
Wefton ftanding by, had the affurance to addicfs the 
people, faying, " Believe him not, good people, for he 
confefft;d otherwife to the council," 

Not long after this, a certain apprentice, living in 
Sr. Lawrence-lane, named Cut, as he was drinking with 
Denham, a plafterer, happened to fay, that fir Thomas 
Wyat had cleared lady Elizabeth, and lord Courtney, of 
confenting to his rifing ; which words being brought to 
Gardiner, (by what means was not known) fir Andrew 
Judd was immediately fent by the bifhop to the lord- 
mayor, commanding him to bring" the faid apprentice 
to the ftar-chamber, he being accufed for faying that 
W>at was conftrained by the council to accufe lady 
Elizabeth and lord Courtney. When this man wrfs 
brought to the ftar-chamber, Gardiner, fctting afide 
all other matters in hand, began with declaring, how 
miraculoufly almighty God had brought the queen td 
the crown, the whole realm being in a manner againft 
her ; which event he had brought to pafs, for the An- 
gular intent and purpofe, that this realm being over- 
fpread with herefies, (he might reduce the fame again 
to the true catholic faith ; and as to the ladv Eliza- 
beth, having taken her into favour, {he had loved her 
tenderly, and alfo the lord Courtney ; who had been 
long detained in prifon, whom fhe had fet at Iibertyj 
bellowing great benefits upon him ; yer, notwithftand- 
ing all this, they had both moft unnaturally and trai- 
teroufly confpired againft her majefty, with that heu 
nous traitor Wyat, as (faid he) by the confeffion of 
Wyat, and the letters fent to and fro", may plainly ap- 
pear : but there were fome in the city of London who 
reported, that Wyat was conftrained by the council, to 
accufe lady Elizabeth, and lord Courtney ; and you, 
(faid he to the Mayor) my lord, have not feen th? 
fame punifhed. '* 1 he party is here, returned the lord 
mayor." Take him with you, (faid Gardiner) and pu- 
nifli him according to his defert ; and further, my lord, 
take heed to your charge; the city of London is a 
whirlpool and link of all evil rumours, Where they be 
bred, and from thence fpread into all parts of the 
realm. When he had faid this, lord Shandois, lieute- 
nant of the '1 ower, who flood by at the fame time, in 
order to flatter the bifhop in his tale, thus fpoke ; " M>- 
lords, this is a truth that I fhall tell you. Being lieute- 
nant, of the Tower, when Wyat fuftired, he defired mc 
to bring him to lord Courtney ; which when 1 had done 
he fell down upon his knees before him in my prefence' 
and 
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and defiled him to confefs the truth of himfelf, which 
he had done before, and fubmit himfelf unto the queen's 
majcfty's mercy." 

Thus much (fays Mr. Fox) I thought fit to declare of 
this matter, to the intent, that the reader, perceiving 
the bifhop's proceedings in the premifes, and compa- 
ring the fame with the' teftimony of the fheriffs, who 
were prefent the fame time when fir Thomas Wyat afk- 
ed the lord Courtney forgivenefs, may better judge of 
the whole cafe and matter, for which the lady Eliza- 
beth and the lord Courtney were fo long in trouble. 

Queen Mary after this, partly fearing the Londoners, 
by reafon of Wyat's confpiracy, and partly perceiving^ 
moft of the city, for the fake of religion, not to favour 
greatly her proceedings, in order to fhew her difplea- 
fure, and to their, hindrance, fummonfed a parliament to 
be held at Oxford, with a view alfo of gratifying this 
city, where both the univerfity, town, and country, 
had fhewed themfelves very obedient and forward, e(- 
pecially in reftoring the catholic religion. For this 
purpofe, great provifion was made, as well by the 
queen's officers, as by the townfmen of Oxford, and 
the country round 'about. But her majefty's mind 
foon changed, and in April following, the fame parlia- 
ment was held at Weftminfter 5 where the queen, 
among other matters, propofed her marriage with king 
Philip, which was agreed upon ; and likewife the re- 
ftoring of the pope's fupremacy, which could not be 
obtained. At the fame time when this parliament was 
fummonfed, the queen likewife fummonfed a convoca- 
tion of the bifhops and clergy, writing unto Bonner, 
(whom fhe had made vicegerent in the room of Cran- 
mer, then in the Tower) in the following ftyle, diffe- 
rent from that of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. 

" Mary, by the grace of God, of England, France, 
and Ireland, queen, defender of the faith; to the Rev. 
father in God, Edmund, lord biftiop of London, fend- 
eth greeting, &c." 

Here the queen's title is altered, the latter part being 
omitted, namely, " Of the churches of England and 
Ireland, fupreme," becaufe in this fefiion of parliament 
the fupremacy was taken from the crown of England, 
and reftored to the pope : and bilhop Bonner giving his 
certificate upon the fame, leaves out Auloritate, &c. 
" By the authority of our moft illuftrious queen im- 
powered ; which part of the bifhop's title, in the fame 
parliament, was likewife repealed and taken away. It 
is alfo to be obferved that on opening the convocation, 
Bonner, biftiop of London, made a certain. exhortation, 
or oration, to the clergy then affembled, wherein he fet 
forth the. moft incomparable and fuperangelical order of 
priefthood, as will appear from the following fragment, 
collected by fome prefent, which is well worthy the 
• reader's notice, both becaufe the author of it lhould not 
be forgot, and becaufe the eftimation of the blefled or- 
der fliould lofe nothing of its preeminence ; an order, 
which, according to biftiop Bonner, ftandeth above an- 
gels and kings. 

BONNER's ORATION, in Praife o/PRIESTHOOD. 

W'HEREFORE it is to be known, that priefts and 
elders be worthy of all men to be worfhipped 
for the dignity fake which they have of God, as in Mat- 
thew xvi. " Whatfoever ye {hall loofe upon earth, &c. 
and whatfoever ye {hall bind,'' &c. For a prieft by fome 
means is like Mary the Virgin, and is fhewed by three 
points ; as the bleffeof Virgin by five words did conceive 
Chrift, as it is faid, Luke 1 . Fiat tnibi Jecundum verbum 
Uium : that is to fay, " Be it unto me according to thy 
word :" fo the prieft by five words doth make the very 
body of Chrift. Even as immediately after the confent 
of Mary, Chrift was all whole in her womb: fo imme- 
diately after the fpeaking of the words of confecration, 
the bread is fubiiantiated into the very body, of Chrift. 
Secondly, -As the Virgin carried Chrift in her arms, and 
laid him in an ox-ftali after his birth ; even fo the prieft 
after the confecration, doth lift up the body of Chrift, 
- and placeth it, and carrieth it, and handlcth it with his 
hands. Thirdly, As the .blefled Virgin was fanftified be- 
fore fhe had conceived ; fo the prieft being ordained and 
■ajiointed before he doth confecrate, becaufe without 



orders he could confecrate nothing ; therefore the lay- 
man cannot do that thing, although he be ever fo holy, 
and do fpeak the felf-fame words of confecration. There- 
fore here is to be known, that the dignity of priefts by 
fome means paffeth the dignity of angels, becaufe there 
is no power given to any of the angels to make the body 
of Chrift. Whereby the leaft prieft may do on earth, 
that which the greateft and higheft angel in heaven can- 
not do. Whereupon St. Ambrofe upon St. Luke faith, 
" Doubt thou not the angels to be where Chrift is pre- 
fent upon the altar." Wherefore priefts are to be ho- 
noured before all kings of the earth, princes, and nobles. 
For a prieft is higher than a king, happier than an angel, 
maker of his Creator. Wherefore, &c. 

We have before obferved, that Dr. Ridley was re- 
moved from Frcmingham to the Tower; while there, 
being one day invited to the lord lieutenant's table, he 
had a conference, or converfation, w ith fecretary Bourne, 
Mr. Fecknam, (the queen's commiffioners,) and others, 
concerning the controversies in religion s the fum where- 
of, as penned by Dr. Ridley himfelf, is as follows. 
A CONVERSATION that paffed in the TOWER, „/ 

the LORD LIEUTENANT'S TABLE between Dr. 

RIDLEY, SECRETARY BOURNE, and Mr. 

FECKNAM. 

Mr. Thomas Bridges faid, at his brother's the lord 
lieutenant's table, 1 pray you, doctors, for my informa- 
tion, tell me what an heretic is. Secretary Bourne faid, 
I will tell you who is an heretic ; whofo ftubbornly and 
ftiffly maintaineth an untruth, he is an heretic. You 
mean fir, faid I, an untruth in matters of religion, and 
concerning our faith. Yes, that is true, faid he; and 
in this we are foon agreed. Then faid Mr. Fecknam, 
whom they called mafter dean of Paul's, fitting at the 
upper end of the table, I will tell you by St. Auguftine 
who is an heretic ; " He that either for the' fake of princes, 
or for the fake of filthy lucre, fcts on foot or propagates 
wrong notions,- he is an heretic." Sir, faid I, L think 
St. Auguftine addeth the third number, which is, *' Or 
for the fake of vain glory." You fay even true, mafter 
doctor, faid he, and thus far we did agree all three. 

Mr. Fecknam began again, faying, Whofo doth not 
believe what the fcripture affirmeth, but will obftinately 
maintain the contrary, he is an heretic j as in the facra- 
ment of the altar, Matthew doth affirm there to be 
Chrift's body, Mark doth affirm it, Luke affirmeth it, 
Paul affirmeth it, and none denieth it : therefore to hold 
the contrary, is herefy. It is the fame body and flefh 
that was born of the virgin ; and. this is confirmed by 
unity, antiquity, and univerfality. For none before 
Berengarius did ever doubt of this, and he was an here- 
tic, as mafter doctor there knoweth full well 5 1 do take 
to witnefs his own confcicnce, faid he. 

In truth, faid the fecretary, Mr. Fecknam hath fpo- 
ken well. Thefe are great matters, unity, antiquity, and 
univerfality. Do not you think fo, Dr. Ridley ? 

Here, while J fecmed unwilling to talk, one of the 
commiffioners faid, Peradventure Dr. Ridley doth agree 
with Mr. Fecknam, and in that cafe there needs not 
much debating of the matter. 

Sir, faid I, in fome things I do, and mall agree with 
him; and in fome things which he has fpoken to be 
plain, I do not agree with him at all. Matters, faid 1, 
ye are (as 1 undcrftand) the queen's commillioneis here, 
and if ye have commiffion 10 examine me in thefe mat- 
ters, 1 fhall declare unto you plainly my faith ; if ye have 
not, then I fhall pray \ou cither to give me leave to 
fpeak my mind frecly,-of elfe to hold my peace. 

There is none here, faid the fecretary, that cloth not 
favour you : and then every man fhewed what favour 
they bare towards me, and how glad they would be of 
an agreement. 

Taking this {hew of courtfey for a licence to fpeak 
my fcntiments.freely, 1 thus proceeded. 

To Mr.JFecknam's arguments of the manifold affir- 
mations where no denial was, 1 anfwered; Where is a 
multitude of affirmations in fcripture, and where is one 
affirmation, all is one concerning the truth of the matter, 
for that which any one of the evangelifts fpake, infpircd 
by the Holy Gr.oft, was as true as that which is fpoken 
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of them all. It is ..as true what John faith df Chrjft 
" 1 annhe door of the weep," as if all had faid it; 
For it is. not in fcripture as in witnefs, of rrien, where 
the number is credited more than one, becaufe it is 
uncertain with what fpirit he doth fpeak. And where 
Mr. Feckman fpake of fo many, affirming, without any 
negation &c. Sir, faid 1; ail they do affirm the thing 
which they meant. Now if yc take their words, to 
leave their meaning, then do they affirm what ye take, 
but not what ihey meanr. If in taik with you, 1 fhbujd 
fo utter my mind in words, that ye by the fame do, 
.and may plainly perceive my meaning, and could if 
you would be captious, cavil at my words, and writhe 
them to another fenfe, 1 would think ye were no 
gentle companions to talk with, except ye would 
take my words as ye perceived 1 did mean; 

Mr. Feekman perceiving whereunto my difeburfe 
tended, faid, What circumftanccs can you fhew that 
fhall move me to think of any other fenfe than as 
the words plainly fay, " This is my body which fhall 
be betrayed for you ?" 

Sir, faid I, even the next fentencc that followeth, 
viz. " Do this in my remembrance.'' And alfo by 
what reafonye fay the bread is turned into Ghrift's car- 
nal body, by the fame I may fay, that it is turned into 
his myltical body. For as that faith of it, " This is 
my body which fhall be betrayed for you } " fo Paul, 
•who fpake by (Thrift's Spirit, faithi " We being many, 
aro all but one bread and one body, iriafmuch as 
tve are partakers of one bread." 



Here he called one bread, one ioaf, faid the fecretary. 

Yes, faid I, dne loaf, one bread, all is one with me, 

But what fay you of the imiverfaiity, antiquity, and 
unity, that Mr. Fecknarh fpoke of ? 

I allure you; faid I, 1 think them weighty matters; 
and to be confidered well. As for unity; the truth is 
before God, 1 do believe it, and embrace \t, fo it be 
with verity, and joined to our head Chrift, and fucri 
an one as St. Paul ipeaketh or, faying; " One faith, one 
God, one baprifm.'' And for antiquity; ,1 am alfo 
perfuaded that to be true which Irenasus .faith; That 
which " is nrft is true. In dur religion Chrift's faith' 
was firft truly taught by Chrift himfeif, by his apbfties, 
and by many good men; that from the beginning did 
fucceed next unto therri And for this controversy of 
the facrament, I am perfuaded that thofe old writers; 
which wrote before the controveriy, and the ufurpr 
ing of the fee of Rome; do all agree if they be well 
underftodd.in this truth; 

Now as for univerfality, it may have two meanings ; 
one to underftand that to be univerfal, which from, 
the beginning in all ages hath been allowed ; another 
to uriderftand univerfality for the multitude of our 
age; or of any other Angular Age. 

No, rip, faid Mr. Secretary; thefe three do always 
agree, and where there is one, there is all the reft: 
and here he and 1 changed many wor#s. To be 
fhort in this matter, wc did not agree; <" 
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An AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT of a PUBLIC DISPUTATION appointed by /feQUEEN's fpecial Command 
in a CONVOCATION held at Siv MARY's CHURCH, in OXFORD. 



A BOUT the' tenth' of April, Cranmer archbi- 
_/\ (hop of Canterbury, Ridley, biftiop of London, 
and Hugh Latimer, fometime bifhop of Wor- 
cefter, were conveyed as prifoners frorh the 
Tower to Windfor, and from thence to the univerfity of 
Oxford, there to difpute with the divines and learned 
men of both the univerfiucs, Oxford and Cathbridge, 
about the prefencc, fubftance, and fkcrifice'jf the facra- 
ment. The names of the univerfity doctors, and gra- 
duates, appointed to difpute again!! them were thefc : 
of Oxford, Dr. Wefton, prolocutor, Dr. Trefham; Dr. 
Cole, Dr. Oglethorpe, Dr. Pie, Mr. Harpsfield, and 
Mr. Feckrtam. Of Cambridge, Dr. Young, vice- 
chancellor, Dr. Glin, Dr. Seaton, Dr. Watfon, Dn 
Sedgcwick, Dr. Atkinfon, &c. The articles Or 
queftions whereupon they fhould difpute were thefe: 

1. Whether the natural body of Chrift be' really In the 
facrament after the words fpoken by the prieft or not ? 

2. Whether in the facrament, after the words of 
confecration, any other fubftance do remain, than the 
fubftance of the body and blood of Chrift ? 

" 3. Whether in the mafs there be a facrifice pro- 
pitiatory for the fins of the quick and the dead ? 

On Saturday the 7th day of April, the heads of the 
•colleges in Cambridge being aflembled together, let- 
ters coming down from Stephen Gardiner, lord chan- 
cellor, were read with articles therewith annexed, that 
fhould be difputed upon at Oxford. Whereupon in 
the faid congregation of the aforefaid univerfity of 
Cambridge, there was granted firft a grace in this 
form, propofed by the fenior proctor j " May it plcafc 
you to have an inftrument made, that the dctrine of 
thefe aforefaid articles is found and catholicfc, and 
confonanr with verity of the right meaning faith, and 
that the fame may be approved by your confent and 
voices?" Secondly, in the faid congregation, another 
grace was given and granted, that Dr. Young being 
vice-chancellor, Dr. Clin, Dr. Atkinfon, Dr. Scot, and 
Mr. Sedgewick, fhould go to Oxford to defend the faid 
articles againft Canterbury, London, and l.atimcr : alfo 
to have letters to (he Oxford-men, fealed with their 
common feal. Item, Another grace was granted to Mt. 
Sedgewick to be actual doctor, being thereupon imme- 
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diatcly admitted. The aforefaid letters being then, 
drawn out, the third day after, (which was the nth 
day of April) were read in the aforefaid congrega- 
tion houfe, and there fealed. 

The day after, being the 12th of the fame- months 
the doctors of that univerfity fet forward to Oxford, 
where they arrived on the 13th of April, and lodged, 
all at the Crofs-inn, with one Wakecline, fome time 
a fervant to bifhop Bonner. 

Soori after their coming, Dr. Crobke preterite'd therri 
with wine for their welcome; and fhortly after, two of 
their beadles came from the vice-chancellor of Oxford; 
and prefented the vice-chancellor of Cambridge with . a 
difh of apples and a gallon of wine : after whom Mr; 
Pie and Fecknam came next to welcome them. Thert 
after confultation concerning the delivery of their let- 
ters, dnd inftrument of grace (which was in Dr. Scatori 
and Dr. Watfoh's keeping) they all went to Lincoln 
college to Dr. Wefton the prolocutor, and to Dr. Tre- 
fham, the vice-chancellor, to whom they delivered 
their letters, declaring what they had done touching 
the articles, letters, and graces. Half an hour after 
eight they returned to their inn again; but firft con- 
cluded on a proceffion, fermon, and convocation, on the 
day following, and that the doctors of Cambridge: 
fhould be incorporated with the univerfity of Oxford, 
and that the doctors of Oxford fhould be incorporated 
with the univerfity of Cambridge. The fame day, the 
three prifoners were feparated, Dr. Ridley to the houfe 
of Mr. Irilh, Mr. Larimer to another, and Dr. Cran- 
mer remained ftill in Bocardo, a prifon in Oxford. 

On Saturday, April 14, at eight o'clock, the vice- 
chancellor of Cambridge, with the other doctors of the 
fame univerfity, repairing to Lincoln college againj 
found the prolocutor above in the chapel, with a com- 
pany of the houfe linging mafs for the dead, and tarri- 
ed there until ihe end. Then having consulted together 
in the maficr's room, about nine they all came to the 
univerfity church, called St. Mary's, where, after a 
fhort confultation in a chapel, .the Vice-chancellor, the 
prolocutor, &c. of Oxford,, caufed the vice-chancellor 
of Cambridge, and the reft' of the doctors of that uni- 
verfity, to, fend for their, fcarlct robes brought from 
H Cambridge, 
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Cambridge, favethat Dr. Seaton and Watfon borrowed ■ 
of 'i*he Oxford men. By ^this "time the regents, in the I 
congregation houfe, had granted all the Cambridge I 
doctors their graces, to be incorporate there ; and fo 
they went up and were immediately admitted, Dr. 
Oglethorpe prefenting. them, and the proctor reading 
the ftatute, arid'givirig them their oaths. 

That done, they all came into the quire, and there 
held the convocation of the univerfity : they had mafs 
bf the : Holy Ghdft folemnly fung before them by the 
quire-men of/Chrift's church ; but firft the caufeof the 
convocation Was opened in- English, partly by the vice- 
chancellor, and partly by the prolocutor, declaring that 
they were fent by the queen, and wherefore they were 
fent, and caufed Mr. Say the regifter operily to read the 
comnfiffton. ' That done, the vice-chancellor read the 
Cambridge letters openly, and then concluded, that 
three notaries, Mr. Say for the convocation, a beadle 
of Cambridge for that univerfity, and one Mr. White 
for Oxford, fhould teftify bf their doing, and then or- 
dered the faid notaries to provide parchment, that the 
whole affcmbly might fubferibe to the articles, except 
Wofe that had fubferibed before in 'the convocation ; 
houfe at London and Cambridge ; and fo the vice-chan- 
cellor began 'firft, and the reft of the Oxford men after 
him, as many as could in the mafs time. 

Mafs being done, they went in proceffibn to'Lincom 
college, where they dined with the mayor of the town, 
one alderman, four beadles, Mr. Say, and the Cam- 
bridge notary. After dinner they all went again to 
St; rMar.y's church ; and there, after a fltort coufultation • 
in a chapel, all the commiffioncrs came into the quire, 
and fat on feats before the altar, to the number of 
thirty-three perfons : and firft they fent to the mayor, 
*that.hc fliould bring in Dr. Cranmer, who within a 
while was brought to them with a number of trufty 
bill-men. 

The reverend archbiftiop, when he was brought be- 
fore the cbmmiflioncrs, paid his refpects to them with 
•much-humility, and flood with his ftaff in his hand, 
who, notwithftanding having a ftool offered him, re- 
fufed to fit. . 

• The prolocutor caufed the articles to'be read to'him, 
•and. a copy to be delivered him, afligning him to an-, 
fwer thereunto on Monday next, and fo charged the 
rhayor with him again, to be had to Borcado, where 'he 
was kept before ; offering moreover uritb him, to name 
what books he would occupy, and he- fhould have them 
brought to him. The archbiftiop was greatly corri- 
•mended of every body for his modefty : ihfomuch that 
Tome 'matters of arts were feen to weep for him, which 
. -In 'judgment were contrary to' him. 
' : ' Then was Dr. Ridley brought in, who hearing the 
articles read to him, immediately replied, they were 
all falfe, and faid further, that they fprang out of 
: bitter and four root. 

Then he was afked whether he would difpute or no? 
Heanfwered, " That as long asGod gave him life, he 
fhould not only have his heart, but alfo his mouth and 
peri "to defend his truth ; but he required time and 
bodks." They faid he' could nor, and that he fliould dif- 
pute on Thurfday, and till that time he fhould 'have 
books. He faid it was unreafonablet'hat he might not 
have his own books and time alfo. Then they gave him 
' the articles, and. defired him to write his' mind of them 
that night ; after which, they commanded the mayor 
-to have him from whence he came. 

Laft of all came in Mr. Latimer, with a handker- 
chief, and' two or three caps on his head, his fpedacles 
hanging by a ftring at his breaft, and a ftaff in his 
hand, and was fet in a chair ; for fo was he fuffercd by 
the prolocutor. After his denial: of the articles, when 
he had . appointed Wednefday for difputation, he al- 
ledged age, ficknefs, difufe and lack of books, faying, 
" That he was almoft as meet to difpuie, as to be a 
captain of Calais : but he would, he laid, declare his 
mind either by writing or word, and would ftand 10 all 
-they could lay upon his back ;" complaining moreover 
That he was permitted to have neither pen nor ink, 
nor jet any book but only the New Tcftament there in 



his- hand, which' he laid he had' read over feven times 
deliberately, and ; yet 'could not firid the mafs in it, 'ne- 
ther the marrow-bones n6r finews of the fame. At 
which words the - cbmmiffioners were not a little offends 
ed :" and Dr. Wefton faid, " That he . would make >hirn 
grant, that it had both, rnarrow-bones and finetos uTtte 
New Teftament." To -whom Mr. Latimer faid again, 
11 That you will never do, Mr. Doctor ;" and fo 'forth- 
with they put him to filence ; fo that when he was'de- 
firous to tell what he meant by thofe terms, he 'could 
•not be fuffered. There was fo great a prefsand throng'o'f 
people, that one of the beadles fwooned by reafon there- 
of, arid was carried into the veftry. After this, bring- 
ing home the prolocutor firft, the Cambridge men, viz. 
Dr. Young, vice-chancellor, Seaton, Glin, Atkinfon, 
Scot, Watfon, arid Sedgevvick, went to the Crbfs-inn, 
to fupper. And this was on the 1 4th day of April. 

At nine o'clock, on Sunday morning, Mr. Harpf- 
field preached at St. Mary's, the univerfity dhurch, . 
•where divers of the doctors, in their robes, were placed 
in due order of precedency. After fcrmon, they all 
dined at Magdalen college, and flipped at Lincoln 
college, with the prolocutor Dr. Wefton; w'hithe'r 
Dr. Cranmer fent his anfwer upon the articles, in. 
writing. 

The ARGUMENTS, REASONS, W ALLEGA- 
TIONS, u/ed hi ibis DISPUTATION. 

ON Monday, Dr. Wefton, with all the refidue of 
the vifirors, confers, and opponents, repairing 
to the diyii.ity fchool, each one inftalled thcmfelves in 
their places. ' Dr. Cranmer with a rout of rufty bills was 
brought thither, and fet in the anfwerer's place, with 
the mayor and alderman fitting by him : where . Dr. 
Wefton, prolocutor, apparelled in a fcarlet gown, after 
the cuftom of the univerfity, began the difputation 
with this oration : 

" You' are . affembled hither, brethren, this day to 
confound the deteftable herefy of the verity 'of the' 
body of Chrift in the facrament," &c. At which words 
thus pronounced unawares, by the prolocutor,, feveral 
of the learned men there prefent, confidering, and well 
weighing the words by hirri uttered, burft out into a 
great laughter, as though, even in the entrance of the 
difputation, he had betrayed himfelf and his religion^ 
by terming the opinion of the verity of Chrift's body 
in' the facrament a deteftable herefy.' The reft of his 
oration tended' all to this effect, " That it was'not law- 
ful, by God's word, tpcall thefe queftions into contro- 
verfy : for fuch as doubted of the Words df Chrift, might 
' well be thought, to doubt both of the truth and power 
of God." WhcTcunto Dr. Cranmer, defiring leave, 
thus anfwered ; "' " ; . 

'We are affembled [faid he) rpdifcufs thefe doubt- 
ful controverfies, arid to lay them bpen before the. eyes 
of the world : : whereof ye think it unlawful to difpute. 
It is indeed no reafon that we fhould difpute of that 
Which is determined upon before the truth be tried. 
But if thefe queftions be not called into controverfy, 
furely my anfwer then is looked for in vain." This was 
the Turn of his anfwer ; and this done, he prepared 
"himfelf for difputation. 
. Then Chedfcy the firft opponent began in this 
manner : Rev. Mr. Doctor, thefe three conclufions 
are put forth unto usat prefent to difpute upon: 
I 1. In the facrament of the altar, is. the natural body 
t of Chrift, conceived of the virgin Mary, and alfo 
j his blood, prefi nt really under the forms of bread and 
I wine, by virtue of God's word pronounced by the prieft. 
j 2. "1 here remaineth no fubftance of bread and wine 
! after the confecration, nor any other fubftance, but 
j the fubliance of God and man. 

! 3. The lively facrifice of the church is in the mafs 
j propitiatory, as well for the quick as the dead, 
j Thefe are the arguments whereupon this our prefent 
j controverfy doth reft. Now to the end we might not 
f coubt how you take the fame;' you huve already given 
] up unto us your opinion thereof, i term' it your opinion. 
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in that it difagreeth from the catholic. Wherefore 

thl £/b«£ rB Chrift, when he. inftitbted his laft fupper, 
fpake to his difciples, " Take, eat, this is my body 
Which fhr.U be given for you." 

But this true body was given for Us : 
E/go, His true body is in the facrament. 
Cran. His true body is truly prefent to them that 
truly receive him ; but fpiritually. And fo it is taken 
in a fpiritual fenfe. For when he faid, " This is my 
body," it is all one as if he had faid, " This is the 
breaking of my body, this is the fhedding of my: 
blood."° As olten as you fhall do this, it fhall put you 
in remembrance of the breaking of my body, and the 
Ihedding of my blood ; that as truly as you receive 
this facrament, fo truly fliall you receive the benefit 
tjrdtrufed by receiving the fame wdrthily. - 

Ched. Your opinion differeth from . the church 
which faith that the true body is in the facrament. 
Er«6, Your opinion therein is falfe. 
Cran: V fay and agree with the church, that the 
body of Chrift is in the facrament effectually, becaufe 
the paflion ofChrift is effeflual. • 

Cbed. Chrift, when he fpoke thefe words, « This 
is my body," fpake tif the fubftance, but not of the 
effect. . 

Cran. I graht he fpake of the fubftance, and not 
of the effecT. after a fort i and yet it is mod true that 
the body of Chrift is effectually in the facrament. But 
1 deny that he is there truly prefent in bread, or that 
under the bread is his original body. And becaufe it' 
would be too tedious (he faid) to make difcourfe of the 
•whole, he delivered up there his opinion thereof to Dr.' 
Wefton, written at large, with anfwers to every one of 
their three propofirions j which he defired Dr. Wefton, 
fitting there on high, tb read openly to the people; 
this he promifcd to do; but it is not the firfl pro- 
mife that fuch papifts have broken. But though the 
copy of this writing was not read by the prolocutor, 
we have drawn out the Gontents thereof, which ar 
follows : 

Dn CRANMER'S EXPLICATION of the foregoing 
CONCLUSIONS, exhibited by him. 

Cran. TTN the aflertions of the church and of religion, 
Y_ trifling and new-fangled novelties of words, 
fo much as may be, are to be efchewed, whereof arifeth 
nothing but contention and brawling about words ; and 
we mult follow, fo much as we may, the manner of 
fpeaking of the fcripture. 

In the firft conclufion, if ye underftand by this word 
[really] re ip/a, that is, in very deed and effectually 3 
fo Chrift, by the grace and efficacy of his paflion, 
is indeed and truly prefent to all true and holy mem- 
bers. 

But if ye underftand by this word [really] corpora- 
liter, that is, corporally ; fo that by the body of 
Chrift is underftood a natural and organical fub- 
flance, the firft propofition doth vary, not only from 
the ufual phrafe of fcripture, but alfo is clean con- 
trary to the holy word of God, and chriftian pro- 
feflion: fince both the fcripture doth teltify by thefe 
words, and alfo the catholic church hath profeffed 
from the beginning, that Chrift has left the world, 
and fits at the right hand of the Father till he come to 
judgment. 

And likewife I anfwer to the fecond queftion : that 
, is, That it fWerveth from the accuftomed manner and 
fpecch of fcripture. 

The third conclufion, as it is intricate and wrapped 
in all doubtful and ambiguous words, and differing alfo 
much from the true fpeech of fcripture, fo as the words 
thereof feem to import no open fenfe, is mott contu- 
melious againft our only Lord and Saviour Chrift Jcfus, 
and a violating of his precious blood, which, upon the 
altar of the crofs, is the only facrifice and oblation for 
the fins of all mankind. 

Ched. By this your interpretation which you have 
made upon the firft conclufion, this I underftand, the 
3- 



body of Chrift to be in the fUcrarnent only by the 
wa> of participation : ihfomunh as we communicating 
thereof; do participate 1 the grace of Chrift; fo that 
you mean hereby only the effect thereof. . But our 
conclufion ftandeth upon the fubftance; arid not the 
efficacy only, which fhall appear by the teftimony both 
of fcripture and of ail the fathers a thoufand years after 
Chrift; 

- Arid firft to begin wfth the fcripture, let us con- 
fider what is written in Matt. xxvi. Mark xiv. Luke 
xxii. and' 1 Cor. xi; Matthew faith; as they fat at 
fupper, Jefus took bread, &c. In Mark there is 
the fame fenfe, although not the fame words, who 
alfo for one part of the facrament fpeaketh more 
plainly, Jefus taking bread, &c. After the fame fenfe 
alfo writeth Luke : Arid when Jefus had taken bread, 
&c. •■In' the mouth of two or three witnefles, faith 
the fcripture, ftandeth all truth. Here we have 
three witheffes together-,- that Chrift faid, that to be 
his body which was given for many, and that to be 
his blood which fhould be ftied for many • whereby 
is declared the fubftance, and hot Only the efficacy alone 
thereof. Ergo, It is not true that you fay, there to be 
not the fubftance of his body, buc the efficacy alone 

Cran. Thus you gather upon mine arifwer, as though 
I did mean of the efficacy, arid not Of the fubltarice of the 
body.; but I mean of therh Both, as well of the efficacy 
as of the fubftance. ... 

Weft. We will not confume arid fpend the time in 
wafte, this your writing which you exhibit, hereafter 
fhall be read in this place. In the mean feafon let us 
now fall to the arguments. 

Cbed. The fcriptures in many places do affirm, that 
Chrift gave his natural body, Matth. xxvi. Mark xiv. 
Luke xxii. 

Ergo, I do conclude that the natural body is in the 
facrament. 

Cran. To vour argument I anfwer: If you underftand 
by the body natural [organicunt], that is, having fueh 
proportion and members as he had living here, then I 
anfwernegatively. 

Furthermore, concerning the eyangelifts, this I fay 
and grant, that Chrift took bread, and called it his 
body. 

Ched. The text of the fcripture maketh againft you, 
for the circumftance thereto arincxed doth teach us, not 
only there to be the body, but alfo teacheth us what 
manner of body it is, and faith, The fame body which 
fhall be given. 

That thing is here contained, that is given for us. 

But the fubftance of bread is not given for us. 

Ergo, The fubftance of bread is not here con- 

Cran. \ underftand ndt yet what you meari by this 
word [contained]: If you meari really, then I deny 
your major. 

Ched. The major is the text of fcripture. He 
that denieth the major, denieth the fcripture. For 
the fcripture faith, This is my body which is given 
for you. 

Cran. I grant he faid it was! his body which fhould 
be giveh, but he faid it was not his body which is 
here contained; but the body (faith he) that fhall be 
given for you. As though he lhould fay, This 
bread is the breaking of my body, and this cup is 
the fhedding of my blood. What will ye fay then ? 
Is the bread the breaking of his body, and the 
eup the fhedding of his blood really ? If you fay fo, I 
deny it. 

Cbed. If you afk what is the thing therein con- 
tained-; becaufe his apoftles fhould not doubt what 
body it was that fhould be given, he faith, This is 
my body which fhall be given for you, and my blood 
which fhall be fhed for many. Ergo, Here is the fame 
fubftance of the body, which the day after was given, 
and the fame blood which was fhed. And here I urge 
the fcripture, which teacheth that it was nophantaftical, 
no feigned, no fpiritual body, nor body in faith, but the 
fubftance of the body. 

1 Cran. 
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, : Cran. You muft prove that it is contained, but 
Chrift faid not which is contained. He gave bread, and 
called that his body. I ftick not in the words of the 
fcriplure, but in your word, which is feigned and ima- 
gined by yourfelf. 

- : Ched. When Chrift took bread and brake it, what 



gave 



he? 



Cran. He gave bread ; the bread facramentally, 
and his body fpiritually ; and the bread there he called 
his body. 

Ched. This anfwer. is againft the fcripture, , which 
faith, that he gave his body. 

Cran. It. did fignify that which he did eat. . . 
•_. Ched. They did not eat the body as the, Capernaites 
did underftand it, but the felf fame body which was gi- 
ven for the fins of the world. Ergo, It was his bod}' 
which fhould . be given, and his blood which Should ,be 
ihed. " •■,.(. ■ • . = 

.. .Infome otber copies (fays; Mr, Fox) I find this argu- 
ment to be made by Chedfey. ' • ' 
v: The fame body is in the facrament, which was given 
for us on the. crofs. ...>.,.. • 
■ , But bread was not given for. us on the crofs. 
:.. Ergo (therefore) bread, is not given in the facra- 
ment. 

. Cran. : \ deny the major,which is,, that the fame na- 
tural body is given in the facrament which was given 
"on the crofs, except you underftand ic fpiritually. . And 
after he denied' alfo the argument as utterly .void, as 
he might well do, the major in the fecond figure being 
not univerfal. 

. When Mr. Chedfey had put forth his argument, 
and profecuted the fame, and Dr. Cranmer anfwered as 
before is {hewed, Dr. Oglethorpe, one of thofe doc- 
tors which the prolocutor called Cenfores (who fat 
as arbiters to order the difputation) faid on this 
wife. 

D. Ogle. You come in ftill with one evafion or ftart- 
ing hole to flee to. , He urgeth the fcriptures, faying, 
that Chrift gave his very body. You fay that he gave 
his body in bread. Quomodo proedicatur corpus ? qnalis 
eft corpus? qualis eft pnedicalio? pants ejl corpus. 
■ ■ Cran. You fhould fay, Quale corpus. I anfwer to 
the queftion : it is the fame body which was born of 
the virgin, was crucified, afcended ; but tropically, arid 
by a figure. And fo I fay, Panis eft corpus, is a figura- 
tive fpeech, fpeaking facramentally, for it is a facrament 
of his body. 

Ogle. This word [body] being pradicatum, doth fig- 
nify fubftance. 

But fubftantia is not predicated denominatively. 

Ergo, It is an effential predication, and fo it is his 
true body, and not the figure of his body. 

Cran. Subjlantia may be predicated denominatively 
in an allegory, or in a metaphor,- or in a figurative locu- 
tion. 

Ogle. It is not a likely thing that Chrift hath 
lefs care for his fpoufe the church, than a wife houf- 
holder hath for his family in making his will or tefta- 
ment. 

Cran. Your reafon is drawn out of affairs of men, 
and not taken out of the holy fcriptures. 

Ogle. But no houfholdcr maketh his tcftament after 
that fort. 

Cran. Yes, there are many that fo do. For what 
.matter is it fo it be underftood and perceived ? I fay, 
Chrift did ufe figurative fpeech in no place more than 
in his facraments, and efpecially in this of his fupper. 

Ogle. No man of purpofe doth ufe tropes in his tcf- 
tament, for if he do, he deceiveth them that he com- 
prehendeth in his teftament : therefore Chrift ufcth 
none here. 

Cran. Yes, he may ufe them well enough. You 
know not what tropes are. 

Ogle. The good man of the houfe hath refpeel: that 
his heirs, after his departure, may live in quiet and with- 

Butthey cannot be in quiet if he do ufe tropes. 
Therefore (I fay) he ufeth no tropes. 
Cran. I deny your minor. 



Weft. Auguftine, . in .his book irititled, De Unitate 
Ecclefite, chap. x. hath thefe words following,: 
. What a thing is this, I .pray you; .when the laft 
words of one lying upon his death-bed are heard which, 
is ready to go to his grave.'.no man faith that he hath, 
made a lye, and he-is not accounted his heir which re- 
gardeth not thofe words* How fhall we then efcape 
God's, wrath, if either not belicvingj or. not regarding, 
we .fhall rejecT: the laft words both of the only Son of 
God, and alfo of bur Lord !and Saviourj both amend- 
ing into heaven, and beholding from, thence, who def- 
pifeth.who obferveth them not, and fo fhall come from 
thence to judge all men," . 

. Weft.:. This faith Chryfoftom, Homil. 61. ad pop. 
Antioch. " Needful it is, dear friends, to tell you 
what. , the., miracle, flfithe myfteriesr isj and,. wherefore; 
it is given, and, what. profit there is. of, the thing., We 
are, one body,, [and members pf his ,flefh and of his' 
bones. . -Wfi that be in the ; myftery, let us follow the 
thing which was . fp.oken. Wherefore that we may 
become^this thing, noi only by love, but, alio that we 
may .become one with that flefh indeed;, that is brought 
to pafs by this food, which he' gave unto us, minding 
tofhew his great good will that, he hath towards us: 
and therefore he mixed himfelf with us, and united 
his own body with us, that wc fhould be made all as. 
one. thing together; as a body joined and annexed to 
the head, for 1 his. is a token of moft .ardent and per- 
fect; love. And - the fame thing Job alfo infinuating, 
foid of. his. feryantSjj.pf , whom he was dclired above 
meafure, infomuch that; they, fiiewing their great de- 
fire ro.wards him, faid.,;Who fhall give unto us to be 
filled, with his flefh.. Therefore alfo , Chrift did the. 
fame, who, to, .induce us imo a great love towards 
him, and to declare his' defire towards us, did not on- 
ly give himfelf to be feen of them, but alfo to be han- 
dled and eaten. ..Parents manv, timc> give their chil- 
dren to others to be fed ; but 1 do not fo, faith Chrift, 
but feed jou with my own fkfti, and fet myfelf before 
you. 1 am become your brother ; 1 took flclh and 
blood for you. Again, my flefh and blood, .by the. 
which 1 am made your kinfman, 1 deliver unto you." 
I prove it out of Chryfoftom,. writing upon the .50th 
pfalm. . . 

" She that is a mother, fhamctti fometirne to play 
the nurfe. But Chrift our nurfe doth not fo play with 
iis. Therefore, infiead of meat he feedeth us with his 
own flefh, and inftead of drink he feedeth us with his 
own blood." Likewife upon the xxvi. chap of Mat- 
thew, the 83d Homily, he faith, " For it fhall not be 
enough for him to become man, and in the mean time 
to be whipped ; but he doth bring us into one mafs or 
lump with himfelf (as I may fo call it), and maketh us 
his body, not by faith alone, but in very deed." 

Cran. I grant we make one nature with Chrift. But 
that to be done with the mouth I deny. 

Weft. Chryfoftom, 2 Cor. chap. xiii. Horn. 29. 
hath thefe words, " No little honour is given to our 
mouth, receiving the body of the Lord." 

Cran. And why fhould we doubt to call, it the fa- 
crament of ihe body of Chrift, offered upon the 
crofs, feeing both Chrift and the ancient fathers do fo 
call it I , 
Cole. How gather you that of Chryfoftom? 
Cran. Chryfoftom declareth himfelf, *' O miracle. 
O the good will of God towards us, which fitteth 
above at the right hand of the Father, and is holden 
in men's hands at the time of facrifice, and is given 
to feed upon, to them that are defirous of him ! And 
that is brought to pafs by no fubtilty or craft, but 
with the open and beholding eyes of all the ftanders- 
by." 

Thus you hear Chrift is feen here on earth every 
day, is touched, is torn with the teeth, that our tongue 
is red with his blood ; which no man having any 
judgment will fay or think-to be fpoken without trope 

° r Weft™ What miracle is it if it be not his body, and 
if he fpake only of the facrament, as though it were 
hie body ? 

But 
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.. But hearken what Chryfoftptn.-faith, " I {hew forth 
that ;thing on earth unto thee, which is worthy .the, ; 
greateft honour. For like as in the palace of kings, < 
neither the walls, nor the fumptuous bed, but the body? 
of kings fitting under the cloth of eftate, and .royal; 
feat of mnjefty, is of all things elfe: the moft excellent : 
fo is in like manner the King/si .body in heaven, which 
is now fet before us on earth. 1 fhew thee, neither an- 
gels nor archangels, nor the heaven of heavens, but 
the very Lord and Maftcr of all '. thefe things.' :.Thou 
perceived taft^r what fore thou doft not only hehold, 
but touchqft,.: and . not - only toucheft, but eatefr. thatt 
which on the earth ..is the greateft arid chiefeft thing :.o£ 
all other, and when , thou . ha(£ received the- fame,: 
thou gpeft hortfe;: wherefore cleanfe i. thy foul, from 
all uncleannefs." s : •• ■ ; 

Upon this I , conclude, that the: body of Chrift. is 
flie wed us upon the earth. 

Cramner. What? upon the. earth.? •. Hc'isfeen here* 
with the ey.es pf our mind only,- with.' .faith and fpirir. 

Wejion. What is it that feemeth worthy of the .higheft 
honour on" earth.?; .' .The facrament or the .body, of 
Chr.ft? • ■■■■■.< ' •• 

Cramner. Chryfoftom fpeaketh of trie facrament, and 
the.frody of Ghrift. is fhewed forth in the facrament. 

Wejion. 'Therefore, the facrament is worthy greateft 
honour'.- .1 . <.s::" ■ /■ : > 1 

Cramner. 1 deny your argument. '. • • _ . • ! 
, W.cjion. Th'at thing i$ fhewed' forth;- and is now; on 
the earth, which is worthy .higheft hbnPur. , ' 
. But ..pnly the body of Ghrift is warthy>higheft.ho4 

. Therefore, the body of Chrift is now on the.eart.h-. 
.^Crannter. I anfwer, the body of Chrift is ; on the 
. earth, in the facrament, only fo as the Holy Ghoft 
is in the water, of baptifm. ,' 

We/ion.- Chryfoftom faith, OJlendo, " I fhew forth," 
which noteth a .fubftance to be prefent. . 

'Cramner. That is to be underftood facramerttally. 
■ Wejion. He faith, OJlendo in terra, "I fhetf forth 
ion earth," declaring the place where. 

Cranmer. That' is to be underftood figuratively. 

Weflon. He is fhewed forth, and is now on the 
earth, &c.' as before. 

Cramner. Your major and condufion are one and. the 
fame. 

Wejion. But the major is true: Therefore the Coh- 
clufion is alfo true. 

That thing'is on the earth, which is worthy of high- 
eft honour. 

But no figure is worthy of higheft honour. 
■ Therefore, that which is on' earth is no figure. 
Here Wefioiv called upon Dr. Cranmer, to anfwer 
one part, bidding him to repeat his words ; which when 
he went about to do, fuch was the. noife. and uproar 
in the divinity fchool, that his mild voice could not 
be heard. For when he went about tp declare to the 
people how the prolocutor did not well Englifh the 
words of :Chryfoftom, ufi-ng for ojienditur in terra, " he 
is fhewed Torth on the earth," eft in .terra, "he is on 
the earth," whereas Chryfoftom hath not <?/?, nor any 
fuch word of being on the earth, but only of fhewing, 
as the -grace of the Holy Ghpft, in baptifmo ojienditur, 
\ " is fhewed forth in baptifm;" and oftentimes he did 
inculcate this word q/lenditur. . Then the prolocutor 
ftretching forth his hand, fet; on the rude people to 
cry out at him, filling all. the fchool with hiding, clap- 
. ping of hands, and noife, calling him unlearned, un- 
lkilful.and impudent. Which impudent and reproach- 
ful words this reverend man moft patiently and meekly 
did abide, as one that had been inured with the fuf- 
_ fering of fuch like reproaches. And when the prolo- 
cutor, not yet fatisfied with rude and unfeemly de- 
meanour, did call upon him to anfwer the argument, 
then he defired the notary to repeat his words again. 

Notary. That which is worthy moft high honour, 
here I fhew forth to thee on earth. — . 

The body of Chrift is worthy higheft honour. 
Therefore, he fhewed forth the body of Chrift here 
on earth. 



Cramner. That is fhewed forth here on earth which 
may be ieertj which may be touched, and which may 
be eaten; but' thefe things be not true of the body. 

Cole. Why fhould not thefe things be true of the 
body of Chrift? 

. Cranmer. The major; out of Chryfoftom is true, 
meaning in; the facraments : for, in the facrament, the 
true body of Chrift, and not the figurative body, is fet 
forth..-: <. " ■ • 

.. Wejion. :Shew me fomewhat on earth worthy greateft 
honour. 

Cramner. I eanhot, bat in- the facrament only. 
Wejion. Therefore, the facrament is worthy greateft 
hoftour,.;, .'.) 

Cramner. So it is. 
. Wefton". Judges, let it be written. 

Cranmer. I pray you, let my anfwer be written like-* 
wife;; I affirm that the body pf Chrift is fhewed forth 
unto us. It is our faith that feeth Chrift. 

Wejion. OJlendo tibi, t* I fhew to thee," faith Chry- 
foftom, not to thy faith. 

Cranmer. He fpeaketh facramentally. 

Wejion. Therefore Chryfoftom lyeth ; for he faithi 
" I Chryfoftom; do fhew ;'* but he can fhew nothing 
facramentally^ 

Chedfey. By force of argument we are brought to 
this- point, that the body of Chrift is proved to be 
on earth, not only facramentally, but in very deed alfo, 
by thisi reafon, that it is worthy of higheft honour. 
The reafon is indiffbluble. 

Cramner. I never heard a more vain argument, and 
it is mod' vain ; alfo it hath my anfwer unto it. 
: Chedfey. Will tyou .affirm, that it is abfurd which 
Chryfoftom faith, that the body of Chrift is touched ? 

l;toueh,the body of ^Chrift in the facrament, as Tho- 
mas touched Chrift. 

Thomas touched Chrift, faying, " My Lord and my 

Therefore, that which he touched was the Lord the 
God. 

Cranmer. I deny your argument. < He touched not 
God, but him who was God. Neither is it found 
doctrine to affirm, that God is touched. 

Chedfey. This is becaufe of the union ; fo that God 
is faid to be touched, when Chrift, who is both God 
and Man, is touched. 

Tertullian, fpeaking of the refurre<5Hon of the 
body, faith, " Let us confider as concerning the 
proper form of the chriftian man, what great prero- 
gative this vain and foul fubftance of our's hath with 
God. Although it were fufficient'to it, that no foul 
could ever get falvation, unlefs it believe while it is 
in the flefh ; fo much the flefh availeth to falvation 5 
by the which flefh it Cometh, that whereas the foul is 
fo linked unto God, it is the faid flefh that caufeth 
the foul to be linked : yet the flefh moreover is wafhed, 
that the foul may be cleanfed ; the flefh is anointed, 
that the foul maybe confecrated ; the flefh is figned, 
that the foul may be defended; the flefh is fhadowed 
by the impofition of hands, that the foul may be il- 
luminated with the Spirit; the flefh doth eat the body 
and blood of Chrift, that the foul may be fed of God." 
Whereupon I gather this argument. 
The flefh eateth the body of Chrift. 
Therefore, the body of Chrift is eaten with the mouth. 
Phoceus alfo, I Cor. chapter xi. upon thefe words, 
«' Is guilty of the body and blood," declareth, " That 
like as, Judas betrayed him, and the jews were fierce 
and fpiteful againft him ; fo do they difhonour him, 
who receive his holy body with their impure hands, and 
as the Jews did hold him then, do no w receive him With 
impure mouths. And whereas he make'th mention 
of the, body and blood of the Lord; he declareth, that 
it is not fimply man that is facrificed, but the Lord 
himfelf. 

Therefore, the body of Chrift is touched with the 

Cramner:. You vouch two authors againft me upon 
fundry things. Firft, I muft anfwer Tertullian, and then 
thepther. - - ; 

K ■ 1 ..." Chedfey. 
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Cbedfey. They tend both to one meaning. 
Cranmer. Unto Tertullian I . anfwer; (becaufe our 
difputation is wandering and uncertain) that he 
calleth that the flefli which is the facrament. For 
although God works all things in us invifibly beyond 
men's reach, yet they are fo manifeft, that they may 
be fcen'and perceived of every fenfe. Therefore he 
fetteth forth baptifm, undtion, and laft of all the 
fupper of the Lord unto us, which he gave to fignify 
bis operation, in us. The flefh liveth by the bread, 
but the foul is inwardly fed by (Thrift. 

Wefton. Stick, to thofe words of Tertullian, «« The 
body eateth, that the foul may be fed." 

Cbedfey. The flefli eateth the body of Chrift, that 
the foul may be fed therewith. 

Wefton. Here you fee two kinds of food, of the 
foul and of the body. 

.. Cbedfey. He faith, that not only the foul, but the 
flefh alfo is fed. 

Cranmer. The foul is fed with the body of Chrift, 
the body with the facrament. 

Cbedfey. Is the foul fed with the body of Chrift, 
and not with the facrament ? - 

Cranmer. Read that which followeth, and you (hall 
perceive, that by things external, an operation inter- 
nal is underftood. Inwardly we eat Chrift's body, 
and outwardly we eat the facrament. So one thing is 
done outwardly, another inwardly. Like as in bap- 
.tifm, the external element, whereby the body is 
waftied, is one ; the internal thing, whereby the foul 
is cleanfed, is another. 

Young. This difputation is taken in hand, that the 
truth might appear. 1 perceive that 1 muft go ano- 
ther way to work than I had thought. It is a common 
faying, againft thofe who deny principles, we muft 
not difpute; therefore, that we may agree of the 
principles, I demand, whether there be any other I 
body of Chrift, than his inftrumental body? 

Cranmer. There is no natural body of Chrift, but 
his Organical body. 

Young. Again I demand, whether fenfe and reafon 
ought to give place to faith ? , 
Cranmer. They ought. 

Young*. Thirdly, whether Chrift be true in all his 

Cranmer. Yes, he is truth itfelf. 
' Young. Fourthly, whether Chrift at his fupper, 
minded to do that which he fpake, or no? 

Cranmer. In faying he fpake, but in faying he 
made not, but made the facrament to his difciples. 

Young. Anfwer according to the truth, whether did 
Chrift that as God and Man which he fpake, when 
he faid, " This is my body ?" 

Cranmer. This, is fophiftical cavilling. There is 
fome deceit in thefe queftions. 

Young. I demand, whether Chrift by thefe words* 
wrought any thing, or no? * 

Cranmer. He did inftitute the facrament. 

Young. But anfwer, whether he did work any thing? 

Cranmer. He did work in inftituting the facrament. 

Young. Now 1 have you; for before, you faid, it 
Was a figurative fpeech. - ■ * 

But a figure worketh nothing. 

Therefore, it is not a figurative fpeech. A lyar 
ought to have a good memory. 

Cranmer. 1 underftood your fophiftry before. You 
by working underftand converting into the body of 
Chrift: but Chrift wrought the facrament, not in 
converting, but in inftituting. 

Young. Woe be to them, who make Chrift a de- 
ceiver. Did he work any other thing than- he fpake, 
or the felf-fame thing ? 

Cranmer. He wrought the facrament, and by thefe 
words he fignified the effect. 

Young. A figurative fpeech is no working thing. 

But the fpeech of Chrift is working. 

Therefore, it is not figurative. 

Cranmer. It worketh by inftituting, not by con- 
verting. 

Young. The thing fignified in the facrament, is it 
not the facrament! 



Cranmer. It is. Fbr the thing is miniftered in a 
fign. He followeth the letter that taketh the thing 
for a fign. Auguftine feparateth the facrament from 
the thing. The facrament (faith he) is one, and the 
thing of the facrament another. 
Weftott. Stick to this argument; 
It is a figurative fpeech; 
Therefore, it worketh nothing. 
Youngs But the fpeech of Chrift is a working thing; 
Therefore, it is not figurative. ; 
Cranmer. Oh how many crafts are in this argu-; 
ment ! they are mere fallacies? I faid not, that the 
words of Chrift do work, but Chrift himfelf, arid 
he worketh by a figurative fpeech. 

Weflom If a figure workj it maketh of bread the 
body of Chrift. 

Cranmen A figurative fpeech worketh hot. 
Wefton. A figurative fpeech, by your own con- 
feffion, worketh nothing. 

But the fpeech of Chrift in the fupper (as you 
grant) wrought fomewhat; 

Therefore, the fpeech of Chrift in the fupper was 
not figurative. 

Cranmer. I anfwer, thefe are mere fophifms. The 
fpeech doth not work, but Chrilt by the fpeech doth 
work the facrament. 

I look for fcriptures at your hands, for they ard 
the foundation of difputations. 

This difordcrly difputation, concluding with an 
univerfal cry of Vincit Veritas, continued almoft till 
, two o'clock. Which being finiftied, and the argu- 
ments written, and delivered into the hands of Mh 
Say; the prifoner, Dr. Cranmer, was had away by 
the mayor, and the doctors dined fumptuoufly toge- 
ther, at the univerfity college. ' 
A SECOND DISPUTATION at OXFORD, be- 
(ween Dr. RIDLEY, Dr. SMITH, &c. 

THE- next day being April 12th, Dr. Ridley was 
brought forth to d'fpute; againft whom Dr. 
Smith was appointed principal opponent. It rnay be 
proper to pbferve of Dr. Smith, that he had often 
changed his fentiments ; but not from a principle of 
confeience, or real conviction, as will appear from 
his articles by him recanted. 

Befides Dr. Smith, there were other opponents; 
Dr. Wefton, Dr. Trefham, Dr. Oglethorp, Dr. Glin, 
Dr. Seaton, Dr. Cole, Dr. Watfon, Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Harpsfield, Mr. Pye, Mr. Harding Mr. Curton, and 
Mr. Fecknam; all of whom Dr. Ridley anfwered 
very learnedly. 

The SPEECH of Dr. WESTON, PROLOCUTOR, 
at the Commencement of the DISPUTATION. 
Good Cbriflian People and Brethren! 

WE have begun this day our fchool, by God's 
good fpeed 1 truft, and are entering into a con- 
troyerfy, whereof no queftion ought to be moved con- 
cerning the verity of the body of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
in the Eucharift. Chrift is true, which faid the words. 
The words are true which he fpake, yea, truth itfelf 
that cannottail. Let us therefore pray unto God to 
fend down unto us his Holy Spirit, which is the true 
interpreter of hjs word ; which may purge away errors, 
and' give light that verity may appear. Let us alfo 
afk leave and liberty of the church to permit the truth 
received to be called this day in queftion without any 
prejudice to the fame. Your parts thereof fhall be to 
implore the affiftance of Almighty God, to pray for the 
profperity o'f the queen's majetty, and to give us quiet 
and attentive ears. Now go to your queftion. 

Dr. Smith. This day (right learned Mr. Doctor) 
three queftions are propounded, whereof no centro- 
verfy among chriftians ought to be moved, to wit: 

1 . Whether the natural body of Chrift our Saviour, 
conceived of the virgin Mary, and offered for man's 
redemption upon the crofs, is verily and really in the 
facrament by virtue of God's word fpoken by the 
priefts, &c. 

a. Whether in the facrament, after the words of 
confecration, be any other fubftance, &c. 

3. Whether 
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o Whether in the mafs be a facrifice propitiatory^ 

Touching which questions, although' ybu have pub- 
licly declared your judgment on Saturday laft: yet I 
will again demand your anfwer cin the firft queftion ; 
upon which I "ftand here now tO-Jiear what may be ari- 

Dr. RIDLEY'S INTRODUCTORY DECLArA- 
' TlON, or PROTESTATiON. 

I Received of. you the other day, right worfhipful 
Mr: Prolocutor, and you my reverend matters, com- 
miffioners from the queen's majefty and her honourable 
council, three propofuions; whereunto ye commanded 
me to prepare againft this day, what 1 thought good 
to anfwer concerning the fame. 

Now whilst 1 weighed with myfeif how great a charge 
of the Lord's flock was of late committed unto me, 
for which 1 am certain 1 niuft once render an account 
to my Lord God, (and how f'oon he only knowerh) and 
that moreover, by the commandment of the apostle 
Peter, 1 ought to be ready always to give a reafon of 
the hope that is in. me, with mceknefs and reverence, 
unto every one that {hall demand the fame: befides 
this, confidering my du:y to the church of Chrift, and 
to your w.orfhips, being commifiioners by public autho- 
rity ; r determined with myfeif to obey your command- 
ment, and fo openly to declare .unto you my mind 
touching the aforefaid propositions^ And albeit, plain- 
ly to confers u'nto you the truth in thefe things which 
ye cow demand of me, I have thought otherwife in 
times pad than now I do, yet (God 1 call to record 
upon my foul, I lye not) I 'have not altered my judg- 
rncnr, as now it is, either by constraint of any man or 
law's, either for the dread of any dangers of this world, 
cither for any hope of commodity ;. but only for the 
love of the truth revealed unto me by the grace of God 
(as I am undoubtedly perfuaded) in his holy word, and 
in the' redding of the ancient fathers. 
' Thefe things I do rather recite at this prefent, be- 
caufe it may happen to fome of you hereafter, as in 
times paft it hath done to me: 1 mean, if ye think 
otherwife of the matters propounded in thefe proposi- 
tions than I now do, God may open them unto you in 
time to come. 

But howibever it (hall be, I will in a few words do 
that which 1 think ye all look I ihould do; that is, as 
plainly as I can, I will declare my judgment herein. 
Howbeit, of this I would >e were not ignorant, that 1 
will not indeed wittingly and willingly fpeak in any 
point againft God's word, or difTent in any one jot 
from the fame, or from the rules of faith, or christian 
religion: which rules that fame mod facred word of 
God prefcribeth to the church of Chrift, whereunto I 
now and for ever fubmit myfeif and all my doings. 
And becaufc the matter I have now taken in hand is 
weighty, and ye all well know how unready I am to 
handle it accordingly, as well for lack of time, asalfo 
lack of books; therefore here I proteft, that I will 
publicly this day require of you, that it may be lawful 
for me concerning all mine anfwers, explications, and 
confirmations, to add or diminifh whatsoever fhall feem 
hereafter more convenient and meet for the purpofe, 
through more found judgment, better deliberation, and 
more exact trial of every particular thing. Having now, 
by the way of preface and proteftation, fpoken thefe 
few words, I will come to the anfwer of the proposi- 
tions propounded unto me, and fo to the moft brief 
explication and confirmation of my anfwers. 

The Fi R ST PROPOSITION. 
In the facrament of. the altar, by the virtue of God's 
word fpokon of the prieft, the natural body of Chrift 
born of the virgin Mary, and his natural blood, is 
really prefent under the forms of bread and wine. 
■ BISHOP RIDLEY'S ANSWER* 
In matters appertaining to God, we may not fpeak 
according to the feni'e of man, nor of the world : there- 
fore this propofition or conclufion is framed after ano- 
ther manner, of phrafc, or kind of fpeech, than the 
fcripture ufeth. Again, it is very obfeure and dark, by 
.means of fundry words of doubtful fignification. And 



being taken in trie fenfe which the fchoolmen teach, 
and at this time the church of Rome doth defend, it is 
falfe and erroneous, and plainly contrary to the doc- 
trine which is according to godlinefs; 

The EXPLICATION. 

How far tHe diversity and riewnefs of the p'hrafe iri 
all this firft propofition is from the phrafe of the holy 
fcripture, and that in every part almoft, it is fo plain 
and. evident to any one who is but meanly exercifed in 
holy writ, that 1 need not now (efpecially in this com- 
pany of learned men) fpend any time therein, except 
the fame fhall be required of me hereafter. 

Firft, there is a double fenfe in thefe words, " By, 
virtue of God's word," for it is doubtful what word of 
God this is, whether it be that which is read in the 
evangelifts, or in Paul, or any other. ' And if it be that 
which is in the evangelifts, or in St; Paul, what that 
is. If it be in none of them, then how it ni'ay be 
known to be God's word, and of ftich virtue that it 
fhouid be able to work fo great a matter. 

Again, there is a doubt of thefe wofds, u of the 
prieft," whether no man may be called a prieft,' but he 
which hath authority to make a propitiatory facrifice 
for'the quick and the dead ; and how it may be proved 
that this authority was committed of God to any man, 
but to Chrift alone. 

It is likewife doubted after what order the facrifking ' 
prieft fhall be, whether after the order of Aaron, or 
tlfe after the order of Melchifcdek. For as far as I 
know, the holy fcriptures doth allow no more. 

Moreover, there is ambiguity in this word [really,} 
whether it be taken as the logicians term it "tranfeenr 
denier" that is, moft generally, and fo it may signify '-;, 
any manner of thing which belongeth to the body of 
Chrift, by any means: after which fort we alfo grant 
Christ's body to be really in the facrament of the Lord's 
fupper, (as in difputation, if occasion be given, fhall 
be declared ) or whether it be taken to signify the very 
fame thing, having body, life, and foul, which was 
affumed and taken of the word of God, into the unity 
of perfon. In which fenfe, feeing the body of Chrift 
is really in heaven, becaufe of the true manner of his 
body, it may not be faid to be here on the earth. There 
' is yet a further doubtfulnefs in thefe words, [under the 
forms of bread and wincj whether the forms be there 
taken to signify the only accidental and outward {hews 
of bread and wine; or therewithal the fubftantial na- 
tures thereof, which are to be fecn by their qualities, 
and perceived by the exterior fenfes. 

Now the error and falfenefs of the propofition, after 
the fenfe of the Roman church and fchoolmen, may 
hereby appear, in that they affirm the bread to be tran- 
fubftantiated and changed to the flefn assumed of the 
word of God, and that (as they fay) by virtue of the 
word, which they have devifed by a certain number 
of words, and cannot be found, in any of the evange- 
lifts, or in St. Paul, and fo they gather that Christ's 
body is really contained in the facr.;mcnt of the altar. 
Which pofition is grounded upon the foundation of the 
tranfubltantiation ; which foundation is monstrous, 
againft rca'C^n^and deftroyeth the analogy or propor- 
tion of the facranients: and therefore this propofition 
alfo, which is built upon this rotten foundation, is 
falfe, erroneous, and to be counted as a detestable he- 
refy of the facramentaries. 

The CONFIRMATION of the afore/aid ANSWER. 

There ought no doctrine to be established in the- 
church of God, which difTenteth from the word of God, 
from the rule of faith, and draweth with it many ab- 
furdities that cannot be avoided. 

But this doctrine of the firft propofition is fuch. 

Therefore, it ought not to be eftablilhed and main-r 
tained in the church of God* 

The major, or firft part of my argument is plain; 
and the minor, or fecond part, is proved thus: 

The doctrine maintaineth a real, corporal, and car- 
nal prefenceof Chnft's flefti, affumed and taken of the 
word, in the facrame-nt of the Lord's fupper, and that 
not by virtue and grace only, but alfo by the whole^ef- 
fence and fubftanoe of the body and flefh of Chrift. 

L $ ut 
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• But fuch a prefence difagreeth from God's word, 
from the rule of faith, and cannot but draw with it 
many abfurditie's. 

Thtrcforej ihe fecond part is true. 
The firft part of this argument is manifcft, and the 
fecund may yet farther be" confirmed thus; 

The SECOND PROPOSITION. 
After the confecration there remaineth no fubftance 
of bread and wine, neither any other fubftance, than 
the fubftance of God and man. 

" The ANSWER. 
The fecond conclufion is manifeftly falfe, directly 
againft the word of God, the nature of the facrament, 
atid the molt evident testimonies of the godly fathers'; 
and it is the rotten foundation of the other two conc'lu- 
fions jirOpounde.d by ) ou, both of the firft, arid alfo of 
She third. I will nor therefore now tarry upon any fur- 
ther explication of this anfwer, being contented with 
fhat which is already added before to the anfwer of 
the firli propofllion. 

The CONFIRMATION of this' ANSWER. 
It is very plain- by the word of Gnd, that Chrift did 
give bread unto hisxiifciples, and called it his body. 

Bu't the fubftance of bread is nother manner of fub- 
ftance,- than is the fubftance of Chrift's body, God and 

Therefore the conclufion is falfe. 

That Which Chrift did take, on the which he gave 
thanks, and tlie which he break, he gave to his difci- 
ples, and called it his body. 

But he took bread, gave thanks on bread, and brake 
bread. 

Therefore, the firft part is true. And it is confirm- 
ed with the authorities of the fathers, Irene, Tertullian, 
O.rigen, Cyprian, Epiphanius, Jerom, Auguftin, Theo- 
doret, Cyril, Rabanus, and Bede. Whofe places I will 
take upon me to ftiew moft mahifeft in this behalf, if 1 
may be fuftcred to have my books, as my rcqueft is. 

Bread is the body of Chrift. 

Therefore, it is bread. 

As the bread of the Lord's table is Chrift's natural 
body, fo is his myftical body. 

But it is not Chrift's myftical body by tranfubftan-, 
tiation. 

Therefore, it is not his natural body by tianfubftan- 
tiation. 

We may no more believe bread to be tranfubftantiate 
into the body of Chrift, than the wine into his blood. 
But the wine is not tranfubftantiate into his blood. 
Therefore, neither is that bread therefore tranfub- 
ftantiate into his body. 

The words of Chrift fpoken upon the cup, and upon 
the bread, have like effect and working. . 

But the words fpoken upon the cup, have not virtue 
to tranfubftantiate. 

Therefore, it followeth, that the words fpoken upon 
the bread have no fuch virtue. 

The circumftances of the fcripture, the analogy and 
proportion of the facraments, and the teftimony of the 
faithful fathers, ought to rule us in taking the meaning 
of the holy fcripture touching the facrament. 

But the w ords of the Lord's fupper, the circum- 
ftances of the fcripture, the analogy of" the facraments, 
and the fayings of the fathers, do moft effectually and 
plainly prove a figurative fpeeh in the' words of the 
Lord's fupper. 

Therefore, a figurative fenfe and meaning is fpecially 
to be received in thefe words, " This is my body." 

The circumftances of the fcripture are, "Do this in 
remembrance of me. As oft as ye {hall eat of this 
bread, and drink of this cup, ye (hall ftiew forth the 
Lord's death. Let a man prove himfelf, and fo eat of 
this bread, and drink of this cup. They came toge- 
ther to break bread ; and they continued in breaking of 
bread. The bread which we break, &c. For we "be- 
ing many, are all one bread and one body," &c. 
The THIRD PROPOSITION. 
In the mate is the lively facrifice of the church, pro- 
pitiable and available for the fins as well of the quick 
as of the dead. 



The ANSWER to this PROPOSITION. 
1 anfwer to this third proportion as I did to the firft; 
And moreover ! fay, that being taken in fuch fenfe as 
the words feem to import, it is not only erroneous, but 
withal fo much to the derogation arid defacing of the' 
death and paffion of Chrift, that I judge it may and 
ought moft worthily to be counted wicked and blafphe- 
mous againft the moft precious blood of our Saviour 
Chrift. 

The EXPLICATION. 
Concerning the Romifh mafs w hich is ufed at this 
day, or the lively facrifice thereof, propitiatory and avail- 
able for the fins of the quick and the dead, the holy 
fcripture has not fo much as one fyllable. 

There is ambiguity alfo in the name of [mafs,] what 
it fignificth, and whether at this day there be any fuch in- 
deed as the ancient fathers ufed : feeing that now there 
be neither Catcchifts nor Poenitentes to be fent away. 

Again, touching thefe words, [the lively facrifice of 
the church] there is doubt whether they are to be un- 
derftood figuratively and facramentally, for the facra- 
ment of the lively facrifice, (after which fort we deny 
it not to be in the Lord's fupper) or properly and with- 
out any figure ; of the which manner there was but one 
only facrifice, and that once offered, namely upon the 
altar of the crofs. 

Moreover, in thefe words, [as well as,] it may be 
doubted whether they be fpoken in mockage, as men are 
wont to fay in fporr, of a foolifti and ignorant peifon, 
that he is apt, as well in conditions as in knowledge ; 
being apt indeed in neither of them both. 

There is alfo a doubt in the word [propitiable,] 
whether it fignify here that which raketh away fin, or 
that which may be made available for the taking away 
of fin, that is to fay, whether it is to be taken in the 
active, or in the paflive fignification. 

ARGUMENTS confirming his ANSWER. 

(1 ) No facrifice ought to be done, but where the.prieft 
is meet to offer the fame. 

(2) All other priefts are unmeet to offer propitiatory 
facrifices, fave only Chrift. 

(3) Therefore, no other priefts ought to facrifice fpr 
fin, but Chrift alone. See Heb. chap. v. 

The fecond part of my argument is thus proved. 

( 1 ) No honour in God's church ought be taken, 
where a man is not called, as Aaron was. 

(2) It is a great honour in God's church to facrifice 
for fin. 

(3) Therefore no other prieft but Chrift ought to fa- 
crifice for fin, who only was called to that honour. 

" FIRST ARGUMENT. 

( 1 ) That thing is in vain, and to no effect, where 
there is no neceflity it ftiould be done. 

(2) To offer up any more facrifice propitiatory for 
the quick and the dead, there is no neceflity: for Chrift 
our Saviour did that fully and perfedly once for all. 

(3) Therefore, to do the fame in the mafs, is in 
vain. 

SECOND ARGUMENT. 

( 1 ) After that eternal redemption is found and ob- 
tained, there necdeth no more daily offering for the 

(2) But Chrift coming an high bilhop, tic. found 
and obtained for us eternal redemption. 

(3) Therefore, there needeth now no more daily ob- 
lation for the fins of the quick and the dead. 

THIRD ARGUMENT. 

(1) All remiflion of fins cometh only by ftiedding of 

(2) In the mafs there is no fliedding of blood. 

(3) Therefore, in the mafs there is no remiifion of 
fins : and fo it followeth alfo that there is no propitiatory 
facrifice. 

FOURTH ARGUMENT. 
In the mafs, the paflion of Chrift is not in verity, 
but in a myftery reprefenting the fame : yea, even there 
where the Lord's fupper is duly miniftered. 

But 
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But-wheTe Chrift fuffereth not, there is he not offered 
in verity : for the apoftle faith, " Not that he might of- 
fer up himfelf often times (tor then muft we have fuffer- 
ed often times fince the beginning of the world:") now 
where Chrift is' not offered, there is no propitiatory fa- 
crifice. 

Ergo, In the mafs there is no propitiatory facrifice: 
«' For Chrift appeared once in the latter end of the 
world, to put fin to flight by the offering up of him- 
felf. And as it is appointed to all men that they (hall 
once die, and then cometh thejudgment j even fo Chrift 
was once offered, to take away the fins of many. And 
unto them that look for him lhall he appear again with- 
out fin unto falvation." See Heb. chap. ix. 

FIFTH ARGUMENT. 

Where there is any facrifice that can make the 
comers thereunto perfect, there ought men to ceafc 
from offering any more expiatory and propitiatory fa- 
crifices. . 

But in the New Teftament there is one only facri- 
fice now already long fince offered, which is able to 
make the comers thereto perfeel for ever. 

Ergo, In the New Teftament they ought to. ceafe 
from offering any propitiatory facrifices. 

ARGUMENTS and ANSWERS between Dr. SMITH, 
and BISHOP RIDLEY. 

Dr. Smith. You have occafioned me to go otherwife 
to work with you, than I had thought to have done. 
Methinks, in your fuppofition, you did abufc the 
teftimonies of fcripture concerning the afcenfion of 
Chrift, to take away his prefence in the facrament, as 
though this were a ftrong argument in your favour. 

Chrift did afcend into heaven. 

Ergo, He is not in the facrament. 

Now therefore I will go about to difprove this reafon 
of your's. 

(Thrift's afcenfion is no bar to his real prefence in the 
facrament. 

Ergo, You are deceived, whereas you do ground 
yourfelf upon thofe places. 

Rid. You import as though I had made a ftrong 
argument by Chrift's going up into heaven. But how- 
foever mine argument is made, you collect it not 
rightly. For it doth not only ftay upon his afcenfion, 
but upon his abiding there alfo. 

Smith. Chrifl's going up to heaven, and his abiding 
there, hinder not his real prefence in the facrament. 

Ergo, You are deceived. 

Rid. Of Chrift's real prefence there may be a dou- 
ble underftanding: if you take the real prefence of 
Chrift according to the real and corporeal fubftance 
•which he took of the virgin, that prefence being in 
heaven, cannot be on the earth alfo. But if you mean 
a real prefence, according to fome thing that apper- 
tained to Chrift's body, certainly the afcenfion and 
abiding in heaven • hinder not at all that prefence. 
Wherefore Chrift's body after that manner is here pre- 
fent to us in the lord's fupper; by grace I fay, as Epi- 
phanius fpeakcth it. 

Smith. Chrift appeared corporally and really on 
the earth, for all his afcenfion and continual abode in 
. heaven unto the day of doom. 

Ergo, His afcenfion and abiding in heaven, are no 
bar to his real prefence in the facrament. 

Rid. Mr. Dodtor, this argument is nothing worth. 
I do not ftraightly tie Chrift up in heaven, that he may 
not come into the earth at his pleafure. For when he 
will, he may come down from heaven, and be on the 
earth, as it liketh himfelf. Howbeit, 1 do affirm, That 
it is not poflible for him to be both in heaven.and 
earth at one time. 

\Smith. Mark, I pray you, my mafters that be here, 
diligently, what he anfwercth. Firft he faith, That the 
fitting of Chrift at the right hand of his Father, is a 



bar to the real prefence of his body in the facrament,. 
and then afterwards he flieth from it again. . 

Rid. 1 would not have you' think that I do imagine 
or dream upon any fuch manner of fitting, as thefe 
men here fit in the fchool. 

Smith. Ergo, It is lawful for Chrift then to be here 
prefent on the earth,- when he will himfelf 

Rid. Yea, when he will, it is lawful indeed. 

Smith. Ergo, He afcending into heaven, doth not 
reftrain his real prefence in the facrament. 

Rid. 1 do not gainfay,, but that it is lawful for him 
:o appear on the earth when he will : but prove you 
hat he will. 

Smith. Then your anfwer dependeth upon the will 
of Chrift, 1 perceive ; therefore, i will join again with 
you in that fhort argument. 

Chrift, notwithftanding he doth always abide in hea- 
ven after his afcenfion, was.feen really and corporally 

Rid. If the notaries fhould fo record your argument, 
as you have framed it, you peradventure would be 
afhamed of it hereafter. 

Smith. Chrift after his afcenfion was feen really and 
corporally upon the earth. 

Ergo, Notwithftanding his afcenfion and abiding 
with his Father, he may be corporally in the facra- 

Rid. I grant the antecedent, but I deny the con* 
fequence. 

Smith. Do you grant the antecedent? 

Rid. Yes, 1 grant the antecedent. I am content to 
let ) ou have fo much. Becaufe I know that there be 
certain ancient fathers of that opinion. I am well con- 
tent to let you ufe that propbfition as true. And 1 will 
frame the argument for you. 

He was feen on earth after his afcenfion.— 

Smith. Nay, nay, I will frame it myfelf. 

Chrift after his afcenfion was feen really and corpo- 
rally on earth, albeit he do abide in heaven continually* 

Ergo, Notwithftanding his afcenfion and continual 
abiding at the. right hand of the Father, he maybe 
really and corporally on the earth. 

Rid. Let us firft agree about the continual fitting at 
the right hand of the Father. 

Smith. Doth he fo fit at the right hand of his 
Father, that he doth never forfake the fame? . 

Rid. Nay, I do not bind Chrift in heaven fo ftraight- 
ly. I fee you go about to beguile me with your equi- 
vocations. Such equivocations are to be diftinguifhed. 
If you mean by his fitting in heaven, to reign with his 
Father, he may be both in heaven and alfo on earth. 
But if you underltand his fitting to be after a corporal 
manner of fitting, fo is he always permanent in heaven. 
For Chrift to be corporal here on earth, when corpo- 
rally he is refident in heaven, is clean contrary to the 
holy fcriptures, as Auftine faith ; " The body of Chrift 
is in heaven, but his truth is difperfed in every place." 

Smith. Adts iii. we read that Chrift (hall fit perpe- 
tually at the right hand of God, until the confir- 
mation of the world. 

Weft. I perceive you are come here to this iffue, 
whether the body of Chrift may be together both on 
earth and in heaven. I will tell you, that Chrift in 
very deed is both on earth and in heaven together, and 
at one time, both one and the fame natural Chrift, after 
the verity and fubftance of his very body: Ergo, &o 

Rid. I do not utterly deny Chrift here to have 
been feen on earth. Of uncertain things 1 fpeak un- 
certainly. 

Smith. He was feen of Paul, as being born before 
his time, after his afcending up to heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 

But his vifion was a corporal vifion. 

Ergo, He was feen corporally upon the earth after 
his afcending into heaven. 

Rid. He was feen really and corporally indeed : but 
whether being in heaven or earth, is a doubt. 

Smith. 1 would know of you, whether this vifion 
may inforce the refurredtion of Chrift? 

M Rid. 
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Rid. -- i account this a found and firm argnment to | 1 
prove the refurrecYion. But whether they fa w him in 
heaven or on earthy 1 am in doubt: and to fay the 
truth, it maketh no great matter. Both ways the 
argument is of like ftrength. For whether he. were . 
feen in heaven, or whether he were feen on earth, either 
of both maketh fufficiently for the matter; ■ Certain . 
it is, he roTe' again: for he could not have been feen, 
unlcfs he. had. rifen again. 

Smith. -Paul faw him as he was here converfant on 
earth, and not out of heaven, as you affirm. 

Hid. You run to the beginning again: that you 
take for granted, which you fhould have proved. 
Smith'. You make delays for the purpofe. 
. Bid. Say not fo, I pray you. Thofe that hear us 
are learned : they can tell both what you oppofe, and 
what I anfwer well enough, 1 warrant you. 

Trefb. He was feen after fuch fort, as that he 
might be heard. 

Ergo, He was corporally on the earth, or elfe how 
could he be heard? 

Bid. He that found the means for Stephen to be- 
hold him in heaven, even he could bring to pafs well 
enough, that Paul might hear him out of heaven. 
Smith. As others law him, fo Paul faw him. 
But he was feen of others being on earth, and ap- 
peared vifibly to them on earth. 

Ergo, He was feen of Paul on earth. 
Bid. Your controverfy is about [exiftens in terra, - ] 
that is, *' being on earth:" if [exiflere,"] " to be," be 
referred as urito the place, 1 deny that Chrift after 
that fort was on earth. But if it be referred as to the 
verity of the body, then 1 grant it. Moreover, I fay, 
that Chrift was feen of men on earth after his afcenfion, 
is certain: for he was feen of Stephen; he was feen 
alfo of Paul. But whether he defcended unto the 
earth, or whether he being in heaven did reveal or 
manifeft himfelf to Paul, when Paul was wrapt into 
the third heaven, I know that ; fome contend about 
it: and the Scripture, as far as 1 have read or 
heard, doth not determine it. Wherefore we cannot 
but judge uncertainly of thofe things which be un- 
certain... : 

Smith. We have Egefippus and Linus againft you, 
■which teftify that Chrift . appeared corporally on the 
earth to Peter after his afcenfion. " Peter overcome 
with the requefts and mournings of the people, which 
defired him to get him out or' the city, becaufe of 
Nero's lying in wait for him, began without company 
to convey himfelf away from thence: And when he 
was come to the gate, he fecth Chrift come to meet 
him, and worfhipping him, he faid, Mafter, whither 
walk you ? Chrift anfwered, I am come again to be cru- 
cified." Linus, writing of ihc paffion of Peter, hath 
the felf fame ftory. St. Ambrofc hath the fame like- 
wife, and alfo Abdias, fcholar to the apoftles, which 
faw Chrift before his afcending into heaven. 

Rid. 1 faid before that the doctors in that matter 
did vary. 

Smith. Do you think this ftory is not certain, being 
approved by fo ancient and probable authority? 

Bid. I do fo think, becaufe I take and efteem not 
their words for the words of fcripture. And though I 
did grant you that ltory to be certain, yet it maketh 
not againft me. 

Smith. Such things as are certain, and approved 
of them, you do reject as things uncertain. 

Bid. The ftory of Linus is not of fo great autho- 
rity: although 1 am not ignorant that Eufcbius fo 
writeth alfo in the ftory of the church. And yet I ac- 
count not ihefe men's reports fo fure as the canonical 
fcriptures. But it* at any time he had to any man 
appeared here on the earth after his afcenfion, that 
doth not difprove my faying. For 1 go not about 
to tic Chrift up in fetters, (as fome do untruly report 
of us) but that he may be lecn upon the earth accord- 
ing to his divine pleafure, whenfoever it pleafeth him. 
But we affirm, That it is contrary to the nature of his 
manhood, and the true manner of his body, that he 



fhould be together and at one: inftant both in heaven 
and earth, according to his corporal fubftance. 

Smith. Chryfoftom calleth it a miracle, that Chrift 
fitteth at the right hand of God in heaven, and at the 
fame time is held in. the hands of men : not that he 
is handled with the hands of men : only in a 
myftery, and is with them through grace. 

Harpf. The former part of Chryfoftom is not to 
be let flip. Let. me, before I begin, afk this one 
queftion of you. Is it not a great matter that Elias 
left his cloak or mantle, and the gift of his prophecy 
to his fcholar ? , 

Bid. Yes finely, it is a great matter. 

Harpf. Did not Elias then leave great grace ? 

Rid. He did fo. 

Harpf. But Chrift left a far greater grace than Elias : 
for he could not both leave his cloak and take it with 
him ; Chrift doth both in his 'flefh. 

Rid. I am well content to grant, that CHrift left 
much greater things to us than. Elias to Elifeus, al- 
though he be faid to have left his double fpirit with him : 
for that the ftrength and grace of the body of Chirft, 
which Chrift afcending up here left us, is the only fal- 
vation and life of all men which fhall be faved : which 
life- Chrift hath here left unto us, to be received by 
faith through the hearing of the word, and the right 
adminittration of the facraments. This virtue and 
grace Chryfoftom, after the phrafe and manner of John 
the eva'ngclift, calleth Chrill's flefh. 

Harpf. But Chrift performed a great matter. He 
carried up, and left behind. You underftand not the 
comparifon. The comparifon is in this, That Elias left 
his mantle, and carried it not with him ; Chrift left his 
flefh behind him, and carried it with him alfo. 
. Rid. True it is, and I myfelf did affirm no lefs be- 
fore. 

Harpf. If you will give me leave, I will afk you this 
quettion. If Chryfoftom would, have meant fo, that 
Chrift left his body in the eucharift, what plainer words 
think you, or more evident could he have ufed than 
thefe ? 

Rid. Thcfc things be not of fo great force as they 
bear a great Ihew outwardly. 

Harpf. The comparifon lieth in this ; That which 
was impoffible to Elias, is poffible with Chrift. 

1 grant that was poffible to Chrift, which was to 
the other impoffible. Elias left his cloak : Chrift both 
left his flefb and took it with him. 

Weft. You underftand in the firft place his flefh 
for very true flefh ; and in the fecond place for grace, 
and communion of his flefh: and why do you not 
underftand it in the fecond place alfo for his true flefh ? 
I will make it evident how blockifh and grofs your 
anfwer is. 

Rid. Thefe be taunts and reproaches, not befeem- 
ing, as 1 think, the modefty of this fchool. 

Weft. Elias left his cloak to his difciples : but 
the Son of God going up to heaven, left his flefh. . 

He carried his flefh into heaven, and he left here 
the communion of his flefh behind. Aflurdly the an- 
fwer is too unlearned. 

Rid. Surely, I wi-fh that all the whole world might 
underfland your reafpns and my anfwers. He left his 
flefh. This you underftand of his flefh, and I un- 
derftand the fame of grace. He carried his flefh into 
heaven, and left behind the communion of his flefh 

Weft. Ye judges, what think you of this anfwer ? 
Judges, it is a ridiculous and very weak anfwer. 
Rid. Well, I take your words patiently for Chrift's 
caufc. 

Weft. Wefton here citeth, ** We are fprinkled with 
the blood of Chrift." 

Rid. Mr. Dodtor, it is the fame blood, but yet 
fpiritually received. And whofoever they be that are 
not fprinkled with . his blood, they cannot be partakers 
of the evcrlafting falvation. 

Weft. Here (fpeaking again to the people) I bring 
Bernard unto you. " liven from the weft unto the eaft, 
from 
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frpiti the north unto the fouth, there is. One and the felf 
fame Chrift in many and divers places." 

Ridley. The anfwer is foon made, that one Chrift is 
here and irt divers places. For God, according to his 
majefty, and according to his providence, as St. Auftin 
faith, is every-where with the godly, according to his 
indivifible and unfpcakable grace. Or elfe, if ye would 
underftand Bernard according to the corporal prefence, 
how monftrous, or huge, and giant-like a body would 
you then make Chrift's body to be, which would reach 
even from north to fouth, from weft to eaft ? 

Wcfton. Nay, nay, you make a monftrous anfwer, 
and unlearned. 

Ward. Before 1 come in with thefe reafons which 
I had purpofed to bring againft you, I am minded to 
come again to Mr. Dodtor's argument, by which you 
being brought into the briars, feemed- to doubt of 
Chrift's prefence on the earth. To the proof of which 
matter 1 will bring nothing elfe, than that which was 
- agreed upon in the catechifm of the fynod of London, 
fee out not long ago by you. 

Ridley. Sir, I give you to underftand, before you go 
any further, that I did fet out no catechifm. 

Wcfton. Yes, you made one fubferibe to it, when you 
were a biftiop in your ruff. 

Ridley. 1 compelled no man to fubferibe. 

Ward. Yes, truly, you arc the very author of that 
herefy. 

Ridley. I put forth no catechifm. 

CWf/Did you never confent to the fetting out of 
thofe things which you allowed ? 

Ridley. I grant that I faw the book ; but I deny that , 
I wrote it. I pe'rufed it after it was made, and I noted 
many things for it. So I confentcd to the book : I was 
not the author of it. 

Judges. The catechifm is fo fet forth, as though the 
whole convocation houfe had agreed to it. Cranmer faid 
yefterday, that .you made it. 

Ridley. I think furely, that he would not fay fo. 

Ward. The catechifm hath this claufe " If vifibly 
on the. earth." 

Ridley. I anfwer, That thofe articles were fet out, I 
both knowing and confenting to them. Mine own 
hand, will teftify the fame, and Mr. Cranmer put his 
hand to them like wife, and gave them to others after- 
wards. Now, as for the place which you alledged out 
of it, that may be eafily expounded, and without any 
inconvenience. 

Ward. Chrift is the power and virtue of his Father. 

Therefore, he was not of fo little ftrength, that he 
could not bring to pafs whatfoever he would himfelf. 
.:, Ridley. Granted, 
r ^V Ward. Chrift -was the wifdom of the Father. 

Therefore, what he fpoke he fpoke wifely, and fo as. 
every man might underftand : neither was it his mind 
to fpeak one thing inftead of another. 

Ridley. All this I grant. 

Ward. Chrift was likewife the very truth : Therefore, 
he made and performed indeed that which he intended 
to make. And likewife it is, that he doth neither de- 
ceive, nor could be deceived, nor yet would go about 
to deceive others. 

Wefton. Hilarius hath thefe words, "All God's words 
or fayings are true, and neither idly placed, nor unprofit- 
ably, but fiery, and woTiderful fiery, without all doubt- 
fulnefs of fuperfluous vanity, that there may be nothing 
thought to be there, which is not abfolute and proper.'' 

Ward. He is the truth of the Father : Therefore, he 
can neither deceive, nor yet be deceived; efpecially I 
mean when he fpoke at his latter end, and his teftamcnt. 

Ridley. Chrift is the very truth of the Father : and I 
perceive well to what fcope you drive your reafon. This 
is but a far fetch compafs of words. If thefe words 
of Chrift, " This is my body," which you mean, be 
rightly underftood, they are moft true. 

Ward. He took, he brake, he gave, &e. What 
took he ? 

Ridley. Bread, his body. _ 

Ward. What brake he? 

Ridley. Bread. 
- 5- 



Ward, What gave he? 
Ridley. Bread. " 

Ward. Gave he bread made of wheat, and material 
bread ? 

Ridley. I know not whether he gave bread of wheat j 
but he gave true arid material bread. 

Ward. 1 wiil prove the contrary by fcripture; 

(1) He delivered to them that which he bade thciii 
tajce. 

(2) But he bade not them take material bread, b;it 
his own body. 

(3) Therefore, he gave not material bread, but his 

Ridley. 1 deny the minor. For he bade therh take 
his body facramentaily in material bread : and after that 
fort it was both bread which he bade them take, be- 
caufe the fubftance was brcadj and it was alfo his bodyi 
becaufe it was the facrament Of his body, for the fancTi- 
fying and thd coming of the Holy Gaoft; which is al- 
ways afliftant to thofe myfteries which were inftituted 
of Chrift, and lawfully adminiftered. 

Harp-field. What is he that fo faith, By the coming 
unto of the Holy Spirit ? 

Ridley. 1 have TheophylacT: for mine author for this . 
manner of fpeaking. And here I bring him, that ye 
may underftand that phrafe not to be mine, upon Mat- 
thew xxvi. Furthermore, the faid TheophylacT writing 
upon thefe words, " This is my body," ftieweth that 
the body of the Lord is bread, which is fanctified on 
the altar. 

Oglethorp. That place of TheophylacT maketh openly 
againft you. For he faith in that place, that Chnft faid 
not, This is the figure of my body, but my body. For* 
faith he, by an unfpeakbble operation it is transformed^ 
although it fecm to us to be bread. 

Ridley. It is not a figure that is to fay, " Non tanluni 
eft figura -," that is, " It is not only a figure of his body." 

Wefton. Where have you that word {jantuni] "only.". 

Ridley. It is not in that place, but fie hath it in ano- 
ther, and Auguftine doth fo fpeak many times, and 
other doctors alfo. 

Wefton. ("Here Wefton, repeating the words ofTheo- 
phylacT: in Englifh, faid,] He faith it is no figure, and 
you fay it is a figure. 

And the fame TheophylacT: faith moreover, that the 
converting or turning of the bread is made into the 
Lord's flefh. 

That which Chrift gave, we do give. 

But that which he gave was not a figure of his body; 

Therefore, we give no figure, but his body. 

[Concerning the authority of TheophylacT:, what he 
thought, and might have fpoken of that author, DocTof 
Ridley did not then fpeak, nor could conveniently (as 
he himfelf afterwards declared, reporting and writing 
with his own word the difputations in the prifori) becaufa 
of the uproars and clamours, which were fo great, and 
he of fo many called upon, that he could not anfr. er as 
he would, and what he thought touching the authority 
of TheophylacT:, but anfwered fimply to that which is 
brought out of that author in this manner/] 

Ridley. I grant, the bread to be converted and turn- 
ed into the Hefh of Chrift, not by tranfubftantiation, 
but by a facramental converfion or turning. It is tranf- 
formed, faith TheophylacT:, in the fame place, by a 
myftical benedicTion, and by the acceflion or coming 
of the Holy Ghoft unto the flefti of Chrift. He faith 
not, by expulfion or driving away the fubftance of bread, 
and by fubftituting or putting in it's place trje corporal 
fubftance of Chrift's flefti. And where he faith, It is 
not a figure of the body, we ihould underftand that 
faying, as he himfelf doth elfewhere add, [only], thai 
is, it is no naked or bare figure only. ~For Chrift is 
prefent in his myfteries, neither at any time, as Cyprian 
laith, doth the Divine Majefty abfent himfelf from the 
divine myfteries. 

Wefton. You put in [only], and that is one lye. And 
I tell you farther, Peter Martyr was fain to deny the 
author, becaufe the place was fo plain againft him. 
But mark his words, how he faith, It is no figure, but 
his flefti. 

N Ridley. 
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Ridley. To take his words and not his meaning, is to i 
do injury to the author. ; 

Ward. No other doctor maketh more againft you : 
for his words arc, " Turned from one element into ano- 
ther." And {hewing the caufe why it is in the form of 
bread, he faith, Becaufe we are infirm, and abhor to 
eac the raw flefh, fpecially the flefh of man ; therefore it 
appeareth bread, but it is flefh." 

Ridley. That word hath not that ftrength which you 
feem to give it. You ftrain it overmuch, and yet it 
maketh not fo much for \ our purpofe. For the fame 
author hath in another place, " We are tranfelemented, 
or transformed into the body of Chrilt." And fo by 
that word, in fuch meaning as you fpeak of, I could 
prove as well that we are transformed indeed into the 
very body of Ch'rift. 

Ward. Learned doctor, thus you expound the place, 
" This is my body ; " that is, a figure of my body. 

liidley. A I though 1 know there be fome that fo ex- 
pound it, yet that expofition is not full to exprefs the 
whole. > 

Ward. My fheep here my voice, and follow me. 

But all the fheep of Chrifl hear this voice, " This is 
my body," without a, figure. 

Therelbre, the voice of Chrifl here hath no figure. 

Ridley. The fheep of Chrift follow the voice of Chrift, 
iinlefs they be feduced and deceived through ignorance. 

Ward. But the fathers took this place for no figura- 
tive fpeech. 

Ridley, "iet they do all number this place among fi- 
gurative and tropical fpeeches. 

Ward. Juftine Martyr, in his fecond apology, hath 
this paffage (which place Cranmer hath corrupted), 
" For we do not take this for common bread and drink, 
but like as .Jefus Chrift our Saviour incarnate by the 
word of God, had flefh and blood for our falvation ; 
even fo we arc taught, the food wherewith our flefh and 
blood is'nourifhed by- alteration, when it is confecrated 
by the prayer of his word, to be the flefh and blood of 
the fame Jefus incarnate." 

Dr. Cranmer hath thus tranflated it ; " Bread, water, 
and wine, are not to be taken as other common meats 
and drinks be, but they are ordained purpofely to give 
thanks to God, and therefore are called Eucharijlia, and 
likewife the body and blood of Chrift j and that it is 
lawful for none to eat and drink of them, but fuch as 
profefs Chrift, and live according to the fame ; and yet 
the fame meat and drink is changed into our flefh and 
blood, and nourifheth our bodies." 

Ridley. O good Mr. Doctor, go fincerely to work : I 
know that place, and I know how it is ufed. 

[Here Ward repeated the place again out of Juftine, 
" We are taught," &c. as above.] 

Ridley. O what upright dealing is this! 1 have the felf 
fame place of Juftine here copied out. 'You know your- 
felf who are fkilful in Greek, how the words here be 
removed out of the right place, and without any jult 
caufe. 

Ward. I ftand ftill upon mine argument. What fay 
you ? 

Ridley. If you will that I fhould anfwer to Juftine, 
then you mufl hear. I have but one tongue, 1 cannot 
anfwer at once to you all. 

Wefton. Chrift gave us his very and true flefh -to be 

But he never gave it to be eaten but in "his laft flip- 
per, and in the facrament of the altar. 

Therefore, there is the very flefh of Chrift. 

Ridley. If you fpeak of the very true flefh of Chrifl, 
after the fubftance of his flefh taken in the womb of the 
virgin Mary, and not by grace and fpiritually, I then 
do deny the firft part of your reafon. But if you undcr- 
ftand it of the true flefh, after grace and fpiritual com- 
munication, 1 then grant the firft part and deny the 
fecond. For he giveth unto us truly his flefh, to be 
eaten of all that believe in him. For he is the very and 
true meat of the foul, wherewith we are fed unto ever- 
lafting life, according to his faying, " My flefh is meat 
indeed," &c. 

Ward, *' I have defired with my hearty defire to cat 



this pafchal with you." What pafchal, I pray you, de- 
fired he to cat ? Did he underftand by this pafchal the 
Judaical lamb ? or that which he' gave afterwards in 
his own fupper ? 

Ridley. 1 fuppofe that the firft he underflood of the 
Judaical paflbver, and afterwards of the eucharilt. 

Ward. Tertullian is againft you, who faith, 

" He defired to eat this paflbver. 

But the Judaical paflbver was not his, but ftran^e 
from Chrift. 

Therefore, he meant not the Judical paflbver." 

Ridley. The Judaical paflbver was not ftrange from 
Chrift, but his own ; for he is Lord of all ; as well of 
the Judaical paflbver, as of his own fupper. 

Tertullian may here play with an analogical fenfe. I 
know Cyprian hath thefe words, " He began then to 
inftitute the holy eucharift, but both were Chrift's." 
. Ward. Auguftine, in Pfalm xcvi. writing upon thefe 
words, " Worfhip his foot-ftool," &c. " I'afk (faith 
he) what is the foot-ftool of his feet ? and the fcripture 
telleth me, The earth is the foot-ftool of my feet. And 
I turn myfelf to Chrift, becaufe I feek him here on the 
earth, and find how, without impiety, the foot-ftool of 
his feet may be worfhipped ; for he took earth of earth, 
in that he is flefh and earth ,- and of the flefh of Mary 
he took flefhj becaufe in the fame flefh he here walked ; 
and he alfo gave the fame flefh to us to be eaten unto 
falvation. But no man eateth that flefh, except he hath 
worfhipped before. And fo it is found, how fuch a foot- 
ftool of the Lord is to be worfhipped, fo that not only 
we fin in not worfhipping, but alfo do fin in not wor- 
fhipping the fame." 

He gave to us his flefh to be eaten, the which he 
took of the earth, in which alfo here he walked, &c. 

But he, never gave his flefh to be eaten, but when he 
gave it at his fupper, faying, " This is my body." 

Therefore, in the eucharift he gave his flefh. 

Ridley. You do alledge the place of Auftin, where he 
faith, that Chrift gave his flefh to be eaten which he took 
of the earth, and in which here he walked, inferring 
herefrom, that Chrift never gave the fame his flefh to be 
eaten, but only in the eucharift. I deny your minor; 
for he gave it both in the eucharift to be eaten, and 
alfo otherwife, as well in the word, as alfo upon the 
crofs. 

Smith. What if Auguftine fay, that Chrift did not 
only give himfclf to us in figure, but gave his own very 
flefh indeed and really ? 

Ridley. I never faid that Chrift gave only a figure of 
his body. For indeed he gave himfclf in a real com- 
munication, that is, he gave his flefh after a commu- 
nication of his flefh. 

[Here Wefton read the place of Auguftine in Eng- 
lifh, and afterwards faid thus Q 

' Wejion. You fay Chrift gave not his body, but a fi- 
gure of his body. 

Ridley. 1 fay not fo ; I fay he gave his own body 
verily. But he gave it by real, effectual, and fpiritual 
communication. 

[After this, Dr. Glin began to reafon, who, (notwith- 
ftanding Dr. Ridley had always taken him for his old 
friend) made a very contumelious preface againft him. 
This preface Dr. Ridley therefore did the more take to 
heart, becaufe it proceeded from him. But he thought 
that Dr. Glin's mind was to ferve the time. For, after- 
wards, he came to the houfe wherein Dr. Ridley was 
kept, and as far as Dr. Ridley could call to remem- 
brance, before Dr. Young and Dr. Oglethorp> he defired 
him to pardon his words. With this Dr. Ridley com- 
plied, even from his very heart, and wifhed earneftl-y, 
that God would give not only unto him, but unto all 
others, the true and evident knowledge of God's evan- 
gelical fincerity, that all offences put apart, they being 
perfectly and fully reconciled, might agree and meet to- 
gether in the houfe of their heavenly Father. J 

Clin. I fee that you evade all fcripiures and fathers ; 
I will go to work with you after another manner. 

Chrift hath here his church known on earth, of 
which you were once a child, although now you fpeak 
contumelioufly of the facraments. 

Ridley. 
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Ridley. This is a grievous reproach, that you call me 1 
a fhifter away of the fcripture, and of the doctors : as 1 
touching the facraments, I never yet fpake contumeli- < 
oufly of them. J grant that Chrift hath here his church 
on earth : but that church did ever receive and acknow- 
ledge the eucharift to be a facrament of the body of 
Chrift, yet not the body of Chrift really; but the body 
of Chrift by grace. j 

Glin. Then I afk this queftion ; Whether the ca- 
tholic church hath ever, or at any time, been ido- 
latrous ? 

Ridley. The church is the pillar and ftay of the truth, 
. that never yet had been idolatrous in refpect of the 
■whole: but peradventure in refpecl: of fome part thereof, 
•which fometimes may be feduced by evil paftors, and 
through ignorance.. ' 

Glin. That church ever hath worfhipped the flefh of 
. Chrift in the eucharift. 

But the church hath never been idolatrous. 
Therefore, it hath always judged the flefh of Chrift 
to be : in the eucharift. * 
Ridley. And I alfo worfhip Chrift in the facrament, 
but not becaufe he is included in the facrament; like as I 
■worfhip Chrift alfo in the fcripcures, not becaufe he is 
really included in them. Notwithstanding, 1 fay, that 
the body of Chrift is prefent in the facrament ; but yet 
facramentally and fpiritually, according to his grace 
giving life, and in that refpecl really, that is, according 
to his bencdidtion giving life. 

Furthermore, I acknowledge, gladly, the true body 
of Chrift to be in the Lord's fupper, in fuch fort as the 
church of Chrift (which is the fpoufe of Chrift, and is 
taught of the Holy Ghoft, and guided by God's word) 
doth acknowledge the fame. , But the true church of 
Chrift doth acknowledge a prefence of Chrift's body in 
the Lord's fupper to be communicated to the godly, by 
grace, and fpiritually, as 1 have often fhewed, and by a 
facramental fignification, but not by the corporal pre- 
fence of the body of his flefh. 

G/;'«» Auftin faith, " Some there were which thought 
us, inftead of bread and of the cup, to worfhip Ceres 
and Bacchus." 

From whence I gather, that there was an adoration 
of the facrament among the fathers ; and Erafmus, in an 
epiftle to the brethren of Low-Germany, faith, that the 
worfhipping of the facrament was before Auftin and 
Cyprian. 

Ridley. We do handle the figns reverently : but we 
worfhip the facrament as a facrament, not as a thing fig- 
nified by the facrament. 

Glin. What is the fymbol or facrament ? 

Ridley. Bread. 

. Glin. Therefore, we worfhip bread. 

Ridley. There is a deceit in the word [adoramus.~\ We 
■worfhip the fymbols, when reverently we handle them. 
We worfhip Chrift wherefoever we perceive his benefits. 
But we underftand his benefit to be greateft in the fa- 

Glin. So I may fall down before the bench here, and 
worfhip Chrift : and if any may afk me what I do, I 
may anfwer, I worfhip Chrift. 

Ridley. We adore and worfliip Chrift in the eucharift. 
And. if you mean the external facrament; 1 fay, that 
alfo is to be worfhipped as a facrament. 

Glin. So was the faith of the primitive church. 

Ridley. Would to God we would all follow the faith of 
that church. 

Glin. Think you that Chrift hath now his church ? 
Ridley I do lb. 

Glin. But all the church adoreth Chrift, verily and 
really in the facrament. 

Ridley. You know yourfelf that the eaftern church 
would not acknowledge tranfubftantiation, as appcareth 
in the council of Florence. 

Cole. That is falfe. For in the fame they did ac- 
knowledge tranfubftantiation, although they would not 
intreat of the matter, for that they had not in their com- 
miffion fo to do. 

Ridley. Nay, they would determine nothing of the 
matter, when the article was propounded unto them. 



Cole. It was not becaufe they did not acknowledge 
the fame, but becaufe they had no cohirhiffion fo to 
do. 

. Cur/op. Reverend fir, 1 will prove and declare, that 
the body of Chrift is really and truly in the eucharift : 
and whereas the holy fathers, both of the weft and eaft 
church, have written both many things and no lefs ma- 
nileft of. the fame matter, yet will 1 bring forth only 
Chryfoftom. 

That which is in the cup, is the fame that flowed 
from the fide of Chrift. 

But true and pure blood did flow from the fide of 
Chrift. 

Therefore, his true dnd. pure blood is in the cup. 
Ridley. It is his true blood which is in the chalice, I 
gnintj and the fame which fprang from the fide of 
Chrift. But how? It is blood indeed, but not after 
the fame manner, in which it fpfafig from his 
fide. For here is the blood, but by way Of a facra- 
ment; * 

Again, I fay, like as the bread of the facrament arid 
of thankfgivihg is called the body of Chrift given for us ; 
fo the cup of the Lord is called the blood which fprang 
from the fide of Chrift. But as the facramental bread is 
called the body, becaufe it is the facrament of his body; 
even fo likewife the cup is called the blood which 
flewed out of Chrift's fide, becaufe it is the facrament 
of that blood which flowed out of his fide, inftituted by 
the Lord himfelf for our Angular advantage; namely, 
for our fpiritual nourifhment : like as baptifm is or- 
dained in water to fpiritual regeneration; 
; Cur/op. The facrament of the blood is not the blood. 
Ridley. The facrament of the blood is the blood, and 
that is attributed to the facrament, which is fpoken of 
the thing of the facrament. 

^Here Wefton repeateth Curtop's argument in 
Englifti,] 

Wefton. That which is in the chalice, is the fame vvhieh 
flowed out of Chrift's fide. 

But there came out very blood. 
Therefore, there is blood in the chalice. 
Ridley. THe blood of Chrift Is in the chalice' indeed, 
but not in the real prefence, but by grace, and in a 
. facrament; 

Wefton. That is very well. Then we have blood in 
the chalice. 

Ridley, It is true, but by grace, and in a facrament; 
Q Here the people hiffed at him.] 
Ridley. O my matters ! I take this for no judgment : 
I will ftand to God's judgment. 

Wat/on: Good fir, I have determined to have refpcdl 
of the time, and to abftain from thofe things which may 
hinder the progrefs of our difputation ; and therefore 
firft I afk this queftion ; when Chrift faid iri the fixth of 
John, " He that eatcth my flefh," &c. doth he fignify 
in thofe words the eating of his true and natural flefh, 
or elfc of the bread and fymbol ? 

Ridley. I underftand that place of the very flefh of 
Chrift to be eaten, but fpiritually ; and further I fay, 
that the facrament alfo pertaineth unto the fpiritual 
eating. For without the fpirit to eat the facrament, 
is to eat it unprofitably. For whofo eateth not fpiri- 
tually, he eatcth his ow n condemnation. 

JVatfon. I afk then, whether the eucharift be a facra- 
ment ? 

Ridley. The eucharift, taken for a fign or fymbol, is 
a facrament. 

Watfon. Is it inftituted of God ? 
Ridley. It is inftituted of God. 
Wat/on. Where? 
Ridley. In the fupper. 

Watfon. With what words is it made a facrament ? 
Ridley. By the words and deeds which Chrift faid and 
did, and commanded us to fay and do the fame; 

Watfon. It is a thing commonly received of all, that 
the facraments of the new law give grace to them tha: 
worthily receive. 

Ridley. True it is, that grace is given by the facra- 
: ment, but as by an iiiftrunient. The inward virtue and 
Chrift give grace through the facrament. 

Wv.thn. 
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Watfon. What is a facrament? 

Ridley. I remember there be many definitions of a 
facrament in Auguftine : but I will take that which 
feemeth moft fit to this prefent purpofe. A facrament 
is a vifible fign of inyifible grace. 

Watfon. Therefore, grace is given to the receivers. 

Ridley. The union or conjunction with Chrift through 
the Holy Ghoft is grace, and by the facrament we are 
made members of the myftical body of Chrift, for 
by the facrament part of the body is grafted in the 
head. 

Watfon. But there is a difference between the myfti- 
cal body, and natural body. 

Ridley. There is (I grant you) a difference, but the 
head of them both is one. 

Watfon. The eucharift is a facrament of the New 
Teftament. 

Therefore, it hath a promife. of grace. 

But no promife of grace is made to bread and wine. 

Therefore, bread and wine are not the facrarnents of 
the New Teftament. 

Ridley. I grant that grace pertaineth to the eucharift, 
according to this faying, " The bread which we break, 
is it not the communication or partaking of the body of 
Chrift ?" And like as he that eateth, and he that drinketh 
unworthily of the facrament of the body and blood of the 
Lord, eateth and drinketh his own damnation j even fo 
he that eateth and drinketh worthily, eateth life, and 
drinketh life. I grant alfo,.that there is no promife made 
to bread and wine. But inafmuch as they are fandtified, 
and made the facrarnents of the body and blood of the 
Lord, they have a promife of grace annexed unto them ; 
namely, of fpiritual partaking of the body of Chrift to 
be communicated and given, not to the bread and 
wine, but to them who worthily receive the facrament. 

Watfon. If the fubttance of bread and wine do remain, 
then the union betwixt Chrift and us is promifed to 
them that take bread and wine. 

But that union is not promifed to bread and wine, 
but to the receivers of the Hefh and blood. John vi. 
" He that eateth my flefh," &c. 

Therefore, the fubftance of bread and wine remain- 
eth not. 

Ridley. The promife undoubtedly is made to the flefh 
and blood, but the fame is to be received in the facra- 
ment through faith. 

Watfon. Every facrament hath a promife of grace an- 
nexed unto it. 

Therefore, the bread and wine are not facrarnents. 

Ridley. True it is, every facrament hath grace an- 
nexed unto it inftrumentally. But there are divers un- 
derftandings of this word [babet} " hath." For the fa- 
crament hath not grace included in it; but to thofe that 
receive it well, it is turned to grace. After that man- 
ner the water in baptifm hath grace promifed, and by 
that the Holy Spirit is given ; . not that grace is included 
in water, but that grace cometh by water. 

Watfon. This promife is made to the flcfti and blood 
of Chrift, and not to the bread and wine. 

Therefore, the facrament is not bread and wine, but 
the body and blood of Chrift. 

Ridley. There is no promife made to him that taketh 
common bread and common wine, but to him that re- 
ceiveth the fandtified bread, and bread of the commu- 
nion, there is a large promife of grace made j neither 
is the promife given to the fymbols, but to the thing 
of the facrament. But the thing of the facrament is the 
flefh and blood. 

Watfon. Every facrament of the New Teftament 
givcth grace, promifed of God to thofe that worthily 
receive it. 

Ridley. This facrament hath a promife of grace made 
to thofe that receive it worthily, becaufe grace is given 
by it, as by an inftrument, not that Chrifc hath tranf- 
fufed grace into bread and wine. 

Watfon. But this promife which is made, is only to 
thofe that worthily receive the flefh and blood ; not the 
bread and wine. 

Ridley. That propofition of your's hath a double un- 
derftanding. There is no promife made to them that 



receive common bread, as it were ; but to thofe, that 
worthily receive the fandtified bread, there is a promife 
of grace made, as Origin doth teftify. 

. Watfon. Where is that promife made ? 

Ridley. " The bread which he brake, is it not a com- 
munication of the body of Chrift-?". And, " We being 
many are" one bread, one body of Chrift." 

Watfon. What doth he mean by bread in that place ? 

Ridley. The bread of the Lqrd's table ; the commu- 
nion of the body of Chrift. 

Watfon. Hear what Chryfoftom faith upon that paf- 
fage : ««. The bread which we break, is not the commu- 
nication of Chrift's body ? Wherefore did he not fay, 
participation? Becaufe he would lignify fome greater 
matter, and that he would declare a great convenience and 
conjunction betwixt the fame. For we do not commu- 
nicate by participation only, and receiving, but alfo by 
co-uniting. For, like as that body isxo-united to Chrift, 
fo alfo we by the fame bread areunited to him." 
...Ridley. Let Chryfoftom have his manner of fpeaking, 
and his fentence. If it be true, I reject it not. But 
let it not be preiudical to me to name it true bread.. 

Wal/on. " AH (faith Chryfoftom) which fit together 
at one board, do communicate together of one true 
body. What cjo I call (faith he) this communicating.? 
We are all the fclf-famc body. What doth bread fig- 
nify ? The body of Chrift. What are they that receive 
it ? The body of Chrift. For many are but one body." 
Chryfoftom doth interpret this place againft you. " All 
we be one bread, and one myftical body, which do par- 
ticipate together one bread of Chrift.'' 

Ridley. All we be one myftical body, which do com- 
municate of one Chrift in bread, after the efficacy of 
regeneration or quickening. 

Watfon. Of what manner of bread fpeaketh he? 

Ridley. Of the bread of the Lord's table. 

Watfon. Is that bread one ? 
: -Ridley. It is one, of the church being one, becaufe 
one bread is fet forth upon the table : and fo of one 
.bread all together do participate, which communicate 
at the. table of the Lord. 

Watfon. See how abfurdly you fpcak. Do you lay, all 
which be from the beginning to the end of the world ? 

Ridley. All, I fay, which at one table together have 
communicated in the myftcries might well fo do. But 
the heavenly and celeftiai bread is likewife one alfo, 
whereof the facramcntal bread is a myftery : the which 
being one, all we together do participate. 

Watfon. A perverfe anfwer. Which all ? Mean you 
all chriftian men ? i 

Ridley. I do diftribute this word [All:] for all were 
w ont together to communicate of the one bread divided 
into parts. All, I fay, which were one congregation, 
and which all did communicate together at one table. 

Watfon. What ? Do you exclude then from the body of 
Chr'rft.all them that did not communicate being prefent? 

Fecknam. But Cyprian faith, " Bread which no multi- 
tude doth confumc." Which cannot be underftood 
but only of the body of Chrift. 

Ridley. Alfo Cyprian in this place did fpeak of the 
true body of Chrift, and not of material bread. 

Fecknam. Nay, rather he did there treat of the facra- 
ment in that treatife De Ctena Domini, writing upon 
" the fuppcr of the Lord.'' 

Ridley. Truth it is, that I grant he treateth there of 
the facrament : but alfo he doth mix fomething there- 
withal of the fpiritual eating. 

Smith. When the Lord faith, " This is my body," 
he ufcth no tropical fpcech. 

Therefore, you are deceived. 

Ridley. I deny your antecedent. i 
Smith. I bring here-Auguftine in pf. xxxiii. expound- 
ing thefe words, Fcrcbatur in manibus fuis, " He was 
carried in his own hands." "-How may this be under- 
ftood to be done in man ? For no man is carried in his 
own hands, but in the hands of another. How this may 
be underftood of David after the letter, we do not find ; 
of Chrift we find it. For Chrift was born in his own 
hands, when he faith, " This is my body," for he car- 
ried that fame body in his own hands," &c. 

Auguftine 
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Auguftine here did not fee how this place after the 
letter could be underftood of David, becaufe no man 
can carry himfelf in his own hands. Therefore, faith 
he, this place is to be underftood of Chrift after the 
letter. For Chrift carried himfelf in his own hands in 
his fupper, when he gave the facrament to his difci- 
ples, faying, " This is my body." 

Ridley. I deny your argument, and will explain the 
fame. Auftin could not find, after his own underftand- 
ing, how this could be underftood of David after the 
letter. Auftin differs here from others in this expofi- 
rion, but I differ not from him. But let this expofi- 
tion of Auftin be granted to you; alihough I know 
this place of fcripture be otherwife read of other men, 
after the verity of the Hebrew text, and it isalfo other- 
wife to be expounded. Yet to grant to you this expo- 
lition of Auftin, I fay, yet notwithftanding it maketh 
nothing againft my affertion : for Chrift did bear him- 
felf in his own hands, when he gave the facrament of 
his body to be eaten of his difciples. 

Smith. Therefore, it is true of Chrift after the let- 
ter, that he was borne in his own hands. 

Ridley. He was borne literally, and after the letter, 
•which was fpoken of David : but not after the letter 
of thefe words, «« This is my body." 

Smith. Every man may bear in his own hands a 
figure of his body. 

But Auftin denieth that David could carry himfelf 
in his hands. 

Therefore, he fpeaketh of no figure of his body. 

Ridley. If Auftin could have found in all the fcrip- 
ture, that David had carried the facrament of his body, 
then he would never have ufed that exposition of 
Chrift. 

Smith. But he did bear himfelf in his own hands : 

Therefore, he did not bear a figure only. 

Ridley. He did bear himfelf, bur in a facrament : 
and Auftin afterwards added Sguxidam modo, that is, 
facramentally. 

This place Dr. Wefton repeated again in Englifh, 
which done, Dr. Trefham began thus to fpeak : 

I bring a place here out of the council of Lateran, 
the which council, reprefenting the univerfal church, 
wherein were congregated three hundred bilhops, and 
feventy metropolitans, belides a great multitude of 
others, decreed, That bread and wine, by the power 
, of God's word, was t.-anfubftantiated into the body 
and blood of the Lord. Therefore, whofoever faith con- 
trary, cannot be a child of the church, but an heretic. 

Ridley. Good lir, 1 have heard what you have cited 
out of the council of Lateran, and remember that there 
was a great multitude of biftiops and metropolitans, as 
you faid : but yet you have not numbered how many 
abbots, priors, and friars were in that council, who 
were to the number of eight hundred. 

Trejbam. What do you not receive the council of 
Lateran ? — Whereupon he, with certain others, cried, 
Write, write. 

Ridley. No, fir, I receive not that council j write, 
and write again. 

Trejbam. Evil men do eat the natural body of Chrift. 

Therefore, the true and natural body of Chrift is on 
the altar. 

Ridley. Evil men do eat the very true and natural 
body of Chrift facramentally, and no further, as Sr. 
Auguftine faith : but good men do cat the very true 
body both facramentally, and fpiritually by grace. 

T rejbam. 1 prove the contrary by Auguftine, " Like 
as Judas, to whom the Lord gave the morfel, did of- 
fend ; not in taking a thing that was evil, but in re- 
ceiving it after an evil manner," &c. And a little after, 

Becaule fome do not eat unto falvation, it follow eth 
not, therefore, that it is not his body." 

Ridley. It is the body to them, that is, the facrament 
of the body : and Judas took the facrament of the Lord 
to his condemnation. Auftin hath diftinguilhed thefe 
things well in another place s "The bread of the Lord, 
the bread the Lord. Evil men eat the bread of the 
Lord, but not bread the Lord. But good men eat 
both the bread of the Lord, and bread the Lord." 



Another then came in, whorh Mr. Ridley knew 
not, and laid, " The univerfal church both of the 
Greeks and Latins, of the eaft and of the weft, have 
agreed in the council of Florence, uniformly in the 
dodtrine of the facrament, that there is the true and 
real body in the facrament of the altar. 

Ridley. I deny the Greek and the eaft church to have 
agreed either in the council at Florence, or at any time 
elfe, with the Romifh church, in the dodtrine of tran- 
fubftantiation of bread into the body of Chrift. For 
there was nothing in the council of Florence, wherein 
the Greeks would agree with the Romanifts ; however 
1 confcfs.'it was left for every church to ufe, as they 
were wont, leavened or unleavened bread. 

Dr. Cole now cried out, and faid, they agreed to- 
gether concerning tranfubftantiation of bread into the 
body of Chrift. Dr Ridley faid that was not poffible* 

Pyr. What fay you to that council, where it is faid, 
that the prieft doth offer an unbloody facrifice of the 
body of Chrift ? 

Ridley. I fay, it is well faid, if it be rightly underftood. 

Rye. But he offered an unbloody facrifice. 

Ridley. It was called unbloody, and is offered after 
a certain manner, and in a myftery, and as a repre- 
fentation of that bloody facrifice, and he doth not lye, 
which faith Chrift to be offered. 

IVefton. I with one argument will throw down to 
the ground your opinion, out of Chryfoftom, Horn, 
xxiv. in i Cor. And I will teach, not only a figuic 
and a fign, or grace only, but the very fame body, 
which was here converfant on the earth, to be in the 
eucharift. 

(1 ) We worfhip the frlf fame body in the eucharift, 
which the wife men did worfhip in the manger. 

(2) But that was his natural and real body, not 
fpiritiuil. 

(3) Therefore, the real body of Chrift is in the 
eucharift. 

Again, the fame Chryfoftom faith, " We have not 
here the Lord in the manger, but on the altar. Here 
a woman holdeth him not in her hands, but a priefl." 

Ridley. We worfhip, I confefs, the fame true Lord 
and Saviour of the world, which the wife men wor- 
fhipped in the manger ;' howbeit we do it in a myfte- 
ry, and in the facrament of the Lord's fupper, and 
that in fpiritual liberty, as faith St. Auguftine, 1. 3. 
De Doflrim Ghriftictna : not in carnal fervitude? that 
is, we do not worfhip fervilely the figns for the things; 
for that ihould be as be alfo faith, a part of a fcrvile 
infirmity. But we behold with the eyes of faith 
him prefent after grace, and fpiritually fet upon the 
table; and we worfhip him which litteth above, and 
is worshipped of the angels. For Chrift is always 
affiftant to his myfteries, as the laid Aujpditihe 
faith. 

IVefton. That which the woman did hold in her 
womb, the fame holdetfa the prieft. 

Ridley. I grant, the prieft holdeth the fame thing, 
but after another manner. She did hold the natural 
body ; the prieft holdeth the myftery of the body. 

Now Wefton again repeated this argument out of 
Chryfoftom in Englifh. 

Ridley. I Cay that the author meant it fpiritually. 

Dr. Wcflon, the prolocutor, now put an end to the 
difputation with thefe word?: You fee the ftubborn, 
the boafting, the crafty, the inconftant mind of this 
man. Here you fee, this day, that the ftrength of 
the truth is without foil. Therefore, I befeech you 
all moll enrneftly to blow the note of triumph : hav- 
ing (aid this, he began, and they followed, exclaim- 
ing, " Truth batb ibe -viSory, Truth bath the vie- 

. In tbe courfe of the debate. Dr. Ridley difplaycd 
great acurenefs of understanding, ftrength of reafon- 
ing, and extent <of learning, though he had fourteen 
opponents to encouncer ; but he was determined to 
fupporr his opinions, and declared, ; that as long as 
God .gave him life, he fhould not only have his 
iheart, but alfo his mouth and pen to defend his 
truth. 

' O A. THIRD 
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A THIRD DISPUTATION at OXFORD, be- 
tween the Rev. Dr. HUGH LATIMER, BI- 
SHOP of WORCESTER, and others, April 
iStb, i S 54 . 

/^N Wcdnefday the 1 8th of April, bifhop Latimer 
\J was brought out to. difpute. This difputation be- 
gan at eight o'clock, and was conducted in much the 
fame manner as thofe preceding, except that moll part 
of it was in Englifh: for the bifliop alledged that 
he was out of ufe with the Latin, and unfit for that 
place. 

Mr. Smith, of Oriel college, Dr. Cartwright, Mr. 
Harpsfield, and others, replied to him, with many cruel 
infinuations and bitter taunts. The old bilhop efcaped 
no hidings, and fcornful laughings, which thofe who 
went before had patiently endured. Being very faint, 
he defired that he might not long tarry ; nor durft he 
drink, for fear of vomiting. The difputation ended 
before eleven of the clock. Dr. Laiimer was not fuf- 
ftred 10 read what he had, as he obferved, painfully 
written : but it was exhibited up, and the prolocutor, 
after having read part thereof, prbeceded unto the dif- 
putation. 

A Copy of Bishop Latimkr's Protestation, as 
delivered inventing to Dr. Weston. 
The conclufions whereunto I mult anfwerare thefe: 

1. The firft is, That in the facramcnt of- the altar, 
by the virtue of God's word pronounced by the prieft, 
there is really prcfent the natural body of Chrift, con- 
ceived of the virgin Mary, under the kinds of the 
appearance of bread and wine; in like manner his 
blood. 

2. The fecond is, That a'tcr confecration there re- 
mained! no fubftance of bread and wine, nor any other 
fubltancc, but the fubdance of God and man. 

3. The third is, that in the mafs there is the lively 
facri (ice of the church, w hich is propitiable, as well for 
the fins, of the quick, as of the dead. 

Concerning the firft conclufions, I think it is fet forth 
with certain new-found terms that are obfeure, and do 
•not found according to the fpeech of the fcripture. But 
however 1 understand it, this 1 do anfvver plainly, 
(though not without peril) that to the right celebration 
of the Lord's Supper, there is no other prefence of 
Chrift required, than a fpiritual prefence : and this pre- 
fence is fufficient for a Chrifiian man, as a prefence by 
•which we abide in Chrift, and Chrilt abideth in us, to 
the obtaining of eternal life, if we peifevere. And this 
fame prefence may be called moft fitly a real prefence, 
that is, a prefence not feigned, but a true and faithful 
prefence. Which thing 1 here rehearfc, left fome fyco- 
phant, or fcorner fhould fuppofe me, with the Ana- 
baptifts, to make nothing clfe of the facramcnt, but a 
naked and a bare:fign. As for that which is feigned of 
many concerning their corporal prefence, I for my part 
take it but for' a papiftical invention: therefore think it 
utterly to be rejected. 

Concerning the fecond conclufion, 1 dare be bold to 
fay, , that it hath no ground . in God's word, but is a 
thing invented and found out by man, and therefore to 
be taken asfalfe ; and 1 had almoft faid, as the mother 
and nurfe of the. other errors. It were good for my 
lords and matters of the tranfubftantiation, to take heed 
left they confpire with the Neltorians, for 1 do not fee 
how they can avoid it. 

The third conclufion (as I uuderftand it) feemcth 
fubtilyto fow fedition againft the offering which Chrift 
■ himfelf offered for us in his own proper perfon, accord- 
ing to thofe words of St. Paul, Heb. i. where he faith, 
. " That Chrift his ownfelf hath made purgation of our 
ifins." And afterwards, " That he might (faid he) be a 
-merciful and faithful bifhop, concerning thofe things 
which are to be done with God, for the taking away of 
>our fins." So that the expiation or taking away of our 
fins may be thought rather to depend on this, that Chrift 
•was an offering bifhop, than that he was ottered, were 
it not that he was offered of himfelf : and therefore it 
is needlefs that he .fhould be offered of any. other. 1 will 
fpeak nothing of the wonderful prefumption of man, to 



dare to attempt this thing without a manifeft vocation, 
efpecially in that it tendeth to the overthrowing and 
making fruitlefs (if not wholly, yet partly) of the crofs 
of Chrift; for truly it is no bafc or mean thing to 
offer Chrift. And therefore well may a man fay to 
my lords and maflers, the offerers, by what authority 
do ye this? and who gave you this authority? Where? 
When? A man cannot (faith the baptift; take any 
thing, except it be given him from above : much lefs 
then may any man prefume to ufurp any honour, before 
he be thereto called. 

Again, If any man fin (faith St. John), we have 
not a matter, or offerer at home, which can facrifice for 
us at mafs, but we have (faith he) an advocate, Jefus 
Chrift, which once offered himfelf long ago ; of which 
offering the efficacy and effect is for ever, fo that it is 
needlefs to have fuch offerers. 

What meancth Paul, when he faith, " They that 
ferve at the altar, are partakers of the altar?"' and fo 
atideth ; " So the Lord hath ordained, that they that 
preach the gofpel, (hall live of the gofpel." Whereas 
he fhould have faid, the Lord hath ordained, that 
they that facrifice at mafs, fhould live of their facrific- 
ing, that there might be living affigned to our facri- 
fieers now, as was, before Chrift's coming,- to the Jew- 
ifh priefts. For now they have nothing to alledge for 
their living, as they that be preachers have. So that it 
appcarcth, that the facrificing priefthood is changed by 
God's ordinance into a preaching priefthood, and the 
facrificing priefthood fhould ceafe utterly, faving inaf- 
much as all chriftian men are facrificing priefts. 

The flipper of the Lord was inflituted to provoke lis 
to thankfgiving, for the offering which the Lord him- 
felf did oiler for us, much rather than that our offerers 
fhould do there as they do. 

'« Feed (faith Feter) as much as ye may the flock 
of Chrift :" nay, rath -r let us facrifice as much as we 
may for the flock of Chrift. If the matter be as 
men now make it, I can never wonder enough, that 
Peter would or could forget this office of facrificing, 
which at this day is in fuch a price and eftimation, ' that 
I to feed is almoft nothing with many. If thou ceafe 

■ from feeding the Hock, how ftialt thou be taken? 
! Truly catholic enough. But if thou ceafe from facrific- 
! ing and matting, how w ill that be taken ? At the leaft, 
j 1 warrant thee, thou fhalt be called an heretic. 

j And whence, I pray you, come thefe papiftical 
j judgments? Except perchance they think a man feed- 
j eth the flock in facrificing for them: and then what 
! needeth there any learned paftors ? For no man is fo 
j foolifh, but fo'on he may learn to facrifice and mafs it. 
j Thus I have taken the more pains to write, becaufc 
I 1 rcfufed to difpute, in confederation of my debility 
I thereunto : that all men may know, how that 1 have fo 
I done not without great pains, having not any man to 
j help me, asl have never before been debarred to have. 

■ 1 would as fain obey my fovereign as any in this 
realm : but in thefe things I can never do it with an 
upright confcicnce. 

God be merciful unto us. Amen. 

The prolocutor, on receiving this paper, thus ad- 
drcfled bifhop Latimer, artfully leading him by a train 
of familiar queftions into an argument : 

Wrft'on: Then refufe you to difpute ? Will you here 
then fubferibe? 

Latimer. No, good maftcr, I pray be good to an old 
man. You may, if •ir.plcafe God, be once old, as I am: 
you may come to this age, and to this debility. 

li'ejhn. You faid upon Saturday laft, that you could 
not find the null's, nor the marrow bones thereof, in 
your book : but we will find a mafs in that book. 

Uilimer. No, good Mr. Doctor, you cannot, 

H'ejlon. What find you then there? 

Latimer-. A communion. 

Wejlon. Which communion, the firft or the laft? 

Latimer. 1 find no great diverlity in them j they are 
one fupper of the Lord: but 1 like the laft very well. 

IVejton. The firft you do not approve of? 

Latimer. I do not well remember wherein they 
differ. 

' // ejloa. Then cake bread, and loaf bread, are all one ? 

You 
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You call it the fupper of the Lord ; but you are deceiv- 
ed in that ; for they had done the flipper before, and 
therefore the fcripturc faith, " Afrer they had fupped:" 
St. Paul findeth fault with rhe Corinthians, that fdme 
of them were drunken at this flipper; and you know, 
no man con be drunken at your communion. 

Latimer. The firft was called [Ciena juclaicii] " The 
Jewifh fupper," when they did eat the pafchal lamb 
together ; the other was called [Cajna Dominica] " The 
Lord's Supper." 

IVeJlon. That is falfe ; for Chryfofiorh denieth that. 
St. Ambrofe on the x. chap, ol the i Cor. faith, " The 
myftery of the facrament, given as they were at fupper, 
is not the fuppcr of the Lord." Alfo Gregory Nazian- 
zene faith the fame. And that firft fupper was called 
Aagapcc: can you tell what that is? 

Latimer. I underftand not Greek: yet I think it 
mcaneth charity. 

IVeJlon. Mr. Opponent, begin. 

Sniilh. Becaufe ! perceive that this charge is laid up- 
on my neck to difpute with you; to the end that the 
iame may go forward after a right manner and order, I 
will propofe three quellions, fo as they are put forth un- 
to me. And firft 1 afk this queftion of you, although 
the fame indeed ought not to be called in question ; but 
fuch is the condition of the church, that it is always 
vexed of the wicked. 1 aik, I fay, whether Chrift's 
body be really in the facrament? 

Latimer. \ truft I have obtained of Mr. Prolocutor, 
that no man (hall exact that thing of me which is not in 
me. And 1 am forry that this worftitpful audience fhould 
be deceived of their expectation for my. fake. 1 have 
given up my mind in writing to Mr. Prolocutor. 

Smith. Whatfocvcr you have given up, it (hall be re- 
gillered among the acls. 

Latimer. Difputation requireth a good memory ; my 
memory is gone, and marvelloufly weakened, and never 
the better, 1 think, for the prifon. 

IVeJlon. How long have you been of this opinion ? 
Latimer. Jt is not long, fir, that I have been of this 
opinion. 

Weflon. The time hath been when you faid mafs full 
devoutly. 

Latimn: Yes, 1 crave God's mercy heartily for it. 

Weflon. Where learned you this new fanglencfs ? 

Latimer. I have long fought for the truth in this mat- 
ter of the facrament, and have not been of this mind 
more than feven years : and my lord of Canterbury's 
book hath efpecially confirmed my judgment herein. If 
I could remember all therein contained, I would not 
fear to anfwer any man in this matter. 

Trejham. There are in that book fix hundred cr- 

Weflon. You were once a Lutheran. 

Latimer. No, I was a Papift : for J never could per- 
ceive how Luther could defend his opinion without 
tranfubfiantiatiori. The Tygurines once did write a 
book againft Luther, and I often defired God, that he 
might live fo long to anfwer them. 

Weflon. Luther in his book, " Of private mafs," fays, 
" That the devil reafoned with him, and perfuaded him, 
that the mafs was not good," fol. i 4 . So that Luther 
faid mafs, and the devil difiuaded him from it. 

Latimer. I do not take in hand to defend Luther's 
fayingsor doings. If he were here, he would defend 
himfelf well enough. I told you before that I am not 
meet for difputations. 1 pray you, read mine an- 
fwer, w herein 1 have declared my faith. 

Weflon. Do you believe this, as you have written ? 

Latimer. Yes. 

Weflon. Then have you no faith. 

Latimer. 1'hen would I be forry, fir. 

Trejham. It is written, " Except you (hall eat the 
flefh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye fhall 
have no life in you." Which when the Capernaitcs, and 
many of Chrid's difciples heard, they faid, " This is a 
hard fay ing,'* &c. Now that the truth may the better 
appear, here I afk of you. Whether Chrifi, fpeaking 
thefe words, did mean of his fleih to be eaten with 
the mouth, or of the fpiritual eating of the fame? 



Latimer. 1 anfwer (as Auguftine underfiandeth) that 
Chrift meant of the fpiritual eating of his flclh. 

Trejham. Of what flefh meant Chrift, his true flefh, 

Latimer. Of his true flefh, ipiritually to be eaten in 
the fupper by faith, and not corporally. 

Trejham. Of that fleih meant the Capernaitcs ? 

Lalituer. Of his triie fleih alfo ; but to be eaten with 
the mouth. 

Trejham. They, as you confefs, did mean his true 
flefh to be eaten with the mouth. And Chrift alfo (as' 
1 ihall prove) did fpeak of the receiving of his flefh 
with the mouth. 

Therefore, They both did undcrflarid it of the eating 
of one thing, which is done by the mouth of the body. 

Latimer. 1 fay, Chrift meant not of the bodily 
mouth ; but of the mouth of the fpirit, mind, and heart. 

Trejhatn. I prove the contrary, that Chrift under- 
ftandeth it of the eating with the bodily mouth. For' 
whereas cuftoni is a good interpreter of things, and 
whereaS the acts put in practice by Chrift, do certainly' 
declare thofe things which he firft fpake ; Chrift's deeds 
in hit fupper, where he gave his body to be taken with 
the mouth, together with the cuftom which hath been 
ever fince that time of that eating which is done with 
the mouth, doth evidently intimate that Chrift did lih- 
derftand his words, here cited by mej out of the vi. of 
John, of the eating with the mouth. 

Latimer. He gave not his body to be received with 
the mouth, but he gave the facrament of his body td 
be received with the mouth ; he gave the facrament to 
the mouth, his body to the mind. 

W/lon. Auguftine in his Enchiridon, faith, '" Wc 
muft not deny that the fouls of the dead are relfevcd by 
the devotion of their friends w hich are living, when the 
facrifice of the Mediator is offered for them." Where 
he proveth the verity of Chrift's body and praying 
for the dead. And it is faid, that the fame Auguftine 
faid mafs for his mother. 

Latimer. But that mafs was not like your's, which thing 
doth manifeflly appear in his writings, which are againft 
it m every place. And Auguftine is a feafbnable man, 
he requireth to be believed no further than he bringeth 
fcripture for his proof, and agrecth with God's word. 

Weflon. Well, Mr. Latimer, this is our intent, to with' 
you well, and to exhort you to come to yourfelf, and 
remember, that without Noah's ark, there is no' health; 
Remember what they have been, that were the beginners 
of your dodtrine; none but a few flying apo'ftates, run- ' 
ning out of Germany for fear of the faggot. Remember 
what they have been which have fet forth the fame in 
this realm : a fort of fling-brains and light heads, which 
were never conftant in any one thing, as it was to be 
feen in the turning of the table, where like a fort of apes 
they could not tell which way to turn their tails, looking 
one day weft, and another day eaft ; one that way, and 
another this way. They will be like (they fay) to the 
apoftles, they will have no churches ; a hovel is good 
enough for them. They come to rhe communion with 
no reverence. They get them a tankard, and one faith, 
1 drink, and I am thankful ; the more more joy of thee 

fal w an ° lher * And in them was " nue that H 'i ar y faith', 
" We make every year and every month a faith." A 
runagate Scot did take away the adoration or worftiip- 
ping of Chrift in the facrament, by whofe procurement 
that herefy was put into the laft communion-book ; fo 
much prevailed that one man's authority at that time. 
You never agreed with the Tygurines, or Germans, or 
with the church, or with yourfelf. Your ftubbornnefs 
comcth of a vain glory, which is to no purpofe : for it 
will do you no good w hen a faggot is in your beard. And 
we fee all, by your own confeffions, how little caufe you 
have to be flubborn, for your learning is in feoflers 
hold. The queen's grace is merciful, if you will turn. 

Latimer. You fhall have no hope in mc to turn. I 
pray for the queen daily, even from rhe bottom of my 
heart, that fhe may turn from this religion. 

Weflon. Here you all fee the weaknefs of herefy 
againft the truth: he denieth all truth, and all the old 
fathers^ 

P Tnus 
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Thus we have given a full account of thbfe.difputa- 
'°ns, that were maintained againit three worthy con- 
feflbrs and martyrs of the Lord, wherein may be feen 
the diforderly iifage of the university men; their unrpan- 
nerly deportment in the divinity fchool, the tumult of a 
rude multitude J the paffibh, ficrcenefs, and interruption 
of the grave doctors, the full ground of the reafonings, 
the cenfure of the partial judges, the foul language, and 
indecent railing of the prolocutor, with his vain blaft of 
triumph at the conclusion of each debate, by which he 
Shewed himfelf both actor, moderator, and judge. Wc 
need not wonder then that this victorious conqueror, 
having the law in his own hands, Should fay of himfelf, 
Fecit Veritas, though he faid not one true word, nor 
ever made a true conclufion, almoft throughout the 
feveral disputations. 

The day after thefe were clofed being the 19th of 
April, it happened that Mr. Harpsfield was called upon, 
to difpute for his form, to be made a doctor of divinity ; 
on which occafion Dr. Cranmer was again brought forth, 
' and permitted, among the reft, to deliver an argument 
or two in defence of his caufe, as the Sequel will Ihew. 

A DISPUTATION with Mr. HARPSFiELD, Bat- 
c hi: lor. of Divinity zvben anfvoeringfor his Form to 
' be made Doctor. 

Harpsjleld. T Am not ignorant what a weighty matter it 
JL is to intreat of the whole order and trade 
of the fcripture.s : and moft hard it is too, in the great 
contention of religion, to Shew the ready way whereby 
tlie fcriptures may beft be underftood ; for the often rea- 
ding of them doth not bring the true understanding of 1 
them. What other thing is there then ? Verily this is the J 
ready way, riot to follow our own heads and fenfes, but j 
to give over our judgment unto the holy catholic church, i 
who hath had of old years the truth, and always delivered 
the fame to her potterity : but if the often reading of 
fcriptures, and evcrfo painful comparing of places, mould . 
bring the true understanding, then divers heretics might 
prevail even againft whole. general councils. The Jews 
did greatly brag of their knowledge of the law, and of the 
Saviour that they waited for. Bui what availed it them? 
Notwithstanding, 1 know right well, that divers places 
of the fcripture do much warn us of the often reading of 
the' fame, and what fruit doth thereby follow ; as " Search 
the fcriptures, for they do bear witnefs of me," &c. 
" The law of the Lord is pure, able to turn fouls." 
And that laying of St Paul, " All fcripture in.fpired 
from above doth ' make that a man may be instructed 
to all good works." Howbeit, doth the law of the Jews 
convert their fouls? Are they by reading inftructed to 
every good work ? The letter of the Old Teftament is 
the fame that wc have. 

The heretics alfo have ever had the fame fcriptures, 
which we have that be catholics. But they are ferved 
as Tantalus that the poets fpeak of, who, in the plenty 
of things to eat and drink, is faid to be opprcflcd with 
hunger and thirft. The fwifter that men do feek the 
fcriptures without the catholic church, the deeper they 
fall, and find hell for their labour. St. Cyprian, never 
fwerving from the catholic church, faith, " He that 
doth not acknowledge the church to be his mother, 
Shall not have God to his father." Therefore it is true 
divinity to be wife with the church, where Chrift faith, 
" Unlefs ye eat my fleSh, and drink my blood, ye have 
no life in you." 

If he had meant of only eating bread and drinking 
wine, nothing had been more pleaiant to the Capernaites, 
neither would they have forfaken him. The flefh pro- 
flteth nothing to them that do take it. For the Ca- 
pernaites did imagine Chrift to be given in fuch fort as 
he lived. But Chrift fpake high things ; not that they 
Should have him as flefh in the market, but to confider 
his prefence with the Spirit, under the forms whereby it 
is given. As there is an alteration of bodies by courfes 
and times of ages; fo there is no lefs variety in eating 
of bodies. 

Thefe things which I have recited briefly, Mr. Harpf- 
fleld did fet out with many more words ; and hereupon 
Dr. Wcfton disputed againft him. 



■ Weflofi. Ch.rift's real body is not in the facrament. 
Therefore, You are deceived. 

Harpsfidd. I deny the antecedent. 

iVefton. Jotm xvi. " I fpeak the truth unto you : it 
bchoveth mc that 1 go away from you. For unlefs I . 
do depart, the comforter cannot come," &c. 
. I will make this argument. 

(1) Chrift is fo gone away, as he did fend the Holy 
Ghoft. 

(2) But the Holy Ghoft did verily come into the 
world. 

(3) Therefore, Chrift is verily gone. 

Harpsfield. lie is verily gone, and yet remaineth here. 
' IVeflon. St. AuguStine faith that thefe words, " I will 
be with you even to the end of the world," are ac- 
complished, \_fecundum viajejlatenf] " according to his 
majefty:" but \Jecundum prafentinm carnis pan efl bic] 
" By the prefence of his fielh he is not here." The 
church hath him not in fleSh, but by belief. 

Harpsfield. We muft diligently weigh that there are 
two natures in Chrift the divine nature, and human na- 
ture. The divine nature is of fuch fort that it cannot 
chufe but be in all places. The human nature isnot fuch 
that of rorce it muft be in all places; although it be in 
divers after a divers manner. So where the doctors do 
intreat of his prefence by majefty, they do commend the 
majeSty of the divine nature, not to hinder us „of the 
natural prefence here in the facrament. 

IVefton. lie faith further, " Ye Shall not have me al- 
ways w ith you," is to be understood in the fleSh. 

Harpsfield. The prefence of the flefli is to be con- 
sidered, that he is not here as he wa^ wont to live in ■ 
conversation with them, to be feen, talked withal, or in 
fuch fort as man may give him any thing : after that 
fort he is not prefent. 

IVeflon. But what fay you to this of Auguftine, " lie 
is not here?" 

Harpsfield. 1 do anfwer out of St. Auguftine upon 
John, Tractat. 2<, upon thefe words, " 1 go to the Fa- 
ther, ye Shall not fee me!" that is, " fuch. as I am now." 
Therefore I do deny the manner of his prefence. 

IVef.on. 1 will overthrow St. Auguftine with St. Au- 
guftine, who faith this alfo, " How may a man hold 
Chrift? fend thy faith, and thou holdeft him." 

So he Shewcth,' that by fending our faith, we do hold 
Chrift. 

Harpsfield. Indeed no man holdeth Chrift, unlefs he 
believe in him ; but it is another thing to have Chrift 
merciful and favourable unto us, and to have him pre- 
sent in the Sacrament. 

There St. Auguftine fpeaketh of holding him by 
faith, as he is favourable unto us. 

Wefton. Nay, he fpeaketh there how the fathers had 
him in the fleSh, and teacheth that we have him not fo 
inthefleSh, as they had him long time, faying, "Your 
fathers did hold Chrift prefent in the flefh : do you hold 
him in your heart ?" What words can be more plain? 
Further he faith, " 1 fe is gone and is not here : he hath 
left us, and yet hath not forfaken us. lie is here 'in 
majefty, and gone touching the fleSh." 

'Harpsfield. 1 doundcrftand Auguftine thus, that Chrift 
is here in his flefh to them that receive him worthily : to 
fuch as do not worthily receive him, to them he is not 
prefent in the rkfh. 1 judge, St. Auguftine meaneth 
fo. We have him, and have him not. We have him 
in receiving him worthily, otherwise not. 

Wefton. I will proftcute another argument. Cyril 
doth fay, " By the majefty of his divinity he is ever here, 
but the prefence of his flefh hath he taken away." 

Harpsfield. The fenfe of Cyril is thus tube underftood. 
The moft true flefh of Chrift is at the right hand of the 
Father. Thus the fathers taught, and fo they believed. 
Thus faid Cyril; thus faid Auguftine: and bccaufe.this 
is the foundation of our faith, they did oftentimes 
teach it. Therefore, when they prove this, (the body 
to be in heaven) they do not make againft the prefence 
in the facrament. 

So unlefs ye can plainly Shew, that the fathers do^dU 
rectly fay he is not in the facrament, you mak.e-. nothing 
■ a<rainft me : for I have Shewed why the fathers lb Spike, 
i ° . They 
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They did teach the great difference between the divine j 
nature, arid the human nature, as I have before faid. I 

Wejlon. "Twill then prove, that he is not in the fa- 
crament. Vigilius againft the heretic Eutichcs, upon 
thefe words, " Ye fhaU not have me always with you," ■ 
faith, "The Ton of God, as touching his humanity, 
re gone from us ; by his divinity he remaineth with 
us." And the fame Vigilius, in his fourth book, 
faith, " He that is in heaveii, is not on earth ;" , 
fpeaking of Chrift. 

Harpsfield. I will ihew you the reafon of thefe words, 
The heretic Eutiches did beleive that the divine na- 
ture of Chrift was fattened on the crofs, and be- 
lieved that Chrift had no natural body. To this Vi- 
gilius faid, That the human nature was taken up and 
afcended, whieh could not fo have done, unlefs he 
had a body. This he faid hot, to take away the pre- 
fence in the facrameot. 

For what had he to refer this fentence to the facra- 
ment,? He never did fo much as dream of the fa- 
crament. 

Wejlon. Cyril faith, " Although he be abfent from 
us in body, yet are we governed by his Spirit." 

Harpsfield. By thefe words he gave us a cheerful- 
nefs to afpire upwards, feeking from thence our help. 
For as touching his converfation, he is not fo in the 
facrament as one meet to be lived withal. But let 
him not teach us, that he is not there to feed us : 
for after that fort he is there. 

Wejlon. You have fatisfied the with your anfwcrs, 
in doing the fame learnedly, and cathoiicly. But 
now to another argument 

( 1 ) Chrift is now fo abfent frorti the earth, by his 
body, as he was abfent from heaven when he lived 
here. 

(2) But when he did live bodily oh earthj the 
fame natural body was out of heaven. 

(3) Therefore how whilft this natural body is in 
heaven, it is not on the earth. 

Harpsfield. 1 deny the major. 

Wejlon. Thefe are Fulgentius's words, touching 
his human fubftance : " He was abfent from heaven; 
when he defcended from heaven j and touching the 
fame fubftance, now he is in heaven, he is not on 
the earth : but concerning the divine nature, he never 
forfook either heaven or earth. 

Hereupon, not waiting Harpsfield's anfwer, he 
offered Mr. Cranmer to difpute 3 who began in the 
following manner. 

Cranmer. I have heard you right learnedly and elo- 
quently treat of the dignity of the fcripture, which 
1 do both commend, and wonder rhereat. But Whereas 
you refer the true fenfe and judgment of the fcriptures 
to the catholic church, you are herein much deceived; 
efpecially, ft nee, under the name of the church, you 
appoint fuch judges as have judged corruptly, and 
contrary to the true fenfe of fcripture. 1 wonder, 
likewife, why you attribute fo little to the diligent 
reading of the fcriptures, and comparing of pafiages, 
feeing the fcriptures do fo much commend the fame, 
in divers places, as alfo in thofe which you yourfelf 
have already alledged. And as touching your opinion 
of thefe queftions, . it feemeth to me neither to have 
any ground of the word of God, nor of the primi- 
tive church. My firft queftion is : " How Chrift's 
body is in the facrament, according to your mind 
or drtcnv.ination?" 

A dodlor anjwered. He is there as touching his fub- 
ftance, but not after the manner of his fubftance. 

Harpsfield. He is there in fuch fort of manner, -as 
he may be eaten. 

Cranmer. My next qucftion is, "Whether he hath 
his- quantity and qualities, form, figure, and fuch like 
properties ? 

Harpsfield. Are thefe your queftions ? I may like- 
wife alk you, " When Chrift paffed through the vir- 
gin's- womb, An ruperit necne ?" 

Various opinions took place upon thefe queftions. 
A buzzing was heard among 'the doctors, who knew 



not what to anfwer. Some thought one way; fomc 
another ;' nor could' thefe learned doctors agree on; 
this matter. 

Wejlon. Tertulliah doth call the facrament the figri 
and figure of the Lord. St. Auguftine to Dardanus;r . 
faith, "The Lord did not ftick to fay, This is my 
body, when he gave a fign of his body." 

Befides this, he givcth rules how to underftand the 
fcriptures, faying, It the fcriptures feem to command 
fomc heinous thing, then it is figurative, as by exam- 
ple, "To eat the flefh, and drink the blood, is a 
tropical fpeech." 

, .Harpsfield. Tertutlian did write in that place againft; 
Marcion an heretic, who denied Chrift to have a true 
body, and faid, he had only a fantaftical body. He 
went about to fhew that we had Chrift both in hea- 
ven and on earth ; and though we have the true body 
in the facrament, yet he would not • go about fo to 
confound him, as to fay, that Chrift was truly in 
the facrament; fot that heretic would have thereat 
rather marvelled, than believed it. Therefore he 
fhewed him, that it was the figure of Chrift; and a 
figure cannot be but of a thing that is, or hath 
been extant. 

To the text of Auguftine, the church hath never 
taught the contrary. There is an outward thing in 
the facrament, which fometimes hath fundry nattiest. 
For ir may be called a figure in this declaration; 
That body which is in the facrament, is a figure of 
Chrift dwelling in heaven. 

To the third, That which is. wrote by Auguftine, 
for example, about the understanding of fcriptures, 
is thus to be underftobd, as tending to a general 
manner of eating; fo, To eat the flefh, and drink 
the blood, may be a figurative fpeech to exclude 
Antbropophagiam, that is, " The eating of man's flefh. " 
The which is, when we eat man's flefh, cut in mor- 
fcls, as we eat common meat ; fo as we neither harei 
nor eat Chrift in the facramerit. 

Wejlon. I underftand your fhort and learned anfwerj . 
which doth fufficiently fatisfy me. But now to the 
feebnd queftion, which is of tranfubftantiation. 

The fcripture calleth it bread. 

Therefore, it is bread. 

Harpsfield. In the name of bread, all is fignified 
which we do eat. 

Wejlon. Theodoret, an ancient writer, in his firft 
dialogue fays, " That Chrift changed ndt the nature* 
but called it his body; 

Harpsfield. He doth there fpeak of a fymbol, which 
is the outward form of the facrament. He meaneth, 
that doth tarry its own nature; 

Wefion. Theodoret alfo, in his fecond dialogue of 
thofe kinds of bread and wine, faith; " They go not 
out of their own nature, but they tarry in their owrt 
fubftance." 

Harpsfield. They are understood to be of the fame 
fubftance into which they are turned. 

Wejlon. But what fay you td this ? " They remain 
in their former fubftance." 

Harpsfield. Symbola manent; that is, " The outward 
figns do tarty." 

Wejlon. But what is meant here by this word, (a 
fymbol?) 

Harpsfield. The outward form or fhape only of the 
nature. 

Wejlon. Then you cannot call them a fubftance. 

Harpsfield. Yes, fir, every thing has a certain fub- 
ftance in its kind; 

Wejlon. That is true, but accidents are not fub- 
ftances in their kind. 

Harpsfield. They are fomething in their kind. 

Wejlon. Chryfoftom to Caefarius the monk faith, 
" Like as before it is confecrated, it is bread ; fo 
after it is confecrated, it is delivered from the name 
of bread, and is endued with the name of the Lord's 
body; whereas the nature doth remain." 

Harpsfield. Where read you this place, I pray you. 

Wejlon. Here in Peter Martyr I find it. 
Q_ Harpsfield- 
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Harpsfield. The author Ihall be of more credit 
before I make Co much of him as to frame an anfwer 

U "^i. Indeed I know not well where he findeth 
it. But Gelafius faith, That the nature of bread and 
wine do tarry ? . _ ' 

Harpsfield. What is that Gelafius ? 
Weflon. A bifhop of Rome. 
Harpsfield. Then he allowed the mate. 
Wefton. Yes, and oftentimes faid it ; and purgatory 
he alfo allowed, and prayer for the dead, reheks, and 
invocation to the faints. • 

Harpsfield. Then he meant nothing againft tranfub- 
ftantiation. . . . _ • ^ . . . . , 

Wefton. It doth appear fo indeed. But Origin faith, 
« That the material bread doth tarry, and is con- 
veyed into the.privy, and is eaten of worms." 

Harpsfield. Tufh, tufh, this place appertaineth unto 
holy bread. , 
Wefton. What, doth it appertain to holy bread ? 
Harpsfield. Yes, unto holy bread. 
Wefton By what means can you fhew how this 
miraculous workbringeth Chrift into the facrament? 

Harpsfield. By the fcriptures I prove it, which fay, 
« this is my body." 

Wefion..\t doth rejoice us all not a little, that you 
have fo well maintained the found dodtrine of the 
facrament of the altar, wherein you have faithfully 
cieaved to the catholic church, as an only ftay of 
our religion. . 
. When the difputation of Mr. Latimer was ended, 
on the Friday following, April aoth, the commiffio- 
hers fat in St. Mary's church, as they did the,Saturday 
before and Dr. Wefton ufed particular diffuafions 
with every one of them, and would not fuffer them 
to anfwer in any wife, but diredtly and peremptorily, 
as his words were, to fay whether they would fub- 
fcribe or no. And fir ft to Dr. Cranmer he faid, He 
was overcome in dictations. To whom the bifhop 
anfwered, That whereas Dr. Wefton faid, he hath an- 
fwered and oppofed, and could neither maintain his 
own errors, nor overturn the truth; all that he laid 
was falfe; for he was not fuffered to oppofe as he 
would, nor oould anfwer as he was required, unlefs 
he would have brawled with them, fo thick their rea- 
fons came one after another, four or five frequently 
interrupting him, that he could not fpeak. Mr 
Ridley and Mr. Latimer were afked what they would 
do: they replied, that they would ftand to what they 
had faid. Then they were all called together, and 
fentence read over them, that they were no members 
of the church ; and therefore, they, their favourers 
and patrons, were condemned as heretics. And 
in reading of it, they were afked, Whether they 
would turn or no? But they bade them read' on in 
the name of God, for they were not minded to turn. 
So they were all three condemned. . 

After which fentence of condemnation being 
awarded againft them, they anfwered again, each in 
his turn, in manner and effecT: of words as follow ; 
the archbifhop fpeaking firft : 

Bi/bop Cranmer. « From this your judgment and 
fentence I appeal to the juft judgment of God Al- 
mighty , trufting to be prefent with him in heaven, 
for whofe prefence in the altar I am thus condemned. 

Bijhov Ridley." Although I be not of your company, 
.yet doubt I not but my name is 1 written iin another 
place whither this fentence will fend us fooner, than 
we mould by the courfe of nature have come." 

Bijhov Latimer."], thank God moft heartily, that 
he hath prolonged my life to this end, that I may in 
this cafe glorify God by that kind of death." 

Dr. Wefton' s anfwer unto Latimer. " If you go to 
heaven in this faith, then I will never come thither, 
as I am thus perfuaded." ... r . , 

On the enfuing Saturday they had a mafs, with a 
eeneral proceffion and great folemnity. Dr. Cran- 
jLr was caufed to behold the proeeffion out of Bo- 



wer alfo being brought to fee it from the bailiff's 
houfe', thought that he ftiould have gone to burning, 
and fpake to one Auguftine, a catchpole, to. make a 
quick fire: but. when he came to Carfox, (Oxford 
market-place, where. Cour ways meet) he ran as fall 
as his old bones would carry him, to one Spencer's 
{hop, and would not look towards it. 

On the fucceeding Monday, April 23, Dr. Wefton 
took his journey up to London, with the letters cer- 
tificatory from the univerfity to the queen, by whom 
the archbifhop (Dr. Cranmer) directed his letters fup- 
plicatory unto, the council ; which letters, after the' 
prolocutor had received, and had carried them well 
near half-way to London) by the way he opened 
the fame, and feeing the contents thereof, fent them 
back again, refufing to carry them. Likewife bifhop 
Ridley, hearing of the prolocutor's going to Lon- 
don, wrote to him his letters, wherein he deiired rrim 
to carry his anfwers up to certain bilhops in London: 
the form of which letters, firft of Dr. Ridley, then 
of the Archbifhop, and laftly, another letter of Dr. 
Ridley to the Archbifhop, followeth here in order : 

Bishop RIDLEY'S Letter to Dr. WESTON^ 

MR. Prolocutor, I defire you, and in God's name 
require you, that you truly bring forth and 
fhew all mine anfwers, written and fubferibed with 
mine own hand, unto the higher houfe of the con- 
vocation, and especially to my lord chancellor, my 
lords of Durham, Ely, Worcefter, Norwich, and 
Chichefter; and alfo to fhew and exhibit this my 
writing unto them, which in thefe few lines here I 
write unto you : and that I did make this requeft unto 
you by this my writing, know you, that 1 did take 
witnefs of them by whom 1 fend you this writing, 
and alfo of thofe which were then with them prefent. 
viz. the two bailiffs of Oxford, and of Mr. lrifh al- 
derman, then there called to be a witnefs. 

By me Nicholas . Ridley. 
.April 13, 1554. 

Dr. CRANMER's Letter to the Council, which 
Dr WESTON refuted to deliver. 



|N right humble wife fheweth 1 
1 able J — 



ruer was caufed 
cardo, Dr. Ridley out of the 



leriff's houfe. Lati- 



your honour- 

_ _._ lordfhips, Thomas Cranmer, late archbifhop 
of Canterbury, befeeching the fame to be a means 
for me unto the queen's highnefs for her mercy and 
pardon. Some of you know by what means I was 
brought and trained unto the ivill of our late fove- 
reign lord king Edward the fixth, and what I fpake 
againft the fame", wherein 1 refer me to the reports of 
your honours and worfhips. Furthermore, this is to 
fignify unto your lordfhips, that upon Monday, 
Tuefday, and Wcdnefday Iaft paft, were open dis- 
putations here in Oxford againft me, Mr. Ridley, and 
Mr. Latimer, in three matters concerning the facra- 
ment : Firft, of the real pretence. Secondly, of 
tranfubftantiation. And thirdly, of the facrifice of 
the mafs. Upon Monday againft me ; upon Tuefday 
againft Dr. Ridley ; and upon Wednefday againft 
Mr. Latimer. How the other two were ordered I 
know not, for we were feparated, fo that none of 
us knoweth what the other faid, nor how they were 
ordered. But as concerning myfelf, I can report : 
Dr. Chedfey was appointed to difpute againft me ; 
but the difputation was fo cpnfufed that I never knew 
the like, every man bringing forth what he liked without 
order : and fuch hafte was made, that no anfwer could 
be fuffered to be taken fully, to any argument before 
another brought a new argument. And in fuch 
weighty matters the difputation muft needs be ended 
in one day, which can fcantly be ended in three 
months. And when we had anfwered them, they 
would not appoint us one day to bring forth our proofs, 
that they might anfwer us, being required by me there- 
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unto, whereas I myfelf have more to fay, than can be 
well difeufTed, as I fuppofe, in twenty days. The 
means to refolve the truth, had been to have fuffer'ed us 
to anfwer fully to all that they could lay, and then they 
again to anfwer us fully to all that we can fay. But why 
they would not anfwer us, what other caufe can there be, 
but that either they feared their matter, that, they were 
not able to anfwer us,' or elfe for.fome confederation they 
made flub haffe, not to feek the truth, but to condemn 
iis, that it nmft be done in poft-hafte before the matters 



could be thoroughly heard : for in hafte we were all three 
condemned of herefy. ' Thus much I thought good to 
fignify unto your lordfhips, that you may know the in- 
different handling of matters, leaving . the judgment 
thereof unto your wifdoms; And I befeech your lord- 
fhips to remember me, a poor prifoner, unto the queen's 
majefty, and I fhall pray, as 1 do daily unto God, for 
the long prefervation of your good lordfhips in all god- 
iinefs and felicity. April 23. 



C H A P. 



V. 



ifadtions in this tumultuous time of Queen Mary. 

fhall return again to the month of July, 



PROCEEDINGS of the PAPISTS againft the PROTESTANTS. — The MARRIAGE of QUEEN MARY with, 
the EMPEROR'S SON, PHILIP, Prince of Spain. — Events that followed the Solemnization of the Marriage. 

Auguft 16, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Beacon, and Mr; 
Vernon, were committed to the Tower: with whom alfo 
Mr. Samfon fhould have been committed, and was 
fought for the fame time, at Mr. Elfing's houfe in Fleet- 
ftreet, where Mr. Bradford was taken: and .becaufe he 
was not found, the bilhop of Wincheftcr was greatly 
difpleafed with the meffenger. 

Auguft 1 8, the duke of Northumberland, the marquis 
of Northampton, and the earl of Warwick, were arraign- 
ed at Weifminitcr, and condemned the fame day, "the 
duke of Norfolk that day being the high judge. 

Auguft 19, fir Andrew Dudley, fir John Gates, fir 
Henry Gates, and fir Thomas Palmer, were arraigned 
at Weftminfter, and condemned the fame day, the lord 
marquis of Winchclter being high judge. 

Auguft '11, the duke of Northumberland, the mar- 
quis of Northampton, fir Andrew Dudley, fir John 
Gates, and fir Thomas Palmer, heard mafs within the 
Tower, and after mafs they all five received the facra- 
n one kind only, as in the popifh time was ufed. 
On which day alfo queen Mary fet forth a proclamation, 
fignifying to the people, that lhe could not rude any 
longer the religion which (he from her infancy had pre- 
ferred, &c. prohibiting, in the faid proclamation, print- 
ing and preaching. 

Auguft 22, the duke of Northumberland, fir John 
Gates, and fir Thomas Palmer, were beheaded at Tower- 
hill. The fame day certain lioble perfonages heard mafs 
within the Tower, and likewife after mafs received the 
facramcnt in one kind. 

Augu/l 27, Dr. Chedfey preached at Paul's Crofs, and 
the fame day the archbifhop of Canterbury, fir Thomas 
Smith, and the dean of St. Paul's, were cited to appear 
the week following before the queen's commiffioners, in 
the bifhop's confiflory within St. Paul's. 

September 7, lord Monracute, chief juftice, and lord 
chief baron were delivered out of the Tower. 

September 13, the reverend father, Hugh Latimer, 
bifhop of Worcefter, was committed to the Tower. 

September 14, the archbifhop of Canterbury, Mr. 
Cranmer, was committed to the Tower. 

pe$iember 28, the queen came to the Tower of Lon- 
don, and on the 30th fhe rode from the 'l ower through 
the city, where Were made many pageants to receive 
her, and fo fhe was triumphantly brought to Whitehall. 

O&oler 1, the queen's highnefs went from Whitehall 
to Weftminltcr-Abbcy, accompanied with mod part of 
the nobility of the realm, where fhe was crowned by 
Stephen Gardiner, bilhop of Winchcfter, and lord 
Chancellor of England. At the time of the coron ' 
Dr. Day, bifhop of Chichcfter, made a fermon t 
queen's majefty, and to the relt of the nobility. 

October 3, the vice chancellor of Cambridge did chal- 
lenge one Mr. Pierfon, lor that he miniftered ftill the 
communion in his own parifh, and did receive ftrangers 
of other parifhes to the fame, and would not fay mafs. 
Whereupon, within two days after, he was difcharged. 
from farther miniftring in his cure. 



HAVING, finifhed our account of the difputations 
between the Roman catholics and proteftant di- 
vines of the reformed religion, at Oxford, we (hall now 
profecute the hiftorical narration, refpecling 
tranfadtions in this tumultuous ~" 
Hi 

I 553, when the duke of Northumberland was brought 
to London, by the carl of Arundel, on St. James's day, 
July 25th ; and thefe are the names of thofe who were 
committed with the duke to the Tower: 

The Earl of Warwick, the earl of Huntington, lord 
Ambrofe, and lord Henry Dudley, lord Haftings, who 
was delivered again the fame night ; fir John Gates, fir 
Henry Gates, Andrew Dudley, fir Thomas Palmer, and 
Dr. Sands, chancellor of Cambridge. 

July 26, jhe lord marquis of Northampton, the bi- 
lhop of London, lord Robert Dudley, and fir Richard 
Corbet, were committed and fent to the Tower. 

July 27, the lord chief jufiicc of England, and the 
lord Mountacute, chief juii ice of the common pleas, 
.were committed to the Tower. 
' July 28, the duke of Suffolk and fir James Cheek 
were committed to the Tower. 

July 30, the, lord Ruflli was committed to the fheriff 
of London's cufiody. 

July 31, the earl of Rutland was committed to the 
Fleet ; and on the fame day the duke of Suffolk was de- 
livered out of the Tower again. 

Upon Thurfday, Augu/l 3, the queen entered info the 
city of London at Aldgate, and fo to the Tower, 
where fhe remained feven days, and then removed to 
Richmond. 

Auguft 4, Dr. Day was delivered out of the Fleet; 
and the day after, the lord Ferris was committed to the 
Tower, and Dr. Bonner delivered out of the Marfhalfca. 
The fame day at night Dr. Cocks was committed to the 
Marfhalfca, and one Mr. Edward Underhill to New- 
gate. Alfo the fame day Dr. Tonftal and Stephen Gar- 
diner were delivered out of the Tower, and Gardiner re- 
ceived into the queen's privy council, and made lord 
chancellor. 

Auguft 7, Henry Dudley, captain of the guard at 
Guines, who before had been fent to the French king 
by his coufin the duke of Northumberland, after the 
difpatch of his ambaflage with the French king, return- 
ed to Guines, and was this day brought to theTower. 

Auguft 7, Dirige in Latin was fung within the Tower 
by all the king's chapel, and the bifhop of Wincherter 
was chief minifter, the queen being prefehr, and moll 
of the council. 

Augift .8, the king's body was brought to Wcftmin- 
ftcr, and there buried ; where Dr. Day, bilhop of Chi- 
chcfter, preached. The fame day a mafs of Kequien 
was fung within theTower by the bifhop of Wincheftcr, 
« ho had on his mitre ; and did all things as in times paft 
was done; the queen being prefent. 

Upon Thurfday the duke of Norfolk came out of the 
Tower, with whom the duchefs of Somrrfet was alfo 
delivered. 



Upon 
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Upon the Wednefday following, the archbiftiop of 
York was committed to the Tower. 

OtJober 5, the queen rode to the parliament in her 
robes, and all the nobility with her; and when they were 
fct in the parliament-houfe, the biftiop of Winchefter 
made to them a folcmn oration, and fcrjeant Pollard 
was chofen fpcaker. The fame day the bifhops of Lin- 
coln, Hereford, and Weft-chefter, were difcharged from 
the parliament and convocation. 

Alfo Ollobcr to, the earl of Huntingdon was deli- 
vered out of the lower. 

Sunday Oilofor 15, Mr. Laurence Saunders preached 
at Alhallows in Bread-ftreet, in the morning j where he 
fully declared the abomination of the mafs, with divers 
other matters. But about noon of the fame day, he 
was fent for by the bifhop of London, and committed 
to the Marfhalfea. 

OHober 26, the vice-chancellor of Cambridge went 
to Clare hall, and in the prefence of Dr. Walker, dis- 
placed Dr. Madew, and placed Mr. Swyborne in the 
mafterfhip there, by virtue of the lord chancellor's let- 
ters, for that he was married. 

November 6, Mr. Pollard preached at St. Michael's, 
and in his fermon approved purgatory. 

November 28, the archdeacon's official vifited in 
Hinton, where he gave in charge to imprifon all fuch as 
did difturb the queen's proceedings, in hindering the 
Latin fervice, the fetting up of their altars, and faying 
of mafs, or any part thereof. 

December 15, there were two proclamations at Lon- 
don ; the one for repealing of certain acts made by 
king Edward, and for the fetting up of the mafs the 20th 
of December following. The other was, that no man 
fliouid interrupt any of thofe who would fay mafs. 

The parliament beginning about the 5th of October, 
continued till the 5th of December. In which parliament 
were diflbl ved, as well as all the ftatutes made of Pr<emu- 
nire in the reign of king Henry VIII. &c. as alfo other 
laws and ftatutes concerning religion And administration 
of facramcnts, decreed under king Edward VI. In 
which parliament was appointed, that on December 20, 
then next enfuing, the fame year 1553. the old form 
and manner of church-fcrvice, ufed in the laft year of 
king Henry, fhould again be reftored. 
. December 31, the lord marquis of Northampton w 
delivered out of the Tower. 

January ij, 1554, Dr. Crome was committed to t' 
Fleet: alfo the Sunday following, one Mr. Addington 
was committed to the Tower. The fame Sunday like- 
wife, the bi (hop of Winchefter declared openly in th< 
court, that the marriage between the queen's majefty 
and the king, of Spain was concluded ; and the day fol 
lowing, January 15, the mayor with the aldermen anc 
certain commons were at the' court, and there they wer 
commanded by the lord chancellor to prepare the city 
ready to receive the faid king of Spain. 

Saturday, January 20, the court of the firft-fruits 
and tenths was dilfolved. 

January 17, juftice Hales was committed to 
Marlhalfea ; and the fame day Mr. Rogers was com- 
mitted to Newgate. 

Thurfday night, January 25, the lord marqui 
Northampton was again committed to the Tower, and 
fir Edward Warner with him, who were brought tr ^~ 
Tower by the mayor. 

About the latter end of January, the duke of Suffolk, 
with his brethren, departed from his houfe at Shene, 
and went in.o Lcicefterfhire ; after whom the earl of 
Huntington was fent, to take him and bring him to 
London, who proclaimed the faid duke traitdr by the 
way as he rode. 

lclriiary 17, the duke of Suffolk was arraigned 
Wcftminner, and the fame day condemned to die by 
his peers; the earl of Arundel was chief judge. 

Monday 19th, lord Cobham's three fons, and foui 
other men, were arraigned at Weftminfter: of which 
fons the youngeft was condemned, whofe name 
Thomas; the other two-came not to the bar; and the 
©Cher four men were condemned. 

Tuefday 20th, lord John Gray was arraigned at Weft r 



minfter, and condemned the fame day, and other three 

en, whereof one was named Nailer. 

Wednefday 21ft, lord Thomas Gray, and fir James 
Croft, were brought through London to the Tower, 
with a number of horfemen. 

Thurfday 22d, fir Nicholas Throgmorton was com. 

itted to the Tower. 

Friday 23d, 1554, the duke of Suffolk was beheaded 
1 Tower-hill. His behaviour on the day of execution 
as remarkably devout. 

The fame day feveral prifoners had their pardon, and 
tme through the city with their halters about their 
:cks, in number about two hundred and forty. 
Saturday, February 24th, fir Willani Bentlow was 
committed as prifoner to the mafter of the horfe. This 
fir William was at this time one of lady Elizabeth's 
gentlemen. 

Sunday 25th, fir John Rogers was committed to the 
Tower. 

In thi<s week, all fuch priefts, within the diocefe of 
London, as were married, were divorced from their 
ings, and commanded to bring their wives within a 
fortnight, that they might be likewife divorced from 
' :m ; this the bifhop did of his own power. 
February 27th, certain gentlemen of Kent were fent 
:o that county to be executed, among whom we find 
___£ two Mantels, two Knevcts, and Bret. Mr. Rud- 
ftonealfo, with others, were condemned, and would have 
been executed, but they had their pardon. 

s to Mr. Mantel, fenior, it is to be noted, thar, 
when under the gallows, upon his being turned off, the 
rope broke. Upon which, they urged him to recant, 
and receive the facrament of the altar, promifing him 
the queen's pardon ; but this w orthy gentleman rejected 
infidious counfel, and chofe rather to die, than to 
by difhonouring God. 

was reported ot this Mr. Mantel, but falfely, that 
he had recanted; to clear himfelf from which afperlion, 
he wrote the following apology. 

March icih, 1554. 
PERCEIVING that already certain falfe reports are 
railed of me concerning my anfwer in the behalf of my 
belief, while I was prifoner in the Tower of London, 
and confidering how fore a matter it is to be an occafion 
of offence to any of thofe little ones that believe iri 
Chrift; I have thought it the duty of a chriftian man, 
as near as I can (with the truth), to take away this of- 
fence. It pleafed the queen's majefty to fend unto me 
Dr. Bourne, unto whom at the firft meeting I acknow- 
ledged my faith in all points to agree with the four 
creeds, that is, the common creed, the creed of Nicene, 
ghiicunque vult, and Te Dcum laudamus. 

Further, as concerning confeffion and penance, I de- 
clared that I could be content to fhew unto any learned 
minifter of Chrift's church any thing that troubled my 
confeience, and of fuch a man I would molt willingly 
hear abfolution pronounced. 

Touching the facrament of the altar (as he termed it) 
I faid, that I believe Chrift to be there prefent as the 
Holy Ghoft meant, when thefe words were written, 
" This is my body.'' 

Further, when this would not futisfy, I defircd him to 
confider, that I was a man condemned to die by law, 
and that it was more meet for me to feek a readinefs and 
preparation for death. And inafmuch as I diffented 
not from him in any article of the chriftian laith ne- 
ceffary to falvation, I defircd him for God's (like no 
more to trouble me with fuch matters, as which to be- 
lieve, is neither falvation; nor not to believe, damna- 
tion. He anfuered, that if I diffented but in the leaft 
matter from the catholic church, my foul was in great < 
danger ; therefore much more in this great matter, 
alledging this text, " He that offendeth in the leaft of 
thefe, is guilty of them all.v Yes, faid I, " it is true 
of thefe commandments of God." To this 1 delired him 
to confider it was not my matter, nor could 1 in thefe 
things hold difputation, nor minded fo to do; an.1 there- 
fore to take thefe few words for a full anfwer, that I not 
only 
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only in the matter of the facrament, but alfo in all other 
matters 'of religion, believe as the holy catholic church 
ofChrift (grounded upon the prophets and apoftles) 
believeth. Hut upon this word [Church] we agreed not; 
for I took exception at the antichriftian popiih church. 

Then fell we in talk of the mafs, wherein we agreed 
not ; for I, both for the occafion of the idolatry, land 
alfo the clear fubverfion of Chrift's inftitution, thqught 
it naught ; and he, on the contrary, upon certain confi- 
dcrations, fuppofed it good. I found fault that it was 
accounted a facrifice propitiatory for fin, and at certain 
other applications of it. But he faid that it was not a 
propitiatory facrifice for fin (for the death of Chrift only 
was the facrifice), and this but a commemoration of the 
fame. Then, if you think fo, (certain blafphemous 
collects left out) 1 could be content (were it not for of- 
fending my poor brethren that believe in Chrift, which 
know not fo much) to hear your mafs. See, faid he, 
how vain-glory toucheth you. Not fo, fir, I am not 
now, I thank God, in cafe to be vain-glorious. 

Then I found further fault with it, that it was not a 
communion. Yes, faith he, one prieft faying mafs 
here, and another there, and the third in another 
place, &c. is a communion. This agreeth not, faid 1, 
with thefe words of Paul, " Ye corrie not after a better 
manner, but after a worfe." Yes, and it is a commu- 
nion too, faid he, when they come together. Now 
draweth on the time, faid he, that 1 muft depart from 
you to the court, to fay mafs before the queen* and 
limit fignify unto her in what cafe! 1 find you, and 
methinks 1 rind you fore feduced. Then I faid, I pray 
you report the beft: for I truft you find me not obftU 
nate. What (hall I fay? are you content to hear mafs, 
and to receive the facrament of the mafs? I befcech you, 
faid I, fignify unto her majefty, that I am neither ob- 
iVinate nor Hubborn; for time and perfuafion may alter 
me, but as yet my conftience is fuch, that I can neither 
hear mafs, nor receive the facrament after that fort. 

To be ftiort, Dr. Bourne came often unto me, and 
I always faid unto him, that 1 was not minded, nor 
able to difpute in matters of religion: but 1 believed as 
the holy catholic church of Chrift, grounded upon the 
prophets and apoftles, doth believe: and namely in the 
matter of the facrament, as the holy fathers, St. Cyprian 
and St. Auguftine, do write, and believed ; and this 
anfwer and none other they had of me in effee"t; what 
words foever have been fprcad abroad of me, that I 
ftiould be conformable to all things, &c. The truth 
is, I never heard mafs, nor received the facrament du- 
ring the time of my imprifonment. 

Thus 1 have left behind me written with my own 
hand the effect of all the talk, efpecially of the worft 
that ever 1 granted unto, to the uttermoft I can re- 
member, as God knovveth. All the whole communi- 
cation 1 have not written, for it were both too long and 
too foclifh fo to do. Now I befeech the living God, 
which hath receiveth me to his mercy, and brought to 
pafs, that I die ftedfaft and undefiled in his truth, at 
utter defiance and deteliation of all papiftical and anti- 
chriftian doctrine; I befeech him, I fay, to keep and 
defend all his chofen, for his name's fake, from the ty- 
ranny of the bifhop of Rome, that antichrift, and from 
the afiaults of all his fatellites. God's indignation is 
known : he will try and prove who are his. Amend 
your lives. Deny not Chrift' before men, left he deny 
you before his heavenly Father. Fear not to lofe your 
lives for him ; for ye fhall find them again. God hold 
his merciful hand over this realm, and avert the plagues 
imminent from the fame. God fave the queen, and 
grant her knowledge in his truth. Amen. 

Written the 2d of March, ann. 1554, by me 
Walter Mantel, prifoner. 

Transactions in ihe Second Tear of Queen Mary's 
Reign. 

QATURDAY, March 3d, fir Gawen Carew and M. 

Gibbes, were brought through London to the 
\l ower with a company of horfemen. 

March 17th, every houlholder in London was com- 



manded to appear before the aldermen of their ward; 
and there were commanded, that they, their wives, and 
fervants, ftiould prepare themfelves for confeflion, and 
receive the facrament at Eafler, and that neither they* 
nor any of them, ihould depart out of the city until 
Eafter was paft. 

The Sunday following. March 18th, lady Elizabeth, 
the queen's lifter, was brought to the Tower. 

tJpon Eafter-eve, March 24th, the lord marquis of 
Northampton, the lord Cobham, and fir William Cob^ 
ham, were delivered out of the Tower. 

March 25, being Eafter-day, in the morning, at Stj 
Pancrafe in Cheap, the crucifix with the pyx [the VeiTel 
in which the hoft was kept] were taken out of thefepul- 
chre, before the prieft rdfe to the refurredlion : fo that 
when, after his accuftomed manner, he put his hand into- 
the fepulchre, and faid very devoutly, " He is rifen, 
he is not here," he found his words true, for he was hot 
there indeed. Whereupon being half difmayed, they 
confulted among themfelves, whom they thought to be 
the likeliefl to do this thing : in which confultation they 
remembered one Marftii whoa little before had been 
put from that parfonage, becaufe he was married, to 
whofe charge they laid it. But when they could not 
prove it, being brought before the mayor, they then 
burthened him to have kept company with his wife, 
fince tfeat they were by commandment divorced. Where- 
unto he anfwered, That he thought the queen had 
done him wrong, to take from him both his living and 
his wife: which words were then noted, and taken very 
grievotifly, and he and his wife were both committed 
to feparate compters, notwithflanding that he had been 
very lick. 

April 8, a cat was hanged upon a gallows, at the 
crofs, in Cheapfide, apparelled like a prieft ready to fay 
mafs, with a ftiaven crown : her two fore-feet were tied 
over her head, with a round paper like a wafer-cake put 
between them : whereon arofe great ill will againft the 
city of London. For the queen and the biftiops were 
very angry ; and the fame afternoon there was a procla- 
mation iflued, that whofoever could bring forth the party 
that did hang up the cat, ftiould have twenty nobles, 
which was afterwards inereafed to twenty marks, but 
none could, or would earn them. 

As to the firft occafion of fetting up this gallows iri 
Cheapfide, here is to be underftood, that after the bi- 
ftiop of Winchefter's fermon above-mentioned, - made 
before the queen, for the fpeedy execution of Wyat's 
foldiers, immediately upon the fame, February 13, there 
were feveral gibbets fct up in divers parts of the city j 
namely, two in Cheapfide, one at Leadenhall, one at 
Billingfgate, one at St. Magnus church, one in Smith- 
field, one in Fleet-ftreet, four in Southwark, one at 
Aldgate, one at Bifhopfgate, one at Aldgerfgate, one at 
Newgate, one at Ludgatc, one at St. James's-park cor- 
ner, one at Cripplegate : all which remained for thtf 
terror of others, from February 13, to June 4; and then 
at the coming in of king Philip they were taken down. 

April 11, fir Thomas Wyat was beheaded and quar- 
tered on Tower-hill, where he fpoke thefe words con- 
cerning the lady Elizabeth, and the carl of Devonlhire s 
•« Concerning, faid he, what I have faid of others inmjr 
examination, to charge any others as partakers of my 
doings, I accufe neither my lady Elizabeth's grace, nor 
my lord of Devonlhire. I cannot accufe them, neither 
am I able to fay, that to my knowledge they knew any 
thing of my rifing." And when Dr. Wefton told him, 
that his confeflion was otherwife before the council, h» 
anfwered: " That which I faid then, I faid; but that 
which I fay now, is true.". . 

Tuesday, April 17, fir James Croft and Mr. Winter 
were brought to Guildhall, with whom alfo was brought 
fir Nicholas Throgmorton, and there arraigned of trea- 
fon, for that he was fufpected to be of the confpiracy 
with the duke of Suffolk and the reft, againft the queen ; 
where he fo learnedly and wifely behaved himfelf, (as 
well in clearing his own cafe, as alfo in opening fuch 
laws of the realrn ?s were then alledged againft him) that 
the jury which were charged with this mutter, could not 
in confeience but find him not guiltv ; for which, the 

S faid 
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faid twelve perfons of the qucft, being fubftantial men 
of the city, were each bound in the fum of 500 pounds, 
to appear before the queen's council at a day appointed, 
there to anfwer fuch things as fhould be laid againft 
them. Which jury appeared accordingly before the 
council in the Star-chamber, upon Wcdnefday, April 25: 
from whence,, after certain questioning, they were 
committed to prifon, Emanuel Lucar and Mr. Whet- 
ftone to the Tower, and the other ten to the Fleet* * 

Concerning the condemnation of Dr. Cranmer, Dr. 
Ridiey, and Mr. Latimer, which was the 20th of this 
month, and alfo of their difputations, having faid 
enough before, we need not here rehearfe the fame. 

On Friday after their condemnation, April 27, the 
lord Thomas Gray, brother to the late duke of Suffolk, 
was beheaded on Tower-hill. 

Saturday, April 28, fir James Croft and Mr. Winter 
were again brought to Guildhall, where fir James Croft 
wasarraigned and condemned ; and becaufe the day was 
far fpent, Mr. Winter was not arraigned. 

Thurfday, May 17, William Thomas was arraigned 
at Guildhall, and the fame day condemned, who the 
hext day after was hanged, drawn, and quartered. His 
accufation was, for confpiring the queen's death. He 
made a godly end, and wrote many fruitful exhortations, 
letters, and fonncts, in the prifon, before his death. 

In the month of May it was given out, that a folemn 
difputation fhould be held at Camhridge, between Mr. 
Bradford, Mr. Saunders, Mr. Rogers, and others of 
that fide, and the doclors of both univerfities on the 
other fide, like as had been before in Oxford. Where- 
upon the godly preachers who were in prifon, having 
notice thereof, notwithftanding they were deftitute of 
their books, -and not ignorant of the purpofe of their ad- 
verfaries, and how the caufe was prejudged before, alfo 
how the difputations were confufedly handled at Oxford ; 
never; helefs, they thought not to refufe the offer of dif- 
putation, fo that they might be quietly heard ; and 
therefore wifely pondering the matter with themfclves, 
by a public confent, directed out of prifon a declaration 
of their mind by writing, the 8th of May. Wherein 
fit ft, as touching the difputation, although they knew 
that they fhould do no good, becaufe all things were 
prc-determincd before ; yet, ncvcnhclefs, they would 
not deny to difpute, if the difputation might be either 
before the queen, or before the council, or before the 
parliament, or if they might difpute by writing; for 
elfe, if the matter were brought to the doclors' handling 
in their own fchools, they had fufficicnt proof, they faid, 
by the experience of Oxford, what little good would be 
done at Cambridge; and, confequcntly, declaring the 
Faith and dodhine of their religion, and exhorting the 
people withal to fubmit themfelves with all patience and 
humility, either to the will or punifhment of the higher 
powers, they appealed, in the end, from them to be their 
judges in this behalf, and thus ended their proteftation, 
fjgned by them on the 8th of May. 

On the 19th of the faid month, lady Elizabeth, the 
queen's fifter, was brought to the Tower, and commit- 
ted to the cuftody of fir John Williams, afterwards lord 
Williams of Tame, by whom her highnefs was gently 
and courreoufly treated : who afterwards was had to 
Woodftock, and there committed to the keeping of fir 
Henry Benifield, knight, of Oxborough, in Norfolk ; 
who, on the other fide, both forgetting her eftate, and 
his own duty, (hewed himfelf more hard and ftraight 
unto her, than either caufe was given on her part, or 
reafon of his own fhould have led him. 

July 25, being St. James's day, Philip prince of Spain, 
and Mary queen of England, were folemnly married in 
the ca hedral church at" Winchcfter, in the prefence of 
a great number of noblemen of both realms. At the 
time of this marriage, the emperor's ambaffador being 
prefent, openly pronounced, that, in confideration of 
that marriage, the emperor had granted arid given unto 
his fon the kingdom of Naples, &tc. 

Whereupon the firft of Auguft following, there was a 
proclamation, that from that time forth the ftile of all 
manner of writings fhould be altered, and this following 
ufed: 



" Philip and Mary, by the grace of God, king and 
queen of England, France, Naples, Jerufalem, and Ire- 
land, defenders of the faith, princes of Spain and 
Sicily, archdukes of Auftrich, dukes of Milan, Bur- 
gundy, and Brabant, Countefs of Hafpurge, Flanders, 
and Tyrol." • 
. Of this marriage as the papifts chiefly feemed to be 
very glad, fo feveral of them, after divers ftudies to fhew 
forth their inward affecTions, made interludes and pa- 
geants ; fome drew forth genealogies, deriving his pedi- 
gree from Edward the Third, and John of Gaunt. 
Among others, Mr. White, then bifhop of Lincoln, 
(his poetical vein being drunk with joy of the marriage) 
made the following verfes : 

JOHN of Gaunt, father of princes, did beget 
John the puiffant earl of Somerfct : 
From him John, duke of Somcrfet, did fpring, 
Whofe daughter Marg'ret brought forth England's king, 
Henry the feventh, who, of life bereft, 
The throne unto his fon prince Henry left: 
His daughter Mary, England's fceptcr bears, 
And may fhe bear it long, exempt from cares. 

Other Verses of Mr. White, Hifoop of Lincoln, 
concerning the Marriage of Philip and Mary. 

THE devil, that old enemy of mankind, 
Strives to prevent, though to it God's inclin'd, 
That Mary, England's queen, fhould join her hands 
To Spanifh" Philip in hymeneal bands. 
Againft the match, with the dark of prince of night, 
The helplefs Scots and tim'rous French unite. 
With thefc hell's prelates join, Caia[,has's race. 
Eight married fathers, void of heav'nly grace, 
*John Dudley, Wyat, and rebellious Kent, 
With fGray, confpire the marriage to prevent. 
But that the nuptials ftiould performed be, 
JCtefar and Flanders would, and Italy, 
Catholic bifhops, and with thefe comply 
Five holy fathers, for their fanctity 
In fetters bound, the fenate of the nation. 
And all true catholics in every ftation, 
Lords, commons, learned, ignorant, and we, 
'Caufe. God himfelf doth thereunto agree. 
When Philip to queen Mary fhall be join'd, 
Their blood its wonted courfe fhall run refin'd. 

* Duke of Northumberland. 

+ Duke of Suffolk. 

% Charles V. Emperor of Germany. 

Answer to Mr. White, Btjhop of Lincoln, by the 
Bijhop of Norwich. 

THAT Mary fhould to Spanifh Philip wed, 
And England's glory be extirpated, 
The devil wills ; jointly with him agree, 
All Flanders, Italy, and Germany, 
Caiaphas's race, the mitred company 
Of popifh bifhops, five for impiety 
In prifon caft : but God's extended arm 
Kindly fupports us, and averts the harm : 
He nills the match, gives England liberty, 
With him the warlike Scots and French agree, 
Eight married in the Lord : and Dudley you, 
Foreboding dreadful things, the marriage view, 
The fenate nills ; brave Wyat doth efpoufe 
With pious zeal his country's injur'd caufe ; 
With him Gray, and the Kentifh folk comply, 
Either to gain their liberty, or die. 
Then fay, what profits will the Spanifh king, 
Having wedded Mary, to the Englifh bring. 

After the confummation of the marriage, the king 
and queen removed from Winchefter to feveral other 
places, and by eafy journeys came to Windfor-caftlc, 
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where he was inftalled with the order of the garter, on 
Sunday Augult 12 ; at which time, an herald took 
down the arms of England at Windfor and it, the place 
of them would have fet up the arms of Spam, but h?.was 
commanded to fet them up again by certain lords. From 
thence they both removed to Richmond, and, by water, 
• to London, and landed it the bifhop of Wincheft.er's 
houfe through which they paffcd both into Southwark- 
park 'and fo to South vvark-houfe, called Suffolk-place; 
where they lay that night, being the i8rh of Auguft 

The next day the king and queen rode from Suffolk-; 
olace (accompanied with A great number, as well of 
noblemen as gentlemen) through the city of London 
to Whitehall; and at London-bridge, as he. entered at 
the draw-bridge, was a vain great fpeclacle fet u Pi two 
images reprefenting two giants, one named Conneus, 
and the other Gogmagdg, holding between tliem cer, 
tain Latin verfes, which for the vairi orientation of 
flattery 1 bverpafs. ., . J .. ■ ■■■ : 

As they paffed over the bridge, there was a mimber 
of ordnance mot off at, the Tower, fuch, as. by old 
men's report, the like hath riot been heard or feen thefe 

^FrorrT I.onddn-bridgc they paffed . the conduit in 
Gracechur.ch-ftreet, which was finely painted, and 
among other things, the nine worthies, .whereof king 
Henry Vill- was one. He was painted in harnefs, hav- 
ing in one hand a fword, and in the other hand , a book, 
whereupon was written fcrbum Dei, " the word of God/' 
delivering the fame book,, as it were, to his fo'n king 
Edward, who was painted in a corner by him. 

But this gave gicat offence: for the bifhop of Win- 
chefter, lord chancellor, fcrit for the painter, and not 
only called him. knave for paintings book in king 
Henry's hand, and cfpecially for writing thereupon 
Verbum Dei, but alfo rank traitor arid villain, faying to 
him that be fhould rather have put the book into the 
queen's hand, who was alfo painted there, for that file 
had reformed the church religion, with Other things 
according to the pure and fincere ward of God indeed. 
The painter anfwered, and fa id. That if he had known 
that had been the matter wherefore his lordfhip fent for 
him he could have remedied it, and not troubled his 
lordfhip. The bifhop anfwered, That it was the queen's 
majefty's will and commandment that he fhould fend 
for him: and fo commanding him to wipe out the book 
and Verbum Dei too, he fent him home. The painter 
departed, but fearing left he fhould leave fome parr ei- 
ther of the book, or of Verbum Dei,, in king Henry's 
hand, he wiped away a piece of his fingers withal. 

Here I pafs over other pageants (hewed to him in 
palling through London, with the flattering verfes in 
Latin, wherein were blazed out in one place the five 
Philips, as the five worthies of the worlds Philip of Ma- 
cedon, Philip the emperor, Philip, the bold, Philip the 
good, Philip prince of Spain, and king of England. 

In another poetry, king Philip was refembled by an 
image reprefenting Orpheus, and all Englifl) people 
refembled to brute and favage beafts, following alter 
Orpheus's harp, and dancing after king Philip's pipe. 
Not that I reprehend the art of the Latin verfes, which 
was fine and cunning, but that 1 pafs over the matter, 
having weightier things in hand ; and alfo the fight at 
St. Paul's church fide, of him that came down upon a 
rope tied to the battlements, with his head before, 
neither flaying himfelf with his hand nor foot ; which 
. fhortly after coft him his life. 

But one thing by the way I cannot let pafs, touch- 
ing the rood newly fet up againft this time, to welcome 
king Philip into St. Paul's church. The fetting up .of 
which rood was this, and may make as good a pageant 
as the beft. 

In the 2d year of Mary, Bonner, bifhop of London, 
in his royalty, and all his prebendaries about him, in 
St. Paul's quire, the rood (orcrofs) laid along upon the 
pavements, and alfo the doors of St. Paul's being .fhut, 
the bifhop, with others, faid and fung divers prayers 
by the rood: that being done, they anointed the rood 
with oil in divers places, and after anointing, crept 
unto it, and kiflcd it. 



After that; tbqy took t,he. fkid rood and weighed it 
up, and fet it in' it's old, accuflorned. place, and all the 
while they were tiffipg thereof, the,, whole quire fang 
Te,. peum, and when that . was ended,' they .rang the 
bells, not only for .joy, but alfo for the notable and 
great fadi' they had done- (herein 1 . .... . .... 

. Not long after this, a rherry fellow, came, into St, 
Paul's, and fpicd the rood, vyith' Mary and John now 
fet up' ; whereto, among a gt;eat fort of people, he 
made low courtfey, and faid, Sir, .your mafterfliip is 
welcome to town. I had thought to' have talked further 
with your maflerfhip, but that you be here clothed in 
the queen's colours. I hope that you be but a fumrher's 
bird, in th'atyou are dreffed in white and green. 

The prince, being in the ehurch of St. Paul's, after 
Dr. Harpsfield . had finifhed his oration in Latin, fet 
forward through Fleet-ffreet, and fo came to White- 
hall, where he with the queen remained four days after, 
arid from thence removed unto Richmond. 

After this, all the, lords had. leave to depart into their 
countries; with (trait commandment, to bring all their 
harnefs and artillery into the Tower of London with all 
fpecd. Now remained there no Englifh lord at the 
court, but the bifhop of Winchefter. From Rich r 
mpnd they removed to Hampton-court, where the f hall- 
doof within the court was continually fhut, fo that no 
man might enter: 

About the 8th of September, bifhop Bonner began his 
vifitation- who charged fix men, in every parifh, to in- 
quire (according to their oaths) and to prefent before 
him, the 30th of September, , all fuch perfon's as' either, 
had or fhould offend many of his articles, which he had 
fet forth, to the number of 37. Of the Which vifi'tatipn' 
of Bonner, I have fomewhat more largely to treat. .' 

September 17, was a proclamation in London, that 
all vagabonds and mafterlefs men, as well ff rangers as 
Englithmen, fhouid depart the city within five days ; 
and ftraitly charging all inriholders, victuallers, tavern- 
ers, and alchoufe-kecpers, with all others who fell vic- 
tuals, that they (after the faid five days) mould not 
fell any meat, drink, or any kind of victuals" to' any fer.y- 
ing-man whatfoevcr, unlefs he brought a teftimonM 
from his matter, to declare whofe.fervant he was, ami • 
were in continual houfhold with his faid mafter, upats 
pain of the law if they offended herein. . ... 

Upon the Sunday following, the bifhop of Winches- 
ter, lord chancellor of England, preached at St. Paul's 
Crdfs, at whpfe fermon were prefent all the council that 
were at the court ; namely, the marquis of Winchefter, 
the earl of Arundel, lord North, fir Anthony Brown, 
Mr. Rdchefter, Mr. Walgrave, Mr. Englefield, lord 
Fitz w ater, and fecretary Peter, and the bifhopsofLon- 
. don, Durham, and Ely, which three fat under the 
bifhop's arms. The gofpel whereof he made his fer- 
mon,, is. written in the xx.ii, chapter of Matthew, where 
the Pharifees came unto. Chrift, and among them one 
afked, Chrift which was the greateft commandment; 
Chrift anfwered, " Thou (halt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, &c- and thy neighbour as: thyfelf, 
in thefe two is comprehended the law aridf the prol 

After this long declaration of thef?. words, fpeaking 
very much of love and charity, at laft he had occafion 
upon St. James's words, to fpeak of the. true teachers, 
and of the falfe teachers ; fay ing, that all the. preachers 
almeft in king Edward's time, preached nothing but 
voluptuoufnefs, and filthy and blafphemous lies, affirm- 
ing their doctrine to be that falfe doctrine whereof St. 
James fpeaketh in his third chapter, faying, that >t was 
full of perverfe zeal, earthly, full of difcord ,and diflcn- 
tion. tha* the preachers afore-named would report no- 
thing truly, and that they taught that it wais lawful for 
a man to put away his wife for adultery; and marry 
another, and that if a man vowed to-day, he might 
break it to-morrow at his pleafure^ with many other 
things which I omit. And when he fpake of the facra- 
ment, he faid, that all the church from the beginning 
have confclfed Chrift's natural body to be: in heaven* 
and here to be in the facrament, and fo concluded that 
matter : and then willed all men to fay with Jofeph's 
f brethren, 
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brethren', *' We have all finned agaihft bur brother 
arid foJ> faid he, have I tod. Then he declared ■ what a 
noble king and queen we have, faying, that if he ihould 
go about to (hew that the king came hither for rio ne- 
ccflity or need; and what he had brought with him, it 
would be fuperfluous, feeing it is evidently known, that 
he hath ten times as much as we are in hope and pof- 
feflion of, affirming him to be as wife, fober, gentle, 
and temperate a prince as ever was in England, and if 
it were not fo proved, then to take him for a falfe lyar 
for his fo faying s exhorting all men to make much of 
him, and to win him whilft we had him, and fo (hould 
■we alfo win all fuch as he hath brought with him : 
and fo concluded. 

Tuefday, OBober 7, twenty carts came from W eft- 
minfter, laden (as it was noifed) with gold and filver, 
and certaih of the guard with them through the ciry to 
the Tower, and it was received in by a Spaniard, who 
was the king's treafurer, and had cuftody of it within the 
Tower. It was matted about with mats, and mailed in 
little bundles about two feet long, andalmoft half a foot 
thick, and in every cart were fix of thofc bundles. What 
It was indeed, God knoweth, for it is to us uncertain. 

About the fame time, or a little before, upon Cor- 
pus-Chrifti dayi the procellion being made in Smith- 
field, Where, after the manner, the prieft, with his box,, 
went under the canopy, by. chance there came by the 
way a certain iimple man, named John Street, a joiner, 
of Coleman-ftrect, who having fome hafte m his buli- 
nefs and finding no other way to pafs through.by chance 
went under the canopy by the prieft. The prieft feeing 
the man fo to prefumc to come under the canopy, being 
belike afraid, and work feared than hurt, let his pyx 
fall down. The poor man, being ltraightway appre- 
hended, was had to thecompter, the prieft accufing him 
before the council, as though he had come to flay him ; 
whereas the poor man, as himfelf hath fince declared 
unto us, had no fuch thought ever in his mind. Then 
from the compter, he was had unto Newgate, where he 
was caft into the dungeon, there chained to a poft, 
where he was cruelly and miferably handled, and fo ex- 
tremely dealt withal, that being but iimple before, he 
was now out of his wits altogether, and fo upon the fame 
had to Bedlam. Whereupon the brief chronicle of Lon- 
don in this point is not to be credited, which untruly 
reported that he feigned himfelf in Newgate to be mad : 
which thing we in writing of this hiftory, by due in- 
quifition of the party, -have fouhd to be contrary. 

About the 5th of OSlober, divers, as well houfholders, 
as fervants; and apprentices, were apprehended and 
taken, and committed to fiindry prifons, for having and 
felling of certain books, which were fent into England 
by the preachers that fled into Germany and other coun- 
tries ; which books touched a great number fo near, that 
within one fortnight there were little lefs than threefcorc 
imprifoned for this matter : among whom was Mr. , 
Brown, a goldfmith, Mr. Spark, a draper, Randal Tirer, 
a ftatio'ner, Mr. Beilon, a merchant, with many others. 

Sunday, Otlober 14, the old bifhop of Durham 
preached in the fhrouds.; 

Offober 18, the king came from Weftminftcr to St.. 
Paul's church, accompanied with a great number ot 
noblemen, and there he was received under a canopy, 
at the weft door, and io came into the chancel, where 
he heard rhafs, which a Spanifh bifhop and his own 
: chapel fung 5 and thatdone, he returned to Weftmin- 
ftcr to dihn'er. . • 

Friday, QSlober a6, certain men, whereof I fpake be- 
fore, which were of Mr. Throgmorton's jury, being.in 
number eight (.for the other four were delivered out of 
prifon, having fubmitted themfelves), whereof Mr. Ema- 
nuel Lucas, and Mr. Whetftone were chief, were called 
before the council in the Star-chamber : where they all 
affirmed that they had done all things in that matter ac- 
cording to their knowledge, and with -good confeienc-es, 
even as they fhou Id anfwer before God at the day of judg- 
ment. When Mr. Lucas faid openly before all the lords, 
that they had done in the matter like honeft men, and 
. true and faithful fubjedts, and therefore they humbly 
befought the lord chancellor, and the other lords, to 



intercede with the king and queen, chat they might 
bedifcharged and fet at liberty, and .'faid that they were 
all contented humbly to f'ubmiuhemfelves to their ma- 
jeftie's, faving and refcrving their truth, confeiences, 
and honefiy. Some of the lords faid, that' they de- 
fervedtopay a 1000I. a- piece, and others faid, that 
Mr. Lucas and Mi*. Whetftone deferyed' to pay a 1000 ' 
marks a-piece, and the reft 560!. a-picce. At laft, 
fenrence was given by the lord chancellor, that they 
fhould pay a thoufand marks a-picce, arid that they 
fhould go to prifon again, and there remain till further 
orders were taken for-thcir puniihment. • 

Tueftky, Oiiober 30, the lord J. Gray was delivered 
out of the Tower, and fet at liberty. 

Sunday, November 4, five priefts-did penance at 
Paul's Crois, who were content to put away their wives, 
and take upon them again to miniftei-. Each of them 
had a taper in his hand, and a rod, wherewith the 
preacher did difpel them. 

Wednefday, November 7, the lord Paget, and fir Ed- 
ward Haftings, matter of the horfe, were fent as ambaf- 
fadors, 1 know not whither, but, as it was judged, to 
Cardinal Poole, who lay all that fummer before at B'ruf- 
fels : and it was thought they were fent to accompany 
and conduct him into ^England, where at that time he 
was nominated and appointed bifhop o( Canterbury. 

Friday, November 9, Mr. Barlow, late bifhop of Bath, 
and Mr. Cardmaker, were brought before the council, 
in the Star-chamber, w here after communication they 
were commanded to the Fleet. 

Saturday, November 10, the fheriffs of London had 
orders to take an inventory of every one of their goods, 
which were of Mr. Throgmorton's jury, and to fcal tip 
their doors, which w as done the fame day. Mr. Whet- 
ftone, Mr. Lucas, and Mr. Kytely, were adjudged to. ■ 
-.pay ioool. a-piece, and the reft 1000 marks a-piece, 
to be paid within one fortnight after. From this pay- 
ment were exempted only four, who fubmitted them- 
felves, whofe names arc thefe, Mr. Loe, Mr. Poynter, 
Mr; Befwike, and Mr. Carter. 

Mention has been made of the vifitation of Edmund 
Boiincr, bifhop of London, which begun (as is faid) 
about the month of September j for the better prepara- 
tion whereof were fet iorth certain articles,' to the num- 
ber of 37; which : articles, partly for the tedioufnefs of 
them, partly for that Mr. Bale in a certain treatife hath 
ftifficicntly painted out the fame in proper colours, 
partly alfo, becaufe 1 will not infect this book with them. 
J pafs them over, proceeding in the progrefs of this bi- 
fhop in his vifitation in the county of Effex j who paf- 
firig through the faid county of EfTcx, being attended 
with divers worfhipful of the (hire, (for fo they were 
commanded) arrived at Stcrford in Hertfordfttire, where 
he' refted certain days, folacing himfelf alter that painful 
peregrination, with no fmall feafting and banqueting 
with his attendants, at the houfe of one Parfons, his 
nephew, whofe wile he commonly called his fair niece : 
(fair flie was indeed) and he took there great pleafure to 
hear her play upon the virginals, wherein •die excelled, 
infomuch that every dinner (fitting by his fwect fide) 
fhe arofe and played three feveral times at his requeft, 
of his good and fpiritual devotion towards her. After 
fome days werepaifed in this fafhion, he proceeded in His 
popifh vifitation toward Hadham, his own houfe and pa- 
rifh, not more than two. miles from Sterford, being there 
moft folemnly rung our, as in all other places where he 
paffed. At length drawing near unto Hadham, When he 
heard no ftirring there in honour of his holinefs, he grew 
into fome choler, and the nearer he approached, the hot- 
ter was his fit: and the quieter the bells were, the un- 
quicter was his mood.. Thus rode he on, chafing and 
iutning with himfelf: " What mcaneth (faith he) that 
knave the clerk, that he ringeth not ? and the parfon, 
that he mceteth trie not ?" with other patlionate cxprcf- 
fions. There this patient prelate, coming to the town, 
alighted, calling for the key of the church, which was 
then all unready, fince, as they pretended, he had come 
two hours before his time ; whereupon he grew from 
choler to plain melancholy, fo as no man willingly would 
deal with him to qualify the raging humour fo far incor- 
porated 
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porated in. his breaft. At la ft, the church door being 
opened, the bifhop entered, and 'finding no facrament 
hanged up, no rood-loft decked after the popiih pre- 
cepr, (which had commanded about the fame time a 
well-favoured rood, crofs. or image, and of tall nature, 
univerfally in all churches to be fct up) curtailed his 
fmall devotions, and fell from choler and melancholy 
to madnefs in thegreateft degree, fwearingand raging, 
with an hunting oath or two, (and by no fmall oaths) 
that in his own church, where he hoped to have fecti 
beft order, he found molt diforder, to his honour's moll 
heavy difcomfort. as he faid; calling the parfoh (whofe 
name was Dr. Brickct) knave and heretic ; who there 
humbled himfelf.and yielded, as it were, to his fault, 
faying, He was fdrry his lord (hip was come before that 
he and his parifh looked for him, and therefore could 
not do their duties to receive him accordingly : and as 
for thofe things which were lacking, he trufted in lhort 
time hereafter he fhould compafs that which hitherto he 
could not bring, about. Therefore if it pleafed his lord- 
fhip' to come to his poor houfe, where his dinner was 
prepared, he would fatjsfy him in thofe things; which 
his lordfhip thought afnils.. Yet this reafonable anfwer 
neither could fatisfy; nor affuag'e his unreafonable paf- 
lion. For the catholic pi-elate Utterly defied him and 
his cheer, commanding him out of his fight; faying;' 
as his bye-word wa3j *' Before God thou art a knave; 
avaunt heretic," and therewithal, whether thfufling.'or 
linking at him, fo it was; that with his hand he gave !if 
Thomas joffelin (who then ftood next the bilhop) a 
good blow upon the ear; whereat; being fomewhat alto-; 
nillied, fir Thomas faid, What mearictn your lordfhip? 
have you been trained in Will Sorfier's fcho'ol; to 
ftrikchim who ftandeih next you ? The bifhop, ftill ind 
. rage, either heard not, or would not hear. Upon which 
Mr.Fecknam, dean of St. Paul's, addrefilng the knight, 
faid, " O Mr. Joffelin, you muft bear with my lord, 
for truly his long imprifonmcnt in the Marflialfca, and 
the mifufing of him there hath altered him; that in thefe 
paflions. he is not matter of himfelf, nor will it avail to 
give hini counfel until his heat be paffed, and then affure 
yourfelf Mr. Joffelin, my lord will be forry for thofe 
abufes, and that mifcondudc which he cannot now fee 
in himfelf." To whom fir Thomas merrily replied, 
" So it fecms, Mn Fecknam, that now he is come forth 
from the Marfhalfea, he is ready to go to-Bedlam." At 
which conceit fome laughed, and more fmilcd, becaufc 
the nail was hit fo truly upon the head. The bifhop ap- 
peared not in the lead abafhed at his own folly; and it 
is no wonder he was not athamcd to ftrike a flrangcr, 
who fpared not the burning of fo many good men. 

This combat being finifhed, the martial prelate prc- 
fently taketh him to his horfe again, notwithftanding he 
at firft intended to tarry at Hadham three or four days, 
and had made provifions in his own houfe accordingly ; 
but leaving his dinner, he rode that night with a fmall 
company of his houfehold to Ware, to the great woji- 
der of all the country, who looked not for his coming 
till three days after. 



But though the bifliop, polled haftily- away, his re- 
tinue thought it moft prudent to tarry behind; and his 
dodtors and chaplains, a few excepted, dined at Qr> 
Bricket's, as merrily as the bifhop rode to Ware chafing- 
ly. Now thecaulcs which induced him, to leave a good, 
dinner, were fuppofed to be, that his. lordfhip was of- 
fended at not receivingthofc folcmnities he was accufto- 
hied to be faluted. w ithal in other places, and becaufe his 
wooden god was not elevated feenily in the rood-loft to 
entertain ftrangers ; : on which account he took occafion 
to quarrel with Dr. Bricket ; for the bifhop.had ifi'ued 
out his precept, that in every parifh a rood; (a crofs, 
crucifix, and other images) lhould be erected, both well 
favoured, and tall in fiature: which. brings to my. mind, 
(fays Mr. Fox) what happened in a certain town in Lan- 
cafhire; near to Lahcafter, called Cockram, where the 
pariihiohcrs and church- wardens, having at the fame 
time a like charge for the erecting of a rood iri their 
parifh church, had made their bargain, and were at a 
price « ithone that could cunningly carve and paint fuch. 
idols, for the framing of their rood ; who; according to. 
his promife, made them one; and fet it up in their 
church; This done; he demanded his money : but 
they mifliking his workmanfhip, refufed to pay him, 
w hereupon he arretted them,and the matter wasbrought 
before the fnayor of Lancafter, who Was a very fit man 
for fuch a purpofe, and an old favourer of the gofpel, 
which, is rare in that country. Then the carver began 
f 6 declare how they covenanted-with him forthe making, 
of a rood with the appurtenances, ready carved and fee 
up in their church; which he according, to his promife 
had done; and now demanding his money, the,y refufed 
to pay him: Is this true? quoth the mayor to the war- 
dens. Yes, fir; faid they; And why do you not pay 
the poor, man his due? quoth he. May it pleafe you, 
ma'fier mayor; quoth they, becaufe the rood we had be- 
fore was a well-favouied man, and he promifed to make, 
us fuch another; but this that he hath fet lis up now, is 
the worft favoured thing that even you fet your, eyes on, 
gapingartd grinning in fuch fort, that none of our, chil-, 
ri ren dare once look him in the face, or pome near hir»«' 
The mayor thinking that it was good enough fbr;ctiat, 
purpofe, if it had been worfe, My roafters, quoth he, 
howfocver you like the rood, the poor man's labour hath. 
I been never the lefs, and it is a pity that he fhould have 
I any hindrance or lofs thereby. Therefore I will tell you 
what you fhall do: pay him the money; you promifed 
him, and go your ways home and look on it, and if it 
will not fcrvc for a god, make no more ado, but clap 
a pair . of horns on his head, and fo he will make an ex- 
cellent devil. This the parifhiqriers took exceeding, 
well ; the poor man had his money, and divers laughed 
well thereat: but fo did not the Babylonifh priefts. 

This mayor continued a protcftant .almoft 50 years, 
and was the only reliever of Mr. March, the martyr, 
(whofe ftory followeth hereafter) with meat, drink, and 
lodging, while he lay in Lalicaftcr-caftie, the fpace of 
three quarters of a year; before he was had to Chefter 
I to be burned, &c. 
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ABOUT this time came forth a precept, or man- 
date, from Bonner, bifhop of London, to all bi- 
iliops and curates within his diocefe, for abolifhing.of 
fuch fcripturc paffages and writings as had been 
painted upon church-walls ih king Edward's days ; 
the copy whereof is inferted here, that the prefent ge- 
neration may fee the wicked proceedings of their im- 
pious zeal, or rather their malicious rage againft the 
Lord and his word ; as alfo againft the edifying cf 
chriftian people ; and hence will appear, not only how 
blafphemoufly they fpake againft the holy fcriptures; 



but likcwifc how frudroufiy they fought by all mariner 
of means to keep the people 11 ill in ignorance. 

Bi/bop BONNER's MANDATE to alolifh the SCRIP- 
TURE WRITINGS upon CHURCH- WALLS. 

DMUND(by God's per'miffion) bifhop of London, 
-L_j to all and every parfons, \icars, clerks, and let- 
tered, within the parifh of Hadham, or within the 
precinct of our diocefe of London, wherefocver being, 
fendeth greeting, grace and benediction. 

Becaufe 
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• Becaufe fomfr children of iniquity, given up to car- 
nal deiires and novelties, have by many ways entcr- 
priztd to banifh the ancient manner and order of the 
church, and to bring in and eftablifh fedts and here- 
fies ; taking from thence the picture of Chrift, and 
many things befides inftituted and obferved of ancient 
time laudably in the fame, placing in the room thereof 
fuch things, as in fuch a place it behoved thefn not to 
do, and alfo have procured as a ftay to their herefies 
(as' they thought) certain fcriptures wrongly applied 
to be painted upon the church-walls, all which perfons 
tend chiefly to this end ; that they might uphold the 
liberty of the flefh, and marriage of the priefts, and 
deftroy, as much as lay in them, the reverend facra-. 
ment of the altar; and might extinguifh and enervate 
holy days, faftingdays, and other laudable difcipline' 
of the catholic church, opening a window to all vices, 
and utterly clofing up the way unto virtue : wherefore 
we being moved with a chriftian zeal, judging that 
the premifes are not to be longer fuffered, do, fordif- 
charge of our duty, commit unto you jointly and fe- 
derally, and by the tenor hereof do ftraitly charge and; 
command you, that at the receipt hereof, with allfpced 
convenient, you do warnj or caufeto be warned; firft, 
fecond, and third time, and peremptorily, all and fin- 
»ular church-wardens and panfhioners whoioever 
within our forefaid diocefe of London, wherefoever 
any fuch fcriptures or paintings have been attempted, 
that they abolifh and extinguim fuch mannerof fcrip- 
tures, fo that by no means they be either read or feen, 
and therein to proceed moreover as they fhall lee good 
and laudable in this behalf. And if, after the faid mo- 
nitiorii the faid churchwardens and panfhioners fhall 
be found remifs and negligent, or culpable, then you 
iointly and fcvcrally fhall fee the forefaid fcriptures to 
be razed, abolifhed and extinguifhed forthwith : citing 
all and Angular thofe chureh-wardens and panfhioners, 
(whom we alfo for the fame do cite here by the tenor 
hereof) that all and Angular the church-wardens and 
parifliiohers being flack and negligent, culpable there- 
in fhall appear before us, our vicar general and prin- 
cipal official, or our commiffary fpecial in our cathe- 
dral church of St. Paul at London, in the confifiory 
there, at the hour appointed for the fame, the fixth 
day next after their citation, if it be a court-day, or 
elfe at the next court-day after enfuing, where either 
we or our official or commiffary fhall fit ; there to fay 
and alledge for themfelves fome reafonable caufe, if 
they have or can tell of any, why they ought not to be 
excommunicated, or otherwifc pumfhed tor fuch their 
negligence, flackhefs, and fault, to fay and to alledge, 
and further to do and receive, as law and reafon re- 
quireth. And what you have done in the premifes. do 
you certify us, or our vicar, principal official, and fuch 
our commiffary, diligently and duly in all things, and 
through all things, or let him among you thus certify 
us which hath taken upon him to execute this mandate. 
In witnefs whereof we have fet our feals to thefe pre- 
fents Dated in the bifhop's palace at London, the 
2<th day of the month of October, in the year of our 
Lord 1554, and of our tranflation the i6tb. 

About this time the Lord Chancellor lent M.Chrifto- 
pherfon unto the univerfity of Cambridge with thefe 
three articles, which he enjoined them to pbferve. 

The firft, that every fcholar fhould wear his apparel 
according to his degree in the fchools. 

The fecond was touching the pronunciation of the 
Greek tongue. * 

The third, that every preacher there fhould deciare 
the whole ftile of the king and queen in their fermons. 
1 In this univerfity of Cambridge, and alfo of Oxford, 
by reafon of introducing thefe things, and efpecially for 
the alteration of religion, many wife and learned men 
departed from the univerfities: of whom, fome of their 
own accord gave over, fome were thrufl out of their fei- 
lowfhips, fome were miferably handled : infomuch that 
in Cambridge, in the college of St. John, there were 
24 places void together, in whofc rooms were taken in 
24 others, which neither in virtue nor religion were to 



be compared to thofe' that were before; Arid no Iefs" 
miferable was the eftate "of Oxford} by reafon bf'the 
time, and the ftfait dealing of the vifitbfs; who for feu 
ting forward their papiftical proceedings; had no re- 
gard of refpect to the forwardnefs of good wits, and 
the maintenance of good letters; 

We rhuft hot pafs over in iilence the famous exhor- 
tation of Dr. Trcfham; after he had called tbe ftudentii 
together ; to allure them to the catholic fef vice of the 
church, heufed thefe reafons,' declaring that there were 
a goodly company of copes, that were app6int6d to 
Wind for, but he had found the queen fo gracious -onto 
him, that they fhould come to Chrift's-church. Now, if 
they like honeft men would come to church, they fhould 
wear them on holy days. And befides all this, hewrould 
get them the lady bells of Bampron, and that fhould 
make the fweeteft ring in all England. And as for 
holy water to fprinkle, he had .already the ftireft that 
Was within the realm. Wherefore he thought that no 
man would be fo mad to forego thefe commodities, &c. 
■ On Monday, November zid, the parliament met ; at 
the opening whereof, both the king and queen rode to 
the houfe of lords in their robes,' having two fwords 
borne before them. ■ - • 

Wednefday, 21ft, Cardinal Poole landed at Dover, 
on which day an acYp'affed for his refritutibn in blood, 
utterly repealing, as fa)fe and rrioft flanderous, that ait 
made againft him in the reign of Henry VIII: and on 
the next day, November 116, the king and queen came 
to the parliamenr-houfe to give the royal affent to this 
act, and to eftablifh the fame againft his coming. 

Saturday, 24th, the cardinal came by water to Lon- 
don, and fo to Lambeth-houfe, which was ready pre- 
pared againft his coming. 

Wednefday, 1 8th, there was a general proceffion in 
St. Paul's, for joy that the queen was conceived and 
quick w ith child, as was declared in the letter fent from 
the council to the bifhop of London. At this proceffion. 
ten bifhops, and all the prebendaries of St. Paul's were 
prefent, and alfo the lord mayor with the aldermen, and 
great number of the commons of the city in their befc 
nay. The following is a copy of the council's letter. 

A L E T T E R, 
From tbe COUNCIL to EDMUND BONNER, con- 
cerning QUEEN MARY's CONCEPTION. 

AFTER our hearty commendations unto your good 
lordlhip : whereas it hath pleafed Almighty God 
amongft other his infinite benefits of late moft graci- 
oufly poured upon us and this whole realm, to extend 
his benedidtion upon the queen's mujefty in fuch forr, 
as file is conceived and quick of. child: whereby 
her majefty (being our natural liege lady, queen, and 
undoubted inheritor of this imperial crown) good hope 
of certain fucceffion in the crown is given unto us, and 
confequently the great calamities (which for want of 
fuch fucceffion might otherwife have fallen upon us and 
our pofterity) fhall by God's grace be well avoided, if 
we thankfully acknowledge this benefit of Almighty 
God, endeavouring ourfelves with earned repentance 
to thank, honour and ferve him, as we are moft boun- 
den : thefe are not only to advertife you of thefe good 
news, to be by you publifhed in all places within your 
diocefe, but alfo to pray and require you, that both your- 
felf do give God thanks with us for. this his efpecial 
grace, and alfo give order that thanks may be openly 
given by finging of TeDcum in all the churches within 
your faid diocefe ; and that likewife all priefts and 
other ecclefiafticalminifters, in their maffes, and other 
divine fervices, may continually pray to Almighty God 
fo to extend his holy hand over his majefty, the king's 
highnefs, and this whole realm,. as this thing, being by 
his omnipotent power gracioully thus begun, may by 
the fame be well continued and brought to good effect, 
to the glory of his name. Whercunto, albeit we 
doubt not, ye would of yourfelf have had fpecial regard 
without thefe our letters, yet for the earned defire \\c 
have to have this thing done out of hand, and diligently 
continued, wc have alfo written thefe letters, to put you 
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in remembrance ; and fo Bid your lordfhip molt hear- 
tily well to fare. Froin Weilmirtfter, the 27th of No- 
vember, 1554- j. 

Your aiTured loving friends. 
S. Wintdrt John Bathon 

Arundel R. Rich 

F. Shrewfbury Thomas Watthom 

Edward D-irby John Huddilftone; 

Henry Suffex K. Sbuthwell. 

The fame day, in the afternoon, cardinal Poole came 
to the parliament boufe, which at that time was kept 
in the great chamber of the court at Whitehall, for 
that the queen was then lick, and could not go abroad : 
where the king and queen's majefty fitting under the 
cloth of ftate, and the cardinal fitting on the right 
hand, with all the other eftatcs of the parliament being 
prefent the bifhop of Winchefter, being lord chan- 
cellor, began jn this manner. 

MY lords of the upper houfe, and you my matters 
of the nether houfe, here is prefent the right 
reverend father in God my lord cardinal Poole, come 
from the apoftolic fee of Rome, as ambaffador to the 
king and queen's majefties. Upon one of the weighti- 
cft caufes that ever happened in this realm; and which 
pertaineth to' the glory of God; and your univerfal be- 
nefit. The. which ambafiagfc , their majefties pieafure 
is to be fignified unto you all by his own mouth, truft- 
ingthat you will receive and . accept it iri as benevo- 
lent and thankful wife as their highneffes' have done, 
and that you will give ail attentive and inclinable ear 

The lord chancellor having ended; the cardinal be- 
gan his oration, wherein he declared the caufes of his 
coming, and what were his defireii and requefts. In 
the mean time; the court gate was kept fliut until he 
had made an end of his tiratiori; 

The next day the three eftates alTefhbled again in 
the great chamber of the court at Weftminfter : where 
the king, queen, and the cardinal being prefent, they 
did exhibit (all kneeling) a fuppli cation to their high^ 
neffes; which being read, the king and queeh deli- 
vered the fame unto the cardinal; who (perceiving the 
effetfs thereof to anfwer his expectation) did receive 
the fame moft gladly from their majefties : and after 
he had in a few words given thanks to God, and de- 
clared what great caufe he had to rejoice above all 
others, that his coming from Rome into England had 
taken fuch happy fuccefs, he, by the pope's authority, 
did give them this abfolution following. 

OUR Lord Jefus Chrift, who with his mod: pre- 
cious blood hath redeemed and warned us from 
all our fins and iniquities, that he might purchafe un- 
to himfelf a glorious fpoufe without fpot or wrinkle, 
and whom the Father hath appointed head over all 
his church, he by his mercy abfolve you. And we by 
apoftolic authority given unco us (by the molt holy 
lord pope Julius the third, his vicegerent on eirth) 
do abfolve and deliver you and every of you, with 
the whole realm and dominions thereof, from all herefy 
and fchifm, and from all and every judgment, cenfures, 
and pains, for that caufe incurred j and alfo we do re- 
ftore you again unto the unity of our mother the holy 
church, as in our letters more plainly it fiiall appear: 
in the name- of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft. 

Having finifhed this bufinefs, they went into the 
ehapel, and there finging Te Deum, with great folem- 
nity declared' the joy that for this reconciliation was 
pretended-. 

The report of which was with great fpeed fent unto 
Rome; aa well by the king and cardinal's letters, 
which hereafter follow, as alfo otherwife. • Whereup- 
on the pope caufed three proceflions to be made at 
Rome, and thanks to be given to God, with great joy 
for the converfion of England to his church ; and 



therefore priifing the catdiwai's diligence, and «hS 
devotion of the king and queen* •• oh Cbriftttiftr 
eve; by his bulls he fet forth a general pardon, c® *4- 
fuch as did truly rejoice for the fame. 

On Sunday, December a, Gardiner!, biltiep df Wiw-i 
chefter, and ldrd chancellor of England, preached at 
Paul's-Crofs, at Which femiori the king arid cardinal 
Poole were prefenr. He rook for his text the kiiith 
chapter of the epiftle of St. Pauf to the .Romany 
" This alfo we know the feafon; brethretii that we 
Ihould now awake out of deep, for now is Our falva- 
tion nearer than when we believed," &c. 

Firft, he Ihewcd how the faying of St., Paul was Vei 
rified upon the gentiles, who had a long time flept in 
da.- k ignorance, not knowing God: therefore St. Tauli; 
faid he, to Air up their heavy dulnefs; willed them to 
awake out of their long fleep, becaufe their fal vation wa& 
nearer than when they believed. In amplifying -this: 
matter, and comparing our times with theirs, he> 
toolc occafion to declare what difference the: Jewilh fob 
craments had from : thofe " of the. Chriftiaris, whereirt' 
he ufed thefe words: - ; 

" Even as the facrameht of the Jews did deelartfc 
Chrift to come, fo do our facraments declare Chrift 
to be already come: but Chrift to florne, artd Chrift: 
to be come, is not all one. For now that he iscortie, 
the: Jews' facraments arc done away, and our's only. re- 
main which declare that he is already come, ahdM 
nearer us, than he was to the fathers of the old law* 
fot they had him but in figns, but we have him in the 
facrament of the altar, even his Very body. Wherc-i 
fore now alfo it is time that we awake out of our! fleepi' 
who have flept, or rather dreamed thefe twenty year* 
paft, as lhall more eafily appear by declaring- at largg 
fome of the properties and effects of a fleep or a dream. 
And firft, As men intending to fleepv do fep3rate!them-i- 
fclves from company; arid defire to- be alone 1 even C& 
have we fepa-rated ourfelves from the. fee apoftolic oE 
Rome, and have been alone, unlike any -other reailnv 
in Chriftendom. 

Secondly", As in fleepf rJneM dream fomatUttes »£;fciia 
ling, fomerimes of maiming, fomerimes »f burning: Ot 
drowning, fometimes of fuch beaftlihef*as 1 dare no© 
name, but- will Ipare your ears ; fo we have in this mt> 
fleep, nor only dreamed of beaftlrnefej ,but we hava 
done it indeed. For in this our fleep hath not one 
brother deftroyed another ? Hath not half bur money) 
been wiped away as one time? And again,-' thofe cha8 
w ould defend their confeience; were flain; and others 
alfo otherwife troubled; befioVs infinite other things 
which you all know as- well as 1, whereof; I appeal to 
your own confidences. Further, in a. man's fleep all 
his fenfes are ftopped, fo that he can neither fee,Tmcll 
nor bear; even to, whereas the cererrionies of the 
church were inftiruted to move and ttir up our fenfes; 
they ; being taken away, :*ere not our fenfes (as ye 
would fty) ftopped, and we faft afle*p? Moreover 1 , 
when a man would gladly fleep, h& will-piM Out tWe 
candle, left peradventure it may hinder his fleep, a*d 
awake him : fo of late att fuch '<writeiis as- did hold any 
thing with the apoftolic fee, were condemned and fete* 
bidden to be read : and images (which were lay.me)»*« 
books) Were caft down and broken. 

The fleep hath continued with us thefe twenty fe&fsi, 
and we all that while without a head. For when king 
Henry did- firft take upon him to be' Head of thechurett, 
it was then no^ church at all. Afces -whofe' death, kiwg 
Kdward (having over him governors arid : prOteclerS; 
w hich-ruled as they lifted) could not be head of tad 
church, but was only a fhadow or fign of a'head, add 
at length' it came to pafs, that? we had' no head' a* all ; 
no, not fo much as our two archbilliOffc. For on 
the one fide, the queen being * woman; » could' not- be 
head of the church ; arid: on the other' fide,- they wata 
both convicted, of: one crime; and fodepofed. Thus 
while we delired to have a fupreme heaidawftdrtg us, it 
came to paf* that we had no head at all.. -When the 
tumulc wis in the -north,: in the' time of fcing: Hd«*y 
VIil. (I am fure) the king was determined to have 
.given over the fupremacy again to the pope; but the 
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hour was not then come, and therefore it went not 
forward, left fome would have faid, that he did it 

After this, Mr. Knevet and I were fent ambaffadors 
unto the emperor, to defire him that he would be a 
means between the pope's holinefs and the king, to 
bring the king to the obedience of the fee of Rome, 
but the time was not yet come. For it might have 
been faid, that it had been done for a civil poiicy. 
Again, in the beginning of king Edward's reign, the 
matter was moved, but the time was not yet : for it 
would have been faid, that the king (being but a child; 
had been bought and fold. Neither in the beginning 
of the queen's reign was the hour come ; for it would 
have been faid, that it was done in a time of weak- 
nefs. Likewife when the king firft came, if it had 
been done, they might have faid it had been done by 
force and violence. But now, even now, the hour is 
come, when nothing can be objected, but that it is 
the mere mercy and providence of God. Now hath 
the pope's holinefs, pope Julius III. fent unto us this 
moft reverend father, cardinal Poole, an ambalfador 
from his fide. What to do ? not to revenge the in- 
juries done by us againft his holinefs, but to give 
his benediction to thofe that defamed and perfe- 
cted him. 

And that wc may be the more meet to receive the 
faid benediction, 1 fhall defire you that we may al- 
ways acknowledge ourfelvcs offenders againft his ho- 
linefs ; 1 do not exclude myfelf from the number ; 
I will " weep with them that weep, and rejoice with 
them that rejoice." And 1 fhall defire you, that wc 
may defer the matter no longer, for now the hour is 
come. The king and queen's majefties have already 
reftorcd our holy father the pope to his fupremacy ; 
and the three eflates affembled in the parliament, 
reprefenting the whole body of the realm, have alfo 
fubmitted themfelvcs to his holinefs, and his fuc- 
cedbrs forever ; wherefore let us not any longer ftay. 
And even as St. Paul faid to the Corinthians, that he 
was their father, fo may"the pope fay, that he is our 
father ; for we received our doctrine firft from Rome, 
therefore he may challenge us as his own. We have all 
caufe to rejoice, for his holinefs hath fent hither and 
prevented us, before we fought him : fuch care hath 
fie for us. Therefore let us fay, '« This is the 
day which the Lord , hath made, we will rejoice 
and be glad in it." Rejoice in this day, which is of 
the Lord's working, that fuch a noble birth is come, 
yea, fuch a holy father (I mean my lord cardinal Poole j 
which can fpeak unto us as unto brethren, and not 
as unto ftrangers, who hath been a long time abfent. 
And let us now awake, who have fo long flept, and 
in our fieep have done fo much mifchief to the fa- 
craments of Chrift, denying the blcffed facrament 
of the altar, and pulled down the altar, which thing 
Luther himfelf would not do, but rather reproved 
them that did, examining them of their belief in 
Chrift." 

This was the fum of his ferrnon before his prayers, 
wherein he prayed firft for pope Julius the third, 
with all his college of cardinals, the bifhop of Lon- 
don, with the relt of that order ; then for the king 
and queen, and the nobility of this realm ; and laftly, 
for the commons of the fame, with the fouls de- 
parted, lying in the pains of purgatory. This ended, 
the time being late, they began in St Paul's to ring 
their evening fong, whereby the preacher could not 
be well heard, which caufed him to make an end of 
his ferrnon. 

About this time a meffenger was fent from the 
parliament to the pope, to defire him to confirm and 
eftablifh the fale of abbey lands and chauntry lands : 
for the lords and the parliament would grant nothing 
in the pope's behalf, before their purchafes were 
fully confirmed. 

Thurfday, December 6, the whole convocation, 
both bifhops and others, were fent for to Lambeth 



to the cardinal, who the fame day forgave them all 
their perjurations, fchifms, and hcrefies, and they all 
there kneeled down, and received his abfolution ; and 
after . an exhortation and gratulation for ihcir'con- 
verfion to the catholic church, made by the cardi- 
nal, thc> departed. 

Wednefday, Day ruber 12, five of the eight men 
which lay in the Fleet, that were of Mr. Throgmor- 
ton's jury, were difcharged, and fet at liberty upon 
paying a line of 220I. a-piece : and the other three 
put up a fupplication, therein declaring, that their 
goods did not amount to the fum that they were ap- 
pointed to pay ; upon which declaration, paying 40I. 
a piece, they were delivered out of prifon on the 21ft 
of December. 

Saturday, December 22, the parliament had a (trict 
command that none of them fliould depart into the 
country this Chriftmas, nor before the parliament 
were ended. Which command was very contrary to 
tbeir expectations ; for as well many of the lords, as 
alfo many of the commons, had fent for their horfes, 
and had them brought hither. 

Friday, December 28, the prince of Piedmont came 
to the court at Wellminftcr. 

On New-year's-day, 1555, at night, feveral honeft 
men and women of the city, to the number of thirty, 
and Mr. Role, a miuifier, were taken as they were 
in a houfe in Bow-church-yard, at the communion, 
and the fame night were all committed to prifon. 
And on the third of January following, Mr. Role 
was before the bifhop of Winchefier, the lord chan- 
cellor, and from thence the fame day committed to 
the Tower, after fome communication between the 
bifhop and him. 

The fame day the act of fupremacy palled in the 
parliament, and at night a great tumult was at Well- 
minftcr, between fome Spaniards and Englifhnicn, 
whereof a great mifchief had like to have en filed, 
by means of a Spanifh friar, who got into the church, 
and rung the alarum. The occafion was about two 
proftitutes then in the cloyftcr at Weft minder, with- a 
fort of. Spaniards, whereof whilft fome played the 
knaves with them, others kept the entry of the cloyfter 
with dags in harnefs.. In the mean time, fome of the 
dean's men came into the cloyfter, and the Spaniards 
difcharged their dags, and hurt fome of them. By 
and by the noife of this came into the ftrects, To that 
the whole town was up almoft, but never a ttroke was 
ftricken. Notwithstanding, the noife of this doing 
with the dean's men, and alfo ihe ringing of the 
alarum, made much ado, and a great number to be 
fore afraid. 

Wc have before mentioned the council's letter fent 
to bifhop Bonner, fignifying the good news of queen 
Mary to be not only conceived, but alfo quick with 
child, which was the twenty-eighth of November. 
Of this child great talk at this time began to rife in 
every man's mouth, efpecially amongft fuch as feem- 
ed to carry Spanifh hearts in Englifh bodies. In 
which number here is not to be forgotten, nor de- 
frauded of his commendation for his worthy affection 
towards his prince and her iffue, one fir Richard 
Southwell, who being the fame time in the parlia- 
ment-houfe, when, as the lords were occupied in 
other affairs and matters of importance, fuddenly 
ftarting up, for fulnefs of joy burft out in thefc 
words following: " Tufh, my matters, faid he, why 
talk ye of thefc matters ? I w ould have you take fome 
order for our matter that is now coming into the 
world apace, left he find us unprovided," &c. By 
which words, and alfo by the aforefaid letters of 
the council, and the common talk abroad, it 
may appear what an affurcd opinion was then con- 
ceived in men's heads, of queen Mary to be con- 
ceived and quick with child. Infomuch that at the 
fame time, and in the fame parliament, there was a 
bill exhibited, and the following act made upon the 
fame. 
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The WORDS of the ACT. 

ALBEIT, We the lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
the commons in the prerent parliament affem- 
bled, have firm hope and confidence in the good- 
nefs of Almighty God, that like as he hath hitherto 
miraciiloufiy preferred the queen's majefty from hnany 
great imminent perils and dangers ; even fo he will 
of his infinite goodnefs give her highnefs ftrength, 
the rather by our continual prayers, to pafs well the 
danger of deliverance of chiid, wherewith ,it hath 
pleafed him (to all our great comforts) to blefs her: 
yet forafmuch as all things of this world be uncertain, 
and having before our eyes the dolorous experience 
of this inconftant government, during the time of 
the reign of the late king Edward the fixth, do plainly 
fee the manifold inconveniences, great dangers and 
perils that may enfuc in this whole realm, if forefight 
be not ufed to prevent all evil chances, if they fhould 
happen ; for the efchewing hereof, we the lords fpi- 
ritual and temporal, and the commons in this pre- 
fent parliament ' affcmbled, for and in confideration 
of a molt fpecial truft and confidence that we have 
and repofc in the king's majefty, for and concerning 
the politic government, order, and administration of 
this realm, in the time of the young years of the ifTiie or 
iffues of her majefty's body to be born, if it fhould 
pleafe God to call the queen's highnefs out of this pre- 
fent life, during tiie tender years of fuch iffue or iflues, 
(which God forbid) according to fuch order and 
manner, as hereafter in this prefent act his highnefs's 
moft gracious plcafure is, fhould be declared and 
fet forth, have made our humble fuit, by the affent 
of the queen's highnefs, that his majefty would vouch- 
fafc to accept and take upon him the rule, order, and 
education, and government of the faid iffue or iffiies 
to be born, as is aforefaid : upon which .our fuit, 
being of his faid majefty moft gracioufly accepted, it 
hath pleafed his highnefs not only to declare, That 
like as for the moft part his majefty verily trufteth 
that Almighty God (who hath hitherto preferved the 
queen's majefty, to give this realm fo good an hope 
of certain fucceffion in the blood royal of the fame 
realm) will affift her highnefs with his graces and 
benedictions, to fee the fruit of her body well brought 
forth, live, and able to govern ; wherefore neither all 
this realm, nay all the world befides, ihould or could 
receive more comfort than his majefty fhould or 
would) yet if fuch chance fhould happen, his ma- 
jefty at our humble defines is pleafed and contented, 
not only to accept and take upon him the care and 
charge of the education, rule, order, and government 
of fuch iffues as of this moft happy marriage fhall 
be born between the queen's highnefs and him; but 
alfo, during the time of fuch government, would by 
all ways and means, ftudy, travel, and employ him- 
felf to advance the weal both public and private of 
this realm and dominion thereunto belonging, ac- 
cording to the faid truft in his majefty re'pofed, with 
no lefs good will and affection, than if his highnefs 
had been naturally born amongft us. Jn confideration 
whereof, be it enacted by the king and the queen's 
moft excellent majefties, by the affent of the lords 
fpiritual and temporal, and the commons in this pre- 
fent parliament affembled, and by the authority of 
the fame, &c. [As it is to be fcen in the act more 
at large ratified and confirmed by the fame parlia- 
ment, co the fame intent and purpofe.j 

Thus we fee how man doth purpofe, but God 
depofeth as pleafeth him. For all- this great labour, 
provifion, and order, taken in the parliamcnt-houfc 
for their young mafter long-looked for, coming fo 
furely into the world, in the end, appeared neither 
young mafter, nor young miftrefs, that any man yet 
to this day can hear of. Furthermore, as the labour 
of the lay-fort was herein deluded; fo no lefs ridicu- 
lous was it to behold, what little effect : the prayers of 
the papifts had with Almighty God;' who travelled 
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no lefs with their proceffions, rnaffes, and collects, 
for the happy deliverance of this young mafler to 
. come, as what follows will fhew. 

A PRAYER by Dn. WESTON, Dean of WEST- 
MINSTER, to be daily faid for the QUEEN'S 
DELIVERANCE; 

OMoft righteous Lord God, which for the offence 
of the firft woman, hath threatened unto all 
women, a common, fharp, and inevitable malediction, 
and hath enjoined them that they. Ihould conceive in 
fin, and being conceived, fhould be fubject to many 
arid grievous torments ; and finally,, be delivered 
with the danger ' and jeopardy of their lives; we be- 
feech thee for thine excecdirig great goodnefs and 
bottomiefs. mercy, to mitigate the ftrictnefs of that 
law. Affwage thine anger for a while, and cherifh 
in the bofom of thy favour and hSercy our moft gra- 
cious queen Mary, being now at the point of being 
delivered. So help her, that without danger of her 
life (he may overcome the forrovv; arid in due fea- 
fon bring forth a child, in body beautiful and comely, 
in mind noble and valiant. So that afterwards, fhe 
forgetting the trouble, may with joy laud and praife 
'the bountifulne'fs of thy mercy, and together with us, 
praife arid blefs both thee and thy holy name world 
I without end. 

Another folemn PRAYER for KING PHILIP and 
QUEEN MARY's CHILD, that it may be a 
Male- Child, iSa 

OMoft mighty Lord God, who regardeft the 
prayer of rhe humble, and defpifeft riot their 
requeft ; bow down from thine high habitation of the 
heavens, the eyes of thy mercy to us wretched fin- 
ners, bowing the knees of our hearts, and with many 
and de*p figns bewailing our fins arid offertces humbly 
with eyes intent, and hands difplayed, praying and 
bcfccching thee, with the fhield of thy protection, 
to defend Mary thy fefvant; arid our queen, who hath 
none other helper but thee, rind whom, through thy 
grace, thou haft willed to be conceived with child: 
and at the time of her travail gracioufly with the help 
of thy right hand deliver her, and from all danger, 
with the child in her conceived, mercifully prefcrve: 

It \i well known unto us how m'arvelloufly thou 
did ft work in Sarah of the age of 90 years, and in 
Elizabeth the barren, and alfo fair ftricken in age : 
for thy council is not iri the power of men. Thou 
Lord that art the fearcher of hearts and thoughts thou 
knoweft that thy fervant never lufted after man, never 
gave hcrfelf to wanton company, nor made heffelf 
partaker with them that walk in lightnefs : but fhe 
confented to take an htifband with thy fear,- arid not 
with her luft. Thou knoweft that thy fervarit took 
an hufband not for carnal pleafure, but only for the 
defire and love of pofterity, wherein thy name might 
be bleffed for ever and eyer. 

Tucfday, January, 10th, nineteen members' of the 
lowcr-honfe, with their fpeaker, came to Whitehall 
to the king, and offered him the government of the 
realm, and or the iffue, if the queen fhould fail, 
which was confirmed by act of parliament within tea 
days after. 

Wcdncfday, 26th; the parliament was diftblvect. 
In this parliament the bifhop of Rome was eftablifhed, 
and all fuch laws as were made againft him fince the 
twentieth year of king Henry VlII. were repealed., 
and cardinal Poole, bifhop Pates, Lilly, and others, 
were rcftored to their blood. Alfo an . act was made, 
that whoever Ihould fpeak any thing againft the king 
or queen, or that might move any fedition or rebel- 
lion, at the firft time to have one of his ears cut ofl£ 
or to foifcit an hundred marks; and at the fecond 
time, to have both his ears cut off, or elfe to for- 
W f c it 
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fcit an hundred pounds ; and whofoever fhould write, t 
cypher, or print any of the premifes, to have their right I 
hand cut off. 

Likewife in this parliament three flatutes were re- 
vived for trial of hercfy : one made in the fifth year 
of Richard it. another, in the fecond year of Henry 
IV. and the third in "the~ fecond year of Henry V. 
Alfo the affair of.,, Mr. Rofe, and others that were 
with him, was cp^nrriuncd of in this parliament, and 
upon that occafiein'an act was made, that certain evil | 
prayers fhould. be treafon againft the queen's high- ! 
nefs.\ The prayers of thefc men were thus: *' God 
turn the heart of queen Mary from idolatry, or clfe 
fhortcn her days." . 

At the apprehending of Mr. Rofe, and his compa- 
nions, wc^l'was brought thereof to' -bifhop Hooper, 
'being theri^rt the Fleet 5 whereupon J th'e bifhop fent a 
letter ofTcohfolatiori to the faid prifoners'; enjoining 
-them- not - : to fear ' their adverf&rics, though he ac- 
-khow'iedgcd the papift's church was more bloody and 
^tyrannical, than ever was the fword .of the heathens 
arid gentiles. 

Upon Friday, January i 8th, all the council went to 
■ the Tower, and fet at liberty mbft part of the prifon- 
ers, arnong- whom were the late cluke of .Nbrthumber- 
' land-sfbns, A mbrpfe, "Robert, arid Henry, fir Andrew 
Dudley, fir Johri Rogers, fir James Crofts, fir Nicho- 
las Throgrriorton, fir-Nicholas Arnal, fir George Har- 
per, fir Edward Warner, fir William Sentlow, fir 
Gawen Carcw, Mr. Gibbes, Cuthbert Vaughan, with 
many 'others. ' • 

:. Tuefday,. 2 2d v : all.' the: preachers who were in prifon, 
were called before the bifhop of Winchcfter, lord chan- 
cellor, and certain others, at the bifhop's houfe, in St. 
Mary Overy!s. ■ From whence, .(after communication, 
being afked, whether they would convert, and enjoy 
the queen's pardon, or elfe ftand to that they had 
taught; they all anfwered,- that they would ftand to 
that they had taught) they were committed to ftraighter 
prifon than, before, .with charge that none fhould 
fpeak with them : of whom, one James George, the 
fame time, died, in prifon, being there in bonds for 
religion and rigiiteoufnefs' -fake, who therefore being 
- exempted burial in the popifh church-yard, was buried 
. in the fields. , ■>■:,,.. 

( , Wednefday, 23d., all the bifhops, with the reft of the 
convocation-houfe, were before the cardinal at Lam. 
beth, where he defircd them to repair every man where 
his cure and, charge, lay, exhorting them to treat their 
flock with all mirdnefs, and to endeavour to win the 

. people rather by gentlcnefs, than by extremity and 
rigour,, and fo let them depart. 

Friday, 25th, being the day of converfion of St. Paul, 

..there was a general and folemn proceffion through 
London to give God thanks for their converfion to 

. the catholic church; wherein (to fet put their glo- 
rious pomp) there were fourfcore and ten croffes, one 
hundred and fixty priefts and clerks, who had every 

' one of them copes upon their backs, finging loudly. 
There followed alfo, for the better eftimation of the 
fight, " eight bifhops ; and laft of all came Bonner, 
bifhop of London, carrying the popifh pyx under a 
canopy. , 

There were alfo prefent the mayor, and aldermen, 
ahd all the livery of every occupation. Moreover the 
kuig'alfo himfelf, and' the cardinal, came to St. Paul's 
church the fame 1 'day. Froth whence after mafs they 
returned to Weftminfter again. As the king was en- 
tering the church, at the fteps going up to the choir, 
'.alt the gentlemen that of late were fet at liberty out of 
the Tower, kneeled Before the king, and offered unto 
himtherrifelves and their fervices. 

After the proceffion, there was alfo commandment 
\riven to make bonfires at night. Whereupon did "rife 
"arnong the people a doubtful talk why all this was done: 
fome faying it was, that the queen being with child, 
might have a fafe delivery others thought, that it was 
for jqy that the realm was joined again to the fee of 
Rome; 



Monday, 28th, the bifhop of Winchefter, and the 
other bifhops, had corhmiriioh from the cardinal to fit 
upon, and order, according to the. laws; all luch 
preachers and heretics (as they termed them). as were 
m prifon; and according to this comrniffion, the fame 
day the bifhop of Winchefter, and the other bifhops, 
with certain of the council, fat in St. Mary Overy's 
church, and called before them bifhop' Hooper, Mr. 
Rogers, and Mn Cardmaker, who were brought thi~- 
tltef- by the fheriffs; from whence, after, communica- 
tion, they were committed to prifon till the next day, 
but Cardmaker fubmitted himfelf; 

Tuefday, 29th, Hopper, Rogers; Dr. Taylor, and 
Bradford, were brought before them,- where fenten'ce 
of excommunication, and judgment ecclefiaftical, were 
pronounced upon bifhop Hooper, and Mr. Rogers, 
by the bifhop of Winchefter, who fat as judge in 
Caiaphas's fear, and drove them out of the churchy ac- 
cording to their law and. order. Dr. Taylor and 
Bradford, were committed to prifon.till the next day. 

Wednefday, 30th, Dr. Taylor, Dr. Crome, Mr. 
Bradford, Mr. Saunders, and Dr. Ferrar, forrietime 
bilhop 'bf St. David's, were before the faid bifhops, 
when Dr. Taylor, Mr. Saunders, and Mr. Bradford, 
were likewife excommunicated j and, fentencc being 
pronounced upon them, they were committed to the 
fheriffs. Dr.. Crome defired two month's refpite, which 
was granted him; and Mr. Ferrar was again committed 
to prifon till another time. All thefe men fhewed 
themfelves to be learned, as . indeed they, were': but 
what ' availeth cither learning, , reafon,. or truth itfelf, 
w here arbitrary will alone beareth rule? . ".. ;'" .' . 

After the examination and condemnation of. thefe 
good men and preachers, commiffions and inquifuors 
were fent abrpad into all parts of the realm: by, reafon 
whereof, a great number of moft godly .and true; 
chriftians (out of all the quarters, but efpecialiy Kent, 
Effex,' ^Norfolk, and Suffolk) " were apprehended, 
brought up to London, caft into prifon, and afterwards 
(molt of them) either, confumed cruelly by fire, or 
clfe through evil handling died in prifons, and were 
buried on the dung-hills, in the fields) or 'In,.. fome 
, back-fide of the prifon, • 
j What the cruel fufferings, pcrfecut ions, tortures, and 
agonizing deaths were, which thefe, and' hunriberlcfs 
other' fubjeiSts of the bloody queen Mary, endured from 
her hands, , and thofe of her no lefs bloody inftr'uments, 
the bifhops Bonner and .Gardner, fhall (God willing) 
• be the fubftanc.e of the next. book. .... 
\ .As to the queen (chief caufe of all thefc barbarities) 
I her health had been, for, fome time in a declining 
ftatc; and on miftaking her dropfy for a pregnancy, 
fhe had ufed an improper regimen, which daily .iricreaf- 
ed her diforder. Every reflection was now a fiibject pf 
I torment begun in this , world, and 'ftruck a dagger in 
her heart. The corroding worm, that never dies be- 
gan to gnaw it's vital firings. .. The confqioufnefs of 
j having incurred the hatred of her fubjcifts.; the idea 
of Elizabeth's fucceeding to the. crown ; her fear that 
the catholic' religion would be expofpd to danger ; her 
|j dejection for the lpfs of. Calais with which . file was 
\\ deadly affeficd ; and above all, her grief lor the lots 
| : of her hufband, whom, fhe knew, intended ' foon to 
j return to Spain, to fettle there during, the. remainder 

I of his life : thelc melancholy reflections,, preying upon. 
|j her mind, with the gre;eft violence, threw her. Wo 

a complication of diforders,., attended with a linger- 
jl ing fever, of which fhe died, November 17th, 1558, 

I I in the forty-third year of her age, after a fhort, cruel, 
j and unhappy reign of five years, four. months, and ele- 
ven days. She was interred . at Weftminfter, in the 
chapel of her grandfather Henry VII. Some writers 
have been of opinion, that this unworthy queen had a 
fcrious fenfe ot religion, but can we call that profeft. 
fion fcrious, however diftinguifhed by .the peaceful, 
facrcdnameof religion, which prompts us to be guilty 
of favage cruelty, and deftitute..of all . the, focjal vir- 
tues'? There are, we acknowledge^; a few devout pieces 
extant, cornpofed'by Mary. . , 
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CHAP. I. 

<Tbe LIFE, EXAMINATIONS, WRITINGS, and CONDEMNATION, of the Rev. Mr. JOHN ROGERS, 
and alfo the LIFE and MARTYRDOM of the Rev. Mr. LAURENCE SAUNDERS ; -who were burned, the 
former in Smithfield, February ^.th, the latter at Go*£n try; February Sth, 1555. r 




1 the lat- 



HE Rev. Mr. John Rogers, vicar of 
-;St. Sepulchre's, and reader of St. Paul's 
' London, was educated in the univerfity 
; of Cambridge, and at length was cho- 
5 fen chaplain to the Englifh factory at 
Antwerp, in Brabant ; there he became 
acquainted with Mr. William Tindal, whom he affifted 
in his tranllation of the New Teftament, and with 
Miles Coverdale, who, with feveral other worthy 
proteftants, had been driven out of Engl; 
count of the perfecutions for five articles, 
ter end of the reign of Henry VIII. By means of con- 
verfing"with thefe worthy and pious fervants of God, 
Mr. Rogers came to the knowledge of the fcriptures, 
and finding, according to thofe facred oracles, that ma- 
trimony was both honeft and honourable, he entered 
into that ftate, and went with his wife to Wittenberg, in 
Saxony, where, through indefatigable ftudy and appli- 
cation in a fliort time he attained to fuch a knowledge 
of the Dutch language as to bfe capable of taking charge 
of a chriftian congregation in that part of Europe. 

Having caftoff allpopifh fuperftitions, idolatry and 
reftrictions, this aged minifler ferved his cure faithfully 
and diligently for many years, until fuch time that it 
plcafed God fodifpel the mills of popilh darknefs from 
his native country, and reftore the glorious light of the 
pure gofpel of Chrift, by the introduction of his cho- 
fen fervant Edward VI. to the throne of England. 

Mr. Rogers then, being orderly called, left his living 
in Saxony, and came into England to preach the gofpel 
without any previous condition, appointment, or efta- 
blilhment whatever : but after having laboured in the 
vineyard of his matter for a time, with great fuccefs, 
Dr. Ridley, then bifhop of London, gave him a prebend 
in his cathedral church of St. Paul's: of which he was 
afterwards chofen by the dean and chapter, one of the 
divinit) lecturers, or a reader of divinity in that church. 
Here he continued till queen Mary foon after her ac- 
ceffion, banifhed the true religion and again intro- 
duced the fuperftition and idolatry of the church of 
Rome with all the horrid, cruelties of blood-thirfty 
Antichrifl. 

When queen Mary was in the Tower of London im- 
bibing Gardiner's pernicious counfcls, Mr. Rogers 
preached at Paul's Crofs, confirming thofe doctrines 
which he and others had there taught in king Edward's 
days, and exhorted the people, with peculiar energy, 
to continue ftedfaft in the fame, and to beware of the 
falfe tenets of peftilent popery. For this fermon the 
preacher was fummonfed before the council, then filled 
with popifh and bloody bifhops ; before whom he plead- 
ed his own caufe in fo pious, bold, and yet prudent a 
manner, as to obviate their difpleafurefor that time, and 
he was difmifled. But after Mary's proclamation, to 
prohibit the preaching of the doctrines of the reformed 
religion, Mr. Rogers, for a contempt of the fame, was 
again fummonfed before a council of bifhops, who, 
after having debated upon the nature of his offence, or- 
dered him to keep clofe prifoner in his own houfe, 
where he remained a confiderable time, till at the in- 
fiigation of the cruel Bonner, bifhop of London, he 
was removed to Newgate, and placed among the com- 
mon felons. What palled between him and the ad- 
vcrfarics of Chrift, during the time of his imprifon- 
ment, is not certainly known ; but the following exa- 
minations he left in his own hand-writing : and it is 
the will of God they ftiould be handed down to us, and 
remain a perpetual teftimony in the caufe of true re- 
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The FIRST dnd SECOND EXAMINATIONS of the 
Rev. Mr. JOHN ROGERS, before the LORD 
CHANCELLOR, GARDINER, Bishop of Win- 
chester, and Others of the COUNCIL of BI- 
SHOPS, January-lid, 1555. 

FIRST, the lo'rd Chancellor faid unto me thus : Sir, 
you have heard the ftate of the realm in which it 
ftandeth now; 

Rogers. No, my lord, I have been kept in clofe pri- 
fon, arid except there have been fome general things 
faid at the table, when I was at dinner or fupper, I have 
heard nothing ; and there have I heard nothing, where- 
upon any fpecial thing might be grounded. 

Then laid the lord chancellor, General things, mock- 
ingly : you have heard of my lord cardinal's coming, and 
that the parliament hath received his bleffing, not one 
refilling it, except one man which did fpeak againft it. 
Such an unity, and fuch a miracle hath not been feen. 
And all they, of which there arc eight fcore in one 
houfe, (faid one that was by, whofe name I know not) 
have with one aficnt received pardon of their offences, 
for the fchifm that we have had in England, in refilling 
the holy father of Rome to be head of the catholic 
church. How fay you ? are you content to unite your- 
felf to the faith of the catholic church with us, in the 
ftate in which it is now in England? will you do that? 

Rogers. The catholic church I never did nor will 
diffenr from. 

Lord Chancellor. Nay, but I fpeak of the ftate of the 
catholic church, in that wife in which we Hand now in 
England, having received the pope to be fupreme head. 

iiogers. Iknow none other head but Chrilt of his ca- 
tholic church, neither will I acknowledge the bifliop of 
Rome to have any more authority than any other bifhop 
hath by the word of God, and by the doctrines of the 
old and pure catholic church, four hundred years after 
Chrift. 

Lord Chancellor. Why didft thou then acknowledge 
king Henry the eighth to be fupreme head of the church, 
if Chrift be the only head ? 

Rogers. I never granted him to have any fupremacy 
in fpiritual things, as are the forgivenefs of fins,- giving 
of the Holy Ghoft; authority to be a judge above the 
word of God. 

Lord Chancellor. Yea, faid he and Tonftali bifhop of 
Durham, and N. bifhop of Worcefter, if thou hadft 
faid fo in his days, (and they nodded their head at me 
with a laughter) thou hadft not been alive now. 

Rogers. Which thing I denied. The lord chancellor 
faid, What fayeft thou ? make us a direct anfwer whether 
thou wilt be one of this catholic church or not, with 
us in that ftate in which we are now ? 

Rogers. My lord, without fail I cannot believe, that 
ye yourfelves do think in your hearts that he is fupreme 
head in forgiving of fins, &c. (as is before faid) feeing 
you and all the bifhops of the realm have now twenty 
years long preached, and fome of you alfo written to 
the contrary, and the parliament hath fo long ago con- 
descended unto it. And there he interrupted me thus : 

Lord Chancellor. Tufh, that parliament was with moft 
great cruelty conftrained to abolifh and put away the 
primacy from the bifliop of Rome. 

Rogers. With cruelty ? why then I perceive that you 
take a wrong way with cruelty to pcrfuade men's con- 
fciences. For it fhould appear by your doings now, 
that the cruelty then ufed hath no; perfuaded your con- 
fidences. How would you then have our conferences ■ 
perfuaded with cruelty ? 

X Lord 
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Lord Chancellor. I talk to thee of no cruelty but that 
they were fo often and fo cruelly called upon in that 
parliament, to let the act go forward ; yea, and even 
with force driven thereunto, whereas in this parliament 
it was uniformly received. Here are two things, mercy 
and ju (rice: if thou refufe the queen's mercy now, then 
fhalt thou have juftice miniftered unto thee. 

Rogers. I never offended, nor was difobedient unto 
her grace, and yet I will not refufe her mercy. I cannot 
be fo per funded. 

Lord Chancellor. If thou wilt not receive the bifhop 
of Rome to be fupreme head of the catholic church, 
then thou (halt never have her mercy, thou mayeft be 
fure. If thou wilt enter into one church with us, &c. 
tell us that ; or elfe thou (halt never have fo much prof- 
fered thee again as thou haft now. 

Rogers. I will find it firft in the fcripture, and fee it 
tried thereby, before I receive him to be fupreme 
head. 

IVorceJler. Why, do you not know what is in your 
creed : " I believe in the holy catholic church ?" 

Rogers. I find not the bifhop of Rome there. For 
[catholic] fignifieth not the Ronrfh church: it figni- 
fieth the confent of all true teaching churches of all 
times, and all ages. But how fhould the biihop of 
Rome's church be one of them, which teacheth fo many 
doctrines that are plainly and directly againfl the word 
of God ? Can that biihop be the true head of the ca- 
tholic church, that doth fo ? That is not poffible. 

Lord Chancellor. Shew me one of them, one : let me 
hear one. 

Rogers. The biihop of Rome and his church, fay, 
read, and fing, all that they do in their congregations, 
in Latin, which is directly and plainly againft the lft. 
to the Corinthians, the xiv. chapter. 

Lord Chancellor. I deny that ; I deny that is againft 
the word of God. Let me fee you prove that : how 
prove you that ? 

Rogers. Thus I began to fay the text from the be- 
ginning of the chapter, " He that fpeaketh in an un- 
known tongue," &c. To fpeak with tongues, is to 
fpeak with a ftrange tongue, as Latin or Greek, &c. and 
fo to fpeak, is not to fpeak unto men, but to God. But 
ye fpeak in Latin, which is a ftrange tongue, wherefore 
ye fpeak not unto men, but unto God (meaning God 
only at the moll). This he granted, that they fpake 
not unto men, but unto God. 

This a point of fophiftry, quoth fecretary Bourne. 

Then the lord chancellor began to tell the lord Ha- 
ward, that when he was in High-Dutchland, they ac 
Hale, which had before prayed and ufed their fervice 
all in Dutch, began then to turn part into Latin, and 
part into Dutch. 

JVorceller. Yes, and at Wittenberg too. 

Rogers. Yes, (but I could not be heard for the noife). 
And here I would have declared how they ought to 
proceed in thefe days and fo have come again to my 
purpofe, but it was impoffible : for one afked one thing, 
another faid another s fo that I was fain to hold my 
peace, and let them talk. And even when I would have 
taken hold on my proof, the lord chancellor ordered me 
to prifon again: and away, away, faid he, we have more 
to talk withal j if I would not be reformed (fo he termed 
it) away, away. Then up I flood, for I had kneeled all 
the while. 

Then Sir Richard Southell, who flood by in a win- 
dow, faid to me, Thou wilt not burn in this caufe when 
it cometh to the purpofe ; I know well that. 

Rogers. Sir, I cannot tell, but I truft in my Lord God, 
yes, lifting up mine eyes unto heaven. 

Then my lord of Ely told me much of the queen's 
majefty's pleafure arid meaning, and fet out with large 
words, faying, That {he took them that would not re- 
ceive the pope's fupremacy, to be unworthy to have 
her mercy, &c. 

Rogers. I faid I would not refufe her mercy 5 and yet 
I never offended her in all my life : and that I befought 
her grace, and all her honours, to be good to me, re- 
ferving my confeience. 

Divers fpake at once. No? quoth they then a great 



many of thenij and efpecially fecretary Bourne, a mar- 
ried prieft, and have not offended the law ? 

Rogers. I faid, I had not broken the queen's law, nor 
yet any point of the law of the realm therein : for I 
married where it was lawful. 

Divers at once. Where was that ? faid they : think- 
ing that to be unlawful in all places. 

Rogers. In Dutchland. And if ye had not here, in 
England made an open law that priefts might have had 
wives, I would never have come home again : for I 
brought a wife and eight children with me: which 
thing ye might be fure that 1 would not have done if 
the laws of the realm had not permitted it before. 

And one faid (I could not well perceive who) that 
there was never a catholic man or country, that ever 
yet granted that a prieft might have a wife. 

Rogers. I faid, the catholic church never denied 
marriage to priefts, nor yet to any other man ; and 
therewith was 1 going out of the chamber,, the ferjeant 
which brought me thither, having me by the arm. 

Then the biihop of Worcefter turned his face to- 
wards me, and faid, that 1 knew not where that church 

Rogers. I faid, yes, that I could tell where it was, but 
therewith the ferjeant went with me out of the door. 

This was the very true effect of all that was fpoken 
unto me, and of all that I anfwered thereunto. 
The SECOND EXAMINATION, z$ib of Jan. 1555. 
Y> EING afked again by the lord chancellor, what I 
J3 thought concerning the blefled facrament, whether 
1 belived in the facrament to be the very body and blood 
of our Saviour Chrift, that was born of the Virgin Mary, 
and hanged on the crofs, really and fubftantially. 

I anfwered, I had often told him that it was a mat- 
ter in which I was no meddler, and therefore fufpect- 
ed of my brethren to be of a contrary opinion. Not- 
withstanding, even as the moft part of your doctrine in 
other points is falfe, and the defence thereof only by force 
and cruelty ; fo in this matter I think it to be as falfe 
as the reft. For I cannot underftand [really and fub- 
ftantially] to fignify otherwife than corporally : but cor- 
porally Chrift is only in heaven, and fo cannot Chrift 
be corporally alfo in your facrament. And here I 
fomewhat fet out his charity after this fort : My lord, 
faid I, you have dealt with me moft cruelly: for you 
have put me in prifon without law, and kept me there 
now almoft a year and a half, for I was almoft half a 
■year in my houfe, where I was obedient to you, God 
knoweth, and fpake with no man. And now have I 
been a full year in Newgate, at great cofts and charges, 
having a wife and ten children to provide for, and have 
not received a penny from my livings, which was againft 
the law. 

He replied, that Dr. Ridley, who had given them me, 
was an ufurper, and therefore, I wastheunjuft poireffbr 
of them. 

Was the king then an ufurper, faid I, who gave Dr. 
Ridley the bifhopric ? 

Yes, faid he, and began to fet out the wrongs that 
the king had done to the biihop of London, and to 
himfelfalfo. But yet 1 do mifufe my terms, faid he, 
to call the king ufurper. But the word was gone out 
of the abundance of the heart before : and I think that 
he was not very forry for it in heart. 

I afked him wherefore he put me in prifon. He 
faid, becaufe I preached againft the queen. 

1 anfwered that it was not true ; and I would be 
bound to prove it, and to ftand to the trial of the law, 
that no man fhould be able to difprove it, and there- 
upon would fet my life. I preached, 1 confefTed, a fer- 
mon at the Crofs, after the queen came to the Tower : 
but therein was nothing faid againft the queen. 

But you did read lectures after, faid he, againft the 
commandment of the council ? 

That I did not, faid 1 j let that be proved, and let me 

I might and would have added, if I could have been 
fiiffered to fpeak, that it had been time enough to take 
away men's livings, and then to have imprifoned them 
after 
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after that they had offended laws : for they are good 
citizens that break not laws, and worthy of praife, 
and not of punifhmcnt. But their purpofe is to keep 
men in prifon, until they may catch them in their 
laws, and fo kill them. I could and would have 
added the example of Daniel, who by a crafty devifed 
law was caft into the lion's den. I might alfo have 
declared, that 1 moft humbly defired to be fet at li- 
berty, fending my wife to him with a fupplication, 
being great with child, and with her eight honed 
women, or thereabouts, to Richmond, at Chriftmas 
■was a twelve- month, while I was yet in my houfe. 

I wrote likewife two fupplications to him out of 
Newgate, and fent my wife many times to him. Mr. 
Gofnold alfo, that worthy man, who is now departed 
in the Lord, laboured for me, and fo did divers other 
■worthy men alfo take pains in the matter. Thefe 
things declare my lord chancellor's antichriftian cha- 
rity, which is, that he hath and doth feek my blood, 
and the deftruction of my poor wife and my ten 
children. 

This is a fhort Aim of the words which were fpoken 
on the 28th of January, in the afternoon, after that 
Mr. Hooper had been the firft, and Mr. Cardmaker 
the fecond in examination before me. 

Then the clock being, as I gueffed, about four, 
the "lord chancellor faid, that he and the church muft 
yet ufe charity with me, and gave me refpite till to- 
morrow, to fee whether I would return to the catholic 
church again, (for fo he called his antichriftian falfe 
church) and repent, and they would receive me to 
mercy. 

I faid that I was never out of the true catholic 
church, nor would be : but into his church would 1, 
by God's grace, never come. 

Well, faid he, then is our church falfe and anti- 
chriftian ? 

Yes, faid I. 

And what is the doctrine of the facrament ? 

Falfe; and I caft my hands abroad. 

Then one faid that I was a player. To whom I 
anfwered not ,• for 1 took no notice of his mock. 

Come again, faid the lord-chancellor, to-morrow, 
between nine and ten. 

I am ready to come again, whenfoevcr you call. 

And thus was 1 brought up by the fhcriffs to the 
compter in Southwark, Mr. Hooper going before me, 
and a great multitude of people being prcfent, fo that 
■we had much ado to go in the ftreets. Thus much 
•was done January 28. 

The THIRD EXAMINATION, and CONDEM- 
NATION, January 29, 1555. 

THE next day, January 29, we were fent for in the 
morning about nine o'clock, and by the fhcriffs 
fetched from the compter in Southwark, to St. Mary 
Overy's: and when Mr. Hooper was condemned, as 
J underftood aiterwards, then fent they for me. My 
lord chancellor faid: 

Rogers, here thou waft yefterday, and we gave thee 
liberty to remember thyfelf laft night, whether thou 
■wouldft come to the holy catholic church of Chrift 
again or not. Tell us now what thou haft determined, 
whether thou wilt be repentant and forry, and wilt re- 
turn again and take mercy. 

My lord, faid 1, I remember well what you yef- 
iterday faid to me, and defire you to give me leave 
to declare my mind, what 1 have to fay thereunto; 
and- that done, I fhall anfwer to your demanded 
queftion. 

When I yefterday defired that I might be fufFered 
by the fcripture and authority of the firft, belt, and 
pureft church, to defend my doctrine by writing, 
(meaning not only of the primacy, but alfo of all the 
doctrine that ever I had preached) you anfwered, that 
it might not, and ought not to be granted me, for 
I was a private pcrfon 5 and that the parliament was 
above the authority of all private perfons, and there- 
fore -the fentence thereof might not be found faulty and 



ufelefs by me, being but a private perfon. Yet, my 
lord, I am able to fhew examples, that one man hath 
come into a general council, and after the whole had 
determined and agreed upon an act or article, fome 
one man corning in afterwards, hath by the word of 
God proved fo clearly that the council had erred in 
decreeing thp faid article, that he caufed the whole 
council to change and alter their act or article before 
determined. And of thefe examples, I am able to 
Ihew two. I ean alfo fhew the authority of St. Au- 
guftine; that when he difputed with an heretic, he 
would neither himfelf, nor yet have the heretic to lean 
unto . the determination of two former councils, of 
which the one made for him, and the other for the 
heretic that difputed againft him ; but faid, that he 
would have the fcriptures to be their judge, which 
were common and indifferent for them both, and not 
proper to either of them. 

I could alfo {hew the authority of a learned lawyer, 
Panormitanus, who faith, That unto a fimple lay-man 
that bringeth the word of God with him, there ought 
more credit to be given, than to a whole council ga- 
thered together. By thefe things will I prove that I 
ought not to be denied to fpeak my mind, and to be 
heard againft a whole parliament, bringing the word of 
God for me, and the authority of the old church 400 
years after Chrift, albeit that every man in the par- 
liament had willingly and without refpect of fear and 
favour agreed thereunto, which thing I doubt not a 
little of ; efpccially feeing the kke had been permitted 
in the old church, even in general councils, yea, and 
that in one of the chiefeft councils that ever was, unto 
which neither any acts of this parliament, nor yet any 
of the late general councils of the bifhops of Rome 
ought to be compared. For if Henry VIII. were alive, 
and fhould call a parliament, and begin to determine 
a thing, (and here I would have alledged the example 
of the act of making the queen a baftard, and of mak- 
ing himfelf the fuperior head ; but I could not, being 
interrupted by one, whom God forgive) then would 
you (pointing to my lord chancellor) and ye, and all 
pointing to the reft of the bifhops) fay Amen : yea, 
and it pleaie your grace, it is meet that it be fo enacted. 

Here my lord chancellor would fuffer me to fpeak 
no more; but bade me fit down, mockingly, faying, 
That I was fent for to be initrucred of them, and I 
would take upon me to be their inftructor. 

My lord, faid I, I ftand, and fit not: fhall I not 
be fuffered to fpeak for my life? • 

Shall we fuffer thee to tell a talc, and prate?. faid 
he. And with that he flood up, and began to face 
me, after his old arrogant proud, fafhion, for he per- 
ceived that I was in a way to have touched them 
fpmewhat, which he thought to hinder by dafhing 
me out of my tale, and fo.he did; for I could never 
be fuffe.red to come to my tale again, no not to one 
word of it ; bur he, had much like communication 
with me as he had the day before, and, as his manner 
is, taunt upon taunt, and check upon check. For 
in that cafe, being God's caufe, ,1 told him he fhould 
not make me afraid to fpeak. 

Lord Chancellor. See what a fpirit this fellow hath, 
faith he, finding fault at mine accuftomed earneftnefs,, 
and hearty manner of fpeaking. 

Rogers. I have a true fpirit, agreeing to, and obey- 
ing the word of God, and would further have faid, 
that I was nev.er the worfe> but the better, to ,be 
carneft in a juft and true caufe, and in my mafter 
Chrift's matters: but I could not be heard. And 
at length he proceeded towards : 'his excommunication 
and condemnation, after that I had told him, that 
his church of Rome was the church of Antichrift, 
meaning the falfe dodtrinc nnd tyrannical laws, with 
the maintenance thereof by cruel perfecutions ufed 
by the bifhops of the faid church of which the 
bifhop of Winchefter, and the reft of his fellow 
bifhops that are now in England, are the chief mem- 
bers) : of laws I mean, faid i, and not all men and 
women which are in the pope's church. Likewife, 
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when 1 was faid to have denied their facrament i 
(where he made his wonted reverent mention, more to 
maintain his kingdom thereby, than for the true re- 
verence of Chrift's institution ; more for his own and 
his popifti generation's fake, than for religion or 
God's fake ; I told him after what order I did fpeak 
of it, (for the manner of his fpeaking was not agree- 
ing to my words, which are before recited in the 
communication that we had Jan. 28.) wherewith he 
was not contented, but afked the audience, whether 
I had not fimply denied the facrament. They would 
have faid, and did what he defired, for moft of them 
were of his own fervants on this day. At laft I 
faid, I will never deny what I faid, that your doctrine 
of the facrament is falfe; but yet I tell you after 
what order I faid it. 

To be fhort, he read my condemnation before me, 
particularly mentioning therein but two articles : firft, 
that I affirmed the Romifh Catholic church to be the 
church of Antichrift ; and that I denied the reality of 
their facrament. He caufed me to be degraded and 
condemned, and put into the hands of the laity, and 
fo he gave me over into the fheriff's hands, which 
were much better than his. 

After his fentence was read,bifhop Gardiner fent Mr. 
Hooper and me to the Clink, there to remain till night s 
and when it was dark, they carried us, Mr. Hooper 
going before with one fheriff, and coming after with 
the other, with bills and weapons enough, out of the 
Clink, and led us through the bilhop's houfe, and St. 
Mary Overy's church-yard, and fo into Southwark, 
and over the bridge in proceffion to Newgate, through 
the city. When the bifhop had read the condemnation, 
I petitioned to fee and fpeak to my wife, who was a 
ftranger, and had ten children; but he faid fhe was 
not my wife. I declared fhe was, for we had been 
married )8 years. He ftill denied it, faid I main- 
tained open whoredom, and that I Ihould not fee her. 

The WRITINGS of the Rev. Mr. ROGERS, while 
in Prifon, containing the Subflance of what he intended, 
might he have been permitted to plead in his own Defence, 
when examined by the Bench of Popish Bishops. 

DEARLY beloved, ye have heard what was faid : 
now hear what I purpofed the night before to 
have faid, if 1 could have been permitted. Two 
things I purpofed to have touched upon. The 
one, how it was lawful for a private man to reafon 
and write againft a wicked a<5l of parliament, or un- 
godly council, which the lord chancellor the day be- 
fore denied me the other was to prove, that profpe- 
rity was not always a token of God's love. 

And this I purpofed to fpeak of, becaufe the lord 
chancellor boafted of himfelf, that he was delivered 
forth of prifon, as it were by miracle, and preferved 
of God to reftore true religion, and to punifh me 
and fuch- others, whom he termed heretics. Con- 
cerning thefe two points, in this manner I purpofed 
to have proceeded. It is not unknown to you, that 
king Henry VIII. in his time made his daughter, the 
queen that now is, a baftard : he pulled down abbeys ; 
and all this he did by the confent of parliament. 

King Edward VI. in his time made lawful the mar- 
riage of priefts, turned the fervice into Englifh, abolifhed 
the idolatrous mafs, with all like fuperftitious trumpery, 
fet up the holy communion, and all by confent of parlia- 
ment. .01. 

The queen that now is, hath repealed the act that 
made her a baftard » hath brought in the bifhop of 
Rome, and fet him in his old authority; beginneth 
to fet up abbeys again; hath made the marriage of 
priefts unlawful ; hath turned the Engliih. fervice into 
Latin again; hath fet up mafs again, and pulled down 
the holy communion : and all this is done by confent of 
parliament. 

If the afts of parliament, made in king Henry's 
time, and in king Edward's, had their foundation 
upon God's word, whereupon all pofitive law ought 
to be grounded : then thefe which are eftablifhed in 



the queen's time, being clean contrary to the others, 
as they are not warranted by God's word, fo are they 
wicked, and therefore to be both fpoken and written 
againft of all men, as well of private as of public 
perfons. 

I am an Eriglifhman bom, and, God knowetb, do 
naturally wifh well to my country. And, my lord, I 
have often proved that the things, which 1 have much 
feared fhould come to pafs, have indeed followed. I 
pray God 1 may fail of my gueffing in this behalf. 

And as touching your rejoicing, as though God had 
fet you aloft to punifh us by miracle, (for fo you re- 
port and brag openly of yourfelf) and to minifter juf- 
ticc, if we will not receive your holy father's mercy, 
and thereby do declare your church to be true, and 
our's falfe ; to that 1 anfwer thus : God's works are 
wonderful, and are not to be comprehended and per- 
ceived by man's wifdom, nor by the wit of the moft 
wife and prudent. 

But here they will cry out, Lo thefe men will be ftill 
John Baptift, the apoftles, and prophets, &c. 

1 anfwer, We make not ourfelves like unto them, in 
the Angular virtues and gifts of God given unto them ; 
as of doing miracles, and of many other things. The 
iimiliiude and likenefs of them and us confifteth not in 
all things, but only in this, that is, that we be like them 
in doctrine, and in the Suffering, of perfecution and in- 
famy for the fame. 

We have preached their very doctrine, and no 
other thing: that we are able fufficiently to declare 
by their writings; and by writing for my* part, I 
have proffered to prove the fame, as is often faid. 
And for this caufe we fuffer the like reproach, fharne, 
and rebuke of the world, and the like perfecution, 
lofing of our lives and goods, forfaking (as our 
matter Chrift commandeth) father, mother, fiftcr, 
brethren, wives, children, and all that there is, 
being affured of a joyful refurredtion, and to be 
crowned in glory with them, according to the in- 
fallible promifes made unto us in Chrift, our only and 
fufficient mediator, reconciler, prieft, and facrifke, 
which hath pleafed the Father, and quieted and pa- 
cified his wrath againft our fins, and made us with- 
out fpot or wrinkle in his fight by imputation, al- 
though we, of and in ourfelves, are blotted with 
many filthy fins, which if the great mercy granted 
in Chrift did not put away, by not imputing them 
unto us of his unfpeakable mercy and love to fave 
vis, they would have brought us to everlafting dam- 
nation: and herein, and in no other, do we affirm 
ourfelves to be like unto our head Chrift, and all his 
apoftles, prophets, martyrs, and faints. And herein 
ought all chriftian men to belike them, and herein 
arc all true chriftian men and women like them, every 
one according to the meafure of the faith that God 
hath dealt unto them and to the diverfity of the gifts 
of the fpirit given unto them. But let us now con- 
fider, that if it be God's good will and pleafure to 
give his own beloved heart, that is, his beloved church, 
and the members thereof, into the hands of their 
enemies, to chaften, try, and prove them, and to 
bring them to the true unfeigned acknowledging of 
their own natural ftubb'ornnefs, difobedience towards 
God and his commandments, as touching the love 
of God and of their brethren or neighbours, and 
their natural inclination, readinefs, and defire to love 
creatures, to feek their own lufts, pleafures, and things 
forbidden of God, to obtain a true and earned re- 
, pentance, and forrowfulnefs thereof, and to make 
them figh and cry for the forgivenefs of the fame, 
and for the aid of the fpirit, daily to mortify and 
kill the faid evil defires and lufts: yea, arid 'often 
falling into grofs outward fins, as did David, Peter, 
Magdalen, and others, to rife again alfo, with a 
mighty crying for mercy, with many other caufes. 
Let us alfo coufider, what he hereafter doth with 
the fame enemies, into whofe hands' he hath given 
his tender beloved dearlings to be chaftened and 
tried : whereas he but chafteneth and crofleth them 
for a fmall while, according to his good plea- 
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fure, as all fathers do with their children, Heb; xii. 
Prov. iii. he utterly deftroyeth; yea; and everlaftingly 
damneth the unrepentant enemies. Let Herod tell mc 
what he got by killing James, and profecuting Peier 
and his church. Verily God thought him not worthy 
to have death miniflered unto him by men or angels, or 
any worthy creatures j but thofe fmall, and yet mod 
vile vermin, lice and worms, mud confume and kill 
his beaftly, vile, and tyrannous body. Pharaoh and 
Nebuchadnezzar, for all their pride and moll mighty 
power, rauft at length let God's dearlings go freely 
away out of their land, yea, out of. their bands and 
tyranny. For when it could not be obtained at their 
hands, that God's congregation might have true mercy 
miniftered unto them, but the counterfeit mercy of 
thefe our days, that is to fay, extreme cruelty, and 
even the very, and that moft horrible and cruel death, 
God arofe and awoke out of his fleep, and dcltroyed 
thofe enemies of his flock with a mighty hand and 
ftretched-out arm. Pharaoh did with moft . great 
and intolerable labours and burdens oppfcl's and bring 
under the poor lfraclities, and yet did the courtiers 
undoubtedly noife abroad, that the king was merciful 
unto them, to fuffer them to live in the land, and to 
fct them to work, that they might get them their liv- 
ings. If he could thruft them out of his land, whither 
fhould they go, like a fort of vagabonds and runagates ? 
This title and name of mere v would that tyrant have, 
and fo did his flar:cring falfe courtiers fpread his vain 
praife abroad. Have not we the like example nowa- 
days ■? O that I had now time to write certain things 
pertaining to our Winchefter's mercy ! How merciful 
he hath been to mc and my good brethren, I will not 
fpeak of, neither yet unto the duke of Suffolk's mod 
innocent daughter, and ro her as innocent hufband. 
For although their fathers were faulty, yet had their 
youth and lack of experience deferved a pardon by 
all true merciful men's judgements. O that 1 had 
time to paint out this matter aright ! but there arc 
many alive that can do it much better when 1 am 
dead. Pharaoh had his plagues ; and his moft flou- 
rifhing land was, in confequence of his counterfeit 
mercy, which was indeed right cruelty and tyranny, 
utterly deftroyed. And think you that bloody but- 
cherly biftiop of Winchcfter, and his moft bloody 
brethren fhall cfcape ? Or that England fhali for 
their offences, and efpecially for the maintenance of 
their idolatry, and wilful following of them, not abide 
as great brunts ? yes undoubtedly. 

After Mr. Rogers had been long and (trail ly im- 
prifoned, and lodged in Newgate among thieves, often 
examined, and very uncharitably treaied, and at length ■ 
. unjuftly and moft cruelly condemned by Stephen Gar- 
diner, biftiop of Winchcfter: on the fourth of Fe- 
. bruary, being Monday in the morning, he was fud- 
' denly warned by the keeper of Newgate's wife, to pre- 
pare himfclf for the fire; who being then found 
afleep, could fcarce be awaked. At length being 
raifed and awaked, and bid to make halte, Then, 
faid he, if it be fo, I need not tie my points ; and 
fo was had down, firft to bifhop lionner to be de- 
graded ; which being done, he craved of Bonner but 
one petition ; and Bonner diking what that fhould be ? 
Mr. Rogers replied, that he might fpeak a few words 
with his wife before his burning. But that could 
not be obtained of him. Then, faid he, you declare 
what your charity is; andfo he was brought into 
Smithfield by Mr. Chefter and Mr. Woodroofe, then 
iheriffs of London, there to be burnt ; at the place 
of execution, the fhcriff alked him, if he would re- 
cant his opinions ? To this he anfwercd, " 1 hat what 
he had preached, he would feal with his blood." 
Then, faid the fheriff, thou art an heretic. - To 
which Mr. Rogers replied, "That fhall be known at 
the day of judgement." Well, faid Mr. Woodroofe, 
1 will never pray for thee. But 1 will pray for you, 
faid Mr. Rogers; and fo he was brought the fame 
day, Monday, February 4th, by the fherifFs towards 
Smithfield, faying the Pfalm Mi/ercre by the way, all 
the people wonderfully rejoicing at his conftancy. 



with great praifes and thanks to God for the fame. 
And there in the prefence of Mr; Rochcfter, comp- 
troller of the queen's houfhold, fir Richard Southwell, 
both the Iheriffs, and a great number of people,, he 
was burnt to allies, wafhing his hands in the flame 
as he was burning. A little before his burning, his 
pardon was brought if he would have recanted ; buc 
he utterly refufed it. He was the firft martyr, of all 
the blelfed company that differed in queen Mary's 
time, that gave the firft adventure upon the fire. 
His wife and children, being eleven in number, ten 
able to go, and one fucking at her brcaft, met him 
by the way as he went towards Smithfield : this for- 
rowful fight of his own flefii and blood could nothing 
move him, but he conftanrly and chearfully took his 
death with wonderful patience, in the defence of the 
gofpel of Chrift. 

The LIFE Hftd MARTYRDOM of the Rev. Mr. 
LAURENCE SAUNDERS, who was burned at 
COVENTRY, February lib, 1555.. 

AFTER queen Mary,* by public proclamation, in 
the firft year of her reign, had prohibited the 
linccr'e preaching of God's holy word, feveral pious 
minifters who had the cure and charge of fouls com- 
mitted to them, did norwkhftanding, according to 
their duty, feed their flock faithfully, not as preachers 
authorized by public authority, (as the godly order 
of the realm was in the happy days of bleffed. king 
Edward) but. as the private pallors of particular flocks, 
among whom Laurence Saunders was one, a man of 
good parentage. His bringing up was in learning 
from his youth, in places meet for that purpofc, as in 
the fchool of Eaton. From whence (according to 
the manner there ufe'd) he was chofen to go to the 
king's college in Cambridge, where he continued 
a fcholar three whole years, and profited in know- 
ledge and learning very much for that time ; fhortly 
after, he did forfakc the uniyeriity, and went to his 
parents, upon whofe advice he minded to become a 
merchant, for that his mo: her,. « ho was a gentlewo- 
man of good eftimation, being left a widow, and 
having a good portion for him among his other 
brethren, the thought to fct him up wealthily, and 
fo he coming up to London, was bound apprentice 
with a merchant named fir William. Chefter. (who 
afterwards' chanced to be fhcriff. of London the fame 
year that Saunders was burnt at Covemry.) 

It happened that the maftcr, being a good man, and 
hearing his 'prentice thus in his fecret prayers in- 
wardly to mourn by himfelf, called him unto him, 
to know what the caufc was of his folitarinefs and 
lamentations: who then perceiving' him " not to fan- 
cy that kind of life, (for fo Saunders declared unto 
him) and perceiving alfo his w hole purpofc to be 
. bent to the lludy of books, and fpiritual contem- 
plation, like a good man, directed' his letters unto 
his friends, and giving him his indentures, fet him 
free. Thus Mr. Laurence Saunders being ravifhed 
with the love of learning, and efpecially with the 
reading of God's word, tarried not long in the traffic 
of merchandize, but fhordy returned to Cambridge 
again to his ftudy, where he began to add to the 
knowledge of the Latin, the ftudy of the Greek 
tongue, wherein he profited very much in a little 
time; therewith alfo he joined the ftudy of the He- 
brew. Then he gave himfelf wholly to the ftudy 
of the holy fcripture, to furnifh himfelf for the office 
of a preacher. 

In the beginning of king Edward's reign, when 
God's true religion was introduced, after licence ob- 
tained, he began to preach, and was fo well liked of 
them who then had authority, that they had appointed 
him .to read a. divinity lecture in the college at Fo- 
thringham, where, by doctrine and life, he edified the 
pious, drew many ignorant to the iruc knowledge of 
God, and flopped the mouths of adverfaries. He 
married about that time, and in the married ftate 
led a life unblameable before all men. The college 
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reader in the at Litchfield : where he fo 

behaved himfelf in teaching and living, that his very 
adverfaries did give a full report as well of his learn- 
ing, as of his piety. After a certain fpace, he de- 
parted from Litchfield to a benefice in Leicefterfhire, 
called Church-langton, where he keeping refidence 
taught diligently, and kept a liberal houfe. From 
thence he was orderly called to take a benefice in 
the city of London, named Alhallows in Bread-ftreet. 
Then he was minded to give over his cure in the 
country ; and therefore after he had taken poffeffion 
of his benefice in London, he departed from thence 
into the country, clearly to difcharge himfelf thereof. 

Sunday, October 15th, in the forenoon, he made 
a fermon in his parifh, treating on that place which 
St. Paul writeth to the Corinthians : " 1 have coupled 
you to one man, that ye fhould make yourfelves a 
chafte virgin unto Chrifl. But 1 fear left it come to 
pafs, that as the ferpent beguiled Eve, even fo your 
wits fhould be corrupt from the finglenefs which ye 
had toward Chrift." He recited the fum of that true 
chriftian doctrine, through which they were coupled 
to Chrift, to receive of him free juftification through 
faith in his blood. The papiftical doctrine he com- 
pared to the ferpent's deceiving : and left they fhould 
be deceived by it, he made a comparifon between the 
voice of God, and the voice of the popifh ferpent ; 
defcending to more particular declaration thereof, 
as it were to let them plainly fee the difference that is 
between the order of the church fervice, fet forth by 
king Edward in the Englifti tongue, and comparing 
it with the popifh fervice then ufed in the Latin 
tongue. 

firft he faid was good, becaufe it was ac- 
cording to the word' of God, I Cor. xiv. and the 
order of the primitive church. The other, he faid, 
was evil, and though in that evil, be intermingled 
fome ; good Latin words, yet was it but as a little 
honey or milk mingled with a great deal of poifon. 
In the afternoon he was ready in his church to have 
given another exhortation to his people. But the 
bifhop of London interrupted him by fending an officer 
for him. 

Mr. Saunders continued in prifon one year and three 
months. In all which fpace he fent feveral letters 
to divers men ; as one to Cranmcr, Ridley, and Lati- 
mer ; another to his wife, and alfo to others, certi- 
fying them both of the public calamity of the time, 
and alfo of his private afflictions, and of his fundry 
conflicts with his adverfaries j and in writing to his 
friend, he fpeaketh of Dr. Wefton's conferring with 
him in the prifon. 



LETTER I. 

Which the Rev. Mr. SAUNDERS fent to Bishop 
GARDINER, exculpating himfelf from CERTAIN 
CHARGES laid againjl him. 

TOUCHING the caufe of my imprifonment, I 
doubt whether I have broken any law or pro- 
clamation. In my doarine 1 did not, forafmuch as 
at that time it was permitted by the proclamation to 
ufe, according to our confeiences, fuch fervice as was 
then eftablilhed. My doarine was then agreeable 
unto my confeience and the fame fervice then ufed. 
The aa which I did (meaning his public teaching of 
God's word in his own parilh, called Alhallows in 
Bread-ftreet, in the city of London) was fuch as being 
indifferently weighed, founded to no breaking of the 
proclamation, or at leaft no wilful breaking of it, 
forafmuch as I caufed no bell to be rung, neither 
occupied I any place in the pulpit, after the order 
Of fermons or lectures. But be it that I did break 
the proclamation, this long time of continuance in 
prifon may be thought to be more than a fufficient 
punilhment for fuch a fault. 

Touching the charging of me with my religion, I fay 
with St. Paul; this I confefs, "That after the way 



which 'they call herefy, fo worfliip I the God of my 
fore-fathers, believing all things which_ are written' 
in the law and the prophets, and have Hope towards 
God," &c. Aas xxiv. And herein ftudy I to have 
always a clear confeience towards God and towards 
men ; fo that God I call to witnefs, 1 have a confei- 
ence. And this my confeience is not grounded upon 
vain fantafy, but upon the infallible verity of God's 
word, with the witneffing of his chofen church agree- 
ablCunto the fame. 

It is an eafy thing for them which take Chrift for 
their true paftor, and be the very fheep of his pafture, 
to difcern the voice of their true fhepherd, from the 
voice of wolves, hirelings, and ftrangers : forafmuch 
as Chrift faith, " My fheep hear my voice," John x. 
yea, and thereby they fhall have the gift to kriovy 
the right voice of the true fhepherd, and fo to follow 
him, and to avoid the contrary, as he alfo faith, 
" The fheep follow the fhepherd, for they know his 
voice : a ftranger they will not follow, but will fly 
from him, for they know not the voice of a ftranger." 
Such inward infpiration doth the Holy Ghoft put 
1 the children of God, being indeed taught of God, 
otherwife unable to understand the true way of 
r falvation. And although the wolf (as Chrift 
faith) comcth in fheeps cloathing, yet by their fruits 
you fhall know them. That the Romifh religion is 
ravening and wolfifh, is apparent in three principal 

^ Firft, it robbeth God of his due and only honour. 

Secondly, It taketh away the true comfort of con- 
feience, in obfeuring, or rather burying of Chrift 
and his office of falvation. 

Thirdly, It fpoileth God of his true worfhip and 
fervice in fpirit and truth, appointed in his com- 
mandments, and driveth men urito that inconvenience, 
igainft which Chrift with the prophet Ifaiah doth 
fpeak fharply 5 " This people honoureth me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They 
worfhip me in vain, teaching the doarines and pre- 
cepts of men." And in another place, ■« Ye caft 
afide the commandments of God, to maintain your 
own traditions." 

LETTER II. 
From the Rev. Mr. AUNDERS to his WIFE. 

GRACE, mercy, and peace in Chrift our Lord, 
intirely beloved wife, even as unto my own foul 
and body, fo do I daily in my hearty prayer wifh unto 
you ; for I do daily, twice at leaft, in this fort re- 
member you. And I do not doubt, dear wife, but 
that both I and you, as we are written in the book of 
life, fo we fhall together enjoy the fame everlaftingly, 
through the grace and mercy of God our dear Father, 
in his Son our Chrift. And for this prefent life, let 
us wholly appoint ourfelvcs to the will of our good 
God, to glorify him either by life or by death ; and 
even that fame merciful Lord make us worthy to 
honour him cither way as pleafeth him, Amen. I 
am chearful, I thank my God and my Chrift, in 
whom and through whom I fhall (1 know) be able 
fight a good fight, and finifh a gobd courfe, and 
;n receive the crown, which is laid up in ftore for 



then ri- 
me, and all the true foldiers of Chrift. Wherefore, 
wife, let us, in the name of our God, fight luftily 
to overcome the flefti, the devil, and the world. 
What our harnefs and weapons be in this kind of 
fight, look in the lixth chapter unto the Ephcfians, 
and pray, pray, pray. I would that you make 'no 
fuit for rue in any wife. Thank you knbw whom, 
for her moft fweet and comfortable putting me in re- 
membrance of my journey whither I am paffing. 
God fend us all good fpced, and a joyful meeting. 
I have too few fuch friends to further me in that 
journey, which is indeed the greateft friendfhip. 
The bleffing of God be with you all, Amen. - 

A prifoner in the Lord. L. SAUNDERS. 
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•The conftancy of this .faithful fervaht of Chrift, even 
unt'o the death, is fufficiently manifefted and declared 
by his valiant conteft with thofc two powerful enemies, 
Antichrift and death: to neither of thefe did he give 
place, and in the end got the viclory over them both. 

When Mr. Saunders was in prifon, an order was fenc 
to the keeper, that no perfon fhould fpeak with him ; 
but his wife coming to the. prifon-gatc with her young 
child in her arms, to vifit her hufband, the keeper, 
though he durft not, on account of his charge, fuffer 
her to come into the prifon, yet he took the infant out 
of her arms, and brought him unto his father. Mr. 
Saunders, feeing the child, faid, that he rejoiced more 
to have fucb a boy, than he mould if two thoufand 
pounds were given him. And to the ftanders-by, who 
praifed the goodlinefs of the child, he faid, " What man 
fearing God, would not lofe his life, rather than by 
prolonging it, he mould adjudge this boy to be a baf- 
tard, his wife a whore, and himfelf a whoremonger? 
Yea, if there were no other caufe, for which a man of 
my eftate mould lofe his life, yet who would not give 
it, to vouch this child to be legitimate, and his mar- 
riage to be lawful and holy ?" 

After this good and faithful martyr had been kept 
in prifon one year and a quarter, the bifhops at length 
called him, as they did his fellow-prifoners, openly to 
be examined ; and the purport of his examination, as 
written by himfelf, here followeth. 

the EXAMINATION of the Rev. Mr. SAUNDERS 
before the QUEEN 's COUNCIL ; GARDINER, 
Bishop of WINCHESTER, the then CHANCEL- 
LOR, and other BISHOPS, being prefent. 

In this examination the Lord Chancellor thus fpake: 

Lord Chancellor. 

IT is not unknown that you have been a prifoner 
for fuch abominable hercfies and falfe doctrine as 
have been fown by you ; and now it is thought good 
that mercy be fliewed to fuch as feek for it. Where- 
fore if now you will ihew yourfclf conformable, and 
come home again, mercy is ready. We rriuft fay that 
we .have fallen in manner all : but now we are rifen 
again, and returned to the catholic church; you mult 
rife with us, and come home unto it. Give us forth- 
with a diredb anfwer. 

Saunders. My lord, and my lords all, may it pleafe 
your honours to give mc leave to anfwer with delibc- 

Cbancellor. Leave off your painting and pride of 
fpecch : for fuch is the fafhion of you all, to pleafe 
yourfelves in your glorious words. - Anfwer yes, or no. 

Saunders. My lord, it is no time for me now to paint. 
And as for pride, there is no great caufe why it fliould be 
in me; my learning 1 confefs to be but frtiall ; and as 
for riches or worldly wealth, I have none at all. Not- 
withftanding, it ftandeth me in hand to anfwer your de- 
mand circumfpccUy, confidering that one of thefe two 
extreme perils is like to fall upon me, the lofing of a 
good confeience, or the lofing of this my body and life. 
And I tell you truth, I love both life and liberty, if I 
could enjoy them without the hurt of my confeience. 

Chancellor. Confeience? you have none at all, but 
pride and arrogancy, dividing yourfelves by lingularity 
from the church. 

Saunders. The Lord is the knower of all men's con- 
fciences. And where your lordfhip layeth to my charge 
this dividing myfelf from the church, (as you do mean, 
and is now among you concluded upon, and I do un- 
derftand) I do allure you that I live in the faith wherein 
I have been brought, up fincc I was fourteen years of 
age, being taught that the power of the bifhop of Rome 
is but ufurped, with many other abufes fpringing there- 
of. Yes, this I have received even at your hands that 
are here prefent, as a thing agreed upon by the catholic 
church and public authority. 

Chancellor. But have you received by coufent and 
9- 



authority all your herefics of the blcfii'd facramcnt of 
the altar? 

Saunders. My lord, it-is left offence to cut off an 
arm, hand, or joint of man, than to cut off the head. 
For the man may live though he doth lofe an arm, hand, 
or joint; but he cannot without his head. Now you, 
all the whole fort of you, had agreed to cut off the fu- 
premacyof the bifhop of Rome, whom now you will 
have to be the head of the church again. 

Bi/bop of London. And if it pleafe your lordfhip, I 
have his hand againft the bleffed facrament. How fay 
you to that ? 

Saunders. What I have written, that I have written, 
and further I will not accufe -myfelf. Nothing have 
you to burden me withal, for breaking of your laws 
fince they were in force. 

Chancellor. Well, you are obftinate, and refufe liberty. 

Saunders. My lord, I may not buy liberty at fuch a 
price : but I befeech your honours to be means to the 
queen's majefty for fuch a pardon for us, that we may 
live and keep our confeiences unclogged, and we fliall 
live as moft obedient fubjecls. Orherwife, I mull fay 
for myfelf, that by God's grace I will abide the utmofl 
■ extremity that man may do againft me, rathei* than acl: 
againft my confeience. 

Chancellor. Ah firrah, you will live as you like. The 
Donatifts did dcfire. to live in lingularity; but indeed 
they were not fit to live on earth : no more are you, 
and that you fhall underftand within thefe feven days ; 
and therefore away with him. 

Saunders. Welcome if, whatfocver the will of God 
(hall be, either life or death. And I tejl you truly, 1 
have learned to die. But I exhort you to beware of 
fbedding of innocent blood. Truly it will cry. The 
Spirit of God reft upon all your honours, Amen. This 
is the fum and form of my firft examination. Pray; &c. 

This examination being ended, the officers led him 
out of the place, and ftayed until the reft of his fellow- 
i prifoners were likewife examined, that they might have 
them altogether to prifon. Laurence Saunders, ftand- 
ing among the officers, feeing there a great multitude 
of people, fpoke freely, warning them ail of that which 
by their falling from Chrift to Antichrift they deferved ; 
and therefore exhorting them by repentance to rife 
again, and to embrace Chrift with ftronger faith, to 
confefs him to the end, in the defiance of Antichrift, 
fin, death, and the devil : fo fhould they retain the 
Lord's favour and blefling. 

Having been excommunicated and delivered over to 
the fecular power, he was brought by the fheriffs of Lon- 
don to the Compter, a prifoner in his own parifhof Bread- 
ftrcct, whereat he rejoiced greatly, both becaufe he found 
there a fellow-prilbner, Mr. Cardmaker, with whom he 
had much chriftian and comfortable difcouTfe ; and be- 
caufe out of prifon, as before out of a pulpit, he might 
have an opportunity of preaching to his parifhioners. 

On the fourth day of February, Bonner, bifliop of 
London, came to the prifon to degrade him : which 
when he had done, Mr. Saunders faid to him, " I thank 
God I am none of your church." 

The day following in the morning, the fheriff of 
London delivered him to certain of the queen's guard, 
which were appointed to carry him to the city of Co- 
ventry, there to be burned. 

When they were arrived at Coventry, a poor fhoe- 
maker, who ufed to ferve him with fhoes, came to him, 
and faid, O my good mafter, God ftrengthen and com- 
fort you. Good fhoemaker, (Mr. Saunders replied) 
and 1 dcfire thee to pray for me, for I am the moft unfit 
man for this high office, that ever was appointed to it : 
but my gracious God and dear Father is able to make 
me ftrong enough. The fame night he was put into the 
common jail among other prifoners, where he flcpt 
little, but fpent the night in prayer, and inftrudting 
of others. 

The next day, being the eighth of February, he was 
led to the place of execution in the park, without the 
A a — B b city. 
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city, going in an old gown and a fhirt,. bare-footed, and 
oftentimes fi 11 fl.it on the ground, and prayed. When 
he was come nigh 10 the place, the officer appointed to 
fee the execution done, faid to Mr. Saunders, that he 
was one of them who marred the queen's realm with 
falfe doctrine and herefy, w herefore thou haft dcferved 
death: but yet if thou wilt revoke thine herefies, the 
queen hath pardoned thee : if not, yonder fire is pre- 
pared for thee. To u hom Mr. Saunders anfwercd, It 
is not i, nor my fellow -preachers of God's truth, that 
have hurt the queen's realm, but it is yourfclf, and fuch 
as you are, which have always refilled God's holy word ; 
it is you who have and do marr the queen's realm. I 
do hold no herefies, but the doctrine ol God, the bleffed 
gofpelof Chrift; that hold I, that believe I, that have 
I taught, and that will 1 never revoke. With that, this 
tormentor cried, Away with him. And away from 
him went Mr. Saunders,, with a chearful courage, 
towards the fire. He fell to the ground, and prayed : 
he rofe up again and took the ftakc to which he ihould 
be chained, .in his arms, and killed it, laying, Wel- 
come the Croft of Chrift, welcome everlafting life: and j 
being fattened to the ftakc, and tire put to him, full 
fwcetlyhe flcpt in the Lord. ) 

Mr. Saunders often told his friends, that many would 
fuft'er,. if ever Mary attended throne. He knew the 
temper of that princefs, and probably it was that which 
.madchim expect fuffcrings. 

Some modern unbelievers have faid, that the martyrs 
had good hetiifs, but confuted heads j and to ibis they 
have added, Mat they were madmen. Supposing we ' 
fliould turn argument againft the deifis, by begging 
the queftion, and ufked them, whether Socrates, whom 
they io much glory in, was a madman, for alibi-ting 
that there was but one divine being? For this crime 
.{if it was one) Socrates futtered death, by being con- 
demned to- drjnk the hemlock. Now let any man read 
the Phsedon of Plato, and then let him anfweir whether 
Socrates did not die an enthutiaft. 

It is alfo faid, they had good hearts, but their heads 
were not clear. Let us admit the affertion to be true, 
and let : iis confider the circumdances from which it 
took its rife. The whole truth will appear from a 
careful attention to the following things : 

Firft, many of thefe men had, from motives of con- 
fcience, ieft that fyftem of fuperftition in which they 
had been educated, and embraced the truth perhaps 
in a more violent manner than was conliftent with that 
calmnefs of reflection, which mull, at all times, con- 
duct thofe to the knowledge of the truth, who would 
willingly obey the gofpel. 

Secondly, It may be obferved, that however de- 
firable it may be to have a head w e!l informed, it is 
much better to have a good heart. A man may have 
much knowledge, and at the fame time be deftitute of 
piety. There have been many learned men who were ' 
it rangers to religion ; there have^been fufferers for the 
truth, who knew but little of what is commonly called 
human knowledge. 

Laftly, Let. them confider the circumftances of the 
times: light breaking out from darknefs is apt to be- 
wtlder-thc rational faculties; and men are frequently 
.led into extravagancies, without any intention to de- 
ceive. Indeed, the martyrs knew they had nothing to 
expect but fuli'erings j and therefore they thought they 
might avow their fentiments. 

This may ferve to lhew, that all the objections which, 
from time to time, have been brought againft the mar- 
tyrs, are extremely iniignificant, and not worthy of a 
ferious anfwer. 

We fhall here relate the converfation which palled 
between Mr. Saunders, in the beginning of his troubles, 
and Dr. Pendleton. 

A CONVERSATION between the Rev. Mr. LAU- 
RENCE SAUNDERS and Dr. PENDLETOi*. 

AT the change of religion in this realm, and the 
beginning of queen Mary's reign, doctor Pendle- 
ton and Mr. Saunders, men known to the world, not 



only to be learned, but alfo earned preachers of God's 
word in the. time of bleffed king Edward, met together 
in the country, where by oc'calion they were at that 
time, and as the cafe required (by reafon of the perfe- 
cution that was then at hand) fell to debate what was 
belt for them to do in fo dangerous a feafon. Whereunto 
Mr. Saunders, whether through very frailty of his weak 
flelh, that was loth to tafle the bitter cup, though his 
fpirit was ready thereunto: or whether it were upon the 
miftruft of his own ftrength, that he might receive the 
greater power from above ; or whether it were not for 
any one of the faid caufes alone, but for both together, 
or fuch like ; feemed fd fearful and feeble-fpirited, that 
he fhewed himfelf in appearance, like either to fall quite 
from God and his word, which he had taught, or at 
leaft, to fly the land, rather than flick to his profeffion. 
Whereas Dr. Pendleton took upon him to comfort 
Mr. Saunders all that he might (who, on the contrary 
fide, appeared not fo big of body, but as bold in cou- 
rage, nor fo earneit before in the pulpir, but as ready 
now to feal the fame with his blood), admonifhing him, 
as he could do it v^ry well, not to iorfake cowardly his 
flock when he had moft need to defend them from the 
wolf; neither having put his hand to God's plough, to 
ftart now afide, and give it over ; nor yet (what is worft 
of all) having once forfaken Antichrift, to fall either 
himfelf", or fuller others by his example to return to 

After which, and fuch like perfi.iafions, bidding him 
be of good comfort, and to take a goc.cl hear: unto him ; 
What, man! (laid he) there is a great deal more caufe 
in me to be afraid than in you : forafmuch as you fee, I 
carry a greater mafs of flefli upon my back tnan you do ; 
and being fo laden with a heavier lump of the vile 
carcafe, ought therefore of nature to be more frail than 
, you: and yet, laid he, 1 will fee the laft drop of this 
j greafeof mine melted away, and the laft particle of this 
flelh continued to allies, before I will forfake God and 
! his truth. Whereunto the other anfwered but little, 
j wifhing that God would give him more ftrength than 
j he then felt in himfeli, acknowledging his own weak- 
nefs; but confented notwithftanding, though it were 
fomcwhat faintly, to join with him in the profeffion of 
the gofpel, and fo to go up to London, and fet forth the 
fame ; whereupon they gave each other their hands. 

Now when they were come to London, behold, what 
a great change was there between thefe two perfons 1 
The poor, feeble, and faint-hearted Saunders, by the 
goodnefs of Almighty God, taking heart of grace to 
him, feeking the fame in humility, boldly and ftoutly 
confirmed his flock out of the pulpit, \vhere his charge 
lay, mightily beating down Antichrift, and zealoufly 
preaching Chrift his matter,. lor which he afterwards 
fuft'ered mpft willingly, as is before declared. Whereas, 
on the other fide, Dr. Pendleton the proud (who, as it 
appeared by the fequel, had been more ftout in words 
than conftant in deeds, and a greater boafter than a good 
warrior) no foonercame to London, than he changed his 
mind, and played the apoftate, preaching, inffead of 
found doctrine, nothing almoft but errors and lies,, 
advancing Antichrift, and overthrow ing Chrift with all 
his might : fo his former boldnefs came to nothing, 
unlcfs it were a contrary key, becoming*of a faithtul 
paftor, a falfe runagate ;,and of a true preacher, a fvvorn 
enemy to God's everlafting teftamcnt ; to the great of- 
fence t>t his brethren, the hurt of his flock, and the utter 
undoing, without God's greater mercy, of his own foul. 
! Wherein is efpeclally to be confidered the deep and 
• marvellous judgement of God, who as he can and doth 
: make lirong whom he pleafeth, when he fecth his time, 
j and molt commonly fucn as appear moft feeble; fo on 
! the other hand, he throweth down others, feem they 
] ever fo ftout, (land they ever fo much in their own 
I conceits. Wherefore let him that ftandeth take heed 
! he fall not; and let us pray continually to Almighty 
j God, though we have faith, that he will help and in- 
; creafe our faith, that in him it may be made ftrongr, 
j which of itfelf is fo weak, that it is foon overthrown. 
I While this good man was confined in prifon, he did 
j not pal", all his time in unfruitful idlenefs, but ftill from 
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time to time did vifit his friends, (as is faid) and efpe- II Ferrar, Dr. Taylor, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Philpot, Mr. 
cially his wife, with many letters j particularly bifhop and Mrs. Harrington and other friends. 



CHAP. II. 



the LIFE and MARTYRDOM of JOHN HOOPER, Bishop of WORCESTER and GLOUCESTER, 
who was Burned for maintaining and defending the TRUE RELIGION, February yth, 1555. 



JOHN HOOPER, ftudent and graduate in the 
univerfity of Oxford, after the ftudy of the 
Sciences, wherein he had abundantly profited 
and proceeded, was ftirred with fervent defire to 
the love and knowledge of the fcriptures. Growing 
more and more, by God's grace, in ripencfs and fpi- 
ritual undcrftanding, and fhewing withal fome fparkles 
of his fervent fpirit, being then about the beginning 
of the fix articles, in the time of king Henry VI II. 
fell quickly into difpleafurc, and hatred of certain doc- 
tors in Oxford, who by and by began to (fir coals 
againft him, whereby, and efpccially by ihe procure- 
ment of Dr. Smith, he was compelled to quit the uni- 
verfity; and removing from thence, whs retained in 
the houfc of Sir Thomas Arundel, and there was his 
fteward, till the time that Sir Thomas Arundel, having 
intelligence of his opinions and religion, which he in no 
cafe did favour, and yet exceedingly favouring the per- 
fon and conditions of the man, found the means to fend 
him with a meffage to the bifhop of Winchester, writing 
his letter privily to the bifhop, by conference o; learning 
to do. fome good unto him, but in any cafe requiring 
him to fend home his fervant to him again. 

Wincheftcr, after long conference with Mr. Hooper, 
four or five days together, at length perceiving, that 
neither he could' do that good which he thought to him, 
nor that he would take any good at his hand, according 
to Mr. Arundel's requeft, he fent home his fervant 
again, right-well commending his learning and v\it, 
but yet bearing in his brcaft a grudge againft Mr. 
Hooper. 

Not long after this, as malice is always working mif- 
chief, intelligence was given to Mr. Hooper to provide 
for himfelf, for danger was working againft him: 
whereupon Mr. Hooper left Mr. Arundel's houfe, and 
borrowing a horfe of a certain friend (whofe life he had 
faved a little before from the gallows), took his journey 
to the fea-fide to go to France, fending back the horfe 
again by one, who indeed did not deliver him to the 
owner. Mr. Hooper being at Paris, tarried there not 
long, but in a fhort time returned into England again, 
and was retained by Mr. Scntlow, till the time that he 
was again moleftcd and fought for; whereby he was 
compelled (under the pretence of being captain of a 
fhip going to Ireland) to take to the feas, and fo efcaped 
(although not without extreme peril of drowning) 
through Fiance, to the higher parts of Germany. 
Where, commencing acquaintance with learned men, 
lie was by them friendly and lovingly entertained, both 
at Bafil, and especially at Zurich, by Mr. Bullinger, 
being his Angular friend. Where alfo he married his 
wife, who was a Burgonian, and applied very ftudioufly 
to the Hebrew tongue. 

At length, when God faw it good to ftay the bloody 
time of the fix articles, and to give us king Edward to 
reign over this realm, with fome peace and relt unto 
the church, r.mongft many other Englifh exiles, who 
then repaired homeward, Mr. Hooper alfo, moved 
in confeience, thought not to abfent himfelf, but feeing 
fuch a time and occafion, offered to help forward the 
Lord's work, to the uttcrmolt of his ability. And co- 
ming to Mr. Bullinger, and other of his acquaintance 
in Zurich, (as duty required) to give them thanks for 
their lingular kindnefsand humanity towards him many 
ways declared, with like humanity again propofed to 



take his leave of them at his departing, and fo he did. 
Unto whom Mr. Bullinger (who had always a fpecial 
favour to Mr. Hooper) fpake on this wife: " Mr. 
Hooper, (faith he) although vvcareforry to part with your 
company for our own caufc, yet much greater caufe have 
we to rejoice, both for your fake, and efpecially for the 
caufe of Chrift's true religion, that you fhall now return 
•out of long banifhment into your native country again, 
where not only you may enjoy your own private liberty, 
but alfo the caufe and ftatcof Chrift's church by you may 
fare the better, as we doubt not but it will. Another 
caufe moreover why we rejoice with you and for you, is 
this; that you fhall remove not only out of exile into li- 
berty, but you fhall leave here a barren, a four, and an 
unpleafant country, rude and favage, and fhall go into a 
land flowing with milk and honey, replenifhed with all 
pleafurc and fertility. Notwithstanding, with this our 
rejoicing one fear and care wc have, left you being ab- 
fent, and fo far diftant from us, or elfe coming to fuch 
abundance of wealth and felicity, in your new welfare 
and plenty of all things, and in your flourifhing honours, 
where you fhall come peradventure to be a bifhop, and 
where you fhall find fo many new friends, you will forget 
us your old acquaintance and w ell-w ifhers. Neverthe- 
less, howfoever you fhall forget and fhake us off, yet this 
perfuade yourfclf, that we will not iorget our old friend 
and fellow Mr. Hooper. And if you will pleafe not to 
forget us, then I pray you let us hear from you." 

Whcreunto Mr. Hooper anfwering again, firft gave 
to Mr. Bullinger and the reft hearty thanks, for that 
their Angular good will and undeferved affection, ap- 
pearing not only now, but at all times towards him; de- 
claring moreover, that as the principal caufe of his re- 
moving to his country was the matter of religion; fo 
touching the unplcafantnefs and barrennefs of that coun- 
try of trior's, there was no caufe therein why he could 
not find in his heart to continue his life there, as foon as 
in any place in the world, and rather than in his own na- 
tive country, if there were nothing elfe in his confeience 
that moved him fo to do. . And as touching the forget- 
ting of his old friends, although, faid he, the remem- 
brance of a man's country naturally doth delight him, 
neither could he deny but God had bleffed his country 
of England with many great commodities; yet neither 
the nature, of country, norpleafure of commodities, nor 
newnefs of friends fliould ever induce him to the oblivion 
of fuch friends and benefactors, whom he wasfo intirely 
bound unto; and therefore you fhall be fure, faid he, 
from time to time to hear from me, and I will write 
unto you how it goeth with me. But the laft news of 
all I fhall not be able to w rite; for there, faid he, (taking 
Mr. Bullinger by the hand) where I fhall take moft 
pains, there fhall you hear of me to be burned to afhes; 
and that fhall be the laft news, which I fhall not be able 
to write unto you, but you fhall hear of me, &c. 

When Mr. Hooper had taken his farewel of Mr. 
Bullinger, and his lriends in Zurich, he repaired again 
into England in the reign of king Edward the fixth, 
and coming to London, ufed continually to preach, 
moft times twice, at leaft once every day. 

In his iermons, according to. his accuftomed man- 
ner, he corrected fin, and fharply inveighed againft the 
iniquity of the world, and corrupt abufes of the 
church. 

His- life was fo pure and good, that no kind of flandcr 
(although 
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(although fpme went about to revile him) could faften- 
any fault upon. him. He was of body ftrpng, his health 
whole and found, his wit very pregnant, his invincible 
patience able to fuftain whatsoever finifter fortune and 
adverfity could do. He was conftant of judgment, 
fpare of diet, fparer of words, and fpareft of time. 
In houfe-keeping very liberal, and fometimcs more 
free than his living would extend unto. 

Once an honeft citizen, having in himfelf a certain 
conflict of confcience, came to his door for counfel, but 
being abafhed at his aufterc behaviour, durft not come 
in, but departed, feeking remedy for his troubled mind 
at other men's hands, which he afterwards, hy the help 
of Almighty God, did find arid obtain. Therefore, in 
my judgment, fuch as are appointed and made gover- 
nors over the flock of Chrift, to teach and inftruct them, 
.ought fo to frame their life, manners, countenance, and 
external behaviour, as neither to fhew themfelves too 
familiar and light, whereby to be brought into con- 
tempt ; nor on the other fide again, that they appear 
more lofty and rigorous, than appertaineth to the edi- 
fying of the fimple flock of Chrift. 

Alter he had practifed himfelf in this popular and 
common kind of preaching ; at length, and that not 
without the great profit of many, he was called to preach 
before the king's majefty, and foon after made bifhop 
of Gloucefter by the king's commandment. In that of- 
fice he continued two years, and behaved himfelf fo 
well, that his very enemies (except it were for his good 
doings and fKarp correcting of fin) could find no fault 
-with him, and after that he was made bifhop of Wor- 
ceftcr. ■ : 

But I cannot tell what fimftcrand unlucky contention 
concerning the ordering and confecration of bifhops, 
and of their apparel, with other fuch like trifles, began 
to difturb the good beginning of this bifhop. For not- 
withstanding that godly reformation of religion that be- 
gun in the church of England, belides other ceremonies 
more ambitious than profitable, or tending to edification, 
they ufed to wear fuch garment and apparel as the po- 
pifh bifhops were wont to do: firfi a chymere, and un- 
der that a white rochet, then a mathematical cap with 
four angles, dividing the whole world into four parts. 
Thefe trifles tending more to fuperftition than other- 
wife, as he could never abide, fo in no wife could he 
be perfuaded to wear them. For this caufe lie made 
fupplication to the king's niajcfty, moft humbly de- 
firing his highnefs, cither to' difchargc him of the 
bifhopric, or elfe to difpenfe with him for fuch cere- 
monial orders. Whofc petition the king granted im- 
mediately, writing his letter to the arclibifhop after this 
purport. 

KING EDWARD VI. his LETTER to tbe Arch- 
bishop of CANTERBURY, and other Bishops. . 

RIGHT reverend father, and right trufty and well- 
beloved, we greet you well. Whereas we, by 
the advice of our council, have called and chofen our 
right well-beloved and well worthy, Mr. John Hooper, 
profeflbr of divinity, to be our bifhop of Gloucefter, 
as well for his great knowledge, deep judgment, and 
long ftudy both in the fcriptures, and prophane learn- 
ing, as alfofor his good difcrction, ready utterance, and 
honeft life for that kind of vocation: to the intent all our 
loving fubjedts, which are in his faid charge, and elfc- 
wherc, might by his found and true doctrine learn the 
better their duty towards God, their obedience towards 
us, and love towards their neighbours; from confecrat- 
ing of whom we underltand you do flay, becaufc he 
would have you omit and let pafs certain rites and 
ceremonies offenfive to his confcience, whereby ye think 
ye fhould fall in premunire of laws; we have thought 
good, by the advice aforefaid, to difpenfe and difchargc 
you of all manner of dangers, penalties and forfeitures, 
you fliall run and be in any manner of way, by omit- 
ting any of the fame. And thefe our letters fhall be 
your fufficient warrant and difcharge therefore. 



Given under our fignet at our Cattle of.Wind- 
for, the fifth of Augufl-, the 4th year . of our 
reign. 

ED. SOMERSET W. PAGET 

W. WILTSHIRE AN. WlNGFIELD 

W. NORTH N. WOOTON. 

A LETTER from the Earl of WARWICK, to the 
Archbishop of CANTERBURY, to this EffeSi, that 
Mr. HOOPER might not be burdened ivith the Oath, 
ufed commonly in the Confecration o/'Bifhops. 

. A FTER my moft hearty commendations to your 
XJk. grace, thefe may be to defire the fame, that in 
fuch reafonable things, wherein this bearer, my lord 
elect of Gloucefter, craveth to be borne withal at your 
hands, you would vouchfafe to fhew him your grace's 'fa- 
vour, the rather at this my inftance: which thing partly 
I have taken in hand by the king's majefty's own mo- 
tion. Tiie matter is weighed by his highnefs, none 
other but that your grace may eafily condefcend unto. 
The principal caufe is, that you .would not charge this 
faid bearer with an oath burdenfome to his confcience. 
And fo for lack ofjimc I commit your grace to the tui- 
tion of Almighty God. From Weftminfter, Juiy 23, 
I5SO- 

Your grace's moft aflured loving friend, 
J. WARWICK. 

But notwithstanding this grant of the king, and alfo 
the earl's letter aforefaid, the bifhops (till flood earneftly 
in the defence of the aforefaid ceremonies, faying, it was 
but a fmall matter, and that, the fault was in the abufe 
of the things, and not in the things themfelves ; ad- 
ding moreover,, that he ought not to be fo ftubborn in 
fo light a matter, and that his wilfulnefs therein was not 
to be fuffcred. . - 

To be fhort, whilft both parties thus contended about 
this matter more than reafon would, in the. mean time 
occafion was given, as to the true chriftians to lament, 
fo to the adverfaries to rejoice. In conclufion, this 
theological contention came to this end, that, the bi- 
fhops having the upper hand, Mr. Hooper was fain to 
agree to this condition, that fometimcs he fhould in 
his fermons fhew himfelf apparelled as the other bifhops 
were. Wherefore being appointed to preach before 
the king, as a new player in a ftrange apparel, he 
cometh forth on the ftage. His upper garment was a 
long fcarlet chymere down to the foot, and under that a 
white linen rochet, that covered all his fhoulders. 
Upon his head he had a geometrical, that is, a four- 
fquared cap, albeit that his head was round. What 
caufe of fhame the ftrangenefs hereof was that day to 
that good preacher, every man may eafily judge. But 
this private injury and reproach, in refpect of the pub- 
lic profit of the church, which he only fought, he bore 
and fufFered patiently. 

It nov remaineth to record the godly reconciliation 
of thefe good men, in time of profecution, as appearcth 
from the following letter, fent from bifhop Ridley to the 
bifhop of Gloucefter, of which, as it was written in 
Latin, the following is a faithful tranflation into Eng- 
lifli. 

A LETTER of RECONCILIATION from Bishop 
RIDLEY, to JOHN HOOPER, Bishop of GLOU- 
CESTER. 

TO my dear brother, and reverend fellow elder in 
Chrift, John Hooper, grace and peace. My 
dearly beloved brother and fellow elder, whom I rever- 
ence in the Lord, pardon me, I befeech you, that hitherto 
fince your captivity and mine, I have not faluted you 
[ by my letters : whereas I do indeed confefs, I have re- 
i ceived from you (fuch was your gcntlenefs) two letters 
'1 at fundry times: but yet at fuch time as I could not be 



Q.Mary. A. D. 1555.] The LIFE of Dr. HOOPER, BISHOP of GLOUCESTER, &c. 67 



fuffered to write to you again ; or if 1 might, yet was I 
ih doubt how my letters might fafely come into your* 
hands. But now, my dear brother, (brafmuch as I un- 
derftand by your works, which I have but fupcrficially 
feen, that we thoroughly agree and wholly confent toge- 
ther in thofe things which are the grounds and fubftan- 
tial points of our religion, againft which the world fo 
furioufly rageth in thefe our days, howfoever in time 
pad by certain bye-matters and circumftahces of reli- 
gion, your wifdom and my fimplicity (I grant) hath a 
little jarred, each of us following the abundance of his 
own fenfe and judgment ; now, I fay, be you affured, 
that even with my whole heart, God is my witnefs, in 
the bowels of Chrift I love you in the truth and for the 
truth's fake, which abideth in us, and, as I am per- 
fuaded, fhall, by the grace of God, abide in us for ever- 

And becaufe the world, as I perceive, brother, ceafeth 
not to play his pageant, and bufily confpireth againft 
Chrift our Saviour, with all poffible force and power, 
exalting high things againft the knowledge of God ; 
let us join hands together in Chrift, and, if we cannot 
overthrow, yet, to our power, and as much as in us 
licth, let us fhake thefe high altitudes, not with car- 
nal, but with fpiritual weapons : and withal, brother, 
let us prepare ourfelves to the day of our diffolution, 
by the which, after the fhort time of this bodily afflic- 
tion, by the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift we fhall 
triumph together with him in eternal glory. 

I pray you, brother, falute in my name your rcve- . 
0%f\d fellow prifoner, and venerable father, D. C. by 
whom, fince the firft day that I heard of his moft 
godly and. fatherly conftancy, in confeffing the truth of 
the gofpcl, I have conceived great confolation and joy 
in the Lord. For the integrity and uprightnefs of that 
man, his gravity and innocency, all England, 1 think, 
hath known long ago. Bleffed be God therefore, which 
in fuch abundance of iniquity and decay of all godli- 
nefs, hath given unto us, in this reverend old age. fuch 
a witnefs for the truth of his gofpel. Miferable and 
hard-hearted is he, whom the gqdlinefs and conftant 
confeffion of fo worthy, fo grave, and innocent a man, 
will not move to acknowledge and confefs the truth of 
God. 

I do not how, brother, require you to write any thing 
to me again: for 1 ftand much in fear, left your letters 
ihould be intercepted before they can come to my hands. 
Neverthelcfs know you, that it fhall be to my great 
joy of your Conftancy and fortitude in the Lord's quar- 
rel. And albeit I have not hitherto written unto you, 
yet have I twice, as I could, fent unto you my mind 
touching the matter which in your letters you required 
to know. Neither can I yet, brother, be otherwife 
perfuaded : 1 fee methinks fo' many perils, whereby I 
am earneftly moved to counfcl you not to haften the 
publifhing of your works, efpecially under the title of 
your own name. For I fear greatly, left by this occa- 
fion both your, mouth fhould be flopped hereafter, and 
all things taken away from the reft of the prifoners, 
whereby otherwife, if it fo pleafe God, they may be 
able to do good to many. Farewel in the Lord, my 
moft dear brother ; and if there be any more in prifon 
with you for Chrift's fake, 1 befcech you, as you may, 
falute them in my name. To whofe prayers I do moft 
humbly and heartily commend myfelf and my fellow- 
prifoncrs and concaptives in the Lord, and yet once 
again, and for ever in Chrift, my moft dear brother, 
farewel. 

N. RIDLEY. 

After this difcord, and not a little vexation about vef- 
tures, at length, Mr. Hooper entering into his diocefe, 
did there employ his time which the Lord lent him un- 
der king Edward's reign, with fuch diligence, as may 
be a fpectacle to all bifhops who fliall ever hereafter fuc- 
ceed him, not only in that place, but in whatfoever dio- 
cefe through the whole realm of England: fo careful 
was he in his cure, that he left neither pains untaken, 
nor ways unfought, how to train up the flock of Chrift 

9^ 



in the true word of falvation, continually labouring in 
the fame. Other men are commonly wont, for lucre or 
promotion's fake, to afpire to bifhoprics, fome hunting, 
for them, and fome purchafing or buying them, as men 
ufc to purchafe lordlhips 5 and when they have them; 
are loth to leave them, and thereupon alfo loth to com- 
mit that thing by worldly laws; whereby to lofe them. 

To this fort of men, Dr. Hooper was quite contrary, 
who abhorred nothing more than gain, labouring al- 
ways to fave and preferve the fouls of his flock j who, 
being bifhop of two diocefes, fo ruled and guided either 
of . them, andboth together, as though he had in charge 
but one family. No father in his houfhold, no gar- 
dener in his garden, nor hufbandmen in his vineyard, 
was more or better occupied, than he in his diocefe 
amongft his flock, going about his towns and villages 
in teaching and preaching to the people there. The 
time that he had to fpare from preaching, he bellowed 
either in hearing public caufes, or elfe in private ftudy, 
prayer, and vifitingof fchools: with his continual doc- 
trine he adjoined due and difcreet correction, not fo 
much fevere to any, as to thofe who for' abundance of 
riches and wealthy ftatc, thought they might do what 
they pleafed. And doubtlefs he fpared no kind of peo- 
ple, but was indifferent to all, as well rich as poor, to 
the great fhame of many men in thefe days; whereof 
we fee fo many addicted to the pleafing of the great and 
rich, that in the mean time they have no regard to the 
meaner fort whom Chrift hath bought as dearly as the 
other. But to return to Dr. Hooper, whofe life was 
fuch, that to the church and all churchmen, it might be 
a light and example, to the reft a perpetual leffon and 
fernion. Finally, how virtuous and good a bifhop 
he was, you may conceive and know evidently by this, 
that even as he was hated by none but of them which 
were evil, yet the worft of them all could not reprove 
his life- in any one particular. Nor was this' good bi- 
fhop It-fs exemplary in his private, than in his public 
character. At home, in his domeftic concerns, he 
exhibircd an example of a worthy prelate's life » for he 
beftovved the moft part of his care upon the public flock 
and congregation of Chrift, for which alfo he fpent 
his blood : yet neverthelefs there was nothing wanting 
in him, to bring up his own children in learning and 
good manners; infomuch that it is difficult to fay, 
whether he deferved more praife for his fatherly ufage 
at home, or his public conduct abroad. For every- 
where he kept one religion in one uniform doctrine and 
integrity. So that if you entered into the bifhop's pa- 
lace, you would fuppofe yourfelf to have entered into 
fome church or temple. In every corner thereof there 
was the beauty of virtue, good example, honeft con- 
vention, and reading of the holy fcriptures. There 
was not to be feen in his houfe any courtly rioting or 
idlcnefs ; no pomp, no difhoneft word, no fwearing, 
could there be heard. As to the revenues of both his 
bifhoprics, if any thing furmounted thereof, he faved 
nothing, but beftowed it in hofpitality. Twice I was 
(fays Mr. Fox) in his houfe at Worcefter, where, in his 
common-hall, I faw a table fpread w;th good ftore of 
meat, .and befet full of beggars and poor people : and 
I afking his fervants what this meant, they tojd me, 
that every day their lord and mafter's manner was, to 
have at dinner a certain number of the poor of the faid 
city by courfe, who were ferved by four at a mefs, with 
wholefome meats : and when they were ferved, (being 
before examined by him or his deputies, of the Lord's 
prayer, the articles of their faith, and ten command- 
ments) than he himfelf fat down to dinner, and not 
before. In this manner Dr. Hooper executed the of- 
fice of a moft careful and vigilant paftor, for the fpace 
of two years and more, fo long as the ftateof religion in 
king Edward's time did fafely flourifh and take place : 
and would to God, that ail other bifhops would ufe the 
like diligence, care, and obfervance in their funaion. 
After this, in the reign of queen Mary, religion being 
fubverted and changed, this good bifhop was one of 
the firft who was fent for by a purfuivant to be at Lon- 
don; and chat for two caufes : 

C c Firft, 
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Firft, To anfwer to Dr. Heath, then appointed bi- 
fhop of that diocefe, who was deprived thereof in king 
Edward's davs, for being a papift. _ 

Secondly, To render an account to Dr. Bonner, bi- 
fhop of London, for that he in king Edward's time was 
one of his accufers, in that he ftiewed himfelf not con- 
formable to fuch ordinances as were prefcribed to him 
by the king and his council, openly at St. Paul s Crols. 
And although the faid bilhop Hooper was not ignorant 
of the evils that fhould happen towards him, (for he 
was admonifhed by certain of his friends to get away, 
and ihift for' himfelf) yet he would not prevent them, 
but tarried ftill, faying, .«.', Once did I flee, and take me 
to my feet ; but now, becaufe 1 am called to this place 
and vocation, I am thoroughly pcrfuaded to tarry, and 
to live and die with my fheep." 

When at the day of his appearance, the firft of bejp- 
tember, he was come to London, before he could fee 
Dr. Heath and Dr. Bonner, he was intercepted, and 
commanded, violently, , againft his will, to appear be- 
fore the queen and her council, to anfwer certain bonds 
and obligations, wherein he faid he was bound unto 
her. And when he came before them, Gardiner, bi- 
lhop of Winchefter, received him very opprobrioufly, 
raling and rating of him, and accufed him of his re- 
ligion. He again freely and boldly anfwered, and 
cleared himfelf. But he was commanded to ward, (it 
being declared unto him at his departure, that the 
caufe of his imprifonment was only for certain fums of 
money, for which he was indebted to the queen, and 
not for religion). This, how falfe and untrue it was, 
fhall in it's place more plainly appear. 

The next year, being March 19, 1554, he was cal- 
led again to appear before Winchefter, and others of 
the queen's commiffioners : where, what for the biftiop, 
and what for the unruly multitude, when he could not 
be permitted to plead his caufe, he was deprived of hi* 
bifhoprics. 

The FIRST EXAMINATION of Bishop HOOPER, 
before the Bishops 0 / WINCHESTER, LONDON, 
DURHAM, LANDAFF, and CHICHESTER, 
•who were appointed Commiffioners. 



was done or fpoke orderly- or charitably. Afterwards, 
judge Morgan began to rail at bilhop Hooper a long 
time, with many opprobrious and foul words of his 
doing at Gloucefter, in punifhing of men, and faid, 
there was never fuch a tyrant as he was. After that, 
Dr. Day, bifhop 'of Chichefter, faid, that the council 
of Ancyra, which was before the council of Nice, was 
againft the marriage of priefts. 

Upon which the lord chancellor cried out, and 
many with him, that bilhop Hooper had never read 
the councils. 

Yes, my lord, faid he, and my lord of Chichefter, 
Dr. Day knoweth, that the great council of Nice, by 
the means of one Paphnutius, decreed, That no mini- 
fter fhould be feparated from his wife. But fuch cla- 
mours and cries were ufed, that the council of Nice 
was not attended to. 

After long brutifh talk, Tonffall, bifhop of Durham, 
afked bifhop Hooper, whether he believed the corporal 
prefence of the facrament ? Who faid plainly, that there 
was none fuch, neither did he believe any fuch thing. 

Then the bifhop of Durham would have read out of a' 
book, (what book it was I cannot tell) but there was' 
fuch a hoife and confufed talk on every fide, that he did 
read. Then the bifhop of Winchefter afked Dr. 
Hooper, What authority moved him not to believe the , 
corporal prefence? He faid, the authority of God's 
word, and alledged this text, " Whom heaven muft 
hold until the latter day." But the bilhop of Winchef- 
ter would have made that text to ferve nothing for his 
purpofe, and faid, he might be in heaven, and in the fa-*i 
crament alfo. 

Dr. Hooper would have opened the text, but all thofe 
that ftood next about the bifhop prevented his fpeaking 
with clamours and cries, fo that Dr. Hooper was not 
permitted to fay any more againft the bifhop. Where- . 
upon they bade the notaries write, That he was married, 
and faid, that he would not go from his wife ; and that 
he believed not the corporal prefence in the facrament } 
wherefore he was worthy to be deprived of hisbifhopric. 

This is the truth of the matter (as far as I can remem- 
ber) of the confufed and troublefome convcrfation be- 
tween them, and except hafty and uncharitable words, 
it is the whole of their difcourfe at that time. 



AT Dr. Hooper's coming in, the lord chancellor 
afked whether he was married. 
Hooper. Yes, . my lord, and will not be unmarried, 
till death unmarry me. 

Durham. That is matter enough to deprive you. 
Hooper. It is not, my lord, except you do againft 
the law. _ . 

The matter concerning marriage was no more talked 
of then for fome time: but as well the commiffioners, 
fuch as ftood by, began to make fuch outcries, and 
laughed, and ufed fuch geftures as were unfeemly for 
the place, and for fuch a matter. Dr. Day, bifhop of 
Chichefter, called bifhop Hooper hypocrite, with vehe- 
ment words, and fcornful countenance. Bifhop Ton- 
ftall called him beaft ; fo did Smith, one of the clerks 
of the council, and feveral others that ftood by. At 
length the bifhop of Winchefter faid, that all men j 
might live chafte who would, and brought in this text, 
" There are thofe that have become eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven," Matt. xix. 12. 

Bifhop Hooper faid, that text proved not that all 
men could live chafte, but fuch to whom it was given s 
and read the context that goeth before. But there was 
a clamour and cry, mocking and fcorning, with calling 
him beaft, that the text could not be examined. Then 
bifhop Hooper faid, that it did appear by the old ca- 
nons, that marriage was not forbidden unto priefts, and 
named the decrees. But the bifhop of Winchefter fent 
for another part, namely, the Clementines, or the Ex- 
travagants. But bifhop Hooper faid, that book was 
not it which he named. 

The bifhop of Winchefter replied, You fhall not have 
any other, until you be judged by this. And then b 
gan fuch a noife, tumult, and fpeaking together of 
great many that favoured not the caufe, that nothii 
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An ACCOUNT of the fevere TREATMENT of 
Bishop HOOPER, during near eighteen Months 
Confinement in the FLEET, -written -with his own 
Hand, January 7, 1 5 54. 

THE firft of September, 1553, I was committed 
unto the Fleet, from Richmond, to have the liberty 
of the prifon; and within fix days after I paid five 
pounds fterling to the warden for fees, for my liberty > 
who immediately upon payment thereof, complained 
unto Stephen Gardiner, bifhop of Winchefter, and fo 
I was committed to clofe prifon one quartor of a year 
in the Tower-chamber of the Fleet, and ufed extremely 
ill. Then by the means of a good gentlewoman, I had 
liberty to come down to dinner and fupper, not fuffcred 
to fpeak with any of my friends ; but as foon as dinner 
and fupper was done, to repair to my chamber again. 
Notwithftanding, whilft I came down thus to dinner 
and fupper, the warden and his wife picked quarrels 
with me, and complained untruly of me to their great 
friend the bifhop of Winchefter. 

After one quarter of a year and fomewhat more, Ba- 
bington the warden, and his wife, fell out with me for 
the wicked mafs : and thereupon the warden reforted to 
the biftiop of Winchefter, and obtained to put me into 
the wards, where 1 have continued a long time, having 
nothing appointed to me for. my bed, "but a little pad of 
ftraw and a rotten covering, with a tick and a few fea- 
thers therein, the chamber being vile and ftinking, until 
by God's means good people fent me bedding to lie on. 
On one fide of which prifon, is the fink and filth of the 
houfe, and on the other the town ditch, fo that the 
ftench of the houfe hath infedted me with fundry 
difeafes. 

During 
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During which • time I have been, fick, and the doors, 
bars, hafps, and chains being all clofed, and made faft 
upon me, I have mourned, called and cried for help j 
but the warden when he hath known me many times 
ready to die, and when the poor men of the wards 
have called to help me, hath commanded the doors to 
be kept faft, and charged that none of his men fhould, 
come at me, faying, Let him alone, it were a good 
riddance of him. And, amongft many other times, he 
did thus October 18, 1553, as many' can witnefs. 
'' I paid always like a baron to the faid warden, as well 
in fees, as for my board, which was twenty millings a 
week, befides Uny man's table, until I was wrongfully 
deprived of my bifhpprics, and fince that time, 1 have 
paid him as the beft gentleman doth in his houfe; yet 
hath he ufed me worie, and more vilely, than the verieft 
flave that ever came to the hall commons, (common 
fide of the prifon.) 

The faid warden hath alfo imprifoned my man, Wil- 
liam Downton, and (tripped him out of his clothes to 
fearch for letters, and could find none, but only a little 
remembrance of good people's names, that gave me 
their alms to relieve me in prifon-, and to undo them 
alfo, the warden delivered the fame bill unto the faid 
Stephen Gardiner, God's enemy and mine. 

I have fuffered imprifonment almoft eighteen months, 
rhy goods, livings, friends, and comfort taken from 
me; the queen owing me, byjuft account, fourfcore 
pounds or more. She hath put me in prifon, and giveth 
nothing to keep me, neither is there fuffered any one 
to come at me, whereby I might have relief. I am 
with a wicked man and'woman, fo that I fee no re- 
medy (faving God's help) but I (hall be caft away in 
prifon before I come to judgment. But I commit 
my juft caufe to God, whole will be done, whether it 
be by life or death. 



SECOND EXAMINATION of Br. JOHN HOOP- 
ER, Bishop of GLOUCESTER and WORCES- 
TER, before the intolerant GARDINER, Bfshop 
of WINCHESTER. 

THE twenty,-fecond of January, 1555, Babington, 
the warden of the Fleer, was commanded to bring 
Hooper before the bifhop of Winchefter, with 
other bifhops and commidioners at the faid Winchef- 
terfs houfe, at St. Mary Overy's : where the bifhop of 
Winchefter, in the name of himfelf and the reft, moved 
Mr. Hooper earneftly'to forfake the evil and corrupt 
doctrine (as he termed it) preached in the days of king 
Edward the lixth, and to return to the unity of the 
catholic church, and to acknowledge the pope's holi- 
nefs to be head of the fame church, according to the 
determination of the whole parliament, promifing, that 
as he himfelf, with other his brethren, had received 
the pope's bleffing, and the queen's mercy ; even fo 
mercy was ready to be fhewed to him and others, if he 
would arife with them, and condefcend to the pope's 
holinefs. 

Bifhop Hooper ..anfwered, That forafmuch as the 
pope taught doctrines altogether contrary to thofe of 
Chrift, he was not worthy to be accounted as a mem- 
ber of his church, much le'fs to be head thereof; • 
wherefore he would in no wife condefcend to any fuch 
ufurped jurifdiction, neither efteemed he the church, 
whereof they call him head; to be the catholic church 
of Chrift : for the church only heareth the voice of her 
fpoufe Chrift, and flieth Arrangers. Howbeit (faith 
he) if in any point to me unknown, I have offended 
the queen's majefty, I fhall • rood humbly fubmit my- 
felf to her mercy, it* mercy may be . had with fafety of 
Confcience, and without the difpleafure of God.. 

Anfwer was made, that the queen would fhew no 
mercy to the pope's enemies. Whereupon Babington 
was commanded to carry him to the fleet again : who 
did fo, and fhifted him from his former chamber into 
another, near to the warden's own chamber, where he 
remained fix days: and in the mean time his former 
chamber was fearched by Dr. Martin and others, for 



writings and books, which Dis Hopper was thought- 
to have wrote, but none was found. 



THIRD EXAMINATION of Bishop HOOPER,. 
before the Bishop of WINCHESTER,, and other 
Commissioners. 

JANUARY 38th, the bifhop of Winchefter, and 
J other commiffioners fat in judgment at St. Mary 
Overy's, where bifhop Hooper appeared before them in 
the afternoon, and there, after much reafoning and dif- 
putation, he was commanded afide, till the Rev. Mr. 
Rogers (who was then come) had been likewife exa- 
mined. Examinations being ended, the two fheriffs 
of London were commanded, about four o'clock, to 
carry them to the Compter in South wark, there to re- 
main till to-morrow at nine o'clock, to fee whether 
they would relent and come home again to the cathoi 
lie church. So bifhop Hooper went before, with one 
of the fheriffs, and Mr. Rogers came after with the 
other ; and being out of the church door, Dr. Hooper 
looked back, and ftayed a little till Mr. Rogers drew 
near, unto whom he faid, Come brother Rogers, muft 
we two take this matter firft in hand, and begin to fry 
thefe faggots? Yes, fir, faid Mr. Rogers, by God's 
grace. Doubt not, faid Dr. Hooper, but God will 
give flrength. So going forwards, there was fuch a 
prefs of people in the ftreets, who rejoiced at their 
conftancy, that they had much ado to pafs. 

By the way, the fheriff faid to the bifhop, I wonder 
you was fo hafty and quick with my lord chancellor, and 
did ufe ho more patience : he anfwered, Mr. Sheriff, 
I was nothing at all impatient, although I wasearneft in 
my mafter's caufe, and it ftandcth me fo in hand, for it 
goeth upon life and death, not the life and death of this 
world only, but alfo of the world to come. Then they 
were committed to the keeper of the Compter, and ap- 
pointed to fcveral chambers, with command that they 
fhould not be fuffered to fpeak one with another, neither 
any other permitted to come to them tharlnight. 

Upon the next day following, January 29, at the 
hour appointed, they were brought again by the fheriffs 
before the faid bifhop and commiffioneVs in the church, 
where they were the day before. And after long and 
earncft talk, when they perceived that bifhop Hooper 
would by no means condefcend unto them, they con- 
demned him to be degraded, and read unto him his con- 
demnation. That done, the Rev. Mr. Rogers was 
brought before them, and treated in like manner; and 
both were delivered to the fecular power, the two fhe- 
riffs of London, who were ordered to carry them to 
the Clink, a prifon not far from the bifhop of Win- 
chefter's houfe, and there to remain till night. 

When it was dark, bifhop Hooper was led by one of 
the fheriffs, with many bills and weapons, through the 
bifhop of Winchcfter's houfe, and or*;r London-bridge, 
through the city to Newgate, and by the way fome of 
the fcrjeants were fent before, to put out the cofter- 
mongers* candles, who ufed to fet with lights in the 
ftreets : either fearing, that the people would have made 
fome attempt to have him taken away from them by 
force, if they had fecn him go to that prifon ; or elfe, 
being burdened with an evil confcience, they thought 
darknefs to be moft fit feafon for fuch a bufinefs. 

But notwithftanding this device, the people having 
fome foreknowledge o/'his coming, many of them came 
forth to their doors with lights, and faluted him, praif- 
ing God for his conftancy in the true doctrine which 
he had taught them, and defiring God to ftrerrgthen 
him in the fame to the end. The bifhop require* the 
people to make their earneft prayers to God for him, 
and fo went through Cheapfide to the place appointed, 
and was delivered as clofe prifoner to the keeper of 
Newgate, where he remained fix days, nobody being 
permitted to come to him, or talk with him,- faving his 
keepers, and fuch as fhould be appointed thereto. 

During this time, Bonner, bifhop of . London, and 
others at his. appointment, as hecknani,. Chedfey, 
Harpsficld, &c. reforted fcveral times unto him, to try 
if. 
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if, by any means, they could perfuadc him to relent, 
and become a member of their antichriftian church. 
All the ways they could devife, they attempted. For, 
befides the difputations and allegation of teftimonies of 
the fcripturcs, and of ancient writers wrefted to a wrong 
fenfe, according to their accuftomed manner; they ufed 
alfo all outward gentlenefs and fignifications of friend- 
ihip, with many great promifes of worldly wealth ; not 
omitting alfo moft grievous threatenings, if with gen- 
tlenefs, they could not prevail; but they found him 
always the fame man, ftedfaft and immoveable. When 
they perceived that they could by no means reclaim 
him to their purpofe, with fuch perfuafions and offers 
as they ufed for his converfion, then went they by falfe 
rumours and reports of recantations (for it is well 
known that they and their fervants did firft fpread it 
abroad) to bring him, and the doctrine of Chrift which 
he profeflcd, in difcrcdir with the people. Which 
being thus fpread abroad, and believed by fome of the 
weaker fort, by reafon of the often refort of the bifhop 
of London and others, it increafed more, and at laft 
came to bilhop Hooper's ears, who was greatly grieved 
thereat, that the people fhould give credit to fuch falfe 
rumours, having fo Ample a ground ; as may appear by 
the following letter, which he wrote upon that occafion. 

A LETTER 
From Bishop HOOPER, concerning certain falfe Ru- 
mours fpread abroad of his Recantation. 

THE grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with all 
them, who unfeignedly look for the coming of 
our Saviour Chrift. Amen. 

Dear brethren and lifters in the Lord, and my fellow- 
prifoners for the caufe of God's gofpel, I do much re- 
joice and give thanks unto God for your conftancy and 
perfeverance in affliction, unto whom I wifti conti- 
nuance unto the end. And as I do rejoice in your 
faith and conftancy in afflictions that be in prifon ; 
even fo do 1 mourn and lament to hear of our dear bre- 
thren that yet have not felt fuch dangers for God's 
truth, as weihave and do feel, and are daily like to fuf- 
fer more, yea, the very extreme and vile death of the 
tire: yet fuch lis the report abroad, (as I am credibly 
informed) that I John Hooper, a condemned man for 
the caufe of Chrift, fhould now after fentence of death, 
(being prifoner in Newgate, and looking daily for exe- 
cution) recant and abjure that which heretofore I have 
preached. And that talk arifeth from this, that the 
bifhop of London and his chaplains refort unto me. 
Doubtlcfs, if our brethren were as godly as I could wifti 
them, they would think, that in cafe I did refufe to 
talk with them, they might have juft occafion to fay, 
that I was unlearned, and durft not fpeak with learned 
men, or elfe proud, and difdained to fpeak with them. 
Therefore to ayoid juft fufpicion of both, I have, and 
do daily fpeak with them when they come, not doubt- 
ing but they rep *, that I am neither proud nor un- 
learned. And 1 would wifti all men to do as I do in 
this point. For I fear not their arguments, neither 
is death terrible unto me, praying you to make true 
report of the fame, as occafion {hall ferve ; and that I 
am more confirmed in the truth which I have hereto- 
fore preached, by their coming. 

Therefore, you that may fend to the weak brethren, 
pray them that they trouble me not with fuch reports 
of recantations as they do. For I have hitherto left 
all things of the world, and fuffered great pains and 
imprifonment, and I thank God I am as ready to fuf- 
fer death as a mortal man can be. It were better for 
them, to pray for us, than to credit or report fuch ru- 
mours that are untrue. 

1 have taught the truth with my tongue, and with 
my pen heretofore, and hereafter fhortly ftiall confirm 
the fame by God's grace with my blood. From New- 
gate, February 2, 1555. 

Your brother in Chrift, JOHN HOOPER. 
Monday morning, Bonner, bifhop of I^ondon, came 
to Newgate, and degraded bifhop Hooper; the fen- 
tence of his degradation here followeth. 



The DEGRADATION of Bishop HOOPER.' 

IN the name of the ( Father, Son, and Holy Ghbft,, 
Amen. Whereas by a definitive fentence from the ! 
reverend father in Chrift, Stephen, by divine permif- 
fion, lord bifhop of Wincheftcr, againft you John 
Hooper, prefbyter of his jurifdiction, on account of 
herefy and offence notorioufly committed within bis' 
diocefe of Wincheftqr, and of late juftly and legally 
proved ; it plainly appears to us, Edmund, bifhpp of 
London, that you the aforefaid John Hooper have been 
and ftill continue to be. an open, obftinate, and incor- 
rigible heretic; and it alfo appears by the aforefaid 
fentence that you have been declared and pronounced 
an heretic of this fort, and have likewife incurred the 
fentence of the greater excommunication 5 and it plainly 
and fully appears that you are to be depofed and de- 
graded from your order, and for thefe your demerits 
are to be delivered to the fecular power, according to 
the tenor of the aforefaid fentence, to which we refer- 
ourfelves in this affair. We therefore, the aforefaid Ed- 
mund, bifhop of London, as it concerns us and the uni- 
verfity to do our alternate endeavours, in whofe diocefe 
you John Hooper have committed the fame herefy then, 
and oftentimes both before and after ; for thefe, I fay, 
and the aforefaid confederations, and that we may exe- 
cute the aforefaid fentence in a better and more effica- 
cious manner, have thought fit to proceed to the actual 
degradation of you the aforefaid John Hooper, (your 
crime and juftice fo requiring) and fo we do really pro- 
ceed according to the direction of the law, and the lau- 
dable cuftom of former times, that we may rightly and 
legally deliver you to the fecular power, who are un- 
willing to continue in the pale of the church ; and that 
this ought to be done, we do, by thefe prefents, declare 
and pronounce in this our fentence. 

The fame Monday, at night, February 4, his keeper 
gave the bifhop a hint that he fhould be lent to Gloucef- 
ter to fuffer death, whereat he rejoiced very much, lift- 
ing up his eyes and hands unto heaven, andpraifing God 
that he faw it good to fend him among the people, over 
whom he was paftor, there to confirm with his death the 
truth which he had before taught them; not doubting 
but the Lord would give him ftrength to perform the 
fame to his glory : and immediately he fent to his fer- 
vant's houfe for his boots, fpurs, and cloak, that he 
might be in readinefs to ride when he fhould be called. 

The next day following, about four o'clock in the 
morning, before day, the keeper with others, came to 
him and fearched him, and the bed wherein he lay, to 
fee if he had written any thing, and then he was led by 
the fheriffs of London, and their officers, from Newgate 
to a place appointed, not far from St. Dunftan's church 
in Fleet-ftreet, where fix of the queen's guard were ap- 
pointed to receive him, to carry him to Gloucefter, 
there to be delivered unto the fheriff, who with the lord 
Shandois, Mr. Wick, and other commiffioners, were 
appointed to fee execution done. Which guard brought 
him to the Angel, where he brake his faft with them, 
eating his meat at that time more liberal than he had 
ufed to do a good while before. About break of day 
he leaped chearfully on horfeback, without help, hav- 
ing a hood upon his head, under his hat, that he fhould 
not be known, and fo he took his journey joyfully to- 
wards Gloucefter ; and by the way the guard inquired 
of him, where he was accuftomed to bait or lodge, but 
always carried him to another inn. 

On the Thurfday following, he came to a town in 
his diocefe called Cirenceftcr, fifteen miles from Glou- 
cefter, about eleven o'clock, and there dined at a wo- 
man's houfe who had always hated the truth, and fpoken 
all the evil fbc could of bifhop Hooper. This woman, 
perceiving the caufe of his coming, fhewed him all the 
triendfhip fhc could, and lamented his cafe with tears, 
confeffing that fhe before had often reported, that if he 
were put to the trial, he would not ftand to his doctrine. 

After dinner he rode forwards; and came to Glou- 
cefter about five o'clock, and a mile without the town 
was much people affemblcd, who cried and lamented 
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ln'sftate; infomuch that one of the guard, rode poft into 
the town, to require aid of the mayor and ftieriffs, fear- 
ing left he fhould have been taken from them. The of- 
ficers and their retinue repaired to the gate with wea- 
pons, and commanded the people to keep their houfes, 
&c. but there was no mart that once gave any fignifi- 
cation of a refcue or violence. , He lodged at one In- 
gram's houfe in Gloucefter, and that night (as he. had 
done all the way) he did eat his meat quietly, and flcpt 
his firft deep foundly, as.it was reported by the guard 
and others. After his firft fleep, he continued in prayer 
until morning; and all the day, except a little time at 
his meals, and when converfing.with fuch as the guard 
permitted to fpeak to him, he ipent in prayer. , 

Sir Anthony Kingfton, at one time Dr. Hooper's 
good friend, was appointed by the queen's letters to 
attend at his execution. _ As foon as he faw the biftiop, 
he burft into tears. At firft fight. Dr. Hooper did not 
know him - the knight therefore addrcfiing the biftiop, 
faid, " Why, my lord, do not you know me, an old 
friend of your's, Anthony Kingfton ?'* 

Yes, fir Anthony Kingfton, I do know you well, and 
am glad to fee you in health, and do praife God for the 

fame. 

But I am forry to fee ybii, my lord, in this cafe ; , for 
as 1 underltand, you are come hither to die. But; 
alas ! confider that life is fvycet, and death is bitter. 
Therefore feeing life may be had, deiire to live- for life 

hereafter may do good. , , 

Indeed it is- true, Mr. Kingfton, I am come hither to 
end this life, and to fuffer death here, be'caufe I w ill not 
gainfay the truth that I have heretofpre taught amongft 
you in this diocefe, and cl'fewh,ere; and I thank you tor 
your friendly counfel, although it be not fo friendly as 
1 could have wifiied iti 

After thefe, and many other words, they took jeaveof 
each other, Mr. kingfton with bitter tears, Dr. Hooper 
with tears alfo trickling down his cheeks. At his de- 
parture, bifhop Hooper told him, that all the troubles 
he had fuftained in prifon; had not caufed him to utter 
fo much forrpw. . 

The fame night the biftiop Was committed by the 
guard (their comniiffion Being then expired) into the 
cuftody of the fherifts of Gloucefter, Jenkins and Bond, 
■who, with the mayor and aldermen, repaired to Dr. 
Hooper's lodging, and at the firft meeting faluted him, 
and took him by the hand,. Unto whom Dr. Hooper 
fpake in this manner. "Mr; Mayor, I give moft hearty 
thanks to -you, and to the reft of your brethren, that 
yoii have vouchfafed to take me; a prifoner, and a con- 
demned man, by the hand ; whereby, td my rejoicing, 
it is very apparent that your old love and friendlhip to- 
wards me is not. altogether extinguifhed: and I truft 
alfo that all the things 1 have taught you in times paftj 
are not utterly forgotten; when I was. your bifhop and 
paftor. For which mod true and fincere doctrine; be- 
caufe I will not now .account it falftiood arid herefy; as 
many other men do, I,am fent hither, (as lam fure ydu 
know) by the queen's commands, to die; and am cprrle 
where j taught it, to cpnfirm, it with my blood. And 
now, Meri". Sheriffs, I underftand by thefe good men, 
and my good friends (meaning the guard) at whofe 
hands I have found fo Jnuch favour and gentlenefs On 
the road hither, as a prifoner could reafonably require; 
(for which alfo I moft heartily thank them) that I am 
committed to your cuftody, as unto them that miift fee 
me brought to-morrow to the place of execution. My 
requeft therefore to you fhall be only, that there may be 
a quick fire, fhortly to miikc an end ; and in the mean 
time I will be as obedient unto you, as you yourfelves 
could wifh. If you think 1 do amifs in any thing, hold 
up your finger, and I have done. For I am not come 
hither as. one forced or compelled to die; for it is well 
known, I might have had my life with worldly gain ; 
but as one willing to offer and give my life for the truth, 
rather than to confent to the wicked papiftical religion 
of the bifhop of Rome, received and let forth by the 
magiftrates in England, to God's high difpleafure and 
diftionourj and I truft, by God's grace, to-morrow to 



'die a. faithful fubjecl of God, and a true obedient fub- 
jecl to the .queen." , 

Thefe; and fuch-likc words in effect:, bifhop Hooper 
ufed to the mayor, fherift's, and aldermen, whereat many 
mourned arid lamented. Notwithftanding, the two 
fherifTs went afide to.confu.lt,. and were determined to 
have lodged him in the common gaol of the town, called 
Northgate, if the guard had, not made earneft interccf- 
fion for him ; who declared at large, how quietly, mildly, 
and patiently, he had behaved himfelf in the way, ad-* 
ding thereto, ,that any child might . keep him well 
enough; and that they themfelves would rather take 
pains to watch with him, than that he fhould be fent to 
the common prifon. So it was determined at length he 
ftiould ftill. remain in Robert Ingram's houfe; and the 
fheriffs and the ferjeantsand other officers did appoint 
to watch with him that night themfeiyes. His defire 
was, that be might go to bed that night betime, faying, 
that he had many things to remember: and fo he did at 
five o'clock, and. fiept one fleep foundly; and fpent the 
reft of . the night in prayer. After he had got up in 
the morning; he defired that ho man ftiould be fuffered 
to come into the chamber; that he might be folitary 
till the hour. of execution. . ... 

About eightb'clock came fir John Bridges, lord Shan- 
dois, with a great band of men, fir Anthony Kingfton, 
fir Edmund Bridges; and other commiflloners appoint- 
ed to fee execution done! At nine. Dr. Hooper pre- 
pared himfelf to be in readinefs, for the time was at 
hand. Immediately, he was brought clown from his 
chamber by the ftieriffs, who were accompanied with 
bills, and other weapons.' When he faw the multitude 
of weapons, he fpake to the ftieriffs on this wife ; Meff. 
Sheriffs ((aid he) I am no traitor, neither needed you to 
have made fuch a bufinefs to bring me to the place where 
I muft fuffer: for if you had fuffered me, I would have 
gone alone to the ftake, and troubled none of you. 
Afterwards looking upon the multitude Of people that 
were afiembled, being by cftimation to the number of 
7000, (for it was market day, and many came to fee 
his behaviour), he fpake unto thofe that were about him, 
fay ing, " Alas ! why are thefe people affcmblcd and come 
together ? Peradventure they think to hear fomething of 
mc now, as they, have in times paft: but alas ! fpeech is 
prohibited me. Notwithftanding; the caufe of my death 
is well known unto them: When I was appointed here 
to be theii- paftor, I preached unto them true and fin- 
cere doctrine, arid that but of the word of God: becaufe 
I will not now account the fame to be herefy and un- 
truth; this kind Of death is prepared fdr me." Having 
faid this, he went forward, led between the two ftieriffs, 
(as it were a lamb td the placeof flaughter) inagown of 
his boft's, his hat upon his he»& .and a ftaff in his hand 
to flay himfelf withal; for the^grief of the Sciatica, 
which he had taken in prifon; caufed him fomewhat to 
halt. All the way, being ftraitly charged not to fpeak, 
he could not be perceived once to open his mouth ; but 
beholding the people, who mourned bitterly for him, 
he would fometimcs lift up his eyes towards heaven, and 
look very chearfully upon fuch as he knew ; and he was 
never known; during the time of his being amongft 
them, to iook with fo chearful and ruddy a countenance 
as he did at that preferir 4 When he came to the place 
appointed where he Ihould die, he fmilingly beheld the 
ftake and preparation made for him, which was near un- 
to the great elm-tree ovcr-agaihft the college of priefts, 
where he was wont to preach.. The place round about 
the houfes, and the boughs of the tree were filled with 
fpectators ; and in the chamber over the college-gate 
flood the priefts of the college. Then he kneeled down 
(forafmuch as he could not be fuffered to fpeak unto the 
people) to prayer, and beckoned fix orfeven times unto 
one whom he well knew, that he might hear his prayer, 
and report faithfully the fame. When this perfon came 
to the biftiop, he (pouring tears upon his ftioulders and 
jn hisbofom) continued his prayer for half an hour ; 
w hich prayer was drawn from the whole creed. 

During prayer, a box was brought and laid before him 
upon a (tool, with his pardon (or at leaft^wife it was 
D d feigned. 
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feigned to be his pardon) from the queen, if he would 
turn. At the fight whereof he cried, If you love my 
foul, away with it. The box being taken away, the 
lord Shandois faid, Seeing there is no remedy, difpatch 
him quickly. Dr. Hooper replied, Good my lord, I 
truft your lordftiip will give me leave to make an end 
of my prayers. 

Prayer being done, bifhop Hooper prepared hirhrelf 
for the ftake, and put off his holt's gown, and delivered 
it to the (heriffsi requiring them to fee it reftored unto 
the owner, and put off the reft of his apparel, unto his 
doublet and hofe, Wherein he Would have burned. But 
the fheriffs would not permit that, (fuch was their gree- 
dinefs) unto whofe pleafures (good man!) he very obe- 
diently fubmitted himfclf ; And his doublet, hofe, and 
waiftcoat were taken off. Then being in his fhirc, he 
took a point from his hofe himtelf, and trufied his fhirr 
between his legs, where he had a pound of gunpowder 
in a bladder, and under each arm the like quantity deli- 
vered him by the guard. So defiring the people to fay 
the Lord's prayer with him, and to pray for himj (who 
performed it with tears, during the time of his pains) 
he went up to the ftake j when he was at itj three irons, 
made to bind him thereto, were brought 5 one for his 
neck, another for his middle, and the.third for his legs. 
But he refufing them, faid, «' You have no need thus to 
trouble yourfelves. I doubt hot, God will give me 
Itrength fufficient to abide the extremity of the fire, 
without bands: notwithstanding* fufpecling the frailty 
ahd weaknefs of the flelh, but having allured confidence 
in God's ftrength, I am content you do as you fhall 
think good." 

Then the hoop of iron prepared for his midddle was 
brought, which being made fomcwhat too fhort, (for 
his belly was fwoln with imprifonmeht) he flirank and 
put ih his belly with his hand, until it was fattened t 
but When they offered to have bound his neck and legs 
with the other two hoops of iron, he reriifed them, and 
-would have none, faying, I am well aflured 1 fhall not 
. trouble you* 

Thus being ready, he looked upon the people, of 
whom he. might be well feeri, (for he was both tall, and 
flood alfo upon a high ftool) and beheld round about 
him, that in every corner there was nothing to be fecn 
but weeping and forrowful people. Then lifting up 
his eyes and hands to heaven, lie prayed in filence. 
By and by, he that was appointed to make the fire, 
came to him, and did a(k him forgivenefs. Of whom 
he afked why he fhould forgive him, faying, that he 
never knew any offence he had committed againft him. 
O fir, . faid the , man, I am appointed to make the fire. 
Therein, faid Ml. Hooper, thou doft nothing to offend 
me: God. forgive thee thy fins, and do thine office I 
pray thee. Then the reeds were caft up, and he re- 
ceived two bundles of them in his own hands, embraced 
them, kiffed them, put one. of them. under each arm v 
and (hewed with his hand how the reft ftiould be 
beftbwed, and pointed to the place where any were 
wanting; . 

Command was now given that the fire fhould be 
kindled-. But. becaufe there were tiot fewer green ftg- 
gots, than two iiorfes could carry, it kindled not fpee- 
dilyi. and , was ibmetime before it took the reeds upon 
the faggots. At length it burned about him, but the 
wind having full ftrength in that: place (and being a 
lo wring: cold rhorning) it blew the flame from him, fo 
that, he was in a manner, little more than touched by 
the fire. 

The third , fire was kindled within a while after, 
which was rfore extreme than the other two: and then 
the ±>ladders dfjgunpowdcr brake, which did him lit- 
tle igood, they were fo placed, and the wind had fuch 
power. In this fire he prayed with a loud voioe^ L»rd 
Jefus have, mercy upon me! Lord Jefus have mercy 
upon me 1 Lord Jcfus receive my fpirit ! And t'hefe 
were the laft words he was heard to utter. But when 
he was black in the mouth, and his tongue fwoln, that 
he could not fpeak, yer his lips went till they were ftirunk 
to the gtteis-: and he knocked his brcaft with his ; hands, 



until one of hisarms fell off, and then knocked fiill with 
the other, while the fatj water, and blood dropped out 
at his finger ends, until by renewing of the fire his 
ftrength was gone,, and his hand' did cleave faft in 
knocking to the iron upon his breafr. . So immediately, 
bowing forwards, he yielded up. his fpirit. 

Thus was he three quarters of an hour or more in the 
fire ; even as a lamb, patiently bearing the extremity 
thereof, neither moving forwards, backwards, nor to 
any fide; but having his nether parts burned, and his 
bowels fallen out, he died as quietly as a child in his 
bed; and' he now reigneth as a bleffed martyr in the 
joys of heaven, prepared for the faithful in Chrift be- 
fore the foundations of the world : for whofe conftancy 
all chriftians are bound to praife God. 

A POEM by CONRADE GESNER, oh the Martyr- 
dom of Or. JOHN HOOPER, Bishop of GLOU- 
CESTER and WORCESTER. 

HOOPER, unvanquifh'd by Rome's cruelties, 
(Confeffmg Chrift in his laft moments) dies : 
Whilft flames his body rack, his foul doth fly, 1 
Inflam'd with faith, to immortality : 
His conftancy on earth has raifed his name; 
And gave him entrance at the gates of fame, 
Which neither ftorms, nor the cold north-winds blaft. 
Nor all-devouring time fhall ever wafte: 
For he whom God protects fhall fure attain 
That happinefs, which worldlings feek in vain. 
Example take by him, you who profefs 
Chrift's holy doctrines 5 ne'er the world carefs 
In hopes of riches ; or if fortune frown 
With ihaufpicious looks, be not caft down ; 
For man ne'er faw, nor can his heart conceive, 
What God beftows on them that righteous live. 

A LETT E R 

Prom the Bishop to his Wife ANNE. HOOPER, 
■whereby all the true Members of Chrift may take Com- 
fort and Courage to fuffer Afflinion for the Profefion of 
Ijis holy Go/pel. 

OUR Saviour Jefus Chrift (dearly beloved, an my 
godly wife) in; St. Matthew's gofpel faid to his 
difciples, that it was necelfary fcandals fhould come : 
and that they could not be avoided, he perceived as 
well by the condition of thofe that fhould perifh and 
be loft for ever in the world to come, as alfo by their 
affliction that fhould be faved. For he faw thegreateft 
part of the people would contemn and neglect what- 
focver true dodlrine or godly ways ftiould be (hewed 
unto them, or elfe receive and ufe it as they thought 
good to ferve their pleafures, without any profit to their 
fouls, nor caring whether they lived as they were com- 
manded by God's word or not ; but would think it fuf- 
ficient to be counted to have the name of a chriftian 
man, with fuch works and fruits of his profeffion and 
chriftianity, as his fathers and elders, after their cuftom 
and manner, efteern and take to be good fruits and faith- 
ful works, and will not try them by the word of God. 
Thofe men, by the juft judgnffcnt of God; toe delivered 
unto the craft and fubtlefy Of the devil, that they may 
be kept by one fcandalous ftumbling-block or other, 
that they never come unto Chrift, who came to fave 
thofe that were loft, as you may fee how God delivereth 
wicked men up unto their own lufts, to do one tnifchief 
after another, carelefs, until they come into a reprobate 
mind, that forgctteth itfelf, and cannot know what is 
expedient to be done, or to be left undone, becaufe they 
clofe their eyes, and will not fee the light of God ? s word 
offered unto them : and being thus blinded, they prefer 
their own vanities before the truth of Gorfl'sword. Where 
fuch corrupt minds he, there are alfo corrupt notions and 
choice of God'* honour; fo that the mind of man taketh 
fallhpod for truth, fuperftition for true religion, death for 
life, damnation forfalvation, hell for heaven, andperfeeu- 
tion of Chrift's members for God's fervioe and honour. And 
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as thefe men wilfully: and voluntarily reject the word' of 
God; 'even fo God for.rooft juftly delivereth them upto 
blindnefs of mind and hardnefs of heart, that they can- 
not understand, nor yet confent to any thing that Gt>d 
would have preached, iand fet; forth to his glory, after 
his own will and word: wherefore they hate it mor- 
tally, and of all things, moft deteft God's holy word. 
And as the devil hath entered into, their hearts, that they 
themfelves cannot nor will come to Chrift, to be in- 
Itruited by his holy .word;; • even fo can they . not abide 
any other man to bea chriftian man, and to lead his 
life after the word of God, but hate, him, perfecute 
him, rob him, imprifonhim, yea, and kill him, whether 
he be man or woman, if God fuffer ir. And fo much 
are thefe vvicked men blinded, that they regard, no law, 
whether it be of God's or man's, but perfecute filch as 
never offended, yea, do evil to rhofe that have prayed 
daily for them, and, with them God's, grace. . 1 

In their blind fury they have no refpect to nature. 
For the brother proiecuteth the brother, and the father 
thefon; and :mott dear friends, in deviiifh flandcf and 
offence, arf^become moft mortal enemies.. And no 
marvel ; for when they Have chofen Sundry matters, the 
one the devil', the other God, theonefhall 'agree with 
the other, as God and the devil agree between them- 
felves. For this caufe "(that the more, part of the world 
doth ufe to ferve the devil under/cloaked hypocrify of 
God's title) ChriSt faid, it is expedient and necefiary, 
that fcandals fhould come, and many may be advifed to 
keep the little babes of Chrift from the heavenly Fa- 
ther. But Chrift faith, Wo be untp him by whom the 
offence corneth: yet is there no remedy, man being of 
fuch corruption and hatred towards God, but that the 
evil fhall'he deceived, and perfecute the good ; and the 
good fhall understand the truth, and Suffer persecution 
for it unto the world's end. For as he that was born 
after, the flefh, perfected in times pafthim that was 
born after the Spirit, even fo it is now. Therefore for- 
afrriuch as we live in this life arnongft. fo many great 
perils and dangers, we, mult, be jvej-l affured by God's 
word how to bear thetn, and how patiently to' take 
therh as they, be fent to us froirrGod. We muft alfo 
affure ourSel ves, that there is no other remedy for chris- 
tians in the time of trouble, than Chrift himfelf hath 
appointed us. in St. Luke he giveth tis this command- 
ment, Ve fhall poffefs your lives in patience, faith he. 
In which words he giveth us both commandment .what 
to do, and alfo great comfort and confolation in all 
troubles. 

That the fpirit of man may feel thefe considerations, 
the giver of them, the heavenly Father, muft be prayed 
unto for the merits of Chrift's paflion: for it is not the 
nature of man that can be contented, until it be rege- 
nerated and poffeffed with God's fpirit, to bear patiently 
the troubles of the mind, or of the body. When the 
rnindand heart of a man feeth on every Side Sorrow and 
heavinefs, and the worldly eye beholding nothing but 
fuch things as be troubles, and wholly bent to rob the 
poor of what he hath, and alfo to take from him his 
life: except the man weigh thefe brittle and uncertain 
treafures that be taken from him, with the riches of the 
life to come, and this life of the body, with the life in 
Chrift's blood, and fo for the love and certainty of the 
heavenly joys contemn all things prefent, doubtlefs he 
Shall never be able to bear the lofs of goods, life, or 
any other thing of this world. 

Therefore St. Paul giveth a godly and neceffary leflbn 
to all men in this Short and tranfitory life, and therein 
fhewcth how a man may heft bear the iniquities and 
troubles of this world " If ye be rifen again with 
Chrift: (faith he) feek the things which are above, 
where Chrift fitteth at the right hand, of .God the Fa- 
ther." Wherefore, the chriftian man's faith muft be 
always upon the refurrectibn -of Chrift, when he is in 
trouble; and in that glorious refurrection he Shall hot. 
only fee continual aud perpetual joys and confolation; 
but alfo the victory and triumph -.over all perfecution, 
trouble, fin, death, hell, the devil, and other tyrantsand 
perfecutors of Chrift, and of Chrift's people, the tears 
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and weeping of the faithful dried up, their wounds 
healed, their bodies made ^mortal ..in :joy," their foiils 
for ever praifing the Lordv -in -conjunction and Society 

...everlasting with the bleffed: company of ; God's .elefcT: in 
perpetual joy. But the words of St. Paal inthat pfae'e, 
if they be not marked, Shall do little profit to thd'render 
or hearer, apd.give him! no patience at -all in thisYmpi- 

tient aud, cruel world. r. I ■>' ' (•<*.•< \-u>-. 

When : a. miah hath, by Seeking the iworcP-'of God, 
found put what -the things above be, then malt' he -fas 

. St. Paol faith) fet his affections' upon .therrr: ■'< ! And r tm's 
commandment is more hard than the other. For 'main's 
knowledge many times feeth, the beiVahd;. kno'weth 

, that there is a life to come, better than this life»pfeferit, 
(as you mSy fee how daily men and women "cahw'raife 
and commend, yea, and wifhfor heaven., lancT'f**! be: at 
reft there) yet they, fet -not. their a'ffectibris'u'pb'n it : they 
do more' affect,, and love jndeeda itrifflenof mothmgi'm 
this that' pieafeth their affection; than lire trea'/h te of* all 
treafures in heaven,: which: their own judgment faith is 
better than. ■ all worldly things: ■-!:" Wherefore we fntitt 
fet our affeettanson the things that .'be above ;" that 1 ' is 
to fay, when any thing, worfe than heavel)/: upo'h" the 
earth, bffereth itfclf to be our's, if we will give our 
good willsto.it, and loveitihuur hearts,' tHeh'ought 
we to 'fee by the judgment 'of God's word, Whether 'we 
may have the World without offence of God,: and Such 
.things as be for this worldly life without his difpleafure. 
If we cannot-,. St. Paul's commandment muft take place, 
" Set your affections on ihings that are above." If the 
riches of this world may not be 'gotten 'nor 'kept by 
God's law, neither our lives be continued without the 
denial of 'his honour, we muft fet our affections upon 
the riches and life that is above, and not upon things 
that are on the earth. Therefore this Second command- 
ment of St. Paul requirerh, that our minds judge hea- 
venly things to be better than things upon the earth, 
wild the life to come better than the fife (prefent; fo we 
Should chufe them before the other, and 'prefer them, 
and .have fuch affection to the beft, that in no cafe we 
fet the worft before it, as the moft 'part of the world 
doth and hath done, for they dhufe the boil and prove 
it, and yet follow the worft. 

But thefe things, my godly wife, r*equireth rather 
thought, meditation, and :prayer, than words or talk. 
They are eafy to be fpoken of, but not fo ealy 't6 be 
ufed and prettifed. Wherefore feeing they Be Gdd's 
■gifts, and none of our's, to have as our oWn When we 
would, we nwft feek them at our heavenly Father's 
hand, who feeth, and is privy how poor arid wretched 
we be, and how naked, how fpoiled, and 'deftit-ute'of atl 
his bleffed gifts we be by reafon'of fin. He did cd&t- 
mand therefore his difciples, when he Shewed therh that 
they Should telie patiently the State of this prefent life 
full of troubles and perfecution, to pray that th'ey m'igh't 
well efc'ape thofe troubles that were to come, and be 
abicto Stand before the Son of man. When 'you fi.ncl 
yourfelf too much oppreffed, (as every man' Shall be 
fometimcs with 'the fear' of God's judgment) ufe the 
77th Pfalm that beginneth, " I Will cryunto God with, 
my voice, and he lhall hearken .unto me." In which 
Pfalm is both godly doctrine and great confolation unto 
the man or woman that is- in 'anguifh of mind. 

Ufe . alfo in fuch trouble the «8th Pfalm, wherein is 
contained the prayer of fuch a man; that was brought 
to extreme ariguifh and mifery, and being vexed with 
adverfarics and persecutions, faw nothing but death and 
hell. And although he felt in himfelf, that 'he had not 
only man, but alfo God angry towards him; yet he by 
prayer humbly referred unto God. 

We mult hot alfo murmur againft Gdd, but' always 
fay his judgments are right arid juft, and rejoice that 
it pleafeth hirn by troubles to 'ufe us as he dfed hereto- 
fore fuch as.hVmoft loved in this world. " Be glad, 
and rejoice, for your reward is great in heaven." His 
prdmifes fhall (by God's grace) woi*k both confolation 
and patience in afflicted christians. And When bur 
Saviour Chrift' hath willed meirin trouble ro'be content 
and patient, becaufe God in the end of trouble in Chrift 
Ee hath 
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hath ordained eternal confolation ; he ufeth alfo to take ] 
from us all fhame and rebuke, as though it were not an 
honour to fuffer for Chrilt, becaufe the wicked world 
doth curfe and abhor fuch poor troubled chriftians. 
Wherefore Chrift placeth all his honourably, and faith, 
" Even fo perfecuted they the prophets thaj: were before 
you." I 
We muft therefore patiently fuffer, and willingly at- I 
tend upon God's doings, although they feem clean con- j 
trary, after our judgment, to our Wealth and falvation: 
as Abraham did, when bid to offer his fon Ifaac, in 
whom God promifed the bleffing and multiplying of 
. his feed. | 
And judge things indifferently, my good wife, the 
troubles be not yet generally, as they were in our good 1 
father's time, foon after the death and refurredlibn of 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift, whereof he fpake in St. Mat- 
thew. Of which place you and I have taken many 
times great confolation, and efpecially r«f the latter part 
of the chapter, wherein is contained vhe laft day and 
end of all troubles ( I doubt not) both for you and me, 
and for fuch as love the coming of our Saviour Chrift 
to judgment. Remember therefore that place, and 
mark it again, and you fhall in this time fee this great 
conforation, and alfo learn much patience. Were there 
ever fuch troubles, as Chrift threatened upon Jerufa- 
lem ? Was there fince the beginning of the world fuch 
affliction? Who was then beft at eafe? The apoftles 
that fuffered in body perfecution, and gathered of it 
eafe and quietnefs in the promifes of God. And no 
marvel, for Chrift faith, " Lift up your heads, for your 
redemption is at hand;" that is, your eternal reft ap- 
proachethand draweth near. The world is ftark blind, 
and more foolifh than foolifhnefs itfelf, and foare the 
people of the world. For when God faith, trouble 
fhall come, they will have eafe. And when God faith, 
be merry and rejoice in trouble, we lament arid mourn, 
as though. we were caft-aways. But this our flefh (which 
is never merry with virtue, nor forry with vice; never 
laugheth with grace, nor eva weepeth with fin) holdeth 
faft with the world, and letteth God flip. But, my 
dearly beloved wife, you know how to perceive and to 
beware of the vanity and crafts of the devil well enough 
in Chrift. And that you may the better have patience 
in the Spirit of God, read again the 24th of St. Mat- 
thew, and mark what difference is between the defini- 
tion of Jerufalem, and the deftruclion of the whole 
world, and you fhall fee, that then there were left alive 
many offenders to repent : but at the latter day there 
fhall be abfolute judgment, and fentence (never to be 
revoked) of eternal life and eternal death upon all men: 
and yet towards the end of the world we have nothing 
fo much extremity as they had then, but even as we are 
able to bear. So doth the merciful Father lay upon us 
now imprifonment, (and as 1 fuppofe for my part 
fhortly, death) now fpoil of goods, lofs of friends, and 
the greateft lofs of all, the knowledge of God's word. 
God's will be done. I wifh in Chrift Jefus our only 
Mediator. and Saviour, your conftaney and confolation, 
that jtou may live for ever and ever, whereof in Chrift 
I doubt not; to whom,. for his rnoft bleffed and pain- 
ful palTion, I commit you, Amen. Odtob. 13, 1553. 

A LETTER 

From the learned HENRY BULLINGER, chief Su- 
perintendant in the City of ZURICH, in SWITZER- 
LAND, to Bishop HOOPER, 
r I VO the moft Rev. Father, Dr. John Hooper, Bifhop 
, jof Worcefter and Gloucefter, and now aprifoner 
for the%ofpel of Jefus Chrift, my fellow elder, and moft 
dear brother in England. The heavenly Father grant 
unto you, and to all thofe which are in bonds and cap- 
tivity for his name's fake, grace and peace through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord, with wifdom, patience, and 
fortitude of the Holy Ghoft. 

I have received from you two letters, my moft dear 
brother, the former in the month .of September of the 
year paft, the latter in the month of May in this pre- 



fent year, both written out of prifpn. But I do ubting 
left I fhould makeanfwer to you in vain, whilft I feared 
that my letters fhould never come into your hands, or 
elfe increafe and double your forrow, did refrain from 
the duty of writing. In which thing I doubt nor but 
you will have me excufed, efpecially feeing you did not 
vouchfafe, no not once in' a whole year, to anfwer to my 
whole volumes, rather than letters, whereas I continued 
ftill, notwithftanding, in writing unto you: as alfo at 
this prefent, after T heard you were caft in prifbn, I 
did not refrain from continual prayer, befeeching our 
heavenly Father, through our only mediator, Jefus 
Chiift, to grant unto you and to your fcllow-priforiers, 
faith and conftaney unto the end. Now is that thing 
happened unto you, (my brother) the which we did 
oftentimes prophecy unto ourfelves, at your being with 
us, fhould come to pafs, efpecially when we did talk of 
the power of Antichrift, and of his felicity and victo- 
ries. - For you know the faying of Daniel, his power 
fhall be mighty, but not in his ftrength, and he fhall 
wonderfully deftroy and make havock of all things, and 
fhall profper and pradtife, and he fhall deftroy the 
mighty and the holy people after his owct * will. You 
know what the Lord warned us of before-hand' by Mat- 
thew, in the 10th chapter, by John in the 15 th chap- 
ter, and the 1 6th, and alfo what that chofen veffel St. 
Paul hath written in the fecond of Timothy, and th e 
third chapter. Wherefore I do nothing doubt (by 
God's grace) of your faith and patience, whilft you 
know that thofe things which you fuffer are not looked 
for, or come by chance; but that you fuffer them in 
the beft, trueft, and moft holy quarrel: for what 
can be more true and holy than our doctrine, which 
the papifts, thefe worfhippers of Antichrift, do per- 
fecute? 

Go forwards therefore conftantly to confefs Chrift, 
and to defy Antichrift, being mindful of this moft holv 
and moft true faying of our Lord Jefus Chrift : He 
that ovcrcometh fhall poffefs all things, and 1 will be 
his God, and he ftiall be my fon; but the fearful,, and 
the unbelieving, and the murderers, and whoremongers, 
and forcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, fhall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimftonc, 
which is the fecond death. The firft death is foon over- 
come, although a man muft burn for the Lord's fake: 
for they fay well that do affirm this our fire to be fcarcely 
a fhadow of that which is prepared for unbelievers, and 
them that fall from the truth. Moreover, the Lord 
grantcth unto us, that we may eafily overcome by his 
power the firft death, the which he himfelfdid tafte 
and overcome ; promifing withal fuch joys as ftiall 
never have end, unfpeakable, and paffing all underftand- 
ing, the which we fhall poffefs as foon as ever we depart 
hence. For fo again faith the angel of the Lord; If 
any man worfhip the beaft and his image, and receive 
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the fame fhall 
drink of the wrath of God ; yea, of the wine which is 
poured into the cup of his wrath, and he fhall be tor- 
mented in fire and brimttone before the holy angels, and 
before the Lamb : and the fmoke of their torment fhall 
afcend evermore, and they fhall have no reft day nor 
night, which worfhip the beaft and his image, and who- 
foever receiveth the print of his.name. Here is the pa- 
tience of faints: here are they that keep the command- 
ments of God, and the faith of Jefus. To this he addeth 
by and by : I heard a voice faying to me, Write, bleffed 
are the dead that die in the Lord, from henceforth, or 
fpeedily, they arc bleffed, John v. even fo faith the 
Spirit ; for they reft from their labours, but their works 
follow them : for our labour fhall not be fruftrate or in 

Concerning the ftate of the church, it remaineth 
even as it was when you departed from us into your 
country. God grant we may be thankful to him; and 
that we do not only profefs the faith with words, but 
alfo exprefs the fame effectually with good works, to 
the praife of our Lord. The word of God incrcafeth 
daily in that part of Italy that is near unto us, and in 
France. 

In 
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In the mean while the godly fuftain grievous perfe- 
ctions, and with great conftancy and glory; through 
torments they go unto the Lord. The Lord Jefus 
ftiew pity upon the realm of England, and illuminate 
the fame with his Holy Spirit, to the glory of his 



name,: and: the falvation of fouls. The Lord Jefus 
preferveand deliver you from all evil, with all them 
that call upon his name. Farewel, and farewel eter- 
nally. The ioth of October, anno 15 54, from Zu- 
rich. You know the hand, H. B. 
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The LIFE, MARTYRDOM, &c. of the Rev. Dr. ROWLAND TAYLOR, Vicar, of HADLEY, in SUF- 
FOLK, under the cruel Tyranny 'of STEPHEN GARDINER,' Bishop of WINCHESTER, in the Bloody 
REIGN of MARY' I. who was burned at ALDHAM-COMMON, February 9, 1 555. 



THE town of Hadley was one of the firft that 
received the word of God, at the preaching 
of the Rev. Thomas Bilney ; by whofe indus- 
try the gofpel of Chrift took fuch root there, 
that a great number became exceeding well learned 
in the holy fcriptures, as well women as men. 

In this i&rifti, Dr. Rowland Taylor was a vicar, a 
man of eminent learning, and who : had- been admitted 
10 the degree of doctor of the civil and common law. 

His attachment to the pure and uncorrupted princi- 
ples of chriftianity recommended him to the favour and 
friendftu'p of Dr.. Cranmer, archbilhop of Canterbury, 
with M(hom he lived a comfortable time, tiU'through 
his intereft he obtained the living of Hadley. This 
charge he attended with the utmoft diligence and a(Ti- 
duity, recommending and inforcing the doctrines of 
the gofpel not only by his judicious difcourfes from 
the pulpit, but alfo by the whole tenor of his life and 
conversation. 

Thus continued Dr. Taylor promoting the intereft 
of the great Redeemer, and the fouls of mankind, both 
by his preaching' and example during the reign of king 
Edward VI. but on his demife and the fucceffioii of 

rien Mary to the throne, he efcaped riot the Cloud, 
tburft. on fo many belide; for two of his parilh- 
ioners, Fofter, an attorney, and Clark, a tradefman, 
out of blind zeal, rcfolved that mafs ftiould be cele- 
brated in all its fuperftitipus forms, in the parifti 
church at Hadley, on Monday before Eaftef i nay, they 
had even caufed an altar to be built in the chancelfor 
that ptirpole,' which being pulled down by the protec- 
tant inhabitants, they erected another, and prevailed 
With the rnmifter of an adjacent parifti to celebrate 
mafs in the paflion-week; . 

The do&or being employed in hisftudy, was alarmed 
at the rihging of bells at an unuTual time, but went to 
the church to inquire the caufe. He found the great 
doors fait, but lifting Up the latch "of the chancel-door,: 
he entered, and was not ;a little furprifed to fee a prieft 
in his habit prepared to : celebrate mafs, guarded by a 
parry of men under arrhs; ^o-preVent interruption. 

Dr. Taylor being vicar of the parith; demanded of 
the prieft the caufe of fuch' proceeding : without his 
knowledge or conferit ; and how he dared prophahe 
tlie temple of God with abominable idolatries. ' Fofter, 
the lawyer, ihfolently replied, " Thou traitor, how 
darcft thou to intercept the execution of the queen's 
orders;" but'the doctor undauntedly denied the charge 
of traitor, and aflertcd his' million as a miriifter of 
Chrift, and delegation to that part of his flock; com- 
manding the prieft, as a wolf in (beep's clothing, to 
depart, nbr infect the pure church of God with popifti 
idolatry. A very violent ' Altercation then ■enfued; be- 
tween Fofter the lawyer; and Dr. Taylor, the former 
aliening the queen's prerogative, and the other the 
authority of the canon law, which commanded that no 
mafs be faid, but at a confecrated altar. 

The prieft, intimidated by the intrepid behaviour of 
.the proteftant minifter, would have departed without 
faying mafs, but Clark 1 faid to him, Fear not, you have 
nfuper altare, (which is a confecrated ftbne, commonly 
about a foot fquarc, which the pbpifli plfiefts carry in- 
ftead of ah altar, when they fay mafs in gentlemen's 
houfes) proceed and do your duty. 



Then they forced the dodlor out of the church, ce- 
lebrated mafs, and immediately informed the lord 
chancellor, bilhop of Winchefter, of his beha- 
viour, who fummonfed him to appear before him, 
and anfwer the complaints that were alledged againft 
him. 

The doctor upon receipt of^e fummons, chearfully 
prepared to obey the fame; and on fome of his friends 
advifing him to fly beyond fea, in order to avoid the 
cruelty of his inneterate enemies, he told them that he 
was determined to go to the biftiop, and he repaired to 
LondopV and Waited on the bilhop. 

Now when bilhop. Gardiner faw Dr. Taylor, he, 
according to his common cuftom, reviled him, calling 
him knave, traitor, heretic, with many other villainous 
reproaches, which Dr. Taylor heard patiently, and at 
laft faid unto him : 

My lord, I am neither traitor nor heretic, but a true 
fubject, and a faithful chriftian man, and am come, 
according to your commandment, to know what is 
the caufe that your lordfhip hath fent for me. 

Then, faid the bilhop, art thou come, thou villain ? 
How dareft thou to look me in the face for lhame ? 
Know-eft thou not who l am ? 

Yes,- faid Dr. Taylor, I know who you are, Dr. Ste- 
phen Gardiner, bilhop of Winchefter, and lord chan- 
cellor, and yet but a mortal man.' But if I Ihould be 
afraid of your lordly looks, why fear you not God, the 
lord of us all ? How dare you for lhame look any 
chriftian man in the face, feeing you have forfaken the 
truth,, denied bur Saviour Chrift and: his* word, and 
done contrary to your own- 'oath and writing? With 
what countenance will you-appear before the judgment 
feat of Chrift, .and anfwer to your oath made firft unto 
king Henry the eighth; and afterwards unto king 
Edward the fixth, his fob. 

The biftiop anfwered, that was Herod's oath, un- 
lawful ; and therefore worthy, to be ■ broken : I have 
done \vell in breaking^it j and I thank XJod, I am 
come home again to Our mother, the-catholic church 
of Rome; and fo I would' thou Ihouldeft do. 

Dr. Taylor anfwered,i Should I forfake the: church of 
Chrift? God forbid. You wrote truly againft him, 
and were fwOrn againft: him. 

I tell thee, faid the biftiop of Winchefter, it was 
Herod's oath,: 'unlawful ; and: therefore ' ought to be 
broken, and ' not kept: and our holy father the pope 
hath difcharged me of it. 

Then faid -Dr. Taylor, But you fliall not be fo dis- 
charged before Chrift, who doubtlefs will require it at 
your hands, 'as a lawful oath- made to our liege arid fo- 
vereign lord the king; from whofe obedience no man. 
can quit you. 

• I .fee, laid the bilhop, thou art ah arrogant knave, 
and a very fool; ' ' , 

My lord, Dr. Taylor replied; " He iharlaith to his 
brother^ Racha, ii£ in danger of a counciU .and he that 
{kith, Thou fool, is in' danger of hell fire.*'; . 

The biftiop anfwered,' You ate falfe, 'and liars all 
the fort of you. 

Nay, faid Dr. Taylor, we are true men, and know 
that it isiwritten, " The mouth that lieth, flayeth the 
foul ;" and again, " Lord God, thoulhalt deftroy all - 
that fpeak lies." And therefore we abide by .the truth 
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of God's word, which you, contrary to your own con- 
fciences, deny and forfakc. 

. Then Taid rhe bifhopi Thou haft refifted the queen's 
proceeding, and would not fufter the mihifter ofAl- 
dam, Mr. John Avenh, a very virtuous and devout 
pricft, to fay mate in Hadley. Dr. Taylor angered. 
My lord, I am vicar of Hadley, and it is agairift all 
right, confcicnce, and laws, that any man mould come 
into my charge, and prefume to i^fecT: the .flock com- 
mitted unto me, with the venom of the popifh idola- 
trous mafs; 

With that the bifhop' waxed very angry, and faid, 
Thou art a blafphcmous heretic indeed, that blaf- 
phemeft the bleffcd facrament, (and put off his cap) 
and fpeakeft againft the holy mafs, which is made a 
facrifice for the quick and the dead. 

then anfwered . Dr. Taylor, Chrift gave himfelf to 
die for oiir redemption upon the crofs, whofe body 
there offered was the propitiatory facrifice full, per- 
fect, and f efficient unto falvatjon for all them that 
believe in him, Then the bifhop called his men, and 
flu'd, Have this fellows !iencie, and carry him to the 
King's Bench, and charge the keeper he be ftranly 
kept. 

Dr. Taylor kneeling down, held up. both his hands 
and faid, " Good Lord, 1 thank thee ; and from the 
tyranny of the bifhop of Rome, afjd all his deteftable 
errors, idolatries, and abominations, good .Lord deli- , 
ver us: and God be praifed for good king Edward." j 
So they carried' him to prifon to the King's-Bench, 
where he lay prifoiicr almoft tw.o years. 

This is the fum of their firft difcourfe, as mentioned 
in a letter that Dr. Taylor wrote to a friend of his, 
thanking God for. his grace, that he had confeffed his 
truth, and was found worthy for truth to fuller prifon 
and bonds, befeeching his friends to pray for him, that j 
he might perfevereconftant unto. the: end., ' 

The FOURTH and LAST EXAMINATION*?/" Dr. 
ROWLAND TAYLOR, ivha with Mr. BRAD- 
FORD and Mr. SAUNDERS were brought before the 
Bisnor of WINCHESTER, and other Prelates. ., 

IN January, r$ 5 5, the Rev. Dr. Taylor, Mr. Brad- • 
ford, and Mr,' Saunders, were again called to ap- . 
pear before the bifhop of . Winchefter, the . bifliops of 
Norwich, London,. Salifb.ury, and Durham, and there : 
■were again charged with, herefy and fchifm, and there- 
fore ai determinate- nnfvver '.was required, whether, they , 
would fubmit.xhcmfelvea.to the Roman bifhop, and 
abjure their errors, or clfe they would according ' to- 
their laws. proceed to thein condemnation. i 

When Drj.Taylor, Mr. Bradford, and Mr. Saunders, 
heard, this, rhey;anfweredr. boldly, that they would not 
depart from; the truph iwhich . they had preached , in 
king Edward's, days, neither; would they fubmit them-'. 
fhlv.es ■ to. the; Romifh Antichrift; but they thanked 
God. for fo. great mercy,-.- that he would call them to 
be worthy to fuffer for his.word and truth.. 

When the b'ifhbps fn.wi therri fo. -bold, and immpve- 
ably fixed irt the truth, they read; the fentence of death; 
upon them;, which when they had heard,,. they moft; 
joyfully gave God thanks, and. faid unto.- the bifhops, 
«*' We doubt not but God the righteous judge, will , re- 
quire our blood- at. your hands; and the, prqudeft : of 
you- all fliall repenr this receiving again of Antichrift, 
and your tyranny, that younow {hew againft the flock 
of Chrift." 

When Dr, Taylor had Iain, in the Poultry; Compter 
about a week, on the fourth of February, 15.55, Ed- 
mund Bonner.'bifliop of London, with;Qfhe?s, came to 
degrade him, bringing with them fuch ornaments as 
do appertain.to their mafling-mummery. Now being 
come, he; called far the faid Dr. Taylor to be brought 
untobim ; the bifhop being then in the. chamber where 
the keeper of the Compter and his wife lay. $0. Dr. 
Taylor was brought down: from the chamber above 
that to the faid. Bonner. And at. his. coming the bi- 
fhop faid, Doftor, 1 wifh. you. would remember ypvx- 



fejf, and turn to your mother holy church, fo may you 
do well enough, and I will -Sue for your pardon. , 
Whereunto Dr. Taylor a'nfwered, I with you and your 
fellows would turn to Chrifl. As for. me, I will not 
turn to Antichrift. Well, faid the bifhop, I am come 
to degrade you : wherefore put on thefe. vefiures. No, 
faid Dr. Taylor, I will not. Wilt thou nor, fard the - 
bifhop? I fliall make thee, ere I go. Said Dr. Taylor^, 
you fhall not, by die grace of God. Then he charged 
him upon his obedience to do it, but he would not. 

So he ordered another to put them upon his back, 
and hcing thoroughly furhifhed therewith, he fft his 
hands to his fide, walking up and down, and faid; 
How fay you,- my lord, am not I a goodly fool? How 
fay you, my mafters ? If 1 were in Cheapfide, fhould 1 
not have boys to laugh at thefe apifh toys, and trum- 
pery? Then the bifhop fcraped his fingers, thijrnbs; 
and the croivrt of his head. . 

At laft, when he would have given Dr. Taylor a - 
flroke on ; the brcaft with his croficr-ftaff, the bifhop's 
chaplain faid, My lord, ftrikehirn not,- for he \yill cer-i 
tainly ftrike again. Yes, by St; Peter wilUI, faid Dr. 
Taylor. The caufe is' Chrilt's, and I were no good 
chriftian, if I would not fight in rny rriafter's quarrel. 
The bifhop then laid his curfe upon him, but ftruck 
' him not. Dr. Taylor faid, Though you do 1 curfe me, 
yet God doth blcfs. me. . . 

The night after he was degraded, firs wife, his fotf 
Thomas, and his fervant John Hull came to him,- and 
were by the gentlenefs of the keepers permitted to flip; 
with him: at their coming, they kneeled down and 
prayed, faying the litany. ... 

After fupper walking up and down, he gave God 
thanks for his grace, that had fo called him, and given 
him flrength to abide by his holy word : and turning 
to his fon Thomas, " My dear fon, faid he, Almighty 
' God blefs thee, and give thee his Holy Spirit, to be a 
true fervaitt of Chrift, to learn his word, and con-; 
■ ftantly to Hand by his truth all thy life long. . And, 
iny. fon, fee that thou fear God always. Flee from all 
, finj and wicked living: be , virtuous, ferve God with 
\ daily prayer, and apply thy book. Jn any wife fee 
thou be obedient to thy mother, love her and- fervo 
j- her: be ruled by her now in thy youth, and follow her 
. good counfel in all thingsJ Beware of lewd company, 
of young men that fear not God, but follow their lewd 
; ' lufts and vain appetites. Fly from whoredom, and 
hate all filthy living, remembering that I thy father 
,; do die in the defence of holy marriage. 
; : Then turning to his wife, My dear wife, faid he, 
continue ftedfaft in- the fear and love of God ; keep 
; yourfelf undefilcd from your .popifh idolatries and 
'■ fuperflition, 1 have been unto . you a faithful yoke- 
fellow, and fp have you been ' unto me, for wbich I 
; pray God to reward you, and, doubt not, dear wife, 
but God will: reward it. Now the time is come that I 
fliall be taken from you, and you difcharged of the 
wedlock; bind towards, me: therefore 1 'will give yon. 
my counfel what I think mofr. expedient for you. You 
, arc yet a chiidrbcaring; woman, and therefore it will be 
moft convenient for you to -marry. 

On the morning after Dr. Taylor had . flipped with 
bis^wife- in;thq Compter, which was the. fifth day of 
February, the flieri.fi* of London with his officers came 
by, two : . o'clock, and brought, forth Dr. Taylor, and 
without- any light, led him, tp. the Woalpack, an inn 
without Aldgate. Dr. Taylor's wife, fufpedting that 
her hufband would that night.be carried. away, watched 
all night in St, Botqlph's church-porch without Ald- 
gatej, having with her -two children, the. one named 
E!i?K\beth,.of thirteen years of age, .(who, being left 
I without father or mother, Dr. Taylor, had charitably- 
j broHght up from three years old) the other named 
Mary, Dr. Taylor's own daughter. 

When the fherift-and his company came agamft St. 
BptolphVchurch, Elizabeth cried, faying,. O; ray. dear 
father-!, mother, mother, here is my titther. led away. 
Then his wifefaid, Rowland, Rowland, where.ant. tljou ? 
For it was a- very dark morning,, that the.. one. oowld- 
] not 
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not fee the other. Dn Taylor ahfwered, Dear wife, I 
am here, and flopped. The fhcrifPs men would have' 
led him forth ; but the flieriff faid, Stay a little, maf- 
ters, I pray you, and let him fpeak to his wife* and fo 
theyftaidi 

Then fhe came tb him, and he took his daughter 
Mary in his arms j and he, his wife, and Elizabeth, 
kneeled down and faid the Lord's prayer. At which 
fight the iheriff wept much, and fo did feveral others 
of the company. After they had prayed, he rofe up 
and kiffed his wife, and Ihook her by the hand, and 
faid, Farewel, my dear wife, be of good comforts for 
I am quiet in my confeiencie. God lhall ftir up a fa- 
ther for my children. And then he killed his daughter 
Mary, and faid, God blefs thee, and make thee his 
fervant: and killing Elizabeth, he faid, God blefs thee t 
I pray you all ftand ftrong and ftedfaft unto Chrift and 
his word, and beware of idolatry. Then faid his wife, 
God be with thee, dear Rowland, I will with God's 
grace meet thee at Hadley. 

And fo he was led forth to the Woolpack, and his 
wife followed him. As foon as they came to the Wool- 
pack, he was put into a chamber, wherein he was 
kept with four yeomen of the guard, and the fheriff's 
men. Dr. Taylor, as foon as he was come into the 
chamber, fell down on his knees, and gave himfelf 
wholly to prayer. The Iheriff then feeing Dr. Tay- 
lor's wife there, would in no cafe grant her to fpeak 
any more with her hulband, but gently deflred hef to 
go to his houfe and take it as her own, and promifed 
her fhe mould lack nothing, and fent two officers to 
condudl her thither. Notwithftanding, Ihe defired to 
go to her mother's, whither the officers led her, and 
charged her mother to keep her there till they came 
again. 

Dr. Taylor remained at the Woolpack, keptby the 
fheriff and his company, till eleven of the clock; at 
which time the flieriff of Effex was ready to receive 
him : and they fet him on horfeback within the inn, 
the gates being fliut. 

Ac coming out of the gates, John Hull ftood at the 
rails with Thomas, Dr. Taylor's fon. When Dr. Tay- 
lor faw them, he called them, faying, come hither, my 
fon Thomas. And John Hull lifted the child up, and 
fet him on the horfe before his father: and Dr. Taylor 
put off his hat, and faid to the people that ftood there 
looking on him, Good people, this is mine own fon, be- 
gotten of my body in lawful matrimony j and God be 
blcffed for lawful matrimony". Then he lifted up his 
eyes towards heaven and prayed for his Ion, laid his 
hat upon his head and bleffed him, and fo delivered 
the child to John Hull, whom he took by the hand 
and faid, Farewell John Hull, the faitlifullcft fervant 
ever man had. And fo they rode forth, the flieriff of 
Effex, with four yeoman of the guard, and the Iheriff's 
men leading them. 

When they were come almoft to Burntwood, one 
Arthur Fayfy, a man of Hadley, who. formerly had been 
Dr. Taylor's fervant, met with him, and he, fuppofing 
him to have been at liberty, faid,- Mailer, I am glad to fee 
you again at liberty, and came to him and took him by 
the hand. Sir, returned the Iheriff, he is a prifoner; 
what haft thou to do with him ? I cry you mercy, faid 
Arthur, I knew not fo much, and I thought itno offence' 
to talk to a true man. The flieriff was very angry with 
, this, threatened to carry Arthur with him to prifonj not- 
, withstanding he bid him get quickly away, and fo they 
rode forth toBurntwood; where they caufed to be made 
I for Dr. Taylor a clofe hood, with two holes for his eyes 
to. look out at, and a flit for his mouth to breath at. This 
they did, that no man fliould know Wm, nor he fpeak to 
any man. Which practice they ufed alfo with others. 
Their ownconfeiences told them, that they led innocent 
ambs to the flaughter. Wherefore they feared, left if 
people lhould have heard them fpeak, or have leen 
hem, they might have been much more llrengthened by 
heir pious exhortations to ftand ftedfaft in God's word, 
md to fly the fuperftitions and idolatries of the papacy. 

All the way Dr. Taylor was joyful and merry, as one 
nat accounted himfelf goingto a moft pleafant banquet 
No. 10. 



or marriage. He fpoke many notable things to the flie- 
riff and yeomen of the guard that conducted him, and 
often moved them to weep through his much earneft 
calling upon them to repent, and to amend their evil 
and wicked living. Oftentimes alfo he caufed them to 
wonder and rejoice, to fee him fo coriftant and ftedfaft, 
void of all fear, joyful in hearty arid glad to die. Of 
thefe yeomen of the guard, three ufed him very friend- 
ly, but the fourth (whofe name was Homes) ufed 
him very unkindly> and churlilhlyi 

At Chelmsford the Iheriff ofSuffolk met them, there 
to receive him, and to carry him into Suffolk. Being arl 
fupper, the Iheriff of Effex very earneftly befought him 
to return to the popifti religion, thinking with fair words 
to perfuade him. and faid, Good Doctor, we are right - 
forry for you, considering what the lofs is of fuch a man 
as you might be. God hath givenyou great learning and 
wifdomj wherefore you have been in great favour and 
reputation in times paft with the council andhigheftof 
this realm. Befides this, you are a man of goodly per- 
fonage, in your beft ftrengthj and by nature like to live 
many years, and Without doubt, you would in time to 
come be in as good reputation as ever you were, or 
rather better. For you are well beloved of all men* 
as well for your virtues as for your learning: and It 
were great pity you fliould call away yourfelf willing- 
ly, and fo come to fuch a painful and Ihameful deathi 
You would do much better to revoke your opinions, 
and return to the catholic univerfal church ofRome, 
acknowledge the pope's holinefs to be the fupreme 
head of the church, and reconcile yourfelf to him. You 
may do well yet if you will 1 doubtyou not butyoti lhall 
find favour at the queen's hands. I and all thefe yout 
friends, will be fuitor's for your pardon, which, no 
doubt, you will obtain 5 this eounfel I give you, good 
Doclor, of a good heart, and good will towards you: 
and thereupon 1 drink to you. In like manner faid all 
the yeoman of the guard, Upon that condition, Doc* 
tor, we will all drink to you. 

When they had all drank to hirm and the cup was 
come to him, he ftaid a little, as one ftudying what an- 
fwerhe might give. At the laft thus he anfweredand 
faid, Mr. Sheriff, and my mailers all, I heartily thank: 
you for your good-will ; I have hearkened to your 
words, and marked well your counfels. And to be 
plain with you, I do perceive that I have been deceiv- 
ed myfelf, and am likely to deceive a great many of 
Hadley of their expeftation. With that word they all 
rejoiced. Yes,Doctor,faid the flieriff, God's bleflingon 
your hearts hold you there ftill. It is the moft comfort- 
able word that we heard you fpeak yet. What ? fliould 
you caft away yourfelf in vain ? Play a wife man's part, 
and I dare warrant you will find favour. Thus they 
rejoiced very much at the word, and were very merry. 

At laft, Good Dodlor, faid the fheriff, what meant 
you by this, that you fay you have been deceived your- 
felf, and think you fliall deceive many in Hadley ? 
Would you know my meaning plainly, faid he ? Yes, 
faid the fheriff, tell it us plainly. 

Then faid Dr. Taylor, I will tell you how I have 
been deceived, and,JsJjthink, I fhall deceive a great 
many. I am, as XaflHsajnan that hath a very great 
carcafs, which Il | BHa ||fhould have been buried in 
Hadley church-yfro|!sH|a died in rny ; bed, as I well 
hoped Ifhould have done; but herein I fee Twas de<p 
ceivedj and there are a great number of worms iri 
Hadley church-yard, which fliould have had jolly feed- 
ing upon this carrion, which they have looked for ma- 
ny a day. But now I know we be deceived, both I and 
theyj for this carcafs muft be burned to afhes,and fo 
they fliall Iofe their bait and feeding, that they looked 
to have had of it. 

When the fheriff and his company heard him fay fo, 
they were amazed and looked one on another, marvel- 
ling at the man's conftant mind, that thus without all 
fear made butajeft at the cruel torment.and death now 
at hand prepared for him. Thus was their expectation 
clean disappointed. And in this appeareth what washis 
meditation in wealth and prolpenty; namely, that he 
fliould fhortly die, and feed worms in his grave ; which, 
Gg mediation 
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not fee the other. Dr; Taylor ahfwered, Dear wife, I 
am here, and flopped. The lherifPs men would have 
led him forth 5 but the fheriff faid, Stay a little, maf- 
ters, I pray you, and let him fpeak to his wife* and fo 
they ftaidi 

Then fhe came to him, and he took his daughter 
Mary in his arms ; and he, his wife, and Elizabeth, 
kneeled down and faid the Lord's prayer. At which 
fight the fheriff wept much, and fo did feveral others 
of the company. After they had prayed, he rofe up 
and luffed his wife, and Ihook her by the hand, and 
faid, Farewe!, my dear wife, be of good comfort, for 
I am quiet in my ConfcienCe. God ihall ftir up a fa- 
ther for my children. And then he killed his daughter 
Mary, and faid, God blefs thee, and make thee his 
fervant: and killing Elizabeth, he faid, God blefs thee t 
I pray you all ftand ftrong; and ftedfaft unto Chrift and 
his word, and beware of idolatry. Then faid his wife, 
God be with thee, dear Rowland, I will with God's 
grace meet thee at Hadley. 

And fohe was led forth to the Woolpack, and his 
wife followed him. As foon as they came to the Wool- 
pack, he was put into a chamber, wherein lie was 
kept with four yeomen of the guard, and the fheriff's 
men. Dr. Taylor, as foon as he was come into the 
chamber, fell down on his knees, and gave himfelf 
wholly to prayer. The fheriff then feeing Dr. Tay- 
lor's wife there, would in no cafe grant her to fpeak 
any more with her hufband, but gently deflred her to 
go to his houle and take it as her own, and promifed 
her fhe fhoiild lack nothing, and fent two officers to 
conduct her thither. Notwithftanding, fhe deflred to 
go to her mother's, whither the officers led her, and 
charged her mother to keep her there till they came 
again. 

Dr. Taylor remained at the Woolpack, kept by the 
fheriff and his company, till eleven of the clock; at 
which time the fheriff of EfTex was ready to receive 
him : and they fet him on horfeback within the inn, 
the gates being fhut. 

At coming out of the gates, John Hull ftood at the 
rails with Thomas, Dr. Taylor's fon. When Dr. Tay- 
lor faw them, he called them, faying, come hither, my 
fon Thomas. And John Hull lifted the child up, and 
fet him on the horfe before his father: and Dr. Taylor 
put off his hat, and faid to the people that ftood there 
looking on him, Good people, this is mine own fon, be- 
gotten of my body in lawful matrimony; and God be 
bleffed for lawful matrimony". Then he lifted up his 
eyes towards heaven and prayed for his fon, laid his 
hat upon his head and blefied him, and fo delivered 
the child to John Hull, whom he took by the hand 
and faid, Farewell John Hull, the faichfulleft fervant 
ever man had. And fo they rode forth, the fheriff of 
EfTex, with four yeoman of the guard, and the fheriff's 
men leading them. 

When they were come almoft to Burntwood, on< 
Arthur Fayfy, a man of Hadley, whoformerly hadbeei 
Dr. Taylor's fervant, met with him, and he, fuppofing 
himto have been at liberty, faid, Matter, I am glad to fee 
you again at liberty, and came to him and took him by 
the hand. Sir, returned the fheriff, he is a prifoner; 
what haft thou to do with him ? I cry you mercy, faid 
Arthur, I knew not fo much, and I thought itno offence' 
to talk to a true man. The fheriff was very angry with 
this, threatened to carry Arthur with him to prifon; not- 
jwithftanding he bid him get quickly away, and fo they 
jrode forth to Burntwood; where they caufed to be made 
Ifor Dr. Taylor a clofe hood, with two holes for his eyes 
Bo look out at, and a flit for his mouth tobreathat. This 
hey did, that no man fhould knowfrim, nor he fpeak 
my man. Which practice they ufed alfo with others, 
'heir ownconfeiences told them, that they led innocent 
mbs to the flaughter. Wherefore they feared, left if 
ie people fhould have heard them fpeak, or have feen 
em, they might have been much more ftrengthened by 
eir pious exhortations to ftand ftedfaft in God's word, 
d to fly the fuperftitions and idolatries of the papacy. 
All the way Dr. Taylor was joyful and merry, as one 
at accounted himfelf going to a moft pleafant banquet 
No. 10. 



or marriage. He fpojte many notable things to the lhe- 
riff and yeomen of the guard that conducted him, and 
often moved them to weep through his much earneft 
calling upon them to repent, and to amend their evil 
and wicked living. Oftentimes alfo he caufed them to 
wonder and rejoice, to fee him fo coriftant and ftedfaft, 
void of all fear, joyful in hearty arid glad to die. Of 
thefe yeomen of the guard, three ufed him very friend- 
ly, but the fourth (whofe name was Homes) ufed 
him very unkindly, and churlifhly; 

At Chelmsford the fheriff of Suffolk met them, there 
to receive him, and to carry him into Suffolk. Being at 
fupper, the fheriff of EfTex very earneftly befought him 
to return to the popifh religion, thinking with fair words 
to perfuade him. and faid, Good Doctor, we are right 
forry for you, confidering what the lofs is of fuch a man 
as youmight be. God hath givenyougreat learning and 
wil'domj wherefore you have been in great favour and 
reputation in times paft with the council andhiffheftof 
this realm. Befides this, you are a man of goodly per- 
fonage, in your beft ftrength; and by nature like to live- 
many years, and Without doubt, you would in time to 
come be in as good reputation as ever you were, or 
rather better. For you are well beloved of all men* 
as well for your virtues as for your learning : and it 



ly, and fo come to fuch a painful and fhameful death; 
You would do much better to revoke yoUr opinions; 
and return to the catholic univerfal church of Rome, 
acknowledge the pope's holinefs to be the fupreme 
head of the church, and reconcile yourfelf to him. You 
maydo wellyet ifyou will 1 doubtyou not butyoU fhall 
find favour at the queen's hands. I and all thefe yoUf 
friends, will be fuitor's for your pardon, which, no 
doubt, you will obtain ; this eounfel I give you, good 
Doctor, of a good heart, and good will towards you: 
and thereupon I drink to you. In like manner faid all 
the yeoman of the guard. Upon that condition, Doc«? 
tor, we will all drink to you. 

When they had all drank to him; and the cup was 
come to him, he ftaid a little, as one ftudying what an- 
fwer he might give. At the laft thus he anfwered and 
faid, Mr. Sheriff, and my matters all, I heartily thank 
you for your good-will ; I have hearkened to your 
words, and marked well your counfels. And to be 
plain with you, I do perceive that I have been deceiv- 
ed myfelf, and am likely to deceive a great many of 
Hadleyof" their expeitation. With that word theyall 
rejoiced. Yes,Doctor,faid the fheriff, God's bleflingon 
your heart; hold you there ftill. It is the moft comfort- 
able word that we heard you fpeak yet. What ? fhould 
you caft away yourfelf in vain ? Play a wife man's part, 
and I dare warrant you will find favour. Thus they 
rejoiced very much at the word, and were very merry. 

At laft, Good Doctor, faid the flieriff, what meant 
you by this, that you fay you have been deceived your- 
felf, and think you fhall deceive many in Hadley ? 
Would you know my meaning plainly, faid he ? Yes, 
faid the fheriff, tell it us plainly. 

Then faid Dr. Taylor, I will tell you how I have 
been deceived, and^^s^hink, I fhall deceive a great 
many. I am, as j^flBKarnan that hath a very great 
carcafs, which fSHgliifhould have been buried in 
Hadley church-yOTjsKBpl died in my'bed, as I well 
hoped Ifhould have done; but herein I fee I was de«, 
ceivedj and there are a great number of worms jti 
Hadley church-yard, which fhould have had jolly feed- 
ing upon this carrion, which they have looked for ma- 
ny a day. But now I know we be deceived, both I and 
they; for this carcafs muft be burned to afhes,and fo 
they ihall lofe their bait and feeding, that they looked 
to have had of it. 

When the fheriff and his company heard him fay fo, 
they were amazed and looked one on another, marvel- 
ling at the man's conflant mind, that thus without all 
fear made butajeft at the cruel torment,and death now 
at hand prepared for him. Thus was their expectation 
clean difappointed. And in this appeareth what was his 
meditation in wealth and proipenty; namely, that he 
fhould fhortly die, and feed worms in his grave ; which 
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meditation if ail our bifhops, and fpiritualmenhadufed, ll 
they had not for worldly glory forfaken the wold of 1\ 
. God and truth, which t hey in king Edward's days had I . 
preached and let forth, nor yet, to maintain the bifhop I 
of Rome's authority* have committed fo many to the 
fire as they did. 

But let us return to Dr. Taylor, who at Chelmsford 
was delivered to the ftierifF of Suffolk, and byhim con- 
ducted to Hadley, where he fuffered. When they were 
come to Lanham, the fheriff ftayed there two days; and 
thither came to him a great number of gentlemen and 
juftices, who were appointed to aid the fheriff. Thefe 
gentlemen endeavoured very much to reduce Dr. Tay- 
lor to the Romilh religion, promifing him his pardon, 
which, faid they, we have here for you. They promi- 
fedhim great promotions, even a bifhopric if he would 
take it: but all their labour and flactcring words were 
in vain. For he had not built his houl'e upon the fand 
in peril of falling at every puff of wind, but upon the 
fure and immovable rock,Chrift. Wherefore he abode 
conftant and immovable to the end. 

After two days, the lheriff and his company led Dr. 
Taylor towards Hadley, and coming within two miles 
of the town, he defired to light off his horfe to make 
Water : which done, he leapt, as men commonly do in 
dancing. Why,Do&or, (aid the fheriff, how do you 
now? Heanfwered,Well,Godbepraifed,goodfheriff, 
never better: for now I know 1 am almoft at home. 1 
lack notpaft two ftiles to go over,and I am even at my 
father's Houfe. But Mr. She-riff, faid he, lhall we not 
go through Hadley ? Yes, faid the fheriff. Then faid 
he,0 good Lord, I thank thee, I lhall yet once ere 1 die 
fee my flock, whom thou Lord knoweft I have moil 
heartily loved, and truly taught : good Lord blefs them, 
and keep them ftedfaft in thy word and truth. 

When they were come to Hadley, and riding over the 
bridge, at the bridge-foot waited a poor man with five 
final 1 children: who when he faw Doclor Taylor he and 
his children fell down upon their knees, and held up their 
hands, and cried with a loud voice, and faid, O dear fa- 
ther and good fhepherd, Doctor Taylor, God help and 
iuccourtnee, as thou haft manya time fuccouredme and 
my poor children. Such witnefs had the fervant of God 
of his virtuous and charitable alms given in his lifetime. 
For God would now the poor fhould teftify of his good 
deeds to his Angular comfort, to the example of others, 
and confufion of his perfecutors and adyerfaries. For 
the fheriff and others that led him to death, were won- 
derfully aftonifhed, and rebuked the poor man for fo 
crying. The ftreets of Hadley were befet on both fides 
the way with men and women of the town and country, 
who waited to fee him; whom when they beheld lb led 
to death, with weeping eyes and lamentable voices they 
cried, faying one to another, Ah good Lord! there 
goeth our good Ihepherd from us,thatfo faithfully hath 
taught us, fo fatherly hath cared ror us, and fo godly 
hath governed us ! O merciful God ! what fhall we poor 
fcattered lambs do ? What lhall come of this moft 
wicked world ? Qood Lord ftrengthen him, and com- 
fort him: with fuch other moft lamentable and piteous 
voices. Wherefore the peoplewrere rebuked by the 
flieriff and his men, that led;;BHMLjAnd Dr. Taylor 
repeatedly faid to the peoplg|fSfflHBpreached to you 
God's word and truth, and^P^Bfefthis day to feal 
it with my blood. •**»'•' 

Comingagainft thealms-houfes,whichhe well knew, 
he caft to the poor people money, which remained out 
of what had been given him in the time of his impri- 
fonment. As for his living, they took it from him at 
hisfirft going to prifon, fo that he was fuftaincdall the 
time of his imprifonment by the charitable almsof good 
.. people that vifited him. 

Therefore the money that now remained he put into 
a glove, ready for the lame purpofe-, and gave it to the 
popr alms-men (landing at their doors to fee him. And 
coming to the laft of the alms-houfes, and not feeing 
the poor that dwelt there, ready at their doors, as the 
Others were, he afked, is the blind-man and blind-wo- 
man that dwelt here alive ? It was anfwered. Yes, they 



are within. Then he threw the glove and all jn at 
the window, and rode on. 

Thus this good father and provider for the poor now 
took his leave of thofe, for whom all his life he had a 
finguiar care and love. For this was his cuftom, once, 
in a fortnight at leaft, to call upon fir Anthony Doyl, 
and others of the richcloth-makers,.to go with him to 
the alms-houfes, and there to fee how the poor lived;, 
what they lacked in meat, drink, clothing, bedding,, 
or any other neceffaries. The like did he alio to other 
poor men that had many children, or were lick. Then 
. would he exhort and comfort them, and where he found 
caufe, rebuke the unruly, and what they wanted, that 
gave lie after his power: and what he was not able, he" 
caufed the rich and wealthymen to minifterunto them. 
Thus fhewed he himfelf in all things an example to his 
flock, worthy to be followed; and taught by his deeds, 
what a great treafure alms is to all fuch as chearfully 
for Chrift's fake do bellow them. 

When Dr. Taylor was arrived atAldham-Common, 
the place where he Ihould fuffer, feeing a great multi- 
tude of people, he afked, What place is this, and what 
mcaneth it that fo much people are gathered-hither ? 
It was anfwerel, Tt is Aldham-Common, the place 
where you muft fuffer; and the people are come to 
look upon you. Then, faid he, Thanked be God, I 
am even at home, and fo alighted from his horfe, and 
with both his hands rent the hood from his head. 

Now was his head notched and clipped much like as 
a man would clip a fool's; which coft the good bifhop 
Bonner had bellowed upon him, when he degraded him. 
But when the people faw his reverend and ancient face, 
with a long white beard, they burft out with weeping 
tears, and cried, faying, God fave thee, good Dr. Tay- 
lor! Jefus Chrift ftrengthen thee, and help thee! the 
Holy Ghoft comfort thee ! with fuch other like good 
wilhes. Then would he have fpoken to the people, 
but the yeomen of the guard -were fo bufy about him, 
that as foon as he opened his mouth, one or other 
thruft a tipftaff into his mouth, and would in no wife 
permit him to fpeak. * 

Then he defired licence of the fheriff to fpeak; but 
'the flieriff denied it to him, and bade him remember 
his promife to the council. 

Well, (aid Dr. Taylor, promife muft be kept. 
What this promife was, is unknown : but common 
fame was, that after he and others were condemned, the 
council fent for them, and threatened they would cut 
their tonguesout oftheirheads, execptthey would pro- 
mife, that at their deaths they would keep filence, and 
, not fpeak to the people. Wherefore they^ defirous to 
have the ufe of their tongues, to call upon God as long 
as they might live, promifed filence. For the papifts 
feared much, left this change of religion, from truth to 
lies, from Chrift's ordinance to the popifli traditions,, 
fhould not fo quietly have been received asitwas,efpe- 
cially this burning of the preachers : but they meafur- 
ingothers' minds by their own, feared left any tumultor 
uproar might have been furred, the people 'having fo 
juft a caufe not tobecontentedwiththeirdoings,oreli'e 
(as they moft feared)that the people fliould more have 
been confirmed, by their pious exhortations, to ftand 
ftedfaft againft their vain popifh doctrine and idolatry. 
But thanks be to God, who gave to his witneffes, faith 
and patience, with flout and manly hearts to difpife all 
torments: neither was there fo much as any one man 
that fhewed any fign of difobedience towards thema- 
giftrates. They fhed their blood gladly in defence of 
the truth, fo leaving example unto all men of true and 
perfect obedience ; which is to obey God more than 
men, and if need require it, to flied their own blood 
rather than depart from God's truth. 

Dr. Taylor perceiving thathc couldnotbe fuffered to 
fpeak,fatdown, and feeing one named Soyce, he called 
him, and faid, Soyce, I pray thee come and pull off my 
boots, and take them for thy labour: thou haft long 
J looked for them, now take them. Then he rofe up, 
j and put off his clothes unto his fhirt, and gave them 
j away. Which done, he faid with a loud voice, Good 
I - . people 
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people, Iliavetaughtyou nothing but God's holy word, 
and thofe leflbns that I have taken out of God's bleffed 
book, the Holy bible: and I am come. hither this day 
to feal it with my blood. With that word, Homes, 
yeoman of the guard, who ufed Dr. Taylor very cruelly 
all the way, gave him a great ftroke upon the head, and 
laid, is that the keeping of thy promife, thou heretic ? 
Then he, feeing they would not permit him to (peak, 
kneeled down and prayed, and a poor woman that was 
among the people ftepped in and prayed with him; but 
her they thruft away, and threatened to tread her down 
with theirhorfes:notwithftanding,lhewouldnot remove, 
but abode and prayed with him. When he had prayed, 
he went to the ftake and killed it, and fet himfelf into 
a pitch-barrel, which they had fet for him to ftand in, 
and fo ftood with his back upright againft the ftake, 
with his hands folded together, and his eyes towards 
heaven, and continually prayed. 

Then they bound him with chains, and the iheriff 
called one Richard Donningham a butcher, and com- 
manded him to fet up the faggots : but he refufed.to do 
if, and faid, I am lame, fir, and hot able to lift a faggot. 
The Iheriff threatened to fend him to prifon : notwith- 
ltanding, he would not do it. 

Then he appointed one Mulleine of Carfey, a man 
for his virtues fit to be a hangman, and So3'ce a very 
drunkard, and Warwick, who, in king Edward's days, 
loft one of his ears for his feditious talk, amongft whom 
was alfo one Robert King, a deviler of interludes, 
who was there prefent, and had doings there with the 
gunpowder ; what he meant and did therein (he him- 
felf laid he did it for lor the heft and for quick difpacch) 
the Lord knoweth, who lhall judge alh More of this 
I have not to fay. 

Thefe four were appointed to fet up the faggots, and 
to make the fire, which they moft diligently did; and 
this Warwick cruelly call a faggot at him, which ftruck 
him on his head, and cut his face, that the blood ran 
down. Then faid Dr. Taylor, O friend, I have harm 
enough, whatneedeth that ? 

i>ir John Shelton (landing by, as Dr. Taylor was 
fpeaking, and faying the Pfalm Mtferere in Englifh, 
ftruck him on the lips; You knave, faid he, fpeakLatin, 
I will make thee. At laft they kindled the fire; and 
Dr. Taylor, holding up both his hands, called, upon 
God, and faid, Merciful Father of heaven, for Jefus 
Chrift my Saviour's fake, receive my foul into thy 
hands. So he ftood ftill without either crying or mov- 
ing, with his hands folded together, till Soyce with an 
halbert ftruck him on the head that his brains fell out, 
and the corps fell down into the fire. 

Thus rendered this man of God his blefied foul into 
the hands of his merciful Father, and to his moft dear 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, whom he moft intirely loved, 
faithfully and earneftly preached, obediently followed 
in living, and conftantly glorified in death. 
. They that were prefent and familialy converfant with 
Dr. Taylor, reported of him, that they never did fee 
in him any fear of death, but efpecially, and above all 
the reft who befides him fuffered at the fame time, al- 
ways fhewed himfelf merry and chearful in the time of 
his imprifonment, as well before his condemnation, as 
after: he kept one countenance and like behaviour. 
Whereunto he was the rather confirmed by the com- 
pany and prefence of Mr. John Bradford, who Was in 
the fame prifon and chamber with him. 

The morning whenhe wascalledupby the fheriff to go 
to his burning, being fuddenlyawaked out of his found 
ficep, he fat up in his bed, and, putting on his (hirt, had 
thefe wordsjfpeakingfomewhatthickafterhis accuftom- 
ed manner; Ah vile thieves, ah vile thieves, rob God of 
his honour, rob God of his honour? Afterwards being 
rifen and tying his points, he caft his arms about a great 
beam which was in the chamber between Mr. Brad- 
ford's bed and his ; and there hanging by the hands, faid 
to Mr, Bradford ; O Mr. Bradford, what a notable fway 
I fhould give if I were hanged ! meaning for that he was 
a corpulent and big man. Thefe things I thought good 
here to note, to let forth and declare to thofe who 
lhall read this hiftory, what a notable and Angular gift 



of fpirit and courage God .had given to this bleffed 
martyr. 

About the time Dr. Taylor was deprived of his bene- 
fice of Hadley, Sir Robert Bracher, a pretended protef- 
tant in king Edward's days, and afterwards a deadly 
enemy to the fame religion, was one of them that fo un- 
mercifully thruft Dr. Taylor's wife and children out of 
the doors, as fhe herfelf hath teftified: and notwith- 
ftanding the fame, fince became a proteftant again. 

A LETTER, 
From the Rev. Dr. Rowland Taylor, to his Wife. 

DEAR WIFE, I pray God to be ever with us, through 
Chrift, our only Mediator, Amen. 
1 am glad that Hadley has ikill in judging of fuch packing 
ware as was brought thither, the firft of May lad. The 
preacher or rather packer, faid, as I hear, that the fcripture is 
full of dark femences; but it is called of David a candle to our 
-et, and a light to our paths. Our Saviour calleth his word, the 
iglit which evil doers do flee from and hate, left their deeds 
fhould be reproved thereby. St. Paul would have us walk as 
children of light; and not, in any wife, to continue in ignorance 
— darknefs. 

Now as to the packs of this preacher, I fear they were, as all 
other wares be, changed into (locks, even his very fined pack- 
ing duff againft jollification by faith only, and for the corporal 
pretence of Chrifl's body, for praying for fouls departed, and 
for auricular conl'eflion. Abraham's juftification by faith, by 
grace, by promife, and not by works, is plainly fet forth in the 
epiftle 10 the Romans, chap. iv. and to the Galations, chap. Hi. 
and Abraham's works of obedience, in offering up his fort fo 
long after his juftification, mud needs betaken as a fruit of a 
good tree jultifying before men, and not of judification before 
God ; for then had man to glory in, then did Chrift die in vain. 

And whereas, chap. vi. of St. John, was alledged to prove, 
that Chrift did give his body corporally in his (upper, even as 
he had promifed in the fame chaper, it is mod untrue, for he 
only gave his body facramentally, fpiritually, and effectually in 
his flipper to the faithful apodles, and corporally he gave it in a 
bloody facrifice for the life of the world upon the crols once for 
all. There in his own perfon, in his own natural body, he bore 
all our (ins. By whofe ftripes weare healed, as St. Peter fhew- 
eth, 1 Peter ii. and Ifai.liii. Indeed receiving Chrift's facra- 
ment accordingly as it was inftituted, we receive Chrift's body 
and Chrift's blood, even as I faid before the apoftles did. 

But the popifh mafs is another matter. The mafs, as it is 
now, is but one of Antichrift's younged daughters, in which 
the devil is rather prefent and received, than our Saviour, the 
fecond perfon in Trinity, God, and Man. O .Lord God hea- 
venly Father, for Chrift's fake, we befeech thee to turn'agairj 
England to the right way it was in, in king Edward's time. 
. But to return again to the packer, rather than preacher, he 
bringeth St. Chryfoltom, where he maketh a comparifon be- 
tween Chrid's flelh and Elias's cloak cad down to Elizeus, 
when Elias was taken up in the fiery chariot ; at length he faith, 
that Chrift, afcended up to heaven, took his flefh with him, and 
alfo left his flefh behind him on earth. 

The meaning is, lie did afcend with his flefh, and left a me- 
morial cloak of the fame body and flefti, which he calleth his 
flefh, as he in the facramental phrafe calleth bread his body, 
becaule it reprefenteth his body : and as in like manner of fa- 
cramental fpeecb, a lamb was called the paffover, the circrimci- 
fion, God's covenant. He took up his flefh corporally, and 
left his flefh in mydery and facrament fpiritually. Or it may 
be faid, that he left his flefh upon earth, that is, his myftical 
body, his faithiul people ; whom St. Paul calleth the members 
of his body, of his flefh, of his bones, Ephef. v. In the jdix. 
chapter of Genefis, there is no word of Chrift's facrament, but 
there is a prophecy of Chrift's paffion. And where he fpeaketh. 
there of grapes and wine, it is as what is fpoken of Chrift in 
another place, where he faith, " I alone did tread the wine- 



1 a thoufand bellies : for then may fArift divide the parts of 
is body, as a loaf is divided, and fo ronfumed, and then 
might fcripture be falfe, appointing Chrift's body to be but in 
one place, Acts iii. Phil. iii. Heb. iii. The articles of our 
faith tell us fufficiently where Chrift's body is. It was never in 
two places at once, neither ever lhall be, neither ever can be 
corporally and naturally, neither ever was, is, can, or lhall be 
eaten fo with any coiporal mouths, as the Capernaites and the 
papifts moft crroneoufiy and heretically do judge. If our Savi- 
our Jefus Chrift hath no other body natural than is made of the 
fubftance of bread, and is in a thoufand places at once, as I 
have often faid in Hadley, we are not yet redesmed, neither (hall 
our bodies rife again, and be made like unto his glorious body. 
We are furc that our Saviour Chrid's body is made of none 
other fubftance than of his mother the'bleflid virgin Mary's fub. 
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fiance. - We are lure that he taketh not the nature of angels, 
much left of bread. He only taketh on him the feed of Abra- 
ham, Heb. ii. In all things like unto us, fin, only excepted. 
- And this is a comfortable doctrine to us chrittians, believing 
ftedfaftly, as the true catholic faith is, that Chrift hath but two 
natures, perfect God, andperfea man. , Upon this'rock CHrift's 
church is built, and the gates of hell ihall never prevail 
againft it. Matt. xvi. 

J fpealc nothing now of auricular confeffion, and praying for 
foul& departed, becaufe Tdd not hear what authors the packer 
brought in for this purpofe. Sure 'I am, that he can bring no 
authentical and canonical warrant for fuch his pack-ware. He 
may fay what he will of Hebricians arid Grecians, and the flefti 
.under forms, and not above forms, or above the board. He 
may conjure and convey, pafs and repafs, evert what he will 
in fuch clouds and mifts. He reproved the fcriptures as full of 
darkneft, and yet is. full of darknefs himfelf. He did wittily, 
to; bring proofs out of Jewry, Turkey, and other ftrange places, 
for his round white cake, lor that fuch his pedlary pelf-pack is 
contrary to the fame fimplicity of Chrift's fupper. • He glanced 
at priefts' marriage. He might againft that have brought as 
ancient a doctor as any alledged out of Hebrew, for his mafs 
, and wafer cake, that is Dr. Devil, i. Tiro.- 4. 

I wonder that he did not coufute and confound St. Paul for 
the fentences written above the altar,' of which he made men- 
tion in the pulpit. -For he and his fellows are fo profound, fo 
excellent! fo glorious, and triumphant clerks, that they can 
eafily prove a man an afs, and writers in the bible, ignorant, 
fimple, full of errors, full of herelies, and beggarly fools. Yet 
they will be called loving, faithful, and true chriflian people, 
defenders of the holy mother the church : but truly they take 
part with the prince of darkneft, with Antichrift, with Jezebel, 



Apoc. ii. They will not be called Papifts, Pharifees, Jews, 
Turks, Heretics," andfo forth: but' whatfpever; they will, be 
called, God's religion had never mpre evident adversaries, and 
that in all the chief points of it ; no'not then, when pur Saviour 
Chrift whipt fuch merchants out of the temple, calling them a 
company of .thieves, Matt. xxi. God give them grace to re- 
pent. God be thanked that the nobility fomcthing of late hath 
- fpied and flopped their. tyranny. O unhappy England ! O more 
ungrateful people ! fooner bewitched than the foolifh Galatians. 
We have now' no excufe. 

We .have undoubtedly feen the true trace of the prophetical, 
apoftolical, primitive.catholic church. We are warned to be- 
ware, left we are led out of that way, fociety, and rule of reli- 
gion. Now we Ihall Ihew what countrymen we are, whether 
fpiritual and heavenly, or carnal and worldly. "We had as true 
knowledge as ever was in any country, or at any time, fince 
the beginning of the world, God be praifed therefore. If Had- 
ley, being fo many years perfuaded in fuch truth, will now 
for'fake the fame, and defile itfelf with the cake-god, idolatry, 
and other antichriftianity thereunto belonging, let it furely look 
for many and wonderful plagues of God Ihortly. Though ano- 
ther have the benefice, yet, as God knoweth, I cannot but be 
careful for my dear Hadley. And therefore as I could not but 
fpeak, after the firft abominable mafs begun there, I Being pre- 
fent no more, cannot but write now being abfent, hearing of 
the wicked prophanation of my late pulpit by fuch a wiley wolf. 
God's love, mercy, goodnefs, and favour, hath been unfpeakable, 
in teaching us the right way of falvation and juftification : let us 
all have fome zeal, fome care how to ferve him according to his 
good will written. The God of love and peace be ever in Had- 
ley, through Chrift our only advocate. Amen. 



CHAR IV. 



An Am'CTiNG Narrative, W Historical Account of feveral Protestants, namely, Judge Hales, 
Thomas Toimtms, William Hunter, Thomas Causton, Thomas Higbed, William Pygot, Stephen 
Knight, and John Laurence ; who were perfecuted, tormented, and moft of them burned, under the bloody 
Tyranny of Bonner, Bifhop of London. 



STEPHEN GARDINER, having condemned and 
burned feveral great and learned men, he prefumed 
that thefe examples would deter any one from fpeaking 
againft; and oppofing the 4 popifh religion, and his ty- 
rannical proceedings j but in this imagination he found 
himfelf deceived; for within eightor nine days after fen- 
tence had palled againft bifhop Hooper and "others, be- 
ing the 8 th of February, fix other good chriftians were 
likewife brought before the bilhops,to be examined for 
the fame caufe of religion. Stephen Gardinerfeeing this 
became difcouraged; and from that day meddled no 
more in fuch kind of condemnations ; but referred the 
whole of this cruel bufinefs to Bonner, bifhop of Lon- 
don; who fupplied that part, as in the further procefs of 
this hiftory will evidently appear. Bifhop Bonner hav- 
ing taken the matter in hand, called before him in his 
confiftory at St. Paul's (the lord mayor, and feveral 
aldermen fitting with him) the fix perfons, upon the 
8th day of February, and on the next day, being the 
9th, read the fentence of condemnation upon them, as 
appeareth in Bp. Bonner's own regifters : fuch quick 
fpeed thefe men could make in difpatching their bufinefs 
at once. But becaufe the death of thefe condemned 
martyrs did not follow before the nextj^mth of March, 
we will defer the profecutihg of tMHHBer, till we 
come to the time and day of they^SpRgP' 

What was the caufe that their 'SpPoW* as fo long 
deferred after their condemnationfwe cannot precifely 
fay, unlefs peradyenture the fermon of Alphonfus, the 
Spanifh friar, and the king's confeffor, did fome good; 
for when thofe fix perfons were caft upon Saturday the 
gth of February, upon the day following, the 10th of 
February, the faid Alphonfus preached before the 
-king; in which fermon he did earneftly enveigh againft 
the bifhops for burning of men, faying plainly that 
they learned it not in fcripture, to burn any for his 
confeience: but the contrary, that they fhould live and 
be converted: with many other things more to the 
fame purport. 



February 14, Dr. Robert Ferrar, bifhop of St. Da- 
vid's, was fent towards St. David's, there to be con- 
demned and executed. Touching whofe martyrdom, 
forafmuch as it fell not before the month of March, we 
will defer the hiftory thereof till we come to the day 
and time of his. fufferings. 

On the 1 4th day of February, the lord chancellor, and 
other bifhops, caufed the image of Thomas Becket to 
be fet up over the mercer's chapel door, in Cheaufide, 
London, in the form and fhape of a bilhop, with mitre 
andcrofs.. But within two days after his erection, his 
two bleffing fingers were firft broken away, and on the 
next day (being the 1 7 th of February ) his head alf6 was 
taken off: whereupon arofe great trouble, and many 
were fufpedted: among whom one Mr. John B irnes, 
mercer, dwelling over-againft the faid chapel, was ve- 
hemently bv the. lord chancellor charged withal, as the 
doer thereof, and the rather for that he wasaprofeffor 
of the truth. Wherefore he and three of his fervants . 
were committed to prifon; and at his delivery (although 
it could not be proved upon him) he was bound in a 
great fum of money, as well to build it up again as. of- 
ten as it fhould be broke down, as alfo to watch and 
keep the fame. And therefore the image was again fet 
up the 2d. day of March enfuing; but the 14th day of 
the fame month, in the night, the head, was again the 
fecond time broke off : which thing was fo heinoufly 
taken, that the next- day, being the 15 th, there was a 
proclamation made in London, that whofoever would 
tell who did ftrike off his. head, (though he were of 
counfel, and not the principal doer (he fhould have not 
only his pardon, but alio one hundred crowns 01 gold, 
with hearty thanks. But it was not known whu 
did it. 

February 1 8 th, queen Mary at length, after long de r 
lay, made fullanfwer to the king of Denmark's letters, 
who had written before two letters to the queen, in the 
behalf pf Mr. Coverdale, for his deliverance, who ac 
that time went under fureres, ani was in great danger, 
had 
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he 838 not been refcued by the fuit and letters of the 
faid king of Denmark. 

On February 19th, there was a certain intimation fet 
forth, and printed in the name of bifhop Bonner, where- 
in was contained a general monition, and ftridt charge 
given- to every man and woman within his diocefe, to 
prepare themfelves againft Lent, then near approaching, 
to receive the glad tidings of peace and reconciliation 
fent from the pope, Jjlius III. by Poole, his cardinal 
and legate. 



IN a former part of this work, mention was made of 
judge Hales, of whom we {hall more particularly 
fpeak in this place; beginning with the conference be- 
tween Stephen Gardiner, the bifhop of Winchefter, and 
him, he being in Wefiminfter Hall with other judges 
to take his oath, October 6, 1553, declaring withal 
how falfe the excufe is of the papifts, who fo prccifely 
by the law defend themfelves, and fay, that in all their 
doings they did nothing but by the law, to bear them 
out. 

Lord Chancellor. \lt R. Hales, you are to underfland, 
1VJL that as the queen's highnefs hath 
heretofore conceived a good opinion of you, especially 
for that you flood both faithfully and lawfully in her 
caufe of juft fucceflion, refufing to let your hand to the 
hook among others that were againft her grace in that 
behalf; fo now, through your own iatc de.ferts againft. 
fome of her highnefs's proceedings, you fraud not well, 
in her grace's favour; and therefore before you take any 
oath, it will be neceffary for you to clear yourfelf. 

Judge Hales. I pray you, my Lord, for what caufe? 

Lord Chancellor. Information is given, that you have 
indicted feveral priefts in Kent for faying mafs. 

Judge Hales. My lord, it is not fo: 1 indicted none; 
but indeed certain indictments of the like nature were 
brought before me. at the Lift afiizes there held, and I 
gave order therein as the law required. For I have 
profefled the law, againft which, in cafes of juftice, I 
will never, God willing, proceed, nor in any wife difilm- 
ble, but with the fame fhew forth my confeience; and 
if it were to do again, I would do no lefs than I did. 

Lord Chancellor. Yes, Mr. Hales, your confeience is 
known well enough; I know you want not confeience. 

Judge Hales. My lord, you may do well to fearch 
your own confeience, for mine is better known to my- 
felf than to you: and to be plain, I did as well ufe juf- 
tice in your faid mafs-cafe by my confeience, as by law, 
wherein I am fully bent to rtand in trial to the tttter- 
moft that can 6e objected. And if I have herein done 
any injury or wrong, let me be judged by the law; for 
I will feck no better defence, confidering chiefly that it 
is my profeffion. 

Lord Chancellor. Why, Mr. Hales, although you had 
the rigour of the law on your fide, yet you might have 
liad regard to the queen's highnefs's prefent doings in 
that cafe. And further, although you feem to be more 
than precife in the law, yet 1 think you would be very 
loth to yield to the extremity of fuch advantage as 
might be gathered againft your proceedings in the law, 
as you have fometimcs taken upon you in place ol juf- 
tice; and if it were well tried, 1 believe you fhould not 
well be able to fiand honcftly thereto. 

Judge Hales. My lord, I am not fo perfect, but I 
ay err for want of knowledge. But both in confei- 
ce, and fuch knowledge of the law as God hath given 
e> I will do nothing but I will maintain it, and abide 

it: and if my goods and all that I have be not able 
to counterpoife the cafe, my body fhall be ready to 
ftrve the turn; for they be all at the queen's highnefs's 

, Lord Chancellor. Ah, fir, you be very quick and ftout 
n youranfwers. But as it fhould feem, that which you 
Jid was more of favouring the opinion of your religion 
'gainft the fcrvicc now ufed, than for any occafion or 
zeal for juftice, feeing the queen's highnefs doth fct it 



forth as yet, wifliing all her faithful fubjects to embrace 
it accordingly : and where you offer both bodv and 
goods in your trial, there is no fuch matter required at 
your hands, and yet you fliall noc have your own will 

Judge Hales. My lord, I defire not an obftinate will, 
but to fhew myfclf as I am bound in love to God, and 
obedience to the queen's majeltv, in whofe caufe wil- 
lingly for jufliec fake, all other refpects At apart, 1 did 
of late, as your lordfhip knoweth, adventure as much 
as I had. And as for my religion, I trufl it be fuch as 
pleafeth God, wherein I am ready to adventure as well 
my life as my fubftance, if I be called thereunto. And 
fo inflead of my own power and will, the Lord's will, 
the Lord's will be fulfilled. 

Lord Chancellor. Seeing you be at this point, Mr. 
Hales, 1 will prefently make an end with y ou. The 
queen's highnefs fliall be informed of your opinion and 
declaration. And as her grace fhall thereunto determine, 
you fhall have knowledge. Until fuch time you may 
depart as you came, without your oath : for as.it appear- 
eth, you are fcarcc worthy the place appointed. 

Judge Hales. I thank your lord fliip: and as for my 
vocation, being both a burden and a charge more than 
ever I defired to take upon me: whehfoevcr it fhall 
pleafe the queen's highnefs to eafe mc thereof", I fhall 
moft humbly with due content obey the fame ; and fo 
he departed from the bar. 

A few days after, Mr. Hales, at the command of the 
bifhop, was committed to the King's-Bcnch, where he 
remained conftanr until Lent; then he was removed to 
Fleet PtCr m Brc ' ld - flrect ' and from thence to the 
Being in the Fleet, what it was that he had granted 
the bifhops, by their fraudulent aJTaults and perfuafions • 
(namely, of Dr. Day, bifhop of Chetter, and of jud^e 
Fortman, as it is thought, overcome at laft) I have not 
to fay. This is certain, that fhortly after, he was brought 
to great repentance and terror of confeience: infomuch 
r Jf ry an S uifll of hearc he "'as readv to kill him- 

felf with his penknife when he was in prifon.' 

It happened when fupper time came that he fhould be 
called down, but he having little or no ftomach to eat or 
drink, went immediately to bed, where he lay all night 
fobbing and groaning, and took little reft or flccp Ac 
length when morning came, about fix o'clock he fene 
hisfervantforacupof beer, under pretence as though 
he was thirfly and defirous to drink: whether this caufe 
were true or feigned, is unknown; but his man was 
fcarce got out of the chamber, when he with his pen- 
knife had wounded himfelf in divers places of his bodv 
and, no doubt, intended to deflroy himfelf; but his 
man meeting the butler, juft when he had pafTed the 
chamber door, the latter was defired to fill the drink 
and he, taking the cup, the other returned again unto 
his matter, at the very time when he was workine his 
own defection; whereby Mr. Hales was hindered of 
his pui-pofe. When the bifliop of Winchefter had 
knowledge of it, he ftraightway took occafion thereby to 
blafpheme the dodtnne of the gofpel, which he openly 
in the far-chamber called the. doctrine of detention! 
Mr. Hales being within a while after recovered of ihofe 
wounds and delivered out of prifon, returned home ro 
his houfc; where ho^ither for the greatnefs of his 
forrow or want.of WM counfcl. or for that he would 
avoid the ncceflity oTOaring mafs, having all things 
fet 111 order a good while before that, pertaining to his 
hit will and teftamcnt, calling himfelf into a fellow 
river, was drowned therein. 

The unhappy end of this worthy judge was the 
caufe of great forrow and grief to all good men, and it 
I'l-euile gave occafion to fome divines to doubt with 
thcmftlves, whether lie was damned or faved. But 
notuithftanding Gotl> judgments be fecret, and wc 
if« in d< ubt uj on what intent he did thm punilh 
himfelf; neither again , s any man certain, whether he 
did repent or not before the laft breath went out of his 
body s I th.nk (faith Mr Fox) their opinion is more 
indifferent therein who do rather difallow the example 
of the deed, than defpair of his falvation. 

Hh Ohervvife, 
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Otherwife, if we will judge all thofe to hell that have 
departed the world after this -fort, how many examples 
have we, in the firft perfccutions of the church, of thofe 
men and women, who being regiftered in the works of 
worthy writers, have notwithftanding their praife and 
commendation? Or what fhall we think of thofe young 
men, who being fought for to do facrifice to idols, did 
caft themfelves down headlong, and break their own 
necks, to avoid fuch horrible pollutions of themfelves? 
What (hall we fay of thofe virgins of Antioch, who, to 
the end they might not defile themfelves with unclean- 
nefs and idolatry, through the perfuafion of their mo- 
ther, catting themfelves headlong into a river together 
with their mother, did deftroy themfelves, although 
not in the fame water, yet . after the fame manner of 
drowning as this Mr. Hales did? What mail we fay of 
the other twb fitters, who for the fame reafon did vio- 
lently throw themfelves into the fea, as Eufebius doth 
record? In whom though perchance there was no lefg 
confidence to bear Out the pains which Ihould be mi- 
niftered unto them by the wicked, yet, their good de- 
fire to' keep their faith and religion unfpotted was com- 
mended and praifed. 

We mention thefe examples neither to excufe nor to 
defend the heinous fadt of Judge Hales, which we 
tould wifh might be drowned in oblivion : and becaufe 
we do not know, not are able to comprehend the bot- 
tomlefs depth of the graces and mercies which are in 
Ghrift Jefusour Saviour, we will leave therefore his 
final judgment to the determination of him who is ap- 
pointed judge both of the quick and dead. 

The MARTYRDOM of the SIX PRISONERS before- 
> mentioned, namely, TOMR1NS, PYGOT, KNIGHT, 
LAURENCE, HUNTER, and HIGBED. 



tU HISTORY and MARTYRDOM of THOMAS 
TOMKINS, a Weaver in Shoreditch, who, having 
. firft bis Hand burned by the bloody Bifhop of LON- 



DON, was afterwards burnt in Smithficld, March 
; ifcth, 1555. 

THIS plain honeft chriftian was by trade a weaver, 
and lived in the parifh of Shoreditch, till he was 
fummonfed before the inhuman Bonner, and confined 
With many others, who renounced the errors of popery, 
in a prifon in that tytanfs houfe at Fulham. 

Under his confinement, he was treated by the bilhop, 
not only unbecoming a prelate, but even a man : for 
the favflge, becaufe Tomkins would not afient to the 
dodtrine of tranfubftantiation, had bruifed him in the 
face,, and plucked off the greateft part of the hair of 
his beard. . . 

. On another occafion, this fcandal to humanity; be- 
caufe our martyr remained inflexible, nor would de- 
viate in the leaft point from the pure and uncorrupted 
truths of the gofpel, in the pretence of feveral who 
came to vifit him at his feat at Fulham, took this poor 
honeft man by the fingers, and held his hand diredly 
over the flame of a wax candle, having three or four 
wicks, fuppofing that, being terrified by the fmart and 
pain of the fire, he would leave off the defence of the 
dodtrine which he had received.^ 

Tomkins thinking not other«p but there prefently 
to die, began to commend hhfflHt unto the Lord, fay- 
ing, O Lord, into.thy hands I commend my fpiritj, &c. 
In the time that his band was burning, the fatne Tom- 
kins afterwards reported to one James Hinfe, that his 
fpirit was fo wrapt, that he felt no pain. In which 
burning he never fhrunk, till the veins flirurtk, and the 
finews burft, and the watt* did fpurt in Mr. Harps- 
field's face: infomuchthatMr. Harpsfkld, moved with 
pity, defired the bifhop to flay, faying, that he had 
tried him enough. 

The firft EXAMINATION o/ - THOMAS TOMKINS. 

AFTER that Thomas Tomkins had. been halfayear 
in prifon, about the Bth of February he was 
brought with feveral others before .bifhop Bonner fitting 



in his confiitory, to be examined. To whom firft was 
brought forth a certain bill or fchcdule fubferibed (as 
appearcth) with his own hand, the 5th day of the fame 
month, containing thefe words following : 

" Thomas Tomkins, of Shoreditch, and of the dio- 
cefe of London, hath believed and doth believe, chat in 
the facrament of the altar, under the forms of bread 
and wine, there is not the very body and blood of our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift in fubflance,. but only a token and 
remembrance thereof, the very body and blood of Chrift 
being only in heaven, and no where elfe. 

- By me, THOMAS TOMKINS." 

Whereupon he was afked, whether he did acknow- 
ledge the fame fubfeription to be of his own hand. To 
which he granted, confeffing it fo to be. This being 
done, the bifhop went about to perfuade him with fair 
words, rather than with reafons, to relinquifh his opi- 
nions, and to return again to the unity of the catholic 
church, promifing if he would do fo, to remit all that 
was paft. But he conftantly refufed fo to do. When 
the bilhop faw he could not fo convince him, he 
brought forth and read to him another writing, con- 
taining articles and interrogatories, whereunto he ftiould 
come the next day and anfwer ; in the mean time he 
fhould deliberate with himfelf what to do: and fo the 
next day, being the 9th day of March, ar eight o'clock 
in the morning to be prefent in the fame place again, 
to give his determinate anfwer what he would do in 
the premifes, and then either to revoke and reclaim 
himlelf, or elfe in the afternoon of the fame day to 
come again and have juftice (as he called it; admin- 
niftered unto him. The copy of which articles here 
followeth. 

ARTICLES objeBed and adminiftered the %th Day of 
February, againft THOMAS TOMKINS, with his 
own Hand fubferibing to the fame. 

HPHOU doft believe, that in the facrament of the al- 
X. tar, under the forms of bread and wine, there is 
nor by the omnipotent power of Almighty God, and 
his holy word, really, truly, and in very deed, the very 
true and natural body of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, as 
touching the fubftance thereof, which was conceived in 
the womb of the virgin Mary, and hanged upon the 
crofs, fuffering death there for the life of the world. 

I do fo believe. 
Thou doft believe, that after the confecration of the 
bread and wine prepared for the ufe of the facrament of 
the altar, there doth remain the fubftance of material 
bread and material wine, not changed nor altered ir 
fubftance by the power of Almighty God, but remain- 
ing as it did before. 

1 do fo believe. 
Thou doft believe, that it is an untrue dodlrine, and; 
falfe belief, to think or fay, that in the facrament of the 
altar there is, after confecration of the .bread and wine, 
the fubftance of Chrift'is natural body and blood, by 
the omnipotent power of Almighty God, and his holy 
word. 

I dofo believe. 
Thou doft believe that thy parents, kinsfolks, friends, 
and acquaintance, and alfo thy godfathers and godmo- 
thers, and all people did err, aiid were deceived, if they 
did believe, that in the facrament cf the altar there 
was, after confecration, the body and blood of Chrift, 
and that there did not remain the fubftance of material 
bread and wine. 

I do fo believe. 
By rrre THOMAS TOMKINS. 



THE next day being the 9th of February, at eight 
o'clock before noon, Thomas Tomkins wasbrougM 
again before the bifhop and his other affiftants, where 
the aforefaid articles were propounded unto him: where- 
unto he anfwered as followeth : 

To the firft he fatd, that he did fo believe, as in th< 
fame is contained. 

To 
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■ To the tecond he faid, that it was only bread and a 
participation of Chrift's death and paffion, and fo do 
the fcriptures teach. 

To the third he faid, he did helieve it was a falfe 
docTxtne, to believe and think: as. is contained in this 
article, 

, To the .fourth, he did alfo believe the fame. 

After this nnfwer, he did. alfo.fubferjbe hia name to 
the faid articles.. Whereupon, the bjftiop drawing out 
of his bolbm another confeflion fubferibed with Tom- 
kins's own hand, and alfo that article that was the flrft 
day objeftsd againft him, eaufed the fame to be openly 
read, and then wijled him to revoke and deny hi* faid 
opinions which he utterly refufed todoj and therefore 
he was commanded to appear before the bilhop again in 
the fame place at two in the afternoon. 

■ Agreeablei to this mandate, being brought before the 
bloody tribunal of bifhops, and preffed to recant bis. 
errors w d return to the mother-church . ; he maintained 
his fidelity, nor would fwerve in the leaft from the arti- 
cles he had figned with hjg own hand. Having there- 
fpre declared him an obftinate arid damnable heretic, 
they delivered him up to the fecular power, and he was 
burned in Smithfield, March 6th, J.555, triumphing 
in the midft of the flames, and Adding to the noble 
company of martyrs, who had. preceded him. through 
the path of the fiery trial to the realm? of immortal 
glory, 

II. 

'The Historv and Martyrdom 1/ Willi am Hunter, 
an Apprentice in London, aged Nineteen Years, -who 
■was pUrfited to Death by Justice Brown, and 
bumed March 27th, 1555. 

j"|~\HIS adherent to the caufe of Chrift had been 
.. JL trained to the doftrines of the reformation from 
his earlieft youth. 

- On queen Mary's fucceeding to the crown, the 
priefts were ordered to fumrhon all their parifhioners to 
receive the communion at mafs the following Eafter; 
and Hunter, who was then nineteen years of age, re- 
fufing to obey the. fummons, was threatened to be 
brought before the bilhop. . 

His mafter fearful of incurring ecclefiaftical cenfure, 
deli red him to leave him for a time; upon which he 
quitted his fervice, went down to Brentwood, and re- 
fided with his father about fix weeks. 

One day finding the chapel open, he entered and 
began to read in the Englifti bible, which lay upon the 
delk, but was feverely reprimanded by an officer of rhe 
bifliop's court, who faid to him, William, why med- 
dleft thou with the bible ? Underftandeft thou what thou 
readeft? Canft thou expound fcripture? He replied, I 
prefume not to expound fcripture; but .finding the bible 
here, I read for my comfort and edification. 
, The officer then informed a neighbouring prieft: of 



tjhe liberty the young man had taken, in reading the 
bible; the prieft therefore feverely chid him, faying, 
Sirrah, who gave thee leave to read the bible and ex- 



pound it ! 

He anfwered as he had done to the officer, and on 
the prieft's telling him, that it became him not to meddle 
with the fcriptures, he frankly declared his refolution 
to read them as long as he lived, as well as reproved 
the vicar for difcouraging perfons from that practice, 
which the fcriptures fo flrongly enjoined. 

On being declared an heretic by the vicar of his 
parifh, and threatened with an information to the bi- 
lhop. of London, which was foon known to juftice 
Brown, that unfeeling magistrate ordered the youth's 
father to fearch for him and produce him, on pain of 
being himfelf imprifoned j and, to prevent his father 
from incurring any danger, on meeting by accident, the 
young man accompanied him home, and was next day 
taken by the conftable, and kept in the flocks forty- 
eight hours, before he was brought to the juftice. He 
was there examined refpefling his opinion of the facra- 
ment of the altar, and, on being again charged with 
herefy, was fent to the bilhop of London, where he 



perfevered in the fame fentjraents he had before afierted ; 
from which neither promifes nor.threarenings. could 
move him. On this fie was. put in the flocks in the 
bifliop's gate-houfe, for two days and nights, only with 
a cruft of-brown bread and a epp of water; and, at 
the end : of this time, finding him fiiil firm, he fent 
himtothe'convicl: prifon, and ordered him to be heavily 
ironedj allowing him only a halfpenny a day to live 
on in bread and drink, where he remained for three 
quarters of a. year, in which time he bad been brought 
five times before the bifoop, before the time of his con, 
demnat.rqn on the 9th of February, in the confiftory 
court pf St. Paul's. At this time alfo the bilhop took 
great pains to induce bim to recant, particularly on the 
fubje<$ of the faorament p f the akar; but, on his ftjll re- 
maining immoveable, he pronounced fentence, that he 
fhouk) go from that place to Newgate for a time, and 
from thence to Burntwood, there to he burned. Other 
perfons alfo were condemned at the fame time. 

After this he made various tempting offers to this 
young man to recant, but to 00 purpofe; and, after 
remaining in Newgate more than a month, he was fent 
to Burntwood for execution. Here he arrived on the 
Saturday before the annunciation of the blelfed virgin 
Mary, and continued there until Tuefday, the 26th of 
March t on which morning Mr. Sheriff Brocket gave 
orders to prepare for his burnings but his fon encou- 
raged him to perfevere in his integrity, anfl not to be 
afraid of the men which furrounded wkh bills and 
weapons. On this he allured hirri, that he was not 
afraid, haying already reckoned what it would coll him. 
, As he had been confined at the Swan inn at Burnt- 
wood, many people of the country came to vifit him 
and the others who were wiith him ; and in particular 
his father and mother both encouraged him to conti-* 
npe to rhe end in that good way which he had begun. 
And he farther acknowledged to his father that, after 
a month, he had meat and clothing enough, with 
money, wood, and cpals, and all things neceffary. The 
night before his execution alfo, he dreamed of his be- 
ing at the place, and of every thing which occurred 
there, as it afhially happened, and as he had tpld thofe 
who attended him, after their having awaked him, in 
confequence of his making a npife 10 himfelf in his 
dream, to know if he wanted any thing. 

The flieriff's fon, after the converfation, could fpeak 
no more to him for weeping. 

Hunter then plucked up his gown, and went for- 
ward chearfplly, the flieriff's fervant taking him by one 
arm, and hi? brother by another : and going along he 
met with his father according to, his dream, and he 
faid to his fon weeping, God be . with thee, fon Wil- 
liam. And William faid, God be with you, good fa- 
ther, and be of good comfort. . 

The juftice who had apprehended bim, and Wil- 
liam Tyrill of the Braches, Ihewed much malignity, to 
embitter his clofing moments ; and the flieriffftated , that 
he had a letter from the queen, with atpromife of par- 
don; if he would recant. But all thefe were equally un- 
availing. . A prieft, with a popifli book, alfo pre- 
fented himfelf, juft as he had jfeen in his dream, which 
he fpu rned sU. and defpifbd, faying, Away thou falfe 
" ^re of them, good people, and come 
tr abominations, left you be partakers of 
, . Then the prieft faid, Look how thou 
Dorneft here, fo (halt thou burn in hell. William an- 
fwered, Thou Heft thou falfe prophet ; away thou falle 
prophet, away. 

, There was a gentleman prefent which faid, I pray 
God have mercy upon his foul. The people faid, 
Amen, Amen. Immediately the fire was made. 

Then William caft his pfelter into his brother's hand, 
who faid, William, think on the holy pafllon of Chrift, 
and be not afraid of death. 

And William afifwered, I am not afraid. Then lift 
-he up his hands to heaven, and faid, Lord, Lord, Lord, 
receive my fpirit ; and calling dow n his head again into 
rhe /mothering fmoke, he yielded up his life for the 
truth, fealing it with his blood to the praife of God. 
I i III. 
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II). 

ffie History and Martyrdoms o/William Pygot, 
Stephen Knight, and the Rev. John Lawrence: 
the two former were burned March 2%tb, the one at 
Braintreb, the other at Maiden in Essex j and the 
latter at Colchester, March 291b, 1555. 

THESE two pious laymen, and one proteftant di- 
vine, having been pointed out by the emiflhries 
of Bonner and Gardiner, as maintaining religious opi- 
nions contrary to the dodtrine and practice of the 
holy mother church. In confequence of this they were 
all three fummoned to appear before bifhop Bonner, at 
his confiftory court at London, where they were feve- 
rally queftioncd concerning their faith of the corporal 
prefence in the facrament. 

• Having refpedtivcly anfwercd and fubferibed that 
they were not fubftantially, but figuratively, the body 
and blood of Chnft in that holy ordinance, they were 
feverely reprimanded by the court, and admonifhed to 
recant their heretical opinions. After various unavail- 
ing endeavours to induce them to change their fenti- 
mcnts, bifhop Bonner proceeded to pafs fentence on 
them as irreclaimable heretics; and then degraded Mr. 
Lawrence with the ufual ceremonies. After which, 
they were all three delivered to the fheriff, who con- 
ducted them to Newgate, where they remained until 
they were carried down into Eflex, and there the 28th 
day of March, the faid William Pygot was burned at 
Braintree, and Stephen Knight at Maiden, who at the 
ftake, kneeling upon the ground; 1 faid an appropriate 
prayer. 

The next day, being the ,29th of March, the faid 
John Lawrence was brought to Colchelter, and there 
being not able to go, (for his legs were much worn with 
heavy irons in prifon, and alfo his body weakened with 
Ion keeping) was taken to the fire in a chair, and fo 
fitting, was in his coniVant faith confumed with fire. 

When he was burning, the young children came 
about the fire, and cried, as well as young children 
could fpeak, faying, Lord, ftrengthen thy feryant, and 
keep thy prornife: which thing, as it is rare, fo it is 
no fmall manifeftation of the glory of God, which 
wrought this in the hearts of thefe little ones; nor yet 
a little commendation to their parents, who from their 
youth brought them up in the knowledge of God and 
his truth. 

IV. 

Ihe History of the Faith, Confession, and Mar- 
tyrdom, of Mr. Thomas Causton, and Mr. 
Thomas Higbed, two worthy Gentlemen of Essex, 
who were burned, under the .tyranny of the bloody 
Bonner, the. fir/1 at Rayly, and the lafl at Horn- 
den-on-the-Hill, both in the County of Essex, 
March zbtb, 155^. 

MR. HIGBED and Mr. CAUSTON, two gen- 
tlemen in the county of Ellex, the one at Horn- 
den on the Hill, the other of the parifh of Thundurft, 
being zealous and religious in the true fervice of God ; 
;as they could not diffemble with the Lord, nor flatter 
with the world, fo in time of blind fijperflition and 
wretched idolatry, they could not longlieTiid^&^fcure 
in fuch a number of malignant adverfar^^cWRrs, 
and fervants of this world ; but at length were disco- 
vered to Edmund Bonner, bifhop of London, by -wKofe 
command they were committed to the officers of Col- 
chelter, to be fafely kept, and alfo a fervant of Tho- 
mas Caufton, who was nothing inferior to his mailer 
in true piety. 

From their property and cfHmarion, bifhop Bonner 
came to Colchefter, to prevent tumult, on whom all 
his flattering promifes and alarming thrcatenings were 
unavailing; when, with other prifoners, they were re«- 
moved to London, and brought before the confiftory 
in St. Paul's, February 17, 1555, where they were de- 
manded as well by the faid bifhop, as alfo by the bifhop 
of Bath and others, whether they would recant their er- 



rors and perverfe dodtrine, and come to the unity of 
the popifh church. But on their refufing fo to do, the 
bifhop afligned them to appear again the next day, be- 
ing the 1 8th of February. 

On which day, he read unto them feveral certain ar- 
ticles, and gave them refpite until the next day to 
anfwer unto the fame, and fo committed them again to 
prifon. The copy of which articles here followeth. 
Articles obje&ed and mhiiflered by Bifhop Bonner, 
againft Thomas Causton and Thomas Higbed. 

FIRST, That thou Thomas Caufton (or Thomas 
Higbed) haft been and art of the diocefe of Lon- 
don, and alfo of. the jurifdiction now of me Edmund, 
bifhop of London. 

Item, That thou waft in time paft, according to the 
order of the church of England, baptized and chrif- 
tencd. 

Item, That thou haft godfathers and godmother, ac- 
cording to the faid eftatc. 

Item, That the faid godfathers and godmother did 
then prornife for thee, and in thy name, the faith and 
religion that then was ufed in the realm of England. 

Item, That that faith and religion which they did 
profefs and make for thee, was accounted and taken to 
be the faith and religion of the church, and of the chrif- 
tian people: and fo it was in very deed. 

Item, Thou coming to the age of difcretion, that is 
to fay, to the age of 14 years, didft not miflike nordifal- 
low that faith, that religion, or prornife then ufed and 
approved, and promifed by the faid godfathers and god- 
mother, but for a time didft continue in it. 

Item, That at that time, and alfo before, it was ta- 
ken for a dodtrine of the church, catholic and true, and 
every-where in Chriftcndom then allowed for catholic 
and true, and to be the profeffion of chriftian ' men, to 
believe, that in the facrament of the altar, under the 
forms of bread and wine, after the confecration, there 
was and is by the omnipotent power and will of Al- 
mighty God, and his word, without any fubltavtcc of 
bread and wine there remaining, the true and natural 
body and blood of our Saviour Jefus Chrilt in fubfiance, 
which was born of the virgin Mary, and fuffered upon 
the crofs, really, truly, and in very deed. 

• Item, That at that time thy father and mother, all 
thine anceflors, all thy kindred, acquaintance and 
friends, and thy faid godfathers and godmother did then 
fo believe. 

Item, That thyfelf haft had nojuft caufe or lawful 
ground to depart or fwerve from the faid religion or 
faith, nor any occafion at all, except thou wilt follow 
and believe the erroneous opinion or notion, that hath 
been againft the common order of the church. 

Item, That thou doft know, or credibly haft heard, 
and dolt believe, that John Hooper, late bifhop of 
Gloucefter, Laurence Saunders, prieft, John Rogers, 
prieft, Rowland Taylor, prieft, John Lawrence, prieft, 
William Pygot, Stephen Knight, William Hunter, 
and Thomas TomkinSi have been heretofore reputed, 
taken, and accounted as heretics, and alfo condemned 
as heretics, and fo pronounced openly and manifcftly ; 
efpecially in holding and believing certain damnable 
opinions, againft the verity of Chrift's body and blood 
in the facrament of the altar, and all have fuffered death. 

Item, That thou doft know, or credibly haft heard, 
and doft believe, that Thomas Cranmer, late archbifhop 
of Canterbury, and Nicholas Ridley, naming himfelf 
bifhop of London, Robert Ferrar, late bifhop of St. 
David's, and Hugh Latimer, fometime bifhop of Wor- 
cester, have been, and are at this prefent reputed, ac- 
counted, and taken as heretics and mifbelievers, in 
maintaining and holding certain damnable opinions 
againft the verity of Chrilfs body and blood in the fa- 
crament of the altar. 

Item, That thou haft commended and praifed all the 
faid pcrfons fo erring and believing (or at leaitwife fame 
of them) (ecretly.and alfo openly, taking and believing 
them to be faithful and catholic people-, and their fnd 
opinions to be good and true, and the lame to the belt 
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e not there 



and uttcrmoft of thy power thou hall allowed, main- 
tained, and defended at fundry times. 

Item, That thou having heard, known, and under- 
ftood all thepremifes thus to be as is aforefaid, haft not 
regarded, all or any part thereof, but contrary to the 
fame and every part, thereof, haft attempted and done,, 
condemning, tranfgreffing, and breaking the proniife, 
faith, religion, order, and cuftom aforefaid, and. haft 
become, and art an heretic and mifbeliever in the pre- 
mifes, denying the verity of Chrift's body and blood in 
the facrament of the altar, and obftinatcly affirming, 
that the fubftance of the material bread and wine are 
there remaining, and that the fubftance of Chrift.'" L " 
dy and blood, taken of the virgin Mary, 
in the faid facrament really and truly. 

Item, That all the prcmifes be true, notorious, fa- 
mous, and manifeft, and that upon all the fame, there 
have and be amongft the faid good people of the city 
of London, and dioccfeof the fame, in great multitude, 
commonly and publicly, a common and public fame 
and opinion, and alfo in all places where thou haft been, 
within the faid diocefe of London. 

Thefe articles being given to them in writing by the 
bifhop, the next day was affigned to them to give up 
and exhibit their anfwers unto the fame. 

On the 1 ft of March, the faid Thomas Caufton and 
.Thomas Higbed, being brought before the biftiop 
the confiftory, they there exhibited their anfwers 
the articles, in which they declared the true faith.. 
. Then the biftiop, reading their former articles and 
anfwers to the fame, afked them if they would recant ; 
which when they denied, they were again difmiffed and 
commanded to appear the Wedriefday after, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

On the 8th of March, the faid Thomas Caufton 
•was firft called to a fecond examination before, the bi- 
ftiop, Mr. Fecknam and Dr. Stempe being in his pa- 
lace, and there had read unto him his forefaid articles 
with his anfwers. The biftiop now exhorted and per- 
fuaded him to recant, but he anfwered, No, 1 will not 



abjure. You faid that the bifliops that were lately 
burned are heretics, but 1 pray God make me fuch a 
heretic as they were. 

Then leaving Mr, Caufton, the bifhop called for Mr. 
Higbed, ufing with him the like perfuafions, but to no 
purpofc: I have been, (faid Higbed,) of this mind » 
and opinion that I am. now, thefe fixtecn years, and do 
what you can, you (hall do no more than God will 
permit you to do, and with what meafure you mcafure 
us, look for the fame again at God's hands. 

They were again commanded to depart for that time, 
and to appear' the next day in the confiftory at Sr. Paul's, 
between the hours of one and three o'clock in the after- 

On the 9th of March, their third examination took 
place but with fimilar effect. Mr. Caufton delivered 
in writing to the biftiop (as well in his own name, as 
alfo in Mr. Thomas Higbcd's) a confeffion of their 
faith, to which they would . fland ; and required leave 
to read the fame, which, (after great fuit,) being ob- 
tained, he read it openly in the hearing of the people. 
This confeffion proved them to be of the fame faith 
with their late fellow fufferers. 

The biftiop then pronounced fentence, firft againft 
Thomas Caufton, and theg againft Thomas Higbed. 
They were both delivered to the (heriffs, and by then* 
fent to Newgate, where they remained 14 days. On 
the 23d of March they were taken from Newgate, at 
four o'clock in the morning, and led through the city 
to Aldgate, where they were delivered unto the fherifF 
of Effex, and there being faft bound in a cart, were 
fhortly after brought to their feveral appointed places 
of burning; Thomas Higbed to Hornden on the Hill, 
and Thomas Caufton to Rayly, (both in the county of 
Effex), where they did moft conftantly, the a6th day 
of the fame month, feal their faith with their blood. 
Juftice Brown and divers gentlemen in the (hire were 
commanded to be prefent, for fear they mould be tar 
ken from them. And thus much touching the appre- 
henfion, examination, confeffion, condemnation, and 
burning of thefe two godly and conftant martyrs of 
God. I 



CHAP. 



V. 



EXAMINATIONS^ CONDEMNATION, and MARTYRDOM, of Dr. ROBERT FARRAR, Biftiop 
of St. DAVID's in WALES; who gave his Life for the Truth, and was Burned in the Market-Place of the 
TOWN of CAERM ARTHEN, March 3 oth, 1 5 5 5 . 



THIS worthy and learned prelate having in the 
former reign, as well as fince the acceffion of 
Mary, been remarkably zealous in promoting 
the reformed doctrines, and exploding the 
errors of popifh idolatry; was fummonfed, among 
others, before the popifh and perfecuting biftiop of 
Winchefter, (who was then likewife lord chancellor), 
and other commiflioners fet apart for the abominable 
work of devaftation and maflacre. 

His principal accufers and perfecutors were, George 
Cbnftantine Walter, his fervant; Thomas Young, 
chaunter of the cathedral, afterwards archbiftiop of 
York ; Dr. Rowland Merrick, afterwards biftiop of Ban- 
gor; Thomas Lee, and Hugh Rawlins, &c. at whofe 
inftance, Hugh Rawlins, a prieft, and Thomas Lee, 
brother-in-law to the faid George Conftantine, did ex- 
hibit to the king's moft honourable council, the follow- 
ing articles and informations, which, with the biftiop's 
anfwer to the fame, we here think good to infert. 

12. 



A TRUE COPY of ARTICLES and INFORMA- 
TIONS exhibited by HUGH RAWLINS, and 
THOMAS LEE, againft Dr. ROBERT FARRAR, 
Bilhop of St. DAVID's. 

1. TMPRTMIS, When the faid biftiop firft came to 
_|_- his diocefe, he appointed his chancellor by his 
letters of commiffion, omitting the king's majefty's 
ftile and authority, and grounded his faid commiffion 
upon foreign ufurped laws and authority, by force of 
which authority his faid chancellor did vifit certain" dean- 
ries of his faid diocefe, and admonifhed the chaunter 
and chapter of the cathedral church of St. David's afore- 
faid, againft a certain day and p^ace, for like intent and 
purpofc, " contrary to the king's highnefs's laws and 
ftatutes, and in derogation of his highnefs's fupremacy. 

2. Item, that the faid chaunter and chapiter, per- 
ceiving the fault of the faid commiffion, took the fame 
from the regifter into their cuftody, refufing to appear 
by virtue thereof, and by fecrct and charitable ways and 
Kk . . means 
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means, did admonilh thefaid bifhop of the unhtwfulnefs 
and faults of the faid commiffion, and of the danger he 
had incurred for granting and executing the fame i open- 
ing alfo unto htm the effect of the ftatute made m.the 
" 8 g th year of our late fovereign lord Henry VIII. Which 
admonitions notwithftanding, thefaid Bifhop neglecting 
the fame, and continuing in his malicious doing, or mex- 
cufable ignorance; about the 20th day of Auguft, in the 
fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign lord that now 
is did confer unto one John Evans, the vicarage ot 
Pembrih, initiating him by authority of the old foreign 
ufurped law, making no mention, of the king's high- 
nefs'S authority, in contempt and derogation of the lame. 

•j Item,- Whereas the chancellor and vicar general to 
the laid bifhop, did upon a lawful title, and by the king's 
hiehnefs's fupreme authority, admit and inftitute one 
John Gough into the rectory of Malkard with the ap- 
purtenances, and gave out in the king's name under his 
hiobnefs's feal. ecclefiaftical. appointed for that office,, 
with the teft of the faid bifhop, and fubfeription of the 
faid Chancellor, a mandate to induct accordingly, by vir- 
tue whereof the faid John Gough was inducted by. the 
official there into the real pofieffion of the fame redtory, 
w*th the rights and appurtenances to the fame belong- 
ino - whereupon the regifter of thefaid dioeefe, at the 
jecjueftof theaforefaid chancellor, did fignifythe pre- 
tttifes,. with all the circumftances, before divers perfons 
to the forenamed bifhop: who notwithftanding did in- 
ftitute and caufe to be induced, one Harry Goddard, 
(into the fame parfonage, making no mention of the 
king's, majefty's authority nor fupremacy ■, m contempt 
and derogation of the fame his higr.nefs'*erDwn and 
dignity, and in extolling the foreign ufurped authority, 
contrary to the form of the ftatute, &c. • ■ ,, 

4 Item; The faid biftiop immediately after the un,- 
lawful kiftitution and induction of Goddard k tnolefted 
the faid John Gough, lawfully inftituted and, inducted 
as before, citing him from, place to place, objecting 
no matter unto him of long feafon, till at length he ar- 
ticled- ib taking upon him the cognition of the title 
of the whole fruits and patronage, in contempt of the 
king's highnefs's regal crown and dignity, and in de- . 
rogation of the laws and ltatutes of this realm. 

r Item, He hath commonly made his collations 
and inftitutions, as he did his firft commiilion, in his 
own name and authority, without expreffing the king's 

ru P rem t ^rn - He made under his feal one collation, two 
j , n induct, in one vocation 



inftitutions, three mandates t< 
of one benifice, three feveral perlon 



without order of 



ot one dciuih-c, im*.* >■ — •-- 1 . 

law or revocation of any of them, giving to every one 
like authority, title, and right. Whereby except good 
forefi^ht, as well of juftices of the peace, as of the 
friend", had not been,: there had enfued much mcon- 
veniencc amongft the partakers of the entitled .incum- 
bents ifithat behalf: , 

n Item, The fame bilhop decreeing caveats to be 
made in benefices, thereby knowing the titles litigi- 
ous, inftituted and caufed to be inducted without trial 
of any title or due order of 4aw. : . ; • . 

8 Item he directeth his mandates of induction 
unto private men, and. not to the archdeacon nor his 
officials- contrary to the law and cuftom ufed in that 
behalf. Notwithftanding he hath been counfelled to 
the contrary by learned men. 

o Item, Having no manner of knowledge nor prac- 
tice in the law, he fitteth every , day in barveft, and 
other time,, upon caufes, without the afliftarice of the 
learned in the law, having with him only an unlearn- 
ed boy, who is no notary, to his fenbe, neither ob- 
serving the law, nor yet reafonable order: and there- 
fore doth no good, but tritieth the time, as may appear 
by his acts, if he have them to fhew 

10 Item, He and his officers, by his knowledge, 
ufed 'to difpenfe with marriages, to be folemnized 
without banns, eontrary 



> the laws and ordinances 



11. item, : . - » . . 

of his, folemnized matrimony in a private houft with- 
out banns, and that between a pneft and a fitter of 



her's that was appointed to be married with the faid 
prieft that day ; he alfo being a parfon, and leaving his: 
cure unferved that day being Sunday : and notwith- 
ftanding that one of the king's council in the marches' 
of Wales informed the faid bifhop of fome mifdemea- 
nors, requiring due reformation thereof, he hath done 
nothing therein, but put the fame chaplain in office, 
and made him commifiary general fince that time, 
bearing a fpecial favor to the reft of the offenders. 

12. Item, Whereas one Meredith ap Thomas his 
houfhold-fervant, was accufed by one Sage Hughes, 
to have been father of her child; the faid bilhop, 
without acquittal of his fervant, caufed him to fue the 
parents of the faid Sage of infamy, firft in his principal 
conliftorys and from thence before a commiflbry of his, 
being his houfhold chaplain, and at laft took the mat- 
ter before himfelf, railing againft all his officers, be- 
caufe they proceeded not after his partial affection, 
and againft the law, that honeft men of Caermarthen; 
where he fat upon the caufe, judged him to be, or at 
the leaft to have - been diffracted of his wit; and by 
this partial handling, the caufe remaineth unfinifhedi 
and the child without a father. 

1 3. Item, Whereas one Jenkin Ph. accufed William 
Chambers, a fervant of the bilhop's that found this 
Williams in an adulterous manner with his wife, by 
reafon whereof the bilhop expelled the wife out of his 
houfe, the faid infamy not purged, the faid parties have 
been both again in the bilhop's houfe and fervice fince 
that time, to the evil example of others. . ■ ; 

14. Item, By this unlawful fequeftration of the fruits 
of the benefices of Langattock and, Lanvihangcl, by- the 
: indifcreet handling of the fame; there were raifed the 
number of four hundred people or more, who made 
.much difturbance, to the great danger of the inhabi- 
tants thereabout, had it not been pacified by the dif- 
creet means of .fir: John Vaughan, knight. 

15. Item, By this unlawful collation of the prebend 
of Lanbifter to one Stephen Green, a chaplain of; his, 
hy covenant and promife to maintain the fun, by whofe 
crafty and indifcreet handling- of the fame, there was 
raifed in the county of Radnor, the 19th day of Auguft 
laft paft, about three or four hundred men to like dan- 
ger, but that the matter was ftayed by John Bradfhaw, 
Rice ap Glin, and Stephen ap Rice ; juftices of the fame 
county; who with great danger to themfelves and 

" their's, pacified the matter, committing an hundred of 
the offenders to ward. 

16. Item, Such as he owes difpleafure unto, he citeth 
from place topl?cc, and day to day, only for their vex- 
ation, Ia> ing no matter againft them ; and being divers 
times required the copy of his proceedings againft 
them to the intent they might anfwer accordingly, and 
be at their . lawful cteftntre;; hfr denied to all ,fuch per- 
fons the copies of v his proceedings. ,, 

17. Item, He' arid his officers wink at the mahifeft 
and open, crirhes-of his favourers and 'adherents, to the 
evil example of the whole dioeefe, and abufe the ccn- 
fure of excommunication and fufpenfion, making it an 
inflirurrient of revenge againft fuchas they do notJfa%jr, 

.18. Item,. Having received payment' of the'?king's 
majefty's fubfidy,;due in Oct. the fourth year;of his 
grace's reign, .of the aforefaid^chaunter of the cathedral 
church of St. David's, and Rowland Meyrike, two of 
the refidentarics there, before ; Chriftmas laft,. he un- 
juftly, of a premeditated mind and purpofe, after vi<ards 
certified them f<x recufants, to their ruin, if they had 
not been admonifhed of his cr'uelpurpofe, and provided 
lawful defence for the fame. 

1.9. Item, The faid bifhop celebrating matrimony in 
his own perlon, difpenled, contrary to the book of ordi- 
nance, with the. parties married, for not receiving the 
holy communion; the parties both being- young and 
lufty perforts, hav ing no reafonable caufe wherefore they 
' fhould. abftain. At. which celebration the bithopoom- 
munkated not himfelf. And further, the communion 
was celebrated' by a chaplain of his, with fuperftitious 
bowings, knedings, and knockingsboth by-fhecbap-> 
lain that rainiftered, and by all the company} Only one 
other prieft communicating for the manner. 

10. Item, 
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20 Item, Where the official of the archdeacon of I 
Caermarthen, in his vifitation within Caermarthen, 
found, contrary cmto the faid ordinance, an, altar-fet j 
up in the body of the church, for the celebration of the 
communion, and caufed the faid altar, to be taken away, 
and a table to be fet in the middle- of the churchy the 
bifhop after the fame commanded the vicar of Caer- 
marthen to fet the table without the chancel again fo* 
the miniftration of the communion. 

2 1. Item, He being often in Caermarthen, and other 
places in the chancel at the time of the holy commu- 
nion, not only tarried there himfelf, neither commu- 
nicating nor' roiniftering bare-headed and uncovered, 
reverently kneeling ; but alfo permitting the people 
there to continue, the chancel and choir full, kneeling 
and knocking their breafls. Which manner is yet ufed 
in all the diocefe, without any reformation or gainfay 
of him or any of his officers. 

22. Item, Whereas fuperftitious praying upon beads 
is not only ungodly, but reproved in the king's ma- 
jefty's injunctions ; the faid bifhop meeting many with 
beads in their hands never rebuked any of them. 

23. Item, The faid bifhop being in the pulpit, and 
feeing divers corpfes within the church, with a great 
number of lights upon them, never fpoke againlt any 
of them. 

24. kern, Whereas the ord inance w 1 llcth , that no chil- 
dren be baptized but upon the Sunday, or holy-day,, 
(only cafes of neceflity excepted) he. having two chil- 
dren himfelf born without danger, caufed one of them 
to be baptized on the week-day. And by his example, 
without any contradiction or motion of reformation, it; 
is ufed, as it hath been accuftomed, in all the diocefe 
commonly, contrary to the book of ordinance in that 
behalf. . r 

25. Item, From his firft coming into the diocefe, 
he hath had, and yet hath his only ftudy, labour, and 
practice, to furvey land, and to look for mines, &c. 
neglecting his own bounden duty to apply to his book 



hath his fervants' table in one parlour with him, left 
any ftrangers fhould approach his fervants being at 
their meat. 

27. Item, He is commonly talking not of godlinefs, 
but of worldly matters, as baking, brewing, inclofing, 
ploughing, mining of mill-ftones, difcharging of te- 
nants, and fuch like, not only at his table, but alfo moft 
commonly at other places. 

28. Item, He hath warned divers tenants out of their 
lands, which they and their anceftors have enjoyed for 
their rents, thefe hundred years and more, and oc- 
cupied with tillage; which he faid he would inclofe.and 
being fucd to by poor men, becaufc of quietnefs, he an- 
fwered, The crows fhall eat the corn, rather than ye 
ihall have any profit thereof. , 

29. Item, When the vicars choral of St. David's, for 
relief of their hofpitality, had an ifland of his called the 
Bifhop's-ifle, for 40s. rent, which he let to a chaplain of 
his for 5I. by the year; and where, at the fuit of the 
faid vicars it was granted by the bifhop in the whole 
chapter, that the vicars ftiould have it for years at 40s. 
rent, and pay 20I. entry ; he now coveto'ufly, and againft 
his promife openly made, denieth the fame, except the 
vicars would give 50I. 

30. Item, He caufed the curate of St. David's to 
warn their tenants out of their faid lands in the pulpit, 
to the great offence of the people, who were wont to 
have God's word preached there; and fo they faid to 
the curate at that time. 

31. Item, To the ploughing of a pafturc not above 
ten days work, in lent, anno 1549, hehad 32 ploughs 
in one day, and thofe ploughs the prieft bade in the 
Church, contrary to the ftatute of Gomortha in that 
behalf provided, and to the evil example of gentle- 
men in that country. 

32. Item, Where the king's majefty, of godly re- 
membrance, Henry VIII. appointed at Brecknock a 
fchool-mafter, ufher, reader of. divinity, a minifter, and 
certain fcholars, and for the maintenance thereof ap- 



pointed 40I. and t 2). of the pennons and revenues of 
Brecknock; the bilhop finding it fofurnifhed, has nei- 
ther reader no* minifter there, co.vetoufly converting 
their ftipends to his own wfe. 

•3.3. item, The bifhop was twice in one day pre- 
fented in the great court, held in the court of Caer- 
marthen, for inclofing and covetou.% incroaching on 
the king's high-way. 

34, Item, He co.vetoufly continueth purchafing of 
lands, buying of cattle, merchandife, and other things, 
being indebted a notable fum to the king's majefty, 
as may appear by bis accounts in the court of tenths, 
and firft fruits. 

, 35. Item, Whereas one Lewis John Tho. Bool, put- 
ting from him his lawful wedded wife, upon Chrilt mas- 
eve laft, without banns, had marriage folcmnized with 
a concubine of his in a church within three miles of. the 
bifhop's abode at that time: the bifhop fince knowing 
the premifes, has not only of a covetous mind entered itir- 
to a familiarity with the faid Lewis, and bought a piece 
of land of him, but alfo ever fince has (to have his lands 
cheap) left both the parties and prieft unpunifhed, 
ufing him fo familiarly, that whereas a fummer cited 
the parties to appear among other criminals for the 
fame fact, the bifhop commanded the faid fumner to 
let him alone, and fo they all remain unpunifhed. 

36. Item, Whereas the whole chapter of St. David's, 
(as it was thought) was in aflured amity with the bifhop, 
they ail being his officers or chaplains, he procured 
them to be impleaded with a writ of qn9 warranto in. 
the King's-bcnch, keeping the writ with him fecretly, 
at leaft three months, not delivering it but only ten 
days before the day of their appearance, the parties 
being feven days journey from London. 

37. Item, He is a .wilful wrong doer, and trouble* 
of men in their rights, entering gppntheir.lawfulpc.fi. 
feffions, ftirring thereby much contention, andfpnpta* 
bly known to the offence Of the country. 

38. Item, Whereas the bifhop afofefa id was ap- 
pointed in Auguft, IC47, and cpnfeqrated in Scptenv 
ber following, he never came .into the diocefe himfeJF, 
norfent.orappointedany officer there before the month 
of April, 1548, to th«? great diff>rderpf the king's 
majefty'* fubjects, lack of reformation, and adminiftra- 
tion of juftice. 

39. Item, During hi* vifitation, the faid bifhop did 
not endeavour himfelf tp fee reformation, but rodefur- 
veying of lands, appointing vain inclofures, and fucb. 
other things. Which are no parts of the office to him 
committed, nor yet proper at that time. 

40. Item, The vifitation finilhed, he neither appoint- 
ed his officers to examine the clergy of the places of 
fcripture to them appointed to be ftudied in the fame 
vifitation, nor has hitherto effectually gone about any 
good reformation, according to the ordinanecs of this 
realm. 

41. Item, The bifhop fince his coming to the diocefe 
never adminiftercd the communion, faving only twice 
that he ordained certain deacons; but in every thing 
(fave that he fometimes preaches) ordereth himfelf like 
no minifter, nor man of his vocation. 

42. He hath fo alienated himfelf from ftudy, that he 
preaches indifcrectly, difcrediting the office, not only 
untruly reporting the fcriptures, but alfo preaching the 
ten commandments in one place in declaration of the 
eighth of them, for lack of fluff, the pith of his matter 
was matrimony of priefis. 

43. Item, The 13th day of September laft, he. or- 
dained certain deacons, and making his exhortation, he 
taught that a man was not bound to forgive,-b,ut him 
that afketh forgivenefs : and being admonifhed by a 
letter better to declare the fame, becaufc that divers 
were offended with that doftrine; he hath hitherto de* 
ferred fo to do, to trie maintenance of malicious hearts 
in thefe parts. 

44. Item, Since the ift day of Auguft, 1549, unto 
the ieaft of Candlemas laft, he hath preached but two. 
or three fermons, of which one was preached at Aber- 
guilly upon St. Stephen's day laft, to a great audience 
that underftood no Englifli, being but a mile from 

LI Caermarthen, 
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Caermarthen, an Englifh town, and chief of his dio- 
cefe. 

45. Item, Since his ordinary vifitation which was 
finifhed in July 1548, he hath neither preached, nor 
caufed to be preached in the towns of Tinby, Pembroke, 
nor Haverford, being Englifh towns, not much diftant 
from the place of his abode. 

46. Item, The churches appropriated to the bifhop 
have no paraphrafes in Englifh, and few of them 
bibles. 

47. Item, The churches of the diocefe for the moft 
part, arid the clergy almoft every one, lack paraphrafes, 
notwithftanding there hath been thefe two years, and yet 
be a great number of them to be fold in the diocefe. 

48. Item, To declare his folly in riding, he ufeth a 
bridle with white ftuds and fnaffle, white Scottifh ftir- 
rups, with fpurs, a Scottifh pad, with a little ftaff of three 
quarters long, which he hath not only ufed fuperftitioufly 
thefe four or five years, in conversion oftentimes boaft- 
ing what countries he has compaffed and meafured with 
the fame ftaff. 

. 49. Item, He hath made a- vow, that he will never 
wear a cap; for he fays, it is comely wearing of a hat, 
and fo cometh in his long gown arid hat, both into the 
cathedral church, and to the beft town of his diocefe, fit- 
ting in that fort in the king's great feffions, and in his 
cohfiftories, making himfelf a mock to the people. . 

. 50. Item, He faid that he would go to the parliament 
on foot: and to his friends that diffuaded him, alledging 
that it is not meet for a man in his place; he anfwered, 
I care not for that, it is no fin. 

' 5 1 . Item, Having a fon, he went before the midwife 
to-the church, prefenting the child to the prieft, and giv- 
ing his name Samuel, with a folemn interpretation of the 
name, appointing alfo two godfathers and two godmo- 
tfiers, contrary to the ordinances, making his fon a mon- 
fter, and himfelf a laughing-ftock throughout all the 
country. 

- 52. Item, He daily ufeth whittling to his child, and 
lays that he underftood his whittle, when he was but 
three days old. And being advertifed by his friends, that 
men laughed at his folly, he anfwered, They whittle their 
hbrfes and dogs, and I am contented : they might alfo be 
contented that I whittle my child, and fo whittled him 
daily, all friendly admonition neglected. 

< 53. Itemi In his ordinary vifitation, among other his 
furveys, he furveyed Milford Haven, where he efpied a 
feal-fith tumbling. And he crept down to the water fide, 
and continued whittling there the fpace of an hour, pcr- 
fuading the company that laughed at him, that by his 
•whittling he made the fifh to tarry there. 

54. Item, Speaking of fcarcity of herrings, he laid the 
fault to the covetoufnefs of fifhers, who in the time of 
plenty took fo many, that they deftroyed the breeders. 

55. Item, Speaking of the alteration of the coin, he 
■wifhed that what metal foever it was of, the penny fhould 
be in weight worth a penny of the fame metal. 

56. For a conclufion, The faid bifhop in all his doings, 
tince he came to his diocefe, hath behaved himfelf moft 
unmeet for a man of his vocation, being for a minifter 
of juftice, an abufef of the authority to him committed ; 
for a teacher of the truth, and reformer of fuperftition, a 
maintainer of fuperftition without any doctrine of refor- 
mation ; for a liberal and hofpitable, an infatiable cove- 
tous man; for a diligent overfeer, wilful and negligent; 
for an example of godly wifdom, given wholly to folly ; 
for merciful, a cruel revenger; and further, for a peace- 
maker, a fower of difedrd. And fo in all his behaviour 
a difcrediter and flanderer of his vocation, and a deceiver 
of all men, that had hope he thould do any reforma- 
tion. For he yet hath neither brought into his diocefe, 
nor hath belonging unto him, any learned preacher. But 
fiich learned preachers as he found in the diocefe at his 
entry, he fo vexeth and difquietcth, that they cannot at- 
tend to apply their preaching for the defence of their 
livings, againtt'his quarrelious inventions, and unjuft 
pretentions. 

- After thefe wrangling articles and informations were 
jpvenup, then the bifhop was called for to anfwer, the 



hearing whereof was committed unto Dr. Wotton, and fir 
John Mafon, knight, who likewife received rhe bifhop's 
anfwers to the aforefaid articles, the copy and effect of 
which anfwers hereafter follow. 

Tbc , Answer of Dr. Robert Farrar, Bithop of St. . 
David's, to the Articles minijlered againfl bim. 

TO the 1 ft article he fays, That after lawful ad- 
monition in the king's majefty's name and autho- 
rity, from the faid bifhop (being-then at London) given 
to the chaunter and chapter of St 4 David's, for vifitation 
at a certain day there to be entered; the faid bifhop him- 
felf for fuch purpofe-coming into the diocefe, knowing 
alfo that the chaunter, and one of the canons of that 
church, and late before commifiaries in that diocefe, had 
not only by their own evil examples and winking at the 
faults of others, or neglecting to correct the fame, left 
there among priefts and others much deteffcible whore- 
dom ; but had alfo fpoiled the cathedral church of" crof- 
fes, chalices, and cenfers, with other plate, jewels, and or-i. 
naments of the church, to the value of four or five hun- 
dred marks or more, for their own private lucre (the 
church remaining even yet very vile, and in great de- 
cay), and had alfo made further under their chapter 
fcal many blanks, to the number of twelve or more, va- 
cant feats, without the king's majefty's licence or know- 
ledge; therefore he brought with him one Edmund Far- 
lee, barchelbr of law, commended by Dr. Young and 
Dr. Nevifon to him, as a man fufficient in faithful truth, 
and learning, to be his chancellor. To whom he granted 
and fealed a commiffion for that purpofe, giving credit to 
him in his faculty, concerning the draught and form 
thereof. But the king's majefty's ftile of fupremacy 
was fully fet forth in the fame commiffion. Whether 
there were any default of formal words in fetting forth ; 
of the king's authority therein, he is not certain ; for he 
committed the doing thereof to his chancellor, who 
was commended to him for a learned man. And the bifhop 
fays, that he never did ground the commiffion upon any 
foreign ufurped laws or authority : neither did his faid 
chanceHor by force of fuch authority vifit any deanry of 
the faid diocefe, nor gave any admonition to the chaun- 
ter and chapter there, by force of that commiflion, for 
. any like intent or purpote, but only offered in the king's 
majefty's name and authority (to the faid bifhop com- 
mitted) to enter vifitation of the chaunter and chapter of 
the cathedral church; at another day to be executed by 
the bifhop himfelf, for the reformation of the chapter 
church, and minifters there, according to the king's gra- 
cious ordinances and injunctions in that behalf. But the 
aforefaid chaunter and canon ot the church, before the 
fight of any commiffion, ftubbornly anfwered the faid 
chancellor, that they would not receive him, nor any 
other to vifit them, except he were of their chapter. . 
And further, defiring to fee his commiffion, he delivered 
the fame into their hands, who would not deliver it him 
again. And fo it may appear that he did nothing by 
force of that commiffion. 

2. To the 2d article he fays, That they opened not 
unto him the danger of any ftatute, to his knowledge 
and remembrance. Neverthelefs, he not knowing any 
default in the faid commiffion, and certainly minding 
with all diligence the faithful execution of his office of 
preaching, and vifiting the whole diocefe in his own per- 
fon, by the king's majefty's authority, for the cdnfer- 
vation of God's peace and the king's, in that dangerous 
time of rebellion, then beginning to arife in other pla- 
ces, did neglect and laid afide the ftubborn behaviour 
and wicked doings of the faid chaunter and canon, and 
agreed with them, omitting all contempts and reproaches 
towards him and his faid chancellor, and all manner of 
contention by them' done, fearing elfe that through 
their uriquietnefs fome tumult might have rifen among 
the people there ; and did alfo make the faid chaunter 
his chancellor, and canon his commiffary, according to 
their ambitious defires, to appeafe their malice in that 
dangerous time. And further he fays, that he made 
collation to fir John Evans of rhe vicarage of Penbrin, 
what^lay or time he remembereth not, by any old foreign 
ufurped authority, but by the king's authority only, mak- 
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ing full mention of the king's ftile and authority in the 
fame collation. 

3. and 4. To the 3d and 4th he fays, That whereas 
he had granted to George Conftantine the office of a 
reeifter, Who brought unto him a comrtuffion.for the 
chancellorship, to be fealed and delivered to the afore- 
faid chaunter of St. David's, dcfiring the faid bifhop to 
feal it, he utterly refufed fo to do, becaufe the faid George 
had put therein a claufe of admitting clerks into bene- 
fices 5 which authority the faid bifhop would not in any 
wife grant, referving the examination and admiffion of 
clerks only to himfelf, for the avoiding of wicked bri- 
bery and partiality. Whereupon the faid George and 
the chaunter promifed the faid bifhop by their faith 
and truth, before three or four honeft witneffes, not to 
execute that claufe of inftitution into benefices, but only 
to thofe clerks whom the bifhop did firft examine and 
admit, and fend unto them to be inftituted and inducted ; 
upon which promife the bifhop fealed the faid commif- 
fibn, and after that timeth^ parfonageof Hafkard being 
Void, and by reafon of lapfe devolved to the bifhop's gift 
for that time, he conferred it on one Henry Goddard, 
with a collation of inftitution by the king's authority, not 
extolling any foreign ufurped authority. In which col- 
lation or inftitution is fully mentioned the renunciation 
of the bifhop of Rome, and all foreign power and autho- 
rity, with the full ftile of his majefty's fupremacy. And 
this collation of the church of Hafkard he gave, before 
he understood or knew that his chancellor had given out 
the like, and he furely thinketh his collation was the 
firft. That notwithstanding, the faid George Conftan- 
tine, and the faid chaunter having a vowfon determined 
by reafon of lapfe, admitted and inftituted one John 
Gough, to the faid parfonage of Hafkard, by virtue of 
their expired vowfon, and fealed his inftitution with a 
wrong feal, (becaufe they had not the right feal of office 
to that purpofe) contrary to their former earneft pro- 
mife, and the bifhop's right, and without any manner 
of warning or fore-knowledge thereof to him given ,- 
which thing by them untruly done, the faid George 
Conftantine neverthelefs came to the bifhop's houfe and 
there did write with his own hand the letters of induction 
for the faid Henry Goddard, prieft, corhprifing in the 
fame the whole fum of the inftitution or collation which 
the faid bifhop had made, and the fame George did feal 
the faid letters of induction with his own hand, finding 
no manner of fault therein, nor making any word or 
mention of his and the chaunter's former wrong doing, 
but fo departed for that time. And afterwards he came 
again, and fhewed the bifhop what they had done before 
concerning the parfonage aforefaid. And further, the 
faid defendant faith, that he did not moleft the faid John 
Gough, but lawfully did call him in the king's majefty's 
name, not for any title of patronage, but to know whe- 
ther he was parfon to Hafkard, and how he was there- 
to admitted, inftituted, and inducted, and by what au- 
thority he prefumed to preach there, without the king's 
majefty's licence, with other like lawful demands; 
whereunto he fturdily refufed to give anfwer, and faith, 
that the article contained in his accufation, namely, 
" Item, He is interrogated under what title he holds the 
rectory of Hafkard," was not miniftered unto the party 
in that fort, fo far as he knoweth, but in thefe words or 
like, " How did he get admiffion into the rectory," &c. 

5, To the £th he faith, That albeit George Con- 
ftantine, regifter, did wilfully withdraw his bounden fer- 
vicedue to the king's highnefs, and to the faid defendant 
in the king's name, refilling to attend either by himfelf, 
or his fufficient deputy for writing of records and other 

. inftrumcnts, yet the faid defendant made his collations 
and inftitutions in his own name, not by his own autho- 
rity, nor by another, fave only the king's authority, ac- 
cording as he hath declared in his anfwer to the firft 
article, expreffing in them the king's fupremacy with 
the bifhop's own name and feal of office, as he ought 
to do, according to the provifion of the king's ftatute 
in fuch a cafe. . 

6. To the 6th he faith, That the vicarage of Penbrin 
being void, he, as right patron thereof to his knowledge, 
conferred it John Evans, clerk, with letters of infti- 



tution and induction ; and after, when the king's pre- 
fentation came to him for One David Jenkin, clerk, ht 
defired fourteen days refpiteat that time, either to fhew 
ancient record for his right, and then the matter to ftand 
to the determination of the law, or elfe if he fhewed nor, 
both he and his clerk to give place' to the king's clerk, 
which condition was by fir Thomas Jones; knight, Dr. 
Meyrick, and the faid David Jenkin, received ; and an 
inftitution with an induction was made conditionally to 
be put in the hands of fir Thomas Jones, knight, for fafe 
ctiftody of the king's clerks' behalf, after the fourteen, 
days to be executed at the hands of the faid defendant, 
if he failed to fhew. Within which time the faid defen- 
dant did fhew an old ancient record, declaring the full 
right of patronage on the faid defendant's behalf, and fo 
that inftitution and induction was never by the faid de- 
fendant put in execution. Neverthelefs, the faid Da- 
vid Jenkin (contrary to his promife and oath, giving 
thereupon his right hand to the faid fir Thomas Jones, 
knight) took advantage by the faid writing, without 
knowledge of the faid defendant. After which time the 
lord chancellor, by his letters written to the faid defen- 
dant, advertifed him, to admit one John ap Powell, 
clerk, prefented by virtue of the vowfon which the lord 
chancellor judged to be good, and fo tobe admitted not- 
withftanding his former prefentation, whereby he would 
not bar the other man's right. And fo this defendant 
made one collation, two inftitutions, and three mandates, 
doing no wrong thereby to his knowledge. And further 
(he faith) that there was no bufinefsnorunquietnefsabout 
the faid pofleffion of the vicarage, but this defendant 
giving place, was content to lofe his right for that time. 

7. To the 7th he faith, That as he how remember- 
eth, he. never decreed any caveats to be made in bene- 
fices, neither did ihftitute nor caufeto be indudled any 
into benefices, being known to him litigious. 

8. To the 8th he faith, That becaufe the archdeacons 
be abfent from their offices, and have not had faithful 
diligent officials, he hath directed his mandates to them 
or their officials, or to other lawful perfons in that be- 
half, fo far as heknoweth. 

9 and 10. The 9th and 10th articles he denieth as 
very untrue. 

ti. To the 11th he faith, that whereas fir Thomas 
Jones, knight, advertifed him, that Thomas Prichard 
had celebrated matrimony, in a private houfe, betwixt a 
certain prieft and woman, whofe filter had refufed the 
fame, the faid Prichard leaving his own cure unferved 
on thatSunday,this defendant did put the fame Thomas 
Prichard to penance for fo doing, marrying them with- 
out banns. And whereas he made the faid" Thomas 
Prichard, who is a batchelor of law, his commifiary ; it 
was for the refpectof learning in the law, thereby faith- 
fully to execute his office according to juftice. And the 
faid defendant did never favour nor bear with any rnan. 
wittingly in his wrong dqings. ' He confeffeth that the 
matrimony was folemnized in a private church, jand 
that the cure was that day unferved. 

12. To the 1 2th he faith,' That it is Slanderous "and 
utterly untrue. And that one John Hughes; priefr, 
made Sage Hughes (daughter to his-ftep-mother) a har- 
lot at eleven years of age, and after married openly, to 
another man, being minifter thereof himfelf; After 
which doing he took her away from her hufband again, 
and kept her, alledging a former contract. And when 
the faid John Hughes was lawfully convicted before the 
faid bifhop, in open couit at Caermarthen, of that his 
abominabIeadultery,claimingtheking's pardon thereof, 
yet the faid Sage confefTed, that he had to do with her 
the night before that -day of appearance-. Which later 
crime he denied. Neverthelefs fhe proved with child, 
affirming, both before the birth and after, the child to 
be his, the midwife and others being witnefles thereof. 
Yet notwithftanding, George Conftantine, as a wicked 
encouragerof the faid prieft in his naughty doings, with 
the help of the aforefaid chaunter, firft uttered that 
Meridith Thomas was the father of the faid child which, 
matter was ordered in the ecclefiaftical court according 
to juftice, without any partial affection of the faid bifhop, 
or of any other to his knowledge. 

i3 : To 
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13. To the 13th he faith, It is utterly falfe fo far as 
he knoweth. . . , . „ , _ 

14 . To the 14th he faith, That by lawful fequeftra- 
tion in the king's majefty's name, he committed the. 
cuftody of the fruru of Langatnoke and Lanvihangel to 
twohoncft men* for the behoof of the king's firft fruits 
arid tenths, and' of the next incumbent, and further he 
did not meddle nor minifter any caufe of unquietnefs 
in that behalf. . 

1 5. To the 1 jth he faith, That he made a collation, 
(lawful, as he fuppofeth) of the prebend of Lanbifter, 
to Stephen Greene, his chaplain, without any covenant 
or colour, and further he did not meddle in that behalf. 

16. To the 16th he faith, All is untrue as far as he 
.knoweth. . 

17. To the 17th he faith, It is untrue for his own 
part, and his officers, as far as he knoweth. 

18. To the 1 8th he faith, It is untrue as far as he 
knoweth, and that he did certify the recufants juflly, as 
he thinketh, becaufe they refufed wilfully to pay the 
king's whole fubfidy of their whole dividends, as it 
ftancfeth in the king's book, pertaining to the canons 
rcfidcnt. . . „ . . 

19. To the 19th he faith, That after a travel of four- 
teen miles, being not able faffing to celebrate the com- 
munion, in.a chapel within the houfe of fir Thomas 
J6nes, ; knight, one of the king's majefty's honourable 

council of the marches of Wales, this defendant cele- 
brated matrimony without receiving the communion 
for the caufes above faid, betwixt Mr. Griffith Rice, 
'ink the daughter oif the faid fir Thomas Jones, accord- 
ing to the king's ordinances. And Thomas Prichard, 
prieft, adminiflered the holy communion there without 
any fuperftition, to this defendant's knowledge: and Che 
married perfons not difpofed to receive the holy com- 
munion, he could not compel them againft their con- 
fciencesi and faith, that he did not difpehfe with them, 
as ft is contained in the article. 

■T6 the Jleinderous and untrue Charge of maintenance of 
Superstition, &c. he faith, that he did not main- 
tain - any Superstition, contrary to the King's 
Ordinances and Injunctions, but abhorring in his 
•Heart all Superstition, hath travelled and doth 
travel to abolijh the fafne by True Doctrine, and 'dd- 

■ ing as much as he can, with the King's Peace, 
among his People there. 

ripO the 20th he faith, That George Coriftantihe, 
JL in the third year of his majefty's reign, not 
g the dangerous time of rebellion in other place's, 



rekardinkthe dangerous timeofrebellioninotherrJlaces, 
ralnlycaufe'd to be pulled, down, without any authority 
kriown to this defendant, the communion altar in Caer- 
rriarthen crrurch, by his Own pfefumptuous mind, ap- 

tSinriiig the ufe thereof in another place of the cburch, 
bi Wifttout grudge of the people. Wherefore the 
^fflwrp 1 fearing tumult, corrimarid'ed the vicar to let Up 
the communion, table (for the time) near to the place 
'wfiere'it was before. 

. ;<4i TotbeaiftTKfaith.Thathehasbeendivers times 

-ih-tfteqairfcbf-Caerimarthch.aild hath tarried therein the 
cdnirhUhfoh time, rrbt communicatirfg himfelf, and that 
in everV church Where he cometh on the holy-day to 
breach;or to pray, he kheeleth ih the quire bare-headed, 

JSs werl'nt matirk before the communion, ; as at evening 
fongafter, without any fuperftition : he thinketh it hot 
rtee^fetV fdrthe comhiunioh's fake to leave kneeling to 
iCHnif. But he hath diligently taught the people not to 

• 4cYieei 'nor 'knock to the vifible fhew or external fhew of 

■ tbe fac'rarHent. Aridthethoirs of Caermarthenandother 
jilaecs tbere, are riot clofe at the fides, fo that the peo- 
felerriay Some in and go-out at their pleafure. More- 
over the--k-i'riR's' bh5»h'ances-do not authorize him to re- 
bu«e ; tKe peofJle'for knocking ontheir breafts, in token 

■ <if repentance SRneir fins : norilBr kneeling, in token 
, Wf fubftuifioh fo Gbd fdr mercy^jrt (Thrift. . 

TtftT« 2 2 d 'he faith. That in the time of the re- 
bellion in ^Bevbrifhiirb arid Cornwall, threatening to 
jodrhfe into Wales, he teached the people the true fb'rrh 



of prayer, according to God's holy word, and declaring 
the prayer upon beads to be vain arid fuperftitious, yet 
durft not for fear of tumult forcibly take from any man 
his beads* without authority. And touching the not 
reproving of fuch as he mould meet, wearing beads, 
he remembereth not that he hath fo done, unlefs it 
were in the rebellion time, at which time he durft not 
rebuke fuch offenders. 

23. To the 23d he faith, That he being in the pilpir, 
his face towards the people, did not fee the lights, if 
any were fet about the corpfe behind his back till after 
that he came down to the pulpit. But he with George 
Conltantine and the aforefaid ehaunter, fitting in the 
church, in Caermarthen,.to hear caufes, and feeing the 
vicar with other priefts, with fong and lights bringing 
acorpfeup to the church, called forthwith the vicarand 
priefts, arid rebuked them in open court, as cormorants 
and ravens, Hying about the dead carcafs for lucre 
fake. 

24. To the 24th he faith, That he caufed the one 
child being born with great peril of death to the mo- 
ther,, and itfelf lying for dead a certain fpaceafter.tobe 
cHriftened-on the working day: the other child was 
chrifh ncd on the working day, becaufe both father arid 
mother, and all other people there were in peril of 
death by reafon of the fudden fweat, which all men 
feared at that time. And touching the reft of the ac- 
cufaliori, which is, that by that example, it is ufed after 
the old acctillomed fafhiqn, he knoweth no fuch thing. 
To the Charge of Covetousness be faith, His doings 

prove the contrary, as his Neighbours know. 

AND the 25th article he utterly denieth. 
26. To the 26th he faith, That his hall at 
Aberguiily beihg ruinous, he ufeth for his hall a great 
chamber adjoining, forhirrifelf and his fcrvants, and all 
mariner of ftrahgers, and befides twenty perfons in 
houfe daily. What other hofpitality he keepeth, ho- 
heft neighbours can tcftify. . . 

27. To the 27th he faith. That his talk is according 
to his hearers, that is to fay, reverently and truly of 
faith, love, and hoheft life, according to fcripture to 
like auditors j and to other irreverent and rafh tur- 
rhoilfcrs of feripturesanefholy dodtrine, he doth talk of 
hoheft worldly things with godly intent; and that he 
doth not rftoft cdrrirhohly talk of fuch things as are ex- 
prelfed in this article, but when he hath honeft oc- 
eaftoK fo to db. 

28. The 28th he faith, is untrue, and that he hath 
warned ho mart out of his lands ; but where he is def- 
titute of ritceifary provifion, and would have part of his 
own derriairi frorn terfairt freeholders, having it only 
from year to year at pleafure, he cannot obtain it with- 
out brattling. Wherefore he fuffcreth them to keep It 
even yet ftill, againft right and reafon. And touching 
the rell/that he had rather the crows fhould eat it,&c. 
lie never fpake any fuch Wdrd. 

29. To the 29th he faith, That whereas his prede- 
ceffor bifhop Barloe, did let to farm the itle of Ramfey 
to one William Brown, after whofe hands this defendant 
received it into his own poffeffion, the vicars of St. Da- ■ 
vid's being difpofiefled of it long before ; he did let it 
o'Vcr to Stephen Grten, for 40s. the ground, as it was 
before, and 3I. more for feals, coneys, and fowls there ; 
■and he knoweth of no right the vicar's choral had there- 
in, who did refufe when this defendant did diligently 
lipori reafdriable conditions offer the fame unto them: 
and this defendant made no promife unto them, as is 
contained in the article. 

30. To the 30th hs faith, He knoweth hot but that 
he advertifed his bailiff to warn the freeholders, and 
others having his xlemain in reht, during pleafure, to 
leave it at a lawful day to this defendant's neceflary 
ufe ; but did not caufe the curate to do as is contained 
ih the article to his rernembrahec. 

31. To the 31ft he faith,- That he khoweth not 
what *hc prieU bade ih the church, nor how many 
ploughs there came, undefired of this defendant. But 
he knoweth certainly, that he defired ho me's labour 
• but Tor- his money. 



32. To 
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32. To the 320* he faith, That he knoweth not any 
fuch appointment of fchools and revenues there, but 
he found there (after the departing of bifhop Barloe) 
a/fchoolrnafter, an ufher being a prieft, and twenty 
fcholars, which he hath hitherto maintained better than 
he found it, to his knowledge: he did never convert 
any penny thereof to his own ufe, albeit he might law- 
fully have done the fame. 

33. The 33d, he faith, is all untrue, fo far as he 
knoweth. 

34. To the 34th article he faith, He never purchafed 
more than three parcels, whereof one was 2s. Sd.by the 
year; the fecond, 3s. 4d. and the third, ll. 6s. 8d. or 
thereabout, by the year ; the reft he denieth. 

35. To the 35th he faith, That he never bought of 
Lewis John Thomas, his land good cheap, but after 40 
years purchafe, not knowing at that time any fuch thing 
as is contained in the articles againft the faid Lewes 
John Thomas. Neither bade he the fumner to let him 
alone, but as foon as he heard any thing of it, com- 
manded the fumner to cite him; and fo he was cited 
in this defendant's houfe, occafioning him to break his 
bargain; to which Lewes, the defendant faid thefe 
words, If you would give me your land with a houfe 
full of gold, I cannot, nor will I fuffer you to keep a 
woman. Then the faid Lewes affirming the latter wo- 
man to be his wife, and the firft unknown to this de- 
fendant, he brought the faid Lewes to the confiiiory for 
trial, where it hangeth yet : and alfo by lawful procefs 
excommunicated the firft woman, for.that fhe would not 
by any means appear in the court to claim or to confefs 
marriage with the faid Lewes, and fo fhe ftandeth this 
day at the point of Significavit. 

36. To the 36th he faith, That whereas the chaun- 
ter, and R. M. with other canons there, would not obey 
the king's godly injunctions, concerning the finding of 
a fchool for poor men's children, a ledure of divinity 
fermons on the Sundays, repairing of their church and 
manfion houfes, decent order and miniftration there j 
but ftubbornly counted thcmfelves (with the chaunter) 
to be a body politic, without regard of the bifhop and 
his lawful motions, being himfelf named in their lhire 
ftatutes a deacon, having alfo their dean-ftall in the 
choir with a prebend thereunto annexed, and the chief 
place in the chapter-houfe, with a key of their chap- 
ter feal, being alfo by the king's majefty's commiflion 
appointed their ordinary: yet would they not in any 
wife deliver unto him a book of their ftatutes, for the 
better knowledge of his and their duties, now Ihew unto 
him their records and monuments, for declaring of the 
king's right and his. For which caufe this defendant, 
By*writ of quo warranto, lawfully called them toanfwer, 
which yet lieth afleep, to the lofs of the king's majefty's 
right. The time of delivery of ,the faid writ, he re- 
membereth not. 

37. The 37th, he faith, is alfo falfe, as far as he 
knoweth. 

To the CHARGE of WILFUL NEGLIGENCE he 
Jaith, that he hath tifed to his power Willing Diligence. 

38. npO the 38th he faith, That he being attendant 
X (according to his bounden duty) to ferve the 
king's highnefs during the time of the parliament, from 
the firft unto the Iaftday; then immediately after re- 
paired into his diocefe, and he might not truft R. M. 
the chaunter, and George Conftantine to execute faith- 
fully the jurifdiction, becaufe they had before (through 
their flanderous life, and not puniftiing mifdoers) left 
the country in great enormity of filthy whoredom. And 
faith further, that one catlfe why he appointed not an 
officer, &c. was for that he lacked his letters of autho- 
rity of jurifdielion. 

39 and 40. The 39th and 40th, he faith, are untrue. 

41. To the 41ft he faith, That how often he did mi- 
nifter the communion he doth not remember; but in all 
other things, fo far as he knoweth, he hath ftudied to or- 
der himfelf according to his vocation, and as far as he 
believeth adted like a minifter. 

.No- 12, 
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42. To the 42d he faith. That he hath not alienated 
himfelf from ftudy, neither preached indifcreetly, nor 
reported the fcriptures untruly to his knowledge; (but 
he hath been very much hindered both from ftudy and 
preaching, by the malicious, crafty, and covetous be- 
haviour of the forenamed perfons.) And that he did 
fet forth the dodtrine of honeft marriage, as well of all 
other men as of priefts, even as the fcripture then re- 
hearfed did minifter occafion. 

43. To the 43d he faith, Tiiat reciting the words of 
Luke, " If thy brother have offended againft thee, 
blame him, and if he repent, forgive him, and if he have 
offended againft thee feven times in one day, and feven. 
times in the day he be converted unto thee, faying, I 
am forry, forgive him ;" he faid farther thefe words in 
effecT:, It appeareth by this place of fcripture, that wc 
are not bound (except he repent) to forgive him ; but we 
are bound to pray God to forgive him, and to give him 
grace to repent, that he may forgive him. 

44. To tiie 44th he faith, That he hath preached right 
often at Caermarthen, as well as at other places; and he 
faith that a great number at Aberguilly do underftand 
Englifh very well. 

45. To the 45 th he faith, That after he had preached 
firft at Brecknock, Caermarthen, Swanfey, Laugharne, 
Tinby, Pembroke, Hereford, Sr. David's, Cardigan, 
with other notable towns; he hath fince that time 
preached to a great many other poor churches, but not 
in Tinby nor Pembroke : but for Hereford he ftandeth 
in doubt. And whereas he brought with him at the firft 
a learned preacher, of godly life, the ungodly ftubborn 
behaviour of the perfons before named, wearied him 
away. And whereas he. had engaged another learned 
man to come into his diocefe to preach, George Con- 
ftantine by his. difcouragement advifed him from this 
defendant. 

■ 46. To the 46th he faith. That in all his churches 
appropriated, there is both bible and paraphrafes, fo far 
as he knoweth: and if the priefts there would not ftiejr 
him the lack thereof, yet fhould the officials declare it 
unto bim, that it might be amended (by his will) with* 
out delay. 

47. To the 47th he faith, That George Conftantine 
covetoufly ingrolfed into his hands a great number of 
paraphrafes: and this defendant hath admonifhed the 
clergy to buy every one, for hisdifcharge; and if the faid 
George being official of two archdeaconries, and other 
officials in their office would declare unto him what 
churches do lack bibles and paraphrafes, he would caufe 
it to be amended as much as in him lieth. 

To the CHARGE of FOLLY hs faitb, That his Defire 
is in true Jimple Manner of his Words, Deeds,' and 
Honeft Behaviour, through GOD'S GRACE, tojbew 
GODLY WISDOM. 

48. HPO the 48th he faith, That he thinketh no folly 
. X in the decent colour or faihion with honeft ufe 
of faddle, bridle, ftirrups, ftaff, and other like neceflary 
or convenient things; and faith, that he ufed a faddle 
made after the Seottifh fafhion, with ftirrups of iron un- 
varniftied, and like fpursj and black bridle without ftuds, 
the bit and fnaffle white as other men's are. 

49. To the 49th he faith, That when he goeth abroad 
in winter, he weareth a hat to bear off rain and fnow, and 
in fummer to fhadow him from the fun, without any vow 
of fuperftition or offence to the people. 

50. To the 50th he faith, That all is one to him, t6 
ride or walk, as caufe requireth; and whether he faid as 
is contained in the article or nor, he remembereth not. 
Howbeit he doth ufe to go on foot. 

. 51. To the 51ft he fiuth, That after lawful prayer it 
pleafed God to give him a fon begotten and born in ho- 
neft marriage; whom he therefore caufed to be named 
Samuel, piefcnting him to the minifter to be received 
into (Thrift's church as a poor member of Chrift: by the 
holy facrament of baptifm was this done openly in the 
cathedral church, with earned gravity, and without of- 
fending any man; and alfo two wives, being before ac 
M m variance. 
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variance, defired both to be godmothers, which «ere 
both received to make unity between them, not knowing 
any law to the contrary, nor any offence thereby con- 
ceived of the people. 

52. To the sad he faith, That he doth ufe with gra-. 
vity all honeft loving entertainment of his child, to en- 
courage him hereafter willingly at his father's mouth, 
to receive wholefome doctrine of the true fear and love 
ef God ; and faith, that he hath whittled to his child, 
but faid not that the child underftood it, and that he 
anfwered to one that found fault with it, as is contained 
in the article. 

53. To the 53d he faith, That he never was furveyor, 
but went to fee Milford-Haven for honeft purpofe, and 
not to furvey it ; and for that he at the fight of a feal 
whittled in his fift, fuch as meant folly might turn it to 
their purpofe. But it is not true that he flood whittling 
an hour to the fifti, nor that any fault-was found with it, 
nor any fuch anfwer made by.him to his knowledge. 

54. To the 54th he faith, That if he did fay, the de- 
ftroying of the fry hindereth plenty of fifh, he thinketh 
the feme not againft reafon : but he remembereth not 
to have faid, as is contained in the article. 

■ 55. To the 5 5th he faith, That he remembereth not 
that ever he faid as they alledge. 

' 56. To the flanderous, untrue, and ungodly conclu- 
fiqn he faith, That George Conftantine, with other his 
a^y.erfaries before-named, and their adherents, not re- 
garding the fear of God, and their bounden duty of 
loving obedience towards God and the king, and his 
true ■ minifters, .hav.e with falfe; tongues, contumelious 
■words, and fpiteful deeds, laboured by all means to dis- 
credit and deface the king's gracious authority to him 
committed; whomever fince he came, to, the dipcefe hath 
endeavoured hjmfelf to (hew his faithful miniftry by his 
true honeft doing, and to ufe his authority according to 
bis vocation, to God,'s glory and the king's honour. 
And this deponent brought into his diocefe both learned 
Hjen in the law, to his very great charges, . which 
men George Conftantine with his adherents hath wearied 

W The whole procefs was long and tedious, and during 
the wh^le time, of -the examination of witnefles, the bi- 
fnop was obliged to continue in London upon the alle- 
gation" of his adverfaries, which was, that if the biftiop 
flioutd depart into his; diocefe, he would hinder them of 
their proofs. About three weeks after the return of 
their commiflion, 127 witnefles having been examined, 
publication of their witnefles was granted: after, which 
ft was a fortnight before the biftiop could, obtain a copy 
of their depositions, the whole thereof being fo volumi- 

n °This good man was detained in prifon till the death 
of king Edward, and the coming in of queen Mary 



and the pdpifh religion ; new trouble now began, being 
accufed and examined for his. faith and doctrine, he was 
called before the biftiop of Winchefter, with bifhop 
Hooper, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Saundert, 
and others, the 4th of February. On which day he 
fhould alfo with -them. have been condemned ; but hi3 
condemnation was deferred, and he fent to prifon again, 
where he continued till February 14. 

•He now was examined before Stephen Gardiner and 
others. His fecond examination took place, Fe- 
bruary 28, before Henry Morgan, the pretended bi- 
fhop of St. David's, and George Conftantine, his no- 
tary; Morgan's words having no effect, he pronounced 
him obftinate, and for the punifhment of this his con- 
tumacy to be counted pro confeffo, and did fo pronounce 
him in writing. Which being done, he committed 
the faid bifhop to the cuflody of Owen Jones, until . 
Monday next, being the 4th of March, then to be 
brought again into the fame place, between one and. 
two. The third examination being attended with the 
fame effect, he was committed again to cuflody till 
the following Thurfday, March 7, when the pretend- 
ed bifhop delivered unto him a copy of the articles, 
afligning him Monday next following to anfwer and 
fubferibe to the fame, either affirmatively or nega- 
tively. 

March 11, appearing again before the biftiop, and 
George Conftantine, he exhibited in a written paper 
his mind and anfwer. Upon that the bifhop afligned 
the next Wednefday in the forenoon to hear his final 
and definitive fentence. 

Dr. Farrar perfonally appearing the appointed time, 
and refufing ftill to renounce his faith, the biftiop in 
a rage pronounced the definitive fentence, and he was 
given up forthwith to the fecular power, namely, to 
Mr. Leyfon, ftieriff of the town of Caermarthen. 

The good biftiop being condemned and degraded, 
was not long after brought to the place Of execution, 
in the town of Caermarthen, where he in the market 
place, in the fouth fide of the market-crofs, the 30th. 
day of March, being Saturday next before Paffion- 
Sunday, molt conftantly fuftained the torments of the 
fire. 

Concerning whofe conftancy, this is moreover to be 
added, that one Richard Jones, a knight's, fon, com- 
ing to Dr. Farrar a little before his death, feemed 
to lament the painfulnefs of the death he had to fuf- 
fer; unto whom the bifhop anfwered again, to this ef- 
fect, faying, That if he faw him once ftir in the pains 
of his burning, he fhould then give no credit to his 
doctrine. And as he faid, fo he right well performed 
the fame; for fo patiently he flood, that he new? 
moved ; till one Richard Gra veil, with a ftaff ftruck 
him down. 
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The HISTORY and MARTYRDOM of RAWLINS WHITE, aged\6o, a Fiftierman in WALES, who zvas 
burned at CARDIFF, in the fame Month as was Biftiop FARRAR : reported by J. DANE, who was almoft con. 

: tinually with him during his Troubles and Sufferings, unto his DEATH. Alfo a LETTER from Bifhop GAR- 
DINER to Bifhop BONNER, concerning celebrating the POPE'S FUNERAL ; with other Public Occurrences in 
the Months of March and April, 1555. 



X"i AWLINS WHITE was by his calling and 
■"if occupation a fiftierman, living and continu- 
JLV. i n g m the faid trade Toc the fpace of twenty 
years at leaft, in the town of Cardiff, being one of 
a very good name amongft his neighbours. As 
touching his religion at firft, it cannot otherwife be 
known, but that he was a great partaker of the fu- 
perftition and idolatry that then was ufed in the 
reign of Henry VIII. But after that God of his 
mercy had raifed up the light of his gofpel, through 



the blefled government of king Edward the VI. Raw- 
lins White began partly to miflike that which before 
he had embraced, and to have, fome good opinion of 
that which before by the iniquity ot the times had 
been concealed from him; and the rather to bring 
this good purpofe and intent of .his to pafs, he be- 
gan to be a diligent hearer, and a great fcarcher, out 
of the truth. 

Becaufe the good man w^s altogether unlearned, and 
withal very fimple, he knew no ready way how he might 
fatisfy 
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fatisfy his great defirc. At length it came into his mind 
to take a fpecial remedy to fupply his neceflity, which 
was this: He had a little boy, his own fon, which child 
he fent to fchool, to learn to read Englifli ; inbw after 
the little boy could read indifferently Well; his f.ther 
every night after fupper, fummer and winter, Would 
have the boy to read part of the holy fcripture, and now 
and then of fome other good book. In which kind of 
virtuous exercife the old man had fuch delight and plea- 
fure, that as it feemed; he rather practifed himfelf in 
the ftudy of the fcripture, than iri the trade or fcience 
which before-time he had ufed : fo that within few years 
in the time of king Edward; through the help of his 
little fon, and through much comerence befidcs;.he 
profited and went forward in fuch fort; that he was able 
not only to fefolve himfelf touching his own former 
blindnefs and ignorance, bun alfo to admonifli and in- 
ftruct others : and therefore when occafion ferved; he 
■would go from one place to another, vifiting fuch as he 
had beft hope in. 

When he had thus cbntinued in his profeflion the 
fpace of five years, king Edward died, upon whofe de- 
ccafe queen Mary fucceeded, and with her came perfe- 
ction. The extremity and force whereof at laft fo pur- 
fued this good man, that he looked every hour to go to 
prifbn ; whereupon many who had received comfort by 
his inftructions, began to perfuade Kim to fhift for him- 
felf, and difpofe of his goods by fome reafonable order 
to the ufe of his wife and children; 

Howbcit he continued ft ill 1 0 his good purpofes, till 
at laft he was taken by the officers of the town, as a 
man fufpected of herefy, upon which apprehenfion he: 
•was convened before the biffiop of Landaff, then at his' 
houfe near Chepftow : by Whom, after, divers combats 
and conflicts with him and his chaplains, this good 
father Rawlins White was committed to prifon in 
Chepftow. 

At laft he was removed from Chepftow tr) the caftle 
of Cardiff", where he continued for the fpace of one 
whole yean during which time, this reporter reforted 
to him very often, with money and other relief from 
this reporter's mother, (*ho was a great, favourer oi' 
thofe that were in affliction in thofe days,) and others 
of his friends; which he received not without great 
thanks and praifes to God. 

When he had continued in Cardiff caftle for the 
fpace of one whole year, the time of his further trial 
was at hand. Whereupon the bifhop of Landaff caufed 
him to be brought again from the caftle of Cardiff 
unto his own houfe near Chepftow; and while he 
continued there, the bifhop endeavoured by various 
means to reduce him to fome conformity. But when 
they found their threatening words and flattering pro- 
mi fes ineffectual, the bifhop defired him to advife and 
determine with himfelf, either to recant his opinions, 
or elfe to fuffer the rigour of the law, and thereupon 
gave him a day of determination : which day being 
come, the bifhop with his chaplains went into his cha- 
pel, with a great number of the neighbours that had 
the curiofity to fee their proceedings. When the- 
bifhop and his retinue were placed in order, poor Raw- 
lins White was brought before them. The bifhop 
madea long difcourfe, declaring the caufe of his being 
fent for, was his being well known to hold heretical 
opinions, and that by his inftructions many were led 
into blind error. ' In the end, he exhorted him to con- 
fider his own ftate wherein he flood, offering favour if 
he recanted. 

When the bifhop had made an end, this good fa- 
ther Rawlins boldly faid, My lord, I thank God I am 
a chriftian man, and I hold no opinions contrary to the 
word of God ; and if I do, 1 defire to be reformed out 
of the w ord of God, as a chriftian man ought to be. The 
bifhop then told him plainly, that he mull: proceed 
againft him by the law, and condemn him as an heretic. 

Proceed in your law in God's name, faid Rawlins; 
but for an heretic you fhall never condemn me while 
the world ftands. But (faid the bilhop to his com- 
pany) before we proceed any further with him, let 
us pray to God that he would fend fome fpark of 
13- 



grace upon him, and it may fd chance; that God through, 
our prayers will here turn his heart. 

Having prayed; the bifhop faid, Now Rawlins,' wilt 
thou revoke thy opinions, or no? Surely; my lord, 
Rawlins you left me, and Raw lins you find me, and by 
God's grace; Rawlins I will continue. When he per- 
ceived his hypocrif took no effect, with fharp words 
he.reproved him,; and forthwith was ready to read the 
fentence; but upon fome advice given to him by his 
chaplains, he thought beft firft to have a mafs, thinking; 
that by fo doing fomt wonderful change would have 
been wrought in Ra vlms. 

In the mean time poor Rawlins betook himfelf to 
prayer in a fecret place; until the prieft came to the 
faenng; as they term it; « hich is a principal part of their 
idolatry; When Rawlins heard the facring- bell ring; 
he role out of his place; and came to the choir door, and 
there ftanding a while, turning himfelf to the people; 
fpeaking thefe word<; Good people, if there be any 
brethren amongft yo^ or at leaft, if there be but one 
brother amongft vou, the fame one bear witnefs at the 
day of judgment; that I bow not to this idol (meaning 
the hoft that the prieft held over his head.) 

Mafs being ended, Rawlins was called for again; to 
whom the bilhop ufed many perfusions : but the blef- 
fed man continued fo ftedfaft in his former profeflion 
that the bi (hop's difeciurfe was altogether in vain. 
Whereupon the bifhop caufed the definitive fentence to 
be read. Which being ended, Rawlins was difmiffed, 
and from thence he was by the btfhop's commandment 
carried again to Cardiff, there to be put into the prifon 
of theto«n, called Cockmarel, a very dark; loathfome, 
and moft vile dungeon; 

' Having continued a prifoner in Cockmarel prifon 
ar Cardiff, fome time, about three, weeks before the 
day wherein he fuffered, the head officers of the town 
that had the charge of his execution, were determined 
to burn him.becaufe they would be fooner rid of him - 
although they had no writ of execution awarded as 
by the law they (hould have; but by ihe advice of 
on e H. Lewes, the recorder of the town, they fent 
to London for the writ above-named: upon the re- 
ceipt whereof they, made fpeed to the execution. The 
day being : at hand, wherein the good" father mould per- 
form and.accomplifh the laft act of this his worthy con- 
himfelf! tlW " ight bcf ° re engaSCd in P rc P ari "S 
Now when Mr. Rawlins perceived his time was no 
lefs near than it was reported, he fent forthwith to his 
wife and defired her by the meffenger, that in any wife 
me fhould make ready and fend unto him his wecldine 
garment, meaning a fhirt, which afterwards he wal 
burned in. This requeft, or rather commandment of 
his his wife with grief of heart did perform, and early 1 

m^ C 7 10 , ming J d - id / C ,? d h to him > which he received 
moft gladly and jov fully. 

The hour of. his execution being come, this good 
andconftant martvr was brought out of prifon, hav- 
ing on his body the long ihirt, which he called his 
wedding garment, and an old ruffec-coat which he 
was wont to wear Befides this, he had upon his legs 
an old pair of leather bulkins. And thus being brought 
out of prifon, he was accompanied, or rather guarded 
with a great number of bills and weapons. Which 
fight when he beheld, Alas! (faid he) what meaneth all 
this? By God's grace 1 will not run awav : with all my 
heart and mind I give God moft hearty thanks that he 
fake C mC Wtmhy to abide a11 th 's for his holy name's 

rJ?f "°i V Ca , me fo . a P lace « wherc his P oor w 'fc and 
*1%Z fto "» wee P in & and making great lamentation, 
the fudden fight of whom fo pierced his heart, that the 
very tears trickled down his face. But he foon after, as 
tnougn he had miflikcd this infirmity of his flefh, began 
to be as it were altogether angry with himfilt : infb- 
nuich, that ftrikmg his breaft with his hand, he ufed 
thefe words, Ah flefli, hindereft thou mefo? Well I 
tell thee, do what thou canft, thou lhalt not, by Go'd's 
grace, have the victory. ' 

By^this time he approached, a ftake ready fet up. 
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with fome wood towards the making of the fire ; which 
■when he beheld, he fet forward very boldly : but in 
going towards the flake, he fell down upon, his knees 
and killed the ground ; and in rifing again, a little earth: 
flicking on his nofe, he faid thefe words, Earth, untb 
earth, and duft unto duft; thou art my mother, and 
unto thee I fhall return. 

Then went he chearfully and fet his , back clofe unto 
the ftake. A fmith came with a great chain- of iron, 
■whom when he faw, he caft: up his hand, and. with a 
loud voice, gave God great thanks. 

Now when the fmith had made him faft to the ftake 
the officers began to lay on more wood, with a little 
ftraw and reeds : wherein the good old man was no lefs 
occupied than the beft ; for as far as he could reach his 
hands, he would pluck the ftraw and reeds, and lay it . 
about him in places moft convenient for his fpeedy 
difpatch? 

When all things were ready, directly over-againft 
the ftake, in the face of Rawlins White, there was a 
ftanding erected, whereon ftept up a prieft, add reding 
himfelf to the people, which were many in number, 
becaufe it was market day. When Rawlins perceived 
him, and confidcred the caufe of his coming, he reach- 
ing a little ftraw unto himfelf, made two little ftays,' 
and fet them under his elbows. Then went the prieft 
forward in his fermon, wherein he fpake of many things 
touching the authority of the church of Rome. At laft,' 
he came to the facrament of the altar, and there he be- 
gan to inveigh againft Rawlins's opinions : in which 
harangue he cited the common place of fcripture. When 
Rawlins perceived, that he went about not only to preach 
and teach the people falfe doctrine, but alfo^toconfirrn 
it by fcripture, he fuddenly ftarted upland beckoned 
his hands to the people, faying twice, Come hither 
good people, and hear not a falfe prophet "preaching : 
and then faid unto the preacher, ah 1 thou wicked hy- 
pocrite, doft thou prefume to prove thy ifalfe doctrine 
by fcripture ? • •■'■>' 

Hereupon fome that flood by cried out; Putjfires 
fet to fire ; which being done, the ft* aw and -reeds 
caft up a great and fudden flame. ' In which flame 
this good man bathed his hands fo long, until fubh 
time as the finews fhrunk ; and the fat dropped away, 
faving that once he did, as it were, wipe his' fade with 
one of them. All- this while, which was fotnewhat 
long, he cried with a loud voice, O Lord, receive my 
fpirit, until he could not open his mouth. At laft, the 
extremity of the fire was fo vehement againft his legs, 
that they were confumed almofl before the reft of his 
body was hurt, which made the whole body fall over 
the chain in the fire fooner than it would have done. 
He was, at the time of his death, about fixty years of 
age. 

TRANSACTIONS in the PRIVY COUNCIL, and 
PUBLIC OCCURRENCES, in the Mouths of 
March and April, 1 555- 

MARCH 28th, the queen fummonfed into her pre- 
fence four of her privy council, namely, William, 
lord marquis of Winchefter, high-treafurer of England; 
fir Robert Rocheller, knight, the queen's comptroller; 
fir William Peter, knight, fecretary ; and fir Francis 
Inglefield, knight, matter of the wards: to whom fhe 
thus fpoke : 

" You are here of our council, and we have ordered 
you to be called unto us, to the intent you might hear 
of me my confeience, and the refolution of my mind, 
concerning the lands and poffeffions, as well of monafle- 
ries as of other churches whatfoever, being now pre- 
fently in my poffeffion. 

" Firft, I do confider, that the faid lands were 
taken away from the churches aforefaid in the time 
of fchifm, and that by unlawful means, fuch as are 
contrary both to the law of God, and of the church ; 
for which caufe my confeience doth not fufFcr me to 
detain them ; and therefore I here exprefsly refufc 
either to claim or- retain the fame lands for mine, but 



with nail my heart freely and willingly, - without any 
covehant or condition, here, ahd- before God I dp 
furrender rand relinquifh the faid lands and poffeffions, 
or inheritances whatfoever, and do renounce the fame 
with this mind and purpofe, that order and difpofi- 
tion thereof may be taken as fhall fecm beft to our 
moft holy lord the pope, or elfe his legate the lord car- 
dinal, to the honour of God, and wealth of this our 

" You may object to me, that confidering the ftate 
of my kingdom, and the dignity thereof, my crown im- 
perial cannot be honourably maintained and furnifhed 
without the poffeflions aforefaid ; yet notwithstanding I 
fet more by the falvation of my own foul, than by ten 
, kingdoms i and therefore the faid poffeflions I utterly 
refufe'here to hold after that fort and title, and give moft 
hearty thanks to Almighty God who hath given me 
anhufband likewife minded, with no lefs good affection 
in this behalf, than myfelf. 

" Wherefore I charge and command, that my chan- 
cellor (with whom 1 have conferred my mind in this 
matter before) and you four, do refort together to-mor- 
row to the moft reverend lord legate, and fignify tp him> 
the premifes in my name, and give your attendance upon 
hifri for the more full declaration of the ftate of my 
kingdom, and of the aforefaid poffeffions accordingly, 
as' you yourfelvesdo underttand the matter, and can in- 
form himin the fame;" 

On Wcdnefday, in Eafter week, there were hcarfes 
fet up,' and dirges fung, (a fervice for the dead ufed 
by the papifts) which ceremony was ordered and ce- 
lebrated by the queen and her council for the death of 
his pope's holinefs Julius, who led, by all accounts, a 
very unholy life. > At which time a woman going into 
St. Magnus' church, at the bridge foot in London, 
and there feeing an hcarfe and other preparation, 
afked what it meant: fome that flood by, faid that 
it was for the pope, and that file muft pray for him. 
Nay, Taid fhc, that 1 will not, for he needeth not ijny 
prayers: and feeing he could forgive us all our fins, I 
am furc he is clean himfelf: therefore I need not to 
pray for him. 

Some who flood by, heard her fpeak thefe words, and 
upon their information fhe was put into the cage, at 
London-bridge. 

On the id of April, John Aw.cock died in prifon, 
and was buried in the fields, as the manner of the pa- 
pifts was, to deny chriftian burial to fuch as died out of 
their popifli antichriftian church. 

The beginning of this month, a letter was fent to the 
fheriff of Kent, to apprehend Thomas Woodgate and 
William Maynard, for preaching fecretly, and to fend 
tbem up to the council. 

On the 7th, another letter was fent to the fheriff for 
the apprehenfion of one Harwich, who went about 
with a boy preaching from place to place. 

On the 1 jth, a letter was directed to fir Nicholas 
Hare, and fir Thomas Cornwallis, requiring them to 
examine Mr. Flower, alias Branch, what he meant by 
wearing about his neck this motto : Deum time, idolum 
fuge, " Fear God, beware of idolatry." and whom 
elf he knew to wear the like ; praying them alfo to 
fpeak to Bonner, bifhop of London, fpeedily to pro- 
ceed againft him for his religion according to the 
laws, and that the juflices of peace of Middlefex: 
fhould likewife proceed againft him for fhedding of 
blood in the church, according to the ftatute, fo as if 
he continued in his opinion he might be executed at the 
fartheft by the latter end of this week, and that his 
right hand be ftruck off the day before his execution. 
Or the fame day. 

The 2ad of April, there was a like letter fent to the 
juflices of peace of Middlefex, with a writ for the ex- 
ecution of the faid Flower, commanding them to fee 
his hand firuck off before his burning. 

The 29th of April, Mr. Robert Horneby, fcrvant 
then to the lady Elizabeth, was convened before the 
council for his religion; and ftanding conftantly to the 
truth, notwithstanding their threats and other pcrfua- 
fions, was therefore committed to the Marfhalfea. 

CHAP. 
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The HISTORY of the LIFE, EXAMINATION, and MARTYRDOM^" the Rev. Mr. GEORGE MARSH. 
■who was Burned for profs ftng the TRUTH of the GOSPEL, at WEST-CHESTER, April 34th, 1555. 



GEORGE MARSH was born.in the parifh of 
Deane, in the county of Lancafter, and was 
well brought up in learning and honett trade 
of living by his parents : who afterwards, 
about the 25th year of his age, took to wife ah honeft 
maiden of the country; with whom he continued, 
earning their living upon a farm, having children be- 
tween them lawfully begotten : and then God taking 
his wife out of this world, he (leaving his houlliold 
and children in good order) went unto ihe univerfity 
of Cambridge, where he ftudied, and much increafcd 
in learning, and was a minifter of God's holy word 
and facraments, and for a while was curate to the 
Rev. Mr. Laurence Saunders, as himfelf reporteth. 
In which condition of life he continued for a fpace, 
earnestly fetting forth God's true religion, to the de- 
facing of Antichrift's falfe doctrine, by his godly 
readings and fcrmons, as well there and in the pa- 
rifh of Deane, as elfewhere in Lancafhire. 

At length he was apprehended, and kept clofe pri- 
foner in Chefter, by 'George Cotes, then bifhop of 
that fee, within the precinct of the bilhop's houfe, 
about the fpace of four months, being not permitted 
to have relief and comfort of his friends; but charge 
being given unto the porter, to mark who they were 
thatafked for him,. and to fignify their names unto 
the bifhop, as by the particular defcription of his 
ftory, tefhfied and recorded with his own pen, more 
evidently will aj pear in what followeth. 

The FIRST EXAMINATION of the Rev. Mr. 
GEORGE MARSH, before the EARL of DERBY 
and others, written by himfelf. 

ON the Monday before Palm Sunday, which was 
the 1 2th of March, if was told me at my mo- 
ther's houfe, that Roger Wriuftone, with < ther of 
Mr. Birton's fervants, did make diligent fearch for 
me in Bolton; and when they perceived that 1 was 
not there, they gave ftritf charge to Robert Ward 
and Robert Marih, to find and bring me to Mr. Bar- 
ton the next day following, With orders, to be brought 
before the honourable earl of Derby, to be examined 
in matters of religion, &c. 

I knowing this, by my friends, was diverfely af- 
fected ; my mother, and . other my friends advifing 
me to fly, and to avoid the peril, which thing I had 
intended, after a week then next enfuing, if this in 
the mean while had not chanced ; feeing that if I 
were taken, and would not recant in matters, of re- 
ligion, (as they thought I would nor, and as God 
ftrengthening and affifting me in his Holy Spirit I 
never will,) it would not only have put them to great 
forrow, heavinefs, and lofTes, with cofts and charges, 
to their fhame and rebuke in this world, but alfo my 
own felf, after troubles and painful imprifonmcnt, 
unto (bameful death. 

This confidered, they advifed and counfellcd me to 
depart and fly the country, as I intended to have 
done, if this had not happened. To vvhofc counfei 
my weak flefh would gladly have confented, bur my 
fpirit did not fully agree; thinking and faying thus 
to myfelf, that if I fled away, it would be thoughr, 
reported, and faid, that I did not only fly the coun- 
try, and my neareft and dcarcft friends, but much 
rather from Chrift's holy word, according as thefe 
13. 



years paft I had with my heart, or at leaf! with mine 
outward living profefTed, and with my word and 
mouth taught, according to thefmall talent given me 
of the Lord. I being thus with their coufel and ad- 
vice, and the thoughts and counfels of my own mind, 
drawn as it were divers ways, went from my mother's 
houfe, faying, I would come again at evening. 

In the mean 'time I ceafed not by earneft prayer to 
afk and feek counfei of God, (who is the giver of all 
good gifts) and of other my friends, whofe pious judg- 
ments and knowledge 1 much trufted to. After this 
I met with one of my friends on Deane-moore, about 
fun fetting, and after we had confulted together of 
my bufinefs, not without hearty prayer, we departed. 
I not fully determining what to do, but taking my 
leave of my friend, faid, I doubt not but God (accord- 
ing as our prayer and truft was) would give me fuch 
wifdomand counfei, as fliould be moft to his honour 
and glory, the profit of my neighbours and brethren 
in the world, and obtaining my eternal falvation by 
Chrift in heaven. 

This done, I returned to my mother's houfe again, 
where feveral of Mr. Barton's fervarts had been feek- 
ing after me j who, when they could not find me, 
H'ri«aiy charged my brother and William Marfh to 
feek me that night, arid to brin^i me to Smethehills 
the next day; who being fo charged, were gone to 
feek me in Adderton, or elfewhere. 

Thus intending before to have been all night with 
my mother, but then considering that my tarrying 
there would difquiet her w ith her houlliold, I de- 
parted from thence, and went beyond Deane church, 
and thcie tarried all night with an old Iriend of mine, 
taking little reff, and confulting much with myfelf of 
my trouble. 

At my firft awaking, one came to me from a faith- 
ful triend of mine with letters, who faid thus: My 
friend's advice was that I fliould in no wife flv, but 
abide and boldly confefs the faith of Jems Cnriff. 
At whofe words I was fo confirmed and eltablilhed 
in niy confeience, that from thenceforth I confulted 
no more, whether it were bet'er to fly or to tarry; 
but was at a point with m.vfelf, that I would not Hy, 
but go to Mr. Barton, who did feek forme, and there 
prefent myfelf, and patiently bear fuch crofs as it 
fliould plcafe God to lay upon my fhoulders. Where- 
upon my mind before being much difquieted and 
troubled, was now merry and at cafe. 

I arofe early in the morning, and after I had faid 
the Englilh litany (as my cuftum was) with other 
prayers, kneeling on my knees by my friend's bed 
fide, 1 prepared myfelf to go toward Smethehills; and 
as 1 was going thither, 1 went into the hoi.fes of 
Henry Widdowes, of my mother-in-law, of Rilf 
Yeton, and of the wife of Thomas Richardfon, ,:e- 
firing them to pray for me, and have me commended 
to ail my friends,- and comfort my mother, and be 
good to my little children; for (as I fuppofed) they 
ihould not fee my face any more before the laft day; 
and fo took my leave of them, not without tears (tied 
on both fides, and came to Smethehills about nine 
o'clock, and prefented mj felf to Mr Barton; who 
fliewed me a letter from the earl of Derby, wherein he 
was commanded to fend me with others to Lathuni. 

Whereupon he charged my brother and William 
Marfh to bring and deliver me the next day by ten 
O o o'clock, 
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o'clock, before the faid earl or his council. I made 
earned fuit, with other fpecial friends, which I had 
there at the fame time, to Mr. Barton, that he would 
take fome one, or all of them, bound by recognizance 
or otherwife, tor my appearing before the faid carl 
or his council, that my brother and William Marlh 
might be at home, becaufe it was the chief time of 
feeding, and their ploughs could not go if they were 
not at home; but nothing could be obtained. 

So we went to my mother's, and there I dined and 
fhifted part of my clothes, and praying, took my leave 
of my mother, the wife of Richard Marfn, and both 
their houfholds, they and 1 both weeping, and depart- 
ing from them, went towards Lathum, and lay all 
night within a mile and a half of it. The next day, 
"which was Wednefday, we arofe, prayed, and came to 
Lathum betimes, and tarried there till four o'clock in 
the aiternoon. 

Then was I called by Roger Mekinfon, to my 
lord and his council, and was brought into the cham- 
ber of prefencc, where were prefenc fir William 
Nores, fir Pierce Alee, Mr. Sherburn, the parfon of 
Grapnal, Mr. Moore, with others. "Where, when I 
had tarried a little while, my lord turned himfelf to- 
wards me, and fked what was my name : 1 anfwered, 
Marlh. 

Then he afked, whether I was one of thofe that 
fowed evil feed and diffention amongft the people : 
which thing I denied, defiring to know my acculers, 
and what could be laid againft me: but that I could 

Then, faid he, he would with his council examine 
methcmfelves, and afked me whether I was a pricft ; 
I faid, no. He aiked me what had been my living, 
I anfwered, 1 was a minifter, ferved a cure, and kept 
a fchool. Then faid my lord to his council, This is 
a wonderful thingj before he faid he was no pricft, 
and now he confeileth himfelf to be one. I anfwered, 
fiy the laws now ufed in this realm, (as far as I do 
know) I am none. 

They afked me who gave me orders, or whether I 
had taken any. 1 anfwered, 1 received orders of rhe 
bifhopof London and Lincoln. 

Then faid they one to another, thofe are of thefe 
new heretics: and afked me what acquaintance I had 
with them? I anfwered, I never fa w them but at the 
time when I received orders. 

They afked me how long I had been curate, and 
whether I had miniftered with a good confeience. 1 
anfwered 1 had been curate but one year, and had mi- 
niftered with a good confeience, I thanked God ; and 
if the laws of the realm would have fuffered me, I 
would have miniftered ftill ; and if they at any time 
hereafter would fuffer mc to minifter after that fort, 1 
would minifter again. 

At which they murmured, and the parfon of Grap- 
nal faid, This laft communion was the moft devililh 
thing that ever was devifed. Then they afked me 
what my belief was. 

I anfwered, I believed in God the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghoft, according as the fcriptures of 
the Old and New Teftaments do teach, and accord- 
ing as the four fymbols or creeds that is to wit, the 
creed commonly called the Apoftles, the creed of 
the council of Nice, of Achanafius, and of Auftiii 
and Ambrofe, do teach. 

After a few words the parfon Gripnal faid, But 
what is thy belief in the facrament of the altar? 

I anfwered, 1 believe that whoever, according to 
Chri'.t's inftitution, did receive the holy facrament of 
Chrift's body and blood, did eat and drink Chrift's 
body, and with all the benefits of his death and rcfur- 
rection to their eternal falvation ; for Chrift, faid J, 
is everprefent with his facrament. 

They afked me, whether the bread and wine, by- 
virtue of the words pronounced by the prieft, were 
changed in the flefii and blood of Chrift, and that 
the facrament, whether he were received or refer ved 
was the very body of Chrift. Whereunto I made 
anfwer, 1 knew no farther than I had (hewed already. 

Alter many other queftions, which I avoided as 



well as I could, remembering the faying of Sr. Paul, 
" Foolilh and unlearned queftions avoid, knowing 
they do but ingender ftrife;" my lord commanded 
me to come to the board, and gave me pen and ink 
[ in my hand, and commanded me to write my an- 
; fwers to the queftions of the facrament above- 
named ; and 1 wrote as I had anfwered before. 
\ Whereat he being much offended, commanded me 
\\ to write a more direct anfwer, faying, 1 fhould not 
i chufe but do it. 

I Then I took the pen and wrote, that further I knew 

! not. Whereat he being fore grieved, alter many 
threatenings, faid, I fhould be put to a fhameful death 
like a traitor,, with other like words ; and fometimes 
giving me fair words, if I would turn and be con- 
formable as others were, how glad he would be. 

In conclufwn, after much ado, he commanded me 
to ward, in a cold, windy, ftone-houfe, where was lit- 
tle room; there 1 lay two nights without any bed, 
laving a few great canvafs tent clothes, and fo conti- 
nued till Palm-Sunday, occupying myfelf as well as 

: f could in meditation, prayer, and ftudy ; for no man 
could be fuffered to come to me but my keeper twicer 

. a day, when he brought me meat and drink. 

! SECOND EXAMINATION of the Rev. Mr. 
GEORGE MARSH. 

ON Palm Sunday after dinner, I was fent for to 
my lord and 'his council, (faving fir William 
I Nores and fir Pierce Alee were not then prefent) 
; amongft whom were fir John Beram, and the vicar of 
j Prcfcot. So they examined me once again of the 
I facrament. And after I had communed apart with 
] the vicar of Prefcot a good while concerning that 
j matter, he returned with me to my lord and his coun- 
i cil, faying, That anfwer which 1 had made before, 
j and then did make, (as it is above written) was fuf- 
I ficient for a beginner, and as one which did not pro- 
: fefs a perfect knowledge in that matter, until fuch 
! times as I had learned further. Wherewith the carl 
| was very well pleafcd, faying, he doubted not but by 
the means and help of the vicar of Prcfcot I would be 
conformable in other things ; and after many fair 
words he commanded I fhould have a bed, with fire, 
and liberty to go amongft" his fervants, on condition 1 
would do no harm with my communication amongft 

And fo after much other communication I depart- 
ed, much more troubled in my mind than before, be- 
caufe 1 had not with more boldnefs confeffed Chrift, 
but in fuch fort as mine adverfaries thereby thought 
they fhould prevail againft me; whereat I was much 
grieved. 

A day or two after 1 was fent for to the vicar of 
Prefcot, and the parfon of Gripnal ; where our com- 
munication was concerning the mafs : and he afked 
what offended me in the mafs. I" anfwered, the whole 
mafs did offend me, firft becaufe it was in a Orange 
language, whereby the people were not edified; con- 
trary to St. Paul's doctrine, 1 Cor. xiv. and becaufe 
of the manifold and intolerable abufes and' errors- 
contained therein, contrary to Chrift's priefthood ; and 
facrifice. 

Then they afked me in what place thereof ; and I 
named fcveral ; which places they went about with 
gentle and far fought interpretations to mitigate, 
laying, thofe places were underftood far otherwife 
than the words did purport, or than I did take them. 

So they caufed a mafs-book to be fent for, and 
fhewed me where in fome places of the mafs was" 
written, A facrifice of praife. Whereto I anfwered, 
that it followed not therefore that in all places it fig- 
nified a facrifice or oblation of praife or thankfgiving ; 
and although it did, yet was not a facrifice of praife 
or thankfgiving to be offered for the people. 

After this, Mr. George Marlh was fent to Lanc.if- 
tercaflle, and being brought with other prifoners un- 
to the feffions, was made to hold up his- l and with 
the malefactors ; at which time the earl of D.rby h.id 
this converfation with him. 

A CON- 
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A CONVERSATION between the Rev. Mr. 
GEORGE MARSH, and the Earl of DERBY. 

ISaid unto my lord, I had not dwelled in the coun- 
try the three or four years paft, and came home but 
lately to vifit .my mother, children, and others of my 
friends, and meant to have departed out of the country 
before Eafter then next, and to have gone out of the 
realm. Wherefore I trufted, feeing nothing could be 
laid againft me, wherein 1 had offended againft the laws 
of this realm, his lordfhip would not with captious 
queftions examine me, to bring my body into danger 
of death, to the great difcomfort of my mother, but 
fuffer me to avoid peaceably, feeing I might have fled 
out of the country, and yet of my own will came to his 
lord mi p. 

He faid to his council, he had heard tell of me before 
at London ; and intended to make feareh for me, and 
take me either in Lancafhire or at London and afked 
me into what land 1 would have gone. 

I anfwered, I would have gone either into Aimain, 
or elfe into Denmark. He faid to his council, in Den- 
mark they ufed fuch hercfy as they have done in Eng- 
land : but as for Aimain, he faid the emperor had de- 
ftroyed therm 

So after fuch like words, I faid unto him, , my truft 
was that his lordfhip being of the honourable council 
of the late king Edward, cOnfenting and agreeing to 
afls concerning faith towards God and religion, under 
great pain, would not fo foon after confent to put 
poor men to fhameful deaths, as he had threatened me 
for embracing the fame with fo good a confeience. 

He anfwered, that he, with the lord Windfor and 
lord Dacres, with one more, whofe name 1 have for- 
got, did not confent to thofe acts, and that the name of 
them four would be feen, as long as the parliament 
houfe flood. Then my lord did rehearfe the misfor- 
tune of the dukes of Northumberland and Suffolk, with 
others, becaufe they favoured not the true religion; and 
again the profperity of the queen's highnefs, becaufe 
fhe favoured the true religion, thereby gathering the one 
to be good, and of God ; and the other to be wicked, 
and of the devil j and faid that the duke of Northum- 
berland confeffed fo plainly. 

After remaining fome weeks in confinement at Lan- 
cafler, he was removed to Chefter, and placed in the 
bifhop's liberty, where his lordfhip frequently confer- 
red with him, and ufed his utmoft endeavours to bring 
him to an acknowledgment of the corporal prefence in 
the facrament of the altar, the mafs, confeffion, and in 
fhort, of all the tenets and practices of the Church of 

When the bifhop. found he would not affent to a An- 
gle point, he remanded him back to prifon ; and in a 
few days fummonfed him before him in the cathedral 
church of Chefter, where, in the prefence of the may- 
or, chancellor, and principal inhabitants of that city, 
both laity and clergy, he caufed him to take a folemn 
oath to anfwer truly to fuch articles as might be alledg- 
ed againft him. . 

The FIRST EXAMINATION of the Rev.. Mr. 
GEORGE MARSH. 

WITHIN a few days the Rev. Mr. Marfh was 
fent for by Dr. Cotes, bifhop, to appear be- 
fore him in his hall, nobody elfe being prefent; and 
then he afked him certain queftions concerning the 
facrament: to whom he made fuch anfwers as the 
bifhop feemed therewith to be content, faving that he 
utterly denied jranfubftantiation, and allowed not the 
abufeof'the mafs, nor that the lay- people fhould receive 
under one kind only, contrary to Chrift's inftitution ; in 
which point the bifhop went about to perfuade him : 
howbeit (God be thanked} all in vain. Other dif- 
courfe he had with him to fubmit himfelf to the uni- 
verfal church of Rome j and when he faw he could not 
prevail, he fent him to prifon again ; and after being 
'3- 



there, came to him divers times Mr. MalTey, a father- 
ly old man, Mr. Wrench, a fchoblmafter, Mr. Hen- 
fhaw, the bifhop's chaplain, and the archdeacon, with 
many more: who with all plaufibility of words, philo- 
fdphy, ?nd deceitful vanity, after the tradition of men, 
but not after Chrift, went about to perfuade him to 
fubmit himfelf to the church of Rome, and to acknow- 
ledge the Pope to be heard thereof, and to interpret the 
fcriptures no otherwife than that church did; with 
many fuch like arguments and peffuafions of flefhly 
wifdom. 

To whom the faid Mr. George Marfh anfwered, that 
he did acknowledge and believe one holy catholic and 
apoftolic church, without which there is no falvation, 
and that this church is but one, becaufe it ever hath, 
doth, and fhall confefs and believe one only God, and 
him only worfhip, and one only Mefliah, and in him 
only truft for falvation ; which church alfo is ruled and 
led by one Spirit, one word, and one faith ; and thac 
this church is univerfal and catholic, becaufe it ever 
hath been fince the world's beginning, is, and lhall en- 
dure to the world's end, and comprehending within it 
all nations, kindreds, and languages, degrees, ftatesj 
and conditions of men : and that this church is built 
only upon the foundation of the prophets and apoftles, 
Jefus Ci.nft himfelf being the head corner ftone, and 
not upon the Romifh laws and decrees, the bifhop of 
Rome being the fupreme head. 

And w here they faid the church did ftand in ordi- 
nary fucceffion of bifhops, being ruled by general 
councils, holy fathers, and the laws of holy church, 
and fo had continued for the fpace of fifteen hundred 
years and more; he made anfwer, that the holy church, 
which is the body of Chrift, and therefore moft worthy 
to be called holy, was before any fucceffion of bilhops, 
general councils, or Romifh decrees; neither was it 
bound to any time or place, ordinary fucceffion, gene- 
ral councils, or traditions of fathers; nor had it any 
fupremacy over empires and kingdoms: but it was a 
poor fimple flock, difperfed and fcattered abroad, as 
fheep wirhout a fhepherd in the midft of wolves, or as 
a flock of orphans and fatherlefs children: and that 
this church was Jed and ruled by the only laws, COun* 
cils, and word of Chrift, he being the fupreme head of 
this church, and affifting, fuccouring, and defending 
her from all aflaults, errors, and perfecurions, where- 
with fhe is ever encompaffed about. 

The SECOND EXAMINATION of the Rev, Mr. 
GEORGE MARSH. 

AFTER that the faid bifhop had taken his pleafure- 
in punifhing this his prifoner, and often reviling 
him with the odious names of heretic, &c. he caufed 
% him to be brought forth into a chapel in the cathedral 
* church of Chefter, called our Lady's-chapel, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and Fulk Dutton, mayor of 
the faid city, Dr. Wall, and other priefts affifting him, 
placed not far from the bifhop; George Wenfloe, chan- 
cellor, and one John Getham, regifter, fat directly over 
againft him. 

, • Then they caufed the faid. Mr. Marfh to take an 
oath, to anfwer truly unto fuch articles as fhould be 
objected againft him. Upon which oath taken, the 
chancellor laid to his charge, that he had preached 
and openly publifhed moft heretical and blafphemous 
doctrines, within the parifhes of Deane, Eccles, Bol- 
ton,: . Berry, and many other places within the bifhop's 
dioccfe, in the months of January, February, or fome 
other time of the year laft, proceeding directly againft 
the pope's authority, and catholic church of Rome 4 
I the bleffed mafs, the facrament ot the altar, and many 
other articles. Unto all which he anfwered, that he 
neither heretically nor blafphemoufly preached or 
fpoke againft any of the faid articles ; but fimply and 
truly, as occafion ferved, and (as it were thereunto 
forced in confeience) maintained the truth touching 
the fame articles, as he faid all you now prefent did 
acknowledge the fame in the time of the late king Ed- 
ward VI. 

1 P P Then 
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Then thqy examined him feverally of every article, 
and bade him anfwer yes, or no, without equivocation; 
for they were come to examine, and not to difpute at 
that prefenr. 

Then he anfwered them unto every article very mo. 
deftly, according to the doctrine by public authority 
received, and taught in this realm at the death of king 
Edward ; which anfwers were every one written by the 
regifte.r to the uttermoft that could make againft him. 
After this, the company for that time broke up, and 
he was returned to prifon again. 

the THIRD and LAST EXAMINATION of the 
Rev. Mr. GEORGE MARSH. 

THE bifhop was now determined, if Mr. Marfti 
would not relent and abjure, to pronounce fen- 
tence definitive againft him. Wherefore he bade the 
faid George. Marfti to be Well, advifed what he would 
do, for it flood upon his life : and if he would not at 
that.prefent forfake his heretical opinions, it would (af- 
ter the fentence given) be too late, though he would 
ever fo gladly defire it. 

Then the chancellor firft afked him, Whether he 
were not of the bifhop's diocefe? To which he anfwer- 
ed, that he knew not how large his diocefe was at 
Cambridge. But they afked, whether he had not lately 
been at Deane parifh in Lancafhire, and there abode ? 
He anfwered; Yes. 

: .Then the chancellor read all his anfwers that he 
rriade in that place at his former examination, and at 
evefcy one he afked him whether he would flick to the 
iamebrno? To which he anfwered again, Yes, yes. 
Said -the chancellor, in your laft examination, amongfl 
many other damnable and fchifmatical herefies, you 
faid, That the church and doctrine taught, and fet 
forth in king Edward's time, was the true church, and 
the doetririe- of the true church, and that the church of 
Rome was not the true and catholic church. 

So faid I, replied Mr. Marfti, and I believe it to be 
true. . Here alfo others took occafion to afk him (for 
.that he denied the bifhop of Rome's authority in Eng- 
land) whether Linus, Anacletus, and Clement, that 
Swere bifhnps of Rome, were not good men ; and he 
^rrifwefed, Yes,, and diveris others; but he faid, they 
-churned, no.more authority in England, than the bifhop 
of Canterbury doth at Rome ; and I ftrive not with the 
place, neither fpeak I againft the perfon of the bifhop, 
.tint againft his doctrine, which in moft points is re- 
pugnant to the doctrine of Ghrift. 

Thou art an arrogant fellow indeed, faid the bifhop. 
slrii.wtnit' : articlc is' the do'cMrie of the church of Rome 
■srepugnant to the dotftrine of Chrift ? 

To whom Mr. Marfh anfwered, Oh, my lord, I 
i pray you . judge not fb-of me. I ftand now upon the 
opoirtfofj err/ life and death; arid; a man in my cafe hath 
jjicfcaufe ,to be' arrogant, neither am I, God is my 
record'. " And as concerning the difagreement of the 
doctrine, among many other things, the church of 
Rome erreth in the facrament. For where Chrift in the 
inftitution thereof did as well deliver the cup as the 
bredd; faying,- «.«" Drink ye all of this ;" and St. Mark 
-repo'rteth, that they, did *3rink of it : in like manner St. 
■Paul ^delivered it unto the Corinthians. And in the 
fame fort alfo it was ufed in the primitive church for 
the fpace of many hundred years. Now the church of 
Rome doth takeaway one part of the facrament from 
■ the. laity. Wherefore* if • I could be perfuaded in my 
corifcience by God's word, that it were well done, I 
could gladly yield in this point. 

Then faid the bifhop, there is no difputing with a 
heretic. Therefore when all his anfwers were ready, 
- he afked hum Whether he would ftand to. the fame, be- 

• <ing«s they were full of herefy, or elfe forfake them, and 
; come unto the catholic church ? 

To w hom he made this full anfwer, That he held no 
heretical opinion, but utterly abhorred all kind of here- 
TV, although they moft untruly fo did flandcr him. And 

• he-defired all. the. people there to bear him witnefs, (if , 
any hereafter fhould flander him, and fay that he held 



any grievous herefy) that in all articles of religion he 
held ho other opinion than was by law eftablifhed, and 
publicly taught in England at the death of king Ed- 
Ward VI. and in the fame pure religion and doctrine he 
would, by God's grace, ftand, live, and die. Here 
the chancellor fpake to one Leach, who flood near to 
Mr. Marfh, and bade him ftand farther from him j for 
his prefeftce did him no good. 

This being done, the bilhop took a writing out of 
his bofbm, and began to read the fentence of condem- 
nation : but 'when he had read almoft half thereof, the 
Chancellor called him, and laid, Good my lord, ftay, 
ftayi for if you proceed any further, it will be too 
late t6 cSH it again, and fo the bifhop flayed. Then 
his popifh priefts, and many of the ignorant people, 
called upon 1 ' Mr. Marfh, with- many earneft words 
to recant; and amongfl: others, one Pulleyn, a fhoe- 
maker, faid to him, for fhame man, remember thy- 
felf, and reeafiit. They bade him kneel down, and pray, 
and they Wonld pray for him : fo they kneeled down, and 
he defired them to pray for him, and he would pray for 
them. 

The bifhop then afked him again, whether he would 
not have the queen's mercy in time ; and he anfwered, 
he did gladly defire the fame, and Bid love her grace as 
faithfully as any of them ; but yet he durft not den> his 
Saviour Chrift, left'helofe his mercy everlafting, and 
fo win everla'ftihg death. • , 

Then the bifhop put his fpectacles on, and read for- 
ward his fentence about five or fix lines, and there 
again the chancellor with flattering words and fmiling 
countenance dailed to the bifhop, and faid, Yet, good 
my lord, once again ftay, for if that word be fpoken, 
all is pa ft, no relenting- will then ferve ; and the bilhop 
("pulling off his fpectacles) faid I would ftay if it would 
be. 

How fayeft thou, faid he, wilt thou recant? Many of 
the priefts and ignorant people bade him do fo, and 
call to God forgntcei and pulling him by his fleeve, 
bade him recaht and fave his life. ' To whom he an- 
fwered, I Would as fain live as yoiij if in fo doing I 
fhould not deny my mafter Chrift, and then he would 
deny me before his Father in heaven. 

Then the bifhop read out his fentence unto the end 
and afterwards faid unto him, Now I will no more 
pray for thee, than I will for a dog. Mr. Marfh an- 
fwered, That notwithflanding he would pray for his 
Iordfhip; and after this the bifhop delivered him unto 
the fheriffs of the city. His late keeper faid, Farewell 
good George, with weeping eyes, which caufed the 
officers to carry him to a prifon at the north-gate, where 
he was very ftrictly kept until he went to his death, 
during which time he had fmall comfort or relief of any 
worldly creature. 

For being in the dungeon or dark prifon, none 
that would do him good could fpeak with him, or 
at leaft durft enterprize fo to do, for fear of accufa- 
tion; and fome of the citizens who loved him, for 
thegofpel's fake, (whereof there were but few) although 
they were never acquainted with him, would fometimes 
in the evening at a hole upon the wall of the city (that 
went into the faid prifon) call to him and afk him 
how he did. He would anfwer them moft chcarfully, 
that he did well, and thanked God moft highly that he 
would vouchfafc of his mercy to appoint him to be a 
witnefs of his truth, and to fuffer for the fame, where- 
in he did moft rejoice ; befeeching him that he would 
give him grace, not to faint under the crofs, but pa- 
tiently beaT the fame to his glory; and comfort of his 
church. 

When the day and time appointed came that he 
fhould fuffer, the fheriffs of the city, whofe names 
were Amry and Coupe^ with their officers, and a 
great number 'of poor firnple barbers with rufty bills 
and poll-axes, went to the North-gate, and there took 
out Mr. George Marfh, who came with them moft 
humbly and meekly, with a lock upon his feet. And 
as he came upon the way towards the place of execu- 
tion, fome folks proffered htm money, and looked 
that he fhould have gone with a little purfe in his 
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hand (as felons were accuftomed in that city in times 
paft, at their going to execution) to the end to gather 
money to give unto a prieft to fay mafles for them 
after their death, whereby they might, as they thought, 
be faved; but Mr. Marfh faid; he would not then be 
troubled to receive money, but defired fome good 
man to take the money, if the people were difpofed 
to give any, and to give it to the prifoners or poor 
people. He went all the way with his book in His 
hand, looking upon the Tame, and many faid, This 
man goeth not unto his death as a thief, or as one 
that deferveth to die. 

When he came to the place of execution without 
the city, near unto Spittal-Boughton, one Cawdry, 
being then a deputy chamberlain of Chefter, lhewed 
Mr. Marfh a writing under a great feal, faying, That 
it was a. pardon for him if he would recant; He an- 
f'wered, forafmuch as it tended to pluck him from 
God, he would not receive it upon that condition. 

He now began to fpeak to the people, (hewing the 
caufe of his death, and would have exhorted them to 
flick unto Chrift. Whereupon one of the fheriffs 
faid, George Marfh we muft have no fermoning now. 
To whom he faid, Mafter, I cry you mercy; and fo 
kneeling down faid his prayers, put off his clothes 
unto his fhirt, and theri was chained to the poft, hav- 
ing a number of faggots under him, and a thing made 
like a firkin, with pitch and tar in if, over his head ; 
the fire being unfkilfully made, and the wind driving 
the fame to and fro, he fuffered great extremity in his 
death, which notwithstanding he bore very patiently; 

When he had been a long time tormented in the 
fire without moving, having his flelh fo broiled and 
pulled up, that they who flood before him, could fee 
the chain wherewith he was faftcned, and therefore 
fuppofed he had been dead; fuddenly he fpread 
abroad his arms, faying, Father of heaven have mercy 
upon me, and fo yielded his fpirit into the hands of 
the Lord. Upon this, many of the people faid he 
was a martyr, and died marvelloufly patient ; which 
caufed the bifhop fhortly after to make a fermon in the 
cathedral church, and therein affirm, that the faid 
Marfh was an heretic, burnt as fuch, and was a fire- 
brand in hell. 

The Rev. Mr. Marfh wrote, befides his examina- 
tions while in prifon, feveral letters, 

LETTER I. 

From the Rev. Mr. GEORGE MARSH to bis Friends. 

HERE you have, dearly beloved frinds in Chrift, 
the chief and principal articles of chriftian doc- 
trine briefly touched, which heretofore I have both be- 
lieved, profefied, and taught, and as yet do believe, 
profefs, and teach, and am furely purpofed, by God's 
grace, to continue in the fame until the laft day. I 
do want both time and opportunity to write out at 
large the probations, caufes, effects, and contraries 
or errors of thefe articles, which whofo defireth to 
know, let them read over the common places of the 
pious and learned men, Philip Melanclhon, and Eraf- 
mus Sarcerius, whofe judgment in thefe matters of 
religion I do chiefly follow and lean unto. The Lord 
give us understanding in all things, and deliver us 
from this evil world, according to his will and plea- 
furc, and bring us again out of this hell of affliction 
into, which it hath pleafed the merciful Lord to throw 
us down: and deliver us out of the mouth of the lion, 
and from all evil doing, and keep us unto his everlaft- 
ing and heavenly kingdom. Amen. 

Though Satan be fuffered as wheat to fift us for a 
time, yet our faith faileth not through Chrift's aid, 
but that we are all times able and ready to confirm the 
faith of our weak brethren, " and always ready to give 
an anfwer to every man that afketh us a reafon of the 
hope that is in us, and that with meeknefs and rever- 
ence, having a good confciencc: and whereas they 
backbite us as evil doers, they may be afhamed, for- 



afmuch as. they have falfely accufed our good conver- 
fation in Ghrift." I thought myfelf now of. late 
years, for the cares of. this life, well fettled with my 
loving and faithful wife and children, and alfo well 
quieted in the peaceable poffeflion of that pleafant 
Euphrates, I do confefs it; but the Lord; who work- 
eth all things for the beft to them that love him, would 
not there leave me, but did take my dear and beloved 
wife from me; whofe death was a painful crofs to my . 
flefh. 

Alfo I thought myfelf now of late well placed un- 
der my moft loving and mod gentle Mr. Laurence 
Saunders, in the cure of Langhton. But the Lord 
of his great mercy would not fuffer me long there to. 
continue (although for the fmall time I was in his 
vineyard, I was not an idle workman). But he hath: 
provided me, I perceive it, to tafte of a far other 
cup; for by violence hath he yet once again driven me 
out of that pleafing Babylon, that I Ihould not tafte tod 
much of her wanton pleafures, but with hi* moft dearly 
beloved difciples to have my inward rejoicing in the 
crofs of his Son Jefus Chrift; the glory of whofe 
church, I fee it well, ftandeth not in the harmonious 
found of bells and organs, nor yet in the glittering of 
mitres and copes, ne ither in the mining of gilt images 
and lights (as the blind papifts do judge it), but in. 
continual labours and daily afflictions for his name's 
fake. 

Take heed and beware of the leaven of the fcribes 
and of the fadducees; 1 mean the erroneous doctrine 
of the papifts which with their glofles deprave the 
fcriptures. For as the apoftle St. Peter doth teach us; 
There fhall be falfe teachers amongft us, which pri- 
vily fhall bring in damnable fects ; and ne faith, that 
many ihall follow their damnable ways, by Whom the 
way of truth (hall be evil fpoken of, and that through, 
coveiotrfnefs they fhall with feigned words make 
merchandize of us : and Chrift earneftly warneth us^ 
to beware of falfe prophets, which come to us in 
Iheeps clothing, but inwardly they ar- ravenous 
wolves. By their fruits you fhall know them. The 
fruns of the prophets are their doctrine. In this place 
are we chriftians taught, that we fhould try the 
preachers, and others that come under colour to fet 
forth true religion unto us, according to the fay- 
ing of St. Paul, Try all things, hold faft that which 
is good. 

Letter II. To the faithful profeflbrs of Langhton 
on the fame fubject as Letter L 

LETTER III. 

From the Rev. Mr. GEORGE MARSH to fome or 
bis FRIENDS .at MANCHESTER, in LAN- 
CASHIRE; 

GRACE be with you, and peace from God 
the Father, and from our Lord Jefus Ghrift, 
Amen. 

Afier falutations in Chrift to you, with thanks for 
your friendly remembrance of me, dclinrig and wifti- 
ing unto you, not only in my letters, but alfo in my 
daily prayers, fuch confolation in fpirit, and rafls of 
heavenly treafures, that ye may thereby continually 
work in faith, labour in love, perfevere i:i hop;?, a id 
be patient in all your tribulations and perfecutions, 
even unto the end and coming of Chrift; thefe Ihall 
be earneftly to exhort and befeech you 111 Chrilt, as 
ye have received the Lord Jefus, even fo to walk, 
rooted in him, and not to be afraid of any terror of 
your adverfaries, be they ever fo many and mighty, 
and you on the other fide ever fo few and weak : for 
the battle is the Lord's. And as in times paft, God 
was with Abraham, Mofes, Ifaac, David, the Macca- 
bees, and others, and fought for them, and delivered 
all their enemies into their hands, even fo hath he 
promifed to be with us alfo u to the world's end, 
and fo to aflilt, ftrengthen, and help us, that no 
man fliall be able to withstand us. " For as I was 
with 
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with Mofes, fo will I be with thee,"* faith God, < 
" and will never leave thee, nor forfake thee. Be 
ftrong and bold; neither fear nor dread; for the 
Lord thy God is with thee, whitherfoevcr thou 
goeft. Now if God be on our fide, who can be 

**In this our fpiritual warfare is no man overcome, 
unlefs he traitoroufly leave and forfake his captain, 
either cowardly call away his weapons, or willingly 
yield himfelf to his enemies, or fearfully turn his back 
and fly. Be ftrong therefore in the Lord, dear bre- 
thren, and in the power of his might, and put on all 
the armour of God, that ye may be able to ftand fted- 
faft againft the crafty affaults of the devil. 

Now what weapons ye muft fight withal, learn of 
St. Paul, a champion both much excrcifed, and alfo 
moft valiant and invincible. For we muft think none 
other but that the life of man is a perpetual warfare 
upon earth, as the examples of all godly men through- 
out all ages do declare. The valient warrior St. Paul 
being delivered into the hands of the ungodly, and 
that fo many times, and alfo from fo many extreme 
perils and dangers of death, as he himfelf doth wit- 
nefs, is fain to commit himfelf in the end to the rough 
waters of the fea, where he was in great peril and jeo- 
pardy of his own life : yet was God always (to the great 
comfort of. all that hear it) moft ready to comfort and 
fuccour him, and glorioufly delivered him out of all 
his troubles: fo that no man that invaded him, could 
do him any harm : and in the end he was compelled 
to fay, I have finifhed my courfe, the time of my de- 
parting is at hand, I long to be loofed, and to be with 
Chrift, which is the beft of all, moft heartily defiring 
death. 

Let us therefore, knowing Satan's deceits and ran- 
cour, walk the more warily, and take unto us the 
fhield of faith, wherewith we may be able to quench 
and to overcome all the fiery and deadly darts of the 
wicked. Let us take to the helmet of falvation, and 
the fword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, and 
learn to ufe the fame according to the example of our 
grand captain Cbrift. Let us faft and pray continually. 
For this frantic kind of devils goeth not out otherwife, 
as Chrift doth teach us, but by faithful prayer and faft- 
ing, which is true abftinence and fobernefs of living, 
if we ufe the fame according to the doctrine of the 
gofpel and word of God. Fafting is acceptable to 
God, if it be done without hypocrify, that is to fay, 
if we ufe it to this intent, that thereby this mortal 
body may be tamed and brought under the fubjeclion 
of the fpirit : and again, if we faft to this intent, that 
we may fpare wherewith to help and fuccour our poor 
needy brethren. 

. This faft do the chriftians ufe all the days of their 
life, although among the common fort of people re- 
maineth yet ftill that fuperllitious kind of fafting, 
which God fo earneftly reproveth by his prophet 
Ifaiah. For as for true chaftening of the body, and 
abftaining from vice, with fhewing mercy to our 
needy neighbours, we will neither underftand nor hear 
of it, but ftill think with the Jews, that we do God a 
great pleafure when we faft, and that we then faft, 
when we abftain from one thing and fill our bellies with 
another. And verily in this point doth ourfuperftition 
much exceed thefuperftition of the Jews ; for we never 
read that they ever took it for a faft, to abftain from 
flefh, and to eat cither fifh or white-meat, as they call 
it. 

To fafting or prayer muft be joined alms, and 
mercy towards the poor and needy; and that our alms 
may be acceptable unto God, three things are chiefly 
required. 

Firft, that we give with a cheerful and joyful heart : 
for the Lord Loveth a cheerful giver. 

Secondly, That we give liberally, putting afide all 
niggerlincfs, knowing that he that foweth litttle, fhall 
reap little, and he that foweth plenteoufly, fhall reap 
plenteouily. Let every man therefore do according as 
he is able. The pooreft wretch in the world may give as 
great' and acceptable alms in the fight of God, as the 



richeft man in the world can do. The poor widow 
that did offer but two mites, which make a farthing, 
did highly pleafe Chrift ; infomuch that he himfelf 
affirmed, That fhe of her penury had added more to the 
offerings of God, than all the rich men, which of their 
fuperfluity had caft in very much. " For if there be 
firft a willingmind, (as St. Paul faith) it is accepted, ac- 
cording to what a man hath, and not according to 
what a man hath not<" 

Thirdly, We muft give without hypocrify and orien- 
tation, not fceking the praife of men, or our own 
glory or profit. And although the fcriptures in fome 
places make mention of a reward to our alms and 
other good works, yet ought we not to think that we 
do merit or deferveany thing; but rather we ought to 
acknowledge, that God in his mere mercy rewardeth 
in us his own gifts. For what hath he that giveth 
alms, that he hath not received ? He then that giveth to 
a poor man any manner of thing, giveth not of his 
own, but of thofe goods which he hath receivcd< of 
God. " What haft thou," faith the Apoftle, that 
thou haft not received? if thou haft received it, 
why rejoiceft thou, as though thou hadft not re- 
ceived it ?" 

Wherefore, my dear brethren, be ye fervent in the law 
of God, and venture your lives, if need fhall require, for 
the teftamcnt of the fathers, and fo fhall ye receive great 
honour, and an everlafting name. 

Beloved in Chrift, let us not faint becaufe of af- 
fliction, w herewith God tricthall them that are fealed 
unto life everlafting : for the only way into the king- 
dom of God is through much tribulation. For the 
kingdom of heaven (as God teacheth by his prophet 
Efdras) is like a city built and fet upon a broad field, 
and full of all good things, but the entrance thereof 
is narrow, (full of forrow and travail, perils and la- 
bours) like as if there were a fire at the right hand, 
and a deep water at the left ; and as it were one ftraic 
path between them both, fo fmall, that there could 
but one man go there. If this city were now given 
to an heir, and he never went through the perilous 
way, how could he receive his inheritance ? Where- 
fore feeing we are in this narrow and ft rait way, which 
leadeth unto the moft joyful and pleafant city of ever- 
lafting life; let us not ltagger, neither turn back, being 
afraid of the dangerous and perilous way, but follow 
our captain Jefus Chrift in the narrow and ftrait way, 
and be afraid of nothing, no, not even of death itfelf: 
for it is he that muft lead us to our journey's end, and 
open us the door to everlafting life. Confider alfo the 
courfe of this world how many there be which for 
their mailer's fake, or for a little promotion's fake, 
would venture their lives in worldly affairs, as com- 
monly in wars, and yet is their reward but light and 
tranfitory, and our's is unfpeakably great, and ever- 
lafting. Theyfuffer pains to be made lords on earth 
for a fhort feafon : how 'much more ought we to endure 
like pains, yea, peradventure much lefs, to be made 
kings in heaven for evermore? Confider alfo the 
wicked of this world, which for a little pleafure's 
fake, or to be avenged on their enemies will ' fight 
with fword and weapons, and put themfelves in 
danger of imprifonment and hanging. So much as 
virtue is better than vice, and God mightier than the 
devil, fo much ought we to excel them in this our 
fpiritual battle. 

And feeing, brethren, it hath pleafed God to fend 
me, and that moft worthy minifter of Chrift, John 
Bradford, your countryman, in the fore-front of this 
battle, where (for the time) is moft danger, I be- 
feech you all, in the bowels of Chrift, to help us, 
and all our fellow-foldiers Handing in like perilous 
places, with your prayers to God for us, that we may 
quit ourfelves like men in the Lord, and give fome ex- 
ample of boldnefs and conftancy mingled with pati- 
ence in the fear of God, that you and others our bre- 
thren, through our example, may be fo encouraged and 
ftrengthened to follow us, that you alfo may leave ex- 
ample to your weak brethren in the world to follow you. 
Amen. 

I Confider 



[QJVTary.A.D. 1555.] LETTER, Sec. written by the Rev. Mr. GEORGE MARSH. 99 



Confider what I fay ? the Lord give us underftanding 
jn all things. Brethren, the time is fhort ; it remaineth 
that you ufe this world as though ye ufed it not : for the 
faftiion of this world vanifheth away. Be meek and 
long-fuffering, ferve and edify one another, with the 
gift that God hath given you. Beware of ftrange doc- 
trine ; lay afide the old converfation of greedy lufts, and 
walk in a new life. Beware of uncleannefs, covetouf- 
nefs, foolifb talking, falfe doclrine, and drunkennefs: 
rejoice and be thankful towards God, and fubmit your- 
felvcs one to another. Ceafe from fin, fpend no more 
time in vice, be fober and apt to pray, be patient in 
trouble, love each other, and let the glory of God and 
profit of your neighbour be the only mark you flioot at 
in all your doings. And above all things cleave ye faft 
to him, who was delivered to death for our fins, and rofe 
again (or our juftification. To whom with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoft, be all honour and power for ever- 
more. Amen. 

Salute from me in Chrift all others which love us in 
the faith, and at your difcretion make them partakers of 
thefe letters : and pray ye all for me and others in bonds 
for the gofpel, that the fame God (which by grace has 
called us from wicked popery unto true chriftianity, and 
now of love proveth our patience by perfecutionj will 
of his mercy and favour in the end glorioufly deliver us, 
either by death, or by life, to his glory. Amen. At. 
Latlcafter, Auguft 30, 1555. 

By me, an unprofitable fervant of Chrift, 

GEORGE MARSH. 



A PRAYER 

Of the Rev. Mr. GEORGE MARSH, which he ufed 
to fay daily. 

OLord Jefus Chrift, which art the only phyfician 
of wounded consciences, we miferable finners 
trufting in thy gracious goodnefs, do briefly open unto 
thee the evil tree of our hearts : thou thoroughly per- 
ceived as well the inward lufts, doublings, and denying 
thy providence, as thofe grofs dtitward fins which we 
commit openly and daily. Wherefore we befeech thee 
according to the little meafure of our infirmity, although 
we be very unable and unapt to pray, that thou wouldft 
mercifully circumcife bur ftony hearts, arid for thefe old 
hearts create new within us, and replenifh us with a new 
fpirir, and water and moiften us with the juice of hea- 
venly grace, and wells of fpiritual waters, whereby the 
inward venom and noifome juice of the flefti may be 
dried up, and cuftom of the old man changed, and oui 
hearts, always bringing forth thorns and briars to bt 
burned with fire, from henceforth may bear fpiritual 
fruits in righteoufnefs and holinefs, unto life everlafting. 
Amen. 

Beloved, among other cxercifes, I do daily on my 
knees ufe this confeflion of fins, willing and exhorting 
you to do the fame, and daily to acknowledge unfeign- 
edly to God your unbelief, linthankfulnefs, and difobe- 
dience againft him. 
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The LIVES, SUFFERINGS, and MARTYRDOM of Mr. WILLIAM FLOWER, the Rev. Mr. JOHN 
CARDMAKEK, Mr. JOHN SIMSON, Mr. JOHN WARNE, and Mr. JOHN ARDSLEY, under the 
Perfection of the Inhuman BONNER, in the Bloody Reign of MARY 1. . 

L phytic and chirurgery. From thence he removed into 4 

Northamptonihire, where under 3 gentleman he taught 
children to write and read. But departing from thofe 
parts he came to London, and there remained for a cer- 
tain fpace. After that, being defirous to fee his country, 
he returned to Snow-hilJ, where he was born j from 
thence to Brankftrey in EfTex, then to Coxall, where he 
taught children, and coming to Lambeth, near London, 
he hired a houfe, where he and his wife did dwell toge- 
ther : however for the molt part he was always abroad, 
except once or twice in a month, to vifit and fee his 
wife; where he being at home upon Eaftef-Sunday, 
about ten or eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the fame 
day, came over the water from Lambeth into St. Mar- 
garet's church at Weftminfter ; when feeing a prieft, 
named John Cheltam, adminiftering and giving the 
facrament of the altar to the people, and therewith be^ 
ing greatly offended in his confeience with the prieft 
for the fame, did ftrike and wound him upon the head, 
and alfo upon the arm and hand with his wood knife, 
the prieft having the fame time in his hand a chalice, 
with certain confecrated hofts therein, which were 
fprinkled with the blood of the faid prieft. 

Being examined before bifhop Bonner, he confefTed 
he had done wrong, fubmitting himfelf willingly topun- 
iftimenr, when ic ftiould come. Howbeit touching his 
belief in the facrament, and the popifh miniftration, he 
neither would nor did tubmit himfelf. 

Mr. William Flower being apprehended and laid in 
the Gatehoufe at Weftminfter, (where he had given two 
groats the fame day, to the prifoners, faying, he would 
fhortly be with them) having as many irons as he could 
bear, was afterwards fummonfed before biihop Bonner 
, his ordinary, April 19, 1555, where the biftiop, after he 
had fworn him upon a book, (according to his ordinary 
manner) minifterrd articles and interrogatories to him. 
Previous to this the follow ing converfation 100k place 
between Mr. Flower and Mr. Robert Smith, a fellow 
prifoner. 

Q.q A COS 



The HISTORY of Mr. WILLIAM FLOWER, a 
Monk and Prieft, who, for flriking a Popifh Prieft, 
was apprehended, and, firjl having bis Hand cut off, 
■was martyred for his conftant Adherence to the 
Truth. 

-WT ~WT~y ILLIAM FLOWER otherwife named 
^fc / Branch, was born at Snow-hill, in the 

^kf wL/ county of Cambridge, where he went 
V V to fchool fome years, and then came 

to the abbey of Ely ; where, after he had remained a 
while, he was a profeffed monk, according to the order 
and rule of the fame houfe wherein he remained, ufing 
and bearing the habit of a monk, and obferving the 
rules and orders of the fame houfe, until he came to 
twenty-one years of age, or thereabouts ; and before he 
came to that age, and being a profeffed monk, he was 
made a prieft alfo in the fame houfe, and there did cele- 
brate and ftng mafs. After that, by reafon of a vifita- 
tion, and certain injunctions by the authority of Henry 
the eighth, he forfook the fame houfe, and calling from 
him the monk's habit and religion, took upon him and 
ufed the habit of a fecular prieft, and returned to Snow- 
hill, where he was born ; and there he did celebrate and 
ling mafs, and taught children about half a year. 

He then went to Ludgate, in Suffolk, and there 
ferved'as a fecular prieft about a quarter of a year ; from 
thence to Stoniland, where he tarried, and ferved as a 
fecular prieft alfo, until the coming out of the fix arti- 
cles : and then he departed from thence, and went into 
Gloucefterftiire, where after he had made his abode in 
that country a while, at length in Tewkfbury, accord- 
ing to God's holy ordinance, he married a wife, with 
whom he ever after faithfully and honed ly continued; 
and after his marriage, he tarried in Tewkfbury about 
$wo years together, and from thence he went to Broftey 
where he tarried three quarters of a > car, and praclifed 



IOO 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK OF MARTYRS. 



[Q^Mary.A.D.1555.] 



A CONVERSATION between Mr. ROBERT It 
SMITH and Mr. WILLIAM FLOWER, concern- 
ing the Crime with which the latter flood charged, of 
having Jlruck and -wounded a Popifti Prieft, while of- 
ficiating before the ALTAR, at Weftminfter. 

Cx . TTRIEND, forafmuch as I underftand that 
Smttb. £ yQU d{} profefs the gofpe^ and aifo have 

done fo a long feafdn, I am bold to come unto you, and 
in the way of communication to demand and learn a 
truth at your own mouth, of certain things by you 
committed, to the aftonifhment not only of me, but of 
divers others that alfo profefs the truth. 

Flower. I praife God for his great goodnefs in 
fhewing me the light of his holy word j and I give you 
hearty thanks for your vifitation, intending by God's 
grace to declare all the truth that you fhall demand 
lawfully of me, in all things. . ' 

Smith. Then 1 defire you to (hew me the truth of 
your deed, committed on John Cheltam, prieft, in the 
church, as near as you can, that 1 may hear from your 
own mouth how it was. 

Flower. I came from my houfe at Lambeth over the 
water, and entering into St. Margaret's church, and 
there feeing the people falling down before a moft detcft- 
able idol, being moved with extreme zeal for my God, 
whom I faw before my face diftionoured, I drew forth 
my hanger, and ftruck the prieft which miniftered the 
fame unto them; whereupon I was immediately appre- 
hended ; and this is moft true, as the act is manifeft. 

Smith. Did you not know the perfon that you ftruck, 
or was you not zealous upon him for any evil will or 
hatred between you at any time ? 

Flower. No, verily, I never to my knowledge faw the 
perfon before that time, neither had evil will or malice ; 
for if he had not had it, another ftiould, if I had at any 
time come where the like occafion had been miniftered, 
if God had permitted me to do it. 

Smith. Do you think that thing to be well done, and 
after the rule of thegofpel ? 

Flower. I do confefs all flefh to be fubjccT: to the 
power of Almighty God, whom he maketh his minifters 
to do his will and pleafure; as in example, Mofes, Aa- 
ron, Phineas, Jofhua, Zimri, Jehu, Judith, Mattathias, 
with many' others, not only changing decrees, but alfo 
planting zeals to his honour, againft all order and re- 
fpect of flefti and blood. For, as St. Paul faith, " His 
works are paft finding out :" by whofe Spirit I have al- 
fo given my flefh at this prefent unto fuch order, as it 
lhall plcafe the good will of God to appoint, in death, 
which before the act committed I looked for. 

Smith. Think you it convenient for me, or any other, 
to do the like by your example ? 

Flower. No verily, neither do I know if it were to do 
again, whether I could do it again, or no : for I was up 
very early at St. Paul's church upon (Thrift's day in the 
morning, to have done it in my jealoufy : but when 1 
came there, I was no more able to do it, than now to 
undo that which is done ; and yet now being compel- 
led by the Spirit, not only to come over the water, and 
to enter the church, but being in mind fully content 
to die for the Lord, gave over my flefh willingly with- 
out all fear, I praife God. Wherefore I cannot teach 
you to do the like. Firft, Becaufe I know not what is 
in you. Secondly, Becaufe the rules of the gofpel com- 
mand us to fuffcr with patience all wrongs and injury : 
yet neverthelefs, if he makes you worthy, that hath 
made me zealous, you fhall not be hindered, judged, 
nor condemned : for he doth in his people his unfpeak- 
able works in all ages, which no man can comprehend. 
I humbly befeech you to judge the beft of the Spirit, 
and condemn not God's doings: for I cannot exprefs 
with my mouth, the great mercies that God hath fhewed 
on tnc in this thing, which I repent not. 

Smith. Are you not affured to have death miniftered 
unto you for the fame act committed, and even with ex- 
tremity ? 

Flower. 1 did, before the deed committed, adjudge 
my body to die for the fame : whereupon I carried about 
me in writing, my opinion of God and the holy fcrip- 



turcsj that if it had pleafed God to have given them 
leave to have killed my body in the church, they might 
in the faid writing have fecn my hope, which, (I praife 
God) is laid up I'afe within my brcaft, notwithstanding 
any death that may be miniftered .upon my body in this 
w orld ; being afcertained of everlafting life through 
Jefus Chrifl our Lord, and being moft heartily forry for 
all my offences committed in this flefh, and trufting 
fhordy, through his mercy, to ccafe from the fame. 

Smith. I need not examine or commune with you 
of the hope that you have any further : for I perceive 
(God bepraifed) you are in good ftate, and therefore I 
befeeeh God, for his mercies, fpread his wings over 
you, that, as for his love you have been zealous, even to 
the lofs of this life, fo he may give you his Holy Spirit 
to conduct you out of this world into a better life, which 
I think will be fbbrtly. 

Flower. I hunger for the fame, dear friend, being 
fully afcertained that they can kill but the body, which 
1 am allured fhall receive life again everlafting, and fee 
no more death; intirely defiring you and all that fear 
the Lord, to pray with me to Almighty God, toper- 
form the fame in me fhortly. — And thus Robert Smith 
departed, leaving him in the dungeon, and went again 
to his ward. And this is the truih, as near as the faid 
Smith could report it. 

Now to return again to the matter of his examina- 
tion. We fhewed before, how this William Flower, 
after his ft riking the prieft, firft was laid in the Gate- 
houfe : then, being examined before bifhop Bonner, 
had articles miniftered againft him, the copy w hereof 
hercfolloweth. 

ARTICLES exhibited ly Bifhop HONKER, againft 
Mr. WlLLi AM FLOWER, late of LAMBETH, 
in the County fffSURRY. 
i. r TPHAT thou being of lawful age and difcretion, 
A at the lealt feventeen \eafs old, waft a pro- 
fefled monk in the laic abbey of Ely, wherein after thy 
profeflion thou rcmainedft until the age of twenty-one 
years, ufing all the mean time the habit and religion of 
the fame houfe, and waft reputed and taken notoriouf- 
ly for fuch a perfon. 

2- That thou waft ordained and made prieft, accoTO- 
ing to the laudable cuftom of the catholic church, and 
afterwards thou didft execute and rninifter as a prieft, 
and waft commonly reputed, named, and taken for a 
prieft. 

3. That after the premifes, thou, forgetting God> 
thy confeience, honefty, and the laudable order of the 
catholic church, didft, contrary to thy profeflion and 
vow, take, as unto thy wife, one woman, commonly 
calledA'ice Pulton, in the parifh church of Tewkfbury, 
in the diocefe of Gloucefter, with whom thou hadft mu- 
tual cohabitation, as man and wife, and had by her two 
children. 

4. That thou being a religious man and a prieft, 
didft, contrary to the order of the ecclefiaftical laws, 
take upon thee to practife in divers places within the di- 
ocefe of London, phyfic and chirurgcry, when thou 
waft not admitted expert nor learned. 

5. That upon Eafter-duy laft paft, that is to wit, 
the 14th of April, within the parifh church of St. 
Margaret's, at Weftminlier, within the counry of Mid- 
dlefex, and diocefe of London, thou didft malicicufly, 
outrageoufly, and violently pull out thy wood-knife or 
hanger. And whereas the prieft and rninifter there, 
called John Cheltham, was executing his cure and 
charge, efpecially in doing his fcrvice,' and adminifter- 
ing the facrament of the altar to communicants, then 
didft thou wickedly and abominably finite with thy faid 
weapon, the faid Prieft, firft upon the head, and after- 
wards upon his hands or other parts of his body, draw- 
ing blcoJ abundantly from him ; the faid prieft then 
holding the faid facrament in his hand, and giving no 
occafion why thou ftiouluft fo hurt him; the people be- 
ing grievoufly offended therewith, and the faid church 
polluted thereby, fo that the inhabitants were compelled 
to repair to another c I urch to communicate, and receive 
the faid facrament. 

6. That 
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6. That by reafon of the premifes, thou waft and 
art by the ecclefiaftical laws of the church, amongft cither 
penalties, excommunicated and accurfed in very deed; 
and not to be accompanied withal, neither in the church 
norelfewhcre, but in fpecial cafes. 

7. That thou, concerning the truth of Chrirt's natural 
body and blood in the facrament of the altar, halt been 
by the fpace of one or more years, and yet art a't this 
prefent, of this opinion, that in the facrament of the al- 
tar, after the words of confecration, there is not really, 
truly, and in very deed, contained (Under the form of 
bread) the very true and natural body of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. 

8. That thou for the hatred and difdain that thou 
hadft and didft bear againft the laid facrament, and a- 
gainfl the faid prieft adminiftering the fame, didft finite 
and hurt him in manner before declared. 

9. That thou art alfo, by the order of the eccleflafti- 
cal laws of the church, to be reputed, taken, arid adjudg- 
ed a very heretic, and to be punilhed by and with the 
pains due for herefy, by reafon of the faid herefy and 
damnable opinion. 

*o. That all the premifes be true, manifeft, notori- 
ous, and famous, and that upon the fame, and every part 
thereof, there vvas and is within the faid parilh of St. 
Margaret's, and other places thereabouts,' a public voice 
and feme. 

WILLIAM FLOWER'S An/wers. 

TO the ftrft article he anfwereth and confeffeth the 
fame to be true in every part thereof, except that 
he faith and confeffeth that he never corifented and 
agreed in his heart to be a monk. 

To the fecond article he anfwereth and confeffeth the 
fame to be true in every part thereof. Hdwbeit he 
faith, that he never did, nor yet doth efteem the faid 
order of priefthood according to the order of the faid 
catholic church, becaufe he was offended therewith in 
his confeience. 

To the third article he anfwereth arid confeffeth, 
That he intended to live in holy matrimony, and not 
forgetting God did marry with the faid Alice Pultbh 
named in this article, wherein he believed that he did 
well, and according to God's laws. Further, conferring 
andfeelieving, that all the time when he was a profeffed 
monk, and made prieft, he did thereby utterly forget 
God : but when he did fo marry the faid Alice Pulton, 
and in continuing- with her did beget three children, he 
did remember God, as he faith, and believeth that he 
did then lawfully. 

To the fourth article he anfwereth and believeth the 
fame to be true in every part thereof. 

To the fifth article he anfwereth and confeffeth, That 
his confeience being greatly offended with the faid John 
Cheltam, prieft, for adminiftering the facrament of the 
altar to the people at the place and time fpecified in 
this article, he did fo fmite and ftrikc the fame prieft 
with his hanger or wood-knife, as well upon his head, as 
upon other parts and places of his body, which he rc- 
membereth not, whereby the blood ran out, and was 
Ihed in the faid church, as he believeth, having, as he 
faith, none other caufe or matter fo to do, but only that 
his confeience was offended and grieved, in that the fame 
prieft did fo give and adminifter the faid facrament to 
the people : which people he believed was greatly abafli- 
ed and offended with this faid acl and doing, and were 
compelled to go out of the church, and to repair to an- 
other to receive the faid facrament. And further, be- 
ing then demanded and examined, whether he intended 
to have killed the faid prieft, or not ; he faid he would 
not anfwer thereunto. • And being further examined, 
whether he did well or evil in ftriking the faid prieft, he 
Would make no anfwer thereunto. 

To the fixth he anfwereth, That whether he be fo ex. 
communicated or accurfed, as is contained in this article, 
he refcrreth himfelf to the ccclciiaftical laws. 

To the feventh he anfwereth, That by the fpacc of 
26 years now paft, he hath always been, and >et is of this 
opinion touching the faid facrament of the altar, as fol- 
lowethi that in the facrament of the altar, after the 
words of confecration, there is not really, truly, and in 



very deed, contained, under form of bread, the very true 
and natural body of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

To the eighth he anfwereth and believeth the fame to 
be true in every part thereof. 

To the ninth he anfwereth, and herein he refcrreth! 
himfelf to the laid laws, cuftorn, and ordinance fpeci- 
fied in this article, that is to fay, the canonical laws. 

To the laft he anfwereth and believeth, That thofe' 
things before by him confeffed be true, and thofe which 
he haih denied be untrue ; and that the faid common 
voice and fame hath and doth only labour and go upon 
thole thiugs by him before confeffed. 

By mc WILLIAM FLOWER. 

After the depdfitions of certain witneffes were taken, 
the faid bifhop fpake 10 William Flower, and afkcci 
him, if he knew any matter or caufe why lenience 
fliould not be read, and he to be pronounced as an he- 
retic. Whereunto he anfwered, I have nothing at all 
to fay, for I have already faid unto )ou all that I have 
to fay; and what I have faid, I. will not go from: and 
therefore do what you will. Which when he had fpo- 
ken, the bifhop proceeded to the feriterice; condemning 
and excommunicating him for an heretic, and after pro r 
nounced him alfbto be degraded, and fo committed hirn 
to the fecular power. Upon the 24th.day of the afore- 
faid month of April, which was St. Mark's eve, he was 
brought to the place of martyrdom, which was in St. 
Margaret's church-yard at Weftminfter, where the fact 
was committed. 

Mr. Cholmeley how came 1 to him, defiring him to" 
recant his herefy, whereby he might do good arid not be 
damned ; to which Flower anfwered, Sir, I befeech you 
• for God's fake to be contented : for what I have faid, I 
have faid, and I have been of this faith from the begin- 
ning ; arid I truft to the living God he will give me his 
holy Spirit to continue to the end; 

This done, firft his haind being held up againft the 
ftake, was ftruck off, his left hand being fattened behind 
him. At which he in no part of his body did fh'rink, 
but once a little he ftirrcd his fhouldcrs. When fire 
w,as fet unto hirn, fie cried with a loud voice, O thou 
Son of God have mercy upon me, and receive my foul, 
three times, lifting up, notwithftanding, his ftump w;t!i 
his other arm as long as he could. 

May 3, 1555, a letter was fent to George Colt and 
Thomas Daniel, to make fearch for and apprehend John 
Bernard and John Walfh, who ufed to repair to Sud- 
bury, and carrying about with' rhctn the bones' of Pygot 
that was burned, flicwed them to the people, perfuading 
them to be confta'nt in his religion ; and upon examina- 
tion to corh'mit them to further ordering, according to 

This day Stephen Appes was committed to the Little 
Eafein the Tower, there to remain two' or three days till 
further examination'. 

The 12th day, Mr. Thomas Rofs, preacher, was by 
the council's letters delivered from the Tower to the 
fheriff of Norfolk, to be conveyed to the bifhop of Nor- 
wich; and he either to reduce hirn td recant, or elfe pro- 
ceed againft him according to the law. 

The' 16th, a letter was fent to the lord treafurer, fig- 
nifyirig what the lord-lieutenant had done for Rofs ; and 
as for Appcs, whom the lieutenant of the Tower report- 
cth to be mad, his lordlhip perceiving the fame to be 
true, fhould commit him to Bedlam, there to remain 
till their further order. 

The MARTYRDOM of Mr. JOHN CARDMAKER, 
and Mr. JOHN WARNE, May 30, 1555. 

MR. Cafdmakcf was firft an bbfervarit friar before 
the diffohition of the abbeys; afterwards was a 
married minillcr, and in king Edward's time appointed 
to be a reader in St. Pjui's, where the papifts were fo 
enraged againft him for his doctrine's fake, that in his 
reading they cut and mangled his gown with their 
knives. Mr. Cirdmakcr being apprehended in the be- 
ginning of queen Mary's reign, with Mr. Barlow, bifhop 
of Bath, was brought to London and put in the Fleet 
priforn, king Edward's laws being vet in force. But 
Kr ' after 
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after the parliament was ended, in which the pope was 
again admitted as fupreme head of the church, and the 
biihops had alfo gotten power and authority, officially, 
to exercife their tyranny, thefe two were brought before 
the bifhop of Winchcfter, lord chancellor, and others 
appointed by commiflion (as before mentioned) to exa- 
mine the faith of fuch as were then prifoners ,• and as 
unto others before, fo now unto them the chancellor 
offered the queen's mercy, if they would agree, and be 
Conformable, &c. 

To this they both made fuch an anfwer, as the chan- 
cellor with his fellow commiflfioners allowed them for 
catholics . Cardmaker was conveyed to the Compter 
in Bread- ftreet, the bifhop of* London procuring it to 
be publiftied, that he fhould fliortly be delivered, after 
he had fubferibed to tranfubftantiation and certain other 
articles. 

ARTICLES againft JOHN CARDMAKER. 
1. T Edmund, bifliop of London, object againft thee 
A John Taylor, alias Cardmaker, that thou waft 
and art of the city and diocefe of London, and fo of the 
jurifdiction of me Edmund, bifhop of London. 

2. letm, That thou in times pad didft profefs the 
rule of St. Francis, and didft by vow promife to keep 
poverty, chaftity, and obedience. 

3. Item, that thou in times pad did receive all the 
orders of the church then ufed. 

4. Item, That thou after thy faid entry into religion 
and profeffion, didft take to wife a widow, and with 
her haft carnal copulation, breaking thereby thy vow 
and order, and alfo the ordinance of the church. 

5. Item, That thou haft believed and taught, and fo 
dolt believe, that in the facrament of the altar, under 
the vifible figns there, (hread and wine) there is reallv 
and truly the true and very natural body and blood of 
bur Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

6. Item, That the belief. of the catholic church is, 
that in having the body and blood of Chrift really and 
truly contained in the facrament of the altar, is to have 
(by the omnipotent power of God) the body and blood 
of Chrift invifibly and really prefent under the faid fa- 
crament, and not to make thereby a new God, or a new 
Chrift, or a new body of Chrift. 

7. Item, That it may ftand well together, and fo is 
the faith of the catholic church, that the body of Chrift 
is vifibly and truly afcended into heaven, and there is in 
the vifible form of his humanity ; and yet the fame body 
in fubftance is invifibly and truly contained in the faid 
facrament of the altar. 

8. Item, That Chrift at his laft fupper taking bread 
into his hands, bleffing it, breaking it, giving it to his 
apoftles, and faying, Take, eat, this is my body ; did 
inftitute a facrament there, willing that his body really 
and truly fhould be contained in the faid facrament, no 
fubftance of bread and wine there remaining, but only 
the accidents thereof. 

Mr. CARDMAKER's ANSWERS. 

TO the firft article he anfwereth, and confefieth the 
fame to be true in every part thereof. 
To the fecond article he anfwereth and confeiTeth, 
That he being under age, did profefs the faid order 
and religion,and afterwards by the authority of king Hen- 
ry VUl. he was difpenfed with for the fame religion. 

To the third he anfwereth, and confeiTeth the fame to 
be true in every part thereof. 

To the fourth he anfwereth and confefleth the firft 
part thereof to be true s and to the fecond part of the 
fame article he anfwereth, that in marriage he brake no 
vow becaufe he was fet at liberty to marry, both by the 
laws of this realm, and alfo by the laws and ordinances 
of the church of the fame. 

To the fifth he anfwereth and confefleth, That he 
hath believed and taught as it is contained in this article, 
but he doth not now fo believe or teach. 

To the fixth he anfwereth, That he doth not believe 
. the fame to be true in any part thereof. 

To the feventh he anfwereth, That he doth not be- 
lieve the fame to be true in any part thereof. 
To the eighth he anfwereth and doth believe, that it 



is true, that is to fay, that Chrift taking bread at his 
laft fupper into his hands, bleffing it, breaking it, giv- 
ing it to his difciples, and faying, Take, eat, this is my 
body, did inftitute a facrament there. And to the 
other part of this article, namely, Willing that his 
body really and truly ftiould be contained in the faid 
facrament, no fubftance of bread and wine there re- 
maining, but only the accidents thereof, he anfwereth, 
that he doth not believe the fame to be true. 

Bv me 

JOHN CARDMAKER. 

The next day Mr. Cardmaker did exhibit unto the 
bifhop the following fchedule : 

" Where in my anfwers to your articles I deny the 
prefence of Chrift in the facrament, I mean not his fa- 
cramcntal prefence, for that I confefs, but my denial 
is of bis carnal prefence in the fame. But yet further, 
becaufe this word is oftentimes taken by the holy fa- 
thers, not only for bread and wine, but alfo for the 
whole adminiltration and receiving of the fame accord- 
ing to Chrift's inftitution: fo I fay, that Chrift is pre- 
fent fpiritually too, and in all them which worthily re- 
ceive the facrament: fo that my denial is ftill of the 
real, carnal, and corporal prefence in the fqcramenr, 
and not of the facramental nor fpiritual prefence. This 
I have thought good to add to my former anfwer, be- 
caufe no manftionld mifunderftand it." 

ARTICLES ohjeBed againft JOHN WARNE, Uphol- 
fterer, of the Parifti of Si. JOHN, in WALBROOK- 
"CMRST, That thou John Warne, being aged 29, of 
JT the pari fh of St. John of Walbrook, in London, 
haft believed, and doft believe firmly and ftedfaftiy, 
that in the facrament of the altar there is not the very, 
true and natural body of our Saviour Chrift in fub- 
ftance, under the forms of bread and wine. 

. Item, That thou haft believed, and doft believe, 
that after the words of confecration lpokcn by the- 
prieft, there is not the body of Chrift; but that there' 
doth only remain the fubftance of material bread, as it 
is before thp confecration. 

Item, That thou haft faid and doft believe, that if 
the catholic church do believe and teach, that there 
is in the mafs now ufed in' England,- and in other 
places of Chriftendom, a facrifice c ontaining the body 
and blood of Chrift really and truly; then that belief 
and faith of the church is naught. 

Item, That thou haft faid, that about a twelvemonth 
ago and more, a rough fpaniel of thine was fhorn on the 
head, and had a crown like a prieft made on the fame, 
thou didft laugh at it, and like it, though thou didft it 
not thyfelf, nor kneweft who did it. 

Item, That thou neitherthis Lent laft pafl-, nor atany 
time fincc the queen's majefty's reign, haft come into 
the church, or heard mafs, or been confeffed, or re- 
ceived the facrament of the altar; and haft faid that 
thou art not forry that thou haft fo done, but that, thou 
art glad, becaufe thou haft not therewith defiled, thy 
confeience. 

Upon all which articles John Warne being exami- 
ned by the faid bifliop Bonner, in the prefence of divers 
witnefies. May 23, 1555, did confefs and believe the 
fame, and fubferibe hereunto his name with his own 

By me, JOHN WARNE. 

It was alfo obje&ed by the aforefaid bifliop, 
Item, That thou John Warne waft in time paft here 
in the city of London, accufed in Guildhall of he- 
rcfy againft the facrament of the altar, according to the 
order of the laws of this realm of England in. the time 
of king Henry VIII. and when alderman Barnes was 
then flieriff, and the Thurfday after that Anne Afkfw 
was burnt in Smithfield ; and thereupon thou, waft 
fent a prifoner to Newgate, to whom Edmund bi- 
fliop of London, did repair with his chaplains, to in- 
ftruct thee in the true, faith of Chrift, touching the 
faid facrament of the altar, and to bring. thep from ihy 
error, which was, that, in the facrament of the, altar 
there is not, the, body of Chrift, nor any corporal pre- 
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fence of Chrift's body and .blood, tinder the forms of < 
bread and wine ; but that in the faid facrament there is < 
only material brea.d and wine, without any fubftance of 1 
Chrift's. body and blood at all : and becaufe thou < 
uouldft not leave and forfake thy faid hercfy therein, 1 
but perfift and abide obftinatcly and wilfully therein, 1 
thou wert, according to the faid laws condemned to j i 
death and to be burnt ; and thereupon fuit being made j < 
for thee to the king and others in the court, thou hndft j 1 
a pardon of king Henry VIII. and thereby didft fave ! 1 
chy life. 1 
Neverthelefs, in thy heart, confeience, and mind, thou 1 
didft both then, and alfo afore believe no otherwife than 
at this prefent thou doft believe; that is to fay, that in 
the facramcnt of the altar there is neither the very true 
body or blood of Chrift, nor any other fubftance but 
the fubftance of material bread and wine; and to receive 
the faid material bread and wine, and to break it, and to 
diftribute it among the people, only is the true receiving 
of Chrift's body, and no otherwife: fo that thy faith and 
belief is, that in the faid facrament there is no fubftance 
of Chrift's material body and blood ; but all the thing 
that is there is material bread, and the receiving of 
it as before ; and that the fubftance of the natural 
and true body of Chrift, born of the virgin Mary, is 
only in heaven and not in the facramcnt of the alfar. In 
which thine opinion thou haft ever hitherto fince conti- 
nued, and fo doft continue at this prefent, thou confcfT- 
ing all this to be true, and in witnefs thereof fubferibe- 
ing thy name thereunto, as followeth. 

By me, JOHN WARNE. 

John Warnc being examined upon the aforefaid arti- 
cles by the biftiop before certain witnefles, whofe names 
■were John Rofwell, John Heywood, and Robert Ravens, 
the 23d of May, did anfwer for the fame, confefling and 
granting the articles and contents thereof to be true, ac- 
cording as they were objedled in every part, fubferibing 
alfo the fame with his hand. Such ftrength and forti- 
tude God's Holy Spirit wrought in him, to Hand ftoutly 
and confidently to the defence of the fincere doctrine of 
his Son. 

Wheraupon the bifhop exhorting him with many 
words to leave his herefies, (as he called them) and to 
return to the bofom of his mother the holy church, 
commanded him to appear again the next day, being the 
24th of May. 

Who fo doing (and anfwering as he did before) was 
ordered to come thither again in the afternoon, and fo he 
did : at which time he was earneftly exhorted by the 
faid biftiop to recant his opinions. To whom he an- 
fwered, that he would not depart from his received pro- 
feflion, unlefs he were thereunto thoroughly perfuaded 
by the holy fcriptures. 

Upon which anfwer he was ordered to come again 
the next day, being the 25 th of May, at one of the clock 
in the afternoon. At which day and hour the biftiop 
examined him again upon all his former articles object- 
ed, to which he, molt conftantly adhered with this fur- 
ther anfwer added thereunto : I am perfuaded (faid he) 
that I am in the right opinion, and I fee no caufe to re- 
cant ; for all the filthinefs and idolatry is in the church 
of Rome. 

The biftiop then feeing that notwithftanding all his. 
fair promifes and terrible threatnings, (whereof he ufed 
many) he could not prevail ; finifhed this examination 
with the definitive fentence of condemnation pronoun- j 
ced againft the faid John Warne, and charged the (he- j 
riffs of London with him, under whofe cultody he re- I 
mained in the prifon of Newgate, until the 30th day of j 
May. 

Which day being appointed for their execution, John i 
Cardmaker, and the faid John Warne, were brought by j 
the ftierifts to the place where they ftiould fuffer ; who 
being come to the ftake, firft the ftierifts called Mr. 
Cardmaker afide, and talked with him fecretly, during 
which time Mr. Warne had faid his prayefs, was chain- 
ed to the ftake, and had wood and reeds fet about him, 
while Mr. Cardmaker was talking with the ftierifts. 

The people M ho had before heard that Mr. Cardmak- 



er would recant, arid beholding this, were greatly afflict- 
ed, thinking indeed that Mr. Cardmaker would now 
recant at the burning of Mr. Warne. At length Mr. 
Cardmaker departed from the ftierifts, and came to- 
wards the flake, and (in his garrherirs as he was) 
kneeled down and made a long prayer in filencc to hini- 
felf. His prayers being ended, he rofe up, put off his 
clothes unto his fliirt, and went with a bold courage 
unto the ftake, and killed it : and taking Mr. Warne by 
the hand, he heartily comforted him, and cheerfully gave 
himfelf to be bound to the ftake. The people feeing 
this fo fuddenly done, contrary to their fearful expecta- 
tion, as men delivered Out of a great doubt, cried out 
for joy, faying, God be praifed, the Lord ftrengthen 
thee, Cardmaker, the Lord Jefus receive thy fpirit. 
And this continued while the executioner put fire to 
them, and both patted through the fire to the bleffed reft 
and peace among God's holy faints and martyrs, to enjoy 
the crown of triumph and victory prepared tor the elect 
foldiers and warriors of Chrift Jefus in his bleffed king- 
dom. 

Ibe MARTYRDOM of JOHN SIMSON and JOHN - 
ARDELEY, of the Parifti of W1GBOROW-THE- 
GREAT, in ESSEX. 
JOHN SIMSON and JOHN ARDELEY were con- 
J demncd for the fame caufe and on the fame day 
with Mr. Cardmaker and John Warne, which was the 
25th clay of May. But before we come to the ftory of 
them, firft here is fo be noted the copy of the king and 
queen's letter directed from the court the fame day, and 
fent by a poft early in the morning to biftiop Bonner, 
in tenor and form as followeth. 

" Right reverend father in God, right trufty and well 
beloved, wc greet you well. And where of late we ad- 
dreffed our letters to the juftice of peace within every of 
the counties of this our realm, whereby amongft other 
inftrudtions given them for the good order and quiet go- 
vernment of the country round about them, they are wil- 
led to have a fpecial regard unto fuch di (ordered perfons 
as (forgetting their duties towards God and us) do lean 
to any erroneous and heretical opinions, refufing to lhew 
thcmfelves conformable to the catholic religion of 
Chrift's church ; wherein if they cannot by good admo- 
nitions and fair means reform them, they are willed to 
deliver them to the ordinary, to be by him charitably 
travelled withal, and removed (if it may be) from their 
naughty opinions, or elfe, if they continue obftinate, to 
be ordered according to the laws provided in that behalf: 
underftanding now, to our no little marvel, that divers 
of the faid difordered perfons, being by the juftices of 
the peace, for their contempt and obftinacy, brought to 
the ordinaries to be ufed as aforefaid, are either refufed 
to be received at their hands, or if they be received, are 
neither fo travelled with, as chriftian charity requireth, 
nor yet proceeded withal according to the order of juf- 
tice, but are fuffered to continue in their errors, to the 
difhonour of Almighty God, and dangerous example of 
others ; we have thought convenient both to fignify our, 
knowledge, and therewith alfo toadmonifti you that when 
any fuch offenders (hall be by the faid officers or juftices 
of the peace brought unto you, you to ufe your good 
wifdom and difcretion in procuring to remove them, 
from their errors, if it may be, or elfe in proceeding 
againft them (if they ftiall continue obftinate) according 
to the order of the laws. Given under our fignet at our 
manor of Hanlpton-court, the 24th of May, the firft 
; and fecond years of our reign." 

j This letter coming from the court to the bifhop, made 
I him the more earneft and hafty to the condemnation, as 
j well of others, as of thefe men, of whom wc are now 
• treating, namely, Mr. John Siinfon and Mr. John Ar- 
i deley ; who being both of one country, of one town, 
j and of one trade, that is, being both hufbandmen in the 
town of Wigborow in Elfex, and almolt of one age, 
Simfon 34, the other 30, they were brought up both 
together by the undcr-fheriff of Effex, before Bonner, 
biftiop of London, upon the accufation of herefy, as in 
that time it was called. 

Here followeth the articles objected againft them, 
with their anfwers, taken out of the bifhop's rcgifters. 
S f ARTICLES 
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ART1CLFS abutted by Bishop BONNER, again/i 
JOHN SIMSON and JOHN ARDELEY, Huf- 
bandmen, at FULHAM. 

l.'X'HAT thou John Simfon (or John Ardeley) 
JL hufbandman, of the age of 34 years or there- 
abouts, waft and art of the parifh of Great-Wigborow, 
■within the diocefe of London, and thou haft not believ- 
ed, nor doft believe, that there is here on earth one ca- 
tholic and univerfal whole church, which doth hold and 
believe all the faith and religion of Chrift, and all the 
heceffary articles and facraments of the fame. 

2. Item, That thou haft not believed, nor doft be- 
lieve, that thou art neceffarily boundcn, under the pain 
of damnation of thy foul, to give full faith and credence 
unto the faid catholic and univerfal church, and to the 
religion of the fame, in all neceffary points of the faid 
faith and religion, without wavering or doubting in the 
faid faith or religion, or in any part thereof. 

3. Item, That thou halt not believed, nor doft believe 
that that faith and religion, which both the church of 
Rome, Italy, Spain, England, France, Ireland, Scot- 
land, and all other churches in Europe, being the mem- 
bers and parts of the faid catholic and univerfal church, 
do believe and teach, is both agreeing with the faid ca- 
tholic and univerfal church, and the faith and religion o'f 
Chrift, and alfo is the very true faith and religion which 
all chriflian people ought to believe, obferve, follow, 
and keep ; but to the contrary, thou haft believed, and 
doft believe, that that faith and religion, which the faid 
church of Rome, and all the other churches aforefaid 
have hitherto believed, and do now believe, is falfe, er- 
roneous, and naught, and in no wife ought to be believ- 
ed, obferved, kept, and followed by any chriftian man. 

4. Item, That albeit it be true, that in the facrament 
of the altar there is in fubftance the very body and blood 
of Chrift under the forms of bread and wine, and albeit 
that it be fo believed, taught, and preached undoubted- 
ly in the faid church of Rome, and all other the churches 
aforefaid, yet thou haft not fo believed, nor doft fo be- 
lieve ; but contrariwife, thou haft and doft believe firm- 
ly and ftedfaftly, that there is not in the faid facrament 
of the altar, under the faid forms of bread and wine, 
, the very fubftance of Chrift's body and blood, but that 
there is only the fubftance of material and common bread 
and. wine, with the forms thereof 5 and that the faid mz- 
-terial and common bread and wine, are only the figns 
and tokens of Chrift's body and blood, and by faith to 
bereceived, only for a remembrance of Chrift's paffion 
and death, without any fuch fubftance of Chrift's body 
and blood at all. 

. 5. Item, That thou haft believed and taught, and 
thou haft openly fpoken, and to thy power maintained 
and defended, and fo dolt believe, think, maintain, and 
defend, that the very true receiving and eating of Chriu's 
body and blood, is only to take material and common 
bread, and to break it, and to diftribute it amongft 
the people, remembering thereby the paffion and death 
sof Chrift only. 

6. Item, That thou haft likewife believed, taught, 
and fpoken, that the mafs now ufed in this realm of 
England and other the churches aforefaid, is abomina- 
ble and naught, and full of idolatry, and is of the ordi- 
nance of the pope, and not of the inftitution of Chrift, 
and hath no goodnefs in it, faving the Glory in the 
higheft, and the epiftle and the gofpel: and that there- 
fore thou haft not, and wilt not come to be prefent at 
the mafs, nor receive the facrament of the altar, or any 
other facrament of the church, as they are now ufed in 
this realm of England, and other the churches afore- 
faid. 

7. Item, That thou haft in time paft believed pre- 
cifely, and obftinatcly affirmed and faid, and fo doft 
now believe and think, that auricular confeffion is not 
needful to be made unto theprieft, but it is a thing fu- 
.perfluous and vain, and ought only to be made to God, 
and to none other perfon : and likewife thou haft con- 
demned as fupcrfiuous, vain, and unprofitable, all the 
ceremonies of the church and the fervice of the fame, 
and haft faid, that no fervice in the church ought to be 



faid but in the Englifh tongue, and if it Be qtherwife 
faid, it is unlawful and naught. 

JOHN SIMSON and JOHN ARDELEY's AN- 
SWERS to the aforefaid ARTXLES. 

TO the firft, they believe, that here on earth there is 
one catholic and univerfal holy church, which 
doth hold and believe as is contained in the firft article, 
and that this church is difperftd and fcattered abroad 
throughout the whole world. 

To the fecond, they believe, that they be bound to 
give faith and credence unto it, as is contained in the 
fecond article. 

To the third, as concerning the faith and religion of 
the church of Rome, of Italy, Spain, France, Ireland, 
Scotland, and other churches in Europe, they fay, they 
have nothing to do with that faith and religion: but as 
concerning the faith and religion of England, that if the 
faid church of England be ruled and governed by the 
word of life, then the church of England hath the faith 
and religion of the catholic church, and not otherwife: 
and do fay alfo, that if the church of England were 
ruled by the word of life, it would not go about to con- 
demn them and others of this herefy. 

To the fourth they anfwer, that in the facrament, 
commonly called the facrament of the altar, there is 
very bread and very wine, not altered nor changed irt 
fubftance in any wife, and- that h£ .receiveth the faid 
bread and wine, doth fpiritually and by faith only, re- 
ceive the body and blood of Chrift, but not the very 
natural body and blood of Chrift in fubftance under the 
forms of bread and wine. 

To the fifth they fay, they have anfwered, in anfwer- 
ing to the faid. fourth article, and yet neverthclcfs they 
fay, that they have believed, and do believe, that in 
the facrament of the altar there is hot the very fubftance 
of Chrift's body and blood, but pnjy.the fubftance of. 
the natural bread and wine. 

To the fixth they fay, that they, believe, that the mafs 
is, of the pope, and not of Chrift ; and therefore it is not 
good, nor having in it any goodnefs, faving the Glory 
in the higheft, the epiftle and gofpel, the creed, and the 
Lord's Prayer; and for this caufe ihey fay they have not, 
nor will they come and hear rnafs. 

To the feventh John Ardeley anfwereth and faith, 
That he believeth the contents of the fame to be true;' 
but John Simfon doth anfwer, that he is not as yet fully 
refolved with himfelf, what anfwer to make thereunto ; 
and further, that as touching the common and daily 
fervice faid and .ufed in the church, he faith that he ne- 
ver faid that fervice in the church ought to be faid but 
in the Englifh tongue ; neither did he ever fay, that if it 
be otherwife faid and ufed than in .Englifh, it js unlaw- 
ful and naught. 

JOHN ARDELEY and JOHN SIMSON. 

The biflipp, according to his ufual manner, refpitcd 
them to the afternoon, between the hours of twp and 
three. At which time repeating the articles, and be- 
ginning with John Ardeley, he urged and folicited him 
to recant, but in vain. After this he read the fentence 
of condemnation againft him, and alfo againft John. 

_ Simfon, ftanding likewife in the fame caufe and con- 

" ftancy with John Ardeley. 

Now John Simfon and John Ardeley being delivered 
to the fheriffs May 25 th, they were ftiortly after fent 
down from London to Effex, where they were both put 
to death in one day, but not in the fame place ; for John 
Simfon fuffcred at Rochford, and John Ardeley at Rai- 
ley. 

The commiflioners charged them with ftubbornnefs 
and vain-glory, unto whom they anfwered in defence of 
j their own fimplicity, that they were content willingly to 
! yield to the queen all their goods and lands, that they 
! might be fuffered to live under her, in keeping their 
j confeience free from all idolatry and popery. Yet this 
) could not be granted, although they had offered all to 
j their heart's blood; fo greedy and thirfty are the pnfe- 
cutors of chriftian blood. 

• CHAP. 
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the ridiculous Proceeding 0/ Bifhop BONNER, againft 
JOHN TOOLY, whofe Body being taken out of his 
Grave, was given to the fecular Power, and fo burned 
for an Heretic. 

ABOUT the fame time of trie burning of John 
Simfon and John Ardeley, in the beginning of 
the month of June, fell out a folemn procefs, and much 
ado was made about the pope's fpirituality, againft 
John Tooly in a cafe of herefy. The ftory is this : 
There was about the time that the Spaniards began firft 
to make a ilir in England, one John Tooley, a citizen 
and poulterer in London, who confpired with others 
of this fociety, to rob a Spaniard at St. James's: and 
altho' the deed was heinous and wicked of itfelf, yet 
was it aggravated and rriade greater than it was by 
othersj being committed againft fuch a perfon, and 
againft fuch a country, which both the queen and her 
whole court did highly favour. The robbery being 
known, and brought into judgment, Tooly was found 
guilty, and adjudged to be hanged, whereas notwith- 
standing in this realm there are many more thefts com- 
mitted than thieves executed. 

The aforefaid Tooley being led to the- gallows, 
(which ftood near Charing-Crois) a little before he died, 
ftanding upon the cart, read a certain prayer in a print- 
ed book, and two other prayers written in two feveral 
papers: who then having the halter about his neck, 
delired the people there prefent to pray for him, and 
to bear him witnefs that he died a true chriftian man, 
and that he trufted to be faved only by the merits of 
Chrift's paition, and fhedding of his precious blood, 
and not by any maffes, or trentals, images, or faints, 
which were, as he faid, mere idolatry and fuperftition, 
and devifed by the bifhop of Rome ; and as the fame 
Tooly, and two others his fellows which were there 
hanged with him, did Ileal and rob for cOvetoufnefs, 
fo the bifhop of Rome did fell his maffes and trentals, 
With fuch paltry, with covetoufnefs, and there being 
in a great anger (as appeared) againft the bifhop of 
Rome, fpake with a loud voice the following words ; 
" From the tyranny of the bifhop of Rome, and all 
his deteftable enormities ; from falfe doctrine and he- 
refy, and from the contempt of thy word and com- 
mandment, Good Lord deliver us." 

After this it happened, that when John Tooly had 
read the bill the firft time, it fell from him, and a cer- 
tain young man (who was thought to be an appren- 
tice) ftooped down and took up the bill, and climbed 
up by the cart, and delivered it to Tooly again, which 
he again did read to the people. That done, he de- 
livered unto one of the marfhal's officers, the book 
aforefaid, and defired him to deliver it to one Mr. 
Haukes,, faying, that it was his book. Furthermore, 
he delivered one of the prayers, written in a paper, to 
one Robert Bromley, ferjeant, who defired to have it 
of him ; on the top of which was written a line, con- 
taining thefe word, Beware of Antichrift, and fubferi- 
bed underneath, By me Thomas Harold, prifoncr in 
the Marfhalfea, enemy to Antichrift. For the bill 
aforefaid, Robert Bromley, was afterwards brought, 
and was fain to afk pardon of the bifhop, and to deteft 
all the words of Tooly, and glad fo to cfcape. 

Thus while Tooly had made his prayers, as is-above- 
faid, to be delivered from the pope's tyranny, by the 
fame prayer he fell into great tyranny. For fo foon as 
the report of this tacT. came to the ears of the pricfts and 
mitred prelates, they were not a little mad thereat, 
IS- 



thinking it not tolerable that fo great a reproach fhould 
be done againft the holy father. Calling therefore for a 
council together, as though it had been a matter of great 
importance, Tobly's talk at His death was debated among 
them. 

At laft (after much pro and contra) they all confented 
to thofe men's judgment; who thought it meet that the 
violating of the pope's holinefs fhould be revenged with 
fire and faggot. By the cardinal Poole's orders, the 
bones of Martin Bucer and Paulus Phagiiis, which 
had been almoft two years in their graves, were taken up 
and burned at Cambridge, as Tooly 's carcafs was at 
London. And befides this, becaufe he would fhew 
fome token of his diligence in both univerfities, he cauf- 
ed Peter Martyr's wife, a woman of worthy memory^ 
to be digged out of the church-yard, and to be buried' 
on the dung-hill. Of thefe two prodigious acts you 
fhall hear more hereafter. But now to our purpofe of 
Tooly, who having ended his prayer, was hanged and 
put into his grave, out of which he was digged again 
by the command of the bifhops, and becaufe he was fd 
bold as to deny the authority of the bifhop of Rome, at 
the time of his death, it pleafed them to judge and con- 
demn him as an heretic, upon the commandment of the 
council's letter, as here appeareth. 

The Council's Letter to Bifhop BONNER. 

\ FTER our very hearty commendations to your 
J-\_ lordfhip, underftanding that of late amongft o- 
thers that have fuffercd about Lbnddn for their offences, 
one lewd perfon that was condemned for felony, died 
very obftinately, profeffing at the time of his death fun- 
dry heretical and erroneous opinions; like as we think 
it not convenient that fuch a rpatter fhould be overpafs- 
ed without fome example to the world, fo we thought 
good to pray your lordfhip to caufc further inquiry to 
be made thereof, and thereupon to proceed to the 
making out of fuch pfocefs as by the ecclefiaftical laws 
is provided in that behalf. And fo we bid your lord- 
fhip heartily well to fare; From Hampton-Court, 
April 28, 1555. 

Your lordfhip's loving friends, 
Steph. Winton, Chanc. R. Rochester 
F. Shrewsbury William Peter 

John Gage R. Southwell 

Thomas Chenev 

Soon after a citation was fet up upon St. Paul's church 
door, under the bifhop of London's great feal ; the te- 
nor whereof here enfueth. 

The Writ or Mandate of Bifhop Bonner, fet up at 
Charing-Crofs, St. Paul's Church Door, and at St; 
Martin's in the Fields, jor the citing and further in- 
quiring into the Case of JOHN TOOLY. 

EDMUND, by the fufferance of God, bifhop of 
London, to all lingular parfons, vicars, curates, and 
others, clerks and learned men, being within ourdiocefe 
of London, and efpccially unto Richard Clony, our 
fworn fumner, greeting, falucation, and benediction. 
Forafmuch as it is come to our hearing by common 
fame, and the declaration of fevcral credible perfons, 
that one John Tooly, late citizen and poulterer of Lon- 
don, the fon of perdition and iniquity, coming to the 
profundity of malice at the felf fame time in which he 
T t fhould 
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fhould go to hanging, according to the laws of the realm, 
for the great theft lately by him committed, at which 
time chiefly he fhould have cared for the. wealth of his 
foul, and to have died in the unity of the catholic church, 
did utter divers and fundry damnable, blafphemous, and 
heretical opinions and errors, utterly contrary and re- 
bughsint to the verity, of the catholic faith, and unity of 
the' fame, tind did exhort, ftir up, and encourage the peo- 
ple, there ftandirig in great multitude, to hold and de- 
fend the fame errors and opinions : and moreover, cer- 
tain of the people there ftanding, as it did appear, af- 
fected with errors and herefies, as favourers and defend- 
ers of the faid Tooly, did confirm and give exprefs con- 
fent to the aforefaid words, propofitions and affirmations : ■ 
which thing we do utter with forrow and bitternefs of 

^ C We therefore the aforefaid Edmund, and bifhop 
abovefaid, not being able, nor.daring to pafs over in fi- 
lcnce, nor wink at the aforefaid heinous a<ft, left by our 
negligence and flacknefs the blood of them might be re- 
quired at our hands at the moft terrible day of judgment, 
defirineto be certified and informed whether the pre- 
mifes declared unto us be of the truth, and left that any 
fcabbed fheep, lurking afuongft the fimple flock of 
Lord, do infedl them with deadly herefy : to y~" 
fore we ftraitly charge and command that you cite, or 
caufe to be cited all and lingular, having or knowing 
the truth of the premifes, byfetting up this citation upon 
the church door of St. Martin's in the fields, being 
within our diocefe of London, and alfo upon the cathe- 
dral church door of St. Paul's in London, leaving there 
the copy hereof, or by any other means or ways, the 
beft you can, that this citation and monition may come 
to their knowledge. 

• AH which and Angular by the tenor of thefe prefents 
•we cite and admonilh that they appear, and; every one 
of .them do appear before us, our vicar general, or com- 
' rniffarv, whatioever he be in that behalf, in our cathe- 
dra! church of St. Paul's in London, in the confiftory 
place, upon Thurfday the fecond day of May, now 
eufuine, betwixt the hours of nine and ten of the c 
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eufuing, betwixt tl 
in the forenoon the fam* 
truth in this behalf, and t 
the truth that they know 1 
and moreover to do and 
doth require. 

Further we commit — 



e clock 

day, to bear witnefs of the 
1 depofe and declare faithfully 
ir have heard of the premifes, 
receive what law and rcafon 



1 as before, and ftraitly 
enioinino- you do command,' that ye will generally cite 
the wife of the faid Toqly that is dead, and his children, 
and his kindred by father and mother, his friends and 
familiars efpecially, and all other and every of them, .if 
there be any perhaps that defire to defend and purge 
the remembrance of the perfon in the premifes, that ye 
admonifh them after the manner and form aforefaid, 
whom we likewife, by the tenor of thefe prefents, do in 
fuch fort cite and admonifh thatthey appear all, and that 
every one of them do appear (under pain to be compelled 
to keep filence for ever hereafter in this behalf) before us, 
or our vicar general in fpiritual matters, or fuch our 
commiffary, at the day, hour, and place aforefaid, to 
defend the good name and remembrance of him that is 
dead, and to fay, alledge, and propofe in due form of 
law a caufe reafonabie, if they have or can tell of any, 
why the faid John Tooly, that, is dead, ought not to be 
determined, and declared for fuch an heretic and ex- 
communicate perfon, and his remembrance condemned, 
in the deteftirtg and condemning of fo heinous a deed 
and crime, and his body or carcafe to lack church bu- 
rial, as a rotten member cut oft' from the church, and 
the'fame to be committed to the arm and power fccular, 
and they compelled hereafter forever to hold their 

PC And moreover, that you cite and admonifh, after the 
manner aforefaid, all and every of the receivers, favour- 
ers, and creditors of the faid John Tooly that is dead, 
cfi'ccially if any of them do incline and give confent to 
chore wicked and dcteftablc affirmations, propofitions, 
andrehearfals a:orefa;d, that on this fide the faid Thurf- 
day thev return and fubmit (hcmfelvcs unto us, and to 
the lap of the mother holy church : which thing if ihey 



do, «e rrufting upon the mercy of Almighty God, do 
promife that we will receive them being penitent for 
fuch their errors and faults, with thanks, benignity, 
mercy, and favour, to the comfort and health of their 
own fouls; and what ye fliall do in the premifes, let 
him among you, which fliall execute this our prefent 
mandate, certify us, or our vicar general in fpiritual 
matters, ei:hcr by his own perfon, or by his letters pa- ■ 
tent, toge:her with thefe authentically fealed; Dated 
.a£' London undcr.our feal, the laft day of April, 1555, 
and of our tranflation the nth. 

When the time of this citation was expired, and this 
Tooly being cited did not appear; next in order of law 
came the fufpenlion, (whereas one fufpenfion had been 
enough for him.) and after that cometh the excommuni- 
cation, that is, that no man fhould eat or" drink with 
hfiT); or if any met him by the way, he fhould not bid 
himgood morrow, and befides that, he fhould be ex- 
cluded from the communion of the church. Thefe 
things being prepared in fuch a manner, as in fuch cafes 
full wifely they ufe to do, at length one Hood up that 
made anfwer to certain articles, rehearfed in judgment 
openly, and that in the behalf of. the dead man. But 
w hen the poor dead man could neither fpeak tor himfelf, 
nor did (as they faid) fufficiently anfwer them by the 
other, to avoid the name of an heretic; firft witneffes 
were provided againft him, whofe names were Henry 
Clark, Efq ; Thomas Way, keeper of the Marfhalfea ; 
Philip Andrew, under-marfhal ; William Holingworth, 
fifhmonger; William Gellard, William Walter, chand- 
lers; Richard Longman, mcrchant-taylor ; l ; hilip Brit- 
ten,' John Burton, brewers; Thomas Smith, ferjeant. 
Then. he was condemned for an heretic, and fo commit- 
ted to the fecular power, namely to the fherifi's of Lon- 
don, who. with) the like diligence went about to execute 
their charge. Therefore receiving the man, being fuf- 
pended, excommunicated, condemned as an heretic, and 
befides that, dead, they laid him on the fire to be burn- 
ed, namely, for a continual remembrance thereof: this 
wa's done the fourth day of June. 

the LIFE, and MARTYRDOM tf THOMAS 
HAUKES, Gentleman. 

T Mmediately after the ftbry of Dr. Tavlor, mention 
1 was made of fix men brought before bifhop Bonner 
I upon the eighth day of February, whofe names w ere 
Stephen Knight, W. Pygot, Thomas Tomkins, J. Law- 
rence, William Hunter. In which number was alfo 
I Tho mas Haukes, and condemned likewire with them 
i the Qth day of February. But becaufe his c 



did not fo fhortly follow their's, but was prolonged to 
the 10th day of June, it followeth therefore now confe- 
qucntly to give an account thereof; hrft beginning 
briefly with his pious convcrfatiori and inftitution of life, 
then fhewing of his troubles, alfo of his examinations 
and conflicts with the bifhop and other adverfaries, ac- 
cording as the order of the ftory doth require. 

As he was of the county of Effex, born of an honelt 
flock in calling and profeflion a courtier ; befides that, 
he w as of fuch comelinefs of ftature.fo well endued with 
excellent qualities, that he might feem on every fide a 
man (as it were) made for the purpofe. But his gentle 
behaviour towards others, and efpecially his fervent lludy 
and Angular love unto true religion and piety did fur- 
mount all the reft. Wherein as God did Angularly 
adorn him ; even fo he, being fuch a valiant martyr ot 
God may feem to make famous the whole company ot 
other holv martyrs, and as a bright flar to make the 
church of God and his truth, of themfclvcs bright and 
clear, more glorioufly to fliine by his example. 

Mr. Haukes entered into the fcrvicc of lord Oxford, 
where he remained fo long as Edward VI. lived. But 
he dying, all things began to go backward, religion 
decay, true piery not only to v 
danger every-where. Uauki 

things, and efpecially in fuch ...... .. 

he would change the prolcffion of true godhnefs, which 
he had tailed, thought to change the place : and lo, 
forfaking the nobleman's houle, departed thence to 



. .old, but 

mifliking the ftatc of 
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his own home, where more freely he might give him- 
felf to God, and. ufe his own confcience. 

But what place in this world fhall a man find fo fecret 
for himfelf, whither the old wicked ferpent cannot 
creep, whereby he may have fome matter to overthrow 
ihe qu:etnefs of the godly? Now in the mean time, • 
Haukes keeping his houfe at home, had born unto him 
a young fon, whofe baptifm was deferred to the third 
week, for that he would not fuffer him to be baptized 
after the pauiftical manner, which thing the adverfaries 
notable to fuffer, laying hands upon him, did bring 
him to i he earl of Oxford, there to be reafoned with, as 
not found in religion, in that he feemcd to contemn the 
facraments of the church. 

The cirl either intending not to trouble himfelf in 
fuch matters, or elfe feeing himfelf not able to weigh 
with him in fuch cafes of religion, fent him up to Lon- 
don with a mefTenger, and letters, and fo, willing to 
clear his own hands, pur him in the hands of Bonner, 
bifliop of London ; the contents of which his letter fent 
to Bonnerj are as follow. 

MOST reverend father in God, be it known unto 
you, that 1 have fent you one Thomas Haukes, 
dwelling in the county of Eflex, who hath a child that 
hath remained unchriftened more than three weeks; 
who, being upon the fame examined, hath denied to 
have it baptized, as it is now ufed in the church, 
whereupon I have fent him to your good lordftiip, to 
ufe as you think beft, by >our good discretion. 

When the bifhop had pcrufed this letter, and after- 
wards read it to Mr. Haukes, he hearing the fame, 
thought with himfelf that he fliould not be very well 
ufed, feeing he was put to his difcrenon. Then wrote 
the bifhop a letter again to him that fent the prifoner, 
with many great thanks for his diligence in fetting forth 
the queen's proceedings. Then the bifhop began to 
"enter communication with Air. Haukes, firft alking, 
what fliould move him to leave his child unchriftened 
folong? To. whom Mr. Haukes anfwered thus again 
as followeth. 

Haukes. Becaufe we are bound to do nothing contrary 
to the word of God. 

Bonmn. Why ? baptifm is commanded by the word 

Haukes. His inflitution therein I do not deny. 
Bonner. What deny you then ? 

Haukes. 1 deny all things invented and devifed by 

Bonner. What things are thofe that be devifed by 
man, that you are fo offended withal ? 

Haukes. Your oil, cream, fait, fpittle, candle, and 
conjuring of water, &c. 

Bonner. Will you deny that which all the whole 
world and your fathers have been contented withal? 

Haukes. What my father and all the whole world 
have done, I have nothing to do with : but what God 
hath commanded me to do, to that ftand 1. 

Bonner. The catholic church hath taught it. 

Haukes. What is the catholic church ? 

Bonner. It is the iaithful congregation, wherefoever it 
be difperfed throughout the whole world. 

Haukes. Who is the head thereof? 

Bonner. Chrift is the head thereof. 

Haukes. Arc we taught in Chrift, or in the church 
now ? 

Bonner. Have you not read in the eighth of St. John 
where he faid, He would fend his Comforter which 
fliould teach you all things ? 

Haukes. I grant you it is fo, that he would fend his 
Comfoner, but to what end ? Forfooth to this end, that 
. he fhould lead ;ou into all truth and verity, and that is 
not to teach a new dodrine. 

Bonner. Ah lir, you are a right fcripture man. Eia. you 
will have nothing but the fcripture. '1 here is »J great 
number of your countrymen of your opinion. Do you 
know one Knight and Pygot ? 

Haukes. Knight I know, but Pygot I do not know. 

Bonner. I thought you were acquainted wiih him: it 



feemeth of .your judgment What, preachers do yoti 
know in Eflex? 

Haukes. I know ndne; 
Bonnet. Do you know one Baget ? 
Haukes. Yes, forfdoth,T know hirh; 
Bonner. What manner of man is he ? 
Haukes. A ri hofteft fnan fo faf as I know. 
Bonner. Do you know him if you fee him ?* 
Haukes. Yes, that 1 do. [Then faid he to one of his 
fervantSj Go call me Baget hither j and then faid to 
me, You feem to be a very proud man and ft ubborn. 
He that brought me up, flood all. this whiie by.] 

Haukes. What fhould move your lordfhip fo to fay ? 
Bonner. Becaufe I fee in a man that Came, with you 
ihuch humility and lowlinefs. 

Haukes. It feemeth your lordfhip fpeaketh that td 
me, becaufe 1 make no cburtfey to you : and with that 
came Baget. Then the bifhop faid to Bagetj How fay 
you, fir, know you this man ? 

Baget. Yes, forfooth my lord j with that Baget and " 
I fhook hands. Then faid the biftiop to Bagetj Sir 4 
this man hath a child which hath lain three weeks un- 
chriftened, (as I have letters to ftiew) who refufeth to 
have it baptized, as it is now ufed in the church : how 
fay you thereto ? 

Bogeti. Forfooth, my lord, I fay nothing thereto (with 
low c6urt?fy to the hard ground); 

Bonner. Say you nothing thereto ? I will make you 
tell me whether it be laudable, arid to be frequented and 
ufed in the church or not. 

Baget. 1 befecch yotir lordfhip td pardon mej he is 
.old enough; let him anfwer for himfelf. 

Bonner. Ah knave, arc you at that point with me ? Go 
call me the porter, faid he to one of his men, thou (halt 
fit in the flocks, and have nothing but bread and water. 
1 perceive 1 have kept you too well. Have I made thus 
much of you, and are you at this point ? Then came' the 
bifhop's man, and faid, The porter is gdne to London : 
then faid the bifliop to Baget, Come with me, and he 
went away with him, and commanded the away, and 
bade one of his gentlemen to talk with me, (who was 
one of his own teaching) who defired amongft other 
things to know of me, with whom 1 was acquainted in 
Eflex, and what men they were that were my teachers.^ 
Haukes. When I fee your comfniflipn, 1 will make 
you anfwer. And then immediately came the bifhop 
again: but before he came, his man and I had much talk. 
: Then the bifhop fat down under a vine ill his orchard^ 
j and called Baget to him, whom he carried away, and 
j brought again, and called me alfo, and faid to Bjget, 
i How fay you now unto baptifm ? Say whether it be to be 
frequented and ufed in the church, as it is now, or no ? 
Baget. Forfooth, my lord, I fay it is good. 
Bonner. I befool your heart, could you ndt have faid 
I fo before ? You have wounded this man's confcience. 
Then the bifhop turned to me, and faid ; How fay you 
now, fir ? this man is turned and converted. 

Haukes. I build not my- faith upon this man, neither 
upon you, but only upon Chrift Jefus, who (as St. Paul 
faith) is the founder and author of all men's faith. 

Bonner. 1 perceive you are a ftubborn fellow. I 
muft therefore go to work another way with you, to win 
you. - I! 

Haukes. Whatfoever you do, I am ready to fuffer it; 
for 1 am in your hands to abide it. 

Bonner. Well, you are fo, come on your WaySj you 
fhall go in, and I will ufe you chriftian-like : you fhall 
have meat and drink, fuch as I have in my houfe: but 
in any wife talk not. 

Haul.es. 1 purpofe to talk nothing but the word of 
God and truth. 

Bonner. I will have no herefy talked on in my houfe. 
Haul.es, Why, is the truth become herefy? Cod hath 
commanded that we fhould have none other talk in our 
houfes, in our beds, at our meat, and by the way, but all 
truth. 

Bonner. If you will have my favour, be ruled by my 
counfel. 

I! - Hauhes. Then 1 truft you will grant me my requeft. 
[J Bonner. What is that? 

H aules. 
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■■-.Haukes. That your doctors and fervants give me no 
occaiion : for if they do, I will iurely utter my confer- 
ence. Then he commanded his men to take in Bager, 
that Haukes and he might not have an opportunity to 
talk together. And fo thus we departed, and went to 
dinner, and 1 dined at the Reward's table. 

After dinner, his chaplains and his men began to talk 
with me. But, amongft others, there was one named 
Darbifhire, principal of Broadgates in Oxford, and the 
bifhop's kinfman, who faid to me, that I was too curi- 
ous : for you will have (faid he) nothing but ydur lit- 
tle pretty' God's book. 

• Haukes. And is it not fufficient for my falvation? 

Bonner. - Yes, it is fufficient for our falvation, but not 
for our inftruction. 

Haukes. God fend me the falvation, and you the in- 
ftruction. And as we thus reafoned came the bifhop, 
-who faid unto me ; I gave you a commandment that 
you fhould not talk. 

Haukes. And 1 defired of you that your doctors and 
fervants fhould give me no occaiion. Then we went 
into his orchard again, he and I and his doctors. 

: Bonner. Would not you be contented, provided your 
child, fhould be chriftened after the book that was fet 
out by king Edward ? 

_' Haukes. Yes, with a good Will ; it is the thing that 
1 defire. 

Bonner. I thought fo: you would have the fame 
thing. The:principal is in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, and in necefiuy it may 

Haukes. Chrift did ufe it without any fuch neceffity : 
and. yet we lack the chiefeft point. 
Bonner. What is that? 

■Haukes. " Go teach all nations, baptizing them, &c. 

Bonner. Thou fpeakeft that becaufe I am no preacher. 
■ ; Haukes. I fpeak the text : I do not mean you. Then 
faid all the doctors, and his men that were with him. 
He fpake it of you, my lord (with a great noife that 
.they. made). 

. Bonner. Will you be content to tarry here, and your 
child fhall be baptized, and you fliall not know of it, 
fo that you will agree to it ? 

Haukes. If I would fo have done, I needed not to 
have come to you : for 1 had the fame counfel given 
before. 

Bonner. You fcemtobealuftyyoung man; you will 
not give your head for the warning; you will ftand in 
•the defence of it for the honour of your country. Do 
you think that the queen and I cannot command it to 
be done in fpite of your teeth ? 

Haukes. What the queen and you can do, I will not 
ftand in it: but you get my confent never the fooner. 

Bonner. Well, you are a ftubborn young man: I 
perceive I muft work another way with you, 

Haukes. You are in the hands of God, and fo am I. 
Bonner. Whatfoever you think, I will not have you 
■fpeak fuch wprds unto me. And fo we departed un- 
til even-fong time: and before even-fong was begun, 
my lord called for me to come to him in the chapel, 
and faid; Haukes,. thou art a proper young man, and 
,Qpd hath done his part unto thee;. I would be glad to 
do thee good. Thou knoweft that 1 am thy paftor, and 
.qne that fhould anfwer for thee. If I would not teach 
thee well, I fhould anfwer for thy foul. 
... Haukes. What I have faid, I. will ftand to, God wil- 
1 ling : there is no way to remove it. 
- Bonner. Nay, nay, Haukes, thou (halt not be fo wil- 
ful. Remember Chrift bade two go into his vineyard ; 
the one faid he would, and went not; the other faid he 
would not, and went. 

Haukes. The laft went. 
, Bonner. Do thou likewife, and. I will talk friendly 
-with thee ; how fayeft thou ? It is in the fixth of St. 
John ; " I am the bread of life, and the bread that 1 
'will give is my flefh, which I will give for the life of the 
. world. And whofoever eateth my flefh, and drinketh 
'my blood, hath everlafting life. My flefh is very meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. And he that 
eateth my flefh and driketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him." Do you believe this? 



Haukes. Yes, I muft needs believe the fcriptures. 

Bonner. Why; then; 1 truft that you be found in the 
bleffed facrament. 

Haukes. I beefech your lordfhip to feel my confei- 
ence no farther then in that which I was accufed in 

Bonner. Well, well, let us go unto even-fong. 
Haukes. With that 1 turned my back to go out of 
the chapel. 

Bonner. Why will you not tarry even-fong ? 

Haukes, No, forfooth. 

Bonner. And why ? 

Haukes. For I will not. 

Bonner. And why will you not? 

Haukes. Becaufe I have no edifying thereby, for I 
underftand no Latin. 

Bonner. Why, you may pray by yourfelf. What 
books have you ? 

Haukes. I have the New Teftamenr, the books of 
Solomon, and the Pfalter. 

Bonner. Then I pray you tarry here, and pray you 
on your Pfalter. 

Haukes. 1 will not pray in this place, nor in any fuch. 
Then faid one of his chaplains, Let him go, my lord, 
and he fhall be no partaker with us in our prayers. 

Haukes. I think myfelf beft at eafe when 1 am far- 
theft from you, and fo the bifhop went to even-fong, 
and I came down and walked between the hall and the 
chapel in the court, and tarried there till even-fong was 
done ; and within an hour after even-fong was done, 
the bifhop fent for me into his chamber where he lay 
himfelf, and when 1 came there was he and three of 
his chaplains. 

Bonner. You know of the talk that was between you 
and me, as concerning the facrament. You would not 
have your confeience fought any farther, than in that 
you were accufed of. 

Haukes. 1 thought you would not be both mine ac- 
cufer and judge. 

Bonner. Well, you fhall anfwer me to the facrament 
of the altar, the facrament of baptifm, the facrament 
of penance, and the facrament of matrimony. 

Haukes. There is none of thefe, but I dare fpeak my 
confeience in them. 

Bonner. The facrament of the altar you feem to be 

Haukes. In the facrament of the altar? why, fir, I do 
not know it. 

Bonner. Well, we will make you to know it, and be- 
lieve in it too, before we have done with you. 

Haukes. No, that fhall ye never do. 

Bonner. Yes, a faggot will make you do it. 

Haukes. No, no, a fig for your faggot. What God 
thinketh meet to be done, that fhall ye do, and more 
ye fhall not do. 

Bonner. Do you not believe that there remaineth in 
the bleifed facrament of the altar, after the words of 
confecration be fpoken, no more bread, but the very 
body and blood of Chrift ? And at that word he put 
off his cap. 

Haukes. I do believe as Chrift hath taught me. 

Bonner. Why? did not Chrift fay, "take, eat, this 
is my body ?" 

Haukes. Chrift faid fo : but therefore it followeth 
not, that the facrament of the altar is fo as you teach, 
neither did Chrift ever teach it fo to be. 

Bonner. Why? the catholic church _taught it fo,arid 
they were of Chrift's church. 

Haukes. How prove you it ? The apoftles never 
taught it fo. Read the Adts, the fecond and the twen- 
tieth. Neither St. Peter nor St. Paul ever taught it, 
nor inftituted it fo. 

Bonner. Ah fir, you will have no more than the fcrip- 
ture teachcth, but even as Chrift hath left it bare. 

Maukes. He that teachcth me any otherwife, 1 will 
not believe him. 
1 Bonner. Why? then you muft eat a lamb, if you 
will have but Chrift's inftitution only. 

Haukes. Nay, that is not fo, for before Chrift did 
inftitute the facrament, that ceremony ceafed, and then 
I began the facrament. 

Bonnet. 
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Beimtr. Alas, you know not how it began, neither of 
the infticution. 

Haukes. Then I would be glad to learn. 

Bonner. Marry, we will teach you ; but you are fo' 
ftubborn you will not learn. 

Haukes. Except you teach mc by the word of" God, I 
never will credit you, nor believe you : and thus we 
concluded. 

A CONVERSATION between Mr. HARPSFIELD 
and Mr. THOMAS HAUKES. 

UPON Monday morning very early, the bifhop cal- 
led for me. There was with him Mr. Harps- 
field, archdeacon of London, to whom the bifhop 
laid, This is the man which I told of, who would 
not have his child chriftened, nor will have any cere- 

m °IIar'psficld. Chrift ufed ceremonies. Did he not take 
clay from the ground, and took fpittle, and made the 
blind man to fee ? 

Haukes: That I well know, but Chrift did never ufe 
it in baptifm. • If ye will needs have it, pix% it to the 
ufe that Chrift put it unto. 

Harpsfieid. Admit your child die unchrifiened : what 
a heavy cafe you ftand in ! 

Haukes. 1 admit if it do, what then? 
. Harpsfieid. Marry, then are j ou damned; and your 
child both; 

Haukes. judge you no farther than you may by the 
fcriptures; 

Harpsfieid. Do you not know that your child is born 
in original fin ? 

Haukes. Yes, that I do. 

Harpsfieid. How is original fin Waflied away ? 
Haukes. By true faith and belief in Chrift Jefus. 
Harpsfieid. How can your child, being an infant, be- 
lieve ? 

Haukes. The deliverance of it from fin ftandeth in 
the faith of his parents. 

flnrptfiehl. How prove you that? 

Haukes. By St. Ruil, i Cor. vii. 14. '' The unbe- 
lieving man 'is fandtificd by the believing woman, and 
the unbelieving woman is far.Jtified by the believing 
man, orclfe were your children Unclean." 

Bonner. Recant, recant : do you not know that Chrift 
faid, Except ye be baptized, ye cannot be faved ? 

Haukes. Doth chrillianicy confift in outward cerc- 

Bonner. Partly it doth : what fay you to that? 

Haukes. I fay as St. Peter faith, " Not the wafhrng 
of water purgeth the filthinefs of the ficfli, but a good 
confeience confenting unto God." 

Bonner. Let us make an end here. How fay you to 
the rm.fs ? 

Haukes. I fay it isdeteftable, abominable, and unpro- 
fitable. 

Bonner. What nothing profitable in it ? what fay you 
to the epiftle and gofpel ? 

Haukes. It is good if it be ufed as Chrift left it to be 
ufed. 

Bonner. How fay you to the Conjiteor? 

Haukes. 1 fay it is abominable and dcteftable, yea, 
and a blafphemy againft God, and his fon Jefus Chrift, 
to call upon any, to truft to any, or to pray to any, favc 
only Chrift Jefus. 

Harpsfieid. What books have you ? 

Haukes. The New Teitament, Solomon's books, and 
the Pfalter. 

Harpsfieid. Will you read any other books ? 

Haukes. Yes ; Latimer's books, my Lord of Canter- 
bury's book, Bradford's fermons, and Ridley's books. 

Bonner. Away, away, he will have no books but fuch 
as maintain his hercfics : fo they departed, for Harps- 
field was booted to ride unto Oxi'ord, and I went to the 
porter's lodge again. 

The next day came hither an old biftiop, who had a 
pearl in his eye, and he brought with him unto my lord 
a difli of appfes, and a bottle of uine. For he had loft 
his living becaufc he had a wife. Then the biftiop cal- 
led me again into the orchard, and faid to the old bifhop, 
This young man hath a child, and will not have it chrif- 
tened. 



Haukes. I deny not baptifm. 

Banner. Thou art a fool, thou canft riot tell what 
thou would ft have. This he fpake with much anger. 

Haukes: A bifhop muft be blametefs or fautflcfs, fo- 
ber, difcreet, nochider, nor given to anger. 

Bonner. Thou judgeft me to be angry : no by my faith 
I am nor, and Uruck h.imfelf upon the breall. 

Then faid the old bifhop, Alas good youug man, you 
muft be tanght by the church, and by your elders, and 
do as your forefathers have done before vou. 

Bonner. No, no, he will have nothing. but the fcrip- 
tures; and God knows he doth not underrtand them. 
He will have no ceremonies in the church, no not one : 
what fay yoi! to holy water ? 

Haukes. I fay to it as to the reft, and to all that be of 
his making that made them. 

Bonner. Why^ the fcriptures do allow it? 

Haukes. Where prove you that? 

Bonner. In the book of Kings,- where Elifha threw 
fait into the water. 

Haukes. You fay truth; that it is written in 2 Kings; 
chap. ii. the children of the prophets came to Elifha, 
fining, " The dwelling of the city is pleafant, but 
the waters be corrupted." This was the caufe that 
Eliflia threw fait into the water, and it became fweet 
and good : and fo when our waters be corrupted, if 
you can by putting in of fait make them fweet, clear; 
and wholefome, we will the better believe your ceremo- 

Bonner. How fay you to holy bread ? 

Haukes. Even as 1 faid to the other. What fcrip- 
ture have you to defend it ? 

Bonnet. Have you not read where Chrift fed five 
thoufand men with five loaves and three fifties ? 

Haukes. Will ye make that holy bread ? There Chrift 
dealt fifh with his holy bread. He did not this mi- 
racle, or other, becaufe we fhould do the like miracle, 
biit becaufe we fhould believe and credit his doctrine 
thereby. 

After dinner I was called into the hall again, and 
the bifhop defired the old biftiop to take me into his 
chamber'; for 1 would be glad (faid he) if you could 
convert him. So he took me into his chamber, and fat 
himfelf down in a chair, and faid to me; I would to' 
God i could do you fome good : you are a young man, 
and I would not wifh you to go too far, but learn of your 
elders to bear fomevvhat. 

Haukes. I will bear nothing that is contrary to the 
word of God. And I looked, that the old bifhop fhould 
have made me an anfwer, but he was faft afteep. Then 
1 departed out of the chamber alone. 

The next day Dr. Fecknam came to me, and faid, 
Are you he that will have no ceremonies ? 

Haukes. What mean you by that ? 

Fecknam. You will not have your child chriftened; 
but in Englifh, and you will have no ceremonies. 

Haukes. Whatfocver the fcripture commandeth to be 
done, I refufe not; 

Fecknam. How fay you, Chrift took bread; and brake 
it, and faid, " Take, eat, this is my body." 

Haukes. I grant Chrift faid fo. 

Fecknam. Why, then, is Chrift a liar ? 

Haukes. Is every word to be anderftood as Chrift 
fpake ir? Chrift faid 1 am a door, a vine, I am a king, 

Fecknam. Chrift fpake thefe words in parables. 

Haukes. And why fpeaketh he this in parables, when 
he faid 1 am a vine, a door, a king, a way, &c. more thari 
when he faid, This is my body ? For after the fame 
phrafe of fpcech, as he faith, This is my body ; fo faith 
he, 1 am a door, a vine, a king, a way ; he faith not I 
am like a door, like a vine, &c. 

Then Fecknam flood up, and faid, 1 had fuch a one 
before me the other day. Alas ! thofe places fervc no- 
thing for your purpofes. But J perceive ) 011 hang and 
build on them that be at Oxford. 

Haukes. What mean you by that? 

Fecknam. I mean Latimer, Cranmcr, and Ridley. 

Haukes. I know nothing elfc by them, but that they 
be both godly and learned. 

Bonner. If any of Ehdfo recant, what will you fay to it? 
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Haukes. When they recant, I will make you an anfwer. 
litmner. Then thou wilt fay as thou doft now for all 
that ? 

Haukcs. Yes indeed will I, and that truft to it by 
Gnd't, grace. 

Bonner. I dare fiiy, Crinmcr would recant, fo that he 
might have his living. And the bifhop and Feck- 
nun departed from me laughing, and 1 went again to 
the porter's lodge. 

The next day Dr. Chedfey came to the bifhop and 
him. They declared umo him that I had flood ftub- 
burnly in the defence againft the chriftening w f m y 
child,' and againfl the ceremonies of the church, and 
that I would not have it chriftcned but in Englifh. 

Then faid Dr. Chedfey,' he denies the order of the 

Ihwr. Yes, lie thinketh there is no church but in 
England and Germany. 

Haukcs. And vou think that there is no church, but 
tlx- church of Rome. 

( f.rJfty. What fay you to the church of Rome ? 
f'laukis. I fay it is a church of a fort of vicious car- 
monks, and friars, which 1 will never 



edit 



r belie 



Civ J. fey. What fay you to the bifhop of Rome? 

Haukcs. From him~ and all his dercftablc enormities, 
good Lord deliver us. 

B-.nner. He will by no means come within my cha- 
pel, nor hear m.ds : for neither the mafs, nor the fa- 
crament of the altar can he abide, neither will he have 
any fcrvicc but in Englith. 

Chedfey. Chrift never fpake in Englifh. 

Hank's. Neitherdid heeverfpeakany Latin.butalways 
in fuch a tongue as the people might be edified there- 
by. And St. Paul faith, " That tongues profit 
us nothing." lie makcth a fimilitude between the 
pipe and the harp, and except it be undcrflood what 
the trumpet men net h, who can prepare himfelf to 
the battle? So if I hear a tongue, that 1 do not un- 
dcrftand, what profit have 1 "thereby? no more than 
lie hath by ihc trumpet, that knoweth not what it 
rucaneth. 

Chedfey. If you underftand St. Paul's faying, he 
fpcakeih under a prophecy, " If one prophely to you 
in tongues," ccc. 

Haukcs. St. Paul maketh a diftinction between pro- 
phcfYingand tongues, faying, <l That if any man fpeak 
v, ith'tongues, let it be two or three at the moft, and let 
another interpret it. But if there be no interpreter, 
let them keep lilente in the congregation, and let him- 
fclf pray umo God: and then let the prophets fpeak 
two or three, and that by courfe, and let the others 
judge: and if any revelation be made to him that in- 
tern by, let the firll hold his peace:" fo that it feem- 
tth that St. Paul tmketh a diftinction between tongues 
and prophefving. 

Cindfey. What gofpcl have you been taught ? 

Haukes. Praying to faints', and to our lady, and 
trailing in the* mafs, holy bread, holy water, and in 

i.hcdj'ey. He that teaches you fo, teaches you not 

Haukcs. Curfed be he that tcacheth me fo: for I 
vs ill not trull him, nor believe him. 

The next day Dr. Chedfey preached in the bifhop's 
chapel, and did not begin his fermon until all the ler- 
vicc was done: and then came the porter for me, and j 
laid, My lord w ould have you , come to the fennon, ! 
and ib 1 went to the chapel door, and flood without ! 
the door. 

Ho -e. Come in, man. 

j/.nLs. No, that 1 will not. He called again, and I 
I ardvvered 1 will come no nearer, and fo I flood at the | 
door. Then laid the bifhop, Go to vour fermon. I 

Then Dr. Chedfey put the ftole about his neck, and I 
carried the holy water-fprinklc unto the bifhop, who j 
blefitd him and gave him holy- water, and fo he went I 

The text that he treated on was the i6th of Sr. j 
Matthew, » Whom do men fay that I the Son of Man j 
urn? Peter f..id, Some fay that thou art Elias fome I 



fay that thou art John the Baptiil, fome fay thou ait 
one of the prophets. But whom fay ve that lam? 
Then faid Peter, Thou art Chrift: the Son of the liv- 
ing God." Then he left the text there, and faij, 
Whofe fins focver ye bind, are bound : which autho- 
rity (faid he) is left'to the heads of" the church, as my 
lord here is one, and fo unto all the rcll that be under- 
neath him. But the church hath been much kicked at 
fince the beginning: yet kick the heretics, fpurn the 
heretics ever fo much, the church doth ftand and flou- 
rifh. And then he went llraitwav to the facrament, 
and faid his mind on it, exalting it above heaven, (as 
nioft of them do) and fo returned to his place again 
faying, Whofe fins do ye remit, are remitted and for- 
given : and fo he applied it to the bifhops and priells 
to forgive fins, and faid, All thar be of the church will 
come and receive the fame. And this he proved by 
St. John, chap. xi. faying that Chrift came to raife 
Lazarus, who when he was rifen was bound in bands: 
then faid Chrift to them that were in authority, (who 
were his difciples) Go ye and loofe him, let him go. 
And this was the effect: of his fermon, applying all to 
them, that they have the fame authority that Chrift 
fpake of* to his apoilles. 

Another CONVERSATION between THOMAS 
H AUK liS, Bishop BONNER, and others. 

AFTER dinner 1 was called into the chape!, whe re 
were feveral of the queen's fervants, and other 
ftrangers whom 1 did not know. 

Bonner. Haukcs, How like you the fermon? 
Haukes. As t like all the reft of his dodirine. 
Bonner. What, arcjou not edified thereby? 
Haukcs. No, Purely: 

Bonner. It was made only becaufe of vou. 
Haukes. Why, then 1 am forry that you had no more 
heretics here, as you call t hem : j am forry that you have 
bellowed fomuch labour on onc,and fo little regarded. 
Bonner. Well, 1 will leave you here, fori have bufi- 
I nefs, 1 pray you talk with him, for if you could do him 
i good, faid'he, 1 would be glad. 

This the bifhop fpake to the queen's men, who faid 
unto me, Alas! what mean you to trouble yourfelf 
about fuch matters again!! the queen's proceedings? 

IL. tikes. Thole matters have 1 nnfwcred before them 
that be in authority : andunlcfs I fee you have a further 
commiffion, I will anfwer you nothingat all. They cri- 
ed, Faggots, burn him, hang him, toprifori with him, 
it is pity he liveth, lay irons upon him; and with a great 
noife they fpnkerhefe words. . Thenimhe midft of all 
their rage I departed from them, and went to the por- 
ter's lodge again. 

The next day the bifhop called mc into his chamber, 
and faid, You have been with me a great while, and you 
arc never the better, but worfeancl worfe : and therefore 
1 will delay the time no longer, but fend you to Newgate. 

Haukes. Truly 1 did look for none other when 1 came 
to your hands. 

Bonner. Come on your ways, you fhall fee what I 
have written. Then did he fhew mc certain articles, 
and thefc arc the contents of them: 

Whether the catholic church do teach- and believe, 
that Chrift's real pa-fence doth remain in the facra- 



after the words of c 



nfecr 



i, according 



to the words of St. Paul, which arc thefc ; « 
bread which we break the partaking of the body of 
Chrift, and the cup which we blefs, the- partaking of 
the blood of Chrift ?'• which if it were not fo, St. Paul 
would never have faid it. 

Haukes. What your church doth I cannot tell : but 
I am fine that the holy catholic church doth never fo 

Bonner. Whether doth the catholic church teach 
and believe the baptifm that now is tiled m the chinch. 



Haukcs. I anfwered to ii 
n befoi 



s 1 did to the other que r - 

After many pcrfuafions on his part v.e ended, and 
then departed. 

The nc-M dav in the m >r:ii-i:,-, which was the ft (1 of 
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i u ly the bifliop called me himfelf from the porter's 
io'd^'e commanding me to make myfelF ready to go to 
crifon, and to take fuch things with me as I had of my 
own. And I faid, 1 do neither intend to bribe, neither 
to Heal God willing. Then he did write my warrant 
to the 'keeper of the Gate-houfe at Wed milliter, and 
deliveied it to Harpsfield, who with his own man and 
one of the bifhop's men brought me to prifon, and de- 
livered the warrant and mc to the keeper; and this was 

C °" I will and command you, that you receive him who 
cometh named in this warrant, and that he be kept as a 
fal'e prifbner, and that no man fpeak with him, and that 
yoii deliver him to no man, except it be the council, or 
to ajuflice; for he is a facramentary, and one that 
fpeaketh againft baptifm, a feditious man, a perilous 
man to be abroad in thefc perilous days." And thus 
was I received, and they departed. And there I remain- 
ed thirteen days, and then the Bifliop fent two of his 
men unto mc, faying, My .lord would be glad to know 
hbu- you do. I anfwered them, I do like a poor pri- 
foner- They raid, My lord would know, whether you 
be the fame man that you were then when you departed. 
I faid I am no changeling. They faid, My lord 
would be glad that you fhould do -well. I faid, if my 
lord will do me ariy good, 1 pray you defire him 
to fuffer my friends to come to me. So they faid 
they would fpeak for me, but I heard no more of them. 

This is the rirft examination of me Thomas HaukcS, 
being examined by Edmund Bonner, then bifhop of 
London, and by his chaplains and doctors at Fulham, 
four miles from London, where I lay, till I came to 
prifon at Weftminfter : arid after his two men had 
beciv with mc, I heard no more of" him tilt the 3d of 
September. 

SECOND EXAMINATION of Mr. THOMAS 
HAUKES. 

THE bifliop of Winchetter, then being chancellor, 
preached that day at Paul's Crofs, and the bifliop 
of London faid to my keeper, 1 think your man will 
not go to the fermon to-day. 

tlaukcs. Yes, my lord, I pray you let me go; and 
that which is good I will receive, and the reft I will 
leave behind mc, and fc I went. And when the fer- 
mon was done, I and ray keeper came to the bifhop's 
houfe, and there we remained till dinner was done: 
and after dinner the bifliop called for me, and afked me 
if I was the fame man that I was before. 

lLml.es. I am no changeling, nor none will be. 
Homier. You fliall find me no changeling neither. 
And fo he returned into his chamber, and there he did 
write the fide of a fhect of paper, and all that while I 
Hood in the great chamber, and as many with me as 
might well ftand in the chamber. And as I flood there, 
Dr. Smith came unto me, (who once recanted as it ap- 
peared in prim) faying, he would be glad to talk bro- 
therly with me. I afked him what he was? Then faid 
they that flood by, he is Dr. Smith. Then faid 
i, Arc you he that did recant ? And he faid, It was no 
recantation, but a declaration. 

llaukes. You vveie beft to term it well for your own 
honefty. 

Smith. Shall I term it as it plcafeth you ? 

llaukes. To be fliort with yo'u, 1 will know whe- 
ther you will recant any more or no, before that 1 talk 
with you, credit you, or believe \ou: and fo 1 depart- 
ed from him to the other fide of the chamber. Then 
faid the bilhop'.s men and his chaplains, that my lord 
commanded me to talk with hfrn. Then they that 
flood by, cried with a great noife, Hang him, burn him, 
it is a great pity that he lives. 

Then faid one Miles Huggard, where prove you that 
infants were baptized? 

llaukes. " Go teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft." Sir, here is none excepted. 

Mr. Huggard. What fliall we go to teach children? 

llaukes." That word doth trouble you ; it might be 
left out full well : it is too much for you to teach. Is 
not your name M-ilcs Huggard ? 
* Mr. linear J. ho I am called. 
15- 



Hattkes. lie yoi 



a hoficr, and dwell in Pudding. 



Mr. Haggard. Yes thac I am, and there 1 do dwell. 

llmikes. It fhould feem fo, for you have more fkill 
in eating pudding, and felling ftockings, than in dif- 
puting from the fcriptures. With that he was in a 
great rage and chafed up and down. Then 1 defired 
that fome perfon would take pains to appeafe the gen- 
tleman he did fo fret for anger. Then one that ftood 
by me (who was parfon of Horn-church and Rumfbrd 
in Effcx) faid, Alas, what do you mean ? A young man 
to be fo ltubboin ? there fcemcth too much pride in 
you. 

Hattkes. Are you not the parfon of Horn-church ? 
Par/on. Yes ? that I ahi. 

llaukes. Did you not fcr fuch a pfiefl in your bene- 
fice? 

Par/on. Yes, for a fhift. 

llaukes. Like mafler, like man. For I know the 
pficft to be as vile a man as can be. I afked the par- 
fon, what kin he was to the weather-cock of St. Paul's ? 
and he fell into a great laughter with the reft of hisl 
companions. He faid I did rail. 

Then faid another that flood by unto me; What 
books have you here? I anfwered the New Teftament. 
May I look in it, faid he ? Yes; that you may, faid 1 ; 
and fo he looked into my book, and faid it was corrupt. 
I anfwered him, if the things contained in it be true, 
then ye are falfe prophets. He f lid that he would op- 
pofc mc in the firft word of the Teflament, faying; 
Here is the generation of (Thrift; and Ifaiah faith, no 
man can tell his generation. 

Hankes. What meaneth Ifaiah by that ? 

i would learn of you, faid he: 

llaukes. You would be angry if the fchoiar fhould 
teach the mafler : but if you will have me to teach you, 
I will tell you Ifaiah's meaning. 

Then faid he. No man can tell the generation between 
the Father nnd the Son: but you (1 dare fay) did know- 
it before. 

Hattkes. Ifaiah denieth not the generation. 
Then faid he; Why is Chrirt called Chrift ? 
Hauhcs. Becaufe he is the Melfiah. 
Then faid he, Why is he called the Meffinh ? 
Haukes. Becaufe he was fo t;rophcficd by the pro- 
phets. 

Then faid he, Why is your book called 2 book ? 
Hattkes. Thefe words do breed more flrife than godly 
edifying. 

Beware, faid he, that you do not decline from the 
church, for if you do, you will prove yourfclf an 
heretic. 

llaukes. Even as you do call us heretics, that do in- 
cline to (Thrift's church from your church ; fo arc yc 
all falfe prophets that do decline from (Thrift's church 
to you own church. And by this fliall all men know 
you to be falfe prophets, if ye fay, This faith the 
church : and will not fay, This faith our Lord. And fo 
he went away as though he had a flea in his ear. 

Then came another, and faid unto mc, he would talk 
with me; for he perceived (as he faid) that I was angry 
and out of patience. 

llaukes. I will fee your commifTlon, before I talk 
with you, or with any more. For 1 knew not how to 
be fid of them, they gathered fo thick about me. And 
I faid, I came to talk with my lord, and not with any of 

With that came the bifliop, bringing a letter in his 
hand, which he had written in my namc.and read it unto 
me aftcf this manner : I Thomas HaUkcs do here cpn- 
fefs and declare before my faid ordinary Edmund, bifliop 
of London, that the mafs is abominable and dct citable, 
and full of all fupcrltitiOn, and alfo as concerning the 
facrament of the body and blood of Chrift (commonly 
called the facrament of the altar) that Chrift is in no 
part thereof, but only in heaven : this I have believed, 
and this I do believe, &c. 

llaukes. Stop there, my lord : what I have believed, 
what have you to do withal? But whit 1 do believe, to 
that fland I, and will. Then he took his } en, nnd fai ' 
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^ Then he went farther with his writing, and faid, I 
Thomas Haukes have talked with my faid ordinary, and 
with certain good, godly, and learned men. Notwith- 
Handing I ftand frill in mine opinion. 

Haukes. Shall I grant you to be good, godly, and 
learned men, and yet grant myfelf to ftand in a contra- 
ry opinion? fro, I will not grant you to be good, god- 
ly, and learned men. 

Bonner. You will grant that you have talked with us : 
ihc other I will put out for your pleafure. Then faid all 
his doctors, if your lordfliip be ruled by him, he will 
caufe you to put out all together : and then read more 
to me. Here unto this bill have I fet my hand; and 
then he offered me the bill and his pen, and bade me fet 
my hand to it. ^ 

Haukes. You {hall not have my hand to any thing of 
your making or deviling. 

Bonner. Wilt thou not fet to thy hand ? It fhall be to 
thy fhame for the denying it. 

And then he called all his doctors, and faid, he would 
have every man's hand to it that was in the chamber ? 
and fo he had all their hands to it, and faid, He that 
will not fet his hand to it, 1 would he were hanged; 
and fo faid all his chaplains with a great noife. 

Then the bifhop thruft me on the bread with great 
anger; and faid he would be even with me, and with 
all fuch proud knaves in EfTex. 

Haukes. You fhall do no more than God fhall give 
you leave. 

Bouner. This jeer fhall not be unpunifhed, truft to it. 

Haukes. As for your curfing, railings, and blaf- 
phemings, 1 care not for them -. for Jj know the moths 
and worms fhall cat you, as they eat cloth or wool. 

Bonner. I will be even with you at a future time. 

Haukes. You may in your malice deftroy a man: but 
when you have done, you cannot do fo much as make a 
fingjer ; and you be meetly even with fome of us al- 

Bonner. If I do thee any wrong, take the law of me. 

Haukes. Solomon faith, " Go not to law with a 
judge ; for he will judge according to his honour." 

Bonner. Solomon faith, " Give not a fool ananfwer." 

Haukes. What, do you count mc a fool ? 

Bonner. Yes, by my troth do I, and fo doft thou me 
too: but God forgive thee, and fo do I. 

Haukes. Thought is free, my lord. Then the bifhop 
took the bill and read it again ; and when he faw that 
he could not have my hand to it, then he would have 
had me to take it into my hand, and to give it him 
again. 

Haukes. What needeth that ceremony ? neither fhall 
it come into my hand, heart, or mind. Then he wrapt 
it . up, and put it in his bofom, and went away in great 
anger, and called for his horfe, for the fame day he rode 
on his vifitation into EfTex : and fo I went to prifon 
again with my keeper. This uas the fecond time of 

After all thefe private conferences, perfuafions, and 
long debates with Mr. Haukes in the bifhop's houfe, as 
hitherto hath been declared, the bifhop feeing no hope 
to win him to his wicked ways, was determined to pro- 
ceed openly againft him after the ordinary courfe of his 
popifh law. Whereupon Mr. Haukes was fhortly af- 
ter cited with the reft of his companions above-men- 
tjoned, namely, T. Tomkins, S. Knight, W. Pygot, J. 
Lawrence, and W. Hunter, to appear at the bifhop's 
confiftory, the eighth day of February, 1555. Upon 
which appearance was laid againft him, in like order 
as to the others, firft the bill of his confcffion, writ- 
ten with Bonner's own hand, to which bill it has been 
already mentioned this worthy man refufed to fub- 
fcribe. 

The bifhop then afligned him with the other five 
the next day following, which was the 9th of February, 
to appear before him again, to give a refolute anfwer 
what they would flick to. But ftill perfevering in the 
true faith, bifhop Bonner at laft read the fentence of 
death upon him, and he was condemned the fame day 
with the rtffidue of his fellows, which was the 9th of 
February. Neverthelefs his execution was prolonged, 



and he remained in prifon till the 1 oth day of June. 
Then he was committed to the hands and charge of the 
lord Rich, who being fufficiently affifted with power by 
the worfhipful of the fliirc, had Thomas Hawkes down 
into EfTex, with fix other fellow prifoners, whofe 
ftories hereafter follow^ there to fuffer martyrdom, Hau- 
kes at Coxehall, the others in fcveral other places. 

Thomas Haukes by the way ufed much . exhortation 
to his friends, and ,whenfoever opportunity ferved to 
talk with them, he would familiarly admonifh them. 

Mr. liaukes being led to the flake, there mildly and 
patiently prepared himfelf for the fire, having a ftrait 
chain calt about his middle, with a multitude of people 
on every fide. Having fecretly promifed his friends to 
fhew a pious difregard of pain, he would during his ago- 
nies lift up his hand above his head towards heaven ; this 
noble martyr, when he had continued long in the fire, his 
fpeech taken away, hisfkin alfo drawn together, and his 
fingers confumed, mindful of his promife, fuddenly 
reached up his hands burning on a light fire, over his 
head, and with great rejoicing, as it feemed, ftruck,. or 
clapped them three times together : then flraitway fink- 
ing down into the fire, gave up his fpirit, June 10, 1555. 
And thus have we plainly and exprefsly defcribed unto 
you the whole ftory, as well of the life, as of the death of 
Mr. Haukes, a moft faithful witnefs of Chrift's holy gof- 
pel. 

r^Hiftory of Mr. THOMAS WATS. 

THOMAS WATS, of Billerica within the count*- 
of EfTex, of the diocefe of London, was by his 
occupation a linen-draper; who, before he was appre- 
hended, had fold and made away his cloth in his 
fhop, his things being fet in order for his wife and chil- 
dren, and gave away much of his cloth unto the poor. 
For he daily expected to be taken by God's adverfaries 
and his, as fhortly cametopafs; upon the a 6th day of 
April, he was apprehended and brought before the lord 
Rich, and other commiffioners at Chelmsford, and there 
being accufed for not coming to the church, was upon 
the fame examined before the lord Rich, Henry Tyrcl, 
fir Anthony Brown, Edmund Tyrel, Thomas Mildman, 
John Wifeman, Roger Applcton, Richard Wcfton,juf- 
ticc Gaudy, &c. 

When Thomas Wats came before the lord Rich and 
thejuftices, at the feffions at Chelmsford, lord Rich 
fpoke to him as- follows : 

Wats, you be brought hither, as I underftand, be- 
caufe of difobedience to the king and queen's laws. You 
will not come to the church, you will not hear mafs, &c. 
but have your conventicles a fort of you in corners, 
contrary to the king's and queen's proceedings. To 
which Mr. Wats anfwered and faid: 

My lord, if I have offended a law, I am fubject here 
to the law. Then Anthony Brown, juftice, faid unto 
him ; Wats 1 pray thee tell me who hath been thy 
fchoolmafter to teach thee this religion, or where didlt 
thou firft learn it? Forfooth, faid Wats, even of you, fir, 
you taught it me, and none more than you. For in 
king Edward's days in open feffions you fpake againft 
this religion now ufed, no preacher more. You then 
faid the mafs was abominable, and all their trumpery 
befides, wifhing and earneftly exhorting that none fhould 
believe therein, and that our belief fhould be only in 
Chrift : and you faid then whofoever fhould bring in 
any ftrange nation to rule here, it were trcafon, and not 
to be fuffered. Then Mr. Brown faid to my lord 
Rich, He belies me, my lord. What a knave is this ! 
He will foon belie me behind my back, when he doth 
it before my face. And my lord "Rich faid again, 1 dare 
fay he doth fo. 

The commiffioners being weary of him, or elfe not 
willing to meddle further in thefe matters, font him up 
to the bifhop of London, with a letter, declaring the 

The reception he met with from the bifhop and i< 
fumtfiary of the proceedings in the confiftory at St. 
Paul's, (the common ftage of thefe tragedies) will appear 
in the fucceeding Chapter. 

The 
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Tbv FIRST APPEARANCE of Mr. THOMAS 
WATS, *» the Bishop's CONSISTORY. 

FIRST upon Thurfday, the sd of May, Mr. Tho- 
mas Wa's was brought before the bifhop of Lon- 
don, aiid there being examined upon Iih words faid be- 
fore ihe" lord Rich, and others, as contained in their let- 
ter, hedid earneflly allirm the fame to be true. Where- 
upon the bifhop objected, and examined him upon 
thefe articles, to which he anfwered likewife as follows. 

ARTICLES ohjeftrd a^ainjl Mr. THOMAS WATS, 
of BILLERICA, in the County of ES-.EX, wit bin 
the Diocefe of LONDON, by Bishop BONNER. 

i. r T" > HAT the faid Thomas Wats is of Billerica, 
JL and fo of the jurifdiction of the bifliop of 

"°2. Item, Thar he bclievcth not in the facramcnts, 
of the holy and catholic church, as the catholic church 
of Rome, and all other churches, members of the fame, 
ever hitherto hath believed, and is taught by all good 
and faithful people: nor hath allowed the facraments, 
iitcs, ufages, or ceremonies of the faid churchy but 
hath defpifed the fame. 

3. Item, That he bclievcth, and alfo hath taught 
others, that the fubftance of material bread and wine do 
remain in the facrament of the altar after the confecra- 
tioi)j and that the faid material bread and wine are the 
ligns and tokens of Ch rift's body hanged upon the crofs, 
and of his blood there filed; and that in the faid facra- 
rhent there is only a memory or remembrance of Chrift's 
body and blond, and nothing elfe. 

4. Item, That he bclievcth, and doth precifely af- 
firm, that the very true prefence of Chrift's body and 
blood in fubftance, is not in the facramcne of the altar, 
but only in heaven, and no where elfe. 

5. Item, That he believcth, affirmeth, and faith, the 
mafs now tiled in the church of Rome, here in Fngland, 
and other places, is full of idolatry, abomination, and 
u'ickednefs, and that Chrift did never inftitute it, nor 
oi'dain it, nor yet allow it as a good and laudable 
thing to be ufed in his church. 

. 6. Item, That he believuh and affirmeth that au- 
ricular confeilion to be made unto the pricft is not ne- 
ceflary bur fupcrfluous: and that it is enough for a 
man to believe only, and to confefs himfelf unto God, 
without any pricft or miniftcr at any time, though he 
may have the pricft to confefs him unto. 

7. Item, That he bclieveth that Luther, Wickliffc, 
Dr. Barnes, and all others that have held againft the fa- 
crament of the altar, and fuffcred death by lire or other- 
wife for the maintenance of the faid opinion, were good 
men, and faithful fervants and martyrs of Chrift in fo 
living and dying. 

8. Item, That he hath and doth believe, that no faft, 
rayer, or to do alms-deeds, is a thing utterly unprofita- 
lc ; for if a man fliall be faved, he fliall be faved with- 
out doing of them; and if lie fliall be damned, they 
fliall not help him, or do him any good at all. 

9. Item, That the faid Wats of late coming into open 
court at the feflions before the lord Rich, fir Henry Ty- 
rel, kniglit, Anthony Brown, cfquirc, and others, and 
being then and there examined, did openly confefs, that 
he had refufed to come to the church, and to hear there 
the divine fcrvice, and to receive the facrament of the 
altar, according to the order of the church : becaufe that 
hke as the fervice of the church fct out in the days of the 
late king Edward VI. was faid and alledged to be abo- 
minable, heretical, fchifmatical, and altogether naught; 
fo he the faid Thomas Wats, then arid there faid openly 
before the faid commiffioners, that all that is now ufed 
and done in the church, is abominable, heretical, fchif- 
matical, and altogether naught: and that he did alfo 
then utter, before the faid commiffioners, other errone- 
ous and arrogant words, to the hurt of his foul, and 
to the evil example of the people there prefent. 

10. Item, That he the faid Thomas, by reafofi of the 
Prcmifes, was, and is to be taken, had, reputed, and 
lodged as an heretic, and for the fame, by order of 
'he ecclefiaftical laws, is to be declared accurfed; and I 



being bbftinate and incorrigible, is to be delivered to 
the fecular power, to be puniflied as an heretic. 

it. Item, That he, over and above all thefe offen- 
ces and trefpaffes aforcfaid, had alfo added this tref- 
pafs, namely, That he had believed and deliberately 
Lid, that the church of Rome, in her rites, ceremo- 
nies, facraments, inftitutions, and traditions, is the fyna- 
gogue of Satan; and therefore that he had affenred and 
agreed in opinion with one John Tooly,- of late hanged 
at Charing-crofs, w ho at the time of his execution deft- 
red the people to pray to be delivered from the ty- 
ranny of the bifhop of Rome, with all his enormi- 
ties; as much as to fay, that his authority and doings 
were tyranny, and had all enormities and iniquities 
in them. 

12. Item, That the premifes and every part thereof 
be true,- notorious, manifeft, and openly fpoken and 
talked of amongft the honeft and credible perfons in 
great, multitude; and that of all and Angular the 
fame within Billerica aforcfaid, and other places there- 
about, being of the diocefe of London, there is a com- 
mon voice and fame thereof. 

The ANSWER of Mr. THOMAS WATS to the 
. aforcfaid ARTICLES. 

TO the firft he faid and confefTed the fame to be 
true in every part thereof. 
To the fecond article he anfwered, that he believeth 
in all the facraments according to Chrift's inftitution, 
arid the catholic church; but not according to the bifliop 
of Rome's church : and further faid, that he doth not 
believe now as he had done in times paft; for in times 
paft he believed as the church then believed, but now 
lie doth not fo believe; for the church of Rome had de- 
ceived us, and therefore he faid he did not believe as the 
church of Rome believeth, but as Chrift hath taught 
him; and further faid, that he was fo taught to believe 
by the preaching of Mr. Alvey, and others whofe names 
he remembereth not, who did preach the word of God 
truly and finccrcly. 

To the third he anfwered, that he hath and doth be- 
lieve that Chrift's body is in heaven, and no where elfe: 
and further, that he never will believe that Chrift's body 
is in the facrament. 

To the fourth he anfwered, confefling and firmly be- 
lieving the fame to be true. 

To the fifth, That he did believe that the mafs is 
abominable, and that he will not so one jot from that 
his belief. J 

To the fixth, That he neither did, riof yet doth be- 
lieve, that the prieft can abfolve him from his fins : 
howbeit, he denieth not that it is good to aftc counfel at 
the prieft's mouth; 

Jo the feventh he fard, That he knew not what the 
opinions of the faid perfons named in the faid article 
were; and in cafe the faid perfons did believe, that 
the body and blood of Chrift were really and in very 
deed in the facrament of the altar, then that they were 
not good men. But in cafe they did believe that the 
body and blood of Chrift was not in the facrament of 
the altar really and truly, then he believed that they 
were good men. 

To the eighth he faid, That he had hot fpoken as 
is contained in this article; but he hath and doth believe, 
that fafting, prayers, and alms-deeds be works of a 
lively faith. 

To the ninth he confefTed, That he did utter and 
fpeak, as in this article is contained, and further he 
defired God that he might die in that faith and belief 
wherein he now is. 

To the tenth he anfwered and faid, That he will 
fubmit himfelf herein to the order of the law; and fur- 
ther faid, that he tfufteth that with God he fliall be 
blcfTed, although with men he be accurfed. 

To the eleventh he faid, he believed that the bifhop 
of Rome is a mortal enemy to Chrift and his church. 
And as for Tooly he faid, he did never fee or know him; 
but in cafe the faid Tooly did wifli and pray as is con- 
tained in the article, then he did likewife wifrtand oon- 
fent with him therein, 

Xx To 
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To the twelfth he anfwexed, That all which before 
he confeffed to be true, is alfo true; and all that he 
hath denied to be true, he denicth again to be true, 
and believeth the fame to be according to fuch things 
as he hath confeffed. 

By me THOMAS WATS. 

Thefe articles thus propounded and anfwered, the 
Hfhop commanded him to appear again in the fame 
place at three o'clock in the afternoon, upon the fame 
day ; when after many perfuafions to caufe him to recant, 
he ordered him to depart, and come again on Saturday 
at eight o'clock in the morning. V\ here the bifhop 
being abfent, Dr. Nicholas Harpsfield, as then being 
his deputy, earneftly exhorted him to deny his opini- 
ons. But Wats being ftill refolute, Dr. Harpsfield 
ordered him to appear there again upon Friday, being 
the ioth day of the fame month of May. Upon which 
day the bifhop fent for him privately into his cham- 
ber, but finding all perfuafion in vain he was again dif- 
miffed until Friday the 17th of May, and then com- 
manded Eo appear in the confiftory ; w hen being con- 
demned he was delivered- to the fheriffs of London, and 
by them fent to Newgate, where he remained until the 
othof June, or (as fome affert) to the 22d of May: 
at which time he was carried to Chelmsford, to Mr. 
Scot's houfe, which was an inn, where, as they were 
earing with Mr. Haukes and the reft that came down 
•to their burning, they prayed together both before and 
after their meat. , , ,. .,, 

Then Mr. Wats went and prayed privately by himfelf, 
and afterwards came to his wife and fix children, when 
having exhorted them to remain ftedfaft in the true 
faith, bade them farewell, kifTed them all, and was 
carried to the fire. 

. At the rtake, after he had kiffed it, he fpake to my 
lord Rich thefe or the like words : My lord, faid he, 
beware, beware, for you do againft your own confeience 
herein, and without you repent, the Lord will avenge 
it : for you are the caufe of this my death. Thus did 
this good martyr offer his body to the fire, in defence 
ofthetrucgofpelof Jefus Chrift 

In the beginning of this month about Whitfuntide, 
vain rumour was fpread about in London of the fafe 
delivery of the queen, and the birth of the expefted 
child. Bells were rung, bonfires and proceffions made, 
not only in the city of London, and in moft other parts 
of the realm, but alfo in the town of Antwerp, guns 
were fired upon the river by the Englifh fhips, and the 
mariners rewarded with an hundred piftolets or Italian 
crowns by the lady regent, who was the queen of Hun- 
gary. Several preachers, particularly the parfon of St. 
Ann within Alderfgate, after procefiion and Te Deum 
fung, took upon them to defcribc the prince; but foon 
after the people were certified, that the queen neither 
was then delivered, nor even after in hopes to have a 

Ch A* "proclamation was now iffued for the reftraining all 
books and writings, tending againft the doctrine of the 
Pope and his church. The book of common fervice 
fet forth by authority of parliament in the time of King 
Edward VI. was prohibited — in the fteadof which were 
only allowed popifh books, particularly the Lady's Mat- 
tins or catholic Primmer, containing prayers to the 
faints and Virgin Mary. 

\RTICLES to be inquired upon by the Wardens of 
every Company, touching /editions Books especially 
ronceminv; the Book called, A WARNING for 
ENGLAND. 1 

1 . Whether they have feen any of the aforefaid books. 

2. Whether they have heard of any of the faid books. 

3. Where they were, and in what place they have 
feen them. 

4. Whom they know to have lately come from be- 
yond the fea, efpecially from Zurich, Strafburgh, 
Frankfort, Wefel, Embden, and Doefburgh. 

c Whom they know or vehemently fufpccT: to be 
common carriers of letters, or money thither from hence. 



6. That they bring to my lord mayor all fuch fedi- 
tious books as they have, or fhall have found hereafter. 

In this proclamation the reader will eafily difcover 
the profound and learned cenfure of the Roman catholic 
church, what books they diflike and reject as heretical, 
fchifmatical, and pernicious. On which catholic cen- 
fure of the learned fathers, we have not leifure at pre- 
fent to enlarge ; neither is it neceffary in this place to 
enter into a particular defence of the authors here con- 
demned. Suffice it therefore, to take a general view of 
the ridiculous (not to fay blafphemous) matter contain- 
ed in fome of the popifh books ; which by being con- 
trafted with the doctrines of the oppofite fide, may 
give an opportunity of judging the better, which is 
moft agreeable to God's holy word and truth, and of 
difcerning between the true catholic church and the 
mother of abominations. 

And firft to begin with the primmer in Englifh, 
for children, printed with a privilege according to 
the king and queen's majefty's letters patent, in the 
reign of queen Mary. Let us repeat and furvey fome 
part of the faid primmer. 

To Thomas Becket, Archbifhop of Crnterbury. 

" By the Mood of Thomas, which he for thee did (pend. 
Make us, Chrirt, to climb, where Thomas did afeend." 

Of St. Nicholas. 
" OGod, which haft glorified bleffed St. Nicholas, thy holy 
biftiop, with innumerable miracles, grant, we befeech thee, that 
by his merits and prayers we may be delivered from the fire of hell. 

Of Mary Magdalen. 
«« Grant, we befeech thee, thy mercy, to let her purchafe fjs 
us the blifs everlafting." &c. 

Another Prayer to our Lady. 
" The dolorous paflion of God's fweet mother, 
Bring us to the blifs of Almighty God the Father," &c. 
Another. 

•« Hail queen mother of mercy, our life, our fweetnefs, 
ipe. Unto thee do we cry and figh, 



hope. Unto thee do we cry and figh, weeping a 
Come off therefore our patronefs ; caft upon us thy pitiful eyes, 
and after this our banifhment, fhew to us the bleffed fruit of thy 
womb. O gate of glory, be for us a reconciliation unto the 
Father and the Son, &c. &c. 

Likewife the Lady's Pfalter, produced by Bonaven- 
ture, a feraphical doctor, bifhop alfo and cardinal, ca- 
nonized moreover by popeSixtus IV. in the year 1482, 
for a faint in the kalendar. In the fecond part of his 
whole works, (which were printed at Argentine, anno 
1495) to fhew himfelf a devout fervant to his lady, he 
hath taken every pfalm of David's Pfalter, put out the 
name of the Lord, and fubftituted the name of our 
Lady. This being done through the whole Pfalms and 
every one of them, it is now called our Lady's Pfal- 
ter, ufed to be fung and faid in the praife and fer- 
vice of our Lady. A brief fpecimen whereof, for ex- 
ample's fake, we thought proper here to exhibit unto 
the reader as followeth. 

The Title of the Pfalter in Englifh. 
« Here beginneth the Pfalter of the bleffed Virgin, made by 
the feraphical doctor St. Bonaventure, bifhop of Alban, and 
cardinal of the holy church of Rome. 
1. « T>LESSED is the man which underftandeth thy name, 
O virgin Mary, thy grace fhall comfort his foul. 
Thou fhalt bring forth in him the moft plentiful fruit of juftice, 
being watered as it were with fountains of water. All women 
thou furpafleft in beauty of thy body ; all angels and archangels, 
in the excellency of thy holinefs. Thy mercy and thy grace is 
magnified every where. Glory be to the Father, &c. 

2. Why do your enemies fret and imagine vain things againft 
us r let thy right hand defend us, O mother of God, terribly 
confounding and deftroying them as a fword. Come unto her 
all ye that labour and are troubled, and fhe will give reft unto 
vour fouls. Come unto her in your temptations, and her loving 
countenance fhall eftabliih and comfort you. Blefs her with all 
your heart, for the earth is full of her mercy. Glory be to the 
Father, &c. . 

3. Why are they fo many, O lady, that trouble me? in 
thy fury thou fhalt perfecute and deftroy them. Loofe the bonds 
of our impiety, and tajce away the burden of our fins. Have 
mercy upon me, O lady, and heal my infirmity. Take away my 
forrow and the anguifh of my heart. Deliver me not into the 
hands of mine enemies, and in the day of my death comfort ny 
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il Brine me unto the haven of falvation, and reflorc my fpi- 
uWmVnnker and creator'. Glor^beto the FarheiV'&c. 
4 When I calk-H to thee, thou heardft, O my lady, and 
t of thy high throne thou didlt vonchfafe to . think upon me. 
1 the roaring of them that prepare themfelves to devour me. 
iut of the hands of fuch as fc-ek after my life, thy grace fhajl 

ftenTtb^can^^ thou, O lady, 

for ever, and thy majelty for ever and ever. Glorify her all na- 
tions of the earih." &c. 

r -'< Hear my word*, O lady, &c. turn our mourning Into 
gladnels, and our. trouble Into rejoicing. Let our enemies fall 
before our tret, and with thy power dallt their heads m pieces. 

6. •' O lady, fi.ffer me not to be rebuked i.i God's anger, 
nor to be chr.rtcr.cd in hi? -heavy difpleafure, &c. I' mm the 
gate and deep pit of hell, witnlthy holy prayers deliver us. Let 
iV cverlam'ne L'a'tcs be opened, that we may (hew forth thy mar- 
vellons works for ever. Becaufe the' dead, nor they that he in 
hell, (hall not praife thee, O lady, but they which obtain hy thy 
grace life everlafting," &c. &c. &c. . . . 

' This, it is prefumed, is fufficicnt fpccimetf of the 
pfalms. of popery. ' 

Account of THOMAS OSMOND, WILLIAM 
BAMFORDi and THOMAS OSBORNE,. .&c, ■ 

MENTION was made before in the ftory of Tho- 
mas Haukes, of fix prifoners beiides, which were 
fent down with him to Eflexthe fame time as he went 
to execution. Of which fix prifoners, three were fent 
to be burnt, the other three to recant, and to.dope- 
nance: of whom, it follpweth next to treat. The names 
of the fix were . thefe, Thomas Ofmond, fuller, William 
iBamford, alias Butler, weaver, Thomas Ofborne, ful- 
ler, Nicholas Chamberlain, weaver, Thornas Brodehill, 
weaver, Richard Web, weaver, being all, of. the town 
of Coxhall. All which men, next after the examinations 
of Thomas Haukes and Thomas Wats, were lent- up 
to bifiiop Bonner to be examined, by the earl of Oxford 
and fir Philip Paris, knight, a letter alio being fent 
.with them, and were brought before' the; faid bifiiop 
the 17th of the faid month, to be examined apon di- 
-vers andTundry articles min.iftered and 'objected ..again ft 
them ; whereunto they were compelled toanfvver, and 
put their hands' to the fame : the copy of . w^ich their 
articles, and anfu ers, being all in one form- and cii'xr, 
hcreYoliow'cth. 

The COPY of ibe ARTICLES objected againft THO- 
MAS OSMOND, WILLIAM BAM FORD, and 
NICHOLAS CHAMBERLAIN. 

FIRST, That thou Thomas Ofmond, fuller, waft 
and art of the parilh of Coxhall, withinr the dio? 
cefe of London, and thou haft not believed nor dofl 
believe, that there is here in the earth one catholic and 
univerfal whole church, which doth hold" and believe 
. all the faith and religion ofChrift, and all t.he : peceila- 
ry articles and facraments of the fame. 

2. Item, That thou haft not believed nor doft believe,' 
that thou art ncccflarily bounded under the pain of the 
damnation of thy foul, to give full faith and credence 
unto the faid catholic and univerfal church, and to the 
-faith and religion of the fame in all neceflary points of 
the faid faith and religion, without doubting or waver- 
ing in the faid faith and religion; or in any part thereof. 
'3. Item, That thou haft not believed that the faith 
and religion, which both the church of Rome, Jtaly, 
'- Spain, England, France, Ireland, Scotland, and all 

• otherchurchesin F.urope, being true members and pans 

• of the faid catholic and univerfal church, do believe 
- and teach, is both agreeing with the faith and religion 

' • of Chrift, and alfo i"s the very true faith and religion 

• which all chriftian.people ought to believe, dbferve, fol- 
: low, and keep'; but contrartwife, thou haft believed and 
v drJft believe, that that faith and religion which the laid 
■• church of Rome, and all the other churches aTorclaid, 
7 have heretofore believed, and do believe, is falfc, erro- 

' • nedub ; , and naught, and in no wife ought to be believed, 
obfcrved, fecpl, and followed of any chriltiati pcrfbn. 
4! hem',' That albeit it be true, that in the facrameht 
' of the altar there is +n fubftance the very body and blood 
■of our Saviour Chrift under the forms'of bread and wine; 
' and albeit lhatf- it be io believed, taught and preached 



undoubtedly in - the faid church of Rome, and all other" 
churches'aforefaid, yet thou haft not fb ! believed, nd 
doft fo'believe, but con'trafiwife, thoti haft believed " 
and doft believe firmly and ftedfafily, that tHcre is not 
the faid facfament of the alrar, Under the faid forms of 
bread and wine, the vcty fubftance of Chrift's body and 
blood, but that there is only the fubftance of material 
and common bread and . wine, with the form thereof, 
and that the faid material and common bread. and 
wine are only the figns and tokens. ,pf Chrift's body and 
blood, and are by faith received only for a> remembrarice 
of Chrift's body and blood, and are by faith to be re-f 
ceived only for a remembrance of Chrift's paffion' and 
death, w ithdut any fuch fubftance of Chrift's body and 
blood at all. 

5. Item, That thou haft believed and taught, and 
haft openly fpoke and defended, and fo doft believe, 
think, maintain, and defend, that the very true receiv- 
ing and eating of 'Chrift's body and blood is only to take 
material and common bread, and to break it and di- 
ftribute it among the people, remembering thereby the 
paffibn and death of Chrift only. 

6. Item, That thou haft Iikewife believed, thought, 
aiidfpoken that the' m'afs, now ufed in the realm of 
England, and other the churches aforefaid, is abomina- 
ble and naught,' and full of idolatry, and is of the ordi- 
nance of the pope, and not of the inftitution of Chrift, 
and hath no'gopdnefs in it, faving the Gloria in Excel- 
fis, the epiftlcahd gofpel, and therefore thou haft not, 
nor wilt come to be p'refent at mafs, nor receive the facra- 
meht of the altar, riorany other fa'cramcrft of the church, 
as they arc now ul'ed io the realm of England, &c: ;r ' : ' 

7. Item, That 'thou haft in times pad believed, and 
yet doft now believe', that auricular confefTibn.is ridt ne- 
ceflary to be made unto the prieft, but is a thing ftiper- 
fluoils, 'void, and naught, only to. be made to God and 
to none" other perfoii. And likewife thou haft 'can- 
dci.,ti d a, fi.ptrflr,' i\ vain, . id unprpfit Lie, ail ttife 
^r^n-fonKS f the ditirc'h, and th>, fen ce or ttv fame 1 
ind iafiM d tlfatnol ty\ C in the rh\ ch ought to be 
faid but in the Englilh' tdngue, and if it be othetwi'fe, 
it is unlawful and naught. '. ' ' . " 

' S. -Item; That'their "being notoriotlflyand openly fuf- 
pcfted for an heretic, and a perfon culpable in the pfe*- 
mifes, waft of late called and brought before the earl 
of Oxford, and Mr. Philip Paris, and there waft charged 
with die faid heretics, and wouldft not come to the 
chVftfi to be cpnfeffed and receive the faid facramerit as 
other chriftian people did, but utterly didft refufe to do 
the fame, thou, waft by the faid earl of Oxford, and Mr. 
Philip Paris, fent up by a conftablc unto me biftiop of 
London, and was by them denounced, detected, and 
put up to n1c as an heretic and mifbelicving perfon. 

..9.. Item, That thou haft known and believed, thou 
doft know arid believe, or at lcaft thou haft credibly 
heard-, reported, fpoken, and faid, that-.aiVa.nd all man- 
ner of p'erfons, which do teach, preach, or hold any 
thing concerning the facraments ot the church, or any 
of the articles of faith, otherwife than is found already 
difcuffed and determined by our mother the holy 
church, or doth call into doubt or queftion that 
thing which is. already decided or determined by the 
church, or that willingly, or wittingly .do utter, openly 
oriprivily, any fianderous or biafphemous. words con- 
ccrningithc. faid facraments or. any of tbem, or that ido 
preach, teach, or keep any feci: or kind of herefy, againft 
the wholefome doctrine of the church, and do wittingly 
or obftinatcly defend the feci or kind of herefy, are - by 
the. canons of the « hole and univerfal catholic church, 
and alfo by the ecclefiaftical laws: of this church of 
England, by their fo doing, accurfed; with that curfe, 
which :doth feparace-them from the entry into the 
church,- from the receiving of the facraments, and 
from the company of faithtui people, and are (in con- 
tinuing in this .fad fefft and herefy) tp be pronounced, 
declared and taken .'or heretics, and to be delivered 
to the feeular powcr.and by the laws temporal of this 
realm of England, and the cuftom ot the fame, to be 
by the faid frcular power put to death, and burnt for 
this faid .feCt and herefy. - 
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10. Item, That thou, by reafon of the premifes, 
waft and art to be pronounced, taken, had, reputed, 
and judged, for a manifeft and open, wilful and obfti- 
nate heretic, for a wicked and curfed perfon, and to 
be punifhed accordingly for the fame, according to 
the faid canon laws, ufages, and cuftoms. 

The ANSWERS 'of THOMAS OSMOND, WIL- 
LIAM BAMFORD, and NICHOLAS CHAM- 
BERLAIN, to the afore/aid ARTICLES. 

TO the firft they anfwered and confefled the fame 
to be true, except that they do believe that there 
is here in earth one catholic and whole church, and 
that the fame church doth hold and believe, as is con- 
tained in this article. 

To the fecond they anfwer and believe the faid arti- 
cle not to be true ; for they fay that they have arid do 
believe that they are neceffarily bounden, under pain of 
damnation of their foul, to give full faith and credence 
unto the faid catholic church, and to the faith and re- 
ligion of the fame, in all necen"arv points of the fame 
faith and religion, without wavering or doubting in 
any part thereof. 

To the third they anfwer, That the church of Rome, 
and other churches mentioned in this article, be not 
true members and parts (as they be ufed in faith and 
religion) of the catholic church of Chrift, and that the 
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faith and religion, ufed in the faid churches i 
agreeabl 



1 rehgion, 
: with the 



the church of Chrift, but is fal'fe and 



erroneous. 

To the fourth they anftver and fay, That howfoever 
the faid churches of Rome and others of Chriftcndom 
have and do believe touching the facrarnent of the 
altar, yet they do believe that in the facrament, under 
the forms of bread and wine, there is not the very fub- 
ftancc of Chrift's body and blood, but that there is 
only the fubftance of material bread and wine, and 
that the fame material bread and wine be only the figns 
and tokens of Chrift's body and blood, and arc tq bp 
received only Tor a remembrance of Chrift's paffion 
and death, without any fubftancc of Chrift's body and 
blood at all. 



To the fifth article they anfwer, That the true re- 
ceiving and eating of Chrift's body, according to 
Chrift's inftitution, is to take, diftributc, and eat ma- 
terial bread, and thereby to remember the paflion and 
death of Chrift, and fo receive by faith (as they believe} 
Chrift's body and blood, and not otherwife. 

To the fixth they anfwer, The fame to be true in 
every part thereof, except that over and befides the 
Gloria in Excelfis, the cpiftle and gofpcl, which they 
believe to be good, they believe the Pater-nofter and 
Creed ufed in the mafs to be alfo good. 

To the feventh they anfwer and confefs, That auri- 
cular confeflion is not neceflary to be made to the 
prieft ; neverthelcfs they think it is necefTary to go to 
fuch a prieft as is able to give good counfel ; and that 
for counfel only, and not otherwife. And as concern- 
ing the ceremonies of the church, they anftver the 
fame to be vain and unprofitable. No fervice.in 
the church ought to be faid but only in the Englilh 
tongue. 

To the eighth they anfwer, and believe the fame to 
be true in every part thereof, except that they do not 
believe that they be heretics, or fufpccled of herefy. 

To the ninth, Ofmond and Bamford anfwered, That 
they referred th'emfelves to the faid Jaws meritioned in 
that article ; but Chamberlain made no anfwer at all 
to this article. 

To the tenth, the faid Ofmond atid Bamford an- 
fwered and faid, T hat by reafon of their belief before 
by them confeffed, they are not to be reputed, taken; 
or adjudged for wilful and obftinate heretics, -nor to 
be puniftied therefore, as is declared in thai article. 
The other anfwered nothing. 

Thefe articles thus .propounded and anfwered, they 
were difmilTed till the afternoon. At Which time they 
did again appear, arid were fen r away again until the 
next day, being Saturday, the 18th of May; when be- 
ing condemned, they we're delivered to the ThcrHts, 
and then to the fhcriff of Eflcx, and by 'him were 
executed, Chamberlain at Colcheftcr, the 14th of 
June; Thomas Ofmond at Matiiflgtree ; and William 
Bamford, alias Butler, at Harwich, the "15th of June. 



X. 



The LIFE, ACTS, and MARTYRDOM of the Rev. Mr. JOHN BRADFORD, zvbo, together zvilb Mr. 
JOHN LEAF, was burned in SMI TH Fl ELD, in the blmdy Reign s/OLELN MARY I. 



MR. John Bradford was born at Manchefter in 
Lancafhire ; his parents brought him up in 
learning from his infancy, until he attained fuch 
knowledge in the Latin tongue, and fkill in writings 
that he was able to gain his own living in fome honeft 
condition. Then he became fcrvant to fir John Har- 
rington, knight, who in the great affairs of king Henry 
VIII. and Edward VI. which he had in hand when he 
was treafurer of the king's camps and buildings, at 
divers times, in Boulognois, had fuch experience of 
Mr. Bradford's activity in writing, his expertnefs in 
the art of auditors, as alfo his faithful truftinefs, that 
not only in thofe affairs, but in many others of .his 
private bufinefs, he trufted Mr. Bradford before 

Mr. Bradford continued feveral years in an honeft 
and thriving way, after the courfe of this world, if his 
mind could have fo liked, or had been given to the 
world as many others be. But the Lord, which had 



elected him unto a better function, and pre-ordained 
him to preach the gofpel of Chrift, called this . his 
chofen fervant to the underftanding and partaking ,of 
the fame.gofpel. In which call he was fo truly taught, 
that forthwith his effectual call, was perceived by the 
■fruits. For then he fprfook his worldly affairs and 
forward nefs in worldly wealth, and after a juft account 
given to his mafter of all his doings, he departed from 
him, and with marvellous favour to further the king- 
dom of God by theminiftry of his holy word, he gave 
himftlf wholly to the ftudy of the holy fcriptures. 
And the better to accompli fh his defign, he -departed 
from the Temple at London, and « cnt down to the 
univerfity at Cambridge, to learn by God's law how 
to further the building of the Lord's temple. In 
Cambridge his diligence in ftudy, his profiting an 
knowledge and pious eonvcrfat ion, fo pleafed all 
men, that within a few years after he had been 
there, the univerfity gave hitn the degree of mafter of 

Immediately after, the maftcrand fcllowsof Pembroke 
Hall gave him fellow (hip -in iheir college with-th^m, and 
that 
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that good man, Martin Bricer, fo liked him, that he 
held him not only moft dear unto him, but alio 
oftentimes exhorted him to beftow his talent in 
preaching. To which Mr. Bradford always anfwered, 
that he was unable to ferve in that office through want 
of learning. To which Bucer was wont to reply, fay- 
ing, if thou haft not fine wheat bread, yet give the 
poor people barley- bread, or whatfoever elfe the Lord 
hath committed unto thee. And while Mr. Bradford 
was thus perfuaded to enter into the miniflry, Dr. 
Ridley, that worthy bifliop of London, and glorious 
martyr of Chrift, according to the order that was then 
in the church of England, called him to take the de- 
gree of deacon. Which order, becaufc it was not with- 
out fome abufc, as to which Mr. Bradford would not 
confent, and the bifliop perceiving that he was willing 
to enter into the miniflry, was content to ordain him 
■ deacon without any abufc, even as he defircd. This 
being done, he obtained from him a licenfe to preach, 
and gave him a prebend in his cathedral church of St. 
Paul's. 

In this preaching office Mr. Bradford diligently la- 
boured for the fpace of three years. 

On the 13th of Auguft, in the firft year of the reign 
of queen Mary, Mr. Bourne, then bifliop of Bath, 
made a feditious fcrmon at Paul's Crofs, in London, 
to fet popery abroad in fuch fort, that it moved the 
people to great indignation, being aimofV ready to pull 
him out of the pulpit. Neither could the reverence 
of the place, nor the prefence of bifliop Bonner, who 
was then his mailer, nor yet the command of the 
mayor of London, whom the people ought to have 
obeyed, ftay their rage: but the more they fpake, the 
more the people were incenfed. At length Mr. 
Bourne feeing the people in fuch a mood, and himfelf 
in fuch peril, defircd Mr. Biadford, who flood in the 
palpi; behind him, to Come forth, and to ftand in his 
place and fpeak 10 the people. Good Mr. Bradford 
at his requeft v. as content, and there fpake to the peo- 
ple of godly and quiet obedience. Whom as foon as 
the people heard begin to fpeak unto them, they were 
fo glad that they gave a great fliout. The tumult 
foon ceafed, and in the end each man departed quietly 
to his houfe. 

Thus Bourne for that time, through Bradford's 
means, efcaped bodily death : but God hath his judg- 
ment to be ihewed in the time appointed. 

The fame Sunday in the afternoon, Mr. Bradford 
preached at Bow church in Cheapfide, and reproved 
the people fliarply for their feditious mifdemcanor. 
After this he abode flill in London, with an innocent 
confcicnce, to try what would come of his juft doing. 

Within three days after, he was fent for to the Tower 
of London, where the queen then was, to appear be- 
fore the council. There he was charged with this act 
of faving Bourne, which act they there called fedi- 
tious, and alfo objected againft him for preaching, and 
fo by them he was committed firft to the Tower, then 
to the King's Bench in Soutbvvark, and after his con- 
demnation he was fent to the Compter in the Poultry 
in London ; in which two places he preached twice a 
day continually, unlefs ficknefs hindered him. He 
did not eat above one meal a day, which was but very 
little when he took it ; and his continual ftudy was 
upon his knees. 

In the afternoon before he was had to Newgate, 
walking in the keeper's chamber, fuddenly the keeper's 
wife came up as one half amazed, and iteming much 
troubled, being almoft out of breath, faid, Oh Mr. 
Bradford, I come to . bring you heavy news. What is 
that? faid he. To-morrow, faid flie, you muft be 
bunted; and your chain is now a-buying, and you 
muft foon go to Newgate. With that Mr. Bradford 
put off his cap, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, faid, 
I thank God for it; 1 have looked for the fame a 
Jong time, and therefore it Cometh not now to me 
fuddenly, but as a thing waited for every day and hour; 
the Lord made me worthy thereof! and fo thanking 
her for her kindnefs, departed up unto his chamber, 
where he continued in private prayer for fome time. 
The time they carried him to Newgate was about 11 
16. 



or 12 o'clock at night. « hen it was thought none would 
be ftirring abroad ; and yef, contrary to their expecta- 
tion, there was in Cheapfide and other places (between 
the Compter and Newgate) a great multitude of people 
that came to fee him, who molt gently bade him farewel, 
praying for him with moft lamentable and pitiful tears; 
and he again moft gently bade them farewel, praying 
moft heartily for them and their welfare. 

It was nine o'clock in the morning before Mr. 
Bradford was brought into Smithfield; who, ingoing 
from Newgate thitherward, efpied a friend of his 
vthom he loved, ftanding on one lide of the way, unto 
whom he reached his hand over the people, and pluck- 
ed him to him, and delivered to him from his head his 
velvet night-cap, and alfo his handkerchief, with other 
things, and after a little private talk with him, ihcy 
parted; when immediately came to him- a brother-in- 
law of his, called Roger Hefw ick, who as foon as he had 
taken the faid Mr. Bradford by the hand, one of the 
fheriffsof London, Mr. Woodrofe, came with his ftafF 
and brake the faid Roger Bcfw ick's head, that the 
blood run about his fliouldcrs; which fight Mr. Brad- 
ford beholding with grief, bade his brother farewel, de- 
j firing him to recommend him to his mother and the 
' reft of his friends, and fpecdily to go to fome furgeon; 
fo they parting, had little or no talk together. Then 
was he led forth to Smithfield, with a great company 
of armed men to guard him thither. Mr. Bradford 
now fell flat to the ground, fecretly making his prayers 
to Almighty God; then rifing again, and putting off 
his cloaths unto his fhirr, he went to the flake, and there 
fulfered with a young man of twenty years of age, joy- 
fully and conftantly, whofe name was John Leaf. 

He remained in the Tower from the month of Au- 
guft, 1553, to the 22d of January, 1555, upon which 
day he was called out to examination before Stephen, 
bifliop of Wincheflcr, and other commiffioners, the ef- 
fect of which examination and communication which 
parted between him and them, proccedcth in manner 
as follow c;h. 

The FIRST EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN 
BRADFORD before the LORD CHANCELLOR 
and others of the COUNCIL. 

A FTER the lord chancellor, and the reft of the 
_£\ queen's council in commiffion with him, had 
ended their talk with Farrar, late bifhop of St. David's, 
the under- marfhal of the King's Bench was command- 
ed to bring in John Bradford; who being come into 
the prefcnce of the council fitting at a table, kneeled 
down on his knee; but the loid chancellor immedi- 
ately commanded him to ftand up, and fo he did. 

When he was rifen, the lord chancellor fpake thus 
to him in effect: That he had been a long time juftly 
imprifoncd for his feditious behaviour at Paul's-crofs, 
the 13th of Anguft, in the year 1553, for his falfe 
preaching and arrogancy, taking upon him to preach 
without authority. But now, faid he, the time of mercy' 
is come, and therefore the queen's highnefs, minding to 
offer unto you mercy, hath by us fent for you, to de- 
clare and give the fame, if fo be you will with us re- 
turn: and if you will do as wc have done, you fliall find as 
wc have found, I warrant you. This was the fum of his 
words, and in manner the fame words which he fpake. 

To thefe words Mr. John Bradford fpake (after re- 
verent obcifance made) in this manner: My lord and 
lords all, J confefs that I have been long imprifoned, 
and (with humble reverence be it fpoken) unjullly, for 
that I did nothing feditioufly, falfely, or arrogantly, 
in word or fact, by preaching or othcrwife, but ra- 
ther fought truth, peace, and all godly quietnefs, as an 
obedient and faithful fubject, both in going about to 
ferve the Bifhop of Bath now, then Mr. Bourne, the 
preacher at the crofs, and in preaching for quietnefij 

Lord Chancellor. I know thou haft a glorious tongue, 
and goodly (hews thou makeft; but all is lies thou 
fpeakeft. And again, I have not forgot how ftubborn 
thou waft when thou waft befora us in the Tower, 
whereupon thou waft committed to prifon concerning 
religion; I have not forgotten thy behaviour and talk, 

Z z for 
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for which caufe thou haft been kept in prifon, as one 
that would have done more hurt than I will fpeak of. 

Bradford. My lord, I Hand as before you, fo before 
God, anddne day we fhall all ftand before him : the 
truth then will be the truth, though now ye will not fo 
take it; Yea, my lord, 1 dare fay, that my lord of 
Bath, Mr. Bourne, will witnefs with me, that I fought 
his fafeguard with the peril of mine own life. 

Bonner. That is not true j for I myfelf did fee thee 
take upon thee too much. 

Bradford. No, I took nothing upon me undefircd, 
and that of Mr. Bourne himfelf, as, if he were prefent, 
1 dare fay he would affirm. For he defired me both 
to help him, to pacify the people, and alfo not to leave 
him till he was in fafety. And as for my behaviour in 
the Tower, and talk before your honours, if 1 did or 
faid any thing that did not befeem me, if your lord- 
ihips would tell me wherein it was, I fhould and would 
prefently make you anfwer. 

Lord Chancellor. Well, to leave this matter: how fay- 
eft thou now ? wilt thou return again, and do as we have, 
and thou fhalt receive the queen's mercy and pardon. 

Bradford. My lord, I defire mercy with God's mercy, 
but mercy with God's wrath, God keep me from: al- 
though (I thank God therefore) my confeience doth 
not accufe, that I did fpeak any thing why 1 mould 
need to receive the queen's mercy or pardon. For all 
that ever I did or fpake, was both agreeable to God's 
Jaws, and the laws of the realm at that prefent, and 
did tend much to quietnefs. 

Lord Chancellor. 1 know well enough that we (hall 
have glorious talk enough of thee: be fure, that as 
thou haft deceived the people with falfe and devilifh 
doctrine, fo {halt thou receive. 

Bradford. I have not deceived the people, nor taught I 
any other doctrine, than by God's grace 1 am,' and 
hope fhall be ready to confirm with my blood. And 
as for the devilifhnefs and falfenefs in the doctrine, I 
would be forry you could fo prove it. 

Durham. Why, tell me, what fay you by the mini- 
fixation of the communion, as now you know it is? 

Bradford. My lord, here I muft defire of your lord- 
fhip and of all your honours a queftion, before I dare 
make you an anfwer to any interrogatory or queftion, 
wherein you now begin. I have been fix times fworn 
that 1 fhall in no cafe confent to the practifing qf any 
jurifdiction, or any authority on the bilhop of Rome's 
behalf within this realm of England. Now, before 
God, I humbly pray your honours to tell me whether 
you afk me this queftion by his authority, or no? If 
you do, I dare not, nor may anfwer you any thing in 
his. authority, which you fhall demand of me, except 
I would be forfworn, which God forbid. 

Secretary Bourne. Haft thou been fworn fix times ? 
what office haft thou borne ? 

Bradford. I was thrice fworn in Cambridge, when I 
was admitted mafter of arts, when I was admitted fel- 
low of Pembroke-hall, and when I was there, the vi- 
litors came thither and fware the univerfity. Again, 
I was fworn when I entered into the miniftry, when I 
had a prebend given me, and when I was fworn to 
ferve the king a little before his death. 

Mr. Rochefter. My lords, I never knew wherefore 
this man was in prifon before now: but I fee well 
that it had not been good that this man had been 
abroad : what the caufe was that he was put in prifon, 
I know not; but I now well know that not without a 
caufe he was, and is" to be kept in prifon. 

Secretary Bourne. Yea, it was reported this parlia- 
ment time by the earl of Derby, that he. hath done 
more hurt by letters, and exhorting thofe that have 
come to him in religion, than ever he did when he was 
abroad by preaching. In his letters he curfeth all that 
teach any falfe dodtrine (for fo he calleth that which is 
not according to that he taught), and moft heartily 
exhorteth them to whom he writcth to continue ftili 
in that they have received by him, and fuch like as he 
is. All which words feveral of the council affirmed. 
Whereunto the faid Mr. Bourne added, faying, How 
fay you, fir, have you not thus feditioufly written and 
exhorted the people ? 



Bradford. I have not written nor fpoken any thing 
feditioufly, neither (I thank God therefore) have I ad- 
mitted any feditious thought, nor truft ever fhall do. 
Secretary Bourne. Yea, thou haft not written letters. 
Lord Chancellor. Why fpeakeft thou not? Haft thou 
not written as he faith ? 

Bradford. What I have written, I have written. 
Lord Chancellor. We fhall never have done with thee, 
1 perceive now : be fhorr, wiit thou have mercy ? 

Bradford. My lords, if 1 may live as a quiet fubjccl 
without clog of confeience, I fhall -heartily thank you 
for your pardon ; if otherwife I behave myfelf, then I 
am in danger of the law : in the mean fcafl>n I afk no 
more than the benefit of a fubject till I be convicted 
of tranfgreffion. If I cannot have this, as hitherto I 
have not had, God's good will be done. 

Now after a little paufing, my lord chancellor be- 
gan again to declare, that the doctrine taught in king 
Edward's days was hcrefy, ufing for probation and de- 
monftration thereof, no fcripture nor reafon, but this ; 
that it ended with treafon and rebellion, fo that (faid 
he) the very end were enough to prove that doctrine to 
be naughr. 

Bradford. Ah my lord, that you could enter into 
God's fandtuary, and mark the end of this prefent 
doctrine that you now fo'magnify. 

Here my lord chancellor again offered mercy, and 
Bradford anfwered as before: Mercy with God's mer- 
cy fhould be welcome, but otherwife he fhould have 
none. Whereupon the lord chancellor rang a little 
bell to call in fomebody ; for there were few prefent 
befides thofe before named, and the bifhop of Wor- 
cefter. Now when one was come in, it is beft, faid 
Mr. fecretary Bourne, that you give the keeper a charge 
of this fellow. So the under marfhal was called in. 

Lord Chancellor. You fhall take this man to you, 
and keep him clofe without conference with any man, 
but by your knowledge, and fuffcr him not to write any 
letters, &c. for he is of another manner of charge to 
you now than he was before. And fo ihcy departed, 
Bradford looking as cheerfully as any man could do, 
declaring thereby even a defire to give his life for the 
confirmation of his faith and doctrine. 
The SECOND EXAMINATION in St. MARY 
OVERY's CHURCH, before the Lord Chancellor, 
and other Bishops, January 29, 1555. 

AFTER the excommunication of Mr. John Ro- 
gers, Mr. John Bradford was called in, and 
ftanding before the lord chancellor, and other bifhops, 
the lord chancellor having made a long fpcech, Mr. 
Bradford began : My lord, and my lords all, as 1 now 
ftand in your fight before you, fo 1 humbly befcech 
your honours to confider, that you fit in the feat of the 
Lord, who (as David doth witnefs) is in the congre- 
gation of judges, and fitteth in the midft of them 
judging: and as you would have your place to be by 
us taken as God's place, fo demonflratc yourfelves to 
follow him in your fitting ; that is, fcek no guiltlcfs 
blood, neither hunt by queftions to bring into a fnare 
them which are out of the fame. At this prefent I 
ftand before you guilty or guiltlefs, then proceed and 
give fentence accordingly : if guiltlefs, then give me the 
benefit of a fubject, which hitherto I could not have. 

Here the lord chancellor replied, and faid, that the 
faid Bradford began with a true fentence, That the 
Lord is in the midft of them that judge. But, faid he, 
this and all thy gefture declareth but hypocrify and vain 
glory. And further he endeavoured to clear himfelf 
that he fought not guiltlefs blood, and fo began a long 
procefs how that Bradford's fact at St. Paul's Crofs was 
prefumptuous and arrogant, and declared a taking upon 
him to lead rhe people, which could not but turn to 
much difquietnefs, in that thou (fpeaking to Bradford) 
was fo refractory and ftout in religion at that prefenr. 
For which as thou wcrt then committed to prifon, fo hi- 
therto thou haft been kept in prifon, where thou haft 
written letters to the great hurt of the queen's fubjects, 
as was credibly declared by the earl of Derby in the par- 
liamcnt-houfe. And to this he added, that the faid Mr. 

Bradford, 
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Bradford did- ftubbornly behave himfelf the laft Dime he 
was before them : and therefore not for any other thing 
now I demand of thee, faid he, but of and for thy doc- 
trine and religion. 

Brad. My lord, whete you acctife me of hypocrify and 
vain-giory, I mud and will leave it to the Lord's de- 
claration, who will one day open your's and rny truth 
and hearty meanings : in the mean feafon, I will con- 
tent myfelf with the teftimony of my own confcicnce, 
which if it yield to hypocrify, could not but have 
God to be my foe alfo ; and fo both God and man 
were againft me. And as for my fact at St. Paul's- 
Crofs, and behaviour before you at the Tower, 1 doubt 
not but God will reveal it to my comfort. For if ever 
I did any thing which God ufed to public benefit, I 
think that my deed was one, and yet for it I have 
been and am kept a long time in Prifon. And as 
for letters and religion, 1 anfwer as I did the laft time 
I was before you. 

Lord Chancellor. There didft thou fay ftubbornly and 
faucily, that thou wouldft manly maintain the erroneous 
doctrine in king Edward's days. 

Bradford. My lord, 1 faid the laft time I was before 
you, that I had fix times taken an oath, that I ftiould 
never confent to the practifing of any jurifdiction on (he 
bifhop of Rome's beh-.ilf, and therefore I durit not an- 
fwer to any thing that fhould be fo demanded, left 1 
fliould be forfworn, which God forbid. Howbeit, fa- 
ving my oath, 1 faid I was more confirmed in the 
doctrine fet forth publicly in the days of king Edward, 
than ever I was before 1 was put in prifon : and fo I 
thought 1 ftiould be, and yet think ftill I iball be found 
more ready to give my life as God will, for the confir- 
mation of the fame. . 

Lord Chancellor. I romember well that thou madeft 
much ado about needlefs matter, as though the oath.'.gainft 
the biftiop of Rome were fo great a mutter. So others 
have done before thee, but yet not in fuch fort as thou 
haft done :• for thou pretended a confeience in it, which 
is nothing elfe but mere hypocrify. 

Braapta. My confeience is known to the Lord: and 
whether I deal herein hypocritically or no, he knoweth. 
As therefore, 1 faid then, my lord, fo I fay again now, 
That for fear left 1 ftiould be perjured, I dare not 
make anfwer to any thing you fliall demand of me, 
if my anfwering ftiould confent to the confirming or 
practifing of any jurifdiction for the biihop of Rome here 
in England. 

Lord Chancellor. Why didft thou begin to tell that 
we are Gods, and fit in God's place, and now wilt thou 
not make us an anfwer ? 

Bradford. My lord, I faid, you would have your place 
taken of us now, as God's place : and therefore 1 brought 
forth that piece of fcripture, that you might the more 
be admonifticd to follow God and his ways at this 
prefent, who feeth us all, and well perceiveth whether 
of confeience 1 pretend this matter of the oath or not. 

Lord Chan. No, all men may well fee thy hypociify : 
for if for thine oath's lake, thou didft not anfwer, then 
■wouldft thou not have fpoken as thou didft, and have an- 
fwered me at the firft: but now men well perceive that 
this is but a ftarting-hole to hide thyfelf in, becaufe thou 
dareft not anfwer, and fo wouldft efcape, blinding the 
fimple people's eyes, as though of confcie-Dceyou did all 
you do. 

Bradford. That which T fpake at the firft was not a 
reply or an anfwer to what you fpake unto me : and there- 
fore! needed not to lay for me mine oath. For .1. thought 
you would have more weighed what I did (peak, than 
you did; but when I perceived you did not confidcr 
it, but came to afk matter, whereto by anfwering 1 
ftiould confent to the practifing of jurifdiction on the 
biftiop of Rome's behalf here in England; and fo be 
forfworn; then of confeience and fimplicity I fpake 
as I do yet again fpeak that I dare not for confeience 
fake anfwer you. And therefore I feek no ftarting-holcs, 
nor go about to blind the people, as God knoweth. For 
if you of your honours lhall tell me, that you do not afk 
me any thing, whereby mine anfwering mould confent 
to the practifing of the biftiop of Rome's jurifdiction, 
17 



afk; me wherein you will, and you (hall-hear that I wil*. 
anfwer you as flatly as. ever any did. that came before 
you. 1 am. not afraid of dea'h,.I .thank God ;- for I 
look, and have, looked for: nothing elfe-ar your hands a 
long time: but I am afraid when death come h, I ftiould 
have matter to trouble my confeience by the guiltinefs 
of perjury, and therefore do 1 anfwer as I do. . 

Lurd Chancellor. Thcfe are gay glorious words, full 
of hypocrify and' vainglory, and yet doft .hou noi know 
that I fit here as biftiop of Winchefter in my own dioeefe, 
and^ there/ore may do this which I do, and more- 

Jir.idford. My lotd, give me leave, to afk you this 
queftion, that my confeience may be out of doubt in this, 
matter. Tcll.me here before God, all this audience be- 
ing witncTs, that you demand of me nothing whereby, 
mine anfwering fliould confent .-to and confirm the prac- 
tice of jurifdiction for the biftiop of Rome here in Eng- 
land, and then your honour fliall hear me give as flat 
and plain anfwers briefly, to whatfocver you fliall de- 
mand of me, as ever any did. , 

Here. .the lord chain cllpr was greatly offended, and 
faid that truly the biftiop of Rome's authority needed 
no confirmation of Mr. Bradford's anfwering, nor any 
fuch as he was ; and turned his difcourfe to the people.) 
faying, that Mr. Bradford followed crafty covetous mer- 
chants, which becaufe they would lend no money to 
their neighbours, when they were in need, would fay 
that they had often f.\orn, that they wouid never lend 
any more money, becaufe their debtors had fo often 
deeeived them. Even fo thou, faid-hetoMr. Brad- 
ford, doft at this, prefent, . to caft a mift in the peo- 
ple's eyes, to blear them with an, herefy, (which is 
greater and more hurtful to the common-wealth than 
the other is) pretend thy oath, whereby the people 
might make a confeience, w hcrcas they fliould not. Why 
fpea k eft thou not ? . , 

Bradford. My lord, as I f.iid, I fay again, I dare not 
anfwer you for fear of perjury, from which God defend 
me, or elfe I could tell you that there is a difference be- 
tween oaths. Some are according to faith and charity, as 
the oaih againft the biftiop of Rome ; and fome n^ainft 
faith and charity ; as this, to deny by oath my help to 
my brother in his need. 

Here . my lord chancellor again was much offended, 
ftill faying that Bradford durft not anfwer, and further 
endeavoured to prove that the oath againft the biftiop 
of Rome was againft charity. 

But Bradford anfwered, ihat houfoever his honour 
took hi'm, yet he was affurcd of his meaning, that no fear 
but the fear of perjury made him unwilling to anfwer: 
for as for death, my lord., faid he, as I know there are 
tuelve hours in the da>, fo with the Lord my time is apt- 
pointed. And w hen it (ball be his good time, then I 
fhall depart hence : but in the mean feafon 1 am fafe 
enough, though all the people had fworn my death. Inr- 
to his hands have 1 cpmmitted it, and do, his good will 
be done. And faving mine oath, i will anfwer you in 
this behalf, that the oath againft the bifhop of Rome 
was not, nor is againft charity. 

Lord Chancellor. How prove you that ? • 

Bradford. Forfooch, 1 prove it thus : 

Nothing is againft charity, which is with God's word, 
and not againft it. 

The oath againft the bifhop of Rome's- authority in 
England, is with God's word, and is not againft 

Ergo, The oath againft the bifhop of Rome's- authoi- 
rity in England, is-not againft charity. 

Lord Chancellor. Is ii againft God's word, that a man 
ftiould take a king to be fupreme head of the church in 
this realm ? 

Bradford. No, faving ftill mine oath, it is not againft 
God's word, but with it, being taken in fuch fenfc 
as it may . well be- taken : that is, attributing to the 
king's power, the fdvereignty in all his dominion. 
Lord Cbancell r.\ L pray you, where find- >ou that ? 
■ Bradford, i fimd';it in many place?, but efpecially in the 
' 13th chap, of ihe Romans, wheie St. Paul, exhortcth 
" every foul 10 be. .fubject to the higher powers:" but 
3 A what 
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what power ? " The power verily which beafeth the 
fword ; which is not the fpiritual, but the temporal 
power." As ChryfOftom full well noteth upon the fame 
place, whieh your honour knoweth better than I. He. 
(Chryfoftom I meain) there plainly fheweththat bifhops, 
prophets, and apofties, arc obedient to the temporal 
magiftrates. 

Here the lord chancellor was arigered yet more, 
and faid, how that Mr. Bradford went about to deny 
all obedience to the queen for his oath : and fo, faid 
he, this man would make God's word a warrant of his 
difobedience; for he will anfwer the queen on this 
fort, that when {he fays, Now fwear to the bifhop 
of Rome, or obey his authority : No, (will he fay) for 
1 fhall be forfworn, and fo he makes the queen no 
queen. 

Bradford. No, I go not about to deny all obedience to 
the queen's highnefs, but denying obedience in this parr, 
if the mould demand it. For I was fworn to king Ed- 
ward, not fimply, that is, not only concerning his own 
perfon, but alfo concerning his fucceffors, and there- 
fore in denying the queen's requeft herein, I deny not 
her authority, nor become difobedient. 

Lord Chancellor. Yes, that thou doft ; and fo he began 
to tell a long tale, how if a man fhall make an oath to 
pay me a hundred pounds by fuch a day, and the man 
to whom it was due would forget the debt, the debtor 
fhould fay, No, you cannot do it ; for 1 am forfworn 
then. 

Here Mr. Bradford defired my lord chancellor not to 
trifle it, faying, that he wondered his honour would 
make folemn oaths made to God trifles in that fort ; 
and make fo great a matter concerning vows (as they call 
it) made to the bifhop for marriage of pricfts. 

At thefe words the lord chancellor was much offended, 
and faid he did not trifle : but, fays he, thou goeft about 
to deny obedience to the queen, who now requires obe- 
dience to the bifhop of Rome. 

Bradford. No, my lord, I do not deny obedience to 
the queen, if you would difcern between genus and fpe- 
cies. Becaufe 1 may not obey in this, Ergo, I may not 
obey in the other, is no good rcafon. As if a man let or fell 
a piece of his inheritance, yet this notwithftanding, all 
his inheritance is not let or fold : and fo in this cafe, 
all obedience 1 deny not, becaufe 1 deny obedience in 
this branch. 

Lord Chancellor. I will have none of thefe fimilitudesv 
Brad. 1 would not ufe them, if you went not about 
to perfuade the people, that I meant that which I never 
meant : for I myfelf not only mean obedience, but will 
give example of all moft humble obedience to the 
queen's highnefs, fo long as fhe requires not difobedience 
againft God. 

Lord Chancellor. No, no, all men may fee your meaning 
well enough. There is no man, though he be fworn to 
the king, that doth therefore break his oath, if he af- 
terwards be fworn to the French king and to the 
emperor. 

Bradford. It is true, my lord, but the cafes be not 
alike ; for here is an exception : Thou fhalt not fwear to 
the bifhop of Rome at any time. If we in like man- 
ner were fworn ; Thou fhalt not ferve the emperor, 
&c. you fee there were fome alteration and more 
doubt. But I befcech your honour -remember what 
you yourftif have written, anfwering the objections 
againft this in your book, of true obedience : " Let 
God's word, and the rcafon thereof, bear the bell 
away." 

Here the lord chancellor was greatly moved, and faid 
flill, how that Mr. Bradford had written feditious letters, 
and. perverted the people thereby, and did ftoutly ftand, 
as though he would defend the erroneous doctrine in 
king Edward's time, againft all men : and now, fays 
he, he fays he dare not anfwer. 

Bradford. I have written no feditious letters, I have not 
perverted the people : but that which I have written and 
fpoken, that will I never deny, by God's grace. And 
where your lordfhip fays, that I dare not anfwer you ; 
that all men may know that I am not afraid, fave mine 
oath.afk me what you will, and I will plainly make you 



anfwer, by God's grace, although 1 now fee my life lieth 
thereon. Bur, O Lord, into thy hands I commit it, 
come what will : only fandtify thy name in me, as in an 
inftrument of thy grace. Amen. Now afk what you 
will, and you fhall fee 1 am not afraid, by God's grace, 
flatly to anfwer. 

Lord Chancellor. Well then, how fay you to the bleffed 
facrament ? Do you not believe there Chrift to be pre- 
fent concerning his natural body ? 

Bradford. My lord, 1 do believe that Chrift is cor- 
porally prefent at and in the due adminiftration of the 
facrament. By this word'(corporally) I mean that Chrift 
is there prefent corporally unto faith. 

Lord Chancellor. Unto faith ! we muft have many 
more words to make it plain. 

Bradford. You fhall fo : but firft give me leave to 
fpeak two words. 

Lord Chancellor. Speak on. 

Bradford. I have now been a year and almoft three 
quarters in prifon, and in all this time you have never 
queftioned me hereabout, when I might have fpoke my 
confeience frankly without peril ; but now you have a 
law to hang up and put to death, if a man anfwer freely 
and not to your liking, and fo now you come to de- 
mand this queftion. Ah, my lord, Chrift ufed not this 
way to bring men to faith. No more did the prophets 
or apofties. Remember what Bernard writes to Euge- 
nius the pope ; " 1 read, that the apofties flood to be 
judged, but I read not, that they fat to judge. This 
fhall be, that was," &c. 

Here the lord chancellor was appalled, as it feemed, 
and faid moft gently that he ufed not this means. 
It was not my doing, faid he, althongh fome there be 
that think this to be the beft way : for I, for my part, 
have been challenged for being too gentle oftentimes : 
which thing the bilhop of London confirmed, and fo 
did almoft all the audience, that he had been too 
mild and too gentle. 

At which words Mr. Bradford fpake thus ; My lord, 
I pray you ftretch out your gentlencfs that 1 may feel 
it, for hitherto 1 have never felt it. 

As foon as ever he had fpoke thus ; the lord chancel- 
lor, perhaps thinking that Mr. Bradford would have had 
mercy and pardon, faid that with all his heart, not only 
he, but the queen's highnefs would ftretch out mercy, if 
with them he would return. 

Bradford. Return, my lord ! God fave me from that 
going back ; 1 mean it not fo, but I mean, that I was 
three quarters of a year in the Tower ; you forbad 
me paper, pen, and ink, and never in all that time, nor 
fince, did I feel any gentlenefs from you. I have rather 
hitherto found, a s 1 looked for, extremity. And I thank 
God that I perceive now you have kept me in prifon thus 
long, not for a ny matter you had, but for matter you 
would have j God's good will be done. 

Here now were divers telling my lord it was dinner 
time. And fo he rofe up, leaving Mr. Bradford fpeak- 
ing, faying, in the afternoon they would fpeak more 
with him, and he was had into the veftry, and was there 
all that day until night, when he was carried to prifon 
again. 

In the mean time, about four o'clock in the after- 
noon, a gentleman, called Mr. Thomas Huffey, of Lin- 
colnftiire, w ho was once an officer in the duke of Nor- 
folk's houfc, came into the veftry to iuquire for one 
Stoning; an d when it was anfwered him by the un- 
der-marfhal's officers of the King's-bench, that there 
was none fuch, he entered into the houre, and made 
an acquaintance with Mr. John Bradford, faying, that 
he would commune and fpeak with him the next 
mo r ning for old acquaintance. 

The next morning about feven o'clock, this gentle- 
man came into the chamber wherein Mr. John Brad- 
ford lay, and being with him, be began a long ora- 
tion, how that of love and acquaintance he came to 
fpeak that which he would further utter. You did (faid 
he) fo wonderfully behave yourfelf before the lord chan- 
cellor, and other biftwps yefterday, that even the great- 
eft enemies you have, did fee i hat they have no matter 
againft you: and therefore i advife- )ou, (/peaking, as 
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thoucrh it came of his own good will, without making 
any other man privy, or any other procuring him as he 
faid) this day, for anon you (hall be called before them 
ao-ain, to defire a time, and men to confer withal, fo 
fhall all men think a wonderful wifdom, gravity and 
piety in you ; and by this means you fhall efcape prefent 
danger, which elfe is nearer than you are aware of. To 
this Mr. Bradford anfwcred, I neither can nor will 
makefuch requeft. For then fhall I giveoccafion to the 
people, and to all others to think that I doubt of the doc- 
trine which I confefs, which thing I do not, for thereof I 
am moft affured, and therefore I will give no fuch offence. 

As they were thus talking, the chamber door was un- 
locked, and Dr. Seton came in, whom when Mr. Brad- 
ford faw, he fpake thus in his own mind : What, fir, 
goeth the matter thus ? This man told me, no man 
knew of his coming : Lord, give me grace to remember 
thy leffon, " Beware of thofe men, '&c. Caft not your 
pearls before dogs;" for I fee thefe men be come to 
hunt for matter, that the one may bear witncfs to the 

° th Dr. Seton, after fome by-talk of Mr. Bradford's 
age, of his country, and fuch like, began a gay and 
long difcourfe of my Lord of Canterbury, Mr. Latimer, 
and Mr. Ridley, and how they at Oxford were not 
able to anfwer any thing at all ; and that therefore, 
my lord of Canterbury deiired to confer with the 
bifhop of Durham and others ; all which talk tended 
to this end, that Mr. Bradford fhould make the like 
fuit, being nothing to be compared in learning to my 
lord of Canterbury. 

To this Mr. Bradford briefly anfwcred as he did 
before to Mr. Huffey. 

With this anfwer neither the doctor nor the gentle- 
man being contented, after many perfuafions, Mr. 
Doiftor faid, I have heard much good talk of you, and 
even laft night a gentleman made a report of you at the 
lord chancellor's table, that you were able to perfuade 
as much as any that he knew. And (though I never 
heard you preach, and to my knowledge did never fee 
you before yefterday) yet methought your modefty was 
fuch, your behaviour and talk fo without malice and 
impatience, that I would be forry you fhould do worfc 
than myfelf. And I tell you further, I do perceive my 
lord chancellor hath a favour towards you : wherefore 
be not fo obftinate, but defire refpite and fome learned 
man to confer withal, &c. 

But Mr. Bradford kept ftill one anfwer ; I cannor, 
nor will 1 fo offend the people. I doubt not, but I am 
moft certain of the doctrine J have taught. 

Here Mr. Doftor waxed hot, and called Mr. Brad- 
ford arrogant, proud and vain glorious. 

But Mr. Bradford anfwered, Beware of judging, left 
you condemn yourfelf. But ftill Dr. Seton urged him, 
(hewing him how merciful my lord chancellor was, 
and how charitably they entertained him. 

Brad. I never faw any juftice, much lefs love, (I fpeak 
for my part, faid Mr. Bradford) in my lord chancellor. 
Long have I been unjuftly imprifoned, and handled in 
the fame uncharitably : and now my lord hath no juft 
matter againft me. 

This talk ferved not the doctor's purpofc : wherefore 
4ie went from matter to matter, from this point to that 
point. Bradford ftill gave him the hearing, and an- 
fwered not : for he perceived that they both did come 
only to fifh for fome things which might make a fhew 
that my lord chancellor had juftly kept him in prifon. 

When all their difcourfe took no fuch effecT: as they 
expedted, Mr. Huffey afked Mr. Bradford, will you not 
admit conference, if my lord chancellor fhould offer it 
publicly ? 

Brad. Conference, if it had been offered before the 
law had been made, or if it were offered fothat I might 
be at liberty to confer, and as fure as he with whom I 
fhould confer, then it were fomething : but elfe I fee nor 
to what other purpofe conference fhould be offered, bi t 
to defer that which at length will come, and the linger- 
ing may give more offence than do good. Howbeit, if 
my lord fhall make fuch an offer of his own motion, 
1 will not refufe to confer with any he may appoint. 



Dr. Seton hearing this, called Bradford arrogant, 
proud, and wharfocver it pleafed him. 
" Then Bradford perceiving by them that he fhould 
fhoftly be called for, befought them both to give him 
leave to talk with God, and to beg wifdom and grace of 
him; for, faid he, otherwife 1 am hclplefs: and fo they 
with much ado departed. Then Mr. Bradford went and 
made his prayers to God, which the Lord of his good- 
nefs did gracioufly accept in his need, prai fed therefore 
be his holy name. Shortly after they were gone, Mr.- 
Bradfordwas led to the aforefaid church, and there tar- 
ried uncalled for till eleven o'clock, that is, tilf Mr. 
Saunders was excommunicated. 

The lafl ExAMiNATro.v of Mr. Bradford, in the 
Church of St. Mary Overies. 

AFTER the excommunication of Lawrence Saunders, 
John Bradford was caiied in, and being brought 
in before the lord chancellor and other bifhops there 
fiiting, the lord chancellor began to fpeak thus ineffedt: 
That if Bradford, being now come before them, would 
anfuer with modefty and humility, and conform him- 
felf to the catholic church with them, he yet might find 
mercy, becaufe they would be loth to ufe extremity. 
Therefore he Concluded with an exhortation, than 
Bradford would recant his dodtrine. 

After the lord chancellor had ended his long oration, 
Mr. Bradford began to fpeak. thus : As yefterday I be- 
fought your honours to fet in your fight the majefty and 
prefence of God to 'follow him, whofeekfth not tofub- 
vert the fimple by fubtle queftions ; fo 1 humbly befeech 
every one of you to do this day : for you know well 
enough, that guiltlefs blood will cry for vengeance. 
And this I pray not your lordfhips to do, as one that 
taketh upon me to condemn you utterly herein, but that 
ye might be more admonifhed to do that, which none 
doth fo much as he fhould do : for our nature is fo much 
corrupt, that we a- a very forgetful of God. Again, as 
yefterday I pleaded mine oath and oaths againft the 
bifhop of Rome, that 1 fhould never confent to the prac- 
tifing of any jurifdidtion for him, or on his behalf in the 
realm of England ; fo do I again at this day, left I 
fhould be perjured. And laft of all, as yefterday the 
anfwers I made, were by proteftation and faving mine 
oath, fo I would your honours fhould know that 
mine anfwers fhall be this day : and this I do, that when 
death f which I look for at your hands) fhall come, I 
may not be troubled with the guilt of perjury. 

At which words the lord chancellor was wroth, and 
faid, that they had given him refpite to deliberate till 
this day, whether he would recant his errors of the 
bleffed facrament, which yefterday, faid he, before us 
you uttered. 

Brad. My lord, you gave me no time for any fuch 
deliberation, neither did 1 fpeak any thing of the facra- 
ment which you do difallow. For when 1 had declared 
a prefence ot Chrift to be there to faith, you went from 
that matter, to clear yourfelf that you were not cruel, 
and fo went to dinner. 

Lord d>an. What ? I perceive we muft begin all 
again with thee. Did I not yeflerday tell thee plainly, 
that thou madeft a confeience where none mould be ? 
Did I not make it plain, that the oath againft the bifhop 
of Rome was an unlawful oath? 

Brad. No, indeed my lord : you faid fo, but you 
have not proved it yet, nor ever can do. 

Lord Chan. O Lord God, what a fellow art thou I 
Thou wouldft go about to bring into the people's heads, 
that we, all the lords of the parliament houfe, the 
knights and burgeffes, and all the whole realm be per- 
jured. O what an heretic is this! here good people, 
you may fee what a fcnfelefs heretic this fellow is. if I 
fhould make an oath I would never help my brother, 
nor lend him money in his need ; were this a good an- 
fwer to tell my neighbour defiring my help, that I 
had made an oath to the contrarvf or that I could not 
doit? 

Brad. O my lord, difcern betwixt oaths that be 
iijainft charity and faith, and oaths that be accord- 
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ing to faith and charity, as this is againft the bifhop of | 

Here the lord chancellor made much ado, and a long 
time was fpent about oaths, which were good, and which 
were evil, he captioufty afking.dfien of Bradford a direct, 
anfvvcr concerning oaths : which Bradford would not 
give Amply, but with a diftinction. Whererit the chan- 
cellor was much offended : but Bradford ftill kept him at 
bay, that the oath againft the bifhop of Rome was a 
lawful path, ufing thereto the lord chancellor's own book; 
of true obedience, for confirmation. 

At length they came to this iffue, who fhould be judge 
of the lawfulnefs of the oath; and Bradford faid, the 
word of God, according to Chrift's word John xii. 
My word (hall judge; and according to the tcftimony 
of Ifaiah and Micah, That God's word, coming out of 
Jerufalem, lhall give fentence among the Gentiles. By 
this word, (faid Bradford) my -lord, I will prove the 
oach againft the bifhop of Rome's authority, to be 
a good, a godly, and a lawful oath. So that the lord 
chancellor left his hold, arrd as the other day he pre- 
tended a denial of the queen's authority and obedience 
to her highnefs, fo did he now. 

But Bradford, as the day before, proved, that obe- 
dience in this point to the queen's highnefs, if fhe 
mould .demand an path to the bifhop of Rome, being 
denied, was not a general denial of her authority, and 
of obedience to her ; no more, faid he, than the fale, 
gift, orleafeofa piece of man's inheritance, proveth 
it a fale, gift, or leafe of- the whole inheritance. 

And thus much ado was made about this matter : the 
lord chancellor talking much, and ufing many examples- 
of debt, of going out of tow.n to-morrow by. oath, and 
yet tarrying ti.ll Friday, and fuch like. Which trifling 
talk Bradford did touch, faying, That it was a wonder his 
honour weighed confeience no more in- this, and would 
be fo earned: in vows of piicfts marriages made to 
bifhops, and be carelefs for folemn oaths made to God 
and to princes. In.fhort, this was the end. The lord 
chancellor faid, the queen might difpenfe with it, and 
did fo to all the whole realm. But Bradford faid, that 
the queen's highnefs. could do no more but remit her 
right s as for the onth made to God, fhe could never 
remit, forafmuch as.it was made unto God. 

At which words the lord chancellor chafed wonder- 
fully, and faid, that in plain fenfe 1 tendered the realm 
with perjury; and therefore, faid he to the people, 
you may fee how this fellow taketh upon him to have 
more knowledge and confeience than all the wife men 
of England, and yet he hath no confeience at all. 

Bradford. Well, my lord, let all the ftanders.-by fee 
who hath confeience ; I have been a year and a half in 
prifon : no.w before all thefe people, declare wherefore 
I was imprifoncd, or what caufe you had to punilh me. 
You faid the other day in your own houfe, my lord of 
London witneffing with you, that 1 took upon me to 
fpeak to the people undefired. There he fitteth by you, 
1 mean my lord of Bath, who defired me himfelf, for 
the paflion of Chrift, 1 would fpeak to the people. 
Upon whofe words 1 coming in the pulpit, had like to 
have been flain with a dagger (which was hurled at him, 
I think) for it touched my fleeve. He then prayed me 
I would not leave him, and 1 promifed him, as long as 
I lived, .1. would take hurt before him that day, and fo 
went out of the pulpit and intreated with the people, and 
at length brought him myfelf into an houfe. 

Befides' this, in the afternoon I preached at Bow 
church, and there going up into the pulpit, one defired 
me not to reprove the people ; for, faid he, you will 
never come down alive, if you do it. And yet notwith- 
ftandtng I did in that fermon reprove their fail, and 
called it fedition at Ieaft twenty times.. For all which 
my doing, I have received this recompence, imprifon- 
ment for a year and a half and more, and death now, 
• which you are plotting. Let all. men be judges where 
confeience is. 

They endeavoured', to interrupt him while he was 
fpeaking thefe words, but Mr. Bradford ftill fpake on, 
and gave no place till he had made an end. And then 
the lord chahcellor.Taid, that for. all that fair tale, his, 
fact, at the crofs was culpable. 



Bradford. • No, my faft was good, as you yourfelf did . 
bear me witnefs. For when I was at fir ft before you in 
the Tower, you yourfelf did fay, that my fact, was good,, 
but my mind evil. Well, faid I, then my lord, in that 
cafe you allow the fadt, and condemn my mind ; but how 
can 1 otherwife declare my mind to man but by- 
faying and doing ? God one day, 1 truft, will open it 
to my comfort, what my mind was, and your's is. 

Here the lord chancellor was offended, and faid, that 
he never faid fo. I had not fo little wit, faid he, as not . 
to difcern betwixt meaning and doing : and fo brought 
forth mariy examples little to the purpofe, to prove that . 
men conftrue things by the meaning of men, and not by 
their doirigs. But when this would not.ferve, then came 
he to another matter, and laid, that Bradford was 
put in prifon at firft becaufe he would not yield, nor be 
conformable to the queen's religion. 

Bradford. Why, my lord, your honour knoweth that 
you would not reafon with me on religion, but faid a 
time fhould afterwards be found out, when I fhould be 
talked withal. But if it were as your lordfhip faith,, 
that I was put in prifon for religion, in that my religion 
was then authorized by public laws of the realm, could 
confeience puntfh or caft me in prifon therefore? 
Wherefore let all men be judges, in whom confeience 

Here came forth Mr. Chamberlain of Woodftock, 
and told my lord chancellor, that Bradford had been a 
ferving man, and was with Mr. Harrington. 

Lord Chancellor. True, and did deceive his mafler of 
feven-fcore pounds, and becaufe of this, he went to be a 
gofpeller and a preacher, good people, and yet you fee 
how he pretendeth confeience. 

Bradford. My lord, I am ready to face him, whofo- 
ever he be, that can come forth andjuftly vouch, that 
ever I deceived my mafter. And as you are chief juftice 
by office in.England, I defire juftice upon them that fo 
Ikndei- me, becaufe they cannot prove it. 

Here my lord chancellor and Mr. Chamberlain were 
fmitten blank, and faid they heard it. But, faid my. 
lord chancellor, we have another manner of matter than 
this againft you : for you are an heretic. 
■ Yea, added the bifhop of London, he wrote letters 
to Mr. Pendleton, who knoweth his hand as well as bis 
own ; your honour did fee the letters. 

Bradford. This is not true, I never did write to Pendle- 
ton fince 1 came to prifon, and therefore I am not juitly 
fpoken of. 

Land. But you indited it. 

Bradford. I did not, nor know not what you mean, 
and this 1 offer to prove. 

Then came in another, (I believe they call him Mr. 
Allen, one of the clerks of the council) putting the 
lord chancellor in remembrance of letters written into 
Lancafliirc. 

Lord Chancellor. You fay true : for we have his hand 

Bradford. I deny that you have my hand to fhew of 
letters lent into Lancafhire, otherwife than before you 
all I will ftand to, and prove them to be good and 

Here was all anfwered, and then the lord chancellor 
began a new matter. Sir, faid he, in my houfe thi 
other day you did mod contemptuoufly defpife the 
queen's mercy, and you would maintain the erroneous 
doctrine in king Edward's days againft all men, and this 
you do moft ftoutly. 

Bradford. Well, I am glad that, all men fee now you 
have had no matter to imprifon me before that day juftly. 
Now- fay I, that I did not contemptuoufly defpife the 
queen's mercy, but would have had it, (though if juftice 
might take place, I need jt not) fo that I might have 
had it with God's mercy, that is, without doing or fay- 
ing any thing againft God. and his truth. And as. for 
maintenance of doctrine, becaufe 1 cannot tell how you 
will ftretch this word maintenance, I will, repeat again 
that Which I fpake. I faid I was more confirmed in the 
religion fct forth" in king Edward's day's, than ever I 
was : and if 'God fo would, I truft 1 .fhould dedare.if 
by giving my life for the confirmation and teftificatlon 
' thereof. So I faid then, and fo I fay now. As for other- 
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wife maintain it, than pertaining to a private perfo.) 
by confcffion, I thought not, nor think not. 

Lord Chancellor. Well >efterday thou didrt maintain 
falfe hcrefy concerning the blef&d facrament, and there- 
fore we gave thee refpite till this dav to deliberate. 

Bradford. My lord, as I faid at the firft, I fpafce no- 
thing of the facrament, but that which you allowed, 
and therefore reproved it not, nor gave me any thing to 
deliberate. 

Lord Chancellor. Why? didft thou not deny Chiift's 
prefence in the facrament ? 

. Bradford. No, I never denied nor taught, but that 
to faith, whole Chrift, bod.» and blood, was as prpfent 
as the bread and wine to the due receiver. 

Lord Chancellor. Yea, but doit thou not believe that 
Chrift's body naturally and really is there; under the 
forms of bread and wine ? 

Bradford. My lord, I believe Chrift is prefent there 
to the faith of the due receiver: as for tra'nfubfta'ntia- 
tion, I plainly and flatly tell you, 1 believe it not. 

Here was Bradford called Diabolus, a fhinderer; for 
we a(k no queftion, faid my lord chancellor, of tfari- 
fubHantiation, but of Chrift's prefence. 

Bradford. 1 deny not his prefence to the faith of the 
receiver, but deny that he is included in the bread, or 
that the bread was tranfubftantiate. 

Worcejlcr. If he be not included, how is he then 
prefent. 

Bradford. Indeed though my faith can tell how, 
yet my tongue cannot exprefs it,- nor you otherwife 
than by faith hear it, or underftand it. 

Here was much ado, now one doctor (landing up and 
fpeaking this,. and others fpeaking that; and the lord 
chancellor talking much of Luther, Zuingliutf, Oeco- 
lampadius : but flill Bradford kept him at that point, that 
Chrift is prefent to faith; and that there is no traniub- 
ftantiation nor including of Chrift in the bread r but 
all this would not fervc them. 

Therefore another bifhop afked this queftion, Whe- 
ther the wicked man recei ved Chrift's very body, or no ? 
And Bradford anfwered plainly; No. Whereat the lord 
chancellor made a long oration; how that it could not 
be that Chrift was prefent, except that the evil man re- 
ceived it. But Bradford pui away all his oration in a few 
words, that grace was at that time oifercd to' his "lordftiip, 
although he received it not: fo that, faid he, the receiv- 
ing makeih. not the prefence,- as your lordftiip ffiould 
infer; but God's grace, iruth, and power, is thecaufe of 
the prefence, which grace, the wicked that lack faith 
cannot receive. 

Here the lord chancellor and other bifhops made a 
great ado, that Bradford had found out a toy that no man 
elfe ever did, of the condition ; and the lord chancellor 
made many words to the people thereabout. 

My lord, arc not thefe words, Take, cat, a com- 
mandment ? and are not thefe words, This is my body, 
apromifc? If you will challenge the promife and, do 
not the commandment, may you not deceive yourself? 

Here the lord chancellor denied Chrift to have com- 
manded the facrament, and the ufc of it. 

Bradford. Why, my lord, 1 pray you tell the people 
what mood accipitc manducate, is ; is it not plain to 
children, that Chrift, in fo faying, commandeth ? 

At thefe words the lord chancellor fell to parling and 
examining, and concluded it was no commandment, but 
fuch a phrafe as this, 1 pray you give me drink, which, 
faid he, is no commandment, I think. 

Bradford. My lord, if it be not a commandment of 
Chrift to take and cat the facrament, why dare any take 
upon them to command and make that of ncceility, 
which God Icaveth free? as you do in making it a n<- 
ccflary commandment, once a year for all that be of 
difcretion, to receive the facrament. 

Here , the lord chancellor called him again Diabolus 
or Cal'umniaior, and bec;an from thefe' words, " Let 
a man prove himftlf, and fo cat of the bread, (yea- 
bread, faid Bradford) and drink of of the cup," to prove 
that was no commandment to receive the facrament : 
for then ffaid he) if it were a commandment, it fhould 
^ bind all men, in all place?, and all times. 



Bradford. O my lord; difcern between command- 
ments : fome be general,, as the ten commandments, that 
they bind always in all places, and all perfons : fome 
be not fo general, as this of the fupper, the facrament 
of baptifm, of the thrice appearing before the Lord at 
Jerufalcm, of Abraham offering of Ifaac, &c. , 

Here the lord chancellor denied the cup to be .com- 
manded by Chrift : for then, faid he, we fliou'Id have 
eleven commandments.. 

Bradford. Indeed I believe you think as you fpeak': 
for elfe you would not take the cup from the people, in 
that Chrift faith, " Drink ye all of it." But how fay you, 
my lords? Chrift faith to you bifhops efpecially, "Go 
and preach the gofpel : feed Chrift's flock,'' &c. Is 
this a commandment or no*? 

Here the lord chancellor was in a heat, and faid as 
pleafed him: 

Then the bifh'op of Durham afked Bradford, when 
Chrift began to be prefent in the facrament ? whether 
before the receiver received it; or no ? 

Mr. Bradford anfwered; that the queftion was curi- 
ous and not nece-ffary ; and further faid, that as the 
cup was the New Teftament; fo the bread was Chrift's 
body, to him that received ir duly; but yet fo that the 
bread is bread. For faid he, in all the fcripture ye 
(hall not find this proposition, There is no bread. And 
fo he quoted Chryfoftom, to prove his affcrtions. Much 
ado was, here,- they calling Bradford heretic, and he de- 
firing them to proceed in God's name, he looked for 
that which God appointed for them to do. 

Lord Chancellor. This fellow is now in another herefy 
of fatal neceflity, as though all things were fo tied toge- 
ther, that of mere nccedity all things muft come to pafs. 

• liut Mr. Bradford d'efired him to take things as they 
are fpoken, and not u reft them to a contrary fenfe. Youf 
lordftiip, laid he, doth difcern betwixt God and man. 
Things aie not by fortune to God, at any lime, though to 
man they feem fo fomctimcs. I fpeak but as thcapof- 
tj.es did, " Lord (faid they) fee how Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, wjth the prelates; arc gathered together againft 
thy Chrift,- to do that which. thy hand and counfel hath 
before ordained for them to do." 

Here the lord Chancellor began to read the excom- 
munication. And in the excommunication, when he 
came to the name of John Bradford; luy-man. Why, 
(find he) art thou no pried ? 

Bradford. No, nor never was a pricft, or beneficed, or 
married, of any preacher, before public authority had 
cftablifhed religion, or preacher after public authority- 
had altered religion, and yet I am thus handled at your 
hands: but God; 1 doubt not, will give his bleffiny 
where you curie. And fo he fell down on his kneesy 
and heartily thanked God that he had counted him wor- 
thy to fuller for his name's lake ; and prayed to God to 
give him repentance and a good mind. After the ex- 
communication was read, he was delivered to the fheriff 
of London, and fo had to the Clink, and afterwards to 
the Compter in the Poultry, in the City of London, 
this being propofed by his murderers, that he fhould 
be delivered from thence to the earl of Derby, to be 
conveyed into Lancafhiro, and there to be burned in 
the town of Manchefter, where he was born : but their 
purpofe concerning the place was afterwards altered, 
for he fullered in London. 

After the condemnation of Mr. Bradford, which was 
the laft day of January, Mr. Bradford being fentto prU 
fon, remained there till the firft of July, during which 
time he fuftained divers other conferences and conflicts 
with fundry adverfarics, v ho repaired to him in ihc pri- 
fon. Of whom firft bifhop Bonner, coming to the 
Compter to degrade Dr. I aylor, ihe 4th day of Febru- 
ary, began to difcourfe with' Mr. Bradford as follows: 

CONVERSATIONS irlwrrr, Mr. BRADFORD, and 
BISHOP BONNER, .rid others at dijjerc,,! tims. 

7. 1TTELL, Mr. Bradford, voi, are well he- 
homer. yy |oved) { yny yf)(J confidcr ynud ,if, and 
refufe nor charity when it is offered : becnufe 1 perceive 
you are'dciirous to convcifc with fome learned men, I 
have brought Mr. Archdeacon Harpsfield to you. 

3 B * Bradford, 
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Bradford. Indeed, my lord, this is fmati ch'ariry, to 
condemn a man as you have cdndemried me, who never 
brake your laws, in Turkey a man rnay have charity, 
but in England I could not yet find it. I was condemned 
for my faith as foon as I uttered it at your rcquefts, be- 
fore i had committed any thing againft the laws. And 
as for conference, I am not afraid to talk with whom you 
will, liut to fay that I deflre to confer, that do I not. 

Komtcr. Well, well. And fo he called for Dr. Tay- 
lor, and Bradford went his way. 

Upon another day in February, Mr. Willerton, chap- 
Iain to the bifhop of London, came to confer with Mr. 
Bradford, and began to talk of the churchy faying, that 
Bradford fwcrved from the church; 

Bradford. No, that 1 do not, but you do'. For the 
church is Chrift's fpoufe, and Chrift's obedient fpoufc, 
which your church is not, which Fobbeth the people of 
the Lord's cup, and of fervice in the Englifh tongue. 

Willerton. .Why? It is not profitable to have 1 he fer- 
vice in Englifh, for it is written, " The lips of the pricft 
fhould keep the law, and out of his mouth man muff 
look for knowledge." 

Bradford. Should not tire people then have the fcrip- 
turcs ? Wherefore ferveth this faying of Chrift, " Search 
the fcriptures?" 

Willerton. This was not fpoke to the people, but to 
the fcribes and learned men. 

Bradford. Then the people mull not have the fcrip- 
tures ? 

Willerton. No, for it is written, " They mail be all 
taught of God." 

Bradford. And muft we learn all from the priefts? 
Willerton. Yea. 

Bradford. Then I fee you would bring the people to 
hang up Chrift, and let Barabbas go, as the priefts did 
then perfuade the people. At which words Mr. Wil- 
lerton was fo offended, that he had no defire to talk any 

Upon the 14th of February, Pcrcival CrefwcTl, an 
old acquaintance of Mr, Bradford's came to him, who 
after many words, faid:'" I pray you let me intercede 
for you.'" 

Bradford. You may do what you will. 

Crefiaell. But tell me what ftiit I fhall make for you. 

Bradford^ Forfooth, what you pleafe : do it not at my 
requeft, for 1 defire nothing at your hands. If the queen 
will give me life, I wiM thank her. If the will banifh 
me, I willthank her. If file will burn me, I will thank 
her. If fhe will condemn me to. perpetual imprifon- 
ment, I will thank her. 

CrefzvelL O, if ever you loved me, do one thing 
for me. 

Bradford. What is that ?' 

Crefivell. Defire and name what learned man or men 
you will have to come unto you. My lord of York, my 
lord of Lincoln, my lord of Bath, and others will gladly 
come unto you. 

Bradford. No, never will I defire them, or any other, 
to come to confer with me ; for 1 am as certain of my 
doctrine as- 1 am of anything. But for your pleafure, 
and alfo that all men may know that 1 am not afhamed 
to have my faith lifted and. tried, bring whom ye wilt, 
and I will talk with them. So they went their way. 

Upon the 25th of February, Percival Crefwcll came 
with Mr. Harpsfield, archdeacon of London, and a fer- 
vant waiting upon him. After formal falutations, he 
made a long oration. That all men, even the Infidels, 
Jews, Turks, Anabaptifts, and Libertines, defire hap- 
pinefs as well as the Chriftians, and that every one think- 
eth they fhall attain to it by their religion. To which 
Mr. Bradford anfwered briefly, that he fpake not far 
amifs. 

Then faid Harpsfield, But the way thither is not 
alike: for the Infidels by Jupiter, Juno, &c. the Turk 
by his Alcoran, the Jew by his Talmud, do believe to 
come to heaven. For fo may 1 fpeak of fuch as believe 
the immortality of the foul. 

Bradford. You fpeak truly . 

■ Harpsfield. Weil, then, here is the matter, to know 
the way to this heaven. 



Bradford. We are not to invent ways. There is but 
one way, and that is Jcfus Chrift, as he himfelf doth 
witnefs: " 1 am the way." 

Harpsfield. What you fay is true, and alfb faffe. I 
fuppofe what you mean by Chrift, is believing in 
Chrift. 

Bradford. I have learned to difcern betwixt faith and 
Cbrift. Albeit, I confefs, that whofo believeth in Chrift, 
the fame fhall be faved. 

Harpsfield. No, not all that believe in Chrift : for fome 
fhall fay, " Lord, Lord, have we not caft out devils ?'* 
&c. but Chrift will anfwer in the day of judgment to 
thefp," Depart from me, I know you not.'' 

Bradford. You muft make a difference betwixt believ- 
ing, and faying I believe. 

Harpsfield. Well, this is not very material. There 
is but one way, Chrift. How came we to know him? 
Where fbalf we feek to find him ? 

Bradford. F6rfooth, we muft feek him by his word, 
and in his word, and after his word. 

Harpsfield. Very good : but tell me how firft we 
came into the company of them that could tell us this, 
but by baptifm. 

Bradford. Baptifm is the facrament, by which out- 
wardly we are ingrafted into Chrift: I fay outwardly, 
becaufe I dare not exclude from Chrift all that die 
without baptifm. 

Harpsfield. Well, we agree, that by baptifm then we 
are brought, and begotten to Chrift. For Chrift is our 
Father, and the church his fpoufe is our mother. Now 
then tell me whether this, church of Chrift hath not been 
always ? 

Bradford. Yes, fince the creation of man, a:nd fhall 
be for ever. 

Harpsfield. Very good. But tell me whether this 
church is a vifiblc church, or no? 

Bradford. It is no otherwife vifibl'e, than Chrift was 
here on earth ; that is, by no exterior pomp or fhew that 
fctteth her forth commonly, and therefore to fee her we 
muft put on fuch eyes, as good men put on to fee 
and know Chrift when he walked here on earth : for 
as Eve was of the fame fubftance that Adam was of, 
fo was the church of the fame fubftance that Chrift 
was of. 

Harpsfield. Well, this, church is a multitude. Hath 
it not the preaching of the gofpel, and the adminiftra- 
tion of the facraments ? And yet more, hath it not the 
power of jurifdiaion? 

Bradford. What jurifdidtion is cxercifed in perfecu- 
tion and affliction ? 

Harpsfield. I mean by jurifdiiftion, admonifhing one 
another, and fo forth. It hath alfo fucceffion of bi- 
ftiops. And here he endeavoured to prove this an cflen- 
tial point. 

Bradford. You fay as you would have it ; for if this 
part fail you, all the church you go about to fet up will 
tall down. You fhall not find in all the fcripture, this 
your cffential part of fucceffion of bifhops. In Chrift's 
church Antichrift will fit. And Peter tells us, as it 
went in the old church before Chrift's coming, fo it 
will be in the new church fince Chrift's coming : that 
as there were falfe prophets, fo fhall there be falfc 

This converfation continued for fome time, and was 
renewed Feb. 26, when the archdeacon, not being able 
to difluade Bradford from his faith, lamented that he 
was fo fecure and carelefs. 

Bradford. I am more carnally fecure, and carelefs, 
than 1 fhould be 1 God make me more vigilant. But 
in this cafe, I cannot be fo fecure, for I am moft allured 
lam in the truth. 

Harpsfield. That you are not ; for you are out of the 
catholic church. 

Bradford. No, though you have excommunicated me 
out of your church, yet J am in the catholic church of 
Chrift, and am, and by God's grace fhall be a child, 
and an obedient child of it for ever. 1 hope Chrift will 
have no lefs care for me, than he had for the blind man 
excommunicated out of the fynsgogue ; and further, I 
am 
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am fure that the necefiary articles of the faith, I mean 
the twelve articles of the creed, I confefs and believe 
with that which you call the holy church, fo that even 
your church hath taken too much upon her to excom- 
municate me for that, which by the teflimony of my 
lord of Durham, in the book of the facrament lately 
put forth, was free many hundred years after Chrift, to 
believe or not believe. 

Harpsfield. What is that ? 

Brad. Tranfubftantiation. 

Harpsfield. Why, you are not condemned only for that. 

Brad. For that, and becaufe I deny that wicked men 
do receive (Thrift's body. 

Harpsfield. You agree not with us in the prefence, 
nor in any thing elfe. 

Brad. How you believe you know: for my part, I 
confefs a prefence of whole Chrilt, God and man, to 
the faith of the receiver. 

I-Iarpsfteld. Nay, you muft believe a real prefence in 
the facrament. 

Brad. In the facrament? Nay, I will not (hut 
him in, nor tie it to him otherwife than faith feeth and 
perceiveth, And with this and fuch like talk- they 
departed. 

On the 23d of the month, the archbifhop of York, 
and the bifhop of Chichefler came to the Compter to 
fpeak with Mr. Bradford. When he was come before 
them, they both, and efpecially the bifhop of York, 
ufcd him very gently : theydefired him to fie down, and 
becaufe he would not, they alfo would not lit. So they 
ail flood, and whether he would or not, they would 
needs have him put on, not only his night-cap, but his 
upper-cap alfo, faying unto him, That obedience was 
better than facrifke. 

While they were thus (landing together, my lord .of 
York began to tell Mr. Bradford that they came to him 
out of pure love and charity, without being fent ; and 
himfelf alfo, for the acquaintance he had with Mr. 
Bradford, more than the bifhop of Chichefler had j and 
after comrnending Mr. Bradford's godly life, .he con- 
cluded with this queftion, How he was certain of fal- 
vation and of his religion ? 

After thanks for their good will, Mr. Bradford an- 
fwered, By the word of God, even by the fcriptures, I 
' am certain of falvation and religion. 

Tork. Very well faid : but how do you know the word 
of God and the fcriptures, but by the church ? 

Brad. Indeed my lord, the church was and is a 
means to bring a man to know the fcriptures and the 
word of God, as the woman of Samaria was the means 
by which the Samaritans knew Chrift: but when they 
had heard him fpeak, they faid, Now we know that he is 
Chrift, not becaufe of thy words, but becaufe wcourfelvcs 
have heard: fo after we come to the hearing and read- 
ing of the fcriptures fhewed unto us, and difcerned by 
the church, we do believe them, and know them as 
Chrift's lheep, not becaufe the church faith they are the 
fcriptures, but becaufe they be fo, being a flu red thereof 
by the fame fpirit which wrote and fpake them. 

Tork. You know in the apoftles time at firft the word 
' was not written. 

Brad. True, if you mean it for fome books of the 
New Tcftament ; but elfe for the Old Teftamcnt St. Pe- 
ter tells us, " We have a more fure word of prophecy ;" 
not that it is fimply fo, but in refpcifl of the Apoftles, 
which being alive and fubjecl to infirmity, attributed 
to the written word more weight, as wherewith no 
fault can.be found, whereas for the infirmity of their 
perfons men perchance might have found fome fault 
at their preaching ; although in very deed no lefs obe- 
dience and faith ought to have been given to the one, 
than to the other ; for all proceedeth from one fpirit of 
truth. ' 

Tork. That place ef St. Peter is not fo to be under- 
ilood of the word written. 

Brad. Yes, fir, that it is, and of none other. 

Chichefler. Yes, indeed, Mr. Bradford doth tell you 
truly in that point. 

Tork. Well, you know that Irenaeus and others do 
magnify much, and alledge the church againft the here- 
tics, and not the fcripture. 

17. 



Brad. True, for they had to do with fuch heretics 
as did deny the fcriptures, and yet did magnify the 
apoftles, fo they were enforced to ufe the authority of 
thofe churches wherein the apoftles had taught, and had 
(lill retained the fame doctrine. 

Chichefler. You fpeak the very truth ; for the heretics 
did refufe all fcriptures, except it were a piece of St. 
Luke's gofpel. 

Brad. Then the allcdging of the church cannot be 
principally ufcd againft me, which am fo far from de- 
nying of the fcriptures, that I appeal to them utterly, 
as to the only judge. 

Tork. -A pretty matter, that you will take upon you 
to judge; the church ! 1 pray you, where hath your 
church been hitherto ? For the church of Chrift is ca- 
tholic and vifible hitherto. . 

Brad. My lord, I do not judge the church when I 
difeernit from, the congregation, and thofe which be 
not the church ; and I never denied .the church to be 
catholic: arid vifible, although at fome times it is more 
vifible than at others. . . 

Chichefler. 1 pray you: tell me where the church which 
allowed your dodlrine, was tbefe.400 years. . . 

; Brad. I will tell. you my lord, or rather you fhall tell 
yourfelf, if you will ; tell this one thing, Where the 
church was in Elijah's time, when Elijah faid he was 
left alone.?. 

Chichefler. That is no anfwer. 
Brad. I am forry that you fay fo : but this I will tell 
your lordfhip,. that, if you . had the fame eyes wherewith 
a man might haveefpied the ; church then, you would 
not fay. it. were no anfwer. . The fault why the church is 
not fecn by you, is. not. becaufe the church is not vifible, 
but becaufe yeur" eyes are not clear enough to fee it. 

Chichefler. You. are much deceived in making this 
comparifon betwixt the church then and now. 
: Tork.. Very well fppken, my lord ; for Chrift faid, '" I 
will, build my church/' and not I do, or have built it : 
butj will build it., ; .. ........ 

••Brat.- My lords, St. Peter teacheth me to make this 
companion, faying, " A* in the people there were falfe 
prophets; which: were itnqft in eftjmation before Chrift's 
coming, fo fhall there be falfe teachers arnongft the peo- 
ple after Chrift's comings and very many fhall follow 
them." And as for your future tenfe, I hope your 
grace will not thereby -conclude Chrift's church not 
to have been before, but rather that there is no building 
in the church but Chrift's work only: for Paul 
and Apollos be but watcrers. 

Chichefler* In good faith J am forry to fee you £> 
light in judging the church. 

Brad. My lords, I fpeak fimply what I think, 
and defire reafon to anfwer my objections. Your affec- 
tions and forrows cannot be my rules. If you confider 
the order and cafe of my condemnation, 1 cannot think 
but that it fhall fomcthing move your honours. You 
know it well enough, no matter was laid againft me, 
but was gathered upon mine own confeffion. Becaufe 
I denied tranfubftantiation, and the wicked to receive 
Chrift's body in the facrament, therefore I was condemn- 
ed and excommunicated, but not by the church, although 
the pillars of the church (as they be accounted) did it. . 

Chichefler. No : I heard fay the caufe of your im- 
prifonment was, for that you exhorted the people to 
take the fword in one hand and the mattock in the other. 

Tork. Yea, and you behaved yourfelf before the coun- 
cil fo ftoutly at firft, that you would defend the religion 
then ; and therefore worthily were you imprifoned. 

Brad. Your gr/ice heard me anfwer my lord chan- 
cellor to that point. But fuppofe I had been fo flout 
as they and your grace make it, 'were not the laws of 
the realm then on mykfide ? Wherefore unjuftly then was 
I imprifoned : only that which my lord chancellor pro- 
pounded, was my confeffion of Chrift's truth againft 
tranfubftantiation, and of that which the wicked do 
receive, as I faid. 

Tork. You deny the prefertce. 

Brad. I do not, to the faith of the worthy receivers. 
Tork. Why ? what is that to fay other, chan that 
Chrift lieth not on the altar ? 

3 C mrdZford- 
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Brad. My lord, 1 believe no fuch prefence. 
Chichefter. It feemerh that you have not read Chry- 
foftom : for he proveth it. 

Brad, Hitherto f have been kept well enough 
without books : howbeit this 1 do remember of Chry- 
foftom, that he faith that Chriff lieth upon the altar, as 
the feraphiirn with their 1 tongs touch our lips with the 
coals of the altar in heaven, which is an hyperbolical 
fpeech, of whkh you know Chryfoftom is full. 

Torh It is evident that you are too far gone ; but let 
us come then to the church, oat of which you are ex- 
communicated. 

Brad. 1 am not excommunicated out of Chrift's 
church, my lord, although they Which feeta to be in 
the church, and of the church, have excommunicated 
me, as the poor blind man was, John ix. i am fure 
Chrift receivetti me. . 

Here, after much talk of excommunication, at length 
Ml*. Bradford faid i Affuredly, as I think you did well 
to deparE from the Romifh church, fo 1 think you 
have done wickedly to couple yourfeVves to it again } for 
you can never prove that, which you call the mother 
church, to be Chrift's church. 

Chichefter. Ah; Mr. Bradford, you Were but a child 
•when this matter began. I was a young man, and 
theri coming from the oniver-fity, I went with the 
world ; but it was always- againft my confeience. 

Brad. I was but a. child then, howbeit as I told 
you, I think yea have done evil. For you are' come 
arid have brought others to that wicked man which 
fltteth in the temple of God, that is in the chgrch : for 
it cannot be underltbod of Mahomet, or any out of the 
church, but of fuch as bear rule in the: chureh. - -. :■• . 

7ork. See how you build your faith upon fuch 
places of feripturek as are rnoft obfeure, todeceive your- 
felf, as though in the church, wh«re you are not; 

Bnld. Well, my lord, though I might -by- -fruits 
judge 1 of you and others, yet wiFI't not utterly exclude 
you out of the church. And if I were in youlr Cafe, I 
would not condemn feVrh utterly that ia &t my faith in 
the facrarrient, knowing as yoa kribw,thatr atfcaft'SoQ 
years after Chrift, -as my lord of Durham wrttetrv it 
was free to.belteve or not be^e-tranfubftantiatiefi: 

Chicbejier. tit ii an heretic, and fo none of the 
church, that do* hold any doctrine againft the defini- 
tion of the church; as a man to- hold againft tranfub- 
ftantiation. Cyprian was no heretic,. though he believed 
re-baptizing of them whet were baptized by heretics, 
becaufe he held it before the church had defined it, 
whereas if he had held it after, then had he been an 
heretic. 

. Brad. Oh my lord, will you condemn to the 
devil any man that belicveth truly the twelve articles of 
the faith, (wherein I take the unity of Chrift's church to 
eonfift) although in feme points he believe not the defi- 
nition of that which you call the church ? I doubt not 
but that he which holdeth firmly the articles of our be- 
lief, though in other things he diffent from your defini- 
tions, yet he fhall be faved. 

Tork &? Chichefter. Yea, this is your divinity. 

Brad. No, it b St. Paul's, who faith, that if they 
hold the foundation, Chrift, though they build upon 
him ftraw and ftubble, yet they fhall be faved. 

Tork. You delight to lean to hard and dark places of 
the fcriptures. 

Chichefter. I will fhew you that Luther did excom- 
municate Zuinglius for this matter, and fo he read a 
place of Luther making for his purpofc. 

Brad. My lord, what Luther writeth, as you mind 
it not, no more do I in this cafe. My faith is not built 
on Luther, Zuinglius, Oecolampadius, in this point. 
• Tork. Well, you are out of the communion of the 
church. 

Brad. I am not, for it confifteth and is in faith. 

'York. Lo,'how you make your church ihvifible ; for 
you would have the communion of it eonfift in faith. 

Brad. For to have communion with the church 
■j» cdeth no vifibYcrtefs of it ; for communion conrfifteth, 
as I faid, in faith, and not in exterior ceremonies, as 
appeareth both by St. Paul, who would' have one faith, 
and by Irenseus to Viftor, for the obfervation of Eafter, 



faying, that difagreeing about fafting fliould not break 
the agreement of faith. 

Chichefter. The fame plnce hath often even wounded 
my confeience, becaufe we feparated ourfelves from the 
fee of Rome. 

Bradford. Well, God forgive you, for you have done 
evil in bringing England thither again. 

York. You think that none is of the church, but fuch 
as fufferpcrfecution. 

Bradford. What I think, God knoweth: I pray your 
grace to judge rhe by my words, and mark what St. 
Paul' faith ,- " All that will live godly in Chrift Jefus, 
muft fuffer perfection." 

Tork. Welt Mr. Bradford, we lofe our labour ; 
for you feek to pus away all things which are told you 
for yonr good : yoirr church no man can know. 

Bradford. Yes, that you well may. 

Tork. I pray you whereby ? 

Bradford. Chryfoftom- faith, only by the fcriptures. 

7ork. Chryfoftom is an imperfect work. The church 
isbeft known by fucceffion of bifhops. 

Bradford. No, my lord, Lyra upon Matthew writeth, 
that •« The church confifteth not in men- by reafon 
either of fecular or temporal power, but in men endued 
with true knowledge, and confeffion of faith, and of 

■ Then came one of the fcrvants, and told them, that' 
lord Durham tarried for them at the archbifhop of 
York's houfc; upon which they put up their written; 
books of common places, and faid that they lamented 
his cafe r they deftred him to read over a book which 
did Mr. Crorrve good ; and wifhing him good in words, 
went their way, and Bradford to his prifon. 

Within two days following came into the Compter 
two Spanifh friars to talk With Mr Bradford, fent (as 
they faid) by the earl of Derby ; of whom one was the' 
king's confefTor, the other was Alphonfus, who had be- 
fore written a popifh book againft herefies. 

AlpUnftts. What is the matter whereof you were 
condemned ? we know not; 

Bradford, Sir, I -have been in prifon almoft two 
years : I never trangreffed any of their laws for which 
1 might juftly be imprifoncd, and now I am condemned, 
becaufe I frankly confeffed my faith concerning the 
facramcnt, when I was demanded in thefe two points,- 
one, that there is no tranfubftantiation; the other, that the 
wicked do not receive Chrift's body. 

Alpbon/ns. Do you not believe that Chrift is prefent 
really and corporally iii the form of bread ? 

Bradford. No, 1 do believe that Chrift is prefent to 
the faith of the worthy receiver, as there is prefent bread 
and wine to the fenfes and outward man : as for any 
fuch prefence of including and placing Chrift, 1 believe 
not, nor dare I believe. 

Alphonfus. 1 am fure- you believe Chrift's natural 
body is circumfcriptible. ' 

^ And here he made much ado of the two natures of 
Chrift, how that the one is every-wherc, and the other 
is in his proper place, demanding fuch queftions as no 
wife man would have fpentany time about. 

At laft the difputation became fo high that the friar 
fell into a violent rage, and finally declared, that Brad- 
ford could not find in fcripture that baptifm and the 
Lord's fuppcr bare any limilitudc together. And here 
he triumphed before the conqueft, faying, that thefe men 
would have nothing but fcripture, and yet are able to 
prove nothing by the fcripture. 

Bradford. Be patient, and you fhall fee that by the 
fcripture I will find baptifm and the Lord's fupper 
coupled together. St. Paul faith, "That as wc are 
baptized into one body, fo wc were Potali in una fpiritu, 
i. e. wc have drank of one fpir.it," meaning the cap in the 
Lord's flipper. 

Alphonfus, St. Paul hath no fuch words. 

Bradford. Give me a Teftament, and 1 wjll fhew you: 

So a pried that fat by- them gave him his Teftament, 
and he (hewed them the- plain text. Then they looked 
one upon another. In fine, the friar made this fimple 
ihitr, that St. Paul fpake not of the facrament. 

Bradford, Well, rhe text is plain enough, and thereare 
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many of the fathers which do fo understand the place : 
for Chryfoftom doth expound it fo< 

Alphonfus, which had the Teftamcnt in his hand, 
defirous to fupprefs this foil, turned the leaves; of the 
book from leaf to leaf, till he came to the place, 1 Cor. 
xi. and there he read how that he was guilty, which 
made no difference of the Lord's body. 

Bradford. Yea, but therewith he faith, " He that 
eateth of the bread:'' calling it bread ftill : and that 
after confecration (as you call it) as in the tenth of the 
Corinthians he faith, " The bread which we break," 
&c. 

Alphonfus. Oh how ignorant are you who know not 
that things after their converfion do - retain the fame 
names which they had before, as Mofes's rod: and 
calling for a bible^ after he had found the place he 
began to triumph. But Bradford copied him quickly, 
faying, . 

Sir, there is mention made of the converfion, as well 
as that the fame appeared to the fenfe*. But here you 
cannot find it fo. Find me one word how the bread 
is converted, and I will then fay, you bring fome mat- 
ter that maketh for you. 

At thefe words Alphonfus was troubled, and at length 
he faid, That Bradford banged on his own fenfe. 

Bradford. No, that do 1 not : for I will bring you 
the fathers of the church 800 years after Chrifl, to con- 
firm what I fpeak. 

Alphonfus. This church hath defined the contrary, 
and that 1 will prove by all the good fathers from 
Chrift's afcenfion, even for 800 years at leaft continu- 
ally. 

Bradford. What will you fo prove ; Tranfubftantia- 
tion ? 

Alphonfus. Yea, that the bread is turned into Chrift's 
body. 

Bradford. You fpeak more than you can do. 
Alphonfus. That do I not. 
Bradjord. Then will I give place. 
Alphonfus. Will you believe ? 

Bradford. Belief is God's gift; therefore I cannot 
promife: but I tell you I will give place : and I hope 
I lhall believe his truth always, fo good is he to me in 
Chrift my Saviours ' 

Here the friar found great fault with Mr. Bradford's 
anfwer. But this he let pafs, and repeated his qucf- 
rion, if he could prove it as he faid, whether he would 
give place? 

Bradford. Yes, that I will. Then called he for paper, 
pen, and ink, to write ; and then faid I, Suppofe that 
I prove by the teftimony of the fathers, that continu- 
ally for 800 years after Chrift at leaft, they did believe 
that the fubftance of bread doth remain in the facra- 
ment, what will you do ? 

Alphonfus. I will give place. 

Bradford. Then write you here that you will give 
place if I fo prove, and i will write that I will give 
place if you fo prove; becaufe you are the elder you 
lhall have the pre-eminency. 

The king's confeflbr alked Bradford what the fecond 
queftion was ? 

Bradford. That wicked men receive not Chrift's bo- 
dy in the facrament, as Sc. Auguftine fpeaketh of Ju- 
das, that he received the bread of the Lord, but not 
bread the Lord. 

Alphonfus. St. Auguftin faith not fo. 

Bradford. Yes, that he does. So they arofe and talked 
no more of the matter. Thus went ihey away. 

After they were gone, one of the priefts came, and 
defircd Bradford not to be fo obftinate. 

Bradford. Sir, be not you fo wavering ; in all the fcrip- 
tures you cannot find thefe words, There is not bread. 

Prieft. Yes, thaul can, in five places. 

Bradford. Then I will eat your book. So the book 
was opened, but no place found: and he went his way 
fmiling, God help us ! 

On the 21ft of March, Mr. Bradford being called 
down, as foon as he entered into the' hall, Dr. Wefton 
very gently took him by the hand, and afked how he 



did, with fiich other talk. At length he defired them 
to go out of the chamber: fo they all went out 
fave Dr. Wefton himfelf, Mr. Collier, the carl of Der- J 
by's fervant, the fub-dean of Weftminfter, the keeper, 
Mr. Glaydon, and the parfon of the church near the 
Compter. • 

Now when he began with Mr. Bradford, to tell how 
that he had often intended to have come unto him, be- 
ing defired by the earl of Derby: and (faid he) after 
I pciceived by this man, that you could be contented 
rather to fpeak with me, than any other, I could not 
but come to do you all the good I can ; for you may be 
fure 1 will never hurt you. 

Sir, replied Mr. Bradford, when 1 perceived by the 
report of my lord's fervant, that you did bear me good 
will, more (as he faid") than any other of your fort, I 
told hini then, that I could be better content and more 
willing to talk with you, if you fhould come unto me. 
This did 1 fay : othcrwifc I defired not your coming. 

Wefton. Well, Mr. Bradford, now I am come to talk 
with you: but before we enter into any talk, certain 
principles we muft agree upoh, which ftiaii be this 
day's work. 

Firft, faid he, I ftiall defire- you to put away all 
vain glory, and not hold- any thing for the praife of the 
world. 

Bradford. Sir, St. Auguftine maketh that indeed a 
piece of the definition of an heretic : which if 1 cannot 
put away clean, (for I think there 'will be a fpice of it 
remain in us, as long as this'flefh liveth) yet 1 promife 
you by the grace of God, that I purpofe not to yield to 
it. God I hope will never fuffer it to bear rule in them 
that ftrive againft it, and defire all the dregs of it utterly 
to be driven out of us. 

Wefton. 1 am glad to hear you fay fo, although indeed 
I think you do not fo much eftcem it as others do. 

Secondly. I would defire you that you will put away 
Angularity in your judgment and opinions. 

Bradford. Sir, God forbid that 1 lhould ftick to my 
Angularity or private judgment in God's religion. Hi- 
therto I have not defircd it, neither do, nor mind at any 
time to hold any other doctrine than is public and" ca- 
tholic, (underftand catholic as good men do) according 
to God's word. " a 

Wefton. Very well, this is a good day's work, I hope 
to do you good : and therefore now thirdly, I fhall pray 
you to write me the heads of thofe things whereupon 
you Hand in the facrament, and to fend them to me be- 
twixt this and Wednefday next : until which time, yea, 
until I come to you again, be allured that you are with- 
out all peril of death. Of my fidelity, I warrant you, 
therefore away with all doubts, &c. 

Bradford. Sir, I will write you the grounds I lean to 
in this matter. As for death, if it come, welcome be 
it; this which you require of me ftiall be no great hin- 
drance to me therein. 

Wefton. You know that St. Auguftine was a Mani- 
chean, yet he was converted at length ; fo that I have 
good hope of you. 

Bradford. Sir, becaufe I will not flatter you, I would 
you lhould flatly know, that I am even fettled in that 
religion for which I am condemned. 

Wefton. Yea, but if it be not the truth, and you fee 
evident matter to the contrary, will vou not then give 
place ? 

Bradford. God forbid, but that I lhould always give 
place to the truth. 

IVefton. I would, have you fo to pray. 

Bradford. So 1 do, and that he will more and more 
confirm me in it, as he hath done and doth. 

Wefton. Yea, but pray with a condition if you be 
in it. 

Bradford. No, Sir, I cannot pray fo, becaufe I am 
fettled and affured of his truth. 

Well, faid Wefton, as the learned bifhop anfwercd 
St. Auguftine's mother, that though he was obftinate, 
yet the tears of fuch a mother could not but win her 
fon : fo alfo I hope your prayers (for then. Bradford's 
eyes did mew that he had wept in praver) cannot but 
3D be 
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be heard by God, though not as you would, yet as beft 
fiiall plcafc him. Do you not remember the hiftory 

thereof? 

Bradford. Yea, fir, I think it is of St. Ambrofe. 

W'i'ihii. No, that it is not. And here Wefton would 
have laid a wager, and began to triumph, faying to 
Brad ford, As you are oVerfeen herein, fo are you in 

° C Bradflrd^V/A], fir, I will not contend with you for 
the name: This Sr. Auiiuftine wrireth in his confellicns. 

After this talk Dr. We (fori began to tell Mr. Brad- 
ford, that the people were perfuaded by him to with- 
fhmd the queen. 

The end was this, that Bradford fhpuld fend unto 
him the heads of the doctrine of the fupper, and after 
Wcdnefdayhc would come unto him again; and thus 
he departed, after he had drunk to him in beer and wine. 

Tn the mean time, when Mr. Bradford had written 
his reafon-i and arguments, and had fent them to Dr. 
Wefton, foon "after, about the 28th of March, there 
came to the Compter Dr. Pendleton, and with him the 
afoixfaid Mr. Collier, fometime warden of Manchcf- 
tea, and Stephen Bech. After falutations, Dr. Pen- 
dleton began to fpeak to Mr. Bradford, that he was 
forry for his trouble. And further, faid he, after that 
I knew you could be content to talk with me, I made 
the more fpecd, being as ready to do you good, and 
fervc you what I can, as you would wilh. 

Bradford. Sir, I remember that once you were (as 
far as any. man might judge) of the religion that I am 
of at prrfent, and L remember that you have earneftly 
fct forth the fame. Gladly therefore would I learn of 
you what thing it was that moved your confeience to 
alter, and gladly would I fee what thing it is that you 
have fecn finee which you faw not before. 

Pendleton. I do not know for what you are con- 

' Bradford. Tranfubftantiation is the caufe for which T 
am condemned, and becaufc I deny that wicked men 
do receive Chrift's body: w herein I would defire you to 
fhew me what reafons which before you knew not, did 
move your confeience now to alter. For once, (as I 
faid; you were as I am in religion. 

Here Mr. Pendleton, half amazed, began to excufe 
himfelf, as though he had not fully denied tranfub- 
ftantiation indeed, although 1 faid, fays he, that the 
word was not in fcripture : and fo he made an endlefs 
talc of the thing that moved him to alter: but (faid 
he) I will gather you the places which moved mc, 
and fend you them. And here he dcilred Mr. Brad- 
ford that he might have a copy of that which he had 
lent to Dr. Wefton : which Mr. Bradford promifed 

Dr. Wefton came to Mr. Bradford the fame day, and 
he defired every man prefent to depart. And after he 
had thanked Mr. Bradford for his writing to him, he 
pulled out of his bofom the writing which Mr. Bradford 
had lent htm. The writing is as follows: 

CERTAIN REASONS araiitft TR AN SUBSTANTI- 
ATION, colirf/rd by Mr, JOHN BRADFORD, and 
given to Dr. WESTON, and Others. 

THAT which is former (faith Tertullian) is true; 
that which is latter falfe. But the dodlrine of 
tranfubftantiation is a late doctrine, for it was not defi- 
ned generally before the council of Lateran, about 12 15 
years after Chrift's coming, under pope Innocent, the 
third of that name. For before that time it was free for 
all men to believe, or not believe it, as the bifliop of 
Durham doth witnefs in his book of the prefence of 
thrift in his fupper, lately publifhed. Therefore, the 
dodlrine of tranfubftantiation is falfe. 

2. That the words' of Chrift's fupper be figurative, the 
circumftances of the fcriptures, the analogy or propor- 
tion of the facramcnts, and the opinions of all the holy- 
fathers, which were, and' wrote for the fpace of loop 



U years after Chrift's. afccnfipn, ? d«* .teach ; whe<e^pqn 
it follows, that there, iivas no fifanfttb.ftantiatiorf, . :L • 
J 1 3. That the Lord gave to his. difciples bread, and 
,j called it his body, the fcriptures .do witnefs. I'or ; ;hfi 
if gave that and called it his body, which ■ he. took. . in 
! his hand, whereon he gave thanks, which ajfo he brake* 
!l and gave to his difciples, that is to fay, bread, as r&he. 
ji fathers Irenasus,, Tertullian, Qniger*, Cyprian, Epipha- 
| nius, Auguftinc, , arid ail the refidue which are, o#-ar»r 
|; tiquity, do affirm: but inafmuch as the fubftance of 
bread and wine is another thing than the fubftance of the 
body and blood of thrift, it plainly appeareth that there 
is no. tranfubftantiation. ... . . . 

j 4 The thread is no more traqfubftantiate than the 
: wine: but that the wine is not . tranfubftantiate, Sr.. 
; Matthew and St. Mark teach us: for they witnefs 
that Chrift, faid he w;ould, drink no more of the. fruit 
of the vine, which was not blood but wine: and, there- 
fore it follows, nthat there is no tranfubftantiation. 
Chryfoftom upon Sti Matthew, and Cyprian do affirm 
this reafon. . 

5. As the bread in the Lorcj's fupper is Chrift's 
natural body, fo it is his myftical body : for the fame 
Spirit: that fpakc of it, This is my body, .faid a.Ifo 
For we many are. one,, thread, one body, &c. bur. now 
it is not the myftical body by tranfubftantiaripn, "and 
therefore it is not his natural body by tranfubftanti- 

6. The words fpoken over the. cup in, St. Luke and 
.St. Paul, are not fo mighty and effectual, as to tranfufo- 
ftantiateit: for then the cup, or .that which is in it, 
fhould be tranfubftanriared ito the New Teftament : 
therefore the words fpoken over the bread,, are not fo 
mighty as to make tranfubftantiation. 

7. All that doctrine which agrecth with thpfe churches 
which be apoftolica! mother churches, is to be counted 
for truth, becaufe it holdcth that which thefe churches 
received of the apoftles, the apoftles of Chrift, and 
Chrift of God. But it is nianifeft that the doftrinc 
taught at this prefent by the church of Rome, con- 
cerning tranfubftantiation, doth not agree with the 
apoftolical and mother churches of Greece, of Corinth, 
of Phili'ppos, Coloflia, Th.cfTalonica, and Ephcfus, 
which never taught tranfubftantiation ; yea, it agrceth 
not with the dodlrine of the church of Home, as it 
was taught in times paft. 

After Mr. VVcfton's departure, the keeper, Mr. 
Claydon, and Stephen Bech came to Mr. Bradford, 
and fpake to him in fuch a manner as if they had been 
his utter enemies, notwithftanding the friendfliip they 
hitherto pretended. If God be with us, it matters not 
who is againft us. 

There was a certain gentlewoman's fervant came, 
which gentlewoman had been cruelly afflicfted, and 
\ mifcrably handled by her father and mother for not 
coming to mafs; and the would have been put to 
death, had not the providence of God delivered her 
from her father's houfe. 

This gentlewoman's fervant therefore coming to Mr. 
Bradford, and taking him by the hand, faid, God be 
thanked for you. How do you do ? 

Mr. Bradford anfwered, Well, I thank God. For 
as men in failing, which be near to the fhore or haven 
where they would be, would be nearer,- even fo the 
nearer 1 am to God, the nearer I would be. 

Servant. Sir, I have never feen you fo ftrong and 
healthful in body, as methinks you be now. 

Why, faid Bradford, I have given over all care and 
ftudy, and I only covet to be talking with him, whom 
I have always ftudicd to ferve. 

Servant. Well, God hath done much for you fince 
the time that I firft knew you, and hath wrought won- 
derfully in you to his glory. 

Bradford. Truth it is, for he hath dealt favourably 
with me, in that he hath not punifhed me according 
to my fins, but hath fuffered mc to live, that I might 
feek repentance. 

Servant. We hear fay, there is a rod made fo grievous, 
out of which J think no man fhall pluck his head. .-. 

Bradford. 
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Brad. Well, let all that be of Chrift's Bock, arm 
themfelves to fuffer: for I think verily, God will not 
have one of his to efcape untouched, if he love him, let 
them feek what means or ways they can. 

Serv. Well, fir, there is a difcourfe of a friar that 
preached before the king, who told him, that he fhould 
be guilty of the innocent blood that hath been fhed of 
late. 

Indeed, faid Bradford, I had a book within thefe two 
days of his writing, and therein he faith, that it is not 
meet nor convenient that heretics fhould live : and there- 
fore I do marvel how that talk fliould rife: for I have 
heard of it alfo, and 1 have alfo talked with this friar 
(he is named Alphonfus) and with divers others, and 
I praife God they have confirmed me : foe they have 
nothing to fay but that which is molt vain. 

Serv. Sir, Mr. Cardmaker commendeth himfelf unto 
you. 

Brad. How doth he, how doth he ? 
Serv. Well, God be thanked. 

Brad. I am very glad thereof : for indeed my lord 
chancellor did call him in my teeth : but as David faith, 
God hath difappointed him. 

Serv. Forfooth, God's name be praifed, he is very 
ftrong. 

Brad. And I truft, fo are we. What el fe ? our quar- 
rel ismoft juft: therefore let us not be afraid. 

Serv. My miftrefs commendeth herfelf unto you. 
Brad. How doth Ihe? 

Serv. Well, God be praifed, but flic hath been forer 
afflicted by her own father and mother, than ever you 
were with your imprifonment ; and yet God hath pre- 
fcrved her, I truft to his glory. 

Brad. I pray you, tell her, I read this day a godly 
hiftory, written by Bafilius Magnus, of a virtuous wo- 
man who was a widow, and was named Juleddo. She 
had great lands and many children, and nigh her dwelt 
a cormorant, who for her virtuous and pious living, 
had great indignation againft her, and of very malice he 
took away her lands, fo that {he was conftrained to go to 
law with him: and in conclufion, the matter came to 
the trial before the jndge, who demanded of this tyrant 
why he wrongfully with-held thefe lands from this wo- 
man ? He made anfwer and faid, he might fo do, for 
(faid he) this woman is difobedient to the king's pro- 
ceedings : for (he will in no wife worfliip his gods, nor 
offer facrifice unto them. Then thejudge hearing that, 
faid unto her, Woman, if this be true, thou art not 
only like to lofe thy land, but alfo thy life, unlcfs that 
thou worfliip our gods, and do facrifice unto them. 
This good woman hearing that, fteps forth to the judge, 
and faid, Is there no remedy but either to worfhip your 
falfe gods, or elfe to lofe my lands and life ? Then fare- 
wel fuit, farewcl lands, farewel children, farcwel friends, 
yea and farewel life too: and in refpect of the true 
honour of the everliving God, farewel all. And with 
that faying the judge committed her to prifbn, and after- 
wards lhe fuffered mod cruel death : and being brought 
to the place of execution, fhe exhorted all women to be 
ftrong and conftant. For, faith fhe, you were redeemed 
with as dear a price as men. For although you were 
made of the rib of the man, yet are you all of his flefti: 
fo that alfo in the cafe and trial of your faith towards 
God, you ought to be as ftrong. And thus died fhe 
conftantly, not fearing death. I pray you, tell your 
miftrefs of this ftory. 

Serv. That 1 fliall, fir, by God's grace: for fhe told 
me that flic was with you and Mr. Saunders, and receiv- 
ed your kind counfcl. 

Brad. We never gave her other counfel but the 
truth, and in witnefs thereof, we have and will feal it 
with our blood. For I thought this night I had been 
fent for, becaufe at eleven o'clock there was fuch a rap- 
ping at the door. 

Then anfwered a maid, and faid, Why then, I per- 

CC1 )jr^. U You1(hal?hear how fearful I was. For I con- 
fidered that 1 had not flcpt, and I thought to take a nap 
before 1 went : and after I was afleep, thefe men came 
into the next chamber, and fang, as it was told me, and 
18. 



yet for all my fearfulnefs, I heard them not : therefore 
1 could not be much afraid, if I flept fo fart. 

Serv. Do you lack anything towards your neceflity ? 

Brad. Nothing but your prayers, and I trufl I have 
them, and you mine. 

Serv. 1 faw a prieff come to you to-day in the 

Brad. Yea, he brought mc a letter from a friar, and 
I am writing an anfwer. 

Serv. Then we hinder you, therefore the living God 
be with you. 

Brad. And with you alfo, and blefs you. 
Serv. Amen, amen ; and gave him thanks and de- 
Mr. Bradford continued frill in prifon, until the 
month of July, in fuch labours and fufferings as he 
always before had fuftaincd in prifon. But u hen the 
time of his determined death was come, he was fuddenly 
conveyed out of the. Compter where he was prifoncr, in 
the night feafon to Newgate, as is declared before, and 
from thence he was carried the next morning to Smith- 
field, where he conftantly abiding in the fame truth of 
God, which before he had confefled, earneftly exhorting 
the people to repent, and to return to Chrift, and fweet- 
ly comforting the pious young man of nineteen or twenty 
years of age, who fuffered with him, chearfully ended 
his painful life to live with Chrill. 

The Examination of Mr. John Leap. 

WITH Mr. Bradford was burnt John Leaf, ap- 
prentice to Humphry Gaudy, tallow chandler, 
of the parifh of Chrift-church, in London, born at 
Kirkly Morefide, in the county of York ; who upon the 
Friday before Falm-Sunday was committed to the 
Compter in Bread-ftreet, by an alderman of the ward 
where the faid John Leaf dwelt. Afterwards Le com- 
ing to examination before bifliop Bonner, gave a firm 
and chriftian reftimony of his doctrine and profeflion, 
anfwering to fuch articles as were objected to him by the 
faid biftiop. 

Firft, As touching his belief and faith in the faid fh- 
crament of the altar, he anfwered, that after the words 
of confecration fpoke by the prieft over the bread and 
wine, there was not the very true and natural body and 
blood of Chrift in fubftance; and further did hold and 
believe, that the faid facrament of the altar, as is now 
called, ufed, and believed in this realm of England, is 
idolatrous and abominable; and alfo faid further, that 
he believed, that after the words of confecration fpoke 
by the prieft over the material bread and wine, there is 
not the fclf fame fubftance of Chrift's body and blood 
there contained ; but bread and wine, as it was before. 
And further faid, that he believed, that when the prieft: 
delivereth the faid material bread and wine to the com- 
municants, he delivereth only material bread and wine; 
and the communicants do receive the lame in remem- 
brance of Chrift's death and palfion, and fpiritually in 
faith they receive Chrift's body and blood, but not under 
the forms of bread and wine : and alfo affirmed, that 
he believed confefiion not necelTary to be made unto a 
prieft ; neither that the prieft hath any authority given 
him by the fcripture to abfolve and remit any fin. 

Upon thefe his anfwers, and teflimony of his faith, 
he was at that time difmilfed, with orders to appear 
again on the next Monday, June 10, in the faid place, 
there- and then to hear the fentence or his condemnation. 
At which time the aforcfaid bifliop propounded the faid 
articles to him as belbre, endeavouring by all manner 
of ways to bring him to renounce his religion ; but not- 
withftanding all his perfunfions, threats, and promifes, 
found him the fame man ftill, fo planted upon the lure 
rock of truth, that no words or deeds of men could 

Then the bifliop, after many words palling between 
them, at laft alked him, if he had Decn Mr. Rogers's 
fcholar? To whom the aforefaid John Leaf anfwered 
again, granting it fo to be; and that he believed in the 
doctrine of the faid Rogers, and in the doctrine of bi- 
fliop Hooper, Cardmaker, and others of their opinion, 

3 a who 
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who were lately burned for the teftimony of Chrift, and' ' 
that he would die in that doctrine that they died for.. 
The bifhop {till continued perfuading him to return to : 
the unity of the church, but he anfwcred again in thefe 
words: My lord, (faid he) you call mine opinion herc- 
fy ; but it is the true light of the word of God. And 
again repeating the fame, he profefled that he would 
never forfdkc his ffayed and well grounded opinion, 
while the breath fhould be in his body. Whereupon 
the bifhop being too weak, either to refute his fentence, 
or to remove his conftancy, proceeded confequently to 
read the fciltcnce of condemnation ; whereby this pious 
and cortltant young man being committed to the fecular 
power of the fheriffs there prefent, was then adjudged, 
and not long after fufFered, the fame day with Mr. Brad- 
ford, confirming with his death that which he had fpo- 
ken and profefled in his life. 

It is reported of the faid John Leaf, by one that was 
- in the Compter at the fame time, and faw the thing, that 
after his examinations before the bifhop, when two bills 
were fent unto him in the Compter in Bread-ltreet, the 
one containing a recantation, the other his confeffions, 
to know to which of thetifi'he would put his hand ; firft 
hearing the bill of recantation read unto him, (becaufe 
he could not read nor write himfelf) that he refufed. 
And when the bill of his confeffions was read unto him, 
inftead of aj>en he took a pin, and fo pricking his hand, 
fprinkled the blood upon the faid bill, defiring the rea- 
der thereof to fhew the bifhop, that he had fealed the 
fame bill with his blood already. 

On the Death a/" Mr. John Bradford. 

LET no difciple 'bove his mafter be, 
God's fcrvants are not from afflictions free, 
God, whom he loves, chaftifes every fon j 
Strait is the way to the celeftial throne. 
Thefe words whilft, Bradford, thou didft ruminate, 
No humane threats, no fears, no difmal ftate, 
Could fhock thy fteady foul j no fiery dart 
Of Satan's malice wound thy conftant heart : 
But thou didft freely (arm'd with grace divine) 
Thy body to the flaming pile refign. 

Mr. Bradford, during the time of his imprifonment, 
•wrote feveral comfortable treatifes, and many pious let- 
ters, of which, fome were directed to the city of Lon- 
don, Cambridge, Walden, to Lancafhire and Chefhire, 
and divers to his other private friends. Which letters, 
to the intent it may appear how well this good man 
occupied his time in'prifon, what fpecial zeal he bare to 
the ftate of Chrift's church, whar care he had to per- 
form his office, how earneftly he admonifhed all men, 
how tenderly he comforted the heavy-hearted, how faith- 
. fully he confirmed them whom he had taught, we thought 
good here to introduce : all the letters that he wrote 
cannot be here exhibited, being fo many in. number that 
they alone would make a large volume ; however, for 
the fatisfaction of the pious reader, we will infert thofe 
that are judged the beft and moft excellent among them. 

It has been mentioned before how the earl of Derby 
complained in the parliament houfe, of certain letters 
written-by John Bradford out of prifon, to Lancafhire; 
and he was likewife charged by the bifhop of Winches- 
ter, and Mr. Allen, with fome other letters. Now to 
the intent that the reader may more perfectly underftand 
what fort of letters thefe were, which he wrote to his 
mother, brethren, and filters, out of the Tower, before 
his condemnation, we will here produce the copy and 
. contents as followeth. 

LETTER I. 
From Mr. Bradford to his Mother, a pious Matron, 
dwelling in Manciiesteu, and to- bis Brethren and 
Sifters, and other Friends there. 

OUR dear and fvvcet Saviour Jefus Chrift, wbofc 
prifoner at this prefertt (praifed behisnamc) I 
am, prefervc and keep you, my good mother, with 
my brothers and lifters, my fathers John Traves, Tho- 
mas Sorrocold, Laurence and James Bradfhaw, with 



their wives and families, &c. now and for ever, Amen. 

I am now in prifon, fecure enough from ftarting, to 
confirm what I have preached unto you, as I am 
ready (1 thank God) to feal the fame with my life and 
blood, if God (hall voUchfafe to make me worthy of 
that honour. For, good mother and brethren, it is'a 
mod fpecial benefit from God, to fuffer for his name's 
fake and gofpel, as now I do ; I heartily thank God 
for it, and am fure that with him I fhall be partaker 
of his glory, as St. Paul faith, " If we fuffer with hirn, 
we fhall reign with him." Therefore be not faint- 
hearted, but rather rejoice, at leaft for my fake, who 
am now in the right and highway to heaven : for by 
many afflictions we muft enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. .Nor will God make known his children. 
When the wind doth not blow, a man cannot know the 
wheat from the chaff; but when the blaft cometh, then 
the chaff fli'eth away, but the wheat remaineth, and.is 
fo from being hurt, that by the wind it is more cleanf- 
ed from the chaff, and known to be wheat. Gold, 
when it is caff in the fire, is the more precious :. fo are 
God's children by the crofs of affliction. God always 
beginneth his judgment at his houfe. Chrift and the 
apoftles were in the'moft mifery in the land of Jewry, 
but yet the whole land fmartcd for it after : fo now .the 
children of God are firft chaftifqd in this world, that 
they fhould not be damned with the world : for funely 
the great plagues of God hangover this realm. 

Ye all know that there never was more knowledge of 
God, and lefs godly living, and true ferving of God. 
It wa9 counted a foolifh thing to ferve God truly; and 
earneft prayer was not minded. Preaching was but a 
paftime. The communion was counted too common. 
Faffing to fubdue the flefh was quite out of ufe. Alms 
was almoft nothing. Malice, covetoufnefs, and uh- 
cleannefs, was common every-where, with fwearing, 
drunkennefs, and idlenefs. God therefore now is come, 
and you have heard me preach, and becaufe he .will not 
damn us with the world, he beginneth to punifh us: 
as me for carnal living. For, as for. my doctrine, I 
am very certain that it is and was God's truth, and by his 
grace 1 refolve to give my life for it; but becaufe : I 
loved not the gofpel as fincerely as I ought, therefore 
doth he thus punifh me ; nay, in punifhing, he rather 
bleffcth me. Indeed I thank him more for this prifon, 
than for any parlour, yea, than for any pleafure that 
ever I had; for in it I always find God my fvveeteft 
and greateft good. The flefh is now punifhed to ad- 
monifh us heartily to live as we profefs ; and to certify 
the wicked of their juft damnation, if they repent not. 

Perhaps you are weakened in that which I hive 
preached, becaufe God doth not defend it, as you think, 
but fuffereth the popifh doctrine to come again and pre- 
vail : but you muft know, good mother, that God by 
this doth prove and try his children, whether they will 
unfeignedly and fimply ftand ftedfaft to him and his 
word. He did fo with the Ifraelites, bringing them 
into a defart, after their coming out of Egypt, where 
(I mean in the wildernefs) was want of all things, in 
comparifon of that which they had in Egypt. Chrift, 
when he came into this world, brought no worldly 
wealth, nor quietnefs with him, but rather war : " The 
world, (faith .he) (hall rejoice, but ye fhall mourn and 
weep, but your weeping fhall be turned into joy : and 
therefore happy are they that mourn and weep, for they 
fhall be comforted." " They are marked then with 
God's mark in their foreheads, and not with the beaJVs 
mark, I mean the pope's Ifiaven crown, who now with 
his fliavclings rejoice ; but woe unto them, for they 
fhall be caft down, they (hall weep and mourn. The 
rich glutton had here his joy, and Lazarus forrow, 
but afterwards the cafe w.is changed. The end of car- 
nal joy is forrow. Now let the whoremonger joy with 
the drunkard, fwearer, covetous, malicious, and blind 
buzzard fir John : for the mafs will not bite them, 
nor make them blufh as preaching doth. Now they 
may do what they will, cofnc devils to church, and go 
devils home again, for no man muft fpeak againft it. 
They are glad of all this I now they have their heart's 
} deure, as the Sodomites had when Lot was gone ; but 
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what followed ? forfooth, when they cried peace, all 
ftiall be well, then came God's vengeance, fire! arid- 
brimftone from heaven, and burnt up. every mother's 
child; even fo (dear mother) will it be to our papifts. 

Wherefore fear God; flick to his word; though all 
the world fvvcrvc from it. Die you muft once, and 
when and how, you cannot tell. Die therefore with 
Chrift, fuffer for ferving him truly, according to his 
word: for we maybe fure, that of all deaths it ought 
to be our greateft defire to die for the caufe of God. 
This is the fafeft way of dying: we need not doubt but 
that we (hall go to heaven, if we die for his name's 
fake And that you fhall fo die, the word of God will 
warrant you, if you flick to that which God by 



e hath 



for by God's grace I will' drink before you of this cup, 
if it be put to me. 

1 doubt not but God will give me grace and ffrength 
to undergo what I purpofe : pray for me,, that I may 
be immoveable in the fiery trial. I am ready whenever 
God (ball be pleafed to call me. Death nor life pn- 
fon nor pleafure, I truft in God, (hall be able to fepa- 
rate me from my Lord God, and his gofpel. In peace 
when no perfecution was, then were you content and 
clad to hear me, then you believed me, and will you 
not do fo now, feeing I fpeak nothing but that which by 
God's erace I will verify with my blood? Good mother, 
I write to you before God, as before him I have 

P Thav ( e * taught the pure word of God ; it is the 
..feme .infallible truth whereof he laid, « Heayen and 
earth (hall part, but my word (toll not pafs. 1 he 
mafs, and fuch baggage as the falfe worfbippers of 
God, and the enemies of Chrifl's crofs (the -papifts) 
have brought in again, to poifon the church of God, 
highly drfpkafeth him, and is abominable in his fight. 
Happy may he be who for confcience fake will fuffer 
the lofsof life or goods, in contending againft if. Come 
not near it. If God be God, follow him : if the mafs 
beGod, let who will fee it, hear, or be prefent at it, go to 
the devil with it. What is there which God ordained ? 
His fuppcr was ordained to be received by us as a memo- 
rial of his death, for the confirmation of our faith, that 
his bodv was broken for us, and his blood fhed for the 
pardon of our fins ; but in the mafs there is no receiv- 
ing, but the prieft alone keepeth all to lumfelf. Clinft 
faith, Take, eat: No, faith "the prieft, Gape, peep. 
Here (in the mafs) is a facrificing, yea, crucifying 
Chrift again as much as they can. Here is idolatry in 
worfhipping the outward iign of bread and wine; here 
is all in Latin, you cannot tell what is faid. In fhort, 
here is nothing as God ordained. Wherefore (my good 
mother) come not near it. 

I prefume fome will fay, that it will be worfe for you, 
if you refufe to go to mafs, and do as others do. But 
be aflured, that God will aflift and protedr you, as. you 
(hall one day find : he Ijath promifed to them who fuf- 
fer for his caufe, his great blefling in this world, and 
in the world to come life cverlafting. 

You (hall be counted an heretic : but they are the he- 
retics that fo call you, whofe praife is a fcandal. 

You arc not able to reafon againft the pricfts, but 
God will, tb.t they fliall not be able to withftand you. 
1 doubt not but father Traves, and others of my bro- 
thers and fiftcrs will comfort and aflift you by their 
counfel and pious examples ; but if they do nor, I your 
fon in God, by his grace, will fo do, and go before 
you : pray that I may be conftant : rejoice in my fuf- 
ferings, for it is for your fakes, that thereby I may con- 
firm the truth 1 have taught. Beware that this letter 
come not abroad, but only into father Traves's hands : 
for if it fhould be known that I have pen and ink in 
prifon, it would be much worfe for me. There.'bre 
keep it to yourfelves, and commend me to God's mercy 
throucrh Tefus Chrift, and pray that he would make me 
worthy to give my life for the . fake of his church and 
gofpel. From the Tower of. London, October 26, 



My .,*„. , „...~ 
enough: like the letter never the worfe. Commend 



1 know the reafon well 



me to all our good brethren and lifters rh. the Lord. 
Howfoever you do, be obedient to the: higher powers; 
that is, in no point either: in hand on-tongue rebel, buc 
rather if they command that which with good con- 
fcience you cannot obeyj 'lay your head on the block, 
and fuller whatfocver they, (hall do or fay. By patience 
poffefs your fouls. 

After the time that Mr. Bradford, was condemned; 
and fent to the Compter, his ad.verfarics purpofed (as ye 
heard before) to fend him to Manchefter to be burned. 
Whereupon he writeth.to the city of London,' thinking 
to take his laft farewel of them in this letter. 
L E T T E li II. 
From Mr. Bradford, to the City of . London. 

TO all that profefs the gofpel and true doctrine of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus' Chrift in the city of 
London, John Bradford, a mod unworthy fervaht of 
the Lord now. not only in. prifon, but alfo excommu- 
nicated and condemned to be burned for the fame trub 
doctrine, wilh.es mercy, grace, and peace, :with increafe 
of all godly knowledge and piety from God the Father 
of mercy, through the merits of our alone and all fuf- 
ficient Redeemer Jcfus Chrift, by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, for ever. Amen. ... •'- 

My dearly beloved brethren in our Saviour Chriff, 
although the time 1 have to live is very little, (for I 
hourly look when I (hall- be had hence to be conveyed 
into Lancafhire there to be burned, and to render my 
life by the providence of God, where I received it) 
and although there is great charge given to keep me 
from all things whereby I might fignify any thing' to 
the world of my eft-ate : yet having, as I now 1 have, 
pen and ink,, through God's working, in fpite of Satan 
and his foldiers, i thought good to write a fhorr confef- 
fion of my faith, and join thereto a little exhortation to 
you all to live according to yourprofeflion. 

Firft; For my faith, I do confefs and pray all the 
whole congregation of Chrift to bear.'wibncfs with me 
of the fame, that i believe conftantly, through the gift 
and goodnefs of God, (for faith is God's only gift) all the 
twelve articles of the fymbol and creed, commonly at- 
tributed to the collection of the apoftles. This my faith 
I would particularly declare and expound to the confir- 
mation and comfort of the fimple ! but alas! by ftarts 
and ftealth .1 write in manner what 1 write, and there- 
fore 1 fhall defire you all to take this brevity in good 
part. And this faith I hold, not becaufe of the creed 
itfelf, but becaufe of the word of God, which teaeheih 
and confirmeth every article accordingly. This word 
of God, written by the prophets and apoftles, left arid 
contained in the canonical books of the old Bible, 1 do 
believe to contain plentifully all things neceflary to fal- 
vation, fo that nothing (as neceflary t-o falvation) ought 
to be added thereto, and therefore the church of Chrift, 
nor none of his congregation, ought to be burdened 
with any other dodtrine, than that which hath it's foun- 
dation and ground from thence. In teftimony of this 
faith, 1 render and give my life, being condemned as 
well for not acknowledging the Antichrift of Rome to 
be Chrifl's vicar general, and fupreme head of his ca- 
tholic and univerfal church here or ellewhere upon 
earth; as for denying the horrible and idolatrous doc- 
trineof tranfubftantiation, and Chrifl's real, corporal, 
and carnal prefence in his flipper, under the foims and 
accidents of bread and wine. 

To believe Chrift our Saviour to be the head of his 
church, and kings in their realms to be the fupreme 
powers, to whom every foul oweth obedience, and to 
believe that in the flipper of Chrift (which the facra- 
mentof the altar, as the papifts call it and ufc it, doth 
utterly overthrow) is a true and very prefence of whole 
Chrift, God and Man, to the faith of the receiver, but 
not to the ftander by, and looker upon, as it is a true 
and very prefence of bread and wine to the fenfes of 
men: to believe this, I "fay, will not ferve, and there- 
fore as an heretic 1 am condemned, and lhall b- burned ; 
whereof I heartily afk C|od mercy that 1 do no more 
rejoice than 1 do, having fo grejt caufe, as to be an 
inflru- 
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inftrument wherein it may pleafe my dear Lord God and j 
Saviour to fuffer. I 
For aibeit fny manifold fins, even fince I came j 
Into prifon, have deferved at the hands of God, not j 
only this temporal, but alfo eternal fire in hell, much I 
more than my former finful lifei -which the Lord par- 1 
don for Chrift's fake, as I know he of his mercy hath 
done, and will never lay mine iniquities to my charge 
to condemnation, fo great is his goodnefs, (praifed 
therefore be his holy name) although, I fay, my late 
manifold and grievous fins have moil jufily deferved 
all the tyranny that man or devil can do unto me ; and 
therefore I confefs that the Lord is juft, his judgments 
be true, and 1 have deferved them : yet the bifhops and 
prelates, inftead of perfecuting them in me, do perfe- 
cute Chrift himfelf, his word, his truth, and his reli- 
gion. And therefore I have great caufe to rejoice that 
ever I was born, and hitherto preferved by the Lord ; 
that by my death, which I deferve for my fins, it plea- 
feth him to glorify his name, to teftify and confirm his 
truth, and to overcome his adverfaries. O good God 
and merciful Father, forgive my great unthankfulnefs, 
efpecially herein. 

And you, my dearly beloved, for the Lord Jcfus 
Chrift's fake, I humbly and heartily in his bowels and 
blood do now for my laft farewel in this prefent life, 
befeech you, and every one of you, that you will con- 
fider this work of the Lord accordingly. By me be 
admonifhed to beware of hypocrify and carnal fecurity ; 
profefs not the gofpel with tongue and lips only ; but 
in heart and in truth frame your lives accordingly : be- 
ware God's name be not evil fpoken of, and the gofpel 
lefs regarded by your conversation. God forgive me 
that I have not fo heartily profeffed it as 1 fhould have 
done, but have fought myfelf, and too much confulted 
my own eafe therein. The gofpel is a new doctrine to 
the old man 5 it is new wine, and therefore cannot be 
put into old bottles, without greater harm than good 
to thofe bottles. If we will talk with the Lord, wc 
muft put off our fhoes and carnal affections ; if we 
will hear the voice of the Lord, we muft wafh our gar- 
ments and be holy ; if we will be Chrift's difciples, we 
muft deny ourfelves, take up our crofs, and follow him ; 
we cannot ferve two matters. If we feek Chrift's king- 
dom, we muft feek the righteoufnefs thereof. To this 
petition, Thy kingdom come, we muft join, Thy will be 
done, done on earth as it is in heaven. If we will not 
be doers of the word, but hearers only, we miferably 
deceive ourfelves. If we hear the gofpel, and love it 
not, we declare ourfelves to be but fools, and builders 
upon the fand. Deceitfulnefs the Lord abhorreth ; if 
we come to him, we muft beware that we come not 
with a double heart ; for then God will anfwer us ac- 
cording to our own folly ; and we fhall deceive our- 
felves and others. 

On this fort, my right dearly beloved, let us heartily 
bewail our fins, repent us of our former evil life, hear- 
tily and earneftly purpofe to amend our lives in all things, 
continually watch in prayer, diligently and reverently 
attend, hear, and read the holy fcriptures, labour after 
our vocation to amend our brethren. Let us reprove 
the works of darknefs. Let us fly from all idolatry. 
Let us abhor the antichriftian and Romiih rotten fcrvice, 
deteft the popifti mafs, renounce the Romifh god, pre- 
pare ourfelves to the crofs, be obedient to all that are 
in authority, in all things that be not againft God and 
his word; for then anfwer with the apoftlcs, "It is 
more meet to obey God than man." Howbeit never 
for any thing refift, or rife againft the magistrates. 
Avenge not yourfelves, but commit your caufe to the 
Lord, to whom vengeance belongeth, and he in his 
time will reward it. If you feel in yourfelves an hope 
and truft in God, that he will never tempt you above 
that he will make you able to bear, be afl'ured the 
Lord will be true to you, and you fhall be able to bear 
all brunts. But if you want this hope, fly and get 
you hence, rather than by your tarrying, God's name 
fhould be difhonoured. 

In fum, caft your care on.'thc Lord, knowing for 



moft .certain, that he is careful fof you ; wijn whom 
all the hairs of your head are numbered, fo that not 
one of them fhall perifh without his good pleafure: 
much more then nothing fhall happen to our bodies^ 
which fhall not be profitable, howfoever for a time it 
feem otherwife to our fenfes: Depend on the provi- 
dence of God, not only when you have means to help 
you, but alfo when you have no means, yea, when all 
means be againft you. Give him this honour, which 
of all other things he chiefly requireth at your hands : 
namely, believe that you are his children through 
Chrift, that he is your Father and God through him, 
that he loveth you, pardoneth you all your offences, 
that he is with you in trouble, and will be with you 
for ever. When you fall, he will put under his hand, 
you fhall not lie ftill : before you call upon him he hear- 
eth you, out of the evil he will finally deliver you, and 
bring you to his eternal joy. Doubt not herein, my 
dearly beloved, doubt not (I fay) this God your Father 
will do for you, not in refpect of yourfelves, but in 
refpect of Chrift your captain, your paftor, your keeper, 
out of whofe hands none fhall be able to pluck you ; 
in him be quiet, and often confider your dignity, 
namely, how that you be God's children, the faints of 
God, citizens of heaven, temples of the Holy Ghoft, 
the thrones of God, members of Chrift and lords over all. 

Therefore be afhamed to think, fpeak, or do any 
thing that fhould be unfeemlyfor Godls children, God's 
faints, Chrift's members, &c. Marvel not though the 
devil and the world hat,e you, though ye be perfecuted 
here, for the fervant is not above his mafter. Covet 
not earthly riches, fear not the power of man, love not 
this world, nor the things of this world ; but long for 
the Lord Jefus's coming, at which time your bodies 
fhall be made like unto his glorious body ; when lie 
appeareth, you fhall be like unto him ; when your life 
fhall be thus revealed, then ye fhall appear with him in 

In the mean time live in hope thereof. Let the life 
you lead be in the faith of the Son of God. " For the 
juft do live by faith ; which faith flieth from all evil, 
and followcth the word of God as a lanthorn to her 
feet, and a light to her fteps ; her eyes be above where 
Chrift is, the bcholdeth not the things prefent, but 
rather things to come; fhe glorieth in affliction ; fhe 
knoweth that the afflictions of this life are not worthy to 
be compared to the glory which God will reveal to us 
and in us. Of this glory God grant us here a lively taftc, 
then fhall we run after the fcent it fendeth forth. It 
will make us valiant men to take to us the kingdom 
of God j whither the Lord of mercy bring us in his 
good time through Chrift our Lord, to whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and 
one God, be all honour and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 

My dearly beloved, I would gladly have given here 
my body to have been burned for the confirmation of 
the true doctrine I have taught here unto you. But 
that my country muft have. Therefore I pray you 
take in good part this fignification of my good will 
towards all of you. Impute the want herein to time 
and trouble. Pardon me mine offenfive and negligent 
behaviour when I was amongft you. With me repent, 
and labour to amend. Continue in the truth which I 
have truly taught uuto you, by preaching in all places 
where I have come; God's name therefore be praifed. 
Confefs Chrift when you be called, whatfoever cometh 
thereof, and the God of peace be with us all, Amen. 
. February 1 1, 1*555. 

Your brother in bonds for the Lord's fake, 

John Bradford. 

L E T T E R III. 
From Mr. Bradford to the Univerfity of Cambridge. 

TO all that love the Lord Jefns and his true doctrine, 
being in the univerfity and town of Cambridge, John 
Bradford, a moft unworthy fervant of the Lord, imprifon- 
ed and condemned for the fame true doctrine, wifhetn 
grace 
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grace, peace, and mercy, with increafe of all godli- 
nefs from God the Father of all mercy, through the 
bloody paflion of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, by the 
lively working of the Holy Spirit for ever, Amen. 

Although I look hourly when I mould be had to the 
ftake, (my right dearly beloved in the Lord) and al- 
though the charge over me is great and Uriel:, yet hav- 
ing by the providence of God fecretly pen and ink, 
I could not but fignify unto you my folicitude which I 
have for all of you in the Lord, though not as I would, 
yet as I may. For albeit I have deferved (through 
my uucleannefs, hypocrify, avarice, vain-glory, idle- 
nefs, unthankfulnefs, and carnality, whereof 1 accufc 
myfelf, to my confufion before the world, that before 
God through Chrift I might, as my aflured hope is I 
fhall, find mercy) eternal death and hell, much more 
than this afflidion and fire prepared for me : yet my 
dearly beloved, it is not thefe, or any of thefe things, 
for which the prelates do pcrfecute me, but God's verity 
and truth; yea, even Chrift himfelf is the only caufe 
for which 1 am now condemned, and fhall be burned 
as an heretic, becaufe 1 will not grant the Antichrift 
of Rome to be Chrift's vicar general and fupreme head 
of his church here, and everywhere upon earth, by 
God's ordinance, and becaufe I will not grant iuch 
corporal, real, and carnal prefence of Chrift's body 
and blood in the facrament, as doth tranfubftantiate 
the fubftance of bread and wine, and is received by 
the wicked, yea by dogs and mice. Alfo I am ex- 
communicated and accounted as a dead member of 
Chrift's church, as a rotten branch, and therefore fhall 
be caft into the fire. 

Therefore you ought heartily to rejoice with me, and 
to give thanks for nie, that God the eternal Father hath 
■vouchfafed our mother to bring up any child in whom 
it would pleafehim to magnify his holy name as he doth, 
and I hope for his mercy and truth's fake, will do in 
me and by me. Oh, what fuch benefit upon earth can 
it be, as that I who deferved death by reafon of my 
fins, ftiould be delivered to a demonftration, a tefti- , 
fication, and confirmation of God's verity and truth? 
Thou mother the univerfity hath not only had the 
truth of God's word plainly manifefled unco thee by 
reading, difputing, and preaching publickly and pri- 
vately; but now to make thee altogether cxcufclefs, 
and as it were, almoft to fin againft the Holy Gholt, 
if thou put to thy helping hand with the Romifh rout 
to fupprefs the verity, thou haft my life and blood as a 
feal to confirm thee, if thou wilt be confirmed, or elfe 
to confound thee, and bear witnefs againft thee, if thou 
wilt take part with the prelates and clergy, which now 
fill up the meafure of their fathers which flew the pro r 
phets and apoftles, that all the righteous blood from 
Abel to Bradford, fhed upon earth, may be required at 
their hands. 

Of this therefore I thought good before my death, 
as time and liberty would fuffcr me, (for the love and 
duty I bear unto thee) to admonifh thee good mother, 
and my lifter the town, that you would call to mind 
from whence you are fallen, and ftudy to do the firft 
works. You know, (if you will) thefe matters of the 
Romifh fupremacy, and the antichriftian tranfubftan- 
tiation, whereby Chrift's fupper is overthrown, his 
priefthood evacuated, his facrifice fruftrated, the mi- 
niftry of his word unplaced, repentance repelled, faith 
fainted, piety cxtinguiftied, the mafs maintained, idola- 
try fupported, and all impiety cheriftied : you know I 
fay (if you will) that thefe opinions are not only befides 
God's word, but even directly againft it, and therefore 
to take part with them, is to take part againft God, 
againft whom you cannot prevail. 

Therefore for the tender mercy of Chrift, . in his 
bowels and blood I befeech you to take Chrift's eye- 
falve to anoint your eyes, that you may fee what you do, 
and have done, in admitting (as I hear you have ad- 
mitted, yea, alas! authorized, and by confent confirm- 
ed) the Romifti rotten rags, which once you utterly 
expelled- O be not " The dog returned to his own 
vomit : the fow that was waftied returned to her wallow- 
ing in the mire,'* % Pet. u. Beware left .Satan enter in 



with feven other fpiritS, and theri the laft fliall be 
worfe than the firft. It had been better jfe had never 
known the truthj than after knowledge to rdrt from it: 
Ah, woe to this world and the things therein, Which 
hath now fo wrought with you. Oh that ever the dirt 
of the devil fhould daub bp the eye of the realm. If 
thou be light and fhine, all the body fhall fare the 
better : but if thou the light be darknefs; alas how great 
will the darknefs be? What is man whofe breath 
is in his noftrils, that thott ftiouldft thus be afraid of 
him? 

Oh what is honour and life here ? Bubbles. What 
is glory in this world, but ftiame? Why art thou afraid 
to carry Chrift's crofs? Wilt thou come into his king- 
dom, and not drink of his cup ? Doft thou not know 
Rome to be Babylon? Doft thou not know that as 
the old Babylon had the children of Judah in capti- 
vity, fo hath this Rome the true Judah, that is, the 
confeflbrs of Chrift ? Doft thou not know, that as de- 
flruction happened unto' it, fo fliall it do unto this ? 
And thinkeft thou that God will not deliver his people 
now when the time is come, as he did then ? Hath not 
God commanded his people to come out from her! 
Haft thou forgotten the woe that Chrift thrcateneth td 
offence-givers? Wilt thou not remember, that it were 
better that a mill-ftone were hanged about thy neck and 
thou thrown into the fea, than that thou ftiouldcft offend 
the little ones? 

And alas, how haft thou offended? Yea, and how 
doft thou ftill offend? Wilt thou confidcr things ac- 
cording to the outward (hew ? Was not the fynagogue 
more feemly and like to be the true church, than the 
fimple flock of Chrift's difciples ? Hath not the whore 
of Babylon more coftly array, and rich apparel, ex- 
ternally to fet forth herfelf, than the homely houfewifc 
of Chrift ? Where is the beauty of the king's daughter, 
the church of Chrift ? Without or within ? Doth not 
David fay, within ? O remember that as they are happy 
which are not offended at Chrift, fo are they happy 
-which are not offended at his poor church. Can the 
pope and his prelates mean honeftly, which make fo 
much of the wife, and fo little of the hufband ? The 
church they magnify, but Chrift they contemn. 

When Chrift and his apoftles were upon the earth, 
who was moft like to be the true church, they or the 
prelates, bifhops and fynagogue ? If we ought to have 
followed cuftom, unity, antiquity, or the greater part, 
fhould not Chrift and his company have been caft out 
doors? therefore Chrilt faith, fearch the fcriptures. 
Good mother, fhall the fervant be above his mafter? 
Shall we look for better entertainment at the hands of 
the world, than Chrift and his dear difciples found? 
In Noah's time who was taken for the church, poor 
Noah and his family, or all the others that were deftroyed 
by the flood ? Who was taken for God's church in 
Sodom, righteous Lot, or the others ? And doth not 
Chrift fay, " As it was then, fo fliall it go now tdwards 
the coming of the Son of man ?" What meaneth Chrift 
when he faith, Iniquity fhall have the upper hand? 
Doth he not likewife fay, that charity (hall wax cold ? 
And we plainly fee the greateft fcarcity of it in thofe, 
who would now be taken for Chrift's truecatholic church- 
Therefore dear mother, receive fome admonition d'; 
one of thy poor children, now going to be burnt to 
afhes for the teftimony of Jefus. Come again to God's 
truth; come out of Babylon; confefs Chrift and his 
true doctrine; repent of what is paft, make amends 
by declaring thy repentance by the fruits. Remember 
the reading and preaching of God's prophet the true 
preacher, Martin Bucer. Call to mind the threacenings 
of God againft impenitent finners. Let the exile of 
Leaver, Pilkington, Grindal, Haddon, Horn, Scory, 
Ponet, &c. awake and ftrengthen thee. Let the impri- 
fonment pf rhy dear fons, Cranmer, Ridley, and Lati- 
mer, move thee. Confider the martyrdom of thy in- 
timate friends, Rogers* Saunders, and Taylor. And 
now caft not away the poor admonition of rot, that am 
. now going to be burnt and to receive the like crown 
of glory with my fellows. Take to heart God's calling 
by us. Be not as Pharaoh was, that it may not happen 
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unto thee as it did unto him. What is that ? Hardnefs j 
of heart. And what then? Deftrudtion eternally both 
of body and foal. Ah therefore, good mother, awake, 
awake, repent, repent, and make hafte to turn to the 
Lord. For otherwife it fliall be more eafy for Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for thee. 
O harden not your hearts ; O flop not your ears torday 
in hearing God's voice, though it be by a moft un- 
worthy mcffcnger. O fear the Lord, for his anger is 
begun to kindle. Even now the axe is laid to the root 
of the tree. 

You know I prophefied truly before the fweating 
ficknefs came what would come, if you repented, not 
your carnal preaching. And now 1 tell you before I 
depart hence, that the ears of men will tingle to hear 
the vengeance of God that will fall upon you all, both 
town and univerfity, if you repent not, if you leave not 
your idolatry, if you turn not fpeedily to the Lord, 
if you will be afhamed of Chrift's ttuth which you 
know. 

O Perne repent, O Thompfon repent, O doctors, 
bachelors and mafters repent; O mayor, aldermen, and 
town-dwellers, repent, repent, repent, that you may 
efcape the approaching vengeance of the Lord, Rent 
your hearts and make hafte to come unto the Lord. 
Let us all fay, We have finned, we have done wickedly, 
•we have not hearkened to thy voice, O Lord. Deal 
not with us after our deferts, but be merciful unto our 
iniquities, for they are great. O pardon our offences. 
In thine anger remember thy mercy. Turn us unto 
thee, O Lord God of hofts, for the glory of thy name's 
fake. Spare us and be merciful unto us. Let not the 
■wicked people fay, Where is now their God ? O for 
thine own fake, for thy name's fake, deal mercifully ; 
with us. Turn thyfelf unto us, and us unto thee, and ' 
we fhall praife thy name for ever. 

If in this fort, my dearly beloved, in heart and mouth 
•we eome unto our Father, and prpttrate ourfelves before 
the throne of his grace, then furely we fhall find mercy. 
Then fhall the Lord look merrily upon us, for his 
mercy's fake in Chrift : then fhall we hear him fpeak 
pence unto his peqple. For he is gracious and merciful, 
of great pity and compaffion : he cannot be chiding 
forever: his anger cannot laft long to the penitent. 
Though we weep in the morning, yet at. night we, fliall 
have our forrow to ceafe. For he is merciful, and hath 
no pleafure in the death of a finner : he would rather 
have him turn from his wickednefs and live. 

Oh turn ye now and repent; yet once again I hum- 
bly befeech you, and then the kingdom of heaven fhall 
draw nigh., The eye hath nor. feen, the ear hath not 
heard,, nor is the heart of man able to conceive the 
joys prepared for us, if we repent, amend our. lives, 
and heartily turn to the Lord. But if you repent not, 
but be as ye were, and go forwards with the wicked, 
following the fafhion of the world,, the Lord will lead 
you on with wicked doers, you fhall perifh in your 
w,ickednefs, your blood will be upon your own heads, 
your parts fliall be with hypocrites, where fhall be 
weeping and gnafhing of teeth; you fhall be call from 
the face of the Lord for ever and ever; eternal fhame, 
fotrow, woe, and mifery, fhall be both in body and 
Joul to you world without end. Oh therefore, right 
dear to me in the Lord, turn you, turn you, repent 
you, repent you, amend, amend your lives, depart from 
evil, do good, follow peace, and purfue it. .Come out 
from Babylon, caft off the works of darknefs, put on 
Chrift, confefs his truth, be not afhamed of his.gofpel, 
. prepare yourfelves for the crofs, drink of God's cup 
before it come to the dregs, and then fliall I with, you 
and for you, rejoice in the day of judgment j which is 
at hand : and therefore prepare yourfelves thereto, I 
heartily befeech you. And thus I take my farewel for 
ever, with you in this prefent life, mine own dear 
hearts in the . Lord. The Lord of mercy be with us all, 
and give us a joyful and Aire meeting in his. kingdom, ; 
Amen, Amen. ■ 
Out of prifon, February n, 15.5.5. ! 
Your, own in the Lprd for ever, i 
JOHN BRADFORD. 



Letter IV. Herein he addrefled. the people of Lan- 
cafhire and Chefhire; exhorting them rb repentance 
with fimilar entreaties; Alfo (Letter V.) the town of 
Walden, requeftirtg his dear friends .not to waver in 
Chrift's religibhj as fet forth in the days of king 
Edward, > 

LETTER VI. 



From Mr. Bradford to his loving brethren, 

B. C. &c. theft WIVES and whole FAMILIES. 



1 Befeech the everliving God td grant you all, my 
good brethren and fitters, the comfort of the' Holy 
Spirit, and the continual fenfe of his mercy in Chrift 
our Lord, now and for ever, Amen., 

The world, my brethren, feemeth fd have the upper- 
hand, iniquity overfioweth, the truth and verity feemeth 
to be oppreffed, and they which take part therewith are 
unjuftly treated : as they which love the truth lament to 
fee and hear as they do. The caufe of all this is God's 
anger and mercy ; his anger, becaufe we have grievoufly 
finned againft him; his mercy, becaufe he here puniftu 
eth us, and as a father nurturcth us. We have been 
unthankful for his word ; we have contemned his kind- 
nefs ; we have been negligent in prayer; we have been 
fo carnal, covetous, licentious, &c. we have not . haf- 
tened to heaven-ward, but rather to hell-ward. We' 
were fallen almoft into an open contempt of God, and 
all his good ordinances; fo that of his juftice he could 
no longer forbear, but make us feel his anger as now 
he hath done, in taking his word and true fervice from 
us, and permitting Satan to feive us with anti- 
chriftian religion ; and that in fuch fort, that if we 
will not yield to it, and feem to allow it in deed 
outward fact, our bodies are to be laid in prifon, and 
.remain there, and our goods given we cannot tell to 

We fhould look upon this as a fign of God's anget 
procured by our fins ; which, my good brethren, every 
one of us fhould often call to our memories, as parti- 
cularly as we can, that we might heartily lament them, 
repent them, hate them, earneftly afk mercy for them, 
.and fubmit ourfelves to beaT in this life any kind of 
.punifhment which God will lay upon, us for them-. 
This fhould we do in confideration of God's anger in 
this time. Now his mercy in this time of wrath is 
feen, and fhould be feen in us, my dearly beloved, in 
this, that God doth vouchfafe to punifh us in this pre- 
fent life. ■ If he fhould not have punifhed us, do not 
-you think that we would' have'eontinued in the evils 
we Were in ? Yes verily, we would have been worfe, 
and ibaye gone forwards in hardening our hearts by 
impenitence, and negligence of God and true godli- 
nefs. And then if death had come, fhould not we -have 
perHhed both foul and body in eternal fire and perdi- 
tion? Alas, what mifery fhould we have fallen into, if 
God fhould have fuffered us to have gone forward in 
our evils ? There is no greater fign of damnation, than 
to lie in evil and fin unpunifhed by God, as now the 
papifts (my dearly beloved) are caft into Jezebel's bed 
of fecunty, which of all plagues is the moft grievous 
that can be. They are baftards and not foils., they are 
not under God's rod of correction. 

A great mercy it is therefore that God doth punifh 
us: for if he loved us not, he would not punifh us. 
Now doth he chaftife us, that we fhould not be damned 
with the world. Now doth he nurture us, becaufe he 
favoureth us. Now may we think ourfelves God's 
houfe and children, becaufe he beginncth his chaftiling 
with us. Now be calleth us to remember our fins pafr. 
Wherefore? That we might repent and alk mercy. 
. And wny? That he might forgive us, pardon us, juf- 
tify us, and make us his children, and fo begin to 
make us like unto Chrift here, that we might be like 
unto him el'fewhere, even in heaven, where already we 
are fet by faith with Chrift ; and at his coming in very 
deed we' fliall! then moft joyfully enjoy, when our finful 
\ andivilsbodiesfhallbemade-lnkcto Chrifr's.glorious body, 
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a.econ}ing to the power whereby he is able to make all 
things fubject to himfelf. 

Only ftudy to pleafe him, and to keep your con- 
ference clean, aud your bodies pure from the idola- 
trous fervice, which now every-where is ufed, and 
God will marvelloufly and mercifully defend and com- 
fort you, for the fake of his holy name in Jefus Chrift 
our Lord, Amen. 

LETTER VIL 
From Mr. BRADFORD to ERKINALDE RAW- 
LINS, and bis Wife. 

GOD our dear and moft merciful Father through 
Jefus Chrift, be with you, my good brother and 
fitter, as with his children for ever, and in all things 
fo guide you with his Holy Spirit, the leader of his 
people, as may be to his glory, and your own evcr- 
lafting joy and comfort in him, Amen. 

As you have often relieved my neceflities, (for which 
I befeech God to make me thankful, and to recom- 
penfe you both here and hereafter) I cannot but en- 
deavour (as I am in gratitude bound) to write fome- 
thing for your fpiritual comfort. 

My dearly beloved, look not upon thefe days, and 
the- afflictions which they bring, as difmal days, and 
days only of God's vengeance, but rather of good 
daysj or days of God's fatherly kindnefs towards you, 
and fuch as you be, that is, towards fuch as repent of 
their part fins, and earneftly purpofe to amend their 
lives, walking not after the way of the world, and the 
greateft part of men, for the prefervation of their 
pelf, which, will they nill they, they fhall leave fopner 
or later, and to whom, and how it fhall be ufed, they 
know not. Indeed to fuch as walk in their wicked- 
nefs, and wind on with the world, this time is a time 
of wrath and vengeance, and their beginning of for- 
' row is but now, becaufe they contemn the phyfic of 
their Father, which by this purging time and cleanfing 
days would work for their health, if they did but con- 
fider it : and becaufe they will not have God's bleffing, 
which hath been offered to them both by profperity 
and adverfity, therefore it fhall be kept far enough 
from them. As when the fick man will receive no 
kind of phyfic from the hands of the phyfician, he is 
left alone, and fo the malady increafeth, and at length 
deftroyeth him. To fuch men, indeed, thefe days are, 
and fhould be doleful days, and days of woe and weeping, 
becaufe their damnation draweth nigh. 

But unto fuch as be penitent, and are defirous to 
live after the Lord's will, (among whom I do not only 
count you, but as far as a man mayjudge, 1 know you 
are) unto fuch, I fay, this time is, and fhould be com- 
fortable. For now our Father chaftifeth us for our 
fins ; if he had had a mind to deftroy us, he would have 
left us to ourfelves, to feek our own ways, and work 
our own ruin : let us patiently embrace his fatherly vi- 
fitation, for he chaftifeth us in this world, left with the 
world we fhould perifh. Therefore, dear friends, call 
to mind and lament your fins : pray for mercy and for- 
givenefs, and undoubtedly believe that God will hear 
you ; he doth not punifh twice for one thing. 

So, that, I fay, we have caufe to rejoice for thefe 
days, becaufe our Father fuffereth us not to lie in Je- 
zebel's bed, fleepirig in our own fins and fecurity, but 
as mindful of us, doth corredf. us as his own children ; 
whereby we may be certain that we are no baftards, but 
fons ; for he correcteth every fon whom he receiveth. 
So that they who arc not partakers of his chaflife- 
ments, or that contemn it, declare themfclves to be 
baftards and not fons, as I know you arc, who being 
chaftifed, improve it accordingly. And therefore, my 
dear friends be glad, knowing certainly even by thefe 
vifitations of the Lord, that ye are his dear and.chofen 
children, whofc faults your Father doth vifit with the 
rod of correction, but his mercy will he never take 
away from us. Amen. 

You have caufe to rejoice for thefe days, becaufe 
they are days of trial, wherein you yourfelves, and all 
the world fhall know that you belong not to it, but are 
God's darlings. Before thefe days came, Lord God ! 
19. 
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how many thought themfelves in God's bofom, and fo 
were taken, and would be taken by the world ? But now 
we fee whofe they are. For, whom we obey, his fer- 
vants »e be. If we obey the world, (which God for- 
bid, and hitherto you have not done it) then are we the 
world's; but if we obey God, then are we God's. 
Which thing (1 mean, that you arc God's) thefe days 
have declared both to you, to me, and to all others 
that know you, better than ever we knew it. There- 
fore you have no caufe to be forry, but rather to rejoice 
at this aflurance of being the Lord's children, and as 
you are fb accounted by all good people. 

What though the world repine thereat ? what though 
it kick? what though it feek to trouble and moleft 
you? it doth but according to its nature: he cannot 
love the Lord who liveth not in the Lord : he cannot 
brook the child that hateth the Father : he that careth 
not for the mafter will not mind the fervant. If ye 
were of the world, the world would love you, you 
fhould live quietly, there would be no grief, no mo- 
leftation. If the devil dwelt in you, (which God for- 
bid) he would not ftir up his knights to befiege your 
houfe, or fuffer his fiends to enter into your fwine: 
but becaufe Chrift dwelleth in you, (as he doth by 
faith) therefore the devil ftirreth up his firft-begotten 
fon, the world, to feek how to difquiet you, to rob you, 
to fpoil you, and to deftroy you : and perchance your 
dear Father, to try, and to make known to you and to 
the world, that you are intended for a better habitation 
that can be found here upon earth, even an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens ; hath given, 
or will give power to Satan, and to the world, to take 
from you the things which he hath lent you, and by 
taking them away, to try your fidelity, obedience, and 
love towards him, (for you muft not; love them above 
him) as by giving that you have, and keeping it, he 
hath declared his love towards you. 

Satan, it maybe, telleth God, (as he did of Job) that 
you love God for the fake of your goods. What then, 
if the Lord, to try you with Job, fhould give him power- 
over your goods and body, would you be difmayed ? 
would you defpair? would you be faint-hearted? or 
would you not rather rejoice, as the apoftles did, that 
they.wcre worthy to fuffer any thing for the Lord's fake? 
O forget not the end that happened to Job : for as it 
happened to him, fo fhall it happen unto you. For God 
is the fame God, and cannot long forget to fhew mercy 
to them that look and long for it, as you do, and I pray 
you ftill fo to do: for the Lord loveth you, and never 
can nor will forget to fhew and pour out his mercy upon 
you. After he hath afflicted and tried you a little while, 
(faith St. Peter) he will vifit, comfort, and confirm 
you j as he did to Jacob wreftling with the angel, 
when at length morning came, and the fun arofe ; fo, 
doubtlefs, it will happen unto you. However, do ye 
as Job and Jacob did, that is, order and difpofe the 
things that God has lent you, as well as you can while 
you have time: who knoweth but God hath given you 
power thus long, for that end ? 

Go, therefore, difpofe of your goods, prepare your- 
felves to trial, that ye may either ifand to it like God's 
champions, or elfe if you feel fuch infirmity in your- 
felves that ye be not able, give place to violence, and 
go where you may ferve the Lord with a free and fafe 
confeience. Think not this counfel to come by chance 
and fortune, but from the Lord. Other oracles we 
may not look for now. As God told Jofeph in a dream 
by an angel, that he fhould fly, fo if you feel fuch in- 
firmity in yourfelves, as fhould turn to God's difho- 
nour, and your own deftruction withal, know that at 
this prefent I am as God's angel, to admonifh you to 
take time while. ye have it, and to fee that God's name 
might not be difhonoured by you. Jofeph might 
have objected the omiffion of his vocation, as per- 
chance ye will do. But (dear hearts) let vocations and 
all things elfe give place to God's name, and the f a nc- 
tifying thereof. 

This I fpeak, not as though I would not have you 
rather to tarry, and to ftand to it : but I fpeak it in 
refpect of your infirmity, which if you feel to be fo 
3 G great 
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great in you, that you are not certain of this hope, 
that God will never tempt you above your ability, fly 
and get you hence, and know that thereby God will 
have you tried to yourfelves and to others. For by it 
you fhall know how to take this world, and that your 
home here is no home, but that ye look for another, 
and fo give occafion to others lefs to love this world, 
and perchance to fome to doubt of their religion. 
Wherein though they be earned, yet would they not 
lofe fo much as ye do for your religion, which ye 
do confirm to me and others, by your giving place to 

Laft of all, ye have caufe to rejoice over thefe our 
days, becaufe they, be the days of confirmation, in 
which and by which, God our heavenly Father maketh 
us like to Chrift's image here, that we may be like 
unto him elfewhere. For if we fuffer with him, then 
fhall we rife with him again ; if we accompany with 
him in all troubles and afflictions, then fhall we rejoice 
■with him In glory j if we now fow with him in tears, 
■we fhall reap with him in gladnefs; if we confefs him 
before men, he will confefs us before his Father in 
heaven ; if we take his part, he will take our's ; if we 
lofe aught for his name's fake, he will give us all 
things for his truth's fake. So that we ought to re- 
joice and be glad, for it is not given to every one to 
fuffer lofs of country, life, goods, houfe, &c. for the 
Lord's fake. What can God the Father do more unto 
us, than to call us into the camp with rhe Son ? What 
may Chrift our Saviour do more for us, than to make 
us his warriors ? What can the Holy Ghoft do to us 
above this, to mark us with the cognizance of the 
LordofHofts? 

This cognizance of the Lord ftandeth not in forked 
caps, tippets, lhaven crowns, or fuch other baggage 
and antichriftian pelf, but in differing for the Lord's 
fake. " The world fhall hate you," faith Chrift. Lo, 
there is the cognizance and badge of God's children ; 
the world fliall hate you. Rejoice, therefore, (my 
dearly beloved) rejoice, that God doth vouchsafe to 
begin to confirm you, and to make you like to Chrift. 
By the trial of thefe days ye are occafioned more to re- 
pent, more to pray, more to contemn this world, more 
to defire life everlafting, more to be holy, (for holy is 
the end for which God doth afflict us (and fo to come 
to God's company. Which thing becaufe we cannot 
do as long as this body is as it is, therefore by the door 
of death wemutt enter with Chrift into eternal life and 
immortality of foul and body ; which God of his 
mercy fend (hortly, for our Saviour Jefus Chrift's fake. 
Amen. 

Letter VIII. was addreffed to Mrs. A. Warcup, con- 
foling and entreating her to abide in the true faith. 

LETTER IX. 
To Mr. LAURENCE SAUNDERS, PRISONER in 
the MARSHALSEA. 

MY good brother, I befeech our good and gracious 
Father always to continue his gracious favour 
and love towards us, and by us, as by inftruments of 
his grace, to work his glory and the confufion of his 
adverfaries. " Out of the mouth of infants and babes 
he will Ihew forth his praife to deftroy the enemy," 
ice. 

I have perufed your letters xo myfelf, and have read 
them to others. For anfwer whereof, if I fhould write 
what Dr. Taylor and Mr. Philpot do think, then I 
muff fay, that they think the fait fent unto us by your 
friend, is unfeafonablc. And I think they will both 
declare it heartily, if they fhould come before men. 
As for me, if you would know what I think, (my 
good and moft dear brother) becaufe I am fo finful and 
fo defiled (the Lord knoweth that I lie not) with many 
grievous fin?, which I hope arc wafhed away with the 
blood of Chrift, I neither can nor would be confulted 
withal, but ftood as a cypher. Howbeit, to tell you 
how and what I mind, take this for a fum : I pray God 
in no cafe 1 may feek myfelf, and indeed I thank God 
for it, I purpofe it not. 
The Lord knoweth how to rid out of temptation 



the godly, &c. O would to God, I were godly, &c„ 
The Lord knoweth how to deliver out of temptation* 
fuch as truft in him, &c. I cannot think that they 
will offer any kind of iudifferent or mean conditions: 
for if we will not adore the bealt, we never fhall be 
delivered, but againft their will, think J. God our 
Father and gracious Lord make perfect the good he 
hath begun in us. 

He will do it, my brother, my dear brother, whom 
I have in my inward bowels to live and die with. O 
that 11 were with you. Pray for me, my own heart 
root in the Lord. For ever^our own, 

r __ JOHN BRADFORD. 

Letter X. was likewife addreffed to the fame, beinrr 
a repetition of the former. ■ ■ 

LETTER Xf. 
From Mr. BRADFORD to the Rev. FATHERS Dr 
CRANMER, Dr. RIDLEY, and Dr. LATIMER. 

JESUS Immanuel. , My dear fathers in the Lord, I 
befeech God our fwcet Father through Chrift, 'to 
make perfect: the good he hath begun in us all, Amen. 

I had thought that every one of your ftaves had ftood 
next the door, but now it is otherwife perceived. Our 
dear brother Rogers hath broken the ice valiantly, as 
this day, I think, or to_-morrow at the uttermoft, hearty 
Hooper, finccre Saunders, and trufty Taylor, end their 
courfe,and receive their crown. The next am I, which 
hourly look for the porter to open me the gates after 
them, to enter into the defired reft. God forgive me 
mine unthankfulnefs for this exceeding great mercy, 
that amongft fo many thoufands it pleafeth his mercy 
to chufc me to be one, in whom he will fuffer. For 
although it be moft true, that I juftly fuffer, (for I 
have been a great hypocrite, and a grievous finner, the 
Lord pardon me, yea, he hath done it, he hath done it 
indeed) yet what evil hath he done? Chrift whom the 
prelates perfecute, his verity which they hate in me, 
hath done no evil, nor deferved death. Therefore 
ought I moft heartily to rejoice of this tender kindnefs 
of the Lord towards me, which ufeth a remedy for my 
fin as a teftimonial of his teftariient, to his glory, to 
my everlafting comfort, to the edifying of his church 
and to the overthrowing of Antichrift, and his kino-- 
dom. * 
Out of prifon in hafte, looking for the tormentdr 
February 8, 1555. JOHN BRADFORD. 

Letter XII. was addreffed by Mr. Bradford to Lord 
Ruflel, who was then in trouble for the caufe of reli- 
gion, exhorting him to prefer differing perfections for 
Chrift's fake, to all worldly poffeffions. 

LETTER XIII. 
To Mr. WARCUP and his WIFE, Mrs. WILKIN- 
SON, and other FRI ENDS. 
' I ''HE fame peace our Saviour Chrift left with his 
X people, which is not without war with the 
world, Almighty God work plentifully in your hearts 
now and for ever. Amen. 

I perceive the time is come wherein the Lord's ground 
will be known; I mean, it will now (hortly appear who 
have received God's gofpel into their hearts indeed, to 
the taking of good root therein; for fuch will 'not 
wither for a little heat or fun burning, but ftiffly will 
ftand and grow on, in fpite of the malice of all burn- 
ing fhowers and tempefts. 

O how heavy a fentence is this to all fuch as know 
the mafs to be an abominable idol, full of idolatry, blaf- 
phemy, and facrilcge againft God and his Chrift, (as un- 
doubtedly it is) and yet for fear of men, for lo'fs of life 
and goods, yea, fome for advantage and gain, will ho- 
nour it with their prefence, diflembling both with God 
and man, as their own heart and conference doth accufe 
them. 

But, alas, if thefe men would look into 
their own confeiences, there fhould they fee- 
that they are very diffemblers, and in feeking to 
deceive others, (for by this means the magiftratc^ 
think 
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think them of their fort) they deceive themfelves; They 
think at the time of elevation, that the eyes of all men 
are fixed upon them, to obferve how they do. They 
think others, hearing of fuch men going to mafs, 
do fee or enquire of their behaviour there. O if 
there were in thofe men that are fo prefent at the 
mafs' either love to God. or to their brethren, they 
would for the one or both, openly take God's part, 
and admonifh the people of their idolatry. They 
fear men more than Him Who hath power to cart 
both foul and body inro hell-fire: they haften on both 
knees ; they ferve two mafters. God have mercy 
upon fuch, and open their eyes with his eye falve, 
that they may fee that they who take no part with 
God are againft him; and that they who gaiher not 
with Chrift, do icatter. abroad. O that they would 
read what St. John faith will be done to the, fearful. 
The advice giyen to the church of Laodicea, is good 
counfel for fuch. 

Bur -to return to you again, (dearly beloved) be not 
afhamcd of God's gofpel.:- it is the power of God 
unto falvation to all thofe that do believe it. Be 
therefore parprkers of the afflictions," as God {hall 
make you ' able, knowing for certain' that he will never 
tempt you farther than he will make you able to bear : 
and think it no fmall favour from God to fufter for 
his truth: for the fpirit ofGod refteth upon you, and 
ye are happy : as one day ye {hall fee. Read i Thef- 
falortians'i. Hebrews . xii. ' As the fire hurteth hot 
gold, but maketh it finer, fo {hall ye be more pure by 
iiiffering with Chrift, i Pet. i. The flail and the 
wind, hurteth not wheat, but cleanfeth it from, the 
chaff. And ye (my beloved) are God's wheat; fear 
not the flail ; fear not the fanning wind ; fear not the 
mill-ftone; fear hot the oven: for all thefe make you 
more meet for the Lord's own tooth. Soap, though 
it blacken, yet it foileth not the cloth, but rather at 
length maketh it more clean : fo doth the black crofs 
help us to more.whitenefs, if God ftrik'c with his bat- 
tledore. Becaufe ye are God's fhecp, prepare your- 
fclves to the fhughtcr, always knowing that in the 
fight of the Lord our death fliall be precious. The 
fouls under the altar look for us to fill up their num- 
ber; happy aie we, if God hath fo appointed us. 
Howfoever it be, dearly beloved, caft your eyes wholly 
upon the Lord, with whom all the hairs of your heads 
are numbered, fo.th.at not one of them {hall perifli. 
Will we, nill we, we mult drink God's cup, if he 
hath appointed it for us. Drink it willingly, and at 
the iirlf, when it is full, left peradventure, if we linger, 
we {hall, with the wicked, drink the dregs thereof, if at 
the beginning we refufe to drink with his children : for 
with them his judgment beginneth, and when he hath 
wrought his will on mount Sion, then will he v;fit the 
nations round about. 

Submit yourfelves therefore under the mighty 
hand of the Lord. No man fliall touch you without 
his knowledge; and whenever they moleft you, know 
that is for your good. God will thereby work to 
make you like unto Chrift here, that ye may be like 
unto him hereafter. Acknowledge your unthankful - 
nefs and your fin, and blefs God that correcteth you 
in the world, becaufe you fliall not be damned with 
the world. Call upon his name through Chrift, for 
his help, as he commandeth us. Believe that he is mer- 
ciful to you, hcareth you, and helpeth you : I am with 
him in trouble, and will deliver him, faith he. Know 
that God hath appointed bounds, over which the 
devil and all the world fliall not pafs. If all things 
feem to be againft us, let us fay with holy Job, "if 
he kill me, I will truft in him:? Read the ninety- 
firft pfalm, and . pray for me your poor brother' and 
fellow-fuffcrer for God's : gbfpel's fake; his name 
therefore be praifed ; and may he through his infinite 
mercy and goodnefs make me and you- worthy to fuf- 
fer with good confeience for the fame. Die once we 
niuft, and when we know not : happy: are they to 'whom 
God givcth to pay nature's debt, 1 mean,' to die for his 
fake. • ' 

i.9- 



Here is not our home; therefore let us accordingly 
cohfider things, always having before our eyes the 
heavenly Jerusalem, Heb. xii. Rev. xxi. xxii. the way 
thither to be by pcrfecution ; the dear friends of God, 
how they have gone it after the example of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, whofe footfteps let us follow, even to 
the gallows, if it pleafe God, not doubting but that 
as he within the three days rofe again immortal, even 
fo we {hall do in our time, that is, when the trump 
{hall blow', and the angel fliall ftiout, and the Son 
of man fliall appear in the clouds with innumerable 
faints and angels, in majefty and great glory: then 
{hall the dead arife, and we fliall be caught up into 
the clouds to meet the Lord, and fo be always with, 
him. Comfort yourfelves with thefe vords, and pray 
for me for God's fake. Out of prifon, Nov. 19, 
15 5 J- 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

LETTER XIV. 

From Mr. BRADFORD to Sir JAMES HALES, 
Knight, then PRISONER in the COMPTER. 

THE God of mercy, and Father of all comfort, 
plentifully pour out upon you and in you his 
mercy, and with his confolations comfort and 
ftrengthen. you to the end, for his and our Chrift's 
fake. 

Although right worfliipful fir, many caufes might 
move me to be content with crying for ) 011 to your 
God, and rny God, that he would give you grace to 
perfevere well, as he hath right notably begun, to 
the great glory of his name, and comfort of all fuch 
as fear him ; as lack of learning, familiarity, yea, • 
acquaintance, (for 1 think I am unknown to you 
both by face and name) and other fuch like things ; 
yet I cannot content myfelf, but prefume to fcribble 
fomething unto you ; not that I think my fcribbling 
can do you any good, but that I might declare my 
fympachy and companion, love and affection I bear 
towards you, who are contented, yea, defirous with 
us poor finners, to con f'efs Chrift's gofpel jn thefe 
perilous times and days of trial. O Lord God, how 
good art thou, which deft thus glean out grapes, I 
mean children for thyft-If and brethren for Ghri'ft? 
Look; good matter Hales, on your vocation ; not 
many judges, not many knights, not many landed 
men, not many rich men, and wealthy to live as you 
are, hath God chofe to fuffer for his fake, as he hath 
now done you. Certainly I dare fay, you think not 
fo of yourfelf, as though God were bound to prefer 
you, or had need of you, but rather attribute this as 
all good things unto his free mercy in Chrifl. Again, 
I dare fay that you being a wife man do judge of 
things wifely, that is concerning this your crofs, you 
judge of it hot after the world and people, which 
is the great mafter of error, nor after the judgment 
of reafon and worldly wifdom, which is fooliihnefs 
to faith, nor after the prefent fenfe, to which it feem- 
eth not to be joyous but grievous, as St. Paul vvriteth ; 
but after the word of God,, which teacheth your crofs 
tq be, in refpect of yourfelf between God and you, God's 
chafiifing, andyour Father's correction, nurture, fchool, 

..trial, pathway to heaven, glory, and felicity, and the 
furnace to confume the drofs, and mortify the relics of 
old Adam which yet remain, yea even the frame-hpufe to 

' fafhion you like to thedeareft faints of God here, yea to 
Chrift the fon of God, that elfewhcre you mi"ht be like 
unto him. 

".Now concerning your crofs in refpect of the world, 
between the world and you, God's word teacheth id 
to be a teftimonial of . God's truth, of his providence, 
of his power, of his juftice, of his wifdom, of his 
anger againfl: fin, of his goodnefs, of his judgment, 
or your faith and religion, fo that by it you are to the 
world a witnefs of God, that he is true, he ruleth all 
things, he is" juft, wife, and at length"' will judge the 
"world, .and caft the wicked into perdition, but the 
3 H ' godly 
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godly he will take and receive into his eternal habi- 
tation. I know you judge of things after faith's 
fetch, and the effedts or ends of things, and fo you 
fee an eternal weighr of glory which this crofs {hall 
bring unto you, while you look not on things which 
• are feen, but on the things which are not feen. Let 
the worldlings weigh things, ajid look upon the 
affairs of men with their worldly and corporal eyes, 
as many did in the fubfcription of the king's laft 
•will: and therefore they did that, for which they 
afterwards repented. But let us look on things after 
another manner, as God be praifed you did, in not 
doing that which you were defired ; you then beheld 
things not as a man, but as a man of God, and fo you 
do now in religion, at lead hitherto you have done, 
and that you might do ftill, I humbly befeech and 
pray you fay with David, " Mine eyes fail for thy word, 
faying, when wilt thou comfort me? Though you 
be like a bottle in the fmokc, (for I hear you want 
health) yet do not forget the ftatutes of the Lord j but 
cry out, How many are the days of thy fervant ? 
When wilt thou execute judgment on them that per- 
fecuteme?" And be certain, "The Lord will furely 
come, and not ftay ; though he tarry, wait for him : 
for he is but a while in his anger, but in his favour 
is life; weeping may abide at evening, but joy cometh 
in the morning." Follow therefore lfaiah's counfel. 
Hide thyfelf for a little while until his indignation 
pafs over, which is not indignation indeed, but to our 
fenfe: and therefore in the fix and twentieth chapter of 
Ifaiah, God faith of his church and people, that as he 
keepeth night and day, fo there is no anger in me, faith 
he. 

The mother fometimes beateth the child, but yet 
her heart melteth upon it, even in the very beating: 
and therefore fhe cafteth the rod into the fire, and 
calleth the child, giveth it an apple, and dandleth it 
molt motherly. And to fay the truth, the love of 
mothers to their children, is but a trace to train us 
to behold the love of God towards us : and therefore, 
faith he, Can a mother forget the child of her womb ? 
As much as to fay, No : but if (he mould fo do, yet 
will I not forget thee, faith the Lord of hofts. Ah 
comfortable faying! I will not forget thee, faith the 
Lord. Indeed the children of God think oftentimes 
that God hath forgotten them, and therefore they 
cry, Hide not thy face from mc, &c. Forfake me not 

0 Lord. Whereas in very truth it is not fo, but 
only in their prefent fenfe: and therefore, faith David, 

1 faid in mine agony, I was clean caft away from thy 
face. But was it fo ? No verily. Read his pfalms, 
and you (hall fee. So he writcth alfo, in other places 
very often, efpecially in the perfon of Chrift, as when 
he faith, My God, my God, why hafl thou forfaken 
me ? He faith not, why doft thou forfake me ? or 
■why wilt thou forfake me? but, why haft thou for- 
faken me? whereas, indeed, God had not left him, 
but that it was fo to his fenfe, and that this pfalm 
telleth us full well, which I pray you fometimes to read ; 
it is the twenty-fecond pfalm, and thereto join the 
thirtieth, and the hundred and fixteenth, with divers 
others. Much the fame we read in the fortieth chap- 
ter of Ifaiah, where he reproveth Ifrael for faying, God 
hath forgotten them, in thefe words, " Haft thou not 
known ; haft thou not heard ? &c. They that truft 
in the Lord (hall renew their ftrength." In his fifty*, 
fourth chapter read the following comfortable words, 
" Fear not, for a little while have 1 forfaken thee, but 
-with great compaflion will - I gather thee. For a 
moment in mine anger I hide my face from thee, 
for a little feafon: but in everlalting mercy have I 
had compaflion on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer. 
For this is unto mc as the waters of Noah : for as I 
have fworn that the waters of Noah ftiould no, more 
go over the earth, fo have I fworn that I would not 
be angry with thee nor rebuke thee. For the moun- 
tains lhall mc ive, and the hills lhall fall down, but 
my mercy lhall not depart from thee, neither (hall the 
covenant of my peace fall away, faith the Lord that 
hath compaflion on thee." 



Be certain, be certain, good mafter Hales, that all 
the hairs of your head, your dear Father hath num. 
bered, fo that not one of them fliall perifti : your name 
is written in the book of life. Therefore caft all 
your care upon God, who will comfort you with his 
eternal confolations, and make you able to go through 
the fire, (if need be) which is nothing to be com- 
pared to the fire wherein our enemies fliall fall, and 
lie for/ever; from which the Lord deliver us, though 
it be through temporal fire, which mull be conftrued 
according to the end and profit that cometh after it; 
it fliall not then much terrify us to fuffer for Chrift our 
mailer's caufe, which the Lord grant us for his mercy's 
fake. Amen. 

From the King's Bench, 
Your humble, 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

Letter XV. In this Mr. Bradford exhorts Dr. 
Hill, Phyfician, to abide in the true faith, to fear 
God, and not to fear man. . In Letter XVI. he defires 
Mrs. M. H. a pious gentlewoman, to make God's 
glory fliine in all,her words and works : and his well- 
beloved friend, W. P. he folicits to pray for him in his 
Letter XVII. 

LETTER XVIII. 

From Mr. BRADFORD, to a faithful WOMAN 
Inwardly AffliRed. 

GOD our Father, for his mercy's fake in Chrift, 
with his eternal confolation fo comfort you, as 
I defire to be comforted of him in mygreateft need: 
yea, he will comfort you, my good filter, only caft 
your care upon him, and he never can nor will for- 
fake you. For his calling and gifts are fuch, that he 
can never repent of them. Whom he loveth, he loveth 
to the end : none of his chofen can perifii. Of which 
number 1 know you are, my dearly beloved fifter ; God 
increafe the faith thereof daily more and more in you, 
may he give unto you to depend wholly on him, and on 
his providence and protection. For whofo dwellcth 
under that fecrct thing, and help of the Lord, he fliall 
be happy for evermore. 

You complain in your letters of the blindnefs of 
your mind and the troubles you feel. My dearly 
beloved, God make you thankful for that which he 
hath given unto you ; may he open your eyes to fee 
what and how great benefits you have received, that 
you may be lefs covetous, or rather impatient, for fo 
(I fear) it ftiould be called, and more thankful. 
Have you not received at his hands fight to fee your 
blindnefs, and thereto a defirous and feeking heart to fee 
where it Iieth in the mid-day, as his dear fpoufe fpeaketh 
of herfelfin the Canticles? O Joyce, my good Joyce, 
what is this ? Many have fome fight, but none this 
fobbing and fighing, none this feeking which you 
have, I know, but fuch as he hath married unto him 
in his mercies. You are not content to kifs his feet 
with Mary Magdalen, but you would be kifled even 
with the kifs of his mouth, Canticles i. You would 
fee his face with Mofes, not forgetting how he 
biddeth us to feek his face, Pfal. xxvii. yea, and that 
for ever, Pfal. cv. In bringing us to hell, faith 
fecth him to bring us to heaven ; in darknefs it 
beholdeth brightneis; in hiding his face from us, 
it beholdeth his merry countenance. How did Job 
fee God, (but as you would fay) under Satan', 
cloak ? For who caft the fire from heaven upon his 
goods? Who overthrew his houfe, and ftirrcd up 
men to take away his cattle, but Satan? And y?t 
Job pierced through all thefe, and lay God's work, 
faying, " The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath 
taken away," &c. 

In reading of the Pfalms, how often do you fee 
that David in the fhadow of death faw- God's fwect 
love? And fo, I fee that you in your darknefs and 
dimnefs by faith do fee- elearnefs and brightnefs: 
faith is of things hoped for, of things which I appeal 
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to your confcience whether you defire or not. And 
can you defire any thing which you know not ? and is 
there any other true knowledge of heavenly things than 
bv faith ? 

' Therefore be thankful, for (before God I write it) 
you have great caufe. Ah, my Joyce, how happy is 
the ftay wherein you are? Verily you are in the bleffed 
ftate of God's children ; for they mourn, and do you 
not fo? And that not for worldly wealth, but for 
fpiritual riches, faith, hope, charity, &c. Do you 
not hunger and thirft for righteoufnefs ? And I pray 
you, faith not Chrift who cannot lie, that happy are 
fuch ? How fhoald God wipe away the tears from 
your eyes in heaven, if now on earth you filed 
no tears? How could heaven be a place of reft, if 
on earth you find it ? How could you defire to be at 
home, if in your journey you find no grief? How 
could you fo often call upon God, and talk with 
him, as I know you do, if your enemy fhould fleep 
all daylong? How fhould you elfewhere be made 
like unto Chrift, I mean in joy, if in forrow you 
fobbed not with him? If you will have joy and fe- 
licity, you muft firft feel forrow and mifery. If you 
will go to heaven, you muft fail by heH ; if you will 
embrace Chrift in his robes, you muft not fcorn him 
in his rags. If you will lit at Chrift's table in his 
kingdom, you muft firft abide with him in his temp- 
tations. If" you will drink of his cup of glory, for- 
fake not his cup of ignominy. 

Can the head corner ftone be rejected, and the 
other more bafe ftones in God's building be in this 
world fet by? You are one of his lively ftones, be 
content therefore to be hewn and perfecuted, that 
you might be made more meet to be joined to your 
fellows who fuffer with you Satan's fnatches, the 
world's wounds, contempt of confcience, and threats 
of the flefti, whereby they are enforced to cry, O 
wretches that we are, who fliall deliver us? You are 
of God's corn, fear not therefore the flail, the fan, 
mill-flone, or oven. You are one of Chrift's lambs, 
look therefore to be fleeced, haled at, and even flam. 

if you were a market fheep, you fhould go in 
more fat. and graffv pafture. If you were for the fair, 
you fhould be flail-fed, and want no wealth : but be- 
caufe you are God's own occupying, therefore you 
muft pafture on the bare common, abiding the ftorms 
and tempefts that will fall. Happy, and thrice hap- 
py are you, (my dear filter) that God now haleth you 
whither you would not, that you might come whither 
you would. Suffer a little and be ftill. Let Satan 
rage againft you, let the world cry out, let your con- 
fcience accufe you, let the law load you and prefs 
you down, yet they fliall not prevail, for Chrift is 
Emmanuel, that is, God with us. If God be with 
us, who can be aganft us? The Lord is with you, 
your Father cannot forget; your fpoufc lovcth you. 
If the waves and furges arife, cry with Peter, Lord, 
Iperifh; and he will put out his hand and help you. 
Caft out your anchor of hope, and it will not ceafc 
for the ftormy furges, till it take hold of the rock of 
God's truth and mercy. 

Think not that he who hath given you fo many 
things corporally, as inductions of fpiritual and hea- 
venly mercies, and that without your deferts or defire 
can deny you any fpiritual comfort when you defire 
it. For if he giveth you a defire, he will give you 
the enjoyment of a defire. The defire to have, and 
the going about to alk, ought to certify your confci- 
ence, that they be his earnefi of the thing which (you 
afking) he will give you,- yea, before you afk, and 
whilft you are about to afk, he will grant the fame, 
(as Ifaiah faith) to his glory, and your eternal con- 
folation. He that fpared not his own Son for you, 
will not, nor can think any thing too good for you, 
my heartily beloved. 

If he had not chofen you, (as moft certainly he 
hath) he would not have fo called you, he never would 
have juftificd you ; he never would have fo glorified 
you with his gracious gifts, which, praifed be his 
19. 



name, 1 know; he never would have fo exercifed 
your faith with temptations, as he haih done and 
dot h,_ if he had not chofen you. If he hath choferi 
you, you fliall never pcrifli ; for if you fall, he will 
lift you tip. • Never was mother fo careful of a child, 
as he is of you. 

Chrift and his mercy is the only caufe of our 
election. This Chrift, this mercy, and the infallible 
truth of God remaineth for ever; and if an angel 
from heaven fhould tell you the contrary, let him be 
accurfed. Your thankfulnefs and worthinefs. are 
fruits and effects of your election, but they are no 
caufes. Thefe fruits and effects . fliall be much more 
fruitful and effectual, as you are more ftedfaft and 
fincere. 

Arife, and remember from u hence you are fallen. 
You have a fhepherd who never flurnbereth nor flecp- 
eth : neither man nor devil can pull you out of his 
hands. Night and day he commanded! his angels to 
keep you. Have you forgot what I read to you out 
of the Pfalms, " The Lord is my fhepherd, I can 
want nothing!" As God fpared Noah in the ark, 
even fo hath he fpared you. Ten thoufand fliall fall 
on your right hand, and twenty thoufand on your 
left, and yet no evil (hall touch you. Say boldly with 
the Pfalmift, " Many a time from my youth up have 
they fought againft me, but they have not prevailed ;" 
no, nor ever fliall prevail, for the Lord is round 
about his people; and who are his people but fuch 
as love him, ferve him, and hope in him ? Happy- 
are all they that do fo, as it is manifeft >ou do by 
what you have written and unfeignedly confcfil-d unto 
me. And if you once had that hope, as doubtlefs 
you had, though you feel it not at prefent, it is not 
loft, you fliall find it again if you ftek it ; for the 
auger of the Lord laftcth but for a moment, l-.ut I is 
mercy endureth for ever. Tell me who hath weak- 
ened you! Surely not a perfuafion from him 'that 
called you. Why fliould you waver and be fo 
heavy-hearted? Whom Jook you on? on yourfelf? 
on your own worthinefs? on your own thankfulnefs * 
on that which God requireth of you, as' faith, hope, 
love, fear, joy, &c. ? then can you not bur waver 
indeed: for what have you as God requireth ? Do 
you believe, hope, and love as much as you ought? 
No, no, nor ncv^r can in this life. Ah, my dearly 
beloved, have you fo foon forgotten that w hich ever 
fhould be had in memory ? namely, that when you 
would and ought to be certain and quiet in confci- 
ence, your faith fliould break through all things hat 
are in earth and heaven, or hell, until you come to 
Chrift crucified, and the eternal mercts a id good- 
nefs of God in him. Here is the refting place', here 
is the fpoufe's bed ; creep into it, and in your arms 
of faith embrace him, bewail >our weaknefs, 1111- 
worthinefs, diffidence, &c. and you fliall fee he uill 
turn to you; nay, 1 fhould rather have faid, you '.hall 
feel he will turn to you. You know that uheh Mofe 
went to the mount to talk with God, he entered i: to 
a dark cloud ; and Elias had his face covered when 
God parTed by. Both thefe dear friends of God heard 
him, but they faw him not, but you fliall lee him 
when he appcareth in power and great glory. Here 
is not the time of feeing, but as it were in a glafs. 
lfaac was deceived, becaufc he was not content w ith 
hearing only. 

Therefore to make an end of thefe many words, 
wherewith I fear I do but trouble you from better 
exercifes; inafmuch as you are indeed the child of 
God, elect in Chrift before the beginning of all 
times; inafmuch as you are given to the cufiody of 
Chrift, as one of God's moft precious jewels; inaf- 
much as Chrift is faithful, and hitheito lath all 
power, fo that you fliall never perifii, no. one hair 
of your head fhall not be loft: I befceth >ou, I pra/ 
you, I defire you, I crave at your hands with all mv 
hearr, I afk of you with hand, pen, tongue, and 
mind, in Chrift, through Chrift, for Chrift, h r h s 
name, blood, mercies, power, and truth's lake, my 
3 1 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q. Mary. A. D.i 5S5 . 



140 



rnoft intirely beloved fitter, that you admit no doubt- ( 
ing of God's final mercies towards you, howfoever ; 
you feel yourfelf; but complain to God, and crave of j 
him, as of your tender and dear Father, all things, and j 
in that time which fhall be moft convenient, you fhall ' 
find and feci far above that your heart or the heart of 
any creature can conceive to your eternal joy, Amen, 
Amen, Amen. 

The good Spirit of God always keep us as his dear 
children ; mav he comfort you, as I defire to be com- 
forted, my dearly beloved for evermore. Amen. 

J break up thus abruptly, becaufe our common 
prayer time calleth me. The peace of Chrift dwell 
in both our hearts for ever, Amen. 

As for the report of W. P. if it be as you hear, you 
muft prepare to bear it. It is written on heaven's door, 
Do well and bear evil. Be content therefore to bear 
whatfoever the enemy fhall imagine to blot you withal. 
God's Holy Spirit always comfort and keep you, Amen, 
Amen. 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

Here follow Letters XIX and XX. to the" good lady 
Vane, wherein he refolveth certain queftions which (he 
demanded. This lady Vane was a great fupporter of 
the pious martyrs who were imprifoncd in queen Mary's 
time; unto whom divers letters wrote by Meff. 
Philpot, Carelefs, Tiahern, and others, wherein they 
render unto her moft grateful thanks for her exceeding . 
goodnefs towards them. She died anno 1568. 

In letter XXI he addreffes Mr. Rovdcn and Mr. 
Efing, with their Wives and Families, enjoining them 
not to waver in their faith. He defnes Mrs. Wilkin- 
fon (Letter XXII) to be thankful to the Lord for his 
great mercies. In Letter XXI II. he encourages certain 
pious perfons to prepare themfelvcs to bear the crofs 
with patience. — 

" If ye go to mafs, and do as the moft part doih, 
then may you live quietly and at reft : but if you rc- 
fufe to go thither, then ye {hall go to prifon, lofe your 
goods, leave your children comfortlefs, yea, lofe your 
life alfo. But (my dearly beloved) open the eyes of 
your faith, and confider the fhortnefs of this life, 
which is even as a fhadow and a fmoke. Again, con- 
fider how intolerable the punifhmcnt of liell-fire is, 
and that endlefs. Laft of all, look on the joys incom- 
prehenfible, which God hath prepared for all them, 
world without end, who lofe cither life, land, or goods 
for his name's fake; and then reafon thus: If uego 
to mafs, the grcateit enemy that Chrift hath, though 
for a little time we fhall live in quiet, and leave to our 
children fomething to live upon hereafter, yet we fhall 
difpleafe God, fall into his hands, (which is horrible 
to hypocrites) and be in wonderful hazard of falling 
from eternal joy, into eternal mifery, firft of foul, and 
then of body, with the devil and all idolaters. 

Again we fhall want peace of confeience, which fur- 
mounteth all the riches of the world : and for our 
children, who knoweth whether God will vifit our 
idolatry on them in this life? yea, our houfe and 
goods, and even our life are in danger of being loft by 
many cafualties : and when God is angry with us, he 
can when he plcafes fend one means or other to take 
all from us for our fins, and to caft us into greater 
trouble, who will not come into fome little for his 
fake. 

On this fort reafon with yourfelves, and then doubt- 
lefs God will work othervvife with you, and in you, 
than ye are aware of. Where now ye think yourfelves 
unable to abide perfecution,'- be moft affured, that if 
you earneftly purpofe not to forfake God, that he will 
make you fo able to bear his crofs, that you fhall re- 
joice therein. " God is faithful, (faith Saint Paul) 
who will not fuffer you to be tempted above that you 
arc able; but will with the temptation alfo make a way 
to efcape, that ye may be able to bear it." Think 
how great a benefit it is, if God will make you woi- 
thy of this honour, to fuffer Iofs of any thing for his 
fake. He might juftly inflict moft grievous plagues 



| upon you, and yet now he will correct: you with that 
! rod, whereby you fhall be made like to his Chrift, that 
j ye may for ever reign with him. Suffer yourfelves 
j therefore now ro be made like ro Chrift, for elfe ye 
fhall never be made like unto him. The devil would 
gladly have you now to overthrow that, which ye have 
a long time ftedfaftly profeffed. O how would he tri- 
umph, if he could win his purpofe ! O how would the 
papifts triumph againll God's gofpel in you I O how 
would you confirm them in their wicked popery ! O 
how would the poor children of God be difcomforted, 
if you fhould now go to mafs and other idolatrous fer- 
vice, and do as the world doth." 

In Letter XXIV. he admonifhes certain ProfcfTors of 
the Gofpel to beware they fall not from the truth in 
confenting to the Romifh Religion. 

" My dearly beloved, be -admonifhed to remember 
your profeffion, how that in baptifm you made a fo- 
lemn vow to forfake the devil, the world, &c. You 
promifed to fight under Chrift's ftandard. You learned 
ChrilFs crofs before you began with A B C. Go for- 
wards then, pay your vow to the Lord : fight like men, 
and valiant men under Chrift's ftandard ; take up your 
crofs and follow your mailer, as your brethren Meff. 
Hooper, Rogers, Taylor, and Saunders, have done, 
and as now your brethren, Dr. Crannier, Latimer, 
Ridley, Farrar, Bradford, Haukcs, &c. are ready to 
; do. The ice is broke before you, therefore be not 
afraid, but be content to die for the Lord. You have 
no occafion to waver or doubt of the doclrine thus de- 
clared by the blood of the paflors. Remember that 
Chrift faith, " He that will fave his life, fhall lofe it." 
And what fhould it profit vou to win the whole world, 
much lefs a little quictnefs, your goods, &c. and to 
lofe your own fouls? Render to the Lord that he hath 
lent \ou, byfuch means as he would have you render 
it, and not as you would. Forget not, Chrift's difci- 
ples muft deny themfelves, as well concerning their 
will, as concerning their wifdom. Have in mind, 
that as it is no fmall mercy to believe in the Lord, fo 
it is no fmall kindnefs of God towards you, to fufr'er 
any thing, much more" death for the Lord. If they 
be blefled that die in the Lord, how fhall they be that 
die for the Lord ? O what a bluffing is it to have death 
j due lor our fins, diverted in'o a dcmonltration and 
j teltification of the Lord's truth ? O that we had a little 
I of Mofes's faith to look upon the end of the croft, to 
I look upon the reward, to fee continually with Chrift 
and his people greater riches than the riches of Egypt. 
I O let us pray that God would open our eves to fee his 
; hid manna, heavenly Jcrufalem, the congregation of 
! his firft-born, the melody of the faints, the tabernacle 
. of God dwelling with men, and fo take the kingdom 
of heaven as it were by force. God our Father give 
us for Chrilt's fake to fee a little, what and how great 
joy he hath prepared for us, he hath called us unto, 
and moft affurcdly givcth us for his own goodnefs and 
truth's fake, Amen. 

LETTER XXV. 

From Mr. BRADFORD to his good Brother JOHN 
CARELESS, Pnfonerin the King's-Bknch. 

THE father of mercy, and God of all comfort, 
vifit us with his eternal confolation, according 
to his great mercies in Jefus Chrift our Saviour, 

My dear brother, I never received fo much confola- 
tion by any thing iince I came into prifon, as I have by 
your laft letter, God be praifed. 1 muft con fefs that 
for my unthankfulnefs towards vou, and efpecially to 
God, I have now more need of his merciful alliftancc 
than ever. Ah that Satan envicth us fo greatly, ah th.it 
our Lord would fhortly lay his head under our feet. All 
that 1 may for ever beware, and be a godly example to 
you and to others, to beware of unthankfulnefs. Good 
Brother, we had more need to take heed of a foil 
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after lightning than before. God therefore is to be 
praifed even when he hidcth (for a feafon) his chear- 
ful countenance from us, left we, by not knowing 
ho* to ufe it as we ought, do hurt ourfelves more 
thereby, fo great is our ignorance and corruption. 
This, my good brother, I write unto you, as to one 
whom in the Lord I embrace, and I thank God that 
you do me in like manner. God our Father rhore 
and more give us both his good Spirit, that as by faith 
we may feel ourfelves united unto hirh in Chrift, fo by 
leve wc may find ourfelves linked in the fame Chrift 
to one another, I to you, and you to me, we to all 
the children of God, and all the children of God to us, 
Amen, Amen. 

Commend me to your good brother Skelthorp, for 
whom 1 heartily praife God, who hath given him at 
length grace to fee and profefs his truth. I doubt not 
but he will be fo wary in all his converfation, that his 
old acquaintance may thereby ever think themfelves 
aflray. Wo, and wo again would be unto us, if we 
by our example fhould make men to ftumblc at the 
truth. Forget not falutations in Chrift; as you fhall 
think good to Trew and his companions. The Lord 
hath his time (1 hope) for them alfo, although wc 
perchance think otherwise. It is not one or two drops 
that maketh the (tone hollow, but the perpetual drop- 
ping ; fo if with hearty prayer for them, and by our 
good example gently working upon them, we may at 
length fee the operation of God. 1 befeech God to 
make perfect all the good he hath begun in us all, 
Amen. J defire you all to pray for me the moll un- 
worthy prifoner of the Lord. 

Your Brother, 

JOHN BRADFORD. 
, LETTER XXVI. 

From Mr. 3RADFORD to Mr. JOFIN H \ LL atid 
bis WIFE, Prifoners in NEWGATE. 

ALMIGHTY GOD our heavenly Father, through 
Jcfus Chrift, be with you both, my dearly be- 
loved as with his dear children for ever, and 'blefs 
you with his Holy Spirit, . that you may rejoice ifi 
his caufc and this crofs, and' gladly take it ' up and 
bear it fo long as he fhall think good. I have heard 
(my good brother and fitter) that God hath brought 
\ou both into his fchool-houfe, that thereby you 
might fee Hi^Jove, and .care "for you. if it te a token 
of a loying and careful,, father, to prevent the pur- 
pose and '.cli/appoint . .the intent of his. children, 
while they ihcbn'fiderately endeavour ' to keep from 
i'chool ( which. :tbev, would not do, if they did but 
know the advantage, of' the learning they might there 
get) ; how mould ypu take this .work of the Lord 
preventing .your- purpoje,.. but as an evident ifign of 
that love and fatherly 'cafefulh'efs which' he beareth 
towards you ? . .If ne had winked at your faults, you 
might indeed, have efcaped beating (I mean the crofs) 
but then .you. would have ; loft, the advantage of learn- 
ing that which your Father would have you. to learn 
for your 'fu't.urc'gp^l. ". He,. I Fay,, hath brought you 
where you be ; and though' your .wit and reafon may 
tell you, it is 'by' chaiice or fortune, vet' my dearly 
beloved,,. ^hatfocver was the means, know for certain 
.that God. your,;. Father- was trie worker hereof, and 
for your '.welfare,' though your, old Adam doth tell 
you ot'hcrwifc,; "yet I fay of truth, that Your duty is 
to think of this, crofs, that as it is God's' 'fending, and 
although you defcrve otherwife, yet it cometh from him 
, 0l 't of pure love and fatherly affection for your welfare 
and advantage. "' 

You will be apt to object, and fay, What advan- 
tage can arifc, from all this? We are now kept clofe 
'n prifon ; our families and poor children have no- 
body to take care of them ; our fubftance by this 
means is diminifhed ; our poverty approacheth, and 
Perchance more dangers alfo, yea, and lofs of life 
£ oo. Thefe are no advantages, but the great eft mi- 



feries and misfortunes; fo that we may juftly inquhi 
and . fhould be glad to know, what advantage ca 
come from us from this crofs, which feem* f« I- 
attended i 
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To thefe things I anAver, That indeed what you 
fay is true of your bodies, families, children, fub- 
ftance, poverty, life, ccc. But then you muft con- 
fider thefe things in another manner, you muft view 
them inwardly as well as outwardly, and then," per- 
haps, you may find more fn t i s fa-it ion. Dot not vou 
know that you muft of ncccffily part from all thefe 
fine things in a very Ihort time? Tell me then, 
have you not this advantage from the crofs, to learn 
to loath and leave this world, and to long for and 
defire another, where is perpetuity? You "ought of 
your own head and free will to have (according to 
your profeffion in baptifm) forfaken the world "and 
all earthly things, tiling the world as though you 
ufed it not. Your heart muft entirely fet upon your 
treafure in heaven, or clfe you can never be Chrift's 
true difciples, nor be Paved, and be where he is. 
The advantage that cometh by this crofs, if yoii 
rightly and willingly embrace ir, will molt affuredly 
bring you to the Lord in endlefs glory. How doth 
God now, as it were, fatherly pull you by the ears, 
to remember your former offences, that ' repentance 
and rcmiffion might enfuc? How doth God now 
compel! you to call upon him, and to be earncft in 
prayer? Arc all thefe no advantages? Doth not the 
lenpture fay, that " God doth correct us in this 
world, becaufe wc fhall not be damned with the 
world ? That God chaficneth every one whom he 
loveth?" Doth not the fcripture fay, that you are 
now going the right way to heaven ? That vour 
flittering is Chrift's fulfering? My dearly beloved, 
•hat jrrcater advantages than thefe can a godly heart 
delire? 

Therefore you are commanded to rejoice and be 
glad when you fuffer as you now do; for through the 
goodnefs of God great fhall be your reward. Where? 
forfooth dn earth, firlt your children ; for now they 
•ire in God's immediate protection. Never was fa- 
ther fo careful for his children, as God is for yours" 
God's bleffing, which is more worth than all the 
world, you leave indeed to your children. Though 
all your providence for them fha!l be pulled away, 
yet God is not poor, he has proniifed to provide for 
them moft fatherly. " Caft ihy burthen upon me, 
faith he, and I will bear it." Do you therefore caft 
them, and commend them unto God your Father 
and doubt not that he will die in your debt. He 
never was found unfaithful, and he will no: now be- 
gin with you. The good man's feed fhall not go 
begging their bread, for he will fhew mercy upon 
thoufands of the poftcrity of them that fear h'im 
Therefore, as I faid, God's reward, firlt, upon earth, 
fhall be felt by your children even corporally, and fo 
alfo upon you, if God fee it moft for your advantage 
at Jcaft inwardly you fhall feel it by the quicrnefs of 
your confcicnce: And fecondlv, after this life you 
fhall find it fo plentifully, as the eye hath not fcen, the 
car hath not heard, the heart cannot conceive how great 
;nd glorious God's reward will be upon your bodies, 
much more upon your fouls. God open our eyes to fee 
and feel this indeed. Then fhall we think the crok, 
which is a means hereto, to be commodious. Then fhall 
we fay -with David, "Happy am I that thou haft punilh- 
[ d m f, 5 tOV before 1 weiu anra >'- bl " no* I keep thy 
That 



wc may do this indeed, m'v dearlv beloved 
... U3 firft know that our crofs cometh 'from God 
Secondly, that it cometh from God as a Father, that 
is, for our good. Thirdly, let us call to mind our 
fins, and afk pardon. Fourthly, let us look for cer- 
tain help at God's hand in his good time ; help, I 
fay, fuch as fhall make moft to God's glory, and 'to 
the comfort and advantage of our fouls and bodies 
eternally. This if we certainly conceive, then will 
3 K there 
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there proceed from us hearty thankfgiving, which 
God requireth as a moft gracious facrifice. That we 
may all offer this through Chrift, let us ufe earned 
prayer to our God and dear Father, who blefs us, keep 
us, and comfort us under his fwect crofs forever, Amen, 
Amen. 

My dear heatts, if I could any way comfort you, 
you ihould be fure thereof, though my life lay 
thereon, but now L rouft do as 1 may, becaufe I 
cannot as I would. O that it would pleafe our dear 
Father fliortly to bring us where we fliall never part, 
but enjoy continually -the blcflbd fruition of his heaven- 
ly prefencc. Pray, pray, that it may fpeedily come to 
pafs. 

To morrow I will fend to you to know your eftate ; 
fend me word what are the chicfeft things they charge 
you withal. 

From the Compter, 

by your brother in the Lord, 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

He alfo addreffes Mrs. Hall (Letter XXVII.) to 
the fame purport. In Letter XXVIII. he anfwers 
a woman, who defired to know if (he might be pre- 
sent at the Popifh Martins, having refrained from 
rmfc. 

" Firft, The mattins and cven-fong is in a tongue 
forbidden to be ufed in the public congregation, where 
they underftand it not. Read what St. Paul faith, that 
to pray in an unknown tongue is againft God s com- 
mandments, 1 Cor. xiv. This one, I think, is fuffici- 
cnt, if there were no other argument againft it. For 
how can God's glory be fought, where his word and 
commandment is wilfully broken ? How can charity 
to man (land, when charity to God, which is obedience 
10 his word, is broken down ? 

Again, Both in mattins and even-fong idolatry is 
maintained ; for there is invocation and prayer made 
to faints -departed this life, which robbeth God of that 
glory which he will. give to none other. 

Moreover, -this iervice, and fctters-forth of it con- 
demn the Englifti fcrvice as hercfy, thereby falling into 
God's curfc, which is threatened to fuch as call good 
evil, and evil good : Whereof they Ihall partake who 
communicate with them. 

Belides, this Latin fervice is a plain mark of Anti- 
chrift's cathoKc fynagogue ; fo that the communi- 
cants and approvers of it thereby declare themfelvcs 
to be members -of the fame fynagogue,. and fo cut 
off from Chrift and his church, whofe exterior mark 1 
is ;the true admirriftration of God's word and facra- 
menrs. 

Furthermore, the example of your going thither 
to allow the religion of Antichrift, (as doubtlcfs you 
do indeed, howfoever in heart you think) occafioneth 
fhe obdinatc to be utterly untraceable, the weak papifts 
to be more obftinate, the firong gofpellers to be much 
weakened, and the weak gofpellers to be utterly over- 
thrown : the inconveniences that muft neceflarily at- 
rend it, neither tongue can utter, nor pen defcribe. , 
All ihtfe evils thofebe guilty of that (externally only) 
accompany thefe in religion; from which you are 
admonifhed to fly. If Chrift be Chrift, iollow him. 
Gather with- him, left you fcatter abroad. Serve God, 
not only in fpirit/ but alio in body ;. make not )io«r ■ 
body, which is now a member of Chrift, a member . 
of Antichrili. Come out from amongft them, faith 
the Lord, and touch no unclean, thing. Confefe 
Chrift and his truth, not only in heart, but alfo in 
tongue, yea, in very deed, which too few gofpellers 
do. Indeed many deny him, and therefore had need 
tremble, left that Chrift deny them in the laft day : 
which day, if it were often let before ,our eyes, the 
profits and pleafurcs of this world would be cfteemed 
as mere trifles. 

Therefore, good lifter, often have it before your 
eyes, daily fct yourfclf and your doing, as it were, 
before the jadgmcnt feat of Chrift, that hereafter you 
be not called into judgment. Think that it will he 



little profit to you to win the whole world, and lofc 
your own foul. Mark well Chrift's leflbns, ". He that 
will fave his life (hall lofe it." The Father of heaven 
commandeth you to hear Chrift, who faith, follow me: 
this you cannot do, and fallow idolatry, or idolaters. 
Fly from fuch, faith the fcripture." 

Letter XXIX. is addreffed to lady Vane on former 
fubjects. Letter XXX. to Mr. Richard Hopkins, 
fometime fheriff of Coventry: who, during the time 
of his ftirievalty, was accufed by certain malignant ad- 
verfaries of matters pertaining to religion, and com- 
mitted to the Fleet prifon, where be remained a long 
time in great peril of his life. Being at length deli- 
vered out of prifon, following Mr. Bradford's counfel, 
and minding to keep his confeience pure from idolatry, 
he was forced with his wife, and eight young children 
to quit the realm, and went into High-Germany, where 
he continned in the city of Baftl till the death of queen 
Mary. 

In Letter XXXI. he encourages Mrs. Brown rp per- 
fevere in godlinefs.— In Letter XXXI I. he inftru&s a 
friend how to anfwer his adverfaries. 

" When you fliall come before the magiftrates to 
give an anfwer of the hope that is in you, do it with 
all reverence and fimplicity. And if you are afraid 
of the power and cruelty of the magiftrates, fet before 
you the example of good father Mofcs ; for he fet the 
invifible God before the eyes of his fajth, and with 
them he looked upon God and bis glorious majefly 
and power, as with the eyes of his body he law Pha- 
raoh and all his frightful terrors. So do you, my dearly 
beloved : let your inward eyes give light unto you, 
that as you are before the magiftrates, fo, and much 
more, are you and they prefeot before the face of God, 
who will give you fuch wifdom as the enemies fhall 
be amazed at : and further, he will fo order their hearts 
and doings, that they fhall, whether they will or no, 
ferve God's providence towards you, { which you can- 
not avoid, though you would! as lhall be xnoft to his 
glory, and your everlafting comfort. 

The chief matter they will trouble you for, and gp 
about to deceive you withal, is the lacrament, not of 
Chrift's body and blood, but of the altar, as they call 
it, thereby dcllroying the facrament which Chrift in- 
ftituted. I would have you note thefe two things : 

Firft, That the facrament of the altar Which, the prieft 
offereth in the mafs, and eateth privately by himfelf, is 
not the facrament of Chrift's body and blood inftiruted 
by him, as Chrift's inftitutioh plainly written, and fet 
down in the fcriptures, being compared with their ufing 
of it, evidently doth, declare. 

Again, if they talk with you of Chrift's facrament 
inftituted by him, whether it be Chriffs body or no : 
.anfwer them, That as to the eyes of your reafon, to 
>our tafte, and corporal fenfe, it is bread and wine, 
and therefore the fcripture calleth it fo, even after 
confecration ; but to the eyes, tafte and fenfe of your 
faith, which afcendefh into heaven where Chrift fit- 
tcth, it is in very deed Chrift's body and blood, which 
fpiritually your foul feedeth ,on to everlafting life, in 
faith, and by faith, even as your body prefently 
feedeth on the facramental bread and facramental 

By this means, as you fliall not allow tranfubftantia- 
tion, nor none of their popilh opinions ; fo fhall you 
declare the facrament to be a matter of faith, and not 
of reafon, as the papifts make it. For they deny God T s 
omnipotence, in faying that Chrift is not there if bread 
be there : but faith looketh on the omnipotency of God, 
joined with his promife, and doubteth not but that 
Chrift is able to give us what he promifeth fpiritually 
by faith, the bread ftill remaining in fubftance, as well 
as if the fubftance of bread were taken away: for 
Chrift faith not in any place, this no bread. But in 
thefe things God will inftruift you, if you rely on his 
promife, and pray for the power and wifdom of his 
Spirit. 

LET- 
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In Letter XXXIJII. Mr. Bradford exhorts certain 
godly men, to continue patient in the crofs, and 
conftant in the true doctrine, which they had pro- 

fcffed. 

LETTER XXXIV. 
From Mr. BRADFORD to. Mr. GEORGE EATON. 

ALMIGHTY GOD our heavenly Father, recom- 
penfe abundantly into your bofom, here and 
eternally, my dearly beloved, the good which from 
him by you I have coutinually received fince my 
coming into prifon. Other ways can I never be able 
to requite your loving kindnefs here, than by pray- 
ing for you, and ..after this life by witnefling your 
faith declared to me by your fruits, when we fhall 
come and appear together before the throne of our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, whither I thank God I am 
even now going, always expecting the officers to come 
and fatisfy the precept of the prelates, whereof though 
I cannot complain, becaufe 1 have juftly deferved 
an hundred thoufand deaths at God's hands by reafon 
of my fins, yet I may and muft rejoice, becaufe the 
prelates do not perfecute in me mine iniquities, but 
Chrift Jefus, and his verity. 

And becaufe they can do him no hurt, (for he 
fitteth in heaven, and laugheth them and their de- 
vices to fcorn, as one day they snail feel) therefore 
they turn their rage upon his poor ftieep, as Herod 
their father did upon the infants, Matt. ii. Great 
caufe have, I therefore to rejoice, that my dear Sa- 
viour Chrift will vouchfafe, among many, to chufe 
me to be a vefiel of grace to fuffer in me, (who have 
deferved fo often and juftly to fuffer for my fins) 
that I might be moft affured I ftnll be a vcffd of 
honour, in whom he will be glorified. 

As for the doctrine which I have profefled and 
preached, -I do confefs unto you in writing, as to the 
■ whole world I ihall fliortly by God's grace in fuffering, 
that it is the very true dodtrine of Jefus Chrift, of his 
prophets, apoftles, and all good men: fo that if an 
angel (hould come from heaven and preach olheru ifc, 
the fame were accurfed. 

Therefore waver not, dear brother in the Lord, 
but be confirmed in this truth, and as your vocation 
requireth, when God fo will, confefs it, though it 
be dangerous fo to do. The end will evidently (hew 
another manner of pleafurc for fo doing, than tongue 
can tell. Be diligent in prayer, and watch therein. 
Reverently read God's word. Set the (hortnefs of 
this time before your eyes, and let not the eternity 
that is to come, depart out of your memory. Prac- 
tife in your life, what you learn by reading and hear- 
ing. Decline from evil, and purfue good. Remem- 
ber them that be in bonds, efpecially for the Lord's 
caufe, as members of your body, and fellow-heirs 
of grace. Forget not the afflictions of Sion, and the 
oppreflion of Jerulalem ; and God our Father will 
give us his continual blefling through Chrift our 
Lord, who guide us as his dear children for ever. 
Amen. 

And thus I take my farewell of you, dear brother, 
for ever in this prefent life, till we fhall meet in 
eternal blifs; whither our good God and Father 
bring us fliortly, Amen. God blefs all your babes 
forever, Amen/ 

Out of prifon the 8th of February. 

Your afflicted brother for the caufe of Chrift, 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

LETTER XXXV. 

From Mr. BRADFORD to Mrs. ANNE WARCUP. 

A Lmighty God our heavenly Father, for his Chrift's 
A fake, increafe in us faith, by which we may more 
and more fee what glory and honour is repofed and 
ao. 



fafely kept in heaven, for all them that believe with 
the heart, and confefs Chrift and his truth with the 
mouth, Amen. 

My dearly Beloved, I remember that, fomc time 
ago, I took my leave of you upon conjecture; but 
now indeed I bid you farewell, upon certain know- 
ledge. My ftaff ftanding at the door , 1 continually 
look for the fheriff to come for me, and I thank 
God I am ready for him. Now 1 go to confirm that 
which I have preached. Now I am climbing up the 
hill, it will caufe me to puff and blow before I come 
to the cliff. The hill is fteep and high, my breath 
is fliort, and my ftrength is feeble: pray therefore 
to the Lord for me, that as I have now, through his 
goodnefs, come almoft to the top, I may by his 
grace be fo ftrengthened, . as not 10 reft till I come 
where I ftiould be. O loving Lord, put out thy 
hand and draw me unto thee : for no man cometh, 
but he whom the Father draweth. See, my dearly 
beloved, God's loving mercy: he knoweth my (bore 
breath, and my great weaknefs. As he fent for- 
Elias in a fiery chariot, fo fendeth he for me: for 
by fire my drofs mud be purified, that I may be 
fine gold in his fight. O unthankful wretch that i. 
am! Lord, do thou forgive me mine unthankfulnefs. 
Indeed 1 confefs that my fins have deferved hell- 
fire, much more than this fire. But lo, fo loving 
is my Lord, that he converteth the remedy for my 
fins, the puniftiment for my rranfgreffions, into a 
teftimonial of his truth, and a reftification of his . 
verity, which the prelates do perfecute in me, and 
not my fins : therefore they perfecute not me, bun 
Chrift in me, who I doubt not will take my part to. 
the very end, Amen. 

O that I had fo open an heart, as could receive 
this great benefit and • unfpeakable dignity as I 
I (hould, which God my Father offereth to me ! Now 
pray for me, my dearly beloved, pray for me that 
I never fhrink: for he that always hath taken my 
part, I am fure will not leave me when I have moft 
need for his truth and mercy's fake ; O Lord, help 
me. Into thy hands I commend me wholly. In 
the Lord is my truft, I care not what man can do 
unto me, Amen. My dearly beloved, fay you Amen 
alfo, and come after if God fo call you. Be not 
afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift, but keep company 
with him ftill. Ufe hearty prayer, reverently read 
and hear God's word, put it in practice : look for 
the crofs, lift up your hands, for your redemption 
draweth nigh ; know that the death of God's faints 
is precious in his fight. Be merry in the Lord, 
pray for mitigation of his heavy difpleafure upon 
our country. God keep us for ever, God blefs us 
with his fpiritual bleflings in Chrift. And thus. I 
bid you farewel for ever in this prefent life. Pray 
for me, for God s fake, pray for mc. God make 
perfect his good work begun in me. 

Out of prifon the 7th of February. . 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

Letter XXXVI. is addreffed to a certain gentle- 
woman, troubled and afflicled by her parents for not 
coming to mafs ; wherein he exhorts her, to be ftedfaft 
in the true faith; and encourages her to reject the 
popifh religion. 

In Letter XXXVII. he returns thanks to thofe 
from whom he had received comfort and relief in his 
imprifonment. 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

From Mr. BRADFORD to a faithful FRIEND and his 
WIFE, refolving their DOUBT, why they ought not 
to come to AURICULAR CONFESSION. 

FOR auricular confeffion, wherein you defire my 
advice, my dear brother, I am as ready rb 
give it, as you are to defire it ; yea more ready, for 
3 L I had 
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I had half a fufpicion that you and your wife (efpe- j 
cially your wife) were tired of my advice, as if 1 had 1 
given too much ; whereas indeed I fhould lament my 
too little care in feeding you fpiritually, fince you have 
fpared no pains, both in prifon and out of prifon, to 
feed me corporally. 

Auricular confc'ffion, as it was firft ufed and infti- 
tuted (which was by Way of afking counfel) I take 
to be amongft thafe traditions which arc in them- 
felves indifferent, that is, it may be done, or it may 
be left undone, unlefs it giveth offence to the weak 
brethren, and then it ought to be avoided, for we 
learn by St. Paul that things may be lawful that are 
not at all times expedient. But to confider it, as it is 
now ufed, (I write to you as I think, and what my own 
mind is ; which follow no further than good men by 
God's word do allow) to confider it, I fay, as it is 
how ufed, methinks it is plainly unlawful and wicked, 
and that for thefe caufes. 

Firft, Becaufe they make it a fervice of God, and 
a thing which pleafeth God of itfelf, not to fay meri- 
torious ; my brother, the bearer, can tell you at large 
how great an evil this is. 

•Secondly, Becaufe they make it of neceflity, fo that 
he or fhe that ufeth it not, is not taken for a good 
chriftian* 

Thirdly, Becaufe it requircth of itfelf an impofli- 
bility, that is, the numbering and telling of all our 
fins, which no man can conceive, much lefs utter. 

Fourthly, Becaufe it eftabliftieth and confirmeth, 
at leaft alloweth, praying to faints. Preeor SmiSam 
Mariarn, you muft fay, or the prieft for you. 

Fifthly, Becaufe it is very injurious to the liberty 
of the gofpel, which to affirm in example and fact, 
I take to be a good work, and dear in the fight of 
God. 

Sixthly> Becaufe (as it is ufed) it is a note, yea, a 
very finew of the popifh church; and therefore we 
fhould be fo far from allowing the fame, that we 
Ihould think ourfelves happy to lofe any thing in 
bearing witnefs againft it. 

Seventhly, Becaufe inftcad of counfel, thereat yc 
lhall receive poifon, or if you refufe it under Sir 
John's Benedicite, you fhall no lefs there be wound 
in the briars. 

Eighthly, Becaufe the end and purpofe of your going 
thither is to avoid the crofs, that is, for our own 
caufe, and not for Chrift's caufe or the edification 
of our brethren. For in that they make it fo ne- 
cefTary a thing, and a worfhipping of God, it can- 
not but be againft Chrift and the freedom of his 
gofpel: and the fame thing tcacheth us, that it is 
difadvsntageous to our brethren, who either be weak, 
or ftrong, or ignorant, or obftinate. If they be 
weak, by your reforting to it, they be made more 
weak: if they be ftrong, you do what you can to de- 
creafe their ftrengch : if they be ignorant, thereby you 
help to keep them fo : if they be obftinate, your re- 
forting to it cannot but rock them to flcep in their 
obftinate error of the neceflity of this rite and ce- 
remony. 

Letter XXXIX. is from Mr. Bradford, to Mr. 
Auguftine Bar.-.chcr; in which he begs him to learn 
what is faid of him ; and expatiates upon the great 
probability, of his being foon burnt iri Smithfield. 

LETT E^R XL. 
From Mr. BRADFORD, defcribing a Comparifon 
between the OLD MAN and the NEW, tsV. 

A Man that is regenerate and born of God, (which 
that every one of us be, our baptifm, the fa- 
crament of regeneration, doth require under pain of 
damnation, and therefore let every one of us fay with 
the Virgin Mary, " Be it unto me, O Lord, according 
to thy word,'* according to the facrament of baptifm, 
wherein thou haft declared our adoption; and let us 
lament the doubting hereof in us, flriving againft it 
as we lhall be made able by the Lord) a man, I fay, 



that is regenerate, confifteth of two men, (as one may 
fay) namely of the old man and of the new man. 
The old man is like to a mighty giant, fuch a one 
as was Goliah, for his birth is now perfect. But 
the new man is like to a little child, fuch a one as was 
David, for his birth is not perfect until the day of the 
general refurrection. 

Betwixt thefe two men there is a continual con- 
flict and a deadly war. The flefh and old man, by 
reafon of his birth being perfect, doth often for a 
time prevail againft the new man, (being but a 
child in comparifon) and that in fuch a manner, that 
even the children of God themfelves think that they 
be nothing elfe but old, and that the fpirit and feed 
of God is loft and gone away ; when yet notwith- 
standing the truth is otherwise, the Spirit and the 
feed of God at length appearing again, and difpell- 
ing the clouds which cover the fun ; fo that fome- 
times a man cannot tell by any fenfe, that there is 
any fun, the clouds and wind do fo hide it from 
our fight : even fo our blindnefs and corrupt affections 
do often fhadow the fight of God's feed in his chil- 
dren, as though they were downright reprobates. 
Whereof it cometh that they praying according to 
their fenfe, bun not according to the truth, defire of 
God to give them again his Spirit, as though they 
had loft it, and he had taken it away. Which thing 
God never doth indeed, although he maketh us xo 
think fo for a time; for he always holdcth his hand 
under his children in their falls, that they lie not ftUl 
as others do which are not regenerate. 

This our inheritor Chrift Jcfus, God with God, 
Light of Light; co-eternal and co-fubftantial with the 
Father, and with the Holy Ghoft, lo the end that he 
might become our hufband, (becaufe the hufband and 
the wife muft be one body and flefh) hath taken our 
nature upon him, communicating with it and by ic 
in his own perfon, to us all his children, his divine 
majefty, (as St. Peter faith) and fo is become flefh of 
our flifh, and bone of our bones fubftantially ; as we 
are become flefh of his flefh, and bone of his bones 
fpiritually, all that ever we have pertaining to him, 
yea even our fins ; as all that ever he hath pertaineth 
unto us, even his whole glory. So that if Satan Ihould 
fummon us to anfwer for our debts or lins, in that 
the wife is no fueable perfon, but the hufband, we may 
well bid him enter his action againft ourhulband Chrift, 
and he w ill make him a fufficient anfwer. 

LETTER XLI. 

Mr. BRADFORD'S FAREWELL to his MOTHER, 
when he thought hejhould have fuffered Jhortly after. 

IF I thought that daily, yea almoft hourly you 
did not cry upon God the Father through Jefus 
Chrifl, that he would give me his blefling, even the 
blefling of his children, then would 1 write more 
about it. But forafmuch as I am certain you are 
diligent herein, fo I befeech you, good mother, to 
continue; I think it good to write fomething, 
whereby this your crying might be furthered. Fur- 
thered it will be, if thofe things which hinder it be 
taken away. Among which, in that 1 think my 
imprifonment is the greateft and chiefeft, I will fpend 
this letter about it, and that briefly, left it might in- 
creafe the hindrance, as my good brother, this mef- 
fengcr can tell you. You fhall know therefore good 
mother, that for my body, though it be in an houfe, 
out of which I cannot come when I will, yet in 
that I have confirmed my will to God's, I find herein 
liberty enough, I thank God. And for my lodging, 
bedding, mear, drink, pious and learned company, 
books, and all other necefiaries for mine eafe, com- 
fort, and convenience, I am in much better cafe than 
I could wifh, and God's merciful providence here is 
far above my worthinefs. Worthinefs, faid I? Alas, 
I am worthy of nothing but damnation. 

But all this, for my foul I find to my advantage. 
For God is my Father, I now perceive, through Chrift j 
therefore 
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therefore for imprifoning me for his gofpel, he maketh 
(tie like to' the image of his Son Jefus Chrift here, that 
when he cOnr-th to judgment, I might then be like Onto 
him, as my truft and hope is i fhall be. Now he mak- 
eth me like to his friends the prophets, apoftles, the 
holy martyrs, and confeffors. Which of them did not 
fuller at the Icaft imprifonment or banifhment for his 



JNow, motner, now iar am 1 unworiny co De com- 
pared to them? I (I fay) which always have been, and 
am fo vile an hypocrite and grievous finner. God 
might have caufed me long before this time to have 
been caft info prifon as a thief, a blafphemer, an un- 
clean liver, and an heinous offender of the laws of the 
realm; but dear ' mother, his mercy is f<> great upon 
you and all that love me, that I fhould be caft into 
prifon for none of thefe or for any fuch vices, but only 
for Chrift's fake, for his gofpel's fake, for his Church's 
fake, that thereby as I might learn to lament and bewail 
my ingratitude and fins, fo 1 might rejoice in his mer- 
cy, be thankful, look for eternal joy with Chrift, for 
whofe fake, praifed be his name for it, 1 now fuffer, 
and therefore fhould be merry and glad. And indeed, 
good mother, fo 1 am, as ever 1 was, yea never fo 
merry and glad was I, as now I fhould be, if I could 
get you to be merry with me, to thank God for me 
and to pray on this fort : " Ah, good Fa'her, who dolt 
vouchfafe that my fon, being a grievous finner in thy 
light, fhould find this favour with thee, to be one of 
thy Son's captains and men of war no fight and fuffer 
for his gofpel's fake, 1 thank thee, and pray thee, in 
Chrift's name, that thou wouldft forgive him his 
fins and umhankfulncfs, and make perfect in him that 
good which thou haft begun ; yea, Lord, I pray thee 
make him worthy to fuffer not only imprifonment, but 
even death itfclf, for thy truth, religion, and gofpel's 
fake. As Anna did apply and give her firft child hamucl 
unto thee, fo J, dear Father, befeech thee, for Chrift's 
fake, to accept this my gift, and give my fon John 
Bradford, grace always truly to ferve thee and thy peo- 
ple, as Samuel did. Amen, Amen." 

Now therefore will I make an end, defiring you to 
expect no more letters : for if it were known that I had 
■pen and ink, then fhould I want all other convenien- 
ces 1 have mentioned concerning my body, and be caft 
.into fome dungeon in • fetters of 'iron: which thing I 
know would grieve you, and- therefore for God's fake, 
fee that thefe be burned, when this little prayer in 
it is copied by my brother Roger: it maybe your 
houfe may be fearched for' fuch things, wheil you little 
think of it; and. look for no more, fweet mother, till 
either God fhall deliver me, and fend me out, or till 
■ you and I meet together in heaven, where wc fhall never 
part afunder, Amen. 

LETTER XLII. 
From Mr. BRADFORD to his MOTHER, being bis 
lull Farewell, a little before he raw- Burned. 
OD's mercy and peace in' Chrift, be more and 

_X more perceived of us, Amen. 

My moft dear mother,' in the bowels of Chrift I hear- 
tily pray and befeech you to be thankful for me unto 
God, who now taketh me unto himfelf : 1 die not as 
a criminal, bur a witnefs of Chrift, the truth of 
whofe gofpel I have hitherto confeffed, I thank God, 
horh by preaching and imprifonment, and now I am 
willing to confirm the fame by fire. I acknowledge 
that God might juftly have taken me hence from my fins, 
(which arc many, great, and grievous; but the Lord 
for his mercy in Chrift, I hope hath pardoned them all J 
but now, my dear mother, he taketh me hence by this 
death, as a confeffbr and witnefs, that the religion 
taught by Chrift Jefus, the prophets and the apoftles, 
is God's truth. The prelates in me do perfecute Chrift, 
whom they hate, and his truth which they will not abide, 
becaufe their works arc evil. They do not care for the 
I'ght, left men thereby fhould difcover their darknefs. 
■Therefore my dear mother, give thanks to God for me, 
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that he hath made the fruits of thy womb 10 be a wit- 
nefs of his glory, and attend to the truth, which I have 
truly taught put of the pulpit of Manchefter. life 
often and continual prayer to God the Father, through 
Jefus Chrift. Hearken to the fcriptures, arid ferve 
God according to them, and not according to the cuf- 
tom: beware of the Romifh religion in England ; defile 
hot yourfclf with it : carry the crofs of Chrift as he 
ftiall lay it upon your back : forgive them that kill me : 
pray for them, for they know not what they do : com- 
mit rfiy caufc to God our, Father: be mindful of both 
your daughters, and help them as well as you can. 

1 fend all my writings to you and my brother Roger, 
do with them as you will, becaufe I cannot as I would, 
he can tell you more of rily mind. I have nothing to 
give you, or to leave behind me for you ; only 1 pray 
God my Father, for Chrift's fake, to blefs you, and to 
keep you from ail evil. May he make you patient, and 
than kful-thAt he will take the' fruit of your womb fo wit- 
nefs his truth ; wherein I confefs to the whole world, I 
die, and depart this life, iri hope of a much better: 
which I look for at the hands of God fny Father, 
through the merits of his dear Son Jefus Chrift. 

Thus rhy dear mother, I, take my laft fafewel of you 
in this life, befeeching the Almighty and eternal Father 
by Chrift, to grant us to meet in the' life to come, where 
we ftiall give him continual thanks and praife for ever 
and ever, A men! 

Out of prifon, June 24, 1555. ' Your fon in the Lord, 
JOHN BRADFORD. 

LETTER XLIIL 

Containing a SUPPLICATION fent by Mr. BRAD- 
FORD to Qi-een MARY, her COUNCIL, and 
. the whole PARLIAMENT. 

1"N moft humble wife complaineth .unto your tria- 
ls jefty and honours, a poor fubjeet, perfecuted for 
the confcllion of Chrift's verity: which deferveth your 
. protection and encouragement, as the thing by which 
you reign and have your honour and authority. Al- 
though we that be profeflbrs, through the grace of 
God, the Conftarit profeflbrs of the fame, are, as it 
were, the out-fwecpings of the world ; yet I fay, the 
truth itfelf is not a thing unworthy for your ears to hear, 
for your eyes to fee, and far your hands to handle, help, 
and fuccour, as the Lord hath made you able, and 
placed you where you are for the fame purpofe. Your 
highnefs and honours ought to know, that there is no 
innocency in words or deeds, where it is enough and 
fufficient only to aceufe. it behoveth kings, queens, 
and all that be in authority, to know, that in the ad- 
ministration of their kingdoms they arc God's minifters. 
It behoveth them to' know, that they are hot kings, but 
plain tyrants, who reign not to this end, that they may 
ferve and fet forth God's glory after true knowledge ; 
and therefore it is rcquirad of them that they would be 
wife, and fuller thcmfelvcs to kifs their Sovereign left 
they perifh; as all thofc potentates, with their princi- 
palities and dominions, cannot long profper, but perifh 
indeed, if they and their kingdoms be not ruled with 
the fecptre of God, that is, with his word ; which whofo 
honoureth not, honourcth not. God, and they that ho- 
nour not the Lord, the Lord will not honour them, bur 
bring them into contempt, and at length take his own 
caufe, which he hath chiefly committed to them to 
care for, into his own hands, and fo overthrow them, 
and fet up his own truth glorioufly ; the people alfo 
perifhing with the princes, where the word of pro- 
phecy is wanting, much more is fupprefftd;" as if is 
now in this realm of England, over which the eyes o.f 
the Lord are fet to deftroy it, your highnefs, and all 
your honours, if in time you look not better to your 
office and duties herein, and not fuffer yourfelves to be 
Haves and hangmen to Antichrift and his prelates, wbc. 
have already brought your highnefs and h.onours in the 
mind to let Barabbas loofe, and fo hang up Chrift : 
as by the grace and help of God I fhall make apparent, 
3 M it 
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if firfl it would pleafe your excellent majefty, ancl 
your honours', to Jake to heart God's doctrine, which 
rather through the Trialicc of the Pharifces, I mean the 
hi (hops and prelates, than your consciences, is opprefled ; 
and Hot for our contemptible and execrable ftare in the 
world to pafs the lefs'ofit. For this doctrine is 
higher, and of more honour and majefty than all t!)c 
whole world. It ftandeth invincible above all power, 
being not our doctrine, but thedoarine of the ever-liv- 
ing God, and of his (Thrift, whom the Father hath or- 
dained King, to have dominion from fea to fea, and 
from the river unto the end of the world. And truly 
fo he cloth and will reign, that he will (hake all the 
earth with his iron and brazen power, with his golden 
and filvcr brightness, only by the rod of his mouth, to 
Olivers, in fuch a manner as though they were pots of 
clay, according to what the prophets write of the 
magnificence of iiis kingdom. And thus much for 
thc°doctrine, and your duties to hearken, to propagate, 
and defend the fame. 

But now will our adverfaries mainly cry out againft 
us, becaufe no man may be admitted once to fpeak 
?g;dnft them, that we pretend falfely the doctrine 
and word of God, calling us the mod: wicked contem- 
ners oi' it, and heretics, fchifmatics, traitors, &c. All 
which their fayings, how malicious and falfe they are, 
though 1 might refer to that which is written by thole 
men whofe works they have condemned, and all that 
retain any of them, publickly by proclamation ; yet 
here u ill I pecafion your majefty and honours by this 
my writing, to fee that it is far otherwife than they 
report of us. God our father, for his holy name's 
fake, direct my pen to be his inftrumcnt to put into 
your eyes, cars and hearts, that which mod may make 
to his glory, in the fafe-guard of your fouls and bodies, 
anil prefcrvation of the whole realm, Amen. 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

LETTER XL1V. 

From Mr. BRADFORD to certain of bis FRIENDS, 
N. S. and R. C. 

I With to you, my good brethren, the fame grace of 
God in Chrift, which I pray the Father of "mercies 
td give me for his holy name's fake, Amen. 

Yotir letter, though I have not read myfelf, becaufe 
] would not alienate my mind from conceived tilings, to 
write to others yet 1 have heard the fum of it, that it is 
of God's election ; wherein I will briefly write to you 
my faith, and how 1 think it good and meet for a chrif- 

i believe, that man, made after the image of God, 
did fall from that blcfted (late to. the condemnation of 
himfelf, and all his pofterity. 1 believe that Chrift 



(for rnan being thus fallen) did oppofe himfelf to the 
justice of God, a mediator, paying the ranfom and 
prj.ee of redemption for Adam and his whole potterity 
that refufe it not finally. I believe, that all who be- 
lieve in Chrift, (I fpeak of fuch as be of years of dif- 
crction) are partakers of Chrift and all his merits. I 
believe that faith, and to believe in Chrift (1 fpeak not 
now of faith that men have by reafon of miracles, John 
ii. 11. Acts viii. or by reafon of earthly conveniences, 
Matth. xiii. cuftom and authority of men, which is 
commonly feen, the hearts of them that fp believe, be- 
ing not right and finiple before God ; but I fpeak of 
that faith which indeed is the true faith, the juftifying 
and regenerating faith) I believe, I fay, that this faith 
and belief in Chrift, is the work and gift of God, given 
to none but thofe who are the children of God, that is, 
to thofe whom God the Father before the beginning of 
the world hath predeftinated in Chrift to eternal life. 

Thus do 1 wade in prcdeftination, in fuch a manner 
as he hath opened it. Though in God it be the firfl, 
yet to us it is the laft opened. And therefore 1 begin 
with creation, from whence I come to redemption, fo 
on to juflifiration, and then to election. On this 
manner I am fure, that warily and wifely a man may 
walk in it ealily by the light of God's Spijit, in and by 
his word, feeing this faith not to be given to all men, 
2. Theft, iii. but to fuch as are born of God, predeftinate 
before the; world was made, after the purpofe and good 
; " of God, which will we muft not call in queftion. 



fcirand trembling fubmit ourfclvcs to i 
which C ;,n will nothing otherwife than what 
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holy, juft, and good, how far foever.it may feem other- 
wife to oyr reafon, which muft needs be beaten down 
to be more careful for God's glory, than for man's fal- 
va'ion, which dependeth only thereon, as all God's 
children full well fee; for they feck not the glory 
which conicth of men, but the glory which cometh of 
God, Jer. ix. John v. They know God to be a God 
which dorh on earth, not only mercy, but alfo judgment, 
which is hisjuftice, and moft juft, although our foolith 
reafon cannot fee it. And in this knowledge they glory 
and rejoice, though others, through vain curiofity, 
grudge and murmur againft it. Thus briefly I have 
fent you my mind and meaning concerning this matter. 
Hereafter you fliall have ( 1 think) your letter particu- 
larly anfwered by Mr. Philpqt ; as alfo, if I have time, 
and you fo require, 1 will do. 

JOHN BRADFORD. 

Befidps thefe letters, there were others to father 
Traves, minifter of Blackley, long before he came 
into, trouble, the fubftance of which being fully con- 
tained in the foregoing extracts, wc think proper to 
omit. A now we proceed with the hiftory of the 
martyrs. 
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sin ACCOUNT cf the LIVES, EXAMINATIONS, SUFFERINGS, and DEATHS of various PIOUS 
PROTESTANTS, mo/I of ivhom ivcre BURNED, and fome DIED in PRISON, during the BLOODY 
PERSECUTION /„ '/be REIGN of QU IiEN MARY I. A. D. 1555. 



THE next day after Mr. Eradford and 
: John Leaf 1 uttered in Smithfield, William 
Minge, prieft, died in Prifon at Maidftone, 
being there in bonds for religion, and 
would ; (had he lived a little longer) alfo have fufFercd 
the. fury of his adverfaries, whofe nature was to fpare 
and favour none that favoured Chrift's pure gofpei. 
This William Minge, with as great conftancy and bold- 
nets yiekled up his life in, prifon, as if it had pleafed 
God to have called him to fuffer by, fire, as other good 
and godly men had done before at the flake, as himfelf 
was read y to do, had it pleafed G.od. to have called him. 



UPON Sunday the 3d of July, 1555, died one 
James Trevifam, in the parifh of bt. Margaret, 
in LothBqry, who being impotent and lame, kept his 
bed a long time. This Trevifam had a fervant named 
John Small, who was reading in the bible, when one 
Berd, the. promoter came to the houfe, and would needs 
go up .ftairs, where he found four perfons befides him 
and his wife; to wit, the young man that read, and two 
men and a woman. All whom the faid Berd appre- 
hended .and carried to the Compter, where they remain- 
ed about a fortnight, notwithftanding all the friends 
they could, make. Not only fo, but the faid Bard in- 
tended to carry the poor lame bedridden man to New- 
gate 
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x a cart, (and brought a cart 
parpofc) had not _the. oeigjibour, ■• 



ta the door fas that 
ho had a little more 
defign. 

nptwithftanding he could 



ties for 



ju.m--.nity, prevented that barbai 
lefs, the poor man was obliged 
his forth coming, notw.thftand „ 
of his bed, being not only lame, but very fick 
l\me n'me. In a few days time he grew fo ill, that 
his life was defpaired of; and the parfon of the parifn, 
o'ic Mr. Farthing, came to vifit him, and had coni- 
mu'iication with him, and they both agreed very well 
in matters of religion, and fo the parfon departed. No 
fooncr was he come down into the ftreet, but he was 
met by one Toller, a founder, who threatened to accufe 
him for agreeing with Trevifam ; for, faid the foun- 
der/ he demeth the facrament of the altar. Upon that 
tlv* parfon went to him again, and then they could not 
as-rcc And fo the parfon went to the bifhop of London, 
and told him. The bifhop anfwered, that he ihould 
be burnt: and if he were already dead, he fhould be 
buried in a ditch. And when he was dead, the parfon 
ihewed as much fpite and ill-nature to his poor forrow- 
iul widow as poffibly he could, not fuffcring her to put 
him in a coffin, or any thing elfe, but infilled on car- 
rying him on a table to Moorfklds, and there he was 
buried. The fame night the body was taken up again, 
and the fheet taken from him, and he left naked above 
«round. The owner of the field feeing this, buried 
rum again; a fortnight after, the fumner came to his 
grave, *and fummonfed him to appear at St. Paul's he- 
fore his ordinary, to anfwer to fuch things as fhould be 
laid againft him. But what became of this affair af- 
terwards, I cannot certainly fay. 



THE isthdayof July, John Bland, John Frnnkcfh, 
Nicholas Sheterden, and Humphry Middlcton, 
were all four burnt at Canterbury together for one 
caufe. Of which number, Frankefh and Bland were 
miniftcrs and preachers of the w ord of God, the one 
being parfon of Adefliarn, and the other vicar of Rol- 
vindon. Mr. Bland was a man fo little born for his 
own advantage, that no part of his life was feparatcd 
from the common and public utility of all men. For 
his firft doings were then employed to the bringing up 
of children in learning and virtue. Under w horn were 
trained up feveral hopeful young men, which afterwards 
did handfomely fiourifli. In which number was Dr. 
Sands, a man of Angular learning and worthinefs, as 
may well become a fcholar for fuch a fchoolmafter, 
whom I gladly here name for his fingular gifts of virtue 
and erudition. 

After this, he coming to the miniftry in the church 
of God, or rather being called thereto, was inflamed 
with incredible defire to profit the congregation, which 
may appear by this, that whereas he was twice caft into 
Canterbury prifon for preaching of the gofpel, and deli- 
vered once or twice from thence at the intcrceiiion of his 
friends, yet he would preach the gofpel again, as foon as 
he was delivered. Whereupon he being the third time 
apprehended, when his friends yet once again would 
have found means to have delivered him if he would 
promife to abftain from preaching; he flood in it ear- 
neftly, that he would admit no fuch condition, notably 
well expreffing unto us the manner and example which 
we read in the apoflle St. Paul; " Wno ihall feparare 
us from the love of Chrift? Tribulation, oranguifh, or 
hunger, or nakednefs, or perfecution, or the fword ?" &c. 
But to exprefs the whole life and aftions of this pious 
martyr, feeing we have his own tcftimony concerning 
the fame, it is beft to refer the reader to his ou » report, 
writing to his father the vholedifcourfe of his troubles, 
from the beginning almoft to the latter eijd, in order 
and manner as \ ou fiiall hear. 

An Account of the whole Proceedings againft Mr. 
BLAND/wn//f/i by him/elf to his Father. 

DEARLY beloved father in Chrift Jefus, I thank 
you for your gentle letters. And to fatisfy your 



tnind. as concerning the 
thefe ihall both declare 

have happened unto me fince you were wirh me, and 
alfo fince I received your laft letters. God keep you 

Your fon, 

JOHN BLAND. 

"fpiRST, The 3d of September, being Sunday, after 
A. fervice ended, ere I had put off my furplice, John 
Auften came to the table, (commonly called the Lord's 
table) and laid both his hands upon it, faying, Who fet 
this here again? Now they fay they took the table down 
the Sunday before, which I knew not, neither do I 
know who fet it up again. The clerk anfwered that he 
knew nor. Then faid Auften, he is a knave, that fet it 
here. I was then going down the church, wondering 
what he meant, and faid, Goodman Auften, the queen's 
highnefs bath fet forth a proclamation that you move 
no fedition: and before I could fpeak any more, he 
faid, Thou art a knave: and 1 faid, Well, good man 
Auften, uhat I have faid, I have faid. By God's foul, 
faid he. Thou art a very knave. Then my clerk fpoke 
to him, but what I am not fure. But he faid, You are 
both heretic knaves, and have deceived us too long al- 
ready, and if you fay any fervice here again, I will turn 
your table upfide down; and in that rage he, with 
others, took the table and laid it on a cheft in the chan,- 
ce), and fet the treffels by it. Soon after I. rode to Mr. 
Ifaac, and declared unto him how feditipufly Auften 
had behaved himfelf. Mr. Ifaac directed a warrant to 
the conftable, which was immediately ferved, fo that 
he was brought before him the fame night, and was 
bound by recognizance, with fureties, to appear if he 
were called. But then we agreed fo well, that it was 
never called for: the table was brought down, and was 
permitted as before. 

The 26th of November, being Sunday, Richard 
Auften and his brother Thomas came to the aforefaid 
table after the communion was done, and as I was gor- 
ing by them, Richard faid unto me, Mr. Parfon, 
we want to fpeak with you. And I faid. What is 
your will? And he faid. You know that you took 
down the tabernacle wherein the rood did hang, and 
fuch other things : we would know what rccompence 
you uould make us : for the queen's proceedings are 
(as >ou know) that fuch things muft be put up 



feedings as yet; and as 
imandment, 

,-ou will not know the 



<now them, 

e againft the queen's pro- 
re abominable ufes and 



Said I, I know no fuch pi 
for what 1 did, 1 did it by co 

No, faid Thomas Aufren, 
queen's proceedings. 

Yes, faid I, I refufe not to 

Then, faid Richard, You 0 
ceedings; for you fay there 
dcvilifhnefs in the mafs. 

Goodman Auften, faid J, if I fo faid, I will fay it 
again, an.d God willing, ftand to the proof of it, 

Mafters all, faid Richard Auften, bear record of thefe 
words, and went his way. 

Said Thomas Auften,' Thou wilt as foon eat this book 
as ftand to them. 

No, faid I, not fo foon. 

Tell us, f lid he, whar devilifhnefs is in the mafs? 

I have often preached it unto you, faid I, and you 
have net believed it, nor borne it away, neither will 
you now, though I fhould tell you. 

Thou (faid he) halt told us always like an heretic as 
thou art. Now you lie, goodman Auften, faid I, by 
your leave. Marry, faid he, thou heft. And I faidj 
And you lie, lor 1 have taught you Chrift and his truth. 

Said he, Thou art an heretic, and haft taught us nothing 
but herefy : for thou canft fay nothing that is true. 

Yes, goodman Auften, I can fay that God is in hea- 
ven, and you will fay (.1 hope) that it is true, and fo 
have I taught you truly. 

Said he, thou hafl taught us like an heretic, and haft 
faid, that there is no devil in hell. 

Well, faid I, lie on; mcfhijiks you can fay little 
3 N truth. 
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truth. Many other taunts he gave, too long to 
■write. And at laft he faid, You pulled down the al- 
tar, will you build it again? No, faid T, except I 
be commanded ; for I ' 



did. 



s commanded to do that I 
vill not, faid he, then will I. 



Well, if you 
am churchwarden. 

I charge you, faid I, that you do not, except you 
have authority. I will not, faid he, be hindered by 
your charge. For we will have a mafs here on Sunday, 
and a preacher that {hall prove thee an heretic, if thou 
dare abide his coming. 

Yes, faid I, God willing, I will abide and hear him ; 
for fure I am, that he cannot ' difprove any doctrine 
that I have peached. 

Yes, faid he, and that thou malt hear, if- thou run 
not away ere then. 

No, Mr. Auften, I will not run away. 
Marry, faid he, I cannot tell; thou art as like as 
not ; with many more words we came out of the church, 
and fo departed. 

When Sunday came I looked for our preacher, and at 
the time of morning prayer I faid to the clerk, Why do 
you not ring? You forget that we (hall have a fermon 
to-day. No, faid he, Mr. Miles's fervant hath been 
here this morning, and faid, his mafter hath letters from 
my lord chancellor, that he mull go to London, and 
cannot come. That day I preached a fermon iri his 
ftead. . Now have they flandered me, that I prepared 
a company from divers places to have troubled him ; 
but they agreed not in their lie. For fome faid, I had 
them at Adefham, and that Richard Auften had know- 
ledge, and fent for the conftable to fee the peace kept, 
•which is found a lie. Others faid, I had them from 
Canterbury and Adefham. Others faid, I had them in 
both places, that if the one miffed, the other mould 
not. God forgive them all. Now upon thefe two mat- 
Vers they boaft that they fent two bills of complaint to 
the council. Wherefore by the advice of friends, I made 
•this teftimony, and fent it up by Mr. Wifenian. 
'The BEHAVIOUR of Mr. JOHN BLAND, Parfon 
of Adesham, in ^County a/Kent, on Sunday the 
3d Day of December laft, containing the Words which 
. be /pake there unto the People. 

WHEREAS upon certain communication had be- 
tween the faid parfon and Richard Auften, and 
Thomas Auften, in the prefence of all the parifh of 
Adefham, the Sunday before St. Andrew's day laft, the 
faid Auften then declared, That the faid parfon had 
-taught there in -times paft great herefies, which to con- 
found, they would prepare a preacher againft the next 
Sunday following, if fo be the faid parfon would abide, 
and not run away : upon which rumour, divers perfons 
reforted out of the country, unto the faid parifh church, 
at the day appointed, there to hear the preacher ; and 
at the time in which the fermon ought to be made, no 
man appeared there to preach ; but it was reported to 
' the parfon that the preacher appointed, had urgent 
bufinefs and could not come. So that the multitude 
being now come together, the fame parfon perceiving 
that the peopie's expectation was defrauded, faid, For- 
afmuch as you are willingly come to hear fomc good 
advertifement of the preacher, who cannot be now pre- 
fenr, 1 think it not convenient to let you depart with- 
out fome exhortation for your edification. And fur- 
ther declaring that he had no licence to preach, faid, 
That he would not meddle with any matter in contro- 
verfy. And then he began the epiflle for- the day, 
defiring the audience to mark three or four places in 
the faid epiftle, which touched of quietnefs and love 
to one another: and there briefly reading the epiflle, 
he noted the fame places, and fo making an end there- 
of, defired all men to depart quietly and in peace, as 
they did, without any manner of difturbance, or token 

Witneffcs, the undernamed, with divers others. 
EDMUMD MORES, WILLIAM FORSTALL, 
RICHARD- RANDAL, THOMAS GOODJNG. 
JOHN HILLS, 



Another MATTER 0/" TROUBLE wrought againft Mr, 
JOHN BLANDj as appearetb by his own Narration. 

T TPON Innocents day, being the 28th of December, 
\_J they had procured the prieft of Stodmafti to fay 
mafs: he had nigh made an end of mattins ere I came : 
and when he had ended them, he faid to me, Mr. Par- 
fon, your neighbours have defired me to fay mattins and 
mafs ; I hope you will not be againft the queen's pro- 
ceedings. No (faid I) I will offend none of her majef- 
ty's lawsi God willing. What fav you ? quoth he, and 
made as though he had not heard. Then I'fpake the fame 
words to him again with an higher voice; but he would 
not hear, though all' the reft in the chancel heard : I 
fpoke fo loud the third time, that all the church might 
hear, That 1 would not offend the queen's laws, and 
then he went to mafs ; and when he was reading the 
epiftle, I called the clerk unto me, with the beckoning 
of my finger, and faid unto him, I pray you defire the 
prieft, when the gofpel is done, to tarry a little, I have 
fomething to fay to the people; and the clerk did fo. 

And the prieft came down into the ftall where he fat; 
and I flood up in the chancel door, and fpake to the 
people of the great goodnefs of God always ftiewed 
unto his people, unto the time of Chrift's coming; 
and in him and his coming, what benefit they paft, 
we prefent, and our fuce'effors have; arid among other 
benefits I fpake of the great and comfortable facramenn 
of his body and blood. And after I had briefly declared 
the inflitution, the promife of life to' the good,' and 
damnation to the wicked, I fpake of the bread and wine, 
affirming them to be bread and wine after the confecra- 
tion, as yonder mafs book, faying, .Holy bread of eter- 
nal lite, and the cup of perpetual falvation. So that 
like as our bodily mouths eat the facramental bread and 
wine, fo doth the mouth of our fouisf which is our faith) 
eat Chrift's flefti and blood. Arid when I had made an 
end of that, I fpake of the mifufe of the facramerit in 
the mafs; fo that 1 judged it in that ufc no facramenr, 
and ftiewed how Chrift bade us all eat and drink; and in 
the mafs one only eatcth and drinketh.and the reft kneel, 
knock, and worfhip: and after thefe things ended, as 
brieflyas I could, 1 fpake of the benefactors of the mafs, 
and began to declare who made the mafsj and recited 
every man's name, and the patch that he put on the 
mafs ; but before I had rehearfed them all, the church- 
warden and rbe conftable his fon-in-law, violently came 
upon me, and took my book from me, and pulled me 
down, and thruft me into the chancel, with an exceeding 
roar and cry. Some cried, Thou heretic ; fomc, Thou 
traitor; fomc, Thou rebel; and when ey?ry rmn had 
faid his pleafure, and the rage was fomewhat paft, Be 
quiet, good neighbours, faid 1 !, and let me fpeak to you 
quietly. If I have offended any Uw, I will make an- 
fwer before them that arc in authority to correct me. 
But they would not hear me, and pulled me, one on 
this fide, and another on that, and began again. Then 
Richard Auften faid. Peace matters, no more till mafs 
be done, and they ceafed. Then I faid to the church- 
warden and conftable, each holding me by the arm : 
Matters, let me go into the church-yard till your mafs 
be done. No, faid the church-warden, thou" dial: 
tarry here till mafs be done. I will not, faid I, but 
againft my will. And they faid, Thmi (halt tarry, fur 
if thou go out thou wilt run away. Then L faid to the 
conftable, lay me in the flocks, and then you will be 
fure of me, and turned my back to the altar. By that 
time Richard Auften had devifed what to do with nic, 
and called to the conftable and the church-warden, ami 
bade them put me into a fide chapel, and fhut the door 
on me, and there they made me tarry till mafs was end- 
ed. When the mafs was ended, thry came into the 
chapel to me,- and fearched what I had about me; and 
found a dagger, and took it from me. Then faid Tho- 
m.is Auften, church-warden, after manv brablings that 
they made with me, Thou kcc-peU a wile here amongft 
us, againft God's law and the queen's. You lye, good- 
man Auften, faid l, it is not againft God's law, nor as 
I fuppofe, againft the queen's. Thus they brought roe 
out of the church, and vviihouc the door they railed on 
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me without pity or mercy ; but anon the prieft came 
out of the church, and Ramfey, that of late was clerk, 
faid unto him, Sir, where dwell you ?' And therefore 
Thomas Auftcn took htm by the arm, and faid, Gome 
on, lirrah, you are of his opinion, and took his dagger 
from him, and faid, he fhould go with him. I am 
content, faid he, and a little mocked them in their 
envious talk. By this time John Gray of Wingham, 
fervant to John Smith, came in at the church ftyle, 
and feeing. them hold Ramfey by the arms, faid to him, 
How now. Ramfey, have you offended the queen's 
laws ? No, faid he. Then there is no tranfgreffion. 
Therewith Thomas Auften took him, and faid, You 
are one of their opinions, you fhall go with them for 
company, and took his dagger from him, and then 
demanded what he did there? But after (I think) for 
very lhame they let him go again. But they carried 
me and Ramfey to Canterbury, guarded by eighteen per- 
ibns. A fheet of paper would not contain the talk that' 
we had that night with Mr. Hardes, ju ft ice, Mr. Ox- 
enden, Mr. Spilman, and Mr. Turfam. 

The next day they made a bill againfl me, but it ferved 
not their purpofe, which was, that they wouid have had 
me to prifon. But James Chapman, and Bartholomew 
Joyes-, were bound in twenty pounds each of them for 
my appearance at the next general feffions, or in the 
mean time to appear, if I were fent for before the 
queen's majefty's council, or any other commiffioners 
fent by the queen's authority. And Ramfey was bound 
to the peace, and to be of good behaviour till the next 
feflions. His fureties were Thomas Hogeking, and 
Simon Barrat. 

Now on the 23d or 24th of February Sir Thomas 
Finch, knight, and Mr. Hardes, fent for me and my 
fureties to Mr. Finch's place, and took me from my fure- 
tfes, and fent me to the caftle of Canterbury, by Sir 
Thomas Moyles's order, as they faid, where 1 lay ten 
weeks, and then was bailed, and bound to appear at the 
next feflions holdcn at Canterbury : but after, they 
changed it to be at Afhford on Thurfday in Whitfun- 
week, being the nineteenth of May : but in the mean 
time the matter was exhibited to the fpiritual court. ' 
Tlx Firji EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN BLAND 
in the Spiritual Court, before Dr. HARPSFIELD, 
Archdeacon of Canterbury, and Mr. COL- 
LINS, Conmissary. 

THE 1 8th day of May, Mr. Harpsfield, archdea- 
con of Canterbury, obliged the mayor's ferjeant 
to bringme before him and Mr. Collins, commifTary, 
into Chrift's-church, and they took me into a chamber 
in the fuffragan of Dover's houfc. 

Then the archdeacon faid, Art thou a prieft ? And 
I faid, I was one. And he faid, Art thou a graduate 
of any univerfity ? and I faid, Yea. What degree, faid 
he, haft thou taken? The degree, faid I, of Maftcr of 
Arts. The more pity, replied he, that thou fhouldft 
behave thyfclf as thou haft done. . Thou hnft been a 
common licenfcd preacher, haft thou not? and I faid, 
I have been fo. Mary, faid he, fo I underftand. 
Harpsfield. What haft thou preached ? 
Bland. God's word, to the edifying of his people. 
Harpsfield. No,- no, to the deliruclion both of thy 
foul and their's too, if the mercy of God be not fpec- 
dily extended towards you. 1 pray thee tell me what 
thou haft preached ? 
Bland. 1 told you already what I have preached. 
Harpsfield. Nay, but tell me what one matter halt thou 
preached to the edifying of the people, as thou faveft ? 

Bland. I will tell you no particular matter': for I 
perceive you would have fome matter again!! me. 

Harpsfield. No, by my faith, I only dcfire to win 
thee from the hcrefies thou art bewrapt in, and haft 
infedted others withal. For thou haft preached, as I 
am informed, that the blcfled faoamcnt of the altar is 
not the real body and- blood of Chrift after the confe- 
cration. Tell me, haft thou not thus preached ? and 
's not this thy opinion ? 
Bland. Sir, I perceive, as I faid before, that you feck 
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fome matter again ft me. But feeing that I am bound 
in the feflions to my good behaviour for preaching, 
which maybe broken with words, and well I know- 
not with what words, and alfo both mine authority to 
preach, and my living taken from me, I think 1 am 
not bound to make you an anfwer. 

Collins. Mr. Bland, do you not remember, that Sr. 
Peter biddeth you make anfwer to every man that 
afketh you a reafon of the faith that is in you ? 

Bland. I know that, and I am content fo to anfwer 
as that text biddeth : but I know that Mr. Archdeacon 
did not afk me after that manner, but rather to bring 
me into trouble. Then they faid, No, you fhall not 
be troubled for any thing that you fay here. 

Bland. I am content for knowledge fake to com- 
mune with you in any matter, but not otherwife. And 
fo they fell to reafoning for the fpacc of an hour, of the 
facrament, both againft me. At laft Mr. Collins faid, 
Mr. Bland, will you come and take in hand to anfwer 
fuch matters on Monday next as fhall be laid to you? 

Bland. Sir, you faid 1 fhould not be troubled for any- 
thing that fhould belaid here for learning's fake. And 
they faid, You fhall not, but it is for other matters. 

Wand. Sir, I am boun.d to appear, as fome tell me, 
on Thurfday next at Afhford, I am in doubt whether I 
can or no: yet have I purpofed to be there, and fo to 
go to London to Mr. Wifeman, for an obligation that 
he hath, whereby I fhould receive fome money to pay 
my debts withal. Then faid Mr. Archdeacon, I will 
write to Mr. Wifeman, that, you fhall fuftain no lofs. 

Bland. That fhall not need: for 1 can fuftain no great 
lofs if I go not. But I pray you let me have a longer 
day. No, faid he. 

Bland. Sir, I cannot well come on Monday. 

Harpsfield. Wilt thou not come when he fo gently 
fpeaketh to thee, where he may command thee ? 

Bland. I do not deny to come, but I defire a longer day. 

Harpsfield. Thou fhalt have no other day: I charge 
thee to come on Monday. 

Bland-. Sir, I perceive it fhall be for this or like mat- 
ters: will it pleafe you, or Mr. Collins, for God's fake, 
to confer fcfiptures privately with me in this manner, 
feeing you fay you would fo gladly win me. 

Harpsfield. With all my heart will 1 take the pain?, 
and I will alfo borrow my lord of Dover's library, to 
have what book thou wilt : and thus they departed. 
Now the 17th of May at Afhford I could not be re- 
leafed, although I was called to the Spiritual Court for 
- that purpofe, but was bound to appear at the feflions 
held at Cranbroke the third of July; 

Another APPEARANCE of Mr. BLAND, before the 
Archdeacon and bis Fellows. 

ON the 21 ft of May I appeared in the chapter- 
houfe, where was a great multitude of people, 
unlocked for by me, and Mr. Archdeacon faid thus to 
me : You are come here according as you were ap- 
pointed ; and the caufe is, that it hath pleafed the 
queen's highnefs here to place me, to fee God's holy 
word fet forth, and to reform thofe that are here fallen 
into great and heinous errors, to the great difpleafure of 
God, and the decay of Chrift's facraments, and con- 
trary to the faith of the catholic church, whereof thou 
art notably known to be one that is fore poifoned with 
the fame, and haft infected and deceived many with thy 
evil preaching; which if thou wiit renounce/and come 
home again to the catholic church, both I and many 
others would be very glad : and I for my part fhall be 
right glad to fhew you the favour that lieth in me, as 1 
faid unto you when you were appointed hither, becaufe 
you then refufed to futbfy again the people that you had 
deceived. And whereas ic is feigned by you, that I 
fhould openly difpute the matter with you this day; al- 
though 1 did neither fo intend nor appoint, yet I am 
content to difpute the matter with thee, if thou wilt 
not without deputation help to heal the fouls that are 
brought hellward by thec. What fayeft thou ? 

Bland. I do protcft hefore God and you all, that 
neither is my confciencc guilty of any error or herefy, 
neither 



The EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN BLAND. 



ISO 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK OF MARTYRS. [Q. Mary, A. B. 1555. 



neither that I ever taught any error or herefy willingly. 
And where your mafterfhip faith, That I have feigned 
an open difputation with you, it is not true, as 1 can 
thus prove: Upon Saturday I was at Ugden's, and there 
Mr. Bingham laid it to my charge, that fuch an open 
difputation, as you have here offered, fhould be. this 
day between you and me. Whereat I much marvelled, 
and faid to him, that before that prefent I never heard 
any fuch word ; neither would I anfwer nor difpute: 
And Mr. Vaughau, Mr. Oxendon, Mr. Seth, of Over- 
land, and Mr. Uxdcn can witnefs to this; and further 
1 faid to them, that I never fpake to you. pf any difpu.- 
tation, nor you. to me. Now if your mafterfhip have 
"any thing to fay to me by the law, I will make anfwer 

Harpsfield. Hear ye what he faith ? His con/cience is 
clear. 1 pray thee, whereon groundeft thou thy con- 
fcience? Let me hear what thy faith is. 
.' Bland. I know not why you fhould afk me. a reafon 
of my faith, more than any other man in this open 
audience. 

Harpsfield. Why, thou heretic, a«t thou afhamed of 
thy fi.iih? If it were a chriftian belief, thou needeft not 
be afhamed of it. 

Blaiid. I am not afhamed of my faith. Fpr I be.- 
.lieve in God the Father Almighty, maker of beavcivand 
earth, and in Jefus Chrift his, only Spn pur Lord, §ic. 
!\vith all the other articles, pf the creed ; ; and I do be- 
• licveall the holy fcriptures pf God to be moft certain 
and true. 

Harpsfield. Wilt thou declare np more, than this? 
Blfind. Np. ' 

Harpsfield. Well, I will' tell thee whereon I ground rr»y 
faith : I dp* beHevc and ground my faith and confcicnce 
.upon all the articles, of tf>e cijeed, and upon all the holy 
fcriptures^ facra,cnents, and holy doctors of the church, 
and uppn,alL the general cpujicUs that ever, were fiuce the 
."apoftles time, Lo, hereupon. ground I my faith; with 
"many more wprds which 1 do not well reme.mb,er. : 
. . And when, he coujd get np other, anfwer from me, 
.than what I had faid before, he called for. a fenbe to 
make, an 0$. againft me. And after much communi- 
cation, I faid, By what, laiw and authority w ill yqu 
proceed- againft me 2 Mr./ Rollins faidj By the canon 
'law. '. ' . , 

Bland. 1 . doubt whether it be in ftre.ngth or no. 
_~XeZ I pray , you, let me have a counfellor in the law, and 
■ I, will makp anfwer according to the law. 

Harpsfield. Why, thou; heretic, thou wilt.iM. 
fefs thy faith to me,, that have authority to demand it 
of thee; and yet I/ have confeffed my faith to thee bc- 
' jfore all this audience.- As concerning the WefTed facra- 
ment of the altao thou haft taught, that after the con- 
fecratipn.it is bread and wine, and not. the body- and 
blppd bf pur Saviour Jefus , Chrift. Hpw. fay eft thou, 
haft thou not thus taught ? . 

Bland. Sir, as concerning this, matter of, the facra- 
ment, when I was. with you and Mr. Cpllins, ypu faid 
then it was for pther matters that I fhould, come hither: 
and further, that you would be content at my defire, to 
confer fcriptures with me, "to. fee if you could, win mc ; 
and ypu faid, you, would borrow, my Iprd pf Dpver's 
library, that I fhpuld have what bopk I wpuld ; and 
now you require me thus to anfwer, contrary to. your 
promife before any conference be had, and feek rather 
to bring me in trouble, than tp win me. 

Harpsfield. I will, as God fhall help me, do the bed 
tp thee that 1 can, if thpu wilt be any thing conforma- 
ble ; and I hppe to difiblve all thy doubts, if thpu be 
willing to hear. And I alfo will defire thefe two wor- 
fhipful men, my lprd of Dover, and Mr. Collins, to 
hear us. 

Bland. No, you fhall pardon me of that: there 
fhall be nofuch witnefs. But when we agree, fet to our 
hands. Here the people made a great noife againft me, 
for refuting the witnefs: and here we had many more 
wprds than I can rehearfe. But at lall 1 faid, Sir, will 
you give me leave to afk you one queftion? And he faid, 



Yea, with all my heart. Fpr in that thou; afkeft any 
thing, there is fpme hope that thpu mayeft be won. 

Bland. Sir, when, it plcafed Almighty God tp fend 
his angel unto the virgin Mary to falute her, and faid, 
" Hail, full of grace," &c. came any fubftance from 
God our Father into the virgin's womb to become man? 
Whereat Mr. Archdeacon, my lord of Dover, and Mr. 
Collins were filent. But my lord fpake fir ft, and faid, 
The Holy Ghoft came tp her : and ere he had brought 
out his fentence, Mr. Syriac Peters faid, " The ppwer 
of the Moll High overfhadowed her." Truth, faid 
Mr. Archdeacon, it was the power of God fent by the 
Holy Ghoft. They had forgot, that He was begotten 
of the fubftance of his Father; pr elfe they perceived 
whereuntp this queftipn tended: and fp bpth I and they 
left it, by what wprds I cannot tell. But 1 faid, Sir, 
fhall 1 afk one other? And he faid-, Yea. Is there in 
the facrament, after the con-fecration, Chrift's natural 
body, with all the qualities of a natural bpdy,, pr no? 

Harpsfield. Hark, faid Mr. Archdeacon, hear you 
this heretic? He thinks it an abfurdity to- grant ail the 
qualities of Chrift's natural bpdy tp be in the fhcramcnt. 
But it is no abfurdity: for even chat natural body that 
was. born of the virgin Mary is, glorified, and that fame 
body is in the facrament after the cqnfccration. But 
perceive you not the arrogancy of this heretic, that will 
put me to anfwer him, and he will not qnfwer. jne? He 
thought to put me to a pinch with his queftjofrs for I 
tell you it is a learned qucftion. 

Bland. If you be fo much difconcerted with me, 1 
will fay no more; yet I would all' men heard, that you 
fay the glorified body of Chrift is in the facrament after 
the confecration. 

Harpsfield. I may call thee grqfs ignorant. . Thpu 
grofs ignorant, is- npt the fame body glprified, that was 
born pf the virgin Mary? Is it then any abfurdity to 
grant that to be in the facrament? And while he. fpake 
many Pther words, I faid to Mr. Petit, That the ftcra- 
mcnt was inftiriited, delivered, and received of his 
apoftles, before Chrift's body was crucified,- and it waa 
crucified before it was glorified; which faying Mr. 
Petit partly recited to Mr. Archdeacon, 

Harpsfield. Thou haft no learning. Was not Chrift's 
body given tp his apoftles, as in a glprified aft ? And yet 
np inconvenience, although his natural body was not 
crucified; for when he was born of the virgin Mary 
without pain, was not that the adl of a glorified body ? 
and when he walked on the water, and when he came 
intp the houfe to his apoftles, the, doors being fhut fair, 
were not thefe acts of a glorified^ody? 

Then my lord of Dover helped hin\to,a better, place, 
and faid, When Chrift was in niount Tabor, he was 
there glorified in the light of his apoftles. 

Harpsfield. You fay truth, my lord, he was glorified 
in the fight of three of his apoftles. 
Bland. This metriinks is new doctrine- , 
Harpsfield. Well, feeing he w ill by no other way be 
reformed, let the people come in and prove thefe mat- 
ters againft him. And thereupon the Archdeacon 
brought forth a copy of the bill of complaint that was 
, put up againft me at Chriftmas, and about that we had 
I a little talk. And then Mr. Archdeacon rofe up, and 
faid, See ye, gppd pepple that knpw this matter, that 
I ye come in, and prove it againft him. Whereunto 
anfwered Thomas Auften, I pray you let us be no more 
I troubled with him, and then fpake John Auften, and 
Heath a one-eyed man, and began to accufe me; hvX I 
gave them no, other anfw er, but do to mc what ye can 
by law, and I. will anfwer it. Then faid Thomas Auflen, 
Bland, you were once abjured. Ypu fay not truly, 
goodman Auften, faid I, 1 was never abjured. Either, 
faid he, you were abjured, or elfc you had the king's 
pardon. Neither of both, faid I; you fpeak this of 
mere malice, with many other babbling words. The" 
Mr. Archdeacon departed, and left Mr. Collins to com- 
mand mc to appear the next day. However, for certain 
other urgent bufinefs that I had, I did noc appear, hut 
wrote a letter to Mr. Commiffary, defiring him to refpi' c 



O. Mary.A.D. 1555-3 

the matter till my coming home again ; and if" he would 
not, 1 would contentedly fubmit myfclfto the law when 
I came home. 

Now about the s8th day of June I came to Mr. Com- 
mifTary ro let him know of my return, and offered my- 
felf to fatisfy the law, if it were proceeded againft me, 
before Mr. Cocks of Surry, and Marks the apparitor; 
but Mr. Commiflary gently faid, that he had done no- 
thing againft me s and fo appointed me to appear before 
him the Friday feven-night after. In the mean time a 
feflions was held at Cranbroke, where I was bound to 
appear; and carrying furety with me to be bound 
again, for. I expected no other, did appear the third 
day of July. . ' 

Then faid Sir John Baker, Bland, we hear that you 
are a. Scot; where was you born and brought up ? I 
faid, I was born in England. And he faid, Where ? I 
replied, In Scdber, and brought up by one Dr. Lupton, 
provoft of Eaton college. Well.faid he, I know htm 
well. Remain to your bond till afternoon. 

Then faid Sir Thomas Moyle, Ah Bland, thou art a 
ftiff-necked fellow. iThou wilt not obey the law, nor 
anfwer when thou art called. Then faid Sir John Baker,' 
Mr. Sheriff take him to your ward : and. the bailiff fet 
me in the flocks, with others, and would not hear me 
fpeak one word ; and fo we remained in the gaol of • 
Maidflone, till a fortnight before Michaelmas, or there- 
abouts : and then we were carried to Rochefter, to the 
affize held there, where we were two days among the 
prifoners : and when. we were called, and the judges 
afked ourcaufes, when my caufe was rehcarfed, Mr. 
Barrow, clerk of the peace, faid, that 1 was an excom- 
municate perfon. 

Then the judges of aflize remanded us to Maidftone 
again, ordering us to be brought to the next feflions that 
fhould be held at the town of Maiden: however the 
iheriff never fent for us ; fo we tarried at Maidftone till 
the feflions held at Greenwich, the i8th and igth of 
February. I and others being within the bar amongft 
the felons, and irons upon our arms, were called out the 
latter day by the jailor and bailiffs, and eaflu of our 
irons, and carried by them into the town to Sir John 
Baker, Mr. Petit, Mr. Webb, and two others whom 
I knew not. 



Another EXAMINATION of Mr. BLAND. 

Baker T£ LAND > wherefore were you caft into 
JD prilbn? 

Bland. I cannot well tell. Your maftcrlhip caft 
me in. 

Baker. Yea, but for what were you in before that 

Bland. For an unjuft complaint againft me. 

Baker. What was the complaint ? 

Bland. I told him as truly and as briefly as I could. 

Baker. Let me fee thy book ? — And I gave him a 
Latin teftament. 

Baker. Will you go to the church, and obey and fol- 
low the queen's proceedings, and do as an honeft man 
ftiould do ? 

Bland. I truft in God to do no otherwife but as an 
honeft man ought to do. 

Baker. Will you do as I faid ? 

Bland. Will it pleafe your mafterftiip to give me 
leave to afli you a queftion ? 
Baker. Yes. 

Bland. Sir, may a man do any thing that his confid- 
ence is not fatisfied in to be good ? 

Baker. Away, away ; and threw down the book, and 
faid, it is no teftament. And 1 faid, Yes. 

Baker. Yea, fayeft thou fo ? by St. Mary, and hold 
thee there, I will give fix faggots to burn thee, ere thou 
ftiould be unburned : hence, knave, hence. And fo 
were we returned into our place again within the bar. 
And at night, when judgment of felons and all was 
done, we were called, and the judge ordered the jailor 
to deliver us to the ordinary. And if, faid the judge, 
they will not be reformed, let them be delivered to us 
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again, and they fhall have judgment and execution. 
And one of our company faid, My lord, if we be killed 
at your hands for ChriH's fake, we ftull live with him 
for ever. 

Another APPEARANCE of Mr. BLAND in the 
Spiritual Court. 

THEN we came to the caftle of Canterbury, and 
there we remained till the fecond day of March, 
on which day we were brought into the chapter-houfe 
of Cree^church, where were fitting the ftiffragan of 
Canterbury, Mr. Collins, Mr. Milles, with others, and 
then went to them Mr. Oxenden, Mr. Petit, Mr. Webb, 
and Mr. Hardes, juftices. And when I was called; 
Mr. Webb faid, Here we prefent this man unto you, 
as one vehemently fufpeded of herefy. 

Bland. Mr. Webb, you have no caufe to fufpect me 
of herefy. I have been a prifon.er this whole year, and 
no matter proved againft me. I pray you, what is the 
reafon that I have been kept fo long in prifon ? 

Webb. Leave your arrogant afking of queftions, and 
anfwer to that that is laid to your charge. 

Bland. I do lb; for I fay you have no caufe to fuf- 
pect me of herefy. 

IVebb. Yes ;' you denied to Sir John Baker, to be con- 
formable to the queen's proceedings. 

Then, flood up Mr. Petit, and faid, You were caft 
into prifon, becaufe you fled away frorh your ordi- 

Bland. Then have I had wrong : for I never fled nor 
difobeyed mine ordinary, nor did any thing contrary to 
the law. If I did, let them now fpeak ; but they faid 
nothing. And when I law they held their peace, I fiid, 
Mr. Commiflary, have you been the caiife of this my 
imprifonment ? No, fays he; you know that when you 
went from me, you were appointed to appear the Friday 
after the feflions. Here I was fuftcred to fpeak no more. 
But fliut up in a corner till my companions were pre- 
fented, and then we were fent to Weltgate into prifon, 
and were put into fcveral clofe holds, fo that we could 
not fpeak to one another, neither was any man per- 
mitted to come to us. We appeared four times in this 
manner : but one they difpatched, by what means I can- 
not tell, whofc name was Cornwall, a tanner. 

The ANSWER of Mr. BLAND at his Appearance! 
before the Commissary, and others in the Spiritual 

A tfR. Collins faid : Mr. Bland, you know that you 
1VX are prefented unto us as one fufpected of herefy. 
How fay you, be you contented to reform yourfelf to 
the laws of this realm, and of the holy church? 

Bland. I deny that I am juftly fufpected of herefy. 

Col/ins. You were convented before Mr. Arch- 
deacon and me, and matter of herefy laid to your 
charge. 

Bland. That matter was done and faid a whole year 
ago, for I have been in prifon this year and more. If 
you have any thing againft me by law, 1 defire that 
you let me know the law and matter, and I will anfwer 
according to the law. 

Then faid my lord fuffragan ; But that I am one of 
the judges I would rife, and ftand by thee, and accufe 
thee to be a facramentary, and bring witnefs to prove 
it ; yea, and further, that thou halt called the mafs an 
abominable idol. 

Bland. You, my lord, never heard me fay fo : but I 
heard you once fay, That in your confciencc you had 
abhorred the mafs three years. 

Collins. Thou lieft : this is but a drift. You had 
better anfwer now, clfe you fhall go to prifon again, and 
be called on Monday, and have articles laid to you, 
and if you anfwer not then directly, you fhall be con- 
demned as an heretic, and that will be worfe for you. 

Bland. Sir, I do not now, nor will then deny to an- 
fwer anything that you can lay to my charge by law: 
wherefore I truft you will let me have the benefit of 
the law. 

Collins. Well, on Monday at nine of the clock 
3 ° you 
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you fiiall fee the law, and have articles laid unto 

y Then thev efpied Mr. Cox the lawyer, and called 
him in, and ' faid, Here is a lawyer can tell you are ■ 
bound by law to anfwer: and he faid as they had (aid. 

After fome converfation, my lord of Dover cried, 
No more, I command you to hold your peace. Have 
him away, and bring in another. 

. The Monday after we were brought to. the fame 
place again ; but as I did before, 1 demanded what ! 
they had to lay to my charge, and to fee the law, which | 
they faid before I fhould fee. 

Then they brought forth a decretal, a book of the,, 
biftiop of Rome's law, to bind me to anfwer, which 
my heart abhorred to look upon. The effect was,, that 
tlie ordinary had authority to examine, and that thofc 
whom thev fo examined muft needs anfwer. But 1 
faid that it mcaned fuch as were jullly fufpe<fled, as 
I was not. And here we had much communication 1 
for I charged them with unjuft imprifonmenr, which 
they could not avoid. 

Collins. Are you willing to confer with fome? It 
will be better for yQM; now we offer it, becaufe you 
would not defire it. • 

. Bland. As I did not refufe before, no more, will I 
now. But I did not perceive before, but that one thing 
might have come, without any leave-alking, to confer 
the fcripturcs: and therefore I expeded Dr. Faucet 
would have' come to me without defiring, if any profit 
to me had been in conference; for though 1 was never 
able to do him good, yet once I was his tutor. 

Collins. Will you come to his chamber in the af- 

Bland. Sir, I am a prifoner, it is meet that I obey, 
and come whither you will, and fo departed. At this 
time we were three. But they took another to ap- 
pear before therp the Tuefday feven-night after. And 
vyhen he came, I knew not what was done, but I hear 
they excommunicated him, and let him go. His name 
was Miller, a clothier. 

Here folhwcth a certain CONFUTATION of Mr. 
BLAND, aminft falfe and manifeft Abfurdities granted 
by Mr. MILLES, Prieft of Chrift-church in Can- 
terbury. 

MILLES. We fay that Chrift is in or under the 
fncrament really and corporally, which are the 
forms of bread and wine, and that there is his body 
contained invifibly, and the qualities which we do fee, 
as whitenefs and roundnefs, be there without fubftance 
by God's power, as quantity and weight be there alfo 
By invifible meafure. 

Bland. This is your own divinity, to make accidents 
the' facrament, and Chrift's real body invifibly con- 
tained in them, and fo to deftroy the facrament. And 
yet the doctors fay, the matter of the facrament is 
bread and wine. And God by his power worketh no 
miracles with " This my body," fo as to change the 
fubftance of bread and wine into his body and blood, 
in that he maketh accidents to be without their fub- 
flance by invifible meafure. 

Milles. We eat Chrift's flefti and blood fpiriiually, 
when we receive it with faith and charity. And wc 
alfo do eat it corporally in the facrament; and the 
body that we fo receive hath life. For the Godhead 
is annexed thereto: which although it be received 
with the body of Chrift:, yet it is not vifiblc after a grofs 
fort, and the flelh of Chrift that we receive is lively ; 
for it hath the Spirit of God joined to it. And if a 
man be drunken, it is not by receiving of the blood 
of Chrift: for it is contrary to the nature of Chrift's 
blood, if he be drunken, it is by the qualities and 
quantities, without fubftance of blood. 

Bland. I am glad that you are fo much againft aft 
men, to fay thai Chrift's body is alive in the facrament; 
it may chance to bring you to the truth in time to 
come. And you fay truth, that it is not the naiural 
receiving of Chrift's blood that maketh a man drun- 
ken; for it is the nature of wine that doth that, which 
you deny not. 



And a greater truth you confefs than you did think, 
when you faid, If a man be drunken, it is by the quali- 
ties and quantities, without the fubftance of blood; 
for indeed blood hath no fuch qualities with it: by 
which it is evident that there is no natural. blood. 

If a man be drunken with wine, confecrated, it muft 
be a miracle, as I think you will have it, that the faid 
accidents fhould be without their natural fubftance, and 
work all the operations of both fubftance and . acci- 
dents : and fo it followeth that a man may be drunken 
by miracle. The body that you receive, you fay, is 
alive, becaufe it is annexed to the Godhead; and the 
fkfti that you receive is lievely, becaufe it hath the Spi- 
rit of God joined to it. 

This divifion is of your new inventions, to divide the 
body and the flelh, the one alive by the Godhead, the 
other lively by God's Spirit, and both one facrament : 
you imagine a body without flefti, and flelh without a 
body; as you do qualities and quantities without fub- 
ftance, and a living body without qualities and quan- 
tities. 

Milles. If cafe fo require, : and there be a godly in- 
tent' in the minifter to confecrate, after the. confecra- 
tion, there is prefent the body and blood rif Chrift, and 
no other fubftance, but accidents without fubftance to 
a true believer. 

Inland. You grant three abfurdities, that in a tun of 
wine confecrated is nothing but accidents : and to in- 
creafe it withal, you have brought in two inconvenicn- 
cies; firft, that it is not the word of God that doth 
confecrate, but the intent of the prieft muft, help it; 
and if that fail, you feem to grant no cohfecration, 
though the prieft fpeak the word; and .yet your doctors, 
fay, that the wickednefs of the prieft diajinifticth not 
the facrament. 

Milles. The fubftance of Chrift's body doth not fill 
the moufe's belly. For although he doth receive the 
outward forms of bread and wine, yet he doth not 
receive the fubftance inwardly, but without viola- 
tion. And a moufe doth not cat the body of Chrift, to 
fpeak properly; for it doth not feed him fpiritualiy 
or corporally } as it doth man, becaufe he doth not re- 
ceive it to any inducement of immortality to the flelh. 

Bland. You make not your doctrine plain to be un-> 
derftood: we muft know how a moufe can receive the 
fubftance inwardly and outwardly. You fay he doth 
not receive the fubftance inwardly, but without vio- 
lation : Therefore, with violation he receiveth the fub- 
ftance inwardly. You fay that the moufe cannot vio- 
late Chrift's body ; but he violateth the fubftance that 
he eateth. And this your proper fpeech doth import 
as much, as that the moufe ihould eat the lacrament to 
as great effect, and the fame thing, as doth the unwor- 
thy receiver. For if that be thc.caufc that fhe pro- 
perly eateth not the body of Chrift, becaufe ftie doth 
not feed upon it fpiritually nor corporally, nor re- 
ceiveth it to any inducement of immortality, as you 
fay; then it followeth, that the unbeliever and the 
moufe receive both one thing. And yet it cannot be 
denied, but the moufe will live with confecrated bread, 
and then you muft grant this abfurdity, that a fub- 
ftance is nouriftied and fed only with accidents. 

Milles. Men's bodies be fed with Chrift's body, as 
with immortal meat, by rcafon of the Godhead annexed, 
to eternal life; but men's bodies be corporally nourilhcd 
with qualities and forms of bread and wine: and we 
deny that by the facramcntal eating any grofs humour 
turned into blood is made miraculoufly in the body. 

Bland. Where it cannot be denied that a man may 
live, and naturally be nouriftied in his natural body with 
the facramcntal bread and wine confecrated; you cannot 
avoid that : but then you turn to the fpiritual nourilhing 
of man's body, by Chrift's body and Godhead annexed, 
which is nothing to put. away the abfurdity, that either 
a man's natural body Ihould be fed naturally with acci- 
dents, orelfe to have them changed into grofs humours. 
But you fay, men's bodies be corporally nouriftied with 
qualities and forms of bread and wine; and then muft 
you needs grant, that qualities and quantities muft be 
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ma* fobftanee in man. Fop by *em our bodies are 
wouwfhed, or effe- is all that- is the- nuirimeiw m man 
accidents,, and no fubftianee. 

MUles'. If the farms of bread and ; wine Be burned, 
or vvorms' ingendered, it is no derogation to the body 
of Chrift, becaufe the pretence nf his body te.-jfi.rh to 
be there, and no fubfhww* eometh again. 

Bland. Ye grant here, that a fubfta-n-ce may be made 
©f accidents, as afhes or vvorms: biut 1 *hhf>lc you will 
have it by your miracles, a*>d this l< count a gieater 
abfurdity than the other, that Chrift's body fhould ceafe 
to be there, and no fubftance to come again; for no 
Avord in all the whole- bible fecms to fcpve you for the 
ccafing of his pretence, though we granted you, which 
we do not, that it were there-. God Almighty open 
your heart, if it be his will and pleasure, to fee the 
truth. And if I thought not my dcalh to be at hand, 
I would anfwer you to all the reft, in theft and all 
other my doings. 



fbe Laft APPEARANCE and EXAMINATION of 
Mr. BLAND. 

MR. Bland was brought, before the bifliop. of Do- 
ver, the comroifliry, and the archdeacon, at 
Canterbury, Monday the 13th day of June. The name 
of this bifttop. was Richard Thornton. The eommif- 
Jluy was Robert Collins, whom the cardinal by. his 
letters patent had fubftituted. his ar;enr, before his 
coming over to England- The archdeacon was Nicho- 
las Harpsfield. Under thefc a great, many were cruelly 
treated and barbaroufiy (lain at Canterbury, anwngft 
whom Mr. Bland was the firft;. who, be;;ig brought 
before the firft hiftiop, and colleagues, viz. John Fran- 
kefb, Nicholas Sheterden, Thoinns Thacker, Hum- 
phrey Middleton, and William Cocker,, were examined 
of articles. To whom it was objected by the qommif- 
fary, Whether he believed, that Chr-ift is really in the 
facrament, or not, &c. To this he anfwered and faid, 
that he believed, that Chrift is in the facrament,. as he 
is in all other good hodies; fo that be judged not 
Chrift to be really in the facrament. 

He was bid to appear again on Wednefday next, and 
from thence he was deferred again to Monday follow, 
ing, being the twentieth qf June, in the fame chapter- 
boufe, then to hear further what fhould be done, in cafe 
he would not relent to their mind. Which day and 
place he appearing as before, was required to fpeak his 
mind plainly and fully to the aforelaid articles, being 
again repeated to him. 

His anfwers and confeffion taken, refpite was given 
him yet a few days to deliberate with himfelf. And 
on the 25th day of the faid month of June he appeared 
again in the chaptcr-houfe, and there boldly and 
firmly withftood the authority of the pope; where- 
upon he was condemned and committed to the fecu- 
lar power. 

The History of JOHN FRANKESH, HUMPHREY 
MIDDLETON, and NICHOLAS SHETERPEN, 

HAVING now pafied over the examination of Mr. 
Bland, let us further proceed to the reft of his 
fellow prifoners, being joined the fame time with him 
in the like caufe and like affliction. The names of 
whom were, John Frankefh, Nicholas Sheterden, 
Humphrey Middleton, Thacker, and Cocker, of whom 
Thacker only gave back. The reft conftantly ftanding 
to the truth, were altogether condemned by the fuf- 
fragan of Canterbury, the 25th diy of June, the year 
above exprefled. Whofe examinations I need not 
long dwell upon, forafmuch as the articles mini- 
Itered againft them were all one, fo in their anfwers 
they little or nothing difagreed. Shcterden's firft 
examination was with Mr. Archdeacon Harpsfield, 
and Mr. Collins, the commifiary. The cbmmiffary, 
after many impious declarations, was at length com- 
pelled to grant, that Chrift's teftamcnt was broken, 
and his inftitution was changed from that he left it : 
but he faid, they had power lb to do. 



HAVING been called before the fuffhigan, and 
feveii or eight of the chief priefts, and examined 
of certain articles, 1 required to fee their commiffion- 
They fhewed it to me, and faid, there it is, and the 
king and queen's letters alfq. Then I defired to have 
it read: and' fo in reading I perceived, that on fome 
notable fufpicion he might examine upon two arti- 
cles; Whether Chrift's real prefence were in the facra- 
ment, and whether the church of England be Chrift's 
catholic church ? 

To that- 1 anfweredi that I had been a prifoner three 
quarters of a )>ear, and, as I thought,' wrongfully; 
reafon would therefore that I mould anfwer to thofe 
things for which 1 was imprifoncd. 

The fuffi-Hgan faid, his commifnon was, that I muft 
anfwer directly, yes or no. 

This commiffion, faid I, was not general to examine 
whom he will, but on juft fufpicion. 

He faid, I was fufbecled, and preftnted to him. 
Sbe/erden. Prove your fufpicion, or fhew what caufc 
you have to fufpeeT:. 

Suffragan. Thou were cart into prifon for that caufe. 
Sl.vterden. Becaufe I had- fufrered imprifonment con- 
trary co God's law and realm, I muft now for amends 
be examined of fufpicion without caufe, to hide all the 
wrong done to me before. For when I was cart into 
prifon, there was no law that hindered me from fpeak- 
ing as I did : therefore in that point I could be ho 
more fufpecled than yon, who preached the fame your- 
felf not long before. 

Suffragan. That was no matter to thee what I 
preached. 

Sheterden. Well, yet in the king and queen's name 
I muft anfwer directly : and therefore I require as a 
fubjecr, that you do not extend beyond your commifll- 
on, but prove me fufpecled, more than yourfelf. 

Suffragan. Well, I myfelf did fufpeci thee, and it is 
no matter « hereby. 

Sbelerden. But your eemmiflion doth not ferve you 
fo to do without caufe of fufpicion. It is not- meet 
for you to be my accufer and my judge alfo, for that 
is too much for one man. 

Mills. If you were a chriftian man, you would not 
be aflwmed of your faith being required. 

Sheterden. 1 am npt afhamed indeed, I thank God, 
and if any man did come to me, either to teach or 
learn, I would declare it; but forafmuch as I perceive 
you come neither to teach nor to learn, I hold it bed 
not to anfwer you. 

MUh. If you will nor, then will we certify the 
king's council. 

Sheterden. I am therewith content that you fhould 
certify that I had fuffered three quarters of a year 
wrongfully in prifon, and therefore I defire to be jus- 
tified or condemned, firft for that I fufrered fuch im- 
prifonmcBt; and then I will not refufe to anfwer your 
articles, though they were a bufhel of them. But to 
fay that 1 would anfwer, whereby you fhould heal all 
your wrong done to me againft the law of God and 
the realm, I will not. 

They then faid, it was obftinacy in him that he would 
not anfwer, and a token that his faith was naught, 
feeing he was alhamed to utter it: and that he fliould 
anfwer to the articles, or clfe be condemned upon fuf- 
picion. 

Sheterden. I am content with that, yet all men (hall 
know, that as you fufpeA and can prove no caufe, fo 
fhall you condemn me without a matter, and then (hall 
all men know \ou feck my blood, and no juftice. 

Suffragan. No, we feck not thy blood, but thy con- 
version. 

Sheterden. That we fhall fee. For then fhall you 
prove my perverlion firft, before you condemn me on 
your fufpicion without proof of the fame: and by that 
I Ihall know whether you feek blood or no. 

At laft ftept up one Lovels, a lawyer, who wojild 
3 P prove 
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prove his imprifonmcnt not to be wrong, but right, 
by old ftatutes of Edward the fourth, and Henry, &c. 
but at laft he was compelled to forfake thofe ftatutes 
from Michaelmas to Chriftmas, and then he faid it 
was no wrong. 

To this Mr. Sheterden faid, if he could prove that 
men might wrongfully imprifon before a law, and in 
the mean while make laws, and then under that hide 
the firft wrong, then he faid true, or elfe. not. 

His EXAMINATION before the Bishop of WIN- 
CHESTER, then LORD CHANCELLOR. 

I WAS called into a chamber before the lord chan- 
cellor, the fu.ffragair, and others! He flood by the 
table, and becaufe 1 faw the cardinal was not there, I 
bowed and drew near. 

Then f:iid he, 1 have fent for you becaufe I hear you 
are indicted of herefy; and being called before the com- 
miffioners, you will not anfwer nor fubmit yourfelf. 

I faid, I did not refufe to anfwer; but I did plainly 
anfwer that I had been in prifon a long time, and rea- 
fon it was that I fhould be charged or difcharged of 
that, and not to be examined of articles to hide my 
wrong imprifonmcnt, neither did I know any indict- 
ment againlt me. If there were any, it could not be juft, 
for I have not been abroad fince the law was made. 

Then faid the bifhop of Winchefter, Well, yet if 
fuch a fufpicion be of you, if you be a chriftian, you 
will declare that it is not true, and fo clear yourfelf. 

Sheterden. I thought it fufficient to anfwer to mine 
offences, &c. trufting that they would lay no fuch bur- 
den upon me, whereby the wrong done to me might be 
covered, but I would be proved to have wrong or right. 

Wincbejler. If thou wilt declare thyfetf to the church 
to be a chriftian, thou {halt go, and then have a writ 
. of wrong imprifonmcnt, &c. 

Sheterden. I have no mind to fue now, but require 
right juftice: but to make a promife, I will not; and 
ifl offend the law, then punifh me accordingly. For 
it might be that my confeience was not perfuaded, nor 
would be, in prifon: feeing thefe things which 1 have 1 
learned, were by God's law, openly taught and received | 
by the authority of the realm. And he faid, it was 
never received, that I might fpeak againfl the facra- 
ment; I faid that againfl fome opinion of the facrament 
it was openly taught. 

Winchefter. By no law, and that was not able to 
confide^ that all that while God preferved that, fo that 
no law could pafs againfl it. 

Sheterden. I faid their law did not only perfuade 
me, but this moft; when they preached unto us, they 
took pains to fet out the word of God in our tongue, 
fo that we may read and judge whether they fay true 
or no, but now they take the light from us, and would 
have us believe it, becaufe they fay fo, which is to me 
a great perfuafion. 

Winchefter. It was not a few that could be your 
guides in underftanding, but the doctors and the whole 
church; now whom wouldft thou believe? cither the 
few or the many? 

Sheterden. I did not believe for the few or for the 
many, but only for him that bringeth the word, and 
fhewed it to me to be fo, according to the procefs thereof. 

Winchefter. Well, then, if an Arian come to thee 
with fcripture, -thou wilt believe him, if he fhew this 
next, " My Father is greater than I." 

Sheterden. No, my lord, he muft bring me alfo the 
contrary place, and prove them both true, where he 
faith, " My Father and I are one." 

Winchefter. Yea, that is by charity, as we are one 
with him. 

Sheterden. That glofs will not ftand with the reft of 
the fcripture, where he faid, " I am" the very fame 
that 1 fay to you ;" he faid the truth, and the truth 
was God, with more fuch like. And here he made 
many words, but very gently, of the facrament. Like- 
wife Chrift faid, faid he, it was his body; yea, that is 
to fay, a figure of his body ; and how men did not 
confider that the Word was God, and God the Word, 



and fo provoked me with fuch temptation; but I -let 
him alone, and faid nothing. So after many words, 
he came to the church's faith, and comely order of 
ceremonies and images. And then I joiued to him 
again with the commandments. 

Winchefter. That was done that no falfe things 
fhould be made, as the heathen would worfhip a cat 
becaufe (lie killed mice. 

Sheterden. It is plain that the law forbids not only 
fuch, ^ but even to make an image of God to any man- 

Winchefter. Where find you that? 
Sheterden. Forfooth, in the law whrre God gave 
them the commandments: for he faid, " Ye faw no 
fhape, but heard a voice only:" and added a rcafon 
why ; " left they fhould after make images and marr 
themfelves ; " fo that God would not fhew his fhape, 
becaufe they fhould have no image of him who was 
the true God, &c. 

Winchefter. You have made a goodly interpretation. 
Sheterden. No, it is the text. A Latin bible was 
then brought. 

Wincbejler. Why, can you read no Latin? 
Sheterden. No. Then was the Englifh bible brought. 
He bade me find it ; and fo I read it aloud : and then 
he faid, Lo here thou mayeft fee; this is no more to 
forbid the image of God, than of any other beaft, fowl, 
or fifti, (the place was Deut. iv.) I faid it did plainly 
forbid to make any of thefe as an image of God, be- 
caufe no man might know what fhape he was of. 
Therefore might no man fay of any image, this is an 
image of God. 

Winchefter. Well, yet by your leave, fo much as was 
feen we may, that is, of Chrift, of the Holy Ghoft, 
and the Father appeared to Daniel like an old man. 

Sheterden. That is no proof that wc may make ima- 
ges contrary to the commandment ; for though the Holy 
Ghoft appeared like a dove, yet was he not like in 
fhape, but in certain qualities; and therefore when I 
faw the dove, which is God's creature, indeed I might 
remember the Spirit to be fimple and loving, &c. and 
j «ith that he was fomewhat moved, and faid, I had 
learned my leffon, and afked who taught me, with many 
words; and he faid he would' prove how good and pro- 
fitable images were to teach the unlearned, &c. At 
laft I faid, My lord, although I were able to make 
ever fo good a glofs upon the commandments, vet 
obedience is better than all our good intents, and 
much ado we had. At laft he faid, he faw what it 
was, and thac he had fent for me for charity fake to 
talk with me, but now he would not meddle; and 
faid, my wrong imprifonment could not excufe me, 
but 1 muft clear myfelf. I faid that was eafy for me 
to do, for I had not offended. 

Winchefter. He faid I could not efcape fo, there I 
was deceived. 

Sheterden. Well, then, I am under the law, &c. 
The archdeacon was then called in, and he faid, that 
I behaved myfelf before him with fuch arrogancy and 
ftoutnefs, as never was heard: whereas he was minded 
with fuch mercy towards me, &c. and many other lies 
he laid to me, that I was fent home till another time, 
and I would not be contented, but went out of the 
church with fuch an outcry as was notable. 

Sheterden. I declare that herein he fa! fly reported 
mc, and brought in the laws then in the realm, and 
the queen's proclamation, that none of her fubjedb 
fhould be compelled till the law were to compel; and 
that I rehearfed the fame in the court for me, and I did 
ufe him then, faid 1, as 1 life your grace now, and no 
otherwife. 

Winchefter. He faid that I did not ufe myfelf very 
well now. 

Sheterden. I faid I had fo offered myfelf to be bailed, 
and to confer with them when and where thev would. 

Wincbejler. He faid I fhould not confer, but be obe- 
dient. 1 laid, let me go, and I will not delire to con- 
fer neither: and when offended, let them punifh mc, 
and fo departed. 

Ill 
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r/Wrf/T EXAMINATION, wilb the CONDEMNA- 
TION of Mr: JOHN BLAND, J. FRANKESH, 
N. SHETERDEN, and H. MIDDLETON. 



Now to touch fomething alfp of the other martyrs, who 
were examined the fame time, and fuftered together 
with them, to wit, Humphry Middleton, of Afhford, 
and John Frankefh, vicar of Rolvynden, in the dioccfe 
of Kent, above-mentioned ; here firft fhould be declared 
the articles, which publicly in their laft examinations 
were jointly and fevcrally miniftered unto them by the 
aforefaid Thornton,- brfhop of Dover; but forafmuch 
as thefe articles being ordinary and of courfe, are al- 
ready exprefied in the ftory of Mr. Bland, it is not 
therefore needful to make any new rehearfals thereof. 

The feven articles being propounded to the perfohs 
above-named, to wit,- John Frankefh, John Bland, Ni- 
cholas Sheterden, . Humphry Middlcton; and one 
Thacker; John Frankefh firft anfwered fomewha't 
doubtfully, defiring further refpite fo be given him of 
fourteen days to deliberate with himfelt", which was 
granted. Mr. Bland anfwered flatly and roundly, as 
you heard before. Nicholas Sheterden, and Humphry 
Middleton anfwered to the firft and fecond articles af- 
firmatively. To the third concerning the catholic 
church after a fort they granted. To the fourth, fifth, 
and fixth, concerning the real prefence, and the facra- 
ment to be, adminiftered: i.O the Latin tongue, and in 
one kind, they utterly refufed to atrfwer. Sheterden 
faid, he would not anfwer thereto, before the caufe were 
determined why he. was impiffon'ed, and fb flil! remain- 
ed, prifoner,- before the latts of parliament received, &c. 
Middleton, added moreover -and confefied, that he be- 
lieved in his own God, faying, My living God, and no 
dead god, &c. Tliackej^ofify relented, and was con- 
tent to take' penance. Thus the. aforefaid four upon 
thefe anfwers were condemned by the bifliop of Dover 
the 25 th day of June, ;i 5 $5, 

And being delivered to the fecular, power, they were 
all four burnt .together at: Canterbury, the 12th of July, 
at two fevcral flakes, .but in one fire, where they in 
fight of God and of h is angels, and before men, like 
true, fold iers of Jefus. Chrift, gave a conftant teftimony 
to the truth of his holy gofpel.. , 

Mfc SHETERDEN's PRAYER before his DEATH, i 

OLORD itiyGo'd : dnd Saviour, who art Lord in 
heaven and earth, maker of all things vifible arid 
invisible, 1 Am the' creature and work of thy hands ; 
Lord God,- look uricfrf me and other thy people, who at 
thistime are oppreffeti"' b'y. the worldiy-mindcd for th'y 
law's 'fike; yea, Lord, . dly law jtfelf is now trodden 
under foot, and meri'sr iri^ehtiahs exalted above it, arid 
for that cairfe do J, drid rrittrfj r h) < r Mitres, refufe the 
glory, praife, arid cbriVehibh'c'es of this, life, arid do ch'ufe 
to fuffertfdverfity, and' to Be baiiifhed, yea, to be burnt 
with the books of thy fo th hope's fake, that is 

in ftore. O Father, I do notp'fefu'me. to come unto thee 
truftirigiri rninebtyn rigWoufnefs, no, but only, in the 
merits of- rity d'eair Sofl 'my Saviour : arid when the time 
of refurrectiori corneth, then let me enjoy" again thefe 
members glorified, whic'n : riow be fpoilcd 1 arid corifumed 
by fire. • O Lord Jefusi, Yecelve my fpi r i t into thy hands. 
Anlen. 

Sheterden, fome few day's before, he fuftered, wrote an 
afteeTionatc letter to his wifcj two to his mother, wi'ih- 
ing her incrtafe of grace,; and godly wifdom,, and two 
r o hi brother, \\ alt< 1 Shferdai, expatiating on the 
true faith and "doctrine of Chrift. In the prayer which 
he offered up to the throne of grace before his death, 
he evinced confurrimatc meeknefs; exemplary resigna- 
tion, and a lively hope in God's" mercy 1 " ■ 

The' next day after the condemnation of thefe afore- 
faid, which was the 26th day of July, W. Coker, 
V/. Hopper, of Crambrooke, Henry Laurence, Rich- 
ard Wright, of Afhford, and W. Stcre, of Afhford, 
were likewife condemned for the fame articles. But 
becaufe the execution of thefe martyrs pcrtaineth not 



to this month, more fhall be faid of them when we 
come to the following month.of Auguft. 

A Irirf Account of NICHOLAS. HALL and CHRIS^ 
TOPHER WAlD. 

THE fame month of July, Nicholas Hall, brick- 
layer, and Chriftopher Waid, of Dartford, fuf- 
fered death, who were condemned by Maurice bifliop 
of Rochefter about the laft day of June. The fix ar- 
ticles adminiftered to them were of the fame ordinary 
courfe and effeel with the other articles above fpecified, 
the brief fum whereof were thefe. 

1. Firft, That they were chriftian men and profefied 
the catholic determinations of our holy mother church. 

2. That they which maintain or hold otherwife than 
our holy mother the catholic church doth, are heretics. 

3. That they hold and maintain, that in the facra- 
ment of the. altar, under the forms of bread and wine, 
is not the very body and blood of Chrift. And that 
the faid very body of Chrift is verily in heaven only, 
and not in the facramcnt. 

4. That they have and do hold and maintain, that 
the mafs, as it is now ufed in the catholic church, is 
naught and abominable. 

' 5. That they have been, and be amongft the people 
of that jur.ifdiction vehemently fufpedted upon the pre- 
mifes, and thereupon indicted, &c. 

To thefe articles they anfwered as follows : Firfh 
Granting themfelves chriftian men, and acknowledging 
the determination of the holy church, that is, of the 
congregation or body of Chrift ; fave that Hall denied 
to call the catholic and apoftolic church his mother, 
becaufe he found not this, word Mother'in the fcrip- 

To the fecond they granted. . To the third article as 
touching the very body and blood of Chrift to be un- 
der the forms of bread and wine in fubftance, they would 
not grant, only affirming the very body of him to be in 
heaven, and the facramcnt to be a token or remem- 
brdhce of .Chrift's death; Nicholas Hall adding more- 
over, and faying, That whereas before , he held the fa- 
crament to Be but only a token or remembrance of 
Chrift's death, now he faid< that there is neither token 
nor remembrance, becaufe it is now mifufed and clean 
turned from Chrift's inftitution, &c. And concerning 
the mafs in the fourth article, to be abominable, Chrif- 
topher Waid, with the other, anfwered, that as they 
bad confefied before, fo they wouid not now go from 
what they had faid. To the fifth arriclc, for the peo- 
ple's fufpicion, they made no great account nor flicking 
to granting the fame. 

And thus much concerning the. articles and anfwers 
pf thefe good men. Which r being received, immedi- 
ately femenceof condemnation was pronounced by the 
faid Maurice the bifliop. agaihft them, the copy pf 
which fentencc as it runneth much after the common 
courfe in condemning all the other fervahts of Chrift, 
fo the fame, being exemplified before, needeth riot here 
to be repeated. Nicholas' Hall was burnt at Rochefter 
about the 19th day of July. 

Furthermore, with the aforefaid Hall and Waid, an 
the fame- month of July,, three others were conderhned 
By Maurice, .bifhop of Rochefter, whpfe naAies we're 
Joan Beach, widow, John Harpol, of Rochefter, and 
Margery Policy. Of which Margery Polley, touching 
'her examination and condemnation here follo\veth an 



The CONDEMNATION of MARGERY POLLEY, 
Widow and Martyr. 

"Wt /FArgery Polley, widow, fomctime wife of Richard 
XVJL Polley of Pepingbcry, was accufed and brought 
before the faid Maurice bifliop of Rochefter, about the 
beginning of the month of June. Which bifliop, ac- 
cording to the pontifical iolemnity of that church, 
rifing up out of the chair of his majefty, in the high 
fwelling ftile after his ordinary manner to dafli the filly 
poor woman, began in thefe words:. . 

3 Qz-K • "We 
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" We Maurice, by the fufferance of God, bifhop of i 
Rochefter, proceeding of our mere office in a caufe of 
herefy, againft thee Margery PoHey, of the parifh of 
Pcpingbery, of our diocefc and jurifdiftion of Rochefter, 
do lay and object againft thee all and Angular thefe arti- 
cles cnfiiing. To which, and to every parcel of them, 
we require of thee a true, full, and plain anfwer, by 
virtue df thine oath thereupon to be giverr," &c. 

Thus the oath being firft adminiftered, and the arti- 
cles commenced againft her, which articles were the 
fame that were miniftered to Nicholas Hall and Waid 
before, flic fo framed her anfwers again, efpecially an- 
fvvcring to the third and fourth article, that {he neither 
allowed the deity of their facrament, nor the abfurdity 
of their mafs. For which fentence was read againft 
her about the beginning of June, and (he condemned 
for the fame. But becaufe her death followed not 
upon the fame, we will therefore defer the tranfaction 
thereof to the due place and time, firft fetting down in 
order of hiftory the execution of Chriftopher Waid be- 
fore mentioned. 

The MARTYRDOM of CHRISTOPHER WAlO, 
Linen Weaver, of Dartford. 

CHriflopher Waid, of Darrford, in the county of 
Kent, linen-weaver, was condemned, by Maurice 
bifhop of Rochefter, and appointed to be burnt at 
Dartfprd aforefaid. At the day appointed for his exe- 
cution, which was in the month of July, there was car- 
ried out of town betimes in the morning in a cart, a 
ftake, and therewith many bundles of reeds, to a place 
a quarter of a mile out of town, called the Brimth, 
into a gravel pit thereby, the common place for the ex- 
ecution of felons. Thither alfo was brought a load of 
broom faggots, with other faggots and tall wood. Unto 
which place the people of the country refortcd in great 
numbers, and there waited his coming;' infomuch that 
divers fruiterers came thither with horfe-loads of cher- 
ries, and fold them. About ten o'clock the fheriijF 
came riding with a great many other gentlemen and -re- 
tinue, appointed to affift him thereiir, and with them 
Chriftopher Waid, Mafgery PoHey, of Tunbridge, 
riding pinioned by him, both firiging of a pfalm ; which 
Margery, as foon as fhe efpicd afar off the multitude 
fathered about the place where they fhould fuffcr, wait- 
ing their coming, fhe faid unto Waid very loud and 
chcarfully, You may rejoice, to fee fuch a company 
gathered to celebrate your marriage this day. 

And fo palling by the place, which joined to the 
highway, they were ftraightway carried down to the town, 
where file was kept till the flicriff returned from Waid's 
execution. Mr. Waid being made ready, and ft ripped 
off his cloaths in an inn, a fair long white ftiirt was 
brought unto him from his wife, which being put on, 
and he pinioned, was led up on foot again to the afore- 
faid place. When he was come to the ftake, he took 
it in his arms, and kilfed it, fetting his back unto it, 
and (landing in a pitch barrel which was taken from 
the beacon, being hard by ; then a fmith brought a 
hoop of iron, and with two ftaples made him faft to the 
ftake under his arms. 

As foon as he -was thus fettled, with his eyes and hands 
lifted up to heaven, he fpake with a chearful and loud 
voice the laft verfe of the 86th Pfalm; " Shew fome 
rrood token upon me, O Lord, that they which hate me 
may fee it, and be afhamed: becaufe thoiii Lord, haft 
helped me, and comforted me." Near to the ftake was 
a little hill, upon the top whereof were fct up four ftays, 
quadrangle-wife, with a covering round about like a 
pulpit : into which place as Waid was thus praying at 
the ftake, entered a friar with a book in his hand ; whom 
■when Waid cfpied, he cried earncftly unto the people, 
to take heed of the doctrine of the whore of Babylon, 
exhorting them to embrace the dodlrine of the gofpel 
preached in King Edward's days. While he was thus 
fpeaking to the people, the fherift" interrupted him, 
faying, Be quiet, Waid, and die patiently. I am quiet, 
faid he, I thank God, Mr. Sherilf, and fo truft to die. 



i All this while the friar ftood ftill looking over the cover- 
let, as though he would have uttered fomewhat/: but 
Waid mightily admonifficd the people to beware of that 
I doctrine; which when the friar perceived, whether he 
was amazed, or could have no audience of the people, 
he withdrew out of the place immediately, without 
fpeaking any word, and went away down to the town. 
Then the reeds being fet about him, he pulled them, 
and embraced them in his arms, always with his hands 
making a hole againft his face, that his voice might be 
heard, which his tormentors perceiving, they caft fag- 
gots at the fame hole ; but notwithftanding he ftill, as 
he could, put them off, his face being hurt with the end 
of a faggot caft thereat. Then fire being put unto him, 
he cried unto' God often, Lord Jefus receive my foul ; 
without any token or fign of impatience in the fire, till 
at length after the fire was thoroughly kindled, he was 
heard by no man to fpeak, ftilf holding up his hands 
together over his head towards heaven, even when he 
was dead and altogether roafted, as though they had 
been flayed up with a prop ftanding under them. 

This fign did God fliew upon him, whereby Ms very 
enemies might perceive, that God had, according to his 
prayer^ fhewed fach a token upon him, even to their 
lhame and confufion. And thus was the order of this 
godly martyr's execution, this was his end. Whereby 
God feemed to confound and ftrike with the fpirit of 
dumbnefs the friar, that locuft which was rifen up to 
have fpoken againft him ; and alfo no lefs wonderfully 
fuftaincd thofe hands which he lifted up to hmi for 
comfort in his torment. 

The APPREHENSION, EXAMINATION, CON- 
DEMNATION, and BURNING of DIRICK 
CARVER, Beer-Brewer of Brighthei.mstone, and 
JOHN LAUNDER, Hufbandman of Godstone, 
Surry, -who fuffered MARTYRDOM for the Tefii-^ 
mony of the Gofpeh 

»~pHE 22d day of July, Difick Carver, late of the 
JL parifh of Bright helmftone in the county of Suflex, 
was burnt at Lewes in the faid county. And the day 
following John Launder, late of Godftorie in the county 
of Surry, was burnt at Stening. Thefe two* men were, 
with others, about the latter end of the month of Octo- 
ber, in the year 1554, apprehended by Edward Gage, 
gentleman, as they were at prayers in the dwelling- 
houfc of the faid Dirick, and. by him were fent up to 
the queen's council, who, after examination, fent them 
as prifoners to Newgate, there to attend the leifure of 
Bonner bifhop of London. From whence (upon the 
" bifliop's receipt of a letter from the lord marquis of 
Wincheftcr, now lOrd treafurer) they were, brought by 
: the keeper of the prifori 6ri the 8th of June next after 
into the bifhop's chamber at his houfe in London ; and 
there (being examined upon divers points of religion) 
they made their feveral confefltons,. fubferibing and 
figning with, their own hands: which being read, the 
bifhop. objected unto them certain other articles, caufing 
them to fwear truly and directly their anfwers there- 
unto ; which articles they confefled to be true, referring 
themfelves chiefly fo their former confeflion. 
1 This done, after, long perfuafions and fair exhorta- 

l tions, they were demanded whether they would ftand to 
: " their anfwers. To whom Launder faid, I'wjll never go 
: from thefe anfwers as long as I live. The. other alfo 
confirmed the fame, and therefore they were com- 
t manded to appear again before the bifhop in the con- 
, fiftory at St. Paul's; the tenth day of the fame month. 
1 Which articles and confeflion, with the forementioned 
t letter, do here enfue. 
' A L E T T E R 

From the Marquis of WINCHESTER, Lord Trea- 
[ furer, to BONNER, Bifhop of London, touching 

5 tbe Examination of the faid Prifoners. 

, A FTER my commendations to your good Iordfhip, I 
, /"\_ftiall notforgct your livery of blackagainft thistime; 
no more I flwll Mr. Dean, to whom I wrote to make 
the 
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the fermon, who muft now affuredly do it: for my 
lord of Chichefter cannot attend it. To whom I have 
Hven like knowledge by my letter now fent: and 
vour lordfhip muft command the fextons of your 
church to be in readinefs for ringing m the time- of 
fervice. And if you be not furnifhed with black ap- 
narcl for the altar, and for the prieft, deacon, and fub- 
deacon, I muft have knowledge thereof, that it may 
betaken of the queen's fluff, whereof I. pray you let 
roe be advertifed. 

And you have fent Bradford to Newgate, as a man 
convicted of herefy before you : but as 1 perceive you 
have not fent me a Significavir, and therefore you 
muft fend me one, that I may proceed with him, and 
that (hall I do.tas foon as I am anfwered by you. 

There be divers like prifoners that came from Suf- 
fex, that be not yet examined before you, lying now 
in Newgate, who muft be examined by you, fince they 
be come to London, and fo I pray they may be, and 
I certified of vour proceedings, that I may follow, 
•which I (hall do, thanking your lordftiip heartily for 
my conies, trufting to recompenfe your lordfhip again 
fhortly with twice as many. From my houfe this 
feventh of June, 1S.SS-. 

Your loving friend, 

WINCHESTER. 

the CONFESSION of DIRlCK CARVER. 

DIRICK CARVER, beer-brewer, of Brighrhelm- 
ftone, in the county of SufTex, where he hath 
dwelt about eight or nine years, born in the village of 
Dilfon byStockom, in the land of Luke, about forty 
years of age, and now prifoner in Newgate, where he 
hath remained and continued at the council's com- 
mandment, fince Alhallows-day laft paft, being exa- 
mined concerning his faith and belief in the facra- 
ment of the altar, faith, that he hath and doth believe, 
that the very fubftancc of the body and blood of Chrift 
is not in the faid facrament, and that there is no 
other fubftance remaining in the faid facrament after 
the words fpoken by the prieft, but only the fubftance 
of bread and wine. 

Item, Being examined concerning the mafs in Latin 
now ufed in the church of England, he believeth, that 
there is no facrifice in the mafs, and that there is in it 
no falvation for a chriftian man, except it fhould be 
faid in the mother tongue, that he might underftand 
it; and concerning the ceremonies of the church, he 
faith and believeth, that they be not profitable to a 
chriftian man. 

Item, Being examinined concerning auricular con- 
feffion, he anfwereth, That he hath believed, and doth 
believe, that it is neceffary to go to a good prieft for 
goodcounfel: but the abfolution of the prieft, laying 
his hand upon any man's head, as is now ufed,' is no- 
thing profitable to a chriftian man's falvation. And 
further he faith, that he hath not been confeffed, nor 
received the facrament of the altar, fince the corona- 
tion of the queen that now is. 

Item, Concerning the faith and religion now taught, 
fet fori!, and believed in the church of England, he 
anfwereth and believeth, that the faith and doctrine 
now taught, fet forth, and ufed in the faid church of 
England, is not agreeable to God's word. And further- 
more he faith, that bifhop Hooper, Cardmaker, Rogers, 
and others of their opinion, who were lately burnt, 
were good chriftian men, and preached the true doc- 
trine of Chrift, as he believeth; and faith, that they 
fhed their blood in the fame doctrine, which was by 
the power of God, as he faith and believeth. 

And further being examined, he faith, That fince 
the queen's coronation, he hath had the bible and 
pfalter read in his houfe at Brighthelmftonc divers 
times, and likewife fince his coming to Newgate : but 
the keeper hearing thereof, took them away ; and alfo 
faid, that about a twelvemonth ago, he had the Englifh 
proceffion faid in his houfe, with other Englifh prayers. 
And further faid, That Thomas Ivefon, John Laun- 



der, and William Vefie, being prifoners with him in 
Newgate, were taken with this examinate in his houfe 
at Brighthelmftonc, as they were hearing the gofpcl 
then read in Englifh, .1 little before Alhallows-day 
laft, and brought into the court : and being examined 
thereupon by the council, were committed "by them to 
prifon in -Newgate. ' 

Tbe CONFESSION o/JOHN LAUNDER. 

JOHN LAUNDER, of the parifh of Godftone, in 
the county of Surry, hufbandman, aged 25 years, 
born at Godftone aforefaid, being examined, doth 
confcfs and fay, That about two days before laft AlhaU 
low-tide, this examinate and one Dirick Carver, Tho- 
mas Ivefon, William Vefie, with divers other perfons, 
to the number of twelve, (being altogether at their 
prayers, faying the fervice in Englifh, fet forth in the 
time of king Edward the Sixth, in the houfe of the 
faid Dirick Carver, fituated at Brighthelmftone in 
SufTex) were apprehended by one Mr. Gage, and by 
him fent up to London to the king and queen's coun- 
cil, and by them (upon his examination) committed 
to Newgate, where he and his faid fellows have ever 
fince remained. 

And further being examined, he doth confefs and 
fay, that the occafion of his coming to the faid Bright- 
helmftone, was upon fomc bufinefs thereto be done for 
his father : and fo being there, and hearing that the 
faid Dirick was a man that did much favour the gof- 
pel, this examinate did refort to his houfe and com- 
pany, whom before that time he did never fee or know, 
and by reafon of that his refort he was apprehended 
as before. And further doth confefs and believe, that: 
there is here in earth one whole and univerfal catho- 
lic church, whereof the members be difperfed through 
the world ; and doth believe alfo, that the fame church 
doth fet forth and teach only two facraments, namely, 
the facrament of baptifm, and the facrament of the 
fupper of our Lord. And whofoever doth teach or 
ufe any more facraments, or yet any ceremonies, he 
doth not believe that they be of the catholic church, 
but doth abhor them • from the bottom of his heart. 
And doth further fay and believe, that all the fervice, 
facrifices and ceremonies, now ufed in this realm of 
England (yea, and in all other parts of the world, 
which have been ufed after the fame manner) be erro-' 
ncous and naught, and contrary to Chrift's inftitution, 
and the determination of Chrift's catholic church, 
whereof he believeth that he himfelf is a member. 

Alfo he doth confefs and believe, that in the facra- 
ment, now called the facrament of the altar, there is 
not really and truly contained, under the forms of bread 
and wine, the very natural body and blood of Chrift 
in fubftance: but his belief and faith therein is as fol- 
loweth, to wit, That when he doth receive the mate- 
rial bread and wine, he doth receive the fame in a re- 
membrance of Chrift's death and paffion; and fo receiv- 
ing it, he doth eat and drink Chrift's body and blood 
by faith, and none otherways as he believeth. 

And moreover he doth confefs, fay, and believe, that 
the mafs now ufed in the realm of England, or elfe- 
wherc in all Chriftendom, is naught and abominable, 
and directly againft God's word, and his catholic 
church; and that there is. nothing faid. or ufed in it 
good and profitable. For he faith, that albeit the Gloria 
in excclfts, the creed, Sanlius Pater-nq/ler,Agnus, andothec 
parts of the mafs, be of themfelves good and profita- 
ble, yet the fame being ufed among other, things that 
be naught and fupcrfluous in the mafs, the fame good 
things do become naught alfo, as he believeth. 

Alfo he doth believe and confefs, that auricular con- 
feffion is not neceffary to be made to any prieft, or to 
any other creature, but every perfon ought to confefs 
his fins only to God, and alfo that no man hath an<r 
authority to abfolve any one from his fins ; and alfo 
believeth, that the right and true way (according to the 
fcripture) after a man, hath fallen from grace to fin, to 
arife to Chrift again, is to be forry for his offences, and 
to do the fame or the like no more; and not to make 
any 
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any auricular confeflion of therh to the prieft, or to 
take, abfolution of them at- the prieft's hands. 

On Monday, June 10, thefe two perfons, with others, 
were brought by the keeper unto the bifliop 's confif- 
tory, at one o'clock in the afternoon, where the bifliop 
firft beginning with the faid Dirick Carver, caufed his 
confeflion to be openly read unto him, afking him 
whether he would ftand to the fame. To whom the 
faid Dirick anfwered, that he would: for your doc- 
trine, faid he, is poifon and forcery. 

The biftiop feeing his conftancy, and that neither 
his accuftomed flatteries, nor yet his cruel threarenings 
could once move this good man to incline to their ido- 
latry, pronounced his ufua! and general bleffing on 
Dirick Carver and John Launder, feverally ; therefore 
they were both delivered to the ftieriffs, who were there 
prefent, and afterwards conveyed to the places above- 
named, where they moft joyfully gave their bodies to 
be burned in the fire. 

An Account of THOMAS IVESON,JOHN ALE- 
WORTH, JAMES ABBES, JOHN DliNLEY, 
JOHN NEWMAN, and PATRICK PACKING- 
HAM. 

TT'HOMAS IVESON, of God (tone in the county 
■iL of Surry, carpenter, was burnt about the fame 
rr.c-.h at Chichefter; whofe apprehenfion, exafnina- 
virn, conftancy, and condemnation, was at the lame 
vim:-, Mid in the fame form with Dirick Carver's arid 
John I ".1: rider's. 

in the latter end of the month of July, John Ale- 
wortn died in prifon at the town of Readings being 
there in bunds for the teftimony of the gofpel. Whom 
although the catholic prelates (according to their ufual 
fokmnisy ) excluded him from catholic burial, yet we fee 
iu> caufe ;o exclude him from the number of Chrift's 
holy martyrs, and heirs of- his holy kingdom. 

Among many .that endeavoured in thefe troublefome 
days to keep a good cunfcicnce, there was one James 
Abbes, a young man who v/as forced to have his part 
with his brethren in^ wandering, and going from place 
to place, to avoid the peril of apprehenfion. At length 
Tie was caught by the hands of wicked men, and brought 
before Dr. Hopkins, biftiop of Norwich: who exa- 
mining him of his religion; and charging him there- 
with both with threats and fair fpeeches, at laft James 
Abbes did yield to their perfuafions. 

When he was 4ifmifled, the bilhop calling.him again; 
gave him a piece of money, which when James had 
received, and was gone from the biftiop, his confeience 
began to throb, and he went immediately to the biftiop 
again,- threw him his money; and faid, he repented 
that he ever gave his conferit to their wicked perfua- 
fions. Hereupon the- bilhop! with his chaplains la- 
boured afrefri to win him. again, but in vain';: for he 
would not yield to their perfuafions, but flood man- 
fully in his matter's- quarrel to the end, and abode the 
force of the fire in the confuming of his body to afties, 
which tyranny of burning was done in Bury, the fecond 
of AugimV.1555. . 

In the midft of this tempefluous rage of malignant 
adverfaries^ . among the cruel murderers of God's faints, 
there was one Edmund Tyrel, Efq ; at that time a juf- 
tice of the peace within! the . county of EfTex; who as 
•he came frorri the burning.of fome pious martyrs, met 
with John . Denley, gentleman, and John Newman, 
(both of Maidftone in Kent) travelling. Upon the, way, 
and going. to yifit.fome of their friends in- the faid 
county of Eflex. And upon, the fight of tHem; as he 
bragged, apprehended them upon fufpicibn, and 
fearched them; and finding the confeflion of their faith 
about them in writing, fent them up with a letter unto 
the queen's commiflioners. Thefe commiffioncrs ■ dif- 
patched them to bifliop Bonner, who" June 28 caufed 
•Denley and Newman, with one Patrick Packingham, 
to be' brought into his chamber, there examining them 
upon their confeffions, to which they e!l anfwered in 
effect one thing: thereupon they were commanded to 
appear in the bifliop's confiftory the fifth day of July 
then next coming. 



ARTICLES objetled by EDMUND BQNNER, Bi- 
shop of London, again/}. lOHN DENLEY, JOHN 
NEWMAN, and PATRICK PACKINGHAM, 

jointly and feverally, the 1 8lb of June, 15-55. 



London, and the jurifdiclion of the bifliop of 
London. 

Secondly, That the faid Denley hath not .believed,, 
nor doth believe, that there is any Catholic church, of 
Chrift here in earth. 

Thirdly, That the faid Denley hath not believed, nor 
doth believe, that this church of England is any part 
or member of the faid catholic church. 

Fourthly, That the faid' Denley hath believed and 
doth believe, that the mafs now ufed in this realm, of 
England is naught?, and full of idolatry and evil, and- 
plain againfl God's word, and therefore he,' the faid ; 
Denley, hath not heard it, nor will hear it. . 

Fifthly, That the faid Denley hath believed,, arid 
doth fo believe,: that auricular confeflion now ufed in- 
this, realm of England, is not good', but Contrary to 
God's word. - ■ , 

Sixthly, That the faid Denley hath believed, and 
doth fo belieye, that abfolution given by the prieft 
hearing confeflion, is not good, nor allowable by God's 

word, but contrary to the fame. 

Seventhly, That the faid Dfcnley nath believed', and 
doth fo believe, that chriftening of children, as it is now 
ufed in the church of England, is not good, nor allow- 
able by God's word, but agaihft it :■ likewife confirming 
of children, giving of orders, faying of mattins and 
even-fong, anointing of iick perfons, making of holy 
bread and holy water, with the reft of the church.. 

Eighthly, That the faid Denley hath believed; and 
doth fo believe, that there are but two facramcnts in 
Chrift's catholic- church, that is to fay, the facrament 
of baptifm, and the facrament of the altar-.; , . - ; -, •• 
Ninthly', That the faid Denley hath believed, and 
doth fo believe,; that forafmuch as Chrift rs attended 
up into heaven, therefore the -very .body of Chrift. is 
not in the facrament of the altar. ' 

Tenthly, Thatrthou Patrick Packingham, now being 
of the age of twenty -one at lea-ft, being within, the 
houfe of the biftiop pf London at. St.' PaTaUs, and, ;by 
him brought to the great, chapel to hear mafs -there, 
the faid 23d day of June, in. the year of our Lordf.ij$5j 
didft unreverently. ftand in the faid chapel J; having thy 
cap on' thy head all. {he time of mafs ; and didit alfo 
refufe to receive holy water and holy bread at the hands 
of the prieft, there contemning and defpifing both the 
: mafs, and the faid holy water- and holy bread-. 1 . ■ 
ANSWERS ttfibb fofegbjAg ARTICLES'. 

TO, the firft article I anfwerj.lt: is very ; tru«r>.i. . 
. To. the fecond article/: I anfwerj That it is not 
true: for I believe the holy .catholic; churehj.; which, is 
-built upon the foundation of the prophets -and' apoftk-s, 
Chrift being the head ; which holy church is- the con- 
gregation of faithful people difplerfcd through the. whole 
world, which church do't-hr truly pferfch God's holy 
word; and doth alfo adminifter the tWq. facrameiits, 
that is to fay," baptifm arid, the fupper of' the' Lord,- ac- 
cording to the ibkffcd word.. : t 
.. To the third article I anfwer, That I doiUclieve that 
this church of England/ ufing the faith and religion 
whicli is now ufed, is ho part or member df-fhe ature- 
faid catholic church,-' but is the church' of vV)itiehnft, 
the bifhbp of Home being the head thereof-, .for it is 
plain, that they have altered the teftaVneht ©l-VGod, alia 
fet'up a teftarrifcrrt of thekown deviling;, full of blaf- 
phemy and lie's: for Chrift',3 teStament ; is ;: - tjwt he 
would:have all things done .to. the edifying of tl'.e peo- 
ple,: as it appeareth when he :faught tfhfcnv. to ■• pfay» 
Matth. vi; and alfo it appeareth by St. Pau!,;i Cof.xiv. 
for he faith, that " He that propheficth/ fpcaketh unto 
men for their edifying, for their exhortation; and for 
their comfort j he. that fpeaketh with the tongue, pro- 
fiteth himfelf j he that prophefieth, cdificth the congre- 
gation." 



Alfo 
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Alfo he faith, "Even fo likewife when you fpeak day of Augiift; and being fee in the.fire, with the burn- 
with toncues, except you fpeak words that have figni- 
SonjU'fhall it be underftood what is fpokr- > ' 
you fhal! but fpeak in the air, that is as much as 
m ™ n ^ he fourth art i c ie I anfwer, and I do believe (as I 
faid before), That the roafs now ufed in this realm of 
England, is naught, and abominable idolatry and blaf- 
phemy againft God's holy word ; for Chrift in his holy 
fupper inftituted the facrament of bread and wine to 
be eaten together in remembrance of his death till he 
come, and not to have them worfhipped, and make 
an id'ol of them : for God will not be worfhipped in 
his creatures, bur we ought to give him praife for his 
creatures, which he hath created for us. For he faith in 
the fecond commandment, '* Thou fhalt not make to 
thyfelf any graven image, nor the likenefs of any thing 



heaven above^ or in the earth beneath, thou 
fhalt not bow down to them, nor worftiip them." 

To. the fifth article I anfwer, That I do believe that 
auricular confeffion is not good as it is now ufed. 
Touching my fins » herein I have offended God, I muft 
feek to him for remiffion thereof; for our Saviour faith, 
in the nth of St. Matt. " Come unto me all ye that 
labour and are laden, I will eafe you," &c. The pro- 
digal fon, Luke xv. faith, '* I will arife and go to my 
Father, and I will fay unto him, Father I have finned 
againft heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy fon," &c. Pfal. xxxi. 

To the fixth article, i the faid John Denley have 
anfwered in the fifth. 

To the feventh article I anfwer, that as touching 
the facrament of baptifm, which is the ehriftening of 
children, it is altered and changed; for St. John ufed 
nothing but the preaching of the word and the water, as 
it doth appear when Chrift required to be baptized of 
him, and others alfo who came to John to be baptized, 
as it appeareth, Matth. iii.. Mark i. Luke iii. and Ads 
viii. the chamberlain faid, See here is the water, what 
hindereth me to be baptized ? It appeareth here that 
Philip had preached unto him ; for he faid, Here is 
water. We do not read, that he afked for any cream, 
oil, or fpittle, or conjured water, or conjured wax, or 
croyfom, or fair, for it feemeth that Philip had preached 
no fucli things to him : for he would as well have afked 
for them as for water: and the water was not conjured, 
but even as it was before. 

To the eighth article I anfwer fhortly, That there be 
no more facraments than two ; baptifm, and the facra- 
ment of the body and blood of Chrift; except you will 
make the rainbow a facrament : for there is no facra- 
ment but what hath a promife annexed to it. 

To the ninth article I anfwer you, That you have 
my mind written already ; for it was found about me 
when I was taken : and you alfo know my mind in the 
fourth article, plainly expreffed, concerning the bodily 
prefence: for Chrift's body is in heaven, and will not 
be contained in fo fmall a piece of bread. And as the 
words which Chrift fpake are true indeed, fo muft they 
alfo be undcrilood by other places of fcripture which 
Chrift fpake himfelf, and alfo the apollles after him. 
And thus I make an end. 

By me, JOHN DENLEY. 

Thefirftday of the month of July, the faid three pri- 
foners were brought into the eonfiftory in St. Paul's, 
where Bonner proceeded againft them after the ufual 
form and manner of law, reading firft their confeflions, 
articles, and anfwers, and then tempting them fome- 
f'mes with fair promifes, at other times with threaten- 
ings, which indeed were generally his chief arguments 
and reafons. In the end, feeing their unmoveable con- 
ftancy, upon the 5th of July he condemned them as 
heretics, and delivered them to the iheriffs of London, 
as to his common executioners, who kept them till they 
w 'cre commanded by writ to fend them to their fevc- 
ral places of fufferingj and accordingly Mr. Denley 
fent to Uxbridge, where he was burned on the 8th 



day of Augiift; and being fet in the.fire 
ing flames about him, he fung a pfalm. 

After the martyrdom of Mr. Denley at Uxbridge, 
which was the 8th of Auguft,' Mr. Patrick Packing- 
ham alfo fuffered at the fame town, about the 28th of 
the laid month. This Packingham was . charged by 
Bonner, (as you heard before in the tenth article) for 
his behaviour in the bifhop's chapel, who at the mafs 
time there Handing, would not pull off his cap, which 
was taken for a heinous offence. Packingham being 
much perfuaded by Bonner to recant, protefted in thefe 
words to the bilhop, That the church which he believed 
was no catholic church, but was the church of Satan, 
and therefore he would never turn to it,- &c. 

Furthermore as concerning the other, which was John 
Newman, pewterer, at Maidflone in Kent, he was burnt 
the laft day of Auguft, at Saffron-walden, in the county 
ofEffex, whofe examination and confeffion of his faith 
and belief, for which he was cruelly perfecuted and 
burnt, here followeth. 

The EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN NEWMAN. 

JOHN NEWMAN, when apprehended, was firft 
examined by Dr. Thornton, fuffragan of Dover, at 
Tenterdcn. From thence he was carried, to Bonner, 
and there condemned with Denley and Packingham. 
But becaufc his examinations and anfwers came not 
then to my hands, I thought here in this place to be- 
ftow them, rather than they ftiould be utterly fup- 

Fkft one of the doctors began, whofe name John 
Newman doth not exprefs, afking in this wife. 

Doff or. How fay you to this ? " This is my body 
which is given for you ?" 

Newman. It is a figurative fpeech, one thing fpnken, 
and another meant 5 as Chrift faith, " I am a vine, I am 
a door, I am a ftone, &c." Is he therefore a material 
ftone, a vine, or a door? 

Dottor. This is no figurative fpeech. For he faith, 
" This is my body which is given for you," and he 
faith not fo of the ftone, vine, or door ; but that is a 
figurative fpeech. 

Newman. Chrift faith, " This cup is the New Tef- 
tamcnt in my blood." If you will have it fo meant, 
then let them take and cat the cup. 

Doclor. Nay, that is not fo meant: for it is a com- 
mon phrafe of fpeech among ourfelves : we fay to our 
friend, drink a cup of drink, and yet we mean he fhould 
drink the drink in the cup. 

Newman. Why, if you will have the one fo under- 
ftood, you muft fo underftand the other. 

Doclor. Well, we will not Hand hereabout. How fay 
you of the real prefence? Is not Chrift's natural body 
there that was born of the virgin Mary ? 

Newman. No, I do not fo believe ; neither can I fo 
believe,- for the foul of man doth not feed upon natu- 
ral things as the body doth. 

Doclor. Why, how then doth it feed ? 

Newman. I think the foul of man doth feed as the 
angels in heaven, whofe feeding is only the pleafcre, 
joy, felicity, and delegation that they have of God: and 
fo the foul of man doth feed and eat, through faith, the 
body of Chrift. 

Collins. Yea, bur if the body do not feed upon na- 
tural things, the foul cannot continue with the body : 
therefore the body muft needs feed upon natural things, 
that both may live together. 

Newman. 1 grant it to be true : but yet the foul doth 
live otherwife than the body which doth perifh : there- 
fore natural things do but feed the body only. I pray 
you, what did Judas receive at the fupper? 

Collins. Marry, Judas did receive the very body of 
Chrift, but it was to his damnation. 

Newman. Why, was the devil entered into him 
before ? Then he had the devil and Chrift in him at 



Collins. Nay, 
wards. 
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Newman. Zen, and before too : what, do you think 
he had but, ojie devil ? Nay, I think he had rather a 
legion of devils at the latter end. 

Collins. We grant that they were both in Judas at 
that time: for Chrift may be where the devil is, it he 
will ; but the devil cannot be where Chrift is, except it | 
pleafe Chrift. ' , ' . t 

Newman. Chrift will not be in an unclean perfon that 
hath the devil. 

Thornton. Why, will you not believe that Chrift was 
in hell ? and you will grant that the devil is there;' and 
fo might he be in Judas, if it pleafed him. 

Newman. Chrift would not fuffer Mary Magdalen to 
touch him, who fought him at his grave, and did love 
him intirely; much lefs will he fuffer an ungouly man 
to receive him into his unclean body. 

Thornton. Yes, feeing God may do all things, he 
may do what he lift, and be where he will. And doth 
not the Pfalm fay, He is in hell, and in all places? 
Why (hould we then doubt of his being there ? 

Newman. Though his Godhead be in all places vrt 
that is not fufficient to prove that his humanity is 



nipotent, and may do all things ? 

Newman. I do believe that God is almighty. 

Thornton. Nay, but if he be omnipotent, he may 
do all things, and there is nothing impoflible for him 

° Newman. I know God is almighty, and can do all 
that he will : but he cannot make his Son a liar, he can- 
not deny himfelf, nor can he rcftore virginity once vio- 
lated and defiled. 

Thornton. What is that to your purpofe ? God doth not 
defile virginity ; we fpeak but of things that God doth. 

Newman. Why, will you have the humanity of Chrift 
in all places as the Deity is? 

Thornton. Yea, he is in all places as the Deity is, if 
it pleafe him. 

Newman. I promife you, that feemeth to me a very 
great herefy, for heaven and earth are not able to con- 
tain the divine power of God, for it is in all places, as 
here and in every place ; and yet you fay, that where- 
foever the Deity is, there is alfo the humanity ; and fo 
you will make him nobody, but a fantaftical body, and 
not a body indeed. 

Thornton. Nay,- we do not fay he is in all pli 
the Deity is, but if it pleafe him he may be in all places 
with the Deity. 

Newman. I promife you, that feemeth to me as great 
an herefy as ever 1 heard in my life, and I dare not 
grant it, left.l ftiould deny Chrift to be a very man, and 
that were againft all the fcriptures. 

Thornton. Do you believe that Chrift rofe from death, 
and came through the ftone ? 

Newman. I do believe that Chrift rofe from death ; 
but I do not believe he came through the ftone. 

Thornton. Well, let us not ftand any longer about 
this. Back again to the real prefence. How fay you, 
is the body of Chrift really in the facrament, or no? 
Newman. I have anfvvered you already. 
Thornton. Well, do you not believe that it is there 



Thornton. Well, will you ftand to it ? 
Newman. I muft needs ftand to it, till I be perfuaded 
by a further truth. 

Thornton. Nay, you will not be perfuaded, but ftand 



to your own opinion. 

Newman. Nay, 1 ftand not to mine own opinion, God 
I take to witnefs, but only to the fcriptures of God, and 
that can all thofe that ftand here witnefs with me, and 
nothing but the fcriptures. 

Thornton had many other queftions which I did not 
bear away: but as 1 do unde'rftand, thefe are chief: 
as for taunts fooliftiand unlearned, he lacked none* Praife 
God for his gift, and God ihcreafe in us ftrcngth. 

John Newman and Richard Hook fuffered martyr 
dom about the fame time at Chichefler. 



The, EXAMINATIONS, ANSWERS, and CON- 
DEMNATION of ■ WILLIAM COKER, WIL- 
LIAM HOPPER, HENRY LAURENCE, 
RICHARD COLLIAR, RICHARD WRIGHT, 
and WILLIAM STERE, before the BISHOP „/ 
DOVER, and Dr. H A RPSFlELD, ARCHDEA- 
CON of CANTERBURY. 



Mr. Bland, and Nicholas Sheterden, of certain 
other Kentifti-men, who being the fame time with them 
called forth and examined by Thornton, bilhop of Do- 
ver, Dr. Harpsfield, Richard Faucet, and Robert Col- 
lins: yet notwithstanding becaufe the condemnation and 
execution of them was deferred a little longer, till the 
latter end of the month of Auguft;. coming therefore 
now to the time of fuffering, we ivill briefly touch 
fomc part of their examinations and anfwers as we 
find them in the regifters. The names of thefe were 
W. Coker, W. Hopper, H. Laurence, R. Colliar, Ri- 
chard Wright, and William Stere. What the articles 
objected to Mr. Bland and them were, you heard before. 
To which articles they feverally anfwered for themfclve; 
in effect as followeth. ' 

Firft, William Coker faid, he would anfwer no other- 
wife than he had already anfwered ; and being .offered 
to have a longer refpite of fix. days more, he refufed to 
take it ; and fo upon the fame, fentence of condemna- , 
tion was read againft him, the nth of July. 

William Hopper feemed firft to grant to the faith and 
determination of the Roman church, but calling himfelf 
better to mind, conftantly ftuck to the truth, aftd v 
condemned the next week after, the i6th of July. 

Henry Laurence, examined the faid i6th of July, and 
partly deferred to the 2d of Auguft, anfwered to the 
tides objected, againft him; firft denying auricular c< 
feflion, and that he neither had, nor would receive the 
iacrament, becaufe, faith he, the order of the holy fci'ip- 
ture is changed in the order of the facrament. 

Moreover, this faid Laurence was charged for 11 
putting off his cap, when the fufFragan made mention 
of the facrament, and did no reverence to the fame: 
the faid Laurence anfwered in thefe words, What? 
fhall not need to put off your cap : for it is not fo holy 
that you need to put off your cap thereunto. 

Further, being oppofed concerning the verity of the 
facrament given to Chrift's difciples, he affirmed that 
even as Chrift gave his very body to the difciples 
confeffed it to be the fame; fo likewife Chrift himfelf 
faid, he was a door, &c. adding moreover, that a: 
had faid before, fo he faith ftill, that the facrament of 
the altar is an idol, and no remembrBncc of Chrift's 
paflion, and contrary he knoweth not. At laft being 
required to fubferibe his anfwers, 1 
words under the bill of their examina 
all of Antichrift, and him you fol — and here his hand 
was hindered from writing any further : belike lie 
would have written out |" follow], &c. And fo upon 
the fame, fentence was given againft him the 2d of 
Auguft. 

Richard Colliar, of Afhford above-mentioned, having 
the 1 6th of Auguft to appear, examined of the facra- 
ment of the popifti altar, anfwered and faid, that he did 
not believe, that after the confecration there is the real 
and fubftantial body of Chrift, but only bread and wine, 
and that it is moft abominable, moft detcftable, ana 
moft wicked to believe otherwifc, &c. Upon this, 
fentence was read againft him, and he condemned the 
16th of Auguft. After his condemnation he fung » 
pfalm. Wherefore the priefts and their officers railed 
at him, faying he was out of his wits. 

Richard Wright, the f.ime place and day above-men- 
tioned, appearing, and being required of the judge what 
he believed of the real prefence in the facrament, an- 
fwered again, that as touching the facrament of the altar 
and the mafs, he was afhamcd to fpeak of it, or to name 
it, and that he allowed it not, as it was ufed in the 
church. Againfi whom the fentence was alfo read the 
day and place aforefaid. 



William 
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William Stere, of the aforefaid parifh of Afhfbrd, 
Jikewife detected and accufed, was: brought tqappear 
the faid 16th day of Auguft, where he in the chapter- 
houfe of Canterbury, being required to anfwer to the 
pofirions laid unto him by the judge, made anfwer 
again. That he fhould command his dog, and not him : 
and further declared, that Dick of Dover had no 
authority to fit againft him in judgment; and afked, 
where was his authority ? who then fhewed him certain 
bulls and writings from Rome, as he faid. William 
Stere denying that to be of fufficient force, the faid 
Dick alfo faid, he had authority from the queen. Then 
the martyr alledging that the archbifhop of Canterbury 
(who was then in prifon) was his diocefan, urged him 
to fhew his authority from the archbifhop, or elfc he 
denied his authority to be fufficient. And as touching 
rhe facramentof the altar, he found it not, he faid, in 
the fcripture, and therefore he would not anfwer 
thereunto. 

And moreover, the judge fpeakingof the facrament 
of the altar with reverence, and putting off his cap, 
William Stere told him, that he needed not to reverence 
that matter fo highly. And thus (faying to the judge, 
that he was a bloody man, &c.) the lentence was pro- 
nounced againft him; and after the fentence was read, 
he faid, that the facrament of the altar was the moft 
blafphemous idol that ever was, &c. 

And thus thefe fix heavenly martyrs and witneffes 
to the truth, being condemned by the bloody fuffra- 
gan and archdeacon of Canterbury, Mr. Collins, and 
Mr. Faucet, were burnt all together in the fame town 
of Canterbury, at three ftakes in one fire, about the 
latter end of Auguft. 



the HISTORY «/ ELIZABETH WARNE, 
Widow, Burnt at Stratford-Bow. 

ELIZABETH WARNE, widow, was burnt in 
the month of Auguft, at Stratford-Bow, near 
London : fhe was late wife of John Warne, uphol- 
fterer, and martyr, who was alfo burnt the latter end 
of the May before, as in his ftory is recorded. 

This Elizabeth Warne had been apprehended 
amongft others, the firft day of January, in a houfe 
in Bow-church-yard, in London, as they were' ga- 
thered together in prayer, and at that prefent was 
carried to the Compter, where fhe remained till the 
nth day of June: at which time flic was brought to 
Newgate, and was confined there till the 2d day of 
July. Then was fhe fent by the king and queen's 
commiffioners unto Bonner, bifhop of London, who 
on the 6th day of the faid month caufed her with 
divers others (as Robert Smith, George Tankerfield, 
&c.) to be brought before him into his palace, and 
there examined her upon fundry articles. She was 
condemned as an heretic, the 12 th day of the fame 
month of July, and fo delivered to the fecular power, 
to be by them put to death, which was done in the 
fame month. 



An Account of GEORGE TANKERFIELD, 
Martyr. 

GEORGE TANKERFIELD, of London, cook, 
born in York, about the age of twenty-feven 
or twenty-eight years, was in the days of king Ed- 
ward a papift, till the time queen Mary came in, and 
then perceiving the great cruelty which the papifls 
ufed, was brought into a mifdoubt of their doings, 
and began in his heart to abhor them. His tenets 
being difcovered, he was brought to Newgate about 
the laft day of February, 1555, by Mr. Beard, yeo- 
man of the guards, and Simon Ponder, pewterer, con- 
ftable of St. Dunftan's in the weft, lent in by Roger 
Chomley, knight, and Dr. Martin. 
=3- 



At length he was examined (with the others before 
mentioned) by bifhop Bonner, who having endea- 
voured in vain, to difluade him him from his profefled 
opinion of the idolatry and abominations of the 
mafs ; pronounced condemnation, and gave him over 
to the fecular power. 

This good man was accordingly taken, Auguft 26, 
to St. Alban's to be burnt: while the faggots were fee 
about him, there came a prieft, and perfuaded him 
to belive on the facrament of the altar, and he would 
be faved. But George Tankerfield cried out vehe- 
mently, and faid, I defy the whore of Babylon : fie 
on that abominable idol : good people, do not believe 
him. And then the mayor of the town commanded 
to fet fire to the heretic, and faid, if he had but one 
load of faggots in the whole world, he would give, 
them to burn him. Then fire was fet unto him, and 
hedelired the fheriffand all the'peoplc to pray for him; 
the moft part did fo. And fo embracing the fire, 
he bathed himfelf in it, and calling on the name of 
the Lord Jefus, he was quickly out of pain. 



The HISTORY and EXAMINATION of R03ERT 
SMITH, Martyr. 

ROBERT SMITH was brought to Newgate the 
Sth of November, by John Matthew, yeoman 
of the guard of the queen's fide, by the command 
of the council. Robert Smith firft gave himfelf to 
fervice in the houfe of Sir Thomas Smith, knight, 
being then provoft of Eaton : from thence he was 
preferred to Windfor, having there in the college a 
clerkfhip of ten pounds a year. Of ftature he^was 
tall and flender, active about many things, but chieflv 
delighting in the art of painting, which many time's 
rather for his mind's fake, than for any gain, he did 
pradlife and exercife. In religion he was fervent, 
after he had once tafted the truth ; wherein he was 
much confirmed by the preaching of Mr. Turner, 
of Windfor, and others. Whereupon at the coming 
in of queen Mary he was .deprived of his clerk- 
fnip by her vifitors; and not long after he was ap- 
prehended, and brought to examination before Bon- 



The Firft EXAMINATION of ROBERT SMITH 
before Bishop BONNER. Written by himself. 

Bonner T-T OW Ion S . is il fi «« you were confeffed 
JL A. to any prieft? 

Smith. Never fince I had years of difcretion. For 
I never faw it needful, neither commanded'-by God to 
comao fhew my faults to any of that finful number 
whom you call priefts. 

Bonner. Thou fheweft thyfelf even at thy firft fpeech 
to be a rank heretic. How long is it fince you re- 
ceived the facrament of the altar, and what is your 
opinion in the fame ? 

Smith. 1 never received rhe fame fince I had years 
of difcretion, nor ever will, by God's grace ; neither 
do eftecm the fame in any point, becaufe it hath not 
God's ordinance. 

Bonner. What fay you to the catholic church? Do 
you not confefs there is one in earth ? 

Smith. Yes verily, 1 believe that there is one ca- 
tholic church, or faithful congregation, which, as 
the apoltle faith, is built upon the prophets and 
apoftles, Chrift Jefus being the head corner ftone: 
which church in all her words and works main- 
taineth the word, and bringeth the fame for her au- 
thority, and without it doth nothing, nor ought 
to do. of which I am affured I am by grace made 
a member. 

Bonner. You fhall underftand, that I am bound wjhen 
my brother offendeth, and will not be reconciled, to 
bring him before the congregation : now if your church 
3 T be 
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be the fame, where may a man find it, to bring his 
brother before the fame ? 

Smith. It is written in the Acts of the apoftles, that 
when the tyranny of the bifhops was fo great againft the 
church in Jewry, they were fain to affemble in houfes 
and fecret places, as they now do ; and yet were they 
neverthelefs the church of God: and feeing they had 
their matters redrefied being (hut up in a corner, may 
not we do the like now-a-days ? 

Bonner. Yea, their church was known full well. 
For St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, to have the man 
punifhed and excommunicated, that had committed 
evil with his father's wife. Whereby we may well 
perceive it was a known church; but your's is not 
known. 

Smith. Then could you not perfecute it as you do : 
but as you fay the church of God at Corinth was mani- 
feft both to God and St. Paul; even fo is this church of 
God in England, which you perfecute, both known to 
God, and alfo even to the very wicked, although they 
know not, nor will know their trurh nor convcrfation. 

Bonner. Well, thou fayed that the church of God 
was only at Corinth, when St. Paul writ unto them, and 
fo will I put in writing, fhall I ? 

Smith. I do greatly marvel, my lord, that you are 
not afliamed to lay fnares foryour brethren on this man- 
ner. This is now the third fhare you have laid for me. 
Firft, to make me confefs that the church of England is 
not the church of Chrift. Secondly, to fay it is not 
known. Thirdly, to fay the church of God is not uni- 
■verfal, but particular. And this is not the office of a 
biftiop. For if an innocent had come in your way, 
you would have done your befl, I fee, to have entan- 
gled him. 

Well, friend, faid Dr. Harpsfield, you are no inno- 
cent, as it appeareth. 

Smith. By the grace of God 1 am that I am ; and 
this grace in me, I hope, is not in yain. 

Well, faid Bonner, laughing, tell me, how fayeft 
thou of the church? 

Smith. I told you whereon the true church is built, 
and I affirm in England to be the congregation of God, 
andalfo in omnem terram-, as it is writren, " Their found 
is gone forth into all lands," and this is the afflicted and 
perfecuted church, which ye ceafe not to imprifon, flay, 
and kill. And in Corinth was not all the congregation 
of God, but a number of thofe holy and cleft people 
of God. For neither Paul nor Peter were prefent at 
Corinth when they wrote, and yet were they of the 
church of God, as many thoufands more which alfo 
communicate in that Holy Spirit. 

Bonner. What call you catholic, and what call you 
church ? 

Smith. Catholic is univerfal, and church is a con- 
gregation knit together in unity. 

Then after much like talk, it was laid to my charge 
that my fellow and I fpake one thing. For which I 
praifed God, and was fent again to the garden. Where, 
after a while, as I and brother Harwood had been 
together, came one of my lord's chaplains, that much 
defired to commune with me, demanding firft if I 
were a prifoner. 

Smith. I am in this flelh a prifoner, and fubjecT: to 
my matter and your's ; but 1 hope yet the Lord's free 
man through Chrift Jefus. 

Doclor. I do much defire to talk to you lovingly, 
becaufe you are a man that I much lament. 

To which I anfwered, Sub melle latet uenenttm. And 
after much ado about his god, I compelled him to 
fay, that it muft needs enter into the belly, and fo 
fall into the draught. 

DoHor. What derogation was it to Chrift, when 
the Jews fpit in his face? 

Smith. If the Jews, being his enemies, did fpit in 
his face, and we being his friends throw him into the 
draught, which of us have deferved the greatcft damna- 
tion? Then by your argument, he that doth injury 
to Chrift, (hall have a moft plenteous falvation. 



Then the doctor ftarted away, and would have his 
humanity incomprehenfible, m iking a comparifon be- 
tween the foul of man and the body of Chrift, bring- 
ing in to fcrve his turn, which way Chrift came in 
among his difciples, the doors being ffiut ? 

Smith. Although it be faid, that when he came the 
doors were (hut, yet have I as much to prove, th.it the 
doors opened at his coming as you have to prove he 
came through the door. For that almighty God who 
brought the difciples out of prifon, which yet when 
fearch was made was found fluit, was able to let 
Chrift in at the door, although it were ffiut : and yet 
jt maketh not for your purpofe. 

At which anfwer when he had made many fcoffings, 
he went from me, and we were carried into my lord's 
hall, where we were baited by my lord's band of fer- 
vants almoft all the day, until our keeper feeing their 
rudenefs, ffiut us all up in a handfome chamber, while 
my lord went into his fynagogue to condemn Mr. 
Dcnley and John Newman. 

Then they brought my lord mayor up into the cham- 
ber where my lord intended to fup, to hear the matter; 
and I was the firft that wascalled ; where my lord mayor 
being fet with the biihop and one of the therifr's, wine 
was flowing on every fide, whilft I Hood before them 
like a mute ; which made me remember how Pilate 
and Herod were made friends, but no man was forty 
for Jofeph's hurt. But after my lord had well diank, 
my articles were fent for and read, and he demanded 
whether I did fay as was written ? 

Smith. That I have faid, 1 have faid, and w hat 1 
have faid I do mean. 

Bonner. Well, my lord mayor, your lordfhip hath 
heard in fome meafure, what a'ftout heretic this is, and 
that his articles have deferved death: yet neverthelefs. 
forafmuch as they report me to leek blood, and call me 
bloody Bonner, whereas God knoweth, 1 never fought 
any man's blood in all my life, I have kept him from 
the confiftory this day, whither I could have brought 
him juftly; I defire him to turn, and I will with all' 
fpced difpatch him out of his trouble ; and this I prb- 
fefs before your lordfhip and all this audience. 

Smith. Why, my lord, do you put on this fair vizor 
before my lord mayor, to make him believe that you 
feek not my blood, to cloak your murders, through my 
ftoutnefs, as you call it? Have you not had my brother 
Tomkins before you, whofe hand when you burned moft 
cruelly, you burned alfo his body, and not only him, 
but a great many of the members of Chrift, men that 
feared God, and lived virtuoufly, and alfo the queen's 
majefty's moft true fubjedls, as their goods and bodies 
have made manifefl ? And feeing in thefe faints you have 
ffiewed fo little mercy, fhall it feem to my lord and this 
audience that you (hew me more favour? No, no, my 
lord. But if you mean as you fay, why then do you 
examine me of what I am not bound to anfwer you ? 

Bonner. Well, what fayeft thou bv the facrament 
of the altar? Is it not the very body of Chrift, ticili, 
blood, and bone, as it was born of the virgin? 

Smith. I have anfwered that it is none of God's or- 
der nor a facrament, but man's own vain invention, and 
ffiewed him the Lord's inftitution. But when he was 
fo earned before the audience, declaring that we knew 
nothing, bringing out his live eji corpus meum to lay in 
mydiffi; I proved before the audience that it was a 
dead god, declaring the diftinction appointed between 
two creatures of bread and wine, and that a body with- 
out blood hath no life. At which Harpsfield found 
himfelf much offended, and took the tale out of my 
lord's mouth, faying, 

Harpsfield. I will prove by the fcripturcs, that you 
blafpheme God in fo faying : for it is given in two parts, 
becaufe there are two things ffiewed, that is to fay, his 
body and his paffion, as faith St. Paul; and therefore 
the bread is his body, and the wine the reprcfentation 
of his death and blood-ihedding. 
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Smith. -You falfify the word, and rack it to ferVe your 
purpofe. For the wine was not only the fliewing of 
his paffion, but the bread alfo. For our Saviour faith, 
■• So often as you do this, doit in remembrance of me." 
And St. Paul faith, «' So oft as you eat of this bread, 
and drink of this cup, you fhall lhew the Lord's death 
till he come." And here is as much reverence given 
to the one as to the other. Wherefore if the bread be 
his body, the cup muft be his blood, and as well you 
make his body in the cup, as his blood in the bread. 

Then my lord rofe up, and went to the table, where 
the lord mayor defired me to fave my foul. To whom 
I anfwered, I hope it was faved through Chrift Jefus ; 
defiring him to have pity on his own foul, and remem- 
ber whofe fword he carried. 

On which I was carried into the garden, and there 
abode till the red of my friends were examined, and 
then were we fent away to Newgate with many foul fare- 
wels, my lord biftiop giving the keeper a charge to lay 
me in limbo. 

Second EXAMINATION of ROBERT SMITH, 
before Bishop BONNER. 

UPON Saturday, at eight o'clock, I was brought to 
his chamber again, and there examined by him as 
iolloweth. 

Bonner. Thou Robert Smith, &c. fayeft that there is 
no catholic church here on earth. 

Smith. You have heard me both fpeak the contrary, 
and you have writing as a wirnefs of the fame. 

Homier. Yes, bur I muft afk this queftion : how 
fayeft thou ? ' 

Smith. Muft you of nccvidity begin with a lie? It 
makcth manifeft that you determine to the end with the 
fame. But there fhall no liars enter into the kingdom of 
God. Ncverthelefs, if you will be anfwered, afk mine 
articles that were written yefterday, and they (hall tell 
you that I have confeffed a church of God, as well in 
earth as in heaven, and yet all one church, and one 
man's members, even Chrift Jefus. 

Bonner. Well, what fayeft thou to auricular confef- 
fion? Is it not necefTary to be ufed in Chrift's church? 
and wilt thou not be confeffed by the prieft ? 

Smith. It is not needful to be ufed in Chrift's church, 
as I anfwered yefterday. But if it be needful for your 
church, it is to pick men's pockets ; and fuch pick- 
pocket matters is all the whole rabble of your cere- 
monies: for all that you maintain is but money-mat- 
ters. 

Bonner. Why, how art thou able to prove that con- 
feflion is a pick-pocket matter? Art thou not afhamed 
to fay fo ? 

Smith. I fpeak by experience : for I have both heard 
and feen the fruits of the fame. For firft it hath been, 
we fee, a betrayer of king's fecrets, and the fecrcts of 
other men's confeiences; who being delivered, and glad 
to be difcharged from their fins, have given great fums 
of money to priefts to abfolve them, and fing mafles 
for their fouls' health. ♦ 

And for example, I began to bring in a pageant, that 
by report was played at St. Thomas of Acres, and where 
I was when a child, waiting on a gentleman of Nor- 
folk, which being bound in confeience, through the pcr- 
fualion of the prieft, gave away a great quantity of his 
goods,, and forgave unto one Mr. (Jrefham a large fum 
of money, and to another as much. The prieft for his 
part had a good ftiare, and the houfe had an annuity to 
keep him : which thing when his brother heard, he came 
to London, and after a declaration made to the council, 
how by the fubtilty of the prieft he had robbed his wife 
and children, recovered a great part acain, to the value 
of two or three hundred pounds, of Mr. Grefliam and 
his other friend ; but what he gave to the houfe could 
not be recovered. This ftory I began to tell ; but when 
my lord faw it favoured not to his purpofe, he began to 
revile me, and faid, By the mafs, if the queen's majefty 
"ere of my mind, thou fhouldft not come to talk be- 
fore any man, but fhouldft be put in a fack, with a dog 

the fame, and be thrown into a river. 

Smith. I know you fpeak bv practice, as much as bv 
23. 
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fpeculation, for both you and your predeceffbrs have 
fought all poffible means to kill Chrift fecretly; witnefs 
Mr. Hunne, whom your predecefior caufed to be thruft 
iff at the nofe with hot burning needles, and then to 
be hanged, and gave it out that the faid Hunne hanged 
himfeif : and alfo a good brother of your's, a biftiop of 
your profeffion, having in his prifon an innocent man, 
whom, becaufe he could not overcome by fcripture, he 
caufed to be privately ftranglcd, and his flefh to be 
torn and plucked away with a pair of pincers ; and 
bringing him before the people, faid, the rats had eaten 
him. Thus according to your oath is all your dealing, 
and hath been; and as you, taking upon you the office, 
do not without oaths open your mouth, no more do you 
without murder maintain your traditions. 

Bonner. Ah, you are a generation of liars; there is 
nor one true w ord that cometh out of your Tmouths. 

Smith. Yes, my lord, I have faid that Jefus Chrift is 
dead for my fins, and rifen for my juftification, and 

Then Bonner made his man to put in my tale of the 
gentleman of Norfolk, and would have me recite it again : 
which when I would not do, he made his man 'to put 
in fuch fums as he imagined. At the end of this fir 
John Mordaunt came in, and fat down to hoar my exa- 
mination. Then faid my lord, How fayeft thou, Smith, 
to the feven facraments ? Bclieveft thou not that they be 
of God's order, that is to fay, the facrament of, &c. 

Smith. I believe that in God's church are but two fa- 
craments, that is to fay, the facrament of regeneration, 
and the facrament 'of the Lord's fupper: and as for the 
facrament of the altar, and all your facraments, thev may 
wefl fcrye your church, but God's church hath nothing 
to do with them, neither have ] any thing* to do to an- 
fWer them, nor you to examine me of them. 

Bonner. Why, is God's order changed in baptifm > 
In what point do we diflent from the word of God ? 

Smith-. Eirft, in hallowing your water; in conjuring 
of the fame; in baptizing children with anointing and 
fpitnng m their mouths, mingled with fait, and with 
many other lewd ceremonies, of which not one point is 
able to be proved in God's order. 

Bonner. By the mafs, this is the moft unfhame-faced 
heretic that ever I heard fpeak. 

arch'*" fw0r "' my Iord ' you kee P a 

Bonner. Well, Mr. Controller, you catch me at 
my words : but I will watch thee as well, I warrant 

By my troth, my lord, faid far John Mordaunt, I ne- 
ver heard the like in all my life. But I pray you, my 
lord, mark well his anfwer for baptifm. He difalloweth 
therein holy ointment, fait, and fuch other laudable ce- 
remonies, which no chriftian man will deny. 

Smith. That is a fhameful blafphemy againft Chrift, 
fo to ufc any mingle mangle in baptizing young in- 
fants. 

Bonner. I believe, I tell thee, that if they die before 
they be baptized, they be damned. 

Smith. You fhall never be faved by that belief. But 
I pray you, my lord, lhew me, are we faved by water 
or by Chrift? 

Bonner. By both. 

Smith. Then the water died for our fins : and fo muft 
you fay, that the water hath life, and it being our fer- 
yant, and created for us, is our Saviour. This, my lord, 
is a good doctrine, is it not ? 

Bonner. Why, how underftandeft thou the fcriptures? 
" Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God." 

And again, " Suffer (faith our Saviour) thefe chil- 
dren to come unto me:" and if thou wilt not fuffer them 
to be baptized after the laudable order, thou hindereft 
them to come unto Chrift. 

Smith. Where you alledge St. John, " Except a 
man be born," &c. and will thereby prove the water to 
fave, and fo the deed or work to fave and put away fins, 
I will fend you to St. Paul, who afketh of the G.ilatians, 
" Whether they received the Spirit by the deeds of the 
law, or by the preaching of laith ? and there conclu- 
ded that the Holy Ghoft accompanieth the preaching 
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of faith, and with the word of faith entereth into the 
heart. So now if baptifm preacheth to me the warning 
in Chrift's blood, fo doth the Holy Ghoft accompany 
it, and it is unto me as a preacher and not a Saviour, 
^nd where you fay, I hinder the children to come unto 
(Thrift, it is manifcft by our Saviour's words that you 
hinder them to come, that will not fuffer them to come 
unto him without the neceflity of water. For he faith, 
Suffer them to come unto me, and hot unto the water $ 
and therefore if you condemn them, you condemn both 
the merits and words of Chrift. For our Saviour faith, 
" Except ye turn and become as children, ye cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." And fo i brought 
out many other examples, to make manifeft that Chrift 
hath cleanfed original fin, bringing in examples out of 
the fcriptures for the fame. 

Bonner. Then thou makeft the water of none effect, 
then put away water. 

Smith. " It is not (faith St. Peter) the wafhing away 
of the filth of the flefh, but in that a good confeience 
confenteth unto God." And to prove that water only 
bringeth not the Holy Ghoft, it is wriiten Th Acts v-iii. 
that Simon received water, but would have received the 
Holy Ghoft for money. Alfo that the Holy Ghoft hath 
come before baptifm. Yea, and although your genera- 
tion have fet at nought the word of God, and like fwine 
turned hii words uplide down, yet muft his church keep 
the fame in that order which he left them, which his 
church dare not break ; and to judge children damned 
that be not baptized, it is wicked. 

Mordaunt: By our lady, fir, but I believe that if my 
child die without water, he is damned. 

Bonner. Yea, and fo do I, and all catholic men, good 
Mr. Mordaunt. 

Smith. Well, my lord, fuch catholic, fuch falva- 
tion 1 

Bonner. Well, fir, what fay you to the facrament of 
orders ? 

Smith. You may call it the facrament of mif-orders : 
for all orders are appointed of God. But as for your 
lhaving, anointing, greafing, poling, and rounding, 
there are no fuch things appointed in God's book, and 
therefore I have nothing to do to believe your orders. 
And as for you, if you had grace and intelligence, you 
would not fo disfigure yourfclf as you do. 

Bonner. Sayeft thou fo ? Now, by my troth, I will go 
fhave myfelf to anger thee withal ; and fo he fent for his 
barber, who immediately came : and before my face at 
the door of the next chamber, he fhaved himfelf, defir- 
ing me before he went, to anfwer to thefc articles. 

Bonner. What fay you to holy bread and holy water, 
to the facrament of anointing, and to all the reft of fuch 
ceremonies of the church ? 

Smith. 1 fay they be baubles for fools to play withal, 
and not for the children of God to exercife themfelves 
in, and therefore they may go among the refufe. Then 
Mr. Mordaunt went away, and my lord went to be ] 
fhaved, leaving there certain dociors, as he called them, 
to try what they could do, by whom I was baited for 
half an hour ; of whom I alfo afked this queflion, Where 
were you all the days of king Edward, that you fpake 
not that which you fpeak now ? 
Dofiors. We were in England. 

Smith. Yea, but then you had the faces of men, but 
now you put on lions' faces again, as faith Sr. John, 
** Ye fhew yourfelves as full of malice, as ye may be." 
For you have for every time a vizor ; yea, and if ano- 
ther king Edward fhould arife, you would then fay, 
. Down with the pope, for he is Antichrift, and fo arc all 
his angels. 

Then I was reviled and fent away, and brought in 
as;ain before thefe men ; and one of them that baited 
me before, afked me if I difallowed confeffion ? 

Smith. Look in mine articles, and they fhall fhew 
you what I allow. 

Doctor. Your articles confefs that you allow not au- 
ricular confeffion. 

Smith. I allow it not, becaufe the word alloweth it 
not, npr commandeth it. 

DlSior. Why, it is written, thou fhalt not hide thy 
fir.! :tnd offences. 



Smith. No more do I when I confefs them to Al- 
mighty God. 

Doflor. Why you cannot fay that you can hide them 
from God, and therefore you muft underftand the words 
are fpoken to be uttered to them that do not know 
them. 

Smith. You have made a good anfwer, then the 
pricft muft ■ confefs himfelf to me, as well as I to 
him ; for I know his faults and fecrets no more than 
he knoweth mine. But if you confefs to the prieft and 
not unto God, you fhall have the reward that Ju- 
das had : for he confefied himfelf to the prieft, add pre- 
fently went and hanged himfelf ; and fo many as do 
not acknowledge their faults to God, are faid to hide 

DoRor. What did they that came to John to be bap-' 
tized ? 

Smith. They came and confefied their fins to Al- 
mighty God. 

Dollar. And not unto John? 

Smith. If it we're unto John, as you are not able to 
prove, yet it was to God, before John and the whole 
congregation. 

Do£ior. Why, John was alone in the wildernefs. 
Smith. Why, and yet the fcriptures fay he had many 
difciples, and that many pharifees and fadducecs came to 
his baptifm. Here the fcriptures and you agree not. 
And if they confeffed themfelves to John, as you fay, 
it was to all the congregation, as St. Paul doth to Ti- 
mothy, and to all that read his epiftle, in opening to all 
the hearers, that he was not worthy to be called an apoftle, 
becaufe he had been a tyrant. But as for ear-confeffion,' 
you never heard it allowed by the word. For the pro- 
phet David made his confeffion unto God, and faith, 
" I will confefs my fins unto'the Lord." Daniel makcth 
his confeffion unto the Lord ; Judith, 1'oby, Jeremy, 
ManafTeh, with all the forefathers, did even fo. For the 
Lord hath faid, " Call upon me in the time of trouble, 
and 1 will deliver thee." Knock, afk, fcek, with fuch 
like; and this is the word of God : now bring fomewhat 
of the word to help yourfelf withal. Then they raged, 
and called me dog, and faid I was damned. 

Smith. Nay, you are dogs, that becaufe holy things 
are offered, will" flay your friends. For I may fay with 
St. Paul, " I have fought with bcafis in the likenefs of 
men." For here I have been baited thefe two days, of 
my lord, and his great bulls of Bafan, and in his hall 
beneath have I been baited of the reft of his band. With 
this came my lord from fhaving, and afked me how L 
liked him. 

Smith. Forfooth, you are even fo wife as you were 
before you wero fhaven. 

Bonner. How ftandeth it, Mr. Doctors, have you done' 
any good ? 

Dottor. No, by rrty troth, my lord, we can do no 

Smith. Then it is fulfilled which is written, " How 
can an evil tree bring forth good fruit ?" 

Bonner. Nay, naughty fellow, I fet thefe gentlemen 
to bring thee home to Chrift. 

Smith. Such gentlemen, fuch Chrifts ! and as truly as 
they have that name from Chrift, fo truly do they teach 
Chrift. 

Bonner. Well, wilt thou neither hear them nor 



i compelled to hear you ; but you 
o follow you. 

u fhalt be burnt at a flake in Smith- 



Smith. Yes, I ; 
cannot compel me 

Bonner. Well, thoi 
field, if thou wilt not turn. 

Smith. And you (hall burn in hell, if you repent not: 
but, my lord, to put you out of doubt, becaufe I am wea- 
ry, I will ftrain coiutefy with you : I perceive you will 
not with your doclors come unto me, and I am deter- 
mined not to come unto you, by God's grace. For I 
have hardened my face againft you as hard as brafs. 
Then after many railing fentences I was fent away. 

And thus have 1 left the truth of mine anfwers in wri- 
ting, gentle reader, being compelled by my friends to 
do it : that you may fee how the Lord hath according 
to his promife given me a mouth and wifdom to anfwer 
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n condemned, and my caufe 



in his caufe, for which I 
not heard. ' 

The Lajl EXAMINATION of Mr. SMITH. 

THE 12th of July I was with my brethren brought 
into the conliftory, and mine articles read before 
my lord mayor and fherifri, with all the affiftants ; to 
which I anfwered, as followeth. ■ 

Bonner. By my faith, my lord mayor, I have ftiewed 
him as much favour as any man living might do : but I 
perceive all is loft, both in him and all his company. 

At this word, which was coupled with an oath, Mr. 
Smith came in, and faid to the bifhop, My lord, it is 
written, ** You muft not fwear,'* £ 

Bonner. Ah, Mr. Controller, are you come ? Lo, my 
lord mayor, this is Mr. Speaker, pointing to my brother 
Tankerfield ; and this "is Mr. Controller, pointing to 
me. And then beginning to read my articles, he pcr- 
fevered till he came to my tale of the gentleman of 
Norfolk, and then demanded of my lord mayor, if he 
had heard of the fame before. To which he anfwered, 
No. To whom I faid : 

Smith. My lord mayor, will it pleafc you to hear 
me recite it, as I heard it, and told it, and then you 
fltall hear the truth ? For this tale that my lord hath 
told is untrue. 

Bonner. How fay you, good Mr. Mordaunt, fpake 
he not this here as it is written 1 ? Were you not by ? 
Mordaunt. Yes, my lord, that it is : I heard him fay 

Smith. How heard you me fay it, and were not pre- 
fent when I fpake it ? It is manifeftly proved what the 
prophet faith : " Even as the king faith, fo faith the 
judge, that he may do him a pleafure again." And then 
my jailor was brought out for proof thereof, who there 
openly profeffed that neither Mr. Mordaunt, nor the 
doctors before-mentioned, were prefent when I fpake 

At which Mr. Mordaunt, with blufhing cheeks, faid, 
. he heard them read, and heard me affirm the fame ; 
which alio was not true. Then my lord proceeded 
with the reft of my articles, demanding of me it' I laid 
not as was written. To which I anfwered, No. A nd 
turning to my lord mayor, I faid, I require you, my lord 
mayor, in God's behalf, unto whom pertaineth your 
fword and juflice, that T may here before your pre- 
fence anfwer to thefe objections that arc laid againft 
me, and have probation of the fame ; and if any thing 
i that I have faid, or will fay, be proved (as my lord f.iith) 
[ herefy, I mail not only with all my hearr forfake the 
I fame, and cleave to the truth, but alfo recant where - 
foever you. (hall affign me, and all this audience fhall be 
witnefs to the fame. 

Lord Mayor. Why, Smith, thou canft not deny but 
this thou faidft. 

Smith. Yes, my lord, I deny that which 
written, becaufe he hath both added to, and di 
ed from the fame : but what 1 have fpoken I will never 
deny. 

Lord Mayor. Why thou fpeakeft againft the bleiTed 
facrament of the altar. 

Smith. I s denied it to be any facrament, and I do 
Hand here to make probation of the fame ; and if my 
lord or any of his doctors be able to prove cither the 
name or ufage of the fame, I will recant mine error. 
Then fpake my brother Tankerfield, and defended the 
probation of things which they call herefy. To which 
the bifhop anfwered, By my troth, Mr. Speaker, you 
(hall preach at a ftake. 
Smith. Well fworn, my lord, you keep a good watch. 
Bonner. Well, Mr. Controller, I am no faint. 
Smith. No, my lord, nor yet a good bifhop. For a 
ifhop, faith St. Paul, fliould be taultlefs> and a vefTel 
xlicatcd unto God j ^ind are you not afhamed to fit in 
dgmcnt and he a blafphemer, condemning innoc 
homier. Well, Mr. Controller, you are faultlefs. 
Smith. My lord mayor, I require you in God's t 



r hath 



that I may have juftice. We be here to-day a great 
many innocents wrongfully accufed of herefy. And I 
require you, if you will riot fee.m to be partial, let me 
have no more favour at your hands, than the apoftle had 
at the hands of Feftus and Agrippa, who being heathens 
and infidels, gave him leave not only to fpeak for him- 
felf, but alfo heard the probation of his caufe. This 
require I at your hands, who being a chriftian judge, I 
hope will not deny me that right, which the heathen 
have fuffered: if you do, then fhall all this audience, 
yea, and the heathen, fpeak (hame of your fact. For all 
that do well come to the light, and they that do evil hate 
the light. Then the lord mayor hanging down his head, 
faid nothing, but the bifhop. told me, I fliould preach at- 
the ftake, and fo the lheriff cried with the bifhop, away 
with me. 

Then I came in before them four times, defi ring juf- 
tice, bur. could have none : and at length my friends 
required the fame with one voice, and could not have 
it ; fo we had fentence j and then being carried out, 
were brought in again, and received it feparately. But 
before the bifhop gave me fentence, he told me, in de- 
rifion of my brother Tankerfield, a tale. between a gen- 
tleman and his cook. To which I anfwered, My lord, . 
you fill the people's ears with fantafies and foolifh tales, 
and make a laughing matter at blood ; but if you were 
a true bifhop, you would leave thefe railing fentences, 
and fpeak the words of God. 

Bonner. Welt, I have offered to that naughty fellow, 
Mr. Speaker, your companion the cook, that my chan- 
cellor fliould here inflruct him, but he hath with great 
difdam refufed it. How fayeft thou, wilt thou have him 
inftruct thee, and lead thee into the right way ? 

Smith., My lord, if your chancellor will do me any 
good, and take any pains, as you fay, let him take mine 
articles in his hands, that you have objected againft me, 
and either prove one of them herefy, or any thing that 
you do to be good : and if he be able fo to do, I fland 
here with all my heart to hear him j if not, I have no 
need, I praife God, of his fermon : for I come to an- 
fwer for my life, and not to hear a fermon. 

Then began the fentence, " In the name of God," 
Sec. To which I anfwered, that he began in a wrong 
name, requiring of him, where he learned in fcripture to 
give fentence of death againft any man for his con- 
ference fake. To which he made no anfwer, but went 
forward to the end, and immediately cried, Away with 
him. Then I turned to the mayor, and faid, Is it not 
enough for you, my lord mayor, and you that are the 
lhcrifhs, that you have left the ftraight way of the Lord, 
but you muft condemn Chrift caufelefs? 

Bonner. Well, Mr. Controller, now you cannot fay, 
but 1 have offered you fair, to have inftruction. And 
now, 1 pray thee, call me Bloody Bifhop, and fay I 
feek ihy blood. 

Smith. Well, my lord, if neither I nor any- of this 
congregation do report the truth of your fact, yet fhall 
thefe ftones cry it out, rather than it fhall be hidden. 
Bonner. Away with him, away with him. 
IVoodrofc. Away with himj take him away. 
Smith. Well, good friends, you have feen and heard 
the great wrong that we have received this day, and you 
are all witnefles that we have defired the probation of 
our caufe by God's book, and it hath not been granted : 
bui we are condemned, and our caufe not heard. Nevcr- 
thelefs, my lord mayor, forafmuch as you have here exer- 
cifed God's fword caufelefs, and will not hear the right 
of the poor, 1 commit my caufe to Almighty God, who 
will judge all men according to right, before whom we 
fhall both ftand without authority; and there will I 
fland in the right, and have judgment, to your great 
contufion, except you repent, which the Lord grant you 
to do, if it be his will. And then 1 was with the reft of 
my brethren carried away to Newgate. 

While he was in prifon, he wrote fevcral letters to his 
friends, fome in verfe, and others in profe. A fpecimen 
of which follows. 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q^Mary, A.D. 1555.. 



LETTER I. 

THE God that givcth life and light, 
And leadeth into reft : 
That brcaketh bonds, and bringeth out 

The poor that are oppreft : 
And keepeth mercy for the meek, 

His treafure and his ftore : 
Incrcafe thy life in perfect love, 

Both now and evermore. 
That as thou haft begun to ground 

In faith and fervent love, 
Thou may'ft be made a mighty mount, 

That never may remove. 
That thine enfample may be fhew'd, 

Among all thine incrcafe ; 
That they may live and learn the like, 

And pafs their time in peace. 
Thy falutations that were fenr, 

1 heartily retain ; 
And fend thee feventy times as much, 

To thee and thine again. 
And now becaufe 1 know the gaol 

That thou doft moft defire ; 
I fend thee here a paper full, 

As fined in the fire. 
In hope thou wilt accept it well, 

Although it be but fmall j 
Becaufe 1 have no other good, 

To make amends withal. 
For all thy free and friendly facts, 

Which thy good will hath wrought, 
I fend thee furely for a fhift 

The thing that coft me nought. 
Abftain from all ungodlineis, 
In dread direct your days : 
Pollers not fin in any wife ; 

Beware of wicked ways. 
Hold faft your faith unfeignedly j 

Build as you have begun : 
And arm yourfelf in perfect faith, 

To do as ye have done : 
Lefl that the wicked make a mock 

At what ye take in hand, 
In leaving of the perfect rock, 

To build upon the fand. 
Beware of filthy pharifees, 

Their building is in blood : 
Eat not with them in any wife, 

Their leaven is not good. 
Their fait is all unfavpry : 
And under good intents 
'1 hey maintain all their knavery, 

And murder innocents. 
They feek to fit in Chrift his feat, 

And put him out of place : 
And make all means that may be made, 

His doings to deface. 
They keep him down with bills and bats, 

That made the blind to fee : 
They make a god ior mice and rats, 

And fay the fame is he. 
They look like fheep, and act like wolves, 

Their baits be ail for blood : 
They kill and flay the fimple fouls, 

And rob them of their good-. 
The dark illufions of the devil 
Have dimmed fo their eyes, 
That they cannot abide the truth 

To ftir in any wife. 
And it ye keep the perfect path, 

( As 1 have hope you do) 
Ye lhall be fure to have fuch fhame 

As they may put you to. 
Vor all that le,id a godly life, 

Shall furely flitter lofs: 
l.ikewifc the world will feek their fhame. 
And make them kifs the crofs. 



Ye fhall be killed all, faith Chrift : • 

Your forrows fhall not ceafe : 
And yet in your afflictions 
1 am your perfect peace. 
For in the world ye fhall have woe, 

Becaufe ye are unknown : 
Alfo becaufe ye hate the world, 
The world will love his own. 
Be fervent therefore to the death, 

Againft all their decrees : 
And God fhall furely fight for thee, 

Againft thine enemies. 
Commit your caufe unto' the Lord, 

Revenge not any ill ; 
And thou fhalt fee the wicked want, 

When thou fhalt have thy will. 
For all afflictions that may fall, 

That they can fay or do : 
They are not fure of all the wealth, 

That we attain unto. 
For I have fee n the finners fpread 

Their branches like a bay ; 
And yet ere one could turn his head, 

Were wither'd clean away. 
Beware that money make you not 

In riches to arife' 
Againft the goodnefs of the Lord, 

Among the worldly wife. 
For many mifchiefs.it hath made. 

That may not be exprefs'd : 
And many ills it hath begun, 

Which may not be redrefs'd. 
For money maketh many a one 

In riches to rebel, 
And he that maketh gold a god, 

He hath a foul to fell. 
It maketh kings to kill anil flay, 
And wafte their wits irk ^yar ; 
In leaving of the wolf at home, 

To hunt the fox afar. 
And where they fhould fee juftice done, 

And fet their realm in reft s 
By money they be made a means 

To fee the poor oppreft. 
It maketh lords obey the laws. 
That they do ill and naught ; 
It maketh bifhops fuck the blood, 

That God hath dearly bought. 
And where they fhould be faithful friends, 

And fathers to their flock, 
By money they do turn about, 

Ev'n like a weather-cock. 
The prieft doth make a money mean, 

To have again his whores, 
To put away his wedded wife, 
And children out of doors. 
It holdeth back the hufbandman, 

Which may not be forborn ; 
And will not fuffcr him to fow, 

And caft abroad his corn. 
In like cafe it doth let again, 

When that the feed they fow ; 
It choaketh up the corn again, 

So that it cannot grow. 
The hufband he would have a wife, .■■ 

With nobles new and old : 
The wife would have the hufband hang'd, 

That flie might have his gold. , 
It maketh murd'rers many a one, 

And beareth much with blood : 
The child would fee the parents {lain, 

To feize upon their good. . 
And though it be a bleffcd thing 

Created in the kind ; 
It is a ncceffary ill 

Annexed to the mind. 
For whofo playeth with the pitch, 
His fingers are defiPd ; 
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And he that maketh gold a god, 

Shall Curdy be beguil'd. 
Be friendly to the farherlefs, 

And all that are oppreft : 
Affift them always out of hand, 

And fee them fet at reft. 
In all your doings and your deeds, 

Let mercy frill remain ; 
For with the meafure that you mettj 

Shall ye be met again. 
Be always lowly in your life ; 

Let love enjoy her own : 
The higheft trees are feldom fure, 

And iooneft overthrown. 
The lions lack and fufferfore, 

In hunger and in thirft : 
And they that do opprefs the poof 

Continue ftill accurft. 
The bee is but a little beafi: 

In body or in iighr, 
And yet (he bringerh more increafe 

Then either crow or kite. 
Therefore beware in any wife 

Keep well your watch alway: 
Be fure of oil within your lamp; 

Let not your light decay. 
For death defpifcth them that lack, 

And hareth them that have; 
And treadeth down the rich and poor 

Together in the grave. 
■ .Exhort your children to be chafte, 

Rebuke them for their ill. 
And let them not ia any wife 

Be wedded to their will. 
Laugh nor with them, but keep them low 

Shew therh no merry chear, 
Left thou do weep with them alfo; 

But bring them Up in fear. 
And let your light and living fhine, 

That ye be not fufpected 
To have the fame within yourfelf, 

Fo « hich they are corrected. 
Be meek and modefr, in a mean 

Let all your deeds be done, 
Thar they which are without the law 

May fee how right ye run. 
Keep well the member in your mouth* 

Your tongue fee that ye tame; 
For out of little fparks of fire 

Proceedeth forth a flame. 
And as the poifon doth exprefs 

The nature of the toad ; 
Ev'n fo the tongue do manifeit 

The heart that feareth God. 
For therewith blefs we God above, 

And therewith curfe we men ; 
And thereby murders do arife, 

Through women now and then. 
And feeing God hath given a tongue, 

And put it under' power, 
The fureft way it is, to fet 

A hatch before the door. 
For God hath fet you in a feat 

Of double low degree ; 
Firft unto God, and then to man, 

A fubjecr. for to be. 
I write not that I fee in you 

Thefe things to be fufpected, 
But only fet before your face, 

How fin fliould be corrected. 
For flefli and blood I know ye are, 

As other women be; 
And if ye dwell in flefh and blood, 

There is infirmity. 
Receive a warning willingly, 

That to thy teeth is told : 
Account the gift of greater price 
Than if he gave thee gold. 
23. x 



A wife man will, faith Solomonj 

A warning foon embrace : 
A fool will fooner (as he faith). 

Be fmitten on the face. 
And as your members rriuft be dead 

From all things that are vain; 
Ev'n fo by baptifm ye are born 

To live with Chrift again. 
Thus farewell free and faithful friend { 

The Lord that is above 
Increafe in thee a perfect faith, 

And lead thee in his love. 
And as I pray with perfect love* 

And pour out bitter tears 
For you and all that are at large 

Abroad among the briers ; 
Ev'n fo I pray thee to prefer 

My perfqn and my bands, 
Unto the everlafting God 

That hath me in his hands. 
That I may pafs out of this pondj 

Wherein 1 am oppreft, 
Inclofed in a clod of clay, 

That here can have no reft. 
That as he hath begun in liie- 

His mercies many one, 
I may attain to overtake 

My brethren that are gone. 
That when the death fhall do his worft, 

Where he fhall point a place, 
I may be able like a man 

To look him in the face. 
For though he catch away my cloak, 

My body unto duft: 
Yet am I fure to have a foul, 

When death hath done his worft. 
And though I leave a little duft 

Diflblved without blood ; 
I fhall receive it fafe again, 

When God fhall fee it good. 
For my Redeemer I am fure 

Doth live for evermore, 
And fitteth high upon the heavens, 

For whom 1 hunger fore; 
Ev'n as the dear with deadly wounds' 

Efcaped from the fpoiJj 
Doth hafte by all the means he may 

To fcek unto the foil. 
Of whom I hope to have a crown, 

That always fhall remain j 
And to enjoy a perfect peace. 

For all my woe and pain. 
The God that givcth all increafe, 

And feeketh flill to fave, 
Abound in thee that perfect peace, 

Which I do hope to have. 
And I befecch the living God 

To hold thee in his hands, 
And wifh thee ev'n with all my heart, 

The blefiing of my bands ; 
Which I efteem of higher price 

Than pearl or precious ftone ; 
And fhall endure for evermore, 

When earthly things are gone. 

1 Letter II. is a poetical exhortation to his children ; 
and Letter III. another 10 his brother, reflecting the 
education of his daughter. 

LETTER IV. 

To all who love GOD unfeignedly, and intend to lead a 
GODLY LIFE according to his GOSPEL. 

GRACE and peace from God the Father, and from 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, Amen. 
! Be not afraid, moft dearly beloved in our Saviouj 
J Jefus Chrift, at thefe moft perilous days, wherein by 
3 VV the 
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the fufferanceof God, the prince of darknefs is broken 
loofe, and rageth in his members againfl: the elect of 
God with all cruelty, to fee up the kingdom of anti- 
chrift : againfl: whom fee that you be ftrong in faith, 
to refift his maft dcvilifh doctrine with the pure gofpel 
of God, arming yourfelves with patience, to abide 
whatfoever fhall be laid to your charge for the truth's 
fake, knowing that thereunto you be called, not only 
to believe in him, but alfo to fuffer for him. O 
how happy are you that in the fight of God are 
counted worthy to fuffer for the teftimony of Chrift! 
Quiet therefore yourfelves, O my loving brethren, and 
rejoice in him for whom you fuffer : for unto you do 
remain the unfpeakable joys, which neither the eye 
hath feen, nor the ear hath heard, neither the heart of 
man is able to comprehend in any wife. Be not afraid 
of bodily death, for your names are written in the 
book of life. And the prophets do record, that in 
the fight of the lord precious is the death of his 
faints. Watch therefore and pray, that you be not 
prevented in the day of temptation. Now cometh 
the day of your trial, wherein the waters rage, and 
the ftormy winds blow. Now fhall it appear whether 
you have built upon the fleeting fand, or upon the 
immoveable rock Chrift, which is the foundation of 
the apoffles and prophets : whereon every houfe that 
is built, growcth into an holy temple of the Lord, by 
the mighty working of the Holy Ghoft. Now ap- 
proacheth the day of your battle, wherein it is required 
that you (hew yourfelves ihe valient foldiers of Chrift 
Jefus, with the armour of God, that you may ftand 
fall againft the crafty affaults of the devil. Chrift is I 
your captain, and you be his foldiers, whofe cogni- 
zance is the crofs, to which he willingly humbled 
himfelf even unto death, and thereby fpoiled his ene- 
mies, and now he triumpheth over thein in the glory 
of his Father, making interceffion tor them that here I 
do remain to fuffer the afflictions that are to be ful- 1 
filled in his myftical body. 

It behoveth, therefore, every one that would be 
counted his fcholar, to take up his own crofs and 
lollow him, as you have him for example : and I aflbre 
you that he being on your fide," nothing {ball be able 
to prevail againlt you. And that he will be with you 
even to the world's end, you have his promife in 
Matth. xxviii. He will go forth with his hoft as a 
conqueror to make a conqueft. He is the man that 
litteth on the white horfe, crowned with immortality, 
and you brethren are his fellowfhip, whereof he is 
the head. He hath your heart in his hand, as a bow 
bent after his godly will ; he fhall direct the fame ac- 
cording to the riches of his glory, into all fpiritual 
and heavenly cogitations. He is faithful, and will 
not fuffer you to be further afiaiilted, than he will 
give you ftrength to overcome, and in the moft 
danger he will make a way that you may be able to 

Shrink not therefore, dear hearts, when you fhall 
be called to anfwer for the hope that is in you : for 
we have the Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, which 
was fent from the heavens to teach us : he fhall fpeak 
in us, he (hall ftrcngthen us: what is he then that 
fhall be able to confound us? Nay, what tyrant is he 
that now boafteth himfelf of his ftrength to do mif- 
chief, whom the Lord fhall not with the fame Spirit, 
by the mouth of his fervants, ftrike down to hell-fire? 
Yea, fuddenly will the Lord bring down the glory of 
the proud Philiftincs, by the hands of his fervant 
David. Their ftrength is in the fpearand fhield, but 
our help is in the name of the Lord, which made 
both heaven and earth. He is our buckler and wall, 
and a ftrong tower of defence. He is our God, and 
we are his people. He fhall bring the counfels of the 
ungodly to nought. He (hall lake them in their own 
net. He (hall deftroy them in their own inventions. 

Acquit yourfelves like men againfl the enemies of 
God in all humility of mind ; be ftrong in fpirit to 
acknowledge one God, one holy Saviour "jefus Chrift, 
one only, everlafting and fufficicnt facriiice for the 



remiffion of fins, even the precious body of the Lord 
Jefus once offered for all and for ever. Who now 
iitteth at the right hand of God, and from thence 
fhall he come to judge both the quick and the dead 
at the laft day ; and until that time occtrpieth the 
bltffed body none other place to dwell in, to be kept 
in, to be enclofed in, but only in the heavens, even 
in the glorious Majefty of God, perfonally abiding 
there in the flefh, not coming down from thence till 
the lait hour. And as he never ceafeth to be man, 
fo doth he never lofe the fimilitude of man ; his 
body there hath his lineaments, he leaveth them nor, 
fo hath that body there his highnefs, and fhrinkcth 
not, and his bodily fhape he altereth not at any time. 
He is, in that he took of the virgin Mary, a natural 
man in all conditions, except fin. 

And what hctookof hisbleffed mother, by the work- 
ing of the Holy Ghoft, he took it for ever, and will nor. 
exchange the fame for any other. He took the fhape 
of man with the fubftance of his manhood, in one 
facred womb. There were they two coupled toge- 
ther by the Holy Ghoft, never to be divided afundcr. 
He retaineth the one with the other infeparably. As 
lie will not alter the fubftance of his fleih into the fub- 
ftance of bread, no more will he alter the fhape of his 
body into the form of bread. There cannot be a 
greater abfurdity againft the truth, than to think that 
he would leave the fhape that he took in the virgin's 
womb, being an accident unto his manhood, and join 
unto the fame a wafer cake baked in an oven, or be- 
tween a pair of irons. As he is in heaven very man, 
bur only mediator between God and man, even the 
\ man Chrift Jefus, he it is that is the propitiation for 
I our fins. Be bold therefore, toconfefs this molt pure 
I and apoflolical doctrine; and alfo that all favour, 
j mercy, and forgivenefs cometh only by him. He 
only of God the Father was made for us all wifdom, 
rightcoufnefs, fandtification, and redemption. All 
thefe are the gifts of God the Father, freely given 
unto us by Chrift Jefus, God and man, through faith 
in his blood, and not by the merits of men ; gifts 
they are, I fay, freely given unto us of favour, with- 
out our defert, by believing and not by deferving. 
To this do the law and prophets witnefs. 

This doctrine have all the bleffed martyrs of Chrifl's 
church vvitneffed with their blood to be true. To this 
truth have all the confeiences of all true believers fub- 
feribed ever fince the afcenfion of Chrift. This 
witnefs is not of man, but of God. What better 
quarrel then can ye have to give your lives for, than 
the truth itfelf? That man that giveth his life for the 
truth, taketh the readieft way of life. He that hath 
the pope's curfe for the truth, is fure of Chrift's blcf- 
fing. Well then, my brethren, what fhall now hinder 
you from going forward as ye have begun ? Nay, rather 
run with the runners, that ye may obtain the ap- 
pointed glory. Hold on the right way, look not 
back; have the eye of your heart fixed upon God, and 
fo run, that ye may get hold of it. Call away all 
your worldly pelf, and worldly refpects, as the favour 
of friends, the fear of men, fenfual affection, refpect 
of perfons, honour, praife, fhame, rebuke, wealth, 
poverty, riches, lands, poffeffions, carnal fathers and 
mothers, wife and children, with the love of your 
ownfclves ; and in refpect of that heavenly treafure ye 
look for, let all thefe be denied, and utterly refufed of 
you, fo that in* no condition they do abate your zeal, 
or quench your love towards God. In this cafe make 
no account of then), but rather repute them as vile 
in comparifon of everlafting life. Away with them 
as thorns that choke the heavenly feed of the gofpel, 
where they be fuffered to grow. They are burdens of 
the Helh, which encumber the foul. Exchange them 
therefore for advantage. Doth not he gain, that 
findeth heavenly and immortal treafure, for earthly 
and corruptible riches ? Lofeth that man any thing, who 
is foifaken of his carnal father and mothcr,\vhen he is 
received of God the Father, to be his child and heir 
in Chrill? Heavenly for earthly, immortal for mortal, 
permanent 
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permanent for tranfitory, is infinite gain for a chriftian con- 
Therefore, as I began, I exhort you ih the Lord, not to be 
afraid. Shrink not, my brethren ; miftruft not God ; be of 
goad comfort ; rejoice in the Lord ; hold fad your faith, and 
continue to the end. Deny the world, and take up your crofs, 
and follow him who is your leader, and, is gone before. If you 
Suffer with him, you (hall reign with him. What way can you 
glorify the name of your heavenly Father better, than by dif- 
fering death for his Son's fake ? What a fpeflacle (hall it be to 
the world to behold fo godly a fellowfhip as you fervants of God, 
in fo jud a quarrel as the gofpel of Chrift is, with fo pure a con- 
science, fo (trong a faith, and fo lively a hope, to offer your- 
felves to fuffer mod cruel torments at the hands of God's ene- 
mies, and fo to end your days in peace, to receive in the refur- 
reftion of the righteous, life everlafling !. 

Be ftrong therefore in your battle : the Lord God is on your 
fide, and his truth is your caufe; and againft you be none but 
the enemies of the crofs of Chrift, as the ferpent and his feed, 
the dragon with his tail, the marked men of the beaft, the off- 
fpring of the pharifees, the congregation malignant, the gene- 
ration of vipers, murderers, as their father the devil hath been 
from the beginning. To conclude, fuch are they as the Lord 
God hath always abhorred, and in all ages refitted and over- 
thrown. God, from whom nothing is hid, knoweth what they 
are. He that fearcheth the hearts of men, hath found out them 
to be crafty, fubtle, full of poifon, proud, difdainful, ftiff- 
necked, devourers, raveners, and barkers againft the truth, 
(ilthy and (hamelefs : and therefore doth the Spirit of God, by 
the mouths of his holy prophets and apoftles, call them by the 
names of foxes, ferpents, cockatrices, lions, leopards, bulls, 
bears, wolves, dogs, fwine, beads, teaching us thereby to un- 
deriland, that their natural inclination is, to deceive, poifon, 
and deftroy (as much as in them lieth) the faithful and elect of 
God : but the Lord with his right arm (hall defend his little 
flock againft the whole rabblement of thefe worldlings, who 
have confpired againft him : he hath numbered all the hairs of 
his children's head, fo that one of them fhall not perilh without 
his fatherly will. He keepeth the fparrows, much more will 
he prefcrve them whom he hath purchafed with the blood of the 
immaculate Lamb. He will keep them unto the hour ap- 
pointed, wherein the name of God (hall be glorified in his faints. 
In the mean time let them work their wills, let them envy, let 
them malign, let them blafpheme, let them curfe, betray, whip, 
fcourge, hang and burn : for by there means God will try his 
cleft as gold in the furnace ; and by thefe fruits (hall they alfo 
bring themfelves to be known what they be, for all their iheep- 
fkins. For as he that in differing patiently for the gofpel of 
God, is thereby known to be of Chrift ; even fo is the parfe- 
cutor of him known to be a member of Antichrift. Befides 
•his, their extreme cruelty (hall be a means the fooner to pro- 
toke God to take pity upon his fervants, and to deftroy them 
that fo tyrannically treat his people ; as we may learn by the 
hiftones, as well in the bondage of Ifrael under Pharaoh in 
Egypt, as alfo in the raiferable captivity of Judah in Babylon • 
where, when the people of God were in molt extreme thrall 
dom, then did the Lord flretch forth his mighty power to de- 
liver his fervants. Though God for a time fuffer them to be 
exalted in their own pride, yet (hall they not efcape his ven- 
geance. They are his rods, and when he hath worn them to 
the (lumps, he will catl them into the fire ; this (hall be their 
final reward, in the mean while our duty is, patiently to 
abide the will of God, which worketh all things for the bell. 

Thus dealeth he with us, partly for our trial, partly alfo for 
our fins, which we mod grievoufly have committed to the great 
(lander of his gofpel, whereby the name of God was evil 
fpoken of among his enemies ; for which he now punifheth us 
with his fatherly correaions in this world, that we mould not 
be damned with the world. By this means he feeketh his 
fteep that were loft, to bring them home to the fold again. 
By this way feeketh he to reform us, that we may be like unto 
mm after the image of his Son Jefus Chrift, in all holinefs and 
nghteoufners before him. Finally, this way he ufeth hit godly 
wifdom, to make us thereby know him, and ourfelves in him, 
that aforetime had in a manner forgotten him, praifed be his 
name therefore. And as for thofe Balaamites who now moled 
"s, commit them to the hands of God, give him the vengeance, 
and he will reward them. Fall ye to prayer, and let thofe 
«lly-gods prate. For he is in heaven, and fteepeth not, that 
tepeth Ifrael. He is in heaven that made the feas calm, when 
"he difciples were afraid. Let us now faithfully call upon him, 
«nd he will hear us. Let us cry unto the Lord, for he is gra- 
cious and merciful. When we are in trouble, he is with us, 
Je will deliver us, and" he will glorify us. If we come unto 
tan, we (hall find him turned unto us. If we repent of eur 
ifickednefs done againft him, then (hall he takeaway the plaeue 
"at he hath devifed againft us. 

, Let us therefore earneftly repent, and bring forth the worthy 
Hits of repentance. Let us ftudy to be his, then (hall we not 
'red to fear what thefe hypocrites do againft us, who with their 
Jetended holinefs deceive the hearts of the fimple, and abufe 
lie authority of God in his princes, caufing them (by their 
"ocurement) to teltify their -ambitious prelacy, -and to ere£t up 
No. 24^ 
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mighty, for his Son Jefus thrift's fake, deliver the qu, 

or! ^« S 'wh n „ d ,h ' S hW C « hU S h - and L her realm fro " the' proud 
prelates, who are as profitable in the church of Chrift as a pole- 
it in the midft of a warren of conies. P 
I o conclude, my brethren, I commit vou to God , n H 
truth P ° W H- % "? !S r" 1 '- r hith !S aWe ^eftalliayou in ail 
o e m'inH?! 8 *' th y ° U ' and Work alwa X s y<= may 
be mindful of your dut.es towards him, whofe ye are both S 
and fou . Wfiorh fee that ye love, ferve, dread, and obey 
above all worldly powers, and for nothing under the heavens 
defile your confeience before God. Dillmble noV with rds 
word : s God will not be mocked, nay, they that dnTemb l" whh 
T^'L*;" 1 ^ T SU r Ch 1113,1 the Lord de "y. and™ft 
Zhl* .^T UCh * 1 ["*'•■«»=*■ two ^es in 'one hood; 
him tn y r h u kU °u n l™ th ; fueh as obftinateiy rebel againft 
r^H^"/ UCh, r Wlth ', h ^ r Packers, (hall the^Lord deftroy 
God defend vou from all fnrh. >nJ m ,u„ . r_n uc ' lr °y- 



r~ij?j'r Partakers, (hall the Lord delti 

God defend you from a fuch, and make you perfeft unto 
end. Your forrow (hall be turned into joy. . 

ROBERT SMITH. 



LETTER V. 
From Mr. ROBERT SMITH to bis WIFE, 
pHE God and Father eternal, who brought atain from 
L death our Lord jefus Chrift, keep thee, W wife, now 
„.d ever. Amen ; thy parents, and all thy friends. I praife 
God for his mercy, I am in the fame (late that vou left mein! 
rather better than worfe, looking daily for the living God/to? 
rf!^^ I . h ft n «!f rf,,,,ro, ?„f 0 W«'. and receivf the glory, 
of which I truft thou art w ling to be partaker I .iuf fiij 
mod tort, thanks therefore, delfring the'e of aujhingftod^d 
in that faith which thon haft received ; and let no man taV^ 
away the feed that Almighty God hath fown in thee, but lay 
hands on everlafling life which fhall ever abide, when both the 
earth and all earthly friends (hall perifh, defiring them alfo to 
recede thankful y our trouble which is momentary a nd gh 
and as St. PauUaith, not worthy to be compared , ■•' • • 



..uic w1111.11 is momentary and Iieht 
-. r « ™i laim, not worthy to be compared with thofe' 
things which God hath prepared for us; that we patiently c^! 
ry.ngour crofs, may attain to the place where our Savbw 
Chrift is gone before, to which I befeech God of his m "c v 
bring us fpeedily. I have been much troubled about youTde 7 
liverance, fearing much the perfuafions of worldlings, and have 
found a friend, who will (I truft) find a means for you, if vo ™ 
be not already provided, defiring you in any cafe to abide fuch 
order, as thofe my friends (Kail appoint in Jod. And bear weU 
in mind the words which I fpake at our parting, that as God 
:h found us, and alfo elefted us as wormy to TufFer fo? him 
may endeavour ourfelves to follow uprightly in this our vo! 
ion, defiring you to prefent my hearty commendations to aJl 
r friends, and efpecially to your parents, keeping your fen- 

whTu rn^rU'^r G ' Ve , "f hear *>' ,nanks «° «X «end, 
who is come to Windfor only for our caufe. Continue in 
prayer. Do well. Be faultlefs in all things. Beware of abo- 
minations. Keep yourfelf clean from fin. Pray for me as I 
do for you. I have fent you a piece of gold for a token, and 
mod mt, rely defire you to fend me word i? you lack any thing. 
g«e April y ° U y ° Ur ' S ' Amen - Fr0I ° N 4 
By your hufband here and in heaven, 

ROBERT SMITH, 

The f a'd L Robert Smith, the valiant and conftant 
martyr of Chrift, being thus replenished, as ye have 
heard, with the fortitude of God's Spirit, was con- 
demned at London by Bonner their bilhop on the 1 2 th 
day of July ; and fuffered at Uxbridge the 8th day of 
Auguft ; who as he had been before a comfortable in- 
ftrumerit of God to all them that were in prifoh with 
him j fo now alfo being at the ftake, he did no lefs 
comfort the people, there Handing about him, willing 
them to think well of his caufe, and not to doubt but 
that his body dying in that quarrel, Ihould rife again 
to life. And, faid he, I doubt not but God will fhew 
you fome token thereof. At length he being well nigh, 
half burnt, and all black with fire, cluttered together 
as m a lump like a black coal, all men thinking him for 
dead, fuddenly rofe upright before the people, lifting 
up the flumps of his arms, and clapping the fame to- 
gether, declaring a rejoicing heart unto them ; and fo 
bending down-again, and hanging over the fire, flept 
in the Lord, and ended this mortal life. 

3 X LET- 
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LETTER VI. " 
From Mr. SMITH to his WIFE. 
£EK firtt to love God, dear wife, with your whole heart, 
nd then (hall it be eafy to love your net ghbour. 
friendly to all creatures, and efpecially to your own 

always an enemy to the devil and the world, but efpecially 
to I V rh^ri"g fl of good things, join the ears of your head and 
he SeVk 8 unity'and q uietnerswi«h all men, but efpecially with 
your confeience for it will not be eaf.ly intreated. 
y Love all people, but efpecially your enemies. 

Hate the Ls that are paft, but efpecially -theft to ' ««£ 
Be as ready to further your enemy, as he is to hinder you, 
'^^^tat a ^ichCh^i M «hcl«n^ed, left his blood be 
"^b^Godhath hedged in your tongue with the 

he Tl^ltrt^nZ^my honour ; for without underftand- 
^ prayefant fafting, it I t. mare ; and alio poverty ail 

^ichUlike to a confuting fire, of which* 

irry fire in his bofom, 



is hard for 

the faints for Chrift's fake, and Chrift ftall 



1™Z thV So* . f f ■ Among all other pr ifon , 
ov/n foul, for it is inclofed ma perilous pnfon. 



fume him. For i 
and not be burnt. 

Shew mercy 
reward you for 

"Ttof«fy."S. Have m« tajlih co»- 

Aer, in the everlafting kingdom of God, which I go unto. 

Your hufband, 

ROBERT SMITH. 



If you 



t with m« again, 



Forfake not Chrift for any pain. 
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LETTER VII. 

From the SAME to the SAME, 
grace of Almighty God be always with you, and 
„Srt ftrenethen, and eftablifti you in all things, that 
T w Weffed win 6 you may follow'faithfully, whisho- 
my cS ana' Jour owi falvation, and the good ex- 

am ^We^erved e vour letter, and I praife God, without any 
i nave r j d> marvellous goodnefs had not 

danger: neverthelels i the keeper, there might have 

b -r 0 n g ^eat tZble upon tne fame. For you well know? George 
" *S£d man utterly without all fear of God; and if he 
had gotten it, the council would furely have feen it. But Peter, 
haa go«ei _^ m-jn n£Ver opened lt> Wherefore I defire you 
r letters be delivered at Chancery-lane 



end ' "y ha y nd ,ftB We^eTeVy ftraitly kept. 

? Neverthelefs, Almighty .God is always w.th 



apt, /praife 



God for his 



becaufe Tooley curfed" the pope at the gallows. They thought 
be our counfel. 

Your's, and ever your s, 

ROBERT SMITH. 

LETTER VIII. 

From the SAME to the SAME. 

GRACE, mercy, and peace from God the Father, and from 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, be with you, dear wife, now and 
ever, Amen, and prevent your ways through his holy Spirit, 
that you may efchew evil, to his honour, and your falvation; 
that they which fee your convcrfation may in all things learn to 
do the like, even to th 1 * fhame and confulion of the xv\rl/ 0 A 
and ungodly, Amen. 

I fent you by Mr. Alexander a purfe with money. I have 
certain tokens for you, feat by my feUow-prifoners to you, that 
is, from Mr. Haukes, 1 2d. trom Mr. Simpfon, I2d. from his 
wife 4d. from Mr. Watts, five new groats ; from Mr. Ardeley, 
I2d. from Mr. Bradford, I2d. which men are a" ~ 
death, except Mr. Bradford, who ftill remaineth. 
alfo gone to death Nicholas Chamberlain, Thomas Ofmoni, 
and William Bamford. There is alfo condemned this Monday, 
Dirick Carver, Thomas Ivefon, John Launder, and William 
Vaflay is reprieved. Pray God to have mercy on his people; 
and bid my brother, if he can conveniently, come down on 
Monday next ; if he cannot well do it, iet him bide at home. 
Commend me heartily to your parents. I have lent each of 
them a token, a bowed groat, and delire them for God's fake 
help us with their prayers. Have little Katharine in min 
Commend me to all good friends. Continue in prayer. £ 
ware of vanity. Let not God be dilhonoured in your convi 
fation, but like a good matron keep your vtlfel in holinefs. 
The peace of God remain with you for ever, Amen. 

My brother Ivefon fendeth to you a token, to your mother; 
token, and to Katharine a token, three pence. John * 
fendeth you a piece of Spanifh " ' 



, , , Father Her; 

penny piece. William Andrews fendeth a race of ginge 
I fend your mother one, and a nutmeg. 1 ' -' 1 



The two nutmegs that 
jur friends, I fend now, anc 
° - rc , Dt as a poor prifoner's gift, until God givt 
^S," Thomas Ive P fon flndeth you a penny I pray yoi 
™ w^thlnks for the fame, and Dirick alfo. I have fen 
fo^fTh t Uttle that I have, two pieces of Spanifh money Th, 
lord Jefus have you in his cuftody, and fend you good freed. 
Wnv cafe keep yourfelf clofe, I doubt much of your walkings. 
H^v^mY hearty commendations to your parents, and defire them 
■1 ™u to have me in their prayers. Be fervent in prayer, 
orav pra'y, that God would, of his mercy put up his fword, and 
K his oeople. Tell my brother, with commendations, 
ttat the next corner (hall bring up the epiftle arid exhortation 
I have written all this fortnight for. my lady, yea, and almoft 
J„„, ZZh n!! elfe. I would have fent himthe articles of WiU 
Kam Ftower! my talk with him if I could have delivered 
t ftom the prifon. Holy Ghoft keep you. I wrih you 

could make a means for your money, to fend a 



Your hufband, 

ROBERT SMITH. 

L E T T E R IX. 
From Mr. SMITH to his FRIEND. 



a cheefe to Peter, 



torTfmd' much kindnefs' at his hands. You (hall always hear 
^ me at Tankerfield's houfe. All the congregation falute you. 

F tteiSLy brother, fpoke with the perfon. There 
"is come a ftrift comrnajidment, that no man mutt come, to us, 



THE eternal God keep you i 
commendations to you arc 
Almighty God to preferve you in well-doing, 
knowledge of his Chrift, that you r ' 



and in perfe 
ly. be found faultlcfs l 
of the Lord. I have 'heard fay, that my friend 
given over to vanity ; it breaketh my heart not only 
that he fo doth, but alfo teacheth others that it is no c 
go fo all abominations, which now (land in the idols tetnpli 
neverthelefs, dear friend, be you not moved to follow (inner 
for they have no inheritance with God and Chrift. 
that by going into the idol temple, you defile not the templf 
God : for light hath no fellowship with darknefs. But Iouk, 
what the Lord hath commanded, that do. For if not going to 
church were without perfecution, they would not learn you that 
leflbn. But all things that are fweet to the flefh, are allowed of 
the flefhly. The Lord fhall reward every man according to his 
works, and he that leadeth into captivity, (hall go into cap- 
tivity ; and he that by the flefhly man is led in the flefn, (hall 
of the flefh reap corruption. The Lord Jefus give you his 



f have fent thee 
up in thy coffer, bi 

Seek peace and i 
heart, with all thy 



n epiftle i 



t to be laid 



Fear God, love God with all thy 
"oul, and with all thy ftrength. 
Thy friend, and all men's, in Chrift Jefii 
Scribbled in much hade from ROBERT SMI 

Newgate, May 12. 

ROBERT SMITH to all the faithful SERVANTS if 
CHRIST, exhorting them to be firmig under Perfecution. 

CONTENT thyfelf with patience, 
With Chrift to bear the crofs of pain, 
Which can and will thee rccompenfe, 
A thoufund fold with joys again. 

Let nothing caufe thy heart to quail, 
Launch out thy boat, haul up thy fail, 

Put from the fliore : 
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" MARTYRDOM of STEPHEN HARWOOD, 
* M and THOMAS FUST. 

ABOUT this time alfo died thefe two martyrs of 
God Stephen Harwood at Stratford, and Thomas 
V ft at Ware. Who, as they were burnt much about 
hr fmie time (though not at the fame place - ) with the 
aforefaid Robert Smith and George Tankerfield, fo 
were they likewife examined and openly condemned 
together with them ; and as the proceedings againft 
them all were alike, I thought it needlefs to repeat the 
fame; only there is one thing more to be added con- 
cerning Thomas Fuft, who at his laft appearance on the 
1 2th of July, being moved by the bifliop to revoke his 
opinion, anfwered thus: No, my lord, for no truth 
cometh out of your mouth, but all lies : you condemn 
•men, and will not hear the truth. Where can you find 
any anointing or greafing in God's book ? I fpeak no- 
thine but the truth, and I am certain chat it is the truth 
that I fpeak. This anfwer of Thomas Fuft only, I find 
noted by the regifter; and how unfaithful thefe regis- 
ters have been, (I mean in omitting thofe things that 
were moft worthy of note, in order to render the mar- 
tyrs ridiculous to the people) is very evident in many 
places of this hiftory. But to be fhort, when they had 
madctheir anfwers, both heand Stephen Harwood were, 
for their faithful pcrfevcrance, condemned together by 
the bifhop in hisaccuftomcd pity, to be burntas heretics, 
and fo (as you have heard before) they finifhed their 
martyrdom, the one at Stratford, and the other at Ware, 
in the month of Auguft, and year abovefaid. 

<Tbe MARTYRDOM of WILLIAM HALE, at 
BARNET. 

OFthe fame company withthofetcn before recorded, 
who were fent to bifhop Bonner by fir Nicholas 
Hare and other commiffioners, in the company of 
George Tankerfield and Robert Smith, was alfo Wil- 
liam Hale, of Thorp, in the county of EfTex, who like- 
wife being examined with the reft, the 12th of July, 
received with them alfo the fentence of condemnation; 
giving this exhortation withal to the lookers on: Ah, 
good people, faid he, beware of this idolater, and this 
Antichrift (pointing to the bifhop of London ) ; and fo 
he was delivered to the fherifFs to be burnt as an heretic, 
who fent him to Barnet, where about the latter end of 
Auguft he moft conftantly fealed up his faith with the 
confuming of his body by cruel fire, yielding his foul 
to the Lord Jefus, his only and moft fure Redeemer. 



An ACCOUNT of GEORGE KING, THOMAS 
LEYES, who died, and were buried in the Fields. 

MEntion was made before of ten perfons fent out of 
Newgate by Mr. Hare and other commiffioners. 
to be examined by Bonner, bifliop of London: of whom 
fix already have been executed in feveral places, as hath 
been (hewed; whofenamcs were ElizaberhWarn.George 
Tankerfield, Robert Smith, Stephen Harwood, Tho- 
mas Fuft, and William Hale. The other three, name- 
ly, George King, Thomas Leyes, and John Wade, fal- 
ling fick" in Lollard's Tower, were fo weak that they 
were removed into fundry houfes within the city of 
London, and there died, and were thrown out into the 
fields, and there buried in the night by fome of the 
faithful brethren, when none in the day time durft do 
it, Propter met urn Jud<eontm. The laft that remained 
°f this company aforefaid was Joan Layfh, or Layfh- 
ferd, the daughter-in-law of John Warn, and Elizabeth 
Warn, martyrs: but becaufe fhe was reprieved to ano- 
ther time, her ftory and martyrdom we will defer till 
'he month of January the next year following. 



An ACCOUNT of WILLIAM ANDREW. 
T'HE like catholic charity was alfo (hewed upon 
A William Andrew, of Horflcy, in the county of 



Effex, carpenter, Who was brought to Newgate the firft 
day of April, 1555, by John Motham, conftablc of 
Maiden in Effex'. The firft and principal promoter of 
him was the lord Rich, who fent him firft to prifon. 
Alfo fir Richard Southwell, knight, was another great 
enemy to him, as appeareth by a letter written by him 
to Bonner, which here followeth. 

A LETTER 

From Sir RICHARD SOUTHWELL to BONNER, 
Bishop of London. 

MAY it pleafe your lordfliip to underftand, that the lord 
Rich did about feven or eight weeks pad, fend up unto 
the council one William Andrew, 0/ Thorp, within the coun- 
ty of Effex, an arrogant heretic. Their pleafure was to com- 
mand me to commit him to Newgate, where he remaineth; 
and as I am informed, hath infected a number in that prifon 
vith his herefy. Your lordfhip (hall do very well if it pleafe 
•ou to convent him before you, and to take order with him as 
lis cafe doth require. I know the council meant to have writ 
herein unto your lordlhip, but by occafion of other bulinefs, 
the thing hath been omitted. Wherefore knowing their good 
pleafure, I did advife the keeper of Newgate to wait on you 
with thefe few lines. And fo referring the reft to your virtuous 
confideration, I remain your lordlhip's to command, June 1 2, 
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RICHARD SOUTHWELL. 



This William Andrew being twice examined before 
bifhop Bonner, there manfully ftood in defence of his 
religion. At length, by the fevere ufage he met with in 
Newgate prifon, he there loft his life, which otherwife 
would have been taken away by fire: and fo after the • 
popifh manner he was caft put into a field, and by 
night was privately buried by the h»nds of good men 
and faithful brethren. 



The MARTYRDOM of ROBERT SAMUEL, 
Minister of Barfold, in Sutfolk. 

MR. Fofter, ajuftice, dwelling at Cobdock, near 
. Ipfwich, in the county of Suffolk, being in con- 
tinual hatred againft the truth and the profeffors of the 
fame, his conftant ftudy night and day was how to 
bring thofe into thraldom and captivity, that were 
honeft and pioufiy inclined to religion ; but alfo what- 
focver they were that once came into his claws, could 
not eafily efcape without clog. of; confeience or Iofs of 
life, fo greedy was he of blood. Among many whom 
he had troubled, there was one Samuel, in king Ed- 
ward's days, a very godly and faithful preacher of God's 
word, who for his valiant and conftant behaviour in his 
fermons, feemeth worthy of high admiration. He was 
minifter at Barfold, in Suffolk, where he induftrioufly 
and fuccefsfully taught the flock which the Lord had 
committed to his charge, fo long as the time would naf- 
fer him to do his duty. 

At laft being removed from the miniftry, and put 
from his benefice, (as many other good paftors were) 
when he could not avoid the raging violence of the time, 
yet would he not give over his care that he had for his 
flock, but would teach them privily and by fteakh, 
when he could not openly do fo. At which time order 
was given by the queen; to be publifhed "by the com- 
miffioners, that all priefts which had been married in 
king Edward's, days, fhbuld put away their wives from 
them, and be compelled to return again to their chaftity 
and fingle life. This decree Mr. Samuel would not 
Hand to, becaufe he knew it to be manifeftly wicked and 
abominable; but determining with himfelf, that God's 
laws were not to be'broke for man'straditions.ftill kept 
his wife at Ipfwich, and gave his diligence in the mean 
lime to the inftru&ting of others which were about him, 
as occafion ferved. At laft Mr. Fofter having intelli- 
gence hereof, being a great doer in thpfe parts, fpared 
no time nor diligence, but quickly fent his fpies abroad, 
hying clofe wait for Mr. Samuel, that if he came home 
to his wife at any time, they might apprehend him, 
and carry him to prifon. 

1 In 
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In conclufion, when fuch as fhpuld betray him efpied 
him at home with his wife, they brought word to the 
officer, who came to the houfe, and befet it with _a great 
company, and fo took him m the mght-feafon becaufe 
thev durft not do it in the day-time for fear of trouble 
and tumult, although good Mr. Samuel did not with- 
ftand them at all, but meekly yielded himfelf into their 
hands of his own accord. When they had thus caught 
him, they put hinv into Ipfwich jail, where he pa- 
tiently fpent his time among his pious brethren, lo 
long as he was permitted to continue there. However, 
not long after, being taken from thence, he was carried 
(through the malice of the wicked fort) to Norwich, 
where Dr.Hopton, bifhopof thatdiocefe, andDr. Dun- 
nings, his chancellor, exerci fed great cruelty agamft 
him, as indeed they were men, in that time of perfec- 
tion, as had not their matches for cruel tormenting the 
bodies of the martyrs among all the reft; and especial- 
ly through the procuring of Dunnings. For although 
the others were (harp enough in their generation, yet 
would they be fatisfied with imprifonment and death, 
and could go no farther. Neither did I ever yet hear 
of any befides thefe, who fo far exceeded all bounds of 
pity and companion in tormenting their poor brethren, 
as this biftiopdid; in fuch fort, that many of them he 
perverted, and brought quite from the truth, and fome 
from their wits alfo. , • , • 

The biftiop therefore, or elfe his chancellor, thinking 
that he might as eafily prevail with Mr. Samuel, as he 
had done with the others before, kept him in a very 
cloft prifon at his firft coming, where he was chained 
bolt-up-right to a great poft, in fuch fort, that (land- 
ing only on tip-toe, he was fain to ftay up the whole 
poife or weight of his body thereby- And to make 
amends for the cruelty or pain that he fuffered, they 
added a far more grievous torment, keeping him with- 
out meat and drink, whereby he was unmercifully vexed 
through hunger and thirft; faving that he had every 
day allowed him two or three mouthfuls of bread, and 
three fpoonfuls of water, to the end rather that he might 
be referved to farther torment, than that they would 
preferve his life. O worthy conftancy of the martyr ! 
O pitilefs hearts of papifts, worthy to be complained 
of, and to be accufed before God and nature! O > the 
wonderful ftrength of Ghrift in his members ! Whofe 
hS? though it had been made of adamant ftone, 
would not have relented at the intolerable vexations 
and extreme pains above nature! How often woulti he 
tave drunk his own water , buthisbody was fo dried up 
with his long emptinefs, that he was not able to make 
0n Adaft,'whenhewasbroughtforthto be iburned which 
was but a trifle in comparifon of thofc pains that he had 
paffed, there were feveral that heard him declare what 
ftrange things had happened unto him during the tune 
of his imprifonment : to wit, that after he had been 
famiihed or pined with hunger two or three day. to- 
geTher, he then fell into a ^ep. as it were one half in a 
flumber, at which time one clad all in white feemed to 
Hand before him, which admimftered comfort unto him 
by thefe words: " Samuel, Samuel, be of &°o^r 
and take a good heart unto thee. For after this day 
:r be either hungry ' 



(halt thou never be either hungry or thirfty. Whi. 
came to pafs accordingly, for foon after he was burned 
andfrom P thattime tillhefufFered, he felt neither hunge, 
nor thirft. And this he declared, to the end as he faid, 
that all men might behold the wonderful works of God. 
M^thermattersconcernmg^ 
of Chrift in his afflidtions he could utter, he faid, be- 
fides this, but that fnamefacednefs ^ modefty would 
not fuffer him to utter it. And yet if it had pleated 
God I wifli he had been lefs modeft in that behalf, 
Pha^eCe and care that Chrift hath of hu > fervants 
might have the more appeared thereby unto us ,y ■ iucti 
prefent arguments, for the more plentiful comfort of 
the godly, though there be fufficient teftimomes of the 
fame in the holy fcriptures already. 

No lefs memorable it is, and worthy alfo to be noted, 
concerning the three ladders which he told to .divers, M 
faw in hisTleep fet up towards heaven; of which there 



fomewhat longer than the reft, but yet at length 
they became one, joining (as it were) all three together. 
This was a forewarning revealed unto him, declaring 
undoubtedly the martyrdom firft of himfelf, and from 
the death of two horteft women, who were brought 
forth and fuffered in the fame town not long after. 

As this pious martyr was going to the ftake, a certain 
maid came to him, and took him about the neck and 
killed him, which being marked by them that were 
prefent, was fought fpr the next day after to be had to 
prifon and burned, as the very party herfelf informed 
me : however, as God of his goodnefs would have it, 
ftie efcaped their fiery hands, keeping herfelf fecret in 
the town a good while after. But as this maid, called 
Rofe Nottingham, was marvelloufly prefcrved by the 
providence of God ; fo there were two other honeft wo. 
men that fell into the rage and fury of that time. The 
one was a brewer's wife, the other was a fhoemaker's 
wife, but both together now efpoufedtoanewhufband, 
Chrift. 

With thefe two this maid aforcfaid was very familiar 
and well acquainted, who on a time giving counfel r 0 
one of them, that (he fhould convey herfelf away while 
file had time and fpace, feeing (he could not away with 
the queen's proceedings; had this anfwer at her hands 
again: I know well, faith (he, that it is well enough 
to fly away, w hich remedy you may ufe if you pleafe. 
But my cafe flandeth otherwife. I am tied to an huf- 
band, and have befides young children at home ; and 
then I know not how my hufband, being a carnal man, 
will take my departure from him; therefore I am mind- 
ed, for the love of Chrift and his truth, to (land to the 
extremity of the matter. 

And fo the next day after Mr. Samuel fuffered, thefe 
_./o pious wives, the one named Anne Potten, the other 
Joan Trunchfield, wife of Michael Trunchfield, (hoc- 
maker of Ipfwich, were apprehended, and both had tc 
prifon together. Who, as they were both by fex and 
nature fomewhat tender, fo were they at firft lefs able to 
endure the ftraitnefs of the prifon, and efpecially the 
brewer's wife was caft into marvellous greatagonics and 
troubles of mind thereby. But Chrift beholding the 
weak infirmity of his fervant, did not fail to help het 
when (he was in this necefiity. So at length they both 
fuffered after Samuel, Feb. 19, 1556, as (hall be by 
God's grace declared hereafter. And thefe, no doubt 
were thofc two ladders, which being joined with the 
third, Samuel faw ftretched up into heaven. This 
bleffed Samuel, the fervant of Chrift, fuffered the 31ft 
of Auguft, 1555. 

The report goeth among fome that were there prefent, 
and faw him burn, that his body in burning did (hine 
as bright and white as new tried filver in the eyes of 
them that ftood by, as I am informed by fome that were 
there, and did behold the fight. 

LETTER I. 
From Mr. ROBERT SAMUEL, exhorting to the point 
Suffering of Afflidlionfor the Caufe of Chrift. 

A Man knoweth not his time ; but as the fi(h is taken with 
the angle, and as the birds are caught with a mare, (o are 
men caught and taken in the perilous time when it cometh upon 
them. The time cometh ; the day draweth near, tzekielvn. 
Better it were to die (as the preacher faith) than to live and i i« 
the miferable works which are done under the fun; fuch Gul- 
den and ftrange mutation, luch woeful, heinous, and lamenta- 
ble divifions fo faft approach, and none, or very few, thoroughly 
repent. Alas, for this flnful nation, a people of great iniquity 
and feed of ungracioufnefs, corrupting their ways. They have 
forfaken- the Lord, they have provoked the Ho y One 
of Ifrael to anger, and are gone backward. Who iiovr 
livcth not in fuch fecurity and reft, as though all dangers were 
clean overpaft ? Who now blindeth and buffeteth not Cnntt, 
which feetl. me, and feeth me not ? Yea, who jhveth not no" 
in fuch felicity, worldly pleafures and joys, wholly fecking tne 
wo rid, providing, and craftily drifting /or the earthly cUand 
carnal appetites, as though fin were clean forgotten, overthrown 
and devoured? Like hogg.ft. Gergel.tes, now are we more 
afraid and aftiamed of Chrift our Meffiah, fearing °' 
our filthy pigs, I . mean our tranfuory goods and difqmeung 
our finful and mortal bodies in this ftiort, uncertain, and nufcra 
Me life, than of a legion of devils, reducing and driving *■ 
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from hearing, reading, and" believing Chrid, God's eternal 
Son, and his word, the power to lave our fouls, unto vanities, 
lies,' and fables, and to this bewitching world. 

<j perilous abundance of goods, too much faturity of meats, 
wealth and quiethefs, which deltroyed with fo many fouls, 
thofe goodly cities, Sodom and Gomorrah ! Jeroboam, fo long 
as he was but a poor man, not yet advanced to his dignity, 
lived in the laws of God, and without reprchenfioh ; but 
brought once to wealth and a profperous ftate, he became a 
wicked and molt fhameful idolator. And what made the co- 
vetous young man io loti >follo\ ( hrift, whc, he was bid- 
den to forfake the worldly wealth which he then enjoyed ?■ 
Woe be unto thefe falfe allulions of the world, baits of perdi- 
tion, hooks of the devil, which have fo fhamefully deceived and 
feduccd lull many from the right path unto the Lord, into the 
highways of confufion and perpetual perdition. 

VVe might now worthily, dear chriltians, lament and bewail 
our heavy ftate, miferable condition, and forrowful chance : 
yea, 1 fay, we might well accufe ourfelves, and with Job curfe 
tliele our turbulent, wicked, and bloody lad days of this 
world, were it not that we both fee and believe, and find in 
God's facred book, that God hath referved a remnant in all 
ages, I mean the faithful, as many as have been from the begin- 
ning of the world exerc'ifed, whetted, and polifhed with divers 
afflictions, troubles, and toffings; cart and dathed againft all 
peril and dangers, as the very drofs and out-cads of the earth, 
and yet will in no wife halt between God and Baal ; for God 
verily abhorreth two men in one ; he cannot away with them 
that are between both, but cadeth them away as a filthy vomit. 
Chrilt will net part fpoil with hii mortal enemy the devil ; he 
will have all, or lofe all : he will not permit the devil to have' 
the fcrviceof the body, and he to ftand contented with the heart' 
and mind : but " He will be glorified both in your bodies 
and in your fpirits; which are his," as Saint Paul faith, I Cor. 
vi. For he hath made all, bought all, and dearly paid for all, 
as St. Peter faith; « With his own immaculate body hath he 
clean difeharged your bodies from fin, death, and hell, and 
with his mod precious blood paid y,our ranfom and full price 
Once for all and for ever." 

Now what harm, I pray you, or what lofs fuftain you by 
this? Why are you, O vain men, more afraid of Jefus your 
gentle Saviour, and his gofpel of falvation, than of a legion of 
cruel devils, ■ going about with lalfe delulions utterly to deftroy 
both your fouls and bodies ! Think you to be more fure than 
under your captain, Chrid ? Do you promife yourfelves to be 
more quiet in Satan's fervice, than in Ghrid's religion r Edeem 
you more thefe tranfitory and pernicious pleafures, than God 
and all his heavenly treafuresr O palpable darknefs, horrible 
madnefs, and wilful blindnefs, without comparifon, too much 
to be fuffcred any longer 1 We fee and will not fee ; we know 
and will not know ; yea, we fmart and will not feel, and that 
our confeience well knoweth. O miferable and brainlefs fouls; 
which would for foolifh pleafures and flippcry wealth lofe the 
royal kingdom and permanent joys of God, with the everlaftint; 
glory which he hath prepared for them that truly love him, and 
renounce the world. The children of the' world live in pleafure 
and wealth ; and the devil, who is their god, and prince of this 
world, keepeth their wealth which is proper unto them, and 
letteth them enjoy it. But let us, which be of Chrid, feek 
and inquire for heavenly things, which by God's promife and 
mercy in Chrid ihall be peculiar unto us. Let, I fay, the 
Cretians, and Epicures, and fuch other bcaftly Belialsand carnal 
people, delight in things that be pleafant for the body, and do 
appertain to this tranfitory life : " Yet (hall they once (as the 
kingly prophet faith) runabout the city of God, to and fro, 
howling likedogs, defiringone fcrap of the joys of God's elea," 
but all too late, as the rich glutton did. 

Let us therefore follow thofe things that do pertain to the 
Spirit, and are celedial. " We mud be here (faith St. Paul; 
not as inhabiters, and home-dealers, but as drangers ;" not as 
ftrangers only, but after the mind of Paul, as painful foldiers 
appointed by our governor, to fight againft the governor of 
darknefs of this world, againd fpiritual craftinefs in heavenly 
things. The time is come ; we mud to it ; the judgment mud 
begin fird at the houfe of God. Began they not fird with the 
green and fappy tree } And what followed ■ then on the dry 
branches ? Jeremy, fpeaking in the perfonof God, faith, " In 
toe city wherein my name is invocated, will I begin topunifh :'* 
but as for you (meaning the wicked), (hall you be as innocents, 
and not once touched i Nay, the dregs of God's wrath, the 
bottom of all forrows, are referved unto them in the end : but 
God's houfhold fhall drink the flower of the cup of his mercy. 
And therefore let us fay with Ezechias, " Play the men and 
•brink not : let us comfort ourfelves, for the Lord is with us, 
our helper, and fighteth for us. The Lord is (faith he) with 
you, when you be with him ; and when you feek him, he will " 
be found of you : and again, when you forfake him, he will 
forfake you." 

Wherefore we ought not to be difmayed, or difcourage our- 
felves, but rather to be of good comfort: not to be fad, but 
Berry, not forrowful, but joyful, in that God of his goodnefs 
Will vouchfafe to take us as his beloved children, to fubdue 
ourfinful lufts, our wretched flefli and blood unto his glory, 
No. 24. 



the promoting of his holy word, and edifying of his church 
What if the earthly houfe of this our habTtation (St. P.ul 
meaning the body) be dedroyed ? We know affi.redly we fhall 
have a building not made with hands, but everlafting in heaven, 
with Inch joys as faith taketh not, hope toucheth not. and 
charity apprehendeth not. They pafs all delires and willies 
(rotten they may be by Chrid, edeemed they cannot be' 
Wherefore the more arrlidlion and perfection the word of God 
bringeth, the more felicity and greater joy abideth in heaven. 
But the worldly peace, 'idle eafe, wealthy pleafure, and this 
prefent and plealant tranfitory life and felicity, which the un- 
godly foolifllly imagine to procure unto themfelves by perfecu- 
ting and thruding away the gofpel, fhall turn unto their own 
trouble, and at lad unto horrible detractions and mutations of 
realms ami countries ; and after this life, if they repent not 
unto their perpetual infelicity, perdition, ai d. damnation For 
they had rather, with Nabal'and Ids temporal pleafures, defcend 
to the devil, than With Chrid and his bodily troub'cs al'ecncl 
unto the kingdom of God his Father. "But u, 
faith the Pfalmift, •« comprehended! them not, n, idler ,!„,h ,L ' 
fo , '» underfta d tl ha. t bloody perlecun, s 

grow up and fiourifh like the flower and grafs in the Held But 
unto this end do they fo flourifli, that they might be cut down 
and cad into the fire for ever. For as Job faith, -Xir joy 
ladeth but the twinkling of an eye," and death fhall lie gnawing 
upon them as doth' the flock upon the palture : vea. the rr,,M 
worm, late repentance, Mark faith) fhall 



iting, and accufing their v 



; gnawing. 



Let us therefore (good chriflians) be conftant in obeying God 
rather than men, jVor although they flay our finful b,i nV? f,,., 
rather our deadly enemies) for God's verity; yet they carPot 
do it, but by God's fufferance and good will, to his praife and 
honour, and to our eternal joy and felicity. For our blood, died 
for the gofpel, fliall preach' it with more fruit, and greater fur 
therance, than did our mouths, lives I \vi , did the 

blood of Abel, Stephen, with many others. What 'though they 
laugh Chrid and h,s word to fcorn, who fit in the chair of per- 
verle pedllent fcorners. To whom, as to the wil mil s of 
the world, the gofpel of Chrid is but f ,ll „ , " [ 

the Jews a dander ami a ftumbling done, whereat they now 
being fallen, have provoked the wrath and vengeance of God 

Thefe arc the days of vengeance, faith Luke, that all thines 
written may be fulfilled. And furely it tin I be :i 1 V than I 
huge dorm of evils that fhall come upon tis, becaute that a lono- 
and obdihate nldlicioufn f us hath got re cryin^ in 

the ears of the Lord God of hods, vn ly times ml fo 

many ways have been provoked w.tn fh unlpca I I iches of 
Ins goodnefs, his patience, and long- fullering, to amendment, 
and have neverthelefs contemned the fame, and proceeded for 
ward tc 1 worfe and worfe, provoking and flirting the prefence of 
God's Majelly to anger. or 1 

Now, therefore; faith God by the mouth of his prophet « I 
will come unto thee, and 1 will fend my wrath upon th e " 
upon thee, 1 fay, .O England, and punilh thee according tathv 
ways, and reward thee after all thine abominations. Thou 
had kindled the fire of God's wrath, and had dirred up the coals 
For thou waft once enlightened, and hadd tailed of the heaveniy 
gift, and waft become partaker of the Holy Ghod, and hadft 
talted of the good word of God: yea, it is yet in thy mouth faith 
the prophet. Alas! O England, thou kneweft thy Lord and 
Mader s will, but didft not do it ; thou mult therefore, faith 
he, differ many ftripes, and many fharp ftrokes, and walk hi the 
glittering and hot flame of thineown fire, and on the coals that 
thou haft kindled. This Cometh to thee from my hand, faith 
the Lord, namely, that thou (halt deep in forrowand in bitter- 
nefs. The plain truth telleth the tale, the immutable juftice of 
the ever-living God, and the ordinary courfe of his plagues from 
the beginning cohfirmeth the fame. The joy of our heart, faith 
Jeremy, is gone, our glory is fallen away, our merry finp'in.' is 
turned into mourning, the garland of our head is fallen : alas « 
that ever we finned fo fore ! 

Let all the wicked enemies of Chrid, and all the unbelievers 
look te be tormented and vexed with all hellifh furies, and clean 
without hope of God's accounting day, who know not God in 
Chrid to be their very righteoufnefs, their life, their only falva- 
tion and alone Saviour, nor believe in him. They mult, as S> 
John faith, needs abide and pcrifh with their fins in death ard 
in eternal damnation. But we be the children of faints, as the 
elder Toby did anfwer, and look for another life, which God 
fhall give to all them who change not their faith, and fhrink net 
from him. Rejoice therefore, ye chridian affliaed brethren, 
for they cannot take our fouls and bodies out of the hands of the 
Almighty, which be kept as in the bofom of our mod fweet and 
loving Father:' and if we abide fad in Chrift, and turn not 



them, they hearken unto" me, and to no ftrangers, : 
them everl'ading life ; for they fhall not be loft, and no man 
(hall pluck them out of my hands:" no nor yet this flattering 
world with all his vain pleafures, nor any tyrant with his great 
threats and duut brags can once move them out of the way of 
3 ^ eternal 
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eternal life. What ciinfolatioti and comfort can we havemore 
pleafantaud cficdhial than this: God is on our fide, ami fighteth 
torus ; lie fuffereth, he fmartcth, and is afftiaed with us. .As 
the world can do nothing againft his might, neither in taking 
awav or diminiihing from his glory, nor putting h'rm from his 
cclcitial throne; fo "neither can il hurt any one of his children 
without hisgood will. For we are members of hie body, ofhis 
rlefb, and ofhis bones, and as dear to him as the apple of his 
eye.. 

Let us therefore with an earned faith by fait hold on- the pro- 
mi-fes in the gofpe-1, and let up not be feparated from the brae 
by any temptation, tribulation, or perfecution. Let us conlidcr 
the verity ot God to be invincible, inviolable, and immutable-, 
promifing and giving us, his faithful ioldiers, lite eternal, it is 
he only that hath deferral it for us : it is his only benefit, and 
of his only mere mercy, and unto him only mud we render 
thanks. Let not therefore the vain fantalies and dreams of 
men, and foolilh gaudy toys of the world, nor the crafty delu» 
fions of the devil, drive and feparate us from our hope of the 
crown of righteoufnefs that is laid up in (lore for us againft tit;; 
laft day. O that happy and joyful day. I mean to the" faithful, 
when Chrift by his covenant fhall grant and give unto them 
that overcome, and keep, his words to the end, that they may 

11 t in vith him, as I 1 

the throne with his Father. The fame body anil foul that is 
Slow with Chrift afflicted, (hall then with Chrift be glorified : 
now in the butcher's hands, as fhecp appointed to die ; then 
filling at God's table with Chnll in his kingdom, as God's ho- 
nourable and dear children ; where we (hall have heavenly 

icl i \ j i t 

the gl i I, for hunger ai i I 1 j 1 

life eternal' for 'bodily death. Ohapuy previous fouls ! O pre- 
cious death and evermore blelfed, risdn dear in the eyes of 
God-; to you the fpring of" the Lor-.! liiall ever be flourishing. 
Then, fas faith Ifaiah) " The redcomod lhall return ami come 
again into- Ston, praifmg the Lord, and eternal mercies hull 
be over their heads : and- they fhall obtain mirth and fohtce ; 
furrow and tyoe fhall be utterly vanquilhcd." Yea* I am he, 
faith the Lord, that in all things givcth yon cverlafiing con fil- 
iation. To whom with the "Father and the Holy Ghoft, be 
glory and praife for ever, Amen.. 

ROBERT SAMUEL. 

LETTER II. 

From Mr. ROBERT SAMUEL, to the Christian 
Congregation, tabereiuhe dectaveth the CONFES- 
SION ofhis FAITH, 

CONSIDERING with myfelf thefc perilous times,, perifning 
days, and the unconltant ftatc of man, the decay of 
our faith, the linifter rcporr and lalle dander of God's mail holy 
word, thefe urgent caufes in confcicnce do conftrain me to 
acknowledge and confefs my faith and meaning in Chrift's holy 
religion, as St. Peter tcacheth me, faying, " Be ready always 
to give an anfvver to every man that afketh you a reafon of the 
hope that is in you, and that with meeknefs and fear, having a 
good confcicnce, that when they back-bite you as evil-doers, 
they may be afhamed, forafmuch they have falfSy acenfed your 
good convcrfation in Chrift. 

As- touching my doctrine, for that little talent that God hath 
given mo, God I take to record, mine own confcicnce and mine 
auditory knoweth, that I neither in doctrine nor manners wil- 
lingly taught any other thing than I received of the holy patri- 
archs, prophets, Chrift,. and his apoftles. For it were not only 
fin, but alfo the very part of a curfed mifcreaut, to deny, be- 
lie, or betray the innocency of that heavenly doctrine, or to 
beafh-amed to confefs and ftand to the defence of the fame ; fee- 
ing that Chri la! i th his m ] i >lood, and ill 
good men have more efteemed the true and infallible word of 
God, than all this tranfftory world, or ttleir own mortal lives. 
And I believe this doctrine of the patriarchs, prophets, Chrift, 
and his apoftles, to be fufficient and abfolutely neceffary to in- 
ftruct and teach me, and all the' holy church, of our city to- 
wards God, the magiftrates, and our neighbours. 

Firlt, and principally, I do affiiredly believe, wi thout doubt- 
ing, that there is one Deity, or Divine Ellence, nod Infinite 
Snbitance; which is both called-, and is indeed, God Everlafting, 
nnbodil'y, unpartable, unmeafurable in power, wifdom, and good- 
;ie( the mal an ' [ r< ' - ol II thi , as \ ible as in 

visible ; and yet there be three 'diltinct perfons, all of one God- 
head, or Divine Being, and all of one power, coequal, confub- 
ftantial, coeternal, the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghoft. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, &c. As touching 
God the Father of heaven, I believe as much as holy fcripture 
tcacheth me to believe. The Father is the firlt perfon in the 
Trinity, firlt caufe of our falvation, who hath blelfed us with 
all manner of bleftings in heavenly things by Chrift, who hath 
chofen us before the foundations of the world were laid, that 
we fhould be holy and without blame before him ; who hath 
pretleftinated and ordained us to be his children of adoption, 
through Chrift Jefus ; ia. him, as it is faid > we live, we move, 



And in Jefus Chrift our Lord. I believe that the Word, that 
the Son of God, the fecond perfon in the Trinity, did tjj.- e 
man's nature in the womb of the blelfed virgin Mary : f 0 
that there be in him two natures, a divine nature and an humarj 
nature, in the unity of one perfon infcparable, conjoined in one 
Chrift, truly God, and truly man, the exprefs and perfect 
image of the invilible God, wherein the will of God the Fa- 
ther apparently fhineth, and wherein man, as it were in agl a f s ~ 
' hold what he ought to do, that he may pleafe God the 



father. 



fied, 



lof t; 



again i 



o li. 



fins of the whole generation, of mankind. For all the works 
merits, defervings, doings, and obedience of man towards 
God, although they be done by the Spirit of God, in the gract 
oi'God, yet being thus done, be of no validity, worthinefs, nor 
merit before God, except God for his mercy and grace ac- 
count them worthy for the tl id merit, of Fi-Cn- 
Chrift. J ' 
The fame Chrift went down to the htils, and 
tl i y and affended into th I 
might th i i il have dominion over all 



■nlv rofe 
that he 



■e fhall 



!, See.. 



I believe in the Holy Ghoft, coequal with God the Father 
and the Son, and proceeding from them both ; by whole vir- 
tue, Itren >th, nd oj t n, the t c the i \ 
h nmunion I iociety id , and final! t i 

verity, and kept from all power of fin. Which church is f :lnc . 
lif ' hah 1 1 hi' . l i i 

Lord Jefus Chrift-; which hath alfo her fign and mark, that 

riiia church alio Is' the iKHifeofG^' 
ly body of Chrift, a church both in 



Chrift, a 



deed. 



I believe the remiffion of fins, by the onlv mean 
of Chtift's death and paflion ; who is made unto 
that only facrilicc and oblation offered once for all, 



if God, 



for them that be fanctificd. 

I believe the refurrection of the body, wherebv in the lad day 
all men lhall rif a , in fro n di ill , the fools j „ „ d . i to t! ■ 
bodies, the good to everlafting life, the wicked to everlafting 
pain and pan, inn, mi. And nothing may more certainly cfta- 
hi ! 1 n r fa h, that w i'i 1 imm 

in body and fcul, than the refurrection of our Saviour, and the 
lint fruits of tin- dead. Now that Chrift on- i i ifen we 
being his body and members mult follow the head. Death, 
hell, and fin, cannot feparate or pluck us from him. For asdic 
Son cannot be divided nor feparated from the Father, nor the 
H.n'v Ghoft from them both,, no more may we, being the faith- 
ful members of Chrift, be feparated from Chrift. And for a 
confirmation of our reairrecrlion, Chrift would be feen after his 
rcfurrcclion in his moit glorious body, his wounds being handled, 
and fetr, fpeni nig do liing, iml c , and drinking, &c. 
We look (faith St. Paul r CI ^ i rf who lhall 

change our vile bodies, and conform them to his glorious boily 
by the fame power and virtue, whereby lie is d , fu i I* 
things ; even like as the grain of wheat fovvn in the ground is 
firlt putrified and brought, as it were, to nothing, yet after that 
it fpringctli up afrefh with a more goodly colour, form, and 
beauty, than it had' before.. The body is fown in corruption, anil 
rifeth in incorruplion ; it ; s fown in difhonour, and rifeth in 
glory. 

Thus I verily know,, and alTuredly believe the refurrection of 
om- bodies, and to have life eternal by Chrift, and for Chrilfr, 
fake. Verily, verily, I fay unto you, faith Chrift, he that hear- 
eth my word, and believeth on him that fent me, hath everlaft- 
ing life, and fhall not come into damnation, but is efcaped from 
death to life. It is Chrift that once died for our fins, and is ri- 
fen again, never more to die : it is he that fwalloweth up death, 
and hath cafi it under his feet for ever. What now can death 
do unto us? Verily nothing elfe, but for a little time feparate 
our precious fouls from our wretched bodies, that divine fnli- 
flance from a mafs of fin, that eternal life from a body of death, 
and fo fend our fouls out of this miferablc, wretched, and frr- 
rowful life, cumbered with all calamities, unto that molt Welled 
felicity and joys eternal. 

As concerning the holy and reverend facraments oi ( ri 
church, which are two in number, the facramcnt of baptifm^ 
and the fupper of the Lord; I believe them to be as St. Paul 
calleth them, confirmations or feals of God's promifes, which 
have added to them a promife of grace ; and therefore they arc 
called vifible figns of invifible grace. 

" The facramcnt of baptifm is a mark of Chrift's church, a ' ' 



: confirn 



e grac 



and favo 



God, for Chrift's fake. For his innocency, "his rightec 
his holinefs, hisjuftice, isour's, given us of God, and om 
and unrighteoufnefo, by his obedience and abating of himfelf 
to the death of the crofs, are his, whereof baptifm "is the (igr, 
feat, and confirmation. 

Baptifm is alfo a fign of repentance, to reft ify that we are born 
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to the waves of perils, and changes of life, to the intent th; 
we mould die continually, as long as we live from fin, and ril 
again like new men unto righteou'friefs, Rom. vi. 

The other facrament, which is the flipper of our Savioi: 
Chrift, whereby the" church of Chrift is known, I believe to t 
3 remembrance of Chrift's death and paflion, a feal and confu 
iriation of his mod precious body given unto death, even to th 
vile death of the crdfs, wherewith we are redeemed and deli- 
vered from fin, death, hell, and damnation. It is a vifible 
word, becaufe it worketh the fame thing in the eyes, which the 
word worketh in the ears. For like as the word is a means tc 
the ears, whereby the Holy Ghoft moveth the heart to believe, 
Rom. x. fo this facrament is a means to the eyes, whereby the 
Holy Ghoft moveth the heart to believe : it preacheth peace be- 
tween God and man ; it exhorteth to mutual love and all godly 
life, and teacheth to contemn the world for the life to come, 
when as Chrift mall appear, which is now in heaven, and no 
where clfe as concerning his human body. 

Yet do I believe alfureflly, that his very body is prefent in his 
moft holy flipper at the contemplation of our fpiritual eyes, and 
fo verily eaten with the mouth of our faith. For as foon as 1 
hear thefe mod comfortable and heavenly words fpoke and pro- 
nounced by the mouth of the minifter : " This is my body which 
is given for you :" when I hear (I fay) this heavenly harmony 
of God's infallible promifes and truth ; J look not upon, nei- 
ther do I behold bread and wine ; for I take and believe the 
words limply and plainly, even as Chrift fpake them. For 
hearing thefe words, my fenfes be wrapt and utterly excluded 1 ; 
for faith wholly taketh place, and not flefh, nor carnal imagina- 
tions of our grofs, flefhly, and unreverent eating after the man- 
ner of our bodily food, which profiteth nothing at all, as Chrift 
v/itnefleth, John vi. but with a forrowftil and wounded confid- 
ence, an hungry and thirfly foul, a pure and faithful mind do 
fully embrace, behold, and feed, and look upon that molt glo- 
rious body of Chrift in heaven, at the right hand of God the 
Father, very God and very man, which was crucified and flain, 
an 1 his blood Iheil foe our fins, there now linking intercelfion, 
entering and giving his holy body for me, for my body, for my 
ranfom, for my full- price and fatisfaction, who is my Chrift, 
and all that ever he hath ; and by this fpiritual and faithful eat- 
ing of this lively and heavenly bread, 1 feel the moft fweet fap 
and tarte of the fruits, benefits, and unfpeakable joys of Chrift's 
death anil paflion, fully digefted into the bowels of my foul. 
For my mmd is quieted from all worldly adverfities, turmoil- 
ings, and troubles, my confeience is pacified from fin, death, 
hell, and damnation ; my foul is full, and hath even enough, 
and defires no more ; for all things are but lofs, vile dung, drofi, 
and vain vanity, for the excellent knowledge fake of Chrift Je- 
fus, my Lord and Saviour. 

Thus now is Chrift's flefh my very meat indeed, and his 
blond my very drink indeed, and I am become flefh of his flefh, 
nnd bone of his bones. Now I live, yet not I, but Chrift 
liveth in me ; for through faith in Chrift, and for Chrift's fake 
we arc one, that is, of one confent, mind and fellowfhip, with 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. John xvii. Thus I 
JTored and fully perfuaded, and on this rock have I built, 



the righteous and juft judge, who will another day judge thefe 
debates and controverfies ; whom I humbly befeech to caft his 
tender and merciful eyes upon the afflicted and ruinous churches, 
and Ihortly to reduce them into godly and perpetual concord, 
Amen. .... 

Thus do I believe, and thus is my faith and my underftand- 
ing in Chrift my Saviour, and his true and holy religion. And 
this whofoever is afliamed to do among this adulterous and fin- 
W generation, of him ftiall the Son of man be afhamed, when 
/ie corneth in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

ROBERT SAMUEL. 



An ACCOUNT a/ WILLIAM ALLEN, Martyr. 
jM'OW after the fuffering of Robert Samuel, about 
the beginning of September, William. Allen was 
burnt in Walfingham, a labouring man, fometime fer- 
Jant to John Houghton, of Somerton. He being 
brought before the bifhop, and afked the caufe why he 
was imprifoncd, anfwered, That he was put in prifon 
wcaufe he would not follow the crbfs, faying, that he 
*ould never go in proceffion. 

Then being willed by the bifhop to return again to 
'"e catholic church ; he anfwered, That he would turn 
10 the catholic church, but not to the Romifh church : 
and. faid, That if he faw the king and queen, and all 
others follow the crofs.or kneel down to the crofs, he 
Would not. For which fentence of condemnation was 
given againft him the 12th of Auguft, to be burnt at 
Walfingham about the beginning of Sept. who declared 
'uch.conltaricy at his martyrdom, and had fuch credit 



with the jufticcs, by reafon of his well-tried conven- 
tion among them, that he was fuflered to go untied to 
his fuftenng, and there being fattened with a chain, 
flood quietly without lhrinking until he died. 



The MARTYRDOM of ROGER COO, firli Ex*, 
mined by the Bishop of NORWICH, and by him 
Condemned, Auguft 12, 1555. 

ROGER COO, being brought before , the 'bifhop, 
was hrft allied by him, why he was imprifoned? 
Coo. At the juflice's commandment. 
Bijliop. There was fome caufe why. 
Coo. Here is my accufer, let him declare. 
. And his accufer faid, that he would not receive the 
facrament. " 

Then the bifhop faid, that he thought he had tranf- 
grefled a law. 

But Coo anfwered, that there was no law to tranf- 
grefs. 

The bifhop then afked, What he faid to the law thar 
then was ? 



No, faid his : accufer, nor will not. My lord, afk 
him when he received the facrament. 

When Coo heard him fay fo, he faid, I pray you, 
my lord, let him fit down and examine me himfelf. 

But the bifhop would not hear that, but faid, Coo, 
why will you not receive ? 

He anfwered him, That the bifhop of Rome had 
changed God's ordinances, and given -the people bread 
and wine inftead of the gofpel, and the belief of the 

Bifhop. How prove you that ? 

Coo. Our Saviour faid, " My flefh is meat indeed, ' 
and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flefh, 
and dnnketh my blood, abideth in me, and I in him s " 
and the bread and wine doth not fo. ' 

Bijhop. Well, Coo, thou doft flander our holy fa- ' 
thers. Did not Chrift take bread, give thanks, and 
break it, and faid, " This is my body ?'* 

Yes, faid he ; and fo he went further with the text, 



Bifhop. You have faid the truth. 

Then Coo replied further, and faid, Chrift com- 
manded to do this in remembrance of him, and not to 
fay this in remembrance of him ; neither did the Holy 
Ghoft fo lead the appftles, but taught them to give 
thanks, and to break from houfe to houfe, and not to 
fay as the bifhop faid. 

Bifhop. How prove you that ? " 

Coo. It is written in Acts' ii. 

Then the bifhop's chaplain faid it was true. 

The bifhop afked him if he could fay his creed. 

He anfwered yea, and fo faid part of the creed ; and 
then after, he faid he believed more s for he believed 
the Ten Commandments; that it was meet for all 
fuch as look to be faved, to be obedient unto 

Bifhop. Is not the holy church to be believed alfo? 

Coo. Yes, if it be built upon the word of God. 

The. bifliop faid to Coo, that he had the charge of 
his foul. • • 

Ceo; Have you fo, my lord ? Then if you go to the 
devil for your fins, what ihall become of me ?' 

Bi/hop. Do you not believe as your father did? Was 
not he an honeft man ? • ' 

too. It is written, that after Chrift hath fuffered; 
" There fliall come a people with the prince that malt 
deftroy both, city and fanctuary. I pray you fhew me ' 
whether this dcttrucflion was in my father's time, or 

The bifhop not anfwering his queftton, afked him, 
whether he would not obey the king's laws ? ' '• 

Coo. As far as they agree with the word of God I 
will obey them. 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q. Mary. A.D. ^ 



Bifoop. Whether they agree with the word of God 
or not, we are bound to obey them, if the king were 

^.Coo^If Shadrach, Mcfhach, and Abednego, had 
fo done, Nebuchadnezzar had not confeffed the living 
God. 

Bijhop. Thefe two and twenty years we have been 
governed by fuch kings. 

. Cog. My lord, why were you then dumb, and did 
not ipcak or bark ? 

Bijhop. I durft not for fear of death. And thus 
'they ended. 

' But alter this done, it was reported that I railed; 
wherefore I recollected, and wrote down my railing (as 
tncy called it ) that light mould not be taken for dark- 
nefs, nor'fin for holinefs, and the devil for God, who 
ought to be feared and honoured both now and for 
ever, Amen. . 

This" Roger Coo, an aged father, after his iundry 
troubles and conflicts with his adverfarics, at length was 
committed to the fire at Ycxfdrd, in the county pf 
.Suffolk, where he moft bleffedly ended his aged years, 
"in the month of September, 1555. • -. 



.An ACCOUNT of THOMAS COB, of HAVER- 
HILL,. Butcher i'and Martyr. 

THOMAS COB, of Haverhill, butcher.'was con- 
' denined on the 12th day of Auguft, and executed 

• in the month of September. Being brought and ex- 
amined by Michael Dunnings, the bloody chancellor of 
Norwich; firft, whether he believed that Chrift is 

"really and fubft'antiatly in the facrament of the altar ; 

'anfwered, That the body of Chrift, born of the virgin, 
v>as in heaven, and othcrwife (he faid) he would not 
anfwer, becaufe he had read it in the fcripturc, that 

* Chrift did afcend, and did never defcend iince ; and 
therefore faid, tha£ he had not learned in the fcripture, 
that Chrift mould be in the facrament. 

Furthermore, being demanded whether he would 
' obey the laws of "the realm of England, made for the 
unity of the faith, or no; he anfwered, That his body 
ftiould be at the king and queen's -commandment fo 
far as the law of God woutd fuffer, &e. In fine, he 
being condemned, was burnt in the town of Thetford, 
in September, 1555. 

An ACCOUNT of the MARTYRDOM ^GEORGE 
CATMER, ROBERT STREATER, ANTHONY 
BURWARD, GEORGE BRODBRIDGE, and 
JAMES TUTTY. 

NOW to return to Norfolk and Suffolk, in the dio- 
cefe of Canterbury, where we mall treat of five 
worthy martyrs, whofe blood in the fame year and 
month of September, was fpilt for the true teftimony of 
Chrift and his gofpel, the names of whom are as follow : 
George Calmer, of Hith ; Robert Streatcr, of Hith ; 
Anthony Burward, of Calete ; George Brodbridge, of 
Bromfie'ld j James Tutty, of Brenchley. 
' There upon the third day of Auguft were brought be- 
fore Dr. Thornton, the aforefaid bilhop of Dover, and his 
accomplices, and there were both jointly and feverally 
examined upon certain articles, touching the facrament 
of the altar, auricular confefliori, and other fuch like.. 

To which the faid Catmer (being firft examined) 
"made anfwer in this wife : Chrift, faid he, fitteth in hea- 
ven on the right hand of God the Father, and therefore 
T do not believe him to be in the facrament of the altar ; 
but he is in the worthy receiver fpiritually ; and the la- 
' crament, as you ufe it, is an abominable idol. 

Next unto him Robert Srreater was called forth, who 
" being alfo afked, Whether he did believe the real pre- 
Tehee of Chrift in the facrament of the altar, faid, that 
he did not fo believe ; for you do maintain herefy and 
' idolatry (fays he) in that you teach to worfhip a falfe 
god in the facrament, enclofed in a box. It is you that 
are the malignant of the church : for in your church 
there are twenty things ufed againft the law of God. 



The like objection was likewife made againft Anthony 
Burward, who alfo faid that their facrament was made 
an idol. 

After him it was demanded of George Brodbridge 
what he faid to thofe articles. Who anfwered; that he 
would not be confefftd of a prieft, becaufe he could 
not forgive his own fins. And further faid, .that in 
the facrament of the altar there is no real body of 0Ur 
Saviour Chrift, but bread given in. remembrance of 
him. Moreover, as for your holy bread, your holy 
water, and your mafs, I do (fays he) utterly deny 
them. 

And laft of all, Jaines Tutty made and confirmed 
the foregoing anfvvers. 

Arid therefore they were all five condemned as here- 
tics, and were all five burned at Canterbury in one 
fire, about the 6th day of September then next [ 0 U 
lowing. 

Although the rage and vehemency of this terrible 
perfecution in queen Mary's days did chiefly light in 
London, Eflex, Norfolk, Suffolk, arid Kent, as hath 
been partly already-declared ; yet notwithftanding, f cw 
parts of the realm were free from this fatal ftorm,.but 
.in almoff all places fome were put to death for the fame 
.righteous caufe. And now to begin with the dioccfe of 
Litchfield and Coventry, where we (hall juft mention 
two perfons, namely, Thomas Hayward, and John 
Gorcway, who were both condemned as heretics, and 
were burnt at Litchfield' about the middle of Sep* 
tember. 



The HISTORY of ROBERT GLOVER, Gentleman, 
and Mr. JOHN GLOVER, in the Diocefe cf 
LITCHFIELD.' 
T\ OBERT GLOVER, gentleman, was likewife ap. 
AX. prehended, and put to death in the month of Sep. 
tember, in the diocefe of Litchfield and Coventry. Of 
whofe apprchenfion and troubles I cannot well treat, 
without mentioning fome things relating to John 
Glover, his brother, becaufe the commiifion was chicfl 
fent doWrc for Johnj and not for Robert, (although 
pleafed God that John efcaped, and Robert in his Head 
was apprehended) therefore I . thought it neceffary to 
comprehend them both in one ftory. In defcribing 
fome part of their virtuous inftitution and order 
I fhall firft begin with John the cldeft brother 
being a gentleman, and heir to his father in the 
Mancetor, was endowed with fair poffefllons and world- 
ly goods, but . much more plentifully enriched with 
God's heavenly grace, and inward virtues : which grac 
fo wrought in him, that he with his other brethren 
Robert and William, not only received and embrace; 
the happy light of Chrift's holy gofpel, but alfo moi 
zealoufly profeffed, and no lefs diligently in the""" i: "" 
and conversation followed the fame. 

John Glover was a man of a very tender conference, 
and feemed to have a deeper tafte and contemplation of 
heavenly things, and more mortified from worldly cares 
than the others were. His fpiritual conflicts were very 
extraordinary, and becaufe the confederation of them 
both is worthy of memory, and the example may work 
experience to the comfort of the godly, it may not be 
amifs to rehcarfe foitie part of them. It- pleafed God 
fo to Iayj his heavy hand of inward afflictions and grie- 
vous paflions upon him, that though he fuffered not the 
pains of the outward fire, as his brothers and other mar- 
tyrs did ; yet if we confidef what he fuffered inwardly, 
and that for a long time, he may well be counted 
martyr with his brother Robert, being no lefs defirou 
with him of the fame martyrdom ; yea, and in cornpi- 
rifon may feem to be chronicled for a double martyr. 

For as the faid Robert was fpeedily difpatched witn 
the fharp and extreme torments of the fire in a fton 
time; fo this no lefs blefied faint of God, what, and ho« 
much more grievous pangs, what forrowful tormcnis 
what boiling heats of the fire of hell he inwardly felt, 
tongue is able to exprefs. Being young, I remember 
was once or twice with him, who partly by his talk 1 pef 
ccivedj 
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ceived, and partly by rhine own eyes faw to be fo worn 
and confumed by the fpacc of five years, that he could 
iiardly digeft' any meat; enjoy the quietnefs of fleep, 
or pleafure of life ; yea, and almoft no kind of fenfes 
were left in him. And truly I have often greatly won- 
dered at the'rhiraculous operation of Chrift ihewed upon 
hitrij who unlefs he hadrelieved "in time his poor wretch- 
ed fe'rvant fo far worn, with fome feafonable confolatioh 
now and then, it could not be pofllble for him to fubfift 
under fuch intolerable agonies. And yet the occafiort 
thereof was of no great moment neither. But nothing 
is more common amongft the holieft and beft of men, 
by how much the more devout and watchful there are, 
/having the fear of God before their eyes) fo much the 
more they miftaift and fufpecT themfelves ; whereby it 
cometh to pafs, that they are often fo terrified and per- 
plexed with fmall- matters (in comparifon) as though 
they were huge mountains; whereas, on the contrary, 
others there be whom the blackeft and moll heinous 
crimes will "nothing touch or move. 
. The ocCafion of this was, that he being firft called 
by the light of the Holy Spirit to the knowledge of the 
gofpel.andhavingreceiveda wonderful, fweet, and feel- 
ing fenfe of Chrift's heavenly kingdom, his mind, after 
that, falling to lbme cogitation of his former affairs be- 
longing to his vocation, began by and by to mifdoubt 
himlclf upon the occalion of thefe words written in the 
6th chapter to the Hebrews ; " For it is impoflible for 
thofe who were once enlightened, and have tafted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoft, and have tafted the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come, if they lhall fall away, to 
renew them again Unto repentance : feeing they crucify 
to themfelves the Son of God afrefh, and put him to 
in open frame.'' Upon the confideration of which 
words, he fully perfuaded himfelf that he had finned 
againft the Holy Ghoft ; even fo much, that had he 
been in hell, he could hardly defpair much more of his 
falvation. Every good man may readily judge, by 
himfelf, what terrors, boilings, and convulfions, tur- 
moiled in the mean time in his woful brcaft f although 
it be hard for any man to judge of the mifery thereof, 
but he who hath by experience felt the like. 

Now. in comparing the torments of all martyrs with 
hispains,Ipray you, what pains; punlfhment, and flames 
would he not willingly have fuffered, to have had fome 
fmall eafeandrefrefhment? Beingunderfuch intolerable 
agonies ofmind, that he could have no enjoyment of his 
food,, yet was he compelled to cat againft his appetite, 
on purpofe to defer the time of his damnation as long as 
he could, thinking with himfelf, that he muft needs be 
thrown into hell, as foon as the breath went out of his 
body. However, he thought Chrift pitied his cafe, and 
was forry for him ; yet he could not (as he imagined) 
help, becaufe of the verity of the word, which faid, 
" It is impoflible for thofe who were once enlighten- 
ed," &c. 

And this Imention not to open his wound and expofe 
[Ms misfortunes, but to encourage all good men by his 
pimple to glorify the Son of God, who fuffereth none 
lo be tempted above his ftrength, but fo tempereth and 
pfoneth the afperity of evils, that what feemeth to us 
intolerable, he doth not only alleviate, that we may bear 
P<> but alfo turneth it more to our advantage than we 
pn imagine ;. which manifeftly appeared in this good 
Fvant °f God, and in no man more. And although 
p we have faid) he fuffered many years thefe Qiarp 
Notations and ftrong bufferings of Satan ,• yet the 
Mrd, who gracioufly preferved him all the while, did 
N only atlaft rid him out of all difcomfort, but alfo 
framed him thereby to fuch mortification of life, as the 
!*c probably , hath not been feen, in fuch fort as he be- 
m S like one placed in heaven already, and dead to this 
*orld, both in word and meditation led a life altogether 
jjkftial, abhorring in his mind all prophane doings. 
™«therwashis talk any thing different from the fruits of 
«s hfe, neverthrowingoutan idle, vile, or vain word, 
.w mod part of his lands he diftributcd to the ufe of 
!' brethren, and. committed the reft to the guiding of 
15 fcrvants and officers, whereby he might the more 
No, 24. 



quietly give himfelf tip to his godly ftudy, as td a con- 
tinual Sabbath reft. This was about the latter end df 
king Henry's reign, and continued in the time of king 
Edward VI. 

After this in theperfecuting days of qiieen Mary; as 
foon as the bifliop of Coventry heard of his famej and 
of his being fo ardent and zealous in the gofpel of Chrift, 
he immediately wrote a letter to the mayor and officers 
of Coventry to apprehend him as fbori as poffible. But 
by the good providence of God, it happened otherwife: 
for God difpofeth all thingsafter hisown fecret pleafure; 
who feeing his oldand trufly iervant fo many years with 
fo extreme and marly torments broken and dried up, 
Would in no wife heap too manyforrows upon one poor 
filly wretch: neither would he commit hiintothe flames 
of fire, who had Been already baked and fcorched with 
the (harp-fires of inward affliction, and had fuftained fo 
manyburningdarts and conflicts of Satan fontany years : 
God therefore, of his divine providence, thinking it too 
much that one man fhould be fo overcharged with fd 
many plagues and torments, didgracioufly provide, that 
Robert his brother being both ftronger in body, and 
alfo better furnifhed with helps of learning to anfwer 
the adverfaries, (being a Matter of Arts in Cambridge) 
fhould fuftain that conflict, and even fo it came to pafs. 

For as foon as the mayor of Coventry had received 
the bifhop's letter;, for the apprehending of Mr. John. 
Glover, he forthwith fent private notice to the faid John 
to convey himfelf away : who with his brother William 
was not fo foon departed out of his houfe, but that yet, 
in the fight of the fheriff and others, the fearchers came 
and ruftied in to take him, according to the bifhop's 
order. 

But when the perfon they fought for could not be found, 
one of the officers going into an upper chamber, found 
there Robert the other brother lying on his bed, who had 
been long fick ; and was by him immediately brought 
before the fheriff. Which fheriff, notwithftanding; fa- 
vouring Robert and his caufe, would indeed fain have 
difmiffed him, and wrought what means he could, 
faying, that he was not the man for whom they were 
fent : yet neverthelefs, being terrified with the threats 
of the officer, contending with him to have him detained 
till the bifhop's coming, he was conftrained to carry 
him againft his will, and fo laid him faft till the bifhop 
came. And thus much by way of preamble, concerning 
the worthy remembrance of Mr. John Glover. 

Now to enter upon the matter which principally we 
have in hand, that is, to confider the ftory and martyr- 
dom of Mr. Robert Glover; as the whole narration was 
fentina letter of his own writing to his wife, concerning 
the manner of his being handled j therefore it feemeth 
beft, for the more credit of the matter, to exhibit hi$ 
own letter, the contents of which are as follow. 

LETTER 

From Mr. ROBERT GLOVER to his WIFE, 'con- 
taining the whole DESCRIPTION of his TROU- 



"T'HE peace of confciehce with paffeth all under-. 
A Handing, the fweet confolation, comfort, ftrength* 
and boldnefs of the Holy Ghoftj be continually in- 
creafed in your heart, through a fervent, carneft, and" 
ftedfaft faith in our moft dear and only Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, Amen. 

Lxbank you heartily (moft loving wife) for your 
letters Tent to aneJn xny imprifonmeht. I read then* 
with tears more than once or twice ; with tears (I fay) 
for joy and gladnefs, that God had wrought in you fo 
merciful a work; firft, an unfeigned repentance; fe- 
condly, an humble and hearty reconciliation ; thirdly, a 
voluntary fubmiflidn and obedience to the will of God 
in all things. Which when I read in your letters, and 
judged them to proceed from the bottom of your heart, 
I could not but be thankful to God, rejoicing with tears 
for you, and thefe his great mercies poured upon you. 

Thefe your letters, and the hearing of your moft godly 
proceedings and conftant doings from time to time, 
much relieved and comforted mc at all times, and fhall 
3 Z be 
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be a goodly teflimony with you at the great day, againft 
many worldly and dainty dames, who fet more by their 
ownpleafure and pelf in, this world, than by God'sglory, 
litt le regarding (as it appeareth) the evcrlafting health of 
their owb fouls- or others. My prayerfhall be whilft I 
am in this world, that God, which of his- great mercy 
hath begun his good work in you, will finifh it to the 
glory of his name ; and by the mighty power and infpi- 
ration of his- Holy Spirit, fo ftrengthcn, efiabhfh, and 
confirm you in all his ways to the end, that we may 
together fhew forth his praifes in the world to come, 
to our unfpeakableconfolationeverlaftingly, Amen. 

So long as God (hall lend you Continuance in. this 
mifcrable world, above all things give yourfelf continu- 
ally to prayer, lifting up, as St. Paul faith, clean or pure 
hands without anger, Wrath, or doubting, forgiving (as 
he faith alfo) if you have any thing againft any man, 
as Chrift forgiveth us.. And that we may be the better 
willing to forgive, it is good often to call to remem- 
brance the multitude and greatnefs of our fins, which 
thrift daily and hourly pardoneth and forgiveth us ; 
and then we fhall, as St. Peter affirmeth, be ready to 
cover and hide the offences of our brethren, be they 
ever fo many. And becaufe God's word tcacheth us, 
not only the true manner of praying, but alfo w^hat we 
ought to do, or not to-do in the whole difcourfe and 
practice of this life, what pleafeth or difpleafeth God, 
and that, as Chrift faith, " The word of God that he - 
hath fpoken, fhall judge in the Iaft day;- let your 
prayer be to this end cfpccially,.Thai: God of his great 
mercy would open and reveal more and more daily to 
your heart, the true fenfe, knowledge, and under- 
Handing of hk rnoft holy word, and give you grace in 
your living to exprefs the fruits thereof- 

And forafmuch as it is, as the Holy Ghoft calJcth it, 
the wordof affliaion, that is, it is Icldoro without hatred, 
perfection, peril, danger of lofs of life and goods, and 
■whatfoevcr fecmethplcafant iathis world, as experience 
tcacheth you in. this time ; call upon. God continually 
for his afiiftance always, as Chnft tcacheth,. carting your 
accounts w hat it is like to coft you, endca-voudng your- 
felf, through the help of the Holy Ghoft, by continuance 
of prayer, to lay your foundation, fa fuse,, that no llorrn. 
or tempeft fhall be able to overthrow or call it down ; 
remembering always (as Chrift faith) Lot's wife ; that is, 
to beware of looking back to that thing that difpleafeth 
God. And becaufe nothing difpleafeth God fo much, 
as idolatry, thatis.falfe worfhipping of God.otherwife 
than his word commandeth; look not back (I fay) nor 
turn your face to their idolatrous and blafphcmous mafs, 
manifeftly againft the word, practice, and example of 
Chrift ; as it is moft manifeft to all that have any tafte 
of "the true undcrftanding of God's word, that there 
remaineth nothing in the church of England at this 
prefent, profitable or edify ing to the church and congre- 
gation oftheLord, all things being done in an unknown, 
tongue, contrary to the exprefs commandment of the 
Holy Ghoft. 

They object that they be the church, and therefore 
they muft be believed. My anfwer was, The church of 
God knowcth. and acknow ledged! no other head but 
Jefus Chrift the Son of God, whom ye have refufed, and 
chofen the man of fin, the fon of perdition, enemy to 
Chrift, the devil's deputy aficTlieutenant, the pope. 

Chrift's church heareth, tcacheth, and is ruled by his 
word, as he faith, « My fheep hear my voice. If you 
abide in me, and my word in you, you be my difciples." 
Their church repelleth God'swordSi and foxcethall men 
to follow their traditions. 

Chrift's church dare not add or diminifh, alter or 
change his Hefted teftament ; but they be not afraid to 
take away all that Chrift inftituted, and go. a whoring 
(as the fcripture faith) with their own. inventions,, to 
glory. and rejoice-in the works of their own hands. 

The church of Chrift is, hath been, and fhall be in 
all' ages, under the crofs, persecuted, molcftcd, and af- 
fliaed, the world ever hating them, becaufe they be not 
of the world. But thefe perfecute, murder, flay, and 
kill fuch as profefs die true doftrine of Chrifly bethey 



in learning, living, converfalion, and other virtues 
ever fo excellent. 

Chrift and his church refervCd the tria-1 of their doc. 
trine to, the word of God, and gave the people leave to 
judge thereof by the fame word, " Search the fcrip, 
tures." But this church taketh away from the people, 
and fuffereth neither learned nor unlearned to examine 
or prove their doctrine by the word of God. 

The true church of God laboureth by all means to 
refift and withftand the lulls, defires, and motions of 
the world, the flefh, and the devil : thefe for the moft 
part give themfelves to all voluptuoufncfs, and fecretly 
commit fuch things, which (as St. Paul faith) it j s 
fhame to fpeak of. 

By thefe and fuch like rhanifeft probations, they 
declare themfelves to be none of the church of Chrift, 
but rather of the fynagogue of Satan. It fhall be good 
for you oftentimes to confer and compare their pro. 
cecdings and doings with the practice of thofc \\\rjorr> 
the word of God doth teach to have been true members 
of the church of God, and- it fhall work in you both 
knowledge, erudition, and boldnefs,, to withftand with 
fuffering their doings. I- likened them therefore to 
Nimrod, whom the fcripture calleth a mighty hunter, 
or a ftout champion,, telling them-, that that which they 
could not have by the word, they would have by the 
fword, and be the church whether men will or no ; and 
called them with good confeience,. as. Chrift called their 
forefathers, the children of the devil ^ and as their 
father the devil is a liar and a murderer, fo their king- 
dom and church (as they call it) ftandcth by lyingand 
murdering. 

Have no fcllowfhip with them therefore, my dear 
wife, nor with their doctrine and traditions, left you be 
partaker of their fins, for whom, is refcrved a hcavj- 
damnation, without fpeedy repentance. Beware, of 
fuch as fhall advertife you to bear with the. world fora 
feafon as- they do. There is no dallying with God's 
matters: " It is a fearful thing (asSt. Paul faith) to fall 
into the hands of the living God." Remember the pro- 
phet Elias. " Why halt ye on both fides?" Remember 
what Chrift faith., " He that putteth his hands toif- 
plough, and lookcth back, is not worthy of me." At 
feeing God hath hitherto allowed you as a good foldi 
in the fore front, play not the coward, neither dm 
back to the rearward. St. John numbcreth a-mongihe 
that fhall dwell in the fiery lake, fuch as be fearful 
God's caufc. Set always before your eyes the examples 
of fuch as have behaved themfelves boldly in God'3 
caufe, as. Stephen, Peter, Paul, Daniel, the three chil- 
dren, the widow's fons, and in- your days Anne Afkew, 
Laurence Saunders, John Bradford, with many other 
faithful witneffes of Chrift. «' Be afraid in nothing, 
(faith St. Paul) of the adverfaries of Chrift's doctrine, 
which is to them the fign of perdition, but to you ol 
eternal falvation." Chrift commandeth the fame, fay- 
ing, " Fear them not." Let us not follow the example 
of him which afketh time firft to take leave of his 
friends. If we fo do, we fhall find few of them that 
will encourage us to go forward in our bufinefs, pleafe 
it God ever fo much. We do not read that James and 
John, Andrew and Simon, when, they were called, put 
off the time till they had known.thcir fathers or friends 
pfeafure. But the fcripture faith„ " They forfook all, 
and by and by followed Chrift.'*- Chrift likened ^ 
kingdom of God to a precious pearl, which whofocver 
findeth, fclicth all that he hath to buy it. Yea,, whofo- 
cver hath but alittle tafte orglimmering how precious* 
treafure the kingdom of heaven, is, will gladly forego 
E>oth. life and goods- for the obtaining of it. But the 
rhqft part now-a-days arc like Efop-'s cock, which when 
he had found a> preeious ftone, wifhed rather to have 
found a barley corn. So ignorant are they haw preci* 
a jewel the word of God is, tbac they chufe rather the 
things of this world, which being. compared to : ' 
lefs in value than a barley-corn. 

If I would- have given place to worldly reafons, thai 
might have moved me : firft, the leaving of you an' 
my children ; . the confidcEarion of the ftateof my "'" 
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dren being yet tender of age, and young, apt and 
inclinable to virtue and learning, and io having the 
more need of my affiftance, being not altogether defti- 
tute of gifts to help therri wirhal ; poffeflions above the 
common fort of men ; becaufe I was never called to be 
a preacher or minifter ; and (becaufe of my ficknefs) 
fear of death in imprifonment before I fhould come to 
mv anfwer, and fo my death to be unprofitable. 

But thefc and fuch like, I thank my heavenly Father, 
(who of his infinite mercy Infpired me with his Holy 
Spirit, for his Son's fake, my only Saviour and Redeem- 
er) prevailed not in me: but when I had by the wonder- 
ful pcrmiffion of God fallen into their hands, at the firfl 
fight of the flic riff, nature a little abafhed ; yet before 
j'came to the prifon, by the working of God, and 
through his goodnefs, fear departed. I faid to the fhe- 
riifat his coming to me, What matter have you, Mr. 
Sheriff, to charge me withal ? He anfwered, You fliall 
know when you come before the matters; and fo taking 
vc with him, I expected to have been carried before the 
mafters, and to have heard what they could have bur- 
dened me withal: but, contrary to my expectation, I 
was committed forthwith to the gaol, not being called 
to my anfwer, little juftice being fhewed therein. But 
the lefs juftice a man findeth at their hands, the more 
confutation in confcicnce fliall he find from God ; for 
whofoever is of the world, the world will love him. " 

After I came into prilbn, and had repofed myfelf 
there a while, I wept for joy and gladnefs, my belly-full, 
niufing much of the great mercies of God, and (as it 
were) faying to myfelf after this fort : O Lord, who am 
1, on whom thou fhouldft beftovv this thy great mercy, 
to be numbered among the faints that fuffer for the gos- 
pel's fake ? And fo beholding and confidering on the 
.one lide my imperfection, unablenefs, linful mifery, and 
unworthinefs, and on the other fide the greatnefs of 
God's mercy, to be called to fo high promotion, I was, 
as it were, amazed and overcome for a while with joy 
and gladnefs, concluding thus with myfelf in my heart ; 
0 Lord, thou fheweft power in weaknefs, wifdom in 
fooliflmefs, mercy in finfulnefs ; who (hall hinder thee 
to chufe where and whom thou wilt ? As I have zea- 
loufly loved the confeffion of thy word, fo I ever thought 
myfelf to be moft unworthy to be partaker of the af- 
fliction for the lame. 

Not long after Mr. W. Brafbridge, Mr. C. Phineas, 
and Mr. N. Hopkins, came unto me, perfuading with 
me to be difmiffed upon bonds. To whom my anfwer 
was (to my remembrance) after this fort : Forafmuch 
as the mafters have imprifoncd me, having nothing 
to burden me withal ; if I fhould enter into bonds, 1 
lhould in fo doing accufe myfelf; and feeing they 
have no matter to lay to my charge, they may as well 
let me pafs without bonds as with them. 

Secondly, If I fhall enter bonds, covenant and pro- 
mife to appear, I fliall do nothing but excufc, colour 
and cloak their wickednefs, and endanger myfelf ne- 
verthelefs, being bound by my promife to appear. 
They ufed many worldly perfuafions to me to avoid the 
prefent peril, and alfo how to avoid the forfeiture if I 
brake my promife. I faid unto them, 1 had caft up 
my pennyworth by God's help. They undertook alfo 
to make the bond cafy. 

And when they were fomewhat importunate, I faid 
to Mr. Hopkins, That liberty of confcicnce was a pre- 
cious thing; and took, as it were, a paufe, lifting up 
my heart to God earneftly for his aid and help, that I 
might do, the thing that might pleafe him. And fo 
when they had let their fuit fall, my heart (methought) 
was wonderfully comforted. Mr. Dudley communed 
with me in like manner; whom I anfwered in effect as 
I did before. , 

Afterwards debating the ' matter with myfelf, thefe 
confederations came into my head ; I have from time to 
time with good confeience (God I take to record) 
moved all fuch as I had conference withal to be no dal- 
liers in God's matters,' but to fhew themfelvcs, after fo 
great a light and knowledge, hearty, eameft, conftant, 
and ftablc in fo manifeff a truth, and not to give place 
°nc jot contrary to the fame. Now thought I, if I 



fhall withdraw myfelf, and make any fhifts to pull my 
own neck out of the collar, I fhall give great offence 
to my weak brethren in ChrilT, and advantage to the 
enemies to (lander God's word. It will be Yaid, He 
hath encouraged others to be earneft and fervent, to 
fear no worldly perils or dangers, but he himfelfwill 
give no fuch example. 

Wherefore I thought it my boiinden duty, both to 
God and man, being (as it were) by the great goodnefs 
ot God marvelloufly called and appointed hereunto, to 
fet afide all fear, perils and dangers, all w orldly refpects 
and coniiderations, and like as 1 had heretofore, accord- 
ing to the meafure of my fmall gift within the compafs 
of my vocation and calling, from the bottom of my 
heart unfeignedly moved, exhorted, and pcrfuaded all 
that profefs God's word, manfully to'perfift in the defence 
of the fame, not with fword and violence, but with fuf- 
fcring and lofs of life, rather than to defile themfclves 
again with the whorifli abomination of the Romifh An- 
richnft; fo the hour being come, with my fact and 
example to ratify, confirm, and proteft the fame to the 
hearts of all true believers : and to this end, by the 
mighty affiftance of God's Holy Spirit, I refolved my- 
felf with much peace of confeience, willingly to fuftaih 
whatfocver the Romifh Antichrift fhould do againft me, 
and the rather, becaufe I underftood the bifhop's com- 
ing to be at hand, and confidered that poor men's con- 
ferences would then be fharply affaulted. So I remained 
pnfoner in Coventry for the fpace of ten or eleven days, 
being never called to my anfwer by the mafters, con- 
trary to the laws of the realm, they having neither fta- 
tute, law, proclamation, letter, warrant, nor command- 
ment for my apprehenfion. They would have laid all 
the matter upon the fumner; who being examined, 
denied it before their faces, as one of my friends told 
mc, faying, that lie had no commandment concerning 
me, but for my elder brother. God lay not their ex- 
treme doings againft me to their charge at the great day. 

The fecond day after the bifhop's coming to Coven- 
try, Mr. Warren came to the Guildhall, and ordered the 
bier jailor to carry me to the bifhop. I laid to Mr. 
barren's charge the cruel feeking of my death? and 
hen he would have cxcufcd'himfelf, I tq|d hirn he 
juid not wipe his hands fo; he was as guilty of my 
blood before God, as 'though he had murdered me with 
u: s own hands. . ■ 

And fo he departed from me, %ing, I heeded not 
fear if I would be of his' belief. God open his eyes 
if it be his w'\\J, and give him grace to believe this; 
which he and all 'of his inclination fhall find (X fear) 
too true for their parts; that is," that all they \vhicjn. 
cruelly, malicToufiy, and fpltefully perfecute, mbjeft^ 
and affile* the members of Chrift for their' confciepV 
fake, and for the true teftimony of Chrift's word, apS 
caufe them moft uhjuftly'to be flain and murdered, 
without fpeedy repentance fhall dwell With the devil 
and his angels in the fierce lake everlaftingly, where 
they fhall wifh and defire, cry and call, but in" yain (as 
their right companion did) to be refrefhed by therh 
whom in this wpr,ld they contemned, defpifed, dildainetL 
as flaves, mifers, and wretches. 

When I came before the bifhojp in Mr. Denfqn's 
houfe, he began with this proteftation, That he was 
my bifhop for lack of a better, and willed me to fub- 
mit myfelf. 

I faid to him, I aril not come to accufe rftyfelf, what 
have you to lay to my charge ? 

He afked me, whether I was learned ? I anfwered, 
Smally learned. * 

Mr. Chancellor ftanding by, faid I was a matter of 
arts. 



Here I might have dallied with him, and put him to 
his proofs, forafmuch as I had not been in his dipcefe 
for a long feafori,' neither was any of the citizens able 
to prove any fuch mntter againft me. Notwithtland- 
ing, I anfwered him through God's merciful help, that 
I neither had, nor would come to their church, as long 
as their riiafs was ufed there, to favc (if I had.thcm) five 
hundred 
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hundred lives. I defired him to fhew rhc one jot or 
tittle in the fcriptures for the proof and defence of thp 
mate. 

He ahfwercd, he came to teach, arid not to be taught. 

I was content (I told him; to learn of him", fo far as 
he was able to teach me by the word of God. 

Bijhop. Who mall judge the' word ? 

Glover. Chrift was willing that the people fliould 
judge his doflrine by fearchirtg the fcriptures, and fo 
wai Paul ; methinks you fliould claim no further pri- 
vilege nor pre-eminence than they had. 

Thus fpake Robert Glover, offering hirfi further, that 
he was content that the primitive Church next to the 
apoftjcs'. time, fliould judge between the bifliop and 
him. T^t the bilhop refufed that. Then he faid,. he 
was his bifliop, and therefore he muft believe him. 

Glover. If yjpu will be believed becaufe you are a 
' bifliop, why firaS you fault with the people that believed 
bifliop Latrmer, bifliop Ridley, and bifliop Hooper, 
and the refidue of them that were bilhops ? 

Bijhop. Becaufe they were heretics. 

Glover. And may not you err as well as they ? I ex- 
pected my lord to ufe fome learned arguments to per- 
iuade me, but inftead of that, he opprefled me only 
■with his authority. He faid, I diifented from the 
church, and afked me where my church was before 
king Edward's time ? 

1 delired him to fhew me where their church was in 
'Elias's time, and what outward fliew it had in Chrift's 
"time-. 

' Bijhop. Elias's complaint was only of the ten 
Ttribes that fell from David's houfc, whom he called 
'heretics. 

Glover. You be not able to ftiew any prophets that 
the other two tribes had at that fame time. 

My lord making no anfwer to that, Mr. Rogers, one 
of the matters of the city, cometh in the mean feafon, 
taking upon him as though he would anfwer to the text. 
But my lord forthwith commanded me to be committed 
to fome tower, if they had any befides the common jaii, 
faying, he would at the end of the vifitation of his dio- 
cefe,' weed. out fuch wolves. Mr. Rogers willed him 
to content himfelf for that night, till they had taken 
further order for me. Even where it pleafeth you, faid 
I to my lord, I am content ; and fo I was returned at that 
time to thexommon jail again from whence I came. 

On the Friday morning, being the next day, I had 
warning by one of the prifoners to prepare myfelf to 
ride with my fellow-prifoners the fame day to Litch- 
field, there to be beftowed at the bifliop's pleafure. 
Which tidings at firft fomewhat difcouraged me, fear- 
ing left I fliould by means of my great ficknefs, through 
hard rifage, (which I expected} have died in prifon be- 
fore, I (hould come to anfwer: but immediately with 
God's Word, I rebuked this infidelity in myfelf, and by 
the fame corrected mine own diftruft in the following 
mariner. What make I of God ? Is not his power as 
great m Litchfield as in Coventry? Doth not his power 
extend as well to Litchfield as to Coventry ? Was he 
not with Habakkuk, Daniel, Meftiach, and Jeremy, 
in their moft dangerous imprifonments ? He knowerh 
what things we have need of. He hath numbered all 
the hairs of our head. The fparrow falleth not to the 
ground, without our heavenly Father's will ; much 
more will he care for us if we be not faithlefs, whom 
he hath made worthy to be witnefies of his truth. So 
long as we put our truft in him, we fhall never be def- 
titute of his help, neither in prifon, in ficknefs, nor in 
health, neither in life, nor in death, neither before 
kings, bifliops, or the devil himfelf, much lefs one of 
his minifters fhall be able to prevail againft us. With 
fuch meditations I grew chearful, of good confolation 
and cpmfort : fo that hearing one fajPthat they could 
not provide horfes enough for us, I faid, Let them 
carry us in a dung-cart for lack of horfes, if they 
pleafe, I am willing for my part. 

Notwithftanding, at the requeft of my friends, I 
wrote to Mr. Mayor, and his brethren, briefly requir- 
ing them that I might make anfwer here to fuch things 



as fliould be laid to my charge i the contents of which 
Were to this purpofe. 

" I befeech you to undcrftaftd, that it is hot" uts ! 
known, as well to the keeper of the jail, as to the in. 
habitants about me where I dwell, that I am a mas 
fubject to very great ficknefs, and have been for the 
fpace of feven years and more, fo that it is not like 
that I fliould be removed without great peril and dan 
ger of life. And becaufe I was here committed to 
ward by your appointment, I would gladly here anfwer 
to fuch things as fliould be laid to my charge. If r 
may obtain this of you, I have caufe thankfully to ac- 
knowledge your indiftereney t if otherwife, I pray God 
it be not laid to your charge at the great day, where 
every man fhall have juft judgment without refpeel of 
pcrfons." 

But receiving noanfwers to my letters, I conjectured 1 
that when the bifliop and the chancellor had feen them' 
they moved them rather to have me away, being more 
defirous (as I fuppofe) to have had me difpatched pri, 
vily in prifon, than to bring me openly to my anfwer; 
as did in fome meafure appear by the treatment I met 
with at my firft coming to prifon. 

Certain ferjeants and conftables of Coventry being 
appointed to have the conveying of us to Litchfield, to 
be delivered there to one Jcphcot, the chancellor's man, 
fent from Coventry with us for the fame purpofe, we 
were commanded to be on horfeback about eleven or 
twelve o'clock on Friday, being a market day, that we 
might be the more gazed at : and to fet the people's 
hearts more againft us, they did proclaim a letter coni 
cerning a proclamation made for calling in, and dit 
annulling of all fuch books as truly expound and inter*- 
pret the fcriptures. We came to Litchfield about fout 
o'clock, and had leave to repofe ourfelves for fupper- 
time. We put up at the fign of the Swan, where we 
were entertained friendly and gently. 

After fuppcr Jephcot repaired to us, whom we in- 
treated that upon former fureties we might reft our- 
felves that night, being unprovided of any thirg to 
help ourfelves withal in the prifon at that prefent. He 
feemed willing at firft, but afterwards (whether by per- 
fuafion, but 1 rather fuppofe out of policy, till he 
could gather a multitude to ftare and gaze upon us, 
and alio that we fliould provide nothing to eafe ourfelves 
withal) he revoked his promife, and fo by confent we 
were carried to prifon, in the fight of a great multitude 
of people. I defired Jcphcot before to execute his 
office with mercy, telling him, that they fliould have 
judgment without mercy, that ftiewed no mercy. And 
this mercy I found at his hand. 

He put me into a prifon that fame night, where I 
continued till I was condemned, in a place next the 
dungeon, where was fmall room, ftrong building, and 
very cold, with little light ; .and there he allowed 
me a bundle of ftraw intfead of my bed, without 
chairs, form, or any thing elfe to eafe myfelf withal. 
God of his mercy gave me great patience through 
prayer that night, fo that if it had been his pleafure, I 
could have been contented to have ended my life : but 
Jephcot, and one Perfey, the bifliop's man, who after- 
wards was my continual keeper for the moft part, came 
to me in the morning, to whom I faid, This is a great 
extremity, God fend us patience, and ho more. 

Then they were content that I fhould have a bed of 
my own procuring. But I was allowed no help, neither 
night nor day, nor company of any man, notwithftand- 
ing my great ficknefs; nor yet paper, pen, ink, or 
books, except my New Teftamcnt in Latin, and a 
Prayer-book which I privily ftole in. 

Within two days after, Mr. Chancellor and Mr. 
Temfey, a prebendary there, came to me into my pri- 
fon. Mr. Chancellor exhorted me to conform myfelf 
to my lord and to the church. He wifhed no more 
hurt to my foul than he did to his own ; belike becaufe 
I had laid to his charge at' Coventry the feeking of my 
blood unjuftly and wrongfully. 

Now thus the fecond time I anfwercd Mr. Chancellor 
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tcfhis exhortation, That Irefiifed not to be ruled by 
that church, that was content to be ordered and go- 
, verned by the word of God. - , 

Chancellor. Ho\v know you the word of God, but by 

the church? 

Glover. The church flieweth which is the word of 
God, therefore the church is above the word of God : 
this is no good reafon in learning, faid I to Mr. Chan- 
cellor. Fotit is lifce.unto thts; John fhewed the peo- 
ple who was Chrift; Therefore John was above Chrift. 
Or elfe, I have a man that knoweth not the king, and 
I tell him who was the king, am I therefore above the 
king? - 

Mr. Chancellor faid, he came not to reafon with me, 
and fo departed. And I remained for the fpace of eight 
, days without any further conference: with anyrnan, un- 
• til the bifhop ! s coming : in which time I gave tnyfelf 
continually to prayer, and meditation of the merciful 
promifes of God made unto all, without exception of 
perfon, that call upon the name, of his dear Son Jefus 
Chrift. I found in myfelf daily amendment of health 
of body, increafe of peace in cqnfeience, ain'd many 
confolations from God, by the help of his Holy Spirit, 
and fometimesas it were a tafte and glimmering of the 
life to come; all for his only Son Jefus Chrift's fake: 
to him be alj praife for ever and ever. 

The enemy ceafed not many times fundry ways to 
affaulr trie, often objecting to my confeience mine.Own 
unvvorrhinefs, through the greatnefs of the benefit to be 
counted among the number of them that fhould fuffer 
for Chrift, for his gofpel's fake. Againft him I replied . 
with the word of God on this fort, What were all thofe 
whom God harh chofen from the beginning to be his 
witnefles, and to carry his ' name before the world ? 
Were they not men, as Paul and' Barnabas faid, as well 
fubjecl to wickednefs, fin, and imperfections, as other 
men be? Even fuch were Noah, Abraham, tjfevid, and 
the reft, M who gave firft unto him," as Paul faith." 
And alio fpeaking to every man, " What haft fhou, 
that tlton receivedft not ?*• Likewife Johrt; " All hatfe 
received of his fulnefs :" they were no bringefs of any 
goodnefs to God, but altogether receivers. They chofe 
not God firft, but he chofe them. They loved not God 
firft, but he loved ihiem .firft-. Yea, he bosh 4i&ved and 
chofe them when they were his enemies, foil of fin and 
corruption, and void of all; goodnefs. He is, and will 
be frill, the fame God, as rich ire mercy, as mighty, 'as. 
able, as rdady.ias willing to forgive fins without refpect 
of perfons, to the world's end, of all them that call 
upon him. « The Lord winigb wito all them that call 
upon him: to all that call upon him in truth." God 
is near, he is at hand, he is with all, with all I fay, 
and refufcth none, exccpieth nonerhat.faitbfully in true 
repentance call upon him, in what hour, what place, 
or what time foever it be. It is no arrogancy nor pre- 
fumption in any man, to burthen God (as it were) with 
his promifc.and of duty to claim and challenge his aid, 
help and affifiance in all our perils, dangers, and dif- 
trefs, calling upon him, not in the confidence of our 
own godlinefs, but in the truft of his promifes made in 
Chrift, in whom, and by whom, and for whofe fake, 
whofoever boldly approaoheth to the mercy-feat of the 
Father, is fure to receive whatfoever is expedient ov ne- 
ceffary, either for body or foul, in a more, bountiful 
manner, than he can well wilh, or dare deiire. His 
word cannot lie, " Call upon.me in thciday of trouble, 
and Iwill hearjhee, and thou ihaltipraife me." 

I anfweredrhe enemy alfo on this manner; I am a 
finner, and therefore unworthy: to be a witnefs of this 
truth. What then.? Muft I deny his word.becaufe I 
am not worthy to profels it? What bring I to pafs in 
fo doing, hut add fin to fin ? What is greater firo than 
to deny thetruth of Chrift's gofpel? As Chrift-himfelf 
beareth witnefs, " He that is aftiamedof me or.of my 
words,, of him alfo^vill I be aiflwmed before my Father 
and all his,angejs." I migbt alfo, for the like reafon,: 
neglect obGeSenee.rojanytofTGod'* Commandments. 

When; I am .provoked tt> pray, -the enemy may iay 
tome, l am not, worthy; :tosp>rajj, therefore I. iftiall nop 
pray : and fo in like manner of all the commandments,. 
2 S- 
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I (hall not forbear fwearirtg, ftealing, or murdering, 
becaufe I am not worthy to keep any commandment of- 
God, Thefe be the delations of the devil, .and Satan's 
fuggeflions, which muft be overcome by continual - 
prayer, and with the word of God applied according 
to the meafure of every man's gift, againft all aflaults 
of the devil. 

At thebifhop's firft comingjto Litchfield, after mine 
imprifonment, I was called into a bye chamber next to 
my prifoni to my lord. Before whom whpn I came, 
and faw none but his officers, chaplains, and fervants^ 
except it were an old prieft, I was partly amazed, and 
lifted up my heart to God for his merciful help, and 
affiftance. 

My lord afked me how I liked my imprifonment j I 
gave him no anfwer touching that queftion. He pro- ' 
ceeded to perfuade me to be a member of his church, 
which had continued' fo many years. As for your ' 
church (faid he to me), it was not known but lately in 
Edward's time. 

I profefs myfelf to be a member of that church (faid 
I) that is built upon the foundation of the apoftles an.d ■ 
prophets, Jefus Chrift being the head cprner-ftohei a ; rid 
fo alledged the place of St. Paul to the Ephefiaris.- And 
the.church hath been from the beginning (faid I), tho' 
it bear no glorious fhew before the world, being ever, 
for the moW part, Under the crofs and affliction; con- 
temned, defpifed, and perfecuted. My lord Contended 
on the other fide, that they were the churcfi, - 
, So cried all the clergy (faid I J againft the prophets 
of Jerufalem, faying, " The church of the Lord, the 
church of the Lord.'* And always when I was about 
to fpeak any thing, my lord cried, Hold thy peace; I 
command thee by the virtue of thy obedience to hold 
thy peace, calling me a proud arrogant heretic. 

I defired mylord to lay fomethihg to my charge iri 
particular, and then to convince roe With forhe fCrip- 
tUres and good learning. 

Then my lord began to move certain quefrions. I 
refufed to anfwer him in corners, requiring that I might 
make my anfwer openly. He faid I fhould anfwe^hrm 
there. I ftood with him upon that point tHi'he'fti'd I • 
fhould go to prifon again, and there have neither meat 
nor drink till I bad anfwered Mir< 

Then I lifted up my heart to God, that I might ftand 
and agree with the docl:rme of his moft holy word'. ' 

The firft queflioh was this, How many facraments 
Chrift inftituted to be ufed in the church ?.-••'•' 

The facramcnt of baptifm, faid 1, and the facrament 
that he inftituted at his laft fupper. 

No more? faid he. 

Then faid I, To all thofe that declare a true and un- 
feigned repentance, a fure hope, truft and confidence 
in'the death of Chrift, to fuch miniftersi (1 grant) have 
authority to pronounce, by the authority of -God's 
word, the remiflion of fins. • ' ' ; • 

Here interrupting me, he would needs bear me in 
hand that 1 called this a facrament. I would not greatly 
contend with him in that point, becaufe the matter was 
of no great weight or importance} although he in fo 
doing did me wrong, for 1 called it not a facramenr, 
f fli** r^ rne further, Whether I allowed their con- 

I anfwercd, No. 

Then the bifhop would know my mind what I 
thought of the prefence of Chrift's body in the facra- 
ment. . 

1 anfwered, That their mafs was neither facrifice nor 
facrament, becaufe (faid I J you have taken.away the 
true inftitution, which when you reftore again, 1 will 
tell you my judgment concerning Chrift's body in the 
lacrament. 

11 And thus much did this worthy martyr of God leave 
behind him in his own hand-writing, concerning the 
manner of his ufage in prifon, and alfo of his dhputca 
with the bifhop and his chancellor. More examina- 
tions he had (no doubt ) wjth-rhe bifhop in the public 
confjftory. whtn heu'«sbroughE forth to be condemned, 
which he would alfo have left unto*isV ifeitber tength 
of life, or leifure of time, or hafte of execution, had 
4 A . permit w^, 
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permitted him to hnifh what he intended j but by rea- 
ion of the writ of his burning being come down from 
London, want of time did neither fervc him fo to do, 
neither yet could I get the records of his laft examina- 
tion, wherefoevcr they are become. 

Only this which I coulci learn by the relation of one 
Auguftine Bernher, a miniftcr, and a familiar friend of 
his, concerning the going to his death, I can report ; 
that the faid Mr. Robert Glover, after he was con- 
demned by the bifhop, and was now at a point to be 
delivered out of this world, it fo happened, that two or 
three days before, his heart being heavv, and defolatc 
of all fpiritual confolation, felt in himfelf no aptnefs 
or willingncfs, but rather a heavinefs and dutnefs of 
fpirit, full of much difcomfort to bear the bitter crofs 
of martyrdom ready to be laid upon him. 

Whereupon fearing in himfelf left the Lord had ut- 
terly withdrawn his wonted favour from him, made his 
moan to this Auguftine, his friend above-mentioned, 
iignifying unto hir i how earneftly he had prayed day 
and night unto the Lord, and yet could receive no mo- 
tion nor fenfeof any comfort from him. 

Unto whom the faid Auguftine anfwering again, de- 
find him patiently to wait the Lord's pleafure, and 
houTocver his prefent feeling was, yet feeing his caufe 
was juft and true, he exhorted him conftantly to flick 
to the fame, and to play the man, nothing mifdoubt- 
ing but the Lord in his good time would vifit him, 
and fatisfy his dclire with plenty of confolation ; where- 
o;' (he faid) he was right certain and fure ; and therefore 
deiired him, whenfoever any fuch feeling of God's 
he.iv.nly mercies fliould begin to touch his heart, that 
then he would fliew Tome fignification thereof, whereby 
he might witnef, with him the fame, and fo departed 
from him. 

The next day, when the time came of his martyrdom, 
as he was going to the place, and was come within fight- 
of the ftakc, (although all the night before praying for. 
itrcngth and courage he could feel none) fuddenly he 
was fo mightily replenished with God's holy comfort 
and heavenly joys, that he cried out, clapping his. 
hands, to Auftin, and faying thefe words, " Auftin, he 
is come, he is come," &c. and that with fuch joy and 
alacrity, as one feeming rather to be rifen from fome 
deadly danger to liberty and life, than as one paffing 
out of the world by any pains of death. Such was the 
change of the marvellous working of the Lord's hand 
upon that good man. 



An ACCOUNT of CORNELIUS I3UNGEY, Fel- 
low-Martyr with Mr. ROBERT GLOVER. 

IN the fame fire with Mr. Glover, Cornelius Bun- 
gey, of Coventry, was likewife burnt, who was con- 
demned by the faid bifhop of Coventry and Litchfield. 
As concerning the articles which were objected to him, 
the effect, thereof was this. 

Firft, It was objected againft him, that thefe three 
years laft, in the city of Covmtry and Litchfield, and 
places thereabout, he did hold, maintain, argue, and 
teach, that the prieft hath no power here to abfoive 
any finner from his fins. 

Secondly, That by baptifm fins are not wafhed away, 
becaufe he faid that the wafhing of the flefh purgetb 
the flefh outwardly, and not the foul. 

Thirdly, that there be in the church only two facra- 
mcnts, that is, baptifm, and the Lord's fupper. 

Fourthly, That in the facrament of the popifh altar, 
was not the real body and blood of Chrift, but the fub- 
ftancc of bread and wine there remaining ftill, becaufe 
St. Paul callcth it bread and wine, &c. 

Fifthly, That he, within the coinpafs of the faid years 
and time, did hold, maintain, and defend, that the 
pope is not the head o! the vifiblc church here on 
earth, &c. 

Sixthly, That he was of the dioccfe and jurifdiction 
ol the biihop of Coventry and Litchfield, &c. 

Seventhly, That the prcmifes arc true, manifeft, and 
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notorious, and that upon the fame there hath been and 
is a public voice and fame, as well in the places above 
rehearfed, as in other quarters alfo about, &c. 

To which articles he anfwered again : 

To the firft he granted, and to every part thereof 
meaning after the popifh manner of abfolution. 
. To the fecond he granted firft, after revoked the 
fame. 

To the third alfo he granted, adding withal, that in 
fcripture there is no more contained. 

To the fourth touching the facrament, he granted, 
and to every part thereof. 

To the fifth, concerning the pope, likewife. 

Alfo to the fixth he granted; and likewife to the 
feventh. 

Upon thefe articles and his anfwers to the fame, the ' 
/aid Radulph, the bifhop, read the fentence, and fo 
committed him alfo, after condemnation of Mr. R 0 _ 
bert Glover, to the fecular power. 

Thus this aforefaid Cornelius, falfely condemned by 
the biihop before-mentioned, fuffered at the fame flake 
with the chriftian martyr, Mr. Robert Glover, at Co- 
ventry, about the 20th of September. 



The HISTORY of JOHN GLOVER, <W WILLIAM 
GLOVER, who mere- excommunicated after their Death, 
and buried in the Fields. 

JOHN and William Glover, the two brothers of 
Robert Glover, the martyr, ought not to be omitted 
in this hiflory, although they were not called to finifh 
their courfe in fire, as their brother, and other mar- 
tyrs were ; yet they were caft out of the church, and 
excommunicated even after they were dead, and denied 
chriftian burial. 

And firft concerning Mr. John Glover, the elder bro- 
ther, what inward ftorms and agonies he fuftained by 
the ghoftly enemy, you have partly heard before dc- 
fcribed : now what his bodily enemies wrought againft 
him, rcmaineth to be declared^ Whofe rage and ma- 
lice, although God reftrained, that they could little 
prevail againft him fo long as life endured, yet after his 
deceafe, having power upon him, what they did you 
fhall now underftand. 

Whereupon the. fheriffs, with their under officers and 
fcrvants, being fent to feek him, came into his houfe, 
where he and his wife were. It chanced as he was in 
the chamber by himfelf, the officers burning into the 
houfe, and fearching other rooms, came to the cham- 
ber where John Glover was, who being within, and 
holding the latch foftly in his hand, perceived and heard 
the officers buttling about the door, amongft whom one 
of the faid officers having the firing in his hand, was 
ready to draw and pluck at the fame. 

In the mean time another coming by, fwhofe voire 
he heard and knew) bade them come away, faying, they 
had been there before. Whereupon they departing 
thence, went to fearch other corners of the houfe, where 
they found Agnes Glover his wife, who being carried to 
Litchfield, and there examined before the bifhop, at 
length after much ado, was conftrained to give place 
to their tyranny. John Glover, in the mean time, 
partly for care of his wife, partly through cold taken 
in the woods where he did lie, took an ague, whereupon 
not long after, he left this life, which the cruel papifl.s 
fo long had fought for. 

Thus by the mighty protection of the Almighty Lord, 
how John Glover was delivered and defended from the 
hands of the perfecuting enemies during all the time of 
his life, you have heard. Now what befel after the 
time of his death, both to him and his brother Wil- 
liam, is worthy lo be remembered. After he was dead 
and buried i-. the church-yard, without prieft, or clerk, 
Dr. Dracott, then chancellor, fix weeks after, fent lor 
the parfon of the town, and demanded how it hap- 
pened that he was there buried. The parfon anfwered, 
that he was then fick, and knew not of it. Then the 
chancellor commanded the parfon to go home, ami 
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to caufe the body of the faid John Glover 10 be taken 
UP) and to be caft over the wall into the higli-uny: 
the parfon again anfwered, that he had been fix uecks 
jn the earth, and fo fmelled, that none were able to 
endure it. Well, quoth Dr. Dracor, then take this 
bill, and pronounce him in the pulpit a damned foul, 
and a twelvemonth after take up his bones, (for then 
the flefh will be confumcdj and caft them over the 
wall, that the carts and horfes may tread upon them, 
and then I will come and hallow again that place in the 
church-yard where he was buried. Recorded by the 
parfon of the town, who told the fame to Hugh Bur- 
rows, dwelling at Fynden, in Derbyfhire, and to Mr. 
Robert Glover's wife, by whofe credible information 
we received the fame. 

Not much unlike ufage was pradtifed alfo by thefe 
catholic children of the mother church, upon the body 
of William, the third brother, whom, afrcr it had pleafed 
Almigbiy God about the fame feafon to call out o! this 
vale ot mifery, the well-difpofed people of the town of 
Wemc, in Shropfhire, where he died, brought the body 
into the parifh church, intending to have it there buried. 
But one Bernard, being then curate of the faid church, 
in order to /top the burial thereof, rode to the hifhop 
named Ralph Baine,* to certify him of the matter, and 
to have his advice therein. In the mean time, the body 
lying there a whole day, in the night-time one Richard 
Morice, a taylor, would have interred him. But then 
came John Thorlyne, of Weme, with (bme others, of 
Weme, and would not fuffer the body to be buried ; 
exprefling to us the contrary examples of good Tobit; 
for as he was religious in burying the dead, fo this man's 
religion confifts in not burying the dead ; fo that after 
he had lain there two days and one night, the aforcfaid 
Bernard, the curate, came with the bilhop's letter, the 
contents of which letter being copied out word for 
word, here follow. 

A COPY of the BISHOP'S LETTER -written to the 
PARISH of WEME. 

UNDERSTANDING that one Glover an heretic is 
dead in the parifh of Weme, which Glover hath, 
all the time of my being in this country, been known for 
a rebel againft our holy faith and religion, a contemner 
of the holy facraments and ceremonies ufed in the holy 
church, and hath fcparated himfelr from the holy com- 
munion of all good chriftian men, and never required to 
be reconciled to our mother holy church, nor in his laft 
days did call for hisfpiritual father, but died without the 
rites belonging to a chriftian man; I thought it good 
not only to command the curate of Weme, that he 
fhould not be honoured with chriftian burial, but alfo 
will and command all the parifh of Wemc, that no man 
procure help, nor fpeak to have him buried in holy 
ground : but I do charge and command the church- 
wardens of Weme in fpecial, and all the parifh of the 
fame, that they afTift the faid curate in defending and 
hindering, and procuring that he be not buried "in the 
church, or within the walls of the church-yard: and 
likewifc I cha.ge thofe that brought the body to the 
place to carry it away again, and that at their charge, as 
they will anfwer at their peril. At Ecclefch, this fixth 
of September, 1*55. 

By your Ordinary, RADULPH, 

Coventry and Litchfield. 

By virtue of this aforefaid letter, fo it fell our, that 
they who brought the corpfe thither, were obliged to 
carry it back again at their own charges. But as the 
body was corrupted, and fmelt fo ftrong that no man 
could well come near it, they were forced to draw it with 
horfes into a broom-field, and there he was buried. 

The like example of charitable affedtion in thefe 
catholic churchmen, is alfo to be feen and noted in the 
burying of one Edward Burton, lifq; who in the fame 
diocefe of Chefter, departing out of this world the very 
day before queen Elizabeth was crowned, required of his | 
friends, as they would anfwer for it, that his body fhould 
be buried in his parifh church, (which was St. ( nan's, in I 



Shrewfbury) fo that no mafs-monger fhould be prefent 
thereat. Which thing bcir.<r declared to the curate of 
that parifh, named John Marfhall, and the body being 
'withal brought to the burial, upon the fame day when 
the queen was crowned, the curate being therewith 
offended, faid plainly, that he fhould not be buried in the 
church there. Whereupon one of the friends of the 
deceafed, named George Torpcllev, anfwering acrain, 
faid. That God would judge him in the laft day, &c. 
Then faid the pricft, Judge God or devil, the body lhall 
not come there. And fo they buried him in his own 
garden, where he is no douhr as near the kingdom of hea- 
ven as if he had been buried in the midftof the church. 

Moreover, in the faid county of Salop, I find that one 
Oliver Richardine, of the parifh of Whitchurch, was 
burnt in Hartford-weft, fir John Yonge being (heriff the 
fame time, which fecmeth 10 be about the lali year of 
king Henry the eighth. Whofe name, aj it was not 
mentioned before, I thought here to give fome lit'ie 
touch of him, having now in hand to fpeak of the perfe- 
cution within the diocefe of Covencry and Litchfield. 



The MARTYRDOM of WILLIAM WOLSEY, and 
ROBERT PYGOT, Painter. 
II-LIAM Wolfey' and Robert Pvgot, both in- 
habitants of the town of Wifbich, were the next 
condemned after the fuffering of Robert Glover and 
Cornelius Bungcy. Thefe two bleffed martyrs were 
judged and condemned at Ely, by John Fuller, the 
bifbop's chancellor of lily, Dr. Shaxtone, his fuffragan, 
Robert Stewart, dean of'EIV, John Chriftopherfon, dean 
of Norwich, Odlobcro, 1555. The faid William Wol- 
fey, who was then a conftable, through the means of 
one -Richard Everard, gentleman, a jtiftice appointed 
for thofe days, who cruelly treated the faid William 
Wolfey, was caufed to put in furcties for his good beha- 
viour and appearance at the next general feflions held 
within the Ifle of Ely. Being called again at the next: 
feflions, he was ftill conftrained to put in new fureties, 
which at length he refufed to do, and fo was committed 
to jail, at the affize held at Ely in Lenr. 

In the Eafter week following, Dr. Fuller, the chan- 
cellor, with Chriftopherfon, and one Dr. Yong, came to 
confer with him, who laid earneftly to his charge that 
he was not of the catholic faith, defiring him to meddle 
no further with the fcriptures, than it did become fuch 
a lay-man as he was, to do. The faid William Wolfey 
ftanding ftill a great while, fuffering them to fay their 
pleafure, at laft he anfwered in this wife ; Good Mr. 
Doctor, What did our Saviour Chrift mean, when he 
fpakc thefe words wn'tten in the 23d chapter of St. 
Matthew's gofpcl, " Woe be unto you fcribes and pha- 
rifecs, hypocrites ; for ye fhut up the kingdom of hea- 
ven againft men: for ye neither go in you.-felvcs, nei- 
ther fuffer ye them that are entering to go in." 

Yea, faith Dr. Fuller, you muft underftand, that 
Chrift fpake to the fcribes and pharifces. 

Nay, Mr. Dodtor, Chrift fpake even to you, and your 
fellows here prefent, and to all others fuch as you be. 

Away, Mr. Dodtor, faid Chriftopherfon, for you can 
do no good with this man Yet, faith Dr. Fuller, I 
will leave thee a book to read, I promife thee of a learned 
man's doing, that is to fay, of Dr. Watfon's doing (who 
was then bifliop of Lincoln). 

Wolfey receiving the fame book, did diligently read 
it over, which in many places did manifeftly appear con- 
trary to the known truth of God's word. At length, a 
fortnight or three weeks following, the faid Dr. Fuller 
retorting again to the prifon to confer with the fii'd 
Wolfey, afked him how he liked the faid book, (think- 
ing that lie had won him by the reading of the fame} 
who anfwered him and faid. Sir, I like the book* no 
otherwife than I thought before I fhould find it. 
Wherefore the chancellor taking his book, departed 

At night when Dr. Fuller came to his chamber ro 
look on it, he found in many places, contrary ro his 
mind. 



w 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q,- Mary. A. D. i 55s . 



_i2i 

mind, the book rafcd with a pen by the faid Wolfey. 
Which he ft-eing, and being vexed therewith, faid, 

0 this is an oblhnate hcietic, and hath quite marred 

my book. 

Then thcafiizts to be held at Wifbich drawing nigh, 
Dr. Fuller cometh again to the faid Wolfey, and (pake 
unto him on this manner: Thou doft much trouble 
my confcience, wherefore I pray thee depart, and rule 
thy tongue, fo that I hear no more complaint of thec, 
and come to the church when thou wilt, and if thou 
be complained upon, fo far as I may, I promife thee I 
will not hear of it. 

Mr. Doctor, faid Wolfey, I was brought hither by a 
law, and by a law I will be delivered. 

Then being brought to the feffions before named, 
Wolfey was laid in the caflle at Wifbich, he and all his 
friends thinking, that he fhould have fuffered there at 
that prefent time, but it proved otherwife. 

Then Robert Pygot, the painter, being at liberty, was 
there prefentcd by fome evil difpoicd perfons (fworn 
men as ihcy called them) for not coming to the church. 

T he faid Pygot being called in the feffions, would not 
abfent himfclf, but there did plainly appear before fir 
Ciement Hygham, being judge, who faid unto him ; 
Ah, are you the holy father the painter? How chance 
you came not to the' church ? Sir, quoth the painter, I 
am not out of the church, I truft in God. 

No, fir, faid the judge, this is no church, this is a 
hall. Yea, fir, faid Pigot, I know very well it is a 
hall : but he that is in the true faith of Jefus Chrift, is 
never abfenr, but in the church of God. 

Ah, iirrah, faid rhc judge, you are too high learned 
foi me to talk with, wherefore I will fend you to them 
that are better learned than 1, ftraightway command- 
ing him to the jail where Wolfey lay. So the feffions 
being broke up and ended, the faid Wolfey and Pygot 
were carried again to Ely to prifon, where they both 
remained till the day of their death. 

In the mean time fome of their neighbours of Wif- 
bich being at Ely, came to fee how they did. There 
came hither alfo a chaplain of bifhop Goodrick's, a 
Frenchman born, one Peter Valentius, who faid to the 
faid Wolfey and Pygot : My brethren, according to my 
office I am come to talk with you, for I have been am- 
ner here thefe twenty years and above. Wherefore I 
mult defire you, my brethren, to take it in good part 
that I am come to talk with you, I promife you not to 
pull you from your faith. But 1 both require and de- 
iire, in the name of Jefus Chrilf, that you (iand to the 
truth of the gofpel and word, and I befcech ihc Al- 
mighty God, for his Son Jefus Chrifl's fake, to preferve 
both you and me in the fame unto the end. For 1 know- 
not myfelf (my brethren) how foon I fhall be at the 
fame point that you are. Thefe with many other like 
words he made an end, caufing all that were there pre- 
fent to water their cheeks, contrary to the expectation 
they all had of him. God be praifed therefore. 

Then within a lhort time after, Pygot and Wolfey 
were culled to judgment about the 9th of October, 
before Dr. Puller, then chancellor, with old Dr. Shax- 
ton, Chriltopherfon, and others in commifiion, who 
laid earneftly. to their charge for their belief in divers 
articles, but especially of the facrament of the altar. 
Whereunto their anfwer was, That the facrament of 
the altar was an idol, and that the natural body and 
blood of Chrift was not prefent really in the facrament ; 
and to this opinion they laid they would ftick, perfectly 
believing the fame to be no herefy that they had affirm- 
ed, but the very truth, whereunto they would ftand. 
Then the doctors faid, that they were out of the catho- 
lic faith. 

Then Dr. Shaxton faid unto them. Good brethren, 
remember yourfclvcs.and become new men, for I my- 
felf was in this fond opinion that you are now in, but 

1 am now become a new man. 

Ah, faid Wolfey, are you become a new man? Woe 
be to thee, thou wicked new man, for God fhall juftly 
judge thec. 

Dr. Fuller then fpake, faying, This Wolfey is an 
obftinate fellow, and one that I could never do good 



upon. But as for the painter, he is a man quiet and 
indifferent, (as far as I perceive) and is foon reformed, 
and may very well be delivered for any ill opinion I 
find in him. 

Then Chriflopherfon called for pen and ink, and 
wrote thefe words following: 1 Robert Pygot do be- 
lieve, that after the word of confec ration fpoken by the 
prieff, there remaineth no more bread and wine, but 
the very body and blood of Chrift really and fubltan- 
tially, the felf-fame that was born of the virgin Mary ; 
and reading it to the painter, he faid thus, Doft thou 
believe all this according as it is written? 

No, fir, faid the painter, that is your faith, and not 

Chriflopherfon. Lo, Dr. Fuller, you would have let 
this fellow go, he is as much an heretic as the other. 
And fo immediately judgment was given upon them to 
die. Which done, after the fentence read, they were 
fent again to prifon, where they lay till the day of their 
death. On which day, one Peacock, a baichelor of 
divinity, being appointed to preach, took his textoutof 
the firft epiftjc of St. Paul to the Corinthians, chap. v. 
ofonethat had lived inordinately by abuiing hisfather's 
wife; likening the faid Pigot and Wolfey to the fame 
man, oftentimes faying, that fuch members muff be 
cut off from the congregation ; moft malicioufly re- 
porting the faid Wolfey to be clean out of the faith, 
and in many places quite denying the fcriptures. 

So his fermon being ended, the aforefaid Pygot and 
Wolfey were brought to the place of execution, and fo 
bound to the ftake with a chain ; thither came one 
Richard Collinfon, a prieft, at that time defiitute of 
any abiding place or fettled benefice, who faid unto 
Wolfey, Brother Wolfey, the preacher hath openly re- 
ported in his fermon this day, that you are. quite out of 
the catholic faith, and deny baptifm, and that you do 
err in the holy fcripture; wherefore 1 befeech you, for 
the certifying of my confcience, with others here pre- 
fent, that you do declare in what place of the fcripture 
you do err and find fault. 

IVolfey. I take the eternal and everlafting God to 
witnefs, that I do err in no part or point of God's book, 
the holy bible, but hold and believe in the fame to be 
molt firm and found doctrine in all points moft worthy 
for my falvation, and for all other chriftians to the end 
of the world. Whatfoever mine adverfaries report at" 
me, God forgive them therefore. With that came one 
to the fire with a great iheet full of books to burn, like 
as they had been New Tcftamenrs. O, faid Wolfey, 
give me one of them, and Pygot defired another, both 
of them clapping them clofe to their breafts, faying the 
1 06th Pfalm, defiring all the people to fey, Amen, 
and fo received the fire moft thankfully. 

Concerning the ftory of William Wolfey, I received 
moreover from the univerfity of Cambridge, by a cre- 
dible perfon, and my faithful friend William Fulke, 
this relation, which I thought in this place not im- 
proper to be notified to the reader, in order and form 
as followeth. 

There were two godly martyrs burnt at Ely, the one 
named Wolfey, the other Pygot. In thefe two appeared 
a different difpofition of fpirit. Pygot was mild, hum- 
ble, and modeft, promifing that he would be conform- 
able to his perfecutors, if they could perfuade him by 
the fcripture. Wolfey was ftout, ffrong, and vehe- 
ment, as one having the fulnefs of the Spirit, and dc- 
tcfted all their doing, as of whom he was fure to re- 
ceive nothing but cruelty and tyranny. He was won- 
derfully jealous over his companion, fearing left his 
gentle nature w ould have been overcome by the flatter- 
ing enticements of the world, and therefore the fame 
day that they were burnt, when they would have talked 
with him alone, he pulled him away from themalmoft 
by force. He was fo defirous .to glorify God with his 
fuffering, that being wonderfully fore tormented in the 
prifon with the tooth-ach, he feared nothing more than 
that he lhould depart before the day of execution 
(which he called his glad day) were come. 

This Wolfey being in prifon at Ely, was vifitcd by 
Thomas Hobilo, bre .ver, in Ely. To him he delivered 
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certain money to be diftributed fas he appointed) part 
10 his wife, and part to his kinsfolks and friends, and 
Specially fix fhillings and eight-pence, 10 be delivered. 
co o ne Richard Denton, a friiith, dwelling at Wells, in 
Cambridgefliire, within the jurifdicf ion of the ifle of 
jEly, with his commendation, that he marvelled that 
he tarried fo long behind him, feeing that he was the 
firit that delivered him the book of fcripture into his 
hand, and told him that it was the truth, de-firing him 
10 make hafte after as faff as he could. 

This Thomas Hodilo, both to avoid the danger of 
the time, and to have a witnefs of his doings herein, 
delivered the fame Aim of money to one Mr. Law- 
rence, a preacher, in Effex, (who then reforted often 
tohis houfe) to bediftributed as Wblfey had appointed ; 
which thing he performed, riding from place to place. 
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And when his fix fhillings a»d eight-pence was deli- 
vered to Richard Dentorj, with the commendaripn 
aforefaid, his anfwer was this, I confefs it is true, but 
alas ! I cannot burn. This was almoft one whole year 
after Wblfey was burnt. But he that could not burn 
for the caufe of Chrifr, was afterwards burnt againft his 
will, even after Chrift had given peace to his church. 
For on Tuefday, the 1 8th of April, 1564, his houfe 
was fet on fire, and he endeavouring to fave his goods, 
perifiied in the flames, with two others that were in the 
fame houfe. Witnefied by 

THO. HODILO, and WILL, FULKE. 
Not much unlike this, Has the example of Mr. Weft, 
chaplain to bifhop Ridley, who refufing to die in the 
caufe of Chrifr, with his matter, faid mafs againft. his 
eonfeience, and died foon after. 
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The HISTORY of Dr. NICHOLAS RIDLEY, and 
Mr. HUGH LATIMER, both BISHOPS. 

ON the 17th of October, 1555, (the day on which 
William Wolfey and Thomas Pygot fuffered at 
Ely) thofe two famous and Angular captains, the prin- 
cipal pillars of Chrift's church, Dr. Nicholas Ridley, 
bifhop of London, and Mr. Hugh Latimer, fometime 
bifhop of Worccfier, were cruelly burnt in one fire at 
Oxford. Men, ever memorable for their piety, learn- 
ing, and incomparable ornaments and gifts of grace. 

Dr. Ridley was born in the county of Northumber- 
land ; when a child, he learned his grammar in New- 
caftlc, and was removed from thence to the univerfity 
of Cambridge, where he in a fliort time became fo fa- 
mous, that for his Angular aptnefs he was called to be 
head of Pembroke Hall, and there made doctor of di- 
vinity. After this he travelled to Paris, and at his re- 
turn was made chaplain to king Henry the eighth; and 
promoted afterwards by him to the bifhopric of Ro- 
chefter, and from thence.tranilated to the fee and bifhop- 
ric of London, in king Edward's day*. 

Bifhop Ridley, after the coming in of queen Mary, 
was one of the firft that hands were laid on, and com- 
mitted to prifon, as before hath been lufliciently de- 
clared : firft in the Tower, and from thence tranflated 
with the archbifhop of Canterbury, and Mr. Latimer 
to Oxford, and with them inelofed in the common 
prifon of Boccardo; but at length being leparated 
from them, he was committed to cuftody in the houfe 
of one Irifh, where he was committed till the day of his 
martyrdom, which was from the year of our Lord 1554, 
till Oct. 16, 1555. 

Dr. RIDLEY'* Attfwers in Company with Mr. LA- 
TIMER, in Prifon, upon the Objefiions of ANTO- 
Ni AN, meaning by that Name fame Popilh Perfccutor, 
as Winchester, alluding thereby to the Story of VIC- 
TOR, lib. 3. De Perfecut. Aphri. 

Objefiion 1. A LL men marvel greatly, why you, af- 
jLx. ter the liberty you have granted unto 
you, more than the reft, do not go to maft, which is a 
thing much efieemed of all men, yea, of the queen hcr- 

Ridlcy. Becaufe no man that layeth hand on the 
plough"and looketh back is fit for the kingdom of 
God, and alfo for the felf-fame caufe why St. Paul 
would not fuffer Titus to be circumcifed, which is, 
that the truth of the gofpel might remain with us in- 
corrupt, Gal. ii. And alfo, If I build agaiif the things 
which I dcflroyed, I make myfelf a trefpafTer. This 
is likewife another caufe : left I fhould fcem by out- 
ward fact to ajlow the thing, which I am perfunded is . 
aS- 



contrary to found doctrine, and fo fhould be a ftumb- 
ling-block unto the weak. But woe be unto him by 
whom offence Cometh : it were better for him that a 
niill-ftone were hanged about his neck, and be caft 
into the midft of the fca. 

ObjeBion 2. What is it then that offendeth you fp 
greatly in the mafs, that you will not vouchfafe once 
to hear or fee it ? And from whence cometh this new- 
religion upon you ? Have you not ufed in times paffc 
to fay mafs yourfelf ? 

Ridley. I confefs unto you my fault and ignorance; 
but know you that for thefe matters J have done pe- 
nance long ago, both at St. Paul's Grofs, and alfp 
openly in the pulpit at Cambridge, and I truft Go^I 
hath forgiven me this mine offence : for ldid it igno- 
rantly. fiut if you be defirous to know^ and will vouch- 
fafe to hear what things do offend me in the mafs, I 
will rehearfc tbofe things which be molt clear, and 
feem mo.fr manifeftly to repugn againft God's word, 
and they be thefe : The ftrange tongue, the want of the 
fhewing of the Lord's death, the breaking of the Lord's 
commandment of having a communiori ; the facra- 
mcnt is not communicated to all under both kinds, 
according to the word of the Lord j the fign is fer- 
vilely worfhipped for the thing fignified ; Chrift's paf- 
fion is injured, forafmiich as this mafs-facrificc is af- 
firmed to remain for the purging of fins ; to be fhorr, 
the manifold fuperftitions, and trifling fooleries which 
are in the mafs, and about the fame. 

Latimer. Better a few things well pondered, than to 
trouble the memory with too much; you fhall prevail 
more with praying, than with ftudying, though mix- 
ture be beft, for fo one fhall alleviate the tedioufnefs 
of the other. I intend not to contend much with them 
in words, after a reafonable account of my faith given : 
for it will be but in vain. They will fay, as their fa- 
thers faid, wherr they have no more to fay : We have a 
law, and by our law we ought to die. Be you ftedfaft 
and immoveable, faith St. Paul: and again, Stand faff. : 
and how oft is this repeated, If you abide, &c. But 
we Ihall be called obltinate, fturdy, ignorant, heady, 
and what not; fo th:it a man hath need of much pa- 
tience, having to do with fuch men. 

ObjcSlion^. But you know how great 3 crime it is to 
fcparate yourself froni the communion or lellovvfhip of 
the church, and to make a fchifm, or divifion. You 
have been reported to have hated the feift of the Ana- 
baptifts, and always to have impugned the fame. 
Moreover, this was the pernicious error of Novatus, 
and of the heretics called [Cathari], that they would 
not communicate uith the church. 

4 B Ridley. 
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Ridley. I know that the unity of the church is to be 
retained by all means, and the fame is neceffary to fal- 
vation. But I do not take the mafs, as it is at this 
day, for the communion of the church, but a popifh 
device, whereby both the commandment and the infti- 
tution of our Saviour Chrift, for the oft frequenting of 
the remembrance of his death, is eluded, and the peo- 
ple of God are mifc-rably deluded. The fcdl of the 
Anabaptiils, and the herefy of the Novitians, ought of 
right to be condemned, forafmuch as without any juft 
or neceffary cnufe, they wickedly feparate themfelves 
from the communion of the congregation, for they did 
not alledge that the facraments were unduly admi- 
hiftered, but turning their eyes from themfelves, 
wherewith, according to Sr. Paul's rule, they ought 
to examine, themfelves, and carting their eyes ever 
upon others, either minifters, or communicants with 
them, they always reproved fomcthing, for which 
they abftained from the communion, as from an un- 
holy thing. 

Objctlion 4. But admit there be in the mafs, that 
peradventure might be amended, or at leaft made bet- 
ter : yea, feeing you will have it fo, admit there be a 
fault ; if you do not confent thereto, why do you trou- 
ble yourfclf in vain? Do not you know both by Cy- 
prian and Auguftine, that communion of facraments 
doth not defile a man, but confent of deeds? 

Ridley. If it were any one trifling ceremony, or if it 
were fomc one thing of itfelf indifferent, (although I 
would willi nothing fhould be done in the church 
which doth not edify the fame) yet for the continu- 
ance of the common quietnefs I could be content to 
bear ir. But forafmuch as things done in the mafs 
tend openly to the overthrow of Chrift's inftitution, 
I judge that by no means either in word or deed I 
ought to confent unto it. As for that which is ob- 
jected out of the fathers, I acknowledge it to be well 
fpoken, if it be well underftood. But it is meant of 
them which fuppofe they are defiled, if any fecret vice 
be either in the minifters, or in them that communi- 
cate with them ; and is not meant of them which do 
abhor fuperftition, and wicked traditions of men, and 
will not fuffer the fame to be thruft upon themfelves, 
or upon the church, inficad of God's word and the 
truth of the gofpcl. 

Objection 5. Confider into whatdangcrs you caft your- 
felf, if you forfake the church ; and you cannot but 
forfake it, if you refufe to go to mafs. For the rnafs 
is the facrament of unity; without the r.rk there is no 
falvarion. The church is the ark and Peter's fhip. 
You know this faying well enough. He fhall not have 
God to be his Father, which acknowledgcth not the 
church to be his mother. Moreover, without the 
church, (faith St. Auguftinc) be the life ever fo well 
fpent, none fhall inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

Ridley. The holy catholic or univerfal church, which 
is the communion of faints, the houfe of God, the city 
of God, the fpoufe of Chrift, the body of Chrift, the 
pillar and ftay of truth ; this church I believe accord- 
ing to the creed. The guide of this church is the Holy 
Ghoft. In times paft, (faith Chryfoftom) there were 
many ways to know the church of Chrift, that is to fay, 
by good life, by miracles, by chaftity, by doctrine, by 
adminiftering the facraments. But from that time 
that herefies did take hold of the church, it is only 
known by the fcriptures, which is the true church. 
They have all things in outward fliow, which the true 
church hath in truth. • To that which they fay, That 
the mafs is the facrament of unity, 1 anfwer ; The bread 
which we break, according to the inftitution of the' 
Lord, is the facrament of the unity of Chrift's myfti- 
cal body. For we being many, are one bread and one 
body, forafmuch as we are all partakers of one bread. 
But in the mafs, the Lord's inftitution ( is not obferved ; 
for we are not all partakers of one bread, but one de-* 
voureth all, &c. So that (as it is ufed) it may feem a 
facrament of Angularity, and of a certain fpecial pri- 
vilege for one feet of people, whereby they may be dif- 
cerned fiom the reft, rather than a facrament of unity, 
wherein our knitting together in one is reprcfented. 



Obje&ion 6. That church which you have defcribed 
to me is invifible, but Chrift's coming is vifible and 
known. For elfe why ftiould Chrift have faid, Tell it 
unto the church. For he had commanded in vain to 
go unto his church, if a man cannot tell which it is. 

Ridley. The church which 1 have defcribed is vifi- 
ble, it hath members which may be feen ; but either 
if our eyes be fo dazzled, that wc cannot fee, or that 
Satan hath brought fuch darknefs into the world, that 
it is hard to difcern the church, that is not the fault 
of the church, but either of our blindnefs, or of Satan's 
darknefs. But yet in this molt deep darknefs, there 
is one moft clear candle, which of itfelf alone is able 
to put away all darknef^. Thy word is a candle unto 
my feet, and a light unto my fteps. 

Objeaion-]. The church of Chrift is a catholic or uni. 
verfal church, difperfed throughout the whole world; 
this church is the great houfe of God, in this are good' 
men and evil mingled together, goats and ftieep, corn 
and chaff; it is the net which gathereth all kinds of 
fifties ; this church cannot err, becaufe Chrift hath pro- 
mifedithis Spirit, which (hall lead it into all truth, and 
that the gates of hell fhall nor prevail againftit; that he 
will be with it unto the end of the world ; whatfoeverit 
fhall loofe or bind upon earth fhall be ratified in hea- 
ven, &c. This church is the pillar and ftay of truth ; 
that is it for which St. Augultine faith, he believeth 
the gofpel. But this univerfal church alloweth the 
mafs, becaufe the greater part of the fame alloweth it. 

Ridley. 1 grant that the name of the church is taken 
after three divers manners in the fcripture. Some- 
times for the whole multitude of them who profefs the 
name of Chrift, of which they are alfo named Chrif- 
tians. But as St. Paul faith of the Jews, not every 
one is a Jew, that is a Jew outwardly, &c. neither yet 
all that be of Ifrael are counted the feed ; even fb, not 
every one that is a chriftian outwardly is a chriftian 
indeed. For if any man have not jhe Spirij of Chrift, 
the fame is none of his. Therefore that church which 
is his body, and of which Chrift is the head, ftandcth 
only on living ftones, and true chi iftians, not only out- 
wardly in name and title, but inwardly in heart and in 
truth. But forafmuch as this church, (which is the 
fecond taking of the church) as touching the outward 
fellowfhip, is contained within the great houfe, and 
hath with the fame outward fociety of the facraments 
and miniflry of the word, many things are fpoken of 
that univerfal church (which St. Auguliine calleth the 
mingled church) which cannot truly be underftood, 
but only of that pure part of the church. So that the 
rule of Ticonius concerning the mingled church, may 
here well take place ; where there is attributed unto 
the whole church that which cannot agree to the fame, 
but by reafon of the one part thereof; that is, either 
for the multitude of good men, which is the very true 
church indeed ; or for the multitude of evil men, 
which is the malignant church and fynagogue of Sa- 
tan. And there is alfo a third taking of the church; 
of which although there be feldom mention in the 
fcriptures, in that fignification, yet in the world, even 
in the moft famous affemblies of Chrinendom, this 
church hath borne the greateft fway. This diftindtion 
prefuppofed of the three forts of churches, it is an 
cafy matter, by a figure called Synecdoche, to give to 
the mingled and univerfal church that which cannot 
be truly underftood, but only of the one part thereof. 
But if any man will ftiffly affirm, that Univerfal doth 
fo pertain unto the church, that whatfoever Chrift 
hath promifed to the church, it mult needs be under- 
ftood of that, I would gladly know of the fame man 
where that univerfal church was in the times of the pa-' 
triarchs and prophets, of Noah, Abraham, and Mofes, 
(at fuch time as the people would have ftoned him) of 
Elias, of Jeremiah, in the times of Chrift, and the 
difperfion of the apoltlcs, in the time of Arius, when 
Conftantius was emperor, and Felix, bifliop of Rome, 
fucceeded Liberius. It is worthy tc be noted, what 
Lyrawriteth upon Matthew; Thechurch (faith he)doth 
not ftand in men by reafon of their power or dignity, 
whether it be ec-cletialtical or fecular. For princes and 
popes 
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uopes, and other inferiors, have been found to have fallen 
away from God. Therefore the church confirteth in 
thofe perfons, in whom is true knowledge and confeffion 
of the faith, and of the truth. 

ObjeBion 3. General councils reprefent the univerfal 
church, and have this proniife of Chrift ; Where two or 
three be gathered together in my name; there am I in 
the midft of then). If Chrift be prefent with two or 
three, then much more where there is fo great a multi- 
tude. &c. But in general councils mafs hath been 
approved and ufed. 

Ridley. Of the univerfal church, which is mingled of 
good and bad, thus I think ,- Whenfoever they which 
be chief in it, which rule and govern the fame, and to 
whom the whole myftical body of Chrift doth obey, are 
the lively members of Chrift, and walk after the guiding 
and rule of his word, and go before the flock to ever- 
lafting life, then undoubtedly councils gathered together 
of fuch guides and payors of the' chriftian flock, do 
indeed reprefent the chriftian church ; and being fo 
gathered in the name of Chrift, they have a proniife of" 
The gift and guiding of his Spirit into all truth. But 
that any fuch council hath at anytime allowed the mafs, 
fuch an one as ours was of late, in a ftrangc tongue, and 
(tuffed with fo many abfurditics, errors, and fuperfl.i- 
tions; that I utterly deny, and affirm it to be impoffi- 
ble. For like as there is no agreement betwixt light 
and darfcnefs, betwixt Chrift and Belial; fo Purely fu- 
pcrftition and the fincerc religion of Chrift, will-wor- 
ihip and the pure worfhipping of God, fuch as God re- 
quired! of his, that is, in fpirit and truth, never can 
agree together. But you will fay, where fo great a com- 
pany is gathered together, it rs not credible but there 
arc two or three gathered in the name of Chrift. I an- 
swer, If there be one hundred good, and two hundred 
bad, (forasmuch as the decrees and ordinances are pro- 
nounced according to the greater number of the multi- 
tude of voices) what can the lefs number of voices 
avail ? It is a known thing, and a common proverb, 
oftentimes the greater part overcometh the better. 

ObjeBion 9. If the matter mould go thus, that in ge- 
neral councils men fhould not ftand to the greater num- 
ber of the multitude (I mean of them which ought to 
give voices) then fhould no certain rule be left unto the 
church, by which controverfies in weighty matters might 
be determined ; but it is not to be believed, that Chrift 
would leave his church deftituto of fo neceffary a help 
and fafegtiard. 

Ridley. Chrift, who is the moft loving fpoufe of his 
church, who alfo gave himfelf for it, that he might 
fanctify it unto himfelf, did give unto it abundantly all 
things which are neceffary to falvation ; but yet fo, that 
the church ftiould declare itfelf obedient unto him in 
all Things, and keep itfelf within the bounds of his com- 
mandments, and further not to fee k any thing which he 
tcacheth not, as neceffary unto falvation. Now further, 
for determination of all controverts in Chrift's reli- 
gion, Chrift himfelf hath left unto the church not only 
Mofcs and the prophets, whom he willeth in all doubts 
to go umo, and afk counfel at, but alfo the gofpels, and 
the reft of the body of the New Tcftament ; in which 
whatfocver is heard of Mofes and the prophets, and 
whatfoevef is neceffary to be known unto falvation, is 
revealed and opened. 

ObjeBion to. If you fay that councils have fome- 

timcs erred; or may err, how then ftiould we believe the j 

catholic church? lince councils arc gathered by the au- j 
thority of the carholic church . 

Ridley. From may be, to be indeed, is no-good argu- ji 

ment : But from being, to may be, no man dq'ubtcih jj 

but it is a moft fure argument. But now that councils j 

have fometimcs erred, it is manifeft. How many coun- j 

eils were there in the eaftern parts of the world, which 'j 

condemned the Nicene council ? and all thofe who |j 

would nor forfake the fame, they calfcd by a flanderous I 
name (as they thought) Houmoufians. Was hot Atha- 

".ilius, Chrylbflom, Cyril, Euftachius, men verv well II 
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learned, and of godly life, banifhed and condemned as fa- 
mous heretics, and that by wicked councils ? How many 
things are there in the canons and inftitutions of the 
councils, which the papiffs thcmfelves do much diflike? 
But here peradventure one man Will fay unto me, We 
will grant you this in provincial councils, or councils 
of Ibme one nation, that they may fometimcs err, forfo- 
much as they do not reprcicnt the univerfal church j but 
it is not to be believed, that the general and full coun- 
cils have erred at any time. Here if 1 had my books of 
the councils, or rather fuch notes as I have gathered out 
of thofe books, I could bring foinething which fhould 
ferve for this purpofe. But now feeing I have them 
. not, I will recite one place only out of St. Aultin, 
which, in my judgment, may fuffice in this matter in- 
ftead of many. Who knoweth not (faith he) that the 
holy fcripture is fo fet before us, tnat it is not lawful to 
doubt of it, and that the letters of bifhops may be re- 
proved by other men's words, and by councils, and 
that the councils themfelvcs which are gathered by pro- 
vinces and countries, do give place to the authority of 
the general and full councils; and that the former and 
general councils are amended by the latter, when as by 
fome experience of things, either what was (hut up, ii 
opened, or that' which was hid, is known. Thus much 
our of St. Auftin. But I will plead upon pur Anto- 
nun, upon matter conk-fled. Here with us as when 
popeiy reigned, J pray you how doth that book, which 
was called, The bifhop's book, made in the time of king 
Henry the eighth, whereof the biftiop of Winchefter is 
thought to be cither the firft father, or chief gatherer; 
howdoth it (I fay) fliarply reprove the Florentine coun- 
cil, in which was decreed the fupremacy of the biftiop 
of Rome, and that with the confent of the emperor of 
Conftantinople, and of the Grecians? So that in thofe 
days our learned ancient fathers and bifhops of £ng- 
Iahd did not flick to affirm, that a general cpuncij 
might err. 

ObjeBion II. St. Auftin faith, the good men are fiot 
to be forfaken for the evil, but the evil are to be borne 
withal for the good. You will not fay (I fuppofc) that 
in our congregations all be evil. 

Ridley. I fpeak nothing of the gOodnefs pr badndfs 
of your congregations ; but I fight in Chrift's quarrel 
againft the mafs, which doth utterly take away and bver-r 
throw the ordinance of Chrift. Let that be taken quite 
away, and then the partition wall that made the ftrife 
fliall be broken down. Now to the place of St. Auftitr, 
for bearing with the evil for the good's fake, there 
ought to be added other words, which the fame writer 
hath expreffed in other places; that is, if thofe evil rften 
do caft abroad no feeds of falfe do.ctrine, nor lead others 
to deftruction by their example. 

ObjeBion 11. It is perilous to attempt any new thing 
in the church, which lacketh example of good men. 
How much more perilous is it to commit any act, unto 
which the examples of the prophets, of Chrift, and of 
the apoftlcs, arc contrary ? But unto this your fact, in 
abftainrng from the church by reafbn of the mafs, the 
examples of the prophets,' of Chrift, and of the apof- 
tlcs, are clean contrary : therefore, &c. The firft part 
of the argument is evident, and the fecond part I prove 
thus. In the times of the prophets, of Chrift, and his 
apoftlcs, all things were molt corrupt. The people 
were mifcrably given to fupcrftition, the priefts defpifed 
the law of God ; and yet notwithstanding we read not 
that the prophets made any fchifms or divifions ; and 
Chrift himfelt frequented the temple, and taught in the 
temple of the Jews. Peter and John went up into the 
temple at the ninth hour of prayer, Paul after the read- 
ing of the law, being defired to fay fomething to the 
people, did not rcftife to do it. Yea further, no man 
can flicWj that either the prophets, or Chrift, or his 
apoflles, did rcfufe to pray together with others, tq 
facrifice, or to be partakers of the facrament of Mofcs' 
law. 

Ridley. I giant the former part of your argument - 
and to the fecond pare I fay, that although it contain 
4 C * many 
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many true things, as of the corrupt ftare in the times of 
the prophets, of Chrift, and the apoftles ; and of the 
temple being frequented by Chrift and his apoftles ; yet 
notwithftandihg the fecond part of, your argument is 
not fufficiently proved. For you ought to have proved, 
that cither the prophets, either Chrift or his apoftles, 
did in the temple communicate with the people in any 
kind of worftiipping which is forbidden by the law of 
God,' or repugnant to the Word of God. And where do 
we read, that the prophets or the apoftles did agree 
with the people in their idolatry, when the people went 
a whoring with their hill-altars? For what caufe, I 
pray you, did the prophets rebuke the people fo much, 
as for their falfe worftiipping of God after their own 
minds, and not after God's word ? For what was fo much 
as that was? Wherefore the falfe prophets ceafed not to 
accufe the true prophets of God : therefore they beat 
them, they baniftied them, &c. How elfe, I pray you, 
can you underftand what St. Paul alledgeth, when he 
faith, What concord hath Chrift with Belial ? or what 
part hath the believer with the infidel? Or how agreeth 
the temple of God with images ? For ye are the temple 
of the living, God, as God himfelf hath faid : I will 
dwell among them, and will be their God, and they fhall 
be my people. Wherefore, come out from among them, 
and feparate yourfelves'from them (faith the Lord), and 
touch no unclean thing ; fo will I receive you, and be 
a Father unto you, and you (hall be my fons and 
daughters, faith the Lord God Almighty. 

Objection 1 3. Seeing you are obftinately fee againft 
the rriafs, that you affirm, becaufe it is done in tongue 
hot .undcrftood of the people, and for other caufes, I 
.cannot tell what ; therefore is it not the true facrament 
ordained of Chrift ? Is our baptifm, which we do ufe in 
a tongue unknown to the people, the true baptifm of 
CHrift, or no ? If it be, then the ftrange tongue doth not 
hurt the mafs. If it be not the baptifm of Chrift, tell 
me how you were baptized. Or whether will you, (as 
the anabaptifts do) that all which were baptized in 
Latin, ^fliould be baptized again in the Englifh 

Ridley. Although I would wifti baptifm to be given 
in the vulgar tongue, for the people's fake, which are 
prefent, that they may the better underftand their own 
profeffion, and alfo be more able to teach their children 
the fame, yet ndtwithftanding therc.is not like necefiity 
of the vulgar tongue in baptifm, as in the Lord's flip- 
per. Baptifm is given to children, who by reafon of 
their age are not able to underftand what is fpoken unto 
them, whatfoever it be. The Lord's fupper is, and 
ought to be given to them that are at years of maturity. 
Moreover, in baptifm, which is accuftomed to be given 
to children in the Latin tongue, all the fubftantial points 
(as a man would fay) which Chrift commanded to be 
done, are obferved. And therefore I judge that bap- 
tifm to be a perfedt and true baptifm ; and that it is not 
only not needful, but alfo not lawful for any man fo 
baptized, to be chriftened again. But yet notwithftand- 
ing, they pught to be taught thecatechifm of" the chrif- 
tian faith, when they come to years of difcretion ; which 
catechifm whofoever defpifeth, or will not defiroufly 
embrace and willingly learn, in my judgment he playcth 
not the part of a chriftian man. 

ObjeBion 14. Forafmuch as you are fo wedded to your 
opinion, that no gentle exhortations can call you home 
to a better mind, you muft be hampered by the laws, 
tfnd be compelled to obey whether you will or no, or 
elfe to fuffer that which a rebel to the laws ought to fuf- 
fer. Do you not know, that whofoever refufeth tO obey 
the laws of the realm, he bewrayeth himfelf to be an 
enemy to his country ? Do you not know this is the 
readieft way to ftir up fedition and civil war? 

Ridley. I grant it to be reafonable, that he who by 
words and gentlenefs cannot be made to yield to that 
which is right and good, fhould. be bridled by the ftrait 
correction of the laws : that is to fey, He that will not 
be fubject to God's word, muft be punilhed by the laws. 



It is true that is commonly faid, He that Willi not obey 
the gofpel, muft be tamed and taught by the rigour of 
the law. But thefe things ought to take place againft 
him, who refufeth to do that which is right and juft ac- 
cording to true godlinefs, not againft him who cannot 
quietly bear fuperftitions; but doth hate and deteft from 
his heart fuch kind of proceedings, and that for the 
glory of the name of God. To that which you, fay, a 
tranfgrelTor of the common laws bewrayeth himfelf to 
be an enemy of his country, furely a man ought to look 
unto the nature of the laws, what manner of laws they 
be which are broken. For a faithful chriftian ought 
not to think alike of all manner of laws. 

But this is the readieft way (you fay) to ftir up fedi- 
tion, to trouble the quiet of the commonwealth; there- 
fore are thefe things to be repreffed in time by force of 
laws. Behold, Satan doth not ceafe to practife his old 
guiles, and accuftomed 'fubtleties. He hath ever this 
dart in readinefs to hurl againft his adverfaries, to ac- 
cufe them of fedition, that he may bring them, if he 
can, in danger of the higher powers. For fo hath he 
by his minifter always charged the prophets of God. 
Ahab faid, iinto Elias, " Art thou he that troubleth 
Ifrael ?" The falfe prophets alfo complained to their 
princes of Jeremy, that his words were feditious, and 
not to be fuffered : did not the feribes and pharifees 
falfely accufe Chrift as a feditious perfon, and one that 
fpake againft Csefar's friend ? Did they not, at laft, cry, 
" If thou let this man go, thou art not Caefar's friend?" 
The orator Tertullus, how doth he accufe Paul before 
Felix the high deputy ? " We have found this man, 
faith he, a peftilent fellow, and a ftirrer of fedition, unto 
all the Jews in the whole world," &c. But, I pray 
you, were thefe men, as' they were called, feditious per- 
fons ? Chrift, Paul and the prophets ? God forbid. But 
they were by falfe men falfely accufed. Polycarp, the 
moft conftant martyr, when he flood before the chief 
rulers, and was commanded to blafpheme Chrift, and to 
fwear by the fortune of - Csefar, &c. he anfwered with a 
roild fpirit: We are taught (faith he) to give honour 
unto princes, and thofe powers which be of God j but 
fuch honour as is not contrary to God's religion. 

Hitherto you fee (good father) how I have in word 
only made as it were a flourilh before the fight, which I 
ihortly look for, and how I have begun to prepare certain 
kinds of weapons to fight againft the adverfary of Chrift,' 
and to mufe with myfelf how the darts of the old enemy 
may be borne off, and after what, manner I may finite 
him again with the fword of the Spirit. I learn alfo 
hereby to accuftom myfelf to armour, and to try how I 
can go armed. In Tindal, where I was born, not far 
from the borders of Scotland, I have known my coun- 
trymen to watch night and day in their harnefs, fuch as 
they had, and their fpears in their hands, efpecially 
when they had any private warning of the coming of the 
Scots. And fo doing, although at every fuch bicker- 
ing fome of them fpent their lives, yet by fuch means, 
like valiant men, they defended their country. And 
thofe that fo died, I think that before God they died in 
a good quarrel, and their offspring and progeny were 
loved by all the country the better for their father's fake. 
And in the quarrel of Chrift our Saviour, in the defence 
of his own divine ordinances, by which he giveth unto 
us life and immortality ; yea, in the quarrel of faith and 
the chriftian religion, wherein refteth our everlafting 
falvation, fhall we not watch ? Shall we .not go always 
armed ? Always looking when our adverfary (which like 
a roaring lion feeketh whom he may devour) fhall come 
upon us by ■ reafon of our flothfulnefs ? Yea, and woe 
be unto us, if he can opprefs us unawares, which un- 
doubtedly he will do, if he find us fleeping. Let us 
awake therefore. For if the good man of the houfe 
knew at what hour the thief would come, he would 
furely watch, and not fuffer his houfe to be broken up. 
Let us awake therefore, I fay : let us not fuffer our 
houfe to be broken up. Refift the devil, faith St. James, 
and he will fly from .you-. Let us therefore refift him 
manfully, and taking the crofs upon our ftioulders, let 
us follow our captain Chrift, who by his own blood 
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dedicated and hallowed the way which leadeth 
the Father, that is to the light which no man can 
nin the fountain ot the everlaftmgjoys. Let us fol- 
' 1 fav, whither he calleth and inviteth us, that 
thefe' afnktions, which Iaft but for a moment, 
whereby he tricth our faith, as gold by the fire, we may 
everlaftingly reign and triumph with him in the glory 
I' the Father, and that through the merit of our Lord 
a n 1 Saviour Jefus Chrift ; to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoft, be all honour and glory, now and 
r ever. Amen, Amen. 

Good' Father, forfomuch as 1 have determined with 
yfclf, to P our forta tnet * e mv cogitations into thy 
no fom', here, methinks, I fee you fuddenly lifting up 
head towards heaven, after your manner, and then 
ng upon me with your prophetical countenance, 
and fpcaking to me, with thefe or like words, Truft 
my fon, (I befeech you vouchfafe me the honor of 
this name; for in la doing I lhall think myfelf both 
honoured and beloved of you); truft not, I fay, my 
fon, to thefe word-weapons j for the kingdom of God 
js not in words, but in power. And remember always 
die words of the Lord : "Do not imagine beforehand, 
what and how you will fpeak; for it fhall be given you 
in the fame hour what ye fliall fpeak. For it is not you 
that fpeak, but the Spirit of your Father which fpeakcth 
in you." i pray you therefore, father, pray for me, 
that I may caft my whole care upon him, and truft upon 
him in all perils. Fori know, and am furely perfuaded, 
that whatfoever 1 can imagine or think beforehand, it 
lothing, except he affift me with his Sprit when the 
ic is. 1 befeech you therefore, father, pray for me, 
that fuch a complete harnefs of the Spirit, fuch a bold- 
nei's of mind may be given unto me, that I may out of a 
line faith fay with David, " 1 will not truft in my bow, 
and it is not my fword that fliall fave me. For he hath 
pleafure in the ftrength of an horfe, &c. but the 
Lord's delight is in them that fear him, and put their 
truft in his mercy." I befceeh you, pray, pray that 1 
may enter this fight only in the name of God, and that 
hen all is paft, I being not overcome, through his gra- 
ious aid, may remain and ftand iaft in him till that 
day of the Lord, in which to them that obtain the vic- 
tory fliall be given the lively manna to eat, and a 
" iumphant crown for evermore. 

Now, lather, I pray you help me to buckle on this 
harnefs a little better. For you know the deepnefs of 
Satan, being an old foldicr, and you have collared with 
him ere now: bleffed be God, that hath ever aided you 
fowell. I fuppofe he may well hold you at the bay. 
But truly he will not be fo willing (I think) to join with 
you as with us youngfters. Sir, I befeech you, let your 
fervant read this my babbling unto you, and now and 
then, as it fhall fecm unto you beft, let your pen run on 
my book : fpare not to blot my paper: 1 give you good 

Latimer. Sir, I have caufed my man not only to read 
your armour unto me, but alfo to write it out, for it is 
not only folid armour, but alfo well buckled armour. 
I fee not how it could be better. I thank you even 
from the bottom of my heart fer it, and my prayers 
you fliall not lack, trufting that you do the like forme ; 
lor indeed there is the help, &c. many things make 
confufion in memory. And if I were learned as well 
J sSt. Paul, I would not beftow much amongft them, 
further than to gall them, and fpur-gall too, when and 
tthere occafion were given, and matter came to mind; 
for the law fhall be their flicet-anchor ftay, and refuge, 
therefore there is no remedy (namely, now when they 
have the maftcr-bowl in their hand, and rule the roaft) 
nut patience. Better is it to fuffer what cruelty they will 
l ,ut upon us, than to incur God's high indignation, 
therefore (my good lord) be of good cheer in the 
Lord, w ith due confideration what he requireth of you, 
""d what he doth promife you. Our common enemy 
™ll do no more than God will permit him. God is 
Wthful, who will not fuffer us to be tempted above our 
J ren gth, &c. Beat a point what you will ftand unto; 
"'ck unto that, and let them both lay and do what they 



lift. They can but kill the body, which otherwife is of 
itfelf mortal. Neither yet fliall they do that when they 
lift, bur as God will fuffer them, when the hour ap- 
pointed is come. It will be but in vain to ufe many 
words with them, now they have a bloody, and deadly 
law prepared for you. But it is very rcquifite that you 
give a reafonablc account of your faith, if they will 
quietly hear you ; clfe, you know, in a wicked place of 
judgment a man may keep filence, after the example of 
Chrift. Let them not deceive you with their fophiftical 
fophifms and fallacies: you know that falfe things may 
have more appearance of truth, than things that be 
moft true: therefore St. Paul givcth us a watch-word. 
Let no man deceive you with likclinefs of fpeech. Nei- 
ther is it rcquifite that with the contentious you fliould 
follow ftrife of words, which tend to no edification, 
but to the fubverfion of the hearers, and the Vain brag- 
ging and oftentation of the adverfaries; Fear of death 
doth moflly perftiade a great number. Be » ell aware 
of that argument ; for that perfuaded Shaxton (as many 
men thought) after that he had once made a good pro- 
feffion openly before the judgment feat. The rlelh is 
weak, but the willingncfs of the fpiiic fhall rcfrefh the 
weaknefs of the flcfli. 

The number of the criers under the altar muft needs 
be fulfilled ; if we be feparated thereunto, happy be we. 
That is the greateft promotion that God givcth in this 
world, to be fuch Philippians, to whom it is given not 
only to believe, but alfo to fuffer, &c. But who is able 
to do thefe things? Surely all our ability, all our fuffi- 
ciency is of God. He requireth and promifcth. Let 
us declare his obedience to his will when it fliall be 
requifue in the time of trouble, yea, in the midlt of 

When that number is fulfilled, which I fuppofe will 
be fliortly, then have at the papifts, when they fhall 
fay. Peace, all things are fafe, when Chrift fliall come 
to keep his great parliament to redrefs all things that 
are amifs. But he fliall not come as the papifts feign 
him, to hide himfelf, and to play the bo-peep as it were 
under a piece of bread ; but he fliall come glorioufly, to 
the ten or and fear of all papifts, and to the great confo- 
Iation and comfort of all that will here fuffer for him. 
Comfort yourfehes and one another with thefe word's. 

Lo, fir, here have I blotted your paper vainly, and 
played the fool egrcgioufly ; but fo I thought better 
than not to fulfil your requcft at this time. Pardon me, 
and pray for me, pray for me I fay, pray for me. For 
I am fometimes fo fearful, that I would creep into a 
moufe-hole ; fometimes God doth viiit me again with 
his comfort. So he cometh and goeth, to teach me to 
feel and to know mine infirmity, to the intent to give 
thanks to him that is worthy, left 1 fliould rob him of 
his due, as many do, and almoft all the world. Fare 
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What belief is to be given to papifts may appear bv 
their racking, writing, wrinching, and monllroufly 
injuring of God's holy fcripture, as appeareth in the 
pope's law. But 1 dwell here now in a fchool of for- 
gcttulnefs. Fare you well once again, and be you ftcd- 
fafl and immoveable in the Lord. Paul loved Timothy 
marvelloufly well, notwithftanding he faith unto him, 
"Be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gofpel;"' 
and again, Harden thyfelf to fuffer afflictions. Be 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life,'" faith the Lord. 

This pious man employed all his lcifurc time in de- 
vout meditation and writing. Several of his letters are 
prcl'crved, but our confined' limits can only admit a 
icleclion. 

In Letter I. he addreffes Mr. Bradford and his fellow 
preachers ; wherein he fays, " We fliall by God's grace 
one day meet together, and be merry. The day allu- 
red!)' approacheth apace ; the Lord grant that ic may 
fliortly come. For before that day come, 1 fear the 
world will wax worfe and worfe. But then all our 
enemies fhall be trodden undrr foot: righteoufnefs and 
truth then fliall have the victory, and bear the bell auay, 
4 D whereof 
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whereof the Lord grant us to be partakers, and all that 
love truly the truth." 

In Letter II. to his coufinhe laments the then Super- 
stitious .idolatry. Letters III. IV. and V. are to Mr. 
Bradford and his fellow prisoners, hoping he and his 
company will patiently bear the crofs of Chrift. 

LETTER VI. 



to the BRETHREN remaining in CAPTIVITY, and 
difperfed abroad in fundry Prisons, but knit together 
in Unity of Spirit and Holy Religion, in the Bowels 
of the Lord Jesus. 

GRACE, peace, and mercy, be multiplied amortg 
you. What worthy thanks can we render unto 
the Lord for you my brethren, namely, for the great 
confolation which through you we have received in the 
Lord, who notwithstanding the rage of Satan, thargti- 
eth about by all manner of fubtle means to beguile 
the world, and alfo bufily laboureth to reftore and fet 
up his kingdom again, that of late began to decay and 
fall to ruin; you remain yet flill immoveable, as men 
furely grounded upon a ftrong rock. And now, albeit 
that Satan by his foldiers and wicked minifters, daily 
(as we hear) draweth numbers unto him, fo that it is 
faid of him, that heplucketh the very ftarsout of hea- 
ven, while he driveth into fome men the fear, of death, 
and lofs of all their goods, and Sheweth to others the 
pleafant baits of the world ; namely, riches, wealth, 
and all kinds of delights and pleafurcs, fair houfes, great 
revenues, fat benefices, and what not ; and all to the 
intent that they Should fall down and worlhip, not the 
Lord, but the dragon, the old ferpent, which is the 
devil, that great beaft and his image, and ihould be 
enticed to commit fornication with the (trumpet of 
Babylon, together with the kings of the earth, with the 
lefler beaft, 'and with the falfe prophets, and fo to re- 
joice and be pleafant with her, and to get drunk with 
the wine of her fornication ; yet blefied be God the 
Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which hath given 
unto you a manly courage, and hath fo Strengthened 
• you in the inward man, by the power of his Spirit, that 
you can contemn as well all the allurements of the 
world, efteeming them as vanities, mere trifles, and 
things of nought ; who hath alfo wrought, planted, 
and Surely eftabliftied in your hearts, fo ftedfaft a faith 
and love of the Lord Jefus Chrift, joined with fuch con- 
flancy, that by no engines of Antichrift, be they ever 
fo terrible or plaufible, you will Suffer any other Jefus, 
or any other Chrift, to be forced upon you, befides him 
•whom the prophets have fpoken of before, the apoftles 
have preached, the holy martyrs of God have confeffed 
and teftified with the effufion of their blood. 

In this faith ftand you faft, my brethren, and fuffcr 
not yourfelves to be brought under the yoke of bondage 
and fuperftition any more. For you know, brethren, 
how our Saviour warned us beforehand, that fuch ftiould 
come as would point unto the world another Chrift, and 
v.ould fet him out with fo many falfe miracles, and 
•with fuch deccivable and fubtle practices, that even the 
very cleft fif it were pofliblej ftiould thereby be de- 
ceived : fuch ftrong delufion to come did our Saviour 
give warning of before. But continue you faithful and 
conftant, and be of good comfort, and remember that 
our <reat captain hath overcome the world ■ for he that 
is inus, is ftronger than he that is in the world, and 
the Lord promifeth us, that for the cleft's fake, the 
days of wickednefs fhall be fhortened. In the mean 
feafon abide you and endure with patience as you have 
begun: endure I fay, and referve yourfelves unto better 
times, as one of the heathen poets faid ; ceafe not to 
Shew yourfelves valiant foldiers of the Lord, and help 
to maintain the travelling faith of the gofpcl. 

You have need of patience, that after you have done 
the will of God you may receive the promifes. " For 
-yet a very little, and he that fhall come, will come, and 
will not tarry ; and the juft (hall live by faith: but if 
any withdraw himfelf, my foul Shall have no pleafure 
in him (faith the Lord}. But vvc are not they which do 



withdraw ourfelves unto damnation but believe i mt0 
the Salvation of the foul.' Let us not Suffer thefe words 
of Chrift to fall out of our hearts by any manner of t«! 
ror, or threatenings of the world. Fear not them which 
kill the body, the reft you know. For I write not unto 
you, as men which are ignorant of the truth, but who 
know the truth, and to this end only, that we agreeing 
together in one faith, may comfort one another, and be 
more confirmed and Strengthened thereby. We never 
had a better, or more juft caufe either to contemn out 
life, or Shed our blood ; we cannot take in hand the de 
fence of a more certain, clear, and manifeft truth. For 
t any ceremony for which we contend ; but it 
toucheth the very fubftance of our whole religion, y ej 
even Chrift himfelf, Shall we, or can we receive any 
other Chrift inftead of him, Who is alone the everlaftin» 
Son of the everlafting Father, and is the brightness of 
the glory, and a lively image of the fubftance of the Fa. 
thcr, in whom only dwelleth corporally the fulnefs of 
the Godhead, who is the only way, the truth, and the 
life? Let fuch wickednefs (rny brethren), let fuch hor. 
rible wickednefs be far from us. For although there be 
that be called gods, whethef in heaven or in earth, as 
there be many gods, and many lords, yet unto us there 
be but one God, who is the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we by him ; but every man hath not know, 
ledge. " This is life eternal, (faith St. John) that they 
know thee to be the only true God, and Jefus Chrift 
whom thou haft Sent." If any therefore would force 
upon us any other God, befides him whom Paul and 
the apoftles have taught, let us not hear him, but let us 
fly from, and hold him accurfed. 

Brethren, you are not ignorant of the deep and pro. 
found fubtilties of Satan; for he will not ceafe to 
range about you, Seeking by all means poffible whom lie 
may devour : but play you the men, and be of good 
comfort in the Lord. And although your enemies and 
the adverfaries of the truth, armed with all worldly 
force and power that may be, do fet upon you ; yet be 
you not faint-hc;;i ted, and Shrink not therefore, but trull 
unto your captain Chrift, truft unto the Spirit of truth, 
and truft to the truth of your caufe; which as it may 
by the malice of Satan be darkened, fo can it never be 
clean put out. For we have (high praife be given to God 
therefore) moft plainly, evidently and clearly on our 
Side, all the prophets, all the apoftles, and undoubtedly 
all the ancient ecclefiaftical writers which have written, 
until of late years paft. 

Let us be hearty and of good courage therefore, and 
thoroughly comfort ourfelves in the Lord. Be in no 
wife afraid of your adverfaries ; for that which is to 
them an occalion of perdition, is to you a fure token 
of falvation, and that of God. For unto you it is given, 
that not only you Should believe on him, but alio fuffcr 1 
for his Sake. And when you are railed upon for the 
name of Chrift, remember that by the voice of Peter, 
yea, and of Chrift our Saviour alfo, ye are counted with 
the prophets, with the apoftles, and with the holy mar- 
tyrs of Chrift, happy and bleffed for ever : for the glory 
and Spirit of God refteth upon you. 

On their part our Saviour Chrift is evil fpoken of, 
but on your part he is glorified. For what can they 
elfe do unto you by persecuting you, and workingall 
cruelty and villainy againft you, but make your crowns 
more glorious, yea beautify and multiply the fame, and 
heap upon thcmfelvcs the horrible plagues and heavy 
wrath of God : and therefore, good brethren, thouga 
they rage ever fo fiercely againft us, yet let us not wilh 
evil unto them again, knowing that while for Chrift's 
caufe they vex and pcrfccutc us, they are like mad men, 
moft outrageous and cruel againft thcmfelvcs, heaping 
hot burning coals upon their own heads : but rather wijli 
well unto them, knowing that we are thereunto called in 
Chrift Jefus, that we Should be heirs of the blcffing. l-« 
us pray therefore unto God, that he Should drive uut«f 
their hearts this darknefs of errors, and make the light 
of his truth to Shine unto them, that they acknowledging 
their blindnefs, may with all humble repentance be con- 
verted unto the Lord, and with, us confefs him to be '" e 
only true God, which is the Father of light, and his only 
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Son Jefus Chrift, worfhipping him in fpirit and truth, j 
Amen. The Spirit of our. Lord Jefus Chrift comfort 
your hearts in the love of God, and patience of Chrift, 

Amen Your brother in the Lord, whofe name this j 
bearer fliall fignify unto you, ready al- 
ways by the grace of God to live and die 
with you. ; 
In Letter VII. he comforts his afflicted and perfecut- [ 
cd brethren as in Letter VI. Letter VIII. anfwers an 
epiftle from Mr. Weft, formerly his chaplain, declar- 
ing his willingnefs to die for the truth. 

"Mr. Grindal (afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury) 
being in the time of exile in the city of Francfort, w rote 
to Dr. Ridley, then prifoner, a certain epirtle, wherein 
firlt he Iamenteth his captivity, exhorting him withal 
to be conftant. Second ly s He certifieth him of the 
Englifli exiles being difperfed in Germany, and of the 
ftngular providence of God in ftirring up the magif- 
trates and rulers there towards them. Thirdly, He 
wrireth to know his mind and will concerning the 
printing of his book againft tranfubliantiation, and of 
other treatifes and his difputations. Whereunto bifhop 
Ridley anfwcred him as follows. 

LETTER IX. 

From Dr. RIDLEY, in Anfwer to Mr. GRINDAL. 

BLESSED be God our heavenly Father, ^hich in- 
clined your heart to have fuch a defire to write 
unto me, and bli-fled be he aj.rain which hath heard your 
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to my hand: 
our Lord Jefus 
received by the 
tnd of other our 
:n in thofe parts 



:his I blefs him t 
Chrift, for the great comfort 
fame, of the knowledge of your flatc, 
dearly beloved brethren and countryn 
beyond the fea. 

Dearly beloved brother Grindal, I fay to you and all 
the reft of our brethren in Chrift with you, rejoice in 
the Lord, and as you love me, and the others my reve- 
rend fathers and lellow-prifoners (which undoubtedly 
are Gloria ChriftiJ lament not our ftatc, but I befeech 
you and them all to give to our heavenly Father, for his 
boundlefs mercies and unfpeakable benefits, even in the 
midfl of all our troubles given unto us, moft hearty 
thanks. For know you, that as the weight of his crofs 
hath increafed upon us, fo he hath nor, nor doth he 
ceafc to multiply his mercies to ftrcngthen us; and I 
tru ft, yea b his grace I doubt nothing, but he will do 
fo for Chrift our matter's fake even to the end. To 
hear that you and our other brethren do find favour and 
grace in your exile, with the magiftrates, minifters, and 
citizens at Tigury, Francfort, and other places, it doth 
greatly comfort (I dare fay) all here that do love Chrift 
and his true word. I do affurc you it warmed my 
heart, to hear you by chance name fome, as Scory, Cox, 
&c. O that it had come in your mind to have faid 
fomewhar alfo of Cheek, Turner, Leaver, Sampfon, 
and Chambers, but I truft in God they be all well. And 
fir, feeing you fay, that there be in thofe parts with you 
of ftudentsand minifters fo good a number, now there- 
fore care you not for us, otherwife than to with (hat 
God's glory may be fet forth by us. For whenfoever God 
fhall call us home (as we look daily for no other, but 
when it fhall pleafc God to fay, Come) you, bleffcd be 
God, are enough, through his aid, to light and fet up 
again the lanthorn of his word in England. As con- 
cerning the copies you fay you have with you, 1 won- 
der how they ever did or could find the way to come to 
you. My deputation, except you have that which I 
gathered myfelf after the deputation was done, I can- 
not think you have it truly. If you have that, then 
you have therewithal the whole manner after which I 
wa3 ufed in the deputation. 

As for the treatifc in Englifli againft tranfubftanti- 
ation, I cannot think it worth tranflating into Latin, nor 
would I have you tranfiate any other of my writing, 



till you are certain how the Lord will difpofe of me: 
And thus miihc concerning your letters. No» although 
I fuppofe you know a good part of our condition here, 
(for we are forth coming, even as when you departed; 
&c.) you fhall underftand that I was in the Tower 
about the fpace of two months clofe prifoner, and after 
that had granted to me, without my labour, the lib :-rty 
of the Tower, and fo continued about half a iear; 
and then, becaufe I refufed to allow the mafs with my 
prefencc, I was fliut up in prison again. 

The laft Lent fave one, it chanced by reafon of the 
tumuit ftirrcd up in Kent, there were fo many prifoners 
in the Tower, that my lord of Canterbury, Mr. La- 
timer, Mr. Bradford, and I, were put all together in 
one prifon, where uc remained until almoft Eafter, 
and then we three, Canterbury, Latimer, and I, were 
fuddenly fent a little before Eafter, and were fuffered 
to have noth ng with us, hut what we carried upon us. 
About the Whiifunride following were our deputations 
at Oxford, after which all was taken from us, as pen, 
ink, &c. Our own f.rvan s were taken from us be- 
fore, and every one had a ftrangc man put to him, and 
each of us were appointed to be kept in ftparate places, 
as we arc unto this day. 

Bleffed be God, we three at the writing hereof were 
in good health, and (in God) of good cheer. We ex- 
pect. d long ago to have been difpatched, for we were 
all three on one day condemned as heretics by Dr. 
Wefton, (he being the head commifTioner) within a 
day or two of our difputations, and ever fince we re- 
main here as we were by him left. The Lord's will be 
fulfilled in us, as I doubt not but by his grace it fhall 
be to his glory, and our eternal falvation, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. 

Likewife the Lord hath hitherto preferved, above 
all our expectation, our dear brother, and in Chrift'a 
caufe a ftrong champion, John Bradford. He is alfo 
condemned, and is already delivered to the fccular 
power, and writs (as we have heard fay) given out for 
his execution, and called in again. 

Thus the Lord, fo long as his bleffed pleafurc is, 
preferveth whom he lifteth, notwithftanding the won- 
derful raging of the world. Many (as we hear fay) 
have valiantly fuffered, confefling Chrift's truth, and 
nothing yielding to the adverfary, no, not for the fear 
or pains of death. 

The names of them which I knew, and have now 
fuffered, are thefe; Farrar, bifliop of St. David's ; 
Hooper, bifhop of Worcefter; Roger, your fellow- 
prebend; Dr. Taylor, of Hadley; VI r. Sanders, and one 
Tomkins, a weaver; and now this laft. day, Mr. Card- 
maker, with another, were burnt in Smithficld, in Lon- 
don, and many others in EfTex and Kent, whofe names 
are written in the book of life, wr.om yet I do not 
know. 

Weft, your old companion, and fometime my officer, 
(alas!) hath relented, (as I have heard; but the i^ord 
hath fhortencd his days, for foon after he died, and is 
gone. Grimbold was caught by the heel, and calt into 
the Marfhalfca, but now is at liberty again ; but I fear 
he efcaped not without bowing his knee to Baal. 

My dear friend Thomas Ridley, of the Bull-head, in 
Cheap, which was to me the moft faithful friend that I 
had in my trouble, is departed alfo unto God. My 
brother Shipfide, that married my fifter, hath been 
almoft half a year in prifon, for delivering (as he was 
accufed) of certain things from me; but now, thanks 
be to God, he is at liberty again, but fo that the bifhop 
hath taken from him his park. 

Of all us three prifoners in Oxford, I am kept moft 
ftricTr, and with leaft liberty; either becaufe the man in 
whofehoufe I am a prifoner is governed by his wife, who 
is a morofc, fupcrftitious old woman, and thinks flie 
fhall merit by having me very clofely confined ; for the 
man himfelf, whofe name is Irifh, is civil enough to all, 
but too much ruled by his wife. Though 1 never had 
a wife, yet from this daily ufage I be^in to underftand 
how great and intolerable a burthen it is to have a bad 
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one. The wife mm f.iys rightly, A good wife is the 
gi n of God : and again, ' Blefled is the man who hath a 
good wif<-. Or tlfV I fay the rcafon is, (for I know not 
from which') that he is fo commanded from the higher 
poiuri, which is what he pleads, when I complain of 

At Catnhi k'.'.rc, (as I hear fay) all the reformations 
fit' (Indents and flatutcs which were lately made, are now 
undone; ami all things are reduced to their ancient 
confuiion and pepifh fupcrftition. All the heads of 
collides ul.o preached the fincere word of God, or fa- 
voured it, arc turned out, and others of the popifh fac- 
tion put in t.'eir places; infomuch that I hear no one 
can he admit'id a fellow of acollege, that will not bow 
the knee to Baal. Nor do I wonder, fince it is fo 
throughout the whole realm of England, among arch- 
bifhops bifhops, priefts, and deacons, and the whole 
bodv of the c leigy. And to tell you much naughty 
matter in few words, Popery every where reigns among 
us in it:; full and ancient lorce. 

The Lord be merciful, and for Chr'ift's dike pardon 
us our old unkindnefs and unthankfulncfs : lor when he 
ponied upon us the gifts of his manifold graces and 
favouis, alas! we did no: fen c him, nor render thanks 
mro him according to the lame. We paftors, many of 
us were too cold, and bore too much with the wicked 
world : our magi Urates did abufc, to their own worldly 
gain, both God'-- gofpcl and the miniftcrs of the fame. 
The people in many places were unruly and unkind. 
Thusof everv fide and of every fort we have provoked 
God's anger and wrath to fall upon us: but blefled may 
he he that hath not flittered his to continue in thofe ways 
which Co wholly have difplcafed his facrcd majefty, but 
hrh awaked them by the latherly correction of his own 
Son's crop., unto his glorv and our endlefs, falvation, 
through Jefus Chrilt our Lord. 

My da'ilv pravcr is (as God do h know) and by God's 
grace fhall be fo'long as I live in this world, for you my 
dear brethren, that are fled out of your own country, 
becaufe you v. ill rather forfake all worldly things, than 
the truth of God s word. It is even the fame that i ufe 
to make to God for all thofe churches abroad through 
the world, which have foi Taken the kingdom of Anti- 
chrift, and prod-fled openly the purity of the gofpcl of 
Jefus Chrilt; that is, that God our eternal Father, for 
our Saviour Chn'.fs lake, will daily incrcafc in } ou the 
gracious gilt of his heavenly Spirit, to the true fetting 
ft -■'th of his glory and of his gofpel, and make you agree 
brothcily in" the truth of the fame, that there arife no 
root of bitterncTs among \ ou, that may affect that good 
feed which God hath fown in your hearts already, and 
finalb that your life may be fb pure and fo honed, ac- 
cording to the rule of G -d's word, and according to 
that vocation w hereunto we arc called by the gofpel oi 
Chrifl our Saviour, that the honclly and purity of the 
fame may provoke all tha. fhall fee or know it, to the 
love o'' your doctrine, and to love you for honcfty and 
virtue's'fake, and foboth in brotherly unity of your true 
doctrine, and alfo in the godly virtue of your honed 
life, to glorify our Father which is in heaven. 

Several of our magi ft rates, viz. the chancellor of j 
Winchcfler, carl of Arundel, and lord Paget, aream- 
balfadors with cardinal Poole, beyond the leas, to make 
peace (as it is faid) between the emperor, our realm, 
and the king of France. After whofe return, and the 
delivcrv of the queen, which we daily expect, and have 
long expected, and which God, for the glory of his 
name, grant to be a fafe and happy one, then {hall we 
expect from the old enemy of our profeffion, foon to 
receive triumphant crowns in the Lord. 

I humbly with my whole heart commend me to all 
your prayers, and firft to your's, O molt dear brother 
in Chrifl, and my moft beloved Grindal, to your's 
molt dear, and together with my beloved in the Lord, 
Cheek. Cox, Turner, Lever, Sampfon, Chambers, and 
all our brethren and fellow-countrymen who live 
amonoft iou, and love our Lord Jefus Chrift in truth. 
T conimend alfo to you the reverend fathers in God, 
and my fellow captives in the Lord, Thomas Cranmer, j 
n .. „..,!, " v ot - tnc name of a true great paftor |i 



and archbifhop ; and that old foldier of Chrilt, and true 
apofile of our Englifh nation, Hugh l atiir.cr. 1 here 
givemyfelf the greater length in this letter, mofl cYv.r 
brother, becaufe after this I am perfuaded they w ill l, e 
too flort to trouble you. 
Oxibrd. 

NICHOLAS RIDLEY. 
LETTER X. 
From Dr. RIDLEY to AUGUSTINE BERNHER. 

BROTHER AUGUSTINE, I blefs God with all 
my heart in his manifold merciful gifts, given 
unto our dear brethren in Chrift, efpccially to our bro- 
ther Rogers, whom it pleafeth him to fct forth firft, no 
doubt out of his gracious goodnefs and fatherly favour 
towards him. And likewife blcfTed be God in the reft, 
as Hooper, Sanders, and Taylor, whom it hath pkafed 
the Lord to fet in the fore-front of the battle againft his 
adverfaries, and hath endued them all (To far as I can 
hear) to ftand in the confefTion of his truth, and to be 
content in his caufe and for his gofpcl 's fake to lofe 
their lives. And evermore and without end, blefled be 
even the fame our heavenly Father, for our dear and in. 
tircly beloved brother Bradford, whom now the Lord 
(1 perceive) callcth for; for I believe he will no longer 
vouchfafe him to abide among the adulteious and 
w icked generation of this world. J do not doubt but 
that he (for thofe gifts of grace which the Lord hath 
bellowed on him plenteoufly ) hath helped thofe which 
have gone before in their journey, that is, hath ani- 
mated them to keep the highway, and fo 10 run, that 
at length they may receive the reward. The Lord be 
his comfort, whereof) do not doubt, and I thank God 
heartily that ever 1 was acquainted with him, and that 
ever 1 had fuch a one in my houfc. And yet again I 
.blefs God in our dear brother, and of this time proro- 
martyi Rogers, that he was alfo one of my calling to bo 
a prebendary preacher in London. And now becaufe 
Grindal is gone ^he Lord 1 doubt not hath and knowcth 
wherein he will beftow him) I trufl foGod it fliall pleafc 
him of his goodnefs to ftrengthen me to make up the 
trinity out of Paul's church, to fuflVr for Chrift whom 
God the Father hath anointed, the Holy Spirit doth bear 
witnefs unto, Paul and all the apofllcs preached. 1 bus 
fare you well, 1 had no paper, I was conflraincd thus 
to write. 

N. RIDLEY. 



tTfcf LIFE o/ - Bishop LATIMER, 0 /7, W5 «. r 'Preacher 
and worthy MARTYR of CHRIST. 

NOW confequcntly after the life of bifliop Ridley, 
followe.h the life of that valiant champion, and old 
difciplined foldier of Chrift, bifliop Hugh" Larimer, who 
w as the fon of one Hugh Latimer, of Thirkclfon, in the 
county of Lciccfter, a hufbandman in good repute, with 
whom he was brought up till he was about four years 
old: at which time his parents, (having him as then left 
for their only fon, with fix daughters; feeing him to be 
of a ready, prompt, and {harp w ir, purpofed to train him 
up in cruditionand know Jedge of good literature ; where- 
in he fo profited in the common fchools of his ow n 
country, that at fourteen years of age he was fent to the 
univcrflty of Cambridge: where, after fome continuance 
in the cxercifc of other things, he gave himfelf up to the 
fludy of fuch fchool divinity, as the ignorance of that 
age would differ. 

Zealous he was then in the popifli religion, and there- 
with fo fcrupulous, as himfelf confeffed, that being a 
pried, and tiling to fay mafs, he was fo fervile an obfer- 
ver of the Romifh decrees, that he thought he had tie", cr 
diffidently mingled his mafiing v. ins with water-, and 
moreover, that he fliould never be damned, if he were 
once a profefled friar, with divers of fuch fuperftitious 
fantafic-s. And in this blind zeal he was a very enemy to 
the profeflbrs of Chrift 's gofpel ; as both his oration made, 
when he commenced bachelor of divinity, againft Melanc- 
thon, and alfo his other works did plainly declare. But 



The HISTORY of Mr. LATIMER. 



Q.MARV- A.D. 1 555.] 



e !"■)<"- ially in thofe days his popifh zeal could in no cafe 
jVdc good Mr. Stafford, reader of the divinity lectures 
Cambridge, moft fpitefully railing againft him, and 
perfuading the youth of Cambridge in nowife to believe 

11 Notwithftanding, fuch was the goodnefs and merciful 
purpofe of God, that when he faw his good time, by 
which he thought utterly Co have defaced the profeflbrs 
of the gofpel, and true church of Christ, he was at 
length himfelf by a member of the fame prettily caught 
in the bleffed net of God's word. For Mr. Thomas 
Bilney being at that time a trier out of Satan's fubtilties, 
and a fecret overthrower of Antichrift's kingdom, feeing 
Mr. Latimer to have a zeal in his way, (although not 
according to knowledge) was ftricken with a brotherly 
pity towards him, and began to confider by what means 
he misfit win this zealous ignorant brother to the true 
knowledge of Chrift. Wherefore, after a fhort time, 
he came to Mr. Latimer's ftudy, and defired him to hear 
him make his confeffion, which he willingly did ; and by 
hearing thereof, he was, by the good Spirit of God, fo 
touched that thereupon he forfook the ftudy of the 
fchool-doctors, and other fuch fopperies, and became an 
earneft ftudent in true divinity, as he himfelf, as well in 
his conference with bifhop Ridley, as alfo in his firft fer- 
mon made upon the Parer-Nofter, doth confefs. So that 
whereas before he was an enemy, and almofta perfecu- 
tor of Chrift, he was now a zealous feeker after him, 
changing his old manner of cavilling and railing, into a 
diligent kind of conferring, both with Mr. Bilney and 
others, and came alfo to Mr. Stafford before he died, 
and defired him to forgive him. 

After his own converfion, he was not fatisfied without 
endeavouring that of others, and like a true difciple of 
the blcfled Samaritan, pitied the mifery of others, and 
therefore became both a public preacher, and alfo a 
private inftructor to the reft of his brethren within the 
univerfity, by the fpacc of three years, fpending his 
time partly in the Latin tongue among the learned, and 
partly amongft the fimple people in his natural and vul- 
gar language. Howbeit, as Satan never fleepeth when 
he feeth his kingdom begin to decay, fo likewife now, 
feeing that this worthy member of Chrift would be a 
terrible fliaker thereof, he railed up his impious imps 
to moleft and trouble him. 

Amongft thefe there was an Auguftine friar, who took 
occafion upon certain fermons that Mr. Latimer made 
about Chriftmas, 1529, as well in the church of St. 
Edward, as alfo in St. Auguftine's, within the univer- 
fity of Cambridge, to inveigh againft him, for that Mr. 
Latimer in the faid fermons (alluding to the common 
ufage of the feafon) gave the people certain cards out of 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of St. Matthew, where- 
upon they might, not only then, but always elfe occupy 
their time. For the chief triumph in the cards he limited 
the heart, as the principal thing they (hould ferve God 
withal, whereby he quite overthrew all hypocritical and 
external ceremonies, not tending to the neccflary further- 
ance of God's holy word and facraments. For the bet- 
ter attaining hereof, he wifticd the fcriptures to be in 
Englifb, v, hereby the common people might the better 
learn their duty, as well to God as to their neighbours. 

The handling of this matter was fo apt for the time, 
and fo pleafantly applied by him, that it not only de- 
clared the wit and dexterity of the preacher, but alfo 
wrought in the hearers much fruit, to the overthrow of 
popifh fupcrftition, and fctting up of perfect religion. 

This was upon the Sunday before Chriftmas day ; on 
which day coming to the church, andcaufing the bell to 
be tolled to a fcrmon, he entered into the pulpit, taking 
for his text the words of the gofpel afbrefaid, read in 
the church that day, " Who art thou ?" &c. In 
delivering which cards (as is aforcfaid; he made the 
heart to be Triumph, exhorting and inviting all men 
thereby to ferve the Lord with inward heart and true 
affection, and not with outward ceremonies: adding 
moreover to the praifc of that Triumph, that though 
it were ever fo fmall, yet it would take up the beft 
court card befide in the bunch, yea, though it were the 
king of clubs, Sic. meaning thereby how the Lord 
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would be worfhipped and ferved in fimplicity of heart 
and verity, wherein confide: h true chriftian religion, 
and not in the outward deeds of the letter only, or. in :he 
glittering fhew of man's traditions, or pardons, pilgrim- 
ages, ceremonies, vows, devotions, voluntary works, 
and works of fupererogation, foundations, oblations, 
the pope's fupremacy, &c. fo that all thefe either were 
ncedlefs, where the other is prefent ,- or elfe were of fmall 
eftimation, in comparifon of the other. The tenor and 
effect of thefe his lermons, fo far as they could come to 
our hands, here followeth. 

TleTenorWEffefl of certain SERMONS, made by 
Mr. LATIMER in Cambridge, about the 7 ear of 
our Lord 1 529. 

TU quis cs? Which words arc as much as to fay iri 
Englifh, "Who art thou ?" Thefe be the words of 
thePharifces, which were fent by the Jews unto St. John 
Baptift in the wildefnefs, to have hnowledge of him who 
he was; which words they fpdke unto him of an evil 
intent, thinking that he would have taken on him to be 
Chrift, and fo they would have had him done by their 
good wills, becaufe they knew that he was more carnal 
and given to their laws, than Chrilt indeed lhould be, 
as they perceived by their old prophecies : and alfo, 
becaufe they marvelled much at his great doctrine, 
preaching, and baptizing, they were in doubt whether 
he was Chrift or not: wherefore they faid unto him, 
" Who art thou ? Then anfwered Sr. John, and con- 
ferred that he was not Chrift. Now here is to be noted 
the great and prudent anfwer of St. John Baptift unto 
the Pharifees, that when they required or him who he 
was, he would not directly anfwer of himfelf, what he 
was himfelf; but he faid l e was not Chrift, by which 
faying he thought to put the Jews and Pharifees out of 
their falfc opinion, and belief towards him, in that they 
would have had him to excicife the office of Chrift, and 
fo declared further unto them of Chrift, faying, "He 
is in the midft of you and amongft you, whom yc 
know not, the latchet of whofe flioe I am not worthy to 
unloofe." By this you may perceive that St. Jo'm fpake 
much in the praifc of his matter Chrift, prof iling him- 
felf to be in no wife like unto him. So likewife it fhall 
be neccflary untoall men and women of this world, not 
toafcribe unto themfclves any goodnefs of thcmfelves, 
but all unto our Lord God, as ftmll appear hereafter, 
when this queftion aforefaid \"Wno art thou ?j fhall be 
moved unto them : not as the Pharifees did unto St. 
John, of an evil purpofe, but of a good and fimple 
mind as may appear hereafter. 

Now then, according to the preacher's mind, let every 
man and woman, of a good and fimple mind, contrary 
to the Pharifees' intent, afk this queftion, Who art 
thou? This queftion muft be moved to themfelves, what 
they be of themfclves, on this fafhion, What art thou of 
thy only and natural generation between father and mo- 
ther, when thou cameft into the world? What fubftancc, 
what virtue, what goodnefs art thou of thyfelf? Which 
queftion if thou rchearfe oftentimes to thyfelf, thou 
flialt well perceive and underftand, how thou fhalt make 
anfwer to it : which nuift be made in this wife ; lam 
of myfelf, and by myfelf, coming from my natural 
father and mother, the child of the anger and indig- 
nation of God, the true inheritor of hell, a lump ot 
fin, and working nothing of myfelf, but all towards 
hell, except I have better help of another, than 1 have 
of myfelf. Now w e may fee in w hat Hate we enrer into 
this world, that we be of ourfclvcs the true andjuft 
inheritors of hell, the children of the ire and indigna- 
tion of Chrift, working all towards hell, whereby we 
deferve of ourfelvcs perpetual damnation, hy the right 
judgment of God, and the true claim of ourfclvcs : 
which unthrifty flare that we be born unto is come 
unto us for our own deferts, as provtth well this exam- 
ple following. 

Let it be admitted for the probation of this, that it 
might pleafe the king's grace now being, to aceept into 
his favour a mean man, of fimple degree and birth, noc 
born to any poffeffion ; whom the king's grace favourech, 
4 F noc 
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not becaufe this peffon hath of himfelf deferved any 
inch favour, but that the king cafteth his favour unto 
him of his own mere motion and fancy : and becaufe 
the king's grace will more declare his favour unto him, 
he giveth unto this fait) man a thoufand pounds in 
lands, to him and his heirs, on this condition, that he 
ihall take upon him to be the chief captain and defen- 
der of his town of Calais, and to be true and faithful to 
him in the cuftody of the fame, againft the Frenchmen 
cfpccially above all other enemies. 

This man takcth on him this charge, promifing this 
fidelity thereunto; it chanceth in procefs of time, that 
by the Angular acquaintance and frequent familiarity of 
this captain with the Frenchmen, thefe Frenchmen 
give unto the faid captain of Calais a great fum of mo- 
ney, fo that he will be but content and agreeable, that 
they may enter into the faid town of Calais by force of 
arms, and fo thereby polfefs the fame unto the crown of 
France. Upon this agreement the Frenchmen do in- 
vade the faid. town of Calais, only by the negligence of 

Now the king's grace hearing of this invafion, cometh 
with a (^reat puiffancc to defend this his faid town, and 
fo by the good policy of war overcometh the faid French- 
men, and cntcrcrh again into his faid town of Calais. 
Then he being defirous to know how thefe enemies of 
his came thither, he maketh flridt fearch and inquiry 
by w hom this treafon was confpired ; by this fearch it 
was known and found his own captain to be the very 
author and the beginner of the betraying of it. The 
king, feeing the great infidelity of thisperfon, difchargeth 
this man of his oflice, and takech from him and his heirs 
this thoufand pounds pofl'effiions. Think you not that the 
king cloth ufe juftice unto him, and all his pofterity and 
hews? Yes truly; the faid captain cannot deny himfelf 
but that he had true juftice, confidering how unfaith- 
fully lie behaved himfelf to his prince, contrary to his 
own fidelity and promife : fo Iikewife it was of our firft 
fat., er Adam. lie had given unto him the fpirit and 
fcience of knowledge, to work all goodnefs therewith ; 
this faid fpirit was not given only to him, but unto all 
his heirs and pofterity. He had. alfo delivered him the 
town of Calais that is to fay, paradifc in earth, the 
moll ftrong and faireft town in the world, to be in his 
cuftody : he ncverthclcfs, by the mitigation of thefe 
Frenchmen, that is, the temptation of the fiend, did 
obey unto their defire, and fo he broke his promife and 
fidelity, the commandment of the everlafting King his 
mafter, in eating of the apple by him prohibited. 

Now then, the king feeing this great treafon in his 
captain, difpofTeffcd him of the thoufand pounds of lands, 
that is to fay, from everlafting life and glory, and 
all his heirs and pofterity : for Iikewife as he had the 
ipirit of fcience and knowledge for him and his heirs ; 
i'o in like manner when he loft the fame, his heirs alfo 
loft it by him, and in him. So now this example 
provcth, that by our father Adam we had once in him 
the very inheritance of everlafting joy ; and by him, 
and in him again we loft the fame. 

The heirs of the captain of Calais could not by any 
manner of claim afk of the king the right and title of 
their father in the thoufand pounds poiTeffions, by rea- 
fon the king might anfvvcr and fay unto them, that 
although their father deferved not of himfelf to enjoy 
fo great poffeffions, yet he deferved by himfelf to lofe 
them, and greater, committing fo high treafon as he did, 
againft his prince's commandments; whereby he had 
no wrong to lofe his title, but was unworthy to have the 
lame, arid had therein true juftice ; let not you think 
which be his heirs, that if he had juftice to lofe his pof- 
feffions, you have wrong to lofe the fame. In the fame 
manner it may be anfwered unto all men and women 
now in being, that if our father Adam had true juftice 
to be excluded from his poffeffions of everlafting glory 
in paradife, let us not think the contrary that be his 
heirs, but that we have no wrong in lofing alfo the fame ; 
vea, we have true juftice and right. Then in what 
'miferable eftatc we be, that of the right and juft title of 
our own defcrts have loft the everlafting joy and claim 
of ourfelvcs, to be true inheritors of hell? For he that 



comm.ttcth deadly fin willingly, b : n.leth himfelf to be 
an inheritor of everlafting pain : and fo did our fore 
father Adam willinglyeat of the apple forbidden. Where" 
fore he was caft out of the everlafting joy in pradife 
into this corrupt world amongft all vileiicfs, u hereby 0 '{ 
himfelf he was not worthy to do any thing laudable or 
pleafant to God, evermore bound to corrupt Efr'cclions 
and bcaftly appetites, transformed into the uncleaneft 
and moll variable nature that was made under heaven 
of whofe feed and difpofition all the world is lineally 
defcended; infomuch that this evil nature is fo much 
difFufed and filed from one into another, that at this day 
there is no man nor woman living, that can of themfclves 
wafh away this abominable vilenefs : and fo we niuft 
needs grant of ourfelvcs to be in like difpleafure unto 
God, as our father Adam was; by rcafon hereof, as I 
faid, we be of ourielves the very children of the indig 
nation and vengeance of God, the true inheritors of hell 
and working all towards hell, which is the anfvver to 
this queftion, made to every man and woman by them, 
felves, Who art thou ? 

And now the world Handing in this damnable ftate 
cometh in the occafion of the incarnation of Chrift; the 
Father in heaven perceiving the frail nature of man 
that he by himfelf and of himfelf could do nothing for 
himfelf, by his prudent wifdorn fent down the fecund 
Perfon in the Trinity, his Son Jefus Chrift, to declare 
unto man his pleafurc and commandment: and fo at 
the Father's will Chrift took on him human nature 
being willing to deliver man out of this miferable way' 
and was content to lufter cruel paffion in fhedding his 
blood for all mankind, and fo left behind for our fafe- 
guard, laws and ordinances, to keep us always in the 
right path unto everlaft.ng life, as the gofpels, the 
facramcnts, the commandments, Sic. which if we do 
keep and obfci ve according to our profcllion, we fhall 
anfwer better unto tins queftion, [Who art thou ?] than 
we did before : for belore thou d.dft enter into the fa- 
crament of baptifm.^thou wert but a natural man or a 

but after thou takeft on thee Chrift s rehg'on^ thou haft 
a longer name; for then thou art a chriftian man a 
chriftian woman. Now then, feeing thou art a chriftian 
man, what fhall be the anfwer of th.s queftion Who 
art thou? 

The anfwer of this queftion is, when I afk it unto 
myfelf, I muft fay that I am a chnftian man, a chriftian 
woman, the child of everlaft.ng jov, through the 
mer.ts of the bitter paffion of Chrift. Th s is a joyful 
anfwer. Here w e may fee how much we be bound, 
and indebted unto God, that hath revived us from 
death to life, and faved us that were damned: which 
great benefit we cannot well confider, unlcfs we do 
remember what we were of ourfelves before we med- 
dled with him or his laws: and the more we know our 
feeble nature, and fet lefs by it, the more we fhall con- 
ceive and know in our hearts what God hath done for 
us : and the more we know « hat God hath done for us, 
the lefs we fhall fet by ourfelvcs, and the more v.e ihall 
love and pleafc God; fo that in no condition we hull 
either know ourfelves or God, exc< pt we do utterly 
confers ourfelves to be mere vilenefs and corruption. 
Well, now it is come unto this point, that we be chrif- 
tian men, chriftian women, I pray you, what doth Chrift 
require of a chriftian man, or of a chriflian woman? 
Chrift requircth nothing elfe of a chriftian man or 
woman, but that they will obferve his rule. For like- 
wife as he is a good Augulline friar that keepeth will 
St. Auguftine's rule, fo is he a »ood chrilli-in man tlut 
kcepcth well Chrift 's rule. 

Now then what is Chrift's rule? Chrift's rule con- 
fifteth in many things, as in the commandments, and 
the works of mercy, and fo forth. And becaufe I can- 
not declare Chrift's rule unto you at one time, as it 
ought to be done, 1 will apply my felf according to your 
cuftom at this time of Chriftmas ; 1 w ill, as 1 faid, de- 
clare unto you Chrift's rule, but that ihall be in Chrift's 
cards. And where you are w ont to celebrate Chriftmas 
in plaving at cards, I intend by God's erace to deal unto 
you Chrift's cards, whcicin you fhair p erceive Chrift's 
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i The iramc that we will play at, fhall be called 
'"^Triumph" which if it be well played at, he that 
'teile" h fhall wins the players fhall likewife win, arid 
'the lenders bv and lookers on fiiall do the fame; info- 
much that there is no man that is willing to play at this 
Triumph with thefe cards, but they fhall be all winners 
and no lofers. 

Let therefore every chrifiiari man and woman play 
at thefe cards, that they may have and obtain the Tri- 
umph; you mult mark alio that the Triumph muft ap- 
ply to' fetch home unto him all the other cards, what- 
soever fuit they be of. Now then take you this firft 
card which muft appear and be (hewed unto you as 
followeth. You have heard what was fpoken to men of 
die old law, Thou fhalt not kill ; whofoever fhall kill, 
Hull be in danger of judgment. But I fay unto you of 
the new law, faith Chrifl, that whofoever is angry with 
his neighbour, fhall be in danger of judgment, and 
whofoever fhall fay unto his neighbour Racha, that is 
to fay, Brainlefs, or any other like word of rebuking, 
{hall be in danger of a council ; and whofoever fhall 
fay unto his neighbour, Fool, fhall be in danger of hell- 
fire. This card was made and fpoken by Chrift, as 
appeareth in the fifth chapter of St. Matthew. 

Now it muft be noted, that whofoever fhall play with 
this card, muft firft, before they play with it, know the 
flicii-iii and virtue of the fame ; wherefore you muft 
well note and mark terms how they be fpoken, and to 
what purpofe: let us therefore read it once or twice, 
that we maybe the better acquainted with it. 

Now behold and fee, this card is divided into four 
parts: The firft part is one of the commandments that 
was given unto Mofes in the old law, before thecoming 
of Chrift, which commandment we of the new law are 
bound toobferve and keep, and is one of our command- 
ments. The other three parts fpoken by Chrift, be 
nothing clfe but cxpofitions to the firft part of this com- 
mandment: for in very effect of all thefe four parts be 
but one commandment, that is to fay, " Thou fhalt 
not kill." Yet neverthelcfs, the three laft parts do flicw 
unto thee how many ways thou mayft kill thy neighbour, 
contrary to this commandment : yet for all Chrift's 
expofition, in the three laft parts of this card, the terms 
be not opeii enough to thee that doft read and hear 
them fpoken. No doubt the Jews underftood Chrift 
well enough when he fpokc to them the' three laft fen- 
tences, for he fpake unto them in their own natural terms 
and tongue: wherefore feeing that thefe terms were 
natural terms of the Jews, it fhall be neceffary to ex- 
pound them, and compare them unto fome like terms 
of our natural fpeech, that we in like manner may 
underftand Chrift as well as the Jews did. We will 
begin with the firft part of this card, and then after with 
the other three parts: you muft therefore underftand that 
the Jews and the Pharifees of the old law, to whom this 
firft part, this commandment, " Thou fhalt not kill," 
was fpoken, thought it fufficicnt and enough for their 
difcharge not to kill with any material weapon, as fword, 
dagger, or with any fuch weapon, and they thought it 
no great fault whatfocver they faid or did by their neigh- 
bour, fo that they did not harm or meddle with their 
corporal bodies, which was a falfe opinion in them, as 
prove well the three laft other fentences following the 
iirft part of this card. 

Now as concerning the three other fentences, you 
muft note and take heed what difference is between 
thefe three manner of offences : I . To be angry with your 
neighbour. 2. To call your neighbour brainlefs, orany 
iuch word of difdain. 3. Or to call your neighbour 
fool: whether thefe three manner of offences be of 
themfelvcs more grievous one than the other, it is to be 
opened unto you. Truly, as they be of themfelvcs 
divers offences, fo they kill diverfly one more than the 
£thcr, as you fhall perceive by the firft of thefe three, 
^nd fo forth : A man which conceiveth againft his 
neighbour or brother, anger or wrath in his mind, by 
Ionic manner of occafion given unto him, and although 
he be angry in his mind againft his faid neighbour, he 
will pcradventure exprefs his anger by no manner of 
fig", cither in word or deed; yet neverthelcfs he of- 



fendeth againft God, and breakcth this commandment 
in killing his own foul ; and is; therefore in danger of 
judgment. 

Now to the fecond part of thefe three: That man 
that is moved with anger againft his neighbour, and in 
his anger calleth his neighbour brainlefs, or fome other 
like word of difpleafure; as a man might fay in a fury, 
1 fhall handle thee well enough, which words and coun- 
tenances do more reprefent and declare anger to be in 
this man, than in him that was but angry, and fpake no 
manner of word, nor fhewed any countenance to dc r 
clarc his anger: wherefore as he that fo declarcth his 
anger either by word or countenance, offendeth more 
againft God, fo he both killcth his own foul, and doth 
what in him is to kill his neighbour's foul in moving 
him to anger, wherein he is faulty himfelf, and fo this; 
man is in danger of a council. 

Now to the third offence, and laft of the three: That 
man that called his neighbour fool, doth more declare 
his angry mind towards him, than he that calleth his 
neighbour brainlefs, or any fuch word moving anger ; 
but to call a man a fool, that word reprefenteth more 
envy in a man, than brainlefs doth. Wherefore he 
doth molt offend, becaufe he doth mod earneftly with 
fuch words exprefs his anger, and fo he is in danger of 
hell-fire : wherefore you muft underftand now thefe 
three parts of this card be three offences, and that one 
is more grievous to God than the other, and that one 
killcth more the foul of the man than the other. 

Now peradventure there will be fome 'that will mar- 
vel that Chrift did not declare this commandment by 
fome greater fault of anger, than by thefe which feem 
but fmall faults, as to be angry and fpeak nothing of it, 
to declare it and to call a man brainlefs, and to call his 
neighbour fool : truly thefe be the fmalleft, and the leaft 
faults that belong to anger, or to killing in anger. 
Therefore beware how you offend in any kind of anger: 
feeing that the fmalleft be damnable to offend in, fee 
that you offend not in the greateft. For Chrifl thought, 
if he might bring you from' the fmalleft manner of 
faults, and give you warning to avoid the leaft, he 
reckoned you would not offend in the greateft and 
worft, as to call your neighbour thief, whorefon, whore, 
drab, &c. into more blafphemous names, which of- 
fences muft needs have punifliment in hell, confidcring 
how that Chrift hath appointed thefe three fmall faults, 
to have three degrees of punifhment in hell, as appear- 
eth by thefe three terms, judgment, council, and hell- 
fire; thefe three terms do lignify nothing elfe but three 
divers punifhments in hell, according to the offerees. 
Judgment is lefs in degree than council, therefore it 
iignifieth a leficr pain in hell, and it is ordained for 
him that is angry in his mind with his neighbour, and 
doth exprefs h is malice neither by word nor counte- 
nance. Council is a lefs degree in hell than hell fire, 
and is a greater degree in hell than judgment, and it is 
ordained for him that calleth his neighbour brainlefs, or 
any fuch word that declareth his anger and malice : 
wherefore it is more pair than judgment. Hell-fire is 
more pain in hell than council or judment, and it is 
ordained for hirn that calleth his neighbour fool, by 
reafon that in calling his neighbour fool, he declareth 
more his malice, in that it is an earned word of anger. 
Wherefore hell-fire is appointed for it, that is, the moft 
pain of the three punifliments. 

Now you have heard, that to thefe divers offences of 
ire and killing, punifliments are appointed according to 
their degrees : for obferve, as the offence is, fo fhall the 
pain be: if the offence be great, the pain fhall be ac- 
cordingly: if it be lefs, there fhall be lefs pain for it. 
I would not now that you fliould think becaufe that 
here are but three degrees of punifhment fpokc of, that 
there be no more in hell : no doubt Chrift fpake of no 
more here bur of thefe three degrees of punifhment, 
thinking they v.ere fufficient enough for example, 
whereby we might underftand, that there are as many- 
pains as there are offences : and fo by thefe three of- 
fences, and thefe three punifhments, all other offences 
and punifhments may be compared with each other: 
yet 1 would fatisfv your minds farther in thefe three 
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terms, judgment, council and hell-fire. Where you 
might fa,, what was the caufe that Chrift declared 
more the pains of hell by thefe terms than by any other 
terms? I told you before that he knew well to whom he 
fpake them; thefe terms were natural, and well known 
among the Jews and the Pharifees. Wherefore Chrift 
taught them with their own terms, to the intent they 
might underftand the better his doctrine; and thefe 
terms, may be likened unto three terms which we have , 
common and ufual amongft us, that is to fay, the feffions 
of inquirance, the feffions of deliverance, and the exe- 
cution day: feffions of inquirance is like unto judg- 
ment; for when feffions of inquiry is, then the judges 
caufe twelve men to give verdict of the felon's crime, 
whereby he fhall be judged to be indicted : feffions of 
deliverance is much like council ; for at feffions of deli- 
verance the judges go among themfelvcs to council, to 
determine fentence againft the felon. Execution day is 
to be compared to hell fire: for the Jews had a piace 
of execution amongft themfclves named Hell-fire: and 
fiirely when a man goeth to his death, it is the greateft 
pain in this world: wherefore you may fee that there 
are degrees in thefe our terms, as there be in thofe terms. 
The evil difpofed affections and fenfualities in us are 
always contrary to the rule of our falvation. What fhall 
we do now or imagine ro thruft down thefe Turks, and 
to fubdue them ? It is a great ignominy and fhame for a 
chriftian man to be bound and fubject to a Turk : nay, 
it fhall not be fo, we will firft caft a trump in their way, 
and play with them at cards who fhall have the better ; 
let us play therefore on this card. Whenfoever it fhall 
happen thefe foul paffions and Turks to rife in our fto- 
machs againft our brother or neighbour, either for un- 
kind words, injuries, or wrongs, which they have done 
unto us, contrary to our mind, ftraightways let us call 
unto our remembrance, and fpeak this queftion unto 
oinfelvcs, Who art thou? The anfwer is, 1 am a chrif- 
tian man. Then further we muft fay to ourfclves, What 
rcquireth Chrift of a chrifiian man? Now turn up your 
trump, your heart, (heart is trump, as I faid before) 
and caft your trump, your heart, on this card, and upon 
this card you fhall learn what Chrift rcquireth of a 
chriftian man, not to be angry, nor moved to ire againft 
his neighbour, in mind, countenance, nor othcrwife 
by word or deed. Then take up this card with your ; 
heart, and lay them together; that done, you have won 
the game of the Turk, whereby you -'have defaced and 
overcome by true and lawful play : but, alas, for pity, 
the Rhodes are won and overcome by the falfe Turks, 
and flrong caftle faith is decayed, fo that I fear it is al- 
moft impoffible to win it again. 

The «reat occafion of the lofs of this Rhodes is, by 
reafon that chriftian men do fo daily kill their own na- 
tion, that the very true number of" Chriftians is decay- 
ed : which murder and killing one of another is in- 
creafed, efpccially two ways, to the utter undoing of 
Chriftendom, that is to fay, by example and filence. 
By example thus : When the father, the mother, the 
lord, the lady, the maflcr, the dame, be themfelves 
overcome with thefe Turks, they be continual fwearers, 
adulterers, difpofers to malice, never in patience, and fo 
forth in all other vices : think you not when the father, 
the mother, the mafter, the dame, be difpofed unto 
vice or impatience, but that their children and fer- 
vants fhall incline and be difpofed to the fame ? No 
doubt as the child fhall take difpofition natural of his 
father and mother, fo fhall the fervants apply unto the 
vices of their matters and dames ; if the heads be falfe 
»n their faculties and crafts, it is no marvel if the chil- 
dren, fervants, and apprentices do join therein. This 
is a great and ftiameful manner of killing chriftian 
men, that the fathers, the mothers, the matters, and 
the dames, fhall not only kill themfelves, but all their's, 
and all that belongeth unto them, and fo this way is a 
great number of chriftian lineage murdered and fpoiled. 
The fecond manner of killing is filence. By filence 
alio is a great number of chriftian men flain ; which is 
on this fafhion : although the father and mother, mafter 
and dame, of themfclves be well difpofed to live after 
the law of God, yet they may kill their children and 



fervants in fuffering them ro do evil before their own 
faces, and do not ufc correction according to their o'. 
fences; the mafter f'eeth his fcrvant or apprentice take 
more of his neighbour, than the king's laws, or the 
order of his faculty doth admit him, or lie futivrcth him 
to take more of his neighbour, than he himfclf would 
be content to pay it' he were in like condition : thus 
doing, I fay, fuch men kill willingly their children and 
fervants, and fhall go to hell for fo doing; but alfo their 
fathers and mothers, matters and dames, fhall bear them 
company for fo fulfering. Wherefore I exhort all tru e 
chriftian men and women to give good example unto 
your children and fervants, and fuffer not them by 
filence to offend : every man muft be in his own houfe, 
according to St. Auguftinc's mind, a bifliop, not only 
giving good example, but teaching according to it, re- 
buke and punifh vice, notfuft'ering your children and 
fervants to forget the laws of God : you ought to fee 
them have their belief, to know the commandments of 
God, to keep their holy days, not to lofe their time in 
idlenefs; if they do fo, you fhall all fuffer pain for it, 
if God be true of his faying, as there is no doubt there- 
of: and fo you may perceive that there be many that 
break this card, "' Thou fhalt not kill," and play 
therewith oftentimes, at the blind trump, whereby they 
be no winners, but great lofers; but who be thofe now. 
a-days that can clear themfelves of thefe manifeft mur- 
ders ufed to their children and fervants? I think not 
the contrary, but that many have thefe two ways flain 
their own children unto their own damnation, were not 
the great mercy of God ready to help them when they 
repent therefore. 

Wherefore confidering that we Lc fo prone and ready 
to continue in fin, let us caft ouifl-lvcs down with Mary 
Magdalen, and the mote we bow down with her to- 
wards Chrift's feet, the morc-we fhall be afraid to rife 
again in fin: and the more we know and fubmit our- 
felves, the more wc fhall be forgiven, and the lefs we 
know and fubmit ourfelves, the lefs we fhall be for- 
given, as appearcth by the following example. 

When Chrift- was in the world amongft the Jews 
and Pharifees, there was a great Pharifee whofe name 
was Simon ; this Pharifee delired Chrift on a time to 
dine with him, thinking svith himfelf that he was able 
and worthy to give Chrift a dinner: Chrift refufed not 
his dinner, but came unto him. In time ol their din- 
ner, there happened to come into the houfe a great fin- 
ncr named Mary Magdalen. As foon as fhe perceived 
Chrift, lhe caft herfelf down, and called unto her re- 
membrance what flie was of herfelf, and how greatly 
fhe had offended God, whereby the conceived in Chrift 
great love, and fo came near unto him, and wathed his 
feet with bitter tears, and fhed upon his head precious 
ointment, thinking that by him fhe fhould be delivered 
from her fins. This great and proud Pharifee feeing 
that Chrift did accept her oblation in the beft part, had 
great indignation againft this woman, and faid to him- 
felf, If this man Chrift were a holy prophet, as he is 
taken for, he would not fuffer this linnet to come fo 
nigh him. Chrift understanding the naughty mind of 
this Pharifee, faid to him, Simon, I have iomewhat to 
fay unto thee : fay what you pleafe (quoth the Pharifee). 
Then, faid Chrift, I pray thee tell me this : if there be 
a man to whom there is ou ing twenty pounds to one, and 
forty by another, this man to whom this money is owing, 
perceiving theft iw o men be not able to pay him, he for- 
giveth them both.. Which of thefe two debtors ought to 
love this man molt ? The Pharifee faid, That man ought 
to love him beft that had muft forgiven him. Likiwifc, 
faid Chrift, it is by this woman. She hath loved mc 
moft, therefore nioft is forgiven her; fhe hath known 
her fins moft, whereby flie hath moft loved me; and 
thou haft leaft loved mc, becaufe thou haft leaft known 
thy fins; therefore becaufe thou haft leaft known thine 
offences, tl.ou art leaft forgiven. So this proud Pha- 
rifee had an anfwer to allay his pride: and think >ou not 
but there be amongft us a great number of thefe proud 
Pharifees, which think themfelves worthy to bid Chrift 
to dinner, who will perk and prefumc to fit by Chrift 
in the church, and have difdain of this j oor woman 
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Maedalen, their poor neighbour, with an high difdain- 
flil and folemn countenance; and being always defirous 
to climb higheft in the church, reckoning themfelves 
more worthy to lit here than another, I fear me poor 
Magdalen under the boord and in the belfry, hath 
more forgiven of Chrift than they have : for it is like 
that thcfe Pharifees do lefs know themfelves and their 
offences, whereby they lefs love God, and they be lefs 

fol f would to God we would follow this example, and 
be like unto Magdalen; I doubt not but we be all 
Magdalens in falling into fini and offending: but we 
be not again Magdalens in knowing ourfelves, and- in 
rifing from fin. If we be the true Magdalens, we Ihould 
be as willing to forfake our fin, and rife from fin, as we 
were willing to commit fin, and to continue in it ; and 
•we then ftiould know ourfelves belr, and make more 
perfect anfwcr than ever we did, unto this queftion, 
Who art thou? To which we might anfvver, that we 
be true chriftian men and women : and then, I fay, 
you lhall underftand and know how you ought to play 
at this card, " Thou fhalt not kill," without any inter- 
ruption of your deadly enemies the Turks, and fo tri- 
umph at the laft by winning everlafting life in glory, 

^ It would" require a- long difcourfe to declare what a 
ftir there was in Cambridge upon this, preaching of Mr. 
Latimer. Belike Satan began to feel himfelf and his 
kingdom to betouchcd too near, and therefore thought 
it time to look about hiirii and to make out his men 
of arms. 

Firft came out the prior of Black Friars, called 
Buckneham, who thinking to make a great hand againft 
Mr. Latimer, about the fame time of Chriftmas, when 
Mr. Latimer brought forth his cards to: deface belike 
the doings of the other, brought out his Chriftmas dice, 
carting there to his audience Cinque and Quarter, 
meaning by the Cinque five places in the New Tefta- 
menr, and the four doctors by the Quarter; by which 
his Cinque and Quarter he would prove that it was not 
expedient for the fcriptures to be in Englifh, left the 
ignorant and vulgar fort, through the occafion thereof, 
might aptly be brought in danger to leave their voca- 
tion, or elfe to run into fome convenience : as for ex- 
ample : 

The ploughman, when he heareth this in the gofpel : 
" No man that layeth his hand on the plough and 
,'ooketh back, is meet for the kingdom of God ;" might 
pei ad venture hearing this, ceafe from his plough. Like- 
wife the baker, when he hears that a little leaven cor- 
rupted a whole lump of dough, may perchance leave 
our bread unleavened, and fo our bodies fhall be un- 
feafoned. Alfo the fimple man, when he heareth in 
ihe gofpel, " If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and caft it from thee," may make himfelf blind, and 
fo fill the world v\ith beggars. Thefe, with fome 
oihers, this clerkly friar brought out, to the number 
of five, to prove his purpofe. 

Mr. Latimer heaiing this fermon.of Dr. Buckneham, 
c.mic again in the afternoon, or fhortly after, to the 
church to anfwcr the friar, where reforted to him a great 
multitude, as well of the univerfity as of the town, both 
doctors and other graduates, with great expectation to 
hear what he could fay : among whom alfo, directly in 
the face of Latimer, underneath the pulpit, fat Buck- 
neham the aforefaid friar, prior of the Black-Friars, 
with his black friar's cowl about his Ihoulders. 

Then Mr. Latimer firft repeating the friarly reafons 
of Dr. Buckneham, whereby he would prove it a dan- 
gerous thing for the vulgar people to have the fcrip- 
tures in the vulgar tongue, lb refuted the friar, fo an- 
fwered to his objections, fo dallied with his bald reafon 
of the ploughman looking back, and of the baker leav- 
ing his bread unleavened, that the vanity of the friar 
might to all men appear, well proving and declaring 
to the people, that there was no fuch fear nor danger 
for the fcriptures to be in Englifh, as the friar pretend- 
ed; at leaf! requiring this, that the fcriptures might be 
fo long in the Englifh tongue, till Englifhmen were fo 
mad, that either the ploughman durft not look back, 
No. 27. 



or the baker Ihould leave his bread unleavened; And 
proceeding moreover ih his fermon, he began to dif- 
courfe of the myftical fpeeches and figurative phrafes 
of the fcriptures; which phrafes he faid were not fo 
diffufeand difficult, as they were common in the fcrip- 
rures, and in the Hebrew tongue are commonly ufed 
and known: and not only in the Hebrew tongue, but 
alfo every fpeech (faith he) hath it's like metaphors 
and figurative fignifications, fo common and vulgar to 
all men, that the very painters do paint them on walls 
and on houfes. 

As for example (faith he, looking towards the friar 
that fat over againft him) when they paint a fox preach- 
ing out of a friar's cowl, none is fo mad to take this to 
be a fox that preacheth, but know well enough the 
meaning of the matter; which is to point out unto us, 
what hypocrify, crafts, and fubtle diffimulation lieth 
hid many times in thefe friar's cowls, willing us thereby 
to beware of them. In fine, friar Buckneham was 10 
dalhed with this fermon, that he durft never after peep 
out of the pulpit againft Mr. Latimer. 

Befides this Buckneham, there was alfo another rail- 
ing friar, not of the fame coat, but of the fame note and 
faction, a gray friar and a doctor, an outlandifh man, 
named Dr. Vcnetus, who likewife in his brawling fer- 
mon railed and raged againft Mr. Latimer, calling him 
a mad and brainlefs man, and willing the people not 
to believe him, &c. To whom Mr. Latimer anfwer- 
ing'again, taketh for his ground the words of our Sa- 
viour Chrift, Matt. v. Thou lhall not kill, &c. But 
I fay unto you, Whofoever is angry with his neighbour 
lhall be in danger of judgment; and whofoever fliall 
fay unto his neighbour Racha, (or any other like words 
of rebuking, as brainlefs) fhall be in danger of coun- 
cil: and whofoever fliall fay to his neighbour, Fool, 
lhall be in danger of hell-fire. 

In difcufling of which place, firft he divideth the 
offence of killing into three branches. One to be with 
hand, the other with heart, the third with word. With 
hand, when we ufe any weapon drawn, to fpill the life 
of our neighbour. With heart, when we be angry with 
him. With word, when in word or countenance we 
difdainfully rebuke our neighbour.ordefpirefully revile 
him. Words of rebuking are, when we fpeak any op- 
probrious or unfeemjy thing, w hereby the patience of 
our neighbour is moved, as when we call him mad (faid 
he) or brainlefs, or fuch like, which are guilty of coun- 
cil : words of fpitc, or reviling arc, when we call him 
fool; which Chrift faith is guilty of hell-fire. 

Thus Mr. Latimer in handling and trimming this 
matter, after that with the weight of Chrift's u ords, and 
the explaining of the fame, he had fufficiently borne the 
friar clean down, then he turned to the fifth chapter of 
the book of Wifdom. Out of which chapter he declared 
to the audience, how the true fervantsand preachers of 
God in this world, commonly are fcorned and reviled 
by the proud enemies of God's word, which account 
them here as mad-men, fools, brainlefs, and drunken : 
fo did they (faid he) in the fcripture call them which 
moft purely preached, and ftt forth the glory of God's 
word. But (laid he) what will be the end of thefe jolly 
fellows, or what will they fay in the end? We mad 
men, we mad fools, we, we ourfelves, &c. And that 
will be their end except they repent. And thus ending 
his fermon, he fo confounded the poor friar, that he 
drove him not only out of countenance, but alfo clean 
out of the univerfity. 

But what Ihould I here ftand deciphering the n.irncs 
of his adverfaries, when whole fwarms of friars and 
doctors flocked againft him on every fide, almofl 
through the whole univerfity, preaching and likewife 
barking againft him? Amongft w horn was Dr. Watfon, 
mafter of Chrift's college, whofe fcholar Latimer had 
been before, Dr. Notaries, mafter of Clare-hall, Dr. 
Philo, mafter of Michael-lioufe, Dr. Me tcalfe, mafter 
of St. John's, Dr. Blithe, of the King's-hall, Dr. 
Bullock-; mafter of the Queen's college, Dr. ClifFe, of 
Clement-houfe, Dr. Donnes, of Jefus college, Dr. 
Pfalms, mafter of Sr. Nicholas Hoifcl, Bain, Rud, and 
Greenwood, bachelors of divinity, all three "of Sr. 
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John's college! alfo Brickcnden, bachelor of divinity, 
of the fame houfe, and fcholar fometime to the faid 
Latimer. In fhort, almoft as many as were heads of 
houfes, fo many enemies did this worthy ftandard- 
bearerof Chrift's gofpel fuftain. 

Then came at laft Dr. Weft, bifhop of Ely, who 
preaching againft Mr. Latimer at Barwell-abbey, for- 
bad him within the churches of that univerfity to 
preach any more. Notwithftanding, fo the Lord pro- 
vided, that Dr. Barnes, prior of the Auguftine friars, 
did licenfe Mr. Latimer to preach in his church of the 
A guftines.and he himfelf preached at the next church, 
called St. Edward's church, which was the firft fermon 
of the gofpel that Dr. Barnes preached, being Sunday, 
and Chriftmas Eve. Whereupon certain articles were 
gathered out of his fermon, and were commenced 
againft him by Mr. Tirell, fellow of the King's-hall, 
and fo by the vice-chancellor prefented to the cardinal. 

Thus Mr. Latimer (as you have heard) being baited 
by the friars, doctors, and matters of that univerfity, 
about the )ear aforefaid, 1529, notwithftanding the 
malice of thefe malignant adverfaries, continued yet 
in Cambridge preaching for the fpace of three years 
together, with favour and applaufe of the godly, alfo 
with fuch admiration of his enemies that heard him, 
that the bifhop himfelf coming in, and hearing his 
gift, wifhed himfelf to have the like, and was compel- 
led to commend him upon the fame. 

So Mr. Latimer and Mr. Bilney, after this, continu- 
ed in Cambridge for fome time, where they fo frequent- 
ly conferred together, that the field wherein they ufual- 
ly walked, was for a long time after called, The here- 
tics" hill. , 

The fociety of thefe .two, as it was much noted by 
many in that univerfity, fo it was full of many good 
examples, to all fuch as would follow them, both in 
vifitingthe prifoners, relieving the needy, and in feed- 
ing the hungry. Mr. Latimer maketh mention of a 
certain hiftory which happened about, this time in 
Cambridge, between them both and a certain woman 
then prifoner in the caftle or tower of Cambridge, which 
I thought here worthy to be mentioned. The ftory is 
this : It fo happened, that after Mr. Latimer had been 
fo acquainted with the aforefaid Mr. Bilney, he went 
with him to vifit the prifoners in the tower of Cam- 
bridge, and being there, among other prifoners, there 
was a woman who was accufed that fhe had killed her 
own child, which act fhe plainly and fiedfafily denied. 
Whereby it gave them occafion to fearch for the mat- 
ter, and at length they found that her hufbnnd loved 
her not, and therefore fought all means he could to 
make her away. The matter was thus : 

A child of her's had been fick a whole year, and at 
length died in harveft time, as it were in a confump- 
tion : which when it was gone, fhe went to have her 
neighbours to help her at the burial, but all were 
abroad in the harveft, whereby fhe was enforced with 
hcavinefs of heart, alone to prepare the child for the 
burial. Her hufband coming home, and not loving her, 
accufed her of murdering the child. This was the caufc 
of her trouble: and Mr. Latimer, by earneft inquifi- 
tion, of confeience thought the woman not guilty. Then 
immediately after he was called to preach before king 
Henry the eighth at Windfor, where after his fermon 
the king's majefty fent for him, and talked familiarly 
with him. At which time Mr. Latimer, finding an 
opportunity, kneeled down, opened the whole matter 
to the king, ancrdefired her pardon, which the king 
molt gracioufly granted, and gave it to him at his re- 
turn homeward. In the mean time the woman was 
delivered of a child in the prifon, whofe godfather was 
Mr, Latimer, and Mrs. Check godmother. But all the 
w hile he would not tell her of the pardon, but laboured 
to have her confefs the truth of the matter. At len«ih 
the time came when file expected to fuffer, and Mr. 
Latimer came as he was wont, to inftruct her; unto 
whom (he made great lamentation and moan, to be 
purified before her fuffering, for file thought file muft 
be damned if fhe died without purification. 



Then Mr. Bilney being with Mr. Latimer, both told 
her, that that law was made for the Jews, and not for 
us, and that women be as well in the favour of God be- 
fore they be purified as after; and rather it was ap, 
pointed for a civil and political law, for natural honef- 
ty's fake, than they fhould any thing the more be 
purified from fin thereby, &c. So they thus argued 
with this woman till they had better inftructed her, 
and at length fhewed her the king's pardon, and let 
hergo. 

This good act, among many others about that time, 
happened in Cambridge by Mr. Latimer and Mr. BiU 
ney. But this was not all, for many more like matters 
were wrought by them. Among his adverfaries was 
Dr. Redman, a man favouring more of fuperftition 
than of true religion, after the zeal of the Pharifees, 
yet not fo malignant or hurtful, but of a civil and! 
quiet difpofition, and alfo liberal in well-doing, 
that few poor fcholars were in that univerfity who fa- 
red not better by his purfe. Dr. Redman was a man 
of great authority in the univerfity of Cambridge, and 
perceiving the bold enterprize of Mr. Latimer, in fet- 
ting abroad the word and doctrine of the gofpel, at this 
time, or much about the fame, he wrote to him, feek- 
ing by perfuafion to revoke Latimer from that kind and 
manner of teaching : but Mr. Latimer in his anfvver 
faid, Chrift's fheep hear no man's voice but' Chrift's. 

After Mr. Latimer had thus laboured in preaching 
and teaching in the univerfity 1 of Cambridge about the 
fpace of three years, at length he was called up to the 
cardinal for hercfy, by the procurement of fome of the 
faid univerfity, where he was content to fubferibe and 
grant to fuch articles as they then propounded. 

After that he returned to the univerfity again, where 
fhortly after, by the means of Dr. Buts, the king's phy- 
fician, he was in the number of them which laboured in 
the caufe of the king's fupremacy. At laft being weary 
of the court, having a benefice in Wiltftiire offered by 
the king, at the fuit of the lord Cromwcl and Dr. Buts, 
he accepted the fame and inftructed his flock with 
much diligence. In fine, his diligence was fo great, 
his preaching fo powerful, the manner of his teaching 
fo zealous, that there in like fort he could not cfcape 
without enemies. 

His chief enemies and molefters, befides country 
priefis, were Dr. PoweJ, of Salilbury, Dr. Wilfon, 
fometime of Cambridge, Mr. Hubberdin, and Dr. 
Sherwood. Of whom fome preached and fome wrote 
againft him. 

ARTICLES devifed by the BISHOPS for Mr. 
LATIMER to fubferibe unto. 

I Believe that there is a purgatory to purge the fouls 
of the dead after this life. 

That the fouls in purgatory are holpen with the 
maffes, prayers, and alms of the living. 

That the faints do pray as mediators now for us. in 
heaven. 

That they are to be honoured of us in heaven. 

That it is profitable for chriftians to call upon the 
faints, that they may pray as mediators for us unto God. 

That pilgrimages and oblations done to the fepul- 
chres and relics of faints are meritorious. 

That they which have vowed perpetual chaftity may 
not marry, nor break their vow, without the difpenfa- 
tion of the pope. 

That the keys of binding and loofing, delivered to 
Peter, do rt ill remain with the bifhops of Rome his 
fucieffois, although they live wickedly, and are by no 
means, nor at any time, committed to laymen. 

That men may merit and deferve at God's hand by 
farting, prayer, and other good works of piety. 

That they which arc forbidden by the bifhop to 
preach, as fufpected perfons, ought to ceafe until they 
have purged themfelves before the faid bifhop, or their 
fupci lors, and be rcftorcd again. 

That the faft which is ufed in Lent, and other falls 
pre- 
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nrefcribcd by the canons, and by cuftom received of 
The chriftians, (except neceflity otherwife require) are 
to be obfervcd and kept; , 

That God in every one bf the feven facramerits 
eivcih grace to a man, rightly receiving the fame. 

That confecrations, fandtifyings and bleflings; by ufe 
and cuftom received in the churchj are laudable and 

^Thafit is laudable and profitablej that the venera- 
ble images of the crucifix and other faints fhould be 
had in the churches as a remembrance, and to the 
honour and worfhip of Jefus Chrift and his faints; 

That it is laudable and profitable to deck and to 
clothe thofe images, and fet up burning lights before 
them to the honour of the faid faints; 

Whether he was compelled by the bifhops to fign 
thefe articles cannot here be afcertained ; but in a let- 
ter to the bifhop, he avows his deteftation of the pro- 
pofitions, and declares himfelf avcrfe from fubferib- 
ing, " left I be tne author of my own damnation." 

As the diligence of this man of God never ceafed 
all the time of king Edward, to profit the church both 
publicly and privately, fo it is likewife to be obferved, 
that the fame good Spirit of God that aflifted and com- 
forted him in preaching thegofpel, didalfo enable him 
to fortel all thofe kinds of plagues, which afterwards 
enfued ; if England ever had a prophet, he feemed to 
have been one. As touching himfelf, he ever affirmed, 
that the preaching of the gofpel would coft him his 
life, and was perfuaded that Winchefter was kept in 
■ for the fame purpofe, as the 



ruly prove. After the death of the faid pious king 
" ' "ien queen Mary was proclaimed, a purfui- 
X down (by the means, no doubt, of Win- 



chefter) intothecountry, tocallhim up, of whofecnrti- 
ing.ahhoughMr. Latimer lacked no forewarning, being 
premonifhed about fix hours before by one John 
Carclefs, yet he was fo far from endeavouring to efcape, 
that he prepared himfelf for his journey before the faid 
officer came to his houfe. 

Thus Mr. Latimer being fent for, and coming up ro 
London, (entering Smithfield, he merrily faid, That 
Smithficld had long groaned for him) was brought be- 
fore the council, where he patiently endured all she 
mocks and taunts of fcortiful papifts, and was again 
fent to the Tower. 

Having pafled a long time in the Tower, with as 
much patience as a man in his cafe could do, from 
thence he was tranfportcd to Oxford, with Dr. Cran- 
mer, archbiftiop of Canterbury, and Dr. Ridley, bifhop 
of London, there to difpute upon articles fent down 
from Gardiner, bifhop of Winchefter, as is before 
mentioned: the manner and order of which difpu- 
tations between them and the univerfity doctors, is alfo 
before fufficiently expreffed. Where alfo is declared, 
how, and by whom the laid Latimer, with his other 
fellow-prifoners, were condemned after difputations, 
and fo committed again to the prifon, and there they 
continued from the month of April till the month of 
October, where they were moft godly occupied, either 
with brotherly conference, or with fervent prayer, or 
with fruitful writing. 

Albeic, Mr. Latimer, by reafon of the feeblcnefs of 
his age, wrote leaft of them all, in this latter time of 
his imprifonmcnt ; yet in prayer he was fervently oc- 
cupied, wherein oftentimes fo long he continued 
kneeling, that he was not able to rife without help; 
and amongft other things, thefe were three principal 
matters that he prayed for. 

Firft, That as God had appointed him to be a 
preacher of his word, fo alfo he would give him grace 
to Hand to his doctrine until his death, that he might 
give his heart's blood for the fame. 

Secondly, That God of his mercy would reftorc his 
gofpel to England once again. 

The third matter was, to pray for the prefcrvation 
of the lady Elizabeth, whom in his prayer he ufed 
to name, and even with tears defircd God to make 
"era comfort to this comforilefs realm of England. 



Neither were thefe things of him deiired in vain; 
for che Lord rooft-gracioufly did grant all thofe his 
requefts. 

Firft, Concerning his conftaricyj . even in the moft 
extremirythe Lord gracioufly aflifted hi rti. For when 
he flood at the flake without JBocardo-gatc at Oxford; 
and the tormentors about to fet the fire to him, an.1 to 
the learned and pious Dr. Ridleyj he lifted up his eyes 
towards heaven, with an audible aiid comfortable 
countenance, faying thefe words, " God is faithful; 
which doth not fuller us to be tempted above our 
flrength :" and fo afterwards fhed his blood in the 
caufe of Chrift, which blood ran out of his heart in 
fuch abundance, that all thofe that were prefent, 
being godly, did marvel to fee the moft part of the 
blood in his body to be gathered to his heart, and with 
fuch violence to gufh put, his body being opened by 
the force of the fire; by which things God moft 
graciou fly granted his requeft, -which was, That he 
might fhed his heart's blood in the defence of the 
gofpel. 

How mercifully the Lord heard his fecond requeft, 
in reftoringhis gofpel once again unto this realm, thefe 
prefent days can bear record* 

Again, Concerning his third requeft; it feemerh 
likewife moft effectually granted, to the great praife of 
God, the furtherance of his gofpel, and to the un- 
fpeabable comfort of this realm. For the recovery 
of God's word, queen Elizabeth was appointed and 
anointed, for whom this gray-headed father foearneftly 
prayed in his imprifonmcnt; through whofe true, na- 
tural, and imperial crown, the brightnefs of God's 
word was fet up again to confound the dark and falfe 
vizored kingdom of Antichrift, the true temple of 
Chrift re-edified, the eaptivity of forrowful chriftians 

The fame God, who at the requefts of his holy, 
faithful faints hath poured upon us fuch benefits of 
his mercy, peace, and tranquillity, aftiftour moft vir- 
tuous and chriftian prince, and his fubjects, that We 
may everyone in his ftateand calling ferve to his glory, 
and walk in our vocation, that we lofe not that which 
we have obtained, but may proceed in all faithftilnefs 
to build and keep up the houfe and temple of the 
Lord, to the advancing of his glory, and our everlaft- 
ing comfort in him. And thus much concerning the 
laborious travels of Mr. Latimer. Now after thefe 
things thus finifhed and difcourfed, pertaining to the 
ftory of his life, let us come to his letters, which he 
wrote at divers and fundry times from the firft be- 
ginning of his preaching, all which here to compre- 
hend, which he wrote both in Englifti and Latin, want 
of room at prefent will not permit; neverthelcfs fome 
we fhall infert, and firft concerning the articles above 
mentioned, for which he was troubled by the pricfts 
of the country about his benefice at Weft-Kingfton ; 
which he writeth thereof to Mr. Morrice, the copies 
whereof follow. 

ARTICLES untruly, unjuftly, falfely, and uncharitably t 
imputed to nte by Dr. POWEL, of Sahs^urv. 

Firft, That our LADY -was * SINNER; 

OCafioned of fome, not only laymen, but alfo 
priefts and beneficed men, who gave fo much tp 
our lady of devotion without judgment, as though fhe 
had not needed Chrift to five hen To prove Chrift 
her Saviour, to make Chrift a whole Saviour of all that 
be, or fhall be 'faved, 1 reafoned after this manner: 
That either fhe was a firmer or nofinner; there is no 
mean; If fhe was a finner, then fhe was redeemed of 
delivered from fin by Chrift, as other linnets be : if 
fhe was no finner, then fhe was preferved from firi by 
Chrift j fo that Chrift faved her, and was her neo'ef- 
fary Saviour, whether fhe finned or no. Now certain 
authors, faid I, as Chryfoftom, Theophilact, and others, 
write, as though fhe had been fomerhing faulty in her 
time. Alio 1 faid, that certain fcriptures ftand to 
the fame, unlcfs they be the more warily understood 
4 H and 
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and taken, (as in Rom. iii. 10, 20.) All have declined, 
that every mouth be flopped, and all the world be 
bounden or in danger to God. And after in the fame 
chapter, all have finned, and need the glory of God. 
And in the fifth, And fo death paffed through into all 
men and women, forafmuch as all have finned* But 
to thefe fcriptures I faid it might be anfwered, that the 
privilege of one, or of a few, doth not derogate or 
diminifh the verity of an univerfal expofition in fcrip- 
tures. 

And as to the doctors, I faid, that others fay other- 
wife; and forafmuch as now it is univerfally and con- 
stantly received and applied that fhe was no finner, it 
becometh every man to ftand and agree to the fame ; 
and fo will I, faid I, nor any man that is wife, will 
the contrary : but to my purpofe it is neither to nor 
from, to prove neither this nor that $ for I will have 
her faved, and Chrift her Saviour, whether ever fhe 
was, &c. 

And to that, what need you to fpeak of this? I an- 
fwered, great need, what man cannot be content that (he 
was a creature faved, but as it were a Saviourefs, not 
needing falvation, it is neceffary to fether in degree to 
the glory of Chrift, Creator and Saviour of all that be 
or fhall be faved,. Good authors have written that fhe 
was not a finner : but good authors never wrote that fhe 
was not faved : for though fhe never finned, yet fhe was 
not fo impeccable, but fhe might have finned, if fhe 
had not been preferved : it was of thegoodnefs of God 
that flic never finned : it had come of her own illncfs if 
file had finned : there was difference between her and 
Chrift. And I will give as little to her as I can (doing 
her no wrong) rather than Chrift her Son and Saviour 
fhall lack any thing of his glory ; and I am fure that 
our lady will not be difpleafed with me for fo doing, 
for our lady fought his glory here upon earth, fhe would 
not defraud him now in heaven: but fome are fo fu- 
perftitioufly religious, or fo irreligioufly fuperflitious, 
fo prepoftcroully devout toward our lady, as though 
there could not too much be given to her: fuch are 
zeals without knowledge and judgment to our lady's 
difp lea fure. 

No doubt our lady was, through the goodnefs of 
God, a good and a gracious creature, a devout hand- 
maid of the Lord, endued with lingular gifts and 
graces from above, which through the help of God fhe 
ufed to God's plcafure, according to her duty, fo giv- 
ing example to do likewife, fo that all the goodnefs 
that flie had, fhe had it not of hcrfelf, but of God the 
author of all goodnefs: the Lord was with her favour- 
ably, and poured graces unto her plenteoufly, as it is 
in the Ave Maria. The Son of God, when he would 
become man to fave both man and woman, did chufc 
her to be his mother, which love he fhewed to her 
alone, and to no other, of his benign goodnefs, by which 
fhe was the natural mother of Chrift : and through 
faith in Chrift fhe was the fpiritual fifter of Chrift, 
faved by Chrift, bleffcd by hearing Chrift's word, and 
keeping the fame. It would not have availed to her 
falvation, to have been his natural mother, if fhe had 
not done the will of his heavenly Father: by him fhe 
was his mother, by him (lie did the will of his Father: 
flie the hand-maiden, he the Lord. The hand-maiden 
did magnify the Lord, the hand-maiden would that 
all fhould magnify the Lord, to whom be honour and 
glory for ever, Amen. 

To honour him worthily, is not to difhonour our 
lady ; he is as able to preferve. from fin, as to deliver 
from fin ; he was then fubject to Jofeph his father-in 
law,, his mother's hufband ; Jofeph is now fubje/r. to 
him. l ie never difhonoured Joachim and Anna, his 
grandfather and grandmother, and yet I have nor 
read that he preferved them from all fin. 

To fay that Peter, and Paul, David, and Mary M.ig- 
dalen, were tinners, is not to difhonour them : for then 
fcripture doth difhonour them. It had not been for 
our profit to have preferved them all that he could 
have preferved. 



For remembrance of that fall and up-rifing keepeth 
us in our fall from defpairing: both is of God, to have 
not finned, and to have forfaken and left fin. And as 
fure is this of heaven as that, and this more common 
than that, and to us that have been linners more com- 
fortables. 

It hath been faid in times paft, without fin, that our 
lady was a finner: but it was never faid without fin 
that our lady was not faved, but a Saviour : I do not go 
about to make my lady a finner, but to have Chrift 
her Saviour. When mine adverfaries cannot reprove 
the thing that 1 fay, then they will belie me, to lay 
the thing that they can reprove. They will fin to 
make our lady no finner, to prove that, that no man 
dieth. So that provers, and fo cold probations faw 
you never. It were better unproved, than fo weakU- 
proved. But they be devout towards honouring of 
our lady, but a fin to have our lady no finner, or to 
fay fhe was no finner. 

I would be as loth to difhonour our lady as they, I 
pray God we may honour her as flie would be honoured: 
for verily fhe is worthy to be honoured. 

To make a pernicious and damnable lie, to have 
our lady no finner, is neither honour, nor yet plcafure 
to our lady, but great fin, to the difhonour and difplea- 
fure both of God and her. 

They fhould both pleafe and honour our lady much 
better, to believe their finful living, and to keep them- 
felves from finf'ulnefs, as our lady did, than fo finfully 
to lie to make our lady no finner; which if they do nor, 
they fhall certainly go to the devil, though they be- 
lieve ever fo furcly that our lady was no finner. 

And for the Ave Maria they lie falfely, I never denied 
it : I know it was a heavenly falutation or greeting of 
our lady, fpoken by the angel Gabriel, and written in 
the holyf cripture of St. Luke. But yet it is not pro- 
perly a prayer, a's the Pater Nofter is. Saluting orgrcer- 
ing, lauding or praifing, is not properly praying. The 
angel was fent to greet our lady, and to communicate 
and to fhew the will of God towards her, and there- 
fore ir is called the Annunciation of our lady, and not 
to pray to her, or to pray to her properly : fhall the Father 
of heaven pray to our lady? When the angel fpakc it, 
it was not properly a prayer. And is it not the fame 
thing now as it was then ? Nor yet he that denieth the 
Ave Maria to be properly a prayer, denieth the Ave 
Maria; fo that we may falute our lady with Hail Mary! 
as the angel did, though we be not fent of God fo to 
do, as the angel was. Yet though we may fo do, \vc 
have no plain command for fo doing, as the angel had; 
fo that the angel had been more, to blame peradven- 
ture to have left it unfaid, than we be, forafmuch as he 
was appointed of God to fay it, and not we: but as 1 
deny not, but as we may fay the Pater Noller, and the 
Ave Maria together, that to God, this to our lady, fo 
we may fay them feparately, the Pater Nofter by itfelf, 
and the Ave by itfelf; and the Pater Noller is a whole 
and a perfect prayer, without the Ave Maria ; fo that 
it is but a fuperftition to think that a Pater Nofter can- 
not be well faid without an Ave Maria at his heel. For 
Chrift was no fool, and when he taught the people to 
fay a Pater Nofter to God, he taught them not to fay, 
neither Pater Nofter, neither Ave Maria to our lady, 
nor yet Pater Nofter to St. Peter, as Mr. Hubbeidin. 
doth : therefore to teach to fay twenty Ave-Marias 
for one Pater Nofter, is not to fpeak the word of God 
as the word of God. And one Ave Maria well faid, 
and devoutly with affection, fen fe and understanding, 
is better than twenty-five faid fuperfiitioufly. And 
it is not like, but our lady faid many times the Pater 
Nofter, forafmuch as her fon Chrift, whom (lie 
loved and honoured over all, did make it, and taught 
it to be faid; whether fhe made an Ave Maria 
with all, or ten or twenty Ave Marias for one Parcr 
Nofter, 1 will leave that to learned men, as Hubberdin 
and Powel, to difcufs and determine : flic was not faved 
by often faying of the Ave Maria, but by confenting to 
the will of him that fent the angel to falute her with 
Hail Mary: wherefore if the praying of them which 
. decline their ear from hearing the law of God is execra- 
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SAINTS are not to be HONOURED. 



blc in the fight of God, yea, though they fay the Pater 
Nofter, I doubt not but the falvation of them hath been 
unplcafant to our lady in her fight, for whatlbever 
pleafeth not her Son, pleafeth not her ; for fhe hath de- 
light and pleafure in nothing, but in him, and in that 
which dclighteth and pleafeth him. Now we will be 
traitors to her Son by cuftomable finful living, and yet 
we fliall think great perfection and holinefs in number- 
ing every day many Ave Marias to our lady, and fo we 
think to make her our friend and patronefs, and then 
we care not for God j for having our lady on our fide, 
we may be bold to take our pleafure j for we fancy as 
though the very work and labour of repeating the Ave 
Maria is very acceptable to our lady, and the more, 
the more acceptable, not minding how they be faid, fo 
that they be faid ; if the Pater Nofter which Chrift both 
made, and commanded us to ufe, may be ufed to (Thrift's 
difpleafure, much more the Ave Maria, which neither 
Chrift nor our lady bid us fay, may be faid to her dif- 
pleafure: and better never once faid, than often fo faid. 
I would have difference between well faying and of- 
ten faying, and between that which Chrift bid us lay, 
and that which he bid us not fay : and whether Ave 
Maria be faid in heaven or no, who can tell but Dr. 
Powel? and if it be faid always there without a Pater 
Nofter, why may not Pater Nofter be faid here without 
Ave Maria ; and whether doth our lady fay it in 
heaven or no? Which thing I fpeak not to withdraw 
you from faying of it, but to withdraw you from fu- 
perftitious and unfruitful faying of it. So that by oc- 
eafion of falfe faith and truft that you have in the daily 
fawng of it, you fet not afide imitation and following 
of holy living, which will ferve at length, when fuper- 
ilitious greeting will neither ferve nor Hand in (Irength: 
it is meet that every thing be taken, eftecmed, and ] 
valued as it is. 

VVc falute alfo and greet well the holy crofs, or the ! 
image of the holy crofs, faying, All hail, holy crofs, 
which hath deferved to bear the precious talent of the 
world: and yet who will fay that we pray properly to 
the holy crofs ? whereby it may appear that greeting is 
one thing, praying another thing. The cross can nei- 
ther hear nor fpeak aga;n, no more than this pulpit : 
there we do falute it, not properly pray to it. 

The angel fpake alfo 'o Zachary, before He fpake to 
our lady. Be not afraid, Zachary, for thy prayer is 
heard, and thy wife Elizabeth ftiall bring thee forth a 
child which ftiall be called John, and great joy and 
gladncfs (ball be at his birth, and he ftiall be great 
and full of the Holy Ghoft from the womb of his 
motlirr, &c. 

What if a man ftiould fay thefe words every day, 
between the Pater Nofter, and the Ave Maria, in the 
vorfliip of St. Zachary, who 1 think is a faint in hea- 
ven, and was ere ever our lady came there to be ho- 
noured, I think he might pleafe and honour St. Za- 
chary, as well fome other way, and better too, though 
Uiey were words fent from God, fpoken by an angel, 
and written by St. Luke in the holy Scripture. 

And yet if it w ere once begun and accuftomed, I war- 
rant fome men would make it more than facrilegc to 
leave it off, though the devil fliould fow ever fo much 
iiipertlition by procefs of time unto it. 

Chrift made the Pater Nofter for a prayer, and bid 
Ms people lay it to his heavenly Father, One God in 
trinity of Perfons, one Father and Comforter, one 
Worker and Doer of all things here in this world, fay- 
ing unro us, After this manner ftiall ye pray, Our 
Father, &c. God lent his Son, amongft other things, 
to teach his people to pray : God fent his angel to greet 
our lady, not to teach his people to pray. For neither 
Chrift nor the angel laid to the people, "This ftiall you 
pray, Ave Mcria. When the apoftles faid to Chrift, 
Teach us to pray j Chrift faid, When you pray, fay, 
Our Father: he faid not when you pray, fay, Ave 
Maria. 1 fuppofe Chrift could teach to pray, as well as 
Dr. Powel and Mr. Hubberdin. I fay that the Ave 
Maria was before the Pater Nofter: Dr. Powel faith, 
it (hall endure niter the Pater Nofter : I can prove my 
iiiying by fcripturc, which he cannot: yet as it is no good 



argument, The Ave Maria was before the Pater Nofter : 
therefore, it is properly a prayer: fo it is no good ar- 
gument, The Ave Maria fliall laft after the Pater Nof- 
ter: therefore it is properly a prayer- without the an- 
tecedent be impoffible^ which is not credible to come 
ouc of fuch a fantaftical brain. 

Who was ever Co mad as to think that words of holy' 
fcripture could not be well faid : and yet wc may not 
be fo peevifti as to allow the fuperftitious faying of holy 
fcripture. . The devil is crafty, and we frail and prone 
to fuperftition and idolatry ; God give me grace to wor- 
fhip him and his, not after our own curiolity, but ac- 
cording to his ordinance with all humility. 

St. Zachary is to be honoured, and in no wife to be 
difhonoured : fo that we may leave unfaid that which 
the angel faid without diftionouring him. 

It is not neceflary to our falvation to make an ordi- 
nance of honouring him, with faying as the angel did. 

It is better for a mortal man to do the office of a man, 
which God biddeth him to do, than to leave that un- 
done, and to do the office of an angel which God bid- 
deth us not to do : if the other be prcfumprion, I had 
rather prefume to pray to God, which is God's bidding 
and man's office, than ro prefume into the office of an , 
angel without God's bidding. 

It is a godly prefumption, to prefume to do the bid- 
ding of God. 

Here 1 neither fay, that our lady was a finncr, nor yet 
deny the Ave Maria. 

SAINTS are not to be HONOURED. 

T Said this word fJSaintsj isdiverfly taken by the vulgar 
X people; images of faints are called faints, and inha- 
biters of heaven are called faints. Now by honouring 
of faints, is meant praying to faints. Take honouring 
fo, and images for faints ; fo faints arc not to be honour- 
ed : that is to fay, dead images are not to be prayed 
unto; for they have neither ears to hear withal, nor 
tongue to fpeak withal, nor heart to think withal, &c. 

They can neither help me nor mine ox, neither my 
head nor my tooth, nor work any miracle for me, one 
no more than another : and yet 1 Ihewed the good ufe 
of them to be laymen's books as they are called, reve- 
rently to look upon them, to remember the things that 
arefignified by them, &c. 

And yetl would not have them fo coftly and curi- 
oufly gilt and decked, that the quick image of God, 
(for whom Chrift ihed his blood, and to whom whar- 
foevcr is done Chrift reputeth it done to himfelf) Jack 
ncceflarics to be unprovided for by that occafion, for 
then the layman doth abufc his book. 

A man may read upon his book, though it be not 
very curioufly gilded; and in the day-time a man may 
behold it without many candles, if he be not blind. 

Now I fay there be two kinds of mediators, one by 
way of redemption, another by way of interceffion ; 
and I faid that thefe faints, that is to fay, images called 
faints, be mediators neither way. 

As touching pilgrimages, i faid, that all idolat^, 
fuperftition, error, falfe faith, and hope in the images, 
muft be pared away, before they can be well done, 
houfhold looked upon, poor chriftian people provided 
for, reftitutions made, all ordinances of God dilcharged, 
or ever they can be w ell done. And when they be at 
belt, before they be vowed, they need not to be done : 
they fliall never be required of us, though they be never 
done, and yet we fliall be blamed when they be all 
done; wives muft advife with their hufbands, and huf- 
bands with their wives, both with curates, ere ever they 
I may be vowed to be done. 

j And yet idolatry may be committed in doing of them, 
i as it appeareth by St. Paul, in the firft epillle to the 
Corinthians, chap. x. where he biddeth the Corin- 
thians this ; to beware of idolatry, and that after they 
had received the true faith in Chrift; which had been 
vain, if they could not have done idolatry: andexpofi- 
tors add, to beware not only of the act of idolatry, buc 
alfo of all occafion of that act : which is plain againft 
I Mr. Hubberdin, and parfon of Chrift's church, who 
4 I when 
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went about to prove, that now there could be no ido- 
latry. 

As touching the faints in heaven, I faid, They be not 
our mediators by way of redemption : for fo Chrift 
alone is our Mediator and their's both : fo that the blood 
of martyrs hath nothing to do by way of redemption : 
the blood of Chrift is enough for a thoufand worlds, 
&c. 

Bur by way of interceffion,. fo faints in heaven may 
be mediators, and pray for us, as I think they do, when 
wc call not upon them ; for they be charitable, and 
need no fpurs, and we are not openly required of God 
in fcripture to call upon them, as we are to call upon 
God, nor yet may we call upon them without any diffi- 
dence or miftruft in God; for God is more charitable, 
more merciful, moreable, more ready to help than them 
all, fo that though we may defire the faints in heaven to 
pray to God for us, yet it is not fo neceffary to be done, 
but that we may pray to God ourfclves, without firft 
making fuit to them, and obtain of him whatfoever we 
need, if we continue in prayer; fo that whatfoever we 
afk the Father in the name of Chrift, his Son, the Fa- 
ther will give it us : for faints can give nothing without 
him, but he can without them, as he did give to them ; j 
fcripture doth fet faints that be departed before our eyes 
for our examples, fo that the chiefeft and moft principal 
worftiip and honouring of them is to know their holy 
living, an to follow them, as they followed Chrift, &c. 

God biddeth us come to him with prayer, and to fol- 
low his advice is no prefumption, it is rather ptefuming 
to leave it undone to do that which he biddeth us not do, 
&c. We muft have faints in reverent memory, and 
learn of God's goodnefs towards them, to truft in God, 
and mark well their faith towards God and his word, 
their charity towards their neighbour, their patience in 
all adverfity, and pray to God who gave them grace fo 
to do, that we may do likewifc, for fuch like doings 
we ihall have like fpeedings.thay be well honoured when 
God is well pleafed ; the faints were not faints by pray- 
ing to faints, but by believing in him that made them 
faints : and as they were faints, fo we may be faints ; yea, 
there be many faints that never prayed to faints, and yet 
I deny not, but we may pray to faints, but rather to him 
who can make us faints whocallcth us to him, biddeth 
us call upon him, promifeth help, cannot deceive us 
and break his promifc; when wc pray faithfully to him, 
we honour him, not after our own fantaftical imagina- 
tion, but even after his own wife ordinances, whom to 
honour is not to diflionour faints ; therefore they lie that 
fay, that 1 vould not.have faints to be honoured, &c. 

There is no FIRE in HELL. 

I Never knew a man that faid fo. I fpake of divers 
opinions that have been written of the nature of that 
fire ; fome that it is a fpiritual fire, or at leaft way a fpi- 
ritual pain in the corporal fire ; for as it is called a fire, 
fo it is called a worm, but a fpiritual and metaphorical 
worm, fo they think of the fire. Some that it is a cor- 
poral and natural fire ; fome have thought diverfly be- 
fore the refurrection without the body, and aftcrwith 
the body; fome that the foul without the body fufFereth 
in the fire, but not of the fire; fome both in and of the 
fire. The fcholaflic authors think, that the fouls be- 
fore the refurreftion, becaufe they be of fpiritual fub- 
ftance, do not receive the heat of the fire into them, 
which is a fenfible and corporal quality, fo that Atha- 
nafius, a Greek author, calleth their pain Triftitiam, a 
heavinefs or anguifh ; and this opinion is probable 
enough: fome think, though they be always in pain, yet 
they be not always in fire ; but go from waters of fnow to 
exceeding heat ; but it is when their bodies be there; 
but whether in cold or heat, in water or in lire, in air 
or in earth, they lack no pain, their torment goeth with 
them, for they think that the devils that tempt us, 
though they have pain with them, yet they have not fire 
with'them, for then they Ihould be known by the heat 
of the fire. 

I am certain, faith St. Auguftine, that there is a fire 
in hell, but what manner of fire, or in what part of the 
world, no man can tell but he that is of God's privy 



council : I would advife every man to be more careful 
to keep out of hell, than truft he (hall find no fire i n 
hell. Chryfoftom faith, That to be deprived the frui. 
tion of the Godhead, is greater pain than being in hell : 
there is fire burning, there is heat, there is cold, there 
is pain without pleafure, torment' without eafe, an- 
guifh, heavinefs, forrow, and penfivenefs, which tar- 
rieth and abideth for all liars and hinderers of the 
truth. 

There is no PURGATORY after Ms LIFE. 

NOT for fuch liars as will bear me in hand to £iy 
that I faid not ; I fhewed the ftate and condition 
of them that be in purgatory : then I denied it, not 
that they have charity in fuch furety that they can- 
not lofe it, fo that they cannot murmur againft God, 
cannot diflionour God, can neither difpleafe God, nor 
be difpleafed with God, cannot be difTevered from God, 
cannot die, nor be in peril of death, cannot be damned^ 
nor be danger of damnation ; cannot be but in furety 
of falvation ; they be members of the myftical body of 
Chrift as we be, and in more furety than we be : they 
love us charitably ; charity is not idle, that is, it work- 
eth andfheweth itfelf, and therefore I fay, they with us 
well, and pray for us; they need not cry loud ro God, 
they be in Chrift, and Chrift in them, they be with 
Chrift, and Chrift with them, they joy with the Lord 
Chrift always, taking thankfully whatfoever God doth 
with them, ever giving thanks to their Lord God, ever 
lauding and praifing him in all things that he doth, dif- 
content with nothing that he doth, &c. 

And forafmuch as they be always in charity, and when 
they pray for us, they pray always in charity, and be al- 
ways God's friends, God's children, brethren and fiffers 
to our Saviour Chrift, even in God's favour, even have 
Chrift with them, to offer their prayer to the Father of 
heaven, to whom they pray in the name of the Son. 
And we many times for lack of charity, having malice, 
envy, rancour, and hatred one towards another, be the 
children of the devil, inheritors of hell, adverfarics to 
Chrift, hated of God, his angels, and all his faints ; 
they in their flate may do us more good with their pray- 
ers, than we in this ftate. And they do us always good, 
unlefs the lack and impediment be in us; for prayer faid 
in charity is more fruitful to him that it is faid for, and 
more acceptable to God, than faid out of charity ; for 
God looketh not to the work of praying, but to the heart 
of the prayer. We may well pray for them, and they 
much better for us, which they will do of their charity, 
though we defire them not. 

I had rather.be in purgatory than in the bifhop of 
London's prifon ; for in this 1 might die bodily for lack 
of meat; in that I could not. In this I might die 
fpiritually for fear of pain, or lack of good counfel ; in 
that I could not. In this 1 might be in extreme neceffi- 
ty, in that I could not, if extreme neceffity be peril of 
perifhing. And then you know what followeth, if we 
be not bounden by precept to help, but them that be 
in extreme neceffity, we fee not who needcth in pur- 
gatory, but we fee who needeth in this world. And 
John faith, If thou fee thy brother, and help him not, 
how is the charity of God in thee ? Here, either wc 
be, or wc may be in extreme neceffity, both in body 
and foul ; in purgatory neither one nor other. Here 
we be bound to help one another, as we would be 
j helped ourfclves under pain of damnation. Here for 
j lack of hclp,^ we may murmur and grudge againft God, 
diflionour God, undo ourfclves, which inconveniences 
fhall not follow, if we do our duty to one another. I 
am fure the fouls in purgatory be fo charitable, and of 
charity fo loth to have God difhonoured, that they 
would have nothing withdrawn from the poor here in 
this world, to be beftowed upon them which might 
occafion the diflionour of God, &c. 

Therefore, howfoever we do for purgatory, let us 
provide to keep out of hell. And had la thoufand pounds 
to beflow, as long as I faw neceffary ocenfion offered to 
me of God to difpenfe it upon my needy brother here in 
this world, according to God's commandment, 1 would 
not withdraw my duty from him for any provifion of 
purgatory, 
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nurgatory, as long as I faw dangerous ways unrepaired, 
poor men's daughters unmarried, men beg for lack of 



wo rk, fick and fore for lack of fuccour. I would have 
difference between that which may be done, and that 
which ought to be done, and this to go before that, 
and that to come after this. If God command one 
way, mine own devotion moveth me another way, which 
way'fhould I go? I may by no trcntals, no mafles, no 
ladders of heaven, make a foundation for myfelf with 
other men's goods; goods wrongfully gotten mutt needs 



home again. 



mft needs be reftored to the owners, if 



they can be known, if not, they be poor men's goods 
debts mutt needs be paid, creditors fatisfied and content, 
God's ordinance towards my neighbour here in this 
world difcharged, all affections and lufts moving to the 
contrary purged. Or elfe, though our foul-priefts fing 
till they be blear-eyed, or fay mafs till they have worn 
their tongues to the flumps, neither their ringings nor 
their fayings (hall bring us out of hell, whither we fhall 
go for contemning God's prohibitions. 

He that purgeth all errors of falfe opinions, all unwil- 
lingnefs to do God's ordinance, provideth not for hell 
or purgatory. Purgatory's iniquity hath fet afide resti- 
tutions, and brought poor chriftiansto extreme beggary, 
replenished hell, and left heaven almoft empty. 

That can break their charity. 
That can break their patience. 
That can diffever them from Chrift. 
That can difiever Chrift from them. 
v That can caufe them to difhonour God. 
S < That can caufe them to difpleafe God. 
* J That can caufe them to be difpleafed with God. 
g That can caufe them to be difcomcnt with God. 
So That can bring them to peril of death. 
" That can bring them to peril of damnation. 
That can bring them to extreme neceffity. 
That can bring them from furcty of falvation. 

And yet it followcth not that there is no pain. 

Howbeit, if the bifhop's two fingers can fhakeaway 
a good part, if a friar's cowl, or the pope's pardon, or 
Scala Cceli of a groat, can difpatch for all together, it is 
not fo greatly to be cared for, I have not leifure to write 
at large, and I wrote before fuch things which in this 
hafte come now to mind. 

They that can reclaim at this, that the fouls in purga- 
tory do pray for us, if they could get as much money for 
the prayer, that the fouls in purgatory fay for us, as they 
have done for that that they have faid for them, they 
would not reclaim : you know the wafp that doth fting 
them, and make them fo fwell, they that reclaim at that, 
do not reclaim at this, nor at this following. 

Chrift's blood is not fufficient without the blood of 
martyrs. 

Magdalen did not know Chrift to be God before 

his rcfurrection. 
There can be no idolatry, 
Rome cannot be deftroyed. 
The pope is lord of all the world. 
Whaifoever he doeth is well done. 
Pater Nofter is to be faid to St. Peter. 
Pater Nofter is but a beggarly prayer. 

Ave Maria is infinitely better. 

Twenty Ave Marias for one Pater Nofter. 

It was not neccflary for fcripture to be written. 

He that leaveth father and mother maketh for our 

pilgrimage. 
With many more. 

Mr. LATIMER's LETTER to Mr. MORRICE, 

concerning the ARTICLES written, which were 
falfely laid again/l him. 

RIGHT worfhipful, and mine own good maftcr 
Morrice, health in Chrift Jefus. And I thank 
you for all hearty kindnefs, not only heretofore fliewed 



unto me, butalfo that now of late you would vouchsafe 
to write unto me fo poor a wretch, to my great comfort 
among all thefe my troubles. I truftand doubt nothing 
in it, but God will reward you for me, and abun- 
dantly fupply mine inability, &c. Mr. Morrice, you 
would wonder to know how 1 have been treated at 
Briftol, I mean by fome of the priefts, who firft deli red 
me, welcomed me, made me cheer, heard what 1 faid, 
and allowed my faying in all things while I was with 
them; when I was gone home to my benefice, perceiv- 
ing that the people favoured me fo greatly, and that the 
mayor had appointed me to preach at Latter, privily 
they procured an inhibition for all them that had not 
the bifhop's licenfe, which they kuew well enough I 
had not, and fo craftily defeated mafter mayor's ap- 
pointment, pretending they were forry for it, procuring 
alfo certain preachers to rail againft me, as Hubberdin 
and Powel, with others, whom when 1 had brought be- 
fore the mayor, and the wife council of the town, to 
know what they could lay to my charge, wherefore they 
fo declaimed againft me, they faid they fpake as they 
were informed : however no man could be brought 
forth that could ftand to any thing: fo that they had 
place and time to belie me fhamefully, but they had no 
place or time to lay to my charge when I was prcfent 
and ready to make them anfwer. God amend them, 
and affuage their malice, that they have againft the truth 



Our LADY was a SINNER. 
QO they did belie me to have faid, when I had faid no- 

0 thing fo, but to reprove certain, both priefts and 
beneficed men, which do give fo much to our lady, as 
though fhc had not been faved by Chrift, a whole Savi- 
our, both of her, and of all that be, or fliall be faved: 

1 did reafon after this manner, that either fhe was a fin- 
ner, or no finncr; if a finner, then fhe was delivered 
from fin by Chrift; fo that he faved her, either by deli- 
vering orpreferving her from fin, fo that without him, 
neither fhe, nor none other, either be, or could be faved. 
And to avoid all offence, I fhewed how it might be 
anfwered, both to certain fcripturcs, which maketh all 
generally finners, and how it might be anfwered unto 
Chryfoftom and Thcophiladt, wr.ich makes her namely 
and fpecially a finncr. fiut all would not ferve, their 
malice was fo great ; notwithftanding that five hundred 
honeft men canand will bear record. When they cannot 
reprove that thing that 1 do fay, then will they belie 
me, to fay that thing which they can reprove ; for they 
will needs appear to be againft me. 



SAINTS a 



0 he WORSHIPPED. 



SO they lied when I had fhewn certain divers fignifi- 
cations of this word (Saints) among the vulgar peo- 
pfe : Firft, images of faints are called faints, and fo they 



not to be worfhipped : take worfhipping of them for 
ying to them ; for they arc neither mediators by 
way of redemption, nor yet by way of interceffion. And 



yet they may be well ufed when they be applied to the 
ufes for which they were ordained, to be laymen's books 
for remembrance of heavenly things, &c. 

Take faints for inhabitants of heaven, and worfhipping 
of them, for praying to them, I never denied, but that 
they might be worfhipped, and be our mediators, though 
not by the way of redemption, (forfo Chrift alone is a 
whole Mediator, both for them and for us) yet by the 
way of interceffion. 

PILGRIMAGE. 

AND I never denied pilgrimage. And yet I have 
faid that much fcurf muft be pared away, ere ever 
it can be well done ; fuperftition, idolatry, falfe faith, 
and truft in the image, unjuft eftimation of the thing; 
debts muft be paid, reftitution, made, wife and children 
muft be provided for, duty to our neighbours difcharged. 
And when it is at the beft, before it be vowed, it need 
not be done, for it is neither under the command of 
God nor man to be done. And wives muft advife with 
hufbands, 
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hufbands, and hulbands and wives with curates, before 
U be done. 

AVE MARIA. 
A S for Ave Maria, who can think that I would 
deny it? I faid it was an heavenly greeting or 
faluting of our bleffed lady, wherein the angel Gabriel, 
fent from the Father of heaven, did annunciate and (hew 
unto her the good-will of God towards her, what he 
would with her, and to what he had chofen her. But 
I faid it was not properly a prayer, as the Pater Nofter, 
which our Saviour Chrift himfelf made for a proper 
prayer, and bid us to fay it for a prayer, not adding 
that we fhould fay ten or twenty Aves or Marias withal : 
and I denied not but that we may well fay Ave Marias 
alfo, but not fo that we fhall think that the Pater Nofter 
is not good, a whole and perfect prayer, nor cannot be 
well faid without Ave Maria ; fo that I did not fpeak 
againft the well faying of it, but againft fuperftitious 
faying of it, and of the Pater Nofter too ; and yet I put 
a difference betwixt that, and that which Chrifl: made 
to be faid for a prayer. 

No FIRE in HELL. 

WHO ever could fay or think fo? However, good 
authors do make a difference betwixt fuffering 
in the fire with bodies, and without bodies. The foul 
without the body is a fpiritual fubftance, which they fay 
cannot receive a corporal quality, and fome make it a 
fpiritual fire, and fomea corporal fire. And as it is cal- 
led a fire, fo it is called a worm, and it is thought of 
fome not to be a material worm, that is, a living beaft, 
but it is a metaphor, but that is nothing to the purpofe; 
for a fire it is, a worm it is, pain it is, torment it is, 
anguifh it is, a grief, a mifery, a forrow, a heavinefs 
inexplicable, and intolerable, whofe nature and condi- 
tion in every point, who can tell, but he that is of God's 
privy council? faith St. Auftin. God give us grace ra- 
ther to be diligent to keep us out of it, than to be curi- 
ous to difcufs the property of it ; for certain we be, that 
there is little cafe, yea, none at all, but weeping, wailing, 
and gnafhing of teeth, «hich be two effects of extreme 
pain, rather certain tokens what pain there is, than what 
manner of pain there is. 

No PURGATORY. 

HE that fheweth the ftate and condition of it, doth 
not deny it. But I had rather be in it than in 
Lollard's Tower, the bifhop's prifon, for divers reafons. 

Firfl, In this I might die bodily for lack of meat and 
drink ; in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might die fpiritualh for fear of pain, 
or lack of good counfel ; there 1 could not. 

Item, In this I might be in extreme neceflity ; in that 
1 could not, if it be peril of perifhing. 
Item, In this I might lack charity ; there I could not. 
Item, In this I might lofe my patience ; in that I 
could not. 

Item, In this I might be in danger of death ; in that 
1 could not. 

Item, In this I might be without furety of falvation; 
in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might difhonour God ; in that I could 

Item, In this 1 might murmur and grudge againft 
God ; in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might difpleafe God ; in that I could 

Item, In this I might be difpleafed with God; in that 
I could not. 

item, In this I might be judged to perpetual prifon, 
as they call it ; in that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be craftily handled; in that I 
could not. 

Item, In this I might be brought to bear a faggot ; in 
that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be difcontented with God ; in 
that I could not. 

Item, In this I might be feparated and diflevered 
from Chrifl: ; in that 1 could not. 



Item, In this I might pray out of charity, and in vain 
n that I could not. ; 
Item, In this my lord and his chaplains might mana- 



Item, In this they might ftrangle me, and fay that I 

lyfelf ; in that they could not. 
Item, In this they might have me to the confiftorv 



hanged 

and judge me after' their fafhion; from thence' thev 
could not. ' 

Therefore, I had rather to be there than here. For 
though the fire be called ever fo hot, yet if the bifhop's 
two fingers can (hake away a piece, a friars cowl ano- 
ther part, and Scali Cceli all together, I will never found 
abbey, college, nor chauntry, for that purpofe. 

For feeingthere is no pain that can break my charity 
break my patience, caufe me to difhonour God, to dif 
pleafe God, to be difpleafed with God, caufe me not to 
joy in God, nor that can bring me to danger of death 
or to danger of defperation, or from furety of falvation' 
that can feparate me from Chrift, or Chrifl: from me' 
I care the lefs for it. John Chryfoftom faith, the greatl 
eft pain that damned fouls have, is to be feparate and cut 
off from Chrift for ever; which pains the fouk in p Ur . 
gatory neither have nor can have. 

Confider, Mr. Morricc, whether provifion for pur- 
gatory hath not brought thoufands to hell. Debts have 
not been paid ; reftitution of evil-gotten lands and goods 
hath not been made; chriftian people (whofe neceffitics 
we fee, to whom whatfoever we do Chrift rcputeth 
done to himfelf, to whom we are bound under pain of 
damnation to do for, as we would be done forourfelves) 
are neglected and fuffered to perifh; laft wills unfulfilled 
and broken; God's ordinance fet afidc: and alfo for 
purgatory, foundations have been taken for fuificient fa- 
tisfadtion ; fo we have trifled away the ordinances of God 
and reftitutions. Thus we have gone to hell with mafles 
dirges, and ringing of many a bell. And who can pull 
pilgrimages from idolatry, and purge purgatory from 
robbery, but he fhall be in peril to conic in fufpicion of 
herefy with them? So that they may flecee one with pil- 
grimage, and fpoil with purgatory. And verily the 
abufe of them cannot be taken away, but great lucre 
and advantage fhall fall away from them, who had rather 
have profit with abufe, than lack the fame withufe; 
and that is the wafp that doth fting them, and maketh 
them to fwcll. And if purgatory were purged of all 
that it hath gotten, by fetting afide reftitution, and rob- 
bing of Chrift, it would be but a poor purgatory ; fo poor, 
that it fhould not be able to feed fo fat, and trick up fo 
many idle and flothful lubbers. 

I take God to witnefs, I would hurt no man, but it 
gricveth me to fee fuch abufe continue without remedy; 
I cannot underftand what they mean by the pope's par- 
doning of purgatory, but by way of fuffragc ; and as 
for fuffrage, unlcfs he do his duty, and feck not his 
own, but Chnft's glory, I had rather have the fuffragc 
of Jack in the fkullery, who in his calling doth exercifc 
both faith and charity ; but as for his mafs, that is as o- 0 od 
of another fimple prieft as of him. As for authority of 
keys, it is too loofc from guiltinefs of fin and eternal pain, 
due to the fame, according to Chrifts word, and not to 
his own private will: and as for pilgrimage, you would 
wonder what juggling there is to get money withal. 
I dwell within half a mile of the Fofs-way, and you 
would wonder to fee how thev come by flocks out of 
the Weft-country to many images, but chiefly to the 
blood of the Hailes. And they believe verily that it is 
the very blood that was in Chrift's body, fhed upon the 
mount of Cavalry for our falvation, and that the fiVht 
of it with their bodily eye doth certify them, and put- 
teth them out of doubt, but they be clean in life, and in 
a Hate of falvation without fpot of fin, which doth em- 
bolden them to do many things. For you would wonder 
if you fhould commune with them both comin«r and 
going, what faith they have. For as tor forgiving°their 
,n ™"' and reconciling their chriftian° brethren, 
they 
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they cannot away withal; for the fight of that blood 
doth quit them for a time. . 

I read in fcripture of two certifications ; one to the 
Romans: " We being juftified by faith have peace with 

^°If I fee the blood of Chrift with the eye of my foul, 
that is true faith, that his blood was fhed for me, 

& Another in the epiflle of St. John : We know that 
we are tranfiared from death to life, becaufe we love the 
brethren." But 1 read not that I have peace with God, 
or that I am tranflated from death to life, becaufe I fee 
with my bodily eye the blood of the Hailes. It is very 
probable, that all the blood rhat was in the body of 
Chrift, was united and knit to his Divinity, and then no 
part thereof (hall return to his corruption. And 1 mar- 
vel that Chrift {hall have two refurrections. And if it 
were that they did violently and injurioufly pluck it out 
of his body when they fcourged him and nailed him to 
the crofs, did fee it with their bodily eye, yet they were 
not in clean life. And we fee the felf-fame blood in 
form of wine, when we have confccrated, and may both 
fee it, feel it, and receive it to our damnation, as touch- 
ing bodily receiving. And many do fee it at Hailes 
without confeflion, as they fay. God knoweth all, and 
the devil in our time is not dead. 

Chrift hath left a doctrine behind him, wherein we 
be taught how to believe, and what to believe, he doth 
fufFer the devil to ufe his crattinefs, for our trial and pro- 
bation. It were little thank- worthy to believe well and 
rightly, if nothing fhould move us to falfe faith, and to 
believe fuperftitioufly. It was not in vain that Chrift, 
■when he had taught truly, by and by faid, Beware of 
falfe prophets, who would bring in error flily. But we 
be fecure and carelefs as though falfe prophets could not 
meddle with us, and as if the warning of Chrift were 
no more earncft and effectual, than is the warning of 
mothers when they trifle with their children, and bid 
them beware of the bugg, &c. 

Lo, fir, how I run at riot beyond meafure. When I 
began, I was minded to have written but half a dozen 
lines; but thus I forgot myfelf, whenever I write to a 
trufty friend, who will take in worth my folly, and keep 
it from mine enemv, &c. 

As for Dr. Wilfon, I know not what I fhould fay ,- 
but 1 pray God endue him with charity. Neither he 
nor any 'of his country-men did ever love me, fince 
I did inveigh againft their factions, and partiality in 
Cambridge. Before that, who was more favoured of 
hm than I? This is the bile that may not be touch- 
ed, &c. 

A certain friend fhewed me, that Dr. Wilfon is gone 
now into his country, about Beverly, in Holdernefs, 
and from thence he will go a journey through York- 
Ihire, Lancafhire, Chefhire, and from thence to 
Briftol. What he intendeth by this progrefs, God 
knoweth, and not I. If he come to Briftol, I fhall 
hear, &c. 

As for Hubberdin (no doubt) he is a man of no great 
learning, nor yet of ftable wit. He is here Servus 
Hominum ; for he will preach whatfoever the bifhops 
will bid him preach. Verily in my mind they are more 
to be blamed than he. He doth magnify the pope more 
than enough. As for our Saviour Chrift and chriftian 
kings, they are little beholden to him. No doubt he 
did mifs the cufhion in many things. However, they 
that did fend him, men think, will defend him j I pray 
God amend him and them both. They would fain make 
matter againft me, intending fo either to deliver him by 
me, or elfe to rid us both together, and fo they would 
think him well beftowed, &c. 

As touching Dr. Powel, how highly he took upon 
him in Briftol, and how little he regarded the fword, 
which reprefenteth the king's perfon, many can tell you. 
I think there is never an earl in this realm that knoweth 
his obedience by Chrift's commandment to his prince, 
and knoweth what the fword doth fignif'y, that would 
have taken upon him fo ftoutly. However Mr. Ma) or, 
as he is a profound wife man, did flout him prettily ; 
it were too long to write all. Our pilgrimages are not a 



little beholden to him, in favour of which he alledgcd 
this text: Whoever leaveth father, hbufe, wife &c. By 
that you may perceive his hot zeal and crooked judg- 
ment, &c. Becaufe I am fo belied, J could wifh that it 
would pleafe the king's grace to command me to preach 
before his highnefs a whole year together every Sunday, 
that he himfelf might perceive how they belie me, fay- 
ing, that I have neither learning nor utterance worthy 
thereunto, &c. I pray you pardon me, I cannot make 
an end. 

A brief DIGRESSION concerning the RAILING of 
Mr. HUBBERDiN againft Mr. LATlMER. 

FORASMUCH as mention hath been made in this 
letter of Mr. Hubberdiri, an old divine of Oxford, 
a right painted pharifee, and a -great ftrayer abroad in 
all quarters of the realm, to deface and impeach the 
purity of God's holy gofpel, fomething will be added 
more concerning that man, whofe doings and pageants, 
if they might be deferred at large, it were as good as 
any interlude for the reader to behold. Who in all his 
life, and in all his actions (in one word to defcribe him) 
feemerh nothing elfe but a right image or a counterfeit, 
fettingout unto us in lively colours the pattern of perfect 
hypocrify. But becaufe the man is now gone, to fpare 
therefore the dead, (although he little eleferved to be 
fpared, who never fpured to work what villainy he could 
againft the true fcrvanfs of the Lord,) this fhall be enough 
for example's fake, for all chriftian men neceffarily to 
obferve, how the faid Hubberdin, after his long railing 
in all places againft Luther, Melancthon, Zuinglius, 
John Frith, Tindal, Latimer, and all other like pro- 
feffors, after his hypocritical open alms given out of 
other men's purfes, his long prayers, devout fa 1 lings, 
his mean habit, and other his prodigious demeanor, rid- 
ing in his long gown down to the horfe heels like a 
pharifee, or rather like a floven dirted up to the horfe's 
belly, after his forged tales and fables, dialogues, 
dreams, dancings, hoppings and leaping, with other 
player-like toys and geftures ufed in the pulpit, and all 
againft heretics ; at Lift riding by a church fide, where 
the youth of the parifh were dancing in the church- 
yard, he fuddenly alighting from his horfe, by the oc- 
cafion of their dancing, came into the church, and 
there caufing the bell to toll in the people, thought in- 
ftead of a fit of mirth, to give them a fermon of danc- 
ing. In which fermon, after he had patched up cer- 
tain common texts out of the fcriprures, and then com- 
ing to the doctors, firft to Augufline, then to Ambrofe, 
fo to Jerome and Gregory, Chryfoftom, and other doc- 
tors, had made them every one (after his dialogue man- 
ner) by name to anfwer to his call, and to fing after his 
tune for the probation of the facrament of the altaragainft 
John Frith, Zuinglius, Oecolampadius, Luther, Tindal, 
Latimer, and other heretics (as he called them): at laft 
to fhew a perfedt harmony of all thefe doctors together, 
as he had made them before to fing after his tune, fo 
now to make them dance alfo after his pipe, firft he 
calleth out Chrift and his apoftles, then the doctors and 
ancient feniors of the church, as in a round ring all to 
dance together; with pipe up Hubberdin. Now dance 
Chrift, now dance Peter, Paul, now dance Augulline, 
Ambrofe, Jerome ; and thus old Hubberdin, as he was 
dancing with his doctors luftily in the pulpit againft the 
heretics, how he (tamped and took on I cannot tell, but 
crafh came the pulpit, down cometh the dancer, and 
there lay Hubberdin, not dancing, but fprawling in the 
midft of his audience; where although he brake not his 
neck, yet he brake fo his leg at the fame time, and 
bruifed i his old bones, that he never came in the pulpit 
more, . and died not long after the fame. Whereupon 
when the church-wardens were called, and charged for 
the pulpit not being ftronger, they made anfwer again, 
excufing themfclves that they had made their pulpit 
for preaching and not for dancing, &c. But to fpend 
no, more paper about this idle matter, now to our pur- 
porc again. 

Amongft many other accufers and adverfaries, where- 
of there was no fmall fort which did infeft this good man 
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in fermoris, fome alfo there were which attempted the 
pen againft him. In the number of whom was one Dr. 
Sherwood, who upon the fame occafion of preaching of 
the virgin Mary (or as they thought againft the virgin) 
did invade him with his pen, writing againft him in 
Latin, a long epiftle, which Mr. Latimer anfwered, ob- 
ferving, «' I have read your letter through carefully, but 
it is more worthy of the flames than of my perufal, it 
abounds fo much with flanders. What you have truly 
faid you fhall foon fee. It is now a great while ago 
fince feveral perfons, who heard the fermon preached at 
Marchfield, told me, you being prefent, fuffered the 
perfon openly, and with authority, to fay, that thofe 
were unworthy and miferable wretches who faluted the 
virgin mother of God with the angelic falutation, unlefs 
they could raife her up again that Ihe might bear 
Chrift." 

LETTER 

From Mr. LATIMER to Sir EDWARD 
BAYNTON, Knight. 

RIGHT worfhipful fir, I recommend myfelf unto 
you, with hearty thanks for your friendly, cha- 
ritable, and mindful remembrance of fo poor a wretch. 
Whereas of late I received your letters by Mr. Bonnam, 
and perceiving therein who are grieved with mc, and 
what behoveth me to do in cafe I mult needs come up, 
for which your goodnefs towards me, whereas I myfelf 
am not able to recompenfe, I ftiall not ceafe to pray to 
my Lord God, who is both able, and alfo doth indeed 
reward all them that favour the favourers of his truth 
for his fake ; for the truth is a common thing, pertain- 
ing to every man, for which every man ftiall anfwer 
another day. And I defire favour neither of your maf- 
terlhip, nor of any man elfe, but in the truth and for 
the truth, I take God to witnefs, which knoweth all. 

In very deed Mr. Chancellor did fticw me, that my 
lord bifhop of London had fent letters to him for me ; 
and I made anfwer that he was mine ordinary,' and that 
he might and fliould reform me as far as 1 needed re T 
formation, as well and as foon as my lord of Lon- 
don. And I would be very loth (now this deep win- 
ter) being fo weak and fo feeble, (not only exercifed 
with my old difeafe in my head and fide, but alfo with 
new, both the cholic and ftonc) to take fuch a journey ; 
and though he might fo do, yet he needed' not, for he 
was not bound fo to do. Notwithftanding I faid, if he, 
to do my lord of London pleafure, to my great difplea- 
fure, would needs command me to go, I would obey his 
command, yea, though it fhould be. ever fo great a 
grievance and painful to me. With which anfwer he 
was content, faying, he would certify my lord of Lon- 
don thereof, trufting his lordfhip would be content with 
the fame. 

Mr. Chancellor alfo faid, that my lord of London 
feemed greatly difpleafed with me, becaufe I contemned 
his authority at my laft being in London. Forfooth, I 
preached in Abbey-church, not certain then (as I re- 
member) whether in his diocefe or no, intending nothing 
Iefs than to contemn his authority ; and this I did at the 
requeft of honeft merchantmen, as they feemed to mc, 
whofe names I do not know, for they were not of my ac- 
quaintance before j and I am glad thereof for their fakes, 
left if I knew them, I fhould be compelled to utter 
them fo, and their good defire to hear godly preaching 
mould turn to their trouble: for they required me very 
eameftly, and to fay the truth, very importunately. Whe- 
ther they were of that parifti or no, I was not certain : 
but they fhew ; ed not only themfelves, but alfo many 
others, to be very defirous to hear me, pretending great 
hunger and thirft of the word of God, and fpiritual doc- 
trine. And upon confideration, and to avoid all incon- 
veniences, I put them off, and refufed them twice or 
thrice, till at laft they brought me word, that the par- 
fon and curate were not only content, but alfo deiired 
me: notwithftanding that they certified him both of my 
name plainly, and alfo that I had not the bifhop's feal 
to fliew for me, but only' -a licenfe of the univerfity : 
which curate did receive me, welcomed me, and when 1 



ftiould go into the pulpit, gave me the common bene., 
diction ; fo that I had been not only uncharitable, but 
alfo churliftily uncharitable, if I ftiould have faid nay. 
Now all this fuppofed to be truth, (as it is) I marvei 
greatly how my lord of London can alledge any con- 
tempt df him in me. 

Firft, He did never inhibit me in. my life ; and if | le 
did inhibit his curate to receive me, what pertaineth 
that to me, who did neither know thereof, nor yet made 
any fuit to the curate deceitfully ; nor did it appear to 
me very likely, that the curate would, fo little have re- 
garded my lord's inhibition, which he maintaineth fovi. 
gilantly, not knowing my lord's mind before. Therefore 
I conjectured with myfelf, that either the curate was of 
fuch acquaintance with my lord, that he might admit 
whom he would ; or elfe (and rather) that it was a train 
and a trap laid before me, to the intent that my lord 
himfelf, or fome pertaining to him, appointed to have 
been there, and to have taken me if they could in my 
fermon; which conjecture both occafioned me fomc- 
what to fufpect thofe men which defired me, though 
they fpake ever fo fair and friendly, and alfo rather to 
go. For I preach nothing, but if it might be fo, I would 
my lord himfelf might hear me every fermon I preach. 
So certain I am, that it is truth which 1 take in hand to 
preach. If I had with power in my friends (the curate 
gainfaying and withftanding me) prefumed to have gone 
into the pulpit, there had been, fomething wherefore to 
pretend a contempt. I preached in Kept alfo, at the 
earneft requeft of a curate.; yet . I do not hear that his 
ordinary layeth any contempt to my charge, or yet doth 
trouble the curate. ■ 

1 marvel not a little how my lord bifhop of London, 
having fo. large and populous a diocefe committed tp 
his charge, can have leifurefor, preaching and teaching 
the word of God, opportunely and preffingly, in feafon 
and out of fcafon, publicly and privately, to, his own 
flock, in perfuading, confuting, exhorting, and admo- 
nifning with all miidnefs and doctrine, have leifure (I 
lay.) either. to trouble me, or to trouble, himfelf with 
me, fo poor a wretch, a- ftranger to him, and nothing 
pertaining to his. cure, but as -every ,man pertaineth to 
every man's cure, fo intermixing and intermeddling 
himfelf with another man's cure, as though . he had no. 
thing to dann his own. If I would do -as 7 fome men fay 
my lord doth, gather up riches w arily and cov.etoufly, 
and yet neither preach for it in mine own cure,' nor elfe. 
where, perad venture he. would deny me nothing. In the 
very deed I did admonifli both judges^ and ordinaries, 
to ufe charitable equity in their judgments towards fuch 
as be accufed, namely of fuch accufcrs, who be as like 
to hear and betray, as others be .to fay amifs, and to take 
men's words in the meaning thereof, and not to wreft 
them in another fenfe than they were fyoken in: 
for all fuch accufcrs and witneues do evil before God, 
as St. Jerome faith, upon the 26th chapter of St. Mat- 
thew. Nor yet do 1 account thofe judges well advifed, 
who wittingly will give fentence after fuchwitnef- 
fes, much lefs thofe who procure fuch witneftes againft 
any man ; rio.r do I think judges now-a-days fp deeply 
confirmed in grace, or fo impeccable, but that it may 
become preachers to admonilh them to do well, as 
well as other men both great and fmall. And, this 1 did, 
occafioned; of; i the epiftle which 1 declared, Rom. vi. 
wherein is. this fentence : Ye are. not under the law but 
under grace: ye chriftian men that believe in; Chrift, are 
not under the law. What a faying is this, (fays I) if it 
be not rightly undcrftood, that is, as St. Paul did under- 
ftand it? for the words found as though he would go 
about toioccafion chriftian men to break the law, fee- 
ing they be not under the law : and what if pfeudo-apof- 
tles, adverfaries to St. Paul, would have fo taken them, 
and accufed St. Paul to my lord of London ? If niy 
faid lord would have heard St. Paul declare his own 
mind of his own words, then he fhould have efcaped, 
and the falfe apoftles put to. rebuke; if he would 
have rigoroufly followed whatsoever wasalledged and 
proved, and have given fentence afier rel.uion of theao 
cufers, then good St. Paul muft have borne a faggot at 
Paul's Crofs, my lord of London being his judge. 0,it 
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have been a godly fight to have feeii St. Paul with a 
faggot on his back, even at Paul's Crofs, my lord Of 
London, bilhop of the fame, fitting under die crofs. 
Nay, verily I dare fay, my lord would fooner have 
burned him, for St. Paul did not mean that chriftian 
m en might break the law, and do what foe ver they 
would, becaufe they were not under the law : but he 
did mean, that chriftian men might keep the law, and 
fulfil the law, if they would, becaufe they were not 
under the law, but under Chrift, by whom they were 
divided from the tyranny of the law, and above the law, 
that is to fay, able to fulfil the law, to the pleafure of 
him that made the law, which they could never do of 
their own ftrength, and without Chrift: fo that to be 
under the law, after St. Peter's meaning, is to be weak 
tolatisfy the law; and what could St. Paul do with all, 
though his adverfaries would fo take it ? But peradven- 
ture my lord, would fay, rhar men will not take the 
preacher's words otherwife than they mean therein. 
Well fa id 5 as though St. Paul's words were not other- 
wifetaken, as it appeareth i'i the third chapter of the 
Romans, where he faith, Our un righteoufnefs com- 
mendeth and maketh more excellent the righteoufnefs 
of God, Which founder n to many as though they 
fhould be evil, that good Ihould come of it, and by 
unrighteoufnefs to make the righteoufnefs of God 
more excellent. So that Sr. Paul was reported to 
mean : yi t he did mean nothing fo, but Ihewed the 
inenimable wifdom of God, who can ufe our naugh- 
tinefs to the manifeftation of his unfpeakable good- 
nefs; not that we Ihould do naughtily to that end and 
purpofe. 

Now I think it were no reproach to my lord, but 
very commendable, rather to joy with St. Paul, and 
be glad that Chrift be preached, in whatever manner, 
yea, though it were for.envy, that is to fay, in difdain, 
defpight, and contempt of his lordfhip, (which thing 
no man well advifed will attempt) than when the 
preaching cannot be reproved jullly, to demand of 
the preacher aufterely, as the pharifees did of Chrift, 
By what authority do you thefe things, and who gave 
you this authority? As my authority is good enough, 
and as good as any my lord can give me, yet I would 
be glad to have his alfo, if it would pleafe his lord- 
lhip to be fo good unto me. As for my preaching 
itlelf, I truft in God, my lord of London cannot 
jufily blame, nor reprove it; if it be taken with 
the circumftance thereof, and as 1 fpake it, or elfe it 
is not my preaching, but his that falTely reporteth 
it, as the poet Martial faid, to one that depraved his 
book, 

To me ('tis true) you fay thofe lines belong, 

But they're your own, whilft you repeat them wrong. 

I have thought in times paft, that the pope could 
have fpoiled purgatory at his pleafure with a word of 
his mouth; now learning might perfaade me other- 
wife, or elfe 1 would marvel why he Ihould fuffer fo 
much money to be beftowed that way, which is fo 
needful to be beftowed otherwife, and to deprive us 
of fo many patrons in heaven as he might deliver out 
of purgatory, &c. I have thought in times paft, 
that if I had been a friar, and in a cowl, 1 could 
not have been damned, nor afraid of death, and by 
occafion of the fame I have been minded many times 
to have been a friar, namely, when I was fore fick, and 
difeafed: now I abhor my fuperftitious fooliftinefs, 
&c. I have thought in times paft, that divers images 
of faints could have helped me, and done me much 
good, and delivered me of my difeafes :- now I know 
that one can help as well as another. And it grieves 
my heart that my lord, and fuch as my lord is, can 
fuffer the people to be fo craftily deceived. It were 
too long to tell you what blindnefs I have been in, 
and how long it was ere I could forfake fuch folly^ 
it was fo incorporated in me : but by continual prayer, 
continual ftudy of fcripture, and oft communing with 
men of more right judgment, God hath delivered 
mc, &c. Yea, men think my lord himfelf hath 



thought in times paft, that by God's law a man might 
marry his brother's wife, which now both dare think 
and fay the contrary; and yet this his boldnefs might 
have chanced, in pope Julius's dajs, to Hand him 
either in a "fire, orelfe iii a faj..gor. Which tiling deeply 
confidered and pondered by my lord, might fome- 
thifig ftir him to charitable equity, ami to be 
fomething remifs towards tnciij which labour to do 
good as their power ferveih with knowledge, and 
do hurt to no man with their ignorance: tor there 
is no greater diftauce than between God's law, and 
not God's law. 

LETTER 

FrotA Sir EDWARD BAYNTON, Knight, in An/wet 
to Bishop LATIMER. 

MASTER LATIMER, after hearty recommenda- 
' tions, I have communicated the effect -of your 
leters to divers of my friends, fuch as for chriftian 
chanty (as they fay) rather defire in you a refor- 
mation, either in your opinion (if it fwerve from the 
truth), or at haft in your manner of behaviour, in- 
afrhuch as it giveth occafion of fiander and trouble, 
to the hindrance of your good purpofes, than any 
other inconvenience to your perfon or good name! 
And forafmuch as your faid letter mifliketh them iri 
fome part, and that I have fuch confidence in youf 
chriftian breaft, as in my judgment you will conform- 
ably and gladly both hear what may be reformed in 
you, and alfo (-as it is worthy) fo acknowledge and 
confefs the fame: I have therefore defiled them to 
take the pains to note their mind in this letter w hich 
I fend to you, as the fum of their fayings, and fent 
from me your allured friend and favourer, in that 
that is the very truth of God's word : wherein never- 
thelefs, as I truft you will temper your own judg- 
ment, and in fobernefs affirm no truth of yourfclf, 
'hich Ihould divide the unity of the congregation 
in Chrift, and the received truth agreed upon by holy 
fathers of the church, confonant to the fcripiuie of 
God, even fo wbatibever you will do therein, (as I 
hmk you will not do otherwife than you Ihould do) I 
being unlearned, and not of the knowledge to give 
fentence in this altercation and contention, muft ra- 
ther of good congruence fhew myfelf in that you 
difagree with them, readier to follow their doctrine 
truth than your'?, unlefs it may pleafe Al- 
ighty God to infpire and confirm the hearts 
of fuch people to teftify the fame in fome honeft 
number, as ought to induce me to give credence unto 

Only God knoweth the certain truth, which is com- 
municated to us, as our capacity may underftand it 
by faith, but that is through a glafs darkly. And 
there have been thofe who have had a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge. Among whom I 
repute not you, but to this purpofe I write ic, that 
to call this or that truth, it requireth a deep and pro- 
found knowledge, confidering that to me unlearned, 
what I take for truth may be otherwife, not having a 
fenfe exercifed enough, as St. Paul faith, to difcern 
good and evil: and it is Ihewed me, that an 
opinion or manner of teaching, which caufeth dif- 
fention in a chriftian congregation, is not of God, 
by the dodtrine of St. John in his epiftle, where he 
faith, AH who confefs that Chrift is come in the 
flefh, &c. are of God. And like as the word of 
God hath always caufed difiention among men un- 
chriflened, whereupon hath enfued and followed mar- 
tyrdom to the preacher ; fo in Ghrift's congregation, 
among them that profefs Ch rift's name in one Lord, 
one baptifm, and one faith, they that preach and 
..ftir rather contention than charity, though they can 
defend their faying, yet their teaching is not to be 
taken as of God, in that it breaketh the chain of 
chriftian charity, and makeih diyifion in the people, 
congregate and called by God into an unity of faith 
and baptifm. But for this point I would pray to 
4 L God, 
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God, that not only in the truth frtay be agreement, but 
alfo fuch fobcrnefs and uniform behaviour ufed in 
teaching and preaching, as men may wholly exprefs 
(as they may) the charity of God, tending only to the 
union and love of us all, to the profit and falvation 
of our fouls. 

EDWARD BAYNTON. 

LETTER 

From Bishop LATIMER, in Anfwer to Sir 
EDWARD BAYNTON. 

RIGHT worfhipful fir, and my lingular good maf- 
ter, &c. Whereas you have communicated my 
latt letters to fome of your friends, which rather de- 
fire this or that in me, &c. what I think therein I 
will not now fay ; not that there could be any peril 
or danger in the faid letters (well taken) as fan as I 
can judge, but for that they were rafhly and unad- 
vifcdly icribbled, as you might well know both by 
my excufe, and by themfelves alfo, though no excufe 
had been made. 

But as to my prefumption and arrogancy j either I 
am certain or uncertain that it is truth that I preach. 
If it be truth, why may 1 not fay fo, to encourage my 
hearers to receive the fame more ardently, and purfue 
it more ftudioufly ? if it be uncertain, why dare I be 
fo bold as to preach it? And if your friends, in 
whom you truft fo greatly, be preachers themfelves, 
after their fermon, I pray you afk them whether they 
be certain and fure that they have taught you the 
truth or no, and fend me word what they fay, that I 
may learn to fpeak after them. If they fay they be 
fure, you know what followeth j if they fay they be 
unfure, when lhall you be fure, that have fo doubt- 
ful and unfure teachers? And you yourfelf, whether 
are you certain or uncertain that Chrift is your Savi- 
our, and fo forth of other articles that you are bound 
to believe? Or whether are you fure or unfure, that 
civil ordinances are die good works of God, and that 
you do Godfervice in doing of them, if you do them 
for a good intent ? If you are uncertain, take heed* he 
is your fure friend that heareth you fay fo, and then 
with what confeience do you doubt, feeing, What- 
focver is not of faith is fin ? But contrary fay you, 
God alone knowcth certain truth, and you have it 
but through a glafs darkly ; and there are fome who 
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge: 
and to call this or that truth, it requireth a deep 
knowledge, confidering that to you unlearned, what you 
take for truth may be otherwife, not having a fenfe 
exercifed to difcern good and evil, as you reafon 
againft me, and fo you do beft to know furely no- 
thing for truth at all, but to wander meekly here 
and there, with every wind of doctrine, &c. Our 
knowledge here, you fay, is but through a glafs 
darkly : what then ? Therefore, it is not certain and 
fure. 

I deny your argument by your leave; yea, if it be 
by faith, as you fay, it is more fure, becaufe the cer- 
tainty of faith is the fureft certainty, as Duns and 
other fchool-dpctors fay : that there is a great difa- 
greement between certain knowledgeand clear know- 
ledge, for that may be of things abfent that appear 
nor, this requireth the prefence of the object, I mean 
of the thing known ; fo that I certainly and furely 
know the thing which I perfectly believe, though I 
I do not clearly and evidently know it. I know your 
fchool fubtleties as well as you, which difpute as 
though enigmatical knowledge, that is to fay, dark 
and obfeure knowledge, might not be certain and 
fure knowledge, becaufe it is not clear, manifelt, and 
evident knowledge; and yet there have been (fay 
they) which have had a zeal, but not after know- 
ledge. True it is there have been fuch, and yet are 
too many to the great hindrance of Chrift's glory, 
which nothing doth more obfeure, than a hot zeal 



accompanied with great authority without right judg- 

And fuch rhariner of arguments might well ferve 
the devil againft cowards, to occafion them to wan- 
der and waver in the faith, and to be uncertain in 
things in which they ought to be certain : or elfe it 
may appear to make and ferve againft fuch preachers 
as will define great fubtleties and high matters in 
"the pulpit, which no man can be certain and fure of 
by God's word to be truth, unlefs a man had a fuper- 
lative fenfe to difcern good and evil ; as whether, if 
Adam had not finned, we fhould have had ftock-filh 
out of Iceland ; how many larks for a penny if every 
ftar in the element were a flickering hobby : how many 
years a man (hall lie in purgatory for one lin, if he 
buy not plenty of the oil that runneth over our lamps 
to flake the fin with, and fo forget hell which cannot 
be flaked, to provide for purgatory. 

Such argumentation (I fay) might appear to make 
well againft fuch preachers, not againft me, which Am- 
ply and plainly utter true faith and the fruits of the 
fame, which be the good works of God, which he 
hath prepared for us to walk in, every man to do the 
thing that pertaineth to his office and duty in his 
degree and calling, as the word appointeth ; which 
thing a man may do with fobernefs, having a fenfe 
but indifferently exercifed to difcern good and evil. 
For it is but foolifti humility, willingly to continue 
always an infant in Chrift and in infirmity. In 
reproof of which it was faid, Ye have need of milk 
and not of ftrong meat. For St. Paul faith not, 
Be ye humble, that ye be not deceived. For 
though he would not that we fhould think arro- 
gantly of ourfelves, and above what it becometh us 
to think of ourfelves, but fo to think of ourfelves 
that we may be fobcr and modeft ; yet he biddeth us 
fo to think of ourfelves, as God hath diftributed to 
every one the meafure of faith. For he that may not 
with meeknefs think in himfelf. what God hath done 
for him, and of himself as God hath done for him, 
how lhall he, or when lhall he give due thanks to 
God for his gifts ? And if your friends will not allow 
the fame, I pray you enquire of them whether they 
may with fobriety and modefty follow St. Paul's ad- 
vice, where he faith unto us all, Be not children in 
underftanding, but in malicioufncfs be ye infants. 
God give us all grace to keep the mean, and to 
think of ourfelves neither too high nor too low, but 
fo that we may reftore unto him who hath fent 
abroad his gifts again, with good ufc of the fame, fo 
that we do our part with the fame, to the glory of 
God, Amen. 

For rriy life, I truft in God that I neither (by God's 
grace) lhall, neither in fobernefs, nor yet in drunken- 
nefs, affirm any truth of myfelf, therewith intending to 
divide that unity of the congregation of Chrift, and the 
received truth ag .ed upon by the holy fathers of the 
church, confonant to the fcripture of God, though it be 
fhewed you ever fo often, that an opinion or manner of 
teaching, which caufeth diffention in a chriftian con- 
gregation is not of God, by the doctrine of St. John 
in his epiftle, where he faith, Every one that confefleth 
Chrift in the flefh, is of God. Firft, Not every thing 
whereupon followeth diffention, caufeth difFention,asI 
would that they fhewed you, that would alfo fhev 
you, whether this opinion, that a man may not marry 
his brother's wife, be of God or of. men; if it be of 
men, then as Gamaliel faid, difiblvc it; if it be 
of God, as I think it is, and perchance your friends 
alfo, who can ditfolvc it, but lhall feem to repugn 
againfi God. 

TheGalatians having for preachers and teachers the 
falfe apoflles, by whofe teaching they were degenerate 
from the fweet liberty of thegofpcl intothe fburbondof 
ceremonies, thought themfelves, peradventure, a chrif- 
tian congregation, when St. Paul did write 'his epif- 
tle unto them, and were in a quiet trade under the do- 
minion of mafterly curates, fo that the falfe apoflles 
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n1 i<rht have objected to St. Paul, that his apoftlefhip was 
no? of God, forafmuch as there was a diffention in a 
chriftian congregation by occafion thereof, whilft fome 
would renew their opinions by the occafion. of the epiftle, 
fome would judge, as they were wont to do, and follow 
their great lords and matters the falfe apoftles, w hich 
were not heathen and unchriftened, but chriftened and 
high prelates of the profefibrs of Chrift. For your 
friends, I know right well what Erafmus. hath faid in 
an epiftle fet before the pharifees of the firft epiftle to 
the Corinthians, which Erafmus hath caufed no fmali 
diffention with his pen in a chriftian congregation, in- 
afmuch as many have difTented from him, not only in 
cloifters (men more than chriftened men) of high per- 
fection, but alfo at Paul's Crofs, and St. Mary Spittie, 
befides many that with no fmall zeal have written againlt 
him, but not without anfwer. 

And I would fain learn of your friends, whether St ; 
Jerome's writings were of God, » hich caufed diflent/011 
in a chriftian congregation, as it appeareth by his own 
words in the prologue before the canonical epiftles, 
which be thefc: And whilft that you, Euftochium, vir- 
gin of Chrift, inquire fo earneftly of me the truth of the 
fcripture, you feem in fome meafure to put off my old 
age, corroded with teeth and bites of the envious, who 
ftyle me a falfiter and corrupter of fcriptures j but I am 
nor affrighted at their envy in fuch a work, nor will 
deny the truth of the fcriptures to thofe that require it. 
I pray you, what were they that called^St. Jerome a fal- 
fiter and corrupter of fcripture, and for envy would have 
hitten him with their teeth; unchriftian or chriftian ? 
What had the unchriftian- to do uith the chriftian doc- 
trine? They were worlhipful fathers of a chriftian con- 
gregation, men of much hotter ftomachs than right judg- 
ments, of a greater authority than good charity. But St. 
Jerome would not ceafe to do good for the evil fpeaking 
of them that were naught, giving in that an example to 
us of the fame: and if this diffention were in St. Je- 
rome's time, what may be in our time? From ill to 
vorfe. 

And 1 pray you what mean your friends by a chriftian 
congregation? All thofe (think you) that have been 
baptized? But many of thofe be in a worfe condition, 
and (hall have greater dan nation than many unbaptized. 
For it is not enough to a chriftian congregation that it 
is of God, to have been baptized: but it is to be con- 
fidered what we promife when we are baptized, to re- 
nounce Satan, his works, his pomps. Which things if 
we bufy not ourfelves to do, let us not boaft that we 
profefs Chrifl's name in a chriftian congregation. 

And where they add, in one Lord; 1 read in Mat. 
xvii. Not every one that faith, Lord, Lord, &c. And in 
Luke, the Lord himfelf complaineth and rebuketh fuch 
profefibrs and confeffors, faying to them, Why call ye 
me Lord, and do not that I bid you ? But I would your 
friends would take the pains to read over Chryfoftom 
upon Matt. Horn. xlix. cap. xxiv. to learn to know a 
chriftian congregation, if it will pleafe them to learn of 
him. And where they add, in one faith, St. James 
faith boldly, Shew me thy faith by thy works. And 
St. Jerome, if we believe, we fhew the truth in working. 
And the fcripture faith, He that bclieveth God, attend- 
ed to his commandments. And the devils do believe 
to their little comfort. I pray God to fave you and 
your friend, from that believing congregation, and from 
that faithful company. 

I do marvel why our chriftian congregations be fo 
greatly grieved that lay-people would read the fcripture, 
{eeing that St. Jerome alloweth and approveth of the 
lame, which comparcth not here the unchriftened to 
the chriftened, but the lay-people chriftened to their 
curates chriftened, under which they have been rocked 
and locked afleep in a fubtle trade a great while full 
foundly, though now of late they have been awaked, 
but to their pain, at leaft to the pain of thofe that 
awakened them with the word of God ; and it is proper- 
ly faid of St. Jerome to call thcmfelves matters and not 
fervants, meaning that fervants teach not their own doc- 
trine, but the dodtrine of their mafter Chrift, to his 
28. 



glory; Matters teach not Chrift's doctrine; but their own, 
to their own glory ; which mallerly curates cannot be 
quier, till they have brought the people afleep again 5 . 
but Chrift the very true matter faith, Watch and uray. 
left ye enter into temptation. * 

And where your friends think that I made a lie, when 
I faid, that I have thought in times pad that the pope 
had been lord of the world, though your friends are 
much better learned than 1, yet I am lure that they 
know not what either I think or have thought better 
than I, according to that, No man knowcrh "he things 
of' a man &c. as though better men than I have not 
thought fo, as Bonifacius Oitavus (as I remember) the 
great learned man John of the Burnt Tower, Prelbyter 
Cardinalk in his book where he proveth the pope to be' 
above the council general and fpecial; and where he 
faith that the po, e is king oi kings, and lord of lords 
and that he is the true lord of the whole world by good 
right, although in fact he is not fo : and that Conttantine 
did but reftore his own unto him when he gave unto him 
Rome; fo that; as St. John faith Chrift did, He came 
unto his oa n, and his own received him not ; and yet I 
hear not that any 01 our chriftian congregations have 
declaimed againft him, until now of late diffention be- 
gan; Who be your friends I cannot tell ; but 1 wifh 
you would defire them to be my good matters, and if 
they will do me no good, at leaft do me no harm,- and 
though they can do you more good than J, yet J am 
fure I would be as loth to hurt you as they, either 
with mine own opinions, manner of preaching, or 
writing. *" 

And as for the pope's high dominion over all, there 
is one Raphael Cviaruphus in London, an Italian, and 
in paft time, a merchant of difpenfations, which I fup- 
pofc would die in the quarrel, as God's true knight and 
true martyr. As touching purgaron , and worfhipping 
o; faints, I fhewed to you my mind before my ordinary : 
and yet I marvelled fomething, that afer private com, 
munication had with him, you would (as it uere) adjure 
me to open my mind before him, not giving ir e warn- 
ing before, faying I cannot interpret your evil doings 
towards me ; and yet neither my ordinary nor you dif- 
allowed che thing that I faid, and I looked not to efcape 
better than Dr. Crome: but when I have opened my 
mind ever fo much, yet I fhall be reporced to deny my 
preaching, by them that have belied it, as he was : J, 
fhall have need of great patience to bear the falfe report 
of the malignant church. 

Sir, 1 had juft made an end of this fcribbling, and 
was beginning to tranferibe it more correctly, but there 
came a man of my lord of Farley's, with a citation to 
appear before my lord of London in halte, to be pu- 
nifhed for fuch exceffes as I committed at my laft being 
there, fo that I could not perform my purpofe ; 1 doubt 
whether you can read it as it is. If you can, well be 
it ; if not, I pray you fend it me again, and that fo do, 
whether you can read it or not. 



ENGLISH WORK, inferibed, An EXPOSITION 
upon the jtb Chapter of the Firft EPISTLE to the 
CORINTHIANS. J 

WHOSOEVER in himfelf doth not feel thisgodly 
thing, this gift of chaftity, but doth feel incon- 
tinency, to him, I fay, a commandment is given that 
he may be married. 

Hereof doth follow, that no perfon may make a vow, 
or promife to live chaftc or fingle, and that none are 
bound to keep any fuch vows, but rather to break them: 
and he that fhall obferve them, it is damnable, and by 
the law of God already condemned. 

The touching of women, fome perfons have com- 
paffed too ftraightly, fo that they dare not touch a 
woman's hand or fkin j moreover they imagined many, 
both ftatutes and ceremonies, to keep them from com- 
pany of women, as they thought that built abbies, but 
how fortunately that hath come to- pafs, what place 
4 M thereby 
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thereby hath' been given to Satan, it were horrible to be 
fpoken of. 

He that is comnelled outwardly to dbftain from wo- 
men/ and is inwardly full of luft, is a diffembler, and 
it is double letchery. 

Mark what* foul-flayers they be that provoke foofifh 
youth to a vow of chaftity, compelling them to nourifh 
inwardly hidden malice. 

All other evils may be fuffered with a mean con- 
fcience. 

This cannot fo be endured, this can be helped by no 
medicine but by marriage. 

It is good for a man not to touch a woman; this word 
good is not underftood of merit and deferving before 
God, as though an unmarried man were better before 
him, than the married, like as St. Jerome hath ex- 
pounded this text ; for it concerncth only faith, and no 
deed or work, but it is fpoken of temporal quietnefs of 
this life, fo that the virgin and maid hath much more 
joy and tranquillity. 

Chaftity is a good thing, if luft and incontinency 
make it not fo common a thing as we have hitherto ufed 
to do, and yet do, but all amifs; but the apoftle willeth, 
that all men univerfally be conjugal: but all thebifliops 
fince his time have deftroyed this godly ordinance, when 
they babble and rail in pulpits, changing this word every 
into certain. 

Men ought to ftint of their ftatutes-making, for a 
better ftatute can none be than this, that men without 
any refpecl of time ufe their wife, not to exempt certain 
days as they have which they call vigils, and women 
conceived. 

Fafting is a meafurable ufage of meats and drinks; 
prayer is a crying, fighing, defiring, and mourning. 

No man ought to enforce and compel men to falling 
and prayer, as they hitherto by laws have done. 

Before God, all things are alike and equal. 

Abominably they do fin who make nuns fwell in 
pride, when they babble, that their religion is more pre- 
cious than matrimony, and then feign that they fhall 
have a crown or garland of gold, fo making them arro- 
gant, wicked, unfaithful j chaftity is a gift of God, and 
therefore can no man neither promife, nor vow, nor 

feels of all them that are called religious, and of 
all manner of fhavelings, are falfcly called the fpiritual 
orders : for matrimony like as in very deed, fo ir ought 
to be called the fpiritual ftate before other orders world- 
ly and fecular; matrimony is of all other the higheft 
religion, and moft fpiritual eftate. 

By teftimony of fcripturcs, all the apoftles and all the 
bilhops'' fucceflbrs were married. 

-St. Paul faith, That he ought to be chofen to be a 
bifhop, that is the hufband of one wife. 

Seeing you chufe not married men to be biftiops, 
either Chritt muft be a fool and unrighteous, who did 
not fo chufe, or you Antichrifts and deceivers. 

You put away univerfal marriage from priefts 
trary unto God, to nature, to reaf'on, to right, only of 
prefumption, without any manner of caufe.. 

There is no fin nor mifchief in all the world fo great, 
that can hinder a man from prieft-hood, but godly 
matrimony. 

What other thing is it to fay, that a pneft fliould not 
marry, than to fay, that a man fliould not be a man ? 

This I dare be bold to fay, that where one is chafte, 
there ought to be more than an hundred thoufand 
live married. 

To keep a young man in a cloiftcr to live chafte, 
is as much as to offer a child to Moloch there 

All which great errors and peftilent herefies being 
contagious and damnable, with all the books containing 
the fame, with the tranflation of fcripture corrupted by 
William Tindal, as well in the Old Teltament as in the 
New, and all other books in Englifti containing fuch 
errors were in the reign of king Henry VIII, 1531, by 
the advice and affentofthe prelates and clerks, as well of 



the univerfities, as of all other affcmbled together, de- 
termined utterly to be repelled, "rejected, and put away 
out of the hands of his people, and not to be fuffered 
to go abroad among his fubjecls : and his higlinefs fur- 
ther willed that his pleafure and determination fliould 
be notified by preachers abroad unto the people, as well 
for putting away of all fuch books, as reading, retaining, 
or having hereafter of any other like, delivering unto 
certain preachers the form of a writing to be publifhcd 
in effect unto the people in their fermons, whereof the. 
forrii here follovveth, willing them in all his realm to 
publifh the fame. 



IT is the office and duty of every preacher and teacher 
of the word of God, not only to fliew and declare 
unto his audience that which might be profitable and 
wholefome for the wealth of their fouls, to be followed 
and taken, but alfo to note and fignify unto them fuch 
things as may be dangerous and contagious, to the intent 
they might be avoided and efchewed, and alfo as near 
as they can judge who be teachers and authors of the 
fame; this example we have of our Saviour Chrilt 
where he faith, Beware of falfe prophets, &c. St. Paul 
likewife many times giveth warning to fuch as he wrote 
unto, that they fliould beware of the falfe apoftles, that 
in his abfence went about to corrupt the dodtrine that 
he had taught them being prefent. Wherefore confider- 
ing that it hathpleafed the king's highnefs, like a noble 
and a virtuous prince, tendering not only the prefent 
bodily wealth and tranquillity of all his fubjects, for his 
and their worldly benefit and advantage, but moft chiefly 
regarding the wealth of their fouls and their due order 
towards God, thereby to deferve and attain immortal 
glory, to affcmbleand call together the chief perfonagej 
of his prelates, and a great number of learned men of 
both univerfities, charging and commanding them for 
the difcharge and exoneration of his confidence, to find, 
read, examine and difcufs, the contents of fuch books 
as are now fpread abroad within this his grace's realm 
in the Englilh tongue, concerning the points and articles 
of our faith, and after their learning and confeience to 
make relation unto his highnefs, whether the fame books 
be expedient and profitable for his people, to the direc- 
tion and ordering of their confeience and foul, or elfe con- 
tagious and peftiferous for the fame : and whether the 
opinions contained in them, were agreeable to God's 
word and dodtrine or no, forafmuch as the faid congre- 
gation and affembly had free liberty and licence granted 
unto every man to fay as his confeience and learning 
ferved him, without any reproof or blame to be imputed, 
or arretted for any thing to be fpoken there, whofe pcr- 
fon foever it touched, or any neceffity to agree to the 
greater part, but only to fay that his own learning and 
confeience could maintain and juftify ; after mature 
deliberation and confutation had, it was there, by a 
whole confent, no man repugning or gain-faying, deter- 
mined and agreed that the books now being abroad in 
the Englifli tongue contain falfe traditions and corrupt 
dodtrine, far different from the true fenfe of the gofpel 
and catholic underftanding of the fcripture, only p;r- 
fuading pernicious herefies to the deftiudtion of the fouls 
of good chriftian men, and that tlie certainty hereof, I 
can report unto you of mine own knowledge, being one 
of the faid affembly, and hearing and feeing the faid opi- 
nions read, declared and examined, and by the true fenfe 
and meaning of God's learning reproved and rejected: \ 
think therefore my duty is, taking upon me the office ot 
preacher, following the example'of our mailer Chrift 
and St. Paul, as is aforcfaid, to warn and admoniih you 
by the words of Chrift, as I fpake before ; Beware of 
falfe prophets, &c. and take heed yourfcli' that you be 
not infecled by the contagion and infection of fi'ch 
falfe apoftles, as have in our Englifli tongue fet forth 
books to feduce you from the true knowledge of God's 
laws, and bring you by their ftlfe interpretations of 
fcripture into deteftable and abominable herefies, to the 
definition 



q^Mary. D. A. 1555.] A PROHIBITION of ENGLISH BOOKS. 



337 



diftiucrion of our fouls: wherefore you that have the , 
books called. The obedience of a ihnftian man ; The 
fum of fcripture; The revelation of Antichrift; The , 
fupplication of beggars } The mammon of unrigbtcouf- \ 
ptfsi The matrimony of Tindal; The New Teftarhent 
in Englifh, of the tranilation which is now printed,and ; 
fuch other books in Englifh, the authors whereof either j 
dare not, or do not put to their names, be pernicious j 
books : dereft them, abhor them, keep them not in your ' 
hands, deliver them to thefuperiors fuch as call for them: : 
and if by reading them heretofore, any thing rejnaineth • 
in your brcafts of that teaching, either forget it, or by 
information of the truth expel and purge it, to the 
intent that you being fo purified and cleanfed of that 
contagious doclrine and ipeftiif'eroustfaditions, maybe , 
fit and apt to receive and retain the true doctrine and ; 
nnderftanding pf Chrift's laws, to the comfort and edi- 
fication of your fbujs j thus Ij move and exhort yoa in 
God to do, this is your duty to do. 

Theprelatesofthe.ehurch having the cure and charge 
of your fouls ought to compel you, and your prince to , 
punilh and correct your not doing of the fame, 1 , unto i 
whom, as St. PauJ fakhv {hfcfwpid is given by God's 
ordinance for that purpofe: youftiall alfo farther under- 
stand that the king's highnefs, fornfmuch as it was re- 
ported unto him that there is engendered in divers of his 
fubje<fts, an opinion, that it is his grace's duty to caufe 
the fcripture of God to be tranllatcd into the Engliih 
tongue to be communicated unto the people, and that 
theprelates and aifohis highncfs.do wrong in hindering 
of the fame, his highnefs willed therefore every man 
there prefent in thefaid afleiti.bly, freely and frankly to 
fhew and open unto him wfiat might be proved, and con- 
ferred by fcripture, and holy doctors in that behalf, to 
theintentthat hishighnefs.(ashethereopenly prorefted) 
might conform hinjfelf thereunto, minding to do his 
duty towards his people, as he would they Should do 
their duties towards him: in which matter, after the 
fcripturedeclared, holydodtorsandauthorsalledged and 
read, and all things faid, which might beon both fides, 
and for both parts fpoken, deduced, and brought forth, 
finally it appeared, that the having of the whole fcrip- 
ture in Englifh, is not neceilary to christian men ; but 
that without having any fuch fcripture, endeavouring 
themfelves to do well, and to apply their minds to take 
and follow fuch lefibns as the preacher tcacheth them, 
and fo learned by his mouth, mayas well edify fpiritually 
in their fouls, as if they had the fame fcriptures in Eng- 
lifh. And like as the having the fcriptures in the vul- 
gar tongue, and in the common people's hands, hath 
been by both holy fathers of the church heretofore in 
Some times thought meet and convenient, fo at another 
time it hath been thought to holly fathers not expedient 
to be communicated amongft them j wherein forafinuch 
as the king's highnefs, by the advice and deliberation 
of his council, and the agreement of the great learned 
men, thinkcth in his conscience, that the divulgingof 
the fcripture at this time in the Englifh tongue, to be 
committed to the people, considering fuch peftilent 
books, and fuchevil opinions, as be now fpread anaongft 
them, fliould rather be to their further confuiion aud 
deftruftion, than the edification of their fouls, and that 
as holy doctors teftify, upon fuch-like confiderations, 
thefamehath been done in times pair, it was thought 
therein thatafiembly to all and -Singular in chat con- 
gregation, that the king's highnefs and prelatei, in 
fo doing and notfuffering the fcripture to be divulged 
and communicated in the Englifh tongue unto the peo- 
ple, at this time doth well. And alfo 1 think and judge 
the fame, exhorting and moving you, that in considera- 
tion his highnefs did there openly fay and proteft that 
he would caufe the New Tcftament to be, by learned 
»nen, faithfully and purely tranllatcd into the Englifh 
tongue, to the intent that he might have it in his hands 
ready to be given to his people, as he might fee their 
nianners and behaviour meet, apt, and convenicnt to re- 
ceive the fame, that you will fo deleft thofe pernicious 
books, fo abhor thefe hcrefies and new opinions, fo de- 
cline from arrogaucy of knowledge and understanding 
of fcripture after your fancies, and fhew yourfclf in cun- 



ning and reafoning, fb fober, quiet, meek, and tempe- 
rate, as all fear of mifufing the gift of fcripture taken 
away, you may appear fuch in your prince's eyes, and 
eyes oi your prelates, 9s they fhall have no juft caufe to 
fear any fuch danger; perfuading unto yourfelf in the 
mean time, without grudging or murmuring, the very 
truth, which is this, that we cannot require or demand 
Scripture to bedivulged inthi. Englifh tongue.otherwifc 
than upon the difcretion of our Superiors, fo as whenfo- 
evei- th«y think in rheir confeience it may do you good, 
they may and do well to give itunto you: and whenfo- 
e«er it, Shall be feen otherwife unto them, they doamifs 
in fuffering you to have it. Of and upon which decree, 
order, and determination above recited, his gracious 
highnefs being in perfon in the chapel, caiicd the old 
chapel, which Sometime was called Sr. Edward's cham- 
ber, fatpnrheealt fide of the parliament chamber, with- 
in his grace's palace at Weftminlter, upon the 24th day 
of May ih the year of our Lord God 1530, and in the 
two and twentieth year of has reign, called before hit 
grace the three notaries hereunder written, and then and 
there in the prefence of all the perfonages there affenv- 
bled and -gathered together, willed and required the 
find three notaries to make public and authentic instru- 
ments, and us to fet thereunto our leal accordingly in 
and for witnefs, and perpetual memory and monument 
of this his grace's defire, order, and determination, and 
of all and lingular the premifes, and all the perfonages 
then and there being prefent, to teftify the fame, and 
bear record and teltimony thereupon : in witnefs of all 
and lingular the premifes, We William, archbifliop, 
primate and legate, aforcfaid, have commanded and 
obtained thefe prefent letters testimonial, or prefent 
public or authentic inflrument, containing therein the 
order, deiree, and determination abovcfaid,to be made 
and tobefubferibed, and configned by the hands of the 
notaries hereafter named, and to oefealcd with our own 
feal. All which premifes have been done in manner 
and form above fpecified, then and there being prefent 
the noble perfonage of Thomas Moor, knight, great 
chancellor of England ; our reverend brother in ChriSt, 
Cuthbert, by the permission of God, bilhop of Durham ; 
and worfhipful perfonages, Mr. Stephen Gardiner, fe- 
cretary ; Mr. Riohard Samfon, dean of the chapel, 
do&or of law; Mr. Richard Wolman, matter of the 
rcquefts; Mr. John Hill, counfellor, doctors of holy 
decrees; Mr. Nicholas Wilfon, the king's counfellor, 
Mr. Richard Duck, archdeacon of Wiklhire, doctors 
of divinity; Mr. John Oliver, Mr. Edmund -reward, 
doctors of the law, chaplains to our fovercign lord the 
king's grace; Mr. Richard Mawdky, Mr. William 
Mortimer, Mr. Edward Crome, Mr. Edward Wiggin, 
doctors alfo of divinity ; Mr. Robert Carter, Mr. lid- 
ward Leighton, Mr. Hugh Latimer, and Roger Tilfon, 
matters of arts in both the univerfities abovetaid, with 
many more learned men of both univerfities, in a great 
number aSiembled then and there- together, witnefs to 
the premifes required and exhibited. Thtfe being 
premifed, now let us fee the anfwer of foifhop Latimer 
again to this aforefaid propofai or inftrument of the 
bifttops, in a Jetter which the faid Latimer wrote to 
kins* Henry the fame time in that behalf. 

Here followeth alettcr of bishop Latimer's written to 
king Henry the eighth upon this occafion. You heard 
before of two proclamations fet out by the biftiops in the 
name of king Henry, one in the year 1531, and the 
other in the year 1546; in which proclamai ions, being 
authorized by the king's name, were inhibited all Eng- 
lish books, either containing or tending to any matter 
of the fcripture. Where alfo we have exprefled a cata- 
logue of feme of the errors which the ifaid bithops have 
fa.lfely picked out, and malicioufly imputed to godly- 
writers. Now bifhop Latimer growing in fome favour 
with the king, and feeing the great decay of Chrift's 
religion by reafon of thefe two proclamations, aud touch- 
ed therefore with the zeal of confeience, directed unto 
.king Henry this letter here enfuing, thereby intending 
by all means poffible, to perfuade the king's mind to fee 
open again the freedom of God's holy word amonglthia 
fubjedb. The copy of which letters followeth. 

4 N LET- 
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LETTER 



From Bishop LATIMER to KING HENRY //^ 
EIGHTH, for reftoring again of the free LIBERTY 
' of Reading the HOLY SCRIPTURES. . : ( 

To the mdft mighty Prince, King of England, Henry 
the Eighth, Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from God the 
Father, by our Lord Jesus Christ. . ! 

THE holy. doctor St. Auguftine; in an epiftle which 
he wrote to Cafalanus; faith, That he which for 
fear of any power hideth the truth, provoketh the wrath 
of God to come upon him, for he feareth men more 
than God. And according to the fame, the holy man 
St. John Chryfoftom faith, that he is not only a traitor 
to the truth, which openly for truth teacheth a lie ; but 
he alfp Which doth not freely pronounce and fhevy the 
truth that he knoweth. Thefe fentences (mod r&- 
doubted king) when I read now of late, and marked 
them earneftly in the inward parts of mine heart, they 
made me fore af raid, troubled and vexed me grievoufly 
in my confeience, and at Iaft drove me to this itrait, that 
either I mult fnew forth fu.ch things as I have read and 
learned in fcripture, or elfe be of that fort that provoke 
the wrath of God upon them, and be traitors unto the 
truth : which thing, rather than it fhould happen, I 
had rather fuffer extreme punifhment. 

For what other thing is it to be a ftranger unto the 
truth, than to be a traitor and a Judas unto Chrift, 
who is the very truth, and caufe of all truth ? Who 
faith chat whofoever denieth him before men, he will 
deny him before his Father in heaven. ^Which denying 
ought more to be feared and dreaded, than the lofs of all 
temporal goods, honour, promotion, fame, prifon, 
flander, hurts, banifhments, and all manner of torments 
and cruelties, yea and death itfelf, be it ever fo pain- 
ful and fhameful. But alas ? how little do men regard 
thofe fharp fayings of thefe two hply men ? And how 
little do they fear the terrible judgment of Almighty 
God ! And efpecially they which boaft themfelves to be 
guides and captains unto others, and challenging unto 
themfelves the knowledge of holy fcripture, yet will 
neither fhew the truth themfelves, (as they be bound) 
or fuffer them that would. So that unto them it may 
be faid, that 'which our Saviour Chrift faid to the pha- 
rifees, Matth. xiii. Woe be unto you, fcribes and pha- 
rifees, who fhut up the kingdom of heaven before men, 
and neither will you enter in yourfelves, neither fuffer 
them that would to enter in. And they will, as much 
as in them lieth, debar not only the word of God, 
which David calleth a light to direct and Ihew every 
man how to order his affections and lulls, according 
to the commandments of. God, but alfo by their fubtle 
wilinefs they inftrudl, move, and provoke in a manner, 
all kings in Chriftendom, to aid, fuccour, and help 
them in this their mifchief: and efpecially in this your 
realm they have fo blinded your liege people and fub- 
jects with their laws, cuftoms, ceremonies, and Banbury 
gloffes, and punifhed them with curfings, excommu- 
nications, and other corruptions (corrections I would 
fay) and now at the Iaft, when they fee they cannot 
prevail againft the open truth (which the more it is 
perfecuted, the more it increafeth by their tyranny) 
they have made it treafon to your noble grace, to have 
the fcripture in Englifh. 

Here I befeech your grace to pardon me a while, and 
patiently to hear me a word or two ; yea, though it be 
fothatas concerning your high majefty and regal power, 
whereunto Almighty God hath called your grace, there 
is as great difference between you and me, as between 
God and man : for you be here to me and to all your 
fubjects, in God's ftead, to defend, aid, and fuccour us 
in our right, and fo I fhould tremble and quake to fpeak 
to your grace. But again, as concerning that you be a 
mortal man, in danger of fin, having in you the corrupt 
nature of Adam, in which we are all "both conceived 
and born: fo have you no lefs need of the merits of 
Chrift's palfion for your falvation, than I and other of 
your fubjects have, which be all members of the mylti- 



cal body of Chrift. And "thoughi you be an higher 
member, yet you mull ■ not difdain the leffer. For as 
St,' Raul faith," Thofe members that arc 1 . taken to be 
moft.'vilcj and had' in leaft reputation', bfras necefiary 
as. the: other, for the prefervarion and' keeping of the 
: bod.y. i This, mod' gracious king,' when I corifidered, 
and alfo your favourable and gentle' nature, I was bold 
to write this rude, homely, and fimple letter to your 
grace, trailing that you will accept my true and faith- 
ful mind, even as it is;- • .->li. >l.:! !■ ' ./.: 
■ i i Firft, 1 1 ;wdll exhort • your grace to mark the life and 
procefs of our Saviour Chrift, and his apoltles, in preach- 
ing andfetting forth of the gofpel ; and to note alfo the 
words of our mafter Chrift, which he faid to his difciples 
when he fent them forth to preach his gofpel, and to 
thefe have ever' in 'your -'mind "the golden rule of our 
Saviour Chrift, Thei tree, is- known' by it's fruit. For by 
.the diligent marking of thefe, your grace fhall clearly 
know and perceive- who are ibe true followers of Chrift, 
and teachers of his gofpel, and who are not. And con- 
cerning the firft,;all fcripture fheweth plainly that our 
•Saviour jefus Ehrift's life was very poorJ 
; . Begin at his birth,: and I befeech- you, l <whb ever heard 
-of 'a poorer; or fo poor as' heKvas? -It were too tedious 
-to write :how poor Jofeph and the blcffed virgin Mary 
took their journey from Nazareth toward Bethlehem, 
in the cold and frofty winter, having nobody to wait 
upon thenv but he both mafter and man, and flieboth 
tmiflrefs and maid. 1 How vilely, thinks your grace, 
were they treated in the inns and lodgings by the way? 
and in how vile and ; abjedl a place was this poor maid, 
the mother ol our Saviour Jefus Chrift, brought to 
bed, without company, light, or any other thing ne- 
ctffa'ry for a woman in that condition ? Was not here a 
poor beginning, as concerning this world ? Yes truly. 
And according to :ihis beginning Was the procefs and 
end of his lite in this world,, and yet he might by his 
godly power have had all' the goods and trcafures of this 
world at his pleafure when and where he would. 

But this he did to lhew us, that, his followers and 
vicars fhould not regard and fet by r the riches and trca- 
fures of this world, but after the faying of David we 
ought to take them, which faith thus; If riches, pro- 
motions, and dignity happen to a man, let him not fet 
his affiance, pleafure, truft, and heart upon them. So 
that it is riot againft the poverty in lpirit, which Chrift 
preacheth in the gofpel of St. Matthew, chap, v to be 
rich, to be in dignity and ih honour, ftrthat their hearts 
be not fixed and fet upon them fo' much, that they nei- 
ther care for God nor good men. But they be enemies 
to this poverty in fpirit, have they ever fo little, that 
have greedy and delirous minds to the goods of this 
world, only becaufe they would live after their own 
plcafures and lulls. And they alfo be private enemies 
(and fo much the worfe) which have profeffed, as they 
fay, wilful poverty, and will not be called wordly men, 
as they have lord's lands, and king's riches; yea, 
rather than they would lofe one jot of that which they 
have, they will fet debate between king and king, realm 
and realm, yea, between the king and his fubjecls, and 
caufe rebellion againft the temporal power, to which 
our Saviour Chriit himfelf was obedient, and paid tri- 
bute as the gofpel declareth ; unto whorn the holy 
apofile St. Paul teacheth every chriftian- man to obey. 
Yea, and befide all this, they will curfe'and cenfure, as 
much as in them lieth, even into the deep -pit of hell, 
all that gainfay their appetite, whereby theythink their 
goods, promotions, or dignities fhould decay. 

Your grace may fee what means and craft the fpiri- 
tuality (as they will be called) imagine, to break and 
withftand the acts which were made in your grace's Iaft 
parliament againft their fuperfluities. Wherefore they 
that thus do, your grace may know them not to be true 
followers of Chrift. And although 1 named the fpiri- 
tuality to be corrupt with this unthrifty ambition ; yet 1 
mean not all to be faulty therein, for there be fome good 
of them. Neither will I that your grace fhould take 
away, the goods due to the church, but take away all evil 
perfons from theirgoods, and fet better in their Head. 

1 name 
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I name nor appoint no perfon nor perfons, but remit 

rcirace to the rule of our Saviour Chrift, as in Mat- 
thcw^the 7th chapter, By their fruits you fhall kno*' 
them. As touchihg the words that our Saviour Chrift 
fpake* to his difciples " hen he fent them to preach his 
gofpel, the-y be read in Matthew, the fifteenth chapter, 
where he fheweth, That here they fhall be hated and 
defpifcd of all men worldly, and brought before kings 
and rulers, and that all evil fhould be faid of them for 
1 heir preaching fake; but he exhorteth them to take 
patiently ,fuch perfecution by his own example, faying, 
It becometh not the. fervant to be above his matter. 
And feeing they call mc Bclzebub, what marvel is it 
if they call you devilifh perfons and heretics. Read the 
fourteenth chapter of St., Matthew's gofpel, and there 
your grace fhall fee that he pr'omifcd to the true preachers 
no worldly promotions or dignity, but perfecution and 
all kinds of punilhment, and that they fhould be betray- 
ed even by their own brethren and children. In John 
alfo he faith, In the world ye fhall have oppreffion, and 
the world fhall hateyou ; but in me you fhall have peace. 
And in the tenth chapter of St. Matthew's gofpel, faith 
our Saviour Chrift alfo, Lo I fend you forth as fheep, 
among wolves. So that the true preachers go like fheep, 
harmlefs, and be perfecuted, and yet they revenge not I 
their wrongs, but remit all to God j fo far is it off that 
they will perfecute any other but with the word of God 
only, which is their weapon. And fo this is the moft ' 
evident token that our Saviour Jefus Chrift would that j 
his gofpel and the preachers of it fhould be known by, 
that it fhould bedefpifed among thofe worldly wife men, 
and that they fhould repute it but foolifhnefs and decciv- 
able doctrine, and the true preachers fhou Id be perfe- \ 
cured and hate'd, and driven from town to town, yea, 
and at the laft lofe both goods and life. 

And yet they that did this | eifccution, ftiould think 
that they did w ell, and a great plcafure to God. And 
theapoftles remembering this leffonof ourSaviour Chrift, 
were content to fuffcr fuch peifecutions, as you may 
read in Che Acts of the Apoftles, and the epiftles. But 
we never read that they ever perfecuted any man. The 
holy apoftle St. Paul faith, That every man that will 
live godly in Chrift Jefus, fhould fuffer perfecution. 
And alfo he faith further, in the epiftle to the Fhilip- 
pians, in the firft chapter, That is not only given to 
you to believe in the Lord, but alfo to fuffer perfecu- 
tion for his fake. 

Wherefore take this' for a fure conclufion, that there 
where the word of God is truly preached, there is per- 
fecution, as well of the hearers, as of the teachers ; and 
where is quietnefs and reft in worldly plcafure, there 
is not the truth. For the world lovethall that arc con- 
trary to it. And, to be fhort, St. Paul calleth the 
gofpel the word of the crofs, that word of punifhment. 
And the holy fcripture doth promife nothing to the 
favourers and followers of it in this world, but trouble, 
vexation and perfecution, which thefe worldly men 
cannot fuffer, nor away withal. 

1 herefore pleafefh it your good grace, to return to 
this golden rule of our matter and only Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, which is this, By their fruits you fliall know 
them. For where you fee perfecution, there is the 
gofpel, and there is the truth : and they that do perfe- 
cute, be void « ithout all truth; not caring for the 
clear light, which (as our Saviour Jefus Chrilt faith, in 
the third chapter ot St. John's gofpel) is come into the 
world, and which fhall utter and fhew forth every man's 
works. And they whofe works be naught, dare not 
come to this light, but go about to ftop and hinder it, 
endeavouring to prevent, as much as poffible, the read- 
ing .of the holy fcripture in our mother tongue, faying, 
that it would caufc hercfy and infurredtion,and fo they 
perfuadc, at leaft they would fain perfuade your grace 
to keep it. back. But here mark their fhamelefs bold- 
nefs, who be not afhamed, contrary to Chrift's doctrine, 
•to gather figs of thorns, and grapes of thirties, and to 
call light darknefs and darknefs light, fweet bitter and 
bitter fwcet, good evil and evil good-; and to fay, that 
that which teacheth all obedience fhould caufe diffention 
and ftrife; but fuch is their belly-wifdom, wherewith 
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they judge and meafure every thing, to hold and keep 
ftill this wicked mammon, the goods of this world, 
which is their god, and hath fo blinded the eyes of 
their hearts that they cannot fee the clear light of the 
facred fcripture, though they babble ever fo much of.it. 

But, as concerning this matter, olher.men have (hewed 
your grace their minds, how ncceffary it is ro have the 
fcripture in Englifh. Which thing alfo ; our grace 
hath promifed by your laft proclamation : wh.di pro- 
mife I pray God that your gracious highnefs ma\ fhortly 
perform, even to-day before to-morrow. Nor- let the 
wickednefs of thefe worldly men detain vou from your 
godly purpofe and promife. Remember the fubtle 
worldly wife counftllors of Hanun the fon of Naas; 
king of the Ammonites, whom, when David fent his 
fcrvants to comfort the young king for the death of his 
father, by craTty imaginations counfelled Hanun, not 
onI> not to receive ihcm gen ly, btr. 10 irea: tiiem moft 
fhamefully and cruelly, fayng, " Thar .he^ came not 
to comfort him, but to efpy and fearch his land, fo 
that afterward, they bringing David word cow every 
thing flood, David might come and conquer it. And 
he caufed the young king to lhear heir heads, and to 
cur their coats by the points, and fent them away like 
fools; whom he oughi rather to have made much of, 
and ro have treated them gen.ly, and have given ihem 
great thanks and rewards : O w retched counfellors. But 
fee what followed of this carnal and worldly wifdom : 
truly noihing but deflruclion of all the whole realm, 
and alfo of ihem that took their parts. 

Therefore, good king, feeing that the right David, 
that is to fa) our faviour Chrilt, hath fent his fervan'.s, 
that is to fay, his true preachers, and his own word alfo 
to com.ort our w eak and fick fouls, let not thefe worldly 
n en make your grace believe, that they will caufe in- 
furredtions and hercfies, and fuch mifchiefs as thev ima- 
gine of their o«n mad brains, left that he be avenged 
upon \ou and your realm, as was David upon the Am- 
monites, and as he hath ever been avenged upon them 
which have obftinately withftood andgainfaid his word. 
But peradventure they will lay this againft me, and' 
fay that experience doth fhew, how that fuch men as 
call themfelves followers of the gofpel, regard not your 
grace's commandment, neither obey your proclama- 
tion ; and that w as w ell proved by thofe perfons which 
of late were pumfhed in London for keeping fuch books 
as your grace had prohibited by proclamation : and fo 
like as they regarded not this, fo they will not regard 
or efteem other your grace's laws, tiatutes, or ordi- 
nances. But this is but a crafty perfuafion. For your 
grace knoweth, that there is no man living, efpecially 
that loveth worldly promotion, that is fo foolifh to fet 
forth, promote, or advance his enemies, whereby he 
fhould be hindered of his w orldly pleafures and flefhly 
defires; but rather he will feek all the ways poffible 
that he can, utterly to confound, deftroy, and put him 
out of the way. And fo as concerning your laft pro- 
clamation, prohibiting fuch books, the very true caufe 
of it, and chief counfellors (as men fay, and of likeli- 
hood it fhould be) were they whofe evil living and 
cloaked hvpocrify thefe books uttered and difclofed. 
And howbeit that there were three or four that would 
have had the fcripture to go forth in Englifh, yet it 
happened there, as it is always feen, that the moft part 
overcometh. the better, and fo it might be that thefe 
men did not take this proclamation as your's, but as 
their's fet forth in your name, as they have done many 
times more, which hath put this your realm in great 
hindrance and trouble, and brought it in great penury ; 
and more would have done, if God had not mercifully- 
provided to bring your grace to knowledge of the 
falfhood and privy treafon, which their head and cap-., 
tain was about : and be you fure not without adherents, 
if the matter be duly fearched. For what marvel is it, 
that they being fo nigh of your counfel, and fo familiar 
with your lords, fhould provoke both your grace and 
them ro prohibit thefe books, which before by their 
own authority have forbidden the New Teftament un- 
der pain of everlafting damnation : for fuch is their 
manner to fend a thoul'and men to hell, ere they fend 
one 
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one to God, and yet the New Teftament (and fo I \ 1 
think by the other) was meekly offered to every man I 
that would and could, to amend it, if there were a>ny I 
fault. I 

Moreover, I will afk them the caufe of aTl infixr- 
rections, which have heretofore been in this realm. 
And whence is it that there be fo many extortioners, 1 
bribers, murderers, and thieves, which daily do not 1 
only break your grace's laws, ordinances, andftatutes, 
but alfo the laws and commandments of Almighty 
God ? I think they will not fay thefe books, but rather 
their pardons, which caufe many a roan to fin in 
trud of them. For as for thofc malefactors which I now 
rchearfed, you fliall not find oneamong a hundred, but 
he will cry out, both of thefe books, and alfo of them 
that have them, yea and will be glad to fpend the goods 
Which he hath wrongfully gotten, upon faggots,to burn 
both the books, and them that have them. 

And as touching thefe men that were lately punifhed 
for thefe books, there is no man, 1 hear fay, that can 
lay any word or deed againft them that mould found to 
the breaking of any of your grace's laws, this only ex- 
cept, if it be your's, and not rather their's. And be it 
fo that there be fome that have thefe books, that be 
evil, unruly, and felf-willed perfons, not regarding 
God's laws, nor man's, yet thefe books be not the caufe 
thereof", no more than was the bodily prefence of Chrift 
and his w ords the caufe that Judas fell, but their own 
froward mind and carnal wit, which fhould be amended 
by the virtuous example of living of their curates, and 
by the true ejipofition of the fcripture. If the lay- 
people had fueh curates that would thus do their office, 
neither thefe books, nor the devil himfclf, could hurt 
orput them out of order, fo that the lack of good curates 
is the deftrwcljon and caufe of all mifchief. Neither do 
I write thefe things becaufe that J. will cither excufe 
thefe men lately punifhed, or to affirm all to be true 
■written in thefe books, which I have not all read, but 
to ihew that there cannot fiich inconvenience follow 
of them, and efpecially of the fcripture, a» they would 
make men believe mould follow. 

And though it be fo that your grace may by other 
books, and namely by the fcripture itfclf, know and 
perceive the hypocrite wolves clad in fheep's cloathing, 
yet I think myfelf bound in confeience to utter unto 
yourgraoe foch thing* as God puts in my mind to write. 
And this i do {God fo judge me,) not for hate of any 
perfon or perfons living, nor for that I think the word 
of God fhould go forth without perfecution, if your 
grace had commanded that «very man within your 
realm fhould have it in his mother's tongue. For the 
gofpelmuft needs have perfecution unto the time that 
itbepreached Throughout all che world, which is the 
laft fign that Chrift fliewed to his difciples fhould come j 
before rhe.day of judgment; fo that if your grace had 
once commanded that the fcripture fhould be put forth, 
the devil would fet forth fome wileor other to perfecute 
the truth. But my purpofe is, for the love that 1 have 
to God principally, and the glory of his name, which 
is only known by his word, and for the true allegiance 
that I owe unto your grace, and not to hide in tfhe 
ground of my heart the talentgiven me by God, and to 
chaffer it forth toothers, that it mayincreafeto theplea- 
fureofGod, to exhort your 'grace to avoid and beware 
of thefe mifchievous flatterer*, and their abominable 
ways and counfels. 

And take heed whofecounfels yourgracedoth take in 
this matter j for there be fome that for fear of lofing of 
their worldly worfhip and honour, will not leave off 
their opinion, which rafhly, and that to plcafe men 
withal oy whom they had great promotion, they took 
upon them to defend by writing, fo that now they think 
that all their felicity which they put in this life fhould 
be marred, and their wifdom not fo greatly regarded, if 
that which they have foflanderouflyoppreffed fhould be 
now put "forth and allowed. But alas, let thefe men 
remember St. Paul, how fervent he was againft the 
truth (and that of a,good zeal J before he was called .; 



he thought no fliame to fuffer punifhment and great 
perfecutions for that which before he defpifed and called 
hcrefy. And 1 am fure that their living is not more 
perfect than St. Paul's was, as concerning the outward 
works of the law, before he was converted. 

Alfo the king and prophet David was not afhamed 
to forfafce his good intent in building of the temple 
after that the prophet Nathan had fhewed him that it 
was not the pleafure of God that he fhould build any 
houfe for him ; and notwithftanding that Nathan had 
before allowed and praifed the purpofe of David, yet 
he was not afhamed to revoke and eat his words again, 
when he knew that they were not according to God's 
will and pleafiire. 

Wherefore they be fore drowned in worldly wifdom 
that think it againft their worfhip to acknowledge their 
ignorance ; whom I pray to God that your grace may 
efpy,and take heed of their worldly wifdom, which is 
foolifhnefs before God, that you may do what God 
commandeth, and not what feemeth good in your own 
fight without the word of God, that your grace maybe 
found acceptable in his fight, and one of the members 
of his church t and according to the office that he hath 
called your grace unto, you may be found a faithful 
miniftcr of his gifts, and not a defender of his faith, 
for he will not have it defended by man or man's 
power, but by his word only, by which he hath ever- 
more defended ir, and that by a way far above man's 
power or reafon, as all the ftories of the Bible make 
mention. 

Wherefore, gracious king, remember yourfelf, have 
pity upon your foul, and think that the day is even at 
hand when you fhall give account of your office, and 
of the blood that hath been fhed with your fword. In 
which day that your grace may ftand ftedfafily, and 
. not be afhamed, but be clear and ready in your reckon- 
ing, and to have, as they fay, your difcharge fcakd 
w ith the blood of our Saviour Chrift, which only ferv- 
eth at that day, is my daily prayer to him that fulfered 
death for our fins, who alfo prayeth to his Father for 
grace for us continually. To whom be all honour and 
praife for ever, Amen. The Spirit of God preferve 
your grace. 

December r, 1530, 

In this letter of Bifhop Latimer to the king above 
prefixed, many things we have toconfider: Firfl, his 
good confeience to God, his good will to the king, the 
duty of a right pallor unto truth, his tender care to 
the commonwealth, and efpecially to the church of 
Chrift. Further, we have to confidcr the abufe of 
prince's courts, how kings maybe abufed with flatterers 
and wicked counfellers about them; and efpecially we 
may note the fubtle practices of prelates, in abufing the 
j name and authority of kings, to fet forth their own 
malignant proceedings. We may fee moreover, and 
rather marvel at in the faid letter, the great boldnefs 
and divine floutnefs in this man, who as yet being no 
bifhop, fo freely and plainly without any fear of death, 
adventuring his own life to difcharge his confeience, 
durft fo boldly, to fo mighty a prince, in fuch a dan- 
gerous cafe, againft the king's law and proclamation fet 
out in fuch a terrible time, take upon him to write, and 
to admonifh that which no counsellor durft fo much as 
once mention unto him in defence of Chrift's gofpel. 
Whofc example, if the bifhops and prelates of this 
realm, for their parts likewifc, in like cafes would fol- 
low (as indeed they oughtto do), it is very probable that 
many things would not be fo out of frame as they be. 

Finally, this moreover in the faid letter is to be 
noted, how blefiedly Almighty God wrought with hi» 
faithful fervant's bold adventure, and wholefome coun- 
I fel, though it did not prevail through the iniquity of 
i the time, yet God fo wrought with his fervant in doing 
r 1 his duty, that no danger, nor yet difpleafure rofe to 
: him thereby, but rather thanks and good will of the 
1 prince ; for not long after the fame he was advanced 
: by the king to the bifliopric of Worcefter, as is above 
; declared, 

1 Seeing 
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Seeing bifliop Latimer was fo bold arid plain with the 
kino- (as is before fpecified) no great marvel if he did 
ufethe like freedom and plainnefs towards other meaner, 
perfons, in admonifhing them of their miforder, efpe^ 
cially if any fuch occafion were given, where truth and 
equity required his defence againft injury and oppref- 
fion. Accordingly he wrote another letter to a certain 
iuftice of the peace in Warwickfhire, who as he is long 
fince departed, fo he fhall be here unnamed. 

In this epiftle, which is very long, he fays, Ah, maf- 
tcrN. what manner of man do you fliew yourfclf to be? 
or what manner of confeience do you fliew yourfelf to 
have? For, firft, as touching your brother, you know 
well that fir Thomas Coking, with a letter of his own 
hand writing, hath witneffed Unto your brother's agree- 
ment ; which letter he fent to me unfealed, iind I 
{hewed the fame to my neighbour, and others before I 
fealed it, and perchance have a copy of the fame yet to 
fhew. With what confeience then can you fay that I 
fliall never be able to prove it ? Shall not three men up- 
on their oaths make a fufficient proof, think >ou ? The 
Lord himfelf fays, in the mouth of two or three, &c. 
Yea, you think it true, I dare fay, in your confeience, 
if you have any confeience, though I were in my grave, 
and fo unable to prove any thing. As for the two 
tenants, they be as they be, and 1 truft to fee them 
handled according as they be; for there be three men 
yet alive, that dare fwear upon a book, that they both 
did agree. But what fliould we look for at fuch men's 
hands, when >ou yourfelf play the part you do? But 
God is yet alive, and feeth all, and judgeth juftly. 

Worthy juftices having ever the fear and dread of 
God before their eyes, (of which fort we have fewer 
amongft us than I wifh we had) will have no refpect 
at all in their judgments and proceedings, to vicinity 
of blood, but altogether to the worth and juftice of the 
caufe, judging that to be juft which is fo in the fight of 
God, though not of men; of which number 1 pray God 
make you one. He is juft that doth jufticc. But he 
that finneth (as they all do which do unjuftly for favour 
and pleafure of men) is of the devil, faith he, of which 
fort all our partaking and natural juftices be with all 
their partiality and nuturality. Wherefore it would be 
right and juft that ns many as be fuch juftices, be 
juflly deprived of their offices, and further alfo to be 
punifhed, according to the quantity or quality of their 
crime, fo that by that means they may be cut off, as 
men born and bred to the hurt and detriment of the 
common-wealth, which trouble us when they ought to 
help us, Amen. 

During the time that Biftiop Latimer was prifoner at 
Oxford, we read not much of what he did write, be- 
fides his conference with Dr. Ridley, and his protcfta- 
tion at the time of his difputation. There are very 
few or none of letters to his friends abroad, lave thefe 
few lines, which he fent to one Mrs. Wilkinfonof Lon- 
don, a pious woman, and afterwards an exile for the 
gofpcl's fake. 

LETTER 
From Mr. HUGH LATIMER to Mrs. WILKIN- 
SON, Widow, in London. 

IF the gift of a pot of water fhall not be in oblivion 
with God, how can God forget your manifold' and 
bountiful gifts, when he fliall fay to you, I was in pri- 
fon and you vifitcd me ? God grant us all to do and 
fuffer while we are here, as may be to his will and 
pleafure, Amen. Your's in Bocardo, 

HUGH LATIMER. 

Touching the memorable actions of this worthy man, 
among many others this is not to be neglected, what a 
bold enterprize he attempted, in fending to king Henry 
a prefent, the manner wliereof is this. There was then, 
2nd remaineth ftill an old cuftom received from' the old 
Romans, that upon New-year's day, being the firft day 
°! January, every bifhop with fome handfdme new-year's 
g'lc fliould gratify the king; and fo they did, fome 



with gold, fome with iilver, fome with a purfe full of 
money, and fome one thing, fome another : but bifliop 
Latimer being then bifhop of Worccfter, among the 
reftj pfefentcd a New Teftament for his new-year's gift, 
with a napkin having this pofey about it, Fornicators 
and adulterers God will judge. 

And thus haft thou (gentle reader) the whole life, both 
of Dr. Ridley and bifliop Latimer, two worthy fathers 
in the church of Chrift, their writings, difputations, 
fufferings, their painful travels, and faithful preachings, 
ftudious fcrvice in Chrift's church, their patient impri- 
fonment, and confrant fortitude in that which they had 
taught, with all their proceedings from time to time, 
fince their firft fpringing years to this prefent month of 
queen Mary, being the month of October, Anno 1555. 
In which month they were brought forth together, to 
their final examination and execution. Wherefore as 
we have heretofore declared both their lives feveialiy 
and diftinctly one from another; fo now jointly to 
couple them both together, as they were both together 
joinedinone fociety or caufe of martyrdom, we will, 
by the grace of Chrift, profecute the reft that remain- 
eth concerning their laft examination, degrading and 
conftant fufft-ring, with the order and manner alfo of 
the commiflioners, and what were their words, their 
objections, their orations there ufed, and what agaio 
w ere the anfwers of thofe men to the fame, as in the 
prpcefs here followeth to be feen. 

the ORDER arid MANNER of the EXAMINA- 
TION of Dr. RIDLEY, and Bishop LATIMER, 
in Sept. 1 £5 S , 

FIRST, after the appearing of Thomas Cranmer, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, before the pope's dele- 
gate, and thequeen's commiflioners in St. Mary's church 
ar Oxford, about the 1 2th of September, whereof more 
fliall be faid (by God's grace) when we come to the 
death of the faid archbifhop ; fhortly after, on the 28th 
of the faid month, another commifTion was fent down 
to Oxford from cardinal Poole, to John White, bifliop 
of Lincoln, Dr. Brooks, bifhop of Gloucester, and Dr. 
Holyman, bifliop of Hriftol. The contents and virtue 
of which commifTion was, that the faid bifhops of Lin- 
coln, Gloucefter, and Briftol, or two of them, fliould 
have full power and authority to cite, examine and judge, 
Mr. Hugh Latimer and Dr. Ridley, for divers and fun- 
dry erroneous opinions, which the faid Hugh Latimer 
.and Nicholas Ridley did hold and maintain in open dif- 
putations had in Oxford, in the months of May, June, 
and July, in the year 1554, as long before in the time 
of pcr'dition, and fince. Which opinions, if the named 
perfons would now recant, giving and yielding them- 
fclvcs to the determination of the univerfal and catholic 
church planted by Peter in the bleffed fee of Rome, that 
then the deputed judges, by the faid authority of their 
coromifliori, fliould have power to receive the faid pe- 
nitent. perfons, and forthwith adminifter unto them the 
reconciliation of the holy father the pope; but if the 
faid Hugh Latimer, and Nicholas Ridley, would ftoutly 
and ftubbornly maintain thefe their erroneous opinions 
and aflertions, that then the faid lords by their com-, 
miflion'fhould proceed in form of judgment, according- 
to the law of heretics; that is, degrading them from 
their promotion and dignity of bifliops, priefts, and all 
other eccleliaftical orders, fliould pronounce them as 
heretics, and therefore clean cut them off from the 
church, and fo yield them to receive punifliments due 
to'all fuch herefy and fchifm. 

Wherefore the laft of September the faid two perfons, 
Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer, were cited to ap- 
pear before the faid lords in the divinity fchool at Oxford 
at eight of the clock. At which time the lords repaired 
thither, placing themfelves in the high feat made for 
public lectures and difputations, according to the ufage 
of that fchool, being then fair fet and trimmed with 
cloth of tiffue, and cufhions of velvet: and after the 
faid lords were placed and fet, the faid Latimer and Rid- 
ley were fent for. And firft Dr. Ridley appeared, and 
4O by 
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by and by biftiop Latimer. But becaufe it feemedgood 
feverally to examine them, biftiop Latimer was kept 
back until Dr. Ridley was thoroughly examined. There- 
fore loon after the coming of Dr. Ridley into the fchool, 
the commifliion was publifhed by an appointed notary, 
and openly read. But Dr. Ridley Handing bareheaded, 
humbly expecting the caufe of that his appearance, as 
foon as he had heard the cardinal named, and the pope's 
holinefs, put on his cap. Wherefore after the com- 
miffion was publifhed, the bilhop of London fpake as 
followed!- 

Lincoln. Mr. Ridley, although neither I, nor yet 
my lords here, in refp'ect of our own perfons do look 
for cap or knee, yet becaufe we bear and reprefent fuch 
perfons as we do, that is, my lord cardinal's grace, 
legate a latere to the pope's holinefs, as well in that he 
is of a noble parentage (and there Dr. Ridley moved 
his cap with lowly obeifance) defcending from the royal 
blood, as in that he is a man worthy to be reverenced 
with all humility, for his great knowledge and learning, 
noble virtues and godly life, and efpecially in that he is 
here in England deputy to the pope's holinefs, it fhould 
have becomed you at this name to have uncovered your 
head. Wherefore except you will of your ownfelf take 
the pains to put your hand to your head, and at the no- 
mination, as well of the faid cardinal, as of the pope's 
holinefs, uncover the fame, left that this your contuma- 
cy, exhibited now before us, fhould be prejudicial to the 
faid moft reverend perfons, (which thing we may in no 
cafe fuffer) you fhall caufe us to take the pains to oblige 
iome man to pluck off your cap from you. To whom 
Dr. Ridley (defiring licence) anfwered : 

Ridley. As touching what you .(aid, my lord, that 
you of your own perfons defire no cap or knee, but 
only require the fame in confideration that you reprefent 
the cardinal's grace's perfon, I would have you know, 
and thereupon make my proteftation, that I did put 
on my cap at the naming of the cardinal's grace, nei- 
ther for any contumacy that I bear towards your own 
perfons, neither for any derogation of honour towards 
the lord cardinal's grace. For I know him to be a 
man worthy of all humility, reverence and honour, in 
that he came of the moft regal blood, and in that he is 
a man endued with manifold graces of learning and vir- 
tue; and as touching thefe virtues and points-, I, with 
all humility (therewith he put off his cap, and bowed 
his knee} and obeifance that I may, will reverence and 
honour his grace ; but in that he is legate to the biftiop 
of Rome (and therewith put on his cap) whofe ufurped 
fupremacy and abufed authority 1 utterly refufe and 
renounce,, I may in no wife give any obeifance or .ho- 
nour unto him, left that my fo doing might be preju- 
dicial to mine oath, and a derogation to the verity, of 
God's word : and therefore that I might not only by 
confeflion profefs the verity, in not reverencing the re- 
nounced authority, contrary to God's word, but affo 
ingefture, in behaviour, and alj my doings, exprefs the 
fame, I have put on my cap, and for this confideration 
only, and not for any contumacy fo your lordfhips, nei- 
ther contempt of this worfhipful audience, neither de- 
rogation of any honour due to the cardinal's grace, both 
for his noble parentage, and alfo his excellent qualities, 
I have kept on my cap. ' . ' 

Lincoln. Mr. Ridley, you excufe yourfelf of that 
with which we preiled you not, in that you proteft you 
keep on your cap, neither for any contumacy towards 
us (who look for no fuch homage from you) neither for 
any contempt of this audience,: which although jjjiftly 
they may, yet pas I fuppbfej in this cafe do not require 
any fuch obeifance of you, neither in derogation of any 
honour due to my lord cardinal's grace, for, his regal 
defcent (at which word Dr. Ridley moved his cap) and 
excellent qualities ; for although in all the premifes 
honour be due, yet in thefe refpects we require none of 
you, but only in that my lord cardinal's grace is here 
in England, deputy of the pope's holinefs (at which 
word the lords and others put off their caps, and Dr. 
Ridley put on his) and therefore we fay unto you the 
fecond time, that except you take the pains yourfelf, to 
put your hand to your head, and put off your cap, you 



fhall put us to the pains to caufe fome man to take it 
from you, except you alledge fome infirmity and ficlu 
nefs 1 , or other more reafonable caufe, upon the confide, 
ration whereof we may do as we think good. 

Ridley. The premifes 1 faid only for this end, that it 
might as well appear to your lordfhips, as to this vvor. 
ftiipful audience, why and for what confideration 1 ufed 
fuch kind of behaviour, in not humbling myfelf t0 
your lordfhips with cap and knee: and as for my fick. 
nefs, I thank my ILqrd God, that 1 am as well at cafe 
as I have been this long time ; and therefore I do not 
pretend that which is not, but only this, that it might 
appear by this my behaviour, that 1 acknowledge in no 
point that ufurped fupremacy of Rome, and therefore 
contemn and utterly defpife all authority coming from 
him. Jn taking off my 1 cap, do as it Ihall pleafe your 
lordftiips, and I fhall be content. 

Then the biftiop of Lincoln, after the third admo- 
nition, commanded one of the beadles (that is, an offi- 
cer of the univerfity) to pluck his cap from his head; 
Dr. Ridley bowing his head to the officer, gently per. 
mitted him to take it away. 

After this, the biftiop of Lincoln, in a long oration, 
exhorted Dr. Ridley to recant, and fubmit himfelf to 
the untverfal lakh of Chrift, in this manner. 

Lincoln. Mr. Ridley, I am fure you have fufficiently 
pondered with yourfelf the effect of this our commiffion 
with good advice, confidering both points thereof, how 
that authority is given- to us, if you fhall receive the 
true doctrine of the church, which firft was founded 
I by Peter at Rome immediately after the death of Chrift, 
| and from him by lineal fucceflion hath been brought 
to this our time, if you will be content to renounce 
your former errors, recant your heretical and fedrtious 
opinions, content to yield yourfelf to the undoubted 
faith and truth of the gofpel, received and always 
I taught bv the catholic and apoftolic church, which the 
king and queen, all the nobles of this realm, and com- 
mons of the fame, all chriftian people have and (to 
confers, you only ftaoding alone by yourfell : you U! 

' perceive, I am fure, that authority 
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number of the- 'catholics and Chrift's church, 
which votl have fo long ftrayed, without which n 
can be fav*^-; which thing • and my lords here, ye . 
all, ! as well nobles and commons of this realm, molt 
heartily defire, and I, for my part, (here he put oif his 
cap) mofteamel'ly exhort you to do. 

Remember, Mr. Ridley, it is no ftrange country 
whither 1 exhort you to return. You were once i 
us> you have taken degrees in the fchool. Yoi 
made a prieft, and became a preacher, fetting forth the 
fame doctrine which we now do. You were made 
biftiop according to our laws - r and, to be fhort, it is not 
fo long .ago fince you feparated yourfelf from us, and 
in i he tinie of herefy, became a fetter forth of that de- 
vilifh and feditious doctrine which in thefe latter days 
was preached amongft us. For at what time the new 
doctrine of only faith began to fpring, the council, wil- 
ling to win my lord chancellor, fent you to hitn (1 then 
being in my lord's houfe, unknown, as I fuppofe, to 
you); and after you had talked with my lord fecretly, 
: and were departed, immediately my lord declared certain 
points of your talk, and means of your pcrfuafion, a™ 
amongft others this was one, that you fhould fay, Tufli, 
my lord, this matter of juftification is but a trifle, W 
us not ftick to condcfccnd herein to them ; 
God's love, my lord, ftand ftoutly in" the verity of the 
facrament : for I fee they will affault thee alfo. If tllis 
be true, (as my lord is a man credible enough in fudi 1 
matter) hereby it is declared of what mind you W ! 
then, as touching the bleffed facrament. 

Alfo in a fcrmon of your's at Paul's Crofs, yn" al 
effectually and catholicly fpake of that bleficd fa" 3 " 
ment as any man might have done, whereby it appeal" 
that is no ftrange thing, nor unknown place whercun 
I exhort you. 1 wifh \ou to return thither from whew 
you came, that is, with us to acknowledge the cn«'. 
of God, wherein no man may err, to acknowledge t > 
fiipren« c ! 
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rTZl^Tofour moft reverend father in God the 
P -7 holhiefs which (as I faid) lineally taketh his 
Tfc-nt from Pe'ter, upon whom Chrift promifed be- 
fore his death, to build his church ; which fupremacy 
nrnreroiiative the moft ancient fathers in all ages, in 
,11 times did acknowledge: and here he brought a 
Ice or two out of the doctors, bur especially fixed 
upon a place of St. Auguftine, who writeth alter th.s 
manner • All the chriftian countries beyond the fea 
are fubiect to the church of Rome. Here you fee, 
Mr Ridley, that all Chriftendom is fubjecT: to the 
church of Rome. What fhould hinder you there- 
fore to confefs the fame as St. Auguftine and other 

la Then Dr. Ridley defired his patience to fuffer him 
to fpeak fomewhat of the premifes, left the multitude 
of things might confound his memory; and having 
leave granted him, he. faid in this manner: 

Ridley. My lord, I moft heartily thank your lord- 
fhip as well for your gentlcnefs, as alfo for your fo- 
briety in talk, and for your good and favourable zeal 
in this learned exhortation, in which I have marked 
efpecially three points, which you ufed to perfuade 
me to leave my doctrine and religion, which I per- 
fectly know and am thoroughly perfuaded to be ground- 
ed not upon man's imaginations and decrees, but 
upon the infallible truth of Chrift's gofpel and 
not to look back and to return to the Rornifh fee, 
contrary to mine oath, contrary to the prerogative 
all d crown of this realm, and efpecially (which 
moveth me moft J contrary to the exprefs word of 

The firft point in this, that the fee of Rome taking 
his beginning from Peter, upon whom you fay Chrilt 
hath built his church, hath in all ages, lineally from 
bilhop to bifhop, been brought to this time. 

Secondly, That even the holy fathers from time to 
time have confefled the fame. 

Thirdly, That in that I was once of the fame opi- 
nion, and together with you I did acknowledge the 

^Firft, As touching the faying of Chrift, from 
■whence your lordlhip gathercth the foundation of the 
church upon Peter, truly the place is not to be undcr- 
ftood as you take it, as the circumftance of the place 
will declare. For after that Chrift had afked his dif- 
ciples whom men judged him to be, and they an- 
fivered, that fome had faid he was a prophet, Tome 
Elias fome one thing, fome another; then he faid, 
Whom fay ye that I am ? Then Peter faid, I fay that 
thou art Chrift the Son of God. To whom Chrift 
anfwered, 1 fay, Thou art Peter, and upon this ftone 
I will build my church ; that is to fay, Upon this 
ftone, not meaning Peter himfelf, as though he would 
have conftituted a mortal man, fo frail and brittle a 
foundation of his ftable and infallible church ; but 
upon this rock-ftone, that is, this confeffion of thine, 
that I am the Son of God, I will build my church. 
For this is the foundation and beginning of all 
chriftianity, with word, heart, and mind, to con- 
fefs that Chrift is the Son of God. Whofoever 
believeth not this, Chrift is not in him; and he 
cannot have the mark of Chrift printed in his 
forehead, which confeffeth not that Chrift is the Son 

ofGod - T, 

Therefore Chrift faid unto Peter, that upon this 
rock, that is, upon this confeffion, that he was 
Chrilt the Son of God, he would build his church s 
to declare, that without this faith no man can come 
to Chrift: fo that this belief, that Chrift is the Son 
of God, is the foundation of our chriftianity, and 
the fupport of our church. Here you fee upon what 
foundation Chrift's church is built, not upon the 
frailty of man, but upon the ftable and infallible word 
of God. 

x Now as touching the lineal defcent of the bifhops 
in the fee of Rome, true it is, that the patriarchs of 
Rome in the apoftlcs time, and . long after, were great 
maintainors and. fettcrs-forth of Chrift's glory, in 
23. 



which, above all other countries and regions, there 
efpecially was preached the true gofpel, the facra- 
ments were moft duly adminiftered ; and as, before 
Chrift's coming, it was a city fo valiant in power, 
and martial affairs, that all the world was in a 
manner fubjecT to it, and after Chrift's pafllon divers 
of the apoftles there fuffered perfecution for rhe gof- 
pePs fake: fo after that the emperors, their hearts 
being illuminated, received the gofpel, and became 
chriftians, the gofpel there, as well for the fame of 
the place, flourifticd moft, whereby the bifhops of that 
place were had in more reverence and honour, moft 
efteemed in all councils and afllmblies, not becaufe 
they acknowledged them to be their head, but becaufe 
the place was moft reverenced and fpoken of, for 
the great power and llrength of the fame. As now 
here in England, the bifhop of Lincoln, in feffions 
and fittings, hath the pre-eminence of other bifhops, 
not that he is the head and ruler of them; but for 
the dignity of the bifhopric (and therewith the 
people fmiled.) Wherefore the doctors in their 
writings have fpoken moft reverently of this fee 
f Rome, and in their writings preferred it; and 
his is the prerogative which your Iordfbip did 
rchearfe the ancient doctors to give to the fee of Rome. 

In like manner, I cannot, nor dare but commend, 
reverence, and honour the fee of Rome, as long as it 
continued in the promotion and fetting forth of 
God's glory, and in due preaching of the gofpel, as 
it did many years after Chrift. But after that the 
bifhops of that fee, feeking their own pride, and 
not God's honour, began to fet themfelves above 
kings and emperors, challenging to them the title 
of God's vicars, the dominion and fupremacy over 
all the world, I cannot but with St. Gregory, a 
bifhop of Rome alfo, confefs that place is the very 
true Antichrift, whereof St. John fpeaketh by 
name of the whore of Babylon ; and fay, with the 
faid St. Gregory, He that maketh himfelf a bifhop 
over all the world, is worfe than Antichrift. 

Now whereas you fay St. Auguftine fhould feem not 
only to give fuch a prerogative, but alfo fupremacy to 
the fee of Rome, in that he faith all the chriftian 
world is fubject to the church of Rome, and there- 
fore fhould give to that fee a certain kind of fub- 
jection ; I am fure that your lordfhip knowcth, that 
in St. Auftin's time there were four patriarchs, of 
Alexandria, Conftantinople, Antioch, and Rome, 
which patriarchs had under them certain countries; 
as in England the archbifhop of Canterbury hath 
under him certain bifhoprics in England and Wales, 
to whom he may be faid to be their patriarch. Alfo 
your lordfhip knoweth right well, that at the time 
St. Auftin wrote that book he was then bifhop in 
Africa. Farther, you are not ignorant, that between 
Europe and Africa lieth the fea called the Mediter- 
ranean fea, fo that all the countries in Europe to him 
which is in Africa, mav be called countries beyond 
the fea. Hereof Sr. Auftin faith, All the chriftian 
countries beyond the feas and remote regions, are 
fubject to the fee of Rome. If I fhould fay all 
countries beyond the fea, I do except England, 
which to me now being in England, is not beyond 
the fea. In this fenfe, St. Auftin faith, All the 
countries beyond the fea are fubject to the fee of 
Rome; declaring thereby, that Rome was one of the 
fees of the four patriarchs, and under it Europe, by 
what fubjeclion 1 pray you ? Only for a pre-emi- 
nence; as we here in England fay, that all the bifhop- 
rics in England are fubject to the archbifhop of Can- 

For^this pre-eminence alfo the other doctors (as you 
recited) fay, that Rome is the mother of churches, 
as the bifhopric of Lincoln is mother to the bifhopric: 
of Oxford, becaufe the bifhopric of Oxford came 
from the bifhopric of Lincoln, and they were once 
both one; and fo is the archbifhopric of Canter- 
bury mother to the other bifhoprics which arc in 
her province. In like manner the archbifhopric of 
4 P York, 
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York, is mother to the North bifhoprics; and yet 
no man will fay, that Lincoln, Canterbury, or 
York, is fupreme head to the other bifhoprics ; 
neither then ought we to confefs the fee of Rome 
to be fupreme head, becaufe the doctors in their 
writings confefs the fee of Rome to be the mother of 

Now were you fay, I was once of the fame reli- 
gion which you are of, the truth is 1 cannot but con- 
fefs the fame. Yet fo was St. Paul a perfecutor of 
Chrilr. But in that you fay, I was one of you not 
long ago, in that I in doing my meflage to my lord 
of Winchefter, fhould defire him to ftand ftout in that 
grofs opinion of the fupper of the Lord : in very deed 
1 was fent (as your lordlhip faid) from the council to 
my lord of Winchefter, to exhort him alfo to receive 
the true confeffion of juftification ; and becaufe he 
was very refractory, I faid to him, What make you 
fo great a matter herein ? You fee many anabaptifls 
rife againft the facrament of the altar; I pray you 
my lord, be diligent in confounding of them: for at 
that time my lord of Winchefter and I had to do with 
two anabaptifls in Kent. In this fenfe I willed my 
lord to be ftiff in the defence of the facraments againft 
the deteftable errors of anabaptifts, and not in the con- 
firmation of that grofs and carnal opinion now main- 
tained. 

In like fort, as touching the fermon which I made 
at St. Paul's Crofs, you fhall understand, that there 
were at Sr. Paul's, and divers others places, fixed rail- 
ing bills againft the facrament, terming it Jack of the 
Box, The Sacrament of the Haltar, Round Robin, 
with fuch unfeemly terms ; for which caufes, I, to 
to rebuke irreverent behaviour of certain evil-dif- 
pofed perfons, preached as reverently of that matter 
as I might, declaring what eftimation and reverence 
ought to be given to it, what danger enfucd the 
mifhandling thereof, affirming in that facrament to 
be truly and verily the body and blood of Chrift, 
effectually by grace and fpirit ; which words the un- 
learned underftanding not, fuppofed that 1 had 
meant of the grofs and carnal being which the 
Romifh decrees fet forth, that a body having life and 
motion, fhould be indeed under the ftiapes of bread 

With that the bifhop of Lincoln interrupting him, 
faid : 

You muft confiderthat the church of Chrift lieth not 
hid, but is a city on the mountain, and a candle in the 
candlefhck. Ponder with yourfelf, that the church of 
Chrift is catholic, and univcrfally fpread throughout 
the world, not contained in the alligation of places, 
not comprehended in the circuit of England, not con- 
tained in the compafs of Germany and Saxony, as your 
church is. 

Then Dr. Ridley, with often interruption, at length 

Ridley. My lord, I acknowledge an unfpotted 
church of Chrift, in which no man can err, without 
which no man can be faved, which is fpread through- 
out all the world, that is, the congregation of the 
faithful ; neither do I alligate or bind the fame to any 
one place as you faid, but confefs the fame to be 
fpread throughout all the world ; and where Chrift's 
facraments are duly adminiftcred, his gofpel truly 
preached and followed, there doth Chrift's church 
fhine as a city upon a hill, and as a candle in the can- 
dleftick : but rather it is fuch as you that would have 
the church of Chrift bound to a place, who appoint 
the fame to Rome, that there and no where clfe is the 
foundation of Chrift's church. But I am fully per- 
fuaded that Chrift's church is every where founded, ir. 
every place where his gofpel is truly received, and ef- 
fectually followed. And in that the church of God i 
in doubt, I ufe herein the counfel of Vicentius Ly 
rinenfis, whom I am fure you will allow, who giv 
ing precepts how the catholic church may be in 
all fchifms and herefies known, writeth in this man- 
ner : When (faith he) one part is corrupted with he- 
refies, then prefer the whole world before that one 



part -, but if the grcateft part be infected, then prefer 
antiquity. 

In like manner now when I perceive the greateft 
part of chriftianity to be infected with the poifon of 
the fee of Rome, I repair to the ufage of the 
primitive church, which I find quite contrary 
to the pope's decrees: as in that the prieft receiv. 
eth alone, that it is made unlawful to the laity 
to receive in both kinds, and fuch like: where- 
fore it requireth, that 1 prefer the antiquity of the 
primitive church, before the novelty of the Romifh 
church. 

Lincoln. Mr. Ridley, thefe faults which you charge 
the fee of Rome withal, are indeed no faults. For 
firft, it was never forbid the laity, but that they might, 
if they demanded, receive under both kinds. You 
know alfo, that Chrift after his refurrection, at the 
time he went with his apoftles to Galilee, opened him- 
felf by breaking of bread. You know that St. Paul 
after his long failing towards Rome, brake bread, and 
that the apoftles came together in breaking of bread, 
which dcclareth that it is not unlawful to adminifter 
the facrament under the form of bread only. And yet 
the church had juft occafion to decree, that the laity 
fhould receive in one kind only, thereby to take 
away an opinion of the unlearned, that Chrift was 
not wholly both flefh and blood, under the form of 
bread. Therefore to take away their opinion, and to 
eftablifh better the people's faith, the Holy Ghoft in 
the church thought fit to decree, that the laity 
fhould receive only in one kind; and it is no news 
for the church upon juft confideration to alter rites 
and ceremonies. For you read in the Acts of the 
Apoftles, that St. Paul writing to certain of the 
Gentiles, who had received the gofpel, biddeth them 
to abrtain from things ftifled, and from blood, fo 
that this feemeth to be an exprefs commandment: 
yet who will fay but that it is lawful to eat blood- 
ings ? How is ft lawful but by the permiffion of the 
church ? 

Ridley. My lord, fuch things as St. Paul enjoined 
to the Gentiles for a fuffeiance, by a little to win the 
Jews to Chrift, were only commandments oftimc,and 
refpectid not the fuccellbrs. 

After further deputation the following articles were 
read, and anfwers required the fuccceding day in St. 
Mary's church : 

The ARTICLES. 

IN the name of God, Amen. We John of Lincoln, 
James of Gloucefter, and John of Briftol, bifhops, 
&c. 

i. We do object to thee, Nicholas Ridley, and to 
thee Hugh Latimer, jointly and Severally, firft, that, 
thou Nicholas Ridley in this high univerfity of Oxford, 
in the year 1554, haft affirmed and openly defended and 
maintained, that the true and natural body of Chrift, 
after the confecration of the prieft, is not really prefent 
in the facrament of the altar. 

a. Item. That in the year aforefaid thou haft pub- 
licly affirmed and defended, that in the facrament of the 
altar remaineth ftill the fubftance of bread and wine. 

3. Item. That in the laid year thou haft openly af- 
firmed, and obftinately maintained, that in themafsis 
no propitiatory facrifice for the quick and the dead. 

4. Item. That in the year and place aforefaid, thefe 
the aforefaid aflertions folemnly had been condemned 
by the fchokftical cenfure of this fthool, as heretical 
and contrary to the catholic faith. 

5. Item. That all and Angular the premifes be true, 
notorious, and openly known by the public fame. 

Bishop LATIMER appraretb before the COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

BISHOP Latimer being brought in by the bailiffs 
according to orders, thus fpoke to the lords : 
Latimer. My lords, If I appear .again, I pray you 
not to fend for me until you be.re'ady. For I am an 
old man, and it is great hurt to mine old age to tarry fo 
long 
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lono- gazing upon the cold walls. Then faid the bifhop 

Ci Lincoln. Mr. Latimer, you fhnll underftand, that 
I and my lords here have a commiflion from my lord 
cardinal Poclc's grace, legate a latere to this realm of 
England, from our molt reverend father in God, the 
poke's hoiinefs, to examine you upon certain opinions 
and affertions of your's, which you, as well here openly 
in difputations in theyear of our Lord 1 554, as at fun- 
dry and at divers other times, did affirm, maintain, and 
obftinately defend. In which commiflion be fpecially 
two points ; the one which we muft defire you is, that 
jl you ihall now recant, revoke.and difannul thefeyour 
errors, and together with all this realm, yea, all the 
world, confefs the truth, we, upon due repentance on 
your part, {hall receive you, reconcile you, acknow- 
ledge you no longer a ftrayed ITieep, but adjoin you 
again to the unity of Chrift's church, from which you, 
in the time of fchifm, fell. So that it is no new place 
to which I exhort you; I defirc you to return thither 
from whence you went. 

Confider, Mr. Latimer, that without unity of the 
church there is no falvation, and in the church there 
be no errors. Therefore what mould hinder you to 
confefs that which all the realm confelTeth, to fbrfake 
that which their majefties the king and queen have re- 
nounced, and all the realm recanted : it was a common 
error, and it is now of all confefled: it will be no more 
fhame'to you than it was to us all. Confider, Mr. 
Latimer, that within thefe twenty years this realm alio 
with all the world confelTed one church, acknowledged 
in Chrift's church an he.id, and by what means, and 
for what occafion it cut off itfc'f from the reft ofchrifti- 
anity, and renounced that which in all times and ages 
was confefled, it is well known, and iTUght be now de- 
clared upon what good foundation the fee of Rome 
was forfaken, fave that we mult fpare therr! that are 
dead, to whom the rehearfal would be opprobrious ; 
it is no ufurped power, as it hath been termed, but 
founded upon Peter by Chrift, a fure foundation, a 
perfect builder; as by divers places, as well of the an- 
cient fathers, as by the exprefs word of God, may be 
proved. 

For Chrift fpake exprefsly to Peter, faying, Feed my 
fheep, and rule my iheep, which word doth not on!;' 
declare a certain ruling of Chrift's flock, but includeth 
atfo a certain pre-eminence and government ; and 
therefore is the king called a King from ruling: fo that 
in faying, Rule, Chrift declared a power which he gave 
to Peter, which jurifdiction and power Peter by hand 
delivered to Clement, and fo in allages it hath remained 
in the fee of Rome. This, if you will confefs with us, 
and acknowledge with all the realm your errors and 
ftlfe affertions, then will you do what we molt defire, 
then fliall we reft upon the firftpart of our commiflion, 
then mall we receive you, acknowledge you one of the 
church, and according to the authority given unto us, 
minifter unto you, upon due repentance, the benefit of 
abfolution. But if you (hall ftubbornly perfevere in 
your blindnefs, if you will not acknowledge your 
errors, if you, as you ftand alone, will be lingular in 
youropinions, if by fchifms and herefy you will divide 
yonrfclf from the church, then muft we proceed to the 
fecond part of the commiffion, which we would be 
loth to do, that is, not to condemn you, for that we 
cannot do (that the temporal' fword of the realm, and 
not we, will do), but 10 leparatc you from us, ac- 
knowledge you to be none of us, to renounce you as 
no member of the church, to declare that you are the 
ion of perdition, a loll child, and as you are a rotten 
member of the church, fo to cut you off from the 
church, and fo to commit you to the temporal judges, 
Permitting them to proceed againft you, according to 
the tenor of their laws. 

Therefore, Mr. Latimer, for God's love confider 
you reflate, remember you are a learned man, you have 
"Ken degrees in the fchools.bornethe officeofa biihop; 
remember you are an old man, fpare your body.'ac- 

eierate not your death, and efpecially remember your 
wuu health, and the peace of your confeience ; con- 



fider that if you mould die in this flare, you fhnll be a 
ftinking facrifice to God ; for it is Che caufe that mak- 
eth the martyr.and not the death: confider that if jou 
die in this ftute, you die without grace, for without the 
church can be no falvaiion. 

After the biihop had fomewhst pauf.'iJ, then Mr. 
Latimer lift up his head (for before he leaned on his 
elbow)and afked whether his lordlhiphad done fpeak- 
ing; and the bifhop anfwered, Yea. 

Latimer. Then will your lordfliip give me leave to 
fpeak .a word or two ? 

Lincoln. Yea, M. Latimer, fo that you ufe a mo- 
deft kind of talk, without railing or taunts. 

Latimer. Yourlordlhip gently cxhorud me in many 
words to come to the unity of the churi h. J confefs ■ 
(my lord J a catholic church, fpread throughout all the 
world, in which no man may err, without which unny 
of the church no man can be faved, but 1 know per- 
fectly by God's word, that this church is in all the 
world, aod hath not its foundation in Rome only, as 
you fay ; and methought your lordfhip brought a place 
out of the fcriptures to confirm the fame, that there 
was a jurifdiction given to Peter, in that Chrift bade 
him govern his people, indeed, my lord, Sr. Peter 
did his office well and truly, in that he was bid to go- 
vern ; but iince the bifliops of Rome have taken a new 
kind of government. Indeed they ought to govern, 
but how, my lord? Slot as they will themfelves; but 
this government muft he hedged in and ditched in. 
They muft rule, but according to the word, of God. 

The bifhop of Lincoln novy faid, that they came 
not to difpute with Mr. Latimer, but to take his de-, 
terminate anfwers to their articles, And fo began to 
propofe the fame articles which were propofed to Dr. 
Ridley, requiring biihop Latimer's answers to the 
firft. 

Latitner. I do not deny, my lord, that in the fa- 
crament by fpirit and grace is the very body and blood 
of Chrift, becaufe that every man by receiving bodily 
that bread and wine, fpiritually receiveth the body and 
blood of Chrift, and is made partaker thereby of the 
merits of Chrift's paflion : but I deny fiat the body . 
and blood of Chrift is in fuch manner in the facramenc 
as you would have it. 

The notaries took his an Twer affirmatively. 

Lincoln. What fay you, Mr. Latimer, to the fecond 
article? and recited the fame. 

.Latimer. There is, my lord, a change in the bread 
and wine, and fuch a change as jio power, but the 
omnipotency of Gnd can make, in that which before 
was bread, ihould now have the dignity to exhibit 
Chrift's body, and yet the bread is ftill bread, and the 
wine ftill wine ; for the change is not in the nature, but 
the dignity, becaufe now that which was commonbread 
hath the dignity to exhibit Chrift's body : for whereas 
it was common bread, it is now no more common 
breai', neither ought it to be fo taken, but as holy 
bread fanctified by God's word. 

So the notaries penned his anfwer in the affirma- 



Lincoln. What fay you to the third qucftion ? and 
recited the fame. 

Latimer. No, no, my lord, Chrifbmade one perfect 
facrifice for all the world, neither can any man offer 
him again, neither can the pricft offer up Chrift again 
for the fins of man, which he took away by offering 
himfelf once for all (as St. Paul faith) upon the crofs, 
neither is there any propitiation for our fins- faving his 
orofs only. 

So the notaries penned his anfwer to this article alfo 
a ffirmatively. 

Lincoln. What fay you to the fourth, Mr. Latimer? 
and then recited it. After the recital whereof, w hen Mr. 
Latimer anfwered nor, the bifhop afked whether he 
hef'trd him or no? 

^Latimer. Yes, but I do not underftand what you 
me. in thereby. 

4. C*^ . Lincoln. 
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Lincoln. Marry, only this, that thefe your affer- 
tions were condemned by Dr. Welton, as herelies ; is 
it no fo, Mr.. Latimer? 

Latimer. Yes, I think they were condemned. But 
how unjuftly, he that is a judge of all, knoweth. 

The notaries alfo took this anfwer affirmatively. 

Lincoln. What fay you, Mr. Latimer, to the fifth 
article? and then recited it. 

Latimer. I know not what you mean by thefe terms. 
I am no lawyer, I wifh you would propofe the matter 

Lincoln. In that we proceed according to the law, 
we mult ufe their terms alfo. The meaning only is this, 
that thefe your affcrtions are notorious, evil fpoken 
of, and yet common and frequent in the mouths of the 

^ Latimer. 1 cannot tell how much, nor what men talk 
of them. I come not fo much among them, in that 1 
have been fecluded a long time. What men report of 
them I know not, and care not. 

This anfwer taken, the bifhop of Lincoln faid, Mr. 
Latimer, we mean not that thefe your anfwers fhall be 
prejudicial' to you. To-morrow you fhall appear be- 
fore us again, and then it fhall be lawful for you to 
alter and change what you will. We give you refpitc 
till to-morrow, trufling that after you have pondered 
well all things againft that time, you will not beafham- 
ed to confefs the truth. 

The SECOND SESSION. 

THE next day following (which was the firft of 
October) fomewhat after eight o'clock, the faid 
lords repaired to St. Mary's church, and after they 
were fet in a high throne, well trimmed with cloth of 
tiffue andfilk, then appeared Dr. Ridley, who was fet 
at a framed table a good fpace from the bi (hop's feet, 
which table had a filk cloak caft over it, and the place 
was encompafied about in a quadrate form, partly for 
gentlemen who repaired thither, (for this was the fef- 
iions-day of goal-delivery ) and the heads of the univer- 
lity to fit, and partly to keep off the prefs of the au- 
dience: for the whole body, as well of the univerfity, 
as of the town, came hither to fee the end of thefe two 
perfons. After Dr. Ridley's appearance, and thefilence 
of the audience, the bifliop of Lincoln fpake in manner 
following. 

Lincoln. Mr. Ridley, yefterday when we challenged 
you for not uncovering your head, you excufed yourfelf 
of that whereof no man accufed you, in faying you did 
not put on your cap for any obftinacy towards us, 
who as touching our own perfons defired no fuch obe- 
dience of you, but only in refpedt of thofc whofe per- 
fons we bear ; neither (you faid) for any contempt that 
you bear to this worfhipful audience, which, although 
juftly, may yet, in this cafe, require no fuch humility 
of you; neither for any derogation of honour to my 
lord cardinal's grace, in that he is defcended from the 
royal blood, in that he is a man moft noble, both for 
-his excellent qualities and Angular learning ; for as 
touching thofe points, you faid, you would with all 
humility, honour, reverence, and worfhip his grace; 
but in that he is legate to the moft reverend father in 
God, the pope's holtnefs, (with that the bifhop, with 
all then prefent, put off their caps, but Dr. Ridley 
moved not his) you faid you neither could, nor would 
by any means be induced to give him honour : but for- 
•fmuch as this is the point, as we told you yefterday, 
why we require honour and reverence of you, we tell 
you now as we did then, unlefs you take the pains to 
move your bonnet, we will take care to caufe your 
bonnet to be taken from you, unlefs you pretend fick- 
nefs, as yefterday you did not. 

Ridley. I pretend now no other caufe than I did 
yefterday, that is, only that hereby it may appear, that 
not only in word and confeffion, but alfo by ail my 
gefture and behaviour, in no point I agree or admit 
any authority from the pope, and not for any pride 
of mind, (as God is my judge) neither for contempt 
of your lordfhips, or of this worfhipful audienc.-e, nei- 



ther for derogation of honour due to my lord cardinal' 5 
grace, as concerning thofe points which your lord, 
fhip fpake of, that is, his noble parentage, and fingu* 
lar graces in learning. And as for taking my cap away" 
your lordfhip may do as it fhall plcafe you, it fhall not 
offend me, but I fhall be content with your ordinance 
in that behalf. 

Lincoln. Forafmuch as you do now anfwer as you 
did yefterday, we muft do alfo as we did then, and 
forthwith one of the beadles very haftily fnatched his 
cap from his head. 

After this the bifhop of Lincoln began the exami- 
nation. 

Lincoln. Now, Mr. Ridley, what fay you to the firft 
article ? If you have brought your anfw er in writing, 
we will receive it : but if you have written any other 
matter, we will not receive it. 

Then Dr. Ridley took a fheet of paper out of his 
bofom, and began to read that which he had written; 
but the bifhop of Lincoln commanded the beadle to 
take it from him. But he defired licenfe to read it, 
faying, that it was nothing but his anfwers, but the 
bifhop would in no wife fuffer him. 

With that Dr. Ridley, feeing no remedy, delivered 
it to an officer, who immediately delivered it to the 
bifhop of Lincoln, who after he had fecretly communi- 
cated it to the other two bifhops, declared the fenfe, 
but would not read it as it was written, faying, that it 
contained words of blafphemy. 

Then the bifhop of Lincoln recited the firft article, 
and required Dr. Ridley's anfwer to it. Then Dr. Rid- 
ley faid, that his anfwer was there in writing, and de. 
fired that it might be publifhed ; but the bifhop would 
not read the whole, but here and there a piece of it. So 
the notaries took his anfwer, that he referred him to 
his anfwer in writing exhibited now, and alfo before at 
the time of difputation, Dr. Welton being prolocutor. 

In like manner the bifhop of Lincoln recited the fe- 
cond article, and required an anfwer, and Dr. Ridley 
referred tp him his anfwer in writing exhibited now, 
and alfo before at the time of difputation : and like 
anfwers were taken to all the reft of the articles. 

Thefe anfw ers in this manner rehearfed, taken and 
penned by the notaries, the bifhop of Gloucefier began 
an exhortation to move Dr. Ridley to turn. 

Cloucejlcr. If you would once empty your ftomach, 
captivate your fenfes, fubdue your reafon.and together 
with us confider what a feeble ground of your religion 
you have, 1 do not doubt but you might eafilybe 
brought to acknowledge one church with us, toconfefs 
one faith with us, and to believe one religion with us. 
For what a weak and feeble flay in religion is this, I 
pray you ? Latimer leaneth to Crarimer, Cranmer to 
Ridley, and Ridley to the Angularity of his own wit: fo 
that if" you overthrow the Angularity of Ridley's wit, 
then muft needs the religion of Cranmer and Latimer 
fall alfo. You remember well, Mr. Ridley, that the pro- 
phet fpcaketh moft truly, faying, Woe, woe be to them 
which are Angular and wife in their own conceits. 

But you will fay here, it is true that the prophet faith: 
but how know you, that I am wife in mine own conceit! 
Yes, Mr. Ridley, you refufe the determination of the 
catholic church ; you muft needs be Angular and wife 
in your own conceit, for you bring fcripture for the 
proof of your affertions, and we alfo bring fcriptures: 
you underftand them in one fenfe, and we in another. 
How will you know the truth herein ? If you ftand to 
your own interpretation, then you are Angular in your 
own conceit : but if you fay you will follow the minds 
of the doctors and ancient fathers, likely you under- 
ftand them in one meaning, and we take them in ano- 
ther : how will you know the truth herein ? If you 
ftand to your own judgment, then are you Angular in 
your own conceit, then can you not avoid the woe 
which the prophet fpeaketh of. 

Wherefore if you have no ftay but the catholic churcn 
in matters of controverfy, except you will reft up°5 
the Angularity and wifdom of your own brain, if t" e 
prophet moft truly faith, Woe, woe be ro them thatare 
wife in their own conceit : then for Gad's love, V<- 
\ Ridle). 
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Ridley, ftand not Angular, be not you wife in your 
own conceit, pleafe not yourfelf overmuch. How were 
the Arians, the Manichees, Eutychians, with divers 
other heretics which have been in the church, how, I 
pray you, were they fupprefTed and convinced ? By 
reafoning in difputations ? No truly, the Arians had no 
more places for the confirmation of their herefy, than 
the catholics for the defence of the truth. How then 
were they convinced ? Only by the determination of the 
church. And indeed except we do conftitute the 
church our foundation, ftay, and judge, we can have no 
end of controverfies, no end of difputations. For in 
that we all bring fcriptures and doctors for the proof of 
our affertions, who fhould be judge of this our contro- 
verfy? If we ourfelves then be Angular and wife in our 
own conceits, then cannot we avoid the woe that the 
prophet fpeaketh of. 

It remaineth therefore that we fubmit ourfelves to 
the determination and arbitrement of the church, with 
whom God promifed to remain to the world's end, to 
whom he promifed to fend the Holy Gholt which 
fhould teach it the truth. Wherefore, Mr. Ridli 



will 



id the woe that the prophet fpeaketh of, I 
fe in your own judgment! if you u ill n 



and lingular in your own judgment, captivate jour own 
underftanding, fubdue your reafon, and fubmit your- 
felf to the determination of the church. 

This is briefly the fum of the oration of the bifhop 
of Glouccfter, by which he endeavoured in many more, 
words, amplifyng and enlarging the matter elo- 
quently with fundry points of rhetoric to move affec- 
tions, to perfuade Dr. Ridley to turn and forfake his 
religion. 

To whom Dr. Ridley anfwered in few words, That 
he faid moft truly with the prophet, Woe be to him that 
is wife in his own conceit ; but that he acknowledgeth 
no fueh Angularity in him, nor knew any caufe why he 
ihould attribute fo much to himfelf. And whereas he 
faid bifliop Cranmer leaned to him, that was mod un- 
true, in that he was but a young fcholar in comparifon 
of Dr. Cranmer s for when he was but a young fcholar, 
Mr. Cranmer was then a doctor 5 fo that he confelTed 
Mr. Cranmer might have been his fchoolmafter for 
many years. It feemed that he would have fpoke more, 
but the bifhop of Gloucefter interrupted him, faying: 

Why, Mr. Ridley, it is your own confeffion, for Mr. 
Latimer, at the time of his difputation, confeficd his 
learning to lie in Mr. Cranmer's books, and Mr. Cran- 
mer alfo faid that it was your doing. 

The bifhop of Lincoln likewife with many words, 
and gently holding his cap in his hand, defired him to 
turn. But Dr. Ridley made an abfolute anfwer, That he 
was fully perfuaded the religion which he defended to 
be grounded upon God's word, and therefore without 
great offence towards God, great peril and damage of 
his foul, he could not forfake his mafler and Lord God; 
but defired the bifhop to perform his grant, in that his 
lordfhip faid the day before, that he fhould have licenfe 
to Ihew his caufe, why he could not with a fafe con- 
ference admit the authority of the pope. But the 
bifhop of Lincoln faid, that whereas then he had de- 
manded licenfe to fpeak three words, he was contented 
then that he fhould fpeak forty, and that grant he would 
perform. 

Then ftepped forth Dr. Wefton, who fat by, and 
laid, Why, my lord, he hath fpoken four hundred al- 
ready. 

Dr. Ridley confeffed he had, but they were not of 
his prefcribed number, neither of that matter. The 
bifhop of Lincoln bade him take his licenfe: but he 
ihould fpeak but forty, and then he would tell them 
upon his fingers : and prefently Dr. Ridley began to 
fpeak : but before he had ended half a fentence, the 
doctors fitting by, cried out, and faid, that his number 
Was out: and with that he was put to filence. 

• A l ter this the bifhop of Lincoln, who fat in the 
midft, did judge and condemn the faid Nicholas-Ridley 
as an heretic, a.rd fo adjudged him prefently, to be de- 
graded from the degree of a bifhop, from priefthood, 

30*^ eccle fi a flical order; declaring moreover the faid 



Nicholas Ridley to be no member of the church, and 
therefore committed him to tbc fecular powers, of them 
to receive due punifhment according to tnt tenor of the 
temporal laws ; and further excommunicating him by 
the great excommunication. 

The laft APPEARANCE and EXNMINATlON of 
Bishop LATIMER before the COMMISSIONERS. 

THIS fentence being publifhed by the bifhop of 
Lincoln, Dr. Ridley was committed as a prifoner 
to the mayor, and immediately Mr. Latimer was fent 
for: but in the mean time the carpet or cloth which lay 
upon the table whereat Dr. Ridley flood, was removed, 
becaufe (as men reported) Mr. Latimer had never the 
degree of a doctor, as Dr. Ridley had. But as foon as 
Mr Latimer appeared, as he did the da\ before, per- 
ceiving no cloth upon the table, he laid his hat, which 
was an old felt, under his elbows, and immediately 
fpoke to the commiffioners, faying : 

Latimer. My lords, I befeech your lordfhips to fet 
a better order here at _\ our entrance : for I am an old 
man, and have a very fore back, fo that the prefs of 
the multitude doth me much harm. 

Lincoln. 1 am forry, Mr. La imer, for your hurt. 
With that Mr. Latimer thanked his lordfhip. 

Mr. Latimer, although yefterday, after we had taken 
your anfwers to thofe articles which we propofed, we 
might have juftly proceeded to judgment againft you, 
efpecially in that you required the fame ; yet wc having 
a good hope of your returning, defiring not your de- 
ftruction, but rather that you would recant, revoke your 
errors, and turn to the catholic church, deferred farther 
procefs till this day; and now according to the appoij|t*. 
ment, we have called you before us, to hear whether 
you are content to revoke your heretical affertions, and 
fubmit yourfelf to the determination of the church, as 
we moft heartily defire, and I for my part, as I did 
yefterday, moft earneftly do exhort you, or to know 
whether you perfevere ftill the man that you were, for 
which we would be forry. 

It feemed that the bifhop would have farther pro- 
ceeded, if Mr. Latimer had not interrupted him by 
faying : 

Your lordfhip doth often repeat the catholic church, 
as though 1 fhould deny the fame. No, my lord, I 
confefs there is a catholic church, to the determination 
of which I will ftand, but not the church which you 
call catholic, which ought rather to be termed diabolic. 

To the firft article 1 anfwer now as I did yefterday, 
that in the facrament the worthy receiver receiveth the 
very body of Chrift, and drinketh his blood by the 
fpirit and grace. But after a corporal being, which 



The notaries took his anfwer affirmatively. For the 
fecond article he referred himfelf to his anfwers made 

After this the bifhop of Lincoln recited the third 
article, and required a determinate anfwer. 

Latimer. Chrift made one oblation and facrifice for 
the fins of the whole world, and that a perfect facrifice; 
neither needeth there to be any other, neither can there 
be any other propitiatory facrifice. 

In like manner did he anfwer to the other articles, not 
varying from his anfwers made the day before. 

After his anfwers were penned by the notaries, and 
the bifhop of Lincoln had exhorted him in like manner 
to recant as he did Dr. Ridley, and revoke his errors 
^ind falfe affertions, and Mr. Latimer had anfwered that 
he neither would nor could deny his mafter Chrift and 
his verity, the bifhop of Lincoln defired Mr. Latimer 
to hearken to him : and then Mr. Latimer hearkening 
for fome new matter and other talk, the bifhop of Lin- 
coln read his condemnation, after which the faid three 
bifhops brake up their feffions, and difmifled the audi- 
ence. And fo Dr. Ridley and Mr. Latimer continu- 
ed incuftody till the t6th day of the faid month of 
October. 

4-R ,4 COPY 
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A COPY »/Dk. RIDLEY'S SUPPLICATION written 
to the QU EEN and given to his Brother to be prefented. 

MAY it pleafe your majefty.for Chrift our Saviour's 
fake, in a matter of confcience (and not for my- 
felf, but for o.her poor men) to vouchfafe to hear and 
underftand this humble fupplication. It is fo (honour- 
able princefs) that in the time while I was in the mini- 
•ftry of the fee of London, divers poor men, tenants 
thereof, have taken new lcafes of their tenantries and 
holding : and fome have renewed and changed their old, 
and therefore have paid fines and fums of money, both 
to me and io the chapter of St. Paul's, for the confirma- 
tion of the fame. 

Now I fay, that the bifhop, who at prefent occupieth 
the fame room, will not allow the aforefaid leafes, which 
muft redound to many a poor man's utter ruin and 
decay. Wherefore this is mine humble fupplication 
unto your honourable grace, that it may pleafe the fame, 
for Chrift's fake, to be unto the aforefaid poor men 
their gracious patronefs and defender, either that they 
may enjoy their aforefaid leafes and years renewed, as I 
fuppofe when their matter fliall be heard with confcience, 
both jullice, confcience, and equity mail require, for 
that their leafes fliall be found (I truft) made without 
fraud or cunning, either on their part, or of mine, and 
always alfo the old rents referved to the fee, without any 
kind of damage thereof: or if this will not be granted, 
then that it may pleafe your gracious highnefs, to com- 
mand that the poor men may be reftored to their former 
leafes and years, and to have rendered to them again 
fuch fums of money as they paid to me and to the 
Chapter-houfe for their leafes and years, fo now taken 
from them. Which thing, concerning the fines paid 
to me, may be eafily done, if it fliall pleafe your ma- 
jelty to command fome portion of thofe goods which I 
left in my houfe, when I fled in hope of pardon for my 
trefpafs towards your grace, which goods (as I have 
heard) be yet referved in the fame houfe. I fuppofe 
that half the value of my plate that I left in mine offices, 
and efpecially in an iron-cheft in my bed-chamber, will 
go nigh to reflore all fuch fines received, the true fums 
and parcels whereof are not fet in their leafes : and. 
therefore if that way fhall pleafe your highnefs, they 
muft be known by fuch ways and means, as your ma- 
jefty, by the advice of men of wifdom and confcience, 
fhall appoint : but yet, for Chrift's fake, I crave and 
humbly befeech your majefty, of your gracious pity and 
mercy, that the former way may take place. 

I have alfo a poor fitter that came to me out of the 
north, with three fatherlefs children, whom I married 
after to a fervant of mine own houfe: fhe is put out of 
that which I did provide for them. I befeech your 
honourable grace, that her cafe may be mercifully con- 
lidercd, and that the rather, in contemplation that I 
never had of him, which fuffered indurance at my en- 
trance into the fee of London, not one penny of his 
moveable goods, for it was almoft half a year after his 
depofition before 1 entered into that place; yea, and 
alfo if any were left, known to be his, he had licenfe to 
carry it away, or there for his ufe it did lie fafe, as his 
officers do know. 1 paid for the lead which I found 
there, when I occupied any of it to the behoof of the 
church, or of the houfe. And moreover, I had not only 
no part of his moveable goods, but alfo (as his old re- 
ceiver, arid then mine, called Mr. Stanton, can teftify) 
I paid for them towards his feryants common liveries and 
wages, after his depofition, fifty-three or fifty-five 
pounds, I cannot tell which. 

In all thefe matters 1 befeech your honourable majefty 
to hear the advice of men of confcience, and efpecially 
the archbiftiop of York ; which for that he was con- 
tinually in my houfe a year and more, before mine im- 
prifonment, I fuppofe he is not altogether ignorant of 
fome part of thefe things; and alfo his grace doth know 
my filter, for whofe fuccour, and fome relief, now unto 
your highnefs I make humble fuit. 

N. R. 

Oiflober 16, 1 555. 



The degradation being paft, and all things finilhed, 
£>r. Brooks called the bailiffs, delivering to them Dr. 
Ridley, with this charge, to keep him fafely from any 
man fpeaking with him, and that he fliould be brought 
to the place of execution when they were commanded. 
Then Dr. Ridley, in praifing God, burft out in thefe 
words, and faid, God, I thank thee, and to thy praifebe 
it fpoken, there is none of you able to lay to my charge 
any open or notorious crime : for if you could, it would 
furely be laid in my lap, I fee very well. Whereunto 
Brooks faid, he played the part of a proud pharifee, ex- 
alting and praifing himfelf. 

But Dr. Ridley faid, No, no, no, as I have faid before, 
to God's glory be it fpoken. I confefs myfelf to" be a 
miferable wretched finner, and have great need of God's 
help and mercy, and do daily call and cry for the fame: 
therefore I pray you have no fuch opinion of me. Then 
in going away, a certain warden of a college, advifed 
Dr. Ridley to repent and forfake that erroneous opinion. 
Whereunto Dr. Ridley faid, Sir, repent you, for you 
are out of the truth : and, I pray God (if it be his blefled 
will) have mercy upon you, and grant you the under. 
Handing of his word. 

The BEHAVIOUR of 'Dr. RIDLEY at his SUPPER, 
the Night before his Suffering. 

THE night before he fuffered, his beard was wafhed 
and his legs ; and as he fat at fuppcr, the fame 
night, at the houfe of Mr. Irifli, (who was his keeper) 
he afked his hoftefs, and the reft at the table, to his 
marriage : tor, faid he, to-morrow I muft be married, 
and fo fliewed himfelf to be as merry as ever he was at 
any time before. And wifhing his fifrerat his marriage, 
he afked his brother, fitting at the table, whether (he 
could find in her heart to be there or no : and he an- 
fwered, Yea, I dare fay, with all her heart. At which 
word he faid, He was glad to hear of her fo much there- 
in. At this difcourfe Mrs. Irifli wept. 

But Dr. Ridley comforted her, and faid, O Mrs. Irifh, 
you love me not now, I fee well enough ; for in that you 
w eep, it doth appear you will not be at my marriage, 
neither are content therewith. Indeed you be not fo 
much my friend as I thought you had been. But quiet 
yourfelf, though my breakiaft fhall be fomewhat fharp 
and painful, yet 1 am fure my fupper fhall be more plca- 
fant and fweet. 

When they arofe from- the table, his brother offered 
to flay all night with him. But he faid, No, no, tnat 
you fliall not. For I intend (God « illing) to go to bed, 
and to fleep as quietly to night, as ever 1 did in my life. 
So his brother departed, exhorting him to be of good 
cheer, and to take his crofs quietly, for the reward w a 3 
great, &c. 

the BEHAVIOUR of Dr. RIDLEY and Mr. 
LATIMER, at the TIME of their DEATH, 
Odlober 16, 155s- 

UPON the north fide of the town, in the ditch over- 
againft Baliol-college, the place of execution was 
appointed : and for fear of any tumult that might arife 
to hinder the burning of them, the lord Williams was 
commanded by the queen's letters, and the houfeholders 
of the city to be there affiftant, fufficiently appointed; 
and when every thing was in readinefs, the prifoners 
were brought forth by the mayor and bailiffs. 

Ur. Ridley had a fair black gown furred, and faced 
with foins, fuch as he was wont to wear being bifhop, 
and a tippet of velvet furred likewife about his neck, a 
velvet night-cap upon his head, and a corner-cap upon 
the fame, going in a pair of flippers to the ftake, and 
going between the mayor and an alderman, See. 

Alter him came Mr. Latimer in a poor Briftow freeze 
frock much torn, with his buttoned cap and kerchief 
on his head, all ready to the fire, a new long fhroud 
hanging over his hofe down to the feet : which at the 
firft fight ftirred men's hearts to pity them, beholding 
on the one fide the honour they fometime had, and on 
the other the calamity whereunto they were fallen. 

Dr. Ridley, as he paffed toward Bocardo, looked up 
where Dr. Cranmer lay, hoping belike to have fecn 
him 
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him at theglafs window, and to have fpoke unto him: 
But Dr. Cranmer was then bufy with friar Soto and his 
fellows difputing together, fo that he could not fee him 
through that occafion. Then Dr. Ridley looking back; 
cfpied Mr. Latimer coming after. Unto whom he 
faid Oh, be you there? Yea, faid Mr. Latimer, have 
after as fa ft as I can follow. So he following a pretty 
way off, at length they came to the ftake, the one after 
theother, where firft Dr. Ridley entering the place, mar- 
velloufly and earneftly holding up both his hands, 
looked towards heaven : then fhortlv after feeing Mr. 
Latimer with a wondrous chearful look he ran to him, 
embraced and kiffed him, and as they that ftood near 
reported, comforted him, faying; Be of good heart, 
brother, for God will either affuage the fury of the 
flame, or elfe ftrengthen us to abide it. 

With that he went to the flake, kneeled down by it; 
and earneftly prayed, and behind him Mr. Latimer 
kneeled, as earneftly calling upon God as he. After 
they arofe.the one talked with the other a little while, 
till thofe who were appointed to fee the execution re- 
moved themfelves put of the fun. What they faid I 
can learn of no man. 

Then Dr. Smith began his fermon to them upon 
this text of St. Paul; in the 13th chapter of the firft 
cpiftle to the Corinthians: " It I yield my body to the 
fire to be burnt, and have not charity, I lhall gain no- 
thing thereby." Wherein he alledged, that the good- 
nefs of the caufe, and not the order of death, maketh 
the holinefsof the perfon: which he confirmed by the 
examples of Judas, "and of a woman in Oxford that of 
late hanged herlllf, for that they and iuch like as he 
recited, might then be adjudged righteous, which def- 
perately feparated their lives from their bodies, as he 
feared that thofe men that ftood before. him would do 
But he cried ftill to the people to bev.aie o; them, for 
they were heretics, and died out of the cnurch. And 
on theother fide, he declared their divi rfities in opi- 
nions, as Lutherans, Oeeolampadians, Zuinglians, of 
which feet they were he faid, and that was the worft : 
but the old church of Chi 1 ft, and the catholic faith, 
believed far orherwife. At which place they lifted up 
both their hands and eyes to heaven, as it were calling. 
God to witnefs of the truth. Which countenance they 
made in many other places of his fermon, where they 
thought he fpake amifs. He ended with a very lhort 
exhortation to them to recant and come home again to 
the church, and fave their lives and fouls, which elfe 
were condemned. His fermon was fcarce in all a 
quarter of an hour. 

Dr. Ridley faid to Mr. Latimer, Will you begin to 
anftter the fermon, or fhall I? Mr. Larimer faid, Be-, 
gin you firft, I pray you. I will, faid Dr. Ridley. 

Then the wicked fermon being ended, Dr. 'Ridley 
and M'. Latimer kneeled down 'on their knees to my 
lord Williams of Tame, ihe vice-chancellor of Oxford, 
and divers other commi.l oners appointed for that pur- 
pofe, who fat upon a form thereby. Unto whom Dr. 
Ridley faid, I befeech you, my lord, even for Chnft's 
fake, that I may fpeak bur two or three words: and 
whilft my lord bent his head to the mayor and vice- 
chancellor, to know (as it appeared) whether he might 
have leave to fpeak, the bailiffs, and Dr. Marfhal, the 
vice-chancellor, ran haltily ui.to him, and with their 
hands flopped his mouth, and faid, Mr. Ridley, if you 
will revoke your erroneous opinions, and recant the 
fame, you fhall not only havelibertv fo to do, but alfo 
the benefit of a fubjecl, that is, have your life. Not 
otherwife? faid Dr. Ridley. No, quoth Dr. Marfhal: 
therefore if you will not do fo, then there is no remedy 
but you mull fuffer for your deferts. Well, fays Dr. 
Ridley, fo long as the breath is in my body, I will 
never deny my Lord Chrift, and his known truth : 
God's will be done in me. And with that he rofe up, 
and faid with a loud voice, Well then I commitourcaufe 
to Almighty God, who will indifferently judge all. 

To which Mr. Latimer added his old pofey, Well, 
there is nothing hid but it fhall be opened : and he faid 
»e could anfwer Smith well enough, if He might be fuf- 



fered: Incontinently they were commanded to make 
themfeives ready, which they with all meeknefs obeyed. 
Dr; Ridley took his gown and his tipper, and ga\e it to 
his brother-in-law Mr. Shipfide, who all the time of 
Kis imprifomnent; although he might. not be fuffcred 
to come to him, lay there at his own charges to provide 
him necefTaries, which from time to time he fent him 
by the ferjeant that kept him. Some other of his ap- 
parel that was little worth he gave away, the others the 
bailiffs took away. 

He gave away divers other fmall things to gentlemen 
Handing by, and divers of them pitifully weeping; to 
Sir Henry Lea he gave a new groat, and to divers of 
my lord Williams's gentlemen, fome napkins, fome 
nutmegs, and races of ginger, his dial, and 1'm.h other 
things. as he had about him, to every one thai ftoo i nexc 
him. Some plucked the points off his hofe. Happy 
was he that might get any rag of him. 

Mr. Latimer gave nothing, but very quietly fuffcred 
his keeper to pull off his hofe, and his other 3rray which 
to look unto was very Ample j and being ftripped into 
his fhroud, he fetmed as comely a perfon to them that 
were there prefentj as one could well fee j and whereas 
in his cloaths he appeared a withered and filly, old. 
man, he now ftood bolt upright; as comely a father 
as one might behold. 

Then Dr. Ridley ftanding as yet in his trufs, faid to 
his brother, It were belt for me to go in my trufs ftill. 
No, fays his brother, it will put you to more pain : and 
the trufs will do a poor man good. Whereunto Dr. 
Ridley faid, Be it in the name of God, and fo unlaced 
himl'elf. 'I hen being in his fhirt, he ftood upon the 
atbrefaid (tone, and held up his hand and. faid, O hea- 
venly Father, 1 give unto thee mod hearty thanks, fox 
that thou hall called me to be a profeflbr of thee, even 
unto death ; I befeech thee. Lord God, have mercy on 
this realm of England,, and deliver the fame from all 
her enemies. 

Then the fmith took a chain of iron, and brought 
the fame about boththeir middles: and as he was knock- 
ing in the ftaple, Dr. Ridley took the chain in.his hand 
and fliaked it, for it did gird in his belly; and looking 
afide to the fmith, faid, Good fellow, knock it in hard, 
for the flelb will have it's courfe. Then his brother 
brought him a bag of gunpowder, and tied it about his 
neck'. Dr. Ridley afked him what it was, his brother 
faid gunpowder. Then, faid he, I will lake it to be fent 
of God 4 therefore 1 will receive it as fent from him. And 
have you any, faid he, for my brother? (meaning Mr. 
Latimer.) Yea, fir, that 1 have, fays his brother. Then 
give it unto him, (aid he, betime, left you come too late. : 
So his brother went and carried fome gunpowder to 
Mr. Latimer. 

In the mean time Dr. Ridley fpake unto my lord 
Williams, and faid, My lord, 1 muft be a fuitor unto 
your lordfhip in the behalf of divers poor men, and 
efpecially in the caufe of my poor fifter: I have made 
a fu pi cation to the queen's mijefty in their behalf. I 
befeech your lordfhip, for Chrift's fake, to be a mean to 
her grace for them. My brother here hath the Appli- 
cation, and will refort to your lordfhip to certify you 
hereof". There is nothing in all the world that troubleth. 
my confeience, (1 praife God) this only excepted. 
Whilft I was in the fee of London, divers poor men 
took leafes of me, and agreed with me for the fame. 
Now I hear fay the bifhop that now occupieth the fame 
room, will not allow my grants to them made, but 
contrary to all law and confeience, hath taken from 
them their livings, and will not fuffer them to enjoy 
the fame. I befeech you, my lord, be a means for them: 
you fhall do a good deed, and God will reward you. 

Then they brought a lighted faggot, and laid it at 
Dr. Ridley's feet. Thereupon Mr. Latimer faid, Be 
of good comfort, Mr. Ridley, and play the man, wc 
fhall this day light iuch a candle by God's grace in 
England, as I truft never fhall be put out. When Dr. 
Ridley faw the fire flaming up towards him, he cried 
with a wonderful loud voice, Into thy hands, O Lord, 
I commend my fpirit : Lord, receive my fpiric ; and 
'I after repeated this often, Lord, Lord, receive, my 
4 S fpir't. 
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fpirit. Mr. Latimer cried as vehemently on the other 
fide, O Father of heaven receive my foul : who receiv- 
ed the flanie as it were embracing of it. After he had 
ftroked his face with his hands, and as it were:bathed 
them a little in the fire, he foon died, (as it appeareth) 
•with very little or ho pain* And thus much concern- 
ing this old and faithful fervant of God, Bp. Latimer, 
for whofe laborious travels, fruitful life, and conftant 
death, the whole realm hath caufe to give thanks to 
Almighty God. 

But Da Ridley, by the ill making of the fire, the fag- 
gots being green, and built too high about the gofs, fo 
that the hre being . kept down by the green wood, bur- 
ned fiercely beneath, which put him to fuch exquifite 
pain, that he defircd them for God's fake" to let the fire 
come unto him ; which his brother-in-law heard, but 
not well underftood, intending him to rid him of his 
pain, (for which caufe he gave attendance) as one in 
liich forrow, not well advifed what he did, heaped fag- 
gots upon him, fo that he clean covered him, which 
made the fire more vehement beneath, that it burned 
clean all his. nether parts, before it touched the upper, 
and that made him leap up and down under the fag- 
gots, and often defire them to let the fire come to him, 
faying, I cannot burn. Which indeed plainly appear- 
ed : for after his legs were confumed by reafon of his 
firuggling through the pain, (whereof he had no rc- 
leafe, but only the comfort he had from God) he (hew- 
ed that fide towards us clean, fhirt and all untouched 
with flame. Yet in all his torment he forgot not to call 
upon God ftill, having in his mouth, Lord have mercy 
upon me, intermingling his cry, Let the fire come 
unto me, I cannot burn. In which pains he laboured 
till one of the ftanders by, with his bill, pulled off the 
faggots above, and where he faw the fire flame up, he 
wrefted himfelf to that fide. And when the fire touch- 
ed the gunpowder, he was feen to ftir no more, but 
burned on the other fide, falling down at Mr. Latimer's 
feet: which fome faid, happened by reafon that the 
chain loofed, others faid, that he feli over the chain, 
by reafon of the poife of his body, and the weaknefs of 
the nether limbs. 

In a farewell letter written to all true friends in 
God, Dr. Ridley concluded with this fharp admoni- 
tion to Papifts; 

Inltead of the Lord's holy table, they give the people 
with much folemn difguifing a thing which they call 
their mafs, but indeed and in truth, it is a very mafk- 
ing and mockery of the true fupper of the Lord ; or 
rather I may call it a crafty juggling, whereby thefe 
falfe thieves and jugglers have bewitched the minds of 
the fimple people, that they have brought them from 
the true worfhip of God unto pernicious idolatry, and 
make them to believe that to be Chrift our Lord and 
Saviour, which indeed is neither God nor man, nor hath 
any life in itfelf, but in fubftances is the creature of 
bread and wine, and in ufe of the Lord's table is the 
iacrament of Chrift's body and, blood: and for this 
holy ufe, for which the Lord hath ordained them in his 
table, to reprefent unto us his blefled body torn upon 
the crofs for us, and his blood there fhed, it pleafed 
him to call them his body and blood: which under- 
itanding Chrift declareth to be his true meaning, when 
he faith, Do this in remembrance of me. And again, 
St. Paul likewife doth fet out the fame more plainly, 
fpeaking of the fame facrament, after the words of 
confecration, faying, As often as ye fliall eat of this 
bread and drink of this cup, ye fhall fet forth (he mean- 
eth with the fame) the Lord's death until his coming 
again. And here again thefe thieves have alfo robbed 
the people of the Lord's cup, contrary to the plain 
words of Chrift written in his gofpel* 

Although the caufe of the true man (lain of the thief, 
helping his neighbour to recover his goods again, and 
the caufe for which I am to be put to death, in a gene- 
rality is both one (as 1 faid before) ; yet know ye that 
there is no fmall difference. Thefe thieves againft 
whom I do Hand, are much worfe than the robbers 
and thieves of the borders. The goods which they Heal 
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I are much more precious, and their kinds of fight ar e 
J far different. Thefe thieves are worfe (I fay) for they 
I are cruel, more wicked, more falfe, more deceitful, and 
crafty : for thofe will but kill the body, but thefe will 
kill both body and foul. Thofe, for the general theft 
and robbery, be called, and are indeed, thieves and 
robbers ; but thefe for their fpi ritual kind of robbery, 
are called Sacrilegi, as you would fay, Church-robbers! 
They are more wicked : for thofe go about to fpoil men 
of worldly things, worldly riches, gold and filver, and 
worldly fubftance; thefe go about in the ways of the 
devil their fpiritual father, to fteal from the univerfal 
church, and particularly from every man, all heavenly 
treafure, true faith, true charity, and hope of falvation 
in the blood of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, yea, to fpoil 
us of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, of his gofpel, of his hea- 
venly Spirit, and of the heavenly heritage of the king- 
dom of heaven, fo dearly purchafed unto us, with the 
death of our Matter and Saviour Chrift. 

Thefe church-robbers be alfo much more falfe, crafty, 
and deceitful, than the thieves upon the borders ; for 
thefe have not the craft foto commend their theft, that 
they dare avouch it, and therefore as acknowledging 
themfelves to be evil; they fteal commonly in the night, 
they dare not appear in judgments and feffions, where 
juftice is executed, and when they are taken and brought 
thither, they never hang any man, but they be often, 
times hanged for their faults. But thefe church-rob. 
bers can fo cloak and colour their fpiritual robbery, 
that they can make people to believe falfhood to be 
truth, and truth falfhood ; good to be evil, and evil 
goods light to be darknefs, and darknefs light; fuper- 
ftition to be true religion, and idolatry to be the true 
worfhip of God; and that which is in fubftance the 
creature of bread and wine, to be no.other fubftance 
but only the fubftance of Chrift the living Lord, both 
God and man. 

The kind of fight againft thefe church-robbers is 
alfo of another Tort and kind, than that is. which is 
againft the thieves of the borders. For there the true 
men go forth againft them with fpcar and lance, with 
bow and bill, and all fuch kind of bodily weapons 
as the true men have : but here as the enemies be of 
another nature, fo the watchmen of Chrift's flock, the 
warriors that fight in the Lord's war, muft be armed, 
and fight with another kind of weapons and armour. 
For here the enemies of God, the foldiers of Ami- 
chrift, although the battle is fet. forth againft the 
church by mortal men, being flefh and blood, and 
neverthelefs members of their father the devil, yet for 
that thcir grand matter is the power of darknefs, their 
members are fpiritual wickednefs, wicked fpirits, 
fpirits of errors, of hcrefies, of all deceit and ungod- 
lincfs, fpirits of idolatry, fuperftition and hypocrify, 
which are called by St. Paul, principalities and powers, 
lords of the world, rulers of the darknefs of this world, 
and fpiritual fubtilties concerning heavenly things; 
therefore our weapons muft be fit and meet to fight 
againft fuch, not carnal nor bodily weapons, as fpear 
and lance, but fpiritual and heavenly : we. mult fight 
againft fuch with the armour of God, not intendingto 
kill their bodies, but their errors, their falfe craft and 
herefies, their idolatry, fuperftition, and hypociify, 
and to fave (as much as lieth in us) both their bodies 
and their fouls. 

And therefore, as St. Paul teacheth us, " We fight not 
againft fielh and blood," that is, we fight not with bo- 
dily weapons to kill the man, but with the weapons of 
God to put to flight his wicked errors and vice, and to 
fave both body and foul. Our weapons therefore are 
faith, hope, charity, righteoufnefs, truth, patience, 
prayer unto God ; and our fword wherewith we finite 
our enemies, beat and batter and bear down all falfhood, 
is the Word of God. With thefe weapons, under the 
banner of the crofs of Chrift, wc do fight, ever having 
our eye upon our grand mafter and captain, Chrift ; and 
then we reckon ourfclves to triumph and to win the 
crown of everlafttng blifs, when enduring in this battle 
without any fhrinking or yielding to the enemies, after 
the exnmplcof our grand captain Chrift.our mafter,a«« r 
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the example of his holy prophets, apoftles, and mar- 
tyrs, when (I fay) we are (lain in our mortal bodies by 
our enemies, and are moft cruelly and without all mercy 
murdered down like a flock of flieep. And the more 
cruel, the more painful, the more vile and fpiteful the 
kind of death is whereunto we be put, the more glorious 
in God, the more blefled and happy we reckon (with- 
out all doubts) our martyrdom to be. 

And thus much, dear lovers and friends in God, my 
countrymen and kinsfolk, I have fpoke for your com- 
fort, left at my death ye might be abalhed, or think 
any evil : whereas ye have rather caufe to rejoice (if ye 
love me indeed) that it hath pleafed God to call me to 
a greater honour and dignity, thart ever I did enjoy 
before, either in Rochefter, or in the fee of London, or 
ever fliould have had in the fee of Durham, whereunto 
1 was laft of all elected and named : yea, I count it 
greater honour before God indeed to die in his ciufe 
(whereof 1 nothing doubt) than is any earthly or tem- 
poral promotion or honour that can be given to a man 
jn this world. And who is he that knoweth the caufe 
to be God's, to be Chrift's quarrel, and of his gofpel, 
to be the common weal of all the elect and chofen 
children of God, of all the inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven ; who is he (I fay) that knoweth this allured 
ly by God's word, and the teftimony of his own con- 
science (as I through the infinite goodnefs of God, not 
of myfelf, but by his grace acknowledge myfelf to do ;) 
who is he, I fay, that knoweth this and both loveth and 
feareth God in deed and in truth, loveth and believeth 
his mafler Chrift, and his blefled gofpel; loveth his 
brotherhood, the chofen children of God, and alfo 
lufteth and longeth for evcrlafting life : who is. he, I fay 
again, that would not or cannot find in his heart in this 
caufe to be content to die ? The Lord forbid that any 
fuch fliould be that fhould forfake this grace of God. I 
truft in my Lord God, the God of mercies, and Father 
of all comfort through Jefus Chrift our Lord, that' he 
which hath put this mind, will, and affection by his 
Holy Spirit in my heart, to ftand againft the face of 
the enemy in his caufe, and to chufe rather the lofs of 
all my worldly fubftance, yea, and of my life too, than 
to deny his own truth: that he will comfort me, aid me, 
and ftrengthen me evermore even unto the end, and to 
the yielding up of my fpiritand foul into his holy hands, 
whereof I moft heartily befeech his moft holy facrcd 
Majefty of his infinite goodnefs and mercy, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord, Amen. 

Farewel therefore ("Cambridge) my loving mother 
and tender nurfe. If I ftiouid not acknowledge thy 
manifold benefits, yea, if I fliould not for thy benefits 
at lead love thee again, truly 1 were to be accounted 
too ungrateful and unkind. What benefits hadft thou 
ever, that thou ufedft to give and beftow upon thy beft 
beloved children, that thou thoughteft too good for me ? 
Thou didft beflow on me all thy fchool-degrees, the 
common offices, the chaplainftiip of the univerfity, the 
office of the proctorfliip, and of a common reader; and 
of thy private advantages and emoluments in col'eges, 
what was it that thou madeft me not partner of? Firft 
to be a fcholar, then to be a fellow, and after my de- 
parture from thee, thou calledfl me again to a mafter- 
Jhip of a right worfliipful college. I thank thee, my 
loving mother, for all thy kindnefs, and I pray God 
that his laws, and the fincere gofpel of Chrift may ever 
be truly taught and faithfully learned in thee. 

Farewel, Pembroke Hall, of late mine own college, 
my cure, and my charge : what cafe thou art in now 
God knoweth, I know not well. Thou waft ever named 
«nce I knew thee, which is not thirty years ago, to 
be ftudious, well learned, and a greater promoter of 
gofpel, and of God's true word ; fo 1 found thee, and, 
bleffed be God, fo I left thee indeed. Woe is me for 
'nee mine own dear college, if ever thou fuffer thyfelf 
b y any means to be brought from that trade. In thy 
orchard (the walls, buts, and trees, if they could fpeak, 
*ould bear me witnefs) I learned without book almoft 
a| I St. Paul's epiftles, yea, and I think all the canonical 
epiftlcs, fave only the Apocalypfe. Of which ftudy, 
although in time a great part did depart from me, yet 



the fweet fmell thereof 1 truft I fliall carry with me into 
heaven: for the profit thereof.I think i have felt in all 
my life-time ever after, and I think of late (whether 
they abide now or no, I cannot tell) there were others 
that did the like. '1 he Lord grant that this zeal and 
love toward that part of God's word, which is a key 
and true commentary to all the holy fcripture, may 
ever abide in that college fo long as the world fliall 
endure. 

From Cambridge I was called into Kent by the arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer; that moft 
reverend father, and of him preferred to be vicar of 
Heme, in Eaft Kent. Wherefore, farewel, Heme, thou 
worfliipful and wealthy parifh, the firft cure whereunto 
I was called to preach God's word. Thou halt heard 
of rny mouth oftentimes the word of God preached, not 
alter the popifh trade, but after Chrift'r. gofpei : O that 
the fruit had anfwered to the feed. And yet 1 rnuft 
acknowledge me to be thy deVor for the dottrihe of the 
Lord's fupper, which at that time I acknowledge God 
had not revealed unto me : but I blefs God, in all that 
godly virtue and zeal of God's word, which the Lord 
by preaching of his word did kindle manifeftly both in 
the heart and in the life and works of that godly woman 
tli ere, lady Phines ; the Lord grant that his word took 
like effect there in many others; 

Farewel, thou cathedral church of Canterbury, the 
rrietropohc fee, whereof J once was a member. To 
fpeak things pleafant unto thee I dare not for danger of 
confeierice, and difpleafure of my Lord God, and to 
fay what lieth in my heart were now too much, and I 
fear were able to do thee now but little good. Never- 
theiefs, for the Iriendfhip 1 have found in fome there, 
and for charity's fake, 1 wifli thee to be, warned clean of 
all worldlinefs and ungodlinefs, that thou mayeft be 
found of God after thy name Chrift's church, in deed, 
and in truth. 

Farewel, Rochefter, fome time my cathedral fee, in 
whom (to fay the truth) I did find much gentlenefs and 
obedience; and I truft thou wilt not fay the contrary, 
but I did ufe it to God's glory, and unto thine own pro- 
fit in God. O that thou hadft and mighteft have conti- 
nued and gone forward in the trade of God's law where- 
in 1 did leave thee: then thy charge and burden fhould 
not have been fo terrible and dangerous, as I fuppofc 
verily it is like to be (alas) in the latter day. 

O London, London, to whom, now may I fpeak in 
thee, or whom (hall 1 bid iarcwel ? Shall I fpeak to the 
prebendaries of St. Paul's? Alas, all that loved God's 
word, and were the true fctters-forth thereof, are now, 
(as I hear fay) fome burnt and fiain, fome exiled and 
banifhed, and fome confined in hard pnfon, and ap- 
pointed to be put to the moft cruel death for Chrift's 
gofpel fake. As for the reft of them, I know they 
could never brook me well, nor could I ever delight in 
them. 

Shall I fpeak to the fee whereof, wherein of late I was 
placed almoft, and not fully the fpace of three years ? 
But what may I fay to it, being (as I hear fay I am) 
depofed and expulfed by judgment as an unjuft ufurper 
of that room. O judgment, judgment! Can this be juft 
judgment to condemn the chief miniftcr of God's word, 
the paftorand bifliop of the diocefe, and never bring 
him into judgment that he might have heard what 
crimes were laid to his charge, nor even fuffer him to 
have any place or time to anfwer for himfelf ? Thinkeft 
thou hereafter, when true juftice fliall have place, this 
judgment can ever be allowed either of God or man t 
Well, as for the caufe or whole matter of my depofition, 
and the fpoil of my goods which thou poflcficft yet, 1 
refer it unto God, w ho is a juft judge; and 1 befeech 
God, if it be his pleafure, that that which is but my 
perfonal wrong, be not laid to thy charge in the latter 
day, this only I can pray for. 

O thou now wicked and bloody fee, why doft thou 
fet up again many altars of idolatry, which by the word 
of God were juftly taken away ? Why doft thou daily 
delude thy people, maflcing in thy malfes inflead of the 
Lord's holy fupper, which ought to be common as well 
(laith Chryfoftom, yea, the Lord himfelf) to the people 
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as to the pricft ? How dareft thou deny to the people of 
Chrift, contrary to his exprefs commandment in the gof- 
pel, his holy cup? Why babblcft thou to the people 
the Common-prayer in a ftra'nge tongue, wherein St. 
Paul commandeth in the Lord's name, that no man 
fliould fpeak before the congregation, except it fliould 
be prefently declared in their common tongue, that ail 
might be edified ? Nay, hearken, thou whorifii bawd 
of Babylon, thou wicked limb of Antichrift, thou bloody 
• -\volf, why flayelt thou down, and makeft havoc of the 
prophets of God ? Why murdereft thou fo cruelly (Thrift's 
poor filly fhcep, which will not hear thy voice, becaufe 
thou art a ftranger, and will follow no other but their own 
paftor (Thrift's voice? Thinkeft thou to efcape, or that 
the Lord will not require their blood at thy hands? Thy 
God, which is the work of thy hands, and whom thou 
fayeft thou haft power to make, that thy deaf and dumb 
god, I fay, will not indeed, nor can, (although thou art 
notaftiamed to call him thy Maker) make thee to efcape 
the revenging hand of the high and Almighty God. But 
be thou aflured, that the living Lord our Saviour and 
Redeemer, who fitteth on the right hand of his Father 
in glory, he feeth all thy wicked ways and cruelty done 
to his dear members, and he will not forget his holy ones, 
and his hands (O thou whorifti drab) flialt thou never 
efcape. Inftead of'my farewel to thee, now I fay, Fie upon 
thee, fie upon thee, filthy drab, and all thy falfe prophets. 

Yet (O London) I may not leave thee thus. Al- 
though thy epifcopal fee, now being joined in league 
\yith the feat of Satan, thus hath now both handled me 
and the faints of God, yet I do not doubt, but in that 
great city there be many private mourners, who do daily 
mourn for that mifchief, who never did nor (hall con- 
fent to that wickednefs, but do deteft and abhor it as the 
ways of Satan. But thefc privy mourners here 1 will 
pafs by, and bid them farewel with their fellows here- 
after, when place and occafion ftiall more conveniently 
require. Among the worlhipful of the city, and efpeci- 
ally which were in office of mayoralty, yea, and in other 
cities alfo (whom now to name is not necefiary) in 'the 
time of my tniniftry, w hich was from the latter part of 
lir Rowland Hill's year, unto fir Georges Barnes's year, 
and a great part thereof, I do acknowledge that I found 
no fmall humanity and gentlenefs, as I thought: but to 
(fay the truth) that 'I do efteem above all other for true 
chriftian kindnefs, which is fhewed in God's caufe, and 
done for his fake. Whereas, O Dobs, Dobs, alderman 
and knight, thou in thy year didft win my heart for 
evermore, for that honourable act, that moft blefled 
' work of God, of the ercciion and fctting up of Chrift's 
holy hofpitals, and truly religious houfes, \\ hich by thee 
and through thee were begun. For thou, like a man of 
God, when the matter was moved for the relief of 
Chrift's poor filly members to be holpcn from extreme 
mifery, hunger, and famine, thy heart, I fay, was moved 
with pity, and as Chrift's high honourable officer in that 
caufe, yea, and not only in thine own perfon thou didft 
fet forth Chrift's caufe, but to further the matter, thou 
broughteft me into the council-chamber of the city be- 
fore the aldermen alone, whom thou hadft aflembled 
there together to hear me fpeak what 1 could fay, as an 
advocate by office and duty, in the poor men's caufe. 
The Lord wrought with thee, and gave thee the con- 
fent of thy brethren ; whereby the matter was brought 
to the common council, and fo to the whole body of the 
city ; by whom, with an uniform confent, it was com- 
mitted to be drawn, ordered, and devifed by a certain 
number of the moft witty citizens and politic, endued 
alfo with godlinefs, and with ready hearts to fet for- 
ward fuch a noble acl, as could bechofc in all the w hole 
city; and, like true and faithful minifters, both to their 
city, and their mailer Chrift, fo ordered, devifed, and 
brought forth the matter, that thoufands of poor filly 
members of Chrift, which elfe for extreme hunger and 
mifery Ihould have famiflicd and pcrifhed, fhall be re- 
lieved, holpen, and brought up, and fhall have caufe to 
blefs the aldermen of that time, the common-council, 
and the whole body of the city ; but efpecially thee, 
O Dobs, and thofe chofen men, by whom this honour- 
able work of God was begun and wrought, and that fo 



long throughout all ages, as that godly work (hall cn 
dure ; which 1 pray Almighty God may be ever unto 
the world's end, Amen. 

Another FAREWEL to //^Prisoners in the Caufe of 
Christ's Gospel, and to all than zvbo for the f an , 
Cavfe are banified from their ozwt Country, djl 
rather lo leave all worldly Goods than their Masti* 



FAREWEL, my dearly beloved brethren in Chrift 
both you my fellow-prifoners, and you alfo that be 
exiled and banifhed out of your countries, becaufe von 
will rather forfake all worldly advantages, than the <W 
pel of Chrift. ° " 

Farcwcl all you together in Chrift; farewel and be 
merry, for you know that the trial of your faith bringeth 
forth patience, and patience lhall make us perfect 
whole, and found on every lide, and fuch, after trial 
(ye know) (hall receive the crown of life, according to 
the promife of the Lord made to his dearly beloved; 
let us therefere be patient unto the coming of the Lord! 
As the hufbandman abideth patiently the former and 
latter rain for the incrcafe of his crop, fo let us be pa. 
ticnt, and pluck up our hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord approacheth apace. Let us, ivy dear brethren, 
take example of patience in tribulation of the prophet", 
who Iikewife fpakc God's word truly in his^namc. Let 
Job be to us an example of patience, and the end which 
the Lord flittered, which is full of mercy and pity. 
We know, my brethren, by God's word, thafour faith 
is much more precious than any conuptiblegold, and 
yet that is tried by the fire: even fo our faith is thcrefutc 
tried' Iikewife in tribulations, that it may be found, 
when the Lord lhall appear, laudable, glorious, and 
honourable. For if we for Chrift's caufe do fuffer, that 
is grateful before God ; for thereunto are we called, 
that is our ftate and vocation, n herewith let us be con- 
tent. Chrift, we know, fuffered for us afflictions, leav- 
ing us an example that we ihould follow his foot-lleps; 
for he committed no fin, nor was there any guile found 
in his mouth : when he was railed upon, and all to bs 
reviled, he railed not again : when he was evil intreated, 
he did not threaten/ but committed the puniihmcnt 
thereof to him that judgeth aright. 

Let us ever have in frefti remembrance thofe wonder- 
ful comfortable fentenccs fpoken by the mouth of out 
Saviour Chrift; blefled are they which fufter perfecution 
for righteoufnefs' fake, for thcir's is the kingdom ofhea- 
vcn. Blefled are ye when men revile you, perfecute 
you, and fpeak evil againft you for my fake : rejoice 
and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven ; for fo 
did they perfecute the prophets that were before )0U. 
Chrift ourmaftcr hath told us beforehand, that the bro- 
ther fliould put the brother to death, and the father the 
fon, and the children fliould rife againft their parents 
and kill them, and that Chrift's true apoftles fhouk! be 
hated of all men for his name's fake; but he that Hull 
abide patiently unto the end, fhall be faved. 

Let us then endure in all troubles patiently, after the 
example of our mailer drift, and be contented there- 
with, for he fuffercd, being our Mafter and Lord : how 
doth it then become us to fuller ? For the difciple is not 
above his Maficr, nor the fervant above his Lord. It 
may fufiicc the difciple to be as his mafter, and the fer- 
vant to be as his lord. If they have called the Father 
of the family, the Mafter of the houfehold, Beelzebub, 
how much more fhall they call them fo of his houfehold? 
Fear them not (faith our Saviour) for all hidden things 
fhall be made plain ; there is now nothing fecret, but it 
lhall be fliewed in light. Of Chrift's words let us nei- 
ther be ailmmcd nor afraid to fpeak them ; for fo Chrift 
commandeth us, fa> ing, What I tell you privily, fpeak 
openly abroad, and what I tell \ou in your ear, preach 
upon the houfe top. And fear not them which kill the 
body, fertile foul they cannot kill; but fear him which 
can'caft both body and foul into hell- fire. 

Know ye that our heavenly Father hath ever a trra- 
| cious e\e and refpett toward you, and a fatherly provi- 
' deuce lor you, lb that without his knowledge and y 
niii!Kii 
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miflion nothing can do you harm. Let us therefore 
caft all our care upon him, he fhall provide that which 
(hall be belt for us. For if two fmall fparrows, which 
both are fold for a mite, one of them lighteth not on 
the ground without your Father, and all the hairs of 
our head are numbered, fear not them (faith our mafter 
Chrift) for you are more worthy than many fmall fpar- 
rows. And let us not flick to confefs our mafter Chrift 
for fear of danger, whatfoever it fhall be, remembering 
the promife that Chrift maketh, faying, Whofoever 
fhall confefs me before men, him fhall I confefs before 
my Father which is in heaven: but whofoever fhall 
deny me, him fhall I likewife deny before my Father 
which is in heaven. Chrift came not to give us here a 
carnal amity, and a worldly peace, or to knit his unto 
the world in eafe and peace, but rather to feparate and 
divide from the world, and to join them unto himfelf : 
in whofe caufe we muft, if we will be his, forfake fa- 
ther and mother, and flick unto him. If we forfake 
him or fhrink from him for trouble or death fake, which 
he calleth hiscrofs; he will none of us, we cannot be 
his. If for his caufe we fhall lofe our temporal lives 
here, we fhall find them again, and enjoy them for I 
evermore: but if, in this caufe, we will not be contented 
to leave nor lofe them here, then fhall we lofe them fo, 
that we fhall never find them again, but in evcrlafting 
death. What though our troubles here are painful for I 
the time, and the fling of death bitter and unpleafant ; I 
yet we know that they fhall not laft, " in comparifon of 
eternity, no not the twinkling of an eye, and that they 
patiently taken in Chrift's caufe, fhall procure and get us I 
unmeafurable heaps of heavenly glory, unto which 
thefe temporal pains of death and troubles compared, 
are not to be efteemed, but to be rejoiced upon. If 
ye fuffer rebukes in Chrift's name, happy are ye, for 
the glory and Spirit of God refteth upon you. Of them 
God is reviled and difhonourcd, but of you he is glo- I 
rifled. 

Let no man be afhamed of that which he fuffcrcth as 
a christian, and in Chrift's caufe; for now is the time 
that judgment and correction muft begin at the houfe 
of God : and if it begin firft at us, what fhall be the end 
of thofe, think ye, which believe not the gofpel?. And 
if the righteous fhall be hardly faved, the wicked and the 
finner, where fhall he appear? Wherefore they which 
are afflicted according to the will of God, let thetn lay 
down and commit their fouls unto him by well doing, as 
to a trufty and faithful mafter. This, as I faid, may 
not feem ftrange to us, for we know that all the whole 
fraternity of Chrift's congregation in this world is ferved 
with the like, and by the fame is made perfect. For 
the fervent love that the apoftles had unto their mafter 
Chrift, and for the great advantages and jncreafe of all 
godlinefs which they felt by their faith to infue of afflic- 
tions in Chriit's caufe, and alfo for the heaps of hea- 
venly joys which the fame do get unto the godly, which 
fhall endure in heaven for evermore ; for thefe caufes 
(I fay) the apoftles did joy of their afflictions, and re- 
joiced in that they were had and accounted worthy to 
fuffer contumelies and rebukes for Chrift's name. And 
St. Paul, as hegloricth in the grace and favour of God, 
^'hereunto he was brought and flood in by faith ; fo he 
rejoiced in his afflictions for the heavenly and fpiritual 
profits which he numbered to rife upon them: yea, 
he was fo far in love with what the carnal man Ioatheth 
fo much, that is, with Chrifl's crofs, that he judged 
himfelf to know nothing elfe but Chrift crucified: he 
■will glory, he faith, in nothing elfe but in Chrift's crofs, 
yea, and he blefieth all thofe as the only true Ifraelites, 
and elect people of God, with peace and mercy, which 
Walk after that rule, and after no other. 

Therefore feeing we have fo much occafion to fuffer, 
and to take afflictions for Chrill's name's fake patiently, 
fo many advantages thereby, fo weighty caufes, fo many 
good examples, fo great neceffity, fo pure promifes of 
eternal life and heavenly joys of him that cannot lie : let 
us throw away whatever might hinder us, all burden of 
jin, and all kind of carnality, and patiently and conftantly 
let us run for the beft game in this race that is fet before 
tis, ever having our eyes upon Jcfus Chrift, the captain 
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and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was fet 
before him endured the crofs, not minding the fliame 
and ignominy thereof, and is fet now at the right hand of 
the throne of God. Confiderthis, that he furlered fuch 
ftrife of finners againft himfelf, that ye fhould not give 
over nor faint in your minds. As yer, brethren, we have 
not withftood unto death fighting, again ft fin. Let us 
never forget, dear Hre;hren, for Chriit's f:\kc, that fa- 
therly exhortation of thewife. man. that fpeaketh unto 
us, as unto his children, the godly wifdorh of God, frying 
thus; My fon, defpife not the correction of the Lord, 
nor fall from him when thou art rebuked of him ; for 
whom the Lord loveth, him doth he correct,.and fcourgeth 
every child whom he receiveth. What, c .ildis he whom 
the father doth not chaften? if ye be free from chaftifc- . ' 
ment, whereof all are partakers, then, are ye ba 1 lards, 
and no children. Seeing then, when as we have had. . 
carnal parents which chaliened us, we reverenced them, 
fhall not we much more be fubject unto our fpiritual 
Father that we might live? And they for a little time 
have taught us after their own mind, but this Father 
teacheth us to our advantage, to give unto us his holi- 
nefs. All chaftifement for the prefent time appeareth 
not pleafant but painful; but afterwards it renderetb the 
fruit of righteoufnefs on them which are exercifed in it.. 
Wherefore let us be of good cheer, good brethren, and: 
let us pluck up our feeble members that were fallen or 
begun to faint, heart, hands, knees, and all the reft, and 
let us walk upright and ftraight, that no limping nor 
halting bring us out of the way. Let us not look upon 
the things that be prefent, but with the eyes of our 
faith let us ftedfaftly behold the things that be everlafting 
in heaven, and fo chufe rather in refpect of that which 
is to come, with the chofen members of Chrift to beaf 
Chrift's crofs, than for his fhort life-time to. enjoy all the 
riches, honours, and pleafures of the broad world. Why 
fhould we Chriflians fear death? Can death deprive us 
of Chrift which is all bur comfort, our joy and our life? 
Nay forfooth. But contrary, death fhall deliver us from 
this mortal body, which loadeth and beareth down the 
fpirit, that it cannot fo well perceive heavenly things; in 
which fo long as we dwell, we are abfenc from God. 

Brsnop RIDLEY'S Lamentation for the Change of Reli- 
gion in England ; alfo a Comparifon between the 
Dolfrine of the Gospel, and J\omiJh. Religion, zvith 
tvbolefome InJiruiJions to all Christians; how to be- 
have tbemfelves in Time of Trial. 

A. LAS, what mifery is thy church brought unto, 
XTX. 0 Lord » at tnis da y '• Where of late the word of 
the Lord was truly preached, was read and heard in 
every town,, in eyery.yillage, yea, and almoft in every 
honeft man's houfe, alas, now it is exiled and banifhed 
out of the whole realm. Of late who. was not taken for 
a lover of God's word, for a reader, for a ready hearer, 
and for a learner of the fame ! And now, alas, who 
dare bear any open countenance towards iti but. fuch as 
are content in Chrift's caufe, and for his word'sVake to 
ftand to the dange* and lofs of all they have 1 

Of late there were to be found, of every age, of every 
degree and kind of people, fome that gave their diligence 
to learn (as they could) out of God's word, the articles 
of the chriflian faith, the commandments of God, and 
the Lord's prayer. The babes and young children 
were taught thefe things by their parents, their, matters, 
and weekly by their curates in every church : and the 
aged folk, which had been brought up in blindnefs, and 
in ignorance of thofe things which every chriftian is 
bound to know, when otherwife they could not, yet 
they learned the fame by often hearing their children 
and fcrvants repeat the fame : but now (alas and alas 
again) the falfe prophets of Antichrift, which are paft 
all fhame, do openly preach in pulpits unto the people 
of God, that the catechifm is to be accounted herefy ; 
whereby their old blindnefs is brought home again : for 
the aged are afraid of the higher powers, and the youth 
are abafhed and afhamed, even of that which they have 
learned, even though it be God's word, and dare no 
more meddle. 

4U Of 
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Of late in every congregation throughout all England, 
prayer and petition was made unco God to be delivered 
from the tyranny of the bifhop of Rome, and ^11 his 
deteftable enormities, from all falfe dodtrine and herefy ; 
and now alas, Satan hath perfuaded England by his 
falfhood and craft, to revoke, her old godly prayer, to 
recant the fame,, and draw down the fearful wrath and 
indignation of God upon her own pate. 

Of late by ftridt laws and ordinances, with the content 
Of the nobles and commonalty, and full agreement and 
counfel of the prelates and clergy, the beaft of Babylon 
was banifhed hence, with laws, I fay, and with oaths, 
and all means that then could be devifed for fo godly a 
purpofe: but now, (alas) all thefelaws are trodden un- 
der foot; the nobles, the commonalty, the prelates and 
clergy are quite changed, and all thofc oaths, though 
they were made in judgment, juftice, and truth, and the 
hiatter ever fo good, do no more hold than a bond of 
ruflies, or a barley ftraw, and a public perjury no more 
terrifieth them, than a fhadow upon a wall. 

Of late it was agreed in England of all hands, accord- 
ing to St. Paul's dodtrine, and Chrift's commandment, 
that nothing ought to be done in the church, in the pub- 
lic congregation, but in that tongue which the congre- 
gation could underlland, that all might be edified there- 
by, whether it were common-prayer, adminiftration of 
the facraments, or any other thing belonging to the pub- 
lic miniftry of God's holy and wholefome word : bur, 
alas, all is turned upfide down, Paul's dodtrine is put 
apart, Chrift's commandment is not regarded. For 
nothing is heard commonly in the church but a ftrange 
tongue, that the people do not underftand. 

Of late all men and women were taught after Chrift's 
dodtrine, to pray in that tongue which they could un- 
derftand, that they might pray with heart that which 
they fhould fpeak with their tongue : now, alas, the 
unlearned people are brought into that blindnefs again, 
to think that they pray, when they fpeak with their 
tongue they cannot tell what, nor whereof their hearts 
are nothing mindful at all, for that it cannot underftand 
a whit thereof. , ... . , 

Of late the Lord's fupper was duly adminittered, and 
taught to be made common to all that are true chriflians 
with thankfgiving and fettirig forth of the Lord's death 
and paflion until his returning again, to judge both quick 
and dead : but, now alas, the Lord's table is quite over- 
thrown, and that which ought to be common to all 
godly, is made private to few ungodly, without any 
kind of thankfgiving, or any fetting forth of the Lord's 
death at all, that the people are able to underftand. 

Of late all that were endued with the light and grace 
of underftanding God's holy myfteries, did blefs God, 
who had brought them out of that horrible blindnefs 
and ignorance, whereby in times paft being feduced by 
Satan's fubtilities, they believed that the facrament was 
not the facrament, but the thing itfelf whereof it is a i 
facrament, . that the creature was the Creator, and that 
therhipg which had neither life nor fenfe, (alas, fuch 
was the horrible blindnefs) was the Lord himfelf, which 
made the eye to fee, and hath given all fenfes and un- 
derftanding unto man: but now, alas, England is re- 
turned again like a dog to her own vomit and fpewing, 
and is in worfe cafe than ever Ihe was : for it had been 
better never to have known the truth, than to fbrfake 
the truth once received and known : and not only that 
light is turned into darknefs, and God's grace is received 
in vain, but alfo laws of death are made by the high 
court of parliament, mafterfully to maintain by fword, 
fire, and all kind of violence, that heinous idolatry, 
■wherein that adoration is given unto the lifelefs and 
dumb creature, which is only due unto the everliving 
God : yea, they fay they can, and do make of bread 
both man and God, by their tranfubftantiatioru O 
wicked men, and Satan's own brood ! 

Of late was the Lord's cup at his table diftributed 
according to his own commandment, by his exprefs 
words in the gofpel, as well 10 the laity as to the clergy, 
which order Chrift's church obferved fo many hundred 
years after, as all the ancient ecclefiaftical writers do 
tcftify, without contradiction of any one ©f them, that 



can be (hewed unto this day : but now, alas, not onl^ 
the Lord's commandment is broken, his cup denied t° 
his fervants, to whom he commandeth it fhould b e 
diftributed, but alfo with the fame is fet up a new 
blafphemous kind of facrifice to fatisfy and pay the 
price of finsboth of the quick and the dead, to the great 
and intolerable reproach of Chrift our Saviour's death 
and paflion, which was and is the one only fufficient 
and everlafting available facrifice, fatisfadlory for all 
the eledtof God, from Adam the firft, to the laft that 
(hall be born in the world. 

Of late the commandment of God, " Thou flialt not 
make to thyfelf any graven image, nor any fimilitude 
nor likenefs of any thing in heaven above, or in earth 
beneath, or in the water under the earth, thou flialt not 
bow down to them nor .worfhip thrm :" this command- 
ment of God, I fay, was graven almoft every where in 
churches; was learned by every body both old and 
young ; Whereupon images that provoked the Ample and 
ignorant people unto idolatry, as the wife man faith, 
were taken out of the churches, and ftridtly forbidden 
that none fhould any where either bow down to them, 
or worfhip them : but now, alas, God's holy word is 
blotted and razed out of churches, and flocks and ftones 
are fet up in the place thereof. God commanded his 
word fo to be ordered, that it might be had in continual 
remembrance at all times, and in every place : and on 
the other fide, he forbid images and idols fo to be either 
made or fet in any place, where any fhould bow or 
worfhip them : but now (alas) that which God com- 
manded is not minded, and that which he forbiddethj is 
powerfully maintained by falfhood and craft, and wick- 
edly upheld. 

Of late all minifters that were admitted to the public 
office and miniftry of God's holy word, in their admif- 
fion made a folemn profeffion before the congregation, 
that they fhould teach the people nothing as dodtrine 
ncceflary to eternal falvation, but that which is God's 
own holy word, or may be thereon grounded without 
any doubt ; whereby vanifhed and melted away of them- 
felves many vain, yea, wicked iraditions of man, as 
wax before the fire:" but now at one brunt they are re- 
vived, and are in fullhope alfo to return again in as great 
ftrcngth as ever they have been. And now can any man 
look for any other thing, but when you have received 
the head, you muft alfo receive the whole body, or elfe 
how can the head abide? The head, under Satan, of all 
mifchief, is Antichrift and his brood, the fame is he 
which is the Babylonical beaft. The beaft is he, where- 
upon the whore litteth. The whore is that city, faith 
John in plain words, which hath empire over the kings 
oftheearth. This whore hath a golden cup of abomi- 
nations in her hand, whereof fhe maketh to drink the 
kings of the earth, and of the wine of this harlot have 
all nations drank, yea and kings of the earth have lain 
by this whore, and merchants of the earth, by virtue of 
her pleafant merchandize, have been made rich. 

Alas, England, alas, that this heavy plague of God 
fhould fall upon thee. Alas, my dearly beloved country, 
what thing is it now that may do thee good ? Undoubt- 
edly- thy plague is fo great, that it is utterly incurable, 
but by the bottomlefs mercy and infinite power of Al- 
mighty God. Alas, my dear country, what haft thou 



done that thou haft provoked the wrath of God, and 
caufed him to pour out his vengeance upon thee for 
thine own deferts ? Canft thou be content to hear thy 
faults told thee ? Alas, thou haft heard oft, and would 
never amend. England, thy faults of all degrees, and 
forts of men, of magiftrates, of the minifters, and of 
the common people, were never more plainly tokl fin« 
thou bore that name, then thou didft hear them of late, 
even before the magiftrates in king Edward's days; but 
thou heardft them only, and didft amend never a whit. 
For even of thy greateft magiftrates feme (the king'-* 
highnefs then, that innocent, that godly-hearted a»d 
peerlefs young chriftian prince excepted; evermore 
unkindly and ungently, againft thofe that went about 
moft bufily and moft wholefomcly to cure their lore 
backs, fpurned privily, and would not fpare to fpeak evil 
of them, even unto the prince himfelf,and yet would tnev 
towards 
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towards the fame preachers outwardly bear a jolly 
countenance and a fair face; 

1 have heard that Crannies and another whom I will 
not name, were both in high difpleafure, the one for 
fliewing his confeience fecretly, but plainly and fully in 
the duke of Somerfet's caufe, and both of late, but 
efpeciallyCranmer.for repugning as they might, againft 
the late fpoilofthc church goods, taken away only by 
commandment of the higher powers, without any law 
or order ofjuftice, and without any requeft orconfent 
of them to which they did belong. As for Latimer, 
Lever, Bradford, and Knox, their tongues were fo (harp, 
they ripped in fo deep in their galled backs, to have 
purged them (no doubt) of that filthy matter that was 
feftered intheir hearts, of infatiable covetoufnefs, of 
filthy carnality, and voluptuoufnefs, of intolerable am- 
bition and pride, of ungodly loathfomenefs to hear poor 
men's caufes, and to hear God's word, that thefe men 
of all others thefe magift rates could never abide. Others 
that were very godly men, and well learned, that went 
about bythe wholefomeplaifters of God's word, howbeit 
'after a more foft manner of handling the matter, but 
alas all fpeed alike. For all that could be done of all 
hands; their difeafe did not diminifh, but daily did in- 
creale, which, no doubt, is no fmall occafion in that 
flate of the heavy plague of God that is poured upon 
England at this day. As for the common lawyers, it 
may be truly faid of them, as of the mod part of the 
clergy, of curates, vicars, parfons, prebendaries, doctors 
of the law, archdeacons, deans, yea, and I may fay of 
bifhops alfo, 1 fear, for the moft part, (although I doubt 
not but God had, and hath ever, whom he in every 
ftateknew and knoweth to be his) but for the moft 
part, I fay, they were never perfuaded in their hearts, 
but from the teeth forward, and for the king's fake, in 
the truth of God's word, and yet alUhefc did^diffcmbJe, 
and bear a copy of a countenance 4 as if they had been 
found within. 

Hypocrify and diffimulation St. Jerome doth well 
call a double wickednefs : for neither it loveth the truth 
(which is one great evil) and alfo falfely it pretendeth 
to deceive the Ample for another thing. This hypo- 
crify and diffimulation with God, in matters of religion, 
no doubt, hath wholly alfo provoked the anger of God. 
And as for the common people, although there were 
many good, where they well and diligently taught i yet 
(God knoweth) a great number received God's true 
word and high benefits with unthankful hearts. For it 
was great pity and a lamentable thing to have feen in 
many places the people fo loathfomely and irreligioufly 
to come to the holy communion, and to receive it ac- 
cordingly, and to the common prayers, and other divine 
fcrvice, which were according to the true vein of God's 
holy word, and in all points fo godly and wholefomely 
fet forth, in companion of that blind zeal, and undif- 
crcet devotion which they had aforetimes to thofe 
things, whereof they underftood never one whit, nor 
could be edified by them any thing at all. 

And again, as for our alms-deeds, which are taught 
in God's word, whereby we are certain that God is 
pleafed with them, and doth and will require fuch at our 
hands, which are a part of true religion, as St. James 
faith, and fuch as he faith himfelf he fetteth more by 
than by facrifice ; to provide for the fatherlefs, infants 
and orphans, for the lame, aged, and impotent poor 
needy folk, and to make public provifion that the poor 
that might labour, fhould have wherewith to labour 
upon, and fo be kept from fhameful beggary and fteal- 
ing in thefe works : I fay, how wayward were many, in 
comparifon (I mean) of that great prodigality whereby 
in times paft they fpared not to fpend upon flattering 
friars, falfe pardoners, painting and gilding of flocks 
and ftones, to be fet up and honoured in churches, 
plainly againft God's word ? And yet becaufe no place 
is to be defrauded of their juft commendation, London, 
Imuft confefs, forfuch godlyworksin firRichard Dobs, 
knight, then lord mayor, his year being marvellous 
well : the Lord grant the fame may fo likewife perfevere, 
continue, yea and increafe, to the comfort and relief of 
the needy and helplefs, that was fo godly begun, Amen. 



All thefe things doadmimfter more matterof mourn- 
ing and bewailing the mifcrable flate t'hat now is: for 
by this it may be perceived, how England ha.h deferved 
this juft plague of God. And alfo it is greatly to be 
feared, that thofe good tilings, whatfoevcr thev were 
that had their beginning in the time when God's word 
was fo freely preached, now with the exile and hanifh- 
ment of the fame, will depart again. 

But to return again to the confederation of this mifer- 
able flate of Chnfl's church in England, and to leave 
farther and more exquifite fearching of the caufes there- 
of unto God's fecrct and unfearch.ible judgments, let 
us fee what is beft now to be done for Ch rift's little 
flock. This is one maxim and principle in Chr.ft's 
law; He that denieth Chrift before men, him fliall 
Chrift deny before his Father and all his angels in hea- 
ven. And therefore every one tna' looketh to have 
by Chrift our Saviour everlafting life, let him prepare 
himfelf fo, that he deny not his mailer Chrift, or elfe 
he is but a caft-away, and a wretch, houfocver he be 
counted or taken here in the world* 

Now then feeing the doctrine of A ntichriftis returned 
again into this realm, and the higher powers (alas) are 
fo deceived and bewitched, that they are perfuaded it is 
the truth, and Chriff's true doctrine to be error and he- 
refy, and the old laws of Antichrift are allowed to re- 
turn with the power of their father again : what can be 
hereafter looked for, by reafon, to the man of God, and 
true chriftian, abiding in this realm, but extreme vio- 
lence of death, or elfe to deny his Mailer? I grant the 
hearts of princes are in God's hands, and whitherfoever 
he will he can make them bow ; and alfo that chriftian 
kings in old times ufed a more gentle kind of punifh- 
ment, even to them which were heretics indeed ; as 
degradation, and depofition out of their rooms and 
offices, exile and bariifhment out of their dominions 
and countries; and alfo (as it is read) the true bifhops 
of Chrift's church were fometime interceffors for the 
heretics unto princes, that they would not kill them, 
as is read of St. Augufiine. But as yet Ahtichrift's 
kingdom was not fo erected at that time, nor is now 
accuftomed fo to order them that will not fall down and 
wdrfhip the beaft and his image (but even as all the 
world knoweth (after the fame manner that both John 
and Daniel hath prophefied before, that is, by violence 
of death ; and Daniel declareth farther, that the kind 
of death accuftomably fhould be by fword, fire, and 
imprifonment. 

Therefore, if thou, O man of God, doft purpofe to 
abide in this realm, prepareand arm thyfelf to die ; for 
both by Antichrift's accuflomable laws, and. thefe pro- 
phecies, there is no appearance or likelihood of any 
other thing, except thou wile deny thy matter Chrift, 
which is the lofs at the laft both of body and foul unto 
everlafting death. Therefore my good brother or After 
in Chrift, whatfoever thou be, to thee that canft and 
mayft fo do, that counfel that I think is the beft fafe- 
guard for thee, both for thy body, and moft furely for 
thy foul's health, is that which I fliall fhewthee hereafter. 
But firft I warn thee to underftood me to fpeak to him 
or her, which be not in captivity, or called already to 
confefs Chrift, but are at liberty abroad. 

My counfel, I fay, therefore is this, to fly from the 
plague, and get thee hence. I confider not only the fub- 
tilities of Satan,and how he is able to deceive by his falfe 
perfuafions (if it were poffible) even the chofen of God, 
and alfo the great frailty, which is oftentimes more in 
a man than he doth know in himfelf, which in the time 
of temptation then will utter itfclf : I do not only confi- 
der thefe things, I fay, but that our mailer Chrift, whofe 
life was and is a perfect rule of the chriftian man's life, 
that he himfelf avoided oftentimes the fury and mad- 
nefs of the Jews, by departing from the country orplace. 

Paul likewife, when he was fought in Damafcus, and 
the gates of the city was laid in wait for him, he was 
conveyed by night, being let down in a bafket out at a 
window over the wall : and Elias the prophet fled the 
perfecution of wicked Jezabel: and Chrift our Saviour 
faith in the gofpel, «• When they perfecutc you in one 
city, flee unto another:" and fo did many good, great, 
learned, and virtuous men of God, who w ere great and 
4 W ftout 
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ftout champions nevcrthelefs, and ftout counfellors and 
maintainors of Chrift and his truth, in due time and 
place. Of fuch was the ttrcat clerk Athanafius. But 
this is fo plain to be lawful by God's word, and exam- 
ples of holy men, that I need not to fraud in it. 

Having this for my ground, 1 fay to thee, O man of 
God, this feemeth to me to be the mod fure way for thy 
fafeguard, ro depart and flee far from the plague, and 
that fwiftly alfo : for truly before God, I think, that the 
abomination that Daniel prophefied of folong before, is 
now fet up in the holy place. For all the doctrine of An- 
tichnft, his laws, rites, and religion contrary to Ch riff, 
and fo ro the true ferving and worlhippingof God, I un- 
dciftand to be that abomination: therefore now is the 
time in England for thofe words ofChrift, "Then they 
that be in judea.letthem flee intothe mountains." Then 
(faith he) mark this Chrift's (Then) for truly I am per- 
fuaded, and I truft, by the Spirit of God, that this 
(Then) is commanded: "Then (faith Chrift)they that 
be in Jewry, let them fly unto the mountains, and he 
that is on the houfc top, let him not come down to take 
away any thing out of his houfc, and he that is abroad 
in the field, let him not return to take his cloaths. Woe 
be to the great-bellied women, and to them that give 
fuck; but pray (faith Chri ft) that your flight be not 
in winter, or on the fabbath-day." 

Thefe words of Chrift are myftical, and therefore had 
need of interpretation. I und'erftand all thofe to be in 
Jewry fpiritually, which truly confefs one true living 
God, and the w hole truth of his word, after the doctrine 
of the gofpcl of Chrift. Such as they whom Chrift here 
biddeth, in the time of the reign of Antichrift's abomi- 
nations, to fly unto the mountains ; which fignifieth 
places of fafeguard, and all fuch things which are able 
to defend from the plague. That he biddeth him that 
is on the houfc top, not to come down, and him that is 
in the field, not to return to take with him his cloaths ; 
he meaneth that they fhould fpeed them to get them 
away berime, left in their tarrying and trifling about 
working provifion, they may be trapped in the fnare ere 
ever they be aware, and caught by the back, and for 
gain of fmall worldly things, endanger and caft them- 
felves' into great perils of more weighty matters. And 
where he faith, Woe be to the great-bellied women, and 
to them that give fuck; women great with child, and 
nigh to their lying down, and to be brought to bed, and 
not able to travel ; and alfo thofe women which are 
brought to bed, and now give their babes fuck : by thefe 
therefore Chrift fpiritually underftandeth all fuch to be 
in extreme danger, which this word (Woe) fignifieth: 
all fuch, I fay,as are fo hindered by any manner of means 
that they no ways be able to fly from the plague. And 
where Chrift faith, Pray you that your flight be not . in 
the winter, nor on the labbath day : in winter, the com- 
mon courfe of the year teacheth us, that the ways befoul, 
and therefore it is a hard thing then to take a far jour- 
ney, for many incommoditics and dangers of the ways 
in that time of the year; and on the fabbath-day it was 
not lawful to journey, but a little way. Now Chri ft there- 
fore meaning that we fhould have need, both to fpeed 
our journey quickly, which cannot be done in the win- 
ter, for the badnefs of the ways, and alfo togo far, which 
cannot be done on the fabbath-day : he biddeth us there- 
fore pray that our flight be not in the winter, nor on 
the fabbath-day ; that is, to pray that we fly in time, and 
alfo far enough from the danger of the plague. Now, 
the caufes why we fhould fly, follow in the fame of St. 
Matthew's gofpel, which I now pafs over; thoumayft 
lead them there. 

And in the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation, the 
angel is faid to have cried mightily with a loud voice, 
" Flee, my people out of Babylon, left you be infected 
with her faults, and fo be made partners of her plagues : 
for her offences and fins are grown fo great, that they 
fwell, and are come unto the heavens." Certainly the 
time doth approach, and the Lord's day is at hand. 
Hear, I befeechyou, alfo holy Paul, that bleffed apoftle, 
he plainly forbiddeth us, "To join or couple ourfelves 
with the unfaithful: for what fellowfhip can there be, 
feith he, of righteoufnef* with unrighteoufnefs, what 



company hath light with darknefs, or what agreement 
hath Chrift with Belial? or what part can the faithful 
have with the unfai th f'ul ? or how doth the templeof G 0 j 
agree with images or idols? For you are thetemple 0 f 
the living God: as God hath faid, I will talk and dwell 
in them, I will be their God, and they fhall be my 
people: wherefore depart from amongft them, and get 
you from them, faith the Lord, and touch no unclean 
thing: and I will receive you, and be to you in the ftead 
of your father, and you fhall be unto me as my fons 
and daughters, faith the Almighty God. 

This counfel to depart the realm, I do not marvel it 
doth feem to divers (even of them, I mean, that bear fa- 
vour to Godward) diverfiy. Many (I truft) that bs 
learned ihall think the counfel good. Others therebe 
peradventure, that will think it rathcra thing to be more 
tolerable.and thatit maybeindeed by God's- word law. 
fully done, rather than to be counfelled to be done, f or 
they will peradventure fay, we fhould counfel a man al- 
ways to do that which is bell of all, and of moft per- 
fection; but boldly in Chrift's caufe to fpend a man's 
life, is beft of all, and of moft perfection, and to fly it may 
feem to fmeilof cowardice. In many things, that which 
is beft for one at fomerimcs, is not beft for all at all 
times, and it is not moft perfection, nor meet for a child 
tocovet to run before he can go. I will not here make 
a difcourfc in this matter, what might be here objected 
and what might be anfwered again; 1 leave that to the 
witty and eloquent men of the world. 

This is my mind, which I would thou fhouldeftknov, 

0 man of God, as I would with, and I do pray to All 
mighty God it may be, that every true chriftian, either 
brother or filter (after they be called, and brought, into 
the wreftling place, to ftrivc in Chrift's caufe for the beft 
game, that is, to confefs the truth of the gofpel, and of 
thechriftian faith, in hope ofeverlafting life) fhould not' 
fhrink nor relent one inch, nor give back, wharfoever 
fhall befal, but to ftand to their tackle, and ftick by it 
even unto death, as they will Chrift fhall ftick by them 
at the latter day : fo likewife I dare not with nor coun- 
fel any, cither brother or lifter, of their own accord, to 
Mart up into the ft age, or to caft rhemfdves, cither be- 
fore, and farther in danger than' rime and need lhall re- 
quire : for undoubrcdly when God feeth his time, and 
his pleafureis, that his glory fhall be fet forth, and his 
church -edified by thy death and confefllon, means fhall 
be found by his fatherly univerfal providence, that thou, 
without thine own prefumptuous provocation, fhalt be 
lawfully, called, to do thy feat, and to play thy part. 
The miferableend that one Qiiintus came unto, maybe 
a warning, and a fearful example forall men to beware 
ofprefumptionand rafhnefs in fuch things (as Eufebius 
writeth in hisecclcfiafticaIhiftory,lib.4.cap.i<;) forever. 

But a third fort of men there be, who alfo will be 
counted favourers of God's word, and are (I fear) in 
number far more, and worfe to be pcrfuaded to that 
which is the godly mean. I mean of fuch as will per- 
adventure fay or think, that my former counfel, which 
was to fly the infection of the antichriftian doctrine by 
departing out of the realm, is more than needeth, and 
other way^s and means may be found, both to abide, and 
alfo to be clear out of danger of the aforefaid plague. If 
that could be found, both to abide, and alfo to be clear 
out of danger of the aforefaid plague, truly agreeable to 
God's word, I would be as glad to hear it, God is my 
witnefs as any other man. Yes, peradventure, wiil 
fome fay, thus it maybe: thou mayft keep thyfelf, thy 
faith, and thy religion clofe to thyfelf, and inwardly and 
privily worfhip God in fpirit and truth, and outwardly 
fee thou be no open meddler, nor talker, nor tranfgrcf- 
for of common order : fo mayft thou befuffered in the 
commonwealth, and yet ufe thy religion without offence 
of thy confeience. In other countries fomewhere this 
peradventure mightbe ufed, but in England what fhall 
be, God knoweth : but it was never yet, fo far as ever 

1 have known or heard. And alfo how can it be, but 
cither thou muft tranfgrefs the common order, and the 
Romifh laws and cuftoms, which have been ufed in Eng- 
land, in times paft of popery, and now (it is certain) 
they return again : I fay, thou muft either be a breaker 
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of thefe rites, laws, and cuftoms, and fo bewray thy- 
felf, or elfe, if thou be indeed a man of God, thou flialt 
offend thy conference; for in obferving of them thou 
{halt be compelled to break God's law, which is the 
rule of cohfeience to the man of God. For how canlt 
thou refort every holy-day to the church, and bear a 
face to worfhip the creature inftead of the Creator, as 
thou mult do, and peradventure confefs it too with thy 
mouth,and to fprinkle thyfelf with the conjured water. 

Thou muft be contributor alfo to the charges of all 
their popery,as of books of Antichrift's fervice.of lights 
of the rood-loft, of the fepulchre, for fctting up and 
painting images (nay, indeed of idols), and thou muft 
bear a face to worfhip them alfo, or elfe thou muft be 
had by the back. Thou muft ferve the turn, to give 
the holy loaves as they call them, which is nothing elfe 
but a very mockery of the Lord's holy table. Thou muft 
be contributor to the charges of all the difguifed ap- 
parel, that the popifli facrificing prieft, like unto Aa- 
ron, mult play his part in. Yea, when the pardoner 
goeth about, or the flattering friar to beg for the main- 
tenance of fuperftition, except thou do as thy neigh- 
bours do, look not long to live at reft. If any of thy 
family die, if thou wilt not pay money for ringing and 
fitiging,for requiem, maffes.dirige, and commendations, 
and fuch like trumpery of the antichriftian religion, 
thinkeft thou that thou flialt be reckoned for a catho- 
lic man, or for Casfar's friend ? An hundred things more 
may be reckoned, and many of more weight, and of 
more evident fuperftition and idolatry, than fome of 
thefe which I have now rehearfed, which, God know- 
eth, be ill enough: but thefe are enough to declare, and 
to let before thine eyes, the thing that I intend, thatis, 
if thou abide and wilt dwell in England, thou muft ei- 
ther do thefe, and many other more contrary to God's 
word, which forbiddeth not only the thing which is 
evil, but alfo faith, Abflain from all things that have any 
appearance of evil: or elfe if thou wilt not do them, how 
thou canft live in England in reft, fafe from the ftake, 
truly I cannot tell. 

But peradventure (as man is ready to find, and invent 
fome colour to cloak his conlcience, to do that thing 
that his heart defireth) thou wilr fay, though at any 
time I (hall be forced to do any of thefe things, and 
fuch-likc, yet I will have no confidence in them, but 
outwardly with my body ; I will keep my heart unto 
God, and will not do that of my own mind willingly 
neither, but to avoid another inconvenience : I truft 
therefore God will hold me excufed, for he fhall have 
my heart : what can I do more ? 

O my friend, beware for God's fake, and know that 
the fubtilties of Satan are very. deep. He that is notable 
by God's word to perceive them is heavily laden. Pray 
therefore with David ; Lord, let me not have a mind 10 
invent excufes to cloak my fin : examine, my dear friend, 
thefe wily ways with the word of God, and if they do 
agree, thou mayeft ufe them: if not, know, though 
they may feem ever fo fine and goodly, yet indeed they 
be of Satan's brood. God's wrath is certain, that for- 
biddeth to worfhip the creature for the Creator, for that 
is heinous idolatry, and againft the firft commandment 
of God ; and it is alfo againft the fecond commandment 
of the firft table to bow down, or to worfhip unto any 
images of God, or of any other thing; and God's word 
requireth not only the belief of the heart, but alfo the 
conleffion of the mouth: and to bear part of the charges, 
to the maintenance of things ungodly; what is that, but 
in thy fo doing, a confent to the thing done ? Now con- 
fenters and the doers, God's word accounteth to be 
guilty both. And it is not lawful, by St. Paul's doc- 
trine, which was infpired by the Spirit of God, to do 
that thereof the thing which is good may come. 
Thy heart, thou fayeft, God (hall have, and yet wilt 
suffer thy body to do the thing that God doth abhor. 
Beware, O man, take heed what thou fayeft ; man may 
be deceived, but no man may deceive God, for he is 
called, and is truly, the fearcher of the heart. Now 
|° give God thy heart, is to give him thy whole hearr.to 
l°ve him, to dread him, and to truft in him above all 
°ther things. " He that hath my commandments, faith 



Chrilt, and obferveth and kcepeth them, it is he that 
loveth me:" and to dread God above all others, is ra- 
ther willingly to incur the danger and peril of all feai ful 
things.than wittingly to do that thing which is contrary 
to his bleffed will and commandment: and to truft in 
him aboveall things, is affuredly to truft to his promife 
of his reward, and of his tuition, and of" his goodnefs 
and mercy, and to prefer that above all things in the 
world, feem they ever fo ftrong, fo wife, or fo good. 
Now, how canft thou fay truly, that God hath thylicarc 
after this manner of fort, when thy deeds do declare 
far another thing? Thy body, O man, is God's, and 
all the parts thereof, even as thy foul is: he made them 
both, and Chrift with his blood redeemed them both, for 
he hath bought them both dearly: and dareft thou fuffer 
any part of cither of them to do fervice to Satan ? Surely 
in fo doing thou committeft facrilege, and doft rob 
God ; thou defilcft the living temple of the living God, 
if thou fuffer thy body to do Satan fervice. Do you 
not know, faith St. Paul, that your body is a lively rem pie 
of God?" And may a man then take and ufe any part 
thereof but in the fervice of God ? No, furely, it is not 
lawful fo to do for the man of God, neither with hand, 
tongue, nor feet, nor any part of the whole body. 

Doth not Paul command that to the Romans, which 
pertaineth to every chriftian foul? "As you have in 
times paft, faith he, given your members to do fervice 
unto uncleannefs and wickednefs.from one wickednefs 
toanbthcr; fonow give your members to do fervice unto 
1 ighteoufnefs, that you may be fanclified." And I pray 
thee, good brother, what doft thou think it is to bear 
the mark of the beaft in the forehead, and in the hand, 
that St. John fpeaketh of?, I know we ought warily to 
fpeak of God's myfteries, which he (Viewed by the fpirit 
of prophefying to hisfervant John, yet to read them with 
reverence; and to pray for the fame fo much as God 
knoweth is neceffary for our time to know, I think it 
necellary and good. Wherefore what 1 fuppofe is to 
bear the beaft's mark, I will tell thee and commit the 
judgment of mine interpretation, as in all other things, 
to the fpiritual man. 1 fuppofe he beareth the beaft of 
Babylon's mark in his forehead, which is not afhamed 
of the beaft's ways, but will profefs them openly to fee 
forth his matter the beaft of Abaddon. And like-wife 
he beareth his mark in his hand, that will and doth 
practife rhe works of the beaft with hispowerand hand. 
And hkewife 1 will not forbear to tell thee, what I think, 
to be figned in the forehead for the fervant of God is, 
whereof John alfo fpeaketh, reckoning up manv thou- 
fands fo to have been figned of every tribe. 1 fuppofe 
he is figned in the forehead for the fervant of God, whom 
God hath appointed of his infinite goodnefs, and hath 
given him grace and ftrength ftoutly to confefs him, and 
his truth before the world. And to have grace and 
ftrength to confefs Chrift, and the dodtrineofthecrofs, 
and to lament and mourn for the abomination of Anti- 
chrift, I fuppofe is to be figned with Tau, whereof 
E/.ekiel the prophet doth fpeak. Thus, I fuppofe, 
thefe prophecies are fpiritually to be underftood : and 
to look for other corporal marks, to be feen in men's 
foreheads, or in their hands, is nothing elfe but to look 
that there fhould come fome brute beaft out of Babylon, 
or fome elephant, leopard, lion, or camel, or fome other 
fuch monftrous beaft with ten horns, that fhould do all 
the wonderful things fpoken in John : and yet of a beaft 
fpeaketh John, but I underftand him fo to be called, 
not for that he fhall be any fuch brute beaft, but for that 
he is and fhall be the child of perdition, which for his 
cruelty and beaftly manners is well called a beaft. 

Thecarnal Jews knew there was a promife made, that 
Elias fhould comebefore Chrift the Meffiah, the anointed 
of God, to prepare his ways: they knew alfo there was a 
promife of Meffiah, that he fhould come, and be a king, 
and reign in thehoufeof David forevermorc: but they 
underftood all fo grofsly, and fo carnally, that they nei- 
ther knew Elias, nor 'Mefliah, when they came ; for 
they looked for Elias to come down from heaven in his 
own perfon, and for Meffiah to come and reign in world- 
ly pomp, power, riches, and glory, whereas the pro- 
phecksof both were fpiritually to have been underftood : 
of 



37* 



of Elias, that he fhould not come in perfon, but in fpi- 
rit I that is, one that fhould be endowed with the fpirit 
and gifts of grace of Elias, which was indeed John 
Baptift, as Chrift himfelf did declare to his apoftles: 
and of Meffiah's reign, all the prophets were to be un- 
derftood of the reign of his fpiritual kingdom over the 
houfe of Jacob, and the true lfraelites for evermore. 
And fo by that their grofs and carnal underftanding, 
they-miftook both El ias and the true Meffiah, and when 
they came, knew neither of them. So likewife, I fear, 
nay, it is certain, the world that wanteth the light of 
the Spirit of God (for the world is not able to receive 
him, faith John) neither doth, nor fhall know the beaft, 
nor his marks, though he rage cruelly, and live ever fo 
beaftly, and though his marked men be in number like 
the fand of the fea. The Lord therefore vouchfafe to 
open the eyes of the blind with the light of grace, that 
they may fee and perceive, and underftand the words of 
God, after the mind of his Spirit. Amen. 

Here remain two queftions, which may feem weigh- 
ty, and which may peradventure move many not to fol- 
low the former counfel. The former reafon is, A man 
will fay, O fir, it is no fmall matter you fpeak of, to de- 
part from a man's own native country into a ftrange 
realm. Many men have fo great hindrances, as how is 
it poflible that they can, or may do fo? Some have lands 
and pofleflions, which they cannot carry with them: 
Tome have, father, mother, wife, children, and kinsfolk, 
from whom to depart is as hard a thing (and all one 
almofl) as to fuffer death, and to go to a ftrange coun- 
try that thou knoweft not, neither the manner of the 
people, nor how thou mayft away either with the peo- 
ple, or with the country : or what a hard thing it is 
to live among a ftrange people, whofe language thou 
doll not underftand, &c. 

I grant here thou mayft heap a number of worldly 
difadvantages, which are furely very likely to enfue the 
departure out of a man's native country, I mean out of 
the whole realm, into a ftrange land : but what of all 
thefe, and a thoufand more of the like fort? I will fet 
unto them one faying of our Saviour Chrift, which unto 
the faithful child of God, and to the true chriftian, is 
able to countervail all thefe, yea, and to weigh them 
down. Chrift our Saviour faith in Luke, "Ifanycome 
to me, and do not hate his father and mother, [he mean- 
eth, and will not in his caufe forfake his father and 
mother] his wife, children, and. brethren, yea and'his 
life too, he cannot be my difciple: and whofoever doth 
not bear my crofs, and come after me, he cannot be 
my difciple." And, in the fame place, he declareth 
by the two parables, one of a builder, and the other of 
a king that is a warrior, that every man that will not, 
in Chrift's caufe, forfake all that ever he hath, he cannot 
be his difciple. Look the places who will ; the mat- 
ter is fo plainly fet forth, that no gloflcs, nor cloaking 
of confcience to the man of God, can ferve to the con- 
trary. Many places there be for the fame purpofe for 
the embracing of Chrift's crofs, when Chrift and his 
caufe layeth it upon our back ; but this is fo plain, that 
f need here rehearfe no more. 

This latter reafon and objection, whereof I fpake be- 
fore, is of more force, and includetha neceflity, which, 
after the common faying, hath no law, and therefore it 
is more hard to (hape for it a good anfwer. This may 
be objected of fome ; Alas, fir, I grant all thefe things 
do grieve me, and becaufe I underftand they do not 
-agree with God's word, which is the rule of my con- 
fcience, I loath either to look on them, or to hear 
them. But, fir, alas, I am an impotent man, an aged 
man, a fick man, a lame man ; or I have fo many fmall 
infants, and a lame wife, who all live by my labour, 
and by my provifion: if I leave them, they will ftarve, 
and 1 am not able to carry them with me, fueh is my 
ftate. Alas, fir, what fhall I do? And thefe caufes 
may chance to fome men of God, whereby either it 
fhall be for them utterly impofiible to depart the coun- 
try, or elfe in departing they fhall be enforced to for- 
iake fuch in extreme neceflity, of whom both God and 
nature have committed unto them the care. 

Alas! what counfel is hereto be given? O laments- 



ble fttfte ! O forrowful heart ! that neither can depart 
and without extreme danger and peril is not able to 
tarry ftill. And thefe are they whom our Saviour Chrift 
faw before fhould be, and called them in his prophecy of 
the latter time, great bellied, or travailing women, and 
women that give, after they be brought to bed, fuck to 
their babes. Of the ftate of fuch as are not able to fly 
the infection of the peftiferous plague of Antichrift' s 
abominations, Chrift lamenting, and not curfing, faith 
" Woe be to the great bellied and travailing women' 
and women that give fuck in thofe days." For thefe' 
alas, my heart mourneth the more, the lefs 1 am able to 
give any comfortable counfel, but this; that always, as 
they look for everlafting life, they abide ftill in the con- 
feffion of his truth, whatfoever fhall befal, and for the 
reft, to put their truft now wholly in God, who is able 
tofavethem.againft all appearance; and commonly in 
extremities, when all worldly comfoK-i^ileth, and the 
danger is at higheft, then unto his he is wbrit, after his 
accuftomed mercy, to be mod ready to put to his help. , 
ing hand. God fuffered Daniel to be caft into the den 
of lions, and the three children into the hot burning 
furnace, and yet he faved them all. Paul was plucked 
out of the mouth of the lion (as he faith of himfelf), • 
and in Afia he was brought into fuch trouble, that he 
looked for nothing lefs than prefent death, and yet he 
that raifed the dead to life again, brought him out of all 
his troubles and taught him and all others that be in 
trouble for Chrift's caufe, not to truft to themfelves, 
but in Almighty God. 

OfGod'sgraciousaid in extreme perils towards them 
that put their truft in him, all fcripture is full both of 
old and new. What dangers were the patriarchs often- 
times brought into, as Abraham, Ifaac, and Jicob, but 
of all others Jofeph, and how mercifully were they de- 
livered again? In what perils was Mofcs when he was 
fain to fly for the fafeguard of his -life? And when he 
was fent again to deliver the lfraeftjjcs from their fervile^ 
bondage? Not before they were brought into extreme 
mifery. And when did the Lord mightily deliver his 
people from the fword of Pharaoh? Not before they 
were brought into fuch ftraits, that they were fo encom- 
pafied on every fide, the main fea on one fide, and the 
main hoft on the other, that they could look for none 
other, (yea, what did they indeed elfe look for?) but 
either to have been drowned in the fea, or elfe to have 
fallen on the edge of Pharaoh's fword. Thofe judges 
which wrought moft wonderful things in the deliver) of 
the people, were given when the people was brought to 
molt mifery before, as Othniel, Ehud, Samgar, Gideon, 
Jephtha, Samfon. And fo was Saul endued with 
ftrength and boldnefs.from above, againft the Ammo- 
nites, Philiftines, and Amalekites, for the defence of 
the people of God. David likewife felt God's help 
moft fenfibly ever in his extremeft perfecutions. What 
fhall I fpeak of the prophets of God, whom God fuf- 
fered fo oft to be brought into extreme perils, and fo 
mightily delivered them again ; as Elias, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, and Jonah, and many others, whom it were too 
longto rehearfe and fet out at large? And did the Lord 
ufe his fervants otherwife in the new law after Chrift's 
incarnation? Read the Acts of the apoftles, and you 
fhall fay no. Were not the apoftles caft into prifon, and 
brought out by the mighty hand of God ? Did not the 
angel deliver Peter out of the ftrong prifon, and bring 
him out by the iron gates of the city, and fet him free? 
And when, I pray you? Even the fame night before 
H:rod appointed to have brought him to judgment to 
have (lain him, as he had a little before killed James 
the brother of John. Paul and Silas, after t'.icy had 
been fore fcourged.and were put into the inner prifon, 
and there laid faft in the ftocks. I pray you, whatappear- 
ance was there that the magi Urates fliou Id be glad to come 
the next day themfelves to them, to delire them to be 
content, and to depart in peace? Who provided for 
Paul, that.he fhould be fafely conducted out of all dan- 
ger, and brought to Felix the emperor's deputy, when 
as both the high-prieft, the pharifees, and rulers of the 
Jews confpired to inquire judgment of death againft 
. him, he being faft in prifon, and alfo more than forty 
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men had fworn each one to another, that they would 
neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul? A thing 
wonderful, that no reafon could have invented, or man 
could have looked for: God provided Paul his own 
filter's fon, a young man that difappointed that con- 
fpiracy, and all their former conjuration. The manner 
how the thing came to pafs, thou mayft read in Acts 
xxiii. I will not be tedious unto thee with the rc- 
hearfal thereof. 

Now to defcend from the apoftles to the martyrs that 
followed next in Chrift's church, and in them likewife 
to declare how gracious our good God ever hath been 
to work wonderfully wirh them who in his caufe have 
been in extreme perils, it were matter enough to write 
a long book. 1 will here name but one man and one 
woman, that is, Athanafius the great clerk and godly 
man, ftoutly flanding in Chrift's caufe againft-thc Ari- 
ans.and thatholy woman Blandina, (landing foconftant- 
ly in all extremepains,in thefimpleconfeffion of Chrift. 
If thou wilt have examples of more, look and thou fhalt 
have thefe and an hundred more, in Eufebius's ccclefi- 
aftical hiftory, and in Tripartita Hifbaria. 

To die in Chrift's caufe is an high honour, to which 
no man certainly fhall or can afpire, but to whom God 
vouchfafeth that dignity : for no man is allowed to pre- 
fume to take upon himfelf any office of honour, but he 
who is thereunto called of God. Therefore John faith 
well, fpeaking of them who have obtained the vidlory 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of his 
teftimony, that they loved not their lives, even unto 
death. 

The Lord grant us therefore of his heavenly grace 
and ftrength, that here we may fo confefs him in this 
world amougft this adulterous and finful generation, 
that he may confefs us again at the latter day before 
his father which is in heaven, to our glory and ever- 
lafting comfort, joy, and falvation. 

To our heavenly Father, to our Saviour and Re- 
deemer Jefus Chrift, and to the Holy Ghoft, be all 
honour now and for ever. Amen. 

NICHOLAS RIDLEY. 



•The History of STEPHEN GARDINER, Bishop 
of Winchester. 

THE next month after the burning of Dr. Ridley, 
and Mr. Latimer, which was the month of No- 
vember, Stephen Gardiner, bifhop, and chancellor, a 
man hated of God and all good men, ended his wretch- 
ed life. This viper's bird crept out of the town of Bury, 
in Suffolk, was brought up molt part of his youth in 
Cambridge : his wit, capacity, memory, and other en- 
dowments of nature, were not to be complained of, if 
he had well ufed, and rightly applied the fame; where- 
in there was no great want of God's part in him, if he 
had not rather himfelf wanted to the goodnefs of his 
gifts. 

In the beginning of queen Anne Bullen's time, who 
was fo forward or fo bufy in the matter of the king's 
divorce as Stephen Gardiner, who was firft fent to 
Rome, and then to the emperor with Edward Fox, as 
chief agent in the behalf of the lady Anne ? By whom 
alfo he was preferred to the bifhopric of Winchefter, 
and Edward Bonner was preferred to the bifhopric of 
London. Again, at the abolifhing of the pope, who 
fo ready to fwcar, or fo vehement to write againfl the 
pope as he, not only by his fermons, but alfo by his 
book Be Obedientia may appear ? In which book, left 
any fhould think him drawn thereunto otherwife than 
by his own confent, he plainly declareth, how not 
rafhly nor on a f u dden, but upon a long deliberation 
and advertifement in himfelf about the matter, he at 
length uttered his judgment : and moreover, fo he 
uttered his judgment in writing againft the ufurped 
Supremacy of the pope, that coming to Louvain af- 
terward, he was there accounted a perfon excommu- 
nicate and a fchifmatic, infomuch that he was not 
permitted in their church to fav mafs,- and moreover, 
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in their public fermons they openly cried out againft 
him. 

And thus long continued he firm and forward, fo that 
who butWinchefter during all the reign of queen Anne? 
After her deceafc, that time by little and little carried 
him away, till at length 1 he emulation of the lord Crom- 
wel's eftate, and efpecially (as it feemeth) for his fo 
much favouring of Bonner (whom Winchefter at that 
time in no cafe could abide) made him an utter enemy 
both againft him, and alfo his religion: till again in 
king Edward's days, he began a little to rebate from 
certain points of popery, and fomewhat to fmell of 
the gofpel, as both by his fermon before king Edward, 
as alfo by his fubferibing to certain articles, may ap-« 
pear; and this was an half turn of Stephen Gardiner 
from popery again to the gofpel, and (no doubt) he 
would have farther turned, had not the unlucky decay 
of the duke of Somerfct clean turned away from true 
divinity, to plain popery ; wherein he continued a 
cruel perfecutor to his dying day. 

And thus much concerning the trade and profefiion 
of Stephen Gardiner's popifh divinity. In which his 
popifh trade, whether he followed more true judg- 
ment, or elfe time, or rather the fpirit of ambition and 
vain-glory, it is doubtful to fay, and fo much the more 
doubtful, becaufe in his doings and writings a man 
. may fee him not only contrary to himfelf, but alfo in 
fome points contrary to other papifts. And further- 
more, where he agreeth with them, he fecmeth therein 
not fo much to follow his own fenfe, as the mind and 
meaning of Perefeusj out of whofe book the grcateft 
part of Winchcfter's divinity feemeth to be borrowed. 
And therefore as in the true knowledge of God's holy 
word and fcripture he appcareth nobody ; fo in his pen 
and ftyle of writing no lefs far he is from commenda- 
tion, than he is from all plajnnefs and perfpicuity. 

It pleafed his majefty king Henry the eighth, after 
his abolifhing the bifhop of Rome's ufurped authority 
(amongft other embaflages to foreign princes), to fend 
the laid bifhop of Winchefter, and fir Henry Knevet, 
knighr, as joint ambaffadors to the emperor, being 
then at a diet or council at Ratifbon, appointing alfo fir 
Henry Barkely, fir William Blunt, knights, and An-, 
drew Bainton, efquire, (their highncflis fcrvants) to 
give their attendance upon the faid fir Henry Knever, 
for the more honouring of his embaftage. It happened 
alfo at that time, that fir Henry Knevet entertained in 
his fervice (as ftcward of his houfehold) one William 
Wolfe, who had in the fame capacity before ferved fir 
Thomas Wyat, knight, the king's former ambafTador 
there, and by tharmeans had good acquaintance in thofe 
parts, as well in the emperor's court, as elfewhcre. This 
Wolfe, towards the latter end of the diet or council, 
happened to walk (as often as he did) towards the em- 
peror's palace to hear fome news, where he met with 
one Ludovico, an Italian merchant, one of his old ac- 
quaintance. Who, fuppofing the faid Wolfe to have 
attended upon the bifhop of Winchefter, (not knowing 
of any other joint ambalfador) required Wolfe, for old 
acquaintance, to do him a pleafurc; whereunto he wil- 
lingly granted. Whereupon Ludovico fhewed him, 
that the pope's legate, or ambafTador to the emperor 
(which was cardinal Contarene) departing the day be- 
fore towards Rome, and having no Ieifure to end his 
bufinefs himfelf, had put the faid Ludovico in truft for 
the accomplifhing of them: and amongft all other 
things he had efpecially charged him, that he fhould 
repair to the ambaffador of England, and require of 
him an anfwer to the pope's letters, which the legate 
did of late fend unto him, addrcfTcd to him from 
Rome, and that upon the receipt thereof he fhould 
fend them after with all fpeed ; and therefore if his lord 
ambafTador would write by that courier, he prayed 
Wolfe to tell him that it was time to write, for the 
courier went away within a day or two. At this tale 
Wolfe being abafhed, and yet partly gucfling which 
ambaftador he meant, thought it not meet to teil him 
whofe fervant he was, but by othtjf foo,thiug talk found. 
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that he meant the bifhop of Winchelter. And to the 
end that Ludovico fhould fufpecl nothing, he anfwer- 
ed him, that he being not the ambaffador's fecretary, 
could lay little therein ; however he would not fail to 
put his fecretary in remembrance of it : which thing 
Ludovico alfo defired him to do, for that he had no 
Other acquaintance with the ambaffador, and fo for that 
time they departed. This matter feeming to Wolfe of 
fome importance, he immediately revealed it to fir 
Henry Knevet, his matter : who weighing alfo the 
greatnefs of the cafe, and what difadvantage it were 
upon one man's bare report to attempt aught, in a 
place and time whereby fuch a perfon was to be touch- 
ed, charged Wolfe well to advife himfclf, that no ha- 
tred, difplcafure, or other paffion, did move him to 
dirclofe this, but truth only. Wolfe replied, That he 
weighed well the weightinefs of the caufe, meet, as to 
his own refpecl, to be paffed over in filence, for avoid- 
ing of his private difpleafure, if the duty of allegiance 
bound him not otherwife. But fir, (fays he) if you 
think not my hearing thereof, one to one, to be fuffi- 
cienti I warrant you to devife means that fome other 
of your fervants fhall hear the like words from Ludo- 
vico'sown mouth as well as I. Upon which fir Henry 
Knevet devifed which of his fervants he might ufe to 
that purpofe, and at laft retted upon Mr. Thomas 
Chalenor, his fecretary, becaufe he had the Italian 
tongue. Not making him privy to any matter, but 
defired Wolfe to take him abroad with him as of his 
own private motion, for they were very familiar friends. 
Whereupon the next morning, being Sunday, Wolfe 
came to Chalenor's chamber, and prayed him familiar- 
ly to take a walk with him abroad to the Piazza, or 
Market-Head, which he readily did, not knowing of 
any fpecial caufe why. When they came to the Piazza, 
overagainft the emperor's palace, (near whereunto alfo 
the pope's legate had lodged) and had there walked a 
while together, there came thither the laid Ludovico, 
and cfpying Wolfe, faluted him very friendly, and en- 
tered into talk about the Exchange, and fundry other 
matters, Chalenor being ftill w ith them. At laft upon 
an occafion, they entered into a little talk about the 
former letters that the ambaffador of England had re- 
ceived from Rome by the pope's legate, of which 
Ludovico had in charge to receive an anfwer, affirm- 
ing that the pott departed the next day, and therefore 
prayed Wolfe to put the ambaffador's fecretary in re- 
membrance of them. Whereunto Wolfe anfwered, 
That he would willingly do it; but he did not well 
know which ambaffador he meant, for that there were 
twos one, the bifhop of Winchefter, and the other, a 
gentleman of the king's privy chamber. To whom 
Ludovico replied, That he meant not the gentleman 
of the privy chamber, but the bifhop. By which talk, 
and much fuch like, (as upon the former day) Mr. 
Chalenor being moved, (and not knowing yet of his 
matter's and Wolfe's purpofe) after the departure of 
Ludovico from them, faid unto Wolfe, that Ludovico 
had had but homely talk with him, not to be paffed 
over lightly, and therefore he would tell his matter of 
it. To whom Wolfe anfwered. Do as you will, if you 
think any matter therein. And therefore at his return 
home, he told fir Henry Knevet what fpeech he had 
heard at Ludovico's mouth. 

Sir Henry Knevet being thus further afcertained of the 
matter, opened. the whole to fir John Barkley, fir Wil- 
liam Blunt, and to Mr. William Bainton, who all agreed 
yet to make a further trial thereof. And therefore 
devifed that Wolfe fhould procure Ludovick to bring 
certain velvets, and other filks, unto fir Henry Kne- 
vet's lodging, as well for himfelf as for the other gen- 
tlemen, which that afternoon he did accomplifh, and 
brought Ludovick unto fir Henry, where alfo were 
the other gentlemen. After they had a white viewed 
the filks, and had fome talk about the price, Wolfe 
took occafion again to afk Ludovick, if fir Henry was 
the ambaffador of whom he was to demand an anfwer 
of the letters fent by the pope's legate? To whom the 
merchant anfwered, No, it was not his feigniory, but 



it was a bifhop, terming him Reverendiffimo, whereby 
they ealily perceived whom he meant. Sir Henry 
Knevet hereupon fomewhat diffembling the matter, en- 
tered into further talk about it, whereby Ludovick 
opened as much in effect to them, as he had done be- 
fore to Wolfe ; but yet at Uft perceiving that as well 
fir Henry, as alfo the other gentlemen, beheld hiin 
fomewhat angrily, he broke off his talk. Wherewith 
fir Henry Knevet, making as though he had noted no- 
thing, did lovingly difmifs him, praying him, that 
when he had received the bilhop's letters, he would alfo 
repair to him for a packet to an Englilh gentleman of 
his acquaintance at Milan; which he promifed to do, 
and fo departed again. When fir Henry had thus 
made fufficient trial of this matter, he forthwith wrote 
his letters unto the king's majefty, fignifying unto him 
the whole at large, as he had lea'rned. In the mean- 
while Ludovick the next morning repaired to the bifhop 
of Winchefter's lodging, to demand an anfwer of thole 
letters the legate had fent unto him : but how he ufed 
himfelf, or whether he uttered the difcourfe he had 
with fir Henry Knevet, and with Wolfe, whomhefup- 
poled at firtt to be the bilhop's man, is not certainly 
known. But the bifhop perceiving, that by mtftaking 
one for another, (and in fuppofing Wolfe to be the 
bi. hop's fcrvant) Ludovick had uttered all his meffage 
from the legate unto Wolfe, anil that thereby his prac- 
tices would come to light ; in great hafte and rage he 
caufed Ludovick to be ftayed in his own hoyfe, while 
in the mean time himfelf went to .Gravela, one of the 
emperor's council, and fo practifed with him, that 
Ludovick was fecretly committed to prifon, in the 
cuftody of one of the emperor's marfhals, and fo as he 
could be no more talked with, all the time of their 
abode there. And then fending in great halle to fir 
Henry Knevet to come and fpeak with hirn, (which he 
did) he fell into very hot fpeech with him, faying, that 
he had poifon in his dilh, and that a knave was fuborn- 
ed to be his deftrudtion ; with many fuch like words. 
Sir Henry told him again how he underftood it : and 
prayed htm that Ludovick might be brought face to 
face, to be examined in both their prefences. Which 
the bifhop would in no cafe agree unto, affirming, that 
he had alfo declared the cafe to Gravela, being indif- 
ferent (as he thought) to them both, that he would not 
meddle with Ludovick, nor fpeak with him: but that 
the emperor's council fhould examine him, and try 
what he was for him. To whom fir Henry Knevet 



again very earneftly objected, That he marvelled that 
the bifhop in matters touching the king's majefty, their 
matter, would ufe the aid or means of Gravela, a fo- 



ign prince's minifter, to make him privy of their 
queftion. But fay and do what he could, he would 
never come to the fpeech of Ludovick any more ever 
after. Whereupon there arofe great and long, contro- 
vcrfies between them, (both writing unto the king 
about that matter) until at laft the king's majefty per- 
ceiving his affairs otherwife to flack thereby, wrote to 
them both, that they fhould lay all thofe things under 
foot, and join together in his fervice as before; which 
they did accordingly, and which was then prcfently 
done, and thereunto he fet his hand. 

Now, whether this was the matter that the king 
moved fo often Mr. Secretary Paget (being after 
lord keeper) to keep fate as fore matter againft the 
bifhop, I know not ; but yet it appears by fome depo- 
fitions of the nobility, and others, in the procefs had 
againft him in king Edward's days, that the king's 
majefty, Henry VIII. had this matter ever in his 
mind : for in every general pardon that he granted 
by parliament after this practice, he did ftill ex- 
cept all treafons committed beyond the feas ; meaiv 
ing thereby, as it was fuppofed, that the bifhop 
fhould not take any benefit by any general pardon, 
if at any time his majefty wojld "call him to ac- 
count: and therefore all things well weighed, he had 
fmall caufe to vaunt'of lvs great favour he had with 
king Henry, his matter. Howbcit, it feemeth he w is 
brought into this fool's paradife by lord P.iget : v. ho 
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(as he himfelf reporteth in his depofitions) in his mef- 
fages from the king to the faid bilhop, deluded him; 
telling him much otherwife than the king fpo.ke, 
and concealing always the king's hard fpeeches againft 
him, which thing puffed up this vain-glorious boafter 
not a little. 

But vvhofoever he was, feeing he is now gone, I refer 
him to his judge, to whom he fliall ftand or fall. As 
concerning his death and manner thereof, I would they 
which were prefent thereat, would teftify to us what 
they faw. This we have all to think, that his death 
happened fo opportunely, that England hath a mighty 
caufe to give thanks to the Lord for it : not fb much 
for the great hurt he had done 1 in times paft in pervert- 
ing his princes, in bringing in the fix articles, in, mur- 
dering God's faints, in defacing Chrilt's iincere religion, 
&c. but alfo and efpecially for that he had thought to 
have brought to pafs in murdering alfo the lady Eliza- 
beth. For whatfoever danger of death that (he was in, 
it did (no doubt) proceed from the bloody bilhop, who 
was the caufe thereof. And if it be certain y hich we 
have heard, that her highnefs being in the Tower, a 
writ came down from certain of the council for her ex- 
ecution, it is not out of controverfy that Winchefter 
was the framer of that engine, who (no doubt) in that 
one day, had brought this whole realm into woeful 
ruin, had not the Lord's mod gracious counfel, through 
Mr. Bridges then the lieutenant, coming in hafte to the 
queen, certified her of the matter, and prevented his 
bloody devices. 

The fame day as bifhops Ridley and Latimer fuffered 
at Oxford, being about the 19th day of October, there 
came into the houfe of Stephen Gardiner the old duke 
of Norfolk, with Mr. Mundy, his fecretary. The old 
aged duke, there waiting for his dinner, the bilhop be- 
ing not yet difpofed to dine, deferred the time till 
three or four o'clock in the afternoon. At length about 
four o'clock cometh his fervant polling from Oxford, 
bringing intelligence to the bilhop what he had heard 
and feen : of whom the faid bilhop diligently inquiring 
the truth of the matter, and hearing by his man that fire 
moft certainly was fet unto them, cometh out rejoicing 
to the duke ; Now, faid he, let us go to dinner. Where- 
upon they being fat down, meat immediately was 
brought, and the bilhop began merrily to eat. But 
what followed ? The bloody tyrant had not eaten a few 
bits, but the fudden ftroke of God's terrible hand fell 
upon him in fuch fort, as immediately he w;as taken 
from the table, and fo brought to his bed, where he 
continued the fpace of fifteen days in fuch intolerable 
anguiftt and torments, that all that mean while during 
the fifteen days, he could not yoid by urine or other* 
wife, any thing that he received : whereby his body 
being miferably inflamed within, (who had inflamed fo 
many good martyrs before) was brought to a wretched 
end. And therefore, no doubt, as moft likely it is, 
came (as was reported) the thrufting out of his tongue 
from his mouth, fo fwoln and black, with the inflam- 
mation of his body. A fpetftacle worthy to be 
noted and beheld of all fuch bloody and burning per- 
fecutors. 

When Dr. Day, bilhop of Chichefter, came to him, 
and began to comfort him with words of God's promife, 
and with the free jullification in the blood of Chrilt our 
Saviour, repeating the fcriptures to him; Winchefter 
hearing that, What, my lord, (quoth he) will you open 
the gap now ? then farewel all together. To me, and 
fuch others in my cafe, you may fpeak it, but open this 
window to the people, then farewel altogether. 

Here I could bring in the frivolous epitaph that was 
made on his death, devifed by a papift lor a popifti 
bilhop, but 1 omit it, and inftead thereof I have here 
infencd certain things gathered out of his fermons, 
words, and writings, wherein may appear what an ear- 
ned and vehement enemy he was to the pope, if he 
would have been conflant in himfelf : and how incon- 
ftantly he varied from himfelf; and alfo how he, Hand- 
ing upon the Angularity of his own wit, varied from other 
p.ipi Its in certain points. 
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The Sum and Effet of Bp. GARDINER'S SERMON, 
preached before Kino EDWARD, Ariiio 1550. 

When Jefus was come inro the parts of Ccfarca, a city 
that Philipus buildcd, he aiked his difciples, and faid, 
Whom do men fay that the Son of Man is? They 
faid, Some that thou art John the B.iptift, fome that 
thou art Elias, fome that thou art Jeremiah, or fome 
one of the prophets. He faid to them, But whom do 
ye fay that I am? Then anfuercd Simon Pcrer, and 
faid, Thou art Chrift the Son of the living God, &c. 
Matthew xvi. 13, 14, 1 5, 16. 

I Cannot have time, I think, to fpeak of the gofpel 
thoroughly, for other matters that ; have here now 
to fay, but I fhall note unto you fuch things as I may ; 
and firft, of the diverfity of opinions concerning Chrift, 
which were among the people variable : but among this, 
that is, the diiciples of Chrift's fchool, there was no va- 
riety, they agreed all together in one truth, and among 
them there was no variety. For when Peter had, for 
all the relh and in the name of all the reft, made his 
anfwer, that Chrift was the Son of God, they all con- 
fefled with one confent, that he had fpoken the truth. 
Yet thefe opinions of Chrift that the people had of him, 
though they were fundry,- yet thev were honourable and 
not ilanderous : for to fay that Chrift was Elias, and 
John the Baptift, was honourable: for fome thought him 
lb to be, becaufe he did frankly, lharply; and openly 
rebuke vice; They that called him Jeremiah, had alfo 
an honourable opinion of him, and thought him fo to 
be^ becaufe of his great learning which they perceived 
in him, and marvelled where he had it. And they that 
faid he was one of the prophets, had an honourable opi- 
nion of him, and favoured him, and thought well of him. 

The philofophers that were not of Chrift's fchool er- 
red every one in their vain opinions, and no one of them 
agreeth with the other. 

Yea, men of fimplicity, though they meant well, yet 
being out of Chrift's fchool, they varied and agreed not 
in their opinions of Chrift, though they thought well of 
him. Some faid he was John, fome Elias, fome Jere- 
miah, but none made the right anfwer. He that an- 
fwered here, was Simon the Son of Jonas, and he faid, 
Thou art Chrift the fon of the living God. 

Here ye may note the properties that were in Peter, 
He was called Simon, . which is obedience, and Jonas 
is a dove; fo that in him,' that is of Chrift's fchool, 
muli be thefe two properties, obedience and fimplicity. 
He muft be humble and innocent as a dove, that will 
be of Chrift's fchool. Pride is a hindrance of Chrift's 
fchool; for as the wife man faith, God refifteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble and meek. 

But now concerning the anfwer of Peter, Matthew 
here, in this place, faith he, anfwered, ** Thou art 
Chrift the Son of the living God." And St. Luke faith, 
he' anfwered, " Thou art the Chrift of God." And Sr. 
Mark faith, he anfwered, "Thou art the Chrift." But 
in all that is no variety ; for to fay, Chrift the Son of 
the living God, and to fay, The Chrift of God, and to 
fay, The Chrift, is in efFecl all one, and no diverfity in 
it, for Chrift alone is the whole: and he that confefleth 
thoroughly Chrift, is thoroughly a chriflian man, and 
doth therein confefs him to be the Lord and Saviour of 
the world. 

As he was our biftiop then, fo it is he that ftill keep- 
eth us in favour with God : and like as bis facrifice then 
made was fuflicient to deliver us from our fins, and to 
bring us in favour with God ; fo to continue us in the 
fame favour of God, he ordained a perpetual remem- 
brance of himfelf, he ordained himfelf for a memory of 
himfelf at his laft fupper, when he inftituted the facra- 
ment of the altar, not for another redemption as though 
the world needed a new redemption from fin, but that 
we might thoroughly remember his moft holy paf- 
fion, he inftituted the facrament by his molt holy word, 
faying, " This is my body," which word is fulheient to 
prove the facrament, and maketh fufficicntly for the 
. fubftance thereof. 
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And this it is that we muft believe of Chrift, and 
believe it thoroughly : and therefore by your patience, 
as Peter made his confeflion, fo will I makeconfeffion. 

As a facrifice ordained to make us the more flrong 
in the faith and remembrance of Chrift's paflion, and 
for commending unto God the fouls of fuch as be dead 
in Chrift, (for thefe two things are the fpecial caufes 
why the mafs was inftituted) the parliament very well 
ordained mafs to be kept; and becaufe we fhould be 
the more ftrong in the faith and devotion towards God, 
it was very well done of the parliament, for moving 
the people more and more to devotion, to ordain that 
the facrament fhould be received in both kinds. 
Therefore I fay, that the act of parliament for receiv- 
ing the facrament of the altar in both kinds, was well 
made. 

I fay alfo, that the proclamation which was made, 
That no man fhould irreverently fpeak of the facrament, 
or otherwife fpeak of it than the fcripture teacheth them, 
was well made. For this proclamation ftoppeth the 
mouths of all fuch as will irreverently fpeak of the fa- 
crament : for in fcripture there is nothing to be found 
that maketh any thing againft the facrament, but all 
maketh with it. Wherefore if they were the children 
of obedience, they would not ufe any irreverent talk 
againft the facrament, nor blafpheme the holy facra- 
ment. For no word of the fcripture maketh any thing 
againft it. 

Now will I return to the text. When Simon had an- 
fwered, Thou art Chrift the Son of the living God : 
then Chrift faid unto him, Bleffed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona, for flefh and blood hath not opened that unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven ; and I fay unto thee, 
that thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I build my 
church, and the gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it. 
Bleffed art thou (faith he) for flefh and blood hath not 
opened that unto thee. For otherwife in John, Andrew 
told of Chrift, and faid, I have found the Meffiah, which 
is Chrift. But that is not enough. He that (hall con- 
fefs Chrift muft have an inward teaching, and muft be 
fpiritually taught by the Father of heaven ; but the con- 
feflion of Peter was above the reafon of man : for Chrift 
was there a very man, and Peter's eyes told him that he 
was a man and nothing elfe; but he was inwardly 
taught by the Father of heaven, and had a fecret know- 
ledge given him from heaven, not by flefh and blood, 
that is to fay, by man's reafon, but inwardly by the 
Father of heaven. 

But Peter had another reafon inwardly taught him, 
and becaufe he underftood his leflbn, Chrift gave him a 
new name: for Petra is a (tone, a new name of a chrif- 
tian man, for upon this confeffion of thy faith, here I 
will build my church* that is, I will eftablifh all thofe 
which I intend to gather unto thee, and the devils (hall 
not prevail againft it : for he that with a good heart and 
fure faith confeffeth this, he is fure from all evil : this 
world nor Satan can do him no harm. 

But now for a farther declaration, it is a marvellous 
thing, that upon thefe words the bifhop of Rome fhould 
found his fupremacy : for whether it be Super Petram, 
or Petrum, all is one matter, it maketh nothing at all 
for the purpofe of a foundation of any fuch fupremacy. 
For otherwife (when Peter fpake carnally to Chrift, as in 
the fame chapter a little following) Satan was his name, 
where Chrift faid, Get behind me, Satan j fo that the name 
of Peter is no foundation for the fupremacy, but as it is 
faid in fcripture, Ye are built upon the foundation of the 
apoftles and prophets, that is, by participation for godly 
participation giveth names of things), he might be called 
the head of the church, as the head of the river is called 
the head, becaufe he was the firft that made this confef- 
fion of Chrift, which is not an argument for dignity, 
but for the quality that was in the man. For the firft 
man is not evermore the belt. The head-man 
queft, is not always the beft man in the queft. but is 
chofen to be the head-man for fome other quality that 
is in him. Virtue may allure men, fo that the inferior 
pcrfon in dignity may be the better in place, as the 
king fometimes chufcth a mean man to be of his 



council, of whom he hath a good opinion, yet is the 
king the king ftill. And in fome cafe the king of Eng- 
land might fend to Rome, and if the bifhop of Rome 
were a man of fuch wifdom, virtue, and learning, that 
he were able in matters of controverfy concerning re- 
ligion, to fet an unity in the church of England ; the 
king might well enough fend to him for his counfel and 
help, and yet fhould not in fo doing give the bifhop 0 f 
Rome any fuperiority over the king. 

But now to go forth declaring my mind ; in my time 
had come many alterations. Firft, a great alteration it 
was to renounce the bifhop of Rome's authority, and I 
was one that flood in it. A great alteration it was, that 
abbeys were diffolved. A great alteration it was that 
images were pulled down : and to all thefe I conde- 
fcended, and yet I have been accounted a maintainer of 
fuperftition, and have been called a matter of the cere- 
monies, and of outward things ; and I have been noted 
to take that religion which confifteth in outward things, 
as though he were a right chriftian that fulfilled the out- 
ward ceremonies, whereof I promifed to declare my 
confeience, and fo will I, and how I have efteemed ce- 
remonies, and that I have never been of other opinion 
than I am concerning ceremonies, and my opinion I 
have gathered of Auguftine and Jerome, ancient fathers 
and doctors of the church. 

Ceremonies ferve to move men to ferve God, and as 
long as they be ufed for that purpofe, they may be well 
ufed in the church : but when man maketh himfelf fer- 
vant to them, and not them to ferve him, then be our 
ceremonies brought to an abufe. If by overmuch fami- 
liarity of them men abufe them, they do evil. 

We had many images whereto pilgrimages were done, 
and many tombs that men were ufed to vilit, by reafon 
whereof they fell into a fancy of idolatry and fuperftition, 
above the things that they might have been taken ibrj 
and becaufe that they had not the ufe they were ordained 
for, they were left. 

As touching ceremonies,_I efteem them all a 



Neverthelefs we have time, place, and 
number, as a certain number of pfalms to be faid at 
times, which may be done without fuperftition; but 
thefe things muft ferve us, and not we ferve them. Yet 
if an order be fet in them by fuch as have power, we 
muft follow it, and we mull obey the rulers that appoint 
fuch time, place, and number to be kept. You may 
not fay, if the time will ferve me, then 1 will come r.n 
hour after. No, fir, you muft keep this time, and 
this hour, becaufe it is fo. appointed by the rulers, not 
for the things, but for the order that is fet. 1 have been 
ever of this opinion. 

We had palms and candles taken away, which things 
may indifferently have either of the two reformations 
abovefaid. When they were in place, they fhould have 
put men in remembrance of their duty and devotion 
towards God, but becaufe they were abufed, they were 
and might be taken away. But the religion of Chrift si 
not in thefe exercifes, and therefore in taking away of 
them the religion of Chrift is nothing touched nor hin- 
dered. But men muft in fuch things be conformable, 
not for the ceremony, but for obedience fake. St. Paul 
faith, that we fhould rebuke every brother that walketh 
inordinately. I have told you mine opinion, and my 
confeience telleth me that I have fpoken plainly, that 
you may know what I am, and that you may not be de- 
ceived in me, nor be flandered in me, nor make any 
further fearch to know my heart. 

I miflike thofe preachers who preach by the king's 
licenfe, and thofe readers which by the king's permiffion 
and fuffcrance do read open lectures, do openly and 
blafphemoufly talk againlt the mafs, and againft the 
facrament. And to whom may I liken fuch readers and 
preachers? I may liken them unto pofts, for the pro- 
verb faith, That pofts do bear truth in their letters, and 
lies in their mouths : and fo do they, and to fpeak fo 
againft the facrament, it is the molt marvellous matter 
that ever 1 faw or heard of. I would wifh therefore 
that 



Q. Mary. A.P. 1555;,] Dr. RIDLEY's. LAMENTATIOSN'for fHe CHANGE of RELIGION. 381 



that there were a flay and an order in this behalf, and 
that there might be;. but. one order and rule. And; Jet 
no man out of his own head begin matters, nor go be- 
fore the' king.'' 1 They call it going before the king, and 
fuch make themfelves kings. 1 - 

Now, reader, compare thefe writings, preachings, 
and fayings of this bifhop in the days of king Henry 
and king Edward, with his doing in queen Mary's time, 
and thou fhalt fee how variable he was, how inconfiant 
and contrary to hirrifelf,' how 'perjured and falfe, and 
far differing from that, which, he was reported to be, 
in a certain Englifli book fet out in queen-Mary's rime, 
which faith that there were three only in England, 
whofe confcience had never been ftained in religion : of 
whom he falfely faith, the- aforefaidbiihop of Winchef- 
ter was one. 



fit MARTYRDOM^ JOHN WEBB.IGentji-eivun, 
, GEORGE ROPER, ;o*<i GREGORY PARKE, at 
'. Canterbury. 

JOHN WEBB was brought before the bifhop of 
Dover,- andiNicholas Harpsfield, or fome other de- 
puted in their room, on the 16th of September, and 
there had propounded unto him fuch articles as were 
commonly adminiftered by Bonner to thofe of his jurif- 
diclion: and being willed forthat prefent.to: depart, and 
to deliberate with himfelf .upon the matter, again ft the 
next time of his appearance; he made anfwer, that. he 
would ho otherwife fay (by God's, grace) than he had 
already faid, which was' this : As touching. the facrament 
of Chrift's bpdy, faid he, 1 do believe it to. be left unto 
his church (with thankfgiving) in commemoration of 
his death and paflion, until- his coming again. •■ So tfet 
it is left in remembrance of his body, and not by worda 
of confecration to be made wholly his body, really, fub- 
ftantially, and the fame bofly that was born of the virgin 
Mary : 1 utterly deny that. 

After this (befides fundry other times) the third day 
of Oitbber, the faid John Webb, George. Roper, and 
Gregory Parke, were all brought together before the faid 
judges; who there and then agreeing, and. ftedfaftly 
allowing the former anfwer made before by Mr. Webb, 
were by" the bloody prelates adjudged heretics; and 
therefore about the end of the fame month they were 
brought but of prifon together to the place of martyr- 
dom; faying certain pfalrra mournfully as they were 
going to the ftake.' 

And being thus brought (as I faid) to the ftake, and 
there encompaffed about with a chain, were burnt all 
together in one fire at Canterbury, moft patiently en- 
suring their torments, and accounting themfelves hap- 
py and blefied of the Lord- that they were made worthy 
to fuffer for Chrift's gofpel fake. 



AJhort Account of WILLIAM WISEMAN. 

THE 13th of December, William Wifeman, a cloth- 
worker of London, died in Lollards' Tower, 
*here he was in prifon and bonds for the gofpel of Chrift : 
jorne thought, that either through famine, or ill hand- 
ling of fome murdering papifts, he was made away. By 
Teafon whereof the coroner, named John Gibbes, gen- 
tleman, with an inqueft of twelve men, fatupon him, who, 
although to outward appearance were faid to find no- 
thing in him elfe but only God's vifitation, yet what 
other privy caufes there might be of his death, the 
Lord knoweth, 1 have not to fay. 

After the faid William Wifeman was departed (as is 
»id) in the Tower, the papifts caft him out into the 
wlds, commanding that jio man fhould bury him," ac- 
cording as their devout manner is to do with all fuch as 
dlc in like fort, whom they account as profane, and 
Worthy of no burial, but . to be' caft to dogs and birds. 
A "d yet notwithftanding this their mercilefs command- 



ment, fixmergood -Tobirs there were who buried him irr 
the evening, as commonly the\ did all the reft. thrown 
opt in like manner; wham- they were wont privily by 
night to:cover, and many times the archers. in the fit-Ids 
Handing, by, and tinging pfalmstogethcr.-artheir burtal. 

In the fame month of December, James Gore alfo 
died in prifon at Colchefter, • laid there in bonds for the 
truth of God's word. 1 



The Hiftory. o/.MrJ JOHN PHILFOT, who was ex- 
amined, condemned, and martyred for the Defence of the 
Gospel of Christ. : 

THE troubles of Mr. Philpot have been partly re- 
I lated before, in the -beginning of queen Mary's 
time, in profecuring the difputation'in the corivoeation- 
houfe. He: came- of a worfhipful family, the fon of a 
knight, born, in Hampfhire, brought up at Ne.w Col- 
lege in Oxford, where he fludied the civil law. about' fix 
or feven years, befides other-liberal arts, efpecially lan- 
guages, and particularly he wonderfully advahced in the 
. Hebrew tongue. , 

•From Oxford, defirous to. fee other countries, as 
occafion ferved thereunto, he went over into Italy and 
places thereabouts; where he coming upon a time from 
Venice to Padua, was- in danger through a certain Fran^ 
cifcan: friar accompanying hirh: in his journey, Avhd, 
coming to Padua; foughtto accufe him of herefy. ' At 
lengtb.returning into England, as the time miniftered 
more boldnefs unto him in the days of king Ldward, 
he had divers: conflicts with bifhop Gardiner in the city 
Of Winchefter. .. : _ .V 

After that, having an advowfon by the faid bifhop, 
he was made there archdeacon of Winchefter, under Dr. 
Poiner, who then fucceeded Gardiner in that bifhopric. 
Thus he continued during the time of king Edward, to 
the great profit of thofe parts thereabouts. When that 
pious king was taken away, and Mary his lifter came 
in place, whofe' ftudy was wholly bent to alter the flate 
of religion in the woeful realm of England : firft- (he 
caufed a convocation of the prelates and learned men 
to be aflembled for the accomplifhment of her defire. 

In which convocation, Mr. Philpot being .prefenr, 
according to his room and degree, with a few others' 
fuftained the caufe of the gofpel manfully againft the 
contrary part (as has been already recited;, for" which 
caufe, notwithftanding the liberty of the houfe promifed 
before, he was called to account before bifhop Gardiner 
the chancellor, then being his ordinary, by whom he 
was firft examined, although that examination came 
not to our hands. From thence again he was removed 
to bifhop Bonner, and other commiflioners, with whom 
he had divers conflicts, as may appear by rhe following 
examinations. 

The FIRST EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN PHIL, 
POT, before the Queen's Commissioners, Mr. 
Cholmley, Mr. Roper, and Dr. Story, and one of 
the Scribes of the Arches, at Newgate Seflions-Hall, 
October 2, 1555. 

Roper "V^^P hear fay that you are out of tne catho- 
e ' W J ic church, and have been a difturber 
of the fame; out of which whofo is, he cannot be the 
child of falvation. Wherefore if you will come into the 
fame, you fhall be received and find favour. 

Philpot. I am come before your worfhipful mafter- 
fhips at your appointment, understanding that you are 
rhagiftrates authorized by the queen's majefty, whom I 
own and will dolmy due obedience unto the uttei*rioft. 
Wherefore f.defire. to know what caufe I have offended 
in, for which 1 am now called before you. And if 1 
cannot be charged with any particular matter done con- 
trary to the laws of this realm, 1 defire your mafter- 
fhips, that I may have the benefit of a fubjecT, and be 
delivered out of my wrongful imprifonment, where I 
have lain a year and a half, without any calling to an-. 
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Twer before now, and my living taken from me with- 
out law. 

Roper. Though we have no particular matter to 
charge you withal, yet we may by our commiflion and 
by the law, drive you to anfwer to the fufpicion of a . 
flander going on you : and befides this, we have ftatutes 
to charge you herein withal. , 

Philpot. If 1 have offended any ftatute, charge me 
therewithal, and if I have incurred the penalty thereof, 
punifh me accordingly. And becaufe you are magif- 
trates and executors of the queen's majefty's laws, by 
force whereof you do now fit, I defire that if I be found 
no notorious tranfgreflbr of any of them, I may not be 
burdened with more than I have done. 

Cholmley. If the juftice do fufpeel a felon, he may 
examine him upon fufpicion thereof, and commit him 
to prifon though there be no fault done. 

Story. I perceive whereabout this man goeth : he is 
plain in Cardmaker's cafe, for he made the fame alle- 
gations. But they will not ferve thee ; for thou art an 
heretic, and holdeft againft the bleffed mafs: how fay- 
eft thou to that ? 

Pbilpot. 1 am no heretic. 

Story. I will prove thee an heretic. Whatfoever 
hath held againft the bleffed mafs is' an heretic but 
thou haft held againft the fame, therefore thou art an 
heretic. 

Philpot. That which I fpake, and which you are able 
to charge me withal, was in the convocation, where, by 
the queen's majefty's will and her whole council, liberty 
was given to every man of the houfe to utter his con- 
ference, and to fpeak his mind freely of fuch queftions 
\n religion, as there were propounded by the prolocu- 
tor; for which now I thought not to be molefted and 
imprifoned as I have been, neither now be compelled 
by you to anfwer for the fame. 

. Story. Thou fhalt go to Lollards" Tower, and be 
handled there like an heretic as thou art, and anfwer to 
the fame that thou there didft fpeak, and be judged by 
the bifhop of London. 

Pbilpot. I have already been convented of this mat- 
ter before the lord chancellor, mine ordinary, who this 
long time hath kept me in prifon: therefore, if his lord- 
fhip will take my life away, as he hath done my liberty 
and living, he may ; which 1 think he cannot do of his 
confeience, and therefore hath let me lie thus long in 
prifon : . wherefore I am content to abide the end of him 
herein, that is mine ordinary, and do refufe the auditory 
of the bifhop of London, becaufe he is an incompetent 
judge for me, and not mine ordinary. 

Story. But, fir, thou fpakeft words in the convoca- 
tion-houfe, which is in the bifhop of London's diocefe, 
and therefore thou fhalt be carried to Lollards' Tower, 
to be judged by him for the words thou fpakeft in his 
diocefe againft the bleffed mafs. 

Pbilpot. Sir, you know it is againft all equity, that 
I fhould be twice vexed for one caufe, and that by fuch 
as by the law have nothing to do with me. 

Roper. You cannot deny, but that you fpoke againft 
the mafs in the convocation-houfe. 

Story. Doft thou, deny that which thou fpakeft there, 
or no? 

Philpot. I cannot deny that I have fpoken there, 
and if by the law you may put me to death for it, 
I am here ready to fuffer whatfoever I fhall be judged 
unto. 

Story. Marfhal, take him home with you again, and 
fee that you bring him again on Thurfday, and then 
we fhall rid your fingers of him, and afterwards of 
your other heretics. 

The SECOND EXAMINATION of Mr. PHILPOT, 
leftke the Queen's Commissioners, Mr. Cholmley, 
Mr. Roper, Dr. Story, Dr. Cook, and the Scribe, 

' OcT:. 24, 155 5, at Newgate Seffions-Hall. 

AT my coming, a man of Aldgate, of mine ac- 
quaintance, faid unto me, God have mercy on 
you, for you are already condemned in this world ; for 
Br. Story faid, that my lord chancellor had command- 



ed to db you away. After a little converfation had 
between them, Mr. Cholmley called Ime unto him 
faying : * 

Cholmley. Mr. Philpot, (hew yourfelf a wife man, 
and be not ftubborn in your own opinion, but be eon! 
formable to the. queen's proceedings, and live, and you 
fhall be.wellaffured of greatfavour and reputation. 

Pbilpot. I fhall do as it becometh a chriflian man 
todo. 

Story. This'man is the ranked heretic that hath been 
in all my lord chancellor's diocefe, and hath done more 
hurt than any man elfe there: and therefore his pleai'ure 
is, that he fhould have the law to proceed againft him, 
and then to Tecant or elfe burn. 

Cook. This man hath moft ffoutly maintained here- 
fies fince the queen's coming in, above any. .that I have 
heard of; therefore it is moft meet that he fliould be 
adjudged by the bifhop of London, for theberelics he 
hath maintained. 

Philpot. ''I, have maintained no herefies. 
- Cook. No, have you not ? Did you not . openly fpeak. 
againft the facrament of the altar in the convocation- 
houfe ? Call you that no herefy ? wilt thou recant that 
or not ? 

■Philpot. It was the queen's majefty's. pleafure that 
we fhould reafon thereof,, not by my feeking, but 
by other men's procuring, in the hearing of the 
council. 

Cook. Did the queen give you leave to be an heretic? 
you may be fure her grace will not do fo. Well, we 
will not difpute that matter with you ; my lord of Lon- 
don fhall proceed by inquifition upon thee, and if thou 
wilt not recant, thou fhalt be burned. 

■Philpot. My lord of London is not mine ordinary in 
this behalf, and 1 have already anfwered unto mine or- 
dinary in this matter: and therefore, (as I have faid be- 
fore) you (hall do me great wrong, to vex me twice for 
one matter, fince I have fuftained this long imprifon- 
ment, befides the lofs of my living. 

Roper. You were a very unmeet man to be an arch- 
deacon. 

Philpot. I know I was as meet a man as he that hath 

Cook. A meet man, quoth he ? He troubled Mr. Ro- 
per and the whole country. 

Pbilpot. There never was poor archdeacon fo handled 
at your hands as I am, and that without any juft caufe 
you be able to lay unto me. 

Cook. Thou art no archdeacon. 

Philpot. 1 am archdeacon Mill, although another be 
in pofleffion of my living ; for I was never deprived by 
any law. 

Cook. No, fir, that needeth not : for a notorious here- 
tic fhould have no ordinary proceeding about his depri- 
vation ; but the bifhop may, upon knowledge thereof, 
proceed to deprivation. 

Philppf. Mr. Doilor, you know that the common 
law is,btherwife: and befides this, the ftatutes of this 
realm' be otherwife, which gave this benefit to every 
perftin, though he be an heretic, to enjoy his living un- 
til he be put to death for the fame. 

Cholmley. No, there thou art deceived. 

Pbilpot. Upon the living I mind not. But the un- 
juft dealing grieveth me, that I fhould be thus troubled 
tor my confeience, contrary to all law. 

Cholmley. Why, will not you agree that the 
queen's .majefty may caufe you to be examined of your 
faith ? 

Philpot. Afk you Mr. Doctor Cook, and he will tell 
you that the temporal magiftrates have nothing to do 
with faith, for determination thereof. And St. Am- 
brofe faith, that the things of God are not fubjecT: to 
the power and authority of princes. 

Cook. No, may not the temporal power commit yo« 
to be examined of your faith to the bifhop ? 

Pbilpot. Yea, fir. 1 deny not that ; but you «il 
grant that the fame may examine any of their own au 
thority. 

Cook. Let him be had away. 

Pbilpot. Your maftcrfhip promifed me the laft tim 
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I was before you, I fhould fee your commiflion by 
w hat authority you do call me, and whether I by the 
fame be bound to anfwer to fo much as you demand. 

Roper. Let him f ce tne commiffion. 

The fcribe then exhibited it to Mr. Roper, and was 
about to open the fame. 

Cook. Fo, what will you do ? he fhall not fee ir. 

Philpot. Then you do me wrong to call me and ve* 
ro e,not fhewing your authority in this behalf. 

Cook. If we do you wrong, complain of us: 
and in the mean time thou fhalt lie in the Lollards* 
Tower. 

Philpot. Sir, I am a poor gentleman ; therefore I 
truft to your gentlenefs that you will not commit me 
tofo vile and ftraight a place, being found no heinous 
trefpaffer. 

Cook. Thou art no gentleman. 

Philpot. Yes, that I am. 

Cook. An heretic is no gentleman : for he is a gen- 
tleman that hath gentle conditions. 

Philpot. The offence cannot take away the ftate of a 
gentleman as long as he liveth, although he were a trai- 
tor: but I mean not to boaft of my gentlemanfhip, but 
will put it under my foot, fince you do no more cf- 
teem it. 

Story. What, will you fuffer this heretic to prate all 
the day ? 

Cook. He faith he is a gentleman. 

Story. A gentleman, laid he ? he is a vile heretic 
knave : for an heretic is no gentleman. Let the keeper 
of the Lollards' Tower come in, and have him away. 

Keeper. Here lir. 

Story. Take this man with you to the Lollards' 
Tower, orelfe to the bifhop's coal-houfej 

Philpot. Sir, if I were a dog, you could not appoint 
me a worfe nor a more vile place : but I muft be content 
with whatfoever injury you do offer me. God give you 
a more merciful heart, you are very cruel upon one 
that hath never offended you. I pray you Mr. Cholm- 
ley, fliew me fome friendfhip that I may not be car- 
ried to fo vile a place. And he then called me afide, 
and faid : 

Cholmley. I neither underftand their doings nor their 
laws j I cannot tell what they mean. I would I could 
do you good. 

Philpot. I am content to go whither you will have 
me. There never was a man more cruelly handled 
than I am at your hands, that without juft caufe known 
ihould thus be treated. 

Story. Shall we fuffer this heretic thus to reprove 
Have him hence. 

Philpot. God forgive you, and give you more merci- 
ful hearts, and fhew you more mercy in the time of 
need : " Do quickly that you have in hand." 

Story. Do you not hear how he maketh us like 

Philpot. This is after your own underftanding. 
After this, I with four others were brought to the 
keeper's houfe in Pater-nofter-row, where we fupped, 
and after fupper I was called up to a chamber by the 
archdeacon of London's fervant, and that in his matter's 
name, who offered me a bed for that night. Towhom 
1 gave thanks, faying, That it would be a grief to 1 
tolie one night well, and the next night worfe: whej 
fore I will begin (faid I) as I am like to continue to take 
fuch part as my fellows do. And with that we were 
brought thro.ugh Pater-nofter-row to my lord of Lon- 
don's coal-houfe j unto which is joined a little blind 
houfe, with a great pair of flocks, appointed both for 



hand and foot : but thanks be to God we have not play- 
ed of thofe organs ycr, although fome before us hav< 
tried them ; and there we found a minifter of Effcx, a 
married prieft, a man of godly Zeal, with one other 
poor man. And this minifter at my coming defired to 
fpeak with me, and did greatly lament his own infir- 
mity, for that through extremity of imprifonment he 
was conftrained by writing to yield to the bifliop of. 
London : whereupon he was once fet at liberty, and 
afterward felt fuch a hell in his confcicnce that he could 
fcarce refrain from deftroying himfelf, and never could 
33. 



be at quiet until he wentto the bifhop's regiftcr, deliring 
fee his bill again ; which as foon as he had received, 
tore it in pieces, and after he was as joyful as any 
man might be. Of which when my lord of London 
underftood he fent for him, and fell upon him like a 
lion, and likea manly bifhop buffeted him well, fo [hat 
he made his face black and blue, and pluck? away 3 
great piece of his beard : but now, thanks be to God, 
he is as joyful under the crofs as any of us, and very 
forry for his former infirmity. I write this, becaufe I 
would all men to take heed, how they do conrrary to 
their confeience; which is, to fall into the pains of hell. 

The Manner of my Icing called firft before the Bishop of 
LONDON, the fecond Night of mine Imprifonment in 
his Coal-house. 

THE bifhop fent Mr. Johnfonhis regiftcr to me with 
at mefs of mear, and a good pot of drink and 
bread, faying, that my lordhad no knowledge before of 
my being here, for' which he was forry: therefore he 
had fent me and my fellows that meat, not knowing 
hether 1 would receive the fame. 
I thanked God for my lord's charity, that it pleaTed 
im to remember poor prifoners, defiring Almighty 
God to increafe the fame in him, and in all others; 
nd therefore I would not refine his beneficence, and 
therewith took the fame unto my brethren, praifing 
God for his providence towards his airlifted flock, 
that he ftirred our adverfaries up to help the fame in 
eir neceffity. 

Jobnfin. My lord would know the caufe of your being 
fent hither (for he knoweth nothing thereof), and won- 
dereth that he fhould be troubled with prifoners that 
are not of his own diocefe. 

Philpot. I declared unto him the whole caufe. 
After which he faid, My lord's will was, that I 
fhould have any friendfhip I would defire, and fa 
departed. 

Within a while after, one of my lord's gentlemen 
came forme; and I was brought into his prcfence, 
where he fat at a table with three or four of his chap- 
lains waiting upon him, and his rcgifter. 

Bonner. Mr. Philpot, you arc welcome ; give me 
your hand. 

With that, becaufe he fo gently put forth his hand, 
I to render courtefy for courtcfy, killed my hand and 
gave him the fame. 

Bonner. I am right forry for your trouble, and I pro- 
mire you that till within thefe two hours, I knew not 
of your being here. I pray you tell me what was the 
caufe of your being fent hither : for I promife you I 
know nothing thereof as yet, neither would I you fhould 
think that I was the caufe thereof: and I marvel that 
other men will trouble me with their matters j but I 
muft be obedient to my betters, and I fear men fpeak 
otherwife of me than 1 deferve. 

Philpot. I fhewed him the fum of the matter,- that 
it was for the difputation in the convocation-houfe, for 
which 1 was againft all right molefted. 

Bonner. I marvel that you fhould be troubled for 
that, if there was none other caufe but this. But per- 
adventure you have maintained the famefince, and fome 
of your friends of late have afked, whether you do 
ftand to the fame, and you have faid, yea j and for this 
you might be committed toprifon. 

Philpot. If it fhall pleafe your lord (hip I am bur- 
dened no otherwife than I have told you, by the com- 
miflioners who fent me hither, becaufe I would not 
recant the fame. 

Bonner. A man may fpeak in the parliamenuhoufe, 
though it be a place of free fpeech, fo as he may be 
impnfoned for it, as in cafe he fpeak words of high- 
treafon againft the king or queen ; and fo it might be 
that you fpake otherwife than it became you of the 
church of Chrift. 

Philpot. Ifpakc nothing which was out of the arti- 
cles which were calh-d in queftion, and agreed upon to 
bedifputcd by the whole houfe, and by permiffion of 
the queen and council. 

Bomier. Wliv, mav we difpute of our faith? 

5 A ' ' Philpot. 
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Philpot. That we may. 

Bonner. Nay, I think not, by the law. 

Philpot. Indeed by the civil law I know it is not 
lawful, but by God's law we may reafon thereof. For 
Sr. Peter futh, " Be ye ready to render account unto 
all men of the hope which is in you, that demand of 
you the fame." 

Bonner. Indeed, St. Peter faith fo. Why, then I afk 
of you what your judgment is of the facrament of the 
altar. 

Philpot. My lord, St. A mbrofe faith, that the difpu- 
tation of faith ought to be in the congregation, in the 
hearing of the people, and that 1 am not bound to ren- 
der account thereof to every man privately, unlefs it 
be to edify. But now I cannot fhew you my mind, 
but 1 muff run upon the pikes in danger of my life for 
it. Wherefore as the faid doctor faid unto Valentinian 
the emperor, fo fay I to your lord fhip; Take away the 
law, and 1 fhall reafon i\ ith you. And yet if I come in 
open judgment, where I am bound by the law to anfwer, 
I truft 1 fhall utter my confeience as freely as any that 
hath come before you.' 

Bonner. 1 perceive you are learned, I would have 
fuch as you be about me. But you muft come and be 
of the church, for there is but one church. 

Philpot. God forbid I fhould be out of the church, I 
am fure I am within the fame : for I knowas I am taught 
by the fcripture, that there is but one catholic church, 
one dove, one fpoufe, one beloved congregation, out of 
which there is no falvation. 

Bonner. How chanceth it then, that you go out of the 
fame, and walk not with us? 

Philpot. My lord, I am fure I am within the bounds 
of the church whereupon lheis built, which is the word 
of God. 

Bonner. What age are you of ? 

Philpot. I am four and forty. 

Bonner. You are not now of the fame faith your god fa- 
ther and godmothers promifed for you, in which you were 
baptized. 

Philpot. Yes, I thank God I am : for I was baptized 
into the faith of Chrift which I now hold. 

Bonner. How can that be ? there is but one faith. 

Philpot. I am afTured of that by St. Paul, faying, 
" That there is but one God, one faith, and one bap- 
tifm," of which I am. 

Bonner. You were twenty years ago of another faith 
than you are now. 

Philpct. Indeed, my lord, to tell you plain, I was 
then of no faith, a neuter, a wicked liver, neither hot 
nor cold. 

Bonner. Why, do you not think that we have now the 
true faith ? 

Philpot. I defire your lordfhip to hold me excufed for 
anfwering at this time. I am fure that God's word was 
thoroughly with the primitive church, and all the anci- 
ent fathers do agree with this faith 1 am of. 

Bonner. Well, I promife you I mean you no more hurt 
than to mine own perfon : 1 will not therefore burthen 
you with your confeience now j 1 marvel that you are 
fo merry in prifon as >ou are, finging and rejoicing, as 
the prophet faith, Rejoicing in your naughtinefs. Me- 
thinks you do not well herein ; you fhould rather lament 
and be forry. 

Philpot. My lord, the mirth that we make is but in 
finging certain pfalms, according as wc are commanded 
by St. Paul, willing us to be merry in the Lord, finging 
together in hymns and pfalms: and I truft your lordfllip 
cannot be difpleafed with that. 

Bonner. We may fay unto you as Chrift faid in the gof- 
pel, " We have piped unto you, and ye have not 
danced 

Here my lord (tumbled, and could not bring forth the 
text, and required his chaplains to help, and to put him in 
remembrance of the text better; but they were mum : 
and 1 recited out the text unto him, which made nothing 
tohis purpofe, unlefs he would have us to mourn, becaufe 
they, if they laugh, fing ftill forrowful things unto us, 
threatening faggots and fire. 



Philpot. We are, my lord, in a dark comfortlefs 
place, and therefore it bchoveth us to be merry, ] e n- 
as Soloman faith, forrowfulnefs eat up our heart' 
Therefore I truft your lordfllip will not be angry for our 
finging of pfalms, fince St. Paul faith, " If any man 
be of an upright mind, let him fing." And we there, 
fore, fo teftify that we are of an upright mind to God 
(though we be in mifery) do fing. ' 

Bonner. I will trouble you no farther as how. If 
I can do you any good, I fhall be glad to do it for you. 
God be with you, good Mr. Philpot, and give you 3 
good night. Have him to the cellar, and let him drink 
a cup of wine. 

Thus 1 departed and by my lord's regifter I was 
brought to his cellar door, where I drank a good cup 
of wine. And my lord's chaplain, Mr. Coufin, f 0 £ 
lowed me, making acquaintance, faying, that I was 
welcome, and wifhed that I would not be lingular. 

Philpot. I am well taught the contrary by Solomon 
faying, Woe be to him that is alone. After that I was 
carried to my lord's coal-houfe again, where I with my 
fix companions do houfe together in ftraw as chearf'ully 
(we thank God) as others do in their beds of down. 
Thus for the third fit. 

The FOURTH EXAMINATION a/Mr. PHILPOT 
in the Archdeacon of LONDON'S Houfe, in tb't 
Month of October, before the Bishops o/"LONDON 
BATH, WORCESTER, and GLOUCESTER. ' 

BONNER. Mr. Philpot, it hath pleafcd my lords 
to take pains here to-day, to dine with my poor 
archdeacon, and in the dinner-time it chanced us to 
have communication of you, and you were pitied here 
by many that knew you at New College, in Oxford. 
And 1 alfo do pity your cafe, becaufe you feem unto 
me by the talk 1 had wirh you rhe other night, to be 
learned: and therefore now I have fent for you to come 
before them, that it might not be faid hereafter, that 
I had fo many learned bifhops at my houfe, and yet 
would not vouchfafe them to talk with you, and at my 
requcft (I thank them ) they are content fo to do. Now 
therefore utter your mind Ireely, and you fhall with ali 
favour be fatisfied. 1 am forry to fee you lie in fo evil 
a cafe as you do, and would fain you fhould • do better, 
as you may if you pleafe. 

Bath. My lords here have not fent for you to fawrt 
upon you, but for charity fake to exhort you to comc 
into the right catholic church. 

Worcefter. Before he beginneth to fpeak, it is beft 
that he call upon God for grace, and to pray that it 
might pleafe God to open his heart, that he may con- 
ceive the truth. 

Philpot. With that I fell down upon my knees be- 
fore them, and made my prayer on this manner: 

" Almighty God, which art the giver of all wifdom 
and undcrftanding, I befeech thee of thine infinite 
goodnefs and mercy in Jcfus Chrift, to give me (molt 
vile finner in thy fight) the fpirit of wifdom to fpeak 
and make anfwer in thy caufe, that it may be to the 
fatisfaction of the hearers, before whom I ftand, and 
alfo to my better undcrftanding if I be deceived in any 
thing." 

Bonner. Nay, my lord of Worcefter, you did not 
well to exhort him to make any prayer. For this is the 
thing they have a lingular pride in, that they can often 
make their vain prayers, in which they glory much. 
For in this point they are much like to certain arrant 
heretics, of whom Pliny maketh mention, that did daily 
fing praife unto God before dawning of the day. 

Philpot. My lord, God make me and nil you here 
prefent fuch heretics as thofe were that fung thofe 
morning hymns: for they were right chriftians, with 
whom the tyrants of the world were oftended with 
their well doing. 

Bath. Proceed to what he hath to fay. He hath 
prayed I cannot tell for what. 

Bonner. Say on, Mr. Philpot; my lords will gladly 
hear you. 

rhilpot. 
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philpot. I have, my lords, been thefe twelve months 
n d a half in prifon without any juft caufe that I know, 
^idmy li v ' n g taken from me without any lawful ordeiy 
and now 1 am brought (contrary to right) from my own 
territory and ordinary, into another man's jurifdiction, 
T know not why. Wherefore, if your lordfhips can 
burden me with any evil done, I ftand here before you 
to purge me of the fame - And if no fuch tnin S mav 
be juftty laid to my charge, 1 defire to be releafed of 
this wrongful trouble. 

Bonner. There is none here that goeth about to 
trouble you, but to do you good, if we can. For I pro- 
rnife you, you were ferit hither to me, without my 
knowledge. Therefore fpeak your confcience without 
any fear. 

Pbilpot. My lord, I have learned to anfwer in mat- 
ters of religion in the congregation, being thereto 
lawfully called : but now I am not lawfully called, nei- 
ther is here a juft congregation where I ought to 
anfwer. 

Bonner. Indeed this man told me the laft time I 
fpakc with him, that he was a lawyer, and would not 
utter his confcience in matters of faith, unlefs it were 
in the hearing of the people, where he might fpeak to 
vain-glory. 

Pbilpot. My lord, 1 faid that I was not a lawyer, 
neither did I arrogate to myfelf that name, although I 
was once a novice in the fame, where I learned fome- 
thing for mine own defence, when 1 am called in judg- 
ment to anfwer to any caufe, and whereby I have been 
taught not to put myfelf further in danger than I need, 
and fo far am 1 a lawyer, and no farther. 

Bath. If you will not anfwer to my lord's requeft, 
you fcern to be a wilful man in your opinion. 

Pbilpot. My lord of London is not mine ordinary 
before whom I am bound to anfwer in this behalf, as 
Mr. D. Cole (who is a lawyer) can well tell you by the 
law. And I have not offended my lord of London 
wherefore he fhould call me. 

Bonner. Yes, I have to lay to your charge, that 
you have offended in my diocefe, by fpeaking againft 
the bleiTed facrament of the altar: and therefore I 
may call you, and proceed againft you to punifh 
you by the law. 

Pbilpot. 1 have not offended in your diocefe. For 
that which I fpake in -.he facrament was in Paul's church 
in the convocation-houfe, which (as 1 underftand) is a 
peculiar jurifdi&ion belonging to the dean thereof, and 
therefore is counted of your lordfhip's diocefe, but not 
in your diocefe. 

Bonner. Is not Paul's church in my diocefe ? Well, 
I think it cofteth me a good deal of money in the year, 
the leading thereof. 

Pbilpot. That may be, and yet be exempted from 
your lordfhip's jurifdidtion. And if I had fo offended 
in your diocefe, yet 1 ought by the law to be fent to my 
ordinary, if I require it, and not to be punifhed by 
you that are not my ordinary. And already (as I have 
told you) 1 have been convented , of mine ordinary for 
this caufe, which you go about to enquire of me. 

Bonner. How fay you, Mr. D. Cole, may not I 
proceed againft him by the law, for what he hath done 
in my diocefe ? 

Cole. 1 think Mr. Philpot needethnot to ftand fo 
much with your lordfhip in that point as he doth, fince 
you feek not to hinder him, but to further him: there- 
fore 1 think it beft that he go to the matter that is laid 
*U5iml him of the convocation, and make no longer 
delay. 

Pbilpot. I would willingly fhew my mind of the 
Hatter, but I am fure it will be laid againft me to my 
prejudice when 1 come to judgment. 

Vole. Why then you may fpeak by prOteftation. 

Pbilpot. But what fhall my proreftation avail in a 
c «ufe of herefy (as you call it), if I fpeak otherwife 
than you will have me; fince that which 1 fpake in the 
convocation-houfe, being a place privileged, cannot now 
help me? 

Homier. But, Mr. D. Cole, may not I proceed 
'gsiutt him for that offence he hath done in my diocefe? 



Cola You may call him before you, my lord, if he 
be found in your diocefe. 

Philpot. But 1 have by force been brought out of 
my own diocefe to my lord's, and rcqufred to be judged 
by my own ordinary: and therefore I know Mr. Doctor 
will not fay of his own knowledge, that your lordfhip 
ought to proceed againft me. And here Mr. Doctor 
would fay nothing. 

IVorceJlcr. Do you not think to find before my lord 
here, as good equity in your caufe, as before your own 
ordinary? 

Philpot. I cannot blame my lord of London's equi- 
ty, with whdrft (I thank his lordfhip) I have found more 
gcntlenefs fince 1 came, than of mine own ordinary 
(1 fpeak it for no flattery) this year and half before, who 
never would call me, to anfwer, as his lordfhip hath 
done now twice. No man is forbid to ufe his own right 
due unto him; but I ought, not to be forestalled of my 
right, and therefore I challenge the fame for divers 
other considerations; 

Homier. Now you cannot fay hereafter but that you 
have been gently communed with by my lords here, 
and yet you will be wilful and obftinate in your error* 
and in your own opinions, and will not fhew any caufe 
why you will not come into the unity of the church 
with us. 

Philpot. My lords, in that I do not declare my 
mind according to your expectations, is (as 1 have faid) 
becaufe I cannot fpeak without prefent danger of my 
life. But rather than you fhould report me by this ei- 
ther obftinate or felf-willed without any juft ground 
whereupon I ftand; I will open unto you f'omewhat of 
my mind, or rather the whole, defiring your lordfhips, 
which feem to be the pillars of the church of England, 
to fatisfy me in the fame: and I will refer all other cau- 
fes in which I diffent from you, unto one or two arti- 
cles, or rather to one, which includeth them both; in 
which if I caii by the fcriptures be fatisfied at your 
mouths, I fhall as willingly agree to you as to any 
other, in all points. 

Bonner. Thefe heretics come always with their ifs, 
as this man doth now, faying, if he can be fatisfied by 
the fcriptures: fo that he will always have this excep- 
tion, 1 am not fatisfied, although the matter be ever fo 
plainly proved againft him. But will you promife to 
be fatisfied, if my lords take fomc pains about you? 

Pbilpot. 1 fay, my lord, I will be fatisfied by the 
fcriptures in that wherein 1 ftand. And 1 protcft here 
before God and his eternal Son Jefus Chrift my Saviour, 
and the Holy Ghoft, and his angels, and you here pre- 
fent who be judges of what I fpeak, that I do not Hand 
in any opinion of wilfulnefs or Angularity, but only 
upon my confcience, certainly informed by God's 
word, from which I dare not go for fear of damnation: 
and this is the caufe of mine earneftnefs in this be- 
half. 

Bonner. I will trouble my lords no longer, feeing 
that you will not declare your mind. 

Philpot. I am about fo to do, if it pleafe your lord- 
fhip to hear me fpeak. 

Bath'. Give me leave, my lord, to hear what he 
hath to fay. 

Philpot. My lords, it is not unknown to you, that 
the ehief caufe why you do count me, and fuch as I am, 
for heretics, is becaufe we be not at unity with your 
church. You fay, that whofoever is out of your 
church is damned: and we think verily on the other 
fide, that if we depart from the true church, whereon 
we arc grafted in God's word, we mould ftand in the 
ftate of damnation. Wherefore if your lordfhips can 
bring any better authority for your church than we can 
do for our's, and prove by the fcriptures that the church 
of Rome now (of which you are) is the true catholic 
church, as in all fermons, writings and arguments you 
do uphold, and that all chriftian perfons ought to be 
ruled by the fame, under pain of damnation, (as you fay) 
and that the fame church (as you pretend) hath autho- 
rity to interpret the fcriptures as it fecmeth her good, 
and that all men are bound to follow fuch interpreta- 
tions only; 1 fhall be as conformable to the fame church 
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as you may defire me, which otherwife I dare not : 
therefore I require you for God's fake to fatisfy me in 
this. 

Cole. If you ftand upon this point only, you may 
foon be fatisfied if you pleafe. 

Philpot. It is the thing that I require, and to this I 
will ftand, and refer all other controverfies wherein I 
now ftand againft you, and will put my hand thereto, 
if you miftruft my word. 

Bonner. 1 pray you, Mr. Philpot, what faith were you 
of twenty years ago ? This man will have every year a 
new faith. 

Philpot. My lord, to tell you plain, I think I was of 
no faith ; for I was then a wicked liver, and knew not 
God then as I ought to do, God forgive me. 

Bonner. No faith ? that is not fo. I am fure you 
were of fome faith. 

Philpot. My lord, I have declared to you on my 
confeience what I then was, and judge of myfelf. And 
what is that to the purpofe of the thing I defire to be 
fatisfied of you ? 

Bonner. Mr. Dodlor Cole, I pray you fpeak your 
mind to him. 

Cole. What will you fay, if I can prove it was de- 
creed by an univerfal council in Athanafius's time, that 
all the chriftian church fhould follow the determina- 
tion of the church of Rome ? but I do not now re- 
member where. 

Philpot. If you, Mr. Dodlor, can fhew me the fame 
granted to the fee of Rome by the authority of thefcrip- 
ture, I will gladly hearken thereto. But I think you 
be not able to fhew any fuch thing : for Athanafius 
was prefident of the Nicene council, and there was no 
fuch thing decreed I am fure. 

Cole. Though it were not then, it might be at ano- 
ther time. 

Philpot. I defire to fee the proof thereof. 

And upon this Mr. Harpsfield, the chancellor to the 
bifhop of London, brought in a book of Ireneus, with 
certain leaves turned in, and laid itbefore the bilhops to 
help them in their perplexity, if it might be: which 
after the bifhops of Bath and Gloucefter had read to- 
gether, the bifhop of Gloucefter gave me the book, 
and faid : 

Take the book, Mr. Philpot, and look upon that 
place, and there you may fee how the church of Rome 
is to be followed of all men. 

Philpot. I took the book and read the place, which 
after I had read, I faid it made nothing againft me, but 
againft Arians and other heretics, againft whom Ireneus 
wrote, proving that they were not to be credited, becaufe 
they did teach and follow after ftrange doctrine in Eu- 
rope, and that the chief church of the fame, Avas found- 
ded by Peter and Paul, and had to this time continued 
byfaithful fucceflionof the faithful bifhops in preaching 
the true gofpel, as they had received of the apoftles, and 
nothing like tothefelate fprung heretics, &c. Where- 
by he concludeth againft them, that they were not to be 
heard, neither to be credited, which thing, if you, my 
lords, be able to prove of the church of Rome, then 
had you as good authority againft me in my caufe now, 
as Ireneus had againft thofe heretics. But the church 
of Rome hath fwerved from the truth and fimplicity 
of the gofpel which it maintained in lreneus's time, 
and was uncorrupted from- that which it is now, where- 
fore your lordfhips cannot juftly apply the authority of 
Ireneus to the church of Rome now, which is fo ma- 
nifeftly corrupted from the primitive church. 

Bonner. So will you fay ftill it maketh nothingto the 
purpofe, whatfoeYer authority we bring, and will never 
be fatisfied. 

Philpot. My lord, when I do by juft reafon prove, 
that the authorities which are brought againft me do 
not make to the purpofe, as I have already proved, I 
truft you will receive mincanfwer. 

Worcefter. It is to be proved moft manifeftly by all 
ancient writers, that the fee of Rome hath always fol- 
lowed the truth, and never was deceived, until of late 
certain heretics had defaced the fame. 

Philpot. Let that be proved, and I have done. 
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Worcefter. Nay, you are of fuch arrogancy, fingu. 
larity, and vain-glory, that you will never fee it, be it 
•ever fo well proved. 

Philpot. Ha, my lords, is, it now time, think you 
for me to follow Angularity or vain-glory, fince it is 
now upon danger of my life and death, not only p re . 
fently, but alfo before God to come ? And I know if 
1 die not in the true faith, I fhall die everlaftingly : and 
again I know, if I do not as you would have me, y ou 
will kill me, and a great many more : yet I had rather 
to perifh at your hands, than to perifh eternally. And 
at this time I have loft all my commodities of this 
world, and lay in a coal-houfe, where a man would not 
lay a dog, with which I am well contented. 

Cole. Where are you able to prove that the church 
of Rome hath erred at any time ? and by what hiftory ? 
Certain it is by Eufebius, that the church was eftabl 
liflied at Rome by Peter and Paul, and that Peter was 
bifhop twenty-five years at Rome. 

Philpot. I know well that Eufebius fo writeth : but 
if we compare that which St. Paul writeth to theGala- 
tians, chap. I. the contrary will, manifeftly appear, that 
he was not half fo long there. He lived notpaft thirty- 
five years after he was called to be an apoftle : and St. 
Paul maketh mention of his abiding at Jerufalem after 
Chrift's death more than thirteen years. 

Cole. What did Peter write to the Galatians ? 
Philpot. No, I fay Paul maketh mention of Peter, 
writing to the Galatians, and of his abiding at Jeru- 
falem. And further, I am able to prove, both by Eufe- 
bius and other hiftoriographers,that the church of Rome 
hath manifeftly erred, and at this prefent doth err, be- 
caufe fhe agreeth not with that which they wrote. The 
primitive church did ufe according to the gofpel, and 
there needeth none other proof, but to compare the 
one with the other. 

Bonner. I may compare this man to a certain man I 
read of, who fell into a defperation, and went into a 
wood to hang himfelf, and when he came there, he 
went viewing of every tree, and could find none on 
which he might vouchfafe to hang himfelf. But I will 
not apply this as I might. I pray you (Mr. Doflor) 
go forth with him. 

Cole. My lord, there be on every fide of me, fome 
who are better able to anfwer him, and I love not to 
fall into difputation : for we now-a-days fuftain ihame 
and obloquy thereby of the people. I had rather fliew 
my mind in writing. 

Philpot. And I had rather you fhould do fo than 
otherwife, for then a man may better judge of your 
words, than by argument, and I befeech you fo to do. 
But if I were a rich man, I durft wager an hundred 
pounds that you (hall not be able to fhew that you 
have faid, to be decreed by a general council in Atha- 
nafius's time. For this I am fure of, that it was con- 
cluded by a general council in Africa, many years af- 
ter, that none of Africa (under pain of excommunica- 
tion) fhould" appeal to Rome: which decree I am fure 
they would not have made, if by the fcriptures and by 
an univerfal council it had been decreed, that all men 
fhould abide and follow the determination of the 
church of Rome. 

Cole. But I can fhew that they revoked that error 
again. 

Philpot. So you fay, Mr. Doclor, but I pray yon 
fhew me where. I have hitherto heard nothing from 
you to my fatisfaction, but bare words without any au- 
thority. 

Bonner. What, I pray you, ought we to difpurc "'itj 1 
you of our faith ? Juftinian in the law hath a title, Di 
fide Catholica, to the contrary. 

Philpot. Iam certain the civil law hath fuch a con- 
ftitution : but our friend muft not depend upon the 
civil law. For as St. Ambrofc faith, Not the law, but 
the gofpel hath gathered the church together. 

Worcefter. Mr. Philpot, you have the fpirit of pride 
wherewith you be led, which will not let you yield W 
the truth : leave it off for fhame. 

Philpot. Sir,T am fure I have the fpirit of faith, by 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK OF MARTYRS. 



JmIry,A.D.<555-] The FOURTH EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN PHILPOT. 335 



which I fpeak at this prefent; neither am 1 afhamed to 
n , n A to my faith. 

Gloitcejier. What? do you . think yourfelf better 
learned than fo many notable learned men as be 

^ et plilpot. Elias alone had the truth, when there were 
four hundred priefts againft him. 

iVorcefter. Oh, you would be counted now for Elias. 

Hornier. Mr. Philpot, my lords will trouble you no 
fircher at this time, but you fhall go from whence you 
came, and have fuch favour as in the mean while 1 can 
fliew'you: and upon Wednefday next you fhall be cal- 
led upon again to be heard what you can fay for the 
maintenance of your error. 

Then the bifhops rofe up, and confulted together, 
and caufed a writing to be made, in which I think my 
blood by them was bought and fold, and thereto they 
put their hands; and after this I was carried to my 
coal-houfe again. 

jfe FIFTH EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN 
PHILPOT, before the Bishops of LONDON, 
ROCHESTER. St. ASAPH, i$c. and others, in 
the Gallery of my Lord ^London's Palace. 

AFTER much prefatory difcourfe commenced by 
Bifhop Bonner, the bifhop of Sc. Afaph thus began. 
What fay you now? Is there not in the bleffed faera- 
ment of the altar (and with that they all put off their 
caps forreverence of the idol) the prefence of our Savi- 
our Chrift, really and fubftantially after the words of 
confecration ? 

Philpot. I do believe in the facramcnt of Chrift's 
body, duly miniftered, to be fuch manner of prefence, 
as the word teacheth me to believe. 

St. Afaph. I pray you, how is that? 

Philpot. As for that I will declare another time, 
when I fhall be lawfully called to difputc my mind of 
this matter, but I am not yet driven to that point. 
And the fcripture faith, " All things ought to be done 
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Hornier. Jt is not lawful for a man by the civil laws 
to difpute of his faith openly, as it appeareth in the 
title, Defumma Trinilate & fide Catbolica. 

Philpot. My lord, I have anfwered you to this 
qucftion before. 

Bonner. Why, I never afked thee of this before 
now. 

Philpot. Yes, and moreover I anfwered your lord- 
fhip by St. Ambrofe, that the church is congregated by 
the word, and not by man's law. Weerefore I now 
add further of this faying, " That he which refufeth th« 
word, and objecteth the law, is an unjuft man, becaufe 
the juft fhall live by faith." And moreover, my lord, 
the title which your lordfhip alledgeth out of the law, 
maketh it unlawful to difpute of all the articles of the 
faith, but of the Trinity. 

Bonner. Thou Heft, it is not fo: and I will fhew 
you by the book how ignorant he is. 

And with that he went with all hafte to his ftudy, 
and brought his book, and openly read the text and 
title of the law, and charged me with fuch words as 
feemed to make for his purpofe, faying, How fayeft 
thou to this? 

Pbilpot. My lord, I fay as I faid before, that the 
law meaneth of the catholic faith, determined in the 
council of Chalcedon, where the articles of the creed 
were only concluded upon. 

Homier. Thou art the verieft bead that ever I 
heard, I muft needs fpeak it, thou compelled me 
thereunto. 

Philpot. Your lordfhip may fpeak your pleafure of 

Bonner. I muft needs proceed againft thee to- 
morrow. 

Philpot. If your lordfhip fo do, I will have Excep- 
t'onem fori: for you are not my competent judge. 
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Bonder. By what law canft thou rcfufe me to be 
thy judge? 

Pbilpoti By the civil law, Tie competente judice\ 

Bonner. There is no fuch title in the law. In what 
book is it, as cunning a lawyer as you are? 

Pbilpot. My lord, 1 take upOn me no great cunning 
in the law: but you drive me to my fhifes for my de- 
fence, and I am fure if I had the books of the law, I 
am able to fhew what I fay. 

Bonner. What, De competente judice? I will go bring 
thee my books. There is a title indeed, De officii* 
jttdicis ordimrii. 

Pbilpot. Verily, that is the fame De competente judice, 
which I hate alledgcd. With that he ran to his ftudy, 
and brought the whole courfe of the law. 

Bonner. There are the books : find it nOw if thou 
canft, and I will promife to releafe thee out of prifon. 

Pbilpot. My lord, I ftand not here to reafon matters 
of the civil law, although I am riot altogether ignorant 
of the fame; for that I have been a ftudent in the law 
fix or feven years; but to anfwer to the articles of faith 
with which yOu may lawfully burden me. And whereas 
you go about unlawfully to' proceed, I challenge, ac- 
cording to my knowledge, the benefit of the law in my 
defence. 

Bonner. Why, thou wilt anfwer directly to nothing 
thou art charged with ! therefore fay not hereafter but 
you might have been fatisfied here by learned mert, if 
yo'u would have declared your mind. 

Philpot. My lord, I have declared my mind unto 
you and to other of the bifhops at my Lift being with 
you, defiring you to be fatisfied but of one thing, where- 
unto I have referred all other controverfies: which if 
your iordfhips now, or other learned men can limply 
refolvemeof, I am as contented to be conformable in 
all things, as you (hall require; which is to prove that 
the church of Rome is the catholic church. 

St. Ajapb. It is moft evident that Sr. Peter did buifd 
the catholic church at Rome. And Chrift faid, " Thou 
:r, and upon this rock will I build my church." 
Moreover the fucceffiou of bifhops in the fee of Rome 
can be proved from time to time, as it can be of none 
other place fo well, Which is a manifefr probation of 
the catholic church, as-divers doctors do write. 

Philpot. That you would have to be undoubted, is 
moft uncertain, and that by the authority which you 
alledge of Chrift, faying unto Peter, " Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock 1 will build my church," unlefs you 
can prove that rock to fignify Rorfie, as you would make 
me falfely believe. And although you can prove the 
fucceflion of bifhops from Peter, yet this is not fuffici- 
ent to prove Rome the catholic church, unlefs you can 
prove the profeffion of Peter's faith, whereupon the 
catholic church is built, to have continued in his fuccef- 
fOrs at Rome, and at this prefent to remain. 

Coventry. 1 pray you, can you cell 'what this word 
catholic doth fignify? fhew if you can. 

Philpot. Yes, that I can, I thank God. The catho- 
lic faith, or the' catholic church, is not as now-a-days 
the people are taught, to be that which is moft univerfhl, 
or by moft part of men received, whereby you do infer 
our faith to hang upon the multitude, which is not fo-. 
but I efteem the catholic church to be as St. Auftin 
defineth the fame: " We judge, faith he, the catholic 
faith, of that which hath been, is, and fhall be." . So 
that if you can be able to prove, that your faith and 
church hath been from the beginning taught, and is, 
and fhall be; then you may count yourfelves catholic, 
otherwife nor. And catholic is a Greek word compoun- 
ded of Kat a, which fignifieth, after, or according, and 
Holon, a fum, or principle, or whole. So that catho- 
lic church, or catholic faith, is as much as to fay, the 
firft, whole, found, or chief faith. 

Bonner. Do you think that the catholic church (until 
within thefe few years, in which a few upon Angularity 
,have fwcrved from the fame) hath erred? 

Philpbt: I do not think that the catholic church can 
err indoclirine: but I require you to prove this church 
of Rome to be the catholic church. 



St 
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Curtop. I can prove that Ireneus ( which was '.within 

• an hundred years after Chrift) came to Victor, then bi- 
fliop or' Rome, to afk his advice! about the excommuni- 
cation of certain heretics, which (by all likelihood) he 
would nor have done, if he had not: taken: him to be 
fupreme head. ■ ■ ... .. 

Coventry. Mark well this; argument. How. are you 
able to anl'wer the.-fame? Anfvver' if you :can. : . 

Philpot. It is foon anfwered,". my lord, for . that is of 
no force; neither doth this fact of lreneus make any more 
for the fupremacy of the bifhop of Rome, than mine hath 
done, who have been at Rome as well as he, and might 
have fpoken with the. pope if I had lift; and yei I would 
none in England did favour his : fupremacy more 
than I. I am able to fhew feven general councils after 
Irencus's time, wherein he never took him. for fupreme 
head. • . 

The other bijhop. This. man will never be fatisfied, 
fay what we can. ' It is but folly to ; rcafon any more 
with him. - 

Phi/pot. O, my lords, would you have me fatisfied 
with nothing? Judge, 1 pray you, who hath better au- 
thority, he which bringeth the example of one man 
going to Rome, or I that by thefe many general coun- 
cils am able to prove, that he was never, fo taken in 
many hundred years after Chrift, as by Nicene, Ephe- 
line, the firft and fecond Chalcedon, Conftantinopolitan, 
Carthaginefe, Aquilenfe. ./ 

Coventry. Why will you not admit the church of 
Rome to be the catholic church? , 

Philp'4. Becaufe it folio weth not the primitive catho- 
lic church, neither agrceth with the fame, no mofe than 
an apple is like a nut. 
. Coventry. Wherein doth it diffent? . 

Philpot. It. were too long to recite all, but two 
things I' will name, the fupremacy and tranfubltantiation. 

Curtop. As. for tranfubftantiation, albeit it was fet 
forth and decreed for an article of faith not .much above 
ithree hundied years ago, yet.it was always believed in 
the church. . ■ 

■Bonner. Yes, that it was. Very well .faid.'Of you, 
Mr. Curtop. , 

.. Philpot. You have faid right, .that tranfubftantiation 
is but a late plantation of the bifhop of Rome,- and 
you are not able to fhew' any ancient ; writer, ■ that 
.believed any fuch .thing; .and with thisCurtpp.lhrank 
away. And immediately after the ambaffador of Spain 
came in, to whom my Lord of London went, leay^ng 
.the others with me. To whom I faid, My Lords,' if. ypu 
can fhew me. that this church of Rome ( whereof you are 
.members) is the true catholic church, I fhall be content _ 
.to, be one thereof, and as. .conformable to the fame as s 
-tfjou. can require me in all'things; for I k no w there is "' 
.np falvation but within the ; church. 

Coventry. Can you difprove;that the church of ..Rome 
tis-jthe catholic, church? .... 

Philpot. Yes, that lam able, but Idcfire rather to hear 
of you the proof thereof. . And feeing .1 cannot, have 
rpy requeft at your hands, neither be fatisfied with any 
probable authority, I will fhew you good proof why it 

• is not. For if the primitive. church were catholic, as it 
was indeed, and ought to be the form and fchppl-miftre(s 
unto the world's end; then is not the church of Rome 
now the catholic church, which diffenteth.fo far from 

. the fame both in doctrine and ufe of the facraments. 
Coventry. How prove you that the church of Rome 
now dilfenteth in doiftrine and ufe of the facraments 
-from the primitive church? 

' Philpot. Compare the one with the other, and it fhall 
foon appear; as you may fee both in Eufcbius and other 
ccclefiaftical and ancient writers. 

Coventry. What have you to fay more, why it is not 
the catholic church? 

Philpot. Becaufe it is not \by your interpretation of 
catholic] univerfal, neither ever was, albeit you falfely 
perfuade the people it is fo. For the world being xiivj- 
ded into three parts, Afia, Africa, and Europe, two 
parts thereof, Alia and Africa, profeffing Chrift as well 
as we, did never confent to the church of Rome, which 
is of Europe; which is a fufficicntteftimony that your 
faith was never univerfal. 



: .Yea, and befides all this, moft part of Europe doth 
not agree, neither allow the church of Home; as Ge r 
■many, thekingdpm of Denmark, the kingdom of p 0 " 
Jand, a great: part of France, England, and Zealand 
which is a manifeft probation that your church is iw 
univerfal. . . . 

After this the bifhop of London called ,a\vay the other 
.bifhops, and left with me divers gentlemen, with certain 
of his chaplains,. :as Dr. Saverfon, an Iinglifhman, »h 0 
.began, with me in this manner. 

Dr. Saver/on. 1 have heard your arguments hitherto 
and think that a great many of the old ancient writers he 
againft you,, in that you do not allow the church of 
Rome, neither the fupremacy; for St. Cyprian (which 
is an ancient writer) doth allow the bifhop of Rome to 
be fijpreme head, of the church. 

Philpot. That 1 am fure he doth. not. For he, wri. 
tingtto Cornelius; then bifhop of Rome, calleth him but 
his companion and his fellow bifhop, neither attributed 
to him the name cither of pope, or of any other ufurped 
terms, which now be afcribed to the bifhop of Rome 
to the fetting forth of his dignity. * ' 

Dr.. Saver/on. You cannot be able to fhew that St. 
Cyprian calleth Cornelius his fellow-bifhop. 

Philpot. I will wager you with what I am able to 
make, that I can fhew it you in St. Cyprian, as I 
have laid. 

Dr. Saver/on, I. will lay no other wager with you than 
book ,for book, that it: is not fo. : 

Philpot'. I agree thereto, andjl pray you one of my 
.lord's. chaplain* .to:.fctch us Cyprian hither for the trial 
hereof. And with that one of them went to my lord's 
.ftudy, and he brought forth Cyprian, and by and by he 
.turned to the.firft book of his cpiftles, the third epiftlc, 
and there he would have feemed to gather a ftrongargu- 
ment fpr the fupremacy of the bifhop of Rome, becaufe 
he faith, ".It goeth not well with the church when the 
■high-prieft is not obeyed, which fupplieth the ftead of 
Chrift, after Qod's . word, and the confent of his fel- 

■ lpw-bifhops.and.the agreement of the people." 

Dr. Saver/on. How can you avoid this place which 
.maketh fo plainly for the bifhop of Rome's fupremacy? 

Philpot. It maketh not fo plain, Mr. Doftor, on 
your .fide, as you.gaihcr, as by and by I will give you 
to underftand. But firft I challenge the wager which 
wc made, that your , book is mine. For here you may 
fee that he calleth Cornelius his fellow-bifhop, as he doth 
alfo in other places. And for the undcrftanding of that 
.place, ,ypu dp mifconftrue it, to take the higlvprieft on- 
ly for the bifhop of Rome, and otherwife than it was in 
his rime. • For there were by the Nicene council four 
patriarchs appointed, the patriarch of Jcrufdlem, the 
•patriarch of Conftantinople, the patriarch of Alexan- 
dria, and the patriarch of Rome, of which four, the 
patriarch. of l^omc was placed loweft in the council, 
and fo continued many years, for the time of feven ot 
eight/general councils, as I can fhew. 

■ Therefore St.- jCyprian writing to Cornelius, patriarch 
of Rome, (whom he calleth his fellow-bifhop) findeth 
himfelf offended that certain heretics, being .juftly ex- 
communicated by him. (as the Novatians were) did flee 

. from his diocefc, which was their chief bifhop, (refufing 
to be obedient to him and to be reformed) to the biflwp 
of Rome, and the patriarch of Conftantinople, and there 
were received in communion of the congregation, in de- 
rogation of good order and difciplinc in the church, and 
to the maintaining of hercfies and fchifms: and that he- 
relics did fpring up, and fchifms daily rile hereof, that 
obedience was not given to the pricil of God, nor was 
it once confidered him to be in the church for the time 
the pricft, and for the time the judge in drill's Head, 
(as in the decree of the Nicene council was appointed) 
not the bifhop of Rome only, but every patriarch in his 
precinft; who had every one of them a college orcathc- 
dral church of learned pricfts, in hearing of whom by a 
convocation of his fcllow-bifhops, with the confent ot 
the people, all herefies were determined by the wold of 
God: and this is the meaning of St. Cyprian. 

A Chaplain. Did not Chrift build his church up" 11 
Peter? St. Cypriah faith fo. 

Philpot. %X. Cyprian, De /implicit ale Pnelatornm, ^ 
clarcth 
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clareth iti what refpedl he fo faid : « God gave in the 
the pcrfon of one man, the keys to all, that he might 
ficnify the unity of all men." And St. Auguftine in the 
tenth treatife of St. John, " If in Peter had not been 
the myftery of the church, the Lord had not faid unto 
him, I will give unto thee the keys. But if the church 
have them, when Peter received them, he fignified the 
whole church." And St. Hierom, a prieft of Rome, 
writing to Nepotian, faith, " That all churches do lean 
to their own paftors, where he fpeaketh of the eccle- 
fiaftical hierarchy or regiment," but maketh no men- 
tion of the biftiop of Rome. And to Evagrius, he 
faith, " That wherefoever a biftiop be, whether at Rome, 
or Evagi, or Rhegium, he is of one power and ju- 
rifdiction." 

Dr. Savcrfon. St. Hierom Be ccelefti Hierarcbia ? It 
was Dionyfius you mean. 

Philpot. I fay not that Hierom wrote any fuch book, 
bur, that in the epiftle by me allcdged, he rriaketh men- 
tion of it. 

Dr. Saver/on. I wonder at fuch perfeverarice in 

Philpot. We are in no error, but of the truth. 
When you cannot anfwer men by learning, it is your 
practice to anfyver them with blafphemies and falfe re- 

^ And after this Dr. Story came in. To whom I faid, 
Mr. Doctor, you have done me great injury, and with- 
out law have ufed me more like a dog than a man. 
Neither have you kept your promife with me, that I 
ihould be judged the day after. 

Story, i am come now to keep promife with thee. 
Was there ever fuch a fantaftical man? but thefe heretics 
are worfe than brute beafts. 

Philpot. 1 am content to abide your railing judgment 
of me now, fay what you will ; but neither you nor any 
other (hall be able to prove that 1 hold one jot againft the 
word of God. 

Story. The word of God, forfooth ? It is a folly to 
reafon with thefe heretics ; yet I may reafon with thee. 
Whom wilt thou appoint to judge of the word ? 

Pbilpot. Verily the word itfelf. 

Story. What wife authority canft thou bring in ? 

Pbilpot. The word of Chrift in St. John, " The word 
which I have fpoken, fhall judge in the laft day." How 
much more, then, ought it to judge of our doings now; 
and I am fure I have my judge on my fide, who will ab- 
folveand juftify me in another world. 

Story. What i you purpofe to fit in judgment with 
Chrift, to judge the twelve tribes of Ifrael ? 

Philpot. Yen, fir, if I die for righteoufnefs fake, which 
you have begun to pcrfecute in me. 

Story. When the judge in Weftminfter-hall giveth 
fentence, doth the word give fentence, or the judge? 
Tell me. 1 

Philpot. Civil matters are fubject to civil men ; 
but the word of God is not fubject to man's judg- 
ment. 

Story. Wilt thou not allow the interpretation of the 
church upon the fcriptures ? 

Philpot. If it be according to the word of the true 
church, I will be as ready to yield to it, fo long as it 
can be fo proved, as you may defire. 

Story. He will believe nothing but what he knovvcth 
himfelf ! Have not our forefathers thefe many hundred 
years taken this church for the catholic church ? And 
prefcription of time maketh a good title in Jaw. 

Pbilpot. This indeed is all you have to fliew for 
yourfelves; but prefcription hath no place in thefe 
matters. 

Story. Well, fir, you are like to go after your father 
Latimer the fophifter, and Ridley, who could only al- 
ledgc that he learned his herely of Cranmer. But I dif- 
patched them ; and there never yet hath been one burnt, 
but I have been a caufe of his difpatch. 

Philpot. You have the more to anfwer for, Mr. Doc- 
tor, as you fhall feel in another world. 

Story.. I cannot now tarry to fpeak with my lord, but 
I pray one of you to tell him, that he muft out of hand 
put this heretic out of the way. 
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Pbilpot. I thank you with all my heart. 

Then they departed all one after another. And 
afterwards going with my keeper to the coal-houfe, I 
met with my lord of London, who {poke unto me very 
gently, faying, 

Bonner. Philpot, Can I fhew thee any pleafure in my 
houfe? fpeak, and thou lhalthaveit. 

Philpot. My lord, the pleafure I require, is to dif- 
patch me out of this miferable world unto my eternal 
reft. And for all this fair fpeech, for a fortnight's 
fpace, I have had neither fire, candle, or good lodging. 
God hath humbled me, and given me grace with 
gladnefs to be content. Let all who love the truth 
fay, Amen» 

The SIXTH EXAMINATION of Mr. PHILPOT, 
before the Right Honourable, the Lord Chamberlain, 
/IvVifcount Hereford, commonly called Lord Ferras, 
the Lords Rich,. St. John, Windsor, Shandois. 
Sir John Bridges, Lieutenant of the Tower, and two 
others, the Biftiop of London, and Dr. Chedsey, 
November 6, 1555. 

'T'HE iords being feated, and every perfon prefent in 
A his place, the biftiop of London thus fpoke : 

Bonner. Mr. Philpot, 1 have both privately and 
openly caufed you to be cohverfed with, to reform you 
of your errors, but have not yet found you fo tradable 
as I could wifti. I have now defircd thofe honourable 
lords to hear what you tan fay, and be judges whether 
I have fought all means to do you good : and if you are 
conformable to the queen's majefty's proceedings, 
you fhall find as much favour as you can wiftu 

Philpot. My lord, 1 thank God that I have fuch an 
honourble audience to declare my mind before. And I 
commend your lordftiip's equity in this behalf, fo agree- 
able to the order of the primitive church, that when 
any one had been fufpedted of herefy, he fhoul.d be 
called firft before the archbiftiop or bifliop of the dio- 
cefe; .fecondly, in the prefence of others his fellow 
biftiops and learned elders ;' and thirdly, in hearing of 
the laity : I have found two points already, and now 
have the third fort of men, at whofe hands 1 truft to find 
more righteoufnefs than I have found with my lords of 
the clergy. 

Bonner. Mr. Philpot, tell my lords whether you were 
by me or by my procurement committed to prifon or 
not, and whether 1 have {hewed you any cruelty fincc 
you have been committed to my prifon. 

Philpot. If your lordfliip will give me leave to declare 
my matter, 1 will touch that afterward. 

Rich. Anfwer firft to my lord's queftions, and then 
proceed to the matter. Were you imprifoned by my 
lord ? Can you find arty fault fince with his ufing 
of you? 

Philpot. I cannot charge him as the caufe of my im- 
prifonment, or that he hatli ufed me cruelly ; but I have 
found more gentlencfs at his hands, than at my own or- 
dinary's. 

Rich. Well, how go to your matter. 

Philpot. I am imprifoned for difputatioris in the con- 
vocation-houfe againft the lacrament of the altar j which 
matter was moved by the prolocutor, with confent of 
the queen's majefty and the whole houfe, and that houfe, 
being a member of the parliament-houfe, ought to be a 
place of free fpeech for all men of the houfe. 

IVindfor. The convocation-houfe is called by One writ 
offummon~of parliament by old cuftom ; but that is 
no part of the parliament-houfe. 

Pbilpot. My lords, I muft fubmit to your judgments. 

Rich. We have told you the truth: And yet we would 
not you fhould be troubled for any thing there fpoken, 
if you are forry fpr what you have faid. 

Bonner. My lords, he hath fpoken there manifeft he- 
refy, and maintained the fame againft the blcfied facra- 
ment of the altar, not allowing the real prefence of the 
body and blood of Chrift in the fame : yet, my lords, 
God forbid that I fliould .fliew him extremity for fo 
doing ; in cafe he will repent and revoke his wicked fay- 
5 C ings 
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ings, with your lordfhips confent, he -fhall be releafcd; 
if not, he (hall have the extremity of- the law. 

Rich. Will you acknowledge the real prefence of the 
body and blood of Chrift in the mafs ? 

Philpot. My lord, I do acknowledge in it fuch a 
prefence as the word of God doth allow and teach me ; for 
in the Lord's flipper there are in due refpedts both the 
fign and the thing fignificd, when it is duly adminiftered 
after the inftitution of Chrift. 

Rich. Shew us what manner of prefence you allow in 
the facrament. 

Philpot. If it pleafe my lord of London to give me 
leave to declare myfelf without interruption, I will tho- 
roughly fpeak my mind ; for if I have not plainly de- 
dclared my judgment, it is bccaufe I cannot fpeak with- 

° U i?^.°Thereisnone of us here that means to take any 
advantage of that thou Shalt fpeak. 

Philpot. 1 miltruft not your honourable lordfhips of 
the temporality ; but here is one that will lay it to my 
charge even to death. Yet I am not aShamed of the 
prefence of Chrift, neither do maintain any opinion 
without authority of fcripture ; and will fliew you frankly 
my mind, if my lord of London will not hinder me to 



Rich. My lord, permit him to fay what he can. 
Bonner. Let him fay what he can, then 1 will hear 
hirri.' 

' Philpot. What I do intend to fpeak unto you, my lord, 
I proteft here before God and his angels, I fpeak not of 
vain-glory, Angularity, or wilful ftubbornnefs, but upon a 
good conscience, grounded on God's word; againft 
which I dare not go for"fear of damnation, which will 
follow what is done contrary to knowledge, t love 
the queen from the bottom of my hearc j but I ought to 
love and fear God in his word more than mail in his 
laws. 

In two things principally, the clergy at this day de- 
ceive the realm ; in the facrament of the body and 
blood of Chrift, and the name of the catholic church. 
Their facrament, which they term of the altar, is not 
the facrament of Chrift, neither in the fame is there 
any manner of Chrift's prefence. Wherefore they 
deceive the queen's majelty, and the nobility of the 
realm, in maintaining that to be a facrament which 
is none, and caufing you to commit manifeft idolatry 
in worfhipping that for God, which is no God. And 
in teftimony of this, 1 will yield my life; which to do, 
if it were not upon fure ground, it were to my utter 
damnation. 

Neither are. they the catholic church, who call you 
from the true religion as revealed and taught in king 
Edward's time, unto vain fuperftition. But if they can 
prove this, I will not be againft their doings, but revoke 
all I have faid. And I {hall defire you, my lords, to be 
a means for me to the queen's. majefty, that I may be 
brought to a juft trial, I will not refufe to Stand againft 
ten of the beft of them in this realm. And if they be able 
to prove otherwife, 1 will recant all I have faid, and con- 
fent to them in all points. 

And in declaring thefe things more largely, the bifhop 
of London would have interrupted me, but the lords 
procured me liberty to fpeak, to the great grief of his 
lordfhip. 

Bonner. I have heard that you love to make a long 
tale; but how will you join thefe two fcriptures toge- 
ther, " The Father is.greater than 1 : and 1 and the Father 
are one." Now fhew your cunning, and join thefe by 

Philpot. We muft, . then, understand that in Chrift 
there be two natures, the divinity and humanity; and in 
refpecT: of his humanity, it is fpoken of Chrirt; " The 
Father is greater than 1." But in refpecl of his Deity he 
faid, " The Father and 1 be one." 

Bonner. But what fcripture have you ? - 

Philpot. 1 have fufficient for the proof of this. For 
the firft, it is written of Chrift in the .Pfalms, " Thou 
halt made him a little lower than the angels." 

Bonner. But how couple you the fecond by the word 
to the other ? 



Philpot. The text declareth, that though Chrift did 
abafe himfelf in our human nature, he is ftill one ia 
Deity with the Father.' And this St. Paul to the Hebrews 
doth at large fee forth. And ! am able to do the like in 
all other articles of faith which we ought to believe, and 
by the fame means expound them. 

Bonner. How can that be, feeing St. Paul faith, " That 
the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life ? 

Philpot. St. Paul meaneth not that the word of 
God in itfelf killeth, but that it killeth him that j s 
void of the Spirit of God, although he be the wifeft 
man of the world ; and therefore St. Paul faid, «• That 
the gofpel to fome was a favour of life unto life, and 
to others a favour of death unto death." An exam- 
ple is met with in the fixth of John, " The flefh profit- 
eth nothing, it is the Spirit that quickeneth." 

Bonner. Do you underftand that of Sr. Paul and of 
St. John fo ? 

Philpot. It is agreeable to the word in other places: 
and the ancient fathers fo interpret it. And to the Co- 
inlhians, ."The natural man perceiveth not the things 
>f the Spirit of God, but the Spiritual man, who is en- 
dued with the Spirit, judgeth all things." 

Bonner. You fee my lords, this man will have his own 
nd; and wilfully caft himfelf away. 
Philpot. The words arc thofe of the gofpel. And if 



bring better authority for your faith, 
gladly hear it. 

Rich. Are you of thePhilpots of Hampfhire? 
Philpot. L ain fir P. Philpot's fon of Hampfhire. 
Rich. As my near kinfman 1. am more forry for you. 
Philpot. 1 thank your lordfhip for challenging kindred 
with a poor prifoner. 

Rich. I would go an hundred miles to do you 

St. John. Mr. Philpot, you are my countryman, and 
I would be glad vou Should do well. 

Rich. You faid even now, that you would defire 
belief before ten of the beft in the 



Philpot. I did not mean to challenge ten of the bed 
nobility in this realm, but the beft learned. 

Ritb. Well; what if means be made to the queen's 
majefty that you Shall have your requeft ? 

Philpot. A man fhould not be judged by his ad- 
verfarics. 

Rich. By whom then would you be judged ? 
Philpot. By your honours that fhall be hearers 



Rich. I ds 
ten learned 
or forty nobility 



be bold to pri 
hear, 



:urc that you fhall have 
with you, and twenty 
f you will abide their judg- 



Philpot. I will be contented to be judged by them, 
if they would judge according to the word of God. I 
am alfo willing to be judged by others, if the order of 
judgment be kept that was in the primitive church; 
firft, that God's will by his word was fought, whereunto 
both the fpirituality and temporality were gathered, and 
gave their judgment. 

Homier. My lords, there was never any fuch manner of 
judgment in the primitive church, as he now talkethof. 
Philpot. It is mentioned in Cyprian's epiftles. 
(Here bifhop Bonner called for Cyprian; but his 
chaplain, Dr. Chedfcy, whifpered in his ear, and the 
book was not brought.) 
Well, my lord, Mrt Doctor knoweth it is fo, or elfe 
he would have brought the book ere this. 

Rich. Ycu admit no other judge, then, but the word. 
Philpot. If there were a controversy between your 
lordfhip and another upon the words of a Statute, muft 
not the words of the Statute determine it? 

Bonner. He hath brought as good an example againft 



mfelfas 



i be. 



And here the bifhop thought he hnd a good argu- 
ment againft me, and thereiure enlarged it with many 
words to the judgment oS the church. 

Philpot. And 1 will alk, although a judge may difcern 
the meaning of a ftatute agreeable to the words, if he rfiay 
judge a meaning contrary to the w ords ? ^ t 
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Rich. He cannot fo do. 

phi/pot. Even fo lay I, that no man ought to judge 
the word of God to have a meaning contrary to the 
exprefs words thereof, as this falfe church of Rome 
doth in many things: and with this the lords feerned to 
be fatisfied, and made no further reply herein. 

Rich. 1 marvel then why you do deny the exprefs 
words of Chrift in the facramerit, faying, " This is my 

body." anc * y et y° u w '" noc ft' c ' i to **y lt * s not nis 

body. I s not God omnipotent? And is not he able as 
well by his omnipotency to make it his body, as he was 
to make man flefh of a piece of clay? Did not he fay, 
« This is my body which (hall be betrayed for you?" 
And was not his very body betrayed for us? Therefore 
jc r.iuft needs be his body. 

lionner. My lord Rich, you have faid Wonderful 
well and learnedly. But you might have begun with him 
before alfo, in the fixth of John, where Chrift promifed 
to give his body in the facrament of the altar, faying, 
«' The bread which I will give is my flefh." How can 
you.anfwer to that ? 

Phi/pot. My lord of London may be foon anfwered : 
that faying of St. John is, that the humanity of Chrifl, 
which he took upon Him for the redemption of man, 
is the bread of life whereby our fouls and bodies are 
fuftained to eternal life, Of which the facramental bread 
is a lively reprefentation, and an effectual coaptation to 
all fuch as believe on his paffion. And as Chrift faith 
in the fame fixth of John, " 1 am the bread that came 
down from heaven;" but yet he is not material, neither 
[ natural bread: likewife the bread is his flefh, not natu- 
ral or fubftantial, but by fignification, and by grace in 
the facrament. 

And now to my lord Rich's argument. I do not deny 
the exprefs words of Chrift in the facrament, " This is 
my body:" but 1 deny that they are naturally and corpo- 
rally to be taken: they muft be taken facramentally 
and fpiritually, according to the exprefs declaration of 
Chrift, faying, that the words of the facrament which 
the Capernaites took carnally, as the Papifts how do, 
ought to be taken fpiritually and not carnally, as they 
falfely imagine, not weighing what interpretation Chrift 
hath made in this behalf, neither following the inftnu- 
tionof Chrift, neither the ufe of the apoftles and of the 
primitive church, who never taught, neither declared 
any fuch carnal manner of prefence as is now exacted of 
us violently without any ground of fcripture or anti- 
quity, who ufed to put out of the church all fuch as did 
not receive the facrament with the reft, and alfo to burn 
that which was left after the receiving, as by the canon 
of the apoftles, and by the decree of the council of An- 
tioch may appear. 

Bonner. No, that is not fo ; they Were only Caie- 
chumeni, which went out of the church at the celebra- 
tion of the communion, and none other. 

I Philpot. It was not only of fuch as were novices in 

| faith, but all others that did not receive. 

Dr. Chedfey now began to difpute, and bifhop Bon- 

! ner retired. 

Chedfey. Mr. Philpot findeth fault with the convo- 
Cation-houfe before your lordfhips, that he hath lain 

j thus long in prifon, and that he hath there a dozen ar- 
guments, whereof he would not be fuffered to profecute 

j one thoroughly! which is not fo ; for he had leave to fay 
what he could, and was anfwered to as much as he was 
able to bring: and when he had nothing elfe to fay, he 
fell to weeping. 1 was there prefent and can teftify 
thereof, although there is a book abroad of the report 
of the difputation to the contrary, in which there is 
never a true word. -And whereas you require to be 
faiisftcd of the facramentj I will fhew you the truth 
thereof, both by the fcripturcs, and by the doiftors. 

i'hilpot. It % is a ihrewd likelihood that you will nor 
conclude With any truth, fince you have begun with fo 
^any untruths, as to fay that I was anfwered while I had 
' n y thing to fay ; and that 1 wept for lack of matter to 
.Vi a nd that the book of the report of the difputation, 
is not true. 

Chedfey. You have of fcriptures the four evangelifts 
,nr the probation of Ghrift's real prefence to be in the 

34' 
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facrament after the words of confecration, with St: 
Paul to the Corinthians; which all fay, " This is my ' 
body." They fay not, as you would have me believe, 
this is hot tHc body. But efpecially the 6th of John 
proveth this moft manifeflly; where Chrift promifed toi 
give his body, which he performed in his laft fupper; 
as it appeareth by thefe words, " The bread which I 
will give is rhy flefh, which I will give for the life of 
the world." You muft note, that there is twice Dabo in 
this faying of St. John, and the firft is referred to the 
facrament of the altar; and the fecond id the facrifice 
upon thecrofs: and befides thefe manifeft fcriptures, 
there are many ancient doctors proving the fame. 

Philpot. My lord, the chief ground wKereon he with 
the reft of his fide do ground themfelves againft us, are 
thefe words, " This is my body/' with a falfe pretence 
of the omnipotehcy of God. And before I will come 
to the particular anfwers of all that he hath alledged, for 
that your lordfhips may the better underftand me, what I 
mean, and whereupon I ftand, I will firft require Mr. 
Doctor to anfwer me one queftio'n ; whether thefe words 
only, " This is my body," fpoken By a prieft over the 
bread and wine, may make the body and blood of 
Chrift, as you fuppofe, or no? 

Chedfey ftudylng what he might fay, at laft anfwered. 
That thefe words alone, pronounced by the prieft, are 
fufftcient to make the bread and the wine the very body 
and blood of Chrift really. 

Philpot. That is blafphemy to fay, and againft all 
the fcriptures and doiftors, who affirm that the form and 
fubftancein confecration muft be obferved which Chrift 
ufed" and did inftitute, as St. Cypriari faith, " In the 
facrifice which is Chrift, only Chrift is to be followed." 
And by the law it is forbidden to add or to take away 
from God's word. And St. Peter faith, " If any man 
fpeak, let him fpeak as the word of God." Wherefore 
whofoever faith that thefe words only, " This is my 
body," do make a prefence of Chrift, without " Blefs* 
Take, and Eat," which be three as fubftantial points 
of the facrament, as, " This is my body," he is highly 
deceived. 

Therefore St. Auguftine faith, " Let the word be join- 
ed to the element, and it becomcth a facrament:" So 
that if the intire words of Cbrift's inftitutions be not 
obferved in the miniftration of a facrament, it is no fa- 
cramerit; as the facrifices which the ten tribes did. offer 
at Bethel to God, were not acceptable, becaufe they were 
not in all points done according to God's word. Where- 
fore except bleffing be made after the word, (which is a 
due thankfgiving foKour redemption in Chrift) and alfo 
a fhewing forth of the Lord's death in fuch wife as the 1 
congregation may be edified ; and moreover a taking and! 
eating after Chrift's commandment; except (1 fay) thefe 
three parts be firft performed, (which is not done 
in the mafs) thefe words, " This is my body/' whicH 
are laft placed in the inftitutibn of the Lord's flapper, 
cannot be verified. For Chrilt commanded as well; 
" Take ye, Eat ye," as " This is my body." 

Chedfey. Chrift faid, " Take, Eat, this is my body," 
and not Take ye, Eat ye. 

Philpot. Did he not, Mr. Doctor? be nor thefe the 
words of Chrift, Accipite, Manducate ? and do not thefe 
words in the plural number fignify, " Take ye, Eat 
ye," and not Take thou, Eat thou; as you would fup- 

Cbed/ey. I grant it is as you fay: 
Philpot. Likewife of confluence, you (Mr. Doc- 
tor) muft needs deny what you have faid, that thefe 
words, " This is my body," being only fpoken, be fuf- 
ficient to make the body and blood of Chrift in the fa- - 
cramerit, as ybu have untruly faid. 

Then the biihop came in again and faid, What is it 
that you would have Mr. Doctor deny? 

Philpot. My lord, Mr. Doctor tath affirmed that 
thefe words, " This is my body," fpoken by the priefti 
only, do make the facrament. 
| Bonner. Indeed if Mr. bridges fliould fp.ak thefe 
j words over the bread and wine, they would be of none 
effect: but if a prieft fpeak them after a due manner, 
thev are cifedtual; and make a real bodv ; 
1 ' S D ' Philpot. 
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■Philpot. Mr. Doctor hath faid otherwife. 

Bonner. I think you miftake him; for he meaneth 
of the words duly pronounced. 

Pbilppt. Let him revoke that he hath granted, and 
then will I begin again with that which before was faid; 
that, " This is my body," hath no place, except Blefs, 
Take, and Eat, duly go before. And therefore becaufe 
the fame words do not go before, " This is my body," but 
prepofteroufly follow in your facrament of the mafs, it is 
not the facrament of Chrift, neither hath Chrift in it 
prefencc. 

Chedfey. If " This is my body" only do not make 
the facrament, no more do " Blefs, take, and cat." 

Philpot. I grant that the one without the other cannot 
make the facrament. And it can be no facrament un- 
lefs the whole action of Chrift doth concur together ac- 
cording to the firft institution. 

Chedfey. Why, then you would not have it to be the 
body of Chrift, unlefs it be received? 

Philpot. ' No verily, it is not the very body of Chrift 
to any other, but fuch as condignly receive the fame af- 
ter his inftitution. 

Lord Chamberlain. I pray you, my lord, let me afk 
him one quellion. What kind of prefencc in the facra- 
ment (duly adminiftered according to Chrift's ordi- 
nance ) do you allow ? 

Philpot. If any come worthily to receive, then do I 
confefs the prcfence of Chrift wholly to be with all the 
fruits of his paflian, unto the faid worthy receiver, by 
the Spirit of God, and thar Chrift is thereby joined to 
him, and he to Chrift. 

Bonner. My lords, I am forry I have troubled you 
fo long with this obftinate man, with whom we can do 
no good; I will trouble you no longer now. And with 
that ended the fixth r 



Ihe SEVENTH EXAMINATION of Mr. PHIL- 
POT, November the i<)tb. before the Bishops of 
LONDON and ROCHESTER, the Chancellor 
of LITCHFIELD and Dr. CHEDSEY. 

Chancellor. /^AST not yourfelf wilfully away, Mr. 

Philpot. Be content to be ruled by my 
lord here, and by other learned men of this realm, and 
you may do well enough. 

Philpot. My confcicncc beareth me record that I 
feek to plcafe God, and that the love and fear of God 
caufcth me to do as 1 do: and I were of all other crea- 
tures moft miferablc, if for mine own will only I do lofe 
all the convcnien.cies I might have in this fife, and after- 
wards be caft into damnation. 

Bonner. Well, fince thou wilt not be conformable 
by fair means, 1 will proceed againft thee Ex Officio, and 
, therefore hearken to fuch articles as I have here written, 
and make anfwer to them. And with that he read a 
libel which he had in his hand of divers articles, and 
when he had done he bade me anfwer. 
* Philpot. Your libel, my lord, containeth in fum 
two fpecial points: The firft pretendeth, that I fhould 
be of your diocefe, and therefore your lordfliip upon di- 
vers fufpicions and infamies of hcreSy going upon me, is 
moved to proceed againft me by your ordinary office; 
which firft is not true, for that I am not of your lord- 
Ship's diocefe, as the libel doth pretend. And the fe- 
cond is, that I being baptized in the catholic church, 
and in the catholic faith, am gone from them, which is 
not fo, for I am of that catholic faith and church which 
I was baptized into. 

Bonner. What? art thou not of my diocefe? where 
are you now, 1 pray you ? 

Philpot. I cannot deny but I am in your coal- 
houfe, which is your diocefe : yet 1 am not of your 
diocefe. ' 

Bonner. You wj? re fen't hither unto me by the queen's 
majefty's commissioners,- and thou art now in my dio- 
ccfe: wherefore I will proceed againft thee as thy 

ordinary. 

Philpot. I was brought hither through violence, 
and therefore my prcfenr being now in your diocefe 
is not enough to abridge me of mine own ordinary's 



jurisdiction, neither make it me willingly Subject to 
your jurisdiction, fince it cometh bv force, and by Such 
men as had no juft authority fo to do; no more than a 
Sanctuary man, being by force brought forth of his 
place of privilege, doth thereby lofe his privilege, but 
always may challenge the fame whereioever °he be 
brought. 

Chedfey. Hath not the. queen's majefty authority, by 
her commiSTioncrs, to remove your body whither lb e 
will? and ought you not to obey herein? 

Philpot. I grant that the queen's majefty (of her juft 
power) may tranfpofe my body, whither it Shall pl ea f e 
her grace to command the fame. But yet by your 
laws, fpiritual cauSes are not Subject to the temporal 
power. 

Bonner. What fayeft thou then to the fecond article 
and to the other? 

Philpot. I am of the fame catholic faith, and of the 
fame catholic church, which is of Chrift, the pil] ar 
and establishment of truth. 

Bonner. Your godfathers and godmothers were of 
another faith than you are now. 

Philpot. I was not baptized either into my godfa- 
thers faith or my godmothers, but into the faith and 
into the church of Chrift. 

Bonner. How long hath your church Stood, I pray 

Philpot. Even from the beginning, from Chrift 
and from his apoftles, and from their immediate 
fucceffors. 

Bonner. Hath not the bifliop of Rome alway3 been 
Supreme head of the church, and Chrift's vicar on earth 
even from Peter? 

Philpot. No, lhat he was not. For by the word of 
God he hath no more authority, than the bifhop of 
London hath. 

Bonner. Was not Peter head of the church, and hath 
not the bifhop of Rome, who is his Succeffor, the fame 
authority? 

Philpot. I grant that the bifliop of Rome, as he is 
the fucceflbr of Peter, hath the fame authority as Peter 
had: but Peter had no more authority than everyone 
of the apoftles had. 

Chancellor. Yes, that St. Peter had; for Chrift faid 
Specially unto him, " I will give thee the keys of the . 
kingdom of heaven;" which he Spake to none otherof 
his difciplcs Singularly,, but to him. 

Philpot. St. Auguftine anfwereth otherwife to the 
objection, and Saith, " That if in Peter there had not 
been the figure of the church, the Lord had not Said to 
him, To thee will I give the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven. Which if Peter received not, the church hath 
them not; if the church hath them, then Peter hath 
them not." 

Bonner. What if I can prove and fhew you out of 
the civil law, that all chriftendom ought to follow 
the holy catholic church of Rome, as there is a 
fpecial title thereof, De catholica fide 6? Jancla llomam 
ccclefm? 

Philpot. That is nothing material, feeing the things 
of God be not fubject to man's laws ; and the divine 
matters muft be ordered by the word of God, and not 
of man. 

A Do£lor. St. Cyprian hath thefe words, That upon 
Peter was built the church, as upon the firft beginning 
of unity. . 

Philpot. He declareth that in an example, that 
unity mult be in the church; he grounded on Pct« 
his church alone, and not upon men. Which he dot' 1 
more manifestly declare in the book De jimpliciii" 
Prtelatorum, faying, in the perfon of one man God 
gave the keys ro'all, that he in Signification thereby 
might declare die unity of all men. 

Bonner. 1 will defire you (Mr. Chancellor) to take 
fome pains with Dr. Chedfey, about his examination, 
for I muft go to the parliament houfe. And 1 dc(ifl> 
you will dine with me. 

Then the doctor again took his farmer authority" 1 
hand for want of another, and would have made a farther 
circumftancc, digreffing from his purpoSe. 
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^ Dolfor. Yea, then I have done with you; and fo 

went a* ay. 

Philpot. You are too young in divinity to teach me 
in the matters of my faith. Though you may be" more 
learned in other things than I, yet in divinity I have 
been longer practifed than you, for any thing 1 Can 
hear of you ; therefore be riot too hafty to judge what 



^inning have been allowed for the fupreme head of the 
church" and that by the fcriptures, for Chrift faid unto 
him in St. John thrice, " Feed my flleep." 

Philpot- That is no otherwife to be taken, than, 
« Go ye and preach," which was fpoken to all the 
apoftles as well as unto Peter. And that Chrift faid 
thrice, " Feed my fheep," it lignifieth nothing elfe 
hue the earneft ftudy that the miniftcrs of God ought 
to have in preaching the word. God' grant that you 
of the clergy would weigh your duty in this behalf 
more than you do. Isthisajuft interpretation of the 
fcripture, to take " Feed my fheep,*" for to be lord 
of the whole world ? 

In the mean while a bachelor of divinity came in, 
which is a reader of Greek in Oxford, belonging 
to the bifhop, and he took upon him to help Mr. 
Chancellor. 

Scholar. What will you fay if I can fhew you a Greek 
author called Theophylact, to interpret it for Will you 
believe his interpretation? 

Philpot. Theophvlact is a late writer, and one that was. 
a favourer of the bifhop of Rome, and therefore hot to 
be credited, fince his interpretation is contrary to the 
determination of many general councils. 

Scholar; ' In what general council was it other- 
wife, that the bifhop of Rome was Hot fupreme head 
over all ? 

. Philpot. In the council of Nice I am fure it was 
otherwife ; for Athartafius was thei'e the chief bifhop 
and prefident of. the council, and not the bifhop of 
Rome. 

Scholar. Nay, that is not fo. 

Philpot. Then I perceive you are better feen in words 
than in knowledge of things : and I will lay with you 
what you will it is fo, as you may fee iri the Epitome of 
the councils. 



Scholar. I will fetch Eufebius and fhew the con- 
trary, and the book of General-Councils. He went 
into my lord's clofet, and brought Eufebius, but the 
General Councils he brought not, faying (for favirtg 
of his honefty) that he could not come by them, and 
there he would have defended that it was otherwife in 
Eufebius, but he was not able to fhew the fame, and 
fo fhrunk away confounded. 

Chancellor. The church of Rome hath been always 
taken for the catholic church : therefore t wOuId ad- 
vife you to come into the fame with us. You fee all 
the men of this realm do condemn you. And Why will 
you be fo lingular ? 

Philpot. 1 have faid, and ftill do fay, that if you 
can be able to. prove it unto me, that I Will be of the 
fame. But I am fure that the church, which you make 
fo much of, is a falfe church, arid a fynagogue of Satan. 
And you with the learned men of the realttido perfecute 
the true church, and condemn fuch as are more righteous 
than you. 

Chancellor. Do you hear, Mr. Doctor, what he faith, 
that the church of Rome is the devil ? 

Chedfey. I wifh you did think more reverently of 
'he church of Rome. What will you fay if I can fhew 
jou out of St. Auftin, in his epiffle written unto pope 
Innocent, that the whole general council of Carchage 
did allow the cburch of Rome to be the chief over all 
others ? 

Philpot. I am fure you can fhew no fuch thing. And 
w 'th that he fetched me the book of St. Auftin, and turn- 
ed to the epiftle, but he could not prove his allegation 
maiiifeflly, but by conjectures in this wife. 

Chedfey. Here you may fee, that the council of 
Carthage writing to Innocent, the bilhop callcth the 
«e of Rome the apoftolie fee. And befidesthis, they 
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write to him, certifying him of things done in the coun- 
cil for the condemnation of the DonarifU, requiring 
his approbation in the fame ; which they would not have 
done if they had not taken the church of Rome for the 
fupreme head of others. And moreover you may fee how 
St. Aullin doth prove the church of Rome to be 
rhc catholic chiirch, by continual fucceflion of the 
bifhops until his time, which fucceflion we can prove 
until our da) s.: therefore by the fame reafon of St. Auftin 
we fay now, that the church of Rome is the catholic 

Philpot. Mr. Doftbr, I have confidcred how you 
do weigh St. Auftin ,- arid contrary to his meaning and 
words, you would infer your falfe conciufioh. As con- 
cerning that it was called by him the apoltolical fee, 
that is not material to prove the church of Rome now 
to be the catholic church. 1 will grant indeed that it 
is the apoftolie fee, in refpect that Paul and Peter did- 
there once preach the gofpcl, and abode there for a cer- 
tain feafori. 1 wifh you could prove it to be the apof- 
tolical fee of the true religion and fincerity as theapofilo 
left ir, and did teach the fame ; which if you could do,- 
you might boaft of Rome as of the apoftolie fee ; other- 
wife it is now. of no more force, than if the Turks at 
AntiocH and at Jcrufalem fho'uld boaft of the apoftolie 
feed, becaufe the apoftlesdid there once abide, and found-, 
ed the church of Chrift. 

And whereas the whole council of Carthage did write 
unto pope Innocent, certifying him of what was done 
irt the general council, arid willing him to fet 'his helping, 
hand to the fupprefTing of the Donatifts, as they had 
done • that fact of the council doth not prove the fu- 
premacy of the bifhop of Rome, no more than if the 
whole convocation-houfe now gathered together, and 
agreeing upon certain arricles, might fend the fame to' 
fome bifhop that upon certain impediments is not pre- 
fent, de-firing him to agree thereto, and to fet ihcm forth" 
in his diocefe. Which fad doth not make any fuch 
bifhop. of greater.authority than the reft, becaufe his con- 
fent is brotherly required. 

And touching the f'ucceffion.of the bifhops of Rome,' 
brought in by St. Auguftirie, it rnakcth. nothing now 
thereby to prove the fame catholic church, unlefs you 
can conclude with the fame reafon as Sr. Auguflinedorh. 
And the rehearfal of the fucceflion of the bifhops doth 
tend to this ohly, to prove the Donatifts to be heretics,' 
becaufe they began, as well at Rome as in Africa, to 
found another church of their own fetting up, than Was 
grounded by Peter arid Paul, and by their fuccelfors, 
whom he reciteth' until his time, which all taught no 
fuch doctrine, neither fuch church as the Donatifts. 
And if prefehtly you be able to prove by the bifhops of 
Rome (whereof you do glory J that fuch doctrine hath 
not been taught by any of the fuccelfors of Peter's fee, as 
is rioW taught and believed by us, you have good reafon. 
agaihft us ; o:herwife it is of rio force, as I am able to 

Chancellor. Well Mr. Doiftor, you fee we can do no 
good in perfUading of him : let us admihifter the arti- 
cles which my lord hath left us/unto him. How fay )ou, 
Mr. Philpot, "to thefe articles ? Mr. Johnfori, I pray you 
write his ahfwerSi 

' Pbllpbt. Mr. Chancellor, you have rio authority to 
inquire of me my belief in fuch articles as you go about, 
for 1 am not of my lord Of Lbndbn's diocefe } and to be 
brief With ytiu, 1 will make no further anfwer herein 
than 1 have already to the bilhop. 

Chancellor. Why then let us go our Ways, and let his 
keeper take him away. 

This examination concluded with as much paflion as . 
it began ; . for, at the commencement, the bifhop of 
London called me tb an account for tarrying fo long, 
faying, that Mr. Chancellor and himfelf were half an 
hour before mafs, and half an hour even at mafs, looking 
for my coming. 1 replied, 1 was a prifoner, the doors 
were Ihut upon me, and I could not come when I 
pleafed; but w hen the doors of my prifon were open, 
1 immediately came. Thcrt the bifhop afked, if the 
doors had been opened fooner would I have come to 
S E mafs? 
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mafs ? — IF, faid I, you can prove mafs to be the true 
fervice of God, whercunto a chriftian ought to come, 
I will afterwards come with a good will. 

Then faid Bonner, angrily, the king and queen, and 
all the nobility, come to mafs. and yet you will not — 
by my faith, you are too well handled. 

lf'i I faid, your lordlhip calls lying in a blind coal- 
houfe, without either fire or candle, good handling, 
1 am then well haildled. 

You are a fool, replied Bonner, you think becaufe 
rny Lord Chancellor is gone, that we will burn 
ho more, but unlefs you recant, I will difpatch you 
fhortly, I warrant. This and fuch like difcourfe, ren- 
dered my enemies more bitter ; after which fome private 
conferences took place between the bifhop and me, in 
the Coal-houfe. 



The EIGHTH EXAMINATION of Mr. PHILPOT, 
before the Bifhops of London and St. David's, Mr. 
Mordant, and others. 

THE next day after, my keepercame in the morning 
before day to call me down, and fo I was brought 
down into his wardrobe, wherewith a keeper I was.lcft, 
and there continued all the day. But after dinner 1 was 
Called down into the chapel', before the bifhops of Lon- 
don and St. David's, Mr. Mordant, one of the queen's 
council, Mr. Archdeacon of London, and before a great 
many other Baalamites. And the bifliop fpake to me in 
this wife. 

Bonner. Sir, I here object, and lay unto you, in the 
prefenceof my lord of St. David's, and of Mr. Mordant, 
and of thefe worfhipful men, thefe articles here in this 
libel contained : and openly he read them. 

To whom when I would particularly have anfwered 
to fome of his biafphemies, he would not permit me ; 
but faid, 1 fhould have leifure to fay what 1 would, when 
he had fpoken. 

And unto thefe here I add another fchedule. Alfo, I 
require thee to anfwer to the catcchifm. fet forth in the 
fchifmatical time of king Edward. Alfo I will thee to an- 
^ fwer to certain conclufions agreed upon in Oxford and 
Cambridge. And 1 here do bring forth thefe witnefTes 
againft thee -in" thine own preferice, namely, my lord 
of St. David's, Mr. Mordant, and Mr. Harpsfield, 
with as many as were prefent at the difputation you 
made in the convocation-houfe ; willing you to teftify, 
of your oaths taken upon a book, his ftubborn and ir- 
reverent behaviour he did there ufe againft the blcfled 
facrament of the altar. Give me a book, and receiving 
one, he opened the fame, faying, I will teach him here 
one trick in our law, which he knoweth not ; that is, 
my lord of St. David's, becaufe you are a bifhop, you 
have this privilege, that you may fwear by looking on 
the gofpel book without touching the fame. And fo 
he opened the book in his fight, and fhut it again, and 
caufed the others to put their hands on the book, and 
take their oath, and defired them to refort to his regifler 
to make their depofitions when they might be beft at lei- 
fure. And afterwards he turned to me and faid, Now, 
fir, you fhall anfwer but two words, whether you will 
anfwer to thefe articles which 1 have laid unto you, di- 
redtly, yea, or nay? 

Philpot. My lord, you have told a long tale.againft me, 
containing many lying biafphemies, which cannot bean- 
i wered in two words : befides this, you promifed me at 
the beginning, that i fhould fay what I could for my de- 
fence, and now you will not give me leave to fpeak. 
What law is this ? 

Bonner. Speak yea, or nay, for you fhall fay no more 
at this time. 

[The caufe was, as I guefs, that he faw fo many 
there gathered to hear.]' 
' Philpot. Then my two words you would have me fpeak, 
fhall be, that I have appealed from you, and take you not 
for my fufficient judge. 

Bonner. Indeed, Mr. Mordant, he hath appealed to 
the king and to the queen : but 1 will be fo bold with 
her majefty, to ftay that appeal in mine own hands. 



Philpot. You will do what you pleafe, my lord, you 
have the law in your hands. 

Bonner. Wilt thou anfwer, or no ? 

Philpot. . I will not anfwer otherwife than i have 
faid. 

Bonner. Regifter, note his anfwer that he maketh. 
Philpot. Knock me on the head with an hatchet, or 
fet up a ftake and burn me out of hand, without further 
law ; you may as well do fo, as what you do, for all is 
without order of law. And whilft I fpake this, the 
bifhop went away in hafte. 

St. David's. Mr. Philpot, I pray you be quiet, and have 
patience with you. 

Phi/pot. My lord, I thank God, I'have patience to bear 
and abide all your cruel intents againft me : notwith- 
standing I fpeak this earnestly, being justly moved there- 
to, to notify your unjuft and cruel dealing with men in 
corners, without all due order of law. , 

After this, at night 1 was conducted again by three or 
four into the coal-houfe. 

The NINTH EXAMINATION of Mr. PHILPOT 
before Biihop BONNER and others. 

THE next day, betimes in the morning I was called 
down by my keeper, and brought again into the 
wardrobe, where- 1 remained till the"' bifhop had heard 
his mafs, and afterwards he fent up for me into his in- 
ward parlour, and there he called for a chair to fit down, 
and brought his infamous libel of his forged articles in 
his hand, and fat down, willing me to draw near unto 
him, and faid : 

Bonner. \ am this day appointed to tarry at home 
from the parliament-houfe to examine you and your 
fellows upon thefe articles, and you fland dallying with, 
me, and will neither anfwer to nor fro. 1 know all 
your exceptions will not ferve you. Will it not be a 
fair honefty for you, think you, that when thou Cornell 
before the lord mayor and the fheriffs, ,-and other wor- 
fhipful audience, when I fhall fay before them all, that 
I have had thee many times before me, and before fo 
many learned men, and then thou couldft fay nothing 
for that thou ftandeft in, for all thy great brags of 
learning, neither wouldft thou anfwer diredtly to any 
thing? 

Philpot. My lord, I have told you my mind plain 
enough ; but yet I do not intend to lofe that privilege 
the law giveth me, which is free choice to anfwer where 
I am not bound, and this privilege will I cleave unto, 
until 1 be compelled otherwife. 

Bonner. Well, I perceive thou wilt play the ob- 
stinate fool. Lay thine appellation when thou comeft 
to judgment, and anfwer in the mean while to thefe 
articles. 

Philpot. No, my lord, by your leave I will not anfwer 
to them, until my lawful appeal be tried. 

Bonner. Well, thou fhalt hear them, and with that he 
began to read them. 

Philpot. I fhrunk back into the window, and looked 
on a book, and after he had read them over he faid unto 

Bonner. \ have read them over, although it hath not 
pleafed you to hear me. I marvel, in good faith, what 
thou' meaneft by being fo wilful and ftubborn, feeing 
thou mayeft do well enough if thou likefl. It is but 
a Angularity ; doft thou not fee all the realm againft 
thee? 

Philpot. My lord, I fpeak unto you in the witnefs of 
God, before whom 1 ftand, that 1 am neither wedded to 
mine own will, neither stand' upon my ftubbornnefs ot 
Angularity, but upon my confcicnce inflrufted by 
God's word : and if your lordfhip can fhew better 
evidence than 1 have for a good faith, 1 will follow the 
fame. 

Bonner. What, thou wilt not, lo, for all that 1 Well, 
all that is paft fhall be forgotten, if thou wilt be con- 
formable unto us. 

Then I perceiving that he fawned fo much upon rne, 
thought it good to give him fome hope of my relenting, 
to the intent 1 might give him and his hypocritical 
generation 
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veneration openly a further foil, perceiving that they 
r < * rpafon openly with none but fuch as are unlearned, 
J? for lack of knowledge not able to anfwer, or elfe 
ith fuch a 0 they have a hope that for fear or love of the 
torld will recant: Ifaid, my lord, it is not unknown to 
^ou that 1 have openly maintained thefe opinions, and 
{ would it might openly appear to the world that I am 
won by learning; And if I hear any kind of learning 
openly (hewed, I fhall be as conformable as you may 

'Conner. Yea marry, now you fpeak fomewhat like 
a rcafonable man. What is that you would openly by 
learning be fomewhat fatisfied in ? 

Pbilpot. My lord, I have openly faid, that your fa- 
crifice of the mafs is no facrament. 

Bonner. What, do you deny the prefence of Chrift 
in the facrament ? 

Pbilpot. No, I deny not the prefence of Chrift in the 
facrament, but I have denied the facrament of the altar, 
as it is ufed to be the true facrament. 

Bonner. I pray you, what is a facrament? Is it not a 
lignof a holy thing, as St. Auftin doth define it? 

Pbilpot. Yes, verily that it is. 

Then Mr. Archdeacon Harpsfield, Mr. Cofins, and 
others, were called in, when they thus proceeded. 

Bonner. Mr. Cofins, 1 pray you examine him upon 
thefe articles, and write the anfwer he maketh to every 
I one of them. 1 will go examine his fellows, and fend 
I you St. Auguftine by and by. I find this man more 
conformable than he was before. 

Cofins. I truft, my lord, you (hall find him at length 
a good catholic man. Marry, here be a fight of here- 
to; I dare fay you will hold none of them, nor ftand 
in any of them. How fay you to the firft? 

Pbilpot. Mr. Cofins, I have told my lord already, 
that I will anfwer to none of thefe articles he hath ob- 
iccled againft me; but if you will with learning anfwer 
to that "which is in queftion between us, I will gladly 



t then that 



hear you. 

Cofins. Will you not? Why, what is 
is in queftion between my lord and you? 
Pbilpot. Whether your mafs be a facrament or no. 
Cofins. What, the mafs to be a facrament? Who 
ever doubted thereof? , 

Pbilpot. If it be an undoubted truth, you may the 
fooncr prove it ; for I doubt much thereof. 

Cofins. Why, I will prove it. It is the fign of a holy 
thing; therefore, it is a facrament. 
Pbilpot. I deny your antecedent. 
Cojins. Then there is no reafoning with you. 
Thus Mr. Cofins gave over in the plain field for 
want of further proof. And then the morrow-mafs 
chaplain began to fpeak for his' occupation : and with 
that Mr. Harpsfield came out from my lord with St. 
Auguftine's epiftles, faying : 

Harpsfield. My lord hath fent you here St. Auguftine 
to look upon, and I pray you look what he faith in a 
certain epiftle which he writeth ; I will read over the 
whole. Here you may hear the celebration of the mafs, 
and how it reproveth them that went a hawking and 
hunting before the celebration of the fame, 011 the fab- 
bath and holidays. 

Pbilpot. I perceive nothing here againft me, neither 
any thing that maketh for the proof of your facrament. 

Harpsfield. No, doth he not make mention of the 
mafs, and the celebration thereof? 

Pbilpot. St. Auftin meaneth of the celebration of the 
communion, and of the true ufe of the facrament of the 
body and blood of Chrift, and not of your private mafs, 
for this word Mafs hath been an old term, attributed 
to the communion even from the primitive church. 
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tell 1 



: Mifla doth fignify ? 
lafs can well tell. 

it cometh of the Hebrew 
one were verfed in the Hebrew 



'bink not many that fay 
Harpsfield. You thinl 
word Maffhh, as though 
butyourfelf. 

Pbilpot. I have not gone fo long to fchool, to derive 
the fignification of the word Miffa, which is a .Latin 
«wd, out of Hebrew: but I have learned to interpret 
*jreck words by Greek, and Latin by Latin, and Hebrew 
34- 



by Hebrew; I take the communion to be called Mifth, 
a mittendo, of fuch things as at the celebration of the 
communibn were fent by fuch as were of ability, to the 
relief of the poor, where the rich brought according to 
their devotion and ability, and required the minifter in 
the celebration of the communion to pray unto God for 
them, and to accept their common alms, which they at 
fuch times did fend for the relief of their poor brethren 
and lifters; and for this it was called Miffa, as learned 
men do witnefs. At which celebration all that were 
prefent did communicate under both kinds, as they did 
in St. Anguftine's time. But unlefs you can ftiew that 
your mafs is ufed as it then was, you fhall never prove 
your private mafs to be a facrament, unlefs you cart 
prove the fame now to be in your mafTes as was then, 
which is clean contrary j 

Harpsfield. What; deny you the mafs to be a facra- 
ment ? For fhame fpeak it not. 

Pbilpot. 1 will not be afhamed to deny it, if you can- 
not prove it. 

Harpsfield. Why, it is a facrifice, which is more 
than a facrament. 

Pbilpot. You may make of it as much as you like; 
but you ftiall never make it a facrifice, as you may ima- 
gine thereof, but firfi it muft be a facrament, for of the 
facrament you deduce your facrifice. 

Harpsfield; Why, doth not Chrift fay, » This is my 
body ?" and doth not the prieft pronounce the fame 
that Chrift did? 

Philpoti The pronunciation only is not enough; 
unlefs the words be therewithal applied to the ufe, as 
Chrift fpake them to. For though you fpeak the words 
of baptifm over water ever fo many times, yet there, 
is no baptifm unlefs there be a chriftian peffon to be 
baptized. 

Harpsfield. Nay, that is not alike; for, he that faid, 
Hoc eft corpus pus meum, that i3, " This is my body," faid 
alfo, Accipite, manducate, that is, Take ye, car ye. And 
except the former part of the inftitution of Chrilt's facra- 
ment be accompliftied according to the communions . 
the latter,, " This is my body," can have ho verification, 
take it which way you will, and how you will. 

Morrozv-mafs Chaplain. Why then" sou will make the' 
facrament to ftand in the receiving, and that receiving 
maketh it a facrament* 

Pbilpot. I do not fay, that the receiving only mak- 
eth it a facrament, but I fay, that a commonreceiving 
muft needs be concurrent with the true facrament, as a 
neceiTary, member, without which it cannot be. a facra- 
ment, becaufe Chrift hath made this a principal part 
of the facrament, " Take ye, eat ye," which you do not 
in your mafs according to Chrift's inftitution j where- 
fore, it can be no facrament, for that it wanteth 
Chrift's inftitution. 

Cojins. We do forbid none fo' come, to it, but as 
many as like may be partakers wieh us at the mafs if 
they require it. 

Pbilpot. Nay, that they fhall riot, though they 
require it, you will minifter but one kind unto them, 
which is not after Chrift's inftitution. Befides that 
you ought, before you go to mafs, to exhort all that be 
prefent to make a facrifice of thanfgiving, for Chrift's 
paflion with ) ou, and exhort them to be partakers 
with >ou, according.to Chrift's commandment, fa>ing 
unto all that be prefent, " Take ye, eat ye:" and 
likevvife by preaching (hew forth the Lord's death', 
which you do nor. 

Cofins. What if all things be done, even as you 
would have it,, and vvhilft the minifter is about to ad-r 
minifter the facrament, before any have received it 
there arife a fudden hurly burly, that the communicants 
be compelled to go away ; is it not a facrament for all 
that none hath communicated befides the prieft? 

Pbilpot. In this cafe, where all things are appointed 
to be done according to God's word, if incident ne- 
ceflity had not hindered, I cannot fay but it is a facra- 
ment, and that he who hath received, hath received 
the true facrament. After this, the morrow-mafs 
prieft made this apifh reafon. 

Morroua-majs Prieft. If the facrament of the mafs 
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be no facrament, unlefs all do receive it, becaufe Chrift 
faid " Take ye, cat ye," then the facrament of bap. 
tifrti is no facrament where there is but one baptized, 
becaufe Chrift faid to his apoftles, " Go preach the 
gofpel to all creatures, baptizing all nations in the 
riamc of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. 

Philpot. In that faying of Chrift, " Baptizing all na- 
tions," is a commandment to the apoftles, to baptize 
all forts of men, and to exclude none that believe, be 
he Gentile or Jew, not meaning all at once, for that 
■were impoflible. And there are many examples that 
baptifm may be fingularlj miniftered to one perfon, as 
we have example of Chrift baptized of John, and m the 
Eunuch baptized of Philip, with many more fuch like : 
but fo have you not of the facrament of the body and 
blood of Chrift, but contrariwife by the exprefs words 
of St Paul you are commanded to ufe it in a commu- 
nion and participation of many together; i _ Cor. xi. 
" As oft as ye come together to eat (meaning the Lord s 
fupper) tarry one for another." And alfo the mimtter 
in the celebration of the facrament fpeaketh unto all 
that be prefent in Chrift's behalf, to communicate with 
him, faying, " Take ye, and eat ye." Wherefore, as 
many as are prefent and do not communicate, break 
God's commandment in not receiving the fame and the 
fninifter is no juft minifter that doth not diftnbute the 
facrament as Chrift did, to all that are prefent 
where God's v.'ord is tranfgrefTed, there is 1 
prefent, and confequently it is no facrament. 

Harpsfield. What, would you have it 
Without it be a communion? . 

Philpot. I make it not fo, but God's exprefs word 
teacheth me fo, yea, alfo all the ancient writers: as 
Chryfoftom writing upon the cpiftle to the Ephefians, 
faith That the oblation is in vain, where none doth 
communicate with the prieft. If by his judgment the 
action of the prieft alone is in vain, where is no com- 
munion, how can that be a facrament, which he catteth 
a vain oblation, and a vain (landing at the altar? 

Co/ins. Such a fellow 1 have never heard, you will 
riot have the mafs to be a facrament j you are no man 
for me to reafon with. Come, let us go, pointing to 
the morrow-mafs chaplain: we will leave you (Mr. 
Archdeacon) and him together; and fo they went away. 
Afterwards the archdeacon fell into earneft perfuafions 
with me, faying: - 

Harpsfield. Mr. Philpot, you and I have been ac- 
quainted thefe many years; we were fchool-fellows 
both in Winchefter and in Oxford. Wherefore Imuft 
wifti you as well to do as niyfelf, and 1 pray you fo 
think of me. 

Philpot. 1 thank you for your good will towaTds me. 
But if you be deceived (as I am fure you are), I ftiatl 
defire you not to wifti me deceived with you. 

Harpsfield. I perceive you are now ftill that man you 
were in Oxford. . . 

Philpot. I truft you can report no notorious evil that 
ever- you knew by me there. 

Harpsfield. Well, I will talk with you no more as 
now, but pray God to open your heart. 

Philpot* I pray God open both our hearts, to do more 
his will than we have done in times paft. 

Harplfield. Ho, keeper, take him away with you. 

The ninth examination was concluded, in recurring 
to the meaning of the pronoun Hoc (this) in the propo- 
fitioh, "This is my body;" wherein he {hewed, that 
they differed from their fchoolmen, and were driven to 
a new ftiift, in faying that the fubftance of bread, alter 
the words fpoken by the prieft, was evacuated by the 
omnipotency of God, whereas God's omnipotence will 
do nothing contrary to his word and his honour. 

The tenth examination took place on the following 
day before biftiop Bonner, his regifter, Dr. Chedfey, 
and others. But this related to an excommunication, 
without caufe, and without order of law, a year and a 
half before; that the lord chancellor had rcfufed him 
ahfolution, becaufe he was an heretic and accurfed ; that 
now the chancellor had nothing to do with him, not 
being his ordinary; and, after fome farther convention 
on interpreting St. Paul, the parties, feparatcd. This 



was refumed on the following day, when bilhop Bonner 
brought in another perfon to be witnefs againft him, on 
certain articles produced} againft which proceedings he 
protefted, and appealed to the lieutenant of the archbi. 
ftiop of Canterbury, as ignorant who was at that time 
the biftiop. 

The ELEVENTH EXAMINATION of Mr. PHIL- 
POT, on St. Andrew's Day, before the Biftiops of 
Durham, Chichester, Bath, and London, Mr. 
Christopherson, Dr. Chedsey, Mr. Morgan of 
Oxford, Dr. Weston, Dr. Harpsfield, Arch- 
deacon, Mr. Cosins, and Mr. Johnson, Regifter to 
the Biftiop of London, in his Palace. 

BEING fent for with my keeper, the biftiop of 
London met me at his hall -door, and full man. 
nerly he played the gentleman-ufher to bring me 
before the lords, faying, 

Bonner. My lords, I ftiall defire you to take fome 
pains with this man, he is a gentleman, and 1 would he 
ihould do well, but he will wilfully caft away himfelf. 
Durham. Come hither, fir, what is your name ? 
Philpot. My name is Philpot. 

Durham. I have heard of that name to be a worfliip- 
ful ftock, and fince you are a gentleman, do as you may 
live worfliipfully among other gentleman. What is the 
caufe of your trouble now ? 

I told him the caufe, as in my former examinations 
■is expreffed. 

Durham. Well, all caufes fet apart, will you now 
be a conformable man to the' catholic faith, and leave 
all new-fangled opinions and herefies ? I was in Ger- 
many with Luther at the beginning of thefe opinions, 
and can tell how they began. Leave them and follow 
the catholic church throughout the whole world, as 
the whole realm now doth. 
Philpot. My lord, I am in tr. 

defire to live and die in the. fat 

known to your lordftiip, that I, wi 

years have been taught another 

you now go about to compel 

requifite that ""* 1 



catholic faith, 



; thefe twenty 
of faith than 
jnto; wherefore it is 

- ..- have time to weigh the fame, and to 

hear how it agreeth with God's word. 

Chichefter. And if you will give me leave, my lord, 
I will ftiew him how he taketh the fa) ing of St. Paul 
amifs, as many others now-a-days do, alledging the fame, 
that they ought not to be compelled to believe, whereas 
St. Paul meaneth of infidels, and not of the faithful; 
and fo St. Auftin, writing againft the Donatifts, faith, 
That the faithful may be compelled to believe. 

Philpot. St. Bernard (if it pleafe your lordihipj 
doth take that fenfe of St. Paul as I do, faying, that 
faith muft be perfuaded to a man, and not enjoined. 
And St. Auguftine fpeaketh of fuch ' as were hrft tho- 
roughly perfuaded by manifeft fenptures, and yet would 
refill of ftubborn wilfulnefs. 

Chichefier. St. Auftin faith, That infants are bap- 
tizeri in the faith of their godfathers. 

Philpot. Sl. Auguftine, in fo faying, meaneth of the 
faith of Chrift, which the godfathers do, or ought to 
believe, and not otherwife. 

Durham. How fay you, will you believe as we do, 
and all the learned of the realm, or no? and be of one 
church with us? , 

Philpot. My lords, it is not unknown to you, tnai 
there have been always two churches. I know there is 
but one true church; but always from the beginning 
there hath been joined to the fame true church a 6 c 
church, adverfary to the true: and in the NcwT cftim n 
mention is made of two churches, as it appeareth mtnc 
Revelations, and alfo as St. Paul to the Theffalonians n»- 
keth mention, that Antichrift, with his falfegcneratio . 
fhall fit in the temple of God. To which Chichetter 

^ D^W The church in the fcripturc is likened I to 
a crreat fimcr's net, which contained in it borhgoooni 
and bad fiih. I truft you will be of the betier fort, 
and lean to the truth. , . 

Philpot. My lord, it is my whole defire now to w 
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lo« that which is good, whatfoever I have done in times 
nafl and to cleave td God's truth. 

Durham Do you fo, and then; you (ball do well : it is 
almoft night, my lord of London, I rauft needs be 

^Bonner. Nav, my lord of Durham, I muft defire your 
lordfhip, and my lord of Chichefter, to tarry a little 
while- And before he had fo faid, the bifhop of Bath 
went his wav without faving a word. What, my lord 
of Bath, will you begone? 1 pray you tarry. My lords, 
1 have earned matters to. charge this man withal, where., 
of I would your lordfhips to be made privy, and, I have 
them here written in a libel, I pray you fit down again, 
orelfel will. Firft, Hay to him here, that he hath 
written in a bible, which I took from. him, this errone- 
ous faying, that " The Holy Ghoft is Chrift's vicar on 
earth." Wilt thou abide by this faying of thine, that 
the spirit is Chrift's vicar on earth ? 

Pbilpot. My lord it is not my faying,, it is a. more 
learned man's than mine: for I ufe not to write. mine 
own fayings, but the notable fayings of other ancient 
writers, as all others be where you find the fame writ- 
ten. And as I remember, it is even the faying of St. 
Bernard, and a faying that I need not be afhamed. of, 
neither you to be offended at, as my lord of Durham, 
and my lord of Chichefter, by their learning can dif- 
cern,and will not reckon it ill faid. 

Bonner. Will they not? Why take away the firft fyl- 
lable, and it foundeth Arius. 

l'hilpol. That is far fetched indeed ; if your lordftup 
will fcan men's fayings in fuch wife, you may find out 
what you lift. 

Homier. But to help this, 1 find moreover with his 
own hand, in another book, " In me, John Philpot, 
where fin did abound, grace hath fuper.-ab'ounded." I 
pray you what fuper- abundant grace have you more 
than other men ? So faid Arius, That he had abun- 
dance of grace aboveali others. 

Philpot. My lord, you need not be offended with 
that faying more than the other, for it is the faying of 
St. Paul himfelf, and 1 did apply it to myfelf for my 
comfort, knowing that though my fins: be huge and 
great in the fight of God, yet is his mercy and grace 
above them all. And concerning Arius and his adhe- 
rents, I defy them, and it is well known that I have 
written againft them. 

Bonner. Alfo I lay to thy charge that thou killedft 
thy father, and was accurfed of thy mother on her death- 
bed, as 1 can bring witnefs thereof. 

Philpot. O my lord, what blafphemy is this? Hath 
your lordfhip nothing of truth to charge me withal, 
but (as I may fpeak it with your honour) fuch blafphe- 
mous lies? 'if any of thefe can be proved, I will pro- 
mife to. recant at Paul's Crofs what you will have- me : 
I am fo fure they are as great blafphemics as may be ob- 
jected to any man. Ha, mylords, I pray you, confider 
how my lord of London hath hitherto proceeded againft 
me: for indeed he hath none other but fuch pretended 
llanderous lies. 

Chicbejler. They be Parcrga ; that is, matter befide 
the purpofe. 

Durham. My lord, I muft needs bid you farewel. 

Bonner. Nay, my lord; here is a letter, which I fhall 
defire you to hear ere you go. This man (being in my 
keeping) hath taken upon him to write letters out of 
prifon, and to pervert a young gentleman, called Mr. 
C-rcen, in my houfe, (call him hither) and hath made 
a falfc report of his examination, as you Avail hear, not 
being content to be evil- himfelf, but to make others as 
bad as himfelf. He tore the letter when he law my 
man went about to fearch him, but yet I have pieced it 
again together, and caufed a copy to be written there- 
of-, and he read the torn letter, bidding - Mr. Chrifto- 
pherfon and Morgan to mark the copy thereof.' 

The contents of the letter was the examination of 
Mr. Green, before the bifhop of London, in thebrefence 
of Mr. Fecknam, dean of St. Paul's, and of divers others, 
whofe ready anfwers in the fcriptures and in the doctors 
were wondered at by the deari himfelf, and many others, 
as Fecknam did report : and that he was committed to 
35- •• '- 



Dr. Chedfey, and to have his, meat from, the bilhop's 
own table. " How fav you, my lords, was this well done 
of him, being my prifoner, la write this ? and yet he 
hath .written a Ihameful lie, that he was in Dr. Cbed- 
fey's keeping. How fay you, Mr. Dr. Chedfey, is it 
not a Ihameful lie? 

Chedfey. Yes, my lord, he was never in my keep- 
ing. 

Bonner. Art thou not afhamed to write fuch Ihame- 
ful letters? Come hither, Mr. Green, did I not fhew 
you this letter ? 

Green. Yea forfooth, my lord, you fliewed it me. 
Bonner. How think you, my lords, is not this ah ho- 
neft man to belie me? 

Philpot. Your lordfhip doth miftake all things. 
This letter (as your lordfhip may perceive, and all others 
that have heard the fame) was not written by me, 
but bv a friend of mine, certifying me at my requeft, 
how Mr. Green fared at the bifhop of Loudon's hands : 
and there is nothing in the letter that either I, or he that 
wrote it, need to fear, but that might be written as my 

Bonnet. Then tell fne who wrote it, if you dare; 
Philpot. No,: my lord, it is not my duty to accure 
my friend 1 and elpecially feeing you will take all things 
at the worft : neither (hall you ever know of me who 
wrote it. Your lordfhip may fee in the end of the letter, 
. that my friend did write unto me upon the occalion of 
my appeal which 1 have made to the whole parliament- . 
houfe, about fuch matters as 1 am wrongfully troubled 
for. 

Banner. I would fee any fo hardy to put up thine ap- 
peal. 

Philpot. My lord, I cannot tell what God will work, 
I have written if, fpced it as it may. 

Bonner. My lords, 1 have ufed him with much gen- 
tlenefs fince he came to me. How fayeft thou,, have I 

Philpot. If to lie in the vileft prifon in this town, 
(being a gentleman, and an archdeacon) and in : a coal- 
houfe, for the fpace of five or fix weeks already, with- 
out fire or candle, may be counted gentlenefs- at yotir 
hands, I muft needs fay I have found geritlehefs. But 
there were never men fo cruelly handled as we are in 
thefe days. 

Bonner. Lb, what a varlet is this. Befides this, my 
lords, even yefterday he procured his man to bring a 
bladder of black powder, 1 cannot tell for what pdr- 
pofe. 

Philpot. Yotir lordfhip ncedeth not to rhiftruft the 
matter : it is nothing but to make ink withal for lack of 
ink, as. I had it before in the King's-Bench; when my 
keeper took away my ink-horn. 

Bonner. And why fhouldft thou go about any fuch 
thing unknowing to die, being thy keeper? for Lam 
thy keeper in this houfe, I tell thee. " ' , •' 

Philpot. My lord, becaufe you have caufed my pen- 
cafe and inkhorn to be taken from me, I would, ycf ''Be! 
glad my friends fhould know what 1 lack, not that I 
intend to write any thing that I would be afraid fhbtild 
come to your fight. • 

Bonner. More than this, my lords, he caufed a pig to 
be roafted, and made a knife to be put between the ffcin 
and the flefh, for what purpofe judge you. How fayeft 
thou, didft thou not fo? 

Philpot. I cannot deny but there was half a .pig fent 
me, and under the fame a knife lying in the fau'ee, but 
for no illpurpofe that I know ; 'yourlordihip mayjudge 
what you will. It was not to kill myfelf noi any. qther 
as you would have men to believe ; for I was "never yet 
without a knife fince I came to prifon. Therefore 
all thefe are but' falfe furmifes, and not worth rehear- 
fal. 

Bonner. I h?ve hereto lay to his charge (chiefeft of 
all) hisbook of the report of the difputatidn in the con- 
vocation-houfc, which is the ranked berefy that can be 
againft the bleffed facrament of the altar. How '..lay 
you, Dr. Wefton, did he maintain the fame there. fiub- 
bornly, or no ? 
IVeJlon. Yea, my lord, that he did, and would 
S C» neve r 
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never be anfwered; And it is pity that the fame wor- 
fhipful congregation fhould be flandered with fuch 
untrue reports. 

Philpot: You anfwered me indeed, Mr. Doctor, 
(being then prolocutor) goodly, with, Hold thy peace 
and, Have him to prifon, arid, Put him out of the 
houfe. I have read the book, and I find the report of 
every man's argument to be true in all points. And if 
there be any fault, it is, becaufe he fetteth forth your 
doings too favourably, and nothing like to that you 
did ufe me, being an archdeacon, and not of the worft 
in the houfe. 

Wefion. Thou art no archdeacon. 

Philpot. Indeed Mr. Doctor, you have amongft you 
un-archdeaconed me now, (I thank God for it) and 
that without all order of law. 

Bonner. I pray you my lords, hearken to what he 
writeth of himfelf, I read it over this morning, and 
made a note of it. He faid that Dr. Wefton called 
him a frantic and mad-man, and faid, he fliould go to 
Bedlam. 

Pbilpot. Indeed, my lord, fo it pleafed Dr. Wefton 
to taunt at me, and fay his fhametul pleafure, but yet 
I was not one whit the more fo for all his fayings, than 
Chrift was when the fcribes and pharifees faid likewife 
he was mad, and that he was polfefTed of a devil, moft 
blafphemoufly. 

Durham. My lord of London, I can tarry no longer, 
I muft needs bid you farewel. Mr. Philpot, methink- 
eth.you have faid well that you will abide in the catho- 
lic faith, and in the catholic church : 1 pray you fodo, 
and you {hall do right well. And fo he departed with 
Dr. Wefton and Mr. Huffcy. 

Pbilpot. I have purpofed fo to do, howfoever I fpeed, 
by God's grace. 

Bonner. 1 pray you, my lord of Chichefter, and Mr. 
Prolocutor, and Mr. Dr. Morgan, to commune with 
him while I go to my lord of Durham. 

Cbriftopberfon. Mr. Philpot, I was acquainted with 
you. at Rome, if you remember ir, but you have for- 
gotten me, and talked fomcwhat with you of thefe 
matters, and '1 find you now the fame- man that you 
.were then, I wifh it were otherwife. For God's fake 
be conformable to men that are better learned than you, 
and ftand not in your own conceit. 

Pbilpot. Whereas you call me in remembrance of 
acquaintance had at Rome, indeed it was fo, though it 
were but very ftrange on your part to me-ward, being 
driven to neceffity. 

Cbriftopberfon. You know the world was dangerous 
at that time. 

Pbilpot. Nothing fo dangerous as it is now ; but let 
that pafs. Whereas you fay, you find me to be the fame 
man I was then, I praife God that you fee me not like 
a reed wavering with every wind. And whereas you 
would have me follow better learned men than myfelf ; 
indeed I acknowledge that you, with a great many 
others, are far better learned than I, whofe books, in 
refpedr. of learning, I am not worthy to carry after you : 
but faith and the wifdom of God confifteth not in 
learning only, and therefore St. Paul willeth that our 
faith be not grounded upon the wifdom of man. If 
you can fhew by learning out of God's book, that I 
ought to be of another faith than 1 am, 1 will hear you, 
and any other man whatfoever he be. 

Cbriftopberfon. I marvel why you fhould diffent from 
the catholic church, fince it hath thus long been uni- 
verfally received, except within ,thefc five or fix years 
here in England. 

Philpot. I do not diffent from the true catholic 
church, I do only diffent from the bifhop of Rome, 
which if you can prove to be the catholic church of 
Chrift, I will be of the fame alfo with you. 

Cbriftopberfon. Will you believe St. Cyprian, if lean 
fhew out of him, that the church of Rome is fuch a 
one unto which mifbelief cannot approach ? 

Pbilpot. I am furc you cannot fhew any fuch faying 
out of St. Cyprian. 

Cbriftopberfon. What will you lay thereon ? 

Pbilpot. I will lay as much as I am able to make. 



Morgan. Will you promife to recant, if I fhew his 
faying to be true ? 

Philpot. My faith {hall not hang upon any doctor's 
frying, further Shan he fhall be able to prove the fame 
by God's word. 

Cbriftopberfon. 1 will go fetch the book, and fhew it 
him by and by i and therewithal he went into the bi. 
fhop's ftudy, and brought Cyprian, and pointed out 
thefe words in one of his epiltles, Ad Romanos autem, 
quorum fides Apoftold prcedicante laudata eft, non poteft at. 
cedere perfidia s that is, " But unto the Romans, whofe 
faith by the teftimony of the apoftle is praifed, mifbe- 
lief can have noaccefs." 

Philpot. Thefe words of Cyprian do not prove youc 
pretended affertion, which is, That to the church of 
Rome there could come no mifbeliefl 

Chrijlopherfon. Good Lord, doth it not ? What can 
be faid more plainly ? 

Philpot. He fpeaketh not of the church of Rome 
abfolutely. 

Cbriftopberfon. By God, a child that can but fay his 
grammar will not deny what you do,, the words arc f6 
plain. 

Philpot. Swear not, Mr. Dodor, but weigh Cypri- 
an's words with me, and I fhall make you to' fay as I 
have faid. 

Cbriftopberfon. I am no doctor, but I perceive it it 
but labour loft to reafon with you. 

And with that the bifhop of London came in blow- 
ing again, and faid, What is my lord of Chichefter gone 
away alfo ? (for he even a little before departed alfo 
without any other word, than that he mult needs be 
gone.) What (fays Bonner) is the matter you now 
ftand upon ? 

Morgan. Mr. Chriflopherfon hath fhewed Mr. Phil- 
pot a notable place of the authority of the church of 
Rome, and he maketh nothing of it. 

Bonner. Where is the place ? Let me fee. By my 
faith here is a place alone. Come hither, fir, what fay 
you to this? JSay, tarry a while, 1 will help this place 
with St:' Paul's own teftimony, in the firft chapter to 
,the Romans, where he faith, That their, faith is 
preached throughont the world : bow can you be able 
to anfwer to this? 

Philpot. Yes, my lord, it is foon anfwered, if you 
will confiderall the words of Cyprian ; for he fpeaCeth 
of fuch as in his time were faithful at Rome, and fol- 
lowed the doctrine of St. Pdul, as he had taught them, 
and as it was notified throughout the world, by an 
epiftle which he had written in the commendation of 
their faith. With fuch as are praifed by St. Paul at 
Rome, for following the true faith, mifbelief can have 
no place. And if you can fhew, that the faith which 
the church of Rome holdeth now, is that faith which 
the apoftle praifed and allowed in the Romans in his 
time, then will I fay what St. Cyprian then faid, and 
with you, That infidelity can have no place there; 
but otherwife it maketh not . abfolutely for the au- 
thority of the church of Rome, as you do miftake 

Cbriftopberfon. You underfland Cyprian well indeed ; 
I think you never read him in your life? 

Philpot. Yes, Mr. Doctor, that 1 have, I can fhew 
you a book noted with mine own hand : though I have 
not read fo much as you, yet I have read fomewhat. 
It is a fhame for you to reft and wreath the doctors as 
you do, to maintain a falfe religion, w hich be altogether 
againft you, if you take them aright ; ant} indeed your 
falfe packing of doctors together hath given me and 
others occafion to look upon them, whereby we find 
you fhameful liars, and mif-reporters of the ancient 
doctors. 

Morgan. What, will you be in hand to allow doctors 
now ? They of your feet do not fo. 1 marvel therefore 
that you will allow them. 

Pbilpot. I do allow them inafinuch as they do agree 
with the fcriptures, and fo do all they which are of the 
ttuth, howfoever you term us, and I praife God for 
that good underftanding I have received by them. 

Cbriftopberfon. What ? you underftand 'not the doc- 
tors, you may be alhamed to fay it. ^ ^ ^ 
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Pbilpol' I thank God, I underftand them better 
than you : for you have Excatdtionem cordis, The blinds 
nc f s of heart; ft) fhat you underftand not truly what 
you read, nomoiethari the wall here, as your taking 
of Cvprian doth declare. And, before God, you are 
but deceivers of the people, for all the brag you make 
of learning; neither have you fcripture or ancient doc- 
tor on your fide, being truly taken. 

Morgan. Why, al! the doctors are on our fide, and 
again It you altogether. 

Pbilpol. Yea, fo yOu fay when you are in your puU 
pits alone, and none to anfwer you. But if you will 
come to caft accounts with me thereof, 1 will venture 
with you A recantation, t+iat 1 (as little fight as I have 
in the doctors) will bring more authorities of ancient 
doctors on my fide than you fhall be able for ybur's, 
and he that can bring molt, to him let the other fide 
yield. Are you willing fy to do? 

Cbriftopherfon. It isjatit folly to reafon with you, you 
will believe no man but vourfclf. 

Phi/pot. I Will believe 'you or any other learned man, 
if you can bring any thing worthy to be believed. 
You cannot win me with vain words from my faith. 
Before God there is no truth in you. 

Morgan. What, no truth ? No truth ? ha, ha, ha ! 

Phiipot.. Except the articles of the Trinity, you are 
corrupt in all other things, and found in nothing. 

Morgan. What fay you, do we not believe well on 
the facrament? 

Phiipot. It is the thing which (among all others) 
you do molt abufe. 

Morgan. Wherein I pray you? tell us. 

Pbilpol. 1 have told you before, Mr. Doctor, in the 
convocation-houfe. 

MorgiH. Yes marry : indeed you told us there very 
well. For there you fell down upon your knees, and 
fell to weeping, ha, ha, ha ! 

Phiipot. I did weep indeed, and fo did Chrift Upon 
Jemfalcm, and am not to be blamed for it, if vou con- 
lider the caufe of my weeping. 

^Morgan. What, make you yourfdf Chrift ? ha, ha, 

Phiipot. No, fir, I make not myfelf Chrift; but I am 
not aihamed to do as my mailer and Saviour did, to 
bewail and lament your infidelity and idolatry, which. 
Jthere forefaw through tyranny you would bring again 
to this realm, as this day doth declare. * " 

Morgan. That is your argument. 
^Cbriftopherfon. Wherein do we abufe the facrament ? 

Phiipot. As I may touch but one of the leaftabufes, 
you adminifter it not in both kinds as vou ought to do, 
but keep the one half from the people, contrary to 
Chrift's institution. ■ 
, Cbriftopherfon. Why, is there not as much contained 
»i one kind, as in both? And what need is it then to 
minifter in both kinds ? 

Phiipot. 1 believe not fo: for if it had, Chrift would 
bave g,ven but one kind only ; for he inftituted nothing 
luperrliious: and therefore you cannot fay that the 
whole effect of the facrament is as well in one kind as 
"i both, fince the fcripture teacheth otherwife. 

Cbriftopherfon. What if I can prove it by fcripture, 
that we may adminifter it in one kind? The apoftles 
ySo, as it may appear in the Acts of the Apoftles in 
we or two places, where it is written, that the apoftles 
cont lnued .« in payers and in breaking of bread," 
wn Kn is meant of the facrament. 

Ipot. Why, Mr. Doctor, do you not know that 
nlr ~ by making mention of breaking of bread, 



St. Luke', 



tion, by a figure which you have learned 
"grammar, Synecdoche, where part is mentioned, and 
we whole understood to be done, as Chrift commanded 

Cbriftopberfoji. Nay, that is not fo: for I can (hew 
you outofEufehius, in his Ecclefiaftical hiftory, that 
of God, whom he named, that fent 



Chriftopberfo, 
"phiIpo°t. Till 



have read" indeed that they did life to 
' ' ion- bread to children, 

nd fo perventure the 
t was left to the fick 



ramcnt it was purpofery 



ight carry a piet 
Nav, ; 



nere fo, yet vou cannot prccifely fay, 
mar ne naa not the cup administered unto him alfo by 
fome fent unto him : but though one" man did ufe it 
thus, doth it follow that all men may do the like ? St. 
Cyprian, noteth many abufes of the facrament in his 
time, which rofe upon lingular men's examples, as 
ufing of water inftead of wine : therefore he faith, 
" We mult not look what any man hath done before 
us, but what Chrift firft of all did and commanded " 

Cbriftopherfon. Hath not the church taught us fo td 
ufe the facrament? And how do we know that Chrift 
is Homousios, that is, of one fubftance with tr* 
Father, but by the determination of the church? 
How can you prove that otherwife by exprefs words 
of fcripture, and where find you Homousios in all the 
fcripture? 

Phiipot. Yes, that I do in the firft of the Hebrews, 
where it is written that Chrift is the exprefs image of 
God s own-fubftance, Ejufdem fubftanti*. 

Cbriftopherfon. N.iy, that is not fo. That is, there 
is.no.more bur Exprejfa imago fubft ant i*, The exprefs 
image of God's fubftance, and image is accident. 

Phiipot. It is in the texr, Of his fubftance, Subftantiee 
tlhus, or his own fubftance, as it may be ricrht well in- 
terpreted. Befides this, that which Chrift fpake of 
himfelf in Sr. John manirefteth the fame, faying, I and 
the Father be one thing, Ego- & Pater tinum fumus, 
And wherers you fay, Imago here is an accidenr, the 
ancient fathers ufe this for a ftrong argument to prove 
Clirift to be God, becaufe he is the very image of God 

Cbriftopherfon. Do they? Is this a good argument, 
God a ?' e WC image ° f G ° d ' Cherefore we ar « 

Phiipot. We are not called the exprefs image of 
God, as it is written of Chrift, and we are but the image 
or Uod by participation ,• and as it is written in Gencfis, 
We are made to the likenefs and fimilitude of God, 
But you ought to know, Mr. Chiiltopherfon, that there 
is no accident in God, and therefore Chrift cannot be 
the image .of God, but he mult be of the fame fubftance 
with God. 

Cbriftopherfon. Tufli, 

M T <? ™; „ How fay you to the P refenc e of the facra- 
ment? Will you ftand here to the judgment of your 
book, or no? Or will you recant? 

Phiipot* 1 know you go about to catch me in words 
If you can prove that book to be my fetting forth, lay 
it to my charge when I come to judgment. 

Morgan. Speak, are you of the fame mind as this ' 
book is of, or no ? Sure I am you were once, unlefs you 
are become another manner of man than you were. 

Phiipot. What I was, you kndw ; what I am, I will 
not tell you now : but this I will fay to you by the way, 
that if you can prove the facrament of the mafs (as you 
now ufe it) to be a facrament, I will then grant you a 
prefence 5 but firft you.muft prove the fame a "facra- 
ment, and afterward treat of the preferice. 

Morgan. Ho, do you doubt that it is a facrament' 

Phiipot. I am paft doubting, for I believe you can 
never be able to prove it a facrament. 

Cbriftopherfon. Yea, do you ? Good Lord, doth not 
St. Auguftine call it the facrament of the altar? How 
fay you to that? 

Phiipot. That maketh nothing for the probation of 
your facrament. For fo he with other ancient writers 
do call the holy communion or fupper of the Lord in 
refpectthat it is the facrament of the facrifice which 
Chrift offered upon thealtar of thecrofs, which facri- 
fice all the altars and facrifices done upon the altar" 
in the old law did prefigure and fhadow, which perl 
taineth nothing to your facrament hanging upon your 
altars of lime and ftone. * - 



Cbriftopherfon 
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■ Chriflopherfon. Dot!: 
fle th Altar ? 

. Philpot. Not as you falfely take it, n 
the facrifice of the alrar of the crofs. 

Cbrijlopbcrfrm. Where find you it ev 

Phi/pot. Yes, that I do in St. Paul t 
ihe thirteenth chapter, where he faith, 
altar, of which it is not lawful for them 
the tabernacle." Is not altar in this place taken for the 
facrifice of the altar, and not for the altar of lime and 
ftone ? 

Chrijlophcrfou. Well, God blcfs rr.c out of your com- 
. pany. You are fucji an obftinate heretic, as I have not 
heard the like. 

Philpot. I pray God keep me from fuch blind doctors, 
who when they are not able to prove what they fay, then 
fall to reviling (as you do now) for lack of better proof. 
In the mean while the bifhop of London was talking 
with fome other hard by, and at length came in to fup- 
ply his part, and faid : 

Bonner. I pray you, matters, hearken to what I fhall 
fay to this man. Come hither, Mr. Green: and now, 
fir, (pointing to me] you cannot think it fufficient to-be 
■wicked yourfelf, but muft go about to procure this 
young gentleman bv your letters to do the like. 

Philpot. My lord, he cannot fay that I ever hitherto 
wrote unto him concerning any fuch matter, as he here 
cantelli'fy. 

Green. No, you never wrote unto me. 
../Bonner. Why, is not this your letter which you did 
write concerning him ? • 

Philpot. This letter was written by a friend and not 
by me s it was not written to Mr. Green, neither was 
he privy to the writing thereof. 

Bonntr. How fay you then, if a man be in an error, 
and you know thereof, what are you bound to do in 
fuch a cafe ? 

Philpot. I am bound to do the beft I can to bring 
him out of it. 

Bonner. If Mr. Green here be in the like, are you not 
bound to reform himthcreof if you can? 

Philpot. Yes, that I am, and will do the uttermoft of 
mv power therein. 

'But the bifhop remembering himfelf, thinking that 
he would but flirewdly after his expectation be holpen 
at my mouth, but rather confirmed in that which he cal- 
led an error, ccafed to go any further in his demand, and 
called Mr. Green afide, and before his regifter read, him 
a letter, I know not the contents thereof : and there- 
withal he gave Mr. Green the book of my difputation 
in the convocation-houfe, and afterwards went afide, 
communing with Mr. Chriftophcrfon, leaving Mr. Mor- 
gan, Mr. Harpsfield, and Mr. Cofins, to reafon with me 
in the hearing of Mr. Green. 

Morgan. Mr. Philpot, 1 would afk you how old your 



^Philpot. It is older than your's by a thoufand years 
and more. 

Morgan. I pray you, where was it fifty years ago ? 

Philpot. it.was in Germany apparent by the tcftimo- 
ny of Hufs, Terome of Prague, and Wickliffe, whom 
your generation an hundred years ago and more did burn 
for preaching the truth unto you ; and before their time 
and lince hath been, although under perfection it hath 
been put to filence. 

.■Morgan. That is a marvellous ftrange religion, which 
no rmn can tell certainly where to find it. 

Philpot. it ought to be no marvel unto you to fee 
God's truth, through violence oppreffed ; for fo it hath 
been from the beginning from time to time, as it ap- 
peareth by hiftory, and as Chrift's true religion is now 
to be .found here in England, although hypocrify hath 
by violence the upper hand. And in the Revelations 
you may fee it prophefied, that the true church fhould 
be driven into corners, and into the wildernefs, and fuf- 
fer great . perfecutions. 

Morgan. Ah, are you. verfed in the Revelations ? there, 
are many ftrange things therein. 

Philpot. If 1 "tell you the truth which you are not 
able- to refute* believe it, and dally not out fo earneft 



matters : methinks you are more like a fcoffer in a play, 
than a reafonable docTtor to inftrudt a man ; you have no 
fcofe of fhame, but dance naked in a net, and fee not 
your own nakednefs. . 

Morgan. I pray you, "be not fo quick with me, let us 
talk a little more calmly together. 

Philpot. I will talk with you as mildly as you can 
defire, if you will fpeak learnedly and charitably. But 
if you go about with taunts to delude the truth, I win 
not hide it from you. 

Morgan. Why will not you fubmit your judgment 
to the learned men of this realm ? 

Philpot. Becaufe 1 fee they can bringno good ground 
whereupon I may with a good confeience fettle my faith, 
more furely than on that which I am now grounded up. 
on by God's manifeft word. 

Morgan. Can they not? It is marvellous, that fo many 
learned men fhould be deceived. 

Philpot . It is not marvellous to St. Paul, for he 
faith, " That not many wife, neither many learned 
after the world be called to the knowledge of the 
gofpel." 

Morgan. Have you then alone the Spirit of God, and 

Philpot. I fay not that I alone have the Spirit of God, 
but as many as abide in the true faith of Chrift, have the 
Spirit of God as well as I. 

Morgan. How know you that you have the Spirit of 

Philpot. By the faith of Chrift which is in me. 

Morgan. Ah, by faith do you fo ? 1 think it is the fpi- 
rit of the buttery, which your fellows have had .that have 
been burned before you, who were drunk the night be- 
fore they went to their death, and 1 believe went drun- 
ken unto it. 

Philpot. It appeareth by your communication, that 
you are better acquainted with the fpirit of the buttery 
than .with the Spirit of God ; wherefore I muft now tell 
thee, thou painted wall and Iv.pocrite, in the name of 
the living Lord, whofe truth I have told thee, that God. 
fhall rain fire and brimftone upon fuch fcorners.of his 
word and blafphemers of his people as thou art. 

Morgan. What, you rage now. 

Philpot. Thy foolifh blafphemies have compelled the 
Spirit of God, which is in me, to fpeak that which I 
faid to thee, thou enemy of all righteoufnefs. 

Morgan. Why do you judge me fo ? 

Philpot. By thine own wicked words 1 judge of thee, 
thou blind and bl.afphemous do&or s for as it- is written, 
" By thy words thou lhalt be juftified, and by thy words 
thou fha'lt be condemned." I have fpoken in God's be- 
half, and now I have done with thee. 

Morgan. Why then I tell thee,. Philpot, thou art an 
heretic, and (halt be burned for thine herefy, and after- 
wards go to hell-fire. , 

, Philpot. I tell thee, thou hypocrite, that I mind not 
thy threats of fire and faggots, neither, I thank God my 
Lord, ftand in fear of the fame : my faith in Chrift fhall 
overcome them. But the hell-fire with which thou 
threateneft me, is thy portion, and is prepared for thee, 
(unlefs thou fpcedily repent) and for fuch hypocrites as 

Morgan. What* thou fpeakeft upon wine, thou haft 
tippled- well to-day by appearance. 

Philpot. So faid the curfed generation to the apofiles, 
being replenilhed, by the Holy.Gholr, and fpeaking 
the wondrous works of God; they faid they were 
drunk', when they had nothing elfe to fay, as thou dolt 



Morgan. Why, I am of opinion 1 am able to anfwM 
thee. 

Philpot. So it feemeth, with blafphemies and lies. 
Morgan. Nay, even with learning, fay what thott 
canft. 

Philpot. That appeared well at my difputation in the 
:onvocation-houfe, where thou didft undertake to an- 
fwer thofe few arguments I was permitted to make> and 
; yet were not able to anfwer one ; but in thine anfwers 
did fumble and Hammer, that the whole houfe \y» s 
afhamcd of thee : and the final conclufions of all thine 
anfwers 
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nfwers was, that thou couldlt anfwer me if I were in 
the fchools at Oxford. 

Morgan. What, did I fo ? thou belielt me. 

Philpot. I do not belie thec-j the book of the repoft 
«f the deputation bearerh record thereto, and all that 
vere pri-feni then can tell thou iiycdft Co* if they lift. 
\ n d I tell thee plain, thou art not able to anfwer that 
Spirit of truth which fpcaketh in me for the dcfence.pf 
Chrill's true religion. 

Morgan. Why, have 
things thou hall faid u 

^pbilpot. Afk my fellow whether I be a thief. 

Coftns. Hark, he maketh us all thieves. 

Philpot. You know that phrafe of the proverb, that 
lite will hold w ith like. And I am fure you will not 
judge with me againfi him, fpeak I ever fo true; and 
In this i'enfe I fpeak ir. The ftrongeft artfwer that he 
hath made againfi me is, that you will burn me. 

Morgan. Why, we do not burn you, it is the tempo- 
ral men that burn you, and not we. 

Pbilpot. Thus you would (as Pilate did) wafh your 
hands of all your wicked doings. But, I pray you, call 
upon the fccular power to be executioners of your un- 
righteous judgments. And have you not a title in your 
law, To burn heretics ? 

HarpsfieU. I have heard you both a good while rea- 
fon together, and I never heard fo flout. an heretic as 
vou ate, Mr. Philpot. 
' Co/ins. Nor I, in all my life. 

Philpot. You are not able to prove me an heretic, by 
one jot of God's word. 

Harpsfield. You have the fpirit of arrogancy, I will 
rcafoii with ; , vou no more. And fo he was departing, 
and Mr. Cofins alfo. And with that the bifhop and 
Chriflopherfon came in again, and faid : 

Bonner. Mr. Doclor, how doth this man and you 
agree? 

Morgan. My lord, I do afk him where his church 
was fifty years ago. 

Bonner. Arc you not half agreed? as one man faid 
once to two parties, in whom the one was equally difa- 
gren'ng from the other. 

Chriftopherfon. It is but folly to reafon with him any 
further, for he is incurable. 

Bonner. Well, then let his keeper have him away. 
And with that Dr. Chedfey led me a way by which we 
could not pafs, and therefore came back again through 
ihebifhop's chamber, where all thefc doctors were cluf- 
tcrcd together: and as 1 was paffing by, the bifhop took 
me by the gown, and faid, Know you what Mr. Chrif- 
topherfon tellctn me? I prayyou, Mr. Chriftopherfon, 
rchcarfe the fentence in Latin; and fo hedid: thecon- 
icnts whereof were, That an heretic would not be won. 

Chriftopherfon. St. Paul faith, " Fly an heretic after 
once or twice warning." 

All the Doclors. Yea, my lord, it is belt you fo do, 
and trouble your lordfhip no more with him. 

Philpot. You mult firft prove me juftly to be an he- 
retic, before you ufe the judgment of St. Paul againft 
n>c: for he fpeaketh of fuch as hold opinion againft 
the manifelt word, which you cannot prove by me. 

You are the heretics which fo lloutly and flubbornly 
maintain fo many things diredly againlt God's word, 
m God in his time will reveal. As I went out of his 
chamber, the bifhop called me afide, and faid : 

Bonner. What didft thou mean by writing in the bc- 
ginningof thy bible, «• The Spirit is the vicar of Chrlft 
iiw^h ea J 1 ^ '" * ^ u PP°^ e J" 0 " llav ^ *° n,e fpecial mean- 

l'hilpot. My lord, I have no other meaning than as 1 
we told you already, That Chrilt. fincc his afcenfion, 
worketh all things in us by his Spirit,.and by his Spi- 
fit doth dwell in us. I pray you, let me have my bi- 
j>lfi with other lawful books and writings which you 
we of mine, whereof many of them be none of mine, 
6l| t lent to me by my friends. 

JW«r. Your bible you fliall not have, but I Will 
perhaps let. you have another, and after I have perufed 
"le red you.fhall have fuch as 1 think good. 



Pbilpoti I pray your lordfhip then, that you would 
let mehave candle-light. 

Bonner. To what purpofe, pray ? 

Pbilpot. The nights be long, and I would fa!.n occu- 
py myfelf, and not fpend my time idly. 
■ Bonner. Then you may pray. 

Philpot. I cannot well fay my prayers without 
light. 

Bonner. Can you not fay your Pater-nofter without 
a candle? I tell you, you fliall haVe fome meat and 
drink of me, but candles you (hall have none. 

Pbilpot. 1 had rather have candles than your meat 
and drink; but feeing 1 fliall not have my rcqucft, the 
Lord fliall be my light* 

Bonner. Have him down. 

Chedfey^ I will bring him to his keeper, my lord. 
I am forry you will fo wilfully caff yourfelf away, 
whereas you might live vvorfhipfully : do you not think 
that others have fouls to be faved ? 

Pbilpot. Every man fliall receive according to his 
own doings. Sure I am that you are deceived, and 
maintain a falfe religion ; and as for my calling away, I 
wilh my burning day was to-morrow, for this delay is 
every day to die, and yet not be dead: 
Chedfey. You arc not like to die yet; 
Philpot. 1 am the more forry thereof. But the will 
of God be done of me to his glory, Arhen. 

The twelfth examination took place on the 4th of 
December, before the bifhops of London, Worcefler, 
and Bangor, in the chapel of the palace ; three of the 
chaplains having before called'him to hear niafs, frorfi 
which he excufed himfelf, as being excommunicate. 
Having Hated that it was for contumacy, and that the 
bifhop would difpenfe with hjm if he would come, He 
replied that the bifhop had no power to do it, not be- 
ing his ordinary. After mafs, being brought into the 
chapel, in the prefence of the regiltcr, the bifhop of 
London called upon him to fay, why fentence fhould 
not be pronounced againfi him as an heretic, though, 
as Mr. Philpot faid, no witnefles had been examined, 
which was againlt their own law. After retiring for 
an hour, he was again fent for, the bifhops of Worcef- 
ter and Bangor being prefent, they feverally addreffed 
him ; when he replied particularly to the bifhop of 
Bangor, who had faid that the protcftant religion had 
been fet forth by violence and tyranny ; retorting that 
their religion was fupported by violence; and that the 
proreltant religion was in Germany long before it found 
its way into England. He admitted, that he agreed with 
the true catholic church, and held a real and effential pre- 
fence by the Spirit of God in the right administration. 
After farther converfatiort after dinner with the bifhop 
of Worcefler, who feemed to inclinerowards him moft, 
Dr. Chedfey and the archdeacon of Oxford, and others, 
on his departure, came to him; whereupon Dr. Ched*. 
fey propofed to prove, that the churcb of Rome had its 
foundation and being, by the fcriptures, by the apof- 
tles, and by the primitive church, confirmed by the 
blood of martyrs, and with the teftimony of all con- 
fcflbrs. In this Mr. Philpot heartily agreed; but 
when it came to the proof, which he attempted from St. 
Auftin, he was able to fhew none, but for want of it 
flipped into a by-matter, making himfelf ridiculous 
and fliamclefs. 



The THIRTEENTH EXAMINATION of Mr. 
PHILPOT, before the ArChbifhop of YORK, and 
other Bifhops. 

THE Thurfday after, 1 was called in the morning 
before the archbifhop of York, the bifhop of 
Chichefter, the bifhop of Bath, and the bifhop of Lon- 
don. The bifhop of Chichefter being firft come, be- 
gan to talk with me. 

Chichefter. I am come of good will to talk with you, 
to inftrucl you what- 1 can, to come to the catholic 
church, and to exhort you to inftrucl your own judg- 
ment, and to learn firft tW have humility, and by the 
S « \ fame 
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fame .to learn, firft to have humility, and by the fame to 
learn of others that be better learned than you, as they 
did learn of fuch as were their betters before them. 

Pbilpot. Wc muft be taught of God, and I will with 
all humility learn of them that will inform me by God's 
word, what I have to do. I confefs 1 have but little 
learning in refpect of you, that both of your years and 
great exercife do excel therein : but faith confifteth not 
in learning, but in the fimplicity which God's word 
tcachcth. Therefore I {halt be glad to hear both of your 
lordfhip, and of any other, (that God hath revealed un- 
to by his word) the true doctrine thereof, and to thank 
you that it doth plcafe you to take pains herein. 

Chichejler. You take the firft alledged amifs, as 
though all men fhould be taught by infpiration, and 
not by learning. How do we believe the gofpel, but 
by the authority of the church, and becaufe the fame 
hath allowed it? 

Pbilpot. St. Paul faith, " He learned not the gofpel 
by men, neither of men, but by the revelation of Jefus 
Chrift." Which is a plain and fufficient proof that the 
gofpel taketh not it's authority of man, but of God 
only. 

Chicbejlrr. St. Paul fpeaketh but of his own know- 
ledge how he came thereto. 

Pbilpot. Nay, he fpeaketh of the gofpel generally, 
" which corneth not from man, but from Godj" and 
that the church muft only teach that which cometh 
from God, and not man's precepts. 

Chicbefier. Doth not St. Auguttine fay thefe words, 
" 1 would not believe the gofpel, if the authority of the 
church did not move me thereto." 

Pbilpot. I grant the authority of the church doth 
move the unbelievers to believe ; but yet the church 
doth not give the word it's authority ; for the word hath 
it's authority only from God, and not of men ; men be 
but difpofers thereof. For firft the word had it's being 
before the churchi and the word is the foundation of 
the church, and firft is the foundation fure, before the 
building thereon can be ftedfaft. 

Chichejler. 1 perceive you miftake me, I fpeak of 
the knowledge of the gofpel, and not of the authority ; 
for by the church we have all knowledge of the 

^ Pbilpot. I confefs that ; for faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. And I acknowledge 
that God appointeth an ordinary means for men to 
come unto the knowledge now, and not miraculoufly, 
as he hath done in times paft ; yet we that be taught by 
men, muft take heed that we learn nothing clfe but 
that which was taught in the primitive church by re- 
velation, Here came in the bithops of York and Bath ; 
and after, they had faluted one another, and communed a 
while together, the archbifhop of York called me unto 
them,, faying, _ , 

Tork. Sir, we < hearing that you are out of the way, 
are come of charity to inform you, and to bring you in- 
to the true faith, and' to the catholic church again ; wil- 
ling you firft to have humility, and- to be humble and 
willing to learn of your betters, for elfe we can do no 
good with you. And God' faith by his prophet, " On 
whom ftiali I reft but on the humble and meek, and 
fuch. as tremble at my word?" Now if you be fo, we 
fliall be glad to travel with you. 

Pbilpot. 1 know that humility is the door whereby we 
enter unto Chrilt ; and 1 thank his goodnefs I have en- 
tered in at the fame unto him, and with all humility 
will hear w.h'ajfoever truth you {hall fpeak unto me. 

Tork. "What be the matters you ftand on, and require 
to be fatisfied in ? 

Pbilpot. My lord, if it {hall pleafe your grace, we 
were entered into a good matter before you came, of 
the church and how fliould we know the truth but by 
the church? 

7ork. 1 ndeed that is the head we ought to. begin at, 
for the church being truly known, we {hall fooner agree 
in particular things. 

Pbilpot. If your lordftiips can prove the church of 
Rome to.be true catholic church, it will do much 
to perfuade me towards what you would have mc in- 
cline unto. 



Tork. Why, let us go to the definition of the church 
What is it ? • 

Pbilpot, It is a congregation of people difperred 
throughout the world, agreeing together in the word 
of God, ufing the facraments, and all .other things ac _ 
cording to the fame. 

7ork. Your definition is of many words to no pu r 1 
pofe. 

Pbilpot. I do not precifelj' define the church, but de- 
clare unto you what 1 think the church is. 
. Tork. Js the church vifible or invifible? 

Pbilpot. It is both vifible and invifible. The invifi, 
ble church is of the elect of God only ; the vifible con" 
lifts both of good or bad, ufing all things in faith, v 
cording to God's word. 

lork. The church is an univerfal congregation of 
faithful people in Chrift throughout the world'; which 
this word catholic dotli well exprefs,- for what is cathn 
lie elfe > doth it not fignify univerfal ? 

Pbilpot. The church is defined by St. Auguftine to 
be called catholic in this wife, " The church is called 
therefore catholic, becaufe it is truly perfect, and haltcth 
in nothing.'' 

Tork. Nay, it is called catholic, becaufe it is imi. 
verfally received of all chriftian nations, for the nioft 
part. 

Pbilpot. The church was catholic in the apoftlcs 
time, yet was it not. univerfally received of the world- 
but becaufe their doctrine which they bad received of 
Chrift was perfect, and appointed to be preached and 
received of the whole world, therefore it is called the 
catholic faith, and all perfons receiving the fame, to be 
counted the catholic church. And St. Auguftine in 
another place writeth, that the catholic church is that 
which believeth aright! 

York. If you will learn, I will {hew you St. Auguf- 
tine, writing againft the Donatifts, that he provetli the 
catholic church by two principal points, which is, uni- 
verfality and fucceffion of bifhops, in one' apoftolical 
fee, from time to time. Now thus 1 will make mint 
argument. 

The church of Rome is univerfal, and hath her fuc- 
ceffion of bifhops from time to time. 

Therefore, it is the catholic church. 

How anfwer you to this argument ? 

Pbilput. I" deny the antecedent, that the catholic 
church is only known by univcrfality and fucceffion of 
bifhops. 

York. I will prove it, and' with that he brought forth 
a book, which he had noted out of , the doctors, and 
turned to his common places therein of the church, and 
recited one or two out of Sr. Auguftine, efpecially out of 
his epiftle written againft the Donatifts, w>here St. Au- 
guftine manifeftly proveth, that the Donatifts were not 
the catholic church, becaufe they have no fucceffion of 
bifhops in their opinion, neither univerfiility ; and the 
fame force hath Sr. Auguftine's argument againft 
you. 

Pbilpot. My lord, I have weighed the force of that 
argument beforenow, and 1 perceive it makqth nothing 
againft me, neither cometh it to your purpofe ; for 1 
will ftand to the trial of St. Auguftine for the approba- 
tion of the catholic church whereof 1 am.. For St, 
Auguftine fpeaketh of univerfality joined with verity, 
and of faithful fucceffors of Peter before corruption 
came into the church. And fo if you can deduce your 
argument for the fee of Rome now, as St. Auguftine 
might do in his time, I would fay it might be of fome 
force, othcrwife not. 

Tork. St, Auguftine proveth the catholic church 
principally by fucceffion of bifhops, and therefore you 
underftand not St. Auguftine. For what, I pray yo u > 
was the opinion of the Donatifts, againft Whom he 
wrote, can you tell ? what country were they of? ... 

Pbilpot. They were a certain feCt of men, affirming, 
among other hercfies, that the dignity of the facraments 
depended upon the worthinefs of the minifter ;. fo th" 
if the minifter was good, the facraments which he-rw- 
niftered were available, or elfe nor. 

Chiche/tcr. That was their error, and they had none 



q.M arv. A. D.i 555.] The THIRTEENTH EXAMINATION of Mr. JOHN PHILPOT. 



251 



0 :hcf but that. And he read another authority of. St. 
Aullin, out of a book which he brought, even to the 
ianu- purpofc that the other was. 

pbilpot. I challenge Sr. Auftin to be with me tho- 
rou«hly in this point; and will ftand to judgment, tak- 
in.rone place with another. 

Cbkbcfter. If you will not have the church to be cer- 
tain, I pray you by whom will you be judged in matters 
■ 0 { controverfy. 

l'bilpot. I do not deny the church to be certain ; but 
I deny that it is neceflarily tied to any place, longer 
than it abidcth in the word ; and for all controvcrfies 
the word ought to be judge. 

Chichejler. But what if I take it one way, and you 
another, how then > 

Pbibot. St. Auftin fhewcth a remedy for that, and 
willeth", " That one place of the fcripture ought to be 
undcrllood by the majority." 
Tork. How anfwer you to this argument ? 
Rome hath known fucceflion of bifhops, which 

your church hath not. 
Therefore, that is the catholic church, and your's 
is not, becaufe there is no fuch fuccefllon can be 
proved in your church. 

Vh'dpot. I deny, my lord, that fucceflion of bilhops 
is an infallible point to know the church by : for there 
may be a fucceflion of bifhops known in a place, and 
yet there be no church, as at Antioch and Jerufalem, 
and in other places where the apoftles abode as well as 
at Home. But if you put to the fucceflion of bilhops, 
fucceflion of doclrine withal, as St. Auftin doth, I will 
grant it to be a good proof tor the catholic church; but 
a local fucceflion only is nothing available. 

hath. If you be of the true catholic church, then will 
you hold with the real prefence of Chrift in the facra- 
ment, which the true church hath ever maintained. 

Pbilpot. And I, my lord, with the true church, do 
hold the lame in the due adminiftration of the facra- 
ment ; but 1 defire you, my lord, there may be made 
a better conclufion in our firft matter, before we 
enter into any other ; for if the church be proved, we 
iliall foon agree in the reft. In rhe mean while my lord 
of York was turning his book for more places to help 
his caufc. 

'1'ork. I have found at length a very notable place, 
which 1 have looked for ail inis while, of Sc. Auftin, De 
fimplicitate credendi. 

After he had read the fentence, he faid, that by four 
fpecial points St. Auguftine here provech the catholic 
church. The firft is by confent ot all nations; the fe- 
cond, by the apoftolic fee ; the third, by univcrfality ; 
and the fourth, by this word catholic. 

Pbilpot. 1 pray you, my lord, of what church doth 
St. Auguftine write the farne, of Rome, or not ? 

1'ork.- Yea, he writeth of the church of Rome. 

Pbi'.pot. I will lay your Iordfhip as much as I have, 
that it is notfo; ;nid let the book be feen. 

Bath. What art thou able to lay? Thou haft nothing. 

T01L Doth he not make mention here of the apofto- 
lic fee, whereby he meaneth Rome ? 

Pbilpot. That is very flraightly interpreted, my lord, 
as though the apoftolic fee had been no where elfc but 
at Rome. But let it be at Rome; and yet you fhall 
never verify the fame, unlefs all the other conditions do 
go therewith, as Sr.. Auguftine doth proceed withal, 
whereof none, except the apoftolic fee, can now 
he verified of the church of Rome. For the faith which 
that fee now maintained! hath not the confent of all 
nations, neither, hath had. Befides that, it cannot have 
the name of catholic, becaufe it dilfcreth from the catho- 
lic churches which the apoftles planted, almoft in all 
things., 

lorL Nay, he goeth about here -co prove the ca- 
tholic church by univcrfality ; and how can vou fhew 
your church to be univerfal fifty or an hundred years 
"go ? 

Pbilpot. That is not . material, neither any thing a- 
gainlt St. Auguffine: for my church (whereof I am) 
^erc to be accounted univerfal, though it were but in 
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ten perfons, becaufe it agreeth with the fame that the 
apoftles did univerfally plant. 

7ork. 1 perceive youare an obftinate mari in your 
own opinion; and will not be taught; wherefore it is 
but loft labour to talk with you any longer; you are a 
member to' be cut off; 

Chichejler. I have heard of you before, how you trou- 
bled the g6od bifhop Of Wir.c"hcfteri and now I fee in 
you what 1 have heard. 

Phtlpot. 1 truft you fee nd evil in me by this ; I de- 
fire of you a furc ground to build my faith on, 'and if 
you ftiew me none, I pray you fpeak not ill of him that 
meaneth well. 



Pbilpot. That is fpoken uncharitably, rhy lord, to 
blafpheme him whom you cannot juftly reprove. 

Chichejler. Why, thou art not God : blafphemy is 
counted a rebuke to Gdd-ward, and not to man. 

Phtlpot. Yes, it may be as- well verified of an infamy ' 
laid to man, fpeaking in God's caufe, as you now do lay 
unto me, for fpeaking freely the truth before God, to 
maintain your vain religion. You are void of all good 
ground. I perceive you are blind guidesj and leaders 
of the blind : and therefore (as I am bound to tell you) 
very hypocrites, tyrannoufly perfecuting the truth, which 
othervvife by juft order you are by no means able to con- 
vince. \ourown doctors and teftimonies which you 
bring, be evidently again ft you, and yet you will not fee 
the truth. 

Chichejler. Have we thefe thanks for our good wilL 
in coming to inftrucT: thee ? " * 

Pbilpot. My lords, you muft bear with m ej fince I 
fpeak in Chnll's caufe, and becaufe his glory is defaced 
and his people cruelly and wrongfully (lain by you, bcl 
caufe they will not confent to the difhonour of God, and 
to hypocrify with you ■ if I [old you not your fault, it 
would be required at my hands in the day of judg- 

Tbe LAST EXAMINATION of Mr. PMlLPOT, 
in open Judgment, z-Jith his final Con demotion by 
Bishop BONNER,/'*//*? Consistory at St. Paul's 
December 13, 14; and 16. ' 

Bouaer.'AJt R. Philpot, amdngft other things that 
1V± were laid and objected againft you, thefe 
three things you were principally charged and burthened 
with. 

The firft is, That you being fallen from the unity of 
Chrift's catholic church, dorefufeand will not come to 
be reconciled thereunto. 

The fecond is, That you have blafphemoufly fpoken 
againft the facrificc of the mafs, calling it idolatry. 

And the third is, That you have fpoken againft the 
facrament of the altar, denying the real prefence of 
Chrift's body and blood to be in the fame. 

And according to the will and pleafure of the fynod 
Iegiflative, you have been often by me invited and re- 
quired to go from your faid errors and herefies, and to 
return to the unity of the' catholic church, which if you 
will now willingly do, you fhall be mercifully and gladly 
received, charitably ufed, and have all the favour I can 
fhew you. And now to tell you true, it is afligned and 
appointed me to give fentence againft you, if you ftand 
herein, and will not return. V\ herefore if you fo re- 
fute, I do afk Of you whether you have any caufe that 
you can fhew, why I riow fhould not give fentence 
againft you. 

Pbilpot^ Under proteftation, not to go from my ap- 
peal that I have made; and alfo not to confent to you as 
my competent judge, I fay, touching your firft objection 
concerning the catholic church, 1 neither was nor am 
out of the fame. And as touching the facrifice of the 
mafs, and the facrament of the altar, I never fpoke 
againft the faine. And as concerning the pleafure of 
the fynodj I fay* that thefe twenty years 1 have been 
brought up in the faith of the true catholic church, 
which is contrary to your church} whrrcimio you w ; ould 
have me to come: a:;d in that time 1 have been many 
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times fworn both in the feign of king Henry the Eighth, 
and good king Edward his fon, againft the ufurped 
■ of the bifhop of Rome, which oath I think that 

bound in my confcienceto keep, becaufe I muft 

perform unto the Lord mine oath. But if you, or arty 
of the fynod, can by God's word perfuade me that my 
faid oath was unlawful, and that L am bound by God's 
law to come to your church, whereof you be now, i will 
gladly agree, other wife not. 

Bonner then not able with all his learned do&ors to 
accomplifh this his offered condition, fell to perfuadirtg 
him, both by his accuftomed promifes and threatenings, 
to return to their church ; to which he anfwcred : You 
and all other of your fort, are hypocrites, and 1 wifti all 
the world knew your hypocrify, your tyranny, ignorance, 
and idolatry. 

Upon thefe words the bifhop did for that time difmifs 
him, commanding that on Monday the 1 6th day of the 
fame month, between the hours of one and three in the 
afternoon, he mould again be brought thither, there to 
have the definitive fentence of condemnation pronounced 
againft him, if he remained then in his former conftan- 
cy. At which day and time Mr. Philpot was again pre- 
fentcd before the bifhops of London, Bath, Worcefter, 
and Litchfield. 

Bonner. Philpot, amongft others I have to charge you 
efpecially with three things : 

Firft, Where you-have fallen from the unity of Chrift's 
catholic church, you have thereupon been invited and 
required, not only by me, but alfo by many and divers 
other catholic bifhops, and other learned men, to return 
and come again to the fame : and alfo you have been of- 
fered by me, that if .you would fo return and confefs 
your errors and herefies, you fhould be mercifully re- 
ceived, and have fo much favour as I could fhew unto 

y °Thc fecond is, That you have blafphemoufly fpoken 
againlt the facrifice of the mafs, calling it idolatry and 
abomination. 

And thirdly, That you have fpoken and held againft 
the facrament of the altar, denying the real prefence of 
Chrift's body and blood to be in the fame. 

This being fpoken, the bifhop recited unto him a 
certain exhortation in Englifh, the tenor and form 
■whereof is this : 

Bishop BONNER's EXHORTATION. 

MR. Philpot, this is to be told you, that if you, 
not being reconciled to the unity of the catholic 
church, from whence you did fall in the time of the late 
fchifm, here in this realm of England, againft the fee 
apoftolic of Rome, will now heartily and obediently 
be reconciled to the unity of the fame catholic church, 
profeffing and promifing to obferve and keep, to the 
beft of vour power, the faith and chriftian religion 
obferved'and kept by all faithful people of the fame : 
and moreover, if you, which heretofore, in the years 
of our Lord 1553, 1 5 54> and 1555, or in one of them 
have offended and trefpaffed grievoufly againft the fa- 
crifice of the mafs, calling it idolatry and abominable : 
and likewife have offended and trefpaffed againft the 
facrament of the alter, denying the real prefence of 
Chrift's body and blood to be there in the facrament 
of the altar, affirming alfo withal, material bread and 
material wine to be in the facrament of the altar ; and 
not the fubdance of the body and blood of Chrift -. 
if you, 1 fay, will be reconciled .as aforefaid, and 
will forfake your herefies and errors before touched, 
being heretical and damnable, and will alfo allow the 
facrament of the mafs, you fhall be mercifully receiv- 
ed, and charitably ufed with as much favour as may 
be ; if not, you fhall be reputed, taken, and judged for 
an 'heretic (as you be indeed). Now do you chufe 
what you will do ; you are counfelled herein friendly 
and favourably. 

Ita eft quod Edm. Bonner, Eptfc. Land. 

The bifhop's exhortation thus ended, Mr. Philpot 
turned umfelftothe lord mayor, and faid. 



Philpot. To you, my lord rrtaydr, bearing the fword 
I am glad it is my chance now to ftand before that aul 
thority, that hath defended the gofpel and the truth of 
God's word ; but I am forry to fee that that authority 
which reprefenteth the king and queen's perfonsi fhould' 
now be changed, and be at the command of Anti- 
chrift j and you (fpeaking to the bifhops) pretend to be 
the followers of the apoftles of Chrift, and yet be the 
very Antichriffs and deceivers of the people ; and I am 
glad that God hath given me" power to ftand here this 
day, and to declare and defend my faith, which is found- 
ed on Chrift. 

Therefore, as touching your firft objection, I fay that 
I am of the catholic church, whereof I never was out 
and that your church (which you pretend to be the cal 
tholic church) is the church of Rome, and fo the Baby- 
lonical, and not the catholic church ; of that church I 
am not. 

As touching your fecond objfdion, which is, that \ 
fhould fpeak againft the facrificc of the mafs ; I do fay, 
that 1 have not fpoken againft the true facririce, but ( 
have fpoken againft your private maffes that you ufe 
in corners, which is blafphemy to the true facrifice; fot 
your daily facrificc is reiterated blafphemy againft Chrift's 
death, and it is a lie of your own invention: and that " 
abominable facrifice which you fet upon the altar, and 
ufe in your private mafTcs, inftead of the living facri- 
fice, is idolatry, and you fliall never prove it by God's 
word ; • therefore you have deceived the people with 
that your facrifice of the mafs, which you make a 

Thirdly, where you lay to my charge, that I deny 
the body and blood of Chrift to be in the facra- 
ment of the altar, I cannot tell what altar you mean, 
whether it be the altar of the crofs, or the altar of ftonc : 
and if you call it the facrament of the altar in refpedl of 
the altar of ftone, then 1 defy your Chrift, for it is a rot- 
ten Chrift. 

And as touching your tranfubftantiation, I utterly deny 
it, for k was firft brought up by a pope. Now as con. 
cerning your offer made from the fynod, which is ga- 
thered together in Antichrift's name ; prove to me that 
you be of the catholic church (which you never can), 
and I will follow you, and do as you would have me to 
do. But you are idolaters, and daily do commit idola- 
try. You be alfo traitors ; for in your pulpits ye rail 
againft good kings, as king Henry, and king Edward his 
fon, who have ftood againft the ufurped power of the 
bifhop. of Rome ; againft whom I have alfo taken an 
oath, which, if you can fhew me by God's law that I 
have taken unjuftly, I will then yield unto you : but I 
pray God turn the king and queen's heart from your 
fynagogue and church, for you do abufe that good 

^ Then the bifhop brought forth a certain inftrument, 
containing articles and queftions, agreed upon both in 
Oxford and Cambridge. Alfo he exhibited two books 
in print ; the one was the catcchifm made in king Ed- 
ward's days; in the year 1552, the other concerning the 
report of the difputation in the convocation-houfe, men- 
tion whereof is above expreffed. 

Moreover he brought forth two letters, and laid them 
to Mr. Philpot's charge; the one touching Bartlct Green, 
the other containing godly exhortations and comforts ; 
which were both written to him by fomc of his friends. 
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mm, concerning the Ufage of 
Houfe at London. 



A L E T T E R 
Produced by BONNER, written by fo 
PHlLPOT's, andjent ' 
Mr. Green, in Bonnf.i 



YOU fhall underftand that Mr. Green came unto 
the bifhop of London on Sunday laft, where he 
was courteoufly received ; for what policy the fequcl 
declareth. His entertainment .for one day or two «as 
to dine at my lord's own table, or elfe to have his meat 
from thence. During thofe days he lay in Dr. Ched-- 
fey's chamber, and was examined. Albeit in very 
deed, the bifliop earneftly and faithfully promifed many 
right worfliipful men (who were fuiters for him, but 
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to him unknown) that he in no cafe fhould be examined; 
before which Mr. Feckham would have had him in his 
friendly cuftody, ifhe woujd have defired to have con- 
ferred with him, which he utterly fcfufed. And in that 
the bifhop objected againft his Angularity and pbftina- 
cv - his anfwer thereunto was thus, To avoid all fufpi T 
cion thereof, although I myfelf am yodhg and utterly 
unlearned in refpe<5t of the learned, (and yet I underftand, 
I thank my Lord) yet let me have fuch books as I fhall 
require, and if I, by God's Spirit, do not thereby ari- 
fuer all your books and objections contrary thereto, I 
w ill affent to yoil. Whereunto the bifhop and the reft 
nffented, permitting him at thefirft to have fuch books. 
They at fundry times have reafoned with him, and have 
found'him fo ftrong and rife in the fcriptures and godly 
fathers, that fince they have not only taken from him the 
liberty of thofe books, but all other books, not leaving 
him fo much as the New Teftameilt. Since, they have 
beat and ufed him mod Cruelly. This Mr. Fecknam 
reported ; faying farther, that he never heard the like 
young man, and fo perfect. What fhall become farther 
of him, God knovveth ; but death I think, for he re- 
niaineth more and more willing to die, as 1 underftand. 
' Concerning your bill, I fhall confer witbothers therein, 
knowing that the fame court is able to redrefs the fame : 
and yet 1 think it will not be reformed, for that I know 
few or none that dare or will fpeak therein, or prefer 
the fame, becaufe it concerneth fpiritual things. Not- 
withltanding, I will afcertain you thereof; committing 
you to the Holy Ghoft, who keep you and us all as his. 

Your own, &c. 
ne CONDEMNATION of the -worthy MARTYR of 
GOD, JOHN PHILPOT. 

THESE books, letters, fupplications, and other 
matters being thus read, the bifhop demanded of 
him, if the book iritiiled, " The true report of thedif- 
putation," &c. were of his penning, or not? Where- 
upon Philpot aufwered, That it was a good and true 
book, and of . his own penning and fetting forth. 

The bifhops growing weary, and not being able by 
any fufficient ground, cither of God's word, or of the 
true ancient catholic fathers, to convince and overcome 
him, fell with fair and flattering fpeech to perfuade 
with him; promifing, that if he would revoke his opi- 
nions, and come home again to their Romifh and Ba- 
bylonical church, he would not only be pardoned that 
which was paft, but alfo they would, with all favourand 
chceifulnefs of heart, receive him again as a true mem- 
ber thereof. Which words when Bonner faw would 
lake no place, he demanded of Mr. Philpot (and that 
with a charitable affection, I warrant you), whether he 
had any juft caufe to alledge why he fhould not con- 
demn him as an heretic. Well, quoth Mr. Philpot, 
your idolatrous facrament, which you have found out, 
you would fain defend, but you cannot, nor ever fhall. 

In the end the bifhop, feeing his unmoveablc ftedfaft- 
nefs in the truth, did openly pronounce the fentence of 
condemnation againft him. In the reading whereof, 
when he came to thefe words, And you an obftinate, 
pernicious, and impenitent heretic, &c. Mr. Philpot 
kid, 1 thank God that I am an heretic out of your 
curfed church ; I am no heretic before God. Bur God 
blefs you, and give you once grace to repent your 
*icked doings, and let all men beware of your bloody 
church. 

Moreover, whilft Bonner was about the midft of the 
fentence, the bifhop of Bath pulled him by the fleeve, 
»nd faid, My lord, my lord, know of him firft whe- 
ther he will recant, or not. Then Bonner faid, (full 
Me himfelf)' O let him alone; and fo read forth the 
fentence. 

And when he had done, he delivered him to the 
Sheriffs ; and fo two officers brought him through the 
biihop's houfe into Pater-nofter-row, and; there his 
fcrvant met him, and? when he faw him, he faid, Ah, 
dear matter. 

Then Mr. Philpot faid to his man, Cpntent thyfelf,. I 
'hall do well enough ; for thou fhalt fee me again. 
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And fothe officers thruft him away, And took him to 
Newgate; and as he went* he faid to the people; Ah; 
good people; bleffed be God for this day ; and fd the 
officers delivered him to the keeper. Then his rh'ari 
pufhed to go in after his mafter; arid one of the officers 
faid unto :him, Hence fellow; what wduldft thou have ? 
And he faid, I would go fpeak with my mafter. 

Then the Under keeper faid to Mr. Philpot, Is this 
your man ? and he faid, Yea. So he gave his man 
leave to go in with him. And Mr. Philpot and his 
man were turned into a little chamber on the right hand, 
arid there remained a fhort time, until Alexander, the 
chief keeper, came unto him ; who at his entering, 
greeted him in thefe words; Ah, faid he, haft thou not 
done well to bring thyfelf hither? Well; faid Mr. Phil- 
pot, 1 rnuft be content, for it is God's appointment; 
and I fhall defire you to let me have your gentle favour, 
for you and I have been of old acquaintance; Well; 
faid Alexander, I will fhew thee gentlenefs and favour, 
fo thou wilt be ruled by me. Then faid Mr. Philpot, I 
pray you fhew me what you would have me to do. 

He faid, If you will recant, I will fhew yoU any 
pleafure I can. Nay, faid Mr. Philpot, I will never 
recant that which I have fpokeri, whilft I have my life, 
for it is moft certain truth, and iri witnefs hereof I will 
feal it with my blood. Theri Alexander faid; This is 
the faying of the whole pack of you heretics. Where- 
upon he commanded him to be fet upon the block, and 
as many irons upon his legs as he could bear, becaufe he 
would not follow his wicked mind. 

Then the clerk told Alexander iri his ear, that Mr.- 
Philpot had given his man money. And Alexander 
faid to his man, What money hath thy mafter 'given 
thee? Heanfwered, My mafter hath given trie none; 
No, faid Alexander, hath he given thee none? That 
will 1 know, for I will fearch thee. 

Do with me as you like, and fearch rhe all that you 
can, quoth his fervant ; he hath given me a token or two 
to fend to his friends, to his brothers and lifters. Ah, 
faid Alexander unto Mr. Philpot, thou art a maintainer 
of heretics, thy man fhould have gone to fome of thine 
affinity, but he fhall be known well enough. Nay, faid 
Mr. Philpot, I do fend it to my friends ; there he is, let 
him make anfwer to it. But, good Mr. Alexander, be 
fo much my friend, that thefe irons may be taken off. 
Well, faid Alexander, give me my fees, and 1 will take 
them off; if not, thou fhalt Wear them ftill. 

Then' faid Mr. Philpot, Sir, what is your fee? He 
faid, Four pound was his fees. Ah, faid Mr. Philpot, 
I have not fo much ; I am but a poor man, and I have 
been long in prifoh. What wilt thou give me then, 
faid Alexander? Sir, faid he, I will give thee twenty 
fhillings, and that I will fend my man for, or elfe I will 
give you my gown in pledge ; for the time is not long I 
am furc, that 1 fhall be with you ; for the bifhop faid 
unto me that 1 fhould be foon difpatched. 

Then Alexander faid unto him, What is that to me? 
A nd with that he departed from him, and commanded 
him to be had into limbo. 

Then one Witterence, ftewafrd of the houfe, took him 
ori his back, and carried him down, his-man knew not 
whither. Wherefore Mr. Philpot faid to his man, Go 
to Mr. Sheriff, and fhew him how I am ufed, and 
defire Mr. Sheriff to be good unto me ; and fo his fer- 
vant went away, and took an honeft man with him. 

And when they came to Mr. Sheriff, (which was 
Mr. Macham) and fhewed him how Mr. Philpot was 
handled in Newgate, the fheriff hearing this, took 
his ring from off" his finger, and delivered it to that 
honeft man, that came with Mr. Philpot's man, and 
bade him go unto Alexander the keeper, arid com- 
manded; hiro to take off his irons, and- to handle him 
more gently, and to give his man again that which 
he had taken from him. 

And when they eame again to the faid Alexander, 
and delivered their meffage from the fheriff, Alexander 
took the ring and faid, Ah, i perceive that Mr. Sheriff 
is a bearer with him, and all fuch heretics as he is, 
therefore to-morrow I will fhew it to His betters: 
S K yet 
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yet at ten o'clock he went into Mr. Philpot where he 
lay, and took off his irons, and gave him fuch things 
as he had taken before from his fervant. 

Upon Tuefday at fupper, being the 17th of Decem- 
ber, there came a meffenger from the fheriffs, and bade 
Mr. Philpot make ready, for the next day he fhould 
fuffer,. and.be burned at a ftake with fire. . Mr. Philpot 
anfwercd and faid, I am ready ; God grant me ftrength, 
and a joyful refurrection. And fo he went into his 
chamber, and poured out his fpirit unto the Lord God, 
giving hi«.n moft hearty thanks, that he of his mercy had 
made him worthy to fuffer for his truth. 

In the morning the fheriffs came according to order, 
about eight o'clock, and calling for him, he moft joy- 
fully came down to them. And there his man met him, 
and faid, Ah, dear mailer, farewel. His mafter faid un- 
to him,. Serve God, and he will help thee. And fo he 
.went with- the fheriffs to the place of execution ; and 
when he was . entering into Smithfield, the way was 
foul,, and two officers took, him up to bear. him to the 
ftake. ; Then he faid merrily, What, will you make me 
a pope ?. I am content to go to my journey's end on 
foot. But firft coming into Smithfield, he kneeled 
down there, faying thefe words, " I will pay my vows 
in thee, O Smithfield." 

And when he was come to the place of fuffering, he 
killed. the ftake, and faid, Shall I difdain to fuffer at this 
; ftake; feeing my Redeemer did not refufe to fuffer the 
moft vile death upon the crofs for me? ..and then 
with an obedient heart, full: meekly he faid the cvi, 
cvii. and eviii; Tfalms : and when he had made. an 
: end of all his prayers, he faid to the officers, What 
. have you done for me ? And every one of them de- 
clared what- they had done, and , he gave money, to 
-them. 

Then they bound him to the* ftake, and fet fire 
to that conftant martyr; who, the 18th day of De- 
cember, in the mid ft of the fiery flames, yielded his 
foul into the hands of Almighty God, and like a lamb 
gave up his breath, his body being confumed to 
.alhes.. 
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EXTRACT of LETTER I. 



From Mr. PHILPOT to a CHRISTIAN CONGRE- 
GATION, exhorting them to refrain from Idolatry, 
■ and to ferve GOD after his WORD. 

IT is a lamentable thing to behold, at this tin- 
England, the faithlefs departing, both .of men 
women, -from the true knowledge and ufe of Chi 
finccre religion, which fo plentifully they have been 
taught, and do know, their own confeiences bearing 
witnefs.to the verity thereof. Therefore, my xlearly 
beloved, be liable and immoveable in the word of God, 
and in the faithful obfervation thereof, and let no man 
deceive you with vain words, faying, that you may 
keep your faith to yourfelves, and difiemble with Anti- 
chrift, and to live at reft and quietnefs in the world, ai 
moft men do, yielding to neceffity. This is the wifdom 
of the flefh, but the wifdom of the fleih is death and 
-enmity to God, as our Saviour, for example, did aptly 
declare in Peter, who exhorteth Chrift not to go to Je- 
rufalem to celebrate the paffover, and there to be flain, 
but counfellcd .him to look better 10 himfelf. 

God hath one catholic .church difperfed throughout 
the world, and therefore we are taught in our creed to 
believe one catholic church, and to have communion 
therewith : which catholick church is grounded upon 
the foundation of the prophets and of the apoftles, 
and upon, none other, as St. Paul witneffeth to the 
Ephcfians. Therefore wherefoever we perceive any 
people to worfhip God truly after his word, there we 
may be certain the church, of Chrift to be; unto which 
we ought to aflbciate ourfelves, and to defire with the 
prophet David, to praife God in the midft of his 
church. But if we behold through the iniquity of the 
time, fcparations to be made with counterfeit religion, 
othcrwife than the word of God doth teach, we ought 
then, if we be required, to be companions thereof, to 
lay again with David, " I have hated the fynagogue of 



fit with the wicked." ijj ' 
the Revelations the church of Ephefus is highly com- 
mended, becaufe (he tried fuch as faid they were apof. 
ties, arid were hot indeed, and therefore would not a " 
bide the company of theiri. Further, God commanded 
his people, that they fliould not feek Bethel, neither 
enter into Gilgal, where, idolatry was ufed, by the 
mouth of his prophet Amos. Alfo, we rnuft confider 
that our bodies be the temple of God, and whofoever 
St. Paul teacheth) doth prophane the temple of 
J ""im the Lord will deftroy. May we then take 
me icmple of Chrift, and make it the member of an 
harlot ? All Arrange religion and idolatry is accounted 
whoredom with the prophets, and more deteftable in 
the fight of God, than the adventurous abufe of the 
body. 

St. Paul to the Hebrews faith, "If any man with- 
draw himfelf from the faith, his foul Ihall have no plea, 
fure in him;" therefore he faith alfo, " That we are 
fuch as do withdraw ourfelves unto perdition, but 
belong unto faith, for the attainment of life.'" St. 
John in the Revelation telleth us plainly, that none of 
thofe who are written in the book of life, do receive the 
mark of the beaft, which is of the papiftical fynagogue, 
either in their foreheads, or elfe in their hands, that is, 
apparently or obediently. 

St. Paul to the Philippians affirmeth, that we , 

not have any fellowfhip with the works of darknefs, but 
in the midft of this wicked and froward generation we 
ought to fhine like lights upholding the word of truth, 
Further he faith, that we may not touch any unclean 
thing ; which lignifieth, that our outward convention 
in foreign things ought to be pure and undefiled as 
as the inward, that with a clean fpirit and rectified body 
we might ferve God juftly in holinefs and righteouf- 
nefs all the days of our life. 

Finally, in the 18th of the Revelations, God biddeth 
us plainly to depart from the Babylonical fynagogue, 
and not to be partakers of her trefpafs. St. Paul to the 
Thcffalonians commandeth us in the name of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, to withdraw ourfelves from every brother 
that walketh inordinately, and not according to the in- 
ftitution which He hath received of him. 

Ponder ye therefore well, good brethren and fifters, 
thefe fcripturcs which are written for your erudition 
reformation, whereof one jot is not written in v; 
which be utterly againft all counterfeit illufion tc 
ufed by us with the papifts in their .fantaftical religion, 
and be adverfaries to all them that have fo light con- 
feiences in fo doing : and if they do not agree with this 
adverfary (I mean the word of God) which is contrary 
to their attempts, he will (as is fignified in the gofpel) 
deliver them to the judge, which is Chrift; and the 
judge will deliver them to the executioner, that is, to 
the devil : and the devil fhall commit them to the hor- 
rible prifon of hell-fire (where is the portion of all hy- 
pocrites) with fu|phur and brimftone, with wailing and 
gnafhing of teeth, world without end. But yet many 
will fay for their vain excufe, God is merciful, and his 
, mercy is over all. But the fcripture teacheth us, That 
curfed is he that finneth upon hope of forgivenefs. 
Truth it is, that the mercy of God is over all his works, 
and yet upon fuch as fear him : for it is written in the 
Pfalms, " The mercy of God is on them that fear him, 
and on fuch as put their truft in him." Where we may 
learn, that they only put their truft in God, that ferve 
him ; and to fear God, is to turn from evil and do what 
is good. So that fuch as do look to be partakers in 
God's mercy, may not abide in that which is known to 
be manifeft evil, and deteftable in the fight of God. 

Let all vainexcufes be fet apart ; and whillt you have 
light, as Chrift commandeth, believe the light, and a- 
bide in the fame, left eternal darknefs overtake you un- 
awares. The light is come into the world, but (alas) men 
love darknefs more than light. God give us his pure 
eye-falveto heal our blindnefs in this behalf. O that 
both men and women would be healed, and not feck to 
be wilfully blinded. The Lord open their eyes, that 
they may fee how dangerous a thing it is to decline from 
the knowledge of truth, contrary to their confeience. 
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But what. laid- 1, conference? Many affirm their con- 
feiehed wiil bear them', well enough to do, all that they 
do, and to go tb the idolatrous church to Service,- whofe, 
confeience is very large to faiisfy man more than God; 
^nd although their confeience can bear them fo to do, 
yet 1 am Jure that a good confeience will not; which 
cannot be - good, unlefs. it be directed -...after the know- 
ledge of God's word ; and therefore in Latin this, feeling 
mind is called Coiifcictitja,, which foundethby interpre- 
tation, as/much as with., know ledge.' " . 

And therefore if pur confeience be led of herfelf, and 
not after true knowledge,, yet we are.nptfoto beexcu.fed" 
as St. Paul beareth witnels, faying, " Although my con- 
feience accufeth me nor^ yet in this lam not juftified." 
And hejoinetha good confeience with thefe three fitters, 
chanty, a. pure heart, and unfeigned faith. Charity 
keepeth God's commandments, a pure heart loveth and 
fcarcth God above all, and unfeigned faith is never afharn-' 
cd of the profettion of the gofpel, whatfoever damage he 
fltall fuffer in body thereby. The., Lord, w;hp. hath re- 
vealed his holy . will unto us by his word, grant us never 
tobeathamed of it, and give us.grace fp ; earneftly to 
cleave to his holy, word, and the true churchy that for 
no manner of" worldly, refpect we become. partakers, pf 
the works .of hypocrify, which God doth abhor ; fo 
that we may be found faithful in the Lord's tcftamcnt 
to the end, to the glory of God and our everlafting fal- 
vation;^ Amen. 

Letters IL and II f. are addrefs'd to Mr. John Carelefs, 
prifoiier in the King's Bench, and Letter IV. to certain 
godly women who forfook their own country for the 
Gofpel. . 

LETTER V. 

Cwlainiiig an Exhortation to his own Sifter, conjlantly to 
Jlickto the Truih, which Jje had fruitfully projejfed. 

GOD the eternal Father, who hath juftified you by 
the blood of his Son Jefus Chrift, and called, you 
to hallow his name through a good cpnverfation and 
profeffion of life, fanenfy you with daily increafe of vir- 
tue and faith by his Holy Spirit, that you may appear 
avcflel of fanctification, in the midfl of this wicked and 
perverfe generation, to the laud and praife of the gofpel. 
Amen. 

I have occafion (my own dear filter) to praife God in 
you for two caufes; the one, that to your ability you are 
rendy to fhew yourfelf a natural and loving fifter to me 
your poor afflicted brother, as by ) our gentle tokens you 
have often teftified being abfent, and alfo prefent in vi- 
fi:ingme ; which well declareth that you be a very natu- 
ral fifter indeed, and to be praifed in this behalf. But 
in 1 he other, that you be alfo a fifter to me in taith, af- 
ter Chrift's gofpel, I have occafion to thank God fo 
much the more, how much the one excelleth the other, 
and thcfpiritualconfanguinity is more perdurable than 
that which is of rlefhand blood, and is a worker of that 
which is by nature ; for commonly fuch as be ungodly, 
be unnatural, and only lovers of themfclves, as daily ex- 
perience teacheth us. The living Lord, which through 
the incorruptible feed of his word hath begotton you to 
be my liege fifter, give you grace to grow in that gene- 
ration, that you may increafe to a perfect age in the Lord, 
to he my fifter with Chrift forever. 

Look therefore that you continue a faithful fifter, as 
you are called and are godly entered, not only to me, 
but to all the church of Chrift, yea to Chrift himfclf, 
who voucheth you, in this your unfeigned faith, worthy 
tube his fifter. Confider this dignity to furmount all 
the vain dignities of the world, and let it accordingly 
prevail more with you than all earthly delights : for 
thereby you are called to an equal proportion of the 
everlafting inheritance of Chrift, if in no wife you do 
Jnew yourfelf an unnatural fifter to him in forfaking 
him in trouble, which I truft you never will do for any 
Kind of worldly refpect. You are under dangerous temp- 
tations to be turned from that natural love you owe unto 
^lirift, and you fhall be tried with God's people through 
* lieve of great affliction : for fo Satan defireth us to be 
"fted, that through fear of fharp troubles we might fall 



from the ftablenefs of our faith, and fp be deprived o 
that honour, joy, arid reward, which is prepared fof 
: fuch as continue faithful brothers and lifters in^he Lord's 
covenant to the end. Therefore the wife marl, in the 
book of Ecclefiafticus, biddeth them that come tq the 
fervice of the Lord, a To prepare themfel ves to fuffer 
temptations.".' ', . .- 

Since then t.hat for the giory of God and our faith, we 
are called no w to abide the brunt of them, and f hat. when 
our adversary Hath done all that he can, yet we may be 
ftable and ftand j this Chrift; our firft-begot ten brother, 
looketh for at ourhapdsi and all our brethren and filters 
in heaven defire to fee our faith through afflictions to be 
perfect, that we might fulfil their number : and the uni- 
yerfal church here militant rejoiceth at our conftancy, all 
whom by, the contrary we fhould make forry,to thedan- 
ger of thelofs-bpth of body and foul. Fear not therefore, 
whatfoever. be threatened of. the wicked; prepare your 
back, and fee it be ready to carry Chrift's crofs. . And, if 
you fee.any .unwillingnefs in you, (as the flefh is, conti- 
nually repugnant^ to the will of God) afk ; with faithful 
prayer, that the; good Spirit of God may lead your fin- 
ful flefh whithe-r.it would not : for if wc will dwell. in 
the.flefh.and follow the cpunfel thereof, we fhall never 
do the will of God, neither' work that which tefldeth to 
our falvation. . . 

You are at this prefent in the confines and borders of 
Babylon,, where you are in danger to drink of the whore's 
cup, unlefs you be vigilant in prayer; Take heed the 
ferpent feduce you not from the fimplicity of your 
faith, as he did our firft mother Eve. Let not worldly 
fellowship make you partaker pf iniquity. He that 
toucheth tar, cannot but be defiled thereby. With fuchv 
as be perverfe, a man fhall foon be perverted ; with the 
holy you fhall be holy. Therefore fay continually 
with the prophet David, Pfalm 35. " Unto the faints 
that be on the earth, all my will is on them." You have, 
been fan&jfied, and made pure through the truth : take 
heed you be not unholied and defiled, left the laft be 
worfe than the worft. 1 write not this becaufe I ftand 
in any doubt of your fincere continuance, of which I have 
had fo good experience ; but becaufe the days be evil, 
and in the fame it is the duty of each of us to exhort and 
ftir up one another : I am bold to put you (my good fif- 
ter) in remembrance of that which doth not a little 
comfort me to remember, in my troubles and daily 
temptations. Wherefore I doubt not but you will take 
that in good part, which cometH from your brother 
both in fpirit and body, who tendereth your falvation as 
earneftly as his own, that we might joy together eternal- 
ly with fuch joy as the world fhall never be able to take 
from us. Thanks be unto God, you have begun to run 
a good and a great time well in the ways of the Lord : 
• run out the race to the end which you have begun, and 
then fhall you receive the crown of glory. None fhall 
be crowned, but fuch as lawfully ftrivc. Be not over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with good, and the 
Lord will make you oneofthofe faithful virgins that fhall 
follow the Lamb wherefoever he goeth ; which Chrift 
grant both to you and me. Amen. 

Commend me to all them that love me in the Lord 
unfeigncdly. God increafe our faith, and give us ne- 
ver to be afhamed of his gofpel. That fame requeft 
which 1 have made to my brother Thomas, I make alfo 
to you, defiring you by all means you can to ac- 
complish my requeft, that my fureties might be fatif- 
fied with what is mine own, to the content of my mind, 
which cannot be quiet until they be difcharged : there- 
fore 1 pray you help to purchafe my quietnefs, that I 
may depart out of this world in peace. My diffolution 
1 look tor daily, but the Lord knoweth how unworthy I 
am offohighan honour, as to die for the teftimony of 
his truth. Pray that God would make me worthy, as 
he hath done of long imprifonment, for which his name 
be praifed for ever. Pray and look for the coming of 
the Lord, whofe wrath is great over us, and I will pray 
for you as long as I live. The 9th of July, in the King's 

Your own loving brother, as well in faith as 
in body, 

John Philpot. 
5 L LET. 
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LETTER 
From Mr. PHILPOT to tern 



<t godly Brethren* 



rpHE grace of God the Father, and the peace of our 
"X Saviour. Jcfus Chrift his eternal Son, and the con- 
folation of the Holy Ghoft our comforter, ftrengthen 
your hearts, and comfort your minds; that you may re- 
joice and live in the truth of Chrift's gbfpel to the end, 

I do much rejoice, dearly beloved in the Lord, to 
hear of your conftant faith in the word of God, which 
you have fo purely received ; which does not with the 
worldlings decline from the purity thereof, albeit you 
fuffer grief and trouble thereby ; for which I praife God 
mod heartily : and the Lord of all ftrength, who hath 
begun this good work in you, make it perfect to the 
end,. as I doubt not but he will, for the faithful zeal you 
have to his truth, and to his afflicted church. Therefore 
that you may the better ftand and bear the brunt of 
rnany temptations you are like to be affaulted withal, in 
thefe wicked and ftormy days; I thought it good, as it 
is, the duty of one chriftian man to exhort another in the 
time of trouble, to put you in remembrance thereof, and 
to will you with the wife man to prepare yourfelves to 
temptations; and to beware that you, which yet do 
ftand by the goodnefs of God, may not fall from your 
lively knowledge and hope. It is an eafy thing to be- 
gin to do well, but to continue out in well-doing, is the 
only property of the children of God, and fuch as af- 
fiiredly (hall be faved. For fo faith our Saviour in his 
gofpel, " Blefled are they that pcrfevere to the end." 

Let not therefore this certainty of your falvation, 
which is continuance in the fincerity of faith, Aide from 
you. Eftecm it more than all the riches and plcafures of 
this world, for it is the mod acceptable treafure of eter- 
nal life. ■ This is that precious (tone, for which the wife 
merchant-man, after the gofpel, doth fell all that he 
hath and buyech the fame. God, in Revelations iii. 
dorh fignify to the church, that there (hall come a time 
of temptation upon the whole world, to try the dwel- 
lers upon earth. From the danger of which temptation 
all fuch (hall be delivered as obferve his word : which 
word is there called the word of patience; to give us 
to understand, that we mud be ready to fuffer all kind 
of injuries and (landers for the profeffion thereof. 

Therefore God commandeth us there to hold it faft, 
that no man might bereave us of our crown of glory ; and 
St. Peter tell'eth us, now we are afflicted with divers trials, | 
as it is need it (hould be fo, That the trial of our faith ' 
being much more precious than gold that perifheth, and 
yet is tried by fire, might redound to the laud, glory, and 
honour of Jefus Chrift. St. Paul to the Hebrews (heweth 
us, that Chrift our Saviour was in his humanity made 
perfect by afflictions, that we being called to perfection 
in him, might more willingly fuftain the troubles of the 
world, by which God giveth all them, that be exercifed 
in the fame for his fake, his holinefs. And in the 12th 
chapter of the faid epiftle is written, My fon, refufe 
not the correction of the Lord, nor thrink when thou 
art rebuked of him for the Lord doth chaftife every 
fon whom he receiveth, &c. Chrift, in the gofpel of 
St. John, biddeth his difciples to look for ufflidtions, 
laying, In the world you (hall have trouble, but in me 
ye (hall have joy. And 1 therefore in the midlt of their 
trouble, in the 21ft of St. Luke, he biddeth them look 
up and lift up their heads, for your redemption, faith 
he, is at hand. And in the 2 2d he faith to all fuch as 
be* afflicted for him, You are thofe that have continued 
with me in my temptations, and therefore I appoint 
unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed for 
me, to eat and drink upon my table in my kingdom. 

Oh how glorious be the erodes of Chrift, which 
bring the bearers of them unto fo bleffed an end ! Shall 
we not be glad to partakers of fuch fhame as may 
bring us to fo high a dignity ? God open our eyes to 
fee all things as they be, and to judge uprightly. Then 
doubtlefs we would chink with Mofes,. that it is better to 
be airlifted with the people of God, than, to be counted 
the king of Egypt's fon. Then fhould we joyfully fay 



with David, in all our adverfities and troubles, It is 
good, O Lord, thou haft brought me lowj to the end: 
I might learn thy righteoufhefs. Therefore St. P au l 
would not glory in atiy other thing df the world, but fry 
the crofs of Chrift, and in other his infirrhities ; Wi > 
have the commandment of Chrift, daily to take up his' 
crofs and follow him. We have the godly erifamples 
of all his apoftles and holy martyrs, who with great joy 
and exultation have fuffered the lofs of all lands, goods, 
and life, for the hope of a better reward, which i s 
laid up for all thofe in heaven, that unfeignedly cleave 
to the gofpel, and never be afhamcd thereof. 

Great is the felicity of the world to the outward 
man, and very pleafant are the tranfitory delights 
thereof : but the reward of the righteous after the 
word of God, doth incomparably excel them all, in. 
fomuch that St. Paul to the Romans doth plainly »f 
firm, that all the tribulations of this world cannot de 
ferve that glory which (hall be (hewed unto us. 

Let us therefore (good brethren and fifters) be merr 
and glad in thefe troublefome days, which be fern ( 
God to declare our faith, and to bring to the end ant 
fruition of that which we hope for. If we would ente 
into the Lord's fanctuary, and behold what is prepare 
for us, we could not but defire the Lord to haften th 
day of our death, in which we might fet fprth, by tru 
confeffion, his- glory. Neither fhould we be afraid to 
meet our adversaries, who fo carneftly feek our fpoil and 
death, as Chrift did Judas and that wicked rout, which 
came to apprehend him, faying, I am he whom 
feek. It is commanded us by the gofpel, not to 1 
them that kill the body, but to fear God, who can call 
both body and foul into hell-fire. . So much we ate 
bound to obferve this commandment as any other which 
God hath given us. The Lord increafe our faith, that 
we fear God more than man. The Lord give us fuch 
love towards him and his truth, that we may be content 
to forfake all and follow him. Now will it appear what 
we love beft; for fo what we love beft we (hall (tick. 
There is none worthy to be counted a chriftian, except 
he can find in his heart, for Chrift's fake, if the con- 
feffion of his truth doth require it, to renounce all that 
he hath, and follow him ; and in fo doing he gaineth 
an hundred fold more in this life (as our Saviour fait 
to Peter) and hereafter is affured of eternal life. Behold 
1 pray you, what he lofeth who in this life receivethan 
hundred for one, with affurance of eternal life. Ohapp 
exchange 1 Perchance your outward man will fay, If 
were fure of this great recompence here, 1 could ' 
glad to forfake all ; but where is this hundred fold 
this life to be found ? Yes, truly ; for inftead of 
worldly riches which thou doft forfake, which be 
temporal, thou haft found the everlafting riches of hea 
ven, which the glory, honour, and praife, both before 
God, angels, and men ; and for an earthly habitation, 
haft an eternal manfion with Chrift in heaveri ; for even 
now thou art of the city and houfhold of the faints with 
God, as it is verified in the fourth of the Philippians. 
For worldly peace, which can laft but a while, thou doll 
poffefs the peace of God, which paffeth all underftand- 
ing; and for the lofs of a few friends, thou art made » 
fellow of the innumerable company of heaven ; and a 
perpetual friend of all thofe that have died in the Lord, 
from the beginning of the world. Is not this more 
than an hundred fold ? Is not the peace of God which 
we in this world have through faithful imitation of 
j Chrift (which the world cannot take from us) tenthotl- 
I fand fold more, than thofe things that moft highly be ef- 
I teemed in the world, without the peace of God ? All the 
I peace of the world is no peace, but a mere anguifh, and 
! a gnawing fury of hell : as of late God hath fet exam- 
1 pie before our eyes, to teach us how horrible an evil it 
is to forfake the peace of Chrift's truth, which breed- 
cth a worm in the confeience that never fhall reft. 

O that we would weigh this with indifferent balan- 
ces 1 Then fhould we not be difmayed at this troublefome 
time, neither forrow after a worldly manner for the loft 
which we are now like to fuftain, as weak : faithlefs per- 
rons do, which love their goods more than God, an" 1 
the things vifible above thofe which be inviliblc, but 
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rather would heartily rejoice arid be thankful that it 
pleafed God to call us to be foldiers in his caufe againft 
the works of hypocrify, arid to make us like Unto our 
Saviour Chrift in fuffering, whereby we may aflure 
oiirfeives of his eternal glory : For bleffed are they, 
faith Chrift, that fuffer perfection for righteoufnefs' 
fake. And as St. Paul witneffethto Timothy, If we 
die with Chrift, we mail iive with Chrift, and if we 
deny him, he will deny us. 

0 that we would enter into the vail of God's pfo- 
m ifes. "then fhould we with St. Paul to the Philippiahs, 
reject all, and count all things but for drofs, fo that we 
may gain Chrift. God, which is the ehligh'terief of all 
darknefs, arid putter away of all bliridnefs, anoint our 
eyes with the true eye-falve, that we may behold His 
glory, and our eternal felicity, which is bidden with 
Chrift, and prepared for us that do' abide in his tefta- 
rherit : for blefled is that fervaht, whom the maftef when 
he cometh (as Chrift faid) doth find faithful. Let us 
therefore watch arid pray one for another, that we yield 
not in any point of bur religion to the aritichriftian fy- 
hagogue, and that we be not overthrown by thefe temp- 
tatToris. Starid therefore, and be no cowards in the 
caufe of your falvation ; for his Spirit that is in us, is 
ftronger than he which in the wortd doth now rage a- 
gainft us. Let us not put out the Spirit of God from us, 
by whofe might we fhall overcome our enemies, and then 
death fhall be as great a pain to us as it was to the bleff- 
ed apo.ftle St. Paul. Why then do ye mourn ? Why do 
ye weep ? Why are ye fo careful, as though God hath 
forfaken you ? He is never more prefent with us, than 
when we arc in trouble, if we do not forfake him. We 
are in his hands, and no body can do us any injury or 
wrong without his good will and pleafure. He hath 
commanded his angels to keep us, that we (tumble not 
at a ftone without his divine providence. The devil 
cannot hurt any of us, and much lefs any of his mini- 
fters, without the good will of our eternal Father. 

Therefore let us be of good comfort, and continu- 
ally give thanks unto God for our eftate, whatfoever 
it be; for if we murmur againft the fame, we murmur 
againft God, who fendeth the fame : which if we do, 
we kick but againft the pricks, and provoke more the 
wrath of God againft us j which by patient fuffering 
otherwife would fooner be turned into our favour 
through' faithful prayer. 

1 befeech you with St. Paul, to give your bodies pure 
and holy facrifices unto God. He hath given us bodies 
to beftow unto his glory, and not after our own concu- 
pifcence. If many years God haih fuffered us to ufe our 
bodies, which be his temples, after the luft of the flefh, 

j in vain delights, not according to his glory; is it not 
I our duty in the latter end of our life, the more willingly 
! to yield unto God's glory our bodies, with all that we 
have, in demonftration of true repentance of that we 
have evil fpent before ? Cannot the example of the 
blefled man Job, horribly afflicted, caufe us to fay, 
" The Lord hath given it, the Lord hath taken it : 
blefled be the name of the Lord, fo is it come to pafs ?" 
If we calt our whole care likewife upon God, he will 
turn our mifcry into felicity, as well as he did to Job. 
God tempteth us now as he did our father Abraham, 
commanding him to flay his fon Ifaac in facrifice to 
him ; which Ifaac, by interpretation, doth fignify mirth 
and joy. Who by his obedience preferved Ifaac unto 
long life, and offered in his Head a ram that was tied 
by the horns in the brambles. So likewife we are all 
commanded to facrifice unto God our Ifaac, which is 
our , i°y and confolation : which if we be ready to do, 
as Abraham was, our joy fhall not perifh, but live and 
be increafed, although our ram be facrificed for our 
Ifaac : which doth fignify, that the pride and concupi- 
fcenge of our flefh, entangled through fin with the cares 
,°f this'ftinging world, mull be mortified for the pre- 
servation and perfect augmentation of our mirth and 
joyi which is fcaled up for. us in Chrift. 
. And to withftand thefe prefent temptations where r 
with we are now encumbered, you cannot have a better 
femedy than t= fet before your eyes how our Saviour 
Chrift .overcame them in the defart," and to follow his 
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example. That if the devil hirhfelf, or any other by 
him, willeth you to make (rones bread, that is; to take 
fuch a worldly-wjfe way, that you may have youf fair 
houfes, lands and goods to live on ftill ,• you muft fay, 
thai: every man liveth not only by bread, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

Again, if the devil counfelleth ydu to caft yourfeives 
down to the earthi as to revoke your firicere belief and 
godly converfation, and to be conformable to the learn- 
ed men of the world, pretending that God will be well 
enough content therewith ; you rnufi anfwer that it is 
written, that a man fhall not tempt his Lord God; 

Further, if the devil offer you large prdmifes of ho- 
nour, dignity; and poffeflions, fo that you will worfhip 
idols in. his fynagogue,,yoti muft fay, Get behind me, 
Saran, for it is otherwife written, that a man muft wor- 
fhip his Lord God, and ferve hirn only. 

Finally, if your mother, brother, After, wife, child, 
kinfman, or friend, do require you to do otherwife than 
the word of God hath taught you, you muft fay with 
Chrift, that they are your mothers, brothers, fitters, 
wives, children, kinfmen, which do the will of God the 
Father. To which will the Lord for his mercy con- 
form us all unfeignedly to the end. Amen. 
Your loving and faithful brother 

in Chrift, in captivity, 

John Philpot. 

LETTER VII. 
From Mr. PHILPOT to Mr. ROBERT HAR- 

• RINGTON; 
^>»ENTLE Mr. Harrington, 1 cannot tell what cori- 
• VJf dign thanks I may give unto God for you, in re- 
fpect of the great gentlenefs and pains which you have 
taken for the relief of me and of out other afflicted 
brethren in Chrift, God be praifed for his mercy, 
whofe loving providence We have feen towards us by 
fuch faithful ftewards as you have been towards a great 
many. Bleffed be \ ou of God for the loving care which 
you have taken for his poor flock. God Hath referved 
your reward of thanks in heaven, and therefore I go 
not about to render you any, left I might feem to judge 
that you looked for that here, which is referved for a 
better place. I thank God for that which I have found 
by your faithful and diligent induftry, and God forgive 
me my unworthinefs of fo great benefits; God give me 
grace to ferve him faithfully, and to run out my face 
with joy. Glorious is the courfeof the martyrs of Chrift 
at this day. Never had the elect of God a better time 
for their glory than this is. Now may they be affined 
under the crofs, that they are Chfift's difciples for ever. 

Methinks I fee you defiring to be under the fame; 
The flefh drawcth back, but the fpirit faith, It muft be 
brought whither it would not. Here is the victory of 
the world : here is the true faith, and everlafting glory. 
Who is he which defireth not to be found faithful to 
his malt, r? And now is the time that every faithful 
fervant of Chrift hath juft opportunity to fhew himfelf 
a glorious foldier in the Lord s fight. Now do the 
Amalekites invade the true Ifraelites, that the Ifraelites 
might with fpeed be glorified; I need not for want of 
underftanding to admonifti you hereof, but as a wil- 
ling foldier in Chrift, to exhort you fo to run as you 
may get the victory, and that fpcedily with us. A maft 
that is invited to "a glorious feaft, defireth his friend 
may go with him, and be partaker thereof. God doth 
call me, molt unworthy, among others, to drink of the 
bride-cup of his Son, whereby we fhall be made wor- 
thy (as many of our brethren have been before us; to 
fit at the right hand and at the left han^ of Chrift. O 
what unfpcakable condition is that? May any worldly 
thing hinder us from the defire thereof? Since we feck 
the kingdom of God, why do we not apprehend it, be- 
ing fo near offered unto us ? 

Let us approach near unto God, and God will draw 
near unto us. God draw us after him, that we may all 
run after the favour of hi* fweet ointments. Chrift 
anoint us, that we ntty be fuppled in thefe evil days to 
run lightly unto the glory of the Lord. Sh*me, impri- 

5M fonment, 
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fonment, lofs of goods, and (hedding of pur blood, be 1 
{He juft price . which we muft willingly beftow for the, 
feme. ' Wherefore (dearly " beloved " iri the Lord) let 
riot: the great charges' Keep you back from buying this 1 
glory: 'for the reward is ten thoufand fold greater than 
the price. 

That you have married a wife, whom God blefs, I 
cannot ekcufe' you from this mart, but you muft bring 
four wife for an iifury to the Lord, whofe pleafure is in 
godly yoke-fellows. , I wifh you to be as 1 am, except 
thefe horrible bands, but yet moft comfortable to the 
fpirit, affuring'ybu, that We are made worthy, through 
Chriftj of the kingdom for which we fuffer. Praifed 
be the Lord for the affliction which we fuffer, and may 
he give us ftrength to continue to the end. 

Commend me to Mr. Heath, and tell him that I 
would with him with me, to prove how apt he is to 
carry the crofs of Chrift. I pray for his continuance in 
Chrift, as for mine own. Commend me to his wife, 
and to Mrs. Hall, certifying them 'that I am brought to 
the gates of hell, "that 1 might never enter into the 
fame, 1 'but be raifed up from hell to heaven, through 
the word that fanclifieth us. Commend me to Mr. 
Elfihg and his wife, and thank them that they remem- 
bered to provide for me fome eafe in prifon; and tell 
them, that though my lord's coal-houfe be but very 
black, yet it is' more to be defircd by the faithful than 
the queen's palace. God make her a joyful mother, 
and preferve them both to the comfort of God's peo- 
ple. Thus for this time fare wel, dear brother. Written 
in poft-hafte becaufe of ftrait keeping. 

This day I expect to be called before the commif- 
fioners again. Pray, dear brother, for the Spirit of 
wifdomto remain with me. Comrnend me to your wife, 
and. I thank you both Tor your tokens. Your token 1 
have fent to your wife; and my token unto you, is my 
faithful heart with this letter. Commend me to all 
mv .friends^ and tell them thai. I am cheerful in Chrift, 
w tilling them to fear God more than man, and to learn 
to defpife earneftly the vanities of this world ; defiring 
you all to pray for me, that I may end my journey 
with fidelity. ' Amen. 

" ' ' " John Philpot. 

Letters VIII, IX, and X. are addreffed to the Lady 
.Vane, regretting in the ' firft that the glorious light, 
w.Klch.tiad been difplaycd to England, was now chang- 
ed into fuch huge darknefs, and ,that the plagues hanging 
over England were great, though the gofpel ihould be 
again reftorcd. " Happy," fays he, ." (hall that perfon 
be whom the Lord fliall take out of this world, not to 
fee them." Hcadyifesto rejoice" iri the crofs of Chrift, 
to be of good comfort, and hold the buckler of faith; 
for by the ftrength of the Lprd they would fhortly'meet 
in eternal glory." This was dated the ioth of Decem- 
ber, 1555. Another to fhe fame Lady, who was a 
great fupport to him, is dated from the King's Bench 
prifon on the la ft of May of that year; wherein he re- 
marks, that " neither the fear of imprisonment, neither 
the poffeffiqn of the world, wherewithal (he was fuffici- 
efitly. endued above a great many, could feparate her 
from the love of the truth." He exhorts her to '•« pray 
heartily, and that often, that God once again for his 
Chrift's fake would be merciful to his afflicted church 
in England." And in the tenth letter which was writ- 
ten on the 20th of Auguft, wherein, after he had bleffed 
" God that made her fo worthy a member in his king- 
dom,"- he adds, " for it cannot be but fuch ftiall reap 
with abundance in time of reward, that heie dofowfo 
plenteoufiy in well-doing; although I am moft unworthy 
to receive any fuch benefits at your hands as in refpecT: of 
of a pillar of. Chrift's church in you wifheth me to be 
fuch an one as the time doth require. God fulfil you'r 
defire of me, that I may be found conftant, and no 
wandering ftar." In this truly primitive andapoftblical 
manner did this faithful fervant of Chrift employ every 
moment he could procure, to fulfil the objecT: and dis- 
charge the miffipn of a diligent, paftor and faithful mar- 
tyr. As a true 'fpeeimen of his manner and fincerity, 
we have given the following Letter at large.' 



. LETTER XL 

'To ihejami Lady. 

•TpHE mercy, of God the Father, and the confolatiort 
JL of the Holy Ghoft through Jefus Chrift, be with 
you, and ftrengthen you, my dear mother and fifterin 
the Lord, in thefe dangerous days, to the crown of 
eternal glory, which is now offered to all faithful fol. 
dicrs in .the. gofpel, Amen. 

As your good ladyfhip doth defire to hear from me, 
fo am I defirous to write, as your gentlenefs and daily 
goodnefs bind me. But Satan of late hath hindered me 
who envying all good exercifes which 1 have had and 
received by mine cafy imprifonment in times.paft, hath 
brought me out of the King's-Bench into the bifhop of 
London's coal-houfe, a dark and an ugly prifon as any 
about London, (but my dark body of fin hath well de- 
ferved. trie . fame, and the Lord hath now brought me 
into outward darknefs, that I might the more be enlight- 
ened by him, as he is moft prefent with his children in 
the midft of darknefs) where 1 cannot be fuffered to 
have any candle-light, neither ink nor paper, but by 
ftealth. Wherefore 1 cannot write to you as I would, 
neither as my duty is. As Chrift, my mafter, was fent 
from Annas to Caiaphas, fo am I ferit from Winchefter 
diocefe to London, I truft to make a fpecdy end of my 
courfe; God give me grace and patience to be a faith- 
ful follower of my mafter. I have been already a week 
in this cpal-hpufe, and have of late been four times 
called to mine anfwer, but hitherto not called to judg- 
ment, which T do daily look for; but I fear they will 
prolong me, and try me by ftrait imprifonment a while, 
in which God's will be done. 

Pray (dear lady) that my faith faint npt, which I 
praife Gpd is now more lively with me than it hath 
been in times paft, I tafte and feel the faithfulncfs of 
God in his promife, who hath promifed to be with his 
in their trouble, and to deliver them. I thank the Lord 
I am npt alone, but have fix other faithful companions; 
who in our darknefs do faithfully fing hymns and praifes 
unip God for his great goodnefs. We are fo joyful, 
that I wifh you part of my joy; but rather be glad and 
thankful unto God with me, that it hath pleafed him to 
make me, moft wretched finner, wprthy tp fuffer any 
thing for his fake. Hitherto we have npt refilled unto 
blood. God make us never to count our blood more 
precious in our eyes than his truth. 

Ah, my dear lifter, I thank ypu again for the laft let- 
ter you lent me ; it is a lingular comfort unto me, asoft 
as 1 read the fame. I have it in my bofom, and will 
carry the fame even to the ftake with me, in witnefs that 
Chrift hath fo conftant and faithful a lady in England- 
God fuccour and keep that fpirit in you ; for it is the 
very fpirit of adoption of the child of God. Such 
cheerful and holy fpirits under the crofs are acceptable 
facrifices in the fight of God; for Chrift came to call 
fire into the earth, and Iooketh that it fhould be kindled. 
Be you fervent in fpirit in our Chrift's caufe, as ypu have 
begun, for that is the principal fpirit wherewithal David 
defired to be confirmed. O, how do I rejoice, your 
ladyfhip to go arm in arm with me unto Chrift, or rather 
before me! 1 cannot but joy pf fuch a wprfhipful fel- 
low. Methinks I fee you mourn, and defire to be 
loofed out of the earthly and frail habitation of this body- 
O how amiable and pleafant is it tp dwell in God's ta- 
bernacle 1 Our Chrift and his heavenly cpmpany look 
fpr us; letushafte and run thereto, fpr behold the Lord 
is ready to embrace us. Mine own bowels in the Lord, 
be merry in the Lord with your afflicted brother, who 
daily offercth your merciful alms, which moft unwor- 
thily I do receive flillof you, unto the Lord. But now 
(dear mother) you need not burden ypurfelf fp much 
(as my laft letters did fignify) fpr that my chargeable 
imprifonment is cut off, and a little now ferveth me; 
wherefore I pray ypu fend no more until 1 fend to you, 
for I have fufficient, and do abound. God's peace be 
with you for ever. Out of my lord of London's coal- 
houfe, the laft of Odtpber. 

Your own, John pHitPOT, 

■* LET- 
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LETTER XIL 
Prom Mr. PHILPOT to the faid Lady, wherein he partly 
complains of the Diffimulation and Perjury of Englifh- 
men falling again to the Pope, and partly exprcjfes 
his Joy in his Afflictions. 

I Cannot but joy with you (my heartily beloved in 
Chrift) of the fall of Sennacherib : fince it is to the 
glory of God, and to the confolation of his church, to 
fee the fall of theircnemies before their face, according 
as it is written, " The juft fhall rejoice, when he feeth 
the vengeance of the wicked." God make this joy per- 
fect ; for as concerning myfelf I count not to lee thofe 
good days whereof you have a glimmering in this life. 
For although the cockatrice be dead, yet his peftilenc 
chickens, with the whore of Babylon, ftill live. But 
a great hope there is of their Short confufion, becaufe 
God doth not profper their doings according to their 
expedition. Moft happy fhall he be, whom the Lord 
(hall fooneft take out of this life, that he may not 
fee the plagues which the manifeft perjury, a»id the 
manifold idolatry and detcftable diffimulation, and that 
of fuch as do know the truth, do threaten to come.' 

The Lord is juft, and all unrighteoufnefs difpleafeth 
him, and either here or elfe in another world he will 
punifh this grofs infidelity of the world : but his elect, 
and fuch as he loveth, will he .punifh here, that they 
fhould not be condemned hereafter with the world eter- 
nally : we have nothing fo much to rejoice in, as in the 
crofs of Jefus Chrift, and in that we are partakers of his 
afflictions, which are the earneft-penhy of that eternal 
kingdom which he upon the crofs torus hath purchafed. 
For as Paul, his faithful witnefs, faith, " If we fuffer with 
him, we fhall reign with him. If we die with him, we 
fhall live with him." 

Wherefore (mine own dear bowels) praife God with 
me moft intirely, that it hath pleafed him now merci- 
fully to vifit the fins of my youth, and my huge unthank- 
fulnefs, and by the fame doth give me much confolation, 
that he aflureth me of his great goodnefs and mercy, 
and turneth his fatherly chaflifement into my crown of 
glory. O good God, what am I on whom he fhould 
Shew this great mercy ? To him that is immortal, invi- 
fible, and only wife, be all honour, praife and glory 
therefore, Amen. 

This is the day which the Lord hath made, let us re- 
joice and be glad in the fame. This is the way, though 
it be narrow, which is lull of the peace of God, and 
leaderh to eternal blifs. O how my heart leapeth for 
joy, that I am fo near the apprehenfion thereof ! God 
forgive me mine unthankfulnefs and-unworthinefs of fo 
great glory. The fword which pierced Mary's,heart in 
the paffion of our Saviour, which daily alfo goes through 
your faithful heart, be more glorious and to be defired 
than the golden fceptres of this wbrld. O bleffed be 
they that mourn in this world to God-ward, for they 
fhall eternally be comforted: God make my Stony heart 
to mourn more than it doth. I have fo much joy of the 
reward that is prepared for thee, moft wretched finner, 
that though I be in a place of darknefs and mourning, 
yet I cannot lament ; but both night and day I am fo joy- 
ful, as though I were under no crofs at all,: yea, in all 
the days of my life 1 was never fo merry, the name of 
the Lord be praifed therefore for ever and ever, and may 
he pardon mine unthankfulnefs. Our enemies do fret, 
fume, and gnafh tlieir teeth, to, fee and hear that we, * 
under this grievous affliction in the world, can be fo 
merry. We are by them counted as defperate perfons, 
for the certain hope and feeling which we. have of our 
everlafting falvatiph : and it is no marvel, for the world- 
ly men cannot perceive the things of God, they being 
rncrefooIifTinefs and abomination to them. 

Be thankful unto our God, (mine own dear helper) 
for his wondrous working in his chofen people. Pray 
inftantly that this joy be never taken from us, for it paf- 
feth all the delights of this world. This is the peace of 
God which furmounteth all underftar.ding: this peace, 
the more his chofen be afflicted, the more they feel, and 
therefore cannot faint, neither for fire, nor for water. 
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Let us pray for our weak brethren arid filters', fake, that 
it may pleafe God to alleviate the grievous and intolera- 
ble burden of thefe cruel days. But touching ouffelves, 
let us hearrily befeech our Saviour to vouchfafe to give us 
this glorious gift to fuffer for his gofpel's fake, and that 
we may think the fhame of the world to be 'our glory, as 
it is indeed. God increafe our faith, and open our eyes 
to behold what is prepared for us. I lack nothing, 
praife be to God. I trult my marriage-garment is rea- 
dy. I will fend you my examinations as foon as I can 
get them written, if you bedefirous of them. 

God of his mercy fill your merciful heart with all joy 
and confolation of the hope to come. Out of the coal- 
hoiife, the 19th of November. 

John Philpot; 

LETTER XIII. 

From Mr. PHILPOT to a Friend of bis, Prifoner the 
fame time in Newgate, -wherein is debated and difcuffed 
the Matter or Qucftion of the Baptizing of Infants. 

THE God of all light and understanding enlighten 
your heart with all true knowledge of>his word, 
and make you perfect to the day of our Lord Jefus Chrirt, 
whereunto you are now called, through the mighty ope- 
ration of his Holy Spirit, Amen, 

I received yefternight from you (dear brother, faint 
and fellow-priforier for the truth of Chrift's gofpel) a 
letter, wherein you gently require my judgment concern- 
ing the baptifm of infants, which is the effect thereof. 
And before I do fhew you what 1 have learned out of 
God's word, and of his true and infallible Church touch- 
ing the fame, I think it not out of the matter firft to 
declare what vifion I had the fame night: while mufing 
on your letter I fell faft aflecp, knowing that God doth 
not without caufe reveal to his people, who have their 
minds fixed on him, fpecial and fpiritual revelation to 
their comfort, as a tafte of their joy and kingdom to 
come, which flefh and blood cannot comprehend. 

Being in themidft of my Iweet reft, it feemedas if I 
faw a grca^beaiitiful" city', of the colour of azure and 
white, four-fquare, in a beautiful composition in the 
midft of the Iky, the fight whereof fo inwardly com- 
forted me, that I am not able to exprefs the confolation 
I had thereof, yea the remembrance thereof caufeth as 
yet my heart to leap for joy : and as charity is no churl, 
but would wifh others to be partakers of his delight, fo 
methought 1 called to others (I cannot tell whom), and 
while they came and we together beheld the fame, by 
and by, to my great grief, it faded away. 

This dream I think not to have come of the illufion 
of the fenfes, becaufe it brought with-it fo much fpi- 
ritual joy, and I take it to be of the working of God's 
Spirit for thecontentationof your requeft, as he wrought 
in Peter to fatisfy Cornelius. Therefore 1 interpret this 
beautiful city to be the glorious church of Chrift; and 
the appearance of it in the fky, fignifieth the heavenly 
ftate thereof, whofe conversation is in heaven ; and that 
according to the primitive church which is now in hea- 
ven, men ought to meafure and judge the church of 
Chrift now on earth: for as the prophet David faith, 
" The foundations thereof be in the holy hills, and glo- 
rious things be fpoken of the city of God." And the 
marvellous quadrature of the/ame, 1 take to Signify the 
univerfal agreement of the fame, and that all the church 
here militant ought to confent to the primitive church 
througflout the four parts of the world ; as the prophet 
affirmeth, faying, "God maketh us to dwell after one 
manner in one houfc." And that I conceived fo won- 
derful joy at the contemplation thereof, I underftand the 
unfpcakable joy which they have that beat unity with 
Chrift's primitive church : for there is joy in the Holy 
Ghoft, and peace, which paffbth all understanding; as 
it is written in the Pfahns, as of joyful perfons is the 
dwelling of all them that be in thee. And that I called 
others to the fruition of this vifion, and to behold this 
wonderful city, I conftrue it by the will of God this 
vifion to have come upon me mufing on your letter, to 
the- end that under this figure I might have occafion to 
5 N move 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q« Mary. A. t>.i sss 



move you with many others, to behold the primitive 
church in all your opinions concerning faith, and to 
conform yourfelf in all points to the fame, which is the 
pillar and eftablifhment of the truth, and teacheth the 
true ufe of the facraments, and having with a greater 
fulnefs than we have now, the firft fruits of the Holy 
Ghoft, did declare the true interpretation of the fcrip- 
tures, according to all verity, even as our Saviour pro- 
mifed to fend them another Comforter,, which mould 
teach them all truth. 

And fince all truth was taught and revealed to the 
primitive church, which is our mother, let us all, that 
be obedient children of God, fubmit ourfelves to the 
judgment of the church, for the better underftanding 
of the articles of our faith, and of ihe doubtful fentences 
of the feripture. Let us not go about to (hew in us 
(by following any private man's interpretation upon the 
word) another fpirit than they of the primitive church 
had, left we deceive ourfelves. For there is but one faith 
and' one Spirit, which is not contrary to himfelf, neither 
otberwife now teacheth us than he did them. There- 
fore let us believe as they have taught us of the fcriptures, 
and be at peace with them, according as the true catho- 
lic church is at this day : and the God of peace will 
afluredly be with us, and deliver us out of all our 
'. worldly troubles and miferies, and make us partakers 
of their joy .and blifs, through our obedience to faith 
with them. . 

Therefore God commandeth us in Job, to alk of the 
elder generation, and to fearch diligently the memory of 
the fathers. For we are but ycfterday's children, and 
are ignorant, and our days are like a fhadow, and they 
' lhall teach thee, faith the Lord, and fpeak to thee, and 
fhall utter words from their hearts. And by Solomon 
we are commanded, not to rejedt the dire&ion of our 
mother. "The Lord grant you to diredl your fteps in 
all things after her, and to abhor contention with her. 
For as St. Paulwritcth, "If any man.be contentious, 
neither we, neither the church of God hath any fuch 
cuftom." 

■ Hitherto I haye (hewed you (good brother) my judg- 
ment generally of that you ftand in doubt and diffent 
from others, to which I wifli you as mine own heart to 
be conformable, and then doubtlefs you cannot err, 
but boldly may be glad in your troubles, and triumph 
at the hour'of your death, that you {hall die in the 
church of God a faithful martyr, and receive the crow n 
of eternal glory. And thus much have I written upon 
the occafion of a vifion before God unfeigned. But 
that you may not think that I go about to fatisfy you 
' with uncertain vifions only, and not after God's word, 
I will take the ground of your letter, and cfpecially an- 
fwer to the fame by fcriptures, and by infallible reafons 
deduced out of the, fame, will prove the baptifm of 
infants to be lawful, commendable, and neceffary, where- 
of you fecm to ftand in doubt. 

Indeed if you look upon the papiftical fynagogue 
only, which had corrupted God's word by falfe inter- 
pretations, and hath perverted the true ufe of Chrift s 
facraments, you might feem to have good handfaft of 
your opinion againft the baptifm of infants. But foraf- 
muchas it is of more antiquity, and hath it's beginning 
from God's word, and from the ufe of the primitive 
church, it muft not in refpedt of the abufe in the popifh 
church be negledtcd, or thought not expedient to be ufed 
in Chrift's church. Auxentius, one of the A nan fed, 
with his adherents, was one of the firft that denied the 
baptifm of children, and next after him Pelagius the 
heretic, and fome others that were in St. Bernard's 
time as it doth appear by his writings, and in our days 
the Anabaptifts; an inordinate kind of men ftirred up 
by the devil, to the deftru&ion of the gofpel. But the 
catholic truth delivered unto us by the fcriptures, plain- 
ly determineth, that all fuch are to be baptized, whom 
God acknowledged for his people, and vouchcth them 
worthy of fandtification or rcmiffion of their fins. There- 
fore fince that infants be in the number or fcroll oi 
God's people, and be partakers of the promife by their 
purification in Chrift, it mult needs follow thereby, that 
they ought to be baptized as well as thofe that can por- 



fefs their faith. For we judge the people of God a s 
well by the free and liberal promife of God, as by the 
confeffion of faith.. For to whomfoever God promifcth 
himfelf to be their God, and whom he acknowlcdgcth 
for his, thofe no man without- great impiety may exclude 
from the number of the faithful. But God promifeth 
that he will not only be the God of fuch as do profefs 
him, but alfo of infants, promifing them his grace and 
remiffion of fins, a^ it appearcth by the words of the 
covenant, made unto Abraham. " 1 .will fet my cove- 
nant between thee and me, faith the Lord,' and between 
thy feed after thee in their generations, with an cverlaft- 
ing covenant, to" be thy God, and the God of thy feed 
after thee.'' To which covenant- circumcifion was 
added, to be a fign of fanclification as well in children 
as in meri; and no man may think that this promife is 
abrogated with circumcifion and other ceremonial laws. 
For Chrift came to fulfil the promifes, and not to diffolvc 
them. Therefore in the gofpel he faith of infants, that 
is, of fuch as yet believed not, " Let the little ones 
come unto me and forbid them not, for of fuch is the 
kingdqm of heaven." . Again, " It is not the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that any one of thefc little 
ones do perifli." Alfo, "He that receivcth one of thefe 
little ones receiveth me. Take heed therefore that ye def. 
pife not one of thefe babes, for I .tell you their angels do 
continually fee in heaven my Father's face." And what 
may be faid more plain than this I It is not the will of 
the heavenly Father that the infants, fhould pcrifh; 
whereby we may gather,, that he receiveth them freely 
unto his grace, although as yet they cohfefs not their 
faith. Since then that the word of the promifes, which 
is contained in baptifm, pertainetli as well to children 
as to men, why fhould the fign of the promife, which 
is baptifm in water, be withdrawn from children, when 
Chrift himfelf commandeth them to be received of 
us, and promifeth the reward of a prophet to thofe 
that receive fuch a little infant, as he for an example 
did put before his difciples? 

Now will I prove with manifeft arguments that chil- 
dren ought to be baptized, and that the apoftlcs of 
Ch'rift did baptize children. The Lord commanded 
his apoftles to baptize all nations; therefore alfo chil- 
dren ought to be baptized, for they are comprehended 
under this word. All nations. ( 

Further, whom God doth account among the faithful, 
they are faithful, for it was faid to Peter, " That thing 
which God hath purified, thou fhall not fay to be com- 
mon or unclean." But God doth repute children 
among the faithful : therefore, they are faithful, except 
we had rather to refift God, and feem . ftronger and 
wifer than he. ' 

And without all doubt the apoftles baptized thole 
which Chrift commanded : but he commanded the faith- 
ful to be baptized, among which infants are reckoned: 
the apoftles then baptized infants. 

The gofpel is more than baptifm, for Paul faid, 
" The Lord fent me to preach the gofpel, and not to 
baptize:" not that he denied abfolutely that he was fent 
to baptize, but that he preferred doiftrine before baptifm, 
for the Lord commanded both to the apoftlcs : but 
children be received by the doclirine of the- gofpel of 
God, and not refufed : therefore .what perfon being of 
reafon may deny them baptifm, which is a thing lefs 
than the gofpel ? For in the facraments be two things to 
be confidered, the thing fignified, and the fign, and 
the "thing fignified is greater than the fign ; and from 
the thing fignified in baptifm, children are not excluded ; 
who therefore may deny them the fign, which is bap- 

St. Peter could not deny them to be baptized m 
water, to whom he faw the Holy Ghoft given, which 
is the certain fign of God's people: for he faith in^thc 
Acls, " May any body forbid them to be baptized m 
water who have received the Holy Ghoft as well as we. 
Therefore St. Peter denied not baptifm to infants, for 
he knew certainly both by the doftrine of Chrift, and 
by the covenant which is everlafting, that the kingdom 
of heaven pertaineth to infants. 

None are received into the kingdom of heaven out 
fuch 
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fuch as God lovcth, and which are.indued with the Spi- 
rit : for whofo hath no : the Spirit of God, he is none 
of his. But infants are beloved of God, and therefore 
want "not the Spirit of God : wherefore if they have the 
Spirit of God as well as men, if they be numbered among 
the people of God as' well as we that be of age, who (I 
pra y you) may we'll ivir,hftand children to be baptized 
with water, in the name of the Lord ? 

The apoftles in times part, being yet not fufficiently 
jnftructed, did murmur againft thofe which brought 
their children unto the Lord, but the Lord rebuked 
them, and faid, " Let the babes come unto me." Why 
then do not thefe rebellious Anabaptifts obey the com- 
mandment of the Lord ? For what do they now-a-days 
elfe that bring their children to baptifm, than that they 
did in times paft which brought their children unto the 
Lord, and our Lord received them, and putting his 
hands on them, bleffed them, and both by words and by 
gentle behaviour towards them, declared manifeflly that 
children be the people of God, and intirely beloved by 
him. But fome will fay, Why then did not Chrift bap- 
tize them ? Becaufe it is written, Jefus himfalf baptized 
not, but his difciples. 

Moreover, circumcifion in the old law was adminif- 
tered to infants : therefore baptifm ought to be admi- 
niftered in the new law unto children. For baptifm is 
come in the ftead of circumcifion, as St. Paul witneflethi 
faying to the Coloffians, " By Chrift ye arc circum- 
cifed with a circumcifion wnich is without hands, when 
ye put off the body of fin of the fleih, by the circum- 
cifion of Chrift, being buried together with him through 
baptifm." Behold, Paul calleth baptifm the circum- 
cifion of a chriftian man, which is done without hands, 
but that with hands no man any longer ought to be cir- 
cumcifed, 'although the myftery of circumcifion do ftill 
remain in faithful people. 

To this 1 may add, that the fervants of God were 
always ready to adminifter the facraments to them for 
whom they were inftituted. As for an example, we 
may behold Jolhua, who moft diligently procured the 
people of Ifrael to be circumcifed before they entered 
into the land of promife ; but fince the apoftles were the 
preachers of the word, and the very faithful fervants of 
Jefus Chrift, who may hereafter doubt that they baptized 
infants, fince baptifm is in the place of circumcifion. 

Item, The apoftles did attemperate all their doings to 
the ftiadows and figures of the old Teftament : therefore 
it is certain that they did attemperate baptifm accord- 
ingly to circumcifion, and baptized children becaufe 
they were under the figure of baptifm; for the people 
of Ifrael paffed through the Red ^-ea, and the bottom of 
the water of Jordan, with their children. And although 
the children be not always exprefledi, neither the women 
in the holy fcriptures, yet they are comprehended and 
underftood in the fame. 

Alfo the fcripture evidently telleth us, that theapoftles 
baptized whole families or houfholds ; but the children 
are comprehended in a family or houfhold, as the chief- 
eft and deareft part thereof ; therefore we may conclude, 
theapoftles did baptize infants or children, and not only 
men of lawful age. And that the houfe or houfhold is 
taken for man,' woman, and child, it is manifeft in the 
17th of Genefis ; and alfo in that Jofeph doth call Jacob 
with all his houfe, to come out of the land of Canaan 
into Egypt. 

Finally, I can declare out of ancient writers, that the 
baptifm of infants hath continued from the apoftles' time 
unto ours, neither was it inftituted by any councils, 
neither of the pope, nor of other men, but commanded 
from the fcripture by the apoftles themfelves. Origen, 
upon the declaration of St. Paul's epiftle to the Romans, 
expounding the 6th chapter faith, " That the church of 
Chrift received the baptifm of infants from the very 
apoftles." St. Jerom maketh mention of the baptifm 
pf infants in the third book againft the Pelagians, and 
in his epiftle to L.eta. St. Auguftine reciteth, for this 
purpofe, a place our of John, bifhop of Conftantinople, 
in his firft book againft Julian, chap 2. and he again 
'writing to St. Jerom, epilt. 28. faith, " That St. Cy- 
prian, not making any new decree, but firmly obferving 



the faith of the church, judged with his fellow bifhops* 
that as foon as one was borh; he might be lawfully bap- 
tized." The place bf Cyprian is to be feeh in his epiftle 
to Fidus; 

Alfo St. Auguftine, ill writing againft the Donatifts, 
the fourth book, chap. 23 and 24, faith, That the 
baptifm of infants was hot derived from the authority of 
man, neither of councils, but from the tradition or doc- - 
trine of the apoftleSi 

Cyril, upon LevitictiSj chap. 8, approveth the bap- 
tifm of children arid condemrieth the iteration of bap- 
tifm. • Thefe authorities of meh 1 do alledge, not to tic 
the baptifm of children unto the teftimonies of menj 
but to fhew how men's teftimonies do agree with God's 
word, and that the verity of antiquity is on our fide, and 
that the Anabaptifts have nbthing but lies for them, and 
new imaginations, which feign the baptifm of children 
to be the pope's commandment. 

After this will I anfwer to thefurft of your arguments 
for the contrary. The firft, which ihcludeth all the 
reft, is, " Go ye into all the world, and preach the glad , 
tidings to all creatures. He that believcth and is bap- 
tized, fhall be faved : but he that believcth not, fhall be 
damned," &c. . , 

To this I anfwer, That nothing is added to God's 
word by baptifm of children, as you pretend, but 
that is done which the fame word doth require, for 
that children are accounted of Chrift in the gofpel 
among the number of fuch as believe, as it ap- 
peareth by thefe words, " He that offendeth one of 
thefe little babes which believe in me, it were bet-; 
ter for him to have a mill-ftone tied about his neck, 
and to be caft into the bottom of the fea." Where 
plainly Chrift calleth fuch as be not able to confefs their 
faith, Believers, becaufe of his mere grace he reputeth 
them for believers. And this is no wonder fo to be 
taken, fince God imputeth faith for righteoufnefs unto 
men that be of riper age : for both in men and children, 
righteoufnefs, acceptation, fanctification, is of mere 
grace, and by imputation, that the glory of God's grace 
might be praifed. 

And that children of faithful parents are fanftified, 
and that among fuch as do believe, is apparent in the 
feventh chapter of the firft epiftle to the Corinthians. 
And whereas you do gather by the order of the words in 
the faid commandment of Chrift, that children ought 
to be taught before they be baptized, and to this end 
you alledge many places out of the Acts, proving that 
fuch as confefled their faith firft, were baptized : I an- 
fwer, that if the order of words might weigh any thing 
in this caufe, we have the fcripture that maketh as well 
for us. For in St. Mark we read that John did baptize 
in the defert, preaching the baptifm of repentance. In 
which place we fee baptizing go before, and preaching 
to follow after. 

And alfo I will declare this place of Matthew, exact- 
ly confidercd, to make for the ufe of baptifm in chil- 
dren; for St. Matthew hath it written in this wife, "All 
power is given me (faith the Lord) in heaven and in 
earth," therefore going forth matheteusate, that is, 
Difciple ye, (as 1 may exprefs the fignification of the 
word) or, Make or gather to me difciples of all nations. 
And following, he declareth the way how they ftiould 
gather to him difciples out of all nations, " Baptizing 
them and teaching;" by baptizing and teaching ye fhall 
procure a church to me. And both thefe aptly and 
briefly feverally he fetteth forth, faying, " Baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft, teaching them to obferve all things 
whatfoever 1 have commanded you." Now then, bap- 
tifm goeth before doctrine. , 

But hereby I do not gather, that the Gentiles who 
never heard anything before of God, and of the Son of 
God, and of the Holy Ghoft, ought to be baptized, 
neither would they permit themfelves to be baptized 
before they knew to what end. But this I have declared 
to fhew you upon how feeble foundation the Anabaptifts 
be grounded. And plainly it is not true, which they 
imagine of this text, that the Lord did only command 
fuch to be baptized whom the apoftles had firft of all • 
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taught. Neither here verily is lignified who only arc to 
be baptized, but he fpeaketh of fuch as be at perfect 
age, and of the firft foundations of faith, and of the 
church to be planted among the Gentiles, which were as 
yet rude and ignorant of religion. 

Such as be of age may hear, believe, and confefs that 
which is preached and taught, but infants cannot : 
therefore we may juftly collect, that he fpeaketh nothing 
here of infants or children. But for all this they ought 
not to be excluded from baptifm. 

It is a general rule, " He that doth not labour muft 
not eat." But who is fo barbarous as to think hereby, 
that children fhould be famifhed ? 

The Lord fent his apoftles, at the beginning of his 
fetting up his true religion, unto all nations, unto fuch 
as were both ignorant of God, and were out of the cove- 
nant of God ; and truly fuch perfons it behoved not firft 
to be baptized, and a itenvard taught ; but firft to be 
taught, and after baptized. If ac this day we ftiould 
go to the Turks to convert them to the faith of Chrifl, 
verily firft we ought to teach them, and afterwards bap- 
tize fuch as would yield to be the fervants of Chrift. 
Likewife the Lord himfelf in time paft did, when firft 
he renewed the covenant with Abraham, and ordained 
circumcifion to be a feal of the covenant after that 
Abraham was circumcifed. But he, when he perceived 
the infams alfo to pertain to the covenant, and that 
circumcifion was . the fealing up of- the covenant, did 
not only circumcifc lfhmael his fon, that was 13 years 
of age, but all other infants that were born in his houfe, 
among whom we reckon Jfaac. 

Even fo, faithful people who were converted from 
heathen idolatry by the preaching of the gofpel, and 
confefling the faith, were baptized ; when they under- 
flood their children to be counted among the people of 
God, and that baptifm was the token of the children of 
God, they procured alfo their children to be baptized. 
Therefore, it is written, "Abraham circumcifed all 
the male children in his houfe.'' In like manner we 
read in the Acts and writings of the apoftles, that after 
the mafter of the houfe was turned to the faith, all the 
■whole houfe was baptized. And as concerning thofe 
■which of old time were compelled to confefs their faith 
before they received baptifm, which were called Cate- 
chumeni, they were fuch as with our fore-fathers came 
from the Gentiles into the church, who being yet rude 
of faith, they did inftrucl in the principles of their 
belief, and afterward they did baptize them ; but the 
fame ancient fathers notwithftanding did baptize 
the children of faithful men, as 1 have already partly 
declared. 

And becaufe you do require a hafty anfwer of your 
letter of one that is but a dull writer, I am here enforced 
to ccafe particularly to go through your letter in anfwer- 
ing thereto, knowing that I have fully anfwered every 
part thereof, in that I have already written, although 
not in fuch order as it had been meet, and as I purpofed. 
But forafmuch as 1 undcrftand that you will be no con- 
tentious man, neither in this matter, nor in any other 
contrary to the judgment of Chrift's primitive church, 
which is the body and fulnefs of Chrift, I defire you in 
the fulnefs of him, or rather Chrift defireth ypu by me 
(that your joy may be perfect, whereto you are now 
called) to fubmit your judgment to that church, and to 
be at peace and unity in the fame ; that the coat of Chrift, 
■which ought to be without feam, but now, alas, mod 
miferably torn in pieces by many dangerous feels and 
damnable opinions, may appear to you in no part to 
have been rent, neither that any giddy head in thefe 
dog-days, might take an example by you to diffent from 
Chrift's true church : I befeeoh thee, dear brother in 
the gofpel, follow the fteps of the faith of the glorious 
in the primitive church, and of fuch as at this day fol- 
low the fame ; decline from them neither to the right 
hand nor to the left. Then fhall death, be it ever fo 
bitter, be more fwect than this life : then fhall Chrift 
with all the heavenly Jerufalem triumphantly embrace 
your fpirit with unfpeakable gladnefs and . exultation, 
who in this earth was content to join your fpirit with 
their fpirits, according as it is commanded by the word, | 



that the fpirit of the prophets fhould be fubjccT: to the 
prophets. One thing afk with David ere you depart 
and require the fame, that you may dwell with a full 
accord in his houfe, for there is glory and worfhip: ^nd 
fo with Simeon in the temple embracing Chrift, depart 
in peace : to which peace Chrift bring both you and me 
and all our loving brethren that love God in the unity of 
faith, by fuch ways as fhall pleafe him, to his glorv 
Let the bitter paffion of Chrift, which he fuffered for 
your fake, and the horrible torments which the godly 
martyrs of Chrift have endured before us, and alfo the 
ineftimable reward of your life to come, which is hid- 
den yet a little while from you with Chrift, ftrengthen, 
comfort, and encourage you 10 the end of that glorious 
race which you are in, Amen. 

Your yoke-fellow in captivity for the verity 
of Chrift's gofpel, to live and die with you 
in the unity of faith. 

John Philpot. 

Other letters were written by Mr. Philpot to divers 
perfons, but thefe, as moft principal, I have inferted 
Amongft which 1 thought here not much impertinent to 
the place, to adjoin another certain letter of a godly 
and zealous gofpeller (whofe name in her writing doth J 
not appear), who in defending and commending the 
quarrel eff Mr. John Philpot, the famous and worthy 
martyr of Chrift, was therefore troubled and brought 
before bifhop Bonner. And therefore being appointed 
by the faid bifhop to appear upon a certain day to an- 
fwer for herfelf : indeed kepc not her day with the 
bifhop, but inftead of her appearance, fent him this 
letter here following : 

" Woe be unto the idolatrous fhepherds of England, 
that feed themfelvcs. Shpuld nor the fhepherds' feed 
the flock ? but ye have eaten the fat, ye have cloathed 
you with the wool ; the beft fed have ye flaiti, but the 
flock have ye not nourifhed, the weak have ye not 
holden up, the fick have ye not healed, the broken 
have ye not bound together, the outcafts have ye 
not brought again, the loft have ye not fought, 
but churlifhly and cruelly have ye ufed them," 
Ezekiel xxxiv. 

FORASMUCH (my lord) as my bufinefs is fuch 
that I cannot come to your lordfhip, according to 
my promife, 1 have been fo bold to write thefe feiv 
words unto you, partly to excufc mine abfence, and 
partly to anfwer your Iordfhip's damands at my laft molt 
happy departure from you. As toughing the breach of 
my promife with you in not coming again at the hour 
appointed, your lordfhip fhall undcrftand that I take the 
counfel of the angel, which warned the wife men not to 
come again to Herod according to their promife, but to 
return home again another way. Now, my lord, I per- 
ceive your lordfhip to be a more cruel tyrant than ever 
was Herod, and more defirous to deftroy Chrift in his 
poor members than ever he was, who to deftroy Chrift 
killed his own fon, I thought good to take the angel's 
counfel, and to come no more to you ; for I fee that you 
are fct all in a rage like a ravening wblfagainfl the poor 
lambs of Chrift, appointed to the (laughter for the tefti- 
mony of the truth. Indeed you are called the common 
cut- throat, and general flaughter-flave to all the bifhops 
in England ; and therefore it is wifdom for me and all 
other iimple fheep of the Lord, to keep us out of your 
butcher's ftall as long as we can : efpecially feeing that 
you have fuch ftore already, that you are' not able to 
drink all their blood, left you fhould break your belly; 
and therefore let them lie ftill and die with hunger. 
Therefore (my lord) 1 thought it good to tarry awhile 
until your Iordfhip's ftomach were come to you a little 
better j for I do perceive by your great fat cheeks, that 
you lack no lamb's flefh yet, and belike you are almoft 
glutted with flipping fo much blood, and therefore you j 
will let fome of the leaneft die in prifon, which will 
then be meat good enough for your barking beagle 
Harpsficld and his fellows : but yet, my lord, it were a 
great deal more for your Iordfhip's honour, if y our 
chaplain 
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ch iplains might have the meat roafted in Smithfield at 
the fire of the flake, yea, and when it is fomething fat, 
am i fair liking ; for now they have nothing but fkin 
and bones, and if the dogs come haftily to it, they may 
chance fnortly to be choaked, and then your bunting 
will be greatly hindered, if it be not altogether marred. 
I hear fay, my lord, that fome of the butcherly curs 
came of i.uc to my houfe to fcek their prey, and that 
they go round about the city ( as David faith) grinning 
and grudging that they have not meat enough : therefore 
belike they have killed my poor brethren and filters, that 
have lain fo long upon the butcherly flail, and eaten 
them up : for 1 hear fay their friends could not be fuf- 
fe'red to fee them thefe three days and more; therefore I 
perceive now that if 1 had come again according to my 
promife, your lordfliip, like a ravening wolf, or elfe fome 
of your hell-hounds, would quickly have worried me: 
but I fee well my appointed time is not yet come, there- 
fore I will yet live and thank God for my deliverance 
with continual fongs of laud and praife. Thus have 1 
been bold to trouble your lordfliip with telling you the 
truth, and the very caufe that ■ came not to you again 
according to my unpurpofed promife. I truft your 
lordfliip "ill take this in good part, and accept it as 
a lawful excufc, and not doubting but your lord- 
fliip would have done the like it' you had been in my 

Now concerning the fecond part that caufed me to 
write unto your lordfliip, which is to anfwer unto your 
fubtle or rather cruel demand of my judgment ot the 
death of that blefled martyr of Chnft jefus, good Mr. 
Philpot, I will anfwer your lordfliip (imply and plainly, 
what peril foever fliall come thereof. Trul) , my lord, 
Ido not only think, but I am alfo moft certain and 
fure, that he was a very man of God, died a true martyr, 
andconftantconfefforof his dear Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, to whom he did moft faithfully commit his dear 
foul, who will furcly keep the fame with him in joy for 
evermore. Alfo, rny lord, I do verily believe and 
know, that your lordfhip hath committed a moft cruel- 
murder in the unjuft condemning and killing of trim, 
and that you fhall make as heavy an account for his 
blood, which fnortly fliall be required at lour hand, as 
ever your great grandfather, cruel Cain, did or fliall do 
for his innocent brother Abel. Moreover, bec.iufc 1 am 
credibly informed, that your lordfliip doth believe, and 
have in fecret faid, that there is no hell, I certify you, 
that your lordfhip never did any thing in all your life 
that did fo much redound to your lordfhip's difhonour, 
and perpetual fhamcand infamy, as your killing the body 
of this blefled prophet doth ; efpecially feeing that he was 
none of your riioccfe; nor h,id offended any of your lord- 
fhip's devilifli and cruel laws. Verily I hear almoft every 
body fay in all places where I conic, that, your lordlhip 
is made" the common flaughtcr-llavc to all your fellows, 
bite-flieep bifhops I would fay ; yea, the very papifts 
themfelves begin now to abhor your blood-thii ftinefs, 
and fpeak ihame of your tyranny and cruelty. Be- 
lieve me, niy Iord,.every child that can any whit fpeak, 
can call upon your name and fay, Bloody Bonner is bi- 
fhop of London ; and every man hath it as perfcety up- 
on his finger ends as his Pater-nofter, how many have 
you for your part burned with fire, and tamiflied in pri- 
fon; they fay the svhole fum amounteth to'forty pcrfons 
within this three quarters of a year. Therefore, my 
lord, though your lordfhip believeth that there is nei- 
ther heaven nor hell, nor God nor devil , yet if your 
lordfliip loves your own honcfty, which was loft long 
ago, you were belt to ccafe from this cruel burning of 
true chriftian nlen, and alfo from murdering of fome in 
prifon ; for that indeed offendeth men's minds molt ; 
yea, even your old friends, the r.inkeft papifts that be. 
For, fay they, Felix the hcaihen ruler did not forbid 
Paul's friends to vifit him in prifon, and to bring him 
neceflary relief ; and therefore it is a very great ihame 
and fin, to fee a billiop that bearcth the name of a chrif- 
tian, to be more cruel upon his poor brethren, than an 
Heathen, Turk, or Infidel. 

Thefe are men's fayings in every place, not only of 
this realm, but alfo of the moft part of the world, and 
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the common talk they have of your lordfliip; therefore 
r 1 thought to be fo bold with your lordfliip, as to tell you 
! of it, though perchance you will give me but fmall 
thanks for my labour. Well, as for that, I put it to 
your lordfhip's choice, for I have as much already as I 
look for: finally, my lord, i will give you to under- 
ftand, that the death of this confiant martyr and valiant 
foldier of Jefus Chrilt, hath given a greater fliake to- 
wards the overthrowing of your papiftical kingdom, than 
you fhall ever be able to recover again thefe feven years, 
do the belt you can, and fet as many crafty daubers to 
parch it up with untempered clay as you will j yea, 
though prating Pentleton, that wicked apoftate, apply 
all his wily wits to help them. Verily, my lord, by all 
men's reports, his blefled life could never have done the 
like forrow to Satan's fynagogue, whereof fome fay your 
lordfhip is a mighty member, as his happy death hath 
done. You have broken a pot indeed, but the precious 
word contained therein is. fo notably therewith Hied 
abroad, that the fwect favour thereof hath wonderfully 
well refreflied all the true houfhold or congregation of 
Chrift, that they cannot abide any more the flinking 
favour of your filthy ware that came from the dunghill 
of Rome, though your lordfhip's Judafcs do fet rhem to 
fale every where to fill your bags. 1 put your lordfliip 
out of doubt, that if you do break any more fuch pots, 
you will mar your own market altogether: for : pro- 
mife you, molt men begin to mifitke your, devilifh 
doings, and wonderfully to loathe your popifh pedlary 

Thus have ! (according to your lordfhip's command) 
fliewed you limply what 1 think of that good man's" 
death, « hofc blood crieth for vengeance again ft your 
lordfhip's butcherly bioodv proceedings in the csrs of 
the Lord of Holts, who will fnortly revenge the fame 
upon your pilled pare, and upon the reft of your poll - 
fliorn brethren, the very marked cattle of tne' great 
Antichrift of Rome. The mcafure of his iniquity is • 
filled iid to the brim, therefore God will fhortly pour in 
double unto your deferved deftrutfion. And then your 
new made profelytes will be glad to cower their crowns 
with filth and dirt (faving your lordfhip's reverence I 
fhould have faid firft). Well, I ratr.cr defire their con- 
verfion than confufion, the Lord fend one of them fhort- 
ly, as may be moft to his glory, A men. 

I lignify alfo unto your lordfliip, that the railing 
words w hich your ly ing preacher mewed forth of his 
filthy fountain upon Sunday, againll the dear fervant of 
God, good Mr. Philpot, do grcaily redound to your 
lordfhip's d.lboncfly, and much deface your fpirirual 
honour. Venl) 1 fee that the great wrath of God hath ' 

r I 1 i you, bi it your own 

fliamc, and make all the world to wonder. at you .Was 
it not enough for you to condemn him molt unjullly, 
yea, contrary to your own laws, and to kill his innocent 
body moft tyrannoufly, but. you uuift alfo fet a lying 
limb of the devil to blafpheme, (lander, and belie him, 
now he is dead ? O viperous, generation, feed of the 
ferpent, and right children of the devil: "full well do 
you counterfeit your father's ftcps, whom Chrift' c'a'Heth 
a murderer, and a liar from the beginning 3 which two 
things arc the only weapons of your War, whercwitji 
you maintain all your mifchicf, that is to fay, lying and 
murder ; for thofc whom you cannot overcome with your 
lying pcrfuafions, them you kill mofl cruelly, and then 
blafpheme and belie rhem with railing fentences when 
they are dead. But all this willnoc blind the people of 
God, nor yet make n.em any whit the lefs believe the 
truth, nor abate their love from the true preachers there- 
of, yea, it is a true fign and a token that they arc the 
very difciplcs of Chrift ; for he hath faid, " Blcflld are 
ye when men revile you, and fay all manner ot evil lay- 
ings againft you for my name's fake. Rejoice and l?e 
glad, fur great is your reward in heaven." And doubr- 
lefs great is that good man's reward 111 heaven by this 
time, as your lordfhip's damnation fliall be great in hell, 
except you lepent and ceafe from flicdding innoeei t 
blood. But it is to .be feared your heart is hardened as 
Piinioah's was, feeing that v. ith Judas you have fold and 
5 O betrayed 
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betrayed your matter. Take heed, my lord, left you ; 
come to the fame end, tir a worfe than he did : for ve- 
rily 1 cannot perceive how you (hould efcape it long ; 
therefore fay not but that a woman gave you warning, 
if you like to take it. And as for the obtaining your 
popifli purpofe in fupprefllrig the truth, I put you out 
of doubt, you {hall not obtain it fo long as you go the 
-way to work as you do ; for' verily I believe that you 
have loft the hearts of twenty thoufand that were rank 
papifts within thefc-twelvc months.-' 

It is found very true what one holy dodloi" faith, The 
blood of 'the martyrs is the feed of the gofpel; when 
one is put to death, a thoufand do rife from him. And 
that this is true, you may well perceive by the hearty 
love that the people {hewed unto good Mr. Philpot at 
his going to his death. They went not about to make 
an idol of him, as your adders' brood would have men 
imagine ; but they worftiipped God who gave fuch 
ftrength to his dear child, to die fo conftaritly for the 
reftimony of his truth, to the utter deftruction of that 
dcteftable idolatry which your lordfhip doth moft de- 
vilifhly maintain with the force of fire, faggots, and 
fword ; yea, and rather than fail, to famifti men in pri- 
fon again, as you have done already. It is reported by 
your own tormentors, that the fix prifoners which you 
have in your prifon, are put in fix feveral places all the 
day, and every night brought together, and fet in the 
ftocks. Forfooth, my lord, this doth get you a foul 
name all about the country, and yet all will not help 
your- lo.rdftiip's peftilent purpofe, but every way hinder 
the fame. For Zorobbabel will be found no liar, who 
faid, The truth {hall have victory. You do but ltrive 
againft the (tream, and kick againft the pricks ; the 
Lord doth laugh your doings to fcorn, and will bring all 
your counfels and devices to nought (as knoweth the ' 
Lord God), who of his great mercy ftiortly convert your 
lordftiip, or utterly confound you, and get his name a 
glory over you, Amen. 

Your lordftiip's fuppliant, who prayeth daily 
to God that he may reward you according, 
to your deeds, Anno 1556. 

Then follows an account of feven martyrs who fuf- 
fcred together at London for the true faith of the gofpel, 
on the 27th of January, 1555; whofe names were, Tho- 
mas Whittle, prieft ; Bartlct Green, gentleman ; Tho- 
mas Browne, John Tudfon, and John Went, artificers; 
Ifabel Forfter, a married woman; and Joan Lafhford, 
alias Warne, a fingle woman, whofe parents had fuffer- 
ed martyrdom in the preceding year. To fay nothing of 
their various private examinations in the biftiop's houfe, 
to which their replies wsre no way fatisfactory 5 he cau- 
fed to be prepared nine articles, and to be adminiftered 
to them in his confiftory, which, with their anfwers, 
were in fubftance to this effect. The-firft refpedted a 
catholic church, to which they all agreed, but John Jud- 
fon and Thomas Brown added, that the church of En- 
gland, as then ufed, was no part of that church. The 
fecond of thefeven facraments was denied by all of them, 
who acknowledged but two ; and John Went and Judfon 
farther afferted, that the facrament of the altar, as then 
ufed, was an idol, and no facrament. The third, relative 
to their baptifm in the faith of the catholic church, was 
admitted as done in the faith of Chrift, and the church 
then taught. The fourth had relation to a departure from 
their faith, which they afl'erted they had not ; but John 
Went obtferved his diflikc of the facrament of the altar 
feven years before, and John Judfon and Ifabel Forfter 
to the like effedt. The fifth charged them with fwerv- 
ing from the catholic faith, which they denied, as they 
had only fwerved from the church of Rome. To the 
iixth, on their being reconciled to the unity of the 
church, they were not averfe, but couldnot.be reconci- 
led to the church of Rome. The feventh related to the 
facrament of the altar and the real prefence, which laft 
they denied. The eighth ftated their being delivered 
over to him for contumacy, which they feverally- ex- 
plained ; and the ninth, which related to the truth of 
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the premifes, was admitted, as they had refpedtively an 
fwcred. 

The Hiftofy of the Rev. Thomas-Whittle, Martyr. 

Having ferved a parifti in EfTex, he had been indu. 
ced to fign a recantation of what he had taught in kinJ 
Edward's days. After being expelled from this place* 
he for forrie time preached as an itinerant, until he was 
apprehended by a gaping fycophant with the hope of re. 
ward and promotion ; who firft brought him as a prifo. 
ner to the bifhop of Winchefter, and afterwards to the 
bifhop of London. The latter ufed him very rudely- 
but, after feveral conferences. Committed him to the 
care of Dr. Harpsfield, whilft he retired to Fulharn. 
In thefe intervals he had been found in the coal-houfe by 
Mr. Philpot, of whom an account has been lately given : 
and when Dr. Harpsfield came to him, inftead of enl 
dcavouring by arguments to convince him, a bill of fub- 
miflion was tendered to him, which his afflictions pref- 
fed him to fign. But this had been no fooner done, 
than he felt much forrovv and remorfe for fuch an adt ; 
for as he fays, in his own narrative, his mind and con- 
fidence . told him by God's word, that he had done 
wrong. On which he makes this important reflection : 

Let every man that God ftiall deliver into their hands 
take good heed and cleave faft to Chrift : for they win 
leave no corner of his confeience unfought, but will at- 
tempt all guileful and fubtil means to corrupt him, to fall 
both from God and his truth. But yet let no man defpair 
of God's help, for Peter did fall and rife again. And David : 
faith, " A righteous man, though he fall, he {hall not be 
caft away: for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.". 
For my own part, I have felt my infirmities, and yet I 
found God's prcfent help and comfort in time of need, I 
thank him therefore. 

The night after 1 had fubferibed I was fore grieved, 
and for forrow of confeience could not deep. For in 
the deliverance of my body out of bonds, which I might 
have had, 1 could find no joy nor comfort, but ftill was 
in my confeience tormented more and more, being af- 
fured by God's Spirit and his word, that I through evil 
counfel and advice had done amifs. And both with 
difquietude of mind, and with my other cruel handling, 
I was fickly, lying upon the ground when the keeper 
came; and fo 1 defired him to pray Dr. Harpsfield to 
come to. me, and fo he did. 

And when he came, and the regifter with him, I 
told him that I was not well at eafc, but efpecially I 
told him I was grieved very much in my confeience 
and mind becaufe I had fubferibed. And I faid that 
my confeience had fo accufed me, through the juft 
judgment of God and his word, that 1 had felt hell in 
my confeience, and Satan ready to devour me: and 
therefore I pray you, Mr. Harpsfield, (faid I) let me 
have the bill again, for I will not ftand to it. So he 
gently commanded it to be fetched, and gave it me 
and fuffered me to put out my name, whereof I was 
right glad when I had fo done, although death ftiould 
follow. And hereby I had experience of God's provi- 
dence and mercy towards me, who trieth his people, and 
fuffereth them to fall, but not to be loft : for in the 
midft of this temptation and trouble, he gave "me warn- 
ing of my deed, and alfo delivered me ; his name be 
praifed for evermore, Amen. 

Neither devil nor cruel tyrant can pluck any of 
Chrift's foeep out of his hand. . Of which flock of 
Chrift's ftieep I truft undoubtedly I am one, by means 
of, his death and blood-fhedding, which fliall. at the 
laft day ftand at his right-hand, and receive with others 
his blcfied benediction. And now, being condemned 
to die, my confeience and mind, I praife God, is quiet 
in Chrift, and I by his grace am very willing and con- 
tent to give over this body to the death, for the tefti- 
mony of his truth and pure religion, againft Antichrift 
and all his falfe religion and doctrine. They that re- 
port otherwifc of me, fpeak not truly. And as for 
Fountain, I faw him not ail this while. 

By me Thomas Whittle, Miniftcr. 

Concerning 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK OF MARTYRS. 




£ O. Inst price 



Q.MARY.A.D. 



The Condemnation of Mr. THOMAS WHITTLE. 



Concerning the troubled mind of this good man, and 
rearing his name out of the bill, a report thereof was 
made to the bifhop by Mr. Harpsfield and Robert 
Johnfon, Regifter. 



AT his laft examination before the bifhop upon tlie 
14th day of January, 1556, bifhop Bonner, with 
others fitting in his confiftory in the afternoon, firft 
called forth Thomas Whittle, with whom he began in 
effect as followeth : Becaufe you be a prieft (faid he) as 
I and other bifhops here be, and did receive the order 
of priefthood after the right and form of the catholic 
church, you {hall' not think but I will adminifter juftice 
as well unto you as unto others. And then the faid 
Bonner, in further communication, did charge him, 
that where in times pa ft he faid rnafs according to the 
order then ufed, the fame Whittle now of late had 
fpoken and railed againft the fame, faying, that it was 
idolatry and abomination. Whereunto Thomas Whittle 
anfwering again, faid, That at fuch a time as he fo faid 
mafs, he was then ignorant, &c. adding that the eleva- 
tion of the facrament at the mafs, giveth occafion of 
idolatry to them thai- be ignorant and unlearned. 

After this the bifhop making haflc to the articles 
came to this, That thou wait in times part baptized in 
the faith of the catholic church. 

To this Whittle replied, i was baptized in the faith 
of ' the catholic church, although I did forfake the 
church of Rome. And you, my lord, do call thefe 
herefies which are no herefics, and do charge me there- 
with as herefies, and you ground yourfclf upon that reli- 
gion which is not agreeable to God's word, &c. 

Thomas Whittle was again admonifhed, and with 
pcrfuafions intrcatcd by the bifhop; who becaufe he 
would not agree unto the fame, the bifhop forthwith 
proceeded firtr to hi.- degradation. The order and man- 
ner ol which their popifh and moft vain degradation, 
may be feen before in the hiftorv of bifhop Hooper. 

Then Whittle, in the midft of the ceremonies, when 
hefaw them fo bufy in degrading him, after their father 
the pope's pontifical fatl.ion, faid unto them, Paul 
and Titus had not fo much to do with their pricfts and 
bilhops. And farther, fpeaking to the bifhop, he 
faid unto him, My lord, your religion ftandeth moft 
with the church of Rome, and not with the catholic 
church of Chrift. 

The bifhop after this, according, to his accuftomed 
formal proceedings, tried him yet again with words, 
rather than with fubftantial arguments, to conform him 
to his religion. . Who then refufing fo to do, faid, As 
for your religion, 1 cannot be perfuaded that it is ac- 
cording to God's word. ' 

The bifhop then afked, what fault he found in the 
adminifiration of the facrament of the altar? 

Whitrle anfwered and faid, It is not ufed according 
to Chrift's inftitution, in that it is privately and not 
openly done. And alfo becaufe it is adminiftered but 
in one kind to the lay-people, which is againft Chrift's 
ordinance. Farther, Chrift commanded it not to be 
elevated nor adored: for the adoration and elevation 
cannot be proved by fcripture. 

Well, faid Bonner, my lords here and other learned 
men have fhewed great learning for thy converfion, 
wherefore if thou wilt yet return to the faith and religion 
of the catholic church, I will receive thee thereunto, 
and not commit thee to the fecular power, &c. To 
make fhort, Whittle, ftrengthened with the grace of 
the Lord, flood ftrong and immoveable in what he had 
affirmed. Wherefore the fentence being read, the next 
day following he was committed to the fecular power, 
and fo in a few days after brought to the fire with the 
other fix above-named, fealing up. the teftimony of his 
dodtrine with his blood, which he willingly and cheer- 
fully gave for witnefs of the truth. 

Mr. Whittle wrote fcveral letters during his confine- 
ment. Letter I. is addreffed to Mr. J. Carelefs, pri- 
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foner at rhe fame time,- and Letter JJ. to his friend 
John Went and other priforccrs. 

LETTER III. 

From Mr. WHITTLE to all the true Profeffers and 
Lovers of GOD's Holy Gofpel, within the City of 
London. ^ 

DEARLY beloved, be not troubled in this heat which 
is now come amongft you to try you, as though fome 
ftrange thing had happened unto you, but rejoice inaf- 
much as ye are partakers of Chrift's pafiT.ons, that when 
his glory appeareth, ye may be merry and glad, &c. 
Out of thefe w ords of St. Peter 1 gather more efbeci- 
ally thefe four notes. Firft, that perfecution happenerh 
to Chrift's church for their trial, that is, for the proba- 
tion and proof of their faith. Which faith, like as it 
is known with God in the depth of our hearts, fo will 
behave it made manifeft to the whole world through 
perfecution, that fo it may evidently appear that he hath 
fuch a church and people upon earth, which fo trufieth 
in him and feareth his holy name, that no kind of per- 
fecution, pains, nor death, fhall be able to feparate 
them from the love of him. And thus was Abra- 
ham tried, and Job tempted, that their faith, which 
before lay hid almoft in their hearts, might be made 
known to the whole world to be fo ftedfaft and ftrong, 
that neither the devil, natural love, nor any other enemy 
could be able to bereave them thereof. Whereby alfo 
God was to be magnified, who hath tried his people 
by many tribulations, and alfo ftandeth by them in the 
midft of their troubles, to deliver them by life or death 
as he feeth beft : like as he aflifted Lot and delivered him 
out of his enemy's hands; Jofephoutof the hands of 
his brethren, and out of prifon ; Paul from his enemies in 
Damafcus, and theapoflles out of the flocks and prifon. 

Thefe with many more he delivered to life ; and alfo 
he delivered Abel, Elcazar, Stephen and John Baptift, 
with many others by death, and hath alfo by the trial 
of their faith made them good precedents and ex- 
amples to us and all that ccme after, to fuffer affliction 
in the like caufe : as St. James faith, Take, my bre- 
thren (faith he) the prophets for an example of ' fqf- 
fering adverfity and of long patience, which fpake unto 
you in the name of the Lord : behold, we count them 
happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience 
of Job, and have known what end the Lord made with 
him, for the Lord is very pitiful and merciful. Alfo 
the Lord trieth us, to let us fee our own hearts and 
thoughts, that no hypocrify or ambition deceive us 
and that the ftrong in Chrift may pray that he fall not 
but endure to the end ; and r.Viat thofc that fall throw* 
fearful infirmity, might fpcedily repent and rife ao-alrt 
with Peter, and alfo that the weak ones might bewail 
their weaknefs, and cry with David, Pfal. vi. '« Have 
mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak : O Lord, 
heal me, for all my bones are vexed." Abide the triafc 
(dear friends), that ye may obtain, the crown of life. 
Fight manfully in this the Lord's caufe, that ye may ob- 
tain a glorious victory here, and receive greater reward 
in heaven hereafter. 

As ye arc called chriftians, and would be angry to be 
called Jews or Turks, fo declare your chriftianity by 
following the fteps of Chrift, whofe name ve bear; fuf- 
fer with him and for his gofpels fake, rather than deny 
him or defile your faith and confcicnce with falfc wor- 
fhipping of Romifh religion. 

Take up your crofs ( my hearts) now when it is offered 
you, and go up with Chrift to Jerufalem anrongft the 
bilhops, priefts, and rulers, if God call you thereto 
and they will anon fend you to Calvary: from whence 
(dying in the caufe of the gofpel, wherein our good 
preachers and brethren have given their lives) your 
fouls (1 warrant you) through Chrift Jefus fhall afcend 
to God that gave them, and that body fiiall come after 
at the laft day, and fo fhall ye dwell with the Lord for 
ever in unfpeakable joy and blifs. O blcfled are they 
that fuffer perfecution for righteoufnefs' fake as Chrift 'c 
people in this Jewifh England now doth, for theirs i 



«66 



Thfc NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q. Mary. A. D.i 555 . 



the kingdom of heaven. O my beloved, fet your 
minds on this kingdom, where Chrift our head and 
king is ; confidering that as the brute beaft looketh 
downwards with the face towards the earth ; fo man is 
made contrariwife with his face looking upwards to- 
wards the heavens, becaufe his converfation fhould be 
in heaven and heavenly things, and not upon the earth 
and earthly things, as St. Paul faith, Coloff. iii. Set 
your mind on things that are above, where Chrift is. 
And again he faith, Phil. iii. Our converfation is in 
heaven, from whence we look for our Saviour, who 
will change our vile bodies', and make them like to his 
glorious body. O the glorious eftate that we be called 
unto \ The Lord preferve us harmlefs unto his eternal 
kingdom through Jefus Chrift our Lord, Amen. 

The fecond thing that I note in the aforefaid words 
of Peter, is, that he calleth perfection no ftrange 
thing. And truth it is : for which of the prophets were 
not perfecuted, with Chrift and his apoftles, and fome 
of them in the end cruelly killed for the truth's fake ? 
Cain killed Abel, Ifaac was perfecuted of Ifhmael, Ja- 
cob was hated of Efau, Jofeph was imprifoned and fet 
in the flocks, the prophet Ifaiah was cut in two with a 
faw, Jeremiah was ftorted, Micaiah was btfffettcd and 
fed with bread and water, Elias was fore perfecuted, 
Eleazar, and the woman with her feven fons, were cruelly 
killed. What Chrift and the apoftles differed is well 
known. So that by many tribulations (as Paul faith, 
Acts xiv.) we muft enter into the kingdom of heaven 
All the holy , prophets, Chrift and his apoftles, fuffered 
fuch afflictions not for evil doing, but for preaching 
God's word, for rebuking the world of fin, and for their 
. faith in Jefus Chrift. 

Thsi is the ordinance of God (my. friends), this is the 
high way to heaven, by corporal death to eternaL life, 
as Chrift faith, John v. He that heareth my words, 
and believeth in him that fent me, hath eternal life, 
and fhall not come into judgment, but is efcaped from 
death to life. Let us never fear death, which is killed 
by Chrift, but believe in him, and live for ever, as Sc. 
Paul faith, Rom. viii. There is no damnation to them 
that are in Chrift Jefus, which walk not after the flefh 
but after the fpirit. And again, Paul faith, I Cor. xv 
Death, where is thy fting ? Hell, where is thy victory 
Thanks be to God, which hath given us the victor 
through Jefus Chrift. 

Belides this, ye have feen, and daily do fee, the blood 
of your good preachers and brethren, which hath been 
fhed in the gofpcl's caufe in this finful Sodom, this 
bloody Jerufalem, this unhappy city of London. Let 
not their blood be forgotten, nor the blood of your good 
bifhop Ridley, who like a fhepherd, to your comfort 
and example, hath given his life for his fheep. Good 
St. Paul faith, Heb. xiii. Remember them that have 
fpoken to you the word of God, and look upon the end 
of their converfation, and follow their faith. 

The devil ever ftirreth up falfe teachers, as he hath 
1done now over all England, as Peter, Paul, and Jude 
prophefied it fhould be, to poifon and kill our fouls 
with the falfe doctrine. And where he faileth of his 
purpofe that way, then moveth he his members to per- 
fecute the lilly carcaffes of the faints, becaufe they will 
not deny nor diffemble their pure faith in our living 
Chrift, and confefs a dead breadly Chrift, and honour 
the fame as Chrift, God and man, contrary to God's 
commandment, Exod. xx. 

This is the working of Satan, who knowing his own 
juft damnation, would have all mankind to be partakers 
with him of the fame ; fuch a mortal hatred beareth he 
againft God and- his people. And therefore when this 
wicked tempter could not kill Chrift, with fubtil temp- 
tation to fall down and worfhip him, then he ftirred 
up his fcrvants the bifhops and pharifees to kill his 
body, whereby notwithftanding the devil loft his title 
and intereft which he had to man's foul, and man by 
his precious paffion and death was ranfomed from the 
devil, death and hell, to immortality and life ever- 
lafting : and fo when Satan thought to have won all in 
killing of Chrift, he loft all : and fo fhall he do in us. 



if we abide conftant and ftrong in the faith of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift unto the end. God .grant it ; 
for his mercy's fake in Chrift. Blcffed are all they 
that put their truft in him. Amen. 

Wherefore (my hearty beloved brethren and filters) 
be of good comfort through Jefus Chrift, for he that ig 
in us is ftronger than he that is in the world. There- 
fore draw ye near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Refift the devil, and he will (as St. James faith) flee from 
you. Beware of the leaven of the pharifees. Touch 
not pitch left ye be defiled therewith. Eat no fwinc's 
flefh, for it is againft the law ;. I mean, defile not your- 
felves either inwardly or outwardly with this falfe and 
wicked religion of Antichrift: for it is nothing elfe but 
pitch and fwine's flefh. Beware of the beaft's mark, 
left ye drink of the cup of God's wrath. If God hath 
given you knowledge and faith, diffemble not there- 
with. Deny not the known verity before men, left 
Chrift deny, you before his Father. Come away from 
Babylon, as St. John biddeth you, Rev. xviii. and 
touch no unclean thing, but feparate yourfelves from the 
company of the ungodly, as St. Paul corrimandeth you. 
Whatfoever you have done amifs heretofore, now repent 
ye and amend : for with the Lord there is mercy and 
plenteous redemption. 

The third thing and note which I gather out of the 
aforefaid words of Peter, is this, that he faith, Rejoice, 
becaufe ye are partakers of Chrift's paffion. Our fuf- 
ferings (my well beloved) are Chrift's fufferings, and 
that injury that is done to us for his fake, he reckoneth 
it to be done to himfelf, as he faid to St. Paul, Saul, 
Saul, why perfecuted thou me ? Therefore we ought to 
rejoice in our fufferings, as St. Paul writeth, which 
we fuffer with Chrift, and one with another, as St. 
Peter faid, and to fulfil that which is behind of the paf- 
fions of Chrift in our flefh $ which Chrift hath, by his 
paffion, fully redeemed and faved us in his own perfon : 
howbeit, his elect muft fuffer with him and for him 
unto the world s end, that he may be glorified in them, 
and they thereby corrected and cleanfed from fin in this 
world, and be made more meet temples for the Holy 
Ghoft, and alfo obtain a great reward in heaven for 
their fuffering for righteoufnefs' fake, according to his 
promife. And therefore I fay (my brethren) rejoice in 
the Lord always, and again I fay, rejoice. Let us re- 
joice in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, whereby the 
world is crucified to us, and we to the world. 

And why fhould we fo greatly rejoice in the crofs of 
Chrift, which we now fuffer? Becaufe (faith St. Peter) 
when his glory appeareth, we may be merry and glad. 



fering, not to be had in ttys world ; but at his coming 
to judgment when we fhall be raifed again; and then 
fhall they that have fown in tears reap in joy, as Chrift 
faith, Bleffed are they that weep here, for they fhall 
laugh. Bleffed are ye when men hate you, thruft you 
out of their company, railing on you, and abhorring 
your name as an evil thing for the Son of man's fake: 
rejoice ye in that day and be glad, for your reward is great 

Wherefore (my dearly beloved) through the hope of 
this heavenly joy and reward, which he that cannot lie 
hath promifed (which joy is fo great that no ear hath 
heard, no eye hath feen, nor the heart can think, where 
we fhall dwell for ever imthe heavenly city, the celef- 
tial Jerufalem, in the prefence of, God the Father, and 
Jefus Chrift our Mediator, as Paul faith, and in the 
company of innumerable angels, and with the fpirits 
and fouls of all faithful and juft men), rejoice and be 
glad: and feeing ye be called to fo great glory, fee 
that you make your election and vocation fure by good 
works, and efpecially by fuffering adverfity for the 
gofpel's fake: for it is given us of God, faith St. Paul, 
not only to believe in Chrift, but alfo to fuffer for his 
fake. Continue in prayer, and pray for me, that I 
may end . my courfe with joy. Have brotherly love 
amongft youfelves, which is a token that ye be thrift's 
difciples. Edify and comfort one another in the word 



<2JVIary,A.D. 15.56.] LETTERS written by Mr. THOMAS WHITTLE. 



267 



0 f the Lord, and the God of peace and love be with 
you always, Amen. For your liberality and kindnefs 
ftx wed upon the prifoners and afflicted people of God 
jn this time of perfecution, the Lord will reward you 
when he cometh to reward every man according to his 
deeds, and will not leave a cup of cold water beftowcd 
upon his faithful people unrewarded. God make you 
rich in all grace, that ye always having fufficient, may 
be rich unto all mariner of good works. 

The graoe of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the love of God, 
and the . fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft, be with you al- 
ways, Amen. 

Your brother now in bonds for the gofpel, 

Thomas Whittle. 
The remaining letters are to the fame purport, ad- 
j dreflid to other godly and perfecuted brethren. 

History of the Apprehension, Sufferings, Bee. of 
Mr. BARTLET GREEN. 

AFTER the martyrdom of Mr. Whittle, Barrier 
Green the next day was likewifc condemned. Mr. 
Green was of a good houfe, and had fuch parents, as 
both favoured learning, and were alfo willing to brirjg 
up this their child in, the fame. After fbme entrance in 
other inferior fchools, he was ' fent to the unrverfity of 
Oxford ; where through exercife and diligent Ihidy he 
fo profited, that in a fhort time he attained, as well to 
the knowledge offundry profane fciences, asalfonow in 
his laft years unto the godly underftandihg of divinity. 
Wher<:unto through ignorance (in which he was trained 
up from his youth) he wasar firft an utter enemy, until 
fuch time as God of his mercy had opened his eyes, by 
his often repairing unto the common lectures of Peter 
Martyr, reader of the divinity-lecture in the fame unr- 
verflty, fo that thereby he faw the true light of Chrift's 
gofpel. 

When he was called by his friends from the univerfity, 
he was placed in the Temple at London, there to attain 
to the knowledge of the common laws of the realm ; he 
continued ftill in his former ftudy and earnefr profeflion 
of the gofpel j wherein alfo he greatly profited. For 
the better maintenance of himfelf in thefe his ftudies, 
and other his affairs, he had a large exhibition of his 
grandfather, Mr. Doctor B.irtlet, who during the time 
of Green's imprifonment made unto him large offers of 
great livings, if he would recant, and (forfaking the 
truth and the gofpel of Chrift ) come home again to the 
church and fynagogue of Rome. But his perfuafions 
took final 1 effect in his faithful heart. He was a man 
beloved of all men (except the papifts, who love none 
that love the truth), and fo he well deferved : for he 
was of a meek, humble, difcreet, and molt gentle 
behaviour to all. Injurious he was to none, beneficial 
to many, efpecially to thofe who were of the houfhold 
of faith, as appeareth, amongft others, by his friendly 
dealing with Mr. Chriftopher Goodman, at that time a 
poor exile beyond the feas. With whom this Bartlet 
Sreen (as well for his toward learning, as. alfo for his 
bber and godly behaviour) had often fociety in Oxford, 
tithe days of good king Edward : who now, notwith- 
tanding his friend's mifery and banifhmerit, he did not 
ightly forget; confequcntly his letters, by the apprchen- 
ion of the bearer, tell into the hands of the king and 
jueen's council. Who, at their convenient leifure, peru- 
ed the whole number ; in the contents whereof (amongft 
>ther news and private matters) they found thefe words, 
["he queen is not yet dead. Which words were only writ- 
en as an anfwer, to cert ify Mr. Goodman of the truth of 
lis former demand. Howbeit (to fome of the council) 
hey feemed very heinous words, but not being able to 
'rove rhem treafonable, they then examined him upon his 
ftith in religion, and his anfwers being fuch as little plea- 
ed them after they had detained him in prifon, as well in 
he Tower of London as elfevvhere, they fent him to Bon- 
>«, bifhop of London, to be ordered according to 'his 
cclefiaftical law, as appeareth by their letters fent to 
he bifhop, with the faid prifoncr alfo : wherein it may 
Ppear (hat Sir John Bourne (then fecretary to the 
38. 



queen) was a chief ftirrer in fuch cafes/yea and an eri- 
ticerof the council: who othcrwife (if for fear they 
dtwfr) would have been content to have let fuch matters 
alone. The Lord forgive fherh their weaknefs, if it be 
his good pleafure, and give all fuch men true repen- 
tance, Amen. 

A LETTER 

Of BARTLET GREEN, written to JOHN PHIL- 
POT, containing, be/ides other particular Matters be- 
twixt him and Mr. PHILPOT, a brief Rehear f il . of 
his Conferences with Bifhop Bonner and others, dt 
his firft coming before them. 

THAT which was wanting in talk ( through my de- 
fault) at your being here, 1 have fupplied by 
writing in your abfence, now at length getting forhe 
opportunity and leifure. The 17th day of November, 
being brought hither by two of the clock in the after- 
noon, I was prefenred befOre my lord of London, and 
other two bifhops, Mr. Deane, Mr. Roper, Mr. Welch, 
Dr. Harpsfield, archdeacon of London, and two or three 
Others, all fitting at one table. There were preterit Dr. 
Dale, Mr. George Mordaunr, Mr. Dee. Then after 
the bifhop of London had read unto himfeif 'the letter 
that' came from the council, he fpake with more words, 
but (as I remefriber) to this effect: ; that the caufe of 
their affembly was, to hear my examination, where- 
untohe had authority by the council, and had provided 
Mr. Welch and another, whofe namef I know hot, (but 
well T remember, though he obtained it nb't; yet de- 
fired he my lord, that j might hear the council's letters} 
to be there if any matters of" the common law arife, to 
difcufs them, he intreated my lord to determine all 
conrroverfies 6f fcriptures ; and for the civil law, he 
and Dr. Dale mould take on them. 

Wherefore he demanded of me the caufe of my im- 
prifonment: I faid, that the occafion of fny appre- 
henfion was a letter which I wrote to one Chriftopher 
Goodman, wherein (certifying him of fuch hews as 
happened here) among the reft; I wrote that there were 
certain printed papers of queftions feattered abroad. 
Whereupon, being fufpectcd to be privy to the deviling 
or publifhtng of the fame, I was committed to the 
Fleet : but, after the commiffioners had received my 
fubmiflion, I heard nothing thereof. The fum where- 
of was, that as I was fure there neither could, be true 
witneifes, nor probable conjecture againft me in that 
behalf, fo refufed I no punifnment, if they of their cori- 
fciences would judge me privy to the devifing, printing, 
or publifhing of thofe queftions. ' But my lord affirm- 
ing that there was another caufe of my imprifonment, 
demanded if I had not after, fince 1 was cbrnmitted fo 
the Fleet, fpoken or wriiten fomewhat againft the na- 
tural prefenceof Chrift in thefacrament of the altar. 

Then I delired his lordfhip to be good unto me, rruft- 
ing that he would not put anfwer to new matters, 
except I were firft difcharged of the old. And when 
I flood long in that, Mr. Welch anfwered, that it w£s 
procured that I fhould fo do, right well. For.albeirT 
were imprifoned for treafon, if during the time' of my 
confinement I had maintained herefy, that -were no fuf- 
ficient allegation againft the ordinary j neither whether 
1 were before him acquitted or condemned, fhould it 
take away the former fault. Then my lord afflrrriing 
' that I was not brought before him but for herefy; and 
the other gentlemen faying, that doubtlefs I- \Vas^ dif- 
charged of my former matter; my defire Was, that I 
might be charged according to the order of the' law, 
to hear my accufers. 

Then Dr. Chedfey was fent for, who reported, that 
in the prrfence of Mr. Mdfley and the lieutenant of the 
Tower, I fpake againft the real prefence and the 1 facri- 
fice of -the mafs, and that I affirmed their church, wis 
the church of Antichrift. ' ~ 

Is not this true? faid my lord.' 1 faid, 'Jfeal ! . Will 
you continue therein ? fa'jd he. 1fca, fall. Wilt 
thou then maintain it by learning? fail! he. Therein, 
quoth 1, 1 fl'iotild fafiw mylelf to'have'little: wit^kribwing 
S a- ' mine 
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mine own youth and ignorance, if I would take on me 
to maintain any controversy againft: fo many grave and 
learned, rrien. , But my conscience was fatisfied in the 
truth, which was fufncient to my falvation. 

Confcience! faid Mr. Roper, fo (hall every Jew 
and Turk be faved. 

We had hereafter much talk to no purpofe, and ef- 
pecially on my part, who felt in myfelf, through cold 
and open air, much dulnefs of wit and memory. At , 
length. I was afked what confcience was: and 1 faid, 
"the certifying of the truth. , . 

With that Mr. Welch rofe up, defiring leave to talk 
with me alone. So he . taking me afide into 1 another 
chamber, faid that He was forry for my trouble, and 
•would gladly fee me at liberty : he marvelled that I 
being a young man, would ftand againft all the learned 
men of the- realm, yea and contrary, to. the whole deter- 
mination of the catholic church from Chrift's time, in 
a.' matter wherein I could hav.e no great learning ; I 
muft not think mine own wit better than all men's, but 
I Ihould believe them that were learned, i! promife you 
(quoth he)' I have read all Peter Martyr's book, and 
Cranrhe'r's, and all the reft of them, and have conferred 
"them with the contrary, as "thc'.btthop of Winchefter, 
&c. and could not perceive but that there was one con- 
tinual truth, which from the beginning bad been main- 
tained'-.and thofe which at.any time fevered from this 
unity, .were anfwered and anfwered again. . This was 
the furh of his tale, which lacked both wit and elo- 
quence. 

, Mr. Green. Fbrafmuch as it pleafeth your mnfter- 
fhip to ufe me fo familiarly (for fo he behaved, himfelf 
towards me, as though I had been bis equal) I mall 
open my mind freely unto you, defiring you to take it 
in good part. I confider my youth, lack of wit and 
learning, which would to God it were but a little un- 
der the opinion that fome men have of me. Hut God 
is not. bound to time, wit, or knowledge, but rather 
"chufeth the weak of the world that they may confound 
the ftrong ; neither can men appoint bounds to God's 
mercy : For, I will have companion, faith he, on whom 
I will (hew. mercy. There is no refpedt of perfons 
With God, whether it be old or young, rich or poor, 
wife or foolifh, fiftier or bafket-maker. God giveth 
knowledge of his truth, through his free grace, to 
whom he lift, James i. Neither do I think myfelf only 
to have the truth, but ftedfaftly believe that Chrift 
hath his fpoufe, the catholic and univerfal church, dif- 
perfed in many realms where it pleafeth him, the Spirit 
blowing where it litteth : no more is he addicted to any 
one place, than to the perfon and quality of any one 
man. Of this church 1 nothing doubt myfelf to be a 
member, trufting to be faved by the faith that is taught 
in the fame. But how this church is known, is in a 
manner the end of all controverfy. And the true marks 
of Chrift's church are the true preaching of his word, 
and adminiftering of his facraments. Thefe marks 
were fealed by the apoftles, and confirmed by the anci- 
ent fathers, till at length they were, through the wick- 
ednefs of men and the devil, almoft utterly taken away. 
But God be praifed that he hath renewed the print, 
that his truth may be known in many places. For 
myfelf, I call God to witnefs, I have no hope in mine 
own wit and learning,- which is very fmall ; but I was 
perfuaded thereto by him, as by an inftrumcnr, that is 
excellent in all good learning and living. And God 
' is. my record, that chiefly I fought it of him by conti- 
nual prayer with tears. ' 

Furthermore, what I have done herein, is not need- 
ful for me to (peak: but one thing, I fay, I wifli of ; 
God with all my heart, that all men which are of con- 
trary: judgment, would feek the truth in like manner. 
.Now I. am brought hither before a great many bilhops 
"arid learned "men, to be made a fool and a laughing- 
? flock/ but Jt ; value it riot a rufli ; for God knoweth 
that my whole ftudy is topleafe him: bclide that, I 
care nof for man's pleafure or difpl'eafure. 
: Mr: Welch. No. Mr. Green, faid he, think not fo 
uncharitably, of any. man, but judge rather .that,. men 
labour for .your foul's JVealth, . as for' their own. But, . 



alas, how will you condemniall our. forefathers?- Or 
how can you think yourfelf to be of . the ; catholic 
church, without any ; continuance, and contrary to the 
judgment of all learned men^?.; ; . 

Green. Sir, 1 have no authority, to "judge any rnan. 
neverthelefs, I doubt, not Abut th.^.J, attivof the true 
catholic church, .howfpeve\ourr, learned; men here 
judge of me. . ■-. < : 

IVelch. Why, then, do .yqu:.fuppofe yQur ; ..own wit 
and learning better- than 'all.:. t-heir's? If. you - do not 
give credit only to them, ^other; learned, men fliall; re- 
fort unto you, that fhall perfuade you by the fcrip- 
tures and dodlors. ... : . : 

Green. Sir, God knoweth that I refufe not to learn 
of any child, but I would embrace the truth from the 
mouth of a natural fool,; in any thing , wherein I am 
ignorant, and, that in all things, faving my faith: but 
concerning the truth, wherein I am thoroughly per- 
fuaded, 1 cannot, fu.bmit myfejf to;\learn, unlefs it be 
as your maftcrfhip faid, that , I. p^rufed ;books on both 
fides. For fo might I make myfelf an indifferent 
judge; otherwifelmay be.feduced.., . t. 

And here we had a long!'!d»Yc'p'urfe" of ttiefcftufcli, 
wherein J)is learning and w'i^was" much above mine: 
'but in the end-i told him I was perfuaded, arid .that he 
did but lofe. his. labour. _ _ . . . , .'. '.'•",' , 
; , Welch. .Why [then, . what' (hall I report to .my. lord'?' 

Green. Even, as it pleafefh .you, f or elfe you' may 
fay that I would ,.be. glad to'Jearn,' if I h'acl books on 

both fides.'- . '.' . ' 

So he going in,i the bifiiops (being rjfen and ready 
to depart) aflced how he liked . me? He anfwered, In 
faith, my lord, '.'.he will be "glad' 'to learn.*' '..Which 
words when they were fpoHen„,ieft they fhould mil- 
take his meaning and mine, I '.faid, Yea,, my jorcf, fo 
that I have books on both . fides, as Calvin, and my 
lord of Canterbury's books, "and" fuch others.' Well, 
faid my lord, 1 will fatisfy' thy mind therein aifo: and 
they were all in great hopes, that .fhortly I fliould be- 
come a good.catholic, as they call it. . ■. 

Then I was brought', into. my. lord's inner chamber 
(where you were) and there' was put' in a chamber .with 
Mr. Dee, who treated me very, friendly. That night I 
fupped at my lord's table, and lay with, Mr. Dec in the 
chamber you,, did fee. . On the morrow I was feryed at 
dinner from my lord's table* and at night did cat in the 
hall with his gentleman ; where I have been placed ever 
fince, and. fared wonderfully well. Yea, to fay the truth, 
I had my liberty within the bounds of his lordfhip's 
houfe : for my lodgings and fare, fcarce have I been at 
any time abroad in better '. cafe fo long together, . and 
have found fo much gentlenefs of my lord and his chap- 
lains, and other fervants, that I fhould eafily have for- 
gotten that I was in prifon, were it not that this good 
cheer was often powdered with unfavoury fauces of 
examinations, exhortations, pofingSj and difputations. 

For Ihortly after fuppcr, the firft. Monday at night, 
I was had into my lord's bed-chamber, and there he 
would know of me how I came firft into thefe hercfics : 
I faid, I was perfuaded thereto by the fcriptures, and 
authorities of the doctors, allcdged by "Peter, Martyr in 
his lectures upon the eleventh chapter of the, firft epif- 
tle to the Corinthians, while he treated there on that 
place of the Lord's fupper for a month together. But 
then my lord inforced. the plainnefs of Chrift's words, 
and hjs almighty power, demanding of mc, what rea- 
fon fhould move me from the literal fenfc of the words: 
but I having no lull to thofe matters, would have al- 
ledged that there were books fufficient' of tnat matter, 
as Peter Martyr, Cranmer, and Oecolampadius : never- 
thelefs,, when this fliift would not ferve, but I. was con- 
ftraincd to fay fome what, I faid 1 was moved from the 
liteial fenfe by the manner of fpeaking, by the circum- 
ftance, .and by conference of other places of the fcrip- 
tures. It is evident that Chrift took bread, and that 
he fhewed them (they feeing it).brcad, which he affirm- 
ed to be his body. 

Chrift affirmed that bread was. his body. 
.. .But that affirmatioh taken literally, can by. no mean's 
be true.. 

w Therefore, 
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Therefore, The worJs, if they be taken according to 
the leiter, cannot be true. 

For this predication, Pants eft corpus Chrifti, or Corpus 
Qlflfti eft pants, is neither Identica nor Accidentalis, nor 
mJntialis Dr<£dkalio. Wherefore of neceffity I muft lay 
if was fpoken in the fame fenfe, as Chrift was a door, a 
vine, and a way. Neither can it ferve to fay, that it 
wa s not bread that he affirmed to be his body, and that 
for two caufes. 

For whatfoever he (hewed, that was bread, for nought 
elfc was feen. 

But that which he fhewed he affirmed to be his 

b °The fecond reafon is, For that it was not changed 
before, feeing l.ienedixit, is Gratias egit, or elfe Chrift 
affirmed no true proportion, and you are without au- 

^In'the end of this letter there were noted thefe fen- 
tences following, collected tor confirmation of his for- 
mer affertions, viz. 

Eadem locutio poculi, that is, The phrafe is ufed. and 
fpoken upon the cup. 

Dicilur poftea panis. It is called bread in the fame 
place afterwards. 

Eadem rcitione rcjecero corpus , qua tu pattern, that is, By 
the fame reafon as it may be denied to the bread, it may 
be denied to be the body. 

Afcendit in ccelttm, that is, His body afcended into 
heaven. . . 

Corpore nobis f alius eft fimilis in omnibus poft nattvttatem. 
At noftrmn corpus non pot eft effe in duobus locis. Therefore, 
&c. In body he was like to us in all things after his 
nativity (fin excepted). Seeing then our body cannot 
be in twe places at once : therefore, neither his. 

Di/cipuli non ftupebaut, &c. His difciples took it as 
no miracle nor wonden. 

the laft Examination and Condemnation of Mr. 
GREEN. 

THUS, as it teerheth, for this time they left off. 
But not" long after the bifhop perceiving Green's 
learning and conftancy to be fuch, as neither he, nor 
any of his doctors and chaplains could by the fcriptures 
refUtej began then to object and put in practice his chief ; 
aud ftrongeft argument againft him; which was the ri- 
gour of the law, and cruelty of execution : an argument, 
I allure you, which without the fpecial grace of our 
God to flelh is infupportable. And therefore ufing law 
as a cloak of his tyranny, the 28th day of November, 
the faid bifhop examined him upon certain points of 
chriflian religion. Whereunto when he had anfwered, 
the bifhop appointed the regifter (as their moft common 
manner is) there to draw out an order of confeffion : 
which being afterwards read' unto Green, was alfo fub- 
fcribed by him, as a confirmation of hisformer affertions : 
the tenor whereof here enfueth. 

The Confeffion of BARTLET GREEN. 

BARTLET GREEN, born in the city of London, 
in the parifh of Bafing-hall, of the diocefe of 
London, and of the age of 25 years, being examined in 
the bifhop's palace the 27th day of November; Anno 
1555, upon certain articles, anfwered as followeth, viz. 
That neither in the time of king Edward, after the mafs 
by him w as put down, neither in the time of queen Mary 
after the mafs was reftored again, he hath heard any mafs 
at all ; but he faith that in the reign of the faid queen's 
majefty, he the faid Bartlet, two times, to wir, at two 
Halter-tides or days, in the chamber of John Pulline, 
one of the preachers in king Edward's time, within the 
parifh of Sc. Michael's, Cornhill, of the diocefe of 
London, did receive the communion with the faid Pul- 
line, and Chriftophcr Goodman, fometime reader of 
the divinity lecture in Oxford, now gone beyond the 
fea; and the fecond time with the faid Pulline, and with 
one Rimnegcr, Mafter of Arts, of Magdalen college, 
in Oxford : and this examinate alfo faith, that at both 
the faid communions, he and the other before named, 
38. 



did take and receive bread and wine, which bread and 
wine he called facramental bread, and facramental wine, 
which he faith were ufed there by them, Pulline only 
reading the words of the inftitution, expreffed in the 
book of communion. 

In which receiving and ufing, this examinate faith, 
that the others aforenamed did receive the facrament of 
the Lord's fuppcr, and that they received material bread 
and material wine, no fubftance thereof changed, and 
fo no real prefence of the body and blood of Chrift 
there being, but only grace added thereto. And further, 
this examinate faith, that he had heretofore, during the 
reign of the queen's majefty aforcfaid, refufed, and fo 
now doth refute to come and hear mafs, and to receive 
the facrament of the altar, as they are now ufed and 
adminiftered in this church of England, becaufe he 
faith, that concerning the mafs, he cannot be perfuaded 
in his confeience, that the facrifice pretended to be in 
the fame, is agreeable to God's word, or maintainable 
by the fame : and that without deadly offence he cannot 
worfhip the body and blood of Chrift that is pretended 
to be there. And as concerning the facrament of the 
altar, this examinate faith, that he heretofore during 
the faid reign, hath refufed, and now doth refufe to 
receive the fame, as is now ufed in this church of Eng- 
land, becaufe it is not ufed according to the inftitution 
of Chrift, but both in a ftrange tongue, and alfo minif- 
tered in both kinds ; and befides that, contrary to God's" 
word it is there taught, that the thing there adminiftered 
is to be adored, as the real and true body of Chrift. 
And furthermore this examinate faith, that during the 
faid reign he hath not been confeffed to the prieft, nor 
received abfolution at his hands, becaufe he is not bound 
by God's word to make auricular confeffion. 

Bartlet Green. 

Many other conferences and examinations they 
brought him unto. But in the end (feeing his fteadinefs 
of faith to be fuch, againft which neither their threaten- 
ings, nor yet their flattering promifes could prevail)" 
the 15th day of January the bifhop caufed him with the/ 
reft before mentioned, to be brought into the confiftory 
of St. Paul's; where being fet in his judgment feat; 
accompanied by Mr. Fecknam, then dean of the fame' 
church, and other his chaplains, after he had condemn- 
ed the other fix, he then calling for Bartlet Green, begarf 
with thefe, or the like words : 

Honourable audience, 1 think it beft' to open unto)' 
you the converfation of this man, called Bartlet Green. 
And becaufe you (ball not charge me, that I go about 
to feck any man's blood, here you fhall hear the coun- 
cil's letters, which they fent with him unto me*. The 
effect whereof is; that whereas he had been a long time 
confined in the tower of London for herefy, they have 
now fent him unto me to be ordered,, according to the 
laws therefore provided. And now to thee, Bartlet 
Green, I propofe thefe nine. articles. Then he read the 
articles before mentioned, which; were generally objected 
to all thefe feven prifoners, to wit, Thomas Whittle, 
John Tudfon, John Went, Thomas Brown, Ifabel Fof- 
ter, Joan Lafhford, Bartlet Green. 

But when Mr. Green would have anfwered them par- 
ticularly, he was put to filence, with promife that he 
fliould have time to anfwer fufficiently, and therefore 
the bifhop proceeding, faid, that when Green came 
firft to his houfe, he defired to have the books of the 
ancient doctors of the church to read, which he faid he 
granted him. 

Whereunto Green anfwered, and faiid, that if the 
doctors were with indifferent judgment weighed, they 
made more a great deal with h : m, than they did with 1 
them. 

Upon which words, Dr. Fecknam, dean of St. Paul's, 
flood up, and marvelling why 'he faid fo," dfked him 
if he would be content to ftand to the judgment of the 
doctors. ... 

Green then faid, that he was content to ftand to the 
doctors' judgment. 

I will then propound unto you (faid Fecknam) the 
doctors, and intej-pret Jthenv yourfelf, So' hcaltedged a 
5 R place 
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weeks, and that he fhould chufc any 



this: Elids afceiidens melotam/uam poftfc reliquit : Chrijlus l| learned man whom he would, and fhould go with him 
vera afcendens carnem Juam affumpftt & eandem pqft fe 



reliquit. " Elias going up, left his cloak behind him : 
but Chrift afcending up took his flefh, and alfo left if 
behind him." And he demanded of Green how he un- 
dcrftood the place. 

Then Green defired him that he would confer the. 
doctor's fayings together, and therefore alledged the fame 
doctor again, writing upon i Cor. x. " Is not the bread 
which we blefs the communication of the Lord's body ?" 
"Whereby he proved that this doctor called this facra- 
ment but a lign of the Lord's body. Many other words 
of probation and trial were between them. 

At laft Fecknam demanded of him, how long he had 
been of this opinion. For, Mr. Green, faid he, you 
confeffed once to me, that when you were at Oxford at 
fchool,. you were called the ranked papift in that houfe, 
and being compelled to go to the lecture of Peter Mar- 
tyr, you were converted from your old doctrine. 
And Green confeffed the fame. 

Then Fecknam faid, that Green told him the faid 
Peter Martyr was a papift at his firft coming to Oxford. 
Whereupon he made an exclamation, and prayed the 
people to confider how vain his doctrine was that he pro- 
feffed, which was grounded upon one man, and that upon 
fo inconftant a man as Peter Martyr, who perceiving the 
wicked intent of the council, was content to pleafe them, 
and forfake the true and catholic faith. 

Green faid, that he grounded not his faith upon Peter 
Martyr nor any other, nor did believe fo becaufe Peter 
Martyr believed the fame ; but becaufe he had heard the 
fcriptures, and the doctors of the church, truly and 
wholefomely expounded by him ; neither had he any 
regard of the man, but of the word which he fpake. 
And further he faid, that he heard the faid Peter Martyr 
fay often, that he had not, while he was a papift, read 
Chryfoftom upon the tenth to the Corinthians, nor many 
other places of the doctors : but when he had read them, 
and well confidered them, he was content to yield to the 
doctors, having firft humbled Jiimfelf in prayer, defir- 
ing God to illuminate him, and bring him to the true 
underftanding of the fcripture. "Which thing (faid 
Green) if you, my lord, would do, I do not doubt but 
God would open your eyes, and fhew you his truth, no 
more than I do doubt his words to be true that faith, 
•* Afk, and it fhall be given to you ; knock, and it fhali 
be opened unto you," &c. 

Then Fecknam afked him what he thought of this ar- 
ticle, The holy catholic church. 

And Green anfwered, that he did believe one holy 
and univerfal church throughout all the woi'd. 

Then Fecknam faid, that he would fain have a fure 
mark and token, whereby he might know this church : 
and therefore he prayed Green to define unto him this 
church. " . 

Green anfwered, that this church did agree in verity 
with the true doctrine of Chrift, and was known by the 
true adminiftration of his facraments. 

Whereupon Fecknam faid, that he would prove the 
church whereof he was to be never agreeing in doctrine, 
but always to have been in controverl'y in their religion. 
For, faid he, Luther and Zuinglius could never agree 
in their writings or fayings, nor Oecolampadius with 
Ciroloftadius, nor Caroloftadius with either Zuinglius 
or Luther, &c. for Luther, writing upon the facrament 
of the altar, faid, that in this bread, or under this bread 
we receive the body of the Lord. Zuinglius controul- 
ing him, faid, Under the fign of the bread we receive 
the body of the Lord. And the other controulcd him 
in like cafe. 

Then Mr. Green proved their opinions of the facra- 
ment to be one in effect, being rightly weighed , and 
though their words did not found all one, yet they meant 
one thing • and their, opinions were all one, as he proved 
by divers other examples. 

Then Fecknam defired him that he would not fo 
wilfully caft himfelfaway, but to be rather conform- 
able to reafon, and that my lord bilhop there prefent 
would be good unto him, and grant him refpite for a 



home to hjs houfe. 

Then bifhop Bonner faid, that he was a proud and 
an obftinate boy; and therefore he, defired Fecknam 
to hold his peace, and to call him no more Mr. Green; 
for (faid he) you ought not to call an heretic 
maften 

After this Dr. Pendleton alledged to him this text out 
of the xxii of Luke, " I will cat no more of this, until 
it be fulfilled in my Father's kingdom." Here, faid he, 
you muft confefs your opinion to be falfe, elfe you mult 
fay that Chrift was a liar : for Chrift faid, " I will eat 
no more of this, until it be fulfilled in my Father's 
kingdom." If Chrift did eat no more the bread when 
he fpake thefe words, then muft you fay that he was a 
liar: for he did eat bread after with his difciples, before 
he afcended. But if you fay he did eat his body then, 
and after but bread, it will not agree with the fcriptures,' 
ir with good reafon. 

Then Green anfwered, and faid, that this was fpoken 
by an anticipation, as one of their own bifhops (who is 
now dead) did fay. 

Then Dr. Pendleton faid, that that was^ no fufficient 
difcharge, nor no fufficient anfwer for him in this cafe: 
for, faid he,' it is well known that that bifhop was of a 
contrary opinion to you, and that he died a good chrif. 

To which words Green faid, I do not call him to wit- 
nefs in this cafe, as though he were a fufficient man to 
prove my faying to be true in this matter : but I doal- 
ledge him againft you, as Paul did the fcripture, which 
he found graven in the altar of the Athenians, againft 
thcmfclves, To the unknown God. 

Thefe, with many other words, were between them, 
which I pafs over, becaufe it were too long to ftand 
upon recital of every thing. Laft of all the bifhop aiked 
him if he would recant. He faid nay, he would not. 
But, my lord, faid he, in old time there were no me 
put to death for their confeience, until fuch times s 
bifhops found the means to make it death to believ 
contrary* to them ; but excommunication, my lord, 
was the greateft penalty which men had for their con- 
feience.; yea, infomuch that St. Auguftine • 
commanded that no man fhould be put to death fot 
his opinion. 

Then Bonner faid, that when Auguftine faw what in- 
conveniences followed that commandment, he wrote 
again to the temporal rulers, commanding them to pu- 
nifh their bodies. 

But, faid Green, he ordered not to put them to 
death. 

He faid, punifh them, quoth Bonner. 
Yea, faid Green, but not put them to death. 
That they fhould be punifhed, quoth Bonner, again. 
This talk ended, he afked Green if he wouid re- 
cant, and return to his Romifh mother. Which 
when he denied, the bifhop pronounced the fentence 
definitive againft him, and fo committed him to the 
fheriffs of London, who caufed him to be carried to 
Newgate. 

And as he was going thither, he met two gentlemen, 
his fpecial friends, minding alike to comfort this theit 
perfecoted brother : but at their meeting, their loving 
and friendly hearts were manifefted by the abundance 
of their pitiful tears. To whom, when Green faw them, 
he faid, Ah, my dear friends, is this the comfort you are 
come to give me, in this my occafion of hcavinefs? 
Muft I, who needed to have comfort miniftered to me, 
become now a comforter of you ? And thus declaring 
his moft quiet peaceable mind and confeience, he cheer- 
fully fpake to them and others, until he came to the prifon 
door, into which he joyfully entered, and there re- 
mained always much in godly meditations, until the 
28th day of January, when he with his other before- 
mentioned brethren, endured cheerfully the torments 
of the fire. 

There were divers letters and other works of 
this fervant of God, particularly notes and ex- 
tracts in Latin out of the doctors and other authors, 
for 
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f his memory, whereby is declared how ftudious he I 

5 in the fearching and knowledge of the law of God, 
although his profeflion was the temporal law. Where 
1 vouTd to God he were not among the lawyers fuch a 
Vienix that he had very few or no fellows to fly with 
P" 0 ' r to follow his fteps. But God is to be praifed, 
that'although we read of few or none among that fort 
, t (jied as he did, yet good witnefies do daily fpring 
ud of the fame profeflion, to fuch forwardnefs and godly 
,«I that fome hope already appeareth fhortly to come to 
o a fs' that this godly phenix (hall not fly alone. Thefe 
aforefaid notes and gatherings of his out of the doctors, 
were taken from him by bifhop Bonner, being found a- 
bout him, which was to him no little grief. He among 
thcrelt was firft apprehended, but the laft of ihem con- 
demned, which was the fifteenth day of January, and 
afterwards burned with other martyrs the 27th of the 
fame monthw 

Of the other five martyrs, whofiiffcred with Whit- 
tle and Green, we have only to add to what has 
been faid on the nine articles, that Thomas Brown, a 
native of Hifkm parifh in Ely diocefe, was a married 
man, and then lived in St. Bride's parifh in Fleet-ltreet, 
London, aged 37, who was prefented for not coming to 
his parifh church. On his final examination, Jan.. 15, 
he avowed his affertion that bifhop Bonner was a blood- 
fucker j and on being interrogated again about the arti- 
cles and forfaking herefy, he called on the bifhop to 
prove that his opinions were herefies, and that done, he 
would relinquifh them. But this impoffibility was not 
even attempted ; and when promifes and allurements.of 
pardon had no better effect, fentence of condemnation 
was paffed, and he was committed to the fheriff's. 

John Tudfon alfo was condemned On the fame day. 
He was a native of Ipfwich in Suffolk, but then refrded 
iii London in the parith of St. Mary Botolph ; and be- 
fore his condemnation, was interrogated in a fimilar 
manner, and fimilar alluring promifes made, but to no 
purpofft 

John Went, aged '27 years, a haiiye :of Langham in 
EfTex, within the diocefe of London, was.configffcd by 
Dr. Story to the bifhop, after being examined on the fa- 
crament of the altar. He was treated exactly in the 
fame way, and the fame allurements held out, with no 
better effect. 5 on which he was condemned to fufferwith 
the reft, and committed to the cuftody of the fherifts. 

Ifabel Fofter, the wife of John Fofter, cutler iri St. 
Bride's parifli, Fleet Street, London, but a native of 
Grafeftock in Carlifle diocefe, aged 5$, was imprifoned 
for abfenting herfelf from their church, after various ex^ 
animations, was brought. to her final rone on the. fame 
15th of Jan. To the ulual interrogatories fhe refolutely- 
anfwered, that fhe would not go lrorn . her former an- 
fwers; and, on her periiftingitherein,: was in like man~ 
ner condemned. "i 

Joan Lafhford, alias Warne, a. native of Little St; 
Allhallows in Thames Street, London, who had.mini- 
ftered.to the wants of her father and mother in prifon, 
being then about 20 years of age, was firft imprifoned, 
on fufpicion of her religion, in the Poultry Compter 
for five weeks, and afterwards in. Newgate for fome 
months. On her examinations fhe was very pointed^ 
a gainft the popifh doctrines of the facrament of the al- 
confeffion, and abfolution ; and was fentenced to 
fofter with the reft. 

%? Hiftory of five Martyrs tvho were burnt at Canter- 
bury, at two Stakes in one Fire. 

•"THESE five martyrs fuffered for the truth of the 
■*• gofpcl at Canterbury on the 31ft day of January, 
wing one man, and four women, whofe names and ex- 
aminations here follow : 

John Lomas, of the parifh of Tenderden, a young 
ni anj Anne Albright; Joan Catmcr, of the parifh of 



Hith, wife of George Catmer, burned before; Agnes 
Snoth, widow, of the parifh of Smarden • Joan Sole, 
wife, of the parifh of Hbrton. . 

They were all interrogated in the fame way as the fe- 
ven whom we have juft noted; on confeffion and the fa- 
crament, on the 1 7th of January, but perfifting in their 
doctrines, with many fevere remarks on the doctrines 
and practices of the papifts, they were all condemned the 
next day. ... 

Thefe five perfons were burnt at two flakes in one 
fire, together at Canterbury, on the. 31ft of January 
following; who, when the fire was flamingabouttheireais, 
did fing pfalms. Whereat the good knight, fir John 
Norton, being there prefent, wept bitterly at the fight. 

■ The judges and other affiflants which fat upon her 
and the other four before . mentioned, were Richard 
Faucet, John Warren, John Mills, Robert Collins; and 
John Baker, the notary. 



The Hiftory of- the Reverend Paftoro/^ Prelate, THO- 
MAS CRANMER, Archbifhop of Canterbury, Mar- 
'< tyr, burnt at Oxford,/or the Confeffion fl/Chrift's true 
Doctrine, under Queen Mary, March 21, 1556. 

CONCERNING the life and eftate of that moft 
• reverend father in God, and worthy prelate of godly 
mcmory, : Thomas Cranmer, late archbifhop '■ of Can- 
terbury, and of the original caufe and occafion of his 
preferment unto his archiepifcopal dignity, Who'by many 
hath been thoughr to have procured the fame'by-friend- 
fhip only, and by fome others efteemed urfwbrthy of fo 
high a vocation : it is firft therefore to be noted and con- 
sidered, that the fame Thomas Cranmer, coming of an 
ancient parentage, from the conqueft to be deduced, and 
continuing fince in the name and family of a gentleman, 
was born in a village called Arfelacton, in Northa'mp- 
tonfhire, of whofe faid name •and family there remain- 
eth at this day the manor and maniion-houfe in Lincoln- 
fhire, called Cranmer-hall, &c. fometime the heritage 
of the faid ftock and family. He being from - his in- 
fancy- kept at fchool, and carefully brought up, from 
fchool he was fent unto the univerfity of -Cambridge, 
and there profpering in good knowledge among the bet- 
ter fort-of ftudents, was chofen fellow of Jefus-college 
in- Cambridge. And fo being mafte'r of arts, and fellow 
of the fame college, he married a gentleman's daughter, 
by which he loft and gave over his fellowfhip, and 
became a reader in Buckingham-college ; and becaufe 
he would with more diligence apply himfelf to his office 
of reading, he placed his faid wife in an inn, called the 
Doiphinj. in Cambridge, the woman of the hbufebeing 
a relation of ;her's.' By reafbn whereof, and his often 
going to fee his wife in that inn, he was much -noticed 
by fome popifh merchants : on this arofe the fianderous 
noife and report againlt him; after he was preferred to 
the archbifhopric of Canterbury, raifed up by the mali- 
cious difdain^of certain malignant adverfaries to Chrift 
and his*' truth, reporting abroad every where, that he 
was but an oftler, -and therefore deficient, in all good 
learning. Of whofe . malicious reports, . one : of theit 
practices in that behalf fhall hereafter be declared, as 
place and time fhall ferve. . 

But in the mean time to return to the matter prefent : 
while Mr. Cranmer. continued, as a reader in. Bucking- 
ham-college, his wife died : in child-bed. After .whofe 
death the mafters and fellows of Jefus-college, defirous 
again of their old companion, namely, for hf& eminent 
learning, chofe him again fellow of the fame College: 
Where he remaining at his ftudy, became in a few 
years after the reader of the divinity lecture in the fame 
college, and in fuch unrvcrfal eftirhation and reputation 
with the whole univerfity, that when doctor of divinity; 
he was commonly appointed one of the heads (which 
are two or three of the .molt learned men)' to examine 
fuch as yearly proceed in commencement, either bache- 
lors or doctors of divinity, . by whofe approbation the 
whole univerfity licenfed them ito proceed unto their 
degree, and again by whofe non-approbation the 
5 S univerfity 
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iiniverfity alfo rejected them for a time to proced, un- 
til they were better furniftied with knowledge. 

Now, Dr. Granmer, ever favouring the knowledge of 
the fcripture, would never permit any to proceed in 
divinity, unlefs they were fubftantially verfed in the 
hiftory of the bible j by means whereof certain friars 
and other religious perfons, who were principally 
brought up in the ftudy of fchool authors, without 
regard had to the authority of the fcriptures, were com- 
monly rejected by him ; fo that he was greatly, for that 
his feverc examination, by the religious fort much hatedj 
and had in great indignation } and yet it came to pafs 
in the end, that divers of them thus compelled to ftudy 
the fcriptures, became afterwards very well learned and 
well affected ; infomuch that when they became doctors 
bf divinity, they could not too much extol and com- 
mend Dr. Cranmer's goodnefs towards them, who for a 
time had put them back, to initiate themfelVes in better 
knowledge and perfection. Among whom Dr. Barret, 
a white friar, who afterwards dwelt at Norwich, was 
handled after that manner, giving him no lefs commen- 
nation for his happy rejecting of him for a better amend- 
ment. Thus much I repeat, that our apifti and popifli 
fort of ignorant priefts may well underftand, that this 
his exercife, kind of life, and vocation, was not altoge^ 
ther oftler-like. 

Well, to proceed ; as he was neither in fame un- 
known, nor in knowledge obfcure, he was very much 
folicited by Dr. Capon, to be one of the fellows in 
the foundation of cardinal Wolfey's college in Oxford, 
which he utterly refufed, not without danger of indig- 
nation. Notwithstanding he forefaw that which after 
happened, to the utter confufion of many well-affected 
learned men there, without confideration (becaufe 
man's glory was there more fought for than God's), he 
flood the danger of the faid- indignation, which turned 
out more profperoufly unto him within a few years after 
than he expected. While he thus continued in Cam- 
bridge, the great and weighty caufeof king Henry the 
Eighth's divorce with the lady Katherine Dowager of 
Spain, came into queftionj which being many ways for 
the fpace of two or three years amongft the canonifts, 
civilians, and other learned men, diverfly difputed and 
debated, it came to pafs that the faid Dr. Cranmcr, on 
account of the plague being in Cambridge, rcforted to 
Waltham- Abbey, to one Mr. Crefley's houfe there, 
whofe wife was a relation of the faid Dr. Cranmer. He 
had two fo'ns of the faid Mr. Crefley with him at Cam- 
bridge as his pupils ; he continued at Waltham-Crofs, 
at the houfe of the faid Mr. Crefley, with the faid two 
children, during the fummer-time while the plague 
reigned. 

During this fummer cardinal Campeius and cardinal 
Wplfey, being in commiflion- from the pope, to hear 
and determine that great caufe in controverfy .between 
the-king and the queen, his pretended wife, dallied and 
delayed all the fummer-time until the month of Auguft 
in hearing the faid caufe in controverfy debated. When 
Auguft was come, the* faid ■ cardinals. little minding to 
proceed to give fentence, took occafion to finiih their 
commiflion, and to determine no further therein, pre- 
tending that it was not permitted by the laws to keep 
courts of ecclefiaftical matters in harveft time : which 
fudden ftoppageand giving up of the faid commiflion by 
both the cardinals, unknown to the king, fo much en- 
raged him, that he taking it as a mock at the cardinals 
hands, commanded the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk 
to difpatch immediately home to Rome cardinal Cam- 
peius: and in hafte removed himfelf to Waltham for a 
night or two, while his houlhold removed to Green- 
wich: by this means it happened that the harbingers, 
Dr. Stephen Gardiner, fecretary, and Dr. Foxc, almo- 
ner, (who were the chief furtherers, preferrers,. and de- 
fenders on the king's behalf in the faid caufe;) to lodge 
in the houfe of the faid Mr. Crefley, where Dr. Cran- 
mer alfo lodged and refided. When fupper-time came, 
the three doctors met together $ Dr. Stephen Gardiner, 
and Dr. Foxe were very much furprifed at Dr. Cranmer's 
being there. He declared the caufe, namely, becaufe 
the plague was in Cambridge : as they were old acquain- 



[Q 1 M&ry,A.D.i ss6i 



tance, the fecretary and the almoner very well entertained 
Dr. Cranmer, intending to underfland' his opinion con 
cerning the great bufinefs they had in hand. And as 
this good occafion ferved, while they were at fupn cr 
they conferred with Dr. Cranmer concerning the king's 
caufe,. requefting him to give his judgment' and opinion 
of what he thought therein. 

Whereto Dr. Cranmer anfwered, That he could fay lj t 
tie to the matter, as he had not ftudicd or looked for it" 
Notwithftanding he faid, that in his opinion they made 
more ado in profecuting the ecclefiaftical law than need, 
edi It were better; as I think, faid Dr. Cranmer, that 
the queftion, Whether a man may marry his brother's 
wife, or no ? were difcuffed by the divines, and by the 
authority of the word of God, whereby the eonfeience 
of the prince might be better fatisfied: and quieted 
than thus from year to year . by unneceflary delays to 
prolong the time, leaving the very truth of the matter 
unfettled by the word of God; There is but one 
truth in it, which the fcripture will foon declare, make 
open and manifeft, being by learned men well handled 
and that may be as weil done in England in the univer- 
fitics here, as at Rome, or clfewhere in any foreign nation, 
the authority whereof will foon compel any judge to 
come to a definitive fentence : and therefore, as 1 take 
it, you might that way have made an end of this master 
long fince. When Dr. Cranmer had thus ended his 
tale, the other two liked well his device, and- wiflicd • 
they had proceeded fo before, and thereupon conceived 
fome matter of council to inftruct the king with, who 
was then thinking to fend to Rome again for a new 
commiflion. 

Now the next day, when the king removed to Green- 
wich, .recollecting in himfelf how he had been ufed by 
the cardinals, in thus deferring his caufe, his mind was 
very uneafy, and defirous to fee an end of this long and 
tedious fuit, he called unto him the two principal ma- 
nagers of his caufe, namely, Dr. Gardiner, and Dr. Fok, 
What now, my matters, faid the king, (hall we do in this I 
infinite caufe of mine? I fee there mull be a new com. 
million procured from Rome, and when we lhall have 
an end, God knoweth, and not I. 

When the king had declared fomewhat of his mind 
herein, Dr. Foxe, the almoner, faid to the king, we 
truft that there lhall be better ways devifed for yout 
majefty than to fend any more to Rome in your high- 
nefs'sxaufe, which by chance was put into our heads 
laft night at Waltham. The king being very defirous 
to. underftand his meaning, faid, Who hath taken in 
hand to inftruct you by a better or more expeditious me- 
thod bf proceeding in our faid caufe ? Then faid Dr. 
Foxe, We happened to lodge laft night at one Mr. 
Crefley's houfe in Waltham, your highnefs being there, 
where we met with an old acquaintance of. our's, 
named Dr. Cranmer, with whom having conference 
concerning your highnefs'.s caufe, he thought that the 
befl. way was; firft.to inftruct and quiet your majefty's 
eonfeience by trying ;your majefty's queftion by the word 
of God, and thereupon to proceed to a final fentence. 
With this report the fecretary was difpleafed with the 
almoner, becaufeJiihey did . not take the glory of this 
invention to themfclves. Andiwhen the fecretary endea- 
voured by colourable words to make it appear to the 
king that it was a project of. their own devifing, the 
king immediately cried out, Where is this Dr. Cranmer, 
is he ftill at Waltham ? . They anfwered, that they left 
him there. Then, faid the king, 1 will furely fpeak 
with. him, and there'fore.let him be fent for immediately. 
I perceive (faid the king) that that man hath found out 
the true mode of proceeding. And if 1 had known 
this device but two years ago, it had been a great faving 
of money to me, and extricated me out of much dif- 
quietude. 

Whereupon Dr. Cranmer was fent for, but having 
removed from Waltham to Cambridge, was going w 
fee his friends in Nottinghamftiire, when the port over- 
took him. But when he came to. London, he began to 
quarrel with his two acquaintances, that he through their 
means was thus troubled, and brought thither to be 
encumbered in a matter which he had not ftudicd, but 
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W as intirely unacquainted with : and therefore in-treated 
they would inftanriy go and "make his excufc in fuch a 
manner that he mighr be difpatched home again, and not 
be required to come irtto the king's prefence. They 
promifed, and rook the matter upon themfeives to do, if 
bvany means they could aceomplifhit. But. all was in 
vain : & e more theyexcufcd Dr. Cranmer's abfonce, 
the king infixed to have him brought into his pretence 
out of hand, fo that no excufe ferving, he was obliged 
imincdifltely to wait on the king at court, whom the 
gentle prince 1 benignly received, demanded his name, 
arid faid 'unto him, Were you not at Wakham at fuch a 
time, in thecompanyof my fecretary and my almoner? 
Dr. Cranmer cenfeffing the fame, the king faid again, 
Had you not conference with them concerningour mat- 
ter of divorce now in queftion after this fort ? repeating 
the mariner and order thereof. That is right true, if it 
pleafe your highnefs, quoth Dr. Cranmer. Weil, ( faid 
the king) -I well percei ve that you have the right fenfe of 
this matter. You muft underftand thar I have been 
long troubled in confeience, and now I perceive that by 
this means i might have been long ago relieved one way 
or other from the fame, if we had this way proceeded. 
And therefore, Mr; Doctor, I pray you, and neverthe- 
lefs becaufe you are a fu'bjedt, I charge and command 
you (ail your other bufiheis and affairs fet apart ) to take 
feme pains to fee thiB my caufe furthered according to 
your device, as much as if may lie in you, fo that 1 may 
fhortlv underftand whereunto I may truft. For this J 
proteft before God and the world, that I feek not to be 
divorced from the queen, if by any mean* I might juft-i 
lybe perfuaded that this our matrimony were inviolable, 
and not againft- the laws of God: for otherwife. there 
never was any other caufe to move me to feek any fuch 
extremity. Never was there a prinechad a more gentle, 
a more obedient loving companion and' wife than the 
queen is, nor did 1 ever fancy a woman in all refpedts 
better, if this doubt had not rifen ; alluring you that 
for (he Angular virtues wherewith the is indued, bcflde* 
the confederation of her noble family; I would be right 
well contented ftill to remain with her, if fo be it would 
Hand with the will and pleafure of Almighty God. And 
thus highly commending her marty tmd amiable quali-» 
ties, the king further faid, T therefore pray you with an 
indifferent eye, and with : a* much dexterity as in yoU ' 
lieth, that you will for your part forward this matter for 
the difcharging of both our coufciences. 

Dr. Cranmer unwilling by himfelf to meddle iw fa 
weighty an affair, be fought the king's highneft to com- 
mit the trial and examining of this matter by the word 
of God, unto the belt learned men of both bis univisr:. 
fitics, Cambridge and Oxford. You fpeak Well, faid 
the king, and 1 am content therewith. But ncverthe^ 
lefs, I will have you particularly to write vour mind 
thereon. And fo calling the earl of WiltfliiVe to him, 
faid, 1 pray you, my lord, let Dr. Cranmer have enter- 
tainment in your houfe at Durham-Place for a time, to 
the intent he may be there quiet to accomplifh my re- 
queff, and let him want neither books, nor any thing 
requifiteforhis ftudy. And thus after the king'sdepar- 
ture, Dr. Cranmer went with my lord of Wiltftn're 
unto his houfe, wherein he incontinently wrote his 
mind concerning the king's queftion: adding to the 
fame, befides the authorities of the fcriptures, of gene- 
ral councils, and of ancient Writers-, but alio his own 
opinion, which vvas this, That the' bifhop of Rome 
had no fuch authority, wherebv he might difpenfe with 
the word of God arid the fcripture. When Dr. Cran- 
mer had written this bookr, and committed it unto the 
k, ng, the king faid unto him, Will you ftand to this 
that you have here written before the bifhop of Rome ? 
That I will do, by God's grace, quoth Dr. Cranmer, 
» your majefty will' fend mc thither. Indeed, faid 
the king; 1 will fend you unto him in a furd ambaf- 
lage. . 

And thus by means of Dr. Cranmer's handling of 
this matter with the king, not only certain learned men 
werefent abroad to the moft part of the univerfities in 
J-hriftendoni, to difpute the queftion, but alfo the feme 
B «ngby commiffion difputed by the divines in both the 
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univerfities of Cambridge and Oxford, it was there con- 
cluded, That no fuch matrimony was by the word of 
God lawful. 

Whereupon 8 folemn ambaflage was then prepared 
and fent to the. bifhop of Rome, then being at Bonony 4 
wherein went the earl of Wilt (hi re. Dr. Cranmer, Dr; 
Stokefley, Dr. Carne, Dr. Bennct, and divers other 
learned men and gentlemen. 

And when the rime came that they fhould come 
before the bifhop of Rome to declare the caufe of their 
ambaflage, the bifhop litting on high in his cloth of 
ftatc, and in his rich apparel, with his fandals on his 
feet, offering,: as it were, his foot tp be kiffed by the' 
ambaffadors ;- the earl of Wiltfliire djfdaining thereat, 
flood ftill, and fhewed no countenance thereunto, fo 
that all the reft kept themfelves from this wicked idol- 
atry. 

However, one thing is not to be omitted here, as a 
prognosticate of our Separation from the fee of Rome, 
which then happened through a Spaniel which belonged 
to the earl of Wiltshire. For he having there a great 
fpanid .which- he brought with him out of England, 
it ftood between thfc earl and the bifllop pf Rome. 
And when, the faid bifhop, that fervent of tl)e fervajHs 
of God (as he in great humility ftiled himfeif), offered 
his foot to be kiffed, and while they flood fti.l{ and den 
clined it, the faid fpaniel feeing the foot fhining with 
gold and jewels, caught hold of i%, raking it to befome 
kind of repair, and bit it. ..The pope difdaining. the 
affront, in hafte pulled in that glorious foot, and kicked 
the dog with the other, while the Englishmen Smiled in 
their lleeves at the otnen. . The pontifical bifhop, Unit- 
ting his brows, demanded the caufe of their embafly. 
Which being declared, the earl of Wiitfhire delivered 
Cranmer's book to the pope; telling him withal, That 
there were learned men come along with him from Eng- 
land, who were ready to defend what was cpntained in 
that book, by the hoiy fcriptures, the councils, and the' 
writings tff the orthodox fathers, againft ail who ftwuld 
contradict, it. 

The pope: often prorhifed the ambaffador to appoint 
a day for the difpuiation: but it was q promife which 
b& never performed; by affedled delays fpinning out the 
time, as bis cardinals had before done. in England. So 
giving the ambaffadors moft honourable and court-like 
entertainment; and having made Cranmer (whom he 
either knew or fuppofed to be the author of that bopli 
concerning the king's marriage with Katharine) his 
penitentiary in England;. Ireland, and Wales ; being 
mighty, timorous, and equally afraid of the emperor, 
the French king, and our's, he durft not come to any 
refofution in a matter of fuch moment, but difmifled 
the affcmbly,- without determining, or even propofirig 
any thing about it. 

From hence, while the reft returned home, Cranmer 
by the king's private order, made the emperor and the 
princes of Germany in his way. At that rime theemr 
peror was engaged' in an expedition againft the Turks^ 
who were engaged in rhi f-iege of Vienna, the capital 
of Auftria. Whom When Cranmer attended, and afked 
him in the king's name, which of his domefticsor others 
that he knew would contradict him ? Cornelius Agrippa 
was mentioned ; a man" better verfed in the Secrets of 
philofbuhy than divinity. But he being eafily brought 
over to Cranmer's fide Of the queftion, did readily join 
in perfuading the other learned men' of tbc';c'rnpcror's 
retinue, not to oppofe- Cranmer; who, he faid, had 
brought the truth along with hjm. Therefore meeting 
with no oppofkion, he took his leave of the emperor. 
From whence taking a tour throughout Germany, he 
brought home with him to the king the opinions and 
judgment of the moft learned men there, as well in the 
univerfities; as in the courts of princes, »H agreeing with 
hi3 own. 

This matter thus- profprring on Dr. Cranmer's be- 
half, as well touching the king's' queftion, as concern- 
ing the invalidity of the pupe's authority, bifhop 
Warham, then archbifhop of Canterbury, 'departed this 
rranfkory life, Whereby that- dignity then being in the 
king's gift, was immediately given to Dr. Cranmer, as 
5 T worthy 
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worthy, for his good fervices, of fuch a pomotion. 
Thus much concerning the preferment of Dr. Cran- 
irier, and by what means he arrived at this dignity : 
hot by flattery, nor by bribes, nor by any other un- 
lawful means * which thing i more at large difcourfod, 
to (top the railing mouths of fuch, who being them- 
felves obfcure and unlearned, are not afhamed moft 
fcurriloufly to attack fo learned a man with the nick- 
name of oftler, whom, for his godly zeal to fincere re- 
ligion, they ought with humility to have had in regard 
and reputation. 

Now as concerning his behaviour and method of 
living towards God and the world, being now entered 
into his faid dignity, and forafmuch as' the apoftle St. 
Paul writing to two bifhops, Timothy and Titus, fetteth 
out unto us a perfect defcription of a true bifhop, with 
all the other properties and conditions belonging to the 
fame, unto which pattern it is rare in thefe ftrange days 
to find the image of any bifhop correfpondent ; yet, for- 
example's fake, let us take this archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, and try him by the rule thereof, to fee either 
how near he eometh to the defcription of St Paul, or 
elfe how far off he fwerveth from the common courfe of 
others in his rime, of his calling. The rule of St. Paul 
is found, i Tim. iii. alfo in his cpiftle to Titus, chap i. 
in thefe words: , 

" A bifhop muft be faultlefs, as becometh the minifter 
of God, not ftubborn, nor-angry, no drunkard, no fight- 
er, nor given to filthy lucre; but a lover of hofpitality, 
one that loveth goodnefs, fober-minded, righteous, holy, 
temperate, and fuch as cleaveth unto the true word and 
doctrine, that he may be able to exhort," &c. 

Unto this rule and touch-ftone, to lay now the life 
and converfatibn of this archbifhop, we will firft begin 
with that which is thus written. 

A Bijhop muft be faultlefs, as becometh the Minifter of God. 

As no man is without fin, and as every man carrieth 
about him his peculiar vice or failings ; yet neverthelefs 
the apoftle meaneth, that the bifhop and minifter muft 
be faultlefs in comparifon of the common converfation 
of men in the world, who feem to live more licentipufly 
at their own liberties and pleafures, than a bifhop or 
minifter ought to do, having fmall regard to the' giving 
of good example ; which a bifhop and minifter molt 
carefully ought to confider, left by his diflblute life the 
word of God be flandered and evil fpoken of ; to avoid 
which, and the better to accomplifh this precept of the 
apoftle, this worthy man gave himfelf to continual 
ftudy, ftridtly obferving the order that he in the urii- 
verfity commonly ufed, that is, to be by five o'clock in 
the morning at his book, and fo continuing in prayer 
and ftudy till nine: he then applied himfelf (if the 
prince's affairs did riot call him away) until dinner time 
to hear fuiters, and to difpatch fuch matters as apper- 
tained to his fpecial cure and charge, committing his 
temporal affairs, both of his houfhold and other foreign 
bufinefs, to his officers: Co that fuch things were never 
impediments either to his ftudy, or to his paftoral 
charge, which principally confiftcd in reformation of 
corrupt religion, and in fetting forth of true and fincere 
dodlrine. For the moft part always being in commif- 
fion, he aflbciated himfelf with learned men for fifting 
or bolting fomething or other for the advantage and 
profit of the church of England. By means whereof, 
and what for his private ftudy, he was never idle; be- 
fidea that, he accounted it no idle point to beftow an 
hour or two of the day in reading over fuch works and 
books as daily came from' beyond the feas. 

After dinner, if any fuiters were attendant, he would 
very diligently hear them, and difpatch them in fuch 
'an obliging manner, thar. every one admired and com- 
mended his lenity and gemlenefs, although the cafe re- 
quired that fometimes . divers of them were committed 
by him to prifon. And having no fuiters after dinner, 
for an hour, or thereabouts, he would play at chefs, or 
behold fuch as were at play. That done, then again 



to his ordinary ftudy, where he commonly ftood . (f e [ 
dom fat down) till five of the clock, which hour he 
bellowed in hearing the Common Prayer, and walking 
or ufing fome innocent recreation till fupper-rime. .Ac 
fupper, if he had no appetite (a& many .times he would 
not fupj, yet he would fit down at table, having his or- 
dinary provifion cf , hb mefs furnifhed with expedient 
company, he wearing his gloves , on his .hands, hecaufe 
he would, as it were, thereby wean himfelf from eatirnr 
of meat, but. yet entertaining, the company with fuch 
edifying difcourfe as did . much delight the hearers , f 0 
that by this means hofpitality was. well furnilhedj .^nd 
the almsrcheft well maintained for relief, of ;thc. poor. 
After, fupper he would fpend, at leaft, one.hour in walk- 
ing, or fome other harmlefs; paftime,.and then again till 
nine of the clock at h"iS:ftudy: fo that no hour of the 
day was fpent in vain', but the fame was fo beftowed, as 
tended to.the glory of <5od, the fervicc of the prince, or 
the advantage of the church. By all which he gained a 
good repott amongft men, fo that his converfation, in 
comparifon: with other men, fcemed to be faultlefs, as 
the. minifter of God. 

That .a Bi/bop ought not to be ftubborn. 

Sedondly, It is required, "That a bifhop ought not 
to be ftubborn." With which kind of vice, without 
great wjong, this archbifhop in. no wife ought to be 
charged; whofe nature was fuch> as none more gentle, 
or fooner won to; an honeft fuiti or purpofej efpecially 
fuch things,': wherein by his word, writing, counfel, or 
deed, he might gratify either gentleman or nobleman, 
or do good to any mean perfon, or elfe relieve the 
needy and poor. Only in caufes pertaining to God or 
his prince, no man more ftout, : more conflant, or more 
hard to be won; as in that part his earned defence in 
the parliament-houfe above three days together, in dis- 
puting againftthe fix articles of Gardiner's device, can 
teftify. And though the king would needs, have them 
upon fome politic confederation to go forward, yet he 
fo handled himfelf, as well in the parliament-houfe, as 
afterwards by writing, fo obediently, and with fuch 
humble behaviour towards his prince, protefting the 
caufe not to be his, but Almighty God's, who was 
the author of all truth, that the king did not only well 
like his defence (willing him to depart out, of the parlia- 
ment-houfe into the council whilft the act fhould pafs 
and be granted, for fafeguard of his confeience ; which 
he with humble proteftationrefufed, hoping that his.ma- 
jefty, in procefs of time, would revoke them again) ; 
but alfo after the parliament was finifhed, the king per- 
ceiving the zealous affection that the archbifhop bare 
towards the defence of his caufe, which many ways, 
by fcriptures and manifold authorities and reafons, he 
had fubftantially confirmed and defended, fent the lord 
Cromwell, then vicegerent, with the two dukes of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk, and all the lords of the parliament, 
to dine with him at Lambeth ; where it was declared by 
the vicegerent, and the two dukes, that it was the king's 
pleafure, that they all fhould, in his highnefs's behalf, 
ch'erifh, comfort,' and animate him, as one that for his 
trouble in that parliament, had fhewed himfelf both 
greatly learned, and alfo difcreet and wife, and there- 
fore they willed him not to be difcouraged for any thing 
that was paffed contrary to his allegations. He moft 
humbly thanked the king's majefty for his great good- 
nefs towards him, and them for all their pains, faying, 
I hope in God, that hereafter my allegations and autho- 
rities (hall take place to the glory of God and the ad- 
vantage of the realm; in the meantime I will fatisfy 
myfeif with the honourable confent of your honours, 
and the whole parliament. 

Hete it is to be noted, that thifr man's (tout . and goal)' 
defence of the truth herein fo bound the prince's con- 
feience, that he. would not permit the truth in that man 
to be clean overthrown with authority and power ; and 
therefore this way God working in the prince's minft 
a plain token was declared hereby, that all things were 
not fo fincerely handled in the confirmation of the ww 
fix articles as they ought to have been, for elfe the pr> n " 
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• ht have had a jutt caufe to -have borne his great in- 
dention towards the archbifhop. Let us pray that 
the like ftoutnefs may be perceived in all ecclefiaftical 
!nd learned men, where the truth ought to be defend- 
d and alfothe like relenting and flexibility may take 
c . ' ' j n princes and noblemen, when they (hall have 
Mcafion offered to manifeft the fame, fo that they ut- 
terly overwhelm not the truth by fclf-will, power, and 
authority. Now in the end this archbilhop's conftancy 
fuch towards God's caufe, that he confirmed all his 
doings by bitter death in the fire, without refpedt of any 
worldly treafure or pleafure. And as concerning his 
ftoutnefs in his prince's caufe, the contrary refiftance of 
the duke of Northumberland againft him proved right 
well his good mind that way ; which chanced by reafon 
that he would not confenc unto the diffolving of" chan- 
tries, until the king came of age, to the intent that 
they might then better ferve to furnifti his royal eftate, 
than to have fo great treafure confumed in his nonage. 
Which ftoutnefs, joined with fuch fimplicity, furely 
was thought by divers of the council a thing incredible, 
cfpecially in fuch fort to Contend with him, who was fo 
accounted in this realm, as few or none would or durft 
withftand him. _ 
So dear to him was the caufe of God, and of his 
prince, that for. the one he would not keep his confei- 
ence clogged, nor for the other lurk or hide his head. 
Otherwife (as it is faid) his very enemies might eafily 
intreat him in any caufe reafonable ; fo that he was al- 
together free from the vice of ftubbornnefs, and rather 
culpable of over-much facility and gentlenefs. 

No: angry. 

Then followeth, Not angry. Surely, if over-much 
patience may be a vice, this man may feem to offend 
rather on this fide than on the contrary. Albeit for 
all his doings I cannot fay : for the moft part fuch was 
his mortification that way, that few we {hall find in 
whom the faying of our Saviour Chrift fo much pre- 
vailed as with him, who would not only have a man to 
forgive his enemies, but alfo to pray for them; that 
leflbn never went out of his memory. It was known 
that he had many cruel enemies, nor for his own de- 
ferts, but. only for the fake of his religion : and yet 
whofoever he was that fought his hindrance, either in 
goods, eftimation, and life, or upon conference would 
feem ever fo flenderly to relent and excufe himfelf, he 
would both forget the offence, and ever afterwards fa- 
miliarly entertain the offender: infomuch that it be- 
came a common proverb, "Do unto my lord of Can- 
terbury a difpleafure, or a fhrewd turn, and then you 
maybe fure to have him your friend whilft he liveth." 
Of which his gentle difpofition in abftaihihg from re- 
venge, amongft many examples thereof, 1 (hall repeat 

It happened, an ignorant prieft and parfon in the 
north parts, (the town is hot now in remembrance, but 
he was kinfman to one Cherfey, a grocer in London ; 
being one of thofe priefts that ufed more to ftudy at 
the alehoufe, than in his chamber) to fit on a time 
with his honeft neighbours at the alehoufe in his own 
parifti, where they were talking in the praifc of my 
lordCranmer, archbifliop of Canterbury : and this prieft 
envying his name only for religion's fake, faid. to his 
neighbours, " What make you of him, he was but an 
ofller, and hath no more learning than the goflins that 
go yonder on the green," with fuch like flanderous and 
uncomely words. His honeft neighbours not much 
liking: his irreverent fpecch, articled againft him, and 
fent their complaint to the lord Cromwel, then vice- 
gerent inxaufes ecclefiaftical, who fent for the prieft, 
and committed him to the Fleet, intending to have 
made him recant thofe flanderous words publicly at 
Paul's Crols. However the lord Cromwell, haying 
great affairs of the prince then in hand, forgot his pri- 
foner in the Fleet: fo that the faid Cherfey, the grocer, 
underftanding that his kinfman was in confinement, 
only for fpeakirig words againft my lord of Canterbury, 
tonfulted with the prieft, and between them devifed to 
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apply rather to the archbifliop for his deliverance, than 
to the lord Cromwel, before whom he was accufed : 
well know.ing the difference of their tempers, the one 
gentle and full of clemency, the other fomcwhar more 
fevere and rigid, • cfpecially againft' a pa pill ; fo that 
Cherfey took upon him firft to try my lord of Carirer- 
bcry's benignity, inafmuch as his coufin's offence was 
only againft him, and none other. Whereupon the faid 
Cherfey came to one of the archbilhop's gentlemen 
(whofe father bought all his fpices and fruit of the faid 
Cherfey,, and fo thereby of familiar acquaintance, with 
the gentleman), and acquainted him with the trouble 
his kinfman was in, defiring him to be a- means to. my 
lord his mafter, to hear his fuit in the behalf of his 
kinfman. 

The matter was moved. The archbifhop, >Iike a 
good-natured man, would never fhew himfelf ftrange 
to the meaneft petitioner : he immediately fent for the 
faid Cherfey, who appearing before him, declared, that 
there was a kinfman , of his in the Fleet, a prieft of the 
north country, and as I may tell your grace the truth 
(quoth Cherfey) a man of fmall civility and of lefs 
learning: and yet he hath a . parfonage there, which 
now (by reafon that my lord Cromwell 'lhath laid him 
in prifon) being in his cure, is unferved, and he hath 
continued in durance above two months, -and is called 
to no anfwer, and knows not when , he .(hall come to any 
end ; fo that this imprifonmcnt confumeth his fubftance, 
and will utterly undo him, unlcfsyour grace be his good 
lord. 

1 know not the man, faid the archbifhop, nor what 
he hath done why he fhould be thus in trouble. 

Said Cherfey again, He only hath offended againft 
your grace, and againft no man ' elfe, as may well be 
perceived by the articles objecled againft him; the copy 
whereof the faid Cherfey "then exhibited to the faid 
archbifhop of Canterbury ; who w : ell perufing the faid 
articles, faid, This is the common talk of all the igno-. 
rant popifh priefts in England againft me. Surely, faid 
he, I was never made privy to this accufation, and of 
his confinement I never heard before this time. Not- 
withftanding, if there. be nothing elfe to charge him 
withal againft the prince or any of the council, I will, 
at your requeft, take order with him, and <fend him 
again to his cure to do his duty ; and fo thereupon fent 
his ring to the warden of the Fleet, defiring him to 
fend the prifoner unto him, with his keeper, -in the 
afternoon. 

When the keeper had brought the prifoner at the 
hour appointed, and Cherfey had well inftrucled "his 
coufin in any wife to fubmit to the archbifhop, confeffing 
his fault, whereby that way he fhould moft eafily have 
an end, and win his favour : the parfon was carried into 
the garden at Lambeth, and there the archbiihop fitting 
under the vine, demanded of the parfon what was the 
caufe of his confinement, and who committed him to 
'the Fleet. The parfon anfwer'ed and faid, that the 
lord Cromwell fent him thither, for that certain malici- 
ous parifhioners of his parifti had wrongfully accufed 
him of words which he never fpake nor meant. Cher- 
fey hearing his foolifh coufin fo far out of the way from 
his former inftruftion, faid. Thou daftardly dolt and 
varlet, is this thy-promife thou madeft to me? Are 
there not, a great number of thy honeft neighbours' 
hands againft thee, to prove thee a liar? - Surely, my 
lord, (quoth Cherfey) it is a pity to do him good. I 
am fon y I haye troubled your grace thus far with him. 

Well, faid the archbifliop unto the.parfon, if you have 
not offended me, 1 can do you no good : for I am. in- 
treated to help one out of trouble that hath offended 
againft me. If my lord Cromwell hath committed you 
to prifon wrongfully, that lieth in himfelf- to amend, 
and not in me. If your offence only hath touched me, 
1 will heboid to do fome what , for your friend's fake 
here. If yo.u have not offended againft me, then have 
I nothing.to do with you, but that you may go and 
remain from whence, you came. - . . 

Hereupon his kinfman Cherfey niadc a great ado with 
him, calling him all kinds of opprobrious names ! Jn 
the end my lord of Canterbury feeming to rife and go 
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his ways, the prieft fell on his knees, and faid, I befeech 
your grace to forgive me this offence, affuring your grace 
thar I fpake thofe words being drunk and not well ad- 
vifed. 

Ah, faid my lord, this is fomewhat, and yet it is no 
pood excufc : for drunkennefs always uttereth that which 
V-et h hid in the heart of man when he is fober, allcdg- 
in<* a text or two out of the fcriptures concerning the ji 
vice of drunkennefs, which comeih not now to remcm- 

Now therefore (faid the archbifhop) that you acknow- 
ledge fomewhat your fault, I am content to commune 
with you, hoping that you are at this prefent of an in- 
different fobriety. Tell me then, quoth he, did you 
ever fee me, or were you ever acquainted with me be- 
fore this day ? 

The pricll anfwered and faid, that he never faw his 
rrrace in his life. Why then, faid the archbifhop, what 
occafion had von to call me an oftler, and that I had 
not fo much learning as the goflins which then went 
upon the green before your face ? If I have no learn- 
ing, you may now iry it, and be out of doubt thereof: 
therefore, 1 pray you, examine me, either in grammar, or 
in other liberal fciences, for I have at one time or other 
tailed partly of them. Or elfe if you are a divine, fay 
fomewhat that way. 

The prieft being amazed at my lord's familiar talk, 
anfwered and faid, I befeech your grace to pardon me. 
I am altogether unlearned, and underftand nor the La- 
tin tongue, but very (Imply. My only ftudy hath been 
to Dy my fervicc and mafs, fair and deliberate, which I 
can do as well as any prieft in the county where I dwell, 
1 thank God. 

Well, faid my lord, if you will not examine me, I 
will make bold to try you, and yet as eafilyas I can de- 
vife, and that only in the ftory of the Bible now in En- 
glifli, in which 1 fuppofc you are daily excrcifed. Tell 
me therefore who w as king David's father, faid my lord. 
The prieft Hood (till paufing a while, and faid. In good 
faith, my lord, I have forgotten his name. Then faid 
my lord again to him, If you cannot tell that, I pray 
you tell me then, who was Solomon's father? The fool - 
ifh prieft, without all consideration of what was demand- 
ed of him before, madeanfwer, Good my lord, bear with 
me, 1 am no further feen in the Bible, than is daily read 
in our fervice in the church. 

Then the archbifhop faid, This my queftion maybe 
found well anfwered in your fervice. But I now well 
perceive, howfoever you have judged heretofore of my 
learning, Cure I am that you have none at all. But 
this is the common practice of all you that be ignorant 
and fuprrflitious priefts, to (lander, back-bite, and 
hate all fuch as are learned and well affected towards 
God's word and finccre religion. Common reafon 
might have taught you what an unlikely thing it was, 
and contrary to all manner of < reafon, that a prince hav- 
ing two univerfities within his realm of well learned 
men, and defirous to be refolved of as doubtful a queftion 
as in thefe many years the like was not moved within 
Chriftendom, (hould be driven to that neccffity for the 
defence of his caufe to fend out of his realm an oftler, 
being a man of no better knowledge than a goflin, 
in an embaffy to anfwer all learned men, both in the 
court of Rome, and the emperor's court, in fo difficult 
a queftion as touching the king's matrimoy, and the 
divorce thereof. I fay, if you were men of any rcafon- 
able consideration, you might think it both unfeemly 
and uncomely for a prinee fo to do. But look, where 
malice reigneth in man, there reafon can take no place : 
and therefore I fee by it, that you all are at a point, that 
no reafon or authority can perfuade you to favour my 
name, who never meant evil to you, but both your ad- 
vantage and profit Howbeit, God amend you all, for- 
give you, and fend you better minds. 

With thefe words the prieft feemed to weep, and 
defired. his grace to pardon hU fault and frailty, fo.that 
by this means he might return to his cure again, and he 
would certainly recant thofe foolifh words before his 
parifhioners, as foon as he cam: home, and would be- 
come a new man. Well, f»ki the arc-hbiinop. fo had 



you need : and giving him a godly admonition to for- 
bear haunting the alehoufe, and to beftow his time 
better in the continual reading the fcriptures, he dif. 
miffed him from the Fleet. 

The lord Cromwell, perceiving within a fortnight 
after that his prifoner was fent home without any open 
punifhmenr, came to Lambeth to the. archbifliop, and, 
in a great heat, faid to him, My lord, I underftand that 
you have difpatched the northern prieft home again, 
that I of late fent to the Fleet for railing againir you] 
and calling you an oftler. 

Indeed I have done fo, faid the archbifhop, for that 
in his abfencc the people of his cure wanted their di- 
vine fervice. It is very devout divine fervice that he 
faith, quoth the lord Cromwell : it were more meet for 
him to be an oftler than a curate, who flicked not to call 
you an oftler. But I thought fo much what you would 
do; and therefore 1 would not tell you of his knavery 
when I fent him to prifon. Howbeit, henceforth, they 
(hall cut your throat before that 1 fay any thing more to 
them on your behalf. Why, what would you havedone 
with him? quoth the archbilhop; there was nothing 
laid to his charge, other than words, fpoken againfl mc, 
and now the man hath repented, and is well reconciled, 
and hath been at great charges in prifon : it is time 
therefore that he were rid out of his trouble. Well, 
faid my lord Cromwell, 1 meant that he fhould have 
preached a recantation at Paul's crofs, before he had 
gone home. That had been well done, quoth the arch- 
bifliop, for then you would have all the world to won- 
der at me .as well as at him. Well, well, faid lord 
Cromwell, we (hall bear fo long with thefe popilh 
knaves, that at length they will bring us indeed to be 
wondered at of all the world. 

This example among others ferveth to declare, that 
there remained fmall defire of revenge in the faid arch- 
bifhop. But what fhould I fay more? His quictnefs 
and mortification this way was fuch, that it is reported 
by all that knew, him, that he never raged fo far with, 
any of his houfhold fcrvants as once to call the nieancft 
of. them varlet or knave in anger, much Iefs to.rcprovs 
a ftranger with any reproachful words. Much unlike, 
in this part to the property (as it fcemcth), of foma 
other inferior bifhops of this realm, which have not 
fparcd to fly in the faces, to pluck off the beards, to 
burn the hands, to beat and fcourge with rods. the 
bodies of gentlemen, both married men and others, 
having almoft nothing elfe in their mouths, but fools 
and knaves, &c. and yet after all this, think thcmfelvcs 
good perfect bifhops, after the rule which followeth,and 
faith, '■ . 

No- Striker, no Fighter. 

From which kind of vice, the nature of this archbi- 
fhop was fo far off, as was. his doctrine which heprofeff- 
ed, and death which he iuffered, far from all condition 
and example of blind popery. After: thd prohibition of 
thefe forcfaid vices, fuccecdeth the mother of all good 
virtues neceffarily required of all chrillians, ' ; but chiefly 
of 1 fpiritual prelate ; which is, 

Not given to filthy Lucre. 

The contrary whereof was fo odious unto St; Paul, 
that he e'fteemed the fame no Iefs than a kind, of idola- 
try, in that ir makcth men forget their dury.to God.fo 
far, and inllead of him to worlhip their treafure. li°» 
little this prelate we fpeak- of was. infected: by. this vice, 
and how he uas no niggardj all .kind of people that 
knew him,, as .well learned beyond: the. feas.and.on.this 
fide, to wham yearly he gave in exhibition great fum» 
of money, as ochcrs, botlv gentlemen, mean/ men, a™ 
poor men, who had im their ncceffity that which he 
could conveniently fparfr, lend, or make, can. well -tefli' 
fy. And albeit fuch was his liberality to all .forts pi 
men, that no man did lack whom he could do for; either 
in giving or-lcnding ; yet; neverthclcfsj fuch was- agaij! 
his circumfpedtion, that, when he was apprehended a B( * 
committed to the Tower by queen Mary, hc:owed. "° 
man living apenny, that couldxir; would, . demand; a n ? 
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of him, but fatisfied every man to the uttermoft ; where- 
as fcve'ral fums were owing him by di vers perfons, which 
bv breaking their bills and obligations he freely forgave 
them, and fupprefled before his attainder. 

A Lover of Hofpilality. 

Touching his hofpitality, fo little was this property 
lacking in him, that fome men difliking the fame, 
thought it rather a houfe of too much lavifhing and un- 
profitable cxpence. But as nothing can be fo well done, 
which by others fhall not be maligned and detracted ; 
fo neither did this man want his .accufers, fome finding 
fault with his great prodigality, fome on the contrary 
complaining of his fcanty houfe-keeping, and ftricf 
otder, much beneath his revenues and calling. It fliould 
be co'nfidered, the time wherein he ferved ; which was 
when reformation of religion firft began to be advanced. 
Then the whole weight and care of the fame chiefly de- 
pended upon him. During which feafon almoft for the 
fpaceof fixteen years together, he entertained a number 
both of learned men and comtniflioners, from time to 
time appointed for deciding ecclefiaftical affairs. 

For the relief of the poor, impotent, fick, and fuch 
as came from the wars at Bullen, and other parrs be- 
yond the feas, he provided, befides his manfion-houfe 
at Beckilborn, in Kent, the parfonage barn well fur- 
niflied with certain lodgings for the fick and wounded 
foldiers. To whom were alfo appointed the almoner, 
a phyfician, and a furgeon to attend upon them, and to 
drefs and cure fuch as were not able to go home to their 
own countries, having daily from the bifliop's kitchen 
hot broth and meat ; for otherwife the common alms of 
the houfhold was beftowed upon the poor neighbours of 
thefliire. And when any of the impotent did recover 
and were able to travel, they had convenient money to 
bear their charges, according to the number of miles 
from that place diftant. And this good example of 
mercy and liberal benignity, I thought here fie not 
in filcnce to be fupprefled, whereby others may be 
moved, according to their vocation, to walk in the 
fteps of no lefs liberality, than in him in this behalf 
appeared. 

One that lovelh Goodne/s, fober-minded, righteous, holy, 
and temperate. 

As concerning thefe qualities, the bufinefs of his 
life before joined with his benign and gentle difpofuion, 
do teltify that he could not be void of thefe virtues 
reigning in him, which was fo abundantly adorned with 
the other, as we have before declared. 

To cleave f aft unto the true Word of Dofirive, that he may 
be able 'to exhort zvitb zvhotefome Learning, and to reprove 
them that fay again/l it. 

Then concludeth St. Paul with the moll excellent 
virtue of all others to be wifhed in a prelate of the 
church. For if he be void of thefe gifts and graces, 
lie is worthy of no commendation, neither (hall he de- 
ferve the name of a bifbop, if either for dread or 
rcward, affection or favour, he fwerve from the truth. 
The conftancy of this worthy archbifliop never fhrunk 
from any norm ; but was fo many ways tried, that 
neither the fear nor favour of his prince, nor any other 
refpect could alienate or change his purpofe, grounded 
upon that infallible doctrine of the gofpel. 

At the time of letting forth the fix articles, this arch- 
bifliop was the man, and the only man that oppofed 
them, and difputed with the whole parliament three 
days together again ft them. Infomuch that the king, 
w ho could not miflike his reafons, and yer would needs 
have the articles pafs, required him to abfent himfelf for 
a time out of the chamber while the act fhnuld pafs, 
and fo he did ; and foon after tjie king few all the lords 
to Lambeth to comfort and chcar up his heart, that he 
""fiht not be difcouniged. 

After the a| prehenfion of the lord Ci yrmvcll, the ad- 
wiaries of the gofpel thought all things fure on their 



own fide, and appointed ten or twelve bifhops, and 
other learned men, to come to the archbifliop of Can- 
terbury for the clt.iblifhing of certain articles, which 
the papifts then thought to enforce againft the faid arch- 
bifliop, who flood alone againft them all in defence of 
the truth ; confequently certain of the council, by the 
enticement and provocation of his old enemy the bi- 
fhopof Winchefter, and others of the fam " 



that it was dangerous for his highnefs farther to permit 
it unrcformcd, left peradventure by long fuffering, fuch 
contention ftiould arife, as might incur horrible com- 
motions and uproars, as was the cafe in fome parts of 
Germany not long ago. The enormity whereof they 
could not impute to any fo much as to the archbifliop 
of Canterbury, who by his o"n preaching, and his 
chaplains, had filled the realm with divers and per- 
nicious heretics. The king would needs know his ac- 
cufers. They anfwered, forafmuch as he was a. coun- 
fellor no man durft take upon him to accufe him : but 
if it would pleafe his highnefs to commit him to the 
touer for a time, there would be accufations and proofs 
enough againft him: for otherwife, juft teftimony and 
witnefs againft him would not appear, and therefore 
your highnefs (faid they) mufi needs give us the coun- 
fel, liberty and leave to commit him to prifon. 

The king perceiving the importunate fuit againft 
the archbifliop, (but yet meaning not to have him 
wronged and utterly given over into their hands) granted 
unto them that they fliould the nest day commit him 
to the Tower for his trial. When night came the king 
fent fir Anthony Deny about midnight to Lambeth 
to the archbifliop, willing him forthwith to refort unto 
him at the couit. The mcflagc done, the archbifliop' 
fpeediiy addreffed himfelf at the court, and coming 
into the gallery where the king walked and tarried for 
him, his highnefs i'aid, Ah, my lord of Canterbury, I 
can tell you news. For divers weighty confederations it' 
is determined by me and the council, that you to-mor-' 
row, by nine of the clock, fliould be committed to the 
Touer, for that you and your chaplains (as information 
is given us) have taught and preached, and thereby 
fown within the realm, fuch a number of execrable 
herefies, that it is feared, the whole realm being infected 
with them, no final! contentions and commotions will 
arife thereby i'mong my fubjeels, as of late days the 
like was in divers parts of Germany : and therefore the 
council have rcquefted me, for the trial of the matter, 
to fuiferthem to commit you to the Tower, or elfe no 
man dare come forth, as witnefs in thefe matters, you 
being a counfellor. 

When the king had fpoke his mind, the archbifliop 
kneeled down, and faid, 1 am content, if it pleafe your 
grace, with all my heart, to go thither at your high- 
nefs's commandment, and I moft humbly thank your 
majefty that ] may come to my trial; for there be thofe 
that have many ways flandered me, and now by this 
way I hope to clear myfclf of fuch report. 

The king perceiving the man's uprightnefs, joined 
with fuch fimplicity, faid, O Lord ! what manner of 
man be you! what fimplicity is in you! I thought 
that you would rather have fued to us to have taken the 
pains to kave heard you and your accufers together'for 
your trial, without any fuch impriibnment. Do you 
not know what ftate you be in with the whole world, 
and how many enemies you have?" Yet notwithstand- 
ing, to-morrow when the council fliall fit, and fend for 
you, refort unto them, and if, in charging you with this 
matter, they do commit you to the Tower, require of 
them, (becaufc you are one of them, a counfellor) that 
you may have your accufers brought before them with- 
out any further confinement, and ufe for yourfelf as good 
arguments that way as \ou maydevife; and if no in- 
treaty or reafonable requeft will ferve, then deliver unto 
them this my ring (which then the king delivered unto 
the archbifliop), and fay unto them, If there be no re- 
medy, my lords, but that I muft needs go to the Tower, 
then I revoke my caufe from you, and appeal to the 
king's own perfon, by this his token unto you all ; for 
5 U (faid 
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(faidlhe king to the archbifhop) as foon a* they fhall 
fee this my ring, they will know it fo well, that they 
fhall underftand that I have refumed the whole cauie 
iuto mine own hands and determination* and that L have 
difcharged them thereof. . 

The archbifhop perceiving the king's benignity fo 
muchtowards, him, had much ado to forbear tears and 
humbling himfelf with thanks, took his leave of his 
majefty for that night. 

On the morrow about nine of the clock before noon, 
the council fent a gentleman-uflier for the archbifhop, 
who, when he came to the council-chamber door, could 
not be let in but was compelled there to wait among 
the pages, lacquies, and ferving men. Dr. Butts the 
king's phyfician, referring that way, and feeing how 
mybrdof Canterbury was ufed, went immediately to 
the king's hisrhnefs, and faid, May it pleafe your grace, 
my lord of Canterbury is well promoted : for he is now 
become a footman : yonder he hath flood this half hour 
at the council-chamber door amongft them. Sure it is 
not fo ! (quoth the king) the council hath not fo little 
difcretion as to ufe the metropolitan of all the realm in 
that manner, efpecially being one of their own number. 
But let him alone (faid the king), you fhall hear more 

called into the.council- 



At laft the archbifhop 
chamber, to whom was alledged, as before is rcheariea. 
The archbifhop anfvvered as the king had before ad- 
vifed him j and in the end, when he perceived that no 
manner of perfuafion or intreaty could ferve, he deliver- 
ed the king's ring, revoking his caufe into the King s 
hands. At this the whole council were much amazed ; 
they all arofe, and carried the king his ring, furren- 
dering the matter, as the order and cuftom was, into 
his own hands. , . . , 

Now when the king's highnefs had thus benignly and 
mercifully difpatched the faid archbifhop from this fore 
accufation by the council laid agamft him, all wife men 
would have thought that it had been mere folly after- 
wards to have attempted any matter againft him : but 
yet look where malice reigneth, there neither reafon 
nor honefty can take place. Such therefore as had 
conceived deep rancour and d.fpleafure againft him 
ceafed not to pctfecute him by a 1 poffible means. Then 
brought they againft him a new kind of accufat.on, and 
caufed fir John Goftwike, knight, a man of a contrary 
relieion, to aecufe the archbifhop openly in the parha- 
rncnt-houfe, laying to his charge his fermons preached 
£ Sandwich, and his lectures read at Canterbury 
wherein fhould be contained manifeft herefies againft 
the facramcnt of the altar, &c. 

After further vain attempts, his enemies dcvifed that 
not only the prebendaries of his cathedral church in 
Canterbury, but alfo the moft famous juftices of the 
peace in the fhire fhould aecufe h.m and article againft 
Shn; which in very deed was moft fubftantially brough t 
Z paYs, and the articles both well written and fubfcribed 
Were delivered to the king's highnefs, who, when he had 
pemfed the book, wrapt it up and put it ,n ,h.s fleeve; 
and finding occafion to folace himfel upon the Thames, 
eame with his barge, furnifhed with his muficians, 
S ^Lambeth Jridge towards Chelfca. The noife 
of the muficians brought the archbifhop to the bridge 
to do his duty, and falute his pnnce. Ah, my chaplain 
(faid the king to the archbifliop), come into the barge 
to me. The archbifhop told his highnefs that he would 
take his own barge, and wait on his majefty. No, faid 
the king, you rnuft come into my barge, for I want to 

Wl Whei *e' king and the archbifhop were both 
together alone in the barge, the king faid to the 
archbifliop, I have news out of Kent for you rny 
lord. The arch-bifhop anfwered, Good I hope, 
if it pleafe your highnefs. Marry, quoth taking, it 
is fo good that 1 now know the greatelt heretic in Kent, 
and with that pulled the book of arti? cs out of his 
fleeve aaainft both the archbifhop and his preachers, 
and gave the book to him, defiring him to perufe the 
fame. When the archbifhop had read the articles and 
faw himfelf fo uncourtcoufly handled of his own church 



whereof he was head:, I mean the prebendaries of his 
cathedral, and of fuch his neighbours as he had many 
ways gratified, I mean the juftices of the peace, it 
much grieved him. Notwithftanding.he kneeled down 
to the king, and befought his majefty to grant out a 
commiffion to whomfoevcr it pleafed. his highnefs, f or 
them to try out the truth of this accufation. In very 
deed, faid the king, 1 do mean fo to' do, and you your, 
felf fliall be chief commiffioner, to adjoin to you fuch 
two or three more as you fhall think good yourfclf. 
Then it will be thought, quoth the archbifliop, that it 
is not fair and impartial that I fhould be my own judge 
and my chaplains alfo. Well, faid the king, 1 w j|| 
have none other but yourfelf, and fuch as you will 
appoint: for I am fure that you will not halt with me in 
any thing, although you be driven to aecufe yaurfelf, 
and I know partly how this aft'iir proceedetb, and if 
you handle the matter wifely, you fhall find a pretty 
confpiracy devifed againft you. Whom will you have 
with you, faid the king ? Whomfoeyer it fkill pleafe 
your grace to name, quoth the archbifhop. - 1 will ap- 
point Dr. Belhoufe fot one, name you the other, faid 
the king, meet for that purpofe. , My chancellor, Dr. 
Cox, and Huffcy, my regifter, faid the archbifhop, are 
men expert to examine fuch troublefome matters. 
Well, faid the king, let there be a commiffiorr made 
forth, and oire of hand get you into Kent, and advertife 
me of your doings. 

They came into Kent, and there they fat about three 
weeks to find out who was the firft occafion of this ac- 
cufation, for thereof the king would chiefly be informed. 
Now the" inquifition being begun by the commilTioners, 
every man fhrunk in his horns, and no man would con- 
fefs any thing to the purpofe. For Dr. Cox and. Huf- 
fey, being friendly to the papifis, handled the matter ft), - 
that they would permit nothing material to come to 
light. This thing being well perceived by the iirch- 
bifhop's fecretary, he wrote immediately ro Dr. Buts 
and Mr. Deny, declaring, that if ihe king did not fend 
fome other to affift my lord, than thofe that then were 
there with him, it were impqffible that any thing fhould 
come to light : and therefore wifhed that Dr. Lee, or 
fome other fpirited man that had been exercifed in the 
king's cccleliaftical affairs in his vifitations, might be 
fent to the archbifhop. Upon thefe letters, Dr. Lee 
was fent for to court by the king, and having the king's 
mind farther declared unto him when he came to court, 
he departed immediately into Kent, fo that on All- 
hallow-evc he delivered to the archbifhop the king's ring, 
with a declaration of his highnefs's farther difpleafure: 
and after his mefiagc was delivered, he advifed the 
archbifhop to name him a dozen or fixteen of his offi- 
cers and gentlemen, fuch as had both difcretion, wit, 
and penetration, to whom he gave in commifTion from 
the king, to fearch both the purfes, chefts, and chani- 
bers of all thofe that were deemed or fufpecled to bt 
of this confederacy, both within the cathedral church 
and without, and fuch letters and writings as they 
could find about them, to bring them to the archbifliop 

Thefe men thus appointed, went in one hour and 
inftant to all the houfes and places they were appointed 
to; "and within four hours afterwards the whole conlpi- 
racy was difclofed by finding of letters, fome from the 
bifhop of Wincheftcr, fome from Dr. London, at Ox- 
ford, and from juftices of the ftiire; with others; W 
that the firft beginning, the proceeding, and «™ 
fhould have been the end of their confpiracy, was no* 
made manifeft. Certain • chambers and chefts of gen- 
tlemen of the (hire were alfo fcarched, where likewM 
letters were found tending to this .purpofe. Amonyi 
others, two letters came to my lord's hands, the o« 
wrote by the fuftragan of Dover, and the other by u<- 
Barber, a civilian, whom the archbifhop continiu"; 
retained in his houfe for the expedition of matters in 
fuit before him, as a counfcllor in the law, when new 
required. Thefe two men being well promoted by 
archbifliop, he ufed ever in fuch familiarity that when 
the fuffragan, being prebendary of Canterbury, cam 
to him, be always had him at his own mefs, and w 
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other never from his table, as men in whom he had j 
much delight and comfort, in any cafe of care and pen- 
fivenefs. But that which they did was altogether coun- 
terfeit, for they were both of this confederacy. , 

When my lord had gotten thefe their letters into his 
hands, he one dayi when the fuffragan happened to 
come to him at his houfe at Bckifburn, called him into 
his ftudy along with Dr. Barber, faying, Come your 
wavs with me, for I muft have your advice in a matter. 
When they were both with him in his ftudy, he faid to 
them, You two are men in whom I have had much con- 
fidence and truft; you muft now give me fome good 
counfel, for I am fhamefully abufed by one or two, to 
whom I have trufted all my fecrets from time to time, 
and did truft them as myfelf. I require you, therefore, 
with your good advice to inflruct me how I ftiall behave 
myfelf towards them. You are both my friends, and 
fuch as I have always ufed when 1 needed counfel. 
What fay you to the matter? faid the archbifhop. 

Marry, quoth Dr. Barber, fueh villains and knaves 
(faving your honour) are not worthy to live, but ought 
to be hanged out of hand without any other law. 
Hanging were too good, quoth the fuffragan ; and if 
there lacked one to do execution, I would be hangman 
myfelf. 

At thefe words, the archbifhop, being aftonifhed, 
caft up his hands to heaven, and faid, O Lord moft 
merciful God, whom may a man truft now-a-days! It 
is moft true which is faid, " Curfed is he who putteth 
his truft in man, and in his own ftrength." There was 
never man ufed as I am : but, O Lord, thou haft ever- 
more defended me, and lent me one great friend and 
mafter (meaning the king) without whofe protection I 
were not able to ftand upright one day without being 
overthrown, I praife thy holy name therefore : and with 
that he pulled out of his bofom their two letters, and 
faid, Know ye thefe letters, my matters? Then they 
fell upon their knees, and defired forgivenefs, declar- 
ing, how they a }car before were tempted to do the 
fame; and fo, very lamentably weeping and bewailing 
their doings, befought his grace to pardon and forgive 
them. Well, faid the gentle archbifhop, God make 
you both good men ; I never deferved this at your 
hands: but afk God forgivenefs, againft whom you 
have highlv offended. If fueh men as you are not to 
betrufted, what lliould I do alive? 1 perceive now, 
that there is no fidelity or truft amongft men. 

Now, when all thefe letters and accufations were 
found, they were put into a cheft, the king's majefty 
minding to have perufed fome of them, and to have 
punilhed the principals of them. The cheft and writ- 
ings were brought to Lambeth ; at which time began 
the parliament ; and much ado there was to procure the 
king a fubfidy, that thereupon might enfue a pardon, 
which indeed followed, and fo nothing was done, other 
than their falfhood known. This was the laft pufh 
that was attempted againft the archbifhop during king 
Henry the Eighth's days ; for never after durft any man 
alledge any matter againft him while he'lived. 

Other endeavours were alfo ufed to inflame the king's 
mind againft- preachers in Kent, efpccially againft 
Richard Turner, of Chatham, who was curate to Mr. 
Morrice, the archbifhop's fecretary; the faid Mr. Mor- 
tice wrote a letter of apology concerning him to Sir 
William Buts' and Sir Anthony Deny, to be fhewed 
unto the king. In this letter are fet forth Mr. Turner's 
afliduity in accufing the bifhop of Rome's ufurped 
power and authority on one hand, and advancing the 
king's majefty's fupremacy on the other: by which he 
had procured the hatred of all thofe who were inimi- 
cal to the latter, and by fecret and open means caufed 
him and other preachers to be hardly dealt with, and 
bribes and other artifices were not neglected to preju- 
dice the magiftracy of the county and other perfons of 
note againft him. But he defended himfelf before the 
commiffioners at Lambeth with fuch hohefty and zeal, 
that he was difcharged freely, and without any impo- 
fitions or reftraint: which was highly difpleafing to the 
popifh clergy, who forged a malicious tale of his pom- 
pous return,, with a retinue of 500 perfons, who had 



collected bntheroad to welcome him home, which they 
caii fed to be reported to the king. 

On his being again fent for by the archbifhop, at 
the king's command, who defired that he might be 
whipped out of the country, Mr. Morrice then Mates 
the malicious report, and Mr. Turner's returning pri- 
vately from London, to avoid uproar and commotion, 
faint and weary from travelling on foot through the 
woods; and the archbifhop again pacified the king's 
refentment, and Turner again, without the fmalleft 
blemifh of character, returned to his cure. Twice 
delivered from the hands of his enemies, they defpair- 
ed of fuccefs in Kent ; and now devifed means of ac- 
cufation before he came into Canterbury diocefe, on 
which he was again feized and bound, brought up to 
London, and for fome time imprifoned, but was at 
laft ordered into Kent to the archbifhop to recant his 
former doctrines. And then follows an appeal to the 
king's clemency, not to fuffer a_ man to be thus daily 
infulted for maintaining his majefty's fupremacy, by 
thofe malicious papifts who deny it ; that it now re- 
mained with the king to releafe him from prifon, the 
archbifhop having releafed him fo often already, befides 
having been accufed to the king of maintaining and 
fupporting all the heretics in the realm. 

It then proceeds to ftate that if the king fhould not 
difcharge Turner of recantation, on account of his 
teaching the fupremacy, the very act of requiring it 
would be in effect a dereliction of that authority, which 
was fanctioncd by parliament. And in the next place 
that he bad been indicted for offending ag.-.inft the fix 
articles, feven or eighr months before, by perfons who 
were abfent at the very time, and could know nothing 
of the charges exhibited againft him. Finally, that 
they would ufe their influence with his majefty for Mr. 
Turner's releafe, as a matter of importance for the 
maintenance of the king's fupremacy, for which he was 
a moft zealous advocate, which at this crifis was of the 
greateft magnitude. 

Dr. Buts, who was a friend to Mr. Turner's princi- 
ples, had foon an opportunity of bringing forward this 
letter for the king's notice; by whofe order it was 
twice deliberately read, on which the king gave orders 
for his being retained within the kingdom as a faithful 
fubject, and the enemies of this worthy man were once 
more difapppinted. 

As for Dr. Cranmer, he conftantly experienced the 
king's protection, by which he defeated the confpiracies 
of his enemies; though it feems doubtful, whether he 
had then fo thoroughly pcrfuaded himfelf in the right 
knowledge of the facrament, as he was foon after his 
conference with bifhop Ridley. In king Edward's 
time he more openly oppofed the do£trihes of trrnfub- 
ftantidtion and the corporal prefence, and all the other 
papiftical doctrines of the mafs; and in conrlufion. 
wrote five books for the public instruction of the church 
of England, .which instruction to this day ftandeth, and 
is received in the church. He had fome controverfy 
with bifhop Gardiner, who was then in the Tower: to 
whofe cavilling fophiftry he replied openly, and was 
followed on the fame fide by Peter Martyr. 

Afterward, this king Edward, a prince of moft wor- 
thy qualifications, falling fick, when he perceived 
that his death was at hand, and the force of his pain- 
ful difeafe would not fuffer him to live longer, and 
■knowing that his lifter Mary was wholly wedded to the 
popifh religion, bequeathed the fucceffion of this realm 
to the lady Jane (a lady of great birth, but of greater 
learning, being niece to king Henry the Eighth by his 
lifter) by confent of the council and lawyers of the 
realm. To this tcllament of the king's, when all the 
nobles of the realm, eflates, and judges had fubferibed, 
they fent for the archbifhop, and required him that he 
alfo would fubferibe. But he excufing himfelf in this 
manner, faid, That it was otherwife in the teftament of 
king Henry his father, and that he had fworn to the 
fuccellion of Mary,' as then (he next heir ; by which 
oath he was fo bound, that without manileft perjury he 
could not go from it. 
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The council anfwcred, that they were not ignorant 
of that, and that they had confcience as well as he ; 
and moreover, that they were fworn to that teftament, 
and therefore he ftiould not think there was any danger 
therein, or that he fhould be in more peril of perjury 
than the reft. 

To this the archbifhop anfwered, that he was judge 
of no man's confcience but his own : and therefore as 
he would not be prejudicial to others, fo he would not 
commit his confcience unto other men's faclrs, or caft 
himfelf into danger, feeing that every man fhould 
give account of his own confcience, and not of other 
men's. And as concerning the fubfeription, before he 
had fpoken with the king himfelf, he utterly refufed to 

The king therefore being demanded of the archbifliop 
concerning this matter, faid, ihat the nobles and law- 
yers of this realm counfellcd ,him unto it, and perfuaded 
him that the bond of the firft teftament could nothing 
hinder, but that this lady Jane might fucceed him as 
heir, and the people without danger acknowledge her 
as their queen. Who then demanding leave of the 
king that he might firft talk with certain lawyers that 
were in the court; when they all agreed that by law of 
the realm it might be fo, returning to the king, with 
much ado he fubferibed. 

Well, not long after this king Edward died, being 
almoft fixteen years old, to the great forrow, but greater 
calamity of the whole realm. After whofe deceafe, im- 
mediately it was commanded that the lady Jane (who 
was unwilling thereunto) fhould be proclaimed queen. 
Which thing the common people much difliked, 
not that they did fo much favour the lady Mary, be- 
fore whom they faw the lady Jane preferred, as for the 
hatred conceived againft fome whom they could not 

Bcfidcs this, there happened alfo other - r y. of dif- 
cord between the nobles and common • time : 

for what injuries of commons and inclq „ ^ngfully 

held, with' other inordinate pollings si. „ '.charitable 
dealings between the landlords and tenants, 1 cannot 
tell. But in fine, thus the matter fell out, that the lady 
Mary hearing of the death of her brother, and fhifting 
for herfelf, was fo afilfted by the commons, that fhe foon 
prevailed. Who being eftablifhed in the poffeffion of 
the realm, not long after came to London : and after 
fhe had firft caufed the two fathers, the duke of Nor- 
thumberland, and the duke of Suffolk, to be beheaded 
(as has been already related,) fhe likewifc caufed the lady 
Jane, being both in age tender, and innocent of this 
crime, after fhe could by no means be turned from the 
conftancy of her faith, together with her hufband, to be 
beheaded. 

The reft of the nobles, paying fines, were forgiven, 
the archbifhop of Canterbury only excepted : who 
though he defired pardon (by means of his friends) 
could obtain none : infomuch that the queen would not 
once vouchfafe to fee him. For as yet the old grudge 
againft the archbifhop for the divorcement of her mo- 
ther, remained hid in the bottom of her heart. Befides 
this divorce, flic remembered the ftate of religion chang- 
ed; all which was imputed to the archbifhop as the caufe 
thereof. 

While thefc things were doing, a rumour was in all 
men's mouths, that the archbifliop, to gain favour with 
the queen, had promifed to fay a dirge mafs after the old 
cuftom, for the funeral of king Edward, her brother. 
Neither wanted there fome who reported that he had 
already faid mafs at Canterbury ; which mafs indeed 
was faid by Dr. Thornton. This rumour Cranmer 
thinking fpcedily to Hop, gave forth a writing of his 
purgation: the tenor whereof being before cxprefTed, I 
need noc here again recite. 

This bill being thus written, and lying openly in a 
window in his chamber, comcth in by. chance Mr. Story, 
then l)iftiop of Rochelter, who after he had read and 
perufed the fame, required the archbifliop to have a 
copy of the bill. The archbifliop granting the fame, 
and by Mr. Story's lending it to another friend, there 
were divers copies taken, and the thing publifhed abroad 



among the common people, infomuch that almoft every 
fcrivener's fhop was occupied in copying out the fame: 
and fo at length fome of thefe copies coming to the 
bifhop's hands, and fo brought to the council, and they 
fending it to the commiflioners, the matter was known 
and fo he commanded to appear. 

Whereupon Dr. Cranmer appeared at the day pre- 
fixed, before the faid commiflioners, bringing a true iru 
ventory, as he was commanded, of all his goods. That 
done, a bi fhop of the queen's privy council, being out 
of the faid commiflioners, after the inventory was re- 
ceived, made mention of the bill; My lord, faid 
he, there is a bill put forth in your name, wherein 
you feem to be aggrieved with fetting up the mafs 
again ; we doubt not but ) ou are forry that it is gone 
abroad. 

To whom the archbifhop anfwered, As I do not deny 
myfelf to be the author of that bill or letter, fomuft.I 
confefs here unto you, concerning the fame bill, that I 
am forry that the faid bill went from me in fuch fort as 
it did. For when I had written it, Mr. Story got the 
copy from me,' and it is now come abroad, and as I un- 
derftand, the city is full of it. For which 1 am forry 
that it fo pafl"ed my hands: for I intended orherwife to 
have made it in a more large and ample manner, and 
minded to have fet it on St. Paul's-church door, and on 
the doors of all the churches in London, with mine own 
feal joined thereunto. 

At which words, when they faw the conftancy of the 
man, they difmiflld him, affirming they had no more 
at preferrt to fay unto him, but that fhortly he lhould 
hear farther. The faid biftiop declared afterwards to 
one of Dr. Cranmer's friends, that notwithflanding hi? 
attainder of treafon, the queen's determination, at that 
time was, that Cranmer fhould only have been deprived 
of his archbiftiopric, and have had a fiifficient living 
afligned him, upon his exhibiting of a. true inventory, 
with commandment to keep his houfe without meddling 
in matters of rtligion. But how true that was I have not 
to fay. This is certain, that not long after this, he wis 
feni to the Tower, and foon after condemned for treafon. 
Notwithftanding the queen, when fhe could not honeltly 
deny him his pardon, feeing all the reft were difcharged, 
and efpecially, feeing he laft (of all others) fubferibed 
to king's Edward's requeft, and that againft his own will, 
releafed to him his adtion of treafon, and accufed him 
only of herefy, which the archbifhop liked well, and 
came to pafs as he wifhed, becaufc the caufe was not his 
own, but Chrift's ; not the queen's, but the church's. 
Thus ftood the caufe of Cranmer, till at length it was 
determined by the queen and the council, that he fhould 
be removed from the Tower where he was prifoncr, to 
Oxford, there to difpute with the dodtors and divines. 
And privily word was fent before to them of Oxford to 
prepare themfclves, and make them ready to difpute. 
And although the queen and the bifhops had concluded 
before what fhould become of him, yet it pleafed them 
that the matter fhould be debated with arguments, that 
under fome honeft fhew of difputation the murder of the 
man might be covered. Neither could their hafty fpeed 
of revenge abide any long delay ; and therefore in all 
hafte he was carried to Oxford. 

What this difputation was, and how it was handled, 
what were the queftions and reafons on both fides, and 
alfo touching his condemnation by the univerfity and 
the prolocutor, becaufe it hath been fufficiently declared, 
we intend now therefore to proceed to his final judgment 
and order of condemnation, which was the 12th day of 
September, 1555, and feven days before the condem- 
nation of biftiop Ridley and Mr. l.atimer,- as is before- 
mentioned. The ftory whereof here followeth, faith- 
fully corrected by the report and narration (coming I 1 }' 
chance to our hands) of one who being both prefent 
thereat, and alfo a devout favourer of the fee and facti- 
on of Rome, can lack no credit (1 think) with fuch who 
fcek what they can to difcredit whatfoevcr makcth r.ot 
with their fancied religion of Rome. 

After the difputatiotis done and finifhed in Oxfofi 
between the dodlors of both univerfities, and the thn« 
worthy bilhops, Drs. Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, 
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heard then how fentence condemnatory, immedi- 
ately upo" the famc « was adminiftercd againft them by 
n r \Ve(ton and others of the uni verfity ; whereby they 
were judged to be heretics, and fo committed to the 
mayor and fheriffs of Oxford. But forafhiuch as the 
fentence given againft them was void in law, (for at 
that time the authority of the pope was not ycc received 
into the land) therefore a new commilfion was fent from 
Rome, and a new procefs framed for the convielion of 
thefe reverend and godly learned men aforcfaid. in 
which commifiion, firft was Dr. James Brooks, bifhop 
of Glouccfter, the pope'sTtib-delcgaie, with Dr. Mar- 
tin and Dr. Story, cormritffioners in the king and queen's 
behalf for the execution of the fame. 

Here is to be undcrftood, that at the coming down 
of the aforefaid commifltoners, which was upon Thurf- 
day the 12th of September, 1555, in the church of St. 
Mary, and in the eaft end of the laid church, at the 
high altar, was erected a folemn fcaffold for bifhop 
Brooks aforefaid, reprcfenting the pope's perfon, ten 
feet high. The feat was made that he might fir under 
the facrament of the altar. And on the righr hand of 
the pope's delegate, beneath him fat Dr. Martin, and 
on the left hand fat Dr. Story, the king and queen's 
commiflioners, who were both doctors of the civil law, 
and underneath them other doctors, fcribes and phari- 
fecs alfo, with the pope's collec'tor, and a number of 
fuch others. 

And thus thefe bifhops being placed in their ponti- 
ficals, the archbifhop of Canterbury was fent for to 
come before them. He having intelligence of ihem 
that were there, thus ordered himfelf. He came forth 
of the prifon to the church of St. Mary, fee forth with 
bills and fpears for fear be fhould ftart away, being 
clothed in a fair black gown, with his hood on both 
ihouldcrs, fuch as doctors of divinity ufed to wear in the 
imiveriity. Who, after he came into the church, and 
did fee them fit in their pontificals, he did not put of!" 
his cap to any of them, but flood ftill till he vva-s 
called. 

Then one of she proctors for the pope, called Tho- 
mas archbilhop of Canterbury, appear here and make 
anfwer to what dial I be laid to thy charge; that is to 
fay, for blai'phemy, incontinence, and herefy ; and 
make anfwer here to the bifhop of Gloucefter, repi efent-- 
ing the pope's perfon. 

Upon this he being brought nearer unto the fcaffold, 
where the aforefaid bifhop fat, he firft well viewed the 
place of judgment, and efpying where the king and 
queen's majefties' proctors were, putting off bis cap, he 
firft humbly bowing his knee to the ground, made re- 
verence to the one, and after to the other. That done, 
beholding the bifhop in the face, he put on his bonnet 
again, making no manner of token of obedience to- 
wards him at all. Whereat the bifhop being offended, 
laid unto him, that it might befeem him' right well, 
weighing the authority he rcprefented, to do his duty 
unto him. 

Dr. Cranmer anfwercd, That he had once taken a 
folemn oath, never to confent to the admitting of the 
bifliop of Rome's authority into this realm of England 
again; and thatjie had done it advifediy, and meant by 
God's grace to keep it; and therefore would commit 
nothing either by fign or token, which might argue his 
confent to the receiving of the fame; and fo he deli red 
the faid bifliop to judge of him, and that he did it not 
for any contempt to his perfon, which he could will- 
ingly have honoured as well as any of the others, if his 
commilfion had come from as good an authority as 
thetr's. This he anfwered both modeftly, wifely, and 
patiently, with his cap on his head, not once bowing 
or making any reverence to him that reprefentcd the 
pope's perfon. 

Tht Oration of Dr. BROOKS, Bifhop of Glouccfter, 
»"/oDr. CRANMER, Archbifhop of Canterbury, in 
the Church of St. Mary, at Oxford, March 12, 1 556. 
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Y lord, at this prefent vt 
miflioncrs, and for you, 



our own authority, but fent by commiffion, partly from 
the pope's holinefs, partly from the king and qucents 
mof) excellent majefties, not to your utter difcomfort, 
but to your comfort if you will yourfelf. We come,, 
not to judge you, but to put you in remembrance of 
what you have been, and may be. Neither come we 
to difpute wirfryou, but to examine you in certain mat- 
ters; which being done, to make relation thereof to hirri 
that hath pon er to judge you. 

And firft, as chariry doth move us, I would think 
good fomevvhat ro exhort you, and that by the fecond 
chapter of St. John in the Revelations, " Remember 
from whence thou art fallen, and do the firft works, or 
if not," and you know what followeth. Remem- 
ber yourfelf from whence you have fallen. You have 
fallen from the univerfal and catholic church of Ch.-rft, 
from the very true and received faith of all Chriften- 
dom, and that by open herefy. You have fallen from 
your promife to God, from your fidelity and allegiance, 
and that by open preaching, marriage, and adultery. 
You have fallen from your fbvereign prince and queen 
by open treafon. Remember therefore from whence 
j you are fallen. Your fall is great, the danger cannot be 
j feen. Wherefore, when I fay, Remember from whence 
j you are fallen, J put you in mind, not only of your fall, 
j but alfo of the ftatc you were in before your fall. You 
i w re fome time, as I and other poor men, in a mean 
j eftate; God I rake to wttnefs, I fpeakit. to no reproach 
j or abnfement of you, but to put jou in memory, how 
1 God hath called you from a low to an high degree, from 
one degree-ro another, from better 10 better, and never 
gave you over, till he had appointed you an am'oalTa- 
dor, metropolitan of all England, and pnftor of his 
own flock: fuch great trult did he put you in, in his 
I church; what could he do more? for even as he or- 
] dained Mofcs to be a ruler over his church of Ifracl, and 
! gave him full authority of the fame; fo did he make. 
; you over his church of England. For who was thought 
' as then more devout ? who was more religious in the 
face of the world? who was thought to have more con- 
ference of a vow-making, and obferving the order of 
the church, more earned in the defence of the real prc- 
! fence of Ch rift's body and blood in the- facrament of 
the altar than you were? and then all things profpered: 
with you ; your prince favoured you ; yea, God him- 
fetf favoured you, your candleltick was fet up in thq 
higheft place of the church, -and the light of your can- 
dle was over all the church. 1 would God it had fo. 
continued ftill. 

Bur after you began to fall by fchifm, and would not 
acknowledge the pope s holinefs and fupreme head, but 
would Iroutly uphold the unlawful requells of king 
Henry the Eighth, then began you to fancy unlawful 
liberty; and when you had exiled a good confeience* 
then enfued great fhipureck in the Tea, which was out 
of the true and catholic "church into the fea of defpe- 
ration. When you had fdrfaken God, God forfook you,. 
and : gave you over to your own will, and fuffered you to 
fall from fchifm to apoftacy, from apoftacy to herefy ^ 
and from herefy to perjury, from perjury to treafon, and 
fo in conclufion, into the full indignation of qur fbve- 
reign prince. Cart not yourfelf away, fpare your body, 
fparc your foul, fpare them alfo whom you have fedu- 
ced, fpare the fhedding of Chrift's blood for you in vain. 
Harden not your heart, acknowledge the truth, yield to 
the prefcript word of God, to the catholic church of 
Rome, ro the received verity of all Chriltendom. Wed 
j not yourfelf to your own fclf-v. ill. Stand not too much 
j in your own conceit. Think not yourfelf vvifer than all 
j Chriftendom is befides you. Leave off this unjuft cavil. 
' Believe as the catholic church doth believe and teach 
you. Perfyade with yourfelf, that u ithou: the church 
there is no falvation. And thus much have I faid of 
charity. If this poor fimple exhortation of mine may . 
fink inro your head, and take ciFcCt with you, then have 
1 faid as I would have faid, cthcrwifc no: as 1 would, 
but as 1 could for this prefent. 

And thus bifhop Brooks finifhing his oration, fat 
down. After whom, Dr. Martin taking the matter in 
hand, began thus. 
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tbe Oration of Dr. MARTIN. 

ALTHOUGH there are two governments* the one 
fpiritual, and the other temporal, the one having 
the keys, and the other the fword, yet in all ages we 
read, that for the honour and glory of God both thefe 
powers have been adjoined together. For if we read 
the Old Teflament, we (hall find that fo did Jofias and 
Ezekias. So did the king of the Ninevites compel a 
'cneral fall through all the whole city. So did Darius 
,n breaking the great idol Bell, and delivering godly 
Daniel out of the den of lions. So did Nebuchadonofor 
make and inftitute laws againft the blafphemers of God. 
But to let pafs thefe examples, with a great number 
more, and to come to Chrift's time, it is not unknown 
what great pains they took to fet forth God's honour: 
and although the rule and government of the church did 
only appertain to the fpirituality, yet for the fuppreffion 
of herefies and fchifms, kings were admitted as aiders 
thereunto. Firft, Conflantine the Great called a council 
at Nice for the fuppreffion of the Arian fe<ft, where the 
fame time was raifed a great contention among them. 
And after long difputation had, when the fathers could 
not agree upon the putting down the Arians, they re- 
ferred their judgment to Conftantine. God forbid, faid 
Conftantine: you ought to rule me, and not I you. 
And as Conftantine did, fo did Theodofius againfl the 
Neftorians, fo did Marcianus againft Manicheus. Jo- 
vinian made a law, that no man fhould marry with a 
nun, that had wedded herfelf to the church. 

So had king Henry the Eighth the title of Defender 
of the Faith, becaufe he wrote againft Luther and his 
accomplices. So thefe nine hundred years the king of 
Spain had the title of Catholic, for the expulfion of 
the Arians ; and, to fay the truth, the king and queen s 
majefties do nothing degenerate from their anceftors, 
taking upon them to reltorc again the title to be De- 
fender of the Faith, to the right heir hereof, the pope's 
liolinefs. •;: 
Therefore thefe two princes, perceiving this noble 
realm, how it hath been brought from the unity of the 
true and catholic church, which you and your confede- 
rates do and have renounced ; perceiving alfo that you 
doperfift in your deceftable errors, and will by no means 
be revoked from the fame, have made their humble 
requeft and petition to the pope's holinefs, Paul the 
Fourth, as fuprcme head of the church of Chrift, dc- , 
claring to him, that whereas you were archbifhop of 
Canterbury, and metropolitan of England, and at your 
confecration took two folemn oaths for your due obedi- 
ence to be given to the fee of. Rome, to become a true 
preacher or paftor of his flock, yet contrary to your oath 
and allegiance, for unity have foued difcord ; for 
chaftity,°marriage and adultery ; for obedience, con- 
tention ; and for faith, you have been the author of 
all mifchief. The pope's holinefs, confidering their 
requeft and petition, hath granted them, that accord- 
ing- to the cenfureof this realm procefs fhould be made 
againft you. . . 

And whereas in this late time you both excluded 
charity and juftice, yet hath his holinefs decreed, that 
you fhall have both charity and juftice Ihewcd unco you. 
He willeth you fhould have the laws in moft ample man- 
ner to anfwer in your behalf, and that you ihall here 
'come before my lord of Gloucester, as high com- 
. miffioner from his holinefs, to the examination of fuch 
articles as fhall.be propofed againft you, and that we 
fhould require the examination of you in the king and 
queen's majefties' behalf. The king and queen as touch- 
ing themfelves, becaufe by the law they cannot appear 
pcrfonalty, [quia Junt ilhijlrif. perfona:} have appointed 
as their attornies, Dr. Story, and me. Wherefore here 
I offer to your good lordfhip our proxy, fealed with the 
broad feal of England, and offer myfelf to be proctor 
in the king's majefty's behalf. 1 exhibit here alfo cer- 
tain articles, containing the manifeit adultery and per- 
jury: alfo^books of herefy made partly by him, and 
partly fet forth by his authority. And here I produce 
him as party principal to anfwer to your good lord- 
fhip. 



Thus ,when Dr. Martin had ended his oration, the 
archbifhop began as follows. 

Cranmer. Shall 1 then make my anfwer? 

Martin. As you think good* no man fhall hinder 

And here the archbifhop kneeling down pn both 
knees towards the weft, faid the Lord's prayer. Then 
rifing up, he recited the articles of the creed. 
Which done, he entered his protcftation in form as 
follows. 

the Faith and Profeffion of Dr. CRANfylER,. Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, before tbe Commiflioncrs. 

THIS I do profefs as touching. my faith, and make 
my proteftation, which I defire you to note. I 
will never confent that the bifhop of Rome fhall have 
any jurifdidtion within this realm, for I have made an 
oath to the king, and 1 muft obey the king by God's 
laws. By the fcripture the king is chief, and 



n realm above hin 



o fiib- 



jedt buc to a king. I am a lubjedt, I o»e my fidelity 
to the crown. The pope is contrary to the crow n. I 
cannot obey both; for no man can ferve two matters at 
once, as you in the beginning of your oration declared 
by the fwoid-and keys, attributing the keys to the pope, 
and the fword to the king. But 1 fay the king hath 
both. Therefore he that is fubjecT to Rome, and the 
laws of Rome, he is perjured ; for the pope's and the 
judge's laws are contrary. 

A prieft. indebted, by the laws of the realm fhall be 
fued before a temporal judge ; by the pope's laws con- 

Thc bifhop of. Rome is contrary to God, and inju- 
rious to his laws j for God commanded all men to be 
diligent in the knowledge of his law j and therefore 
hath appointed one , holy day in the week at the leaft, 
for the people to come to the church and hear the word 
of God expounded unto them, and that they might the 
better underftand it, to hear it in their mother tongue 
which they know. The pope doth contrary ; for he 
willeth the fervicc to be had in the Latin tongue, 
which they do not underftand. God would have it to 
be, perceived; the pope will not. When the prieft 
givcth thanks, God would that the people fhould do fo 
loo, and God will have them to confefs altogether; the 

Now as concerning the facrament, I have taught no 
falfe doctrine of the facramenr of the altar : for if it can 
be proved by any doctor, above a thoufand years after 
Chrift, that Chrift's body is there really, L will give 
over. My book was made feven years ago, and no raan 
hath brought any authors againft it. I believe that 
whofo eateth and drinketh that facrament, Chrift is 
within them, whole Chrift, his nativity, paffion, refur- 
redtion, and afcenfion ; but not that corporally thatfit- 
teth in heaven. 

Now Chrift commanded all to drink of the cup: the 
pope taketh it away from the laymen: and yet one faith 
that if Chrift had died for the devil, that he fhould 
drink thereof. Chrift biddeth us to obey the king, but 
the bifhop of Rome bicideth us to obey him ; therefore 
unlets he be Antichrift, I cannot tell what to make 
of him. Wherefore if 1 fhould obey him, 1 cannot 
obey Chrift. 

He is like the devil in his doings ; for the devil faid to 
Chrift, If thou wilt fall down and worfhip me, I will give 
thee all the kingdoms of the world. Thus he took 
upon him to give that which was not his own. Kyen 
fo the bifhop ofRomcgiveth princes their crowns, being 
none of his own ; for where princes cither by election, 
or by fucceffion, or by inheritance obtain their crown, 
he faith that they fhould have it of him. . 

Chrift faith, that Antichrift fhall be. And who fha 
he be? Forfooth, he that advanceth himfclf above all 
other creatures. Now if there be none already that 
hath advanced himfclf after, fuch fort befide. the pope, 
then in the mean time let him be Antichrift. 

Story. Pleafeth it you to make an end? . . 

Cranmer. For he will be the vicar of Chrift, he 

difpenle 
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difpenfe with the Old and New Tcftament alfo, yea 
and with apoftafy. 

The pope would give bifhoprics, fo would the king. 
But at laft the king got the upper hand, and fo are all 
bifhops perjured, firft to the pope, and then to theking. 

The crown hath nothing to do with the clergy. For 
if a clerk come before a judge, the judge fhall make pro- 
crfs againft him, but not to execute any laws. For if 
the judge fhould put him to execution, then is the king 
accurfed in maintaining his own laws. And therefore 
fay 1 that he is neither true to God, nor to the . king, 
that 'firft received the pope ... 

Mar/in- As you underftand, then if they maintain the 
fupremacy of Rome, they cannot maintain England too. 

Cranmer. 1 require you to declare to the king and 
queen what I have faid, and how their oaths do (bud 
with the realm and the pope. St. Gregory faith, he 
that taketh upon him to be head of the univerfal church, 
is worfe than the Antichrift. If any man can fhew me, 
that it is not againft God's word to hold his ftirrup when 
he taketh his horfe, and kifs his feet (as kings do), then 
will 1 kifs his feet alfo. 

And you for your part, my lord, are perjured j for 
now you fit judge for the pope, and yet you did receive 
your bifhopric of the king. You have taken an oath 
to be adverfary to the realm ; for the pope's laws are 
contrary to the laws of the realm. 

Gloucefter. You were the caufe that I did forfake the 
pope, and did fwear that he ought not to be fupreme 
head, and gave to king Henry the Eighth, that he 
ought to be ; and this you made me do. 

Cranmer. To this I anfwer : You report me ill, 
and fay not the truth, and I will prove it here before 
you all. The truth is, that my predeceffor, archbifhop 
Warham, gave the fupremacy to king Henry the Eighth, 
and faid, that he ought to have it before the bifhop of 
Rome, and that God's word would agree therewith. 
And upon the fame was there fent to both the univer- 
fities, Oxford and Cambridge, to know what the word 
of God would do touching the fupremacy, and it was 
reafoned upon, and argued at length. So at the laft 
both the univcrfities agreed, and let to their feals, and 
fent it to king Henry the Eighth to the court, that he 
ought to be fuprcmc head, and not the pope. Where- 
upon you were at.that time doctor of divinity, and your 
confent was thereunto, as by) our hand doth appear. 
Therefore you mif-report me, that I was the caufe of 
your falling away from the pope, but it was yourfelf. 
All this was in archbifhop Warham's time, and while 
he was alive, fo that it was three quarters of a year ere 
ever I had the archbifhopric of Canterbury in my 
hands, and belbre I might do any thing. So that here 
you have reported of me that which you cannot prove, 
which is ill done. — All this while his cap was on his 
head. 

Gloucefter. We come to examine you, and you, mc- 
thinks, examine us. 

Dr. STORY'S Oration. 

PLEASETH it your good lordfhip, becaufe it hath 
pleafed the king and queen's majeftics to appoint 
my companion and me to hear the examination of this 
man before your good lordfhip, to give me fomcwhat 
to talk in that behalf. Although I know that in talk 
with heretics there cometh hurt to all men; for it 
wearieth the ftedfaft, troublcth the doubtful, and taketh 
in fnare the weak and fimple : yet becaufe he faith, he 
is not bound to anfwer your lordfllip fitting for the 
pope's holinefs, becaufe of a premunire, and the word 
of God as he termeth it; I think good fomewhat to fay, 
that all may fee how he runneth out of his race of rea- 
fon into the rage of common talk, fuch as here 1 trull 
hath done much, good. And as the .king and queen's 
majeftics will be glad to hear of your molt charitable 
dealing with him: fo will they be weary to hear the 
blundering of this ftubborn heretic. And where he al- 
ledgeth divinity, mingling right and wrong together, 
he fhould not have been heard. For fhall it be fuffi- 
cient for him to alledge, the judge is not competent? 
Do wc not fee that in the common law it is not lawful 



for a man in Wcftminftcr-hall to ri-fufe his judge? and 
fhall we difpute againft one that denies principal , ? Al- 
though there be here a great company of learned men, 
that know it unmeet fo to do, ye have, I hear, a plain 
canon wherein he declareth hinifelf convicted, ipfo 
faflo. The canon fas wc have tranflated it into EngliihJ 
is this: "Let it be to their own deftrudtion whofoever 
acts contrary to the apoftolic decrees, let tl.em have no 
place among the priefts, but be put out from the holy 
miniftry, neither be capable of holding an\ cure, feeing 
they are condemned by the holy apoftolic church for 
their difobediehce and prefumption ; but let them be 
cafl out by the greater excommunication, to whom the 
difcipline of the holy church being committed, not 
only ought to obey themfelves, but alfo teach others to 
do fo, yet will rcfift her divine and pontifical fervices, 
and fo difobey the apoftolical precepts.'' 

He hath alledged many matters againft the fuprema- 
cy, but malicioufly. You fay the king in his realm is fu- 
preme head of the church. Well, fir, you will grant 
me that there was a perfecl catholic church before any 
king was chriftened. Then if it were a perfect: church, 
it muft needs have a head, which muft needs be before 
any king was member thereof ; for you know Conftanti- 
nus the emperor was the firft chriftened king that ever 
was. And although you are (as St. Paul faith) to obey 
your rulers, and kings have the rule of the people, yet 
doth it not follow that they have the cure of fouls: for 
if you argue from the more powerful, the head may do 
that which the minifter cannot do; but the pricft may 
confecratc, and the king cannot ; therefore the king is 
not head. 

It was licenfed by Chtift to every man to bring into 
the fheepfold, and to augment the Hock, but not to rule, 
for that was only given to Peter. 

And" where the apoftles call upon men ro obey their 
princes, to pay tribute to whom tribute is due, cuftom 
to whom cuftom ; they perceiving that men were bent 
to a kind of liberty and difobedience, .were enforced to 
exhort them to obedience and payment of their tribute, 



And again, w here you lay the bifhop of Rome maketh 
laws contrary to the laws of the realm; that is not true: 
for this is a maxim in the law, That which is true in a 
part, cannot be falfe in the whole. 

Now as touching that monltrous talk of your con- 
fcience, that is no confciencc that you profefs ; it is but 
private judgment, choice,- and opinion. And as yet 
for all your glorious babble, you have not proved by 
God's laws that jou ought not to anfwer to the pope's 
holinefs. 

The canons which be received of all Chriftendom 
compel you to anfwer, therefore you are bound fo to 
do. And although this realm of late time, through 
fuch fchifmatics as you were, hath exiled and banifhed 
the canons, yet that cannot make for you ; for you 
know yourfelf, that equal things produce equal things, 
nor can a part oblige the whole. Wherefore this ifland, 
being indeed but a member of the whole, could not de- 
termine againft the whole. That notwithftanding the 
fame laws, being put away by parliament, are now re- 
ceived again by a parliament, and have as full authority 
now as they had then, and they will now that you an- 
fwer to the pope's holinefs; therefore by the laws of this 
realm you arc bound to anfwer him. Wherefore, my 
lord, all that this Thomas Cranmer hath brought for 
his defence, fhall nothing prevail with you, nor take any 
effect. Take witnefs here of his ftubborn contempt: 
againft the king and queen's majefties, and compel him 
to anfw.er directly to fuch articles as we fhall lay againft 
him, and on rcfufal )our lordfhip is to excommunicate 

Interrogatories o/jcSIed to the Archbifhop, wilb his 

Anfuers annexed to the fame, 
i. TNTERROG. Firft was objected, That Thomas 
JL Cranmer, before hc,en;ered into holy order;, mar- 
ried one Joan, furnamed Black, or Brown, dwelling at 
the lign of the Dolphin in Cambridge. 

Anfwer. VVheieunto he anfwercd, that uhcther (he 
5 Y . was 
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c of king Edward, he 
affirming and profef- 



was called Black, or Brown, he knew not, but that he 
married there one Joan, that he granted. _ 

2 Intcrrog. That after the death of the aforefaid 
-wife, he entered into holy orders, and after that was 
made archbifhop by the pope. 

Anfwer. He received (he faid) a certain bull of the 
pope, which he delivered unto the king, and was made 
archbifhop by him. 

■2. Interrog. Item, That he being in holy orders, mar- 
ried another woman as his fecond wife, named Anne. 

Anfwer. To this he granted. 

4. Interrog. Item, In the time of king Henry the 
Eighth, he kept the faid wife fecretly, and had children 

ty Anfwer. Hereunto he alfo granted, affirming that it 
was better for him to have his own, than to do like other 
priefts, holding and keeping other 

5. Interrog. Item, In the tin 
brought out the faid wife openly, 
iinrr publicly the fame to be his win.-. 

Anfwer. He denied not but he fo did, and lawfully 
might do the fame, forafmuch as the laws of this realm 
did fo permit him. 

6 Interrog. Item, That he fhamed not openly to 
glory himfelf to have had his wife in fecret many years. - 

Anfwer. And though he fo did (he faid), there was 
no caufe why he fhould be afhamcd thereof. 

7. Interrog. Item, That the faid Thomas Cranmer 
falling afterward into the deep bottom of errors, did 
fly and refufc the authority of the church, did hold and 
follow the herefy concerning the facrament of the altar, 
and alfo did compile, and caufcto be fet abroad divers 
books. . , , , 

Anfwer. Whereunto when the names of the books 
were recited to him, he denied not fuch books which he 
was the author of. As touching the trcatife of Peter 
Martyr upon the facrament, he denied that he ever faw 
it before it was abroad, yet he did approve and well like 
the fame. As for the catcchifm, the book of articles, 
with the other book againft Winchefter, he granted the 
fame to be his doings. . 

8. Interrog. Item, That he compelled many againft 
their wills tolfubfcribe to the fame articles. 

Anfwer. He exhorted, fuch as were willing to fub- 
fcribe; but againft their wills he compelled none. 

9. Interrog". Item, Forafmuch as he ceafed not to per- 
petrate enormous and inordinate crimes, he was there- 
fore caft into the Tower, and from thence was brought 
to Oxford, at what time it was commonly thought that 
the parliament fhould there be held. 

Anfwer. To this he faid, that he knew no fuch enor- 
mous and inordinate crimes that ever he committed. 

10. Interrog. Item, That in the faid city of Oxford 
he did openly maintain his herefy, and was there con- 
vifled for the fame. 

Anfwer. He defended (he faid) there the caufe of 
the facrament; but that he was convidtcd of the fame, 
that he denied. 

11 Interrog. Item, When he perfevered ft ill in the 
fame," he was by the public cenfure of the univerflty 
pronounced an heretic, and his book heretical. 

Anfwer. That he was fo denounced he denied not, 
but that he was an heretic, or his books heretical, that 
he denied. . 

12. Interrog. Item, That he was and is notoriouriy 
infamed with the note of fchifm, as one who not only 
receded himfelf from the catholic church and fee of 
Rome, but alfo moved the king and fubjects of this 
realm to the fame. 

Anfwer. As touching the receding, that he well 
granted ; but that receding or departing (fkid he) was 
only from the fee of Rome, and had in it no manner of 
any fchifm. 

1-2 Interrog. Item, That he had been twice fworn to 
the pope; and with that Dr. Martin brought out the in- 
ftrument of the public notary, wherein was contained 
his proteflation made when he fhould be ' confecrated, 
afkino- if he had any thing elfe protefted. 

Anfwer. Whereunto he ahfwered, that he did nothing 
but by the laws of the realm. 



14. Interrog. Item, That he, the faid archbifhop of 
Canterbury, dTd not only offend in the premifes, but 
alfo in taking upon him the authority of the fee of Rome, 
in that without leave or licence from the faid Tec, he 
confecrated bifhops and priefts. 

Anfwer. Fie granted that be did execute fuch things 
as were wont 10 be referred to the pope, ac whatever 
time it was permitted him by the public laws and deter- 
mination of the realm. ' 

15. Interrog. Item, That when the whole realm had 
fubferibed to the authority of the pope, he only perfifted 
in his error. . , . 

Anfwer. That he did not admit the pope s authority, 
he confeffed to be true. But that he erred in the fame, 
that he denied. 

16. Interrog. Item, That all and Angular the premifes 
be true. 

Anfwer. That likewife he granted, excepting thofe 
things whereunto he had objected. 



The Oration of Bifhop Brooks, 1 
Examinations againft Dr. Ckanmb 
Canterbury. 



dofing up his 
, Archbifhop of 



]V4 fidering your obftin 



it otherwife term you, con" 

. ., icy) I am right forry, lam 

nght^hrarYily^forry to hear 'fuch words cfcape your 
mouth fo unadvifedly. I had conceived a right good 
hope of your amendment. I fuppofed that this obftinacy 
of your'scame not of a vain-glory, but rather of a corrupt 
confcicnce, which was the occafion that I hoped fo well 
of your return. But now I perceive by your foolifh 
babble that it is far otherwife. You are fo puffed up 
with vain-glory, there is fuch a notorious mark of hcrefy 
crept into your confcicnce, that 1 am clean void of hope, 
and my hope is turned into perdition. W ho can fiive 
what will be loft ? God would have you to be faved and 
you refufe it. Thy perdition is only upon thyfc-ir, O 
Ifracl; only in me is thy falvation, faith the Lord by the 
prophet. You have uttered fuch erroneous talk with 
fuch open malice againft the pope's holinefs, with fuch 
open lying againft the church of Rome, with fuch open 
blafphcmy againft the facrament of the altar, that no 
mouth could have expreffed more malicioufly, more ly- 
ingly, more blafphcmoufly. 

To reafon with you, although I would of mylelt to 
fatisfy this audience, yet may I not by our commillion, 
neither can I find how I may do it with the fcr.ptures : 
for the apoftle doth command, that fuch a one fhould 
not only not be talked with, but alfo fhunned and avoid- 
ed; faying, An heretical perfon after once or t-vicc con- 
ferring, flfun, knowing that he is pcrverfe and fi.nneth, 
being of his own judgment condemned. You have 
been conferred with not once nor twice but oftentimes; 
you have often been lovingly admonifhed, you have 
often been fecretly difputed with. And the aft year 1 
the open fchool, in open difputat.ons, you have been 
openly cnovicled, you have been openly driven out ot 
the fchool with hiffes: your book which y°« br ^ 
wrote feven years ago, and no man anfwered it, Marcus 
Antonius hath fufficicntly detected and confuted, and 
yet you ftill perfift in your wonted herefy. 

Wherefore being fo often admomfhed, conferred with, 
and convicted, if you deny you are the man whom the 
apoftle noteth, hear then what Ongen faith who wrote 
above 1300 years ago, and interpreted the faying of the 
apoftle in this wifefin Apologia , Pampbdtx " All the. ft 
ought to be eftecmed heretics, who profeffing to believe 
in Chrift, judge otherwife of his truth than thc e - 
clefiaftical tradition." Even now . you have proMTed 
a kind of chriftianity and holinefs unto us. for at your 
beginning you fell down upon your, knees, arid fau 1 tnc 
Lord's prayer (God knows.likc an hypocrite), and then 
Handing upon your leer, you . rehearfed the articles, 
your faith, but to what -end 1 pray you, but to cloak 
that inward herefy rpotcd in you, that you might 
the poor, fimple, and unlearned people's 
what will they fay or think, if they do 1 



Good Lord, what mean thefc n 



0 fay that h 



c blind 
. „ ? F<>! 
t thus fa> ■' 



heretic, 
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heretic, they are deceived, this is a good chriftian, he 
believeth as we believe. 

But is this fufficient to cfoape the name of an heretic? 
To the fimple and unlearned it is fufficient, but for you 
that have piofclfed .a greater knowledge and h'igherdoc- 
trine, it is not enough to recite your belief. 

Neverthclcfs, although I do not -intend to 'reafon with 
you, but to give you up as an abject, and an out-earl 
from God's favour, yet beea-ufe you have uttered, 'to 
the annoying of the people, fueh peftifen't herefies as 
may do harm among the rude Mid 'unlearned, I think 
proper to fay fomething her*in. . • 

And firfl (as it bchoverh every mah 'to purge himfeif 
firft before he enter vvirh any other) where you amrfe 
me of an oath road e-agn toft the b'ifhop of Koine, I txm- 
fefs it, and deny it trtot; and therefore do fay with the 
reft of this realm, good aftd catholic men, the ikying of 
the prophet, " We have finned with our fathers, we 
have 'done unjuftly aiiid wio'tedfy. "the fins 'of -my 
youth, and my ignorances, O Lord, 'do not remember^'" 
1 was then a young man, and as youhg a fcholar here 
in the univerfity. 

I knew not then Ttiistan oath did mean, 'and yet to 
fay the truth, i did it cwrfptilfed, comptilfcd I fay by 
you, Mr. Cranmer; aind hcrte -were you -the author and 
caufe of my perjury, and arc to be blamed, and not I. 
Now where you fay I made two oaths, (he one contrary 
to the other, it is not fo, for the oath I made 10 the 1 
pope's holinefs apperraineth only to fpiritual things ; the | 
other oath that I made to the king perta'mefh only to 
temporal things .; that is to fay, lha't i do acknowledge 
all my temporal livings to proceed only front the 
king, and from none clfe. But ail men may fee, 
as you t.gree in this, fo you agree in the reft of your 
opinions. 

Now, fir, as concerning the ■firpremaey which is only 
due to the fee of Rome, a word or two. Although 
there be a number of places which do Confirm that 
Chrift appointed Peter head of the Church, \ et this is 
a moft evident place. When Chrift demanded of his 
apoflles whom men called him, they anfwered, fome 
Elias, fome a prophet, &c. But Chrift replied untb 
Peter and faid, Whom %eft thou, Peter, that I arh ? 
Peter anfwered, Thou art Chrift the Son of God : ami 
Chrift replied, Thou art Peter, and upon this rock will 
J build my church. The doctors interpreting this place, 
Upon this rock, expound it thus, Not only on the faith 
of Peter, but upon Peter himfeif. • 

Again, where Chrift demanded of Peter, being 
amongft the reft of his apoftles, three times over, 
Pertr, loveft thou me? he gave him charge over his 
ilieep, Feed my fticcp, feed .my lambs, for as in the 
old law were appointed two heads over the people of 
Jfracl, Mofes and Aaron,- Mofes as chief, and Aaron 
next head under him ; fo in the new law there were two 
heads of the church, which were Chrift and Peter. 

Now as touching the pope's laws, where you fay 
they are contrary, becaufe the fervice M hich ThouM be 
(as you fay) in Engliih, is in Lathi; I anfwer, Whom- 
ever will take the pains toperufe the fourteenth chapter ! 
of the firft cpiftle to the Corinthians, fhaH find, that j 
nis meaning is concerning preachiiig, and by the way 
only of praying. . . 

Again, where you fay, that the pope's holincfs doth ' 
takeaway one part of the facrament from the lay-men, 
and Chrift would have it under both, you can 'fay no 
more but this, Drink ye all of this. And what fbl- 
lowcth, And all drank thereof. Now if a man would 
befo froward with you, he might fay that Chrift gave it 
°nly to his difciphs, in uhofe places fucceeded priefls, 
and not lay-men. . 

And admit that Chrift commanded it to be received 
under both kinds, yet the church hath authority to 
flange that, as well as others. Jt was a precept that 
the facrament fhould be adminiftercd after fopper, the 
tnurch hath altered ir, and commanded it to be received ■ 
wlting. And where Chrift did break the bread, were- } 
<*ive the whole hoft. Chrift adminiftercd fitrili" at the j 
tal 'K »e finding at the altar. 



If /rfren'rhe'chufch may change things that arc fo cx- 
prelTed ih the fcripture's, The may alfochange the ibrni 
oif -receiving of lav-m<5n under both kinds. 

Bu t Why would you 'have it under both kinds, I pray 
you'^ffe, but only to pcrvcrr and contradict' the coirx- 
mahclrtl<fit of the chu're'h ? for, when you had it under 
both kinds, y_(i.u believed in neither. And \vc having 
but'Onc, ^beiieve both kinds. ' 

. And thus the pi, k- e ended his worfhipTu! talc, After 
\vtrorti Dr. "Story tbOk'the matter, and thus inferred in 
words, as'foltdweth. ' 

Mr. Cranmer, you have made a goodly procefscon- 
cerhihg your heretical oath iha.de to the king, but you 
forget 'y/OD'r oath made. to" the fee apofto! ic. As concern- 
'i'ng'yovir 6a th made to die king, it .you made it to him 
only, it tool- ah end by ! .1 . r\ ind fo it is e .mIk. 
if yo'u tH.Yde it to his fucceffbrs, well, fir, thetrue fuc— 
ceffers have the empire, and. they will you to diffblve 
the fame, a'hd become a member of ChrifTs church 
agni'n, a'fid it 'ftandcth well with charity. 

To this the archbifhop, anfwered again, but that 
Wsfwe'r Was 'fupprefTcd j he then returns to the words of" 
Dr. Story, who imperioufly turning his fpeech agaiii 
to the arc -hbifiipp, faid as follows: '.' . 

Mold your peace, fir, and foitfha'll right well become 
you, colifidering that I gave .you licence before to fay 
your fancy. Your oath was no oath : for it lacked the 
three points of an oath, that is to fay, judgment, righte- 
OufhcFs, and truth. 

Then Dr. Story immediately called for witnefica to 
be prodoecd, who mould be fworn npori the book, to 
Utter and declare the next day what they knew, cr could 
remember to be inferred againft Dr. Cranmcr's hercfy. 
The names of the wilnefTes are the'fe following: 

Dr. Marfha]'l, commifiary, and dean of Chrift- 
church. 

Dr. Smith, finder commiffary, 

Dr. Trcfham. Mr. Ctirtop, 

Dr. Crook, Mr. WardJ, 

Mr. London, Mr. Series. 

After the demolitions of which witncfTes being taken, 
Dr. Story a'dmoni'flied the archbifhop, permitting him 
to fiiiike his exceptions, if he thought any of the faid 
wimeffes were to be refufed. The archbiihOp refufed 
them all, as being men perjured, and not in chriftian 
religion. For if to fwe.ir, faid he, againft the pope, 
WeTe-urilawful, they fhould rather have given their lives, 
than their Oath. But if it were lawful, then they arc 
perjured, to defend him whom they forfwore before. 
Neverthclcfs, rhisanfu er of the archbifhop being lightly 
regarded, as little to the purpofe appertaining, he was 
commanded again to the place from whence he came. 
Who at his.departiiTg out, like as at his firlt coming in, 
paid low obedience to Dr. Martin and Dr. Story^ the 
queen's commiffioncrs, but took no notice of the bifhop 
of G.Oucefter, the pope"s delegate; upon which all the 
others fofe up, and departed every one to his own. 

The anfwers being recited by report of apapift, feem 
to be partially handled, we fhall now more amply 
declare what fpeech the archbifliop ufed for himfeif, 
by the faithful relation of others, who were prefent. 

A more full Anfwer of Dr. CRANMFR, Archbifliop of 
Canterbury, lo the'jirjl Oration of !3ifhop BROODS. 

MY lord, you have very learnedly and eloquently, 
in your oration, put me in remembrance of man£ 
things touching niyfclf, wherein 1 do not mean to fpend 
the time in anfwering of them. I acknowledge God's 
goodnefs to me in all his gifts, and thank bim as hear- 
tily for this flate wherein I find myfelf now, as ever I 
did for the time of my profperity ; and it is not the 
lOfs o." my promotions that grieveth me. The grcaieft 
grief I have ever had in all my life is to fee the king and 
queen's majcflies, by their proc'to.rs, here to become my 
accufcrs, and that ill their own realm and country, 
before a foreign power. 

Alas! what hath the pope 'to do in Kngland; v, hofe 
jurifdiAion is fo far different from the jurifdi.ticn of 
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this realm, that it is impoflible to be true to the one, 
and true to the other. The laws alfo are fo diverfe, 
that whofoever fweareth to both, muft needs incur per- 
jury to the one. On the day of the coronation, the 
queen took a folemn oath to obferve all the laws and li- 
berties of this realm of England, and alfo took an oath 
to the bifliop of Rome, promifing to maintain that fee. 
The ftatc of Engtand being fo repugnant to the fu- 
premacy of the pope, it is impoflible but fhe muft needs 
be forfworn in the one. Wherein if her grace had 
been faithfully advertifed by her counfel, then furely 
fhe would never have done it. 

The laws of this realm are, that the king of Englaad 
is fupremc governor of all his countries and dominions ; 
and that he holdeth his crown and fceptre of himfelf, 
by the ancient laws, cuftoms, and defcents of the kings 
of the realm, and of none other; that all bilhops and 
priefts offending in cafes of felony or treafon, are to be 
judged and tried by the laws and culloms of the 
realm ; that whofoever hindereth the execution or pro- 
ceeding of the laws of England for any other foreign 
laws ccclefiaftical or temporal, incurrcth the danger of 
a premunire. 

Thefe things and many more examples he allcdgcd, 
which (he faidj ftirred him, that he could not give his 
confent to the receiving of fuch an enemy into the 
realm, fubverting its dignity and ancient liberties. 

And as for herefy and fchifm, wherewith he was 
charged, he protefted, that he knew none that he main- 
tained. But if that were an. herefy to deny the pope's 
authority, and the religion which the fee of Rome hath 
publifhed to the world thefe latter years, then all the 
ancient fathers of the primitive church, the apoftles, 
and Chrift himfelf taught herefy; and he defired all 
then prefent to bear him witnefs, that he took the tra- 
ditions and religion of that ufurping prelate to be mod 
erroneous, falfe, and againft the doctrine of the whole 
fcripture. 

For it was moft evident that he had advanced himfelf 
above all emperors and kings of the world, whom he 
aflirmeth to hold their eftatcs and empires of him, as of 
their chief, and to be at his commandment to depofe 
and erect at his good will and pleafure; fetting his feet 
on the emperor's neck, having others to hold his ftirrup; 
others he had difplaced and removed from their empires 
and feats royal : and not content herewithal, more in- 
folent than Lucifer, he hath occupied the higheft place 
in this world, above kings and princes, and hath fur- 
ther prefumed to fit in the feat of Almighty God, 
which is the confeience of man. 

He hath brought in gods of his own framing, and 
invented a new religion, full of gain and lucre, contrary 
to the doctrine of the holy fcripture, only for the 
maintaining of his kingdom, 

This enemy of God and of our redemption, is fo evi- 
dently pointed out in the fcriptures by fuch manifeft 
figns and tokens, which all fo clearly appear in him, 
that except a man will (hut his eyes and heart againft 
the light, he cannot but know him : and therefore, for 
my part, I will never give my confent to the receiving 
of him into this church of England. While he thus 
made his anfwer, ye heard before ho a Dr. Martin and 
Dr. Story interrupted him divers times with blafphe- 
mous talk, and would fain have had the bifhop of Glou- 
cester to put him to filence: who notwithftanding did 
not, but frittered him to end his talc at full. After this 
you heard alfo how they proceeded to examine him of 
divers articles, whereof the chief was, that at the time 
of being created archbilhop of Canterbury, he was 
fvvorn to the pope, and had his institution and induction 
from him, andthen promifed to maintain the authority 
of that fee, and therefore was perjured: wherefore he 
fhould rather ftick to his firft oath, and return to his 
old fold again, than to continue obftinate in an oath 
forced in time of fchifm. 

To that he anfwered, faving his proteftation, (which 
Term he ufed before al ! . his anfwers,) That at fuch time 
archbifhop Warham died, he was ambaffador in Ger- 
many for the king. 



He then ftatcd what meafures he had taken to avoid 
the promotion intended for him, and delayed his return 
home for half a year; that he interefted his friends 
after that return, to requeft fome fmaller living forhim' 
and by every proper means he could devife, to ihift off 
the appointment to. fo weighty a charge. ■ : And .when 
the king would have no denial, he declared that 
neither could or would ever receive it at the pope's 
hands; on which it was anfwered, that he might doit 
by way of proteftation and fo one to be fent to Rome 

- who might take the oath, and do every thing in his 
name. The archbilhop then faid, that whoever did this 
fhould do it fuper animam fuam, and that he hinifelf 
did not acknowledge the pope's authority any further 

i than as it agreed with the exprefs word of God, and 
that it might at all times be lawful for him to controvert 
his errors. This proteftation he had caufed to be en- 
rolled. 

They objected to him alfo that he was married, which 
he conferred. Whereunto Dr. Martin faid, that his 
children were bondmen, to the fee of Canterbury. At 
which faying the archbifhop fmiled, and afked him, if a 
prieft at his benefice kept, a concubine, and had by her 
baftards, whether they were bondmen to the benefice or 
I no, faying, 1 truft you will make my children's qaufes no 

A number of othfcr trifling and fooliih objections were 
made, with a repetition whereof I thought not to trou- 
ble the reader. Thus after they had received his anfwers 
to all their objections, they cited him (as is aforefaid) 
to appear at Rome within fourfcore days, to make there 
his perfonal anfwers. 

On Dr. Martin's quibbling objections about the 
fuprcme head of the church, the archbilhop obferved 
that Chrift- was fupreme head of the univerfal church, 
but the king of the people of England, ccclefiaftical as 
well as civil. He was afterwards cited to appear at 
Rome within fourfcore days, there to make his perfonal 
anfwers; but, inftead of being fent there by the king 
and queen, to which he affentcd, he was carried back to 
prifon, and there confined, and within twenty days 
after a letter executory was fent from the pope to degrade 
and deprive him, contrary to all law and julticc, and 
at the end of the fourfcore years he was declared con- 
tumacious, and for fuch abfence condemned to die. 

A definitive letter or fentence from the pope of the 
lit of January, was received in England, appointing 
Dr. Thirlby, bilhop of Ely, and Dr. Bonner, bifliop 
of London, commilfioners to deprive and degrade hirny 
and afterwards to excommnnicate him; for which per- 
pofe the archbifhop was ordered to appear on the 14th 
of February. Of the characcter of the former, it ought 
to be remarked, that the archbilhop had ever been his 
principal fupporter, and moft liberal benefactor; 'with 
the latter, the reader has been too well acquainted al- 
ready. On the day appointed, they read their com- 
miflion, reciting the caufes which had produced it, 
falfely and unblufhihgly aflerting that witnefles had 
been heard on his behalf, and that he wanted nothing 
to his neccflary defence ; after which they inverted him 
in canvas robes, with a mitre and pall,' in folemn 
mockery, when Bonner thought fit in thefe taunting 
words to addrefs him : 

This is the man that hath ever defpifed the pope's 
holinefs, and now is to be judged by him. This is the. 
man that hath pulled down fo many churches, and now 
is come to be judged in a church. This is the man 
that contemned thebleflid facrament of the altar, and 
now is come to be condemned before that bleffed facra- 
ment hanging over the altar. This is the man that like 
Lucifer fat in the place of Chrift upon an altar to judge 
others, and now is come before an altar to be judged 
himfelf. 

Thus Bonner went on in his rhetorical repetition 
lying and railing againft the archbilhop, beginning every 
fentence with, This is the man, this is the man, till at 
length every man grew tired of his unmannerly ufageot 
him in that time and place; infomuch that the bilboP 
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of divers times pulled him by the fleeve to make an 
end, and faid to him afterward when they went to dinner, 
that he had broken promife with him ; for he had intreat- 
ed him earncftly to ufe him with reverence. 

After all this done and finifhed, they began then to 
buftle toward his degrading, and firft to take from him 
his crofier-ftaff out of his hands, which he held faft, and 
refufed to deliver, and withal imitating the example of 
Martin Luther, puiled an appeal out of his left fleeve 
under the wrift, which he there and then delivered unto 
them, faying, 1 appeal to the next general council ; and 
herein I have comprehended my caufe and the form of 
jt, which I defire may be admitted; and prayed diver* 
of the ftanders-by, by name, to be witneffes, and efpe- 
ciilly Mr. Curtop, to -whom he fpake twice. 

The copy of which appellation, becaufe it was not 
printed before, I thought here to exhibit, ad ret wetnq- 
riem, as in form here followeth. 

We T?nc# pfthe APPEAL of the Arehbifhop ofCAti- 
TERBURY/rw; the POPE to the next GENERAL 
COUNCIL. 

IN the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

Firft, my plain proteftation made, that I intend to 
fpeak nothing againft one holy catholic and apoftolical 
church, or the authority thereof, (which authority I have 
in great reverence, and to whom my mind is in all 
things to obey) and if any thing peradventure, either 
by flipperinefs of tongue, or by indignation of abufes, 
or elfe by the provocation of mine adverfaries, be fpoken 
or done otherwife than well, or not with fuch reverence 
as becometh me, I am mart readv to amend it. 

Although thebifhop of Rome (whom they call pope) 
beareth the room of Chrift in earth, and hath authority 
of God, yet by that power or authority he is not become 
unfinnable, neither hach he received that power to de- 
firoy, but to edify the congregation. Therefore if he 
lhall command any thing that is not right to be done, he 
ought to take it patiently, and in good part, in cafe he 
be not therein obeyed. And he muft not be obeyed, if 
he command any thing againft the precepts of God ■ 
no, rather he may lawfully be refifted, even as Paul 
withftood Peter. And if he, being aided by the help of 
princes, deceived perchance by falfe fuggeftiori, or with 
evil courifel, cannot be refifted, but the rernedies of 
withftanding htm be taken away, there is neverthelefs 
one remedy of appealing, (which no prince can take 
away) uttered by the law of nature: forafmuch as it is 
a certain defence, which is meet for every body by the 
law of God, of nature, and of man. 

And whereas the laws do permit a man to appeal, not 
only from the griefs and injuries done, but alfo from 
inch as (hall be done hereafter, or threatened to be done, 
infomuch that the inferior cannot make laws of not ap- 
pealing to a fuperior power; and fince it is openly 
enough confeffed, that a holy general council,' lawfully 
gathered together in the Holy Ghoft, and reprefenting 
the.holy catholic church, is above the pope, efpecially 
m matters concerning faith; that he cannot make de- 
crees that men ftiall not appeal from him to a general 
council : therefore I, Thomas Cranmer, archbiftiop 
of Canterbury, or in time paft ruler of the metropolitieal 
ufi? °f ^"terbury, dotflor in divinity, do fay and 
publiih before you the public notary, and witnefles here 
prefent, with mind and intent to challenge and appeal 
trom the perfons and griefs-underneath written, arid to 
proffer myfelf in place and time convenient anfl .meet, 
to prove the articles that follow. Arid 1 openly confefs, 
that! : would lawfully have publifhed them before this 
oay rf I might have had either liberty to come abroad 
mylelt or hcenfe of a notary and withefies. But' fur- 
of the law! ^ t0 df> ' 1 kn ° W Wdl * " 0t re 1 u '«d 
«f r f irft, - I i ky and P ubli{h , th at James by the mercy 
ri.i r* Pf*' calUd Ca «-dinal of the Pit, and of the 
title of our lady in the church of Rome, judgeandcOm- 
nnn^ f Pf cwl Jy deputed of our moft holy lonfi the 
Pope, (as he affirmed) caufed me to be cited tol&me, 
were to appear fourfcore days after the ckatibri ferved 



on mei to make anfwer to certain articles touchine the 
peril of my ftate and life: and whereas I was' kept in 
prifon with moft ftrait ward, fo that I could in no wife 
be differed to go to Roine, nor to come out of prifon 
(and in fo grievous caufes concerning ftate and life, no 
man is bound to fend a proclor) ; and though I would 
ever fo fain fend my proctor, yet by reafon of poverty 
J/am i not able (for all that ever I had, wherewith I 
mould bear my prodtor's colts and charges, is quite 
taken from i me), , neverthelefs the mpft reverend cardi- 
nal aforefaid doth fore threaten me, that whether I fhall 
appear or nor, he w.ll neverthelefs yet proceed in judg- 
ment againft me ; wherein I feel myfelf lb grieved, that 
nothing can be imagined more mifchievous or further 
from reafon. * 

2. Secondly , The reverend father James Brooks, by 
the mercy of God, bifhop of Gloucefter, judge and under- 
deputy (as he affirmeth) of the moft reverend cardinal 
caufed me to be cited at Oxford, (where I was then kept' 
in prifon) to anfwer to certain articles, concerning tne 
danger of my ftate and life. And when I being un- 
earned and ignorant in the laws, defired counfelof the 

learned m the laws, that thing was moft unrighteoufly 
denied me, contrary to the equity of all laws both of 
God. and man. Wherein again I feel myfelf moft 
wrongfully grieved. ' 

3. And when I- refufed the faid bifhop of Gloucefter 
t0 V"k judse * for moft juft caufes, which I th( - 



clared, he neverthelefs w 



1 ftill, and made procefs 



againft me, contrary to the rule of the laws of appeal- 
ing, whrch fay, A judge that is refufed ought not to 
proceed m the caufe, but to leave off. And when he 
had required of me anfwers to certain articles, I refufed 
to makehim any anfwer: I faid 1 would gladly make 
aniwer to the moft renowned king and queen's deputies 
or attornies then prefent, with this condition notwith- 
Itanding, that mine fhould be extrajudicial, and that 
was permitted me. And with this my proteftation made 
and admitted, I made anfwer; but my anfwer was Hid- 
den and unprovided for: and therefore 1 defired to have 
a copy of mjne anfwers, that I might add to, take away 
change and amend them ; and this was alfo permitted 
me. Neverthelefs, contrary to his promife made unto 
me, no refpedt had to my proteftation,' nor licence given 
to amend mine anfwer, the faid reverend father bifhop 
ol GlouCefter (as I hear) commanded mine anfwers to 
be ena#ed contrary- to the equity of the law. ' In which 
thing again I feel myfelf much grieved. 

4- Furthermore, I could not, for many caufes, ad- 
mit the bifhop of Rome's ufurped authority in this realm 
nor confent 'toit: for my'folemn oath hindering me, 
which I made in the ritrie of king Henry the) Eighth, pf 
moft: famous memory, According to the laws of Eng- 
and. Secondly, bSCaufe'I knew the authority of the 
bifhop of Rome, which he u fur ,<-'\ to be againft the 
crown, cuftoms, and law's 'of tl. .-. -almof England, In- 
fomuch, that neither the king can be crowned in this 
realm, without the 'moft grievous crime of perjury, nor 
may biftiops enjoy their bishopries, nor judgments to 
be ufed according to the laws and cuftoms of this realm, 
except by the bilhop of Rome's authority, be accurted 
both the king.and queen, the judges, writers, and' exe- 
cutors of the laws and', cuftpms, with all that confent 
to them.; Finally, the wboje realm fhall' bc accurfed. 

5. Moreover, that heinbtis ahd ufurped authority" of 
the bifhop of Rome, through r.efervations of the bifhop- 
rics, provisions, annuates,. difpenfations, pardpns, ap- 
pellations, bulls, and other merchandize of Rome, was 
wont exceedingly to fpoil and confumc the riches arid 
fubftance of this realm, all' which things fhould follow 
again by recognizingand receivirig'of that ufurped au- 
thority unto the infinite lofs of this 'realm. 

6. "Finally, it is rpdft evident by that ufurped autho- 
rity, riot only the crown of England to be under the 
yoke, the laws and cuftoms of this realm to be thrown 
down/ and trodden under foot, but alfo the moft holy 
decrees of councils, together with the precepts both of 
the gofpel and of God. ' " 

Wh.en in times pKft ;th'e Sun pf righteoufnefs being 
nfen in thc world, ' chrifliari Religion, by the preachin| 
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of the apoftles, began to be fpread very far abroad, and ! : 
to flourifh, infomuch that their found went out into all 
the world ; innumerable people, which walked in dark- 
nefs, faw a great light, God's glory every where pub- 
lished did flourifh, the only cark and care of the minifters 
of the church was purely and fincerely to preach Chrift: ; 
the people to embraee and follow Chrift's dodlrine. 
Then the church of Rome, as it were lady of the world, 
both was, and alfo was counted worthily the mother of 
other churches, forafmuch as then {he firft begat to 
Chrift, nourifhed with the food of pure doctrine, did 
help them with their riches, fuccourcd the oppreffed, 
and was a fanctuary for the miferahle, (he rejoiced with 
them that rejoiced, and wept with them that wept. 
Then by the examples of the bifhops of Rome, riches 
were defpifed, worldly glory and pomp was trodden un- 
der foot, pleafurcs and riot nothing regarded. Then 
this frail and uncertain life, being full of miferies, was 
laughed to fcorn, whilft thro' the examples of Romifh 
martyrs, men did every where prefs forward to the life 
to come. But afterward, when the ungracioufnefs of 
damnable ambition, never-fatisfied avarice, and the 
horrible enormity of vices, had corrupted and taken 
the fee of Rome, there followed every where almoft 
the deformities of all churches, growing out of kind 
into the manners of the church their mother, leaving 
their former innocency and purity, and flipping into 
foul and heinous ufages. 

For the aforefaid and many other griefs and abufes, 
(which I intend to prove, and to proffer myfelf in time 
convenient to prove hereafter) fince reformation of the 
above-mentioned abufes is not to be looked for of the 
bifhop of Rome, neither can I hope, by reafon of his 
wicked abufes and ufurped authority, to have him an 
equal judge in his own caufe: therefore I do challenge 
and appeal in thefe writings from the pope, having no 
. good council, and from the above named pretences, 
c6mmi(Tions, and judges, from their citations, proceffes, 
and from ail other thiugs that have orfliall follow there- 
upon, and from every one of them, and from all their 
fentences, cenfures, pains, and punifhments of curling, 
fufpenfion, and interdicting, and from all others what- 
foever their denouncings and declarations (as they pre- 
tend) of fchifm, of herefy, adultery, deprivation, de- 
grading by them, or by any of them, in any manner or 
■way attempted, done, and fet forwerd to be attempted, 
to be done and to be fet forward hereafter (faving al- 
ways their honours and reverences) as unequal and un- 
righteous, molt tyrannical, and violent, and from every 
grief to come, which fhall happen to me, as well for 
myfelf as for all and every one that cleaveth to me, or 
will hereafter be on my fide, unto a free general coun- 
' cil, that fhall hereafter lawfully be, and in a fure place, 
where I, or a proctor deputed by me, may freely and 
with fafety come, and to him' or them, to whom a man 
may by the law, privilege, cuftom, or otherwifc, clial- 
lenge and appeal.. 

And I defire the firft, the fecond, and third, time, 
inftantly, more inftantly, and moft inftantly, that 'I 'may 
have meffengers, if there be- any man that will and can 
give me them. And 1 make open promife of profe- 
cuting this mine appellation, by the way of difannul- 
.ling, abufe, inequality, and unrighteroufnefs, or other- 
" wife as I {hall be better able: choice and liberty referved 
to me, to put to, diminifh, changie, correct, and in- 
' terpret my fayings, and to reform all things after a 
better fafhion ; faving always to me every other benefit 
'. of the law, and to them that either be, or will be on 
'. my part. 

And touching my dodlrine of the facramenr, and 
other my dodlrine, of what kind foever it be, I proteft 
that it was never my mind to write, fpeak, or under-- 
ftand any thing contrary to the moft holy word of God, 

. or elfe againft the holy catholic church of Chrift, but 
purely and fimply to imitate and teach thofe things 
only, which I had learned of the facred fcripture, and . 
of the holy catholic church of Chrift from the begin-!' 
ning, and alio according to the expofition of the m.oft i 

. learned fathers and martyrs of the church. 

And if any thing hath peradventure chanced other- 
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wife than 1 thought, I may err, but heretic I cannot be. 
forafmuch as I am ready in all things to follow the i ua V 
ment oF the moft facred word of God, and of the holy 
catholic church, defiring none other thing, than meekly 
and gently to be taught if any where (which God f or 
bid) I have fwerved from the truth. 

And I proteft and openly confefs, that in all my doc 
trine and preaching, both of thefacrament, and of m v 
other dodlrine whatfoever it be, not only I mean and 
judge of. thofe things, as the catholic church, and the 
moft holy fathers of old, with one accord, have meant 
and judged, but alfo I would gladly ufe the fame words 
that they ufcd, and not ufe any other words, but to fet 
my hand to all and Angular their fpeeches, phrafes 
ways, and forms of fpeech, which they do ufe in their 
treatifes upon the facrament, and to keep ftill their in 
terpretation. But in this thing I am only accufed for 
an heretic, becaufe I allow not the dodlrine lately 
brought in of the facrament, and becaufe I confent not 
to words not accuftomed in fcripture, and unknown to 
the ancient fathers, but newly invented and brought i n 
by men, and belonging to the deftruction of foul!, and 
overthrowing of pure and old religion. Yea, even^ &c. 

This appeal being put up to the bifliop of Ely, he faid 
to the archbifhop, My lord, our commiflion is to pro 
ceed againft you, mnni appellation remo/a, and therefore 
we cannot admit it. 

Why (quoth the archbifhop) then you do me the 
more wrong ; for my cafe is not as every private man's 
cafe. The matter is immediately between the pope 
and me, and none otherwifc : and I think no man 
ought to be a judge in his own caufe. 

Well, quoth Ely, if it may be admitted, it fhall, and 
fo received it of him. And then he began earneftly io 
perfuade the archbifhop to confidcr his ftate, and to 
weigh it well, while there was time to do him good, 
promifing to become a fuiter to the king and queen for 
him ; and fo protcfted his great love and friendfhip that 
had been between them, heartily weeping, fo that for a 
time he could not go on with his tale. After going for- 
ward, he earneftly affirmed, that if it had not been the 
king and queen's commandment, whom he could not 
deny, elfe on worldly advantages fhou.ld have made him 
to have done it ; concluding that to be one of the for- 
rowfullcft things that ever happened unto him. The 
archbifhop gently fe'eming to comfort him, faid, he was 
very well content withal : and fo they proceeded to his 
degradation ; the perfect form whereof, with all the 
rites and ceremonies thereunto appertaining, taken out 
of the pope's pontifical, we have already defcribed. 

To be fhort, when they came to take off his pall, (which 
is a folemn vefture only belonging to an archbifhop) 
then faid he, Which .of you hath a pall, to take off my 
. pall? which imported as much as they being his in- 
feriors, could not degrade him.. Whereunto one of 
them anfwered, confeffing that as. they were but bifhops 
they were inferior to him, and therefore not competent 
judges; but, as being the pope's delegates, they had 
authority to take his pall, which accordingly they did; 
. and, fo proceeding, took every thing in order from him, 
. as it was put on. Then a barber, clipped his hair round 
about, and the bifliop fcraped . the tops of his .fingers 
: where he had been anointed, wherein bifliop Bonner 
behaved himfelf as roughly and unmannerly as the other 
bifliop was to hirn foft and gentle. Whilft they were 
. thus; doing, All this, quoth the archbifhop, needed 
not ; I had myfelf done with this gear long ago. Lalt 
of all they ftripped him out of his gown into a jacket, 
and put upon him a poor yeoman beadle's gown, fu" 
■ bare and nearly , worn, and as ill-fhaped as one might 
probably fee, and a townfman's cap on his head, and fo 
delivered him to the fecular power. . - . 

After this pageant of degradation, and all was finifh- 
cd, then fpake lord Bonner, faying to him, Now are 
you no, lord anymore: and fo whenever he fpake to 
the . people of him, (as he was continually barking 
agapift.him) he ever, ufed this term, This gentleman 
here, &c. 

'. . And thus, with great.compafllonHand. pity of every 
nun. 
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„ i n this evil favoured gown was he carried to pri- 
son ' Whom there followed a gentleman of Gloucfelter- 
fhire, with the archbifhop's own gown, who (landing 
bv and being thought to be toward one of the bifhops, 
had it delivered unto hirri; who by the way talking with 
kirn faid, the bifhop of Ely protefted his friendfhip 
with tears. Yet (faid he) he might have tifed a great ' 
deal more friendfhip towards rhe, and never have been 
worfe thought on, for I have well deferved it: and 
going up into the prifon with him, afked him if he 
would drink. He anfwered him, r aying, if he had a 
piece of fait fifh; that he had a better will to eat: for 
he had been that day fbmewhat troubled with this mat- 
ter, and had eaten little, but now that it is paft, my 
heart (faid he)'is welf quieted. Whereupon the gentle- 
man faid, he would give him money with all his heart, 
for he was able to do it. But he being doubtful of the 
law, and fearing Mr. Farmer's cafe, durft therefore give 
him nothing, but gave money to the bailiffs that flood 
by, and faid that if they were good men they would 
beftow it 611 him (for my lord of Canterbury had riot 
one penny in his purfetohelp him), and fo left him, my 
lord bidding -him earheftly fare wel, commending him- 
felf to his prayers and all his friends. That night this 
gentleman was detained by Bonner and Ely, for giving 
him this money: and but for the help of his friends, he 
had been fent'up to thecouncil. Such was the cruelty 
and iniquity of the time; that men could not do good 
without punifhmcnt. 

Mean time, while the archbifhop was thus remain- 
ing in durance ( whom they had kept now in prifon 
almoft the fpace of three years), the doctors and divines 
of Oxford bulled themfelves all that ever they could 
about Dr. Cranmer, to perfuade him to recant, en- 
deavouring by all the crafty practices and allurements 
they could invent to bring their purpofe to pafs. And 
to the intent they might win him the more ealily, they 
entertained him in the dean of Chrift-church's houfe, in 
the /aid univerfity, where, he lacked no delicate fare, 
played at bowls, had his pleafure for walking; and all 
other things that might bring him from Chrift. And 
be/ides ajl this, theyfecretly fuborned certain men, who 
when they could not, prevail . by arguments, and dif- 
putation, fhould by intreaty and fair promifes, or any. 
other means, allure him to a recantation, perceiving 
otherwife what a great wound they fhould receive, if the 
archbifhop. b.ad flood fteadfaft in this fentence; and 
again on' tbepther fide, what great profit they fhould 
get, if lie, as the principal ftandard-bearer, fhould be 
overthrown. By reafon whereof the wily priefts flocked 
about him, with threatening, flattering, intreating and 
pxomifing, and all, other means; efpecially Henry Sydal, 
and Friar John de Villa Garcina, a Spaniard, to the end 
to drive him, to the uttermoft of their poflibility, from 
his, former fentence to recantation. ■ I 

Firff, they fet forth how acceptable it would be both 
to the king and queen, and efpecially how .'gainful to 
him, and for his foul's health the fame 'fhould be. They 
added moreover, how the , council arid the noblemen 
bare'hinv g 0 o 1 d will. They put him~ in hope, that he 
fhould riot only have his life, but alio be reftorcd to his 
ancient dignity, faying, it was but a frriall matter, and 
roeafy that they required him' to do; only that he would 
fubferibe to a few words with his : own hand ;. which if 
he did, there fhould be nothihg in the realm that the 
queen would not eafily grant him, whether he would 
have riches or dignity, orelfe if he had rather live a pri- 
vate life in quiet reft, in whatfoever place he liked, 
without all public miniftry, only that he would fet his 
name in two words to a little leaf of paper; but if he 
Kfufed, there was no hope of health and pardon : for 
tn e queen was fo purpofed that fhe fhould have Cran- 
jner a catholic, or elfe no Cranmer. Therefore he 
nould chufe whether he thought it better to end his 
J»te fhbrtly in the flames arid r fire-brands now ready to 
°e kindled, than with mu£h honour to prolong his 
» f e until the courfe of nature did call him: for there 
no middle way. 



Moreover, they exhorted him that he would look , to 
his wealth, hisefiiination and quietnefs, faying, that he 
was. not fo, old,. but that many yeArs yet- remained in this 
his fo lufty age;' and if he would not do it in refpect of 
the queen, yet he fhould do it for refpecT: of his life, 
arid not fufter that other men fhould be more careful for 
his health than he was himfelf ; faying, that this was 
agreeable to his learning and notable virtues : which 
being adjoined with his' life would be profitable both to 
himfelf and to many others: but being extinct by death, 
fhould be: fruitful to no man: that he fhould take heed 
that he went not too far ; yet there was time enough to 
reftore all things fafe, and nothing wanted, if he want- 
ed not to himfelf. Therefore they would have him lay 
hold upon the occafion of his health while it was offered, 
left if he would not refufe it, he might hereafter feek 
it when he could not have it. 

Finally, if the defire of life did nothing move him, 
yet he fhould remember that to die is grievous in all 
ages, and efpecially in thefe his years and flower of dig- 
nity it were more grievous: but to die in the fire and 
fuch torments is moft grievous of all. With thefe and 
like provocations thefe fair flatterers ceafed not to foli- 
clt and urge him, ufing all poffible means they could 
to draw him to their fide,- whofe force his manly con- 
ftancy did a great while refift. But at laft when they 
made no end of calling and crying upon him, the 
archbifhop being overcome, whether through their im- 
portunity, or by his own imbecility, or of what mind, I 
cannot tell, at length gave his hand. 

It might be fuppofed that it was done for the hope of 
life, and better days to come. But as we may fince 
perceive by a letter of his font to a lawyer, the greateft 
caufe why he defired his timejo be delayed, was that 
he would make an end of Marcus Antonius, which he 
had already begun: but howfoever it was plain, to be 
againft his confeience. The form of which recantation, 
made by the friars and doctors, whereto he fubferibed, 
was this: 

the COPY and WORDS of Dr. CRANMER's 
RECANTATION. 

T. THOMAS CRANMER, late archbifhop of Can- 
JL terbury, do renounce, abhor, and detcft, all manner 
of herefies arid errors of Luther and Zuinglius, and all 
other teachings which are contrary to found and true 
doctrine. And 1 believe mbft conftantly in my heart, 
and with my mouth I confefs one holy and. catholic 
church vifible, without which there is" no falvatlon ; and 
thereof I acknowledge the bifhop of Rome to be fu- 
preine head in earth, whom I acknowledge to be the 
higheft bifhop arid.pope, and Chrift's vicar, unto whoni 
all chriftian people ought to be fubjecT:. 

And as concerning the facraments, I believe and 
worfhip in the facrament of the altar the very body 
and blood of Chrift, 'being contained moft truly under 
the forms of bread. and wine; the .bread through the 
mighty power of God being turned into the body of bur 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, and the wine into his blood. 

And in the other fix facraments, alfo, (like as 
in. this) I believe, and hold as the uriivcrfAl churcbi 
holdeth, and the; church of Rome judgeth. and deter- 
rni.neth. , " 

Furthermore, I believe that there is a place of pur- 
gatory, where fouls departed be punifHed for a time, 
for whom the. church doth godly'and wh'olefomeiy 
pray, like as it doth honour faints and make prayers 
to them. 

Finally, in all things I profefs, that I do riot other- 
wife believe, than the catholic church and church of 
Rome holdeth and teacheth. I aril fbrry that ever I 
held or thought ptherwife. And I befeech Almighty 
God, that of his. mercy he will vouchfafe to forgive 
me, whatfoever I have offended againft God or his 
church, and alfo 1 defire ahej befeech all chriftian peo- 
ple to pray for me. 

And all fuch as have been deceived either by rinine 
example or doctrine, I require them by the blood of 
Jefus 
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Tefus Chrift, that they will return to the unity of the 
church, that we may be all of one mind, without fen if m 

° r And^toconclude, as I fubmit myfelf to the catholic 
church of Chrift, and to the fupreme head thereof, fo 1 , 
fubmit myfelf unto the mod: excellent majcfties of Fhilip 
and Marv, king and queen of this realm of England, 
&c and' to all other their laws and ordinances, being 
ready always as a faithful fubject ever to obey them. 
And God is my witnefs, that I have not done this for 
favour or fear of any perfon, but willingly and of mine 
own confeience, as to the inflruction of others. 

This recantation of the archbifhop was not fo foon 
conceived, but the doctors and prelates without delay 
caufed the fame to be imprinted, and fet abroad m all 
men's hands. Whereunto for better credit, fir It was 
added the name of Thomas Cranmer, wi'h a folcmn 
fubferiprion, then followed the witneffes of his recan- 
tation, Henry Sydal, and friar John de Villa Garcina. 
All this time Cranmer had no certain afiurance of his 
life although the fame was faithfully promifed to him 
by the dodlors: but after they had their purpofe, the 
reft they committed to all adventure, as became men 
of that religion to do. The queen, having now gotten 
a time to revenge her old grief, received his recanta- 
tion very gladly : but of her purpofe to put him to 
death fhe would nothing relent. 

Now was Dr. Cranmer in a miferable cale, having 
neither inwardly any quietnefs in his own confeience, 
nor yet outwardly any help in his adverfanes. 

Befides this, on the one fide was praife, on the other 
fidefcorn, on both fides danger, fo that he could neither 
die honeitly, nor yet honeftly live. And whereas he 
fought profit, he fell into double difprofit, that neither 
with good men he could avoid fecret fhamc, nor yet with 
evil men the note of diffimulation. 

In the mean time while thefe things were doing (as 
I fa id) in the prifon amongft the doctors, the queen 
taking fecret council how to difpatch Cranmer out of 
the way (who as yet knew not of her fecret hate, and 
not expecting death) appointed Dr. Cole, and fecretly 
gave him in commandment, that againft the " f 
March he fhould prepare a funeral fermon foi 
mer's burning, and fo intruding hi m " r 
diligently of her will and pleafure ' 
him away. , , 

Soon after the lord Williams, of Tame, and the lord 
Shandois, fir Thomas Bridges, and fir John Brown, were 
fent for, with other worlhipful men and jufticcs, com- 
manded in the queen's name to be at Oxford on the 
fame day, with their fervants and retinue, left Cran- 
mer's death fhould raife there any tumult. 

Dr. Cole having this leflbn given him before, and 
charged by her commandment, returned to Oxford, 
ready to play his part ; who as the day pf execution drew 
near, even the day before, came into the prifon to Dr. 
Cranmer, to try whether he abode in the catholic faith 
wherein before he had left him. To whom, when Cran- 
mer had anfwered, that by God's grace he would be 
daily more confirrn'd in the catholic faith; Cole depart- 
ing for that time, the next day following repaired to the 
archbifhop again, giving no fignification as yet of his 
death that was prepared. And therefore in the morn- 
ing, which was the 2 Lit day of March, appointed for 
Cranmer's execution, the faid Cole coming to him, 
afked him if he had any money, to whom when he 
had anfwered that he had none, he delivered fifteen 
crowns to give to the poor to whom he would : and fo 
exhorting him as r L 
faith, departed the 
fcrmon appertained. 

By this partly, and otherlikearguments, thearchbithop 
began more and more to furmife what they were about. 
Then becaufe the day was not farfpent and the lords and 
knights that were looked for were not yet come, there 
came to him the Spanifh friar, witnefs of his recantation, 
bringing a paper with articles, which Cranmer fhould 
openly profefs in his recantation before the people, 
carneftly defiring him that he would write the faid m- 
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ftrument with the articles with his own hand, and fi gn 
it with his name : which when he had done, the faid 
friar defircd that he would write another copy thereof 
which fliould remain with him, and that he did alfo 
But yet the archbifhop being not ignorant whereunto 
their fecret devices tended, and thinking that the time 
was at hand in which he could no longer difTemble the 
profeffion of his faith with Chrift's people, he put his 
prayer and his exhortation written in another pap cr 
fecretly into his bofom, which he intended to recite to 
the people before he fhould make the laft profeffion of 
his faith, fearing left if they heard the confeffion of his 
faith firft, they would not afterwards have fullered him 
to exhort the people. 

Soon after, about nine o'clock, the lord Williams, 
fir Thomas Bridges, fir John Brown, and the other 
juftices, with certain other noblemen, that were fent of 
the queen's council, came to Oxford with a great train 
of waiting men. Alfc of the other multitude on every 
fide (as is wont in fuch a matter) was made a great con. 
courfe, and greater expectation : for firft of all, they 
that were of the pope's fide were in great hope that day 
to hear fomething of Cranmer that fhould eftablifh the 
vanity of their opinion : the other part, who were en. 
dued with a better mind, could not yet doubt, that he 
who by continued ftudy and labour for fo many years, 
had fet forth the doctrine of the gofpel, either would or 
could now in the laft act of his life forfake his part. 
Briefly, as every man's will inclined, either to this part 
or to that, fo according to the diverfity of the defires, 
every man wifhed and hoped for. And yet becaufe in 
an uncertain thing the certainty could be known of 
none what would be the end ; all their minds were 
hanging between hope and doubt. So that the greater 
the expectation was in fo doubtful a matter, the mote 
was the multitude that was gathered thither to hear 
and behold. 

During this great expectation, Dr. Cmmer at length 
came from the prifon of Bocardo unto St. Mary's 
church, becaufe ic was a foul and rainy day, the chief 
church in the univerfity, in this order. The mayor 
went before, next him the aldermen in their place and 
degree ; after them was Cranmer brought between two 
friars, which mumbling to and fro certain pfalms in 
the ftreets, anfwered one another until they came to 
the church door, and there they began the fong of 
Simeon, Nunc dimittis; and entering into the church, 
the pfaim-fioging friars brought him to his flanding, 
and there left him. There was a ftage fet over-againft 
the pulpit, .of a mean height from the ground, where 
Cranmer had his ftanding, waiting until 'Dr. Colemadp 
ready for his fermon. 

The lamentable cafe and fight of that man was a for- 
rowful fpectacle to all chriftian eyes that beheld him. 
He that lately was archbifhop, metropolitan, and pri- 
mate of all England, and the king's privy counfeilor, 
being now in a bare and ragged gown, and ill favoured- 
Iy clothed, with an old fquare cap, e^pofed to .the .con- 
tempt of nil, men, did admonifh men not only of his 
own calamity, but alfo of their ftate and fortune, fet 
who would not pity his cafci ,and might, not, fear his 
own chance, to fee fuch.a jpj$»te, ifo grave a. counfeilor, 
and of fp long continued honour, after fo many dig- 
nities, in'his.pld years to.be depri ved of rhiseftate, ad- 
judged to die, and in fo painful a death to end bis lifc 
and now prefently from fuch frefh ornaments, todefcend 
to fuch vile and ragged apparel ? 

In this habit, when he had flood a good fpace upon 
the ftage, turning to a pillar near adjoining thereunto, 
he lifted up his hands to. heaven, and prayed unto Goo 
once or twice, rill at lengthi er- Cole coming into the 
pulpit, and beginning his fermon, entered firft i<W 
mention of Tobias and Zachary ; whom after he W 
praifed in the beginning of his fermon for their p?[- 
fev.erance in the true worfhippipg of God, he then di- 
vided his whole fermon imp three .parts (according 1 " 
the folcmn cuftom of the fchools), intending to fp* 
firft of the mercy of God : fecondly, of his jufticc to 
be fhewed : and laft of all, how the prince's iccrets ifi 
not to be opened. And proceeding a little from ^ 
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winning, he took occafion by and by to turn his tale 
to Cranmer, and with many hot words reproved him, 
that he being one endued with the favour and feeling 
0 f wholefome and catholic doctrine, fell into a con- 
trary opinion of pernicious error ; which he had not 
only defended by writings, and all his power, but alfo 
allured other men to do the like, with great liberality 
of gifts, as it were appointing rewards for error; and 
after he had allured them, by all means did chcrifh 
them- . . 

It were too long to repeat all things, that in long 
order were pronounced. The fum of his tripartite 
declamation was, that he faid God's mercy was fo tem- 
pered with his juftice, that he did not altogether require 
punifhment according to the merits of offenders, nor 
yet fometimes fuffered the fame to go altogether un- 
punifhed, yea, though they had repented. As in 
David, who when he was bidden to chufe of three 
kinds of punifhment which he would, and he had cho- 
fen pefHlence for three days ; the Lord forgave him half 
the time, but did not releafe all : and that the fame 
thing came to pafs in him alfo, to whom although par- 
don and reconciliation was due according to the canons, 
feeing he repented of his errors, yet there were caufes 
why the queen and the council at this time judged him 
to death ; of which, left he (hould marvel too much, 
he fhould hear fome. 

Firft, That being a traitor, he had diffolvcd the law- 
ful matrimony between the king and queen, her father 
and mother: befides the driving out of the pope's au- 
thority, while he was metropolitan. 

Secondly, That he had been an heretic, from whom 
as from an author and only fountain, all heretical doc- 
trine and fchifmatical opinion, that fo many years have 
prevailed in England, did firft rife and fpring; of which 
he had not been a fecret favourer only, but alfo a moll 
earned: defender even to the end of his life, fowing 
them abroad by writings and arguments, privately and 
openly, not without great ruin and decay of the catho- 
lic church. 

And further, it feemed meet, according to the law 
of equality, that as the death of the late duke of Nor- 
thumberland, made even with Thomas More, ■ chan- 
cellor, that died for the church, fo there fhould be one 
that fhould make even with Fifher, of Rochcfter : and 
becaufe that Ridley, Hooper, and Farrar, were not 
able to make even with that man, it feemed that Cran- 
mcr fhould be joined to them to fill up their part of 
equality. 

Befides thefe, there were other jufl and weighty 
caufes, which appeared to the queen and council, which 
was not meet at that time to be opened to the common 
people. 

After this, turning his tale to the hearers, he bid all 
men beware by this man's example, that among men 
nothing is fo high that can promife itfelf fafctyon the 
earth, and that God's vengeance is equally ftretched 
againft all men and fpareth none: therefore they fhould 
beware and learn to fear their prince. And feeing the 
queen's majefty would not fpare fo notable a man as this, 
much lefs in the like caufe would fhe fpare other men, 
that no man fhould think to make thereby any defence 
of his error, either in riches or any kind of authority. 
They had now an example to teach them all, by whofe 
calamity every man might confider his own fortune ; 
who from the top of dignity, none being more honour- 
able than he in the whole realm, and next the king, was 
fallen into fuch great mifery, as they might fee, being a 
perfon of fuch high degree, fometime one of the chief 
prelates of the church, and an archbifhop, the chief 
of the council, the fecond perfon in the realm a long 
'■me, a man thought in great afTurance, haying a king 
on his fide ; notwithstanding all his authority and defence, 
to be debafed from high eftate to a low degree, of a 
counfcllor to become a caitiff, and to be fet in fo wretch- 
ed a ftate, that the pooreft wretch would not change 
condition with him ; briefly fo heaped with mifery on 
all fides, that neither was left in him any hope of better 
fortune, nor place for worfe. 

The latter part \j{ his- fermon he converted to the 



archbifhop, whom he comforred and encouraged to take 
his death well, by many places of fcripture, as with thefe 
and fuch like; bidding him not to miftruft, but he 
fhould incontinently receive what the thief did, to 
whom Chrifr faid, " This day thou flialt be with me 
in paradife:" and out of St. Paul he armed him againft 
the terror of fire by this, " The Lord is faithful, which 
will not fuffer you to be tempted above your ftrength :" 
by the example of the three children, to whom God 
made the flame to feem like a pleafant dew; adding 
alfo the rejoicing of St. Andrew on his crofs, the pa- 
tience of St. Laurence in the fire, afTuring him, that 
God, if he called on him, and to fuch as die in his 
faith, either would abate the fury of the flame, or give 
him ftrength to abide it. 

He glorified God much in his converfion, becaufe it 
appeared to be only his work, declaring what travail 
and conference had been with him to convert him, and 
all prevailed not, till that it pleafed God of his mercy 
to reclaim him, and call him home. In difcourfing of 
which place, he much commended Cranmcr, and qua- 
lified his former doings, thus tempering his judgment 
and talk of him, that all the time (faid he) he flowed in 
riches and honour, he was unworthy of his life; and 
now that he might not live, he was unworthy of death. 
But left he fhould carry with him no comfort, he would 
diligently labour (he faid), and alfo did promife in the 
name of all the priefts that were prefenr, that imme- 
diately after his death there fhould be dirges, mafTes, 
and funerals executed for him in all the churches of 
Oxford, for the fuccour of his foul. 

All this time with what great grief of mind Cranmcr 
ftood hearing this fermon, the outward fhews of his 
body and countenance did better exprefs, than any man 
can declare; one while lifting up his hands and eyes 
unto heaven, and then again for fhame letting them 
down to the earth. A man might have feen the very 
image and ftiape of perfect forrow lively in him ex- 
prcfled. More than twenty feveral times the tears 
guflied out abundantly, dropping down marvelloufly 
from his fatherly face. They that were prefent do tefl 
tify, that they never faw in any child more tears than 
came from him at that time, during the whole fermori; 
but efpecially when they recited his prayer before the 
people. It is marvellous what commiferation and pity 
moved all men's hearts, that beheld fo heavy a counte- 
nance, and fuch abundance of tears in an old man of 
fo reverend dignity. 

After Cole had ended his fermon, he called back the 
people to prayers that were ready to depart. Brethren 
(faid he) left any man fhould doubt of this man's earneft 
converfion and repentance, you fliall hear him fpeak 
before you; and therefore I pray you, Mr. Cranmer, to 
perform that now which you promifed not long ago ; 
namely, that you would openly exprefs the true and 
undoubted profeffion of your faith, that you may take 
away all fufpicion from men, and that all men may un- 
derstand that you are a catholic indeed. I will do it 
(faid the archbifhop), and that with a good-will ; who, 
by rifing up, and putting off his cap, began to fpeak 
thus unto the people. 

Good chriftian people, my dearly beloved brethren 
and lifters in Chrift, 1 befeech you moft heartily to pray 
for me to Almighty God, that he will forgive me all my 
fins and offences, which be many without number, and 
great above meafure. But yet one thing grieveth my 
confciencc more than all the reft, whereof, God willing, 
I intend to fpeak more hereafter. But how great and 
how many foever my fins be, I befeech you to pray to 
God of his mercy to pardon and forgive them all. And 
here kneeling down he faid the following prayer. 

Tbe PRAYER of Dr. CRANMER, Archbifhop of 
Canterbury. 

«« f~\ Father of heaven, O Son of God, Redeemer of 
V_/ the world, O Holy Ghoft, three perfons and one 
God, have mercy upon me, moft wretched caitiff and 
mifcrable finner. 1 have offended both againft heaven 
$ B and 
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and earth, more than tny tongue can exprefs. Whither 
then may I go, or whither fhall I flee ? To heaven I 
may. be afbamedto lift up mine eyes, and in earth I find 
no place of refuge or fuccour. To thee therefore, O 
Lord, do I, run ; to thee do I humble myfelf, faying, 
O Lord my God, my fins be great, but yet have 
mercy upon me for thy great mercy. The great myftery 
that God became man, was not wrought for little or 
few offences. Thou didft not give thy Son (O Hea- 
venly Father) unto death for fmall fins only, but for alt 
the greater! fins of the world, fo that the finner return 
to thee with his whole heart, as I do at this prefent. 
Wherefore have mercy on me, O God, whofe property 
is. always ito have.mercy, have mercy upon me, Q Lord, 
for thy great 'mercy. I crave, nothing for mine own 
merits,, but for thy name's, fake, that it maybe hal- 
lowed thereby, and for thy dear Son Jefus Chrift's fake. 
And now therefore, O Father of heaven, hallowed be 
thy name," &c. And then he riling, faid : 

Every man (good people) defireth at the time of his 
death to give fome gcod exhortation, that others may 
remember the fame before their death, and be the better 
thereby : fo l befeech God grant me grace, that I may 
fpeak fomething at this my departing, whereby God 
may^be glorified, and you edified. 

Firft, It is a heavy caufe to fee that fo many folk fo 
much dote upon the love of this falfe world, and be fo 
careful for it, that of the love of God, or the world to 
come, they feem to care very little or nothing. There- 
fore this fhall be my firft exhortation : That you fet 
not your minds overmuch upon this deceitful world, 
but upon God, and upon the world to come, and to 
learn to know what this leffon meaneth which St. John 
teacheth, " That the love of this world is hatred againft 
God." 

The fecond exhortation is, That next under God you 
obey your king and queen willingly and gladly, without 
murmuring or grudging; not for fear of them only, but 
much more for the fear of God 5 knowing that they be 
God's minifters, appointed by God to rule and govern' 
you : and therefore whofoever refifteth them, refifteth 
the ordinance of God. 

The third exhortation is, That you love altogether 
like brethren and fillers. For alas! pity it is to fee what 
contention and hatred one chriftian man beareth to an- 
other, not taking each other as brother and filler, but 
rather as ftrangers and mortal enemies. But I pray 
you learn and bear well away this one leffon, To do 
good unto all men, as much as in you lieth, and to hurt 
no man, no more than you would hurt your own na- 
tural loving brother or lifter. For this you may be fure 
of, that whofoever hateth any perfon, and goeth about 
malicioufly to hinder or hurt him, furely, and without 
all doubt, God is not with that man, although he 
think himfelf ever fo much in God's favour. 

The fourth exhortation fhall be to them that have 
great fubftance and riches of this world, That they will 
well confider and weigh, three fayings of the fcripture : 
,one is of our Saviour himfelf, who faith, Luke xviii. 
" It is hard for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." A fore faying, and yet fpoken by him who 
knoweth the truth. 

The fecond is of St. John, I John iiL whofe faying is 
this, " He that hath the fubftance of this world, and 
feeth his brother in neceffity", and fhutt'eth up his mercy 
from him, how can he fay that he lovcth God ?" 

The third is of St. James, who fpeaketh to the co- 
vetous rich man, after this manner, " Weep you and 
howl for the mifery that fhall come upon you: your 
riches do rot, your clothes be moth-eaten, your gold 
and filver doth canker and ruft, and their ruft fhall bear 
■witnefs againft you, and confume you like fire: you 
gather a hoard or treafure of God's indignation againft 
the laft day." Let them that be rich ponder well thefe 
three fentenccs : for if they ever had occafion to fhew 
their charity, they have-it now at this prefent, the poor 
people being fo many, and victuals fo dear. 

And now forafmuch as I am come to the laft end of 
my life," whereupon hangeth all my life paft, and all my 



life to come, either to live with my mafter Chrift fo t 
ever in joy, or elfe to be in pain for ever with wicked 
devils in hell, and 1 fee before mine eyes prefently either 
heaven ready to, receive me, or elfe hell ready to f Wa L 
low me up : I fhall therefore declare unto you my very 
faith how I believe, -without any colour of diffimulation: 
for. now is no-time to diffcmble, whatfoever I have faid 
or written in -times paft. 

Firft, 1 believe in God the Father Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, &c. And I believe every article 
of the catholic faith, every word and fentence taught 
by our Saviour Jcfus Chrift, his apoftles and prophets, 
in the New and Old Teftamcnt. 

And now, I cprfie to the great thing which fo much 
troubleth my corifcience, more than any thing that ever 
I did or faid in my whole life, and that is the fitting 
abroad of a writing contrary to the truth; which now 
here I renounce. and refufe, as things written with my 
hand contrary to the truth which ! thought in myheajt, 
and written for fear of death, and to fave my life, if it 
might- be ; and that is, all fuch bills and papers which 
I have written or figned with my hand fince my degra- 
dation, wherein 1 have written many things untrue. And 
forafmuch as my hand hath offended), writing contrary 
to my heart, therefore my hand iliall firft be punifhed; 
for when 1 come to the fire, it fhall b"e firft burned. 

Arid as for the pope, I refufe him, as Chrift's enemy 
and Antichrift, with all his falfe doctrine. 

And as for the facrament, I believe as I have taught 
in my book againft the bifhop of Winchefter, which 
my book teacheth fo true a doctrine of the facrament, 
that it fhall ftand at the laft day before the judgment 
of God, where the papiftical doctrine contrary thereto 
fhall be afhamed to lhew her face. 

Here .the ftanders-by were all aftonifhed, marvelled, 
and amazed, and looked upon one another, whofe ex- 
pectation he had fo notably deceived. Some began to 
ndmonilh him of his recantation, and to aecufe him of 
falfhood. ■ t ■ 

, Briefly, it was ftrange to fee the doctors beguiled of. 
fo great an ,hope. I think there was never cruelty 
more notably or better in time deluded and deceived. 
For it is not to be doubted, but they looked for a glo- 
rious victory, and a perpetual triumph by this man% 
retractation. 

As foon as they heard thefe things, they began to 
let down their ears, to rage, fret, and fume ; and fo 
much the more, becaufe they could not revenge their 
grief: for they could now no longer threaten or hurt 
him. For the moft miferable man in the world can die 
but once : and whereas of neceffity he mult needs die 
that day, though the papifts had been ever fo well 
pleafed ; being ever fo much offended with him, y« 
could he not be twice killed by them. And fo when 
they could do nothing elfe unto him, yet left theyfhould 
fay nothing, they ceafed not to object unto him his 
falfhood and diffimulation. 

Unto which accufation he anfwered, Ah, my" 'matters 
(quoth he), do you not take it fo. Always fince I lived 
hitherto, I have been a hater of falfhood, and a lover 
of fimplicity, and never beforg this time have I diffem- 
bled ; and in faying this, all the tears that remained in 
his body appeared in his eyes. And when he began to 
fpeak more of the facrament and of the papacy, fonje 
of them began to cry out, yelp, and baul, and efpecially 
Cole cried out upon him, Stop the heretic's mouth, and 
take him away. 

And then Cranmer being pulled down from the ftage, 
was led to the fire, accompanied with thofe friars, vex- 
ing, troubling, and threatening him moft cruelly. " 
madnefs (fay they) hath brought thee again into this 
error, by which thou wilt draw innumerable fouls witn 
thee into hell? To whom he anfwered nothing, but di- 
rected all his talk to the people, faving that to one 
troubling him in the way he fpake, and exhorted him 
to get him home to his ftudy, and apply to his boo| 
diligently; faying, if he did diligently call upon Ooa, 
by reading more he fhould get knowledge. 

But the other Spanifh barker, rag'ng and foaming. 
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, vas almoft out of his wits, always having this in his 
mouth, Nonfeciftif Didft thou.it not? 

But when he came to the place where the holy bifhops 
and martyrs of God, bifhop Latimer and bifhop Ridley, 
were burnt before him for the confeffion of the truth, 
kneeling down he prayed to God, and not long tarrying 
in his prayers, putting off his garment to his fhirt, he 
prepared himfelf to death. His fhirt was made long, 
down to his feet.. His feet were bare 5 likewife his 
head, when both his caps were off, was fo bare that 
one hair could not be feen upon it. His beard was fo 
long and thick, that it covered his face with marvel- 
lous gravity; and his reverend countenance moved the 
hearts both of his friends and enemies. 

Then the Spanilh friars, John and Richard, of whom 
mention was made before, began to exhort him, and play 
their parts with him afrefh, but with vain and loft la- 
bour. Cranmer with ftedfaft purpofe abiding in the 
profeffion of his dodtrine, gave his hand to certain old 
men, and others that flood by, bidding them farewel. 

And when he had thought to have done fo likewife 
to Mr. Ely, the faid Ely drew back his hand and re- 
fufed, faying, it was not lawful to falute heretics, and 
efpecially fuch a one as falfcly returned unto the opini- 
ons that he had forfworn. And if he had known be- 
fore that he would have done fo, he would never have 
ufed his company fo familiarly, and chid thofe fer- 
geants and citizens, who had not refufed to give him 
their hands. This Mr. Ely was a ftudent in divinity, 
and lately made a prieft, being then one of the fellows 
in Brazen-nofe college. 

Then was an iron chain tied about Cranmer, and they 
commanded the fire to be fet unto him. 

And when the wood was kindled, and the fire began 
to burn near him, he ftretched forth his right hand, 
which had figned his recantation, into the flames, and 
there held it fo ftedfaft that all the people might fee it 
burnt to a coal before his body was touched. Jn fhorr, 
he was fo patient and conftant in the midft of thefe ex- 
treme tortures, that hefeemed to move no more than 
theftake to which he was bound; his eyes were lifted 
up to heaven, and often he repeated his unworthy right 
hand, fo long as his voice would fuffer him ; and as 
often ufing the words of thebleffed martyr Sc. Stephen, 
" Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit," till the fury of the 
flames putting him to filence, he gave up the ghoft. 

This fortitude "of mind, which perchance is rare and 
not found among the Spaniards, when friar John faw, 
thinking it came not of fortitude, but of defperation, 
although fuch manner of examples which are of like 
conftancy, have-been common here in England, he ran 
tothelord Williams of Tame, crying that the archbifhop 
was vexed in mind, and died in great defperation. But 
he, who was not ignorant of the archbifhop's conftancy, 
being unknown to the Spaniards, fmiled only, and as it 
were by filence rebuked the friar's folly. And this was 
the end of this learned archbifhop, whom, left by evil 
lubfcribing he fhould have perifhed, by well recanting, 
Jj>od preferved ; and left he fhould have lived longer with 
Iname and reproof, it pleafed God rather to take him 
way, to the glory of his name and profit of his church, 
so good was the Lord both to his church, in fortifying 
the fame with the teftimony and blood of, fuch a mar- 
tyr i and fo good" alfo to the man with this crofs of tri- 
bulation, to purge his offences in this world, not only 
f his recantation, but alfo of his ftanding againft John 
"Lambert and Mr. Allen, or if there were any other, 
with whofe burning or blood his hand had been any 
nmg before polluted. But efpecially he had to rejoice, 
hat dying in fuch a caufe, he was numbered amongft 
«ie martyrs of Chrift, and much more worthy of the 
»me of St. Thomas of Canterbury, than he whom the 
P°pe falfely before did canonize. 

an f " d thus you have the full ftory concerning the life 
death of this reverend" archbifhop and martyr of 
0(3 > Thomas Cranmer, and alfo of divers others,, of 
wnom this archbifhop was the laft that fuffered in the 

rr £u e of the rei s n of q ueen Mar y. and almoft the 

" 1QC "e man that was burnt in her time. 



Now we proceed to exhibit the letters which this 
worthy martyr left behind him, beginning firft with his 
famous letter to queen Mary, which he wrote imme- 
diately after he was cited up to Rome by bifhop Brooks 
and his fellows, the tenor whereof is as followeth. 

LETTER I. 

The Archbifhop of CANTERBURY to Queen MARY. 

MAY itpleafe your majefty to pardon myprefump- 
tion that I dare be fo bold to write to your high- 
nefs. But very neceffity conftraineth me, that your ma- 
jefty may know my mind, ratner by mine own writing 
than by other men's reports. So it is, that upon Wed- 
nefday, being- the 12th day of this month, 1 was cited 
to appear at Rome the eightieth day after, there to 
make anfwer to fuch matters as fhould be objected 
againft me upon the behalf of the king and your moft 
excellent majefty, which matters the Thurfday follow- 
ing were objected againft me by Dr. Martin and Dr. 
Story, your majefty's prodtors before the bifhop. of 
Gloucefter, fitting in judgment by commiffion from 
Rome. But (alas) it cannot but grieve the heart of a 
natural fubjedt to be accufed of the king and queen of 
his own realm; and efpecially before an outward judge, 
or by authority coming from any perfon out of this 
realm: where the king and queen, as if they were fub- 
jeclrs within their own realm, fhall complain and require 
juftice at a Arranger's hands againft their own fubjedt, 
being already condemned to death by their own laws. 
As though the king and queen could not do or have 
juftice within their own realms againft their own fub- 
jedts; but they muft feek it at flrangers hands in a 
ftrange land, the like whereof (I think) was never feen. 
1 would have wilhed to have had fome meaner adver-I 
faries: and, I think, that death fhall not grieve me 
much more, than to have my moft dread and moft gra- 
cious fovereign lord and lady, to whom, under God, I 
do own all obedience, to be mine accufers in judg- 
ment within their own realm, before any ftranger and 
outward power. But forafmuch as in the time of the 
prince of moft famous memory, King Henry the Eighth, 
your grace's father, 1 was fworn never to confenr, a thac 
the bifhop of Rome fhould have or exercife any au- 
thority or jurifdidtion in this realm of England, there- 
fore left I fhould allow his authority contrary to mine 
own oath, 1 refufed to make anfwer to the bifhop of 
Gloucefter fitting here in judgment by the pope's au- 
thority, left I fhould run into perjury. 

Another caufe why I refufed the pope's authority, is 
v this, that his authority, as he claimeth it, is repugnant to 
the crown imperial of this realm, and to the laws of the 
fame: which every true fubjedt is bound to defend. 
Firft, for that the pope faith, that all manner of power, 
as well temporal as fpiritual, is given firft to him of 
God ; and that the temporal power he giveth unto em- 
perors and kings, to ufe it under him, but fo as to be 
always at his commandment and beck. 

But contrary to this claim, the imperial crown and 
jurifdidtion temporal of this realm is taken immediately 
from God, to be ufed under him only, and is fubjedt 
to none but God alone. 

Moreover, to the imperial laws and cuftoms of this 
realm the king in his coronation, and all juftices when 
they receive their offices, be fworn, and all the whole 
realm Is bound to defend and maintain. But contrary 
hereunto, the pope by his authority maketh void, and 
commandeth to blot out of our books, all laws and cuf- 
toms being repugnant to his laws, and declareth ac- 
curfed all rulers and governors, all the makers, wrirers, 
and executors of all fuch laws or cufloms, as it appear- 
ed by many of the pope's laws, whereof one or two I 
fhall rehearfe. In the decrees, Diet. 10. it is written 
thus, " The conftitution or ftatutes enacted againft the 
canons and decrees of the bifhops of Rome or their 
good cuftoms, are of none effedt." Alfo, " We excom- 
municate all heretics of both fexes,. what name foever 
they be called by, and their- favourers, receptors, and 
defenders; and alfo them that fhall hereafter caufe to 
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be obfcrvcd the ftatutes and cuftoms made againft the 
liberty of the church, except they caufe the fame to .be 
put out of their records and chapters within two months, 
after the publication thereof. Alfo we excommunicate 
the ftatute-makers and writers of thofe ftatutes, and all 
the poteftates, powers, confuls, governors, and coun- 
fellors of places, where fuch ftatutes or cuftoms fhall be 
made or kept ; and alfo that fhatl prefume to give 
judgment according to them, or fhall notify in public 
form the matter fo adjudged." 

Now by thefe laws, if the bifhop of Rome's authority 
which he claimcth by God, be lawful, all your grace's 
laws and cuftoms of your realm, being contrary to the 
pope's laws, be naught, and as well your majefty, as 
your judges, juftices, and all other executors of the 
fame, ftand accurfed amongft heretics, which God for- 
bid. And yet this curfe can never be avoided (if the 
. pope hath fuch power as he claimeth) until fuch times as 
the laws and cuftoms of this realm (being contrary to 
his laws} be taken away-and blotted out of the law- 
books. And although there be many laws of this 
realm contrary to the laws of Rome, yet I named but 
a few ; as, to convidt a clerk before any temporal judge 
of this realm for debt, felony, murder, or for any other 
crime; which clerks by the pope's laws are fo exempt 
from the king's laws, that they can be no where fued, 
but before their ordinary. 

Alfo the pope by his laws may give all bifhoprics and 
benefices fpiritual; which by the laws of this realm can 
be given but only by the king and other patrons of the 
fame, except they fall into lapfe. 

By the pope's laws, jus patronatus fhall be fued only 
before the ecclefiaftical judge ; v but by the laws of the 
realm it fhall be fued before the temporal judge. 

And to be fhort, the laws of this realm do agree with 
the pope's, like fire and water. And yet the kings of 
this realm have provided far their laws by the pr<e- 
munire 5 fo that if any man have let the execution of 
the laws of this realm by any authority from the fee of 
Rome, he falleth into the pr<emunire. 

But to meet with this, the popes have provided for 
their laws by curfing. For whofoever hindereth the 
pope's laws to have full courfe within this realm, by the 
pope's power ftandeth accurfed : fo that the pope's 
power treadeth all the laws and cuftoms of this realm 
under his feet, curfing all that execute them, until fuch 
time as they do give place unto his laws. 

But it may be faid, that notwithstanding all the pope's 
decrees, yet we do ftill execute the laws and cuftoms of 
this realm. Nay, not all quietly without interruption 
of the pope. And where we do execute them, yet we 
do it unjuftly, if the pope's power be of force, and for 
the fame we ftand excommunicate, and fhall do until 
we leave the execution of our own laws and cuftoms. 
Thus we be well reconciled to Rome, allowing fuch au- 
thority, whereby the realm ftandeth accurfed before 
God, if the pope have any fuch authority. 

Thefe things (as 1 fuppofe) were not fully opened in 
the parliament-houfe when the pope's authority was re- 
ceived again within this realm ; for if they had, I do 
not believe that either the king or gueen's majefty, or 
the nobles of this realm, or the commons of the fame, 
•would ever have confented to receive again fuch a fo- 
reign authority, fo injurious, hurtful, and prejudicial, 
as well to the crown as to the laws and cuftoms and 
ftate of this realm, as whereby they muft needs acknow- 
ledge themfelves to be accurfed. But none could open 
this matter well but the clergy, and fuch of them as had 
read the pdpe's laws, whereby the pope had made him- 
felf as it were a god. Thefe feek to maintain the pope 
whom they defire* to have their chief head, to the in- 
tent they might have, as it were, a kingdom and laws 
within themfelves, diftindl from the laws of the crown, 
and wherewith the crown may not meddle; and fo 
being exempted from the laws of the realm, might live 
in this realm like lords and kings, without damage or 
fear of any man, fo that they pleafe their high and fu- 
preme head at Rome. For this confederation (I think), 
fome that knew the truth, held their peace in the parlia- 
ment, whereas if they had done their duties to the 



crown and whole realm, they fhould have opened their 
mouths, declared the truth, and fhewed the perils and 
dangers that might enfue to the crown and realm. 

And if I fhould agree to allow fuch authority within 
this realm, whereby. I muft needs confefs, that y out 
moft gracious highnefs, and alfo your realm fhould 
ever continue accurfed, until ye fhall ceafe from the 
execution of your own laws and cuftoms of your realmj 
I could not think myfclf true either to your highnefs,' or 
to this my natural country, knowing that I. do know. 
Ignorance, I know, may excufe other men ; but he that 
knowcth how prejudicial and injurious the power and 
authority which he challengeth every where, is to the 
crown-laws and cuftoms of this realm, and yet will al- 
low the fame, 1 cannot fee in any wife how he can keep 
his due allegiance, fidelity, and truth to the crown and 
ftate of this realm. 

Another caufe I alledged, why I could not allow the 
authority of the pope, which is this : That by his au- 
thority he fubverteth not only the laws of this realm, 
but alfo the laws of God.: fo that whofoever be under 
his authority, he fuft'ereth them not to be under Chrift's 
religion purely, as Chrift did command. 

And for one example I brought forth, that whereas by 
God's laws all chriftian people be bounden diligently to 
learn his word, that they may know how to believe and 
live accordingly, for that, purpofe he ordained holy- 
days, when they ought, leaving apart all other bufinefs, 
to give themfelves wholly to know and ferve God. 
Therefore God's will and commandment is, that when 
the people be gathered together, minifters fhould ufe 
fuch language as the people may underftand and take 
profit thereby, or elfe hold their peace. For as an harp 
or lute, if it give no certain found that men may know 
what is played, who can dance after it? for all the 
found is vain. So it is in vain, and profiteth nothing, 
faith Almighty God by the mouth Of St. Paul, if the 
prieft fpeak to the people in a language which they know 
not; " For elfe he may profit himfclf, but profiteth not 
the people," faith St. Paul. But herein I was anfwered 
j thus ; that St. Paul fpake only of preaching, that the 
preacher fhould preach in a tongue which the people 
did know, or elfe his preaching availeth nothing : but 
if the preaching availeth nothing, being fpoke in a 
language which the people underftand not, how fhould 
any other fervice avail them, being fpoken in rhe fame 
language? And yet that St. Paul meant not only of 
preaching, it appeareth plainly by his own words. For 
he fpeaketh by name exprefsly of praying, finging,and 
thanking of God, and of all other things which the 
priefts fay in the churches, whereunto the people fay 
Amen ; which they ufe not in preaching, but in other 
divine fervice ; that whether the priefts rehearfe the 
wonderful works of God, or the great benefits of God 
unto mankind above all other creatures, or give thanks 
unto God, or make open profeffion of their faith, or 
humble confeflion of their fins, with earneft requeft of 
mercy and forgivenefs, or make fuit and requeft unto 
God for any thing ; then all the people underftanding 
what the priefts fay, might give their minds and voices 
with them, and fay, Amen, that "is to fay, allow what 
the priefts fay ; that the rehearfal of God's univerfal 
works and benefits, the giving of thanks, the profeffion 
of faith, the confeflion of fins, and the'requefts and pe- 
titions of the priefts and of the people, might afcend 
up into the ears of God altogether, and be as a fweet 
favour, odour, and incenfc in his nofe : and thus was 
it ufed many hundred years after Chrift's afcenfion. 

But the aforefaid things cannot be done when the 
priefts fpeak to the people in a language not known, ana 
fo they (or their clerk in their name) fay Amen, but 
they cannot tell whereunto. Whereas St. Paul fait", 
" How can the people fay Amen to thy well faying, 
when they underftand not what thou fayelt ?" And thus 
was St. Paul underftood by all interpreters, both the 
Greeks and Latins; old and new, fchool authors ana 
others that I have read, until above thirty years paK- 
At which time one Eckius, with others of his fort, be^ 
gan to devife a new exposition, underftanding St. Pa" 1 
I of preaching only. 
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gut when a good number of the bed learned men 
rfiiuted within this realm, fomeTavouring the old, fome 
A new learning, as they term it, (where indeed that 
which they "11 the old is the new, and that which they 

II t he new is indeed the old) but when a great number 
pi fuch Ic.irncd men of both forts, were gathered toge- 
ther at VVindibr for the reformation of the fervice of the 
church, it was agreed by both, without connoverfy 
/not one f'.ving contrary) that the fervice of the church 
J,ui,ht to be iri the mother tongue; and that St. Paul in 
, I' fourteenth chapter to the Corinthians was fo to be 
undcrftood. And fo St. Paul was undcrftood in the 
I, i, n.ore than a thoufand years part, where Jufti- 
„;,,„, s moft godly emperor, in a fynod writeth in this 
manner: " We command that all bifhops and prielts 

i ,1 in 1 >i 1 i 1 1 md prayer ufed in holy bap- 
,>ot a'ter a (till and clofe manner, but with a clear 
|mtd' voire, that they maybe plainly heard by the faith- 
ful people, fo as the hearers' minds may be lifted up 
thereby with . the greater devotion, in uttering the 
praift . of the Lord God. For fo St. PJut teacheth alfo in 
the eptflle to the Corinthians, If the Spirit do only blefs 
(or toy well) how fhall he that occupieth the place of a 
urivate perfon fay Amen, to thy thankfgiving ? for he 
perceived! not what thou, fayeft : thou doft give thanks 
well, hut the other is not edified." And not only the 1 
civil law, and all other writers a thoufand and five hun- \ 
dred years continually together, have expounded St. ; 
Fan: i t of preaching only, but of other fervice faid in i 
the church ; but alfo reafon faith the fame, that if men '; 
be commanded to hear any thing, it riiuft be fpoken in j 
a language which the hearers undcrfland, or elfe (as St. 
Paul'laitl-.) what availeth it to hear? So that the pope 
giving a contrary commandment, that the people com- ; 
ing to the church fhall hear they know not what, and • 
fliall anfwer they know nor whereto, takcth upon him . 
to command, not only agair.it reafon, but alj'o directly 
againft God: j 

And again 1'faidj whereas our Saviour Chrift ordained 
the facrament of his moil precious body and blood to 
be received by all chi iftian people under the forms of 
bread and wine, and faid of the cup, " Drink yc all of 
this:" the pope giVeth a clean contrary commandment, 
that no'laymaft fhall drink of the cup of their fad vat ion; 
as though the cup of falvation by the blood of Chrilt 
pertaineth not to laymen. And whereas Theophilus 
Alcxandrinus (whofe works tit. Jerome did tranflate 
about'eleven hundred years pail) faith, That if Chrift 
had been crucified ior the devils, his cup fhould not be 
denied them ; yet the pope denieth the cup of Chrift to 
chriftian people, for whom Chrift was crucified. So 
that if I fhould obey the pope in thefe things, I mult 
needs difobey my Saviour Chrift. 

But 1 was anfwercd hereunto (as they commonly an- 
fwer), that under the form of bread is both Chrift's flcili 
and blood : fo that whofoever reccivcth the brend, re- 
ceive! h as well Chrift's blood as his flcfii. Let it be fo, 
yet in the form of bread only, Chrift's blood is not drank, 
but eaten ; nor is it received in the cup in the form of 
wine, as Chrift commanded, but eaten with the Hefh 
under the form .of bread. And moreover, the bread is 
pot the facrament of his blood but of his tkfh only ; nor 
is the cup the facrament of his flefli, but of his blood 
°nly. And fo the pope kcepeth from all lay-perfons 
wc facrament of their redemption by Chrift's blood, 
which Chrifl commandeth to be given unto them. 

And furthermore, Chrift ordained the facrament in 
tw o kinds, the one feparated from the other, to be a | 
Tprcftntntion of his death, where his blood was fepa- j 
rated from his fiefti, which is not reprefented in one 
wnd -.'.!<. nc: fo that the lav-people receive not the whole 
"eminent whereby Chrift's death is reprefented as he 
commanded. 

Moreover, as the pope takcth upon him to give the 
ernporal (word; by royal and imperial power, to kings 
princes; fodoth he likewife take upon him to depofe 
cm fr «m their imperial ftates, if they be difobedient 
° him, and commandeth the fubjects to difobey their 
Pnnccs, affoiling the fubjet'ls as well of their obe- 
len ce, as -of their lawful oaths made unto their true 



kings and princes, directly contrary to God's command- 
ment, who cdmmandeth all fubjects to obey their kings, 
or their rulers Under them. 

Ohe John', patriarch of Conffantinople, in the time 
of St. Gregory, claimed fuperiority above all other 
bifnops.' To whom St. Gregory writeth, that therein 
he did injury to his three brethren, which were equal 
with him; that is to fay, the bifhop of Rome, the bifhop 
of Alexandria, and of Antioch : which three were pa- 
triarchal .fees, as well as Conftantinople, and were 
brethren 9'ne to another. But (faith St. Gregory) if 
any one fhall exalt himfelf above all the reft, to be 
the' univerfal bifhop, the fame pafleth in pride. But 
now the bifhop of Rome exalteth himfelf not only above 
all kings and emperors, and above all the whole world, 
but takes upon him to give and takeaway, tofet up and 
pull down as he fhall think good. And as the devil, 
having no fuch authority, yet took upon him to give 
unto Chrift all the kingdoms of the world, if he would 
fall down and worfhip him ; in like manner the pope 
taketh upon him to give empires and kingdoms, being 
none of his, to fuch as will fall down and worfhip him, 
and kifs his feet. 

And moreover, his lawyers and gloflers fo flatter him, 
that they feign he may command emperors and kings to 
hold his ftirrup when he lighteth from his horfe, and 
to be his footmen : and that if any emperor or king 
give him any thing, they give him nothing but what is 
his own, and that he may difpenfe againft God's word, 
againft both the Old and New Teftamenr, againft Sr. 
Paul's cpiftles, and againft the gofpel. And further- 
more, whatfoever he doth, although he draw innumera- 
ble people by heaps with himfelf into hell, yet may not 
mortal man reprove him, becaufe he being judge of all 
men, may be judged of no man. And thus he fitteth. 
in the temple of God as if he were a god, and nameth 
himfelf God's vicar, and yet he difpenfeth againft God. 
If this be not to play Antichrift's part, 1 cannot tell 
what Antichiift is, which is no more to fay, but Chrift's 
enemy and' adversary? who fliall fit in the temple of 
God advancing himfelf above all other, yet by hypocrify 
and feighed religion, (hall fubvert the true religion ot' 
Chrift, and under pretence and colour of Chrift's reli- 
gion fhall work againft Chrift, and therefore hath the 
name of Antichrift. Now if any man lift himfelf higher 
than the pope hath done, who lifteth himfelf above all 
the world • or can be a greater adverfary to Chrift, than 
to difpenfe againft God's laws ; and where Chrift hatTi 
given any commandment, to command directly the con- 
trary, that man muft needs be taken for Antichrift. But 
until the time that fuch a perfon may be found, men 
may very eafily conjecture where to find Antichrift. 

Wherefore feeing the pope thus to overthrow both 
God's laws, and man's laws, taking upon him to make' 
emperors and kings to be vafTals and fubjects unto him, 
cfpecially the crown of this realm, with the laws and 
cuftoms of the fame; 1 fee no reafon how I may con- 
fent to admit his ufurped power within this realm, con- 
trary to mine oath, mine obedience to God's laws, mine 
allegiance and duty to your majefty, and my love and 
affection to this realm. 

This that I have fpoken againft the power and 
authority of the pope, I have not fpoken (1 take 
God to record and judge) for any malice I owe 
to the pope's perfon, whom I know not, but I fhall 
pray to God to give him grace, that he may feek 
above all things to promote God's honour and glory, 
and not to follow the trade of his predecefibrs in thefe 
latter days. 

Nor have I fpoken it for fear of punifhment, and to 
avoid the fame, thinking it rather an occaiion to aggra- 
vate than to diminifh my trouble; but I have fpoken it 
for my moft bounded duty to the crown, liberties, laws, 
and cuftoms of this realm of England, but moft efpe- 
cially to difchargc my'confcicnce in uttering the truth to 
God's glory, calling away all fear by the comfort which 
1 have in Chrift, who faid, " Fear not them that kill the 
body, and cannot kill the foul, but fear him that can 
cafl both body and foul into hell-fire." He that for fear 
of lofingfhis life will forfake the truth, ftitlll lofc the life 
6 C ever- 
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everlafting : and he that for the truth's fake will fpend 
his lile, will find everlafting life. And Chrift promifeth 
to ftand faft with them before his Father, which will 
ftand faft with him here; which comfort is fo great, that 
whofoever hath his eyes fixed upon Chrift, cannot greatly 
fet his heart on this life, knowing that he may be fureto 
have Chrift ftand by him in the prefence of his Father 
in heaven. 

And as touching the facrament, I faid ; Forafmuch 
as the whole matter ftandeth in the understanding of 
thefe words of Chrift, " This is my body, this is my 
blood ;" then furely Chrift in thefe words madedemon- 
ftration of the bread and wine, and fpake figuratively, 
calling bread his body, and wine his blood, becaufe he 
ordained them to be facramcnts of his body and blood. 
And where the papifts fay in thofe two points contrary 
unto me, that Chrift called not bread his body, but a 
fubflance uncertain, nor fpoke figuratively : herein I 
faid, I would be judged by the old church, and which 
doctrine could be proved the elder, that I would fland 
unto. And forafmuch as I have alledged in my book 
many old authors, both Greeks and Latins, which 
above a thoufand years after Chrift continually taught as 
I do: if they could bring forth but one old author, that 
faith in thefe two points as they fay, I offered fix or feven 
years ago, and do offer yet ftill, that- 1 will give place 

But when I bring forth any author that faith in moft 
plain terms as I do, yet faith the other part, that the 
authors meant not fo; as much as to fay, that the authors 
fpake one thing, and meant clean contrary. And upon 
the other part, when they cannot find any one author, 
that faith in words as they fay ; yet fay they, that the 
authors meant as they fay. Now, whether I or they 
fpeak more to the purpofe herein, 1 refer me to the 
judgment of all impartial hearers; yea, the old church 
of Rome, above a thouGind years together, neither be- 



lieved nor ufed the facramenr, as the church of Rome 
hath done of late years. 

For in the beginning, the church of Rome taught a 
pure and a found doctrine of the facrament. But after 
that the church of Rome fell into new doctrine of tran- 
fubftantiation ; with the doctrine they changed the ufe 
of the facrament contrary to that Chrift commanded, 
and the old church of Rome ufed above a thoufand 
years. And yet to deface the old, they fay that the new 
is the old: wherein for my part I am content to ftand 
to the trial. But their doctrine is fo fooliftv and uncom- 
fortable, that I marvel how any man would allow it, if 
he knew what it was. But howfoever they hear the 
people in hand, that which they write in their books 
hath neither truth nor comfort. 

For by their doctrine, of one body of Chrift is made 
two bodies: one natural having a diftance of members, 
with form and proportion of man's perfect body, and this 
body is in heaven: but the body of Chrift in the facra- 
ment, by their own doctrine, muft needs be a monfhous 
body, having neither diftance of members, nor form, 
falhion, or proportion of a man's natural body. And 
fuch a body is in the facrament (teach they), and goeth 
into the mouth in the form of bread, and entereth no 
further than the form of bread goeth, and tarrieth no 
longer than the form of bread is by natural heat in di- 
gefting. So that when the form of bread is digefted, 
that body of Chrift: is gone. And forafmuch as evil men 
are as long in digefting as good men, the body of Chrift 
(by their doctrine) entereth as far, and tarrieth as long 
in wicked men as in godly men. And what comfort 
can be herein to any chriftian man, to receive Chrift's 
unftiapen body, and it to enter no further than the 
ftomach, and to depart by and by as foon as the bread 
is confumed ? 

It fecmeth to me a more found and comfortable doc- 
trine, that Chrift hath but one body, and that hath form 
and fafhion of a man's true body: which body fpiritual- 
ly entereth into the whole man, body and foul: and 
though the facrament be confumed, yet whole Chrift 
remaineth, and feedeth the receiver unto eternal life, if 
he continue in godfinefs, and never departeth until the 
receiver forfake him. And as for the wicked, they 



have not Chrift within them at all, who cannot be »!, 
Belial is. And this is my faith, and (as I \ J g 5 n 
found doctrine, according to God s word, and fuflS; * 
for a chriftian to believe in that matter. And if it T 
be (hewed unto me that the pope's authority is not nr 
judicial to the things before mentioned, or that my doT 
trine in the facrament is erroneous (which I think can" 
not be (hewed), then I never was nor will be fo perverfr 
to ftand wilfully in mine own opinion, but I (hall W j,u 
all humility fubmit myfelf unto the pope, not only t 
kifs his feet, but another part alfo. ' 0 

Another caufe why I refufed to take the bidioo of 
Gloucefter for my judge, was the refpect of his own 
perfon, being more than once perjured. Firft, f or t h a 
he being divers times fworn never to confent that the 
biftiop of Rome (hould have any jurifdiction within this 
realm, but to take the king and his fucceffors for fuorerJ 
heads of this realm, as by God's laws they are: contra™ 
to that lawful oath the faid biftiop fat then in judgment 
by authority from Rome, wherein he was perjured, and 
not «orthy to fit as judge. * ' 

The fecond ' perjury was, that he took his bifhopric 
both of the queen's majefty and of the pope, making to 
each of them a folemn oath, which oaths are fo contrary 
that the one muft needs be perjured. And furthermore 
in fwearing to the pope to maintain his laws, decrees 
constitutions, ordinances, refervations, and . provifions' 
he dcclareth himfelf an enemy to the imperial crown' 
and to the laws and ftate of this realm, whereby he de. 
clareth himfelf not worthy to fit as a judge within this 
realm. And for thefe considerations 1 refufed to take 
him for my judge. 

LETTER II. 

From the SAME to the SAME. 

I Learned by Mr. Martin, that on the day of your 
majefty's coronation, you took an oath of obedience 
to the pope of Rome, and the fame time you took ano- 
ther oath to this realm, to maintain the laws, liberties, 
and cuftoms of the fame. And if your majeflydid 
make an oath to the pope, I think it was according to 
the other oaths which he ufeth to adminifter to princes; 
which is, to be obedient to him, to defend his perfon, 
to maintain his authority, honour, laws, lands, and pri- 
vileges. And if it be fo, (which I know not but by 
report) then I befeech your majefty to look upon your 
oath made to the crown and realm, and to compare and 
weigh the two oaths together, to fee how they do agree, 
and then do as your majefty's confeience (hall direct 
you : for I am furely perfuaded, that willingly your 
majefty will not offend, nor do againft your confeience 
for any thing. 

But I fear that there are contradictions in your oaths, 
and that thofe which (hould have informed your grace 
thoroughly, did not their duties therein. And if your 
majefty ponder the two oaths diligently, I think you (hall 
perceive you were deceived; and then your highnefs 
may ufe the matter as God (hall put in your heart. 
Furthermore, I am kept here from the company of 
learned men, from books, from counfel, from pen and 
ink, except at this time to write unto your majefty, 
which were all neceflary for a man in my cafe. Where- 
fore 1 befeech your majefty, that I may have fuch of 
thefe as may ftand with your majefty's pleafure. And 
as for my appearance at Rome, if your majefty will 
give me leave, I will appear there. And 1 truft that 
God (hall put in my mouth to defend his truth there 
as well as here. But I refer it wholly to your majefty's 
pleafure. 

LETTER III. 

From Archbishop CRANMER, to Dr. MARTIN 
and Dr. STORY. 

I Have me commended unto you. And as I promifedi 
I have fent my letters unto the queen's majefty un- 
figned, praying you to fign them, and deliver them 



^^7^A £~^56.] LETTERS writ ten by Dr. CRANMER, Archbp. of CANTERBURY. 207 



might have fent them by the carrier 
t furcr. But hearing -Mr. Bailiff fay, 
& „ to court on Friday, I thought him a fafe 
„ ^. .0 fend my letters by. For better is later and 
furcr "man fooner and never to be delivered. Yet one 
Vne I have written to the queen's majefty inclofed and 
r nled • which I require may be fo delivered without 
delay/and not to be opened until it be delivered into 
her cracc's own ha.ids. I have written all that 1 remem- 
ber 1 f»id, except that which I fpake againft the bifhop 
of Glouccfler's own perfon, which. I thought not meet 
to write. And in fome places I have written more than 
I faid, which 1 would have anfwered to the bifhop, if 
you would have fuffered me. 

You promifed 1 fhould fee mmeanfwerstothe fixteen 
articles, that 1 might correct, amend, and change them 
where I thought good, which your promife you kept 
not. And mine anfwer was not made upon mine oath, 
nor repeated, nor made in judicio, but extra judicium, 
as 1 nrotefted ; nor to the bifhop of Glouccfter as judge, 
but to you the king and queen's proctors. 1 truft you 
dei'l fincerely with me, without fraud or craft, and ufe 
me as you would wifii to be in like cafe yourfelvcs. 
Remember, that what meafure you mete, the fame fhall 
be meafured to you again. Thus fare you well, and 
God fend you his Spirit to induce you into truth. 

THOMAS CRANMER. 

Ye heard before how archbifhop Cranmer in the 
month of February was cited up to Rome, and in the 
month of March next following was degraded by the 
bifhop of Ely, and bifhop Bonner. In time of which 
his degradation he put up his appeal. 

In this his appeal, becaufe he needed the help of 
fome good lawyer, he writeth to a friend of his about 
the fame: the copy of which letter I thought good 
here to infert as follows. 

LETTER IV. 

From Archbishop CRANMER to a LAWYER, for 
the Drawing out of his APPEAL. 

THE law of nature requireth all men, that fo far 
forth, as it may be done without offence to God, 
every one fhould feek to defend and preferve his own 
life. Which thing when I about three days ago be- 
thought niyfelf of, and therewithal remembered how 
that Martin Luther appealed in his time from pope 
Leo the Tenth to a general council (left I fhould feem 
rafhly and unadvifedly to caft away myfelf), I deter- 
mined to appeal in like fort to fome lawful and free 
general council. But feeing the order and form of an 
appeal pertaineth to the lawyers, where I myfelf am 
ignorant, and feeing that Luther's appeal comcth not to 
my hand, I purpofed to break my mind in this matter 
to fome faithful friend, and fkilful in the law, whofe 
help I might ufe in this behalf, and you only among 
others came to my remembrance, as a man the moft 
proper in this univerfity for my purpofe. But this is a 
matterthat requireth great fecrecy, fo that no man know 
of it before it be done. It is fo that 1 am fummoned 
to make mine anfwer at Rome, the 16th day of this 
month, before which day I think it good, after fentence 
pronounced, to make mine appeal. But whether I 
fliould firft appeal from the judge delegate to the pope, 
and fo afterward to the general council, or elfe leaving 
'he pope, I fhould appeal immediately to the council, 
herein I ftand in need of your counfel. 

Many caufes there are for which I think good to 
a Ppeal. Firft, becaufe I am by an oath bound never 
toconfent to the receiving of the bifhop of Rome's 
authority into this realm. Betides this, whereas 1 ut- 
terly refufed to make anfwer to the articles objected 
unto me by the bifhop of Glouccfter, appointed by the 
pope to be my judge, yet I was content to anfwer Mar- 
yland Story with this proteftation, that mine anfwer 
mould not be taken as made before a judge, nor yet 



in place of judgment, but as pertaining nothing to 
judgment at all: moreover, after I had made mint 
jnfvvcr, I required to have a copy of the fame, that I . 
might either by adding thereunto, or by altering or 
taking from it, correct and amend it as I thought good: 
which, though both the bifhop of Gloucefter, and the 
king and queen's proctors promifed me, yet have they 
altogether broke their promife with me, and have not 
permitted me to correct my laid anfwers according to 
myrequefij and yet notwithstanding have (as I un- 
derftand) regiftercd the fame as acts formally done in 
place of judgment. 

Finally, forafmuch as all this my trouble Cometh 
upon me, for my departing from the bifhop of Rome, 
and from the popifh religion, fo that now the quarrel is 
between the pope himfelf and me, and no man can be 
a lawful and indifferent judge in his own caufe ; it feem- 
cth (methinks) good reafon, that I fhould be fuffered to 
appeal to fome general council in this matter ; efpeci- 
ally feeing the law of nature (as they fay) denieth no man 
the remedy of appeal in fuch cafes. 

Now, fince it is very requifite that this matter fhould 
be kept as clofe as may be, if perhaps for lack of per- 
fect fkill herein you fhall have need of further advice; 
then I befeechyou even for the fidelity and love you bear 
to me in Chrift, that you will open to no creature alive 
whofc the cafe is. And forafmuch as the time is now 
at hand, and the matter requireth great expedition, let 
me obtain thus much of you, I befeech you, that laying 
afide all other your ftudies and bufinefs for the time, you 
will apply to this my matter only, till you have brought 
it to pafs. The chief caufe in very deed (to tell you 
the trurh) of this mine appeal is, that I might gain 
time (if it fhall fopleafe God) to live until I have finifh- 
ed mine anfwer againft Marcus Antonius Conftantius, 
which I have now in hand. But if the adverfaries of 
the truth will not admit mine appeal, as I fear they will 
not, God's will be done ; I pafs not upon it, fo that 
God may therein be glorified, be it by my life, or by my 
death. For it is much better for me to die in Chrift's 
quarrel, and to reign with him, than here to be fhut up 
and kept in the prifon of this body, unlefs it were to 
continue yet ftill a while in this warfare, for the advan- 
tage and profit of my brethren, and to the further ad- 
vancing of God's glory. To whom be all glory for 
evermore, Amen. 

There is alio yet another caufe why I think good to 
appeal, that whereas I am cited to go to Rome to an- 
fwer there for myfelf, 1 am notwithstanding kept here 
faft in prifon, that 1 cannot there appear at the time 
appointed: and moreover, forafmuch as the ftare I ftand 
in, is a matter of life and death, fo that I have great 
need of learned counfel for my defence in this behalf: 
yet when I made my earneft requeft for the fame, all 
manner of counfel, and help of proftors, advocates, 
and lawyers, was utterly denied me. 

Your loving friend, 

THOMAS CRANMER. 



LETTER V. 

From Archbifhop CRANMER, to Mrs. WILKINSON. 
exhorting her to fiy in the Time of Fcrfecution, 

THE true Comforter in all diftrefs is only God, 
through his Son Jefus Chrift; and whofoever hath 
him, hath company enough if he were in a wildcrnefs 
all alone: and he that hath twenty thoufand in his com- 
pany, if God be abfent, is in a miferablc wildernefs and 
defolation. In him is all comfort, and without him is 
none. Wherefore I befeech you feek your dwelling 
there where you may truly and rightly ferve God, and 
dwell in him, and have him ever dwelling in you. What 
can befo heavy a burden as an unquiet confeience, to be 
in fuch a place as a man cannot be fuffered to ferve 
God in Chrift's religion? If you are loth to depart 
from your kindred and friends, remember that Chrift 
calleth them his mother, fifters, and brothers, that do 
his 
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his Father's will. Where we find therefore God truly 
honoured according to his will, there we can want nei- 
ther friend nor kindred. 

If you be loth to depart for the flander of God 'sword, 
remember that Chrift, when his hour was not yet come, 
departed out of his country into Samaria, to avoid the 
malice of the fcribes and pharifees ; and commanded 
his apofi les, that if they were perfecuted in one place 
they fliould fly to another. And was not Paul let down 
by a bafket out at a window, to avoid the perfecution 
of Aretas ! And what wifdom and policy he ufed from 
time to time to efcape the malice of his enemies, the i 
Ads of the Apoftles do declare. And after the fame | 
fort did the other apoftles, although when ic came to | 
fuch a point, that they could no longer efcape danger ' 
Jpf the pcrfecutor of God's true religion, then they fhejved 
themfelves, that their flying before came not of fear, but 
of godly wifdom to do more good ; and that they would 
not rafhly, without urgent neceffity, offer themfelves 
to death, which had been but a temptation of God. 
Yea, when they were apprehended, and could no longer 
avoid, then they flood boldly to the profeffion of Chrift ; 
then they fhewed how little they dreaded death ; how 
much they feared God more than man ; how much they 
loved and preferred the eternal life to come above this 
fhort and miferable life. 

Wherefore I exhort you as well by Chrift's command- 
ment, as by the example of him and his apoftles, to 
withdraw yourfclf from the malice of your's and God's 
enemies, into fome place where God is molt purely 
ferved ; which is no llandering of the truth, but a pre- 
fervinw of yourfelf to God, and the truth, and to the 
fociety and comfort of Chrift's little flock. And what 
you will do, do it with fpeed, left by your own folly 
you fall into the perfecutor's hands. And the Lord 
fend his Holy Spirit to lead and guide you wherefoevcr 
vou go, and all that be godly will fay, Amen. 

Unto thefc former letters of Dr. Cranmer.archbifhop, 
written by him unto others, it feemeth to me not much 
out of place to annex withal a certain letter alfo of Dr. 
Taylor, written to him and his fellow prifoners j the 
tenor, of which letter here followcth. 

To my dearTrthers and Brethren Dr. CRANMER, Dr. 
RIDLEY, and Mr. LATIMER, Prifoners in Ox- 
ford for the faithful Tefiimony of Cod's holy IVord. 



The HISTORY of AGNES POTTEN, and JOAN 
TRUNCHFIELD, Martyrs, perfecuted in Suffolk. 



RIGHT reverend fathers in the Lord, I wifh you ; 
to enjoy continually God's grace and peace through j 
Jefus Chrift ; and God be praifed again for this your j 
moft excellent promotion, which you are called unto at j 
• this prefent, that is, that you are counted worthy to be i 
allowed amongft the number of Chrift's recorders and 
witneffes. England hath had but a few learned bifhops, 
that would ftick to Chrift, ad igncm, inclufively. Once 
again I thank God heartily in Chrift for your moft happy 
onfet, moft valiant proceeding, moft conftant fuftering 
of all fuch infamies, hiffings, clappings, taunts, open 
rebukes, lofs of living and liberty, for the defence of 
God's caufe, truth, and glory. 1 cannot utter with pen 
how I rejoice in my heart for you three fuch captains in 
the foreward under Chrift's crofs, banner, or ftandard, 
in fuch a caufe and fkirmifh, when not one or two of 
our dear Redeemer's firong holds are beficged, but all 
his chief caftles, ordained for our fafeguard, arc traiter- 
oufly affaulted. This your enterprise, in the fight of all 
that be in heaven, and of all God's people in earth, is 
moft pleafant to behold. This is another manner of no- 
bility than to be in the fore-front in wordly warfares. For 
God's fake pray for us, for we fail not daily to pray for 
you. We are ftronger and ftronger in the Lord, his 
name be praifed, and we doubt not but you be fo in 
Chrift's own fweet fchool. Heaven is all and wholly of 
our fide; therefore, rejoice always in the Lord: and 
again, rejoice and be glad. 

Your affured in Chrift, 

ROWLAND TAYLOR. 



i made 

godly women of the fame town of Ipf. 
wich, who fhorrly after him fuffered likewife, and ob- 
tained the crown of martyrdom : the name of the firft 
was Agnes, the wife of Robert Potien ; and another, 
wife of Michael Trunchfield, a flioemaker, both dwel- 
ling in one town: who; about the fame time that thj 
archbifhop aforcfaid was burnt at Oxford, fufFered like- 
wife in the aforefaid town of ipfwich, either in the fame 
month of March, or (as fome fay) in the end of Febru^ 
ary before. 

Theiropinion or perfuafion was this, that in the fa. 
cramenc was the memorial only of Chrift's death and 
paffion: for (faid they) Jefus Chrift is afcended up into 
heaven, and is on the right hand of God the Father, 
according to the fcriptures, and not in the facrament, 
as he was born of the virgin Mary. 

For this they were burnt. In whofc fufferiftg theic 
conftancy was worthy to be wondered ix, who being 
fiinplc women, fo manfully ftood' to the confeffion and 
teftunony of God's word and verity: infomuch that 
when they had prepared and undrefled themfelves ready 
to the fire, w ith comfortable words of the fcripturethcy 
earneftly required the people to credit and to lay hold 
on the word of God, and not upon man's devices and 
inventions, defpifing the ordinances and institutions of 
the Romifn Antichrift, with all his fuperftitions and 
rotten religion; and fo continuing in the torment of 
fire, they held up their hands and called unto God 
constantly fo long as life did endure. 

This Potten's wife, one night a little before her death, 
being afleep in her bed, faw a bright burning fire,_righc 
up as a pole, and on the fide of the fire fhe thought there 
ftood a number of queen Mary's friends looking on, 
Then being afleep, fhe fecrncd to mufe with herfelf 
whether her fire, fhould burn fo bright or no: and in- 
deed her fuffering was not far unlike her dream. 

This alfo I thought further to note; how- thefc'two 
being always together in prifon„the one which was Mi- 
chael's wife, fcemed to be nothing fo ardent and zealous 
as Potten's wife was, although- (God be thanked) they 
did both ftoutly ftand to the confeffion of the truth ; but 
when the faid Michael's wife came- to the ftake, and faw 
nothing but prefent death before her, fhe much ex- 
ceeded the other in joy and comfort ; although both of 
them did. fo joyfully fuffer, that it was marvelled at by 
thofe who knew them, and did behold their end. A 
thus thefe two martyrs ended' their lives with great ! 
umph : the Lord grant we may do the like, Amen. 



The HISTORY of JOHN . MAUNDREL, WIL- 
LIAM COBERLY, a**.- JOHN SPICtiR, M- 
ty.rs, perfecuted. in the Dipcefe :of Safifbury. 

JOHN MAUNDREL was the fon of Robert Man- 
drel of Rowel, in the county of Wilts, farmer 
was from his childhood brought up in hufbamlry, 
when he came to man's eltate, he dwelt in a villa? 
called Buchampten, in the parifh of Kevel, in the count/ 
aforefaid, where he lived in good repute with his 
and children. After the fcripture was trar.fl.itcd 
Englifh by William Tindal, this John Maundrel W- 
came a diligent hearer thereof, and a fervent cmbrac 
of God's true religion, To that he delighted in nothing 
much, as to hear and (peak of God's word, never be" 
without the New Teltament about him, although ■ 
could not read himftlf. But when he came imo"»I 
company that could read, his book was always rc.iv 
having a very good memory, fo that he could rcciK J 
heart moft places of the New Teftament j his l' 1 - ' ■ 
convcrfation being very honclt and charitable 
neighbours could certify. ,,t 
So it was, that in the days of king Henry the&g"; 
at which time Dr. Trigonion and Dr. Lee did vim 
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abbeys the faid John Maundrel was brought before Dr. 
Tricon'ion at an abbey called Edyngton in Wiltfliire; 
where he was . accufed that he had fpoken againft the 
holy water and holy bread, and fuch like ceremonies, 
and for the lame did wear a white fheet, bearing a candle 
in his hand about the market, in the town of the De- 
nizes, which is in the faid county. Neverthelefs his 
fervency did not abnte, but by God's merciful affiftance 
he took better hold, as the fcquel thereof did declare. 

For in the days of queen Mary, when popery was re- 
ftorcd again, and God's true religion put to filence, the 
faid John Maundrel left his own houfe and went into 
Gloucefterfhirc, and into the north part of Wiltfliire, 
wandering from one to another to fuch men as he knew 
feared God, with whom, as a fervant to keep their cat- 
tle, he there did remain wiih one John Bridges, or 
fonie other af Kingfwood ; but after a time he returned 
to his o« n country, and there corning to the Devizes 
to a friend of his named Anthony Clee, had talk and 
conference with him in a garden, of returning home to 
his houfe. 

And when the other exhorted him by the words of 
fcripture, to fly from one city to another, he replied 
aoain by the words of the Revelations xxi. of them that 
be fearful, and faid, that he muft needs go home, and 
fo did. Where he with Spiccr and Coberly ufed at 
times to refort and confer together. 

At length upon the Sunday following they agreed 
together to go to the parifh church, called Revel, w here 
the faid Maundrel, and the other two, feeing the parifh- 
ioners in the proceflion following and worshipping the 
idol there carried, advifed them to leave the fame, and 
to return to the living God, particularly fpeaking to one 
Robert Barkfdale, head man of the pariih, but he p>id 
no regard to their words. 

Alter this the vicar came info the pulpit, who there 
being about to read his bead-roll, and to pray for the 
fouls in purgatory ; the faid John Maundrel, fpeaking 
with an audible voice, faid, that was the pope's pin- 
fold, the o'hft- two affirming the fame. After which 
words, by command of the prieft, they were had to the 
flocks, where they remained till the fervice was done, 
and then were brought before a juftice of peace, and the 
next day were all three carried to Sahfbury, and pre- 
fented before bifhop Capon, and William Geffrey, 
being chancellor ot the diocefe. By whom they were 
imprifoncd, and oftentimes examined concerning their 
faith, in their houfes, but feldom openly. And at the 
lafl examination thefe were the articles which the chan- 
cellor alledged againft them, being accompanied by 
the fheriffof the fhirc, Mr. St. Johns, and other popifh 
priefts in the parifh church of Fifherton Anger, de- 
manding how they did believe. 

They anfwered, as chriftian men fliould and ought to 
believe : and firft they faid, they helieved in God the 
Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy Ghoft, the 
twelve articles of the creed, the holy fcripture from the 
firft of Generis to the lair of the Revelations. 

But that faith the chancellor would not allow. Where- 
fore he propofed them in particular articles : Firft, whe- 
ther they did not believe, that in the facramcnt of the 
altar (as he termed it), after the words of confecration 
fpoken by the priefl at mafs, there remained no fubftance 
of bread nor wine, but Chrift's body, flefli and blood, 
as he was born of the virgin Mary. VVhcrcunto they 
anfwered ncgativelv, faying that the popifh mafs was 
abominable idolatry, and injurious to the blood of 
Clirilt; but confcffing, that in a faithful congregation, 
receiving the facramcnt of Quill's body and blood, 
Ming duly adminiftered according to ChrilVs inflitution, 
thrift's body and blood is fpiritually received of the 
faithful believer. 

Alfo, being allied whether the pope was fuprcme 
"Mdol the church, and Chrift's vicar on earth; they 
anfwered negatively, faying, that the bifhop of Rome 
WMh ulurp over cmperorsj and kings, being Antichrift, 
mid God's enemy. 

I he chancellor faid, Will you have the church with- 
out a head? They anfwered. Chrift was head of his 
c hurch, and under Chrift the queen's niajefly. 



What, faid the chancellor, a woman head of the 
church? Yea, faid they, within her grace's domi- 
nions. 

Alfo, whether the fouls in purgatory were deli- 
vered by the pope's pardon, and the fuffrages of the 
church. 

They faid, they believed faithfully that the blood of 
Chrift had purged their fins, and the fins of them that 
were faved, unto the end of the world, fo that they 
feared nothing of the pope's purgatory, nor efteemed 
his pardons. 

Alfo, whether images were neceiTary to be in the 
churches, as laymen's books, and faints to be prayed 
unto and worfhipped. 

They anfwered negatively, John Maundrel adding, 
that wooden images were good to roaft a fhoulder of 
mutton, but evil in the church ; whereby idolatry was- 
committed. 

Thofe articles thus anfwered (for their articles were 
one, and their anfwers in manner alike), the chancellor 
read their condemnation, and fo delivered them to the 
fheriff. Then fpake John Spicer, faying, O matter 
fheriff, now muft you be their butcher, that you may 
be guilty alfo with them of innocent blood before the 
Lord. This was the 23d day of March, 1556, and the 
24th day of the fame month, they were carried out of 
the common gaol to a place between Salifbury and Wil- 
ton, where were two potts fet for them to be burnt at. 
Which men coming to the place, kneeled down, and 
made their prayers fecretly together, and then being 
uncloathed to their fhirts, John Maundrel fpake with a 
loud voice, Not for all Salifbury. Which words men 
judged to be an anfwer to the fheriff, who offered him 
the queen's pardon if he would recant. And after that 
in like manner fpake John Spicer, faying, This is the 
joyfulleft day that ever J faw. Thus were the three 
burnt at two flakes : where moft conftantly they gave 
their bodies to the fire, and their fouls to the Lord, for 
the tcflimony of his truth. 

As touching William Coberly, this moreover is to be 
noted, that his wife alfo, called Alice, being appre- 
hended, was detained in the keeper's houfe at the fame 
time that her hufband was in prifon. Where the keep- 
er's wife, named Agnes Pcnicote, had fecretly heated a 
key fire-hot, and laid it in the grafs in the back-yard. 
So fpeaking to Alice Coberly to fetch her the key in all 
haftc, the faid Alice went with all fpeed to bring it, and 
raking it up in hafte did pircouflv burn her hand. 
Whereupon fhe cn ing out on the Hidden burning of her 
hand. Ah thou drab, cjuoth the other, thou that canft 
not abide the burning of the key, how wilt thou be 
able to abide burning thy whole body ? and fo fhe af- 
terward revoked. 

But to return again so the ftory of Coberly, who 
being at the ftake, was fomew hat long a burning as the 
wind flood: after his body was fcorched with the fire, 
and his left arm draw 11 and taken from him by the vio- 
lence of the fire, that the flefli being burnt to the 
white bone, at length he ftooped over the chain, and 
with the right hand, which was lefs injured, knocked 
upon his breaft foftly, the blood and matter iffuing 
out of his mouth. Afterward when they all thought 
he had been dead, fuddenly he role upright with his 
body again. And thus much concerning thefe three 
Salifbury martyrs. 



An ACCOUNT of the DEATH of SIX other MAR- 
TYRS Offering at London, zebo/e Names follow. 

ABOUT the 23d day of April, 1556, were burned 
in Smithfield, at one fire, thefe'tix conltant mar- 
tyrs of Chrilt, fullering for the profellion of the gof- 
p'cl, viz. Robert Drakes, minifler. William Tvms, 
curate. Richaid Spurge, fliecrman. Thomas Spurge, 
fuller. John Cavel, weaver. George Ambrofe, 
fuller. 

They were all of FfTcx, and fo of the diocefe of Lon- 
t. D don, 
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don, and were fent up, fome by the lord Rich, and fome 
by others at fundry times, unto Stephen Gardiner, 
bifhop of Winchefter, then lord chancellor of England, 
about the 22d day of March, 1555 ; who after a fhort 
examination, fent them, fome unto the King's Bench, 
and others unto the Marftialfea, where they remained 
almoft the whole year, until the death of the faid bifhop 
of Winchefter, and had during that time nothing faid 
iHito them. Whereupon, after that Dr. Heath, arch- 
bifhop of York, was chofen to the office of lord chan- 
cellor, four of thefe perfecuted brethren, being now 
weary of this their long imprifonment, made their 
fupplication unto the faid Dr. Heath, requiring his 
favour and aid for their deliverance : the copy whereof 
here followeth. 

To the Moft Reverend FATHER in GOD, THO- 
MAS, ARCHBISHOP of YORK, Lord Chan- 
cellor of England. 

MAY it pleafc your' honourable good lordfhip, for 
the love of God to tender the humble fuit of 
whofe names are fub- 



months or more at the commandment of the late lord 
chancellor, to their utter ruin, with their wives and 
children. In confiderarion whereof your lordfhip's faid 
fupplicants do moft humbly pray and befeech your good 
lordfhip to fuffer them (o be brought before your ho- 
nour ; and there if any man of good confeience can lay 
any thing to our charge, we truft either to declare our 
innocence againft their accufations, or if otherwife their 
accufations can be proved true and we faulty, we are 
ready (God helping us) with our condign punifliments 
to fatisfy the law according to your wife judgment, as 
we hope, full of fatherly mercy towards usand all men, 
according to your godly office, and in which we pray 
for your godly fuccefs to the good plcafure of Almighty 
God, Amen. 

This fupplication was fent (as is faid) and fubferibed 
•with the names of thefe four under written : 

RICHARD SPURGE. GEORGE AMBROSE. 
THOMAS SPURGE. JOHN CAVEL. 

RICHARD SPURGE. 

UPON the receipt hereof, it was not long after, but 
fir Richard Reed, knight, then one of the officers 
of the court of Chancery, the t6th day of January, was 
fent unto the Marfhalfea to examine the faid four prifo- 
ners; and therefore beginning firft "vith Richard Spurge 
upon certain demands, received his anfwers thereunto : 
the effect whereof was, that he with others were com- 
plained upon by the parfon at Bocking, unto the lord 
Rich, for not coming to their parifh church of Bocking, 
•where they had inhabited; thereupon he was, by the faid 
lord Rich, fent unto the late lord chancellor, about the 
22d of March, 1555. 

And farther, he laid, that he came not to the church 
fince the firft alteration of the Englifh fervice into 
Latin (Chriftmas day then a twelvemonth only ex- 
cepted), and that becaufe he mifliked both the fame 
and the mafs alfo, as not confonant and agreeing with 
God's holy word. 

Moreover he required that he might not be any more 
examined upon the matter, unlefs it pleafed the lord 
chancellor that then was, to know his fault therein, 
which to him he would willingly utter. 

THOMAS SPURGE. 

THOMAS SPURGE being then next examined, 
made the fame anfwer in effect that the other had 
done ; confeffing, that he abfented himfelf from the 
church, becaufe the word of God was not there truly 
taught, nor the facraments of Chrift duly adminiftered 
in fuch fort as was prefcribed by the fame word. And 
being further examined of his belief concerning the fa- 
crament of the altar, he faid, that if any could accufe 
him thereof, he would then make anfwer as God had 
given him knowledge therein. 



GEORGE AMBROSE. 

THE like anfwer made George Ambrofe, adding 
moreover, that after he had read the late bifhop 
of Winchefter's book, De vera Obedientia, with Bonner's 
preface thereunto annexed, inveighing both againft the 
authority of the bifhop of Rome, he did fet much lefs 
by their doings than before. 

JOHN CAVEL. 

JOHN CAVEL agreeing in other matters with them, 
anfwered, that the caufe why he did forbear coming 
to the church, was, that the parfon there had preached 
two contrary doctrines. For firft, in a fermon that he 
made at the queen's firft entry to the crown, he did ex- 
hort people to believe the gofpel ; for it was the truth, 
and if they did not believe it, they fhould be damned. 
Bur in a fecond fermon, he preached that the Teftamcnt 
was falfe in forty places, which contrariety in him was a 
caufe, amongft others, of his abfenting from the church. 

ROBERT DRAKES. 

ABOUT the fourth day of March next after, Robert 
Drakes was alfo examined, who was parfon of 
Thunderfley, in Eflex, and had there remained for the 
fpace of three years. He was firft made deacon by Dr. 
Taylor of Hadley, at the commandment of Dr. Cran- 
mcr, late archbifnop of Canterbury. And within one 
year after (which was the third year after king Ed. 
ward) he was, by the faid archbifhop and Dr. Ridley, 
bifhop of London, admitted minifterof God's holy word 
and facraments, not after the order then in force, but 
after fuch order as was after eftablifhed ; and was pre. 
fented to the faid benefice of Thunderfley by the lord 
Rich, at the Am of Mr. Caufton and Mr. Treheron; and 
now notwithstanding was fent up by the faid lord Rich, 
with the others before-mentioned; and at his coming to 
the bifhop of Winchefter, was by him demanded whe- 
ther he could conform himfelf like a fubject to the laws 
of this realm then in force. To whom he faid, he would 
abide all laws that flood with the laws of God ; and 
thereupon was committed to prifon, where he, and the 
reft above-named did remain ever fince. 



The History of WILLIAM TYMS, Deacon, ad 
Curate of Hockley, in Eflex. 

IN the days of queen Mary there were two fermons 
preached in the woods at Hockley, which woods be- 
longed to one Mr.Tyrel; one was called Plumborough 
Wood, and the other Bechcs Wood, and there was at the 
fame fermons an honeft man and his wife, whofe name 
was John Gye, and fervant to Mr. Tyrel at the farm 
called Plumborough. Shortly after it was known to Mr. 
Tyrel that his woods were polluted with fermons, which 
he took very ill, and much matter did arife about it as 
an unlawful affembly, which was laid to John Gye's 
charge, becaufe he did not difclofe that unlawful ad to 
his mailer, being then in the commiffion of the peace, 
appointed at that time to keep down the gofpel, which 
he did to the utmoft, as it may appear to many of his 
acts. 



Soon after Mr. Tyrel came to Hockley to fift <»* 
this matter, and to know who was at thefe preachings. 
And there were found many faulty ; for it is fuppofed 
there were an hundred pcrfons at the leaft. So it p' ea - 
frd Mr. Tyrel to begin firft with John Gye, and aftcd 
where that naughty fellow was that ferved their pariili, 
one Tyms ; for it is told me, faid he, that he is the 
caufe of thefe naughty fellows coming into the country. 
Therefore I charge thee, Gye, to fetch me this naughty 
iellow Tyrns; for thou knoweft where he is. No, 
faid Gye, I do not know. So in no wife could he 
make him fetch him. .. 

Then ftepped forth another of Mr. Tyrel's men, wi- 
ling to pleafe his matter, whofe name was Richard Sheriff, 
and faid to him, Sir, I know where he is. Well, l al ° 
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his nu! !er > S° to t ' ie conftables, and charge them to 

br g 0 S tfas Richard Sheriff" being very diligent, made 
C, re work, and had him brought by the conftables 
(whofe names were Edward Hedge and John James) 

Then Mr. Tyrel commanded all the red to depart ; 
n( j it was wifely done, for he was not able to open his 
3 ourhagainftTyms without reproach ; and there he kept 
Wm about three hours. But there were feme that liftened 
"t the walls, and heard Mr. Tyrel fay thus toTyms. 
3 Methinketh, faid he, when I fee the bleffed rood, it 
niakech me think of God. 

Why, li r, faid Tyms, if an idol that is made with 
man's hands Hoth make \ ou remember God, how much 
more ought the creatures of God, as man being his 
vorkmanfliip, or the grafs, or the trees that bring forth 
fruit, make you remember God ? 

So Mr. Tyrel ended his talk with Tyms, as it were 
in a heat, calling him a traitorous knave. 

Why, fir, faid Tyms, in king Edward's days you 
affirmed the truth that I do now. 

Affirm ! quoth Tyrol, nay, by God's body, 1 never 
thought it \\ ith my heart. 

Well, faid Tyms, I pray you, Mr. Tyrel, bear with 
me, fori have been a traitor but a while, but you have 
been a traitor fix years. 

After this Tyms was fent to London to the bifliop, 
and from him to the bifhop of Winchefter, and fo from 
him to the King's Bench, and then was Mr. Tyrel's 
rage over "ith them that were in the woods at the fer- 
mons. So Mr. Tyrel took away Gye's coat, and gave 
it to John Traiford, and fent him to St. Tofies to fee 
good rule kept there. 

When Tyms came before the bifhop of London, there 
was at that time the bifliop of Bath, and William Tyms 
vascxamincd of his faith before them both. So mightily 
God wrought with this true-hearted man, that he had 
wherewith to anfwer them both ; for the conftables faid, 
that brought them before the bifliop, that they never 
heard the like. Then the bifhop (as though he would 
have had Tyms to turn from the trial) faid to the con- 
ftables, I pray you give him good counfel, that he may 
turn from his error. My lord, faid 'the conftables, he 
is at a point, for he will not turn. 

Then bo: h the bifliops began to be weary of him, 
for he had troubled them about fix or feven hours. Then 
the bifliops began to pity Tyms's cafe, and to flatter 
him, faying, Ah, good fellow, (faid they) thou art 
bold, and thou haft a good frefh fpirit, wc would thou 
hadft learning to thy fpirit. I thank you, my lords, faid 
Tyms, and both you be learned, and I would you had 
a good fpirit to your learning. 

So thus they broke up, and fent Tyms to the bifhop 
of Winchefter, and then were Edward Hedge and John 
James the conftables aforenamed difcharged, and Tyms 
was commanded to the King's Bench, where he was 
mightily ftrcngthencd with the good men that he found 

And thus hitherto you have heard, firft upon what oc- 
cafion this William Tyms was apprehended, how he was 
treated by Mr. Tyrel the juftice, and by him fent up to 
the ordinary of the diocefe, which was bifhop Bonner; 
who, after fome talk, and debating with the faid Tyms, 
at length directed him to the bifliop of Winchefter, 
being then lord chancellor, and was commanded by 
him upon the fame to the King's Bench. 

Here by the way is to be undcrftood, that Tyms as 
he was but a deacon, fo he was but fimply, or at leaft 
not prieftly appareled, forafmuch as he went not in a 
gown, but in a coat; and his hofe were of two colours, 
the upper part white, and the nether flocks of fhecp's 
tuflct. Whereupon the prelate fending for him to 
come before him, and feeing his fimplc attire, began 
to mock him, faying, Ah, firrah, are you a deacon ? Yes, 
mv lord, that I am, quoth Tyms. So methinketh, 
[aid the bifhop, you are decked like a deacon. My 
i or d, faid Tyms, my vefture doth not fo much vary 
'torn a deacon : but methinketh your apparel doth as 
much vary from an apoflle. 



So then there fpake one of the bifhop's gentlemen. My 
lord, (faid he in mockery) give him a chair, a toaft, and 
drink, and he will be lufty. But the bifhop ordered him 
away, and commanded him to come before him again 
the next day at an hour appointed. 

But Winchefter, for lack of leifure, or becaufe of fick- 
nefs growing upon him, or for what caufe elfe I know 
not, either would not, or could not attend unto him, 
but returned him again to his ordinary bifliop from 
whence, he came. So William Tyms being put off 
again to bifliop Bonner, was placed together and coup- 
led with the other five martyrs above-named, and with 
them brought together to public examination before 
the bifhop the 21ft day of March, firft in the bifhop's 
palace of London, where the faid bifhop, after his ac- 
cuftomed manner proceeded again ft them, inquired 
of them their faith upon the facrament of the altar. 
To whom they anfwered, that the body of Chrift was not 
in the facrament of the altar really and corporally, after 
the words of confecration fpoken by the prieft : of 
which opinion they had been a long time, fome later, 
fome fooner, even as God of his mercy did call upon 
them unto the knowledge of his gofpel. 

Then the bifhop's chaplains began to reafon with 
them, but with no great authorities either of the fcrip- 
tures or of the ancient fathers, as other their large con- 
ferences with the learned do already declare. 

■Another EXAMINATION of W. TYMS and R. 
DRAKES, &c. before the Bifhop of London. 

THE 23d day of the fame month of March, the 
bifliop fent again for Tyms and Drakes, and ex 
officio did object unto them certain articles, the fum 
and manner whereof were the fame which before were 
objected to Whittle, Green, Tudfon, &c. And the 
26th day of the fame month he fent for the other four, 
adminiftering to them alfo the fame general articles. 
Unto which they all in effect anfwered in matters 
touching their faith, as did the faid Bartlet Green and 
the reft. Other appearings they had, as the bifhop's 
common manner of proceeding was more (as I have 
often faid) for order and form of law, than for any 
zeal of juftice. 

But in conclufion, the 28th day of the faid month, 
William Tyms and Robert Drakes, with the other four 
above mrncd, were brought to the open confiflory in 
St. Paul's before the faid bifliop of London, to be con- 
demned for herefy. 

The bifhop firft began in this manner: Tyms, faid 
he, I will begin with thee firft, for thou art and haft 
been the ringleader of thefe thy companions, thou haft 
taught them hcrcfies, and confirmed them in their er- 
roneous opinions, and haft endeavoured as much as in 
theelieth, to make them like unto thyfelf. If thy fault 
had not tended to the hurt of others, I would then have 
ufed thee more charitably, and not have brought thee 
to this open rebuke. 1 would, according to the rule of 
Chrift, in the t8th of Matthew, have told thee thy 
fault between me and thee; if thou wouldeft not have 
heard me, I would not fo have left thee, but J, with 
two or three others, would have exhorted thee; if that 
uould not have ferved, then would 1 have told the 
church, &c. But for that thy fault is open and mani- 
feft to the world, and thou thyfelf remaineft flout in. 
thine error, this charitable dealing is not to be extended 
towards thee : I have therefore thought good to proceed 
by another rule, whereof St. Paul fpeaketh, 1 Tim. v. 
" Such as fin, rebuke them openly, that others may 
fear." For this caufe art thou brought before me in 
the face of this people to receive judgment according to 
thy deferts. Let me fee what thou canft fay, why I 
fhould not proceed againft thee as thine ordinary. 

My lord, quoth Tyms, will you now give me leave to 
fpeak ? Yea, quoth the bifhop. Then faid Tyms, My 
lord, I marvel that you will begin with a lie. You call 
me the ringleader and teacher of this company, but how 
untruly you have faid fliall lhortly appear: for there is 
none of all thefe my brethren, which are brought hither 
as prifoncrs, butwhen they were at liberty and out of 
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prifon, they diflbnted from you and your doings, as 
much as they do at this prefent ; and for that caufe 
they are now prifoners. 

So it is evident, that they learned not their religion in 
prifon. And as for me, I never knew them, until 
fuch time as 1, by their commandment, was prifoner with 
them ; how could I then be their ringleader and teacher? 
fo that all the world may fee how untruly you have 
fpoken. And as for my fault which you make fo griev- 
ous, whatfoever you judge of me, I am well allured that 
I hold none other religion than Chrift preached, the 
apoftles witneffed, the primitive church received, and 
now of late the apoftolical and evangelical preachers 
of this realm have faithfully taught ; for which you 
have cruelly burnt them, and now you feck our blood 
alfo. Proceed on hardly, by what rule you will, 1 
oppofe not, neither refufe you for mine ordinary. 

Then, faid the bifhop, I perceive thou wilt not be 
counted their ringleader. How fayeft thou, wilt thou 
fubmit thyfelf to the catholic church as an obedient 
child ? In fo doing thou fhalt be received, and do well 
enough, otherwife thou fhalt have judgment as an he- 
retic. 

Then one of the prifoners ( whofe name is not certainly 
known) faid, My lord, you are no upright judge, for 
you judge after your own luft. But if you will judge 
us according to the holy Teftament of Chrift, which is 
the word of truth, we will accord to your judgment ; 
for unto that word we wholly fubmit ourfclves. But 
as for your judgment without the truth, God fhall con- 
demn. This was very carneftly exprefTcd, infifting that 
they fhould be judged by the word of God. 

At this the bilhop was offended, calling him bufy 
knave, and commanded him to hold his tongue, or elfe 
he fhould be had away to a place of fmallcr cafe. 

Then Tyms anfwercd and faid, My lord, I doubt not 
but 1 am of the catholic church, w hatfoever you judge 
of mc. But as for your church, you have before this 
day renounced it, and by corporal oath promifed never 
to confent to the fame. Contrary to which you have 
received into this realm the pope's authority, and 
therefore you arc falfely perjured and forfworn all the 
fort of you. Befides this, you have both fpoken and 
written very carneftly againft that ufurped power, and 
now you burn men that will not acknowledge the pope 
to be fuprcme head. 

Have 1 ? quoth the bifhop, where have I written any 
thing againft: the church of Rome? 

My lord, quotli Tyms, the bifhop of Winchefter 
wrote a very learned oration, intitlcd, De vera Obcditn- 
tia, which containeth worthy matter againft the Ro- 
mifh authority : unto which book you made a preface, 
inveighing againft trie bifhop of Rome, reproving his 
tyranny and falfhood, calling his power falfe and pre- 
tended. The book is extant, and you cannot deny it. 

Then was the bifhop fomewhat afhamed, and looking 
upon thofe that were prefent, fpake very gently, faying, 
Lo, here is a good matter indeed. My lord of Win- 
chefter being a very learned man, did write a book 
againlt the fupremacy of the pope's holinefs, and I alfo 
did write a preface before the fame book, tending to 
the fame effect. And thus did we becaufe of the peril- 
ous times that then were. For then it was made trca- 
fon by the laws of this realm, to maintain the pope's 
authority, and great danger it was to be fufpeclcd a fa- 
vourer of the fee of Rome ; and therefore fear com- 
pelled us to comply with the time, for otherwife there 
had been no way but one. You know when any uttered 
his confeience in maintaining the pope's authority, he 
fuffercd death for it. 

And then turning his tale upon Tyms, he faid, But 
fince that time, even fince the coming in of the queen's 
majefty, when we might be bold to fpeak our con- 
feience, we have acknowledged our faults, and my lord 
of Winchefter fhamcd not to recant the fame at Paul's 
Crofs. And alfo thou thyfelf feelt that I fiand not in 
" igly have fubmitted myfelf. Do thou alfo 



1 pray thee 
3 be the word of 



My : 



e have 



ord, quoth Tyms, that which you have written 
:he fupremacy of the pope, may be well appro\ cd 



by the fcriptures. But that which you 
the word of God, as I can well prove. 

Then another, I fuppofe it was Dr. Cooke, f a y 
Tyms, I pray thee let me talk with thee a little,' for ]' 
think we two are learned alike. Thou fpeakeft much f 
the fcripture, and yet underftandeft it not. I \ v j|[ tf ° 
thee to whom thou mayft be compared: thou art lik C i 
one who intending to go a hunting, rifeth up C ail v ;° 
the morning, taketh his hounds, and forth he goetb ul 
to the hills, and down into the valleys; he pafieth' 0V( f 
the fields, over hedge and ditch, he fearchcth thcuood- 
and thickets ; thus labourcth he all the whole day, »;,]," 
out finding any game. At night home he cormth" 
weary of his travel, not having caught any thino- at a p! 
and thus fareth it with thee. Thou labourcft : ° ' '' 
of the fcriptures, thou takeft the letter, but 
ing thou knoweft not, and thus thy reading is 
Arable unto thee, as hunting was unro the m 
fpake of even now. 

Sir, quoth Tyms, you have not well applied your 
fimilitude; for I praife God, I have not read the fain, 
tures unprofitably : but God, I thank him, hath re 
vealed unto me fo much as I doubt not is fuflkient for 
my falvation. 

Then faid the bifhop, You brag much of knowledge 
and yet you know nothing : you fpeak much of fcrin! 

ture, and you know not what fcriptur- ; - 1 ■ 

tell mc ; how knoweft thou that thint 
God, which thou callcft fcripture? 

To thisanfwered Robert Drakes, that he knew 
be the word of God, becaufe it fhewed unto men 
falvation in Chrift, and doth revoke and call all 
back from their wicked lives, unto a pure and underlie! 
converfation. 

The bifhop replied, that the heathen writers hart 
taught precepts of good living, as w ell as the fcripture, 
and yet their writings are not eftcemed to be Gud'i 

Then faid Tyms, The Old Teftament bearcth u fe- 
nds of thofe things which arc written in the Ne»j 
for (quoth he) there is nothing taught in the Nti 
Teftament but it was fore-fhewed in the law and ic: 
prophets. 

1 will deny all, quoth the bifhop, I will deny all; 
what fayeft thou then ? Then Robert Drakes alkdgfi 
a fentence in Latin out of the 59th chapter of 1 fa lali'i 
prophecy: Spirt/us mem qui eft inte, &c. that is, " M; 

and my words which 1 haveptt 
depart out of the mouth (if [hi 
iuth of the feed of thy feed frou 
:r;" meaning thereby to prov: 
ho had the Spirit of God, could thereb 
difcern and judge truly which was God's woa 
but before he could explicate his mind, he was intc-i 
rupted by the bifhop, who fpoke unto Dr. Pcndlcto.", 
faying, 

Mr. Doctor, I pray you fay fomething to thefe fok 
that may do them Tome good. Then Dr. Pendicle?, 
leaning near the bifhop, covered his face with both In 
hands, to the end he might the more cafily devifc ut 
to fay ; but another converfation was prefently broug 
forward, fo that for that time he faid nothing. 

And thus much William Alfbury, witnefs here., 
being prefent thereat, fo far as he heard, hath faithfii 1 : 
recorded aud reported. What more was faid, (iortt 
had not yet made an end) becaufe he departed theni'- : 
of the boufe, he doth not know, nor did hear. 

Then the bifhop, after this, and fuch like commit 
cation, proceeded at length in form of law, cant , 
both the articles and his anfwers to the fame to be tl - 
and there openly read ; the furn of w hich his conlelf ; 
recorded and left in his own hand-writino-, is in di- 
as follows. 

The ARTICLES for which WILLIAM TYMS, 
Hockley, in Essex, zvas condemned in the Conliff 
of Sr. Paul's, the -S/h of March, -with his A- v 
SWERS and CONFESSION upon the fame. 

FIRST, I did truly confefs, and believe that I 
baptized in the true catholic church of Chrift;; 



irf thy mouth, fhall n 
feed, nor out of the r 
henceforth 1 
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The CONDEMNATION of W. TYMS, R. DRAKES,. &c 



Irnv gna 



I h is b-tptizt-d, ther;- was the element and the 
n , Ori, iccnrding to Chri.ft's inftitution. And 
mdfm^ers and godmothers did promife for me, 
'f ihould forfikc the devil, and all his works, and 
I fliould keep God s commandments, and believe 
all the article- of the chriftian faith; all which 1 do 
believe at this d.iy, and with God's help I truft. to do 
w |,ile i livf ; for it was not the wickednefs of the minif- 
ti-r that made ihe facrament of none effect, &c. 

Item, ! confefled two facraments, and but two' in 
Chris's true church ; that is, the facrament of haptifm, 
and the facrament of the body and blood of Chrilt, 
and that Chrift is prcfent with his facraments, as it 
plenfpih h.m. 

him, I confeffed, that Chrift hath a vifible church, 
wherein the word of Gpd is truly preached, and the 
fjcrmients trulv adminiftered. 

'Item, I confefled the fee of Rome to be as the late 
bifliop.of Winchefter hath, written in his book De vera 
Obedientia, to which I faid unto the bifhop of London, 
that he had made a godly preface ; and alfo John Bale 
hath plainly declared in his book, called, The image 
of hoth churches, even fo much as I believe thereof. 

Item, 1 confefled the mafs to be blafphemy to Chrift's 
death and pa.flior». . 

Item, I confefled that in the facrament of the alrar, 
Chrift is hot prefent either fpiritually or corporally ; but 
as thev ufe it,' it is an. abominable idol. 

Laft of all, 1 confefled th.e biftiop of London to be 
. mine ordinary. 

After this the biftiop fell to intreaty and perfuafions, 
earneftly exhorted him to revoke his herefies (as he 
termed them), and to relorm himfelf unto the church 
of Rome, and not to ftick fo much to the literal fenfe 
of the fcriptures, but to ufe the interpretations of the 
old fathers. 

To which Tyms anfwered, I will not reform myfelf 
thereunto. And I thank God for this day ; for I truft 
he will rum your curfings into blefllngs. 
■ And' furthermore afking this queftion, he faid; And 
what have you to maintain the real prcfcncc of Chrift in 
the facrament, but only the bare letter? 

We have (quoth the biftiop) the catholic church. 

No, faid Tyms.you have the popifli church of Home 
for you, for which you are perjured and forfworn. And 
the fee of Rome is the fee of Antichrift; and therefore 
to that church I will not conform myfelf, nor once con- 
fent'unto it. 

Then the biftiop feeing his conftant boldnefs to be 
unmoveable, proceeding to his condemnation,, pro- 
nounced the fentence definitive upon him, and gave 
him over to the fecular power. 

Afterwards calling for Robert Drakes, he ufed to- 
wards him the like manner of exhortation that he did 
before. 

To whom Drakes replied, As for your church of 
Rome, I utterly defy and deny it, with all the 
works thereof, even as 1 deny the devil and all his 
works. 

The biftiop then ufing his accuftomcd order of law, 
with his like exhortations, at laft gave him the like 
bleffing that Tyms had, and fo.chargcd the fticriff with 

Thomas Spurge being next demanded if he would 
feturn to the catholic church, faid as follows; As ibr 
your church of Rome, I do utterly deny it: but to the 
true catholic church I am content to return, and conti- 
nue m the fame, whereof I believe the church of Rome 
to be no part or member. 

Then in fhort, calling the reft in their turn, and upon 
the like demands receiving the like anfwers, the faid 
oilhop gave unto each of them their feveral judgments : 
and To ridding his bloody hands, committed them unto 
the cuftody of the ftieriffs of London, who fent them 
unto Newgate, where they all went moft joyfully, abid- 
ing there the Lord's good time, wherein they fhould fcal 
tnis their faith with the ftiedding of their blood ; which 
ofAprif ft ° Utly and wiUin S l y performed, in the month 



L E T T E R I. 

From WILLIAM TYMS to bis- faithful Sifter in the 
Lord, AGNUS GLASCOCK, Pariihioner in the 
Town of Hockley. ■ 

THE grace, mercy; and peace of God our. Father, 
rhrougb Jcfus Chrift our Lord and Saviour, with 
the fweet comfort of his holy and mighty Spirit, to the 
performance of his will, to your everlafting comfort, 
be with you my dear lifter Glafcock, both now and 
evermore, Amen. 

My moft dear and entirely beloved fitter, yea mother, 
I might right well call you for the motherly care which 
you have always had for me, I have moft heartily 
commended myfelf unro you, giving God moft hearty 
thanks for you, that he hath given you fo loving a heart 
to Chrift's poor gofpel, and his poor afflicted flock 
for the fame: and as you have full godly begun, fo I 
befecch God to give you power to go forward in the 
fame, and never more to look back, fearing neither 
fire nor fword ; and then 1 warrant you, you have not 

And now (my dear heart) remember well what I have 
taught you when I was prefent with you, and alfo written 
being abfenr, and no doubt we fhall fhortly meet again 
with a moft joy ful meeting. I go on Friday next to the 
biftiop of London's coal-houfe, which is the 20th day 
of March, where I think it will be hard for any of my 
friends to fpeak with me. However I truft I fhall not 
long tarry there, but ftiortly after be carried up after my 
dear brethren and filters, which are gone before me 
into heaven in a fiery chariot : therefore now I take 



I have tarried a great while for you, and feeing you 
are fo long making ready, I will tarry no longer for you. 
You (hall find me merrily finging, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Sabbath, at my journey's end. There- 
fore now (my dear heart) make good hafte, and loiter 
nor by the way, left night take you, and fo you be flint 
out of the gate with the foolifh virgins. And now (my 
filler) in witnefs that I have taught you nothing but the 
truth, here I write my name with my blord for a tefti- 
monial unto you, that I will Teal the fimple doctrine 
which I have taught you, with the reft. And thus fare 
you well : and God defend you from Antichrift, and 
all his minifters, the falfe priefts, Amen. 



Thefc words following were written with his own blood. 
Continue in prayer. 
All; in fa.th. 

And obtain your defire. for the Gofpel of 

Chrift. 



By me W. TYMS, in 
the King's-Bench 



LETTER II. 



From WILLIAM TYMS, comforting his Sifter GLAS- 
COCK, being in great Sorrow and Repentance for 
going to the Mafs. 



GOD be merciful unto you, pardon and forgive all 
your fins, and fend \ou faith to believe the fame 
^mcn ° U ^ ^ Part " kcr ° f h ' S heavcnl X kingdom' 
My dear fiftcr, I have me moft heartily commended 
unto you; and as I have lamented your falling from 
God, by being partaker with that idolatrous prieft ; fo 
have I, fince I heard of your earncft repentance, very 
much rejoiced, and alfo praifed Almighty God for his 
mercy flic wed unto you, in that he hath not left you to 
yoiirfclf, butfince your denial he hath fhcwed his mercv 
on you, by looking back on you as he did, and bitterly to 
weep for your fins: whereas if God had left you' to 
yourfc-rf, you had run forward from one evil to another, 
till at length your heart would either have been harden- 
ed, or elle you would have defpaired of the mercv of 
6 E God. 
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God. And feeing that God hath been fo merciful unto 
you as he hath been, be ye not unthankful unto him for 
the fame. For I certify you that your forrowful heart 
that you have had, doth declare unto me that God hath 
pardoned arid forgiven all your fin? for the blood-fhed- 
ing of that immaculate Lamb, Jefus Chrift our Lord 
and Saviour. 

Therefore as Peter, after the time that Chrift had 
forgiven him his fin, did boldly confefs Chrift before all 
his enemies ; even fo, my dear heart in the Lord, feeing 
that God hath fo mercifully pardoned and forgiven you 
your fins, how cleave unto him, and be at defiance with 
his enemies the papifts ; and as rhcy do bear witnefs 
with ihcir father the devil, by going to the church, and 
fhedding the innocent blood of thofe that will not go 
with them ; even fo do you bear witnefs with Chrift, by 
not coming there : for all thofe that do go thither fhall 
be partakers of their brethren's blood, that is fhed for 
the teftimony of Chrift, except they repent and amend ; 
which grace that they may fb do, 1 befcech the eternal 
God for.his Chrift'sfake, if it be his good will, to give 
them in his good time. And the fame good God that 
hath beenfp merciful unto you to call you to repentance, 
him I befeech to keep you in his Tear and love, that you 
may always have affiance in him, and evermore feek his 
honour and glory to your cverlafting comfort in Chrift, 
Amen. Thus fare you well. From the King's-bench, 
this 28th of Anguft. 

By me, 
WILLIAM TYMS. 

LETTER III. 

From WILLIAM TYMS to certain godly WOMEN 
of his Parifti, Followers of the Gofpel. 

GRACE, mercy, and peace from God the Father, 
through oar Lord Jefus Chrift, be with you both 
now and evermore, Amen. 

Dear lifters, I have me moft heartily recommended 
unto you, thanking you for the great kindnefs ftiewed 
unto me in this time of mine imprifonmcnt, and not 
only onto me, but alfo unto my poor wife and children; 
and alfo for the great kindnefs that you fhew unto all 
the living faints that arc difperfed abroad, and are 
obliged to hide their heads for fear of this cruel per- 
fection. 

Dear fitters, when I do remember your conftancy in 
Chrift, I call to remembrance the conftaney of divers 
godly women, as Sufannah, Judith, Either, and the 
good wife of Nabal, that through her godly conditions 
faved both her hufband's life, and all her houfhold, 
when David had thought to have (lain him for his chur- 
lifh anfwer that he fent him. Alfo 1 do remember 
Rahab that lodged the Lord's fpies, how God preferved 
her and her whole houfhold for her faithfulncfs that fhe 
bare to God's people. So I do believe that when the 
Lord fhall fend his angel to deftroy thefe idolatrous 
Egyptians here in England, and fhall find the blood of 
the Lamb fprinkled on the door-poft of your hearts, he 
will go by and not hurt you, but fpare your whole 
houfholds for your fakes. Alfo I remember Mary 
Magdalen, how faithful fhe was : for fhe was the firft 
that preached the refurrcclion of Chrift. Remember 
the bleffed ma'rty, Anne Afkew, in our time, and fol- 
low her example of conftancy, and for the love of God 
take heed that in no cafe you confent to idolatry, but 
ftand fall to the Lord, as trig good woman did that had 
her feven fons put to death before her face, and ihe 
always comforting them, yea, and laft of all fuffered 
death herfelf, for the teftimony of her God, which is 
the living God. Thus I befeech God to fend you grace 
and ftrength to ftand faft to the Lord, as fhe did, and 
then you fhall be fure of the fame kingdom that fhe is 
fure of; to which kingdom I pray God bring both you 
and me, Amen. 

By me, 

prifoner in the King's-bench, 

WILLIAM TYMS. 



LETTER IV. 
From WILLIAM TYMS to his Friends in Hoc-kiey. 
nPHE grace of God the Father, througb the merits 
X. of his dear Son Jefus, our Lord and only Saviour 
with the continual aid of his holy and mighty Spirit' 
to the performance of his will, to our cverlafting com- 
fort, be^vith you my dear brethren, both now and ever- 

My dearly beloved, I befeech God to reward the great 
goodnefs that you havefhewed unto me, feven-fold into 
your bofoms ; and as you have always had a moft godly 
love unto his word, even fo I befeech him to give you 
grace to love your own fouls, and then I truft you will 
flee from all thofe things that fiiould difpleafure our good 
and merciful God, and hate and abhor all the company 
of thofe that would have you to worfhip God any 
otherwife than is contained in his holy word. And 
beware of thofe rhafters of idolatry, that is, thefe papif. 
tical priefts. My dear brethren, for the tender mercy 
of God, remember well what I have faid unto you, and 
alfo written, which I am flow ready to feal with my 
blood. I praife God that ever I lived to fee the day, 
and blefled be my good and merciful God, that ever he 
gave me a body to glorify his name. And, dear hearts, 
I do now write unto you for none other caufe, but to put 
you in remembrance that I have not forgotten you, to 
the end that I would not have you forget me, but to re- 
member well what I have fimply by word of mouth and 
writing taught you. Which although it were moft Am- 
ply done, yet truly, as your own confeiehee beareth me 
record : and therefore in any cafe take heed that you 
do hot that thing which your own confeience doth con- 
demn. Therefore come out of Sodom and go heaven- 
ward with the fervantsand martyrs of God, left you he 
partakers of the vengeance of God that is coming upon 
this wicked nation from which the Lord God defend you, 
and fend us a joyful meeting in the kingdom of heaven ; 
unto Which God bring you all, Amen. Thus now I 
take my leave of you for ever in this world, except I 
be burned amongft you, which thing is uncertain unto 
me as yet. 

.-orthy brother in Chrift," 
Newgate, April 12. W. TYMS. 

LETTER V. 

From WILLIAM TYMS to his PARISHIONERS, 
giving Thanks for their Charity //jewed to his Wife, 
being brought to Bed of a Child in his Captivity. 

THE cverlafting peace of our dear Lord and only 
Saviour Jefus ■ Chrift, with the fwcet comfort of 
his holy and mighty Spirit, to the increafe of your faith, 
to the performance of his will, and to your eternal 
comfort in the everlafting kingdom of heaven, be 
with you, my dear brethren and filters, both now and 
ever. Amen. 

My moft dear brethren and lifters in our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, I have me moft heartily commend- 
ed unto you with hearty thanks for all the great libera- 
lity that you have fhevved unto me, and efpecially now 
in the time of my neceffity, when that God hath fent 
my poor wife a child in my captivity ; which is no little 
care to me, fo to provide, that I might keep both the 
child and my wife from the antichriftian-church : which 
thing I thank my God, through his moft gracious pro- 
vidence, I have yet done, though it be (as ye know) 
great charge, not to me, but to the congregation of 
God, and it grieveth me that I have been fo chargeable 
to them as 1 have been, and efpecially you my dear 
brethren, I being fo unworthy a member as I have been, 
and alfo of fo fmall acquaintance : but fuch is the mer- 
ciful goodnefs of God, fo as to move your hearts with 
charity towards me. And as he hath moved your hearts 
fo to do, even fo I befeech God to give you power to 
forfake and rcjedt all things which are difpleafing in 
his fight, to do all things which are requiiite to a 
chriftian 
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ch'riftia"! ant ' ^" enc * y° u J- r race : to go forwards inthe fame, 
as you have godly begun, 'heitherfearing fire nflr fWrd. 
And, my moft dear hearts, remember well the fimple 
.plain doctrine which I have taught y&u, and"atfb. Writ- 
ten unto you, which was the truth, and for a rcffimony 
of the fame I truft that'yo'ii fhall fhortly l hear, or elfe 
■fee that '1 will Teal the fame with my blood. 

And in tlie mean time I defire you all to remember 
me in your prayers, as 1 know you do, and as with 
God's help I will -do for you, that God, 'for his dear 
Son 'Chrift 's fake, w ill fo-'finifh the days of Our pilgrim- 
acre, that we 'may reft together wit h Abraham, Ifirac, and 
Jacob, in the everlafting 'kingdom of heaven, 'to which 
1 befeech the eternal Lord for his (Thrift's fake to bring 
both yciu and all your's, Amen. 

By mc, WILLIAM TYMS. 

LETTER. VI. 

frm WILLIAM TYMS lo hit Sifted COLFOX 
and AGNES GLASCOCK. 

GRACE and peace from God the Father of all mer- 
cy, through the merits of our dear Saviour Jefus 
thrift, be perceived and felt in the hearts of you, my 
dearly 'beloved lifters in the Lord, by the mighty work- 
ing of the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, both now and 
evermore, A men. 

NTy moft dear and in'tirely beloved filters in the 
Lord, after my moft hearty commendations, according 
to my moft bounden duty, I do as I am accufromed, 
or at lead ought to do, that is, I 'give you warning of 
your enemies, which are the priefts, and talce good 
heed of them, for they Terve a crafty mafter; yea, and 
as St. Peter faith, He fleepcth not, but'goeth about like 
a roaring lion, fecking whom he may devour. For 
your old familiar friends, or worldly companions, when 
they fee that you will not run into the idol's temples 
with them, it will Teem a Orange thing urito them, 
that ye run not to the fame excels of ridt, as St. Peter 
faith, and 'therefore they will fpeafk evil of you, rail on 
you, and perfecute you. 

But, my dear fitters, let it not trouble you, for it is 
but to try you, and let it not Teem a ftrange thing unto 
you. But when they do To, remember wherefore it is, 
and for Whofc fake, even becaufe you Will not forfa'ke 
God as they do. For the hatred they bear you, i's fdr 
the word of God, and then it is God's caufe, and I tell 
ydu he will revenge ir. And therefore if ye be railed 
oh, and troubled for his fake, think yourfelves moft 
happy. For if you fuffer with the patriarchs, prophets, 
'and apoftles, then fhall ye be fure to be partakers of 
•the fame joy that they'are in. Yea, you have heard by 
the word of God, how cruelly the tyrants have always 
'perfecuted the true 'members of Chrift, as he hirnfelf 
with promifed that they fhall do unto the end of the 
world. 

By the way I will bring to your remembrance (he 
holy martyr St. Stephen, who for favouring, maintain- 
ing, and defending the fame doctrine that ive now fuf- 
fer for, was called a blafphemcr, and ftoncd to death at 
Jerufalem. And Chriffs apoftles were di vcrfly afflicted 
all over the world for the fame by this viperous genera- 
tion. Antipas the faithful witnefs of Chrift was (lain 
at Pefgamus. Jafon for receiving Paul and Silas, with 
other difcfplesand teachers of the goTpel, was brdught 
before the council at Th'effalonica, and accufed for a fc- 
tiitious traitor againft Caefar. No marvel therefore 
though at this day we are vexed on the fame fort, main- 
taining thefamc caufe, and favouring the teachers there- 
of. Is there any other reward folldwirig the 'true fcr- 
vants of God now, than hath been aforetimes? No fure- 
}y, for fo hath Chrift promifed. And if they have pcr- 
Tecuted him, they needs muft perfecute his members; 
!'f they have'called the Mafler of the houfc Beelzebub, 
fo M ill tKey do his houfhbld ; " You fhall be hated of 
all men, (faith thrift) for my name's fake." 

It is ho new thing, my dear 'heart's, to fee fh'e'tfue 
members of Chrift handled as in our'day's they ; arc, asit 
' s not urtkhoWn to you hdw they are cruelly treated, and 



bhifphemed without any reafonable caufe. For heretics 
muft they be taken, who follow not their traditions. 
And then they may as well call Chrift an heretic, for 
he never went a procelfion with the cope, crofs, or can- 
dleftick. He never cenfed image, nor fang Latin fer- 
vice. He never fat in confeffion. He never preached 
of purgatory nor oi the pope's pardons. He never ho- 
noured faints, nor prayed for the'dead. He never faid 
mafs, mattins, nor even-fohg. He never commanded 
to fall Friday nor vigil, lent nor advent. He never hal- 
lowed church nor chalice, allies nor palms, candles nor 
'bells. He never 'made holy water nor holy bread, with 
fuch like. But fuch dumb ceremonies, not having the 
exprefs commandment of God, he calleth the leaven of 
the pharifees, and damnable Ti'ypocrify; admonifhing 
his difciples 'to beware of them. He curfeth all thofe 
that add to "his word fuch beggarly fhadows, wiping 
their names clean out of the book of life. St. Paul 
faith, they have no portion with Chrift, 'Which entangle 
thcmfdlves again with fuch yokes of 'bondage. 

Therefore, my dear hearts, fceing'that'our'go'od 'God 
hath, by the light of his holy word, delivered usfrom 
all fuch dark, blind, dumb, beggarlytradirions of men, 
ftand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made you 
free, bring not yourfelves again into the yoke of bon- 
dage. But let us always be ready, looking for the com- 
ing of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, Which, as Sr. 
Peter faith, " will come as a thief in the night." And 
our captain Chrift faith " If the good man of the houfe 
knew What hour the thief would come, he would furcly 

Therefore, my dear hearts, be of good comfort, al- 
though the world rage e ver To fore againft you. And 
for ydiir comfort mark well the great mercy of God, 
who according to his promife for the wcaknefs of our 
nature hath fo affuaged the heat of the fire, that our 
dear brethren that 'have gone before us, to the fight of 
all men, have found it rather to be joy than pain. And 
think you furely God will be as merciful unto you, as 
he hath been unto them; and fay with St. Paul, Rom. 
viii. "Who fhall feparatc us from the love of God? 
Shall tribulation, or anguifli, or pcrfecution, or hunger, 
or nakedncTs, or peril, or Tword ? as it is written, -For 
thy fake are we killed ail the day long," &c. 

Therefore, my dear lifters, if to fave your lives, any 
diffcmbling gbfpellers would have you to go to the 
idol's temple with them, fay unto them, No : for my 
maftcr Chrilt faith, Marth. x. " He that would fave 
his life fhall lofe'it." And in another place to comfort 
us, he faith, " There fhall not one hair fall from your 
head, without it be your heavenly Father's will." And 
therefore fay that you will not be of that fort, that be 
neither hot nor cold, left God fhould fpue you out of 
his mouth. But ma'ke them this anfwer, faying, "Sr. 
Paul faith, 2 Cdr. vi. " Bear no ftrange yoke with the 
unbelievers. For what fcliowfhip hath rightedufnefs 
with unrighteoufnefs, what company hath light with 
darknefs, what coricdrd hath Chrift with Belial, or 
what part hath 'he that bclieveth With an infidel? HoW 
agreeth the temple of God, with images ?" And ye are 
the temple of God, as God faith, I will %1 well among 
them, walk amdng them, and will be their God, and 
they fhall be my people. Wherefore come out frdm 
among them, and feparate yourfelves, faith the Lord, 
and touch no unclean thing: fo will I receive you, and 
will be a Father unto you, arid ye fhall be my fons and 
daughters, faith the Lord." 

Thus mine own bowels in the Lord, as I began, fo 
make I an end, bidding you beware of your enemies, 
and take up your crofs, and follow your captain Chrift 
in at the harrow gate here by pcrfecution, -and then 
you fhall be fure to reign and rejoice with him in his 
everlafling kingddm, which he hirnfelf hath ptirchafetl 
with his own rhoft precious blood: to whom, With the 
Father, and the Hoiy'Ghdfi, be all honour '-bbth'now 
and for ever, Amen. 

By me, WILLIAM TYMS. 
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LETTER VII. 

Prom WILLIAM TYMS, exhorting all GOD's faithful 
Servants to efchew the SOCIETY of IDOLATERS, 
and GOD's ENEMIES. 

GRACE be. with you, and peace from the Father, 
and from the Lord jefus Chrift. 
I thank my God with all remembrance of you always 
in my prayers for you, and pray with gladnefs, becaufe 
of the fcllowfhip which ye have in the gofpel, from 
the fir ft day that I knew you, until this day ; and I am 
furcly certified of this, that he w ho hath begun a good 
work in you, fhall go forth with it, until the day of 
Jefus Chrift, as it becomcth me to judge of you; whom 
I have in my heart, and as companions of grace with 
me, even in my bonds. And thus I pray, that your 
love may increafe more and more in knowledge. Good 
brcrhren, 1 molt heartily defire God, that as you have 
a willing mind to comfort my vile earthly body in this 
time of pcrfecution, fo he will ftrengthen you with his 
Holy Spirit, that my imprifonmcnt do not difcomfort, 
but rather ftrengthen and comfort you, to fee thegood- 
licfs of God {hewed unto me, in that being a man with- 
out learning, and brought before three fuch bifliops 
concerning worldly wifdom, he gave me both mouih 
and wifdom; infbmuch that the bifhop of London went 
away in a great hafte from me; and after that he fent 
his man with a Bible; turning to the 9th chapter to 
the Hebrews, and the bifhop of Bath looking on it, 
Taid, What meaneth my lcrd? this maketh nothing for 
his purpofe. Then I looked on it, and faid, My lord 
feeth that 1 was weak, and therefore he hath hoi pen me ; 
for here he hath condemned the facrifice of your mafs: 
for you fay that you offer a daily facrifice in your mafs, 
both for the quick and the dead; and here St. Paul faith, 
'« Without blood-fhedding there is no forgivenefs of 
fins;'* therefore that is here condemned. He anfwer- 
ed, Yea, faith he fo? So fay all fuch heretics, and fo 
forth, with many like arguments, which my neighbours 
that heard them can declare,, therefore 1 leave them. 
This have 1 written that you fhould not be afraid, but 
call upon God as he hath commanded us to afk and wc 
'■ (hall ' have; feek and you fhall find, knock and.it fhall 
be opened unto you. Alfo he hath commanded us to 
call on him in the day of trouble, and he hath promifed 
to hear us. Therefore if we have not mouth and wifdom 
at his hand, the fault is in us, that- either we will net 
repent us of our wickednefs, and amend our lives, or 
elfe we be unfaithful, and believe not the promifes of 
God ; and fo v.e ourfelvcs are the caufe that this wifdom 
is tacking in us. Therefore let us repent and amend 
our lives, and God is merciful. And in any cafe, as I 
have always faid unto you, fince I firft knew you, fo fay 
I now, beware of idolatry, and of your good intents; 
if not, mark what hath followed upon them that have 
left God's commandments, and done their own good in- 
tents. Remember when the children of Ifrael had 
made them a golden calf, did not God fay they had 
marred all, and would have deftroyed them, had not 
Mofes earneftly prayed for them ? I let many other places 
alone that prove the wrath of God to. come upon the 
people' for idolatry: therefore as we will avoid the 
wrath of God, let us keep unftained from it. You have 
example out of the Old Teftament, how loth the god- 
ly fathers were to be partakers with the wicked: and 
yet to fee how little we regarded it, it would make any 
chriftian man's heart to weep. God fend us more 



ham, becaufe he would not be partaker of their idolatry, 
fled from the people of Chaldca, being his native coun- 
try. And in the 19th of Generis, Lot at the command- 
ment of the angels departed from Sodom, left he tarrying 
with the Sodomites fhould have been confumed with 
them. In the 2 1 ft of Genefis, Sarah would not fuffer I fh- 
mael, who was given to mocking, to keep company w ith 
her foh Ifaac", left he fhould alfo become a mocker. Look 
in the 16th of Numbers; Mofes at God's appointment 
commanded the people to depart from the dwelling- 



i of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, left they alfo 
bperifhan 
Mofes commanded them 
they fhould not keep company with thofe wicked peo^ 
pie, left the vengeance of God fhould light on them; fo 
do I (I fay) give you warning that you fhould not keep 
company with the idolaters, in their idolatrous tern, 
pies, left the wrafh of God come upon you to deftroy 
you. 

Look what St. Paul faith in the fecond epiftle, and the 
fixth chapter to the Corinthians : " Set yourfelves (faith 
he) therefore at large, and bear no ftrange yoke with 
the unbelievers: for what fellowfhip hath righteouf. 
riefs with unrightcoufnefs ? what company hath light 
with darknefs? what concord hath Chrift with Belial? 
or what part hath he that bclicveth with an infidel? How 
agrceth the temple of God with images? And ye are 
the temple of God, as faith God; I will dwell among 
them, and they fhall be my people. Wherefore come 
out from among them, and feparate yourfelves, faith 
the Lord, and touch no unclean thing." 

Good brethren, mark what cometh of keeping com. 
pany with .the wicked. . Syrach faith, " He thattouch- 
eth pitch, (hall be defiled therewith ;. and he that keep- 
eth company with the proud, fhall clothe himfelf with 
pride." Even fo he that is familiar with idolaters, can- 
not be unftained with idolatry, except he do it to win 
them to Chrift, as there be but a few that do. Yea, it 
may not be where idolatry is openly committed, as 
for an example; Peter, fo long as he continued with 
Chrift and Chrift's difciples, continued in the truth, 
preached the truth, confeffed openly Chrift to be the 
Son of the living God, and promifed that he would not 
only go to prifon, but alfo to very death with him: but 
when he c.une once into the court of the bifhop's houfe, 
he ftraitway was ftricken with fuch fear, by a poor 
maiden, and a liinple ruffian (fuch a one as my lord of 
London hath, that faid, By God's blood, if I meet 
with any of thefe vile heretics, I will thruft an arrow in 
him) that when, I fay, he was amonglt them, he deni- 
ed his matter, fwore that he never knew him, whom 
he, before he came there, boldly confefild before all 
men: and again, after that he had repented him of his 
wicked deed, he boldly preached to the unbelieving 
Jews, commanding them, among other his godly exhor- 
tations, to fav.e themfelves from that untoward genera- 
tion. How many of our priefts before this ftorm of pcr- 
fecution, when the gofpel was truly preached, were 
bold, and could fay, They would die rather then deny 
their matter ! but when they come once into the bifliops 
houfes, they preach no more Chrift, buMJtterly deny 
him: therefore 1 pray God keep them from thence, or 
elfe fend them more grace and ftrength. It is needful 
to pray; therefore watch in prayer. 

Paul, all the while he was among the bifliops, was a 
cruel perfecutor; but after he was called by God from 
the bifliops, he became a true preacher: therefore God 
. keep all chriftian men out of the hands of our bifliops. 
St. Paul, in the fifteenth to the Romans, faith, 1 dare not 
fpeak any of thofe things that Chrift hath not wrought 
by me. He faith alfo, Rom. xvi. <• I befeech you, 
brethren, mark them that make divifion, and give oc- 
cation of evil, contrary to the doctrine that ye have 
learned, and avoid them: for they that arc fuch fcrvc 
not the Lord Jefus Chrift, but their own bellies, and 
with fweet and flattering words deceive the hearts of 
the iimplc." Our matter Chrift himfelf hath given us 
warning which they be; for he hath fet the plain mark 
on them, in the 24th. of Matthew, " If they fay, here is 
Chrift, or there is Chrift, believe them not. If they 
fay he is in the defart, .go not forth. If they fay he is 
in the fecret place, believe them not." And 1 pray you 
where can he be more fecret, than in fo fmall a piece 
of bread.? For my lord of London, like a liar, faid to 
me, that after the words be fpoken, there remained! 
neither bread nor wine. Then I afked him what he faid 
to David, where he faith, " Thou (halt not fuffer thy 
.Holy One to fee corruption.'.' How fay you to that- 
Wilt not the facrament of the altar putrify or corru P t '. 
.He anfwered, Yes. 1 afked him, - what it was that did 
corrupt, 
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corrupt, if there were neither bread nor wine. He an- 
fwcred, and faid the accidents. I faid unto him, It was 
a mad accident without fubftance: for you f.iy, there is 
neither bread nor wine, and then there is nothing to cor- 
rupt; with many fuch like arguments. 

Therefore beware of them, for they go about to de- 
ceive you with fuch arguments. Say not buc ye be 
warned, and a great deal the more worthy of your dam- 
nation, if they deceive you, becaufe you have had fo 
much warning. Repent ye betimes of your finful lives, 
and amend, and then no doubt but God will either turn 
their hearts, or elfe take them away, orelfe he will give 
us that which he promifed to his difciples, if we be 
contented to take the fame reward they had. And if 
W e difdain the one, let us not look for the other. For he 
that will be the father's heir, muft be contented to re- 
ceive his father's correction. For St. Paul faith in the 
12th to the Hebrews, " if we be not under correction, 
whereof all are partakers, then are we baftards and not 
fons." 

And you know what belongeth to a baftard j he {hall 
not be his father's heir. And if we remember our- 
felves well, how negligent we have been to our father's 
commandment, we ihall find ourfelvcs worthy to be cor- 
rected at his hand. If we refufe his correction, he w ill 
refufe us to be his fons. I pray you look what he 
promifed to his difciples, and 1 pray you alfo look how 
willingly they received it: and fo muft we do if we will 
be partakers with them. Firft let us fee w hat Chrift 
promifed to his difciples. Look in the tenth chapter of 
St. Matthew, and there {hall you fee thefe words, " Be- 
hold, I fend you forth as fheep among wolves. Be wife 
therefore as ferpents, and innocent as doves. Beware of 
men, for they fhall deliver you up to the councils, and 
{hall fcourge you in their fynagogucs'': ye {hall be 
brought before the head-rulers and kings tor my name's 
fake. But when they put you up, take ye no thought 
how or what you fliall fpeak: for it ihall be given you 
in the fame hour what you ihall fpeak. For it is not 
you that fpeak, but the Spirit of my Father," &c. Read 
the whole chapter, for it is very comfortable to a chrif- 
tian man; and mark it well, and you ihall find what we 
ought, to do in the time of perfecution. Alfo look into 
the fourth chapter of the fecond epiftle of St. Paul to 
the Corinthians, where it is faid, " For we which live 
are always delivered unto death for Jefus' fake, that the 
life alfo of Jefus might appear in our mortal flefh." 
Thus have you heard that St. Paul doth boaft of perfe- 
cution; even fo ihould we, for it is the way to bring us 
to reft. 

Therefore let us ftrive to enter in at the narrow gate, 
and let us remember the faying of St. Paul in the 21 ft 
chapter of the Acts of the Apoftles, when he was going 
to Jerufalem. When he was in the houfe of Philip the 
Evangelift, there came in a prophet, and took off his 
girdle, and bound his hands and his feet, faying, " Thus 
ihall they do with the man that owneth this girdle, when 
he cometh to -Jerufalem." When the difciples heard 
that, they would have perfuaded him that he ihould .not 
go thither. Here you {hall fee what anfwer this paflor 
made them j he was a faithful {hepherd ; " What do ye 
weeping and breaking of my heart? I am not only ready 
to be bound, but alfo to die at Jerufalem,- for the name 
of the Lord Jefus. " 

Yet 1 think there are fome that will fay, that 1 needed 
not to have been taken, if I would have kept me out of 
the way. But I fay unto them, that the ihrinking auay 
of fo many of our fhepherds as are gone, maketh fo 
many of the flock to fcatter; which will be required at 
their hands, by the matter of the iheep. What will he 
fay to them on the day of . account, when they {hull 
come fo receive their wages? He Ihall fay to them. 
Depart from me ye wicked hirelings, for when ye law 
the wolf come, ye fan away, and left my Iheep in the 
wildernefs. If you had been good {hepherds, you would 
rather have loft your lives than have loft one fheep 
committed to your charge, through your fault. And 
I'pray you, what cafe are the Iheep in, when the ihep- 
herd runneth away from them? I need not tell you, you 
know the danger that followeth fo well. 

43- 



Therefore let us pray God to fend us faithful (hep- 
herds, and alfo obedient ftieep, that will not hear a 
ftranger's voice. I would all men would mark well the 
faying of St. Paul in the eighth chapter of his epiftle 
to the Romans, where he thus faith, " Who fliall fepa- 
rate us from the love of God ? Shall tribulation, or 
anguiih, or perfecution, or nakednefs, or peril, or 
fword? As it is written, For thy fake are we killed all 
the day long, and are counted as iheep appointed to 
be (lain: neverthelefs, we overcome ftrongly through his 
help' that loved us. Yea, I am fure, that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor rule, nof power, nor 
things prefent, nor things to come, neither height nor 
depth, nor any othcrcrcature fhali be able to feparate us 
from the love of God," &c. Alfo he faith in another 
place, " All that will live godly in Chrift Jefus muft 
{'utter perfecution," 2 Tim. iii. Thus I prove it to be 
our heavenly Father's rod : therefore let us thankfully 
receive ic like obedient children, and then our Father 
will love us. 

Yet hear what St. Peter faith in his firft epiftle, and 
the fourth chapter, " Dearly beloved, (faith he) be not 
troubled in this heat which is now come among you to 
try you, as though fome (trance thing had happened 
unto you; but rejoice innfmuch as ye arc partakers of 
Chrift's paflions, that when his glory appeareth you may 
be merry and glad. If ye be railed on for the name of 
Chrift, happy arc ye, for the Spirit of glory, and the 
Spirit of God refteth upon you. On their part he is 
evil fpoken of, but on your p.irt he is glorified." Here 
St. Peter faith, it is no ftrangc thing; and that I have 
partly proved before, becaufe we have nothing elfe pro- 
mifed us in this world. 

, Therefore let us call on God for grace. Be ye fure 
that they can do nothing to us, till God permit it. As 
for example, look in the firft book of Samuel, chap. xix. 
you ihall fee how Saul perfecuted David, purpofing to 
kill him: but his labour was in vain. 

Alfo in the 19th chapter of the firft book of King*, 
Jezebel threatened and f ware to flay Elias, but the Lord 
preferved him. Alfo in the fecond chapter of Job/ you 
fee that Satan could no nothing to Job till God fuffered 
him, neither exercife his cruelty any further than God 
had appointed him. The godly woman Sufannah, 
through the falfe accufation of the wicked judges,' was 
even at a point to die, yet God wonderfully delivered 
her. This have I written to put you in remembrance, 
that man can do no more than is the will of God : 
therefore let us not refill his will, but refer all to him: 
and let us be doing that thing that God hath commanded 
us in his holy word. 

Dear brethren, for the blood of Chrift refufe not the 
crofs of Chrift, but remember the faying of the godly 
man David in his 1 19th Pfalm, where he faith, " It is 
good for me that 1 have been in trouble, that I may 
learn thy Itatutes." In the fame place he faith, " Be- 
fore I was in trouble 1 went wrong, but now 1 have kept 
thy word." Even fo it is in trouble with us, for the 
word of God was never fo fwcet and comfortable as ic 
is now that we are in trouble. Alfo Sr. Paul faith in the 
fifth chapter to the Romans, " We rejoice in tribulation : 
for we know that tribulation bringah patience, patience 
bringeth experience, experience bringcth hope, and 
hope maketh not afliamed." 

Alfo I pray remember the faying of St. Paul in the 
firft chapter of the fecond epiftle to Timothy, where he 
faith, " Be not afha'med to tcftify the Lord; neither 
be afliamed of me." Even fo 1 fay unto you, dear 
brethren, be not afliamed of my imprifonment, neither 
forry, but rejoice with me, that it -hath pleafed God of 
his goodnefs to call mc to fuch a dignity, as this (hall be 
unto me, if I may have his grace to lofe my life (which 
1 regard as molt vile) for his name's fake': for then I 
fliall be fure to find itaga^n with advantage. Therefore 
I dclirc you all that you will pray with me unto Al- 
mighty God, that he of his merciful goodnefs will fend 
me his grace and ftrength, that I may continue unto the 
end; as 1 will pray for you, that God will prefcrve you 
from all the wicked ways of Antichrift, and ltrengthen. 
and comfort you, if it be his good pleafure, thatyou fhall 
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fuffer any thing for his name's fake, as he hath faithfully 
promifed to do. 

And I certify you, that if all men knew the comfort 
they fhould receive at the hand of God being in prifon, 
T think there would come more to prifon than there do. 
For furely we find fuch comfort at the hand of God 
fince we have been in prifon, that we had rather die 
than be abroad to fee the idolatry that is committed 
among them that are abroad ; befide the feeking of one 
another's blood, with other wickednefs too much ; God 
lend mc more grace. But I truft, among you there be | 
none fuch : and if there be, repent and amend, left it 
be verified in you, that which is fyoken by the prophet | 
Jeremy, the fecond chapter, where he faith, " My | 
people hath committed too great evils : they have 
forfaken me the fountain of living waters, and digged J 
them pits; pits (l fay) that arc broken, and can hold I 
no water." Alfo in the feventh chapter he faith, i 
" Hear not the words of the prophets that preach their 
own dreams." Good brethren, beware of thofe falfe | 
prophets that I have given you warning of. 

Dearly beloved, here I make an end for this time, j 
dcfirir.g the fame health both of body and foul unto you ' 
all that 1 would have myfelf, and I end with the fame ! 
that St. Peter faith in the fifth chapter of his firft cpiftle: ; 
" Submit yourfelves therefore under the mighty hand j 
of God, that he may exalt you when the time is come. ! 
Caft all your care on him, for he careth for you. Be j 
fober and watch, for your adverfary the devil like a roar- j 
ing lion walkcth about feeking whom he may devour, j 
-whom refill ftedfaft in faith :" remembering that ye do j 
but fulfil the fame afflictions, that are appointed to your j 
brethren that are in the world. The God of all grace j 
that called you unto his eternal glory by Chrift JefuS, 
ftiall himfelf, after you have fuffered a little affliction, 
make you perfect, fl.mll fettle, ftrengtlien, and eftablifh 
you. To him be glory and dominion for ever, and 
While the world cndlireth, Amen. 

Greet one another with an holy kifs of love. Peace 
be with you all which arc in Chrift Jefus. 1 pray you 
all fay, Amen. 

There are in the fame prifon where I am, the bifhop 
of St. David's, Dr. Taylor, of Hadley, Mr. Philpot, 
and my fingular good father Mr. Bradford, with five 
others, laymen of Suffex. 

I defire foitie good brother to write this over again, 
for I wrote it (as I do many times) with fear. For if 
the keepers had feen mc, they would have taken it from 
me, and my pen and ink alio. 

Good brethren, 1 am kept alone, and'yet I thank God 
he comforteth me paft all the comfort of any man : for 
1' thank him, I was ntiver merrier in Chrjft. 
By me; prifoner in the King's-bench, 

WILLIAM TYMS. 



ABOUT this time certain commiffioners, affigncd 
by the queen and council, came to Norfolk, (as 
they did to other counties) to inquire after matters of 
religion : unto which commiffioners there was a Ap- 
plication then exhibited by fome weil difpofed men 
dwelling about thofc parts. Which fuppltcation, lor 
the worthy matter contained in it, 1 thought proper 
here to infert. 

The SUPPLICATION exhibited by certain Inhabi- 
tants of the County of Norfolk, proper to be read 
and obferved by all Men. 

IN moft humble and lowly wife, we befeech your ho- 
nours, right honourable commiffioners, to tender 
and pity the humble fuit of us poor men, and true, 
faithful and obedient fubjects, who as we have ever 
heretofore, fo intend we, with God's grace, to continue 
in chriftian obedience unto the end, and (according to 
the word of God) with all reverent fear of God, to do 
our bounden duty to all thofe fuperior powers, whom 
God hath appointed over us, doing as; St. Paul faith, 
Rom. xiii. *« Let every foul be fubjedl to the fuperior 



powers. For there is no power but of God : but thofe 
powers that are, are ordained of God. Wherefore who- 
foever refifteth the powers, the fame refifteth God, and 
they that refift get themfelves judgment." Thefe 
leffons (right honourable commiffioners) we have 
learned of the holy word of God, in our mother 

Firft, That the authority of a king, queen, lord, 
and Other their otticers under them, is no tyrannical 
ufurpation, but a juft, holy, lawful, and neceifary 
eftate for a man to be governed by, and that the fame is 
of God, the fountain and author of righteoufnefs. 

Secondly, That to obey the fame in all things not 
againft God, is to obey God ; and to refift them is to 
refift God. Therefore, as to obey God in his minifters 
and magiftrates bringeth life ; fo to refift God in them 
bringeth punifhment and death. The fame leffon have 
we learned of St. Peter, i Pet. ii. faying, " Be y c 
fubject to all human ordinances for the Lord's fake, 
whether it be to the king, as fupreme, or unto gover- 
nors, as unto them that are fent by him, for the punifh- 
ment of evil-doers, and for the praife of them that do 
well. For fo is the will of God, that with well-doing 
ye may put to filencc'the ignorance of foolifh men. 
As free, and not ufing your liberty for a cloak of mali- 
cioufnefs, but -as the fervants of God." 

Wherefore confidering with ourfelves, both that the 
magiftrates' power is of'God, and that for the Lord's 
f.ike we are bound by chriftian obedience unto them, 
having now prefently a commandment, as though it 
were from the queen's majefty ; with all humble obe- 
dience due to the regal power and authority ordained of 
God (which we acknowledge to Hand wholly and per- 
fectly in her grace), and with due reverence unto her 
grace's commiffioners, we humbly befeech you with pa- 
tience and pity to receive this ouranfwer unto this com- 
mandment, given unto us. 

Firft, Right honourable commiffioners, we have con- 
fidered ourfelves to be not only Englifhmen, but alfo 
chriltians, and therefore bound by the holy vow made 
to God in our baptifm, to prefer God's honour in all 
things, and that all obedience (not only of us niortal 
men, but even of the very angels and heavenly fpirits) 
is due unto God's word; infomuch that no obedience 
j can be true and perfect, cither before God or man, that 
! fully and wholly agrecth not with God's word. 
! Then have w e weighed the commandment concerning 
the rcltitution of the late aboli filed Latin fervice, given 
; unto us to diffent and difagree from God's word, and to 
. command manifelt impiety, and the overthrow of god- 
| linefs and true religion, and to import a fubverfion of 
I the regal power of this our native country and realm of 
England, with the bringing in of the Rornifh bifhop's 
fuprcmacy, with all errors, fuperftitions, and idolatry, 
wafting of our goods and bodies, deftroyingof our fouls, 
bringing with it nothing but the fevere wrath of God, 
j which we already feel, and fear left the fame fhall be 
more fiercely kindled upon us. Wherefore we humbly 
proteft, that we cannot be perfuaded, that the fame 
; wicked commandment fhould come from the queen's 
majefty, but rather from fome other, abufing the 
: queen's goodnefs and favour, and fludying to work 
! fome mifchief againft the queen, the crown, and the 
i realm, to pleafe with it the Rornifh bifhop, at whole 
hands the fame thinketh hereafter to be advanced. 

As the Agagite Hainan wrought malicioufly againft 
the noble king Ahafuerus, and as the princes of Babel 
. wrought againft the good king Darius ; fo think we the 
• queer's moft gentle heart to be abufed by fome, "ho 
feeking themlelves and their own vain glory, procure 

■ fuch commandments as are againft the glory of God. 
For we cannot have fo evil ah o p nion of her majefty, 
that fhe fhould fubvert- the molt godly and holy religion, 
(fo accordingly to God's word let forth by the molt 
nobie, virtuous, and innocent king, our late moft dear 
king .lidward, her grace's brother) except fhe were 
wonderfully abufed ; who, as hating reformation, ^wil! 

■ rather the deftructton cf all others, than acknowledge 
I their errors, and to he according, to God's word re- 
:' formed. For truly, the religion lately fee forth by king 
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Edward, is fuch in our conferences, as every chYlftian 
man is bound to <;onfefs to be the truth, of God, and 
cvcrv member of Chrift's church here in England muft 
needs embrace the fame in heart, and confefs it with 
mouth, and (if need require) lofe and forfake nop only 
land, and poffeffions, riches, wife, children., and Mends; 
butalfo (if God will fo call them) gladly to fufFer all 
manner of perfecutipn, and to lofe their lives in the de- 
fence of God's word and truth, fee out arhongft iis. For 
dur Saviour Ch'rilt , requireth the fame of u's f faying, 
"Whofoever fhall be afliarried of me and my word be- 
fore this adulterous and finful generation, the, Son of 
man will alfo be afhamed of him, when he m'aH come 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." And 
aeatn he faith, " Whofoever will confefs'rfie before men, 
I will eonfefs him before my Father which is in heaven. 
And whofoever will deny me before rrieri, I will alfo 
denv him before my Father that is in heaven. And 
whofoever (hall fpeak a \vord againft the Son of man, it 
(hall.be forgiven him ; but whofoever fhall rail againft 
the Holy Ghoft, it fhall not Be forgiven him." 

We humbly befeech the queen's maje'fty, arid you her 
honourable commiffioners,. be not offended with us, for 
coii'feffing this truth of God, fo ftraightly given us in 
charge of Chrift; neither bring upon us that great fin 
that never .fhall be forgiven, and fhall caufe our Savi- 
our Jefus Chrift, in the great day of judgment, before 
his heavenly Father and all his angels, to deny us, and 
to take from us the bleffed price and rarifom of his 
blood wherewith we are redeemed. 

For in that day, neither the queen's highnefs, nor 
you, nor any man fhall be able toexcufe us, nor to pur- 
chafe a pardon of Chrift for this horrible fin and blaf- 
phemy of cafting afide and condemning his word. We 
cannot agree norconfent unto this fo horrible a fin ; bur 
we befeech God for his mercy to give us and all men 
grace, moft earneftly to flee from it, and rather (if the 
will of God be fo) to fuffer all extremity aud punifh- 
ment in this world, 1 than to incur fuch damnation before 
God. 

Manaffes, who reftored agaip the wickedhefs of ido- 
latrous religion, (before put down by Lzechias his fa- 
ther) brought the wrath of God upon the people : fo 
that the fcriprure faith, 2 Kings xxiii. " Notwithiland- 
ing the reformation made by Jofias, the Lord turned 
riot from the fiercenefs of his great wrath wherewith he 
Was angry againft Judah, becaufe of the provocation 
with which ManafTes provoked him. And the Lord 
faid. Even Judah will I caft away from my prefence, as 
] caft away Ifrael: and I will caft away this city of Je- 
rufalem, and the houfe whereof I faid. My name fhall 
be there.'' Jeroboam, who at Bethel and Dan erected 
a new-found fervice of God, and not only finned 
himfelf, but alfo made all Ifrael to fin with him, fo 
that not only was he damned for commanding, but the 
wrath' of God came upon all Ifrael for obeying that his 
ungodly commandment : yet was it riot fo heinous an 
offence' to bring in an idolatry never yet heard of, as 
after reformation made by the godly, kings and princes, 
by the virtuous and holy bifhops, by the prophets and 
fervants of God, to reject and caft off the word and 
true religion of God, and to receive again a blafphcmous 
impiety. 

This moft heinous offence is now offered unto us, 
although the fame be painted and coloured with the 
name of reformation, refioring of religion, ancient faith, 
with the name of the catholic church, of unity, catholic 
truth, and with the cloak of feigned holinefs. Thefe 
are fheep fkins, under which (as Chrift faith) ravening 
wofves hide themfelves. But Chrift willeth us to look 
upon their fruits, whereby we may know them ; and 
truly that is no good. fruit to caft afide God's word, and 
to banifh the Englifh fefvice out of the churches, and 
in the place of it , to bring in a Latin tongue unknown 
to the people. Which as it edifieth no'man, fo it hath 
been occafion of all blindnefs and error among the 
people. For before the bleffed reformation begun by 
the moft noble prince of godly memory, the queen's 
good father ; and by our late holy and innocent' king, 
ner good brother, finifhed^ it is not unknown what 



blindribfs arid error vie, were all in, when not one man 
in all this realm, unlearned in the Latin, could fay in 
Englifh the Lord's prayer, or knew any one article of 
his belief, or rehea'rfe any one of the ten corhmarid- 
meri'ts. And that ignorance, the riiother of mifchief, 
was the very root and well-fp'ring of idolatry, Sbdo- 
mitical monkery, and who'rifh chaftity of unmarried 
priefts, of all whoredom, druhkenriefs, covetoufriefs. 
{wearing, and blafpherny, with all other wicked firifiil 
living. Thefe brought in thefevere wrath and vengearit'e 
of God, plaguing thern with famine arid peftilence; and 
at laft the fword confufned and avenged all their impie- 
ty and wicked living. As it is greatly to be feared the 
fame or more grievous plagues fhall now again follow. 

We cannot therefore confent nq'r agree that the word 
of God and prayers in our Englifh tongue, which we 
iinderftand, fhould be taken away from us, and for it a 
Latin fervice, we know not what, (for none of usunder- 
ftahd it) to be again brought amongft us, efpecially 
feeing that Chrift hath faid, '* My fheep hear my voice, 
and follow me, arid I gfve to them everlaftihg life." 
The fervice in fh'e Englifh teachcth us that we are the 
Lord's people, arid the fheep of his pafturc, and com- 
ma hcieth that we harden riot 6"ur hearts, as when they 
provoked the Lord's wrath in the wildernefs, left he 
fwear unto iis, as he did fwear unto them, that they 
fhould not enter into his reft. 

The fervice in Latin is a cohfufed noife; which if it 
be good (as they fay it is), yet unto us that lack urider- 
ftanding, what goodnefs can it bring ? St. Paul com- 
mandeth, that in the churches all things fhould be done 
to edifying, w : hich we are fure is God's commandment. 
But in the Latin' fervice nothing is done to edifying, 
but cohtrarily all to deftroy thofe that are already edifi- 
ed, and to drive us from God's word and truth, and from 
believing of the fame, and fo to bring us to believe lies 
and fables, that tempting and provoking God, we 
fhould be brought into that judgment thar bleffed Paul 
fpcaket'h of, faying, " Antichrift fhall come according 
to the working of Satan, with all manner of power and 
I figns, arid lying wonders, in all deceivablenefs of un- 
j rightcoufriefs in thofe that perifli : becaufe they have 
not received the love of the truth, that they might be 
faved. And therefore God will fend them ftrong de- 
liifion, that they fhould believe lies and be damned, as 
many as have not believed the r'rurh, but have approv- 
ed unrightebufnefs." 

Thus, altogether drawn frorn God, we fhall fall into 
his wrath through unbelief, till he fwear unto us as he 
did unto the unfaithful Jews, that fuch infidels fhall 
not enter into his reft. 

In the adminiftr'ation of the Lord's fupper, which -we 
confefs to be'the holy corrirhuriion, arid partaking with 
Chrift arid his holy congregation, %ve have learned God's 
holy commandments, and at the rehearfal of every one 
of them to afk God rherCy for our mbft grievous tranf- 
grcflidns againft them, and to afk grace of God, to keep 
them in time to come, that the fame may not only out- 
wardly found in our ears, butalfo inwardly by the Holy 
GHoft b: written in our hearts. 

' We have learned alfo the holy prayer made for rhe 
queen's rnaj'efty : wherein w'e learn that her power and 
authority is of God ; therefore we pray to God for her, 
that the, and all magiftratcs under her, may rule ac- 
cording to God's word, and we, her fubjecis, obey ac- 
j cording to the fame. 

!- Truly, moft honourable commiffioners, we cannot 
I think thefe things evil, but think them moft worthy to 
: be retained in our churches, and we fhould not think 
■ ouffclvcs to have true fubjects hearts, if we fhould go 
about to put away fuch godly pra>ers, as put Us' per- 
petually in memory of our bou'n'den obedience arid duty 
. ro God and our rulers. For, as we think, at this'dre- 
fent the unquiet multitude had more need to have iKefc 
things more often and earneftly beaten arid driven into 
: thcin, (cfp'eciallv given in many places to flirarid trou- 
ble) than to take from that bleffed doctrine, whereby 
: only they may, to their' falvation, he kept in quiet, 
i Furthermore, \ve cannot icirfake^ that bleffed partaking 
! of the body and blood of our Saviour Jefus Chrift's infti- 
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tution, ministered with fuch godly prayers, 
and admonitions, teaching us the knowledge of God, the 
exceeding love and charity of our loving Redeemer 
Chrift, breaking his body upon the crofs for our fins, 
' and fhedding his molt precious blood for our redemp- 
tion : which we, in eating of that bleffed bread, and 
drinking of the blefled cup, affurcdly believe that we 
receive, and are perfectly joined with Chrift in his holy 
catholic church into one body, and into one unity and 
brotherly love, whereby every member faithfully em- 
braccth each other. We mufl needs confefs this inftitu- 
tion of Chrift to be moft holy and godly, whereof we have 
the only comfort in confeience against fin and damna- 
tion, with the affurance of falvation, and whereof hath 
enfued reformation of many heinous fins, much law ing, 
strife, and contention being ended; drunkennefs, whore- 
dom, and other vices in fome reformed ; goodnefs and 
virtue incrcafed and nourifhed. 

Jn the Latin mafs we never had any fuch edifying, but 
only we faw a great many ceremonies and ftrange gef- 
tures ; as turning of the prieft, erodings, bkflings, 
breathings, warning of hands, and fpreading abroad of 
his arms, with like ceremonies that we understand not. 
And concerning the Latin tongue, wherein the prieft 
prayeth, we know not whether he bleffech or curfeth us. 
We arc not partakers of the facrament, as Chrift's insti- 
tution appointeth we fliould be. 

In the miniftering of the facrament, the pricfts alter 
the inflitution of Chrift, committing theft and sacrilege, 
robbing us of the cup of Chrift's blood, contrary to 
Chrift's commandment, faying, Drink ye all of this. 

They rob us alfo of God's word, fpcaking all things 
in Latin, which nothing cdificth us either in faith or 
manners. Chrift commandeth not that his flipper fliould 
be administered in an unknown tongue: but forafmuch 
as faith cometh by hearing, and hearing cometh of God's 
word, how can we believe Chrift's wordand promifemade 
unto us in the holy facrament, faying, '* This is my body 
broken for you, and this is my blood of the New Testa- 
ment, which is fhed for you, for the remiflion of fins;" if 
the fame promifes of Chrift either be not at all recited, or 
elfe fo recited in Latin, that the congregation under-, 
ftandeth not, or heareth not what is fpoken ? St. Paul 
faith thus, reciting the faying of Ifaiah, " As truly as I 
live, faith the Lord, all knees fhall bow unto mc, all 
tongues fhall give praife unto God." Alfo he faith, 
" All tongues muft confefs that Jel'us Chrift is the Lord, 
unto the glory of God the father." The Holy Ghort 
came upon the apofllcs in fiery tongues, fo that they 
fpake the tongues of all nations under heaven. St. Paul 
miniftered to the Corinthians, and preached to them in 
their own mother-tongue, and rebuked the bringing in 
of ltrange tongues into the congregations. We cannot 
think that to be right, which fo holy an apoftle rebuked. 
And whatfoever virtue the Latin tongue hath to fuch as 
underftand it, to us Englifhmen not understanding it, 
it is altogether without virtue and edification, and there- 
fore unmeet for our churches. 

The priefts complain that we laymen love them not, 
nor have them in honour, but it is their own fault : for 
how fhould we love them that only feck to keep us in 
blindness and ignorance, to damn our fouls, to destroy 
our bodies, to rob and fpoil our goods and fubftance 
under a colour of pretended holirtefs? We know (right 
honourable commissioners) what'honour is due to fuch 
wolves, and how by the authority of God's word fuch , are 
to be avoided as pcftilences to the Lord's lamb's, whom 
they mifcrably murder daily. 

But we have rather chofen, by this our meek fupplica- 
tion, humbly to defire the queen's majefty, and you her 
honourable commiffioners, to restore God's word again 
unto the churches, and to permit us freely to enjoy the 
fame. For we certainly know, that the whole religion 
lately fet out by the holy faint of God, our late moft 
dear king Edward, is Chrift's true religion written in the 
holy fcripture of God, and by Chrift and his apoftles 
taught unto his church. Wherefore we cannot allow 
with fafe confeiences this refufal of it, and calling of it 
out of our churches; forafmuch as to refufe, cast off, 



556. 

and to reject it, is to caft off Chrift himfelf, and toTefiTfe 
our part in his blefled body broken for our fins, and his 
blood fhed for our redemption. Which thing whofo 
doth, the fame without repentance can look fornofacri- 
fice for his fins, but muft fearfully wait for the judgment" 
and for that vehement fire that fhall destroy Chrift's ad- 
versaries. For if he that defpifeth the law of Mofes, is 
without mercy put to death under two or three w'it- 
neffes, how much more grievous torments fhall he fufFer 
that treadeth under foot the Son of God, and efteemeth 
the blood of the Teftament (whereby he was fanctified) 
as a profane thing, and contumelioufly ufeth the Spirit 
of grace? 

Wherefore wc moft humbly pray and befcech the 
queen's gracious majefty to have mercy and pity upon 
us her poor and faithful fubjects, and not to compel us 
to do the thing that is againft our confeiences, and 
fo incurably wound us in heart, by bringing into the 
church the Latin mafs and fervice that nothing edifieth 
us, and by casting out Chrift's holy communion and 
Englifh fervice, fo caufing us to fin againft our redemp- 
tion. For fuch as wittingly and willingly against their 
confeiences fhall fo do, (as it is to be feared many a one 
doth) they are in a miferable date, until the mercy of 
i™ th*,,.. w hich if he do not, we certainly be- 
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lievc that they fhall eternally be damned: and 
world they deny Chrift's holy word and communion 
before men, fo fhall Chrift deny them before his hea- 
venly Father and his angels. 

And whereas it is very earnestly required, that we 
fhould go in procefflon (as they call it), at which time the 
priefts fay in Latin fuch things as we are ignorant of, 
the fame edifieth nothing at all urito godlinefs, and we 
have learned that to follow Chrift's crofs is another mat- 
ter, namely, to take up our crofs, and to follow Chrift 
in patient differing for his love, tribulations, ficknefs, 
poverty, prifon, or any other adversity, whenfoevcr 
God's holy will and pleafure is to lay the fame upon us. 
The triumphant pafilon and death of Chrift, w hereby 
in his own perfon he conquered dcathy fin, hell, and 
damnation, hath moft lively been preached unto us, and 
the glory of Chrift's crofs declared by our preachets : 
whereby wc have learned the caufes and effects of the 
fame more lively in one fermon, than ia all the procef- 
fions that ever we went in, or ever fliall go in." 

When we wordsipped the Divine Trinity kneeling, 
and in the Litany invocating the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoft, afking mercy for our fins, and dent- 
ing fuch petitions as the need of our frail ftatc and this 
mortal life required, we were edified, both to know 
unto whom all chridian prayers fhould be directed, and 
alfo to know that of God's' hand we receive all things, 
as well to the falvation of our fouls, as to the relief of 
our mortal necelfitics. And we humbly befeech .the 
queen's majefty, that the fame moft holy prayers may 
be continued amongft us; that our ministers praying in 
our mother- tongue, and we understanding their prayers 
and petitions, may anfwer, Amen, unto them. At 
cvcning-fcrvicc we understood our ministers prayers, 
we were taught and admonished by the fcriptures then 
read ; which in the Latin even-fong is all gone. 

At the ministration of holy baptifm, we learned what 
league and covenant God made, with us, and what 
vows and promifes we upon our part had made, name- 
ly, to believe in him, to forfake Satan and his works, 
and to walk in the way of God's holy word and com- 
mandments. 

The christian catechifm continually taught and called 
to remembrance the fame, whereas before no man knew 
any thing at all. And many good men of forty years, 
that had been godfathers to thirty children, knew no 
more of .the godfather's- office, but to vvadi their hands 
ere they departed the church, or elfe to fait five Fridays 
with bread and water. 

O merciful God, have pity upon us. Shall we be 
altogether caft from thy prefence? We may well lament 
our miferable ftate, to receive fuch a commandment, 
to reject and caft out of our churches all thefc moft 
godly prayers, instructions, admonitions, and doctrines. 
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and thus to be compelled to deny God, and Chrift our 
Saviour, his holy word, and all his doclrine of our fal- 
vation, the candle to our feet, and the light to our fteps, 
the bread that comcth down from heaven that giveth 
life, which whofo eateth, it mall be to him a wcll-fpring 
dreaming unto eternal life; whereby we have learned 
all righteoufnefs, all true religion, all true obedience 
towards our governors, all charity one towards another, 
all good works that God would have us to walk in, what 
punifliment abideth the wicked, and what heavenly 
reward God will give to thofc that reverently walk in his 
ways and commandments. 

Wherefore, right honourable commiffioners, we can- 
not without impiety refufe and caft from us the holy word 
of God which we have received, or condemn any thing 
fct forth by our late godly king Edward and his virtuous 
proceedings, fo agreeable to God's word. And our 
molt humble fuit is, that the commandment may be 
revoked, fo that we may not be conftrained thereunto. 
For we proteft before God, we think if the holy word 
ot God had not taken fome root amongft us, we could 
not in times pad have done that poor duty of our's, which 
we did in affifting the queen, our moll dear fovereign, 
againft her grace's mortal foe, that then fought her de- 
ftruition. It was our bounden duty, and we thank God 
for the knowledge of his word and grace, that we then 
did fome part of our bounden fcrvice. 

And we meekly pray and befeech the queen's majefty 
for the dear paffion of jefus Chrift, that the fame word 
may not be taken away out of our churches, nor from 
us her loving, faithful, and true fubjectsj left if the 
like neceflity fhould hereafter chance, (which God for 
his mercy's fake forbid, and ever fave and defend her ' 
grace, and us all) the want of knowledge and due re- ' 
membrance of God's word may be occafion of great ruin I 
to r.n infinite number of her grace's true fubjects. And 
truly we judge this to be one fubtle part of the devil 
(enemy to all godly peace and quietnefs) that by taking 
God's word from among us, and planting ignorance, he 
may make a way to all mifchief and wickednefs; and by 
banifliing the holy gofpel of peace he may bring upon 
Us the heavy wrath of God, with all manner of plagues; 
as death, ftrange ftcknefs, pcftilcnce, murrain, moft ter- 
rible uproars, commotions, and feditions. Thefe things 
did the Lord threaten unto the Jews for refufing his 
word, faying, " Go, and thou flialt fay unto this peo- 
ple, Ye ftiall hear indeed, but ye fhall not undcrftand, 
ye fhall plainly fee, and not perceive. Harden the heart 
of this people, flop their cars, and (hut their eyes, that 
they fee not with their eyes, hear not with their cars, 
underftand not with their hearts, and be converted and i 
healed. And I faid, How long, Lord? And he an- I 
fwered, Until the cities are deltroycd, utterly wafted j 
without inhabitants, and the houfes without men, till 
the land alfo be defolate, and lie unbuilded." And the 
prophet Micah in the feventh chapter, confidering the 
contempt of God's word among the Ifraelites, threat- 
ened them thus, " When the day that thy preachers 
warned thee of coming, thou fhalt b'c wafted away. 
And let no man believe his friend, or put confidence in 
his brother. Keep the door of thy mouth from her 
that licth in thy bofom : for the fon fhall put his father 
to dithonour, and the daughter flwll rife againft her 
mother, the daughter-in-law againft the mother-in-law ; 
and a man's foes fhall be even they of his own houfhold." 
The fame plague Chrift threatened unto the Jews, 
for refufing his peace proffered them in the gofpel, 
and he wept on the city of Jerufalem which^ mur- 
dered the prophets, and ftoncd fuch as were fent 
unto her. 

The fame plagues, we are afraid, will alfo fall upon 
us. For whereas heretofore with the receiving of Chrifl's 
word and peaceable gofpel, we had great benedictions 
of God, cfpecially this chriflian concord and holy peace, 
fo that all were at a full and perfedl ftay in religion, and 
no man offended with another, but as the fons of peace, 
each of us with chriftian charity embraced other: now, 
alas, for pity, the devil (riding upon the red horfe, 
Jnewed unto St. John in the Revelations) is come forth, 
and power is given unto him to take peace from the 
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earth. For now a man can go to no place, but mali- 
cious bufy bodies curioufiy fearch out his deeds, mark 
his words, and if he agree not with them in defpifing 
God's word, then will they fpitefully and hatefully rail 
againft him and it, calling it error and hcrefy, and the 
profeflbrs thereof heietics and fchifmatics, with other 
odious and fpiteful names, as traitors and not the queen's 
friends, nor favourers of the queen's proceedings; as if 
to love God's word were herefy, and as though to talk 
of Chrift were to be fchifmatics as though none could 
.be true to the -queen that were not falle to God; as 
though none were the queen's friends, but fuch as 
defpitefully rail on her grace's father and brother, and 
on God's word that they fct forth; as though none 
favoured the queen's majefty, but fuch as hate all godly 

And in very deed thefe things that all this turmoil is 
made for, are mere inventions of popes, brought into 
the church of their own imaginations without com- 
mandment or example either of Chrift or of his apoftlcs ; 
and there is not one word in the Bible, that being truly 
j alledged, maintained them, nor anydoflor of antiquity 
before St. Auguftine's days, as it hath dcen divers times 
fufficiently proved before all the whole parliament and 
convocation of this realm. Yet thefe being mere tra- 
ditions of bifhops, arc fet out for God's commandments; 
and the queen's authority (given to her of God to main- 
tain his word) muft be abufed to put down God's word. 
And you, right honourable juftices, and keepers of laws 
and righteoufnefs, are alfo abufed and made the bifhops 
apparators, to fct forth fuch Romifli train as is to Chrift 's 
diftionour, and againft the fuprcme authority of the 
| regal ftate of this realm. And we poor fubjedls, for 
] fpeaking of that which is truth, and our bounden alle- 
giance, are daily punifhed, railed upon, and noted for 
I feditious, and not the queen's friends. 

But God (who is bleffed forever) knoweth that they 
ilander us, and pull the thorn out of their own foot, and 
put it in our's: for the fearcher of hearts knoweth, that 
we bear a faithful and true heart unto her grace, and unto 
all her proceedings, that are not againft God and his 
holy word. And we daily pray unto the heavenly Fa- 
ther, to enlighten her grace's royal heart with the glo- 
rious light ot the gofpel, that ihe may eftablifti and 
confirm that religion, which her grace's brother, our 
moft dear king, did fet amongft us ; and fo governing and 
ruling this her realm in the fear and true way of God, 
fhe may long live, and with profperity, peace, and 
honour reign over us. 

But we cannot think that thofe men do feck cither 
God's honour, or her grace's profperity, or wealth of 
the realm, that take from her grace's faithful fubiecls 
God's word, which only is the root of all love and faith- 
ful obedience under her grace, and of all honefty, good 
life, and virtuous concord among her commons. And 
this we fear left the root being taken away, the branches 
v, ill foon wither and be fruitlefs. And when the Philif- 
tmcs have flopped up the wcll-fpring, the fair ftreams 
that fhould flow fhall foon be dried up. All our watch- 
men, our true preachers have taught us, that as long 
as we retained God's word, we fhall have God our 
gracious merciful Father; but if we refufed and caft off 
the Lords yoke of his doctrine, then ftiall v.e look for 
the Lord's wrath and fevere viiitation to plague us, as he 
did the Jews for the like offences. And°Paul faith, 
Rom. ii. " God gave them the fpirit of unquietnefs and 
uproar, eyes wherewith they fhould not fee, and ears 
wherewith they fhould not hear, until this day:" and as 
David faid, Pfalm lxix. " Let their table be made a fnare 
to catch them, and a ftumbling-block to fall at. Let 
their eyes be blinded that they fee nor, and bow thou 
down their backs always." 

O merciful God, all this is now come upon us, and 
daily more and more increafed, and wc tear at laft it will 
fo bow down our backs, that we fhall be utterly de- 
ftroyed; the troublefome fpirit of uproars and unquiet- 
nefs daily iroublcth men's hearts, and workcth fuch un- 
quietnefs in all places, that no man that loveth quiet- 
nefs can tell where to place himfelf. Men have eyes, and 
fee not how grievous an offence it is to caft off the yoke 
6 G \ G f 
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of God's doctrine, and to bear the heavy burden that 
unfaithful hypocrites lay upon us. We have ears, and 
hear not the warning of God's word calling us to true 
repentance, nor his threats againft our impiety. Our 
molt fiveet table of (Thrift's word and molt holy com- 
murtion is taken away, and turned to a mod perilous 
fnare, through the brawling difputations of men. And 
as the idol of abomination betokened final fubverfion 
unto the Jewifh nation, fo we fear this fetting afide of 
the gofpel and holy communion of Chrift, and the placing 
in of a Romifh religion, betokeneth the defolation of this 
noble realm of England to be at hand. 

For the plagues of hunger, peftilence, and fword, can- 
not long tarry; but except we repent, and turn again 
to the Lord, our backs lhall be fo bowed, that the like 
horrible plagues were never fecn. And no marvel: 
for the like offence was never committed, as to reject 
and call off Chrift and his word, and in plain Englifh 
to fay, We will not have him to reign over us. O Lord) 
how terrible is that which followeth in the gofpel? 
" Thofe mine enemies that would not have me to reign 
over them, bring them hither, and flay them before 
me," Luke xix. God be merciful to us, and move the 
heart of the queen's majefty, and the hearts of her ho- 
nourable council, and your hearts (right worfhipfu! 
commiflioners), to weigh thefe dangers in due time; and 
to call God's word into your council, and then you 
fliall fee how it agreeth with this unreafonablc command- 
ment; and to be as wary to avoid the contempt, of the 
eternal God, and dangers of the fame, as you are pru- 
dent and wife in matters of this world, left, if the Al- 
mighty be contemned, he ftretch forth his arm, which 
no man can turn, and kindle his wrath, which no man 
can quench. 

We have humbly opened to you our confeiences, 
doubtlefs fore wounded and grieved by this command- 
ment; and we meekly pray and befeech the queen's 
majefty, for the precious death and blood-lhedding of 
Jefus Chrift our Saviour, to have mercy and pity upon 
us her grace's poor commons, faithful and true fubjecls, 
members of the fame body politic, whereof her grace is 
fuprcme head. All our bodies, lands, goods, and lives, 
are ready to do her grace faithful obedience, and true 
fervice of all commandments that are not againft God 
and his word : but in things that import a denial of 
Chrift, and rcfufal of his word and holy communion, 
we cannot confent nor agree unto it. For we have 
bound ourfelves in baptifm to be Chrift's difciples, and 
to keep his holy word and ordinances. And if we deny 
him before men, he will deny us before his heavenly 
Fatherand his holy angels in the day of judgment : which 
we truft her benign grace will not require of us. 

And we humbly befeech her majefty, that we be not 
enforced unto it; but as we ferve her grace with body 
and goods, and due obedience, according to God's 
commandment; fo we may be permitted freely to ferve 
God and Chrift our Saviour, and keep unto him our 
fouls, which he hath with his precious blood redeemed, 
that fo (as Chrift teacheth) we may render to Cxfar 
that which is due to Caefar, and to God that which is 
due to God. 

For we think it no true obedience unto the queen's 
majefty, or to any other magiftrate ordained of God 
under her to obey in things contrary to God's word, 
although the fame be ever fo ftraitly charged in her 
grace's name. The biftiop of Winchcfter hath truly 
Caught in this point, in his book of true obedience, that 
true obedience is in the Lord, and not againft the Lord: 
as the apoftles anfuered before the council at Jcrufalem, 
commanding them no more to preach in the name of 
the Lord Jefus: " Judge you (faid they) whether it be 
right in the fight of God, to hear you rather than God." 
And again they faid, '* We muft obey God rather than 
man." Wherefore we learn, that true obedience is to 
obey God, King of all kings, and Lord of all lords, 
and for him, in him, and not againft him and his word, 
to obey princes and magiftrates of this world, who are 
not truly obeyed when God is difobeyed, nor yet difo- 
beyed when God is faithfully obeyed. 



Tobias difobeyed not his king, although contrary to 
his commandment, and contrary to the ufaee of n 
others, when they went to Dan and Bethel he ' 
unto Jerusalem, and worfhipped in the temple ofZ 
Lord The three young men in Babylon, refufin E N e 
buchadnezzar's commandment, pleafed God more 
the whole multitude that obeyed. And Daniel Vv, 
prayed to the God of heaven, contrary to king Darius' 
commandment, bare a more true and faithful heart m 
the king than thofe wicked counfellors that procured 
that wicked law, or thofe that for fear or flattery obeyed 
it Which two pelHlenccs (fear and flattery) h aVc ever 
deftroyed true obedience to God and man- X„ 
wicked men (that care not if the devil were worft,i DDe H 
fo they might get and obtain riches, promotions di</ 
nity, and worldly glory) turn to and fro as every' wind 
bloweth; and weak and frail men, fearing l 0 f s of 
goods, punifhment, or death, do outwardly in body 
that thing which their hearts and confeiences inward 
ly abhor, and fo outwardly difobey God, and in heart 
diflemble with man, which diffimulation wc think wor 
thy the hate of all men, and moll uncomely with chrif 
tian men. 

Wherefore we humbly befeech the queen's majefty 
with pity and mercy to tender the lamentable fuit of us 
her poor fubjedts, which be by this commandment fore 
hurt, and wounded in our confeiences, and driven to 
many miferics, and by the malicious attempts of wicked 
men fuffer great wrongs and injuries, flanders, lofs of 
goods, and bodily vexations. We think not good by 
any unlawful ftir or commotion to feek remedy; but 
intend, by God's grace, to obey her majefty in all things 
not againft God and his holy word. But unto fuch un- 
godly commandments as are againft God, we anfwer 
with the apoftles, " God muft be obeyed rather than 
man." If perfecution (hall enfuc, which fome threaten 
us with, we defire the heavenly Father, according to 
his promife, to look from heaven, to hear our cry to 
judge between us and our adverfarics, and to give us 
faith, ftrength, and patience to continue faithful unto 
the end, and to Ihorten thefe evil days for his chofen's 
fake; and fo we faithfully believe he will. 

Notvvithftanding, we truft the queen's gracious and 
merciful heart will not fuffer fuch tyranny to be done 
againft her poor, innocent, faithful, and obedient fub- 
jccTs, that daily pray unto God for her; which have no 
remedy in this world but to fue unto her highnefs, our 
moft gracious and benign fovercign ; whom we pray and 
beleech, for the dear blood of Chrift, to pity our lament- 
able cafe and hurt of confeience, and to catl back all 
fuch commandments as are againft God's honour, as 
the good king Darius, Ahafuerus, Trajan, Theodofius, 
and divers others have done, and permit the holy word 
of God and true religion (fet forth by our moft holy and 
innocent king -Edward) to be reftored again unto our 
churches, to be frequented amongft us. So lhall we 
grow and increafe in the knowledge of God and of 
Chrift, in true repentance and amendment of life: fo 
fhall we exhibit true obedience to our lawful magiftrates, 
and all fuperiors ordained of God : fo fliall love and 
charity (of late through this commandment fo decayed) 
be again reftored, the honour of her regal cftate the 
more confirmed and eftablifhcd, and godlinefs and a 
virtuous life among her loving fubjecls increafed and 
maintained. 

And we moft heartily pray you (right honourable 
commiffioncrs) to be means unto the queen's highnefs, 
and to her honourable council, that this our humble 
fuit may be favourably tendered, and gracioufly heard 
and granted. And we fhall not ceafe day and night to 
pray unto the heavenly Father, long to prefcrve her 
grace, and all other magiftrates, in his fear and love, 
and in profperous peace and wealth, with long life and 
honour, Amen. 

Your poor fuppliants, the lovers of 
Chrift's true religion in Norfolk 
and Suffolk. 
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<tbe History of John Harpole 0/ Rocheftcr, and 
Joan Beach, Widow, of Tunbridge, Martyrs. ! 

TOUCHING the examination of Joan Beach, wi- 
dow, and of John Harpole, within the dioccfe of I 
Rochcfter, by Maurice, bifliop of the faid dioccfe, men- j 
tion was made before in the hiftory of Nicholas Hall, ! 
wherein were declared the four articles confiflorial of j 
the bifliop, objected and laid, as unto the faid Nicho- ! 
las Hall and his company, fo alfo to this Joan Beach, j 
widow: whereof the firlT was this; 

1. That ftie was of the parifli of Tunbridge, in the _ 
diocefe of Rocheftcr. 

2. Item, That all perfons who preach, teach, believe, j 
or fay otherwife or contrary to that their mother holy ; 
catholic church of Chrift doth, are excommunicate 
ucrfons and heretics. 

3. Item, That the faid Joan Beach hath, and yet doth 
affirm, maintain, and believe contrary to the faid mother 
church of Chrift, namely, that in the blefTed facramcnt 
of the altar, under the form of bread and wine, there 
is not the very body and blood of our Saviour in fub- 
flancc, but only a token and memorial thereof; that the 
very body and blood of Chrift is in heaven, and not in ■ 
the facrament. 1 

4. Item, That flic hath been, and yet is amongft the ! 
parifliioners of Tunbridge, openly noted, and vehc- j 
mently fufpectcd to be a facramentary and heretic. j 

To which aforcfaid articles her anfwers were as fol- j 

1. That ftie was and is of the faid parifli of Tunbridge, 
in the diocefe of Rocheftcr. 

2. That all perfons which do preach and hold other- 
wife and contrary to that which the holy catholic church 
of Chrift doth, are to be reputed for excommunicate and 
heretics; adding withal, that ncvcrthclcfs flic bclievcth 
not the holy catholic church to be her mother, but bc- 
lievcth only the Father of heaven to be her Father. 

3. That flic hath, and yet doth verily believe, hold, 
and affirm, in the facrament of the altar, under the forms 
of bread and wine, not to be the very body and blood 
of our Saviour in fubftancc, but only a token and re- 
membrance of his death to the faithful receiver, and 
this his body and fubftancc is only in heaven, and not 
in the facramcnt. 

Laftly, As touching how fhe hath been or is noted ! 

and reputed among the parifliioners of Tunbridgo, flic ! 

faid (he could not tell ; however flic believed Ihe was not ! 
fo taken and reputed. 

The like matter, and the like four articles were alfo 

the fame prefent time and place miniftcred to John j 

Harpole, by' the aforcfaid birtiop Maurice ; who, after j 

the like anfwers received of him, as of the other before, i 

adjudged and condemned them both together to death, '■! 

by one form of fentence, according to the tenor and |j 

courfe of their feveral fentences, which may be read be- ', ' 

fore in the hiftory of Mr. Rogers. • ij 



An Account of John Hui.lier, Miniftcr and Martyr. !| 

JOHN HULLIER, miniftcr, was ft rft brought up ij 

in Earon-fchool, from whence he went 10 King's ,' 

College, in Cambridge. He fuffercd under Dr. Thirl- !: 

by, bifliop of Ely, and his chancellor, for the fincere j; 

preaching of the gofpcl. In whole behalf it is much to i: 

be lamented, that among fo many frefh wits and ftirring j.' 

pens in that univerfity,"fo little matter is left unto us '' 

concerning the procefs of his judgment, and order of |j 

his fuffcring, who fo innocently gave his life in fuch a Jj 
caufe amongft the miclft of them. By certain letters 

which he himfclf left behind, it appeared that he was : 

zealous and earncft in that doclrine of truth, which jj 

every true chriftian man ought to embrace. His mar- j 

tyrdom was on the fecond day of April,, in the year j 
'556. 



LETTER I. 

From John Hullii f; to the Chriftian Congregation, 
exhorting ihem faithfully to abide in the Doclrine of 
the Lord. 

IT ftandech now moft in hand (O dear chriftians) all 
them that look to be accounted of Chrift's flock at 
the great and terrible day, when a reparation fliall be 
made of the fort that fliall be received, from the other 
which fliall be refufed, faithfully in his time of great 
afflictions to hear our matter Chrift's voice, the only 
true flicpherd of our fouls, who faith, ** VVhofoever 
fliall endure to the end, fliall be fafe." For even now is 
that great trouble in hand fas here in England we may 
well fay) that our Saviour Chrift fpakc of long before, 
which fliould follow the true and fincerc preaching of 
his gofpel. Therefore in this time we muft needs cither 
fliew that we are his faithful foldiers, and continue irr 
his battle unto the end, putting on the armour of God, 
the buckler of faith, the breaft-plarc of love, the helmet 
of hope and falvation, and the fword of his holy word 
(which we have heard plentifully), with all inftance of 
fupplication and prayer; or elfe if we do not work and 
labour with thefe, we are apoftatcs and falfc foldiers, 
fhrinking moft unthankfully from our gracious and 
fovcreign lord and captain Chrift, and leaning to Belial. 
For as he faith plainly, Luke xiv. " VVhofoever bear- 
eth not my crofs and followeth me, he cannot be my 
difciple." And Matth. vi. "No man -can fcrvc two 
maftcrs : for either he muft hate the one, and love the 
other, or elfe he fliall lean to the one, and defpife the 
other." Which thing the faithful prophet Elias figni- 
ficd, when he came to the people, and faid, " Why 
halt ye between two opinions ? If the Lord be God, 
follow him, or if Baal be he, then follow him," 1 Kings 

Now let us not think, but that the fame was recorded 
in writing for our inftrutflion, whom the ends of the 
world are come upon, as the apoftlc St. Paul faith, 
Rom. xv. ** Whatfover things are written aforchand, 
that arc written for our learning." If Chrift be thac 
only good and true flicpherd that gave his life for us, 
then let us that bear his mark, and have our confcicnces 
fprinkled with his blood, follow altogether, for our 
falvation, his heavenly voice and calling, according to 
our profeffion and firll promife. But if wc ftial! not fo 
do, certainly, (fay what wc can) although we bear the 
name of Chrift, yet we be none of his ftiecp indeed. 
For he faith very manifeftly, John x. " My fheep hear 
my voice, and follow me: a ftranger they will not fol- 
low, but will flee from him, for they know not the 
voice of a ftranger. 

Therefore let every man take heed in thefe perilous 
days, (whereof wc have had fo much warning aforehand) 
thac he be not beguiled by the godly outward fliew and 
appearance, as Eve was of our old fubtle enemy, whofe 
craft and wilinefs is fo manifold and divers, and fo full 
of clofe windings, that if he cannot bring him dircclly 
and the plain ftrait way to confent to his fuggeftions, 
then he will allure him and wind him in by fome other 
falfc ways, (asit were by a train) that he fliall not perceive 
it, 10 deceive withal, and to fteal from him that goodly 
viclory of the incorruptible and eternal crown of glory, 
which no man elfe can have, but he that fightcth law- 
fully : as at this prefent day, if he cannot "induce him 
thoroughly, as others do, to favour his devilifh religion, 
and of good will and free heart to help to uphold the 
lame, yet he will inveigle him to refort to his wicked 
and whorifh fchool-houfe, and at the leaf! wife to be con- 
verfant and keep company with his congregation there, 
and to hold his peace and fay nothing, whatfoevcr he 
think, fo that he be not a diligent foldicr and a good 
labourer on Chrift's fide, to further his kingdom : by 
that fubtle means flattering him that he fhall both fav'c 
his life, and alfo his good, and live in quiet. But if wc 
look well on Chrift's holy will and teftamcnt, we fliall 
perceive that he came not to make any fuch peace upon 
earth, nor yet that he gave any fuch peace to his difci- 
ples; " I leave peace with you (faith he), my peace i 
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give you, not as the world giveth, give 1 unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, nor fearful. Thefe 
things have I fpoken unto you, that in me you fhould 
have peace. In the world yc (hall have affliction, but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. The 
fervant is not greater than his lord and matter: if they 
have perfecuted me, they (hall alfo perfecute you. If 
any man come to me, and hateth not his own father and 
mother, wife, children, lifters, yea, and moreover his 
own life, it is not poflible for him to be my difciple. 
Bleffed be ye that now weep, for ye (hall laugh : and 
woe be unto you that now laugh, for ye fhall mourn and 
weep. He that will find his life, fhall lofe it." 

Therefore the God of that true peace and comfort, 
preferve and keep us, that we never obey fuch a falfe 
nattering, which at length will pay us home once for all, 
bringing for temporal peace and quietnefs, everlafting 
trouble, vexation, and difquietnefs ; for thefe vain and 
tranfitory goods, extreme lofs and utter damage of the 
eternal trcafurc and inheritance ; for this mortal life, 
deprivation of the mod joyful life immortal ; finally, the 
entrance into endlefs death mod miferable, unmcafura- 
ble pain and torment both of body and foul. 

Now conferring the fctwo fchoolmafters together, let 
us confider the thing well, and determine with ourfelvcs 
■which way we ought to take, and not to take the com- 
mon broad way that feemeth here moft pleafant, and 
that the moft part of the people take. Surely I judge 
it to be better to go tofchool with our matter Chrift.and 
to be underhis ferula and rod, (although it feemeth fbarp 
and grievous for a time) that at length we may be inhe- 
ritors with him of everlafting joy, than to keep 
company with the devil's fcholars, the adulterous gene- 
ration, in his fchool that is all full of pleafure for a v. liiie, 
and at theend to be paid with the wages of continual burn- 
ing in the moft horrible lake which burneth evermore 
with fire and brimftone without end. What fhall 
then thefe vain goods and temporal pleafures avail ? Who 
fhall then help, when we cry inceffantly, Woe, woe, alas, 
and weal away, for unmeafurable pain, grief, and for- 
row ? O let us therefore take heed betime, and rather 
be content to take pains in this world for a time, that 
we may pleafe God. Our Saviour Chrift the true 
teacher faith, " Every branch that bringeth not forth 
fruit in me, my Father will take away, John xv." 

It is alfo not written in vain, Ecclus. xli. " The 
children of the ungodly are abominable children, and 
fo are they that keep company with the ungodly." 
What doth he elfc, I pray you, that reforteth to the ad- 
miniftration and fcrvice that is moft repugnant and con- 
trary to Chrift's Holy Teftament, there keeping ttill 
lilence, and nothing reproving the fame, but in the 
face of the world, by his very deed itfelf, declare him- 
felfto be of a falfe, fearful, diflembling, feigned, and 
unfaithful heart, and to have laid away from him the 
armour of light, difcouraging as much as lieth in him 
all the refidue of Chrift's hoft, and giving a manifeft 
offence to the weak, and alfo confirming, encouraging, 
and rejoicing the hearts of the adverfaries in all their 
evil doings. By which example he doth fhew himfelf 
neither to love God, whom he fceth to be difhonoured 
and blafphemed by an Antichrifti?" minifter, nor yet 
his neighbonr before whom he fhould rebuke the evil, 
as it is"exprefsly commanded in God's holy law, where 
it is faid, " Thou fhalt in any wife rebuke thy neighbour, 
that thou bear not fin for his fake," Lev. xviii. 
Wherefore let fuch a one never fancy to deceive himfelf, 
that his name is regiftered in the book of life, to have the 
ftipend of Chrift's foldier, except he do the duty, and 
perform the part of a faithful and right true foldier, as 
others have done before. For fuch fearfulnefs cometh 
not from God, as teftifieth St. Paul, 2 Tim. i. faying, 
" God hath not given us the fpirit of fear, but of power 
and love. Be not afhamed, faith he, to teftify our 
Lord, but fuffer adverfity alfo with the gofpel, through 
the power of God, which faved us, and called us with 
an holy calling. 

To be now fearful, when moft need is that we fhould 



be of ftrong hearts, is utterly the rejecting of the fear 0 f 
God, and plain unfaithfulnefs and difobedience to the 
exprefs commandment of our Saviour Chrift, w ho 
faith in his holy gofpel, Matth. x. " Fear not them 
that kill the body," &c. For what faithfulnefs do w e 
exprefs towards him, when he faith thus to us, and yet 
we declare in our doings the very contrary, being ev er 
fearful, even as the unbelieving Ifraelites, who unfaith. 
fully feared God's enemies the Canaanites, whereas he 
had oftentimes given them commandment by his true 
prophet Mofes, to do the contrary ? For which caufe all 
the whole number of that feci were deftroyed in procefs 
of time in the wildernefs, and enjoyed not the pleafant 
land of promife. That was a bodily figure fliewed 
before, and now agreeing to the promife of the heaven- 
ly inheritance, which fhall be given to none other, but 
only to fuch as with love unfeigned be wholly bent 
without any fear of man, to fulfill God's holy will and 
pleafure. But all they that pertain to the lively faith, 
to the winning of the foul, will faithfully ftick to the 
commandment, trufting moft firmly and faithfully that 
he that. gave the fame, will alfogive ftrength plentifully 
to perform it, even in the weakeft vefiels of all, as 
we have heard and feen by divers examples ; he only 
therefore be praifed. 

St. Peter faith, 1 Pet. iii- " Fear not though they 
feem terrible unto you, neither be troubled, but fanclify 
the Lord God in your hearts." '* Only (faith St. Paul, 
Phil, i.) let your converfation be as it becometh the gof- 
pel of Chrift. Continue in one fpirit, and in one foul, 
labouring as we do, to maintain the faith of the gofpel, 
and in nothing fearing your adverfaries, which is to 
them a token of damnation, and to you of falvation, 
and that of God: for unto you it is given that not only 
ye fhould believe in Chrift, but alfo fuffer for his fake." 
Wherefore let us be right well affured, that we fhall yield 
a moft ftridl account," if we tranfgrefs the faid mod: 
wholefome precepts given us of our matter Chrift, and 
of his apoilles, and now in this troublefome time 
wherein the gofpel is perfecuted, fhew ourfclves fearful 
foldiers; as it is manifeftly declared in the Revelation 
of St. John, chap. xxi. where it is written, " That the 
fearful fhall have their part with the unbelieving and 
abominable, in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimftone, which is the fecond death." Again, it is 
written in the fame book for our warning, chap. iii. 
" Becaufe thou art betwixt both, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will fpew thee out of my mouth." 

Now therefore (good Chriftians) thefe true teftimo- 
nies of God's lively word deeply confidered and weighed, 
let us chiefly ftand in awe of his moft terrible judgments, 
and be not as they that prcfumptuoufly tempt him. Let 
him always be our fear and dread. He now chafteneth, 
he now nurtureth us for our profit, delighteth in us even 
as a loving father in hisbelovedchild, to make us perfect, 
and to have us to be partakers of his holinefs. He now 
judgeth us (not utterly taking away his everlafting love 
and mercy from us, as he doth from the malignant and 
wicked) that we fhould not be condemned with the 
wicked, world : but if we now refufe his moft loving 
chaftifing, and follow the world, we muft needs have 
our portion with the world. Wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way that.leadeth to deftru<5tion, and many 
there be which go in thereat : but ftrait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it. O how much better is it to.go 
this narrow way with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleafures of fin for a time ! 

In confideration whereof, let us without any more 
flacking and furthering delays in this great warning by 
God's loving vifitation, fubmit ourfelves betime under 
his mighty hand, that he may exalt us when the time 
is come. And thus I wholly commit you to him, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to buijd farther, 
befeeching you moft heartily to pray for me, that I may 
be ftrong through the power of his might, and ftand 
perfect, in all things, being always prepared and ready, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord unto eternal reft ; 

and 
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4n d I will pray for you as I am moft bound. So I truft 
he will gracioufly hear us for his promife fake made unto 
all the faithful of his dearly beloved Son Chrift our alone 
Saviour, whofe grace be with your fpirir, moft dear 
chriftians, for ever. So be it. 

By your chriftian brother John Huliier, 
a prifoner of the Lord. 

The fecond letter, written after his condemnation, 
addrcfied in the fame terms, more immediately tends 
tocharge the pope and the church of Rome with being 
the bead of the Revelation, and the anrichrifl of the 
fcriptures. It warns them againft apoftaey from the 
faith, and to fubmit to perfecution, but not wilfully to 
invite it ; and fets before them briefly, the narrow way 
which leadeth unto life, and the broad way that leadeth 
to deftrudUon, and calls upon them to chufe which 
they will prefer. Expecting, as he then did, within a 
1 few days, to feal his faith with his blood ; he bids 
them an affectionate farewel, and finally concludes with 
exhorting them to watch and pray. 
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the Martyrdom affix confiant Profeffors of Chrift, burned 
at Colchefter, for the Teftimony of the Gofpel, the 
i%th Day of April. 

OT long after the death of Robert Drakes, Wil- 
liam Tyms, and the other Effex martyrs, who 
fuffered in Smithfield, as is before fpecified, followed 
in the fame order likewife of martyrdom, at one fire in 
the town of Colchefter, (where moft of thern inhabited) 
fix other martyrs, whofe names be thefe: 

Chriftopher Lyfter, of Dagneham, hufbandman ; 
John Mace, of Colchefter, apothecary ; John Spencer, 
of Colchefter, weaver; Simon Joyne, fawyer ; Richard 
Nichols, of Colchefter, weaver; John Hammond, of 
Colchefter, tanner. 

With thefe fix was alfo joined another, whofe name 
was Roger Grafbrokc, but he afterward fubmitted him- 
felf. Of thefe above named, the bifhop, becaufe (as 
itfeemed by the fhort procefs recorded by his regifter) 
he waxed now weary, made a very quick difpatch. 
For foon after that they were delivered unto one John 
Kingftone, bachelor of the civil law, and then com- 
miflary to the bifhop, by the earl of Oxford, and other 
commiffioners, (as appeareth by a bill indented, made 
between the commiffioners and the faid commiffary, 
for the receipt of the faid prifoners, dated March the 
28th, in the fecond and third years of the reign of king 
Philip and queen Mary, which was in the year of our 
Lord 1556) and by him fent unto his lord and mafter, 
the bifhop caufed them to be brought unto his houfe at 
Fnlham; where, in the open church, judicially were 
miniftered unto them the fame articles that were pro- 
pounded unto Bartlet Green and others, mentioned 
before. To which they made their feveral anfwers, 
agreeing altogether in one truth. 

As thefe anfwers were fo extremely fimilar to thofe 
which were given by thofe faithful martyrs, it fecms 
unneceffary to repeat them in this place ; for as they 
contain no new doctrine, but generally concur in op- 
pofition to the doctrines of the facrament of the altar, 
with tranfubftantiation and the popifli doitrines of the 
mafs, &cc. we cannot but refer our readers to the ac- 
count of thofe martyrs, to refrefh their memories on 
thefe fubjects. 

Thefe anfwers thus made, the bifhop difmiffed 
them for that prefent until the afternoon. At which 
time, having firft their -articles and anfwers read uuto 
them again, and they ftanding moft firmly unto their 
chriftian profeffion, they were by divers ways and means 
effayed and tried it they would revoke the fame their 
profefTcd faith, and return to the unity of Antichrift's 
church. 

Which when they refufed, the bifhop ftoutly pro- 
nounced fentence of condemnation againft them, com- 



mitting them unto the fecular power. Who, upon the 
receipt of the king and queen's writ, fent them unto 
Colchefter, where the 2Sth day of April, moft chear- 
fully they ended their lives, to the glory of God's holy 
name, and the great encouragement of others. 



A11 account of the Martyrdom of Hugh Laverock, an 
old Man, and John Apprice, a blind Man, burned 
at Stratford the Bow. 

IN the difcourfe of this part of hiftory, I know not 
whether more to marvel at the great arid un- 
fearchable mercies of God, or elfe to note the unrea- 
fonable, or rather unnatural doings of thefe unmerciful 
catholics, I mean bifhop Bonner arid his accomplices. 

Hugh Laverock, of the parifh of Barking, painter, 
was of the age of fixty-eight, and a cripple, and John 
Apprice, a blind man. 

Thefe, two poor and fimple creatures being alike ac- 
cufed by fome promoting neighbour' of their's, unto 
the bifhop and other of the king and queen's commif- 
fioners, were fent for by their officer; and being brought 
and delivered into the hands of the faid bifhop, were 
the firft day of May examined before him in his palace 
at London ; where he firft propounded and objected 
againft them thofe nine articles, whereof mention is 
made before, miniftered as well unto Bartlet Green, as 
alfo unto many others. To which they anfwered in 
effect as Chriftopher Lyfter, John Mace, and others 
before mentioned had done. 

Whereupon they were again fent to prifon, and be- 
fide other times, the ninth day of the fame month, in 
the confiftory of St. Paul's were again openly produced, 
and there intreated to recant their opinions againft the 
facrament of the altar. 

Whereunto Hugh Laverock firft faid, I will ftand 
to mine anfwers, and to that I have confeffed ; and I 
cannot find in the fcriptures, that the priefts fhould lift 
up over their head a cake of bread. 

The bifbop then turned unto John Apprice, and 
afked what he would fay. 

To whom he anfwered, Your doctrine that you fet 
forth and teach, is fo agreeable with the world, and 
embraced of the fame, that it cannot be agreeable with 
the fcripture of God. Aud you are not of the catholic 
church ; for you make laws to kill men, and make the 
queen your hangman. 

At which words the bifhop belike fomewhat tickled, 
and therefore very loth to delay their condemnation any 
longer, (fuch was now his hot burning charity) com- 
manded that they fhould be brought after him unto 
Fulham, whither he went before dinner, and there in 
the afternoon, after his folemn manner, in the open 
church, he pronounced the definitive fentence of con- 
demnation againft them, and fo delivering them into 
the hands of the temporal officer, thought to difpatch 
his hands of them, but could not fo difpatch his con- 
ference before the judgment of God, from the guiltinefs 
of innocent blood. 

The poor men being now in the temporal officer's 
hands, might not be fuffered long to remain there, and 
therefore the fifteenth day of May, very early in the 
morning, they were carried in a cart from Newgate to 
Srratford the Bow, and moft quietly in the fire prailing 
God, yielded up their fouls into his hands through a 
lively faith in Jefus Chrift, whom unto the end they did 
moft conftantly confefs. 

At their death, Hugh Laverock, after he was chain- 
ed, caft away his crutch, and comforting John Apprice 
his fellow-martyr, faid unto him, B^ of good comforr, 
my brother, for my lord of London is our good phy- 
fician. He will heal us both fhortly, thee of thy blind- 
nefs, and me of my lamenefs. And fo patiently they 
fuffered together, 
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An Account of the Martyrdom of Catherine Hut, 
Elizabeth Thackvel, and Joan Horns, in 
Smithfieid. 

THE next day after the martydom of this lame and 
hlind man above fpecified, were brought to the 
fire three women, with whom aifo was adjoined another, 
who being in the fame conftancy with them, was like- 
wife partaker of the faid condemnation. Thefc were, 

Catherine Hut, of Booking, widow. Joan Horns, 
of Biliericay, maid. Elizabeth Thackvcl, of Grear 
Burfted, maid. Margaret Ellis, of Biliericay, maid. 

How thefe with divers others were pcrfecuted and 
font up, efpecially by fir John Mordaunt, and Edmund 
Tvrel, cfquire, juftices of peace, the following letter 
will declare. 

A LETTER 

From Sir John Mordaunt, Knight, and Edmund 
Tyrex, Efq. Juftices of Peace for the County of 
ElTex, to Bonner, Bifhop of London. 

OUR humble commendations to your lordfhip: 

thefe fhall be to advertife you, that we have fent 11 

unto yourgood lordfhip, Joan Potter, the wife of Hugh jj 

Potter, James Harris, fcrvant of William Harris, of ij 

Bromhill, and Margaret Ellis, for that they arc not ': 

conformable to the orders of the church, nor to the real . 

prefencc of Chrift's body and blood in the facrament of !| 

the altar, to ufe your lordfhip's pleafure with them, as \\ 

you think good ; not doubting, with the punilhment of !j 
thefe and others before fent to your lordfhip, but that 

the parifli of Great Burfted and Biliericay (hall be !| 

brought to good conformity. Thus, committing your ;| 

good lordfhip to the tuition of the Almighty God, wc y 

take our leave. From Great Burfted, this fecond day ; | 



this her Arabic and conftant afll-rtion, when the billion 
Was too weak to remove her, and too ignorant to con- 
vince her, he knocked her down with the butcherly ax 
of his fentence. And fo the holy virgin and martyr 
was committed to the fhambles of the fecular fword 
and offered up with her other fcllous a burnt facrifice 
to the Lord, in the favour of a fwect and pleafant 

As touching Margaret Ellis, fhe likewife perfeveriiw 
in her aforefaid confefllon, and refilling the falfe catho- 
lic errors of the papifts, was by the faid Bonner judged 
and condemned ; but before the time of her burning 
came, prevented by death in Newgate. 

No lefs ftrength in the grace of the Lord appeared in 
the other maid Elizabeth Thackvel, whofe heart and 
mind the Lord had fo confirmed in his truth, and fo 
armed with patience, that as her adverfaries could by 
no iufficient knowledge of fcripture difprove her af- 
firmation, fo by no forcible attempts could they re- 
move her confeffion. 

Thefe three innocent and godly women, thus falfely 
and wrongfully by men condemned for the juft quar- 
rel and caufe of God's gofpel, were brought to Smith- 
field, and there cruelly bound to the (lake, gave their 
bodies to the tormentors on the i6thday~of May, 1556. 



Your lordfhip's to c 



dTyr 



After the receipt of thefe letters, bifliop Bonner 1 
entering into the examination of thefc four women j 
above named, laid and objeclcd the like articles to them, j 
as after his ufual form he was ufed to adminifter, and j 
are before exprcfied: whercunto the faid women like-. ; 
wife agreeing in the fame unity of the fpirit and doc- 
trine, accorded in their anfwers, much agreeing unto j 
the other before them. 

After thefe their anfwers received, they were pro- : 
duced again about the thirteenth of April to further j 
examination, and fo at length to their final judgment ; 
where Catherine Hut, widow, (landing before the bifhop, ' 
boldly and constantly flood to that which flie had faid : 
before, neither yielding to his fair promifes, nor over- 
thrown with his terror. Who being required to de- ; 
clare her mind concerning the facrament, and" to re- 
form herfelf unto the fellowfhip of the catholic faith, 
openly protefted, faying, I deny it to be God, becaufe 
it is a dumb god, and made with men's hands. 

Joan Horns, maid, produced likewife to her judg- 
ment and condemnation, with like firmnefs and chnf- 
tian fortitude declared herfelf a true martyr and follow- 
er of Chrift's Teftament, giving no place to the ad- 
verfary ; but being charged that fhe did not believe the 
facrament of Chrift's body and blood to be Chrift him- 
fclf, of which facrament (contrary to the nature of 
a facrament) the adverfaries are wont to make an idol 
fervice ; to thjs (he protefting openly her mind, faid as 
follows ; If you can make your god to lhed blood, or 
to (hew any condition of a true lively body, then v\ ill 
I believe you: but it is but bread, (as touching the 
fubftance thereof) meaning the matter whereof the 
facrament coniifteth ; and that which you call hercfy, 
I truft to fcrve my Lord God in, &c. 

And as touching the Romilh fee, (he faid,' My 
lord, (fpeaking to Bonner) I forfake all his abomina- 
tions, and from them good Lord deliver us. From 



An Account rf the Martyrdom of Thomas Drowry, 
a blind Boy, and Thomas Cro'ker, Bricklayer. 

A Little before, ye have heard of two men, the one 
blind and the other lame, which fuftered about the 
1 5th of May. And here is not to be forgotten another 
as godly a couple, who fuftered the like paffion and 
martyrdom for the fame caufe of religion at Glou- 
ccfter. 

How long this blind boy was in prifon, and in what 
year he fuftered, 1 am not certain. Of this credible 
I intelligence I have received by the tcftimony of the 
; then regifter of Gloucefter, named John Taylor, alias 
I Barker, that the faid blind boy, at his I a ft examination 
I and final condemnation, was brought (by the officers, 
! under whofe cuftody he had remained) before Dr. Wil- 
; liams, then chancellor of Gloucefter, fitting judicially 

■ with the faid regifter in the confiftory, near unto the 
\ fouth-door, in the nether end of the church of Glou- 
i cefter. Where the faid chancellor then miniftercd unto 

■ the boy fuch ufual articles as are accuftomed in fuch 
\ cafes, and are fundry times mentioned in this book, 
i Chancellor. Doit thou not believe, that after the 
j words of confecradon fpoken by the prieft, there rc- 
I maineth the very real body pf Chrilt in the facrament 
• of the altar? 

I To whom Thomas Drowry anfwered, No, that 1 
j do not. 

Chancellor. Then thou art an heretic, and flialt be 
; burned. But who hath taught thee this herefy ? 
j! Drowry. You, matter chancellor. 

Chancellor. Where, 1 pray thee? 

Drowry. Even in yonder place : pointing with his 
hand, and turning towards the pulpit, ftanding upon the 
north fide of the church. 

Chancellor. When did I teach thee fo ? 

Drowry. When you preached there (naming the 
day) a fermon to all men as well as to me, upon the 
facrament. You faid the facrament was to be received 
fpiritually by faith, and not carnally and really, as the 
papifis have heretofore taught. 

Chancellor. Then do as I have done, and thou flwlt 
live as 1 do, and efcape burning. 

Drowry. Though you can fo eafily difpenfe with 
yourfelf, and mock with God, the world, and your own 
confeience, yet wiH I not fo do. 
' Chancellor. Then the Lord have mercy upon 
thee, for I will read the condemnation fentence againft 
thee. 

Drowry. God's will be fulfilled. 
The regifter being herewith fomewhat moved, flood 
up and faid to the chancellor: 

Fie 
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Fie for fhame, man, will you read the fentence againft 
him, and condemn yourfelf? Away, away, and fubfti- 
tute fome other to give fentence and judgment. 

Chancellor. No, regifter, I will obey the law, and 
give fentence fnyfelf according to mine office. 

And fo he read the fentence condemnatory againft the 
boy, (with an unhappy tongue, and a more unhappy 
conscience) delivering him over to the fecular power. 
Who the fajd fifth day of May, brought the faid blind 
boy to the place of execution, at Gloucefter; together 
with one Thomas Croker, a bricklayer, condemned alfo 
for the like teftiroony of the truth. Where both toge- 
ther in one fire rnoft conftantly and joyfully yielded 
their fouls into the hands of the Lord jefus. 



PERSECUTION in the COUNTY of SUFFOLK. 

AFTER the death of thefe above rehearfed, were 
three men burnt at Beckles, in Suffolk, in one 
fire about the 21ft day of May, Anno 1556. Whofe 
names are here fpecified. 

Thomas Spiccr, of Winfton, labourer; Johny Denny, 
and Edmund Poole. 

This Thomas Spicer was a fingle man, of the age 
of nineteen years, and by vocation a labourer, dwelling 
in Winflon, in the county of Suffolk, and there taken 
in his matter's houfe in fummer, about, or fopn after 
fun-rifing (being in his bed) by James Ling and John 
Keretch, of the fame town, and William Davies, of 
Debnam, in the faid county. 

He was apprehended for not coming to hear mafs, 
and becaufe he would not receive their idol at the com- 
mandment of fir John Tyrrel, knight, of Gipping-hall, 
in Suffolk, and certain other juftices there, who fent 
both him and them to the dungeon, in the town of Eye, 
in Suffolk, from whence they were all three together 
brought before Dunning, then chancellor of Norwich, 
and Mr. Mings the regifter fitting at the town of Beckles 
to be examined. 

And there the chancellor endeavoured, but to nopur- 
pofe, to perfuade them from the truth. Wherefore 
minding in the end to give fentence on them, he burft 
out into tears, intreating them to remember thcmfelves, 
and to turn again to the holy mother church, for that 
they were deceived and out of the truth, and that they 
ought not wilfully to caft themfelves away, with fuch 
like words. 

As he was thus labouring with them, and fcemcd 
very loth to read the fentence (for they were the firft 
that he condemned in that dioccfe), the regifter there 
fitting by, being weary belike of tarrying, or elfe per- 
ceiving the conftant martyrs to be at a point, called 
upon the chancellor in hafte to rid them out of the way, 
and to make an end. At which words the chancellor 
read the condemnation over them with tears, and deli- 
vered them to the fecular power. 

The articles objected to thefe, and commonly to all 
others condemned in that diocefc by Dr. Hopton, 
bifhop of Norwich, and by Dunning his chancellor, 
were thefe: 

r. Firft, it was articulate againft them, that they 
believed not the pope of Rome to be fupremc head, 
immediately under Chrift, in earth, of the univcrfal 
catholic church. 

2. Item, That they believed not holy bread and holy 
water, afhes, palms, and all other like ceremonies ufed 
in the church, to be good and laudable for ftirring up 
.the people to devotion. 

3. Item, That they believed not, after the words of 
confecration fpoken by the prieft, the very natural body 
of Chrift, and no other fubftance of bread and wine to 
be in the facrament of the altar. 

4 Item, That they believed it to be idolatry to wor- 
fhip Chrift in the facrament of the altar. 

5. Item, That they took bread and wine in remem- 
brance of Chrift's paffion. 

6. Item, That they would not follow the crofs in 
proceffion, nor be confefTcd to a prieft. 
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7. Item, That they affirmed no mortal man to have 
in himfelf free-will to dp good or evil. 

For this dqclrine and thefe articles they were all three : 
condemned by Dr. Dunning, and committed to the fe- 
cular power, fir John Silliard being high fheriff of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk at the fame time. 

And the next day following they were all burnt to- 
gether in the town of Beckles. Whereupon it is to be 
thought., that the writ De Comburendo, was not yet come 
down, nor could be, the lord chancellor Heath being 
at London the fame time. Which, if it be true, then 
it is plain that they both went beyond their commiffion, 
that were the executioners; and alfo the clergy which 
were the inftigators thereof, cannot make good what 
they now pretend; faying, that they did nothing but 
by law. But this let the Almighty find out when he 
feeth his time. 

In the mean time while thefe good men were at the 
ftake, they prayed, #nd faid their belief; and when 
they mentioned the catholic church, fir John Silliard 
fpake to them ; That is well faid, firs, quoth hej I am 
glad to hear you fay you do behove the catholic church. 
That is the beft word 1 have heard of you yet. 

To which his fay'mgs Edmund Poole anfwercd, That 
though they did believe rhe catholic church, yet do 
they not believe in their popifli church, which is no 
part of Chrift's catholic church, and therefore no part 
of their belief. 

When they rofe from prayer, they all went joyfully 
to the ftake, and being bound thereto, and the fire 
burning about them, they praifed God in fuch an audi- 
ble voice, that it was wonderful to all thofe that flood 
by and heard them. 

Then one Robert Bacon; dwelling ia the faid Bec- 
kles, a great enemy of God's truth, and a pcrfecutor of 
his pepple, being there prefene within hearing thereof, 
willed the tormentors to throw one faggot to flop the 
breath of. the knaves, as he termed them ; fo hot was 
his burning charity. But thefe gpod men not regard- 
ing their malice, confeffed the truth, and yielded their 
lives to death for the teftimony of the fame, very glori- 
oufly and joyfully. Which confVancy the Lord grant 
we may imitate, whether it be by death or by life, to 
glorify the name of Chrift, Amen. 

And forafmuch as we have here entered into the per- 
fection of Norfolk and Suffolk, it comcth therefore to 
mind, by occafiou hereof, briefly to touch by the way, 
fome part (for the whole cannot be fo exprefled as it 
was done) touching the troubles of the town of Win- 
fon and Mendlefam, in Suffolk, raifed and ftirred by 
the faid fir John Tyrrel and other juftices there of the 
like affinity. The fum and effect, of which briefly is 
thus fignified to me in writing. 

The PERSECUTION in the TOWNS of WINSON 
and MENDLESAM, m SUFFOLK. 

BY the procurement of fir Jphn Tyrrel, knight, and 
others of his colleagues, there were perfecuted 
out of the town of Winfon, in Suffolk, thefe perfons 
hereafter following. 

Mrs. Alice Twaites, gentlewoman, of the age of 
thrccfcorc years arid more, and two of her fervants. 
Humphrey Smith, and his wife. 
William Catchpoole, and his wife. 
John Mauling, and his wife. 
Nicholas Burlingham, and his wife. 
And one Routh, and his wife. 
Such as were perfecuted and driven out 6'f the town 
of Mendlefam, in the county of Suffolk, now follow. 

Symon Harlftone, and Catherine his wife, with his 
five children. 

William Whitting, and Catherine his wife. 

Thomas Dobfon, and his wife. 

Thomas Hubbard, and his wife. 

John Doncon, and his wife and maid. 

William Doncon. 

Thomas Woodward,' the elder. 

Konnold's wife. 

A poor widow. 
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One mother Semon's maid. 

Befides thofc that were conftrained to do againft 
their confeience by the help of the parifh prieft. 

Thefe are the chief caufes why thofe above-named 
were perfecuted. 

Firft, They held and believed the holy word of God 
to be fufficient unto their falvation. 

Secondly, They denied the pope's ufurped authority, 
and did hold all that church of Antichrift to be Chrift's 
adverfirics. And further, they refufed the abufed fa- 
craments, defied the mafs and all popifh fervice and 
ceremonies, faying, they' robbed God of his honour, 
and Chrift of his death and glory, and would not come 
to the church, without it were to the defacing of that 
they did there. 

Thirdly, They did hold that the miniftcrs of the 
church by God's word might lawfully marry. 

Fourthly, They held the queen to be as chief head, 
and wicked rulers to be a great plague fent of God for 
fin, &c. 

Fifthly, They denied man's free-will, and held that 
the pope's church did err, and many other in that point 
with them, rebuking their falfe confidence in works, 
and their falfe truft in man's rightcoufnefs. Alfo when 
any rebuked thofe perfecuted for going fo openly, and 
. talking fo freely, their anfwer was, They acknowledged, 
confefled, and believed, and therefore they muft fpeak : 
and that their tribulation was God's good will and pro- 
vidence, and that his judgments were right, to punifh 
them with others for their fins; and that of very faith- 
fulnefs and mercy God had caufed them to be troubled, 
fo that one hair of their heads fhould not perifh before 
the time, but all things fhould work unto the heft to 
them that love God ; and that Chrift Jefus was their life 
and only righteoufnefs, and that only by faith in him, 
and for his fake, all good things were freely given them, 
alfo forgivenefs of fins, and lite everlafting. 

Many of thefe perfecuted were of great fubftancc, 
and had poffeffions of their own. 

Give God the praife. 



Forafmuch as we are now in the month of May, be- 
fore we overpafs the fame, and becaufe the ftory is riot 
long, and not unworthy pcradventure of noting, it ftiall 
xiot grieve the ftudious reader, a little to give the hear- 
ing thereof, whereby to learn to marvel and mufe at the 
great works of the Lord. " They that go down (faith 
the pfalmift) into the fea, labouring upon the water, 
have fecn the works of the Lord, and his mighty won- 
ders upon the deep," Pfal. cvi. The truth whereof may 
well appear in this following ftory ; which, as it was 
written to me by the very perfon himfelf, one Thomas 
Morfe, who was the doer thereof, fo I thought proper 
to infert the fame in the following manner. 

The HISTORY of one GREGORY CROW, -who was 
miraculoujly preserved with his New Teftament upon 
the Seas, May 26. 

UPON Tuefday in Whitfun-wcck, May 26, 1556, 
(or elfe, as he rather thinketh, in the year imme- 
diately before) a certain poor man, named Gregory 
Crow, dwelling in Maulden, went to fea, intending to 
have gone into Kent for fullers earth, hut by the way 
being bad weather, was driven upon a fand, where pre- 
fently the boat funk, and was full of water, fo that the 
men were forced to hold by the maft of the boat, and 
all things that could fwim, did fwim out ofrher. Amongft 
which Crow faw his Teftament in the water, and caught 
it, and put it into his bofom. Now it was ebbing wa- 
ter, fo that within one hour the boat was dry, but fo 
broken that they could not fave her ; but they went 
themfelves upon the fand (being at leaft ten miles from 
jhc land) and there made their prayers together, that 
God would' fend fome (hip to their affiftance (being in 
all two men and one boy), for they could ftay there but 
an hour longer hefore ft would be flood. Ia which time 
they found their cheft, wherein were five pounds, fix. 



(hillings and eight pence," belonging to the faid Crow; 
which money the other man (whofe name I know not) 
took up, and gave it to the owner, who caft it into the 
fea, faying, If the Lord will fave our lives, he will pro- 
vide us a living; and fo they got upon the maft, and 
there hung by the arms and legs for the fpace of ten 
hours, in which time the poor boy was fo weary, and 
beaten with the fea, that he fell oft* and was drowned. 

And when the water was gone again, and the fand 
dry, Crow faid to the other man, It were beft for us to 
take down our marts, and when the flood cometh we 
will fit upon them, and fo it may pleafe God to bring 
us to fome fhip that may take us up. Which accord- 
ingly they did, and foat ten of the clock in the night of 
the fame Tuefday, the flood did bear up the maft whereon 
they fat. 

And upon the Wednefday in the night the man died, 
being overcome with hunger and watching. So that 
there was none left but Crow, who driving up and 
down in the fea, called upon God as he could, and 
might not fleep for fear that the fea would have beaten 
him off. 

So at length I myfelf (faid Thomas Morfe) being 
laden to Antwerp with my crayer, going from Lee 
upon Friday, having within my veffel, of mariners and 
merchants, to the number of forty-fix perfons, and fo 
coming to the Foreland, the wind was not very good, 
fo that I was conftrained to go fomewhat out of my 
way, being' in the afternoon about fix of the clock, 
where at the laft we faw a thing afar off, appearing 
unto us like a fmall buoy, that fifhermen do ufe to lay 
with their hooks. 

When we faw it, fome faid, Let us have fome fifh. 
And I faid to him that was at the helm, Keep your 
courfe away, for we fhall but hinder the fifhermen, and 
have no fifh neither: and fo at my command he did. 
But at length he at the helm ftanding higher than 
all we did, faid, Methinks, matter, it is a man. But 
yet they, being in doubt that it was but a fiiherman's 
buoy, turned the fhip from him again to keep their 
courfe. 

Crow beholding the fhip to turn from him, being 
then in utter defpair, and ready now to perifh with 
watching, famine, and moreover miferably beaten with 
the feas, at laft took his mariner's cap from his head, 
and holding up the fame with his arm as high as he 
could, thought by fhaking it as well as he might, to give 
them fome token of better fighr. 

Whereupon the fteerman, more fenfibly perceiving a 
thing to move, advertifed us again,' declaring how' he 
did plainly fee a man's arm ; and with that we all be- 
held him well, and fo came to him and took him up. 
And as foon as we had him in our fhip, he began to 
put his hand into his bofom, and one afked him if he 
had money there. No, faid he, I have a book here, 
I think it be wet; and fo drew out his Teftament, 
which we then dried. But the fea had fo beaten him, 
that his eyes, nofe and mouth, were almoft clofed with 
fait, that the heat of his face and the weather had made. 
So that we made fire and fhifted him with dry cloaths, 
and gave him aqua compofita to drink, and fuch meat 
as was in the fliip, and then let him deep. 

The next day we awaked him about eight of the 
clock in the morning, and his blood began fomewhat to 
appear in his flefh (Tor when we took him up, his flefh 
was even as though it had been fodden, or as a drowned 
man's is) and then we talked with him of all the matter 
before rehearfed. And fo failing to Antwerp, the 
merchants who faw the thing, publifhed the fame in 
Antwerp; and becaufe it was wonderful, many of the 
people there, both men and women, came to the fhip to 
fee him. Some gave him a petticoat, and fome a fhirt, 
fome hofe, and fome money (always noting how he caft 
away his money and kept his book.) 

And many of the women wept when they heard and 
faw him. And Mailer Governor of the Englifh na- 
tion there had him before him, and talked with him of 
"all the matter ; and pitying his cafe, commanded the 
officer of the Englifh houfe to go to the free Ofte-houfes 
amongft the Englim-me'rchants, and I with them, and 
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at three houfes there were given him fix pounds ten 
(hillings. And fo from thence he went to Roan, where 
the people alfo cam • to him to fee him, marvelling at 
the great works of God. 

And . thus much concerning, this poor man, with his 
New Teftamcnt preferved in the fea, {which Teftament 
the pope's clergy condemn on the land) ye have heard, 
as I received by the relation of the party above named, 
who was the doer thereof, and yet alive dwelling in 
Lee, well known to all merchants of London. In 
which ftory, this by the way underftand, good reader, 
{which rightly may be fuppofed) that if this poor man, 
thus found and preferved in the fea with a New Tefta- 
ment in his bofom, had had inftead of that a pix with a 
confecrated hoft about him, no doubt it had been rung 
ere this time all Chriftendom over for a miracle, fo far 
as the pope hath any land. 

But to let the pope with his falfe miracles go, let us 
return again and adjoin another hiftory of much like 
condition, teftified likewife by the information of the 
faid Thomas Morfe above-mentioned, to the intent to 
make known the worthy acts of the Almighty; that he 
may be magnified in all his wondrous works. The 
ftory is thus declared, . which happened Anno 1556, 
about Michaelmas. 

Another STORY of GOD's PROVIDENCE in the 
PRESERVATION of THREE MEN. at SEA. 

THERE was a Ihip (faith the faid Thomas Morfe) 
whereof I had a part, going toward the Bay for 
fair, with two Ihips of Bricklefey, which were alto- 
gether going for fait, as before is faid. At the time we 
were within ten miles of the North Foreland, otherwife 
called Tenet, the wind did come fo contrary to our 
lhip, that we were forced to go clean out of the 'way, 
and the other two (hips kept their courfe Hill, until our 
ihip was almoft out of light of them. And then they 
faw a thing driving upon the fea, and hoifted out their 
boat and went unto it; and it was three men fitting 
upon a piece of their lhip, who had fat fo two days 
and two nights. 

There had been in their Ihip eight men more, which 
were drowned, being all Frenchmen, dwelling in a 
place in France, called Olloronne. They had been at 
Dantzick, and loft their {hip about Orford Nefs, as might 
be learned by their words. They were men that feared 
God, the one of them was owner of the lhip. Their 
exercife, while they were in our lhip, was, that after 
their coming in, they gave thanks for their deliverance: 
both morning and evening they cxercifed prayer, and 
alfo bclbre and after meat; and when they came into 
France, our fhips went to the fame place where thefe 
men dwelt, and one of thefe men did fell unto our men 
their lhip's lading with fait, and did ufethem very cour- 
teoufly and friendly, and not at that time only, but al- 
ways whenfoever that (hip Cometh thither, (as (he hath 
been there twice lince) he always doth for them, fo 
that they can lack nothing. I fhould have noted, thac 
after our ihip had taken up thofe three men out ot the 
lea, they had the wind fair prefently, and came and 
overtqok the other two Ihips again, and fo they pro- 
ceeded in their voyage together^ 
For the more credit of this ftory above recited, to fa- 
tisfy either the doubtful, or to prevent the quar- 
reller, I have not only alledged the name of the 
party which was the doer thereof, but alfo expiefled 
the matter in his own words, as 1 received it of 
him; the party and reporter himfelf being yet 
alive, and dwelling at Lee, a man fo well known 
among the merchants of London, that whufoever 
heareth the name of Thomas Morfe, will never 
doubt thereof. . And again, the maircr itfelf being 
fo notorioufly known to merchants as well here as ac 
Antwerp, that though his name were not cxprelRd, 
the ftory can lack no witnefles. 
The laft day of the faid month of May, in the year 
aforefaid, William Slech being in prifon for the faid 
doctrine of the Lord's gofpel, and the confeflion of his 



truth, died in the King's Bench, and was buried in the 
back-yard of the faid prifon, for that the Roman ca- 
tholic fpirituality thought him not worthy to come with- 
in their pope-holy church-yards, neither in any other 
chriftian burial-place, as they call it. 



The HISTORY of FOUR MEN condemned at. Lewes, 
June 6. 

IN June next following, about the fixth day of the 
fame month, four martyrs fuffered togethcrat Lewes, 
whofe names were thefe: 

Thomas Harland, of Woodmancote, carpenter. 
John Ofwald, of Woodmancote, hulbandman. 
Thomas Avington, of Ardingly, turner. 
Thomas Read. 

To Thomas Harland, I find in the bilhop of Lon- 
don's regifters, to be objected to for his not coming to 
church. Whereunto he anfwered, That after the mafs 
was reftored, he never had will to hear the fame, be- 
caufe (faid he) it was Latin, which he did not under- 
ftand, therefore as good, quoth he, never a whit, as 
never the better. 

John Ofwald denied to anfwer any thing, until his 
accufers fhould be brought face to face before him; and 
neverthclefs faid, The fire and faggots could not make 
him afraid: but as the good preachers which were in 
king Edward's time have fuffered and gone before, fo 
was he ready to fuffcr and come after, and would be 
glad thereof. 

Thefe four, after long imprifonment in the King's- 
Bench, were burned together at Lewes in Suffex, in 
one fire. 

In the fame town of Lewes, and in the fame month 
likewife, were burned Thomas Whood, minifter, and 
Thomas Millcs, about the twentieth day of the fame 
month, for refilling the erroneous and heretical doc- 
trine of the pretended catholic church of Rome. 

On the 24th of the fame month likewife William 
Adhcrhall, minificr, died in the prifon of the King's- 
Bench, and was buried in the back-yard: alfo John 
Clement, wheelwrtghr, who dying in the faid prifon, 
was buried in like manner upon the dung-hill in the 
back-yard, viz. the 25th day of June. 

The next day following of the faid month, we read 
of n certain young man, a merchant's fcrvanr, who for 
the like godlincfs fuffered cruel pcrfecution from the 
papifts, and was burnt at Leiceftcr the 26th day of 
June 1556. 



An Account of THIRTEEN MARTYRS, burned 
at Stratford the Bow. 

NOT long after the death of the merchant's fcrvant 
before-mentioned, there followed in this bleffed 
order of martyrs, burned in one fire at Stratford the 
dwellings were in fundry places in EfTex, and whofe 
Bow, by London, eleven men and two women, whofe 
names hereafter follow. 

Henry Adlington. Lyon Cawch. 

Laurence Parnam. Ralph Jackfon. 

Henry Wye. John Derifall. 

William Hallywe!. John Routh. 

Thomas Bowyer. Elizabeth Pepper. 

George Searlcs. Agnes George. 

Edmund Hurft. 

Unto whom, the fixth of June, 1556, Dr. Darby- 
Ihirc, bilhop Bonner's chancellor, in form of law 
minilVrcd the fame articles that were pronounced unto 
Thomas Whittle and his companions, mentioned be- 
fore, to which they made their ft: vera 1 arifwers, in fim- 
pliciry and in a good confeience. The fum and effect 
whereof enfueth. 

To the firft, they all anfwered affirmatively; but 
Lyon Cawch added further, that he believed that the 
true faith and religion of Chrift is wherefoever the 
word of God is trulv preached. 

To 
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Tq the fecond article they all anfwered in effedt, 
denying that there be feven facraments; fome affirm- 
ing that in the church of Chrift there are but two facra- 
ments, that is to fay, baptifm, arid the Lord's fupper: 
others referring therhfelves to believe as the Scripture 
teachcth thefn: and others refufed to make anfwer be- 
eaufe of their firriplicity. 

To the third article they alt anfwered affirmatively. 

To the fourth article they all anfwered affirmatively, 
except John Routh i who faid he would make no an- 
fwer thereunto. But Lyon Cawch added, that he 
believed the article to be true; but it was becaufe he 
had no better knowledge. And Agnes George added, 
that in the time of king Edward the Sixth, flie 
went from her old faith and religion, and believed 
in the faith and religion that was then taught and fet 
forth. 

To the fifth they alfo anfwered in effecl: affirmatively, 
except John Routh, whofe anfwer was, that the mafs is 
fuch a thing, which neither can nor will enter into his 
confeience. And Henry Adlington anfwered, that for 
nine or ten years before, he mifliked the mafs, and alfo 
the facrament of the altar, becaufe they cannot be 
proved by the fcriptures. And as touching the autho- 
rity of the fee of Rome, he bring but fourteen years of 
age, took an oath againft the fame, which oath, he faid, 
he intended to keep by the grace of God. 

To the fixth they all anfwered affirmatively, except 
John Routh and William Hallywel who both refufed 
to anfwer, becaufe they knew not what they meant by 
this article. But the two women added, that they re- 
fufed to be reconciled to the faith and religion that was 
then ufed in the realm of England. And Laurence 
Pernam added, that he never refufed to be reconciled 
and brought to the unity of the catholic church of 
Chrift. 

To the feventh article they all anfwered affirmatively; 
but William Hallywel denied that ever he called the 
mafs idolatry and abomination. And Henry Wye 
affirming the article to be true : yet he confeffed his 
infirmity, that he went to his parifli-church and received, 
before he was put to prifon. 

To the eighth article Edmund Hurft, Ralph Jackfon, 
and George Searles, anfwered affirmatively: Henry 
Wye faid, he was brought before certain juftices of the 
peace in Eflex, concerning one Higbed his late matter, 
and thereupon he was committed to Colchefter caftle, 
and from thence fent to London to the bifliop to be 
further examined. William Hallywel affirmed the like | 
confeffion as Henry Wye did, only Higbed excepted. 
John Derifall faid he was called before the lord Rich j 
and Mr. Mildmay, of Chglmsford, and was by them j 
fent to Bonner, biihop of London, to be further exa- 1 
mined. Thomas Bowyer faid he was brought before j 
Mr. Wifeman, of Felfed, and by him was fent to Col- 
chefter caftle, and from thence was carried to Bonner, 
biihop of London, to be by him further examined. 
Lyon Cowch faid, that he was fent for to come before 
the king and queen's commiflioncrs, and appearing before 
them three times, « as fent to biihop Bonner, to be by 
him further examined. Henry Adlington faid, that 
he coming to Newgate to fpeak with one Gratwike there, 
being prifoner for the teftimony of Jefus Chrift, was 
apprehended and brought before Dr. Story, and by him 
fent to bifliop Bonner, to be by him further examined. 
John Routh faid, that he was convented before the ear! 
of Oxford, and by him was fent to the cafllc of Col- 
chefter, and from thence conveyed to biihop Bonner, 
to be by him further examined. Laurence Pernam 
faid, that he was committed to Hertford prifon, becaufe 
he would not go to church, and from thence fent to 
bifhop Bonner, to be by him further examined. Agnes 
George faid, that lhe was committed to prifon in Col- 
chefter, at the command of one Mr. Maynard, an 
alderman of the town, becaufe lhe would not go to 
church, and from thence was fent to biihop Bonner, to 
be by him further examined. Elizabeth Pepper -laid, 
lhe was apprehended by two conftables and an alderman, 
for that flie would not come to church, and by them 
was fent to Bonner, biihop of London, to be by. him 
further examined. 
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. To the ninth article, they believed the prerhifes all 
to be true as above by them confeffed, and that thev 
were of the diocefe and jurifdiclion of London. But 
Elizabeth Pepper added, that lhe was of the town of 
Colchefter. 

And Agnes George added, that flip was of the parifli 
of Barefold. And Lyon Cawch added, that he was at 
that prefent a merchant there. 

Henry Wye, brewer, was of the parifli of Stamford 
le Hore, and 32 years of age. 

William Hallywel was a fmith, of the parifli of 
Wakham Hply-Crofs, and of the age of 24 years, or 
thereabouts. 

Ralph Jackfon was a ferving 1 
and of the age of 25 years. 

Laurence Pernam was a fmith of Hodfdon, within 
the parifli of Amwell, in the county of Hertford, and 
of the age of 11 years. 

John Derifall was a labourer, of the parifli of Retting- 
ton, in Eflex, and of the age of 50 years and above. 

Edmund Hurft, labourer, of St. James's, in Colchef- 
ter, was 50 years of age. 

Thomas Bowyer was a weaver of Much Dunmow, 
and of the age of 36 years. 

George Searles was a taylor, between 20 and 21 
years of age, of the parifli of Whitc-Nottle, where he 
was taken and carried to the lord Rich, who fent him 
to Colchefter caille, with a commandment that no 
friend he had in the world fliould fpeak with him. 
There he lay fix weeks, and was fent up to London, 
where he was fome time in the bifliop's coal-houfe, 
fome time in Lollard's tpwer, and laft of all in Newgate. 
He was apprehended in Lent, about a fortnight before 
Eafter, in the place aforefaid. 

Lyon Cawch was a broker in Flanders, but when 
he was apprehended he refided in the city of London, 
and of the age of 28 years. 

Henry Adlington was a fawyer, of Greenfted, in 
the county of Suflex, of the age of 30 years. 

John Routh was a labourer, and of the parifli of 
Wickes, in Eficx, of the age of 26 years. 

Elizabeth Pepper was the wife of Thomas Pepper, 
wea ver, of the parifli of St. James, in the town of Col- 
chefter, of the age of 30 years, or thereabouts, who 
when lhe was burnt at Stratford, was eleven weeks gone 
with child, as (he then teftified to one Bofom's wife, 
who then unloofed her handkerchief, faying moreover, 
when lhe was alked why (he did not tell them, Why, 
faid flie, they knew it well enough. O! fuch be the 
bloody hearts of this cruel generation, that no occa- 
fion can ftay them from their mifchievous murdering 
of the innocent faints of the Lord, who truly profefs 
Chrift crucified only and alone for the fatisfa&ion of 
their fins. 

Agnes George was the wife of Richard George, huf- 
bandman, of Weft Barefold, in the county of Eflex, 
and of the age of 26 years. This Richard George 
had another wife before her, who was burnt in the 
Poitern, at Colchefter, and himfelf lay in prifon till 
queen Elizabeth came to the crown, and then he was 
releafed. 

When thefe thirteen were condemned, and the day 
appointed that they fliould fuffer, which was the 27th 
of June, 1556, they were carried from Newgate in 
London the fame day, to Stratford-Bow, (the place 
appointed for their martyrdom) and there divided into 
two parts, in two fever.il chambers. Afterwards the 
(heriif, who there attended upon them, came to the 
one part, and told them that the other had recanted, 
and their lives therefore fliould be faved, willing and 
exhorting them to do the like, and not to caft them- 
fclvcs away. 

Unto whom they anfwered, that their faith was not 
built upon man, but on Chrift crucified. Then the 
flieriff perceiving no good to be done with them, went 
to the other part, and faid (like a liar) the like to themi 
that they with whom he had been before, had recanted, 
and lhduld therefore not fuffer death, counfelling them 
to do the like, and not wilfully to kill themfelyes^hat 
to play the wife men, &c. . ^~ 

Unto 
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Unto whom they ahfwered as their brethren had 
done before, that their faith was not built on man, but 
on Chrift and his word, &c. 

Now when he faw ic needlefs to perfuadc (for they 
were, God be praifed, furely grounded on the Rock 
jefus Chrift) he then led them to the place where they 
ftiould fuffer, and being there all together, they mod 
earneftly prayed unto the Lord, and then joyfully 
went to the ftake and kiffed it, and embraced it very 
heartily. 

The' eleven men were tied to three ftakcs, and the 
two women loofe in the middle without any ftake, and 
fo thev were all burnt in one fire, with fuch love to 
each other, and conftancy in our Saviour Chrift, that it 
made all the lookers on to marvel. The Lord grant us 
the like grace in the like need, according to the good 
pleafureof his will, Amen. 

In the company of thefe aforefaid thirteen, were 
three more condemned to die, whofc names are here- 
under fpecified. 

Thomas Freeman, William Stannard, and William 

Thefe three anfwered to the fame articles that were 
propounded to the aforefaid thirteen, in efFedt as they 
did. And being thus in the hands of the fecular pow- 
er, Cardinal Poole fent his difpenfation for their lives, 
by what occafion I cannot fafely fay, but by means 
thereof they then efcaped. 

The Sunday after thefe aforefaid fixteen were con- 
• demned, Fecknam, dean of St. Paul's, preached at 
Paul's Crofs, where he declared, that he had as many 
fundry opinions as they were fundry pcrfons. At the 
hearing whereof they drew out their faith, and fet to 
their hands as hereafter followeth, and diredled the 
fame to their friends, and the faithful congregation, as 
followeth. 

Unto all our dearly beloved FRIENDS, and the holy 
CONGREGATION of JESUS CHRIST, even fo 
many as love GOD, «race be -with you, and peace from 
Cod our Father, and from our Lord Jefus Chrift. So 
be it. 

|)E it manifeft to all unto whom this our certificate 
J3 he feen, that whereas, upon Saturday, being 

the thirteenth day of June, at Fulham before the bifhop 
of London, fixteen ofus(whofe names are hereundar 
fubferibed) were condemned to the for the mod pure 
and fincere truth of drift's verity; which moft godly 
truth hath been from the beginning with the wicked ad- 
veifaries thereof continually defeated, and is by the 
devil and his imps, even at this prefent, likevvife daily 
flandered : upon this occafion, dearly beloved brethren, 
.we are moved, yea conftrained, in the ears of all men 
to manifeft our belief, and alfb briefly the articles where- 
of we are condemned, for the avoiding of falfe reports 
and flanderous tongues, which might happen by the 
moft ungodly and uncharitable fermon lately preached 
at Paul's crofs, the fourteenth of the faid month, being 
Sunday, by Mr. Fecknam, now dean of the fame church; 
where he, in that moft worthy audience, defamed us to 
be in fixteen fundry opinions, which were a thing pre- 
judicial to all chriftian verity : and for a teftimonial 
thereof, this hereunder written fhall anfwer our caufe, 
and therefore we pray you that are of God to judge. 

The firlt, We believe we were baptized in the faith 
of Chrift's church, and incorporate unto him, and 
made members of his church, in which faith we con- 
tinue. And although we have erred for a certain time, 
yet the root of faith was preferved in .us by the Holy 
Ghoft: which hath reduced us. into a full certainty of 
the fame, and we do perfift, and will by God's affif- 
tance to the end. Now mark, that although the mini- 
ster were of the church malignant, yet his wickednefs 
did not hurt us, for that he baptized us. in the name' of 
the Father, the' Son, and the Holy Ghoft. 

There was both the word and the element, and our 
-godfathers and godmothers renouncing for us the devil 
alia*" all his works, and confeiling the articles of the 
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chriftian faith for us, and alfo witneffes that we are bap- 
tized, not in the faith of the church of Rome, but in 
the faith of Chrift's church. 

r. Item, There are but two facraments in Chrift'^ 
church, that is, the facramcnt of baptifm, and the 
Lord's fupper. For in thefe are contained the faith of 
Chrift;s church ; that is, the two tcftaments, the law 
and the gofpel. The effecT: of the law is repentance, 
and the effecT: of the gofpel remiflion of fins. 
■ 2. Item, We believe that is a vifible church, where- 
in the word of God is preached, and the holy facra- 
ments truly adminiftered, vifible to.thc wicked world, 
although it be not credited, and by the death of faints 
confirmed, as it was in the time of Elias the prophet as 
well as no. 

3. Item. The fee of Rome is the fee of Antichrift, 
the congregation of the wicked, &c. whereof the pope 
is head under the devil. 

4. Item, The mafs is not only a profanation of the 
Lord's fupper, but alfo a blafphemous idol. 

5. Item, God is neither fpiritually nor corporally in 
the facramentof the altar, and there remaineth no fub- 
ftance in the fame, but only the fubftancc of bread and 
wine. 

For thefe articles of our belief, wc being condemned 
to die, do willingly offer our corruptible bodies to be 
difiblved in the fire, all with one voice affenting and 
confenting thereunto, and in no point difienting or- 
difagreeing from any of our former articles. 

Apparent alfo let it be and known, that being exa- 
mined on the former articles before the bloody bifhop, 
the faid day and time, we affirmed to believe all that he 
or they would prove by the fcriptures. But he faid that 
he would not ftand to prove it with heretics, but faid 
they themfelves were the holy church, and that wc 
oufht to believe them, or elfe to be cut off like withered 
branches. 

Ralph Jackfon. Edmund Hurft. 

Henry Adlington. Laurence Parnam. 

Lyon Cavvch. Thomas Bowycr. 

William Hallywel. Elizabeth Pepper. 

George Scarlcs. Agnes Geo ge. 

John Routh. Thomas Freeman. 

John Derifall. William Stannard. 

Henry Wye. William Adams. 

About the fourteenth of June, in the fame year, John 
Colftock, who was lately come from London, and now 
dwelling at Wellington, though he did not fuffer mar- 
tyrdom, yet he fuftained fome trouble, being examined 
by the bifhop, named Ralph Bane, for his religion, 
especially for two points, in holding againft the reality 
of Chrift in the facrament, and againft auricular con- 
feffion to be made to the prieft. For which caufe be- 
ing compelled to recant, he was enjoined in the church 
of St. Ccdde to bear a faggot before the crofs bare- 
headed, having in the one hand a taper, and in the 
other a pair of beads, &c. 

Amongft divers others, which in the fame diocefe, and 
at the fame time, were' fufpedted and troubled for the 
like, was Thomas Flier, of Uttoxater, (hoe maker; Nich.' 
Ball, of Uttoxater; Thomas Pyot, of Cheduil. 

Item, Henry Crimes, for marrying his wife on Palm- 
Sunday eve, &c. Some others alfo there were which 
had the like penance enjoined them, as Thomas John- 
fon, about the 26th day of this month of June, beraufe 
he fware by the holy mafs before the bifliop' fitting in 
judgment, who for the fame was driven to go before 
the crofs with his taper and beads, &c. 

In the fame month of June one Thomas Parret.died 
in the prifon of the King's-Bench in Southwark, and 
was buried in the back-yard the 27th day of the faid 
month. 

Alfo Martin Hunt (as is reported) was famifhed in 
fhc fame prifon the 29th day. At which time likevvife 
'died in the fame prifon, as I find recorded, one John 
Norice, and after the fame fort as the other was buried 
in the back-yard of the faid prifon. 

6 K * The 
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The MARTYRDOM of ROGER BERNARD, 
ADAM FOSTER, and ROBERT LAWSON. 

WHEN Roger Bernard came before the bilhop, 
firft he alked, whether he had been with the 
prieft at Eafter to be fhriven, and whether he had re- 
ceived the bleffed facrament of the altar, or no? Unto 
whom Roger Bernard anfwered, No: I have not been 
with the prieft, nor confefied myfelf unto him, but 
I have confefied my fins to Almighty God, and I 
truft he hath forgiven me; whereof 1 ftiall not need 
to go to the prieft for fuch matters, who cannot help 
himfelf. 

Bi/hop. Surely, Bernard, thou muft needs go, and 
confefs thyfelf unto him. 

Bernard. That fhall I not do (by God's grace) while 
I live. 

Bijbop. What a ftout heretic is this ! How impu- 
dently he anfu ereth ! 

Bernard. My lord, it grieveth me no whit (I thank 
God) to be called heretical your hands: for fo your 
forefathers called the prophets and confefibrs of Chrift 
long before this time. 

At thefe words the biftiop rofe up in great heat, and 
bade Bernard follow him. Then the biftiop went and 
kneeled before what they call the facrament of the altar, 
and as he was in. his prayers kneeling, he looked back, 
and aiked Bernard why he came not and did as he did. 
Unto whom Bernard anfwered, I cannot tell why I 
fhould do fo. Why, quoth the biftiop, thou lewd fel- 
low, whom feeft thou yonder? pointing to the pyx 
over the altar. 

Bernard. I fee no body there. Do you, my lord ? 

Bi/brp. Why, naughty man, doft thou not fee thy 
Maker? 

Bernard. My Maker? No, I fee nothing but a few 
clouts hanging together on a heap. 

With that the biftiop rofe up fore difpleafed, and 
commanded the gaoler to take him away, and to. lay 
irons enough on him. For, faid he, I will tame him 
ere he go from me; I think fo: and fo he was carried 
away. 

The next day Bernard w'as brought again before the 
biftiop, who afked him, if he did not remember him- 
felf linte the day before that he was before him. 

Bernard. Yes, my lord, I have remembered myfelf 
very well; for the fame man I was yefterday, I am this 
day, and I hope ftiall be all the days of my' life, con- 
cerning the matter you talked with me of. 

Then one of the guard ftanding by, faid, My lord, 
I pray you, trouble not yourfelf any more with him, 
but let me have the examining of him, I fhall handle 
him after another forr, I think, and make him a, fair 
child ere he go, you ftiall fee. 

So he was committed to him, and brought by him to 
an inn, where were a great many priefts aflemblcd to- 
gether, and there they all fell to flatter him, and per- 
fuaded him with fair enticing words, what they could; 
but when they could not prevail therein] then they be- 
gan to threaten him with whipping, flocking, burning, 
and fuch like. Unto whom Bernard faid, Friends, 1 
am not better than my matter Chrift, and the prophets 
which your fathers fcrved after fuch fort ; and 1, for his 
name's fake, am content to fuffer the like at your 
hands, if God ftiall fo permit, trufting that he will 
ftrcngthen me in the fame according to his promife, in 
lpite of the devil and all his minifters. So when they 
could not make him relent or yield, they faid, Behold, 
a right fcholar of John Fortune, whom they had then 
in prifon. Then they carried him to the bifhop, who 
immediately condemned him as an heretic, and deli- 
vered him to the fccular power. 

This Roger Bernard was a fingle man, and by his 
vocation a labourer, dwelling in Framfden, in Suffolk, 
who was taken in the night by Mr. Tamage's jmen, be- 
caufe he would not go to church to hear their unfavoury 
fervice, and fo by them carried to prifon. 



The HISTORY of ADA M FOSTER. 

A DAM FOSTER, of the age of fix and twenty 
JTjk. years, hufbandman, being married, dwelling i n 
Mendlefam, in the county of Suffolk, was taken at home 
in his houfe, a little before the fun's going down, by 
the conftables of the faid town, George Revet 'and 
Thomas Moufe, at the Commandment of fir John Tyr- 
rel, knight, of Gipping-hall, in Suffolk, becaufe he 
would not go to church and hear mafs, and receive at 
Eafter, except he might have it after Chrift's holy ordi- 
nance. When they came for him, they told him he 
muft go with them unro the juftice. Unto whom Adam 
Fofter faid, For Chrift's caufe, and to fave his con- 
fcience, he was well contented ; and fo they led him to 
fir John Tyrrcl, and he fent him to Eye-dungeon, in 
Suftblk, from whence at length he was fent to Nor- 
wich, and there condemned by biftiop Hopton. 

Now after his apprehenfion, the faid Thomas Moufe 
and George Revet were ftricken with a great fear and 
ficknefs, whereby Moufe pined and confumed away, 
even unto death, although he was a lufly young man! 
But George Revet, who was the faid Moufe's fellowj 
and a great reader of the fcripture, or (as many term 
it) a talkative gofpeller, would not be premonifhed by 
the works of God, but fet his fon to help the prieft at 
mafs, and to be clerk of the fame town of Mendlefam 
for lucre fake; yet was there a fair warning given him 
of God, although he had not the grace fo to confider 
it, which thing was this : 

A young man of the fame parifti, newly married, 
called Robert Edgore, being of a ripe wit and found 
judgment, was clerk in the faid church before the 
faid Revet fet his fon in that room, and executed the 
office a little; yea, alas, too long, againft his own con- 
ference ; whereby at length the Lord fo took away his 
wits, that many years after, his poor and woeful wife, 
good woman, was compelled to keep him chained, and 
bound continually, left he Ihould unawares do himfelf 
or fome other fome mifchief, as many times (the more 
pity ) he was ready enough to do. 

This (as 1 faid; would not admonifti Revet, but needs 
he muft perfift in his wicked purpofc. Notwithstand- 
ing at length, as many men were offended with him in 
the parifh, fo honcft women cfpecially, (being migh- 
tily grieved at his ungodly doings) came to him and 
faid, Neighbour Revet, are you not afraid to let your 
fon help the naughty prieft to fay mafs, and to ferve 
that abominable idol ? And he faid, No. 

Then faid they, We fear not to go to church and 
hear mafs, feeing you, being a man that fo much pro- 
fefs chriftianity, will let your fon help the prieft to fay 
mafs, &c. 

At which words Revet waxed angry, and in his rage 
immediately made his prayer unto God after this man- 
ner, or with fuch like words, faying, O Lord, if it be 
not thy will that my fon fliould fo do ; then I befeech 
thee fend fome ftrange token, to let me underftand 
what thy good pleafure is therein, &c. So according 
to his petition, within a ftiort fpace after, his neighbour's 
bull came into his pafture, and he having a very proper 
gelding, which was his felicity above every thing he 
had, the bull running upon him, did fo wound and 
gore him, that immediately thereof his gelding died, 
and he thereby nothing amended. For although he 
knew and confefied, that it was the Lord's hand upon 
him for the fufferance of his fon in that wicked voca- 
tion ; yet would he not take him from it, but permit- 
ted him ftill to ufe and frequent the fame agarnft his 
own confeience. 

At laft the Lord fent upon him a great fwelling in 
his legs, which did fo grievoufly vex and trouble him, 
by reafon it fwelled upward, that at length, having 
thereby brought upon him a very ftrange ficknefs, he 
died molt tniferably, and fo impatient a manner, that it 
terrified all good hearts to hear thereof. The Lord 
grant, for Chrift's lake, that we may obferve his judg- 
ments better, to his glory, and our comfort, Amen. 
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The HISTORY of ROBERT LAWSON. 

ROBERT LAWSON was a fingle man, of the age 
of thirty years, and by vocation a linen-weaver, 
w ho was apprehended in the night, by one Robert 
Kercrh, at the command of fir John Tyrrel, of Gip- 
ping-hall, in Suffolk, knight, arid fo was immediately 
carried to Eye-dungeon, in Suffolk, where he remained 
a certain time, and after was led to Bury. The 
caufe of his being taken, was for that he would not 
wo to church to hear mafs, and receive their popifh 
idol. 

When thefe three aforefaid martyrs were carried to 
their death, riamely Roger Bernard, Adam Fofter, 
and Robert Lawfon, of Bury, after they hnd made their 
prayer, being at the {take, and the tormentors attending 
the fire, they moft triumphantly ended their lives, in 
fuch a happy and bleffed condition, as did notably fet 
forth their conftancy.and joyful end, to the great praife 
of God, and their commendation in him, and alfo to 
the encouragement of others in the fame quarrel to do 
the like. The Lord of ftrength fortify us to ftand as 
his true foldiers in what ftanding foever he fhall think 
it good to place us. Amen. 

In the examination of Roger Bernard, you heard a 
little before, how he was compared by the priefts there 
to John Fortune, and called his fcholar. This John 
Fortune, otherwife called Cutler, of Hintlcfham, in 
Suffolk, was by ''his occupation a black-fmith, whom 
they had before them in examination a little before, on 
the 20th day of April. In fpirit he was zealous and 
ardent, in the fcriptures ready, in Chrift's caufe ftout 
and valiant, in his anfwers marvellous, and no lefs pa- 
tient in his wrongful fuffering, than conftarit in his doc- 
trine. Whether he was burnt or died in prifon, I can- 
not certainly find 5 but I rather fuppofe that he was 
burnt. Certain it is, howfoever, he was made away 
with, as he never y ielded. What his anfwers and exami- 
nations were before Dr. Parker and the bifliop, you 
fhall hear, although not with his own mouth fpoken, 
yet with his own hand written <what he did fay, as fol- 
lowcth. 

fbe FIRST EXAMINATION of JOHN FORTUNE 
before Dr. PARKER and Mr. FOSTER. 

FIRST, Dr. Parker afked me how I believed in the 
catholic faith. 
And I afked him which faith he meant; whether the 
faith that Stephen had, or the faith of them that put 
Stephen to death. 

Dr. Parker being moved, faid, What an impudent 
fellow is this? You fhall foon fee anon, he will deny 
the blefled facrament of the altar. 

Then faid Mr. Fofter, I know you well enough. 
You are a bufy merchant. How fayeft thou by the 
blefled mafs? 
And I flood frill and made no anfwer. 
Then faid Fofter, Why fpeakeft thou no", arid make 
the gentleman an anfwer? 

And I faid, Silence is a good anfwer o a foolifh 
queftion. 

Then faid Dr. Parker, I am fure he will deny the 
bleffed facrament of the altar alfo. 

And I anfwered, I know none fuch but only the 
facrament of the body and blood of our Lord and Savi- 
our Jefus Chrift. 

Then faid Dr. Parker, You deny the order of the 
feven facraments. And why doft not thou believe in 
the facrament of the altar ? ■ 

And I anfwered, Becaufe it is not written in God's 
book. 

Then, faid he, you will not believe unwritten 
verities. 

And I anfwered, I will believe that thofe unwritten 
verities that agiee with the written verities be true: 
but thofe unwritten verities that are of your own making, 
and inventions of your own brain, I do not believe. 

Well, faid Mr. Fofter, you fhall be whipped and 
burned for this gear. 
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Then anfwered I, It you knew how thefe words do 
rejoice my heart, you would not have fpoken them. 

Then faid Mr. Fofler, Away, thou fool, doft thou 
rejoice in whipping ? 

Yes, anfwered I, for it is written in the fcriptures, 
and Chrift faith, Thou (halt be whipped for my name's 
fake: and fince the time that the fword of tyranny 
came into your hands, I heard of none that were 
whipped. Happy were I, if I had the maiden-head of 
this perfecution. 

Away with him then, laid he, for he is ten times 
worfe than Samuel : and fo he was carried to prifon 

Tbe SECOND EXAMINATION of JOHN FOR- 
TUNE, before the BISHOP of NORWICH. 

WHEN I came before the bifliop, he afked me if 
I did not believe in the catholic church. 
I anfwered, 1 believe that church whereof Chrift is 
the head. 

Then faid the bifliop, Doft thou not believe that the 
pope is fupreme head of the church ? 

And I anfwered, No, Chrift is the head of the true 
church. 

Bifhop. So do I believe alfo : but the pope is God's 
vicar upon earth, and the head of the church, and I 
believe that he hath power to forgive fins alfo. 
. Fortune. The pope is but a man, and the prophet 
David faith, " That no man can deliver his brother, 
nor make agreement unto God for him; for it coft 
more to redeem their fouls, fo that he muft let that 
alone for ever." 

And the bifliop again fetching about a great circum- 
ftance, faid, Like as the bell-weather weareth the bell, 
and is the head of the flock of fheep: fo is the pope 
our head. And as the hives of bees have a mafter-bee 
that bringeth the bees to the hive again: fo doth our 
head bring us home again to our true church. 

Then I afked him, w hether the pope were a fpiritual 
man. And he faid, Yea. And 1 faid again, They are 
fpiteful men ; for in 17 months there were three popes, 
and one poifoned another for that prefumptuous feat of" 
Antichrift. 

Bijfjop. It is malicioufly fpoken, for thou muft obey 
the power and not the man. And thus was the pope 
denied to be fup sme head. Well, what fayeft thou to 
the ceremonies of the church ? 

And I anfwered, ■' All things that are not planned by 
my heavenly l ather, fhall be plucked up by the roots," 
faith our Saviour : for they are not from the beginning, 
neither fhall they continue to the end. 

Bijhop. They are good and godly, and neceffary to 
be ufed. 

Fortune. St. Paul called them weak and beg- 
garly. 

Bi/hop. No, that is a lie. 

1 hearing that, faid, that St. Paul writeth thus in 
the fourth chapter to the Galatians, " You foolifh. 
Galatians, (faith he) who hath bewitched you, that ye 
feek to be in bondage to thefe weak and beggarly cere- 
monies?" Now which of you doth lie, you or St. Paul? 
And alfo it is faid, That works inftituted, and enjoined 
without the commandment of God, pertain not to the 
worfhip of God, according to the text, Matth. xv. 
" In vain do men worfhip me with men's traditions 
and commandments." And St. Paul, " Wherefore do 
ye carry us away from the grace of Chrift to another 
kind of dodrine?" And Chrift openly rebuked the 
fcribes, lawyers, pharifees, doiftors, priefts, bifhops, 
and- hypocrites, for making God's commandments of 
none effect, to fupport their own tradition. 

Bijhop. Thou lieft, there is not fuch a word in all 
the fcriptures, thou impudent heretic. Thou art worfe 
than all other heretics; for Hooper and Bradford 
allow them to be good, and thou doft not. Away 
with him. 

Here you may perceive how that the catholic church 
cannot err, but whatfocver they fay muft needs be true. 

And 
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t lie, as ic may appear to 



And fo my Lord bifliop ci 
all men plainly in the next. 

The THIRD EXAMINATION of JOHN POR- 
'J UNE, before the BISHOP of NORWICH. 

r T"'HE next day I was brought before the laid bifliop 
A again, where he preached a fermon upon the fixth 
chapter of St. John's gofpel, from Chrift's words, " I 
am the bread that came down from heaven," &c. 
And thcr 
pofe. Sc 



Chrift? 



How bclie-veft thou in 
Doft thou not believ 
an, there is the real fubfta 



the facrament of 
, that after the 
ice of the body of 



tie. That is the greateft plague that ever came 
into England. 

Bilhop. Why fo? 

Fortune. If I were a bifhop, and you a poor man 
as 1 am, I would be afhamed to afk fuch a queftion : 
for a bilhop fhould be apt to teach and not to learn. 

Bi/hop. I am appointed by the law to teach, you 

Fortune. Your law breaketh out very well : for you 
have burned up the true bifhops and preachers, and 
maintained liars in their (lead. 

Bi/hop. Now you may underftand that he is a traitor: 
for he denieth the higher powers. 

Fortune. I am no traitor: for St. Paul faith, " All 
fouls muft obey the higher powers," and I rcfift 
' ; higher powers concerning my body ' 



doctri 



: wherewith yot 



ft 

)uld infecT: 



ickly 



refift y. 

Then faid a doctor, My lord, y< 
him anfwer fhortly to his articles. 

Bifljop. How fayeft thou? mak< 
to thefe articles. 

Fortune. St. Paul faith, Hcb. x. " Chrift did one 
facrifice once for all, and fat him down at the right 
hand of his Father," triumphing over hell and death, 
making inteiceffion for fins. 

Biflmp. I afk thee no fuch queftion, but make an- 
fwer to this article. 

Fortune. If it be not God before the confecration, 
t is not God after: for God is without beginning and 



witho 



uitng. 



Bijbop. Lo, what a.ftiff heretic is this! He hath 
denied all together: how fayeft thou? Is it idolatry to 
worfhip the bleffed facrament or no? 

Fortune. God is a Spirit, and will be worfhipped 
in fpirit and truth. 

Bijhop. I afk thee no fuch queftion: anfwer me 
directly. 

Fortune. I anfwer, that this is the God Mauzzim, 
that robbeth God of his honour. 

Jlijbop. It is pity that the ground beareth thee, or 
that thou haft a tongue to fpeak. 

Then faid the fcribe, Here are a great many ar- 
ticles. 

Then faid the bilhop, Away with him : for he hath 
fpoken too much. 

The LAST EXAMINATION of J. FORTUNE. 

W HEN I came to mine examination again, the 
bilhop afked mc if I would ftand unto mine an- 
fwers that I made before: and 1 faid, yea; for 1 had 
lpoken nothing but the truth. And after that he made 
a great circumftance upon the facrament. 

Then I defircd him to ftand to the texr, and he read 
the gofpel on Corpus Chrifti day, which faid, " I am 
the bread which came down from heaven:" believed 
thou not this? and I did, Yea truly. 

And he faid, Why doft thou deny the facrament? 
Becaufe your doctrine is falfe, faid I. 
Then, faid he, how can that be falfe which is fpoken 
in the fcripture? 

And I anfwered, Chrift faid, "I am the bread:" 



; he. Therefoi 



your doctrine 
that the bread is 



And he faid, Doft thou no 
he? I anfwered, No. 

Jlijbop. I will bring thee to it by the fcripturcs 
Fortune. Hold that faft,- my lord : for that is' the 
beft argument that you have had yet 

Bijbop. Thou fhalt be burned like an heretic 
Fortune. Who fhall give judgment upon me? 
Bijhop. 1 will judge an hundred fuch as thou art 
and never be fhriven upon it. ' 

Fortune. Is there not law for the fpirituality, as well 
as for the temporality? ' " 

And fir Clement Higham faid, Yes, what m eane ft 
thou by that? " m 
Fortune. When a man is perjured by the law, he is 
call over the bar, and fitteth no more in judsmenr 
And the bilhop is a perjured man, and ought not to fit 



in judgm 
Jlijbop 



How proveft thou that ? • 
. Becaufe you took an oath in king Henry's 
fift the pope. So both fpiritual and temporal 
perjured, that here can be no true judgment. 
Bijhop. Thinkeft thou to efcape judgment by that> 
No : for my chancellor fhall judge thee. He took no 
oath, for he was then out of the realm. 

C Higham. It is time to weed out fuch fellows as 
you arc, indeed. 

Bijhop. Good fellow, why believeft thou not in 
the facrament of the altar? 

Fortune. Becaufe I find it not in God's book, nor 
yet in the doctors. Jf it were there, I would believe it 
with all my heart. 

Bijbop. How knoweft thou it is not there? 
Fortune. Becaufe it is contrary to the fecond com- 
mandment: and feeing it is not w ritten in God's book, 
why do you then rob mc of my life? 

Then the bifliop having no more to fay, commanded 
the bailiff to take him. 

And thus much concerning the examinations of 
this man. Now whether he died in fire, or was 
otheru ife prevented with death, as I faid before, I am 
uncertain. 

In the regifter of Norwich this 1 do find, that his 
fentence of condemnation was drawn and rcgiitcrcd; 
but whether it was pronounced, is not expreffed in the 
faid regifter, according as the ufual manner of the 
notary is fo to declare, in the end of the fentence. Nc- 
vcrthelefs this is moft certain, that he never abjured nor 
recanted, howfoever it plcafed the Lord by death to call 
him out of the world. 



The DEATH of JOHN CARELESS, in the King's- 
Bench. 

ABOUT the firft of July, John Carclefs, of Coventry, 
weaver, died in the King's-Bench prifon: who 
though he were by the fecret judgment of Almighty 
God prevented by death, fo that he came not to the full 
martyrdom of his body, yet is he no lefs worthy to be 
counted in honour and place of Chrift's martyrs, than 
others that fulfercd moft cruel torments; as well becaufe 
he was for the fame truth's fake a long time imprifoned, 
as alfo for his willing mind and zealous affection he had 
thereunto, if the Lord had fo determined it, as may 
well appear by his examination before Dr. Martin. 
Which examination, becaufe it contained nothing almoft 
but wrangling interrogatories, and matters of conteiv 
tion, wherein Dr. Martin would enter into no conimu- 
nication about the articles of his accufation, but only 
urged him to detect his fellows, it is not therefore 
greatly material to exprefs the whole, but only to infert 
fo much as pertains to the queftion of predeftination, 
which may bring fome fruit to the reader. 

The Effect of JOHN CARELESS's EXAMINATION 
before Dr. MARTJN, briefly declared. 

FIRST, Dr. Martin calling John Carelcfs to him in 
his chamber, demanded what was his name? To 
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whom when the^rtherhad anCwered, that his .name was 
John Carelefs, rhenbe^ao Pr- Martin to defcant at his 
pleafure upon that name, faying, that it would appear 
by : his .condition, rby that .time he had done with 
him, .that he would he 3 ..trpe .carelefs man indeed. 
And fp after a deal of iunneceflary.talk there (pent about 
nyich needlefs matter, then .he.a^ked him .where he was 
born. 

Forfooth, frith Carelefs, at Coventry. 

Martin. At Coventry ? What, fo far, man ? How 
.cajtneft thou hither? Who fept thee to ,the King's- 
[bsnqh t prifon .? 

Carelefs. I .was brought hither by a writ, ;I think; 
.what it was I .Cflnnat.tell. I fuppofe maftcr Marflial 
can tell ypu. 

Marflial. In .good fairh I cannot tell what the : mat- 
.tcr js; but. indeed my lord chief juftice fent him from 
the bar. 

Martin. Well, Carelefs, I would thou fliquldrtpjay 
the yrtfe .man'* part. Thou art a handfome man, and 
;itis,a pity bqt thou fliouldft do well, and fave that 
which Gqd hath bought. . 

Carelefs. I thank your good mafterfhip rnoft hearti- 
ly:. and 1 put you out of doubt, that J am moft fure 
,and certain of my falvation by Jcfus Chrift; fo that my 
foul is-frfe .already, whatfoever pains my body, fufterhere 
,fpr a little time. 

"Martin. Yea marry, you fay truth. For thou art 
.fo predeftinate to life, that thou canft not perifh in 
whatfoever opinion thou, doft die. 

Carelefs. That God hath predeftinated me-to, eternal 
life in Jefus Chrift, I am moft certain, .and -even fo am ; 
I fure that his Holy Spirit (wherewith I am fealed) will 
preferve me from all herefies and evil opinions, that I 
.fhall. die in none at all. ; 

Martin. Go to, let me hear thy faith in prcdeftina- 
tion. For that (hall be written alfo. J 

Carelefs. Your mafterfhip fhall pardon me herein. ! 
;For you . faid .yogrfelf erenow, that you had no com-, 
million to examine my confeience. I will trouble.my- 
felf with anfwering no more matters than, I ncedsmuft, 
until I come before them, that fhall have more autho- 
rity further to examine me. 

Martin. I tell thee then I have a comtnifTion and 
commandment from the council to examine thee:; for 
they delivered me thy articles. 

Carelefs. Yea, I think indeed that your rriaftcrfliip 
is appointed to examine me of my articles, which ( you 
have there in writing, and I . have told you the truth. 
L.do. confefs- them to be mine own fact and deed : but 
you do now examine mc of predeftination, whereof, my 
articles fpeak .nothing, at, all. 

Martin. I tell thee yet again, that I rnuft a(fq exa- 
mine thee of fuch things as be in controverfy between 
thee.and thy fellows in the King'srbench, whprepf. pre- 
deftination is a part, as thy fellow .N hath cpnfefled, 

and thyfelf doft not deny it. 

..Carelefs. I .do not deny it. But he that fi.rft 
told you that, might have found .himfclf much better 
occupied. 

Martin. Why, what if hq h4d not. told me, rhinkeft 
thou.,that I would not have known it? Yes,.or el.le thou 
fhouldft have withftood .my! commiflipn. . For I tell 
thee the truth, 1 may now examine thee pf the blcfled 
facrament, or any other thing that I like,, but that . I 
would tfhew thee favour, and not be. too hnfty with thee 
at the.firft. 

Marflial. . Yea. , indeed, .Carelefs, Mr. . Doflor, hath 
a commifllon . -tp examine , ypu or: any, other pf your 
fellows. 

.Martin. ..Yea, marry that I .have, ; I -tell thee- thci 
truth. of it. 

.Carelefs. Then let,. your- fcribe.fet his pcn.tp thej 
, paper, and you fhall have.it roundly,, even as the truth ; 
•is. 1 believe that Almighty. God, our moft dear..lp,ving!| 
Father, of his. great mercy. and. infinite goodnefs, did!; 
elect in Chrift. 

Martin. Tufli, what, need of all that : long circum- 1 1 
fiance? Write, I, believe .Gpd elected j, and make. 110'; 
iJiore ado. ' ! I 

46. 
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Carelefs, N/>, not fo, ,Mf. Lector,: /t PiP b'sj? 
myft^y, ^JBdjpught reveVen'tJy I bs.e.fpqkeo.flf. Apcj.lf 
my words may-nqt be wjcitfcn asf do wt^r them, }■ »'>U 
not fpeak at all. 

Ma rtj n . ; g 0 to, go .to, write V&at he wifl. Her? 
js r^pre^nfinefs than needeth. 

Cfucdefe. "I ..bcJieye .that AlfPigtlty.God, pur : rnoft 
dear .and .loving Father, . of -his great, mercy and .infinite 
goodaefs .(through Jefus' Chrilty, did' elect and appoint 
in him before the foundation of the earth was laid, : a 
.church or congregation, which .he .doth continually 
guide and gpvern'.by his. grace and -Holy Spirit, fpihar 
not one of them fhall -evfr finaliy ( perifti. 

When this was written, ttif. L)pc1pr took .it in bis 
hand, and read it, paying, 

•Why, who will deny .this ? 

Carelefs. If your ,rpafVcrfhip -do allow this, anjjl 
other learned men when they . fhall fee ~/t, I 'h^vc rny 
heart's defire. 

Martin. fad dp you hold pp pthcrwife ,than is 
here written ? 

Carelefs. No verily, ^qr n.eyer, did. 

Martin. -Write what. he frith, <pther,wife hcjhpldeth 
not. So.that jwas wrjtten. 

Martin. It was told me alfo, that thou doft affirm. 
That Chfjft did not die effectually ; fqr all men. 

Carelefs. Whatfoever hath been told you, it is not 
much material unto me. Let the. tellers of fuch tales 
come before my face, and ; I truft to make them anfwer. 
For indeed I do helicvc that Chrift did effectually d^e 
for all thofe tri.it do effectually repent and' believe, .aojj 
for no other. So thatwas .written allb. 

Martin. Now, fir, what is Trcw's faith.of .predefti- 
. nation ? Ife-belic.veth.that all-men are predeftinate, and 
that none fhall.be damned, doth he not? 

Carelefs. No forfooth, that he doth not. 

Martin. Hp. w then? 

Carelefs. Truly I think Jie doth believe as your 
mafteribip and the reft of the clergy do bcliev.e of prc- 
deftinacion; that we .are elected In refpeft of pur good 
works, and fo lpflg elected as , we ;do them, aiid op 
longer. 

.Martin. -Write ywhat -he faith, T,hat ,hiSjfet!ow 
Trcvv jbejieypth pf ;p.rcdcfti/iafLpn ias t)ie papiiTs do 
belie ye. 

Carelefs. .AhjiSnaftcr Pqdlpr, ,did ,I ..fq term , yp,H? 
Seeing that this my confeffion 'fhafl conie befqre the 
council, 1 pray you place my terms as reverently as I 
fpcak : theni. 

•Martin. Well, well, write that Trcw is of the fame 
faith as the catholics' be. 

Carelefs. I did not. fq call you neither ;• I wonder 
what you mean. 

Martin. You faid the clergy, did you noti? 

Carelefs. Yes forfooth did I. • So '■ then it was writ- 
ten of the clergy. 

•Martin. 'Now.-fir, what' fay you more ? 

Carelefs. Forfooth ■ I have' no further to' fay in this 

•Martin. Well, Carelefs, I pray thee prove thyfelf a 
■ wife man, and do, not caft away thy life wilfully." 

Carelefs. Now the Lord ' he • k'noweth, good 'Mr. 
-Dfxftor, I would full' gladly live, fothar'I might-do' the 
fame with a fafe confeience. -And your* ma.fterfhip 
fliall right well perceive that I will be no wilful man, 
but iti all things that I'ftand upon ; I ' will have ; fure 
ground. 

Martin. -Now the ( Lord knqweth, good Carelcis, 
that I would gladly make fome means to preferve -thy 
life. But thou fpeakeft fo much of the Lordj the 
Lord ; wilt thou be content to gewith my lord Fitz- 
water into Ireland ? Methinks thou art a handfome 
fellow,, and vypujd.do^hejgueen^aiervice.tjiere. ,W ; hat 
fay eft thou? 

Carelefs. Verily, Mr. Doctor, whether I be in Ire- . 
land,- Prance, .or ,Spaip,,..pr , any .place elfe,, 1, am ffady' 
to do her grace the belt jfif yicc_ that L cap, ( . ,withf body, 
goods, aijd life, Co long- : a^ ; if doth larf. ' 

Martin. rTh,at : .is:..bpneftly./aid, L I ..prpmife rhee 
every nian will not fay fo. Flow fay you/M r -.Marfba! ? 
6 L . ... 
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This man is meet for all manner of fcrvice. Indeed 
thou art worthy, Carelefs, to have the more favour. 
- Carelefs. Indeed, fir, I hope to be meet and ready 
unto all things, that pertain unto a true chriftian fub- 
iedr. to do. And if her grace or her officers under 
her do require of me to do any thing contrary to 
Chrift's religion, I am ready alfo to do my fervice in 
Smithfield for not obferving ir, as my bed-fellow 
and other worthy brethren have done, praifed be liod 

^Martin. By my troth thou art as pleafant a fellow as 
ever I talked with of all the proteftants, except it were 
Tomfon I am forry that 1 muft depart from thee fo 
foon ; but I have fuch bufinefs now, that I can tarry with 
thee no longer. Well, yet thou canft not deny, but 
you are at variance among yourfelves in the Kmg's- 
bench, and it is fo throughout all your congregation : 
for you will not be a church. ■ 

Carelefs. No, mafter Dodtor, that is not fo. There 
is a thoufand times more variety in opinions among your 
dodtors, which you call of the catholic church, yea 
and that in the facrament, for which there is fo much 
blood fhed now-a-days, I mean of your latter doc- 
tors and new writers; as for the old, they agree wholly 

W1 Martin. No, Carelefs, this is not fo; there thou 
art deceived. 

Carelefs. Verily it is fo, mafter Dodor; I am not 
deceived therein anything at all as it hath been, and is 
evidently proved by fuch as God hath indued with great 

lea Then'he turned » the marfhal, and whifpered with 
him a while. , ' 

Turning to me again, he faid, Farewel, Carelefs i : 
for I can tarry no longer with thee now, my bufinefs 

1S Carelefs. God be with you, my good mafter Doc- 
tori the Lord give your mafterfhip health of body 

^Martin. God have mercy, good Carelefs, and God 
keep thee from all errors, and give thee grace to do as 
•well as I would wifti myfelf. 

Carelefs. I thank your good mafterfhip: I pray 
God I may do always that which is acceptable in his 
fight. Whereunto they all faid, Amen. And fo 1 
■departed with a glad heart; God only have the whole 
praife, Amen. 

It appeareth by the examination of the faid John 
- Carelefs, that he fuffered two whole years imprifon- 
ment, having a wife and children. When he was 
• in Coventry gaol, he was in fuch credit with the 
keeper, that upon his word he was let out to play 
in the pageant about the city with his companions, 
.always returning punctually to prifon again. at the hour 
appointed. . . 

After that, being brought to London, he was indued 
. -with fuch patience and conflant fortitude, that he 
longed for nothing more earneftly, than the promotion 
, of dying in the fire for the profeflion of his faith .: but it 
pleating God to prevent him by death in the prifon, he 
was buried in the fields in a dunghill. 

While he was prifoner in the King's-bench, he hap- 
pened to be very much troubled in confeience, where- 
upon he wrote to Mr. Philpot, then in biftiop Bonner's 
'. coal-houfe : upon occafion whereof, Mr. Philpot fent 
him an epiftle of confolation, which is inferted before 
among Mr. Philpot's letters. Unto which epiftle John 
Carelefs made the following anfwer. 



LETTER I. 

From Mr. John Careless, /'» anfwer to the loving Epiftle 
fent to bimby Mr. John Philpot. 

A faithful friend is a ftrong defence ; whofo findeth 

fuch a one, findeth a treafurc. 
A faithful friend hath no peer; the weight of gold 

and filver is nono be compared to the goodnefs 

of his faith. 



A faithful friend is a medicine of Life, and they that 
fear the Lord lhall find him, Ecclef: vi. 

^pHE Father of mercy and God of all confolation, 
X comfort you with his eternal Spirit, my moft dear 
and faithful loving friend, good Mr. Philpot, as you 
have comforted me by the mighty operation of the 
fame; the everlafting God therefore be praifed 'for 
ever, Amen. ■ 

Ah, my' dear heart, and moft loving brother, if I 
fhould do nothing elfe day and night, fo long as the days 
of heaven do endure, but kneel on. my knees, and read 
pfalms, I can never be able to render unto God fufficient 
thanks, for his great mercy, fatherly kihdnefs, and mofl 
loving compaffion extended unto me mofl vile, finful, 
wicked, and unworthy wretch. O that the Lord would 
open my mouth, and give me a thankful heart, that from 
the bottom of the fame might flow his continual praife. 
O that my finful flefh (which is thecaufe of farrow) were 
clean feparated from me, that I might ling pfalms of 



thankfe 



-.fgivingu 



o the Lord's name for ever; that with 



good Samuel's mother, I might continually record this 
noble verfe following, which by the good experience I 
have found moft true, praifed be my God therefore. 

"The Lord (faith that good woman) killeth and 
maketh alive ; he bringeth down to hell, and fetcheth 
up again. Praifed be the Lord for ever, yea, and 
praifed be his name for that he hath given me true ex- 
perience and lively feeling of the fame. Bleffed be 
the Lord God, whofe mercy endureth for ever, which 
hath not dealt with me according to my deferts, nor 
deftroyed me in his difpleafure when I had juftjyde- 
ferved it. Oh, what reward fhall I give again unto the 
Lord for all the great benefits that he hath done for my 
foul ! I will gladly receive the cup of falvation at his 
hand, and will worfhip his name with prayer and with 
praife." 

Ali, my dear heart, yea moft dear to me irt the 
Lord, think not this fudden change in me to be fome 
fickle phantafy of my foolifli head, (as indeed fome 
others would furcly fufpeift it to be) for doubtlefs it is 
the marvellous doing of the Lord, moft merciful unto 
me his unworthy creature. God, for his great mercy's 
fake, give me grace to be more thankful unto him than 
1 heretofore have been, and keep me that I never fall 
from his favour again. 

And how, my dear brother, and moft blefTed mef- 
fenger of the Lord, whofe beautiful feet have brought 
many glad tidings to my foul; what fhall I do or fay 
unto you, in the leaft part to recompenfe the fatherly 
affeaion and godly care that you continually keep for 
me? O that_God would give me the fpirit of fervent 
prayer, that J might yet that way fupply fome little 
part of my duty toward you. Ah, my true loving 
friend, how foon did you lay afide all other bufinefs, to 
make a fweet plaifter for my wounded confeience, yea, 
and that out of a painful pair of flocks, which place 
muft needs be uneafyto write in; but God hath brought 
you into a ftrait place, that you might fet my foul nt 
liberty. Out. of your pinching and painful feat, you have 
plentifully poured upon me your precious ointment, 
the fweet favour whereof hath greatly refreftied fny tired 
foul. The Lord likewife refrefh you, both bodyNind 
foul, by pouring the oil of his gracious Spirit in your 
fweet heart. 

Ah, good Jeremy, hath Phaffor put thee into the 
flocks ? why, now thou haft the reward of a prophet. 
Thy glory never began to appear until now. I doubt 
not but ftiortly, inftcad of Ahikam, the fori of Shapharn, 
Jesus the Son of the living God will come and deliver 
thee forth of the hand* of all thine enemies, and alfo 
make good, againft them and their antichriftian fyna- 
gogue, all the words that thou haft fpoken in his name. 
The Lord hath made thee this day a ftrong defenced 
tower, an iron pillar, and a brazen wall againft the 
whole rabble of Antichrift : and though they fight 
againft thee ever fo fiercely, yet fhall they not over- 
come thee, for the Lord himrelf is with thee to help 
and deliver thee: and he will rid thee out of the hands 
of the wicked, and will deliver thee out of the hands ot 
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the tyrants. And in that you are not bufy in carting 
pearls before fwine,. nor in giving the holy things unto 
dogs, you are much to be commended in my fimple 
judgment. And fure I am that your circumfpca and 
Jnodefl: behaviour hitherto hath been as much to God's 



glory, 



and to the lhamc and confufion of your enemies, 



Is any men's doings that are gone before you. 

Wherefore my advice and mod earned defire is, with 
all other of your loving friends, that you ftill keep that 
order with thofe blood-thirfty (heep-biters, bifhops 1 
(hould fay, that you have begun. For though in con- 
clufion they will furely have your blood, yet (hall they 
come by it with fhame enough, and to their perpetual 
infamy whilft the world doth endure. They would in- 
deed condemn you in private, to darken God's glory, 
if it might be: but Satan's thoughts are not unknown 
to you, and the depth of his fubtilty is by you well 
forefeen. Therefore let them do whatfoever God (hall 
fuffer them to do: for I know all things (hall turn to 
your benefit. Though you lie in the dark, fullied 
with the biftiop's black coal-duft; yet (hall you be 
(hortly reftored to the heavenly light, and be made as 
white as fnow in Salmon, as the wings of a dove that is 
covered with filver wings, and her feathers like gold. 
You know the veflel, before it is made bright, is 
foiled with oil and other things, that it may fcour the 
better. 

O happy be you that you be now in the fcourlng- 
houfe j for {hortly you (hall be fet upon the celeftial (helf 
as bright as angels. Therefore, my dear heart, I will 
now, according to your loving requeft, caft away all 
care, and rejoice with you, and praife God for you, and 
pray for you day and riight ; yea, I will now, with 
God's grace, fing pfalms of praife and thankfgiving 
with you. For now my foul is turned to her old reft 
again, and hath taken a fweet nap in Chrift's lap. I 
have caft my care upon the Lord, who careth for me, 
and will be carelefs, according to my name, in that 
refpedt you would have me. I will leave out my un- 
feemly addition as long as 1 live: for it can take no 
.place where true faith and hope is refident. So foon as 
,J had read your moft godly and comfortable letter, my 
forrows vanilhed away as fmoke in the wind, my fpirit 
revived, and comfort came again, whereby I am fure 
the. Spirit of God was .the author of it. 

O my good Mr. Philpot, which art a principal pot 
indeed filled with moft precious liquor, as it appeared! 
by the plenteous pouring forth of the fame: O pot moft 
happy, of the high Potter ordained to honour, which 
doft contain fuch heavenly treafure in the earthen veflel : 

0 pot thrice happy, in whom Chrift hath, wrought a 
great miracle, altering, thy nature, and turning water 
into, wine, and that of the beft, whereout the mafter 
of the feaft hath filled my cup fo. full, that I am become 
drunken hi the joy of the Spirit through the fame. 
When martyrdom (hall break .thee, O veflel of honour, 

1 know the fragrant favour of thy precious ointment 
will much rejoice the heavy hearts of Chrift's true 
members, although the Judafes will grudge and mur- 
mur at the fame; yea, and burft out into words of 
(lander, faying, It is but lofs and wafle. 

Be not offended, dear heart, at my metaphorical 
fpeech; for I am difpofed to be merry, and with David 
to dance before the ark.of the Lord: and though you 
play upon a pair of organs not very comely or eafy to 
the flefti, yet the fweet found that came from the fame, 
caufeth me thus to do. O that I were with you in 
body, as prcfent I am in fpirit, that I might fing all care 
away in Chrift : jfor now the time of comfort is come. 
I hope to be with you ftiortly, if all things happen 
right; for my old friends, of Coventry have put the 
council in remembrance of me, not fix days ago, faying, 
lam more worthy to be burned than any that was burned 
yet. God's bleffing on their hearts for their good re- 
port. God make me worthy of that dignity, and haften 
the time that I may fet forth his glory. 

Pray for me, dear heart, I befecch you, and defire 
all your company to do the fame, aud I will pray God 
for you all, fo long as I live. And now farewel in 
Chrift, thou.blefled of God's own mouth, 1 will for a 



time to take my leave, but not my laft farewcl. Blefied 
be the time that ever I came into the King's-Bench, to 
be joined in love and fellowfliip with fuch dear children 
of the Lord. My good brother Bradford (hall not be 
dead while you are alive: for verily the fpirit of him 
doth reft on you in a moft ample manure. Your letters 
of comfort unto me in each point do agree, as though 
the one were a copy of the other. He hath planted -in 
me, and you do water, the Lord give good increafe. 
My dear brethren and fellow-priloners here, have them 
humbly and heartily commended unto you and your* 
company, mourning for your mifery, but yet rejoicing 
for your plenteous confolation and comfort in Chrift. 
We are all chearful and merry under our crofs, and do 
lack no neceflarics, praifed be God for his providence 
and great mercy towards us for evermore, Amen. 

LETTER II. 

From Mr. John Careless to bis Wife. 

AS by the great mercy of God, at the time of his 
good will and providence appointed, my dearly 
beloved wife, you and I were joined together in the 
holy and chrift ian ftate of godly matrimony, as well to 
our great joy and comfort in Chrift, as alfo to the in- 
creafe of his blcffed church and faithful congregation, 
by having lawful children by and in the fame, with 
which God of his mercy hath blcffed us, praifed be his 
name therefore: even fo now by his merciful will and 
divine ordinance, the time is come (fo far as I can per- 
ceive) wherein he will, for his glory and our eternal 
comfort, diffblve the fame, and feparate us afundcr 
again for a time. Wherefore 1 thought it good, yea, 
and my bounden duty, by this fimple letter to provoke, 
flir, and admonifli you, to behave yourfelf in all your 
doings, fayings, and thoughts, moft thankfully unto 
our good God for the fame. And therefore, my dear 
wife, as you have heartily rejoiced in the Lord, and 
oftentimes given God thanks for his goodnefs, in bring- 
ing us together in his holy ordinance : even fo now°I 
defire you, when this time of our feparation (hall come, 
to rejoice with me in the Lord, and to give him moft 
hearty thanks, that he hath (to his glory and our cndlefs 
advantage) feparated us again for a little timer and hath 
mercifully taken me unto himfclf, out of this rniferable 
world into his celeftial kingdom ; believing and hoping 
alfo afluredly, that God of his goodnefs, for his Son 
Chrift's fake, will ftiortly bring you, and your dear chil- 
dren, thither to me, that we may moft joyfully together 
fing praifes unto his glorious name for ever. And yet 
once again I defire you, for the love of God, and as 
ever you loved me, to rejoice with me, and to give 
God continual thanks for doing his moft merciful will 
. upon me. 

I hear fay, that you do oftentimes repeat this godly 
faying, «« The Lord's will be fulfilled." Doubtlefs it 
rejoi'ceth my poor heart to hear that report of you; and 
for the Lord's fake ufe that godly prayer continually, 
teach your children; and family to fay the fame day and 
night : and not only fay it with yxwr tongues, but alfo 
with your heart and mind, and joyfully fubmit your 
will to God's will in very deed, knowing and believing 
afluredly, that nothing ftiall come to you or any of 
your's, othcrwife than it (hall be his almighty and fa- 
therly good-will and pleafure, and for your eternal com- 
fort and advantage. Which thing to be moft true and 
certain, Chrift teflifieth in his holy gofpel, faying, " Are 
not two little fparrows fold for a farthing, and yet net 
one of them (hall perifh without the will of our heavenly 
Father?" And he concludeth, faying, " Fear not ye 
therefore, for ye are better than many fparrows." As 
though he (hould have faid, If God have fuch refpedfc 
and care for a poor fparrow, which is not worth one 
farthing, that it (hall not be taken in the lime-twig, net, 
orpitfal, unlefs it be his good will and pleafure; you 
may be well aflurcd, that not one of you (whom he fa 
dearly loveth, that he hath given his oply dear Son for 
you) ftiall perifti, or depart out of this rniferable life, 
without his almighty good, will and pleafure. 

Therefore, 
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Therefore, dear wife, put your truft and confidence 
wholly and only in him, and ever pray that his will be 
fulfilled, and not your's, except it be agreeable to his 
wills which I pray God it may ever be, Amen. And 
as for worldly things, take you no care, but be you well 
afiured the Lord, your dear God and Father, will not 
fee you nor your's lack, if you continue in his love and 
childlv fear, and keep a clear confeience from all kind 
of idolatry, fuperftition, and wickednefs, as my truft . 
is that you will do, although it be with the lofs and 
danger of this temporal .life. And, good Margaret, 
fear not them that can but kill the body (and yet can 
they not do that until God give them leave), but fear to 
difpleafe him that can kill both body and foul, and caft 
them into hell-firc. Let not the remembrance of your 
children keep you from God. The Lord himfelf will 
be a father and a mother, better than ever you or I 
could have been unto them. He himfelf will do all 
things neceffary for them. He hath given his angels 
charge over them, therefore commit them unto him. 
But if you may live with a clear confeience, (for elfc i 
would not have you to live) and fee the bringing up of 
your children yourfclf, look thac you nurture them in 
the fear of God, nnd keep them far from idolatry, fu- 
perftition, and other kind of wickednefs ; and:for God's 
fake help them to fome learning if it be poffible, that 
they may increafe in v irtue and godly knowledge, which 
fhall be a better dowry to marry them withal, than any 
worldly ftibftanccj and when they are come to age, pro- 
vide them fuch hufbands as fear God, and love his 
holy word. I charge you take heed that you match 
them not with papifts; and if you live and marry again 
yourfclf (which thing I would wifh youitodoif neod 
require, or clfe not), good wife take heed how you be- 
llow youifclf, that you and my poor children be not 
compelled to wickednefs. But if you fhall be well able 
to live God's true widow, I would counfel you to live 
fo ftili, for the more quictnefs of yourfelf and your poor 
children. Take heed, Margaret, and play the wife 
woman's part. You have warning by others, if you 
will take an example. And thus I commit you and 
my fwect children unto God's moft merciful defence. 
The blefiing of God be with you, and God fend us a 
merry meeting together in heaven. Farewcl in Chrift, 
farewel mine own dear hearts all. Pray, pray. 

LETTER III. 

ihom Mr. John Careless to Mr. -Bradford. 

THE peace of God in Jefus Chrift, the eternal 
comfort of his fweet Spirit, which bath furely fealed 
you unto eternal falvation, be with you, and ftrengthen 
you in your joyful. journey- towards the celeltial Jeru- 
salem (my dear friend, and moft faithful brother Mr. 
Bradford), to the fetting forth of God's glory, and to 
your eternal joy in Chrift, Amen. 

Ever fince that good Mr. Philpot fhewed me your 
laft letter, my dear heart in the Lord, 1 have continued 
in great heavinefs and perplexity; not for any-hurt or 
difcommodity that J can perceive coming towards you, 
unto whom doubtlefs death is made life and:grent feli- 
city, but for the great lofs that God's church here in 
.England fhall fuftain by the taking away of .fo godly, 
worthy, and neceffary an inftrument as the Lord hath 
.made you to, be. 0 that my life, and a thoufand;more 
of fuch wretched lives might .go for your's. O why 
doth God fuffer me and fuch caterpillars to live, that 
can do nothing butconfume the alms of the church,, and 
take away you, fo worthy a workman and labourer in 
the Lord's vineyard ? But woe be to our fins and great 
unthankfulnefs, which is thegreateft caufc of the taking 
away, fuch worthy inftruments of God, as fhould fct 
forth his glory, and inftruct his people. If .we had 
been thankful unto God for the good miniftcrs of .his 
word, we had not been fo loon deprived both of it and 
theni. The Lord forgive our great ingratitude and 
fins, and . give us true repentance and faith, and hold 
his hand of mercy over us, for his dear Son Chrift's 
fake. Take not away, all thy true preachers out. of this 
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realm, O Lord, but leave us a fced, left England be 
made like to Sodom and Gomorrah, when thy true Lots 
be gone. 

But why go I about to mingle your mirth with my 
mourning, and your juft joy with my defcrved fbrrow? 
If 1 e loved you indeed, as I have pretended, I fhould 
furely rejoice with you rnaft heartily, and praife God 
on your behalf from the very bottom of my heart. \ 
fhould praife God day and night for your excellent elec- 
tion in and through his great mercy, and fhould give 
him moft humble thanks for your vocation by his gofpel, 
and your true knowledge in the fame; I lhould earnefl. 
ly praife him for youx Tweet juftification, whereof you 
are moft certain by God's grace and Spirit, and fhould 
inftantly pray unto him -for your glorification, which 
fhall fhortly enfue; I fhould rejoice and be glad to fee 
you fo dignified by-the crowm of martyrdom, and to be 
appointed to that honour, to teftify his truth, and to 
feal it with your blood ; I fhould highly extol the Lord, 
who hath given you a glorious victory overall your ene- 
mies, viiiblc and invrifible, and hath given you grace 
and ftrength to ftniih the tower that you -have begun to 
build. Finally, if I -loved you, I tfhould moft heartily 
rejoice, and be.glad to fee you delivered from this body 
of fin, and-vile prifon.of theflefh, and brought into that 
heavenly tabernacle where you fhall be fafely kept, and 
never offend him more. 

This .and much more fhould I da, if. 'I had a good 
heart towards Gad, or you his dear child. But, alas! 
1 am an hypocrite, and do feck nothing but mine own 
advantage; 1 would ihave God's cverlafting providence 
give place to my peevifh 'will and :purpofe, although it 
were to thc!hindranoe of his glory, and your fweet com- 
fort. God forgive me my horrible ingratitude, fins, 
and offences againft him: and, good brother, do you 
forgive me my great negligence and unthankfulnefs to- 
wards you, and henceforth I promife you, 1 will put my 
will to God's will, and pray that the fame may -be ful- 
filled in you, as long -as you be on this earth ; and when 
you are taken hence, I will moft heartily ipraife the 
Lord for you, fo long as I have my being in this world. 
Ah, my dear heart, now I muft take' my leave .of you, 
and as I think, my laft farewel in this life, but in the lifc 
to. come I am right well alfured we fhall merrily meet 
together, and that fhortly I truft. And in taking of nw 
leave of you, my dear heart in the Lord, I fhall defire 
you faithfully to remember all the fweet mefiages that 
the Lord our good God and moft dear loving Father 
hath fent you by me his moft unworthy fervant, which 
as they arc moft :true, fo. fhall they be moft truly ac- 
complifhed upon you eternally ; and for the more af- 
.furance and certificate ;thoreof to your godly confeience, 
he hath commanded me to repeat the fame unto you 
again, in his own narneiand word. 

Therefore now give 'ear and faithful credence. 
Hearken, O ye heavens, .and thou earth give-car, and 
bear me witnefs at the great day, that I- do here faith- 
fully and truly the Lord's meffageunto his dear fervant, 
his Angularly beloved and elect. child, John Bradford. 
John Bradford, ■ thou art a man fo fpccially beloved <Sf 
God, I pronounce and teftify unto thee in the word and 
name of the Lord Jehovah, that all thy fins, whatfoever 
they be, be they cverfo many, To.grievous, or fo great, 
be fully and freely pardoned, releafcd, and forgiven 
thee, -by the mercy of God in Jefus Chrift, thine only 
Lord and fweet Saviour, in whom thou doft undoubtedly 
believe. Chrift hath eleanfed thee with his blood, and 
clothed thee with his righteoufnefs, and hath made 
.thee in thefight of God his Father, without fpot or 
wrinkle; fo that when the fire dath it's appointed office, 
thou lhalt be received (as a fweec burnt facrifice) into 
heaven, where: thou ihalt joyfullyremain iiv God's pre- 
fen.ee for ever, as the true inheritor of his cverlafting 
■kingdom, unto which thou waft undoubtedly prcdefti- 
.nate and ordained by the Lord's infallible purpofe and 
decree, before the -foundation of the 'world was laid. 
And that- this is moft -'true that >L have faid, I call the 
.whole Trinity, the Almighryand Etcrnal'Majefty of God 
the Father, the Son^and the HolyGhoft, to my record 
at this prefent; -whom :I humbly befcech to confum 
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and ftablifh in thee the true and lively feeling of the 
fame, Amen. 

Now with a merry heart and joyful fpirit, fomething 
mixed with lawful tears, I take my farewel of you, my 
own dear brother in the Lord, who will fend us fhortly a 
merry meeting in his kingdom, that we may both fing 
praifes together unto him with his holy angels and 
bleffed fpirits for ever and ever. Farewel, thou bleffed 
in the Lord, farewel in Chrift, depart unto thy reft in 
the Lord;- and pray for me for God's fake. 

As I had made an end of this fimple letter, I heard 
fome comfort both of good Mr. Philpot's fervant and 
your's; bur, alas, I do fcarcely believe them. Well, I 
will hope in God, and pray all night that God will fend 
Hie fome comfort to-morrow, let me hear four words 
of comfort from you, for God's fake. The blcffing of 
God be with you now and for ever, Amen. 
Your's for ever in the Lord Jefus, 

J. Careless, living in hope againft hope. 

In reading this letter of John Carlefs to Mr. Brad- 
ford above prefixed, wherein he maketh fo much men- 
tion of a certain letter of his fent to him, and of the 
exceeding great confolation he received of the fame, 
thou wilt wifh, pcradventure (good lovin: reader) in 
thy mind, to have fome fight alio of the faid letter of 
Mr. Bradford ; wherefore to fatisfy thy defire, or rather 
to prevent thy petition, I have hitherto annexed the 
fame, to the intent thon mayft not only underftand the 
contents thereof, but alfo receive fruit thereof to thy 
confolation likewife. The purport of the letter here 
followeth. 

LETTER IV. 
From Mr. Bradford to Mr. Careless. 

ALMIGHTY God our dear Father, through and 
for the merits of his dearly beloved Son Jefus 
Chrift, be merciful unto us, pardon us our offences, 
and under the wings of his mercy protect us from all 
evil, from henceforth and for ever, Amen. 

Dear brother Carelefs, I heartily pray you to pray to 
God for me, for the pardon of manifold fins and molt 
grievous offences, which need no other demon ftration 
unto you than this, namely, that I have behaved myfelf 
fo negligently in anfwering your godly triple letters, 
which are three witneffes againft me. God lay not 
them, nor any other to my charge to condemnation, 
though to correction, not my will, but his be done. 
Concerning your requeft of abfolution, my deareft bro- 
ther, what fliall I fay, but even as truth is ? that the 
Lord of all mercy, and Father of all comfort, through 
the merits and mediation of his dear Son thy only Lord 
and Saviour, hath clearly remitted and pardoned all 
thy offences whatfoever they be, that ever hitherto thou 
haft; committed againft his majefty : and therefore he 
hath given to thee as to his child, dear brother, John 
Carelefs, in token that thy fins are pardoned; he (1 fay) 
hath given thee a penitent and believing heart, that is, 
a heart which defireth to repent and believe. 

Wherefore, my good brother, be merry, glad, and 
of good cheer, for the Lord hath taken away chy fins; 
thou lhalt not die. Go thy ways; the Lord hath put 
away thy fins. The Eafi is not fo iar from the Weft, as 
the Lord hath now put thy fins from thee. Look how 
high the heavens are in comparifon of the earth, fo far 
hath his mercy prevailed towards thee his dear child, 
John Carelefs, through Chrift the beloved. Say there- 
fore with David, Praifc the Lord, O my foul, and all 
that is within me praife his holy name: for he hath for- j 
given thee all thy fins; as truly he hath. And hereof I j 
defire to be a witnefs. God make me worthy to hear 
from you the like true meffage for myfelf. Mine own 
dearly beloved, you have caufc to thank God moft 
heartily that he hath given you fuch repentance and 
faith ; the Lord increafc the fame in you, and me a moft 
niiferable wretch, whofe heart is harder than an ada- 
mant ftone, or elfe 1 could not thus long have ftayed 
from writing unto you. If I live and may, I purpofe 
46. 



jj and promife you to make amends. Pray for me, my 

Jj moft dear brother, I heartily befcech you, and forgive 

I me my long filence. God our Father be with us for 

jj ever, Amen. 

! Your's in the Lord, 



ij The fifth Letter is from Mr. John Carelefs to his 
j faithful brethren in Newgate, who had been con- 
demned to die for the teftimony of the truth; in 
I which he more particularly addreffes himfclf to his 
faithful loving brother Tyms, rejoicing in their firm- 
| nefs and conftancy, and patience in fufferings, and de- 
j daring his own readinefs to follow them. He parti- 
I cularly mentions brother Drake alfb, and the four other 
martyrs from Efl'ex; and finally committing them all 
to God's molt merciful defence, whofe quarrel they 
had defended, whofe caufe they had promoted, whofe 
glory they had fet forth, and whofe name they had con- 
ftantly confeffed, and that they were going to take their 
places under the altar, with Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, 
Rogers. Hooper, Saunders, Farrar, Taylor, Bradford, 
Phil pot, and many others. 

The fixth Letter is addreffed alfo from Mr. John 
Carelefs to Mr. Whittle, Mr. Green, and other pri- 
foners at that time in Newgate, who had been con- 
demned, and were ready to be burnt for the teftimony 
of Jefus, and the truth of the gofpcl. In the fame ftrain 
of joy and fatisfaction he praifes the magnanimity and 
courage, and extols in elevated /I rains the "honour which 
God has beftowed upon them, in counting them wor- 
thy to fuffer for his fake; and then pathetically ejacu- 
lates, " Oh that it were the good will of God, that the 
good hour were now come, that 1 might go with you." 
7o his brother Green he thus feelingly writes, " Happy 
art thou to be appointed to die for his fake ! Although 
thou here go lorth fowing thy good fruit with tears, 
the time fliall come that thou fhalt reap with joy and 
gladnefs the fruits of cverlafting life, without ceafing." 
And, after congratulating the other prifoners, who 
were fhortly to become martyrs, he thus addreffes, as 
a faithful filter, Joan Warne alias Lafhford, in thefe 
j words ; •• Thy trial hath been great ; thy victory in 
Chrift hath been notable. Thou haft overcome many 
a fharp fliower and fhjrm. Shortly fhalt ihou arrive at 
the haven of quiet reft, and receive the reward due to a 
conftant martyr. Thou fhalt go home to thy heavenly 
Father, and poffefs forever the inheritance which Chrift 
hath purchafed for thee, where thy earthly parents be 
ftill looking for thee, who have triumphed ovcr 
Antichrift molt victorioufly. O bleffai parents of 
happy children, who have fhewn fuch an example as the 
like hath been feldom feen ! I falutc thee, dear filter of 
like conftant mind, whofe conftant example is worthy 
of continual memory. Praifed be God for you mine 
own fwcet filters, who hath made you play fuch wife 
virgins' parts. He hath plentifully poured the oil of his 
Spirit into the lamp of your faith fo that the light 
thereof fliall never be extinct. You fliall enter with 
your bridegroom inro cverlafting joy, whercunto you 
were chofen in him from the beginning. 

LETTER VII. 

From John Careless to bis dear and faithful Brother, 
Wjlliam Tyms, Prifoner in Newgate. 

THE everlafting peace of God in Jefus Chrift, with 
the continual joy, comfort, and ftrcngth of his 
fweet Spirit, be multiplied, and daily more and more 
incrcafed in your good heart (my moft faithful and 
dear brother Tyms), to the full quieting of your con- 
fcience, and beating back all the fiery darts of the 
wicked, rhat you may fhortly receive the glorious crown 
of victory, and in the fame triumph overall your ene- 
mies for evermore, Amen. 

1 cannot exprefs the exceeding great joy and confola- 
tion of my poor heart, confidering the marvellous works 
of God moft gracioufly wrought upon you, not only in 
6 VI proving 
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proving you and trying your faith by his great and huge 
crofles both inwardly and outwardly, but alfo in giving 
you fo great confolation and conftancy in the midft 
of the fame. Faithful is God, and true of his pro- 
mifes, who hath faid, "That he will never fuffer his 
chofen children to be tempted above their ftrength, but 
in the midft of their temptation will make an out-fcape 
for them," by fuch means as may make to his glory and 
their everlafting confolation. My dear heart, great 
caufc have you to be of good comfort; I fee in you as 
lively a token of God's everlafting love and favour in 
Jefus Chrift, as ever I perceived in any man. In ref- 
pect whereof, I do even in my heart love, honour, and 
reverence you, befeeching God for his glorious name's 
fake, in the bowels and blood of our Lord and only 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, to finifhhis good work in you, as I 
doubt not but he will do, according to his infallible pro- 
mifes ; yea, I am well alTured thereof, forafmuch as you 
have fo effectually received his Holy Spirit into your 
heart as a pledge, and a fure feal of your eternal re- 
demption, and a teftimony of your adoption in Chrift 
Jefus. For which caufe Satan fo fore envieth you, that 
he hath now bent all his fierce ordnance againft you, 
thinking thereby utterly to deftroy the invincible fort of 
your faith, founded moft firmly upon the immovable 
rock Chrift, againft which neither the devil, fin, nor 
hell -gates fhall ever prevail. 

Therefore, mine own bowels in the Lord, be not dif- 
comforted for this your conflict, which doubtlefs fhall 
greatly increafe your crown of glory, triumph, and vic- 
tory ; but take a good heart unto you, and buckle bold- 
ly with Satan, both in himfelf and his fubtle members. 
It is the very divine ordinance of God, that all his re- 
generate people fliall be tempted, proved, and tried, as 
we fee by the example of our Saviour Chrift; who, as 
foon as he was baptized, was ftraitways led by the Holy 
Ghoft into the wiidernefs, there to be tempted of the 
devil. But there got he fuch a glorious victory over 
Satan, that he could never fince finally prevail againft 
any of his poor members, but in every affault that he 
maketh, euher inwardly or outwardly getteth a foil, and 
taketh fhamc: fo that now he rageth with all the rage 
poflible, efpecially becaufe he knoweth his time is but 
fhort. St. James teftifieth that he is but a very coward, 
that he will foon flee if he be faithfully refifted. And 
as for his tempting tools, the Lord hath made them 
manifeft unto us, fo that he cannot deceive us though 
he affaults us; for as St. Paul faith, " His thoughts are 
not unknown to us," as it doth in you largely appear, 
praifed be the Lord's name therefore. 

You fee, dear brother, that now to molcft you and fuch 
as you are, that be even palling from this vale of mifery, 
he hath but two ways or two pieces of ordnance to (hoot 
at you, with which he cannot hurt you, becaufe you 
have two bulwarks to defend you. The firft of thefe 
terrible guns that Satan hath fhot at you, is the very fame 
that he continually fhooteth at me, that is to fay, fear 
and infidelity ; for the uglinefs of death and horror of 
my fins, which be fo many, grievous, and great. But 
this pellet is eafily put away with the fure fhield of faith, 
in the moft precious death and blood-fhedding of our 
dear Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, whom the Father 
hath given unto us wholly to be our's for evermore, and 
with him hath given us all things, as St. Paul faithj 
fo that though we be ever fo great finners, yet Chrift 
is made unto us holinefs, righteoufnefs, and juftification. 
He hath clothed us with all his merits, mercies, and 
moft fweet fufferings, and hath taken unto him all our 
mifery, wretchednefs, fin, and infirmity. So that if 
any fhould now be condemned for the fame, it muft 
needs be Jefus Chrift, which hath taken them upon him. 
But indeed he hath made fatisfaction for them to the 
uttermoft jot ; fo that for his fake they fhall never be 
imputed to us, if they were a thoufand times as many as 
they are. ' This do you moft effectually feel and know 
(dear brother) a great deal better than I can tell you, 
blefled be God therefore. 

And now Satan, feeing that he cannot prevail with his 
boifterous battery againft this bulwark of faith, which 
doth fo quench all his fiery darts, that they can do you 
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no harm, but rather do you good fervice to caft vn„ 
down, under the mighty hand of God, that he may t*Z 
you up by his holy grace and power, and fo you mav 
tender him all theglory by Jefus Chrift (which thine T 
enemy can in no wife abide), therefore he fhooteth off 
his other piece moft peflilent, to provoke you to fome 
part of your truft and confidence in yourfelf, and in 
your own holinefs and righteoufnefs, that you miohr 
that way rob God of his glory, and Chrift of the honour 
and dignity of his death. 

But blefled be the Lord God, you have alfo a full 
ftrong bulwark to beat back this pettiferous pellet alfo 
even the pure law of God, which proveth the beftof us 
all damnable finners in the fight of God, if he would 
enter into judgment with us according to the feverityof 
the fame, and that even our beft works are polluted and 
defiled in fuch fort as the prophet defcribeth them 
V\ ith which manner of fpeaking our free-will pharifeej 
are much offended ; for it fclleth all men's righteoufnefs 
to the ground (1 had like to have faid to the bottom of 
hell), and extollethonly the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift 
which is allowed before God, and is freely given 
to all thofe that firmly believe, as bleffed be God 
you do. 

Ah, my good brother Tyms, Satan hath put his 
hand in a wrong box when he beginneth to tempt you 
either to vain glory or mirtruft; for you are an old beat, 
en foldier, and have had good experience of thefe kinds 
of temptations, both by yourfelf and others, whom 
you know were well beloved of God. Be of good 
cheer therefore, dear heart, be of good cheer, for now 
Satan hath wrought all his malice, he hath done all that 
he can, and hath (hot off all his laft pieces, wherewith 
he had thought to have done moft mifchief ; but now 
he feeth he cannot prevail (the ftrong tower of our faith 
being fo invincible), he will pluck up all his tenrs, and 
get him to fome other place to pradtife the fame affaults 
and then will the angels of God come and minifterunto 
you the moft fweet and heavenly confolations of the 
Holy Ghoft. To him therefore who is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we can defire or think, 
I do moft heartily commit you, with all the reft of your 
godly fellow prifoners, who comfort, ftrcngthen, and 
defend you with his grace and mighty operation of his 
Holy Spirit, as he hath hitherto done, that you having a 
moft glorious victory over the fubtle ferpent, and all his 
wicked feed, may alfo receive the crown of glory and 
immortality prepared for you before the foundations of 
the world were laid, and is fo furely kept for you in the 
hands of him whofe promife is infallible, that the devil, 
fin, deaih, or hell, lhall never be able to deprive you of 
the fame. The bleffing of God be with you now and 
for evermore, Amen. Pray for me. 

Your own for ever, 

John Careless. 

LETTER VIII. 

From John Careless fo bis dear and faithful Brother, 
Augustine Bernher. 

THE peace of God in Jefus Chrift, the help, com- 
fort, and afliftance of his Eternal Spirit be with 
you, my dear and faithful brother Augufline, and with all 
the reft of my good brethren and lifters of the houfes 
of Baxterley and Manceter (which mourn for the mifery 
of God's people), to your everlafting confolation in 
him, Amen. 

Right glad I am to hear (my dear and faithful bro- 
ther Auguftine) that God of his great mercy and infinite 
goodnefs hath yet fo gracioufly delivered and preferved 
you out of your enemies hands, befeeching Almighty 
God alfo from the bottom of my heart, to be your con- 
tinual defence unto the end, as hitherto he hath moft 
gracioufly been, that you may live and die both to 
God's glory, the advantage of his church, and to 
the^ increafe of your own everlafting joy and comfort 

Know you, dear brother, that I have received your 
letter, for which I heartily thank you. Indeed I think 



Q.Mary.A.D. 15.56.] 



LETTERS written by Mr. JOHN CARELESS. 



it very fhortj although it fcemeth fomething fharply to 
rebuke in the beginning, for the breach of my promife 
in not writing to you this long time. Well, brother, 
I am- content to bear it with patience, confidering that 
you are troubled otherwife (the Lord comfort you and 
all heavy hearts); neither will I fpend ink and paper 
for my purgation in this point. God knowerh whe- 
ther I be lb mindiefs of my promife as it appeareth in 
your fight 1 am. Your requeft I will truly perform to 
the uttermoft of my power, as gladly as any poor 
wretch fhall do in the world, and I thank God I have 
done no Iefs of a long time. And as my poor prayer 
fllall be a handmaid to wait upon you which way foever 
you ride or go j fo I befeech you that my fimple coun- 
fel may take fome place in you, in this time of your 
pilgrimage, which you pafs in no frnall peril. God keep 
and preferve you for his name's fake. 

I do not difallow, but much praife and commend 
hearty boldnefs io difcharging your confeience, when 
any one of God's people needeth your help in any 
point. But yet I would not have you thruft yourfelf in 
danger, when you can do therh no good, or leal! wife 
when they may well enough fpare that good you would 
do them: for if you (hall then chance to be taken, 
you fhall not only be no comfort unto them, but alio a 
great difcomfort, adding forcow unto their forrow. 

I do not perfuade you to abfent yourfelf from any 
place where your prefence of neceffity is required} for 
in all fuch places 1 know, God will preferve you as he 
hath hitherto wonderfully done, praifed therefore be 
his name: or if it fhall pleafe him to permit you in 
any fuch place to be taken, I know he will molt fwcer- 
ly comfort your confeience with this confideraiicri, that 
it is the very providence and appointment of God, that 
you fhould there and then be taken up for a witnefs of 
his truth unto the world: but I cannot allow, nor .be 
contented that you fhould rafhly or negligently thruft 
yourfelf into that place where your wicked enemies do 
continually haunt, yea, and lay wait for you, when no 
neceffity of yourfelf, nor of any other of God's people, 
doth require your company. If they need- any of your 
godly counfel, you may write uiuo them that thing that 
you think good; which I dare fay will be fufficient unto 
them. For (continual thanks and praifes be given unto 
the everlafting God) there is none of thofe that are 
cruelly condemned for God's truth, that now are weak- 
lings; for they have manfully paffed through the pikes, 
and they have boldly ftood in the brunt of the battle, 
and therefore I reckon the worft is part with them al- 
ready. So that now and then a godly letter from you 
to them fhall do as much good as your company can do, 
and perchance more too; for writing fticketh longer 
in the memory than words do, yea though your letters 
were as fhort to them as your laft was to me, fo that 
the fame were fomething fweeter, and not altogether fo 
lharp. 

This, dear brother, is the fimple counfel which I 
would gladly have you obferve, partly for that I heartily 
pray for your prefervation for the advantage of Chrift's 
church, and partly for that I unfeignedly wifh the 
peace, comfort, and tranquillity of your own confeience, 
which I know will be quickly ready to accufc you, if 
you do any thing wherein you have not the word of God 
for your warrant. For as in a glafs that is clear, a 
frnall mote will foon appear : even fo the good con- 
feience of God's chofen children, being more clear than 
chryftal, will foon accufe them at the lea 11 fault they 
do commit; whereas the wicked worldlings have their , 
confeience fo clogged and corrupted through the cuf- I 
torn of fin, that they cannot once fee or perceive .their i 
Ihamcful deeds and wicked works, until God fet the fame i 
before them (or their utter deftruetion, and then they j 
immediately defpair.' But feeing that God hath given ; 
you a clear confeience, and a pure, fharp, quick, and 
lively fight in yourfoul, 1 would wifh you to beware 
that you do nothing unadvifedly, but upon a good 
ground. For an accufing conlcience is a fore thing j 
when death doth approach, and then Satan will not ftick 
'o tell you that you have too much tempted God when 
peradventure you have done nothing fo at all. For this 
47- ' 



eaufe, I fayt partly I have thought it good to admonifh 
you (as I have done often) to be circumfpecr. according 
to the counfel of Chrift, which biddeth you beware of 
men. Other things I have not to write, for I know.this 
bearer can. certify you of all things at large, better than 
1 can declare ir by writing. 

I befeech you, good Auguftine, help me forwards 
with your hearty prayers, for i truft I have but a frnall 
time to tarry in this troublefome world. Dr. Story told 
our marfhal, that we fhould all be difpatched fo foon as 
he came from Oxford, whither he and other bloody 
butchers be gone to makeflaughtcr of Chrift's fheep that 
he there appointed to be flain. God, for Chrift's fake, 
put them and fuch like belide their cruel purpofe, if it 
be his good will and pleafure, Amen, good Lord. I 
pray you give my moft hearty commendations to my 
dear lifter and faithful friend, good Mrs. Mary Glover. 
1 befeech God be her comforr, as I doubt not but he is! 
i am very glad to hear that Ihe doth fo joyfully and fo 
patiently bear this great crofs that God hath laid upon 
her. 1 pray God ftrengthen her, and all his other faints 
to the end, Amen. Commend me unto my dear and 
faithful lifter Elizabeth B. J thank her molt heartily 
for my napkin, and fo I do your dear brother for my 
Ihirr. Truly, that day that we were appointed to come 
to our anfwer before the commiffioners (who had lent 
word the fame morning, that they would come to the 
King's-Bcnch by eight of the clock, and the houfe and 
all things were trimmed^ and made ready for them), I 
got that fhirt on my back, and that napkin in my hand, 
and mcthought they did help to harnefs me, and arm me 
well to go to fight againft that bloody bcaft of Babylon. 
And truft me, truly if they had come, 1 xvould have 
flruck three flrokes the more for your two fakes, as well 
as God would have enabled me to fet them on, as by 
God's grace 1 will not fail to do at the next Ikirmifh that 
1 come to. Wherefore I pray y JU pray for me, that I 
may be ftrong and hardy to lay on a good load. Oh that I 
might fo ftnke him down, that he fhould never be able 
to rife again. But that ftroke belongeth only unto the 
Lord, to ftrike at his coining, which I truft will be 
fhortly. O haffen it, good Lord, and inorteii thefe for- 
rovvful and linful days, for thy great mercy's fake. 

Farewcl, my dear and faithful loving brother. The 
Lord defend, keqj, and preferve you from the power 
of your enemies, viable and invifible, and fend us a molt 
joyful and merry meeting here or elfewhere, as it fhall 
plcafc his goodnefs to appoint us. 

Jn the mean time 1 lhall moft earneftlv defire you to 
pray for me, lor 1 never had more need in my life, and 
doubtlefs you mall never want my poor prayer, if it fhall 
pleafe God to accept the pra>er ot fo linful a wretch as 
l^™k T^ 0 L ° rd im P ule not ™Y t 0 me, for Jefus 
Chrift s fake; unto whofe moft merciful defence 1 do 
molt heartily commit you. The bleffing of God be with 
you now and for ever, Amen. I pray you give my moft 
hearty commendations unto Mr. John Glover. 1 do not 
forget him in my daily prayers, and I truft he doth re- 
member me. 

Your poor brother, al ways mindful of you 
in my prayer, John Carelefs, prifoner, 
abiding God's pleafure. 

LETTER IX. 

From Mr. John Careless to Henry Adlington, 
Prifoner in Lollard's Tower. 

THE eycrlafting peace of God in Jefus Chrift, the 
continual aid, ftrength, joy, and comfort of his 
moft pure, holy, and mighty Spirit, with the increafe 
of faith and lively feeling of his mercies be moft effec- 
tually wrought in your heart, my dear and faithful lov- 
ing brother Adlington, and in the hearts of all your 
other godly fellt.w-prifoncrs, to the full finifhing of that 
good work, which the Lord hath rrioftgracioufly begun 
in you; that the fame may be to the advancing and 
fetting forth of his glory, the advantage of his poor 
afflicted church, and to your own eternal joy and com- 
fort in him, Amen. 

6 N My 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q. Mary. A. D. i 5s 6. 



332 



My moft dear and faithful loving brother in the 
Lord, I with all the reft of my loving brethren here with 
trie, do moft humbly and heartily recommend us unto 
you with all faithful remembrance of you in daily prayers, 
giving God earned thanks on your moft happy behalf, 
for that he hath given you fuch hearty boldnefs and 
chriftian conftancy in the faithful confeffion of his ever- 
lafting verity. Blcffed be God for thee, my dearly be! 
loved brother, who hath vouchfafed thee worthy of fo 
great dignity, as to fuffer for his fake, and fetting forth 
of his glory. Oh, glad in heart mayft thou be, to 
whom it is given, not only to believe in thy Lord and 
Chrift moft lively, but alfo to fuffer for his i'ake, as 
one of his filly fheep appointed to the Daughter. Be of 
good comfort therefore, my good brother, for your 
calling unto the crofs of Chrift was after a marvellous 
manner. Surely it was only the Lord's appointment, 
and therefore he will perform his own work in and 
upon you, to the great magnifying of his glory, and 
comfort of your brethren, whofe hearts are mightily re- 
frefhed, to hear how heartily you have behaved yourfelf 
hitherto. 

This prefent day I received a letter from you, at the 
reading whereof my brethren and I were not a little com- 
forted, to fee your confeience fo quieted in Chrift, and 
your continuance fo ftedfaft in him; which things be 
the fpecial gifts of God, not given unto every man, 
but to you his darling elect and chofen in Chrift, and 
fuch as you be. And whereas you do require to know 
my fimplc mind concerning youranfwer unto Dr. Story 
and the chancellors truly I fay you did anfwer them 
very well : for there are but two facraments indeed, that . 
is to fay, the facrament of baptifm, and the facrament of 
the body and blood of Chrift, as you have full well an- 
fwered them, praifed be God for his good gifts, who 
chufeth the weak to confound the ftrong, and the foolilh 
to confound the worldly wife. If, when you come be- j 
fore them again, they do afk you what a facrament is ; j 
fay you, that a facrament, being adminiflered accord, 
ing to Chrift's inftitution, is a vifible grace, and hath 
the promife of God's mercy annexed unto it, available 
to all fuch as do worthily receive it, and not unworthily 
worfhip it, as they would have us to do, contrary to 
God's commandment. And thefe properties belonging 
to Chrift's true facraments, cannot be applied unto any 
one of thofe five facraments which they have invented 
of their own brain, fince Antichrift began to reign, to 
blind the people withal. 

I perceive, dear heart, that upon Friday they do in- 
tend to condemn you, and give you your judgment. 
Therefore I think they will have no great rcafoning with 
you, but bid you anfwer them directly, either yea or 
nay, to all fuch things as they have to charge you 
withal, which they have gathered of you fince you came 
into their "cruel hands. But if they will needs make 
words with you, becaufe you are but a fimple man, and 
therefore perchance they will be the bulier with you to 
trouble you with many queftions, to encumber your 
knowledge, and .then feem to triumph over you and that 
truth that you do hold; if (I fay) they do this, as per- 
chance for fome evil purpofe they will, then be you fo 
plain and as fhort as you can, faying roundly unto them 
thefe or fuch like words as nigh as you can : 

Be it known unto you, that I in all points do believe 
as it becomc'th a true chriftian, and as I have been truly 
taught in the days of the good king Edward, of fuch 
godly preachers and prophets fentof God, as have fealed 
their doctrine with their blood, from whom I will diffent 
in no point: for I am a poor man without learning, but 
I am commanded of God to follow the counfel of his. 
conflant preachers, and fo intend to do, God giving 
me grace and affiftance thereto. 

As for you, I know you to be none of Chrift's fhep- 
herds, but ravening wolves, which come to kill and 
fcatter the flock of Chrift, as the Lord faid you fhould; 
and doth will us to beware of you and your poifoned 
doctrine, bidding us to judge you according to your 
fruits, whereby all men may fee and know what ye are, 
that will not be wilfully blind. But the good fhepherds 
have given their lives for the defence of Chrift's flock ; 



and 1 am commanded to follow their faithful arid godly- 
example, and to conf'efs with them one truth, even to 
the fire, if God (hall fee it good; and this as a true 
chriftian, 1 have hitherto done, and henceforth by God's 
grace intend to do. 

And if the fame God fhall fuffer you to take away my 
life, as you have done their's, 1 am contented therewith: 
his will be done, for that only is good. But of this be 
you fure, the Lord will fhortly call you to account for 
all the innocent blood that is ftied within this realm; 
which you have brought into a moft woeful cafe, and 
made many a heavy heart in the fame, and more I per- 
ceive ycu will make fo long as the Lord for our fins will 
fuffer you to profper, until the time that your iniquities 
fhall be full ripe. But then be you fure the Lord will 
fit in judgment upon you, as well as you do now upon 
his faints, and will reward you according toyourdeferv- 
ings; to whom with my whole heart I commit my caufe, 
and he will make anfwer for me, when the full time of. 
my refrefhing cometh. In the mean fpace, I will keep 
filence with this that I have faid, trufting that I have 
fuffictently difcharged my confeience in confeffing my 
faith and religion to you, declaring of what church I 
am, even of the catholic church of Jefus Chrift, which was 
well known to be here in England in our late good king 
Edward's days, by two fpecial tokens which cannot de- 
ceive me, nor yet fuffer me to be deceived ; that is to 
fay, the pure preaching of his holy word, and the due 
adminiftration of his holy facraments, which is not to 
be feen in your Romtfh church, and therefore it cannot 
juftly be called the church and fpoufe of Chrift. J be- 
lieve in the Holy Trinity, and all the other articles of 
the chriftian faith contained in the three creeds; and 
finally all the canonical fcripture to be true in eyety 
fentt-nce. And I dcteft all fects both of the Arians and 
Anabaptifts, or any other that divide themfelves from 
the true church of Chrift, which is his myftical body, 
the ground and pillar of truth, and the very houfe of the 
living God. And if for thefe things you take away my 
life, and make yourfelves guilty of my blood, you may; 
for 1 am in your hands as the fheep brought to the 
fliambles, abiding the grace of the butcher. And be 
you fure judgment fleepeth not, but when you cry 
peace, peace, and all is fafc, then (hall your plagues be- 
gin like the forrow of a woman travailing with child, 
according to Chrift's infallible promife. 

This kind of anfwer, my dear heart, it will be belt 
for you to make ; and by God's grace I do intend to 
take the fame order myfclf in time to come, when 
the Lord fhall vouchfafe me worthy of that great dig- 
nity, whereunto he hath called you. And if they fhall 
laugh you to fcorn, as 1 know they will, faying, Thou 
art a fool, and an unlearned afs-head, and art able to 
make anfwer to nothing, &c. care you not for it, but 
(till commit your caufe unto God, who will make an- 
fwer for you, and tell them that they have been anfwered 
again and again of divers godly and learned men; but 
all will not help: for you have one folution of all man- 
ner of queftions, even a fair fire and faggots, this will 
be the end of your difputations. Therefore I pray you 
trouble me no more, but do that which you are ap- 
pointed, when God fhall permit the time. I am no 
better than Chrift, his apoftles, and others of my good 
brethren that are gone before me. 

This kind of' anfwer will have moft effect againlt 
them, and edify the people that ftand by, fo that the fame 
be done coolly, with fobriety, meeknefs, and patience; 
as I heard fay our fweet brethren Thomas Harland and 
John Ofwald did at Lewes, in Suffex, to the great re- 
joicing of the children of God that were in thofe parts: 
and 1 hear fay, that they were diffolved from this earthly 
tabernacle at Lewes on Saturday laft, and were con- 
dertined but the Wednefday before; fo that we may 
perceive the papifts have quick. work in hand, that 
they make fuch hafte to fend us home to our heavenly 
Father. Therefore let us make ourfelves ready to ride 
■ in the fiery chariot, leaving thefe mantles and old cloaks 
behind us for a time, which God fhall reftore us again 
in a more glorious wife. 

My good brother Henry, you fhall underftand that 
bragging 
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bra£g' n g John T Hath beguiled his keepers (who 

trufted him too well), and is run away from them, and 
hath brought the poor men into great danger by the 
fame. - The one of them is cart by the council into the 
Gatehoufe at Weftminfter, the other is fled out of the 
country for fear. 

Thus you may fee the fruits of our free-will men, 
that made fo much boaft of their own ftrength. But 
that houfe which is not built furely upon the immove- 
able rock, will not long ftand againft the boifterous 
winds and ftorms, that blow fo rtrongly in thefe days of 
trouble. 

But, my dearly beloved brother, blefled be God for 
you, and fuch as you, who have played the parts of 
wife builders. You have digged down pall the farid of 
your own natural ftrength, and beneath the earth of 
your own worldly wifdom, and are now come to the 
hard ftone and unmoveable rock Chrift, who is yonr 
only keeper; and upon him alone have you built your 
faith molt firmly, without doubting, miftruft, or wa- 
vering. Therefore neither the ftorms nor tempefts, 
winds, nor weathers that Satan and all his wily work- 
men can bring againft you, wirh the very gates of hell 
to help them, fhall ever be able once to move your 
houfe, much lefs to overthrow it; for the Lord God 
himfelf, and not man, is the builder thereof, and hath 
promifed to preferve and keep the fame for ever. Unto 
his moft merciful defence therefore I do heartily com- 
mit you and all your good company, defiling him 
for his fweet Son Jefus Chrift's fake, to confirm and 
ftrengthen you all, that you may be conftant unto the 
very end; and that after the final victory is once gotten, 
you may receive the never-fading crown of glory of 
God's free gift, through his great mercy in Jefus Chnft 
our only Saviour. To whom with the Father and the 
Holy Glioft, be all honour, glory, praife, thanks, power, 
rule, and dominion for ever and evermore, Amen. 
The blefling of God be with you all. 

John Careless. 

LETTER X. 

From Mr. John Ca reless, returning Thanks to a faithful 
Friend of his, by whom he had received much Comfort 
in his itnvard Trouble. 

BLESSED be God the Father of all mercy, for the 
great comfort and chriftian confolation which he 
hath fo mercifully miniftered unto my poor afflicted 
heart by your means, my moft dear and faithful bro- 
ther. Truly mcthinketh your words, our rather God's 
words by you uttered, have a wonderful power and 
efficacy working in my heart at the hearing'ahd reading 
of them. Rejoice therefore, my dear brother, and be 
thankful unto God; for verily he both is and will be 
mightily magnified in you, and that divers and many 
ways, both to the ftrengthening of them that ftand in 
his truth, and alfo to the railing of fuch as are fallen 
from the fame. God make me thankful for you, and 
on your behalf ; for verily great is the goodnefs of God 
towards me, in giving me acquaintance in faithful love 
and amity with >ou; God's name therefore be praifed 
for ever, and he perform all his merciful promifes unto 
you, as I doubt not but he will, for his fake in whom 
you truft. 

I thank my God moft heartily, and alfo you my good 
brother, for that you are careful for me in your faith- 
ful prayers, remembering my juft deferved forrows, as 
though they were your own, and labouring fo much to 
folace the fame. Ah, my gracious God, what am I, 
for whom thou and thy dear children fliould be fo 
careful ? O fweet Lord, forgive me my great ingratitude 
and fin, and grant that 1 may never abufe thy great 
benefits. O let the love of thine elect, who love me 
for thy fake, be a fure fign and token, yea, a moft firm 
teftimony and feal to my finful confeience of thine 
everlafting love and mercy towards me in Chrift; as 
verily it would and ought to be, if mine infidelity did 
not hinder it. O circumcife therefore the forefkin of 
my heart, that I may with lively faith behold thy great 



love towards me in all thine elect, that I may always 
be thankful for the fame, and love thee and them again 
moft heartily and unfeignedly. 

Ah, my dear, heart, how fwectly and how truly, yea 
how godly and how comfortably have you rehearfed the 
fweet faying of Solomon concerning profperitv with 
true and godly friends ? I will join with it the fen- 
tence that gocth a little before, for doubtlcfs it may be 
well verified on you. " A fure friend (faith the wife 
man, in Eccluf. vi.) will be unto thee even as thine own 
foul, and deal faithfully with thy houfhold-folk. if 
thou fuffer trouble and adverfky, he is with thee, and 
hideth not his face from thee. A faithful friend is a 
flrong defence: whofo findeth fuch an one, findcth a 
treafure. A faithful friend halh no peer: the weight 
of gold is not to be compared to the goodnefs of bis 
faith. A faithful friend is a medicine of life, and they 
that fear the Lord fhall find him," &c. Lo, may dear 
heart in the Lord, here is a lively, image or defcription 
of you ; for verily fuch an one have 1 always found you 
unto me, not only forrowing for my great forrow, but 
alfo of tentimes making me merry and joyful, with fuchr 
joys as the world cannot feel. Now let the world brag 
"of it's feigned friendfhip; but 1 will boaft of this tine 
friendfhip in God, and eftecm it a greater treafure than 
all tranfitory things. And as for my mourning, dear 
brother, God hath made you to turn it unto mirth ; for 
God hath put you inftcad of them to be my comfort, 
whom he hath in his great mercy taken away. I truft 
henceforth to leave the mourning for my great lofs, 
and to praife God for gaining unto himfelf fo great 
glory by his chofen children. God make me a true 
mourner of Sion, both for mine own fin and wicked- 
nefs, and alfo to fee his honour defaced, that I may be 
made meet and apt to bear the joyful and comfortable 
menage that your beautiful feet fhall bring me. God 
blefs thee, my dear heart, and faithful loving brother, 
and incrcafe his good gifts of grace in thee, as he hath 
moft happily begun, that you may daily more effec- 
tually feel and lively perceive the certainty of God's 
grace wherein you ftand, and firmly teftify the fame to 
the converlion or confufion of all gainfayers, and to 
the comfort and confirmation of all God's dear chil- 
dren, Amen. Farewcl, mine own fweet brother, farc- 
« el as mine own heart. 

Your own in Chrift, 

John Careless. 

In the letters of William Tyms, ye heard much 
mention made of Agnes Glafcock. This Agnes Glaf- 
cock, through infirmity, and her hufband's perfuafions, 
was allured to goto mafs. For which caufe fhe falling 
into great forrow and repentance, was raifed up again 
by the comfortable letters of William Tyms and John 
Carelcfs, as before you may read ; and after that was 
conftant in the more fincere profeflion of the verity, 
and in danger of perfecution for the fame; unto whom 
John Carelcfs wrote this following letter. 

LET T E R XI. 

From John Careless to Agnes Glascock. 

THE everlafting peace of God in Jefus Chrift, the 
continual aid, ftrength, and comforts of his moft 
pure, holy, and mighty Spirit, be with you, my dear 
and faithful fifter Glafcock, to the good performance 
of that good work which God hath fo gracioufly begun 
in you, to his glory, the profit o;' his poor afflicted 
church, and toyourown eternal comfort in him, Amen. 

In our Lord 1 have my moft humble and hearty com- 
mendations unto you, my dear fifterand moft faithful 
mother Glafcock, with all remembrance of you in my 
daily prayers, giving God moft hearty laud, praife, 
and thanks for you, and on your behalf, in that he of 
his great mercy hath hitherto fo mightily ftrengthened 
you, conftantly cleave unto your captain Chrift, not- 
withftanding the great afl'aults and manifold tempta- 
tions that you have had to the contrary. Doubtlefs, 
dear heart, it cannot be exprelfed w hat joy and comfort 
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ma\ he bring us, that with his mod precious blood hath 
bought us. The bleflihg of God be with you now and 
for ever, Amen* 



it is unro mv very foul, to fee how mighty the Lord hath 
minified himfelf in you, whom he will fhortly glorify 
v- ith himfelf, as he hath done others of his fweet faints 
that are gone before you. Rejoice therefore and be 
glaH ; for verily you have good caufe, if you diligently 
confidrr the great dignity that God hath called you unto, 
even now in vour old age, to be one of his worthy wit- 
nelfes unto the world : and I think you (hall with me and 
other your brethren in bonds, feal the Lord's verity 
with the teftimony of your blood. Surely, fweet fitter, 
this is the sreateft promotion that God can bring you or 
any other unto in this life; and an honour that the 
higheft angel in heaven is not permitted to have. 

Therefore happy are you, O faithful daughter of 
Abraham, that the Lord will now prefer you before 
many others, yea, or any others of your age that I do 
know in England. O faithful and virtuous matron, 
which wilt not be moved from the fure rock Chrift, 
upon whom you have fo firmly built your houfe, that 
neither dorms nor tempefts, neither yet hell-gates, or 
any other temptations, fhall ever be able to prevail 
againft it. Full well doth it appear by your conftant 
continuance, that you have played the part of a wife 
builder, in counting the coft beforehand, belonging to 
the finiftiing up of your tower. And I doubt not but 
through God's gift, you have fuificient to the perfor- 
mance thereof, that the hypocrites of their part (hall have 
no juft caufe to triumph 'againft you, or to mock you, 
faying, Lo, this woman began to build, but is not able 
to make an end. Therefore go on boldly and fear not ; 
for God is faithful, as St. Paul faith, who will not fuffer 
you to be tempted above your ftrength, but he will 
either give you grace and ftrength, to (land unto the 
death (which is the gate and entrance into life,) or elfc J 
he will make fuch an out-fcape for you, as fhall be to 
the fetting forth of his glory ; which above all other 
things, we that are his chofen children ought to feek, yea 
everTwith the lofs of our own lives, being yet well af- 
fured that the fame ftiall not be fhortened one minute 
of an hour before the time that God hath appointed. '■ 
Call therefore, dear filter, all your care upon the 
Lord, who, as St. Peter faith, careth for you. Greac is 
his providence for you, and mighty is his love and 
mercy towards you. With his grace he will de- 
fend you, and witi. his Holy Spirit he will evermore 
guide you, wherewith he hath furely fealed you unto the 
day of redemption j he hath alfo given you the fame in 
earned: for the recovery of the purchafed poueflion, 
which he hath prepared for you before the foundation of 
the world waslaid. Be ftrong therefore, and take a 
good heart, as 1 hear fay you be. God for ever be 
blefled for you, who hath fo grafted his love in your 
good heart, that nothing is able to feparate you from the 
fame, but will rather chufe to fuffer adverfity with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleafure of fin for a 
little feafon. O happy woman, that canft find in thy 
heart to efteem the rebukes of Chrift to be greater 
riches than all the treafures of the world, as good 
Mofes did. Doubtlefs, great is your reward in hea- 
ven ; which you fliall Ihortly receive of his free gift, 
and not of any deferving. 

Thus, dear mother Glafcock, I have been bold 
to trouble you with my rude and fimplc letters, 
defiring you to take them in good parr, being 
done in great hafte, as it doth appear, but yet pro- 
ceeding from a poor heart which flowcth over in 
love towards you, as my daily prayers for you can 
teftify ; which I truft fhall fupply that part of my duty 
towards you, that my pen now wanteth. I thank you, 
dear heart, for all your loving tokens, and for the great 
kindnefs you have hitherto Ihewed unto my poor brother 
Tyms.and his wife and children, with all others of God's 
people, to whom you daily do good: the Lord 
recompenfe the fame fevenfold into your bofom, as I 
doubt not but he will, according to his infallible 
promifes." I pray you have my hearty commendations 
unto your hufband. I befcech the Lord ftrengthen 
him in the confeflion of his truth (as my truft is that 
he will), that we may all joyfully reft with Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God; unto which 
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From John Careless, containing a brief Admonition 
to Mrs* Agnes Glascock, found in a Book of let's 
■when flue came to the Prifon to vifit him. ' 

THERE is nothing that the holy fcripture through- 
out doth fo much commend unto us, as true 
faith and ftedfaft truth in the promifes of God's eternal 
mercies towards us in Jefus Chrift. For from the fame, 
as forth of the chief fountain and well-fpring of life, do 
flow all kinds of virtues and godly fruits, efpeci'ally 
true love towards God, -in which we ought purely to 
ferve him all the days of our life; and alfo chriftian 
charity towards our neighbours, as well to help them 
at all needs, as alfo not to hurt them by any means. 
Therefore pray earneftly for the increafe of faith and 
lively feeling of God's mercy; for all things are 
poftiblc unto him that can undoubtedly believe. Faith 
is that thing which aflureth us of God's mercy, and 
whereby we vanquifh all the fiery darts of the 
devil; our victory that overcometh the world; the 
knife that killeth and mortifieth the flefti : and finally, 
that which fetteth us at peace with God, and quieteth 
our confidences always before him, and maketh us 
merry and joyful under the crofs, with many moje 
things than 1 can now exprefs. Pray therefore for 
faith, in faith. And for the Lord's fake beware of 
popery and popifti idolatry, the idol of the wicked mafs, 
and other idolatrous fervice. Make not your body, 
which is a member of Chrift, a member of Antichrift. 
Remember that we (hall receive of God according to 
that wq do in the body, be it good or evil. Therefore 
glorify God "in your body, which is dearly bought. 
Betray not the truth, left the Lord deny you. If 
God be God, follow him. You cannot ferve two 
mafters. I write not this as doubting you, but by 
the way of admonition. God keep you from all evil. 
My fifter dear, God give you grace, 

With ftedfaft faith in Chrift his name, 
His gofpel ftill for to embrace, 

And live according to the fame. 
To die therefore think it no fhame, 

But hope in God with faithful truft ; 
And he will give you praife with fame, 
When you fhall rife out of the duft. 
For which moft fweet and joyful day, 

lo God with faith your prayer make: 
And think on me, I do you pray, 

Who now hath wrote this for your fake. 
Ana) thus to God I you betake, 

Who is your caftle and ftrong rock ,- 
He keep you flceping and awake, 
Farcwel, dear miftrefs A. Glafcock. 

LETTER XIII. 

From John Careless to Mrs. Agnes Glascock, 
comforting her in ber Repentance, after fie had been at 
Mafs, proper to be read by all thofe -who have fallen, 
and are willing to rife again 

THE peace of God in Jefus Chrift, the eternal 
comforts of his fweet Spirit be with you, and 
ftrengthen and comfort you, my dear and faithful fifter, 
Amen. 

Although the perilous days be come, whereof Chrift 
propheficd, that if it were poffible the very clecT: fliould 
be deceived; yet let the true faithful chriftians rejoice 
and be glad, knowing that the Lord himfelf is their 
keeper, who will not fuffer one hair of their heads to 
perifh without his almighty good will and pleafure, 
neither will he fuffer them to be further tempted than 
he will give them ftrength to bear; but will in the 
midft of their temptation make a way for them toefcape 
out j fo good and gracious a God is he to all his chofen 
children 
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children- And though fometimes he do let his elecT: 
(tumble and fall, yet (no doubt) he will raife them up 
anain to the further increafe of their comfort, and to the 
fetting forth of his glory and praife. Which thing (my 
dear and faithful loving filler, I truft (hall be well veri- 
fied on you. For I do hear fay, that by the manifold 
allurements, inticements, procurements, yea, and in- 
forcements that you, dear heart, have had, your foot 
hath chanced to flip out .of the way, to the great dif- 
comfort of }Our foul, and the heavinefs of your heart. 
But, my good filter, be of good chear, for the Lord will 
not fo leave you, but he will raife you up again, and make 
you ftronger than ever you were: fo that your fall {hall 
turn to his glory and your profit. For if you had not 
by this proved the experience of your own ftrength, or 
rather your ownweaknefs, you would have flood too 
much in your own conceit, or perchance have gloried 
in yourfelf and have defpifed and condemned other 
weak perfons that have committed the like offence. 
Therefore now you may fee what the beft of us all can 
do, if God leaves us to ourfelves. Which thing ought 
to move you to be diligent to call carneflly upon God 
for the grace and ftrength of his Holy Spirit, (without 
which we are not able to ftand one hour) and to be mod 
thankful for the fame when you have it, and then to be 
more circumfpecl in time to come. 

Therefore (dearfifter) feeing that you have done 
otherwife than the word of God and your own con- 
fcience would allows yet, dear heart, do not think that 
God will call you clean away, but know that he hath 
mercy enough in ftore for them that truly repent and 
believe in him, although the fins of them were as many 
in number as .the fands in the fea, and as great as the 
fins of the whole world. Therefore, good filler, be- 
ware in any wife, that you do not once miftruft the pro- 
mife of God's mercy towards you ; but know for a 
very furety, that all your fins be utterly forgiven you 
for Chrift's fake, be they ever fo many, fo grievous, or 
fo great. 

But now, dear heart, take heed, and beware that 
you do not cloak that fin, and increafe the fame daily, 
in communicating with the wicked in their idolatry, 
and devililh doings at their den of thieves. Do not, 1 
lay, dear filler, be at any of their Antichriftian fcr- 
vice, left by little and little you utterly lofe a good con- 
fciencc, and at length efteem it for no offence ; as alas, 
a great, number do at this day, to the great peril of their 
fouls. The Lord be merciful to them, and give them 
grace to repent in time, and turn to the Lord,, and then 
they fhall be fure to find mercy at the Lord's hand, as 
doubtlefs you have done, praifed therefore be his 

Ah, my dear lifter, you may now fee the words of 
Chrift verified upon yourfelf, that a man's greateft foes 
lhall be they of his own houfliould ; for your hulband 
hath gotten you to do that, which all the tyrants in the 
world could never have made you to do. Doubtlefs he 
may be forry for it. God give him grace to repent, or 
elfe, without doubt, it will be laid to his charge one 
day, when he would not by his will hear it for all the 
goods in the world. ' Well, I think my brother Tyms 
will write him a letter fhortly that will touch his con- 
fcience, if he has any confeience at all. 

But now again to you, dear filler. The thing that is 
done cannot be undone, and you are not the firft that 
hath offended, neither are you fo good and fo holy, as 
hath at any time flipt out of the way. Therefore I 
would not have you to be fo much difcomforted as l hear 
fay you be, as though God were not as able to forgive 
you your offence, as he was to forgive his dear faints 
that offended him in times paftj or as though Gad 
were not as merciful now, as ever he was. Whereas 
in very deed, there is with the Lord (as the prophet 
faith) mercy and plentiful redemption, and his mer- 
cy far furmounteth all his works : and he never faileth 
any that put their whole truft and confidence in him, 
how great an offender, or how wicked a trefpafier 
foever he be : no, he maketh their falls and backflidings 
many times to turn to their greater profit and advantage, 
and to the fetting forth of his glory j as doubtlefs, dear 
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lifter, your's lhall do, if you put your whole faith, 
hope, and truft only in his infinite and eternal Avcct 
mercies. 

O what a fubtlc, crafty, lying ferpent is that Satan 
our old enemy ? that when he fecth that he cannot make 
us to continue in our wickednefs to do him fcrvice, 
'would then bring us into a doubting and miftrulting of 
the mercy of God, which is the greateft offence that 
can be; yea, infidelity is the root and original of all 
other fins. Therefore (my Aveet fitter} give no place 
to that cruel adverfary of mankind, who hath been a 
liar and a murderer from the beginning, bur fiedf'aftly 
believe the Lord, who harh fent you word by me his 
moft unworthy fervant, that all your fins be pardoned, 
forgiven, and clean releafcd for Jefus Chrift's fake our 
only Lord and Saviour. To w hom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoft, be all honour, glory, praife, thanks, 
power, rule, and dominion for ever and ever, Amen. 
Fareuel, my dear lifter, be of good cheer. Believe in 
the Lord, and you fhall live for ever. The Lord in- 
creafe your faith, Amen, Amen. 

Your poor brother, 

and prifoner from the Lord, 
JOHN CARELESS. 

LETTER XIV. 

From Mr. JOHN CARELESS to a faithful Minister 
of the Lord, containing certain fruitful Precepts on 
Matrimony. 

T Befeech the fame cverlafting Lord (my dear and 
X faithful brother,) that blefled young Tobias with his 
wife Sarah, and brought them together in due time with 
"reverence and fear, preferve and blefs you both, and 
your feed after you, that they may increafe the number 
of the faithful by thoufands and thoufands. And as 
the Lord of his great mercy and fatherly providence 
hath been always careful for you, and now hath for 
your comfort accomplilhed his good work in coupling 
you with a faithful mate : fo fee that you be thankful 
for his providence towards you, that it may every way 
in you be an increafe of love and godlincfs, yea of 
chriftian joy and gladncfs in thefe forrowful days, but 
yet fo, that you mourn with the true mourners of Sion, 
and be forry, (yet in mcafure) for the hurt of the fame. 
Pray alfo in faith for her profperity, that the Lord may 
build up the walls of Jerufalem again. 

Oh that the Lord would turn Sion's captivity as the 
rivers into the fouth 1 Then fhould our hearts be made 
glad, and our mouths filled with laughter. Then would 
the heathen hypocrites fay, The Lord hath done much 
for them. O, the Lord hath done great things for us 
already, whereof let us heartily rejoice, and praife his 
name therefore. For though we now fow in tears, ycc 
we fhall be fure to reap with gladnefs: and as we now 
go forth weeping, bearing forth good feed, fo fhall 
we come again with joy, and bring our fheaves full of 
corn. Yea, the death of the martyrs (which is moft 
precious in his fight) fhall be the life of the gofpel, in 
fpite of the papifts* hearts. 

Pray for me (dear heart) that I may be counted 
worthy to fow fome feed amongrt the fweet faints of the 
Lord, that 1 may reap the fame again, without ceafing^ 
at the harveft. It is now fowing time of the year, 
men fay in the country, and 1 think I fhall make an end 
of fowing before all March be paft ; for 1 hear fay I 
fhall prove how my plough will enter into the flony 
ground of the barcT-hearted papifis, within thefe four 
days. I hope to hold faff, and not to look back, neither 
for fear nor flattery, until I have made an end of fowing, 
and then will I fet me, down and reft me, and afk them 
all no leave, and look for the lively fruit and increafe 
thereof with joy and gladnefs. 

My dear brother, the time approacheth near (for. 
which I praife God) that 1 muft put off this finful ta- 
bernacle, and go home to my heavenly Father, where 
divers of my brethren are already looking and wifliing 
for me. I befeech you therefore that you will help niu 
forward with your faithful prayers, as 1 know you do, 
for I do feel the comfort and advantage thereof. 

6 O That 
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That von have obfervcd my fimplc counfel 1 am right 
<. lad, and 1 mid in the Lord God, you (hall find comfort 
in "the f-.tiR-. Ai',.1 that you may fo indeed, I have been 
fo tv;!.l to utile ilufc few words unto you, becaufc I 
f l!n j! fc-.: you is . more in this corruptible life; therefore 
iv: :ik i he in \v:!I. Fhft, and above all things, you muft 
]-:: vciv cir'.-iiTi!i.K'«:c to keep the band cf love, and be- 
v.r.iv tbar there never i'pring up the root of bittcrnefs 
Ii-iwc-h >«u. If at anv time there happens to arife 
a: iv 'raufe rVimkindncfs between you, as it is impofliblc 
v.] '.-. avs tii he free frcm it, fee that you weed up the 
fame v. iih all Icniiv, gentlenefs, and patience, and 
li'.'ver fi:li'-r youifelf. nor your wife to ficep in dif- 

' i i' yoi! have caufe to fpeak fliarply, and fometimes to 
,., | m; ; ,. Kiuarc that you' do not the fame in the prefence 
< ;' <;;!,,•,',, but keep your words until a more convenient 
;ir,-.e, (v.hkh is the point of a wife man, faith Solomon) 
... ,\"th"~i urter th-m in the fpirit of mceknefs, and the 
'< oir ,b- ■ i ■:- r \ t c f pcrfedt love; which you muft alfo let 
iV-etirr-i'to covr faults, and wink at them if they be 
n ,.j in t o!v!.,t.:e. Wliatfoevor Iofs and mifchancc lhall 
happen unto >;-.!!, rake it patiently, and bear it merrily; 
:■.::'.! thca'ah t'he fame mould come partly through your 
wiiv's indigence, yet let it rather be a loving warning ; 
t.) t .kc heed in tunc to come, than a caufe of forrow j 
! •• -b:t v.l ieh is pad, and cannot be holpen. 1 know ! 
] ,,,, u n experience, that we are in this life fubjecl j: 

prone V» dii^lcafure, and ready to think unkindnefs for \\ 
every lalie tnrle, and cfpecially with our bed friends, h 
v.:.i foor.t ft v.kh our. loving wives, who be moil loth to d 

° ''Hutkt us beware of this cankered corruption, and j 
cot'.lidcr that we ought mod of all in love to bear with 
them according to Chrifl's example towards his con- j 
..relation, for whom he gave himfelr, to clcanfc it, &c. 
I'had thought to have treated this matter at large, but 
even now I am intermitted, and othcrwife hindered. I 
doubt not but you know your duty therein a great deal 
better than I can defcribe it unto you j and as you know 
it, fo will do it: but I love to be bold with >ou. 1 in- 
tend to write to your wife very dwrtly, and to take my 
lart farewcl of you for ever in this world. And thus in 
-re :t hafte I am now conllrained to make an end. The 
bleiliiw of God be always with you. Pray, pray, pray 
with faith. 

Your own for ever, 

JOHN CARELESS. 

LETT E R XV. 
VI-. JOHN CARELESS to ELIZABETH, 

Wir: of "ihr afnvfaui Minister, containing certain 
•jodly PRECEPTS" of MATRIMONY pertaining to 
'her Duty. 

THE evcrlafling peace of God in Jefus Chrift, the 
continual aid, drength, and comfort of his mod 
holy and mighty Spirit, with increafe of knowledge, 
faith and perfect feeling of God's eternal mercy, be 
with' you, my dear and faithful loving fidcr, and with 
your Todly and loving hufband and my dear and faith- 
ful brother, to the full performance of that good which 
he hath fo gracioufly begun in you, that in all things 
you may be made rich and blcfled in him, and your feed 
Mter you now and ever, Amen. 

" As I have been long def.rous to write unto you (my 
dear heart in the Lord) not only being thereto bound 
of dutv, but alfo often provoked by him to whom I 
owe myfelf and all that I am able to do (I mean even 
tlrit blefled of the Lord's own mouth, w hom God hath 
■ -i*r -d with you in that holy and chridian date of ma- 
t mo nv) • even fo at the lad I have obtained time andoc- 
cafion i" fome P art ro perform that which 1 have long 
DurDofcJ. And forafmuch as the Lord of his great mer- 
cy and fax herly care and providence over you his dear 
hath now gracioufly accomplifhcd that good 
work -imonc-ft many others, which 1 (as a friend of the 
bridegroom) have full heartily wifhed and often pray- 
ed for ; 1 thin.k it good, yea, and my bounden duty, to 
treat of fucli things as may be profitable to prefcrve 



mutual love and faithful amity between you, which I 
know Satan will chiefly labour to diminifh, if he 
cannot altogether dedroy the fame, left by many joyful 
occafions you fliould be provoked continually to praife 
God for his good gift, which that enemy hath by all 
means fought to hinder you from. 

As for all other things, 1 know you are fufficienthr 
jnftrucled, and have alfo a mod learned companion, 
who is well able further to teach you if need do require: 
but in this particular 1 know my experience is more 
than his. Therefore (my good fider) fird and before 
all things fee that you diligently confider, that as every 
good and perfedt gift pertaining to foul and body, i s 
given from above, and cometh down from the Father 
of Lights ; even foto whomfoever the Lord dealeth any 
of his benefits, of them he doth chiefly require always 
a thankful heart for the fame, for elfe he will cither 
take away his good gifts again, or turn the fame to 
their great difadvantage, and in the end ro the increafe 
of their damnation: fo deteflable in his fight is the Jin 
of ingratitude. But to fuch as be thankful for his bene- 
fits, he doth not only to the old ever add new, but alfo 
maketh the goodnefs of his former gifts ever more and 
more to increafe, until by them they are fully perfuaded 
and thoroughly certified of his everlading love in 
Chrift Jefus, which is eternal life itfclf: fo much doth 
he of his great mercy delight in a thankful heart. 

Therefore I do yet once again earncdly requeft you, 
that above all things you be thankful to God for his 
benefits not only for your eleei ion, creation, redemption, 
and prefervation ; but alfo for his other temporal gifts, 
wherewith he hath indued you; amongd which the 
chief and mod excellent is (as tcdificth the Holy Ghoft) 
gour good, faithful, and loving hufband. For as the 
wife man faith, goods and poflcfTions may come to a 
man by the death of his friend, but a good wife is the 
gift of God, which the Lord will give for a good por- 
tion to fuch as fear him. 

And the like is of a good hufband, as the Lord hath 
now given you, praifed be his holy name. He hath 
not given you an ignorant, froward, churlifti, brawling, 
waftcful, rioting, drunken hufband, wheriiwith he hath 
plagued many others (as he might alfo have done you); 
but he hath given you a mod godly, learned, gentle, 
loving, quiet, patient, thrifty, diligent, and fohcr 
hufband, who will nourifh, chcrifh, keep, and defend 
you,inltruc"t you and teach you, yea care and provide for 
)ou and your children (which he will alfo by him give 
you) fuch things as be ncceffary for you. He hath not 
dealt fo with every body ; and yet he hath done this 
much more for you, mv dear fider, and will thereto in- 
he delighteth 
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in the love and godly agrc 

thcr ; fo it is he only that maketh them and all the 
whole houfliold to be only of one mind. Unto which 
his rrracious work he requireth your diligence, and will 
ufc you as his inftrument and mean, the more effectu- 
ally to accompliflt the fame. And therefore I now re- 
quire you to obfervc this my fimple counfel, which I 
have here written as a tedimonial of my good will to- 
wards you, becaufc I think in this life 1 Jhall never 
more fee you. 

Now as I have {hewed you how you fliould be thanK- 
ful unto God for his good gifts, fo I exhort you, and 
as much as in me licth, charge yon to be evermore 
thankful unto vour dear and loving hufband, yno 
hath given himfelf unto you, who is a more precious 
jewel in the church of God, than perchance you au 
yet aware of. Think yourfelf unworthy to be matched 
with fuch an indrumcnt of God ; and alfo reverence 
evermore the gifts of God in him, and fcek with true 
obedience and love to ferve him, in recompence ot ms 
true and painful heart towards you. Be loth in any w»c 
to offend him, yea rather be careful and diligent to 
pleafc him, that his foul may blefs you. If at any time 
you fliall chance to anger him, or to do or fpeaK any 
thing that fliall grieve him, fee that you never 
reft until you have pacified him and made him nun? 
again. 
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time he fliall chance to blame you witl 
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a caufc, or for that you cannot do therewith (which 
thing happcneth fometimes to the beft man living), fee 
that you bear it patiently, and give him no uncomely 
or unkind word for it; but always look upon him wish 
a loving and chearful countenance, and rather take the 
fault upon jou than fecm to be difpleafed. 

Be always merry- and chearful in his company, but 
not with too much lightnefs. Beware in any wife of 
fuelling, pouting, or louring, for that is a token of 
a cruel and unloving heart; except it be in refpecT: of 
fin, or in the time of ficknefs. 

Be not forrowful for any adverfity that God fendcth; 
but beware that nothing be fpilt or go to wafte through 
your negligence. In any wife fee that you be quick 
and cleanly about his meat and drink, and prepare him 
the fame according to his diet in due feafon. Go clean- 
ly and wcll-favouredly in your apparel, but beware of 
pride in any wife. 

Finally, in word and deed (hew yourfclf wife, hum- 
ble, merry, and loving towards him, and alfo towards 
fuch as he doth love, and then you fhall lead a blefftd 
life. I could fpeak of many things, which I have learned 
and proved true by experience; but I know that you 
will do in all things' much better than I can teach you, 
becaufe you have thic anointing that teacheth you all 
things, who hath alfo given you an heart to obey and 
ferve him. Yet 1 truft you will not be offended for 
this which I have written, but raiher accept my good 
will towards you, whom 1 love in the Lord, as well as 



both to God, 
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defiring him to blefs you with all 
bleflings in heavenly things, and 
of heaven, and fatnefs of the earth, that in all things 
you may be made rich in Jefus Chrift our Lord and 
only Saviour. The Lord increafe and blefs the fruit of 
your bodies, that your children may (land round about 
your table,' thick, frefh, and lully, like the olive 
branches. God give you both a long life, that you may 
fee and blefs your children's children, unto the third 
and fourth generation, and teach them the true fear 
and love of God, and that faith for which they fhall be 
accepted in his fight. 

God let )ou fee the profperity of Sion, for whofe ly- 
ing in the duft let your hearts mourn. The Lord make 
perfect your love together in him, and aiwais increafe 
the fame, and bring you both in peace to your graves, 
at a good age. And now I bid yuu both molt heartily 
farewel; and I think I fhall now take my leave of you 
for ever in this life. I befeech you both to aid me with 
your continual prayers, (as I will not forget you in 
mine) that I may have a joyful victory through Jefus 
Chrift: to whofe molt merciful protection I do moft 
heartily for ever commend you to be kept unblamcable 
until his coming. Which I beftcch him to haftcn lor 
his mercy's fake. 

Your own unfeigned, JOHN CARELESS, 
prifoncr of the Lord. 



The HISTORY and MARTYRDOM of JULIUS 
PALMER, a learned and virtuous young Man, fomc 
time Fellow of Magdalen College, 'in Oxford ; 
with two other Martvrs, named JOHN GW1N, and 
THOMAS ASKHSf, burnt togcthtr at a Place called 
the Sand- Pits, in Newbury, jim; the 1 6th 0/ July. 

The HISTORY' of JULIUS PALMER. 

AS all the works of God arc wonderful in calling all 
forts of men to confirm his truth, and to bear 
witnefs to his affured and infallible word, which the 
adverfaries have depraved and corrupted with their falfe 
gloffes, to cftablifh the flcfhly kingdom of Antichnit, 
and to purchafe fecurity in the world, which polliffion 
they feck, and by all poffible means endeavour to keep; 
rather curfing with the thunderbolt of excommunica- 
tion, burning, hanging, drowning, racking, fcourging, 
and perfecuting by fecret practice, and open violence, 



1 1 the fimplc fheep of our Saviour Chrifl, that the lr talic 
; forged packing lhould be deccclcd, their estimation im- 
jj paired, their kitchen cooled, and their rents, revenues, 
goods, lands, and poffeiTions abated: I fay, as God's 
works are admirable in chufing fomc of all foits to con- 
fefs his gofpel ; f.> there is no one example, in the 
whole godiy fellowlliip of martvrs, more rcmai liable 
and amazing than this, that a pcrfon, who in all the 
days of king Edward; was a pnpift in the univerlity of 
Oxford, fo rigid and obftinate, that he utterly abhor- 
red all godly prayer, and (incere preaching; and he 
himfell' as little reflected; and, as it were, pointed ar, 
by almoft all thole with whom he lived: that fuch a 
perfon, I fay, fliould fuller perfection and death by 
the papifts for the truth of the gofpel in .the reign of 
queen Mary (as he readily and zcaloufly did J, is very 
admirable and furprifing. 

He was born in Coventry, where alfo his parents 
dwelt. His father had fometiine been mayor of the 
city, and occupied merchandize, although he was an 
upholfterer by bufinefs. How he was brought up in 
his young and tender years, from his full entering, we 
know nor, but as we have learned, he was fometime 
fcholar to Mr. Hurley of Magdalen-college in Oxford; 
by whole diligence, and the goodnefs ot his own capa- 
city, he became a toward young fcholar in profe and 
vcrfe. For he had a very prompt and ready memory, 
a wit fharp and pregnant. He fpake Latin with greac 
facility of utterance, and warned not competent know- 
ledge in the Greek tongue; infonuich that divers times 
he fupplicd the room of the Greek reader in his houfe. 
He was a fubtle difputer, both in the public fchools, 
and alfo at home. He ufed to fay, that he was never 
fo pieafantly occupied, as when he came to the haul 
debating of profound qucftions in philofophy; fo that 
he hath oftentimes watched and fpenc the whole night 
in the difcuflingand fearchtng out. the truth of deep and 
difficult qucftions. And this he ulcd to do fundrv uincs 
with divers of his equals. 

In familiar talk he greatly delighted, for the excrcife 
of his learning, to defend the contrary to that which 
was afhrmed, yet with modefly, and without all often- 
tation. For he greatly abhorred all cavilling, all fri- 
volous talk, and unfavoury babbling. He was not cap- 
tious, but would reafon fo fobcrlv, and with fuch pro- 
bability, that even his adverfaries Mould no lei's marvel 
at the dexterity of his invention, than at his comely 
and decent behaviour in profecuting the fame. 

And although he applied to divinity very late, it ap- 
pcarcth that he recompenfed the fmall rimeot his ftudy 
with the greatnefs of his diligence bellowed in the 
fame, and his late coming to the truth with his earned 
and zealous proceeding therein. For by the fecret in- 
fpiration of God's Holy Spirit inwardly working in his 
heart, he gave an apparent fignification in his young 
years, that it God had (pared ins life longer, he would 
have grown to fuch maturity and ripenefs of judgment, 
as thereby he would have been an ornament to Chrift's 
church, and an honour to his country. 

And fomewhat to fpeak of his civil behaviour, he 
was of manners courteous without curiofity, of coun- 
tenance chearful, without high looks, of fpeech plea- 
fant, without affectation, he was ariablc and lowly as 
any child, and yet quick-fpiritcd, and vehement in rea- 
foning. He pradtifed no deceit toward any man, for 
he was of fuch (implicit)-, that he was apter to be de- 
ceived than to deceive, and he was fo great a contemner 
of all reproaches, that he would fay, None were to be 
counted valiant, but fuch as could defpife injury. 

In private ftudy he was fo indefatigable, that he arofe 
ordinarily every morning at four of the clock, and went 
to bed before ten at night, lnfomuch that as he <>rew- 
in years and undcrftanding, fo he caine to be a bachelor 
of arts, and at length for the hope appearing in him to 
the preferment of a fellowfhip in Magdalen-college, 
where alfo he was adniitced to the oriice of a reader "in 
logic, Anno 1550. Now if he had at the firft favoured 
iinccre religion, lo much as he followed his book, then 
had we the lets matter to note in him. Utit indeed he 
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■was fo much (as is before faid) addicted to the Romifti 
faith, that his company and converfation in the fame 
houfe was altogether with fuch as were utter enemies to 
the gofpel of Chrift. If he came to common prayer at 
any time, it was by violence and compulfion, for other- 
wife he came not. Sermons would he hear none him- 
felf, nor yet fufFer his fcholars to refort unto them by 
his good will: for he was fully perfuaded, that they 
might be better occupied at home. The- preachers 
themfelves he did bothdifdain and defpife, and all fuch 
as were fctters-forth of found doctrine befide. For 
which , contumacy and ftubbornnefs, he was fo often 
called before the officers of the college, and puniftied 
fometimes by the purfe, fometimes by the lack of his 
commons, and othervv ife by certain tafks, and exercifes 
of learning' enjoined unto him, that divers fuppofed 
him to have endeavoured, of fet purpofe, c'ontinuaHy 
. to feek occafion, whereby he might be accounted a fuf- 
ferer for the fanatical religion of the Romifti church. 

In the end, not long before the death of king Ed- 
ward, certain flanderous libels and railing verfes were 
privily fixed to the walls and doors in fundry places of 
the college againft the prefident, which was then Dr. 
Haddon, whereby was adminiftered further matter of 
trouble to Palmer. For whereas it was well known 
that he and fome of his companions had a very little 
time before fpoken contumelious words againft the pre- 
fident, it could not be now avoided, but that thereby 
arofe a vehement furmife and fufpicion, that he con- 
fpiring with others, had contrived, made, and fcat- 
tered abroad the faid flanderous writings. Great in- 
quifition was made in the college, to fearch out the au- 
thor of fo malicious and defpiteful a deed, but nothing 
could he found and proved againft Palmer or any of 
his companions. Now Palmer being hereupon exa- 
mined by the officers, did not only with ftout courage 
deny the fail to have been his, but alfo fpake further 
many reproachful words touching the faid officers, and 
fent the fame to them in writing, whereby he was by 
them adjudged to be an unworthy member- of that fo- 
ciety. And fo for this and other popiih pranks (con- 
tinuing obftinate ftill) he was expelled the houfc. 

After he was thus expelled, he was obliged for his 
maintenance to apply himfelf to be a teacher of chil- 
dren in the houfe of iir Francis Knolles, in which trade 
he continued until the coming in of queen Mary. And 
when her vifitors were fent to Magdalen-college, under 
a title of reformation (whereas all things were better be- 
fore), that is, difplace feveral of the fellows that were 
learned, and to put right catholics (as they called them) 
in their rooms; then came this Julius' Palmer, waiting 
to be reftored to his living again, of which he had been 
deprived before, thinking by p.ood right to be reftored 
by them, whofe faith and religion (as he faid) he did to 
the uttermoft of his power defend and maintain. And 
indeed at length he obtained the fame. Then after he 
was reftored again to his houfe in queen Mary's reign, 
God dealt fo mercifully with him, that in the end he 
became of an obftinate papilt, an earneft and zealous . 
proteftant. 

Concerning whofe converfion to the truth, for the 
more credit to be given to the fame, we have here in- 
ferted a letter written by one Mr. Bullingham, fellow, 
in fome part of king Edward's time, with the faid Pal- 
mer, then alfo of the fame religion with him, and to- 
ward the latter end of the faid king's reign a voluntary 
exile in France for popery ; in queen Mary's days like- 
wife a chaplain unto Stephen Gardiner, biftiop of Win- 
chefter; and after the coming in of queen Elizabeth, 
fuch an one as for his own obftinacy was difcharged 
from all his livings by her majefty's commifnoners : and 
yet how (God be praifed for it) a moll conftant pro- 
feflbr and earneft teacher of the word of God. This 
man, at the requeft of a certain friend of his in London, 
being defirous to know the certain truth thereof, w rote 
unto him concerning this Julius Palmer. The copy of 
which letter we thought good here to infert, becaufe the 
parties being alive can teftify the fame to be true, if any 
roan fliall doubt thereof. 



A .LETTER ' 
From Mr. BULLINGHAM to hi± FRIEND. : 

MASTER BULLINGHAM, I wifh you and all 
your's continual health in the Lord. Hitherto 
have I not written any thing unto you concerning Julius 
Palmer, that conftant witnefs of God's truth, for that 
his doings and fayings known unto me, were worn out 
of my remembrance; and to write an untruth, it were 
rather to deface and blemifh, than to adorn and heaii. 
tify him. After his converfion to the moft holy gofpef 
I never faw his face. Wherefore the lefs have I to cer- 
tify you of. But fo much as feemeth to me to'fervc 
moft unto the purpofe, here I commend unto you; and 
in witnefs that my fayings are true, I fubferibe my ' 
name, willing and befeeching you to publirtr the fame 
to the whole world, &c. At the time I Bullingham 
intended to forfake England, and fly into France for 
the wicked pope's fake, (which came to pafs indeed, 
for I was in Roan for a time) this Julius Palmer and 
Richard Duck brought me onwards in my journey till 
we came to London: where on a day, Julius Palmer 
and I walked to St. James's, the queen's palace; and 
as we leaned at the great gate of that palace, Palmer 
fpake thus unto me : 

" Bullingham, you know in what mifery and calamities 
we are fallen for the pope and his religion. We are 
young men, abhorred of all men now prefently, and 
like to be abhorred more and more. Let us confider 
what hangeth over our heads. You are departing into 
a ftrange country, both friendlefs and moneylefs, where 
I fear you ihall tafte of fourer fauces than hitherto you 
have done. And as for me, I am at my wit's end. 
The face of hell itfelf is as amiable unto me, as thcfight 
of Magdalen-college ; for there 1 am hated as a venom, 
ous toad. Would God 1 were raked under the earth. 
And as touching our religion, even our confeiences 
bear witnefs that we tafte not fuch an inward fweetnefs 
in the profeffion thereof, as we underftand the gofpel- 
lers tafte in their religion: yea, to fay the truth, we 
maintain we know not what, rather of will than of know- 
ledge. But what then? rather than I will yield unto 
them, I will beg my bread."— So Palmer bequeathed 
himfelf to the wide world, and I pafled over into Nor- 
mandy. At my return into England, my chance was 
to meet Palmer in Sr. Paul's, where a rood was fet up. 
(This our meeting was in the beginning of queen Mary's 
reign, and our miferable departure not long before the 
end of king Edward's days.) Then after our greeting, 
thus faid Palmer: Bullingham, is this our God, for 
whom we have fmartcd? No, Palmer (quoth I) it is 
an image of him. An image! (quoth he) 1 tell thee 
plainly, Bullingham, John Calvin, whofe inftitutions I 
have perufed fince our departure, telleth me plainly by I 
God's word, that it is an idol, and that the pope is 
Antichrift, and his clergy the filthy fink-hole of hell, 
and now 1 believe it; for I feel it fenfibly. O that God 
had revealed thefe matters unto me in times pail. I 
would have bequeathed this Romifh religion, or rather 
irreligion, to the devil of hell, from whence it came. 
Believe them not Bullingham. I will rather have thefe 
knees pared off, than 1 will kneel to yonder, block of 
wood (meaning the rood). God help me, I am born to 
trouble and adverfity in this world. Well, Palmer, (faid 
1) is the wind in that corner with you? 1 warrant you 
it will blow you to little eafe, at the end. I will never 
have to do with you again. So I left Palmer walking 
in St. Paul's, who through the element of fire is exalted 
above clouds, where eternal reft is prepared for perfe- 
cted martyrs. Thus much is true, and let it be known, 
that I Bullingham affirm it to be true. More I have 
not to fay. In thefe words and deeds it appeareth that 
God had elected him. 

From Bridgewater, April 26, 156.2, 

By me, JOHN BULLINGHAM. 

When he was by the vifitors reftored to his college, 
although he began fomcthing to favour and tafte of 
God's 
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Parfon. Do you not read hkewife, Whofoe^er }n- 
vbcateth the name of the Lord (hall be faved? Ergo, 
pb none but the godly call upon him ? Therefore you 
Piuft mark how St.. Paul anfwereth you. He faith. 
That the wicked do eat the true body to their condem- 

D *^ s palmer was bent to'anfwer him at the full, the 
narfon interrupted him, crying ftill, What fayeft thou 
to St. Paul? 

Palmer. I fay that St. Paul hath faid no fuch 
words. 

Parfon. See, the impudent fellow denieth the plain 
text : He that eateth and drinketh the. body of the Lord 
unworthily, is guilty of judgment. 

Palmer. 1 befeech you lend me your book. 

Parfon. Not fo. ..' 
' The Sheriff I pray you lend him your book. 

So the book was given over to him. 
' Palmer. Your own book hath, §tut manducat bunc 
pnem, &c. He that eateth this bread. 

Parfon. But St. Jerome's tranflation hath Corpus, 
Body.' ■ 

Palmer. Not fo,^ Mr. Parfon, and God be praifed 
that I have in the mean feafon fhut up your lips with 
your own book. 

. Jeffrey. It is no matter whether you write Bread or 
Body, for we are able to prove that he meant the Body. 
And whereas you fay, they cat it fpiritually, that is but 
a blind (hift of defcant. 
. Palmer What.fhould I fay elfc? 

Jeffrey. As the holy church faith, really, carnally, 
jiibrtantially. 

L Palmer. And with as good fcripture, I may fay 
grofsly or monftroufly. 

^Jeffrey. Thou fprakeft wickedly. But tell trie, Is 
'Chr'ivV prefent in the facrament, or no ? 

Palmer. He is prefent. 
" Jeffrey. How is he prefent ? 

, Palmer. The doctors fay, Modo ineffabili, In a man- 
ner not to be expreffed. Therefore » hy do you afk 
.roe? Would to God you had a mind ready to believe 
■%,ot I tongue able to exprefs it unto you. 

- More of his examination in that time and place is not 
'come' to our hands ; wherefore we muft leave it. In 
the. mean . feafon we are credibly informed of this, that 
Ifir'Richard Abridges, the fame day after dinner, fent 
!for him to his lodging, and there, in the prefence of 
.divers perfons yet alive in Newbury and elfewhere, 
,fpiendly exhorting him to revoke his opinion, to fpare 
his young years, wit and learning. If thou wilt be 
'conformable, and (hew thyfelf corrigible and repentant, 
•in good fajth, faid he, I promife thee before this .com- 
i fpany, I will, give thee meat and drink, and books, and 
.ten pounds yearly, fo .long as thou wilt dwell with me. 
-And if thou wilt fct thy mind to marriage, I will pro- 
cure thee. a wife and a farm, and help to furnifh and fit 
' farm for thee. How fayed thou ? , 
Palmer thanked him very courteoufiy, and made him 
• furtherf anhver- concerning his religion fomcuhat at 
fijatge, Iaut very modefUy and reverently; concluding: 
;5 in the end, that as he had already in two places re- 
nounced his living for ChrilV's fake, fo he would 
^Ith God's grace be ready to furrendcr and yield 
n&V-hia life alfo for the fame, when God fhould think 

f^en faid Mr. Winchcpmb, Take pity on thy golden 
itfears, and pleafant flowers of lufty youth, before it be 
bjop late. 

Iv.'Palmer. Sir, I long for thofe fpringing flowers, that 
MM I never fade away. 

|,- Winchcomb. If thou be at point, I have done 
twith thee. 

| . Then was Palmer commanded again to the Blind- 
|houfe,.'but the other two men were led again the fame 
fefternoon to the confiflory, and there was condemned, 
(Land delivered to the fecular power of the fhcriff there 
IPrefent, fir Richard Abridges. 

|...It.is reported alfo, that Dr. Jeffrey offered Palmer 
P good living, if he would outwardly fhew htmfelf 

j. 4»: 

i 
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conformable, keeping .hi* confcicnce fecret to him- 
felfy or. at leaft to declare that he doubted which 
was the trueff. doctrine. But I cannot affirm it for a 
furcty. ; 

The next morning, the.r6th of July, Palmer was 
required to fubferibe to certain articles, which they 
had drawn out, touching the caufe of hi's condem- 
nation: in the front whereof were heaped together 
many heinous terms, as horrible, heretical, damnable, 
deviliih, and execrable doclrine. To thefe words 
Palmer refufed to fubferibe, affirming that the doctrine 
which he profeffed was not fuch, but good and found 
doclrine. 

Jeffrey. You may fee, good people, what fhifts 
thefe Heretics feek, to efcape burning, when they 
fee juftice adminiftered unto them. But I tell thee, 
this ftile is agreeable to the law, and therefore 1 cannot 
alter it. 

Palmer. Then I cannot fubferibe to it. 

Jeffrey. Wilt thou then crave mercy, if thou likeft 
not juftice, and revoke thy herefy? 

Palmer. I forfake the pope and his popelings, with 
all popifh herefy. 

Jeffrey. Then fubferibe to the articles. 

Palmer. Alter the epithets, and I will fub- 
feribe. 

Jeffrey. Subfcribe and qualify the matter with thine 
own pen. So he fubferibed. Whereupon Dr Jeffrey 
proceeded to read the popifh fentencc of his cruel con- 
demnation, and fo was he delivered to the charge of the 
fecular power, and was burnt the fame day in the after- 
noon, about five o'clock. 

Within one hour before they went to the place of 
execution, Palmer in the prefence of many people, 
comforted his companions with thefe words. Brethren, 
faid he, be of good chear in the Lord, and faint not. 
Remember the words of our Saviour Chrift, where he 
faith, " Happy are you when men revile you and per- 
secute you for righteoufnefs' fake. Rejoice and be glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven. Fear not them that 
kill ihe body, and be not able to touch the foul. God 
is faithful, and will not fuffer us to be tempted further 
than we fhall be able to bear." We fhall not end our 
lives in the fire, but make a change for a better life. 
Yea, for coals, we fhall receive pearls. For God's Holy 
Spirit certifieth our Spirit, that he hath even now pre- 
pared for us a fweet fuppcr in heaven for his fake who 
fuffered for: us. 

With thefe and fuch like words, he did hot only 
comfort the hearts of his weak brethren that were with 
him appointed as fheep to be flain, but alfo wrefted 
out plentiful tears from the eyes of many that heard 
him. And as they were finging a pfalmj came fir 
Richard Abridges, the fheriff, and the bailiffs.of the 
town, with a great company of armed men, to conduct 
them to the fire. When they were come to the place 
appointed for their fuffering, they-all three fell to the 
ground, and Palmer, with an audible voice pronounced 
the 31ft pfalm; but the other two made their prayers 
fecretly to Almighty God. 

And as Palmer began to arife, there came behind 
( him two popifh pricfts, exhorting him to recant and 
fave his foul. P.ilmer anfwered and faid, Away, away, 
tempt me ho longer. Away, I fay, from me all you 
that work iniquity ; for the Lord hath heard the voice 
of. my tears. And fo forthwith they put off their rai- 
ment, and went to the ftake and kiffed it. And when 
they were bound to the poft, Palmer faid. Good people, 
pray for us, that we may perfevere to the end. . And 
for Chrift's fake beware of popifh" teachers, for they de^ 
ceive you. 

As he fpake this, a fervant of one of the bailiffs threw 
a faggot at his face, fo that the blood gufhed out in di- 
vers places.' At which- the. fhcriff was very angry, ancl 
called him a cruel tormentor, and with his walking- 
ftaff broke his head, that the blood likewife ran down 
about his ears. When the fire was kindled, and began 
to take hold upon their bodies, they lifted up their 
hands towards heaven, and quietly and chearfully, as 
6 CL though 
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though they had felt no fmart, they crwd, Lord Jefus 
ftrengthen us, Ix>rd Jefus affift us, Lord Jefns receive 
our fouls. And fo they continued without any flrug- 
gling, holding up their hands, and knocking their 
hearts, and calting upon Jefus until they had ended their 



An Account of the Trouble of Peter Moon and bis 
Wife, and qfoiber godly Proteftants, at Bi (hop Hop- 
ton's Vifltation in Ipfwich. 

TN the year 1556, a vifltation was held by Dr. Hop- 
1 ton, then bifhop of Norwich, and Miles Dunnings, 
his chanchtllor, at Ipfwich, in Suffolk, where divers 
godly proteftants, through the accufation of evil men, 
were much troubled; among whom were Peter Moon, 
a taylor, and his wife: they were accufed of difobe- 
diencc to the law, in not coming to church, and refilling 
to partake of fuch Romifli obfervances as at that time 

W£ And Virft the faid Peter Moon was commanded to 
come before the bifhop, where he was examined of 
three feverat articles, viz. 1. Whether the pope were 
fupreme head. 2. Whether king William and queer* 
Mary were right heirs to the crown. 3. And whether 
in the facrament of the altar was the very body of Ghnft 
fubftantially and really there prcfent. 

Unto which the faid Peter Moon being timorous and 
weak fearing more the face of man that the heavy 
wrath of God, affirmed, and in a manner granted unto 
their demands. 

Thus as this fpiritual father was commending his car- 
nal child, and rather preferring him to hell-fire than 
unto the fincere word and commandments of God, one 
of the portmen of the fame town, named Smart, 
an earned member of their Romiffi taw perceiving 
the bifhop thus, as it were, at an end with the 
faid Moon, and fo he like to be difcharge^ faid unto 
the bifhop. My lord, 1 have a good opinion of the 
man, and that he will be conformable; but, my lord, 
he hath a perilous woman to his wife. 1-or flic never 
came to church yet fince the queen's reign except it 
were at even-fong, or when fhe was churched and 
not till mafs were done. Wherefore your good lordih.p 
might do a good deed to caufe her to come before 
Vou, and to fee if you could do any good. And there- 
fore I befecch your good lordfhip to command him to 
pray her to come before your lordfhip. . 

At which words Moon was fomewhat moved, in that 
■he faid, Command him to pray her to come before your 
lordfhip. And he faid unto him, under my lord s cor- 
rection I fpeak, I am as able to command her to come 
before my lord, as you are to command the wortt boy in 
your houfe. Yea, my lord, faid the other, I cry your 
lordfhip mercy : I have informed your lordfhip with an 
untruth, if this be fo. But if he be fo able as he faith, 
he might have commanded her to have come ™ church 
in all this time, if it had pleafed him. Well, faid the 
bifhop, look you come before 
bring your wife with you 1 ""' 
As my lord's dinner " 



. will talk with her. 
that tirrie was ferving up, 



Moon departed, and tarried not to take part thereof, 
havino- fuch an hard breakfafl given him before to digeft. 
At afternoon Moon delayed and waited his time, be- 
thinking when he might moft conveniently come, 
efpecially when his accufer and his wife fhould not 
have been there. And according to the commandment 
came with his -wife, which was not fo fecretly done, 
but his accufer had knowledge thereof, and :.came 
-with all expedition in fuch poft-fpeed that he was 
in a manner breathlefs when he entered the bifhop s 
chamber. ^, . ., 

The bifhop hearing that Moon and his wife were 
eome called for them, and faid to Moon, Is this your 
wife," Moon? Yea, my lord, faid he. O good lord, 
faid the bifhop, how a man may be deceived in a 
woman ! 1 promife you a man would take her for as 



honeft a woman, by all outward appearance, as can 
be. Why, my lord, faid Moon's wife, 1 truft there 
is none than can charge me with any difhonefty, 33 
concerning my body ; I defy all the world in that 
refpedt. 

Nay, quoth the bifhop, I mean not as concerning 
the difhonefty of thy body ; but thou hadft done better 
to have given the ufe of thy body unto twenty fundry 
men, than to do as thou haft done. For thou haft done 
as much as in thee lieth, to pluck the king and the 
queen's majeftics out of their royal feats through thy 
difobedience, in fhewing thyfelf an open enemy unto 
God's laws, and their proceedings. 

Then the bifhop began to examine the faid Moon 
again with the aforefaid articles, and his wife alfo. 
And flic hearing her hufband relent, did alfo affirm the 
fame, which turned to their great trouble of mind 
afterward. Dunning, the bifhop's chancellor, then 
came up in great haffe, and brought news to the bi- 
fhop, that there was fuch a number of heretics come 
from Boxford, Lanham, and the cloth country, that 
it would make a man out of his wits to hear them: 
and there are among them both heretics and anabap- 
tifts, faid he. And thus Dr. Dunning with his bluf- 
tering words interrupting Moon's examination, went 
down again as the devil had driven him, to take order 
what fhould be done with them. 

The bifhop beginning to bewail the ftate of the coun- 
„y, in that it was fo infected with fuch a number of 
heretics, and rehearfing partly their opinions to thofe 
that were at that time in the chamber, Moon's wife had 
a young child which fhe nurfed herfelf, and the child 
being brought into the yard under the bifhop's chamber, 
cried fo that fhe heard it; and then faid, My lord, I 
truft you have done with me. My child crieth beneath, 
I muft go give my child fuck, with fuch like words. 
And the bifhop being fas it were) out of mind to talk 
with them any more, faid, Go your way, I will talk 
with you in the morning ; look you, be here again in 
the morning: with this they both departed. 

And beneath in the ftone-hall of the fame houfe, the 
chancellor Dunning being very bufy about his Woody 
bufinefs, efpied Moon and his wife coming, and muft 
needs pafs by the place where he flood, and faid, Nay, 
foft, I muft talk with you both ; for ye are as evil as any 
that are here to-day. To whom Moon's wife anfwered, 
My lord hath had us in examination, and therefore you 
fhall have nought to do with us. Nay, quoth he, ye 
fhall not fo efcape, I muft talk with you alfo. Unto 
whom Moon anfwered, My lord hath taken order with 
us, and therefore we are as his lordfhip hath appointed, 
and muft repair again before him to-morrow. 

So Moon departed and his wife without hurt of body: 
but afterwards when they, with Perer the apoftle, beheld 
the face of Chriff, they were fore wounded in their con- 
fidences, aftiamed of their doings, and alfo at the door 
of defperation. Infomuch that when he came home to 
his houfe, and entering into a parlour alone by himfelf, 
confidcring his eftate, and feeing where a fword of his 
did hang againft a wall, he was carneftly allured by 'the 
enemy Satan to have taken it down, and therewith to 
have Bain himfelf : but God, which cafleth not away the 
penitent fmner, repeming his fall with a 'fincere heart, 
defended his unworthy fervant from that temptation, 
and hath (I truft) left him to the amendment of hfc<by 
the aflifiance of his Holy Spirit, and to make him one 
among the elect that fhall be fayed. 

The morrow they both remained and kept houfe wit s 
no fmall grief of confeience, waiting and looking vvidi 
fear when to be fent to the bifhop, rather than ofler- 
ine their diligence to keep the bifhop's appointment: 
but God fo wrought, that when the time drew near that 
they feared the bifhop's call, the bells rung for his depar- 
ture out of town. For which they were not only glad, 
but alfo many a good heart in Ipfwich rejoiced-and gave 
thanks to God. God for his mercy grant, that our ins 
may never defer ve to provoke God's anger, left the liKe 
days fhould come again. And if they fo do, God make 
us, with all other weaklings, ftrong and worthy 
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God's truth, by conference and company of certain 
godly and. zealous men abroad, in the time of his ex* 
nulfion, .especially at tHe houfe of fir Francis Kriofles; 
yet he was not thoroughly perfuaded, but in molt points 
continued for a while either blind, or elfe doubtful. 
Neither could he chufe, but utter himfelf in private 
reaforiing from time to time, both in what points he was 
fully refolved, and alfo of what points he doubted. For 
fuch was always his nature, both in popery and in the 
gofpel, utterly rb deteft all diffimulation; infomuch, rhat 
By the means of his plainnefs, and for that he could not 
flatter, he.fuftered much trouble, both in king Edward's 
and alfo in queen Mary'd time. Whereas he might at 
the firft have lived in great quietnefs, if he could have 
diffembled, and bpth done and fpoken agairift his con- 
fcience, as many ftirring papifts then did. ' And likewife 
he might have efcaped the flames in queen Mary's time, 
if he would either have fpoken, or kept filence againft 
his conference, as many weak gofpellefs did. But Pal- 
mer could in no wife differhble. 

Now, within a fhort time, God fp wrought in his 
heart, that he became very inquifitive, to hear and un- 
derftand how the martyrs were apprehended, what ar- 
ticles they died for, how they were ufed, arid after what 
manner they took their death. Infomuch that he fpared 
not, at his own charges to fend over one of his feholars, 
in company with a bachelor of i hat houfe, to Gloucefter, 
to fee and underftand the whole order of bifhop 
Hooper's death, and to bring him true-report thereof. 
Which. thing fome think he rather did becaufe he was 
wont in king Edward's time to fay, -hat none of them 
all would ftand to death for their religion. Thus lie 
learned with what great; extreme^ and horrible cruelty 
the martyrs of God were tried, and how valiantly they 
overcame all kind of torments to the end. Whereof 
he himfelf alfo did fee more experience afterwards, at 
the examination and death of thofe holy confeflbrs 
which were burnt at Oxford before his e> es : infomuch 
that the firft hope which the godly conceived of him, 
Was at his return from the burning of bifhop Ridley and 
bifhop Litimen At which time, in the hearing of 
divers of his friends, he broke out into thefe or fuch 
like words, O raging cruelty ! O tyranny tragical, and 
more than barbarous 1 

From that day forward he ftudioufly endeavoured to 
underftand the truth, and therefore with all fpeed he 
borrowed Peter Martyr's commentaries on the firft 'o 
the Corinthians, of one of Magdalen's yet alive, and 
other good books of other men. And fo through hearty 
prayer, and diligent fearch and conference of the fcrip- 
tures, at length he believed and embraced the truth 
with great joy; and fo profited in the fame, that daily 
more and more, he declared it both in word and deed : 
infomuch that ever afterwards he loved the truth as 
much as he before hated it, when it pleafed God to open 
his eyes, and to reveal unto him the light of his word. 
And now again when he fhould come to church in thofe 
days of popery, there to be occupied among the reft, in 
fingingof refponds, reading of legends, and fuch like 
fluff allotted to him, he had as much pleafure, he faid, 
to be at them, as a bear to be baited and worried with 
dogs. When he came, it was {as it appeared) more to 
avoid difpleafurc and danger, than for any good will, 
and ready affection. 

At length, through God's grace, he grew up to fuch 
maturity and ripcriefs in the truth, that he fpared not 
to declare certain fparks thereof in his outward beha- 
viour. For when he fhould keep his bowing meafurcs 
at the Confiteor (as the cuftom there was) in turning 
himfelf to and fro, fometimes eaftward, fometimcs weft- 
ward, and afterwards knock his bread at the time of 
elevation, againft thefe idolatrous adorations his heart 
did fo vehemently rife, that fometimes he would abfent 
himfelf from them, and fometimes being there, he 
would even at the iacring (as they termed it) gee him 
out of the church to avoid thofe ungodly geftures, and 
idolatrous adoration. To be fhort, perceiving aftira 
while, that he was greatly fufpected as well as difref- 
pecled by Mr. Cole, the prefident then being, and di- 
vers other* who before hadbeen his friendSi and finding 
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great .torment of confeieftee daily growing upon him, in 
his conversation with idolaters; and alfo feeing that his 
new 'life and old way of living could nor well quietly 
ftand together, he prepared himfelf to depart the houfel 
For he thought it not belt to abide the danger of expiil- 
fion, as he' did at firft, feeing the heat of the times in- 
creafing apace And being demanded at that time by 
a particular friend (who would gladly have perfuaded 
him to May there longer) whi'.her he would go, or hovir 
he would live, he made his anfwer, Dnmini rjt terra, & 
pleniludo ejus, that is, The earth is the Lord's, and the 
fulnefs thereof. Let the Lord work, I will commit 
myfelf to God and the wide world. 

Here I think it expedient, before I write of the pain- 
ful forges that he fuffered after he came abroad into 
the perilous gulfs and deep fea of this wretched wide 
world, firft, to rehearfe one or two examples of his out- 
ward behaviour, at fuch times as he had recourfe to the: 
college, after his laft departure, whereby the reader 
may yet better underftand his fimplicity and plainnefs, 
and how far wide he was from all cloaked diffimulatiofi 
in God's caufe, which certain godlefs perlons have 
fought malicioufly to charge him withal. Being at Ox- 
ford at a certain time, in Magdalen. college, and having 
knowledge that the Spanifh friar John ( who fucceeded 
Dr. Peter Martyr in the office of divinity lecturer) would 
preach there that prefent Sunday, he would not. at the 
firft confent to be prefent at it. At length a friend of 
his, a fellow of that houfe, perfuaded hirfi fo much, that 
he was content to accompam his faid friend to the 
church. But fuddenly, as the friar vehemently in- 
veighed againft God's truth, in defending certain po- 
pifh herefies, Palmer, having many eyes bent and di- 
rected towards him, departed from amongft the midft 
of the auditory, and was found in his friend's chamber 
weeping bitterly. Aferwards, being afked why He 
flipped away on fuch a fudden, O, faid he, if 1 had not 
openly departed, I (hould have openly ftopped mine 
ears; for the friar's blafphemous talk,' in difpreving, 
or rather depraving the verity, made mine ears not to 
glow, but my heart w orfe to fmart than if mine ears had 
been cut from my head. 

Jt chanced another time, that the fame friend of his, 
named Mr. Shipper, being then butler of the houfe, 
afked him to dinner in his chamber. Palmer not know- 
ing what guefts were alfo thither invited and bidden, 
happened there (contrary to his expectation ) to meet 
with the aforefaid friar, with whom were prefent Dr. 
Smith, Dr. Trefham, and divers other papitts, whofe? 
company Palir.tr could not well bear: and therefore 
wmfpering to his triend in the ear, he faid he would be 
gone, for that was no place for him: 1 will go, faid he, 
to the butler's fable in the great hall. The butler un- 
derftanding his mind, defircd him of all (nendfhip not 
fo to depart, alledging that it was the next way to be- 
tray himfelf, and as i: were on pur ( ;ofe to caft himfelf 
into the briar , wiih many oiher perfualions, as the! 
fhorrnefs of time would permit. In the end heconde- 
fcended to his requeft, and tarried. Now as he came 
to the fire-fide, the friar faluted him chiarfully in Latin, 
lor he could not fpeak Englifli. Palmer with all 
amiable countenance gently returned it; but when the 
friar offered him his hand, he caiting his eye afide, is 
though he had not fcen it, found matter to talk to ano- 
ther (landing by, and fo avoiding it; which thing was" 
well marked by fome, not without great grudge of 
ftomach. 

After they were fct and had well eaten, the friar with 
a pleafant look offering. him the cup, faid, Propind tibii 
jwvenis erudite, that is, I drink to you, learned young 
man. Palmer at that word, blufhirig as red as fcarlet,' 
anfwercd, N>n agyofco natrter,, domnie, that is, I acknow- 
ledge no fuch name, O lir. And therewith taking the 
cup at his hand, he fet it down by him, as though he 
would have pledged him anon, but in the end it was 
alfo well matked, that he did it not. When dinner 
was done, being fliarply rebuked by the faid butler his 
triend, for his Id unwile", uncivil, and unfce-mlv beha- 
viour (as he terrfted it), he nrat'fc .i;;fwer for 'Vnrii/elfj, 
and faid, O/ekm temto ton tfeiritiicvi , Jid frutiyt caput 
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meum, that is, The oil of thefe men doth not fupple, 
but breaketh my head. 

Another time, which was alfo the laft time of his 
being at Oxford, not long before his death, one Bar- 
wick an old acquaintance of his, being fometime clerk 
of Magdalen's and then fellow of Trinity-college, a 
rank papift, began to reafon with him in his friend's 
chamber aforefaid, and perceiving him to be zealous 
and earncft in the defence of the verity, he faid unto 
him, in the hearing of Mr. Thomas Parry, and others 
there prefent : Well, well, now thou art ftout, and 
hardy in thine opinion, but if thou wert once brought to 
the ftake, I believe thou wouldft tell me another tale. 
I advife thee beware of the fire, it is a fhrewd matter to 
burn. .Truly, faid Palmer, I have been in danger of 
burning once or twice, and hitherto, I thank God, I 
have efcaped it. But I judge verily, it will be my end 
at the laft, welcome be it, by the grace of God. In- 
deed it is a hard matter for them to burn, that have the 
. mind and foul linked to the body, as a thief's foot is 
tied in a pair of fetters : but if a man be once able, 
through the help of God's Spirit, to feparate and divide 
the foul from the body, for him it is no more maftery 
to burn, than for me to eat this piece of bread. 

Thus much by the way concerning his plainnefs, 
without diffimulation, and how he feared not openly to 
fhew himfelf more grieved in heart to hear the word of 
God blafphemed, than to fufferany worldly pains. Now 
let us; proceed in our ftory, and faithfully declare both 
the occafion and manner of his death. 

Within a fhort time after he had yielded up his fel- 
lowfhip in Oxford, he was through God's providence 
(who never faileth them that firft feek his glory) placed 
fchool mafter by patent in the grammar-fchool of Read- 
ing, where he was well accepted by all thofe that feared 
God, and favoured his word, as well for his good learn- 
ing and knowledge, and alfo for his earnelt zeal and 
profeffion of the truth. But Satan, the enemy of all 
godly attempts, envying his good procecdings,.and pros- 
perous fuccefs in the fame, would not fuffer him long 
there to be quiet. Wherefore he ftirrcd up againft him 
certain double faced hypocrites, who by diffimulation 
and crafty insinuation had crept in, to understand his 
fecrets under pretence of a zeal to the gofpel. Which 
men he (f.! faceting no deceit) right joyfully embraced, 
making th«.m privy to all his doings. For as he him- 
felf v.i-s then fervently inflamed with the love of hea- 
venly doctrine, fo he had an incredible defire by all 
means poffible to allure and encourage others to the 
profeflion of the fame. 

Thcfe faithful and trufly brethren, fo foon .as they 
had found good opportunity, fpared not in his abfence 
to rifle his ftudy of certain godly books and writings ; 
amongft which was his Replication to Morewine's verfes, 
touching Winchefter's epitaph, and other arguments 
both in Latin and Englifh, written by him againft the 
popifh proceedings, and especially againft their unna- 
tural and brutifh tyranny, executed towards the martyrs 
of God. When they had thus done, they were not 
afhamed to threaten him that they would exhibit the 
fame -to the council, unlefs he would without delay de- 
part out of their coafls, and give over the fchool to a 
friend of thcir's. The truth of this ftory appeareth in 
part, by a letter written with his own hand, put of 
prifon, eight days before he was burnt j which, becaufe 
it is of certain credit, and came to our hands, there- 
fore we arc the bolder to avouch it for a truth. 

Thus then was this filly young man, for the fafe- 
guard of his life, forced to depart on a fudden from 
Reading, leaving behind him in the hands of his ene- 
mies his goods, and one quarter's ftipend, and fo he 
took his journey towards Enfham, where his mother 
then dwelt, hoping to obtain at her hands certain le- 
gacies due to him by his father's laft will, which he 
mould have received certain years before; and taking 
his journey by Oxford, he requefted certain of his friends 
to accompany him thither. His mother understanding 
his ftate an<J errand by Mr. Shipper and his brother 
(whom he had fent before to intreatfor him), as foon as 
fhe. beheld him on his knees, alking her blelfing, as he 



had been accuftomed to do : Thou fhalr, faid fhe, have 
Chrift's curfe and mine wherefoever thou goeft. He 
paufing a little, as one amazed at fo heavy a greeting 
at length faid, O mother, your own curfe you may give 
me, which God knoweth I never defer ved, but God's 
curfe you cannot give me, for he hath already blefFe'd 
me. Nay, faid fhe, thou didft go from God's blefline 
into the warm fun, when thou wert banifhed for an 
heretic out of that worfhipful houfe in Oxford, and now 
for the like knavery, art driven out of Reading too. 
Alas, mother, faid he, you have been'rhifinformed. I 
was not expelled nor driven away, but freely refigned 
of mine own accord. And heretic I am none, for I 
Hand not ftubbornly againft any true doctrine, but de- 
fend it to my power. , And you may be fure, they ufc 
not to expel nor banifh, but to burn heretics (as they 
term them.) Well, quoth fhe, I am fure ! thou dolt 
not believe as thy father and I, and all our forefathers 
have done : but as we were taught by the new law in 
king Edward the Sixth's time, which is damnable 

Indeed I confefs, faid , he, that I believe that doc- 
trine which was taught in -king Edward's days, which 
is not herefy but truth, neither is it new, but as 
old as Chrift and his apoftles. If thou art at that 
point, faid fhe, I require thee to depart from my houfe, 
and out of my fight, and never take me more for thy 
mother hereafter. As for money and goods I have 
none of thine, thy father bequeathed nought for 
heretics. Faggots I have to burn thee, more thou 
getteft not at my hands. Mother, faid he, whereas 
you have curfed me, I again pray God to blefs you, 
and prbfper you al} your life long ; and with like 
foft talk, fwcet words, and abundance of tears trick, 
ling down his cheeks, he departed from her, where- 
with he fo mollified her hard heart, that fhe hurled 
an old angel after him, and faid, Take that to keep 
thee a true man. 

Thus poor Palmer, being deftitute of worldly friend- 
fliip, and cruelly repelled by her whom he rook to have 
been his fureft friend, knew not which way to turn his 
face. Soon after, when he had bethought himfelf, it 
came to his mind to return fecretly to Magdalen-college, 
upon the affured truft and affiance, that he had a fecret 
friend or two in that houfe. At which time, by thefuit 
of one Alanc Cope, then fcljow of the houfe, he obtained 
letters commendatory from Mr. Cole, prefident there, 
for his preferment to a fchool in Gloucefterfhire. So 
he getteth him away,' committed by his friends to God's 
divine protection, of whom fome accompanied him as 
far as Enfam Ferry, and fome to Burford. 

Afterward as he went alone mufing and pondering of 
matters, it came in his head (as he writeth in an epiftle 
to one of his friends) to leave his appointed journey, and 
to return privately to Reading, trufting there by the help 
I of friends to receive his quarter's ftipend, and convey 
his goods to the cuftody of fome trufty body. To 
Reading he cometh, and taketh up his lodgings at the 
Cardinal's Hat, deliring his hoftefs inftantly to aflign 
him a clofe chamber, where he might be alone from all 
refort of company. He came not fo clofely, but that 
this viperous generation had knowledge thereof. 
Wherefore without delay they laid their heads together, 
and con fu! ted what way they might moft fafely proceed 
againft him, to bring their old cankered malice to pafs. 
And foon it was concluded, that one Mr. Hampton 
(who then bare two faces under one hood, and under 
the colour of a brother played the part of a diffcmbling 
, hypocrite) Ihould refort to him under the pretence of 
friend (hip, to feel and fifli out the caufe of his repair to 
Reading. 

Palmer, as he was a limple man, and without all 
wrinkles of cloaked deceit, opened to him his whole 
intent. But Hampton earnestly perfuaded him to the 
contrary, declaring what danger might enfue if this 
were attempted. Againft his counfel Palmer replied 
very much, and as they waxed hot in talk, Hampton 
flung away in a fury, and faid, As he had fifhed, fo 
fhould he fowl for him. Palmer not yet fufpecting such 
devifed mifchief, as by this crooked and peft iferous 
gene- 
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generation was now in brewing againft him, .called' for 
his fupper, and went quietly to bed. Bu quiet 1 t c 
could not long reft there; for within a fhort fpac< 
after, the officers and their retinue came rufhing in ith 
lanthorns and bills, requiring him in the King and 
queen's name to make bimfdf ready, and quietly to de- 
part with thems and led him away as a lamb to the 
(laughter, and committed him to \iard, whom the 
keeper, as a ravening wolf greedy of his preyi brought 
down into a vile, flinking, and dark dungeon, pre- 
pared for thieves and murderers, and . there .he left him 
for a time, hanging by the hands and feet- in a pair of 
flocks, fo high, that well near no part of his body 
touched the ground. In this cave or dungeon he re- 
mained about ten days under, the tyranny of this un- 
merciful keeper. 

After this he was. brought before the mayor of Read- 
ing, and there, by the procurement of certain falfe 
brethren, divers grievous and enormous crimes were 
laid to. his charge, as treafon, feditioivfurmifed murder, 
and adultery. 

To w horn Palmer anfwered, that if fuch horrible and 
heinous crimes might be proved againft him, he would 
patiently fubmit himfelf to all kinds of torments that 
could be devifed. But O yecruel blood- fuckers, (faith 
he) ye follow the old practices of your progenitors, the 
viperous and wolfifli generation of pharifces and papifts: 
but- be- \e well aflured,, that God already feeth your 
fubtle devices and crafty packing, and will not fuffer the 
ourr.igeous-.fury of your venomous tongues and fiery 
heuirs. to tfcjpr unpunilhcd, 

All this while, no mention was made of herefy or 
heretical writings. 

Their greater! Proofs againft him were thefe: 

FIRST, That Palmer faid, the queen's fword . was 
not put into her hand to execute tyranny,, and to 

kill and murder the true fervants of God. 

Item, That her, fword was too. blunt toward, (he 
papifis, but toward the true chriftians it' was" too . 
ftiurp, .... 

Item, -That certain fervants of fir Francis Knolles 
and others, reforting to his lectures, had .fallen out 
among tbemfelves, and were like to have- committed 
murder, and therefore he was afower of fedition, and 
a procurer of unlawful affemblies. 

Item, -That his hoftefs had written a letter unto him, 
(which they had intercepted) wherein ,fhe required him 
to return to Reading, and fent him her commendations, 
by the token that the knife lay hid under the beam, 
whereby they gath- red that fhe hadconfpired with him 
to murder her hufband. 

Item,. That they lound him alone with. his hoftefs by 
the fire-fide in the hall, the door being fhut to them 
forfooth. 

When the evidence was given up, the mayor difmiffed 
them and went to dinner, commanding Palmer ;o the 
cage, to make him an open fpectacle of ignominy to 
the eyes of the world; it being given our, chat he was 
fo puniflied. for his evil lite and wickednefs already 
proved againft him. 

In the afternoon Palmer came to his anfwer, and did 
& mightily and clearly deface their evidence, and de- 
fend his own innocency, proving alio that the faid let- 
ters were forged by theuiielves, lhat the mayor himfelf 
Was much afhamed that he had given fuch credit to 
them, and lo much home with them, lb that hefought- 
means how they might convey him out of the country 
privily. 

But here among other things this is not to be paffed 
over in filence, that one John Galant, a zealous pio- 
feflbr of the gofpel, a little after this came to the pri- 
fon, and found him lomewhat better treated than be- 
fore. When he beheld him, O Calmer, faith he, thou 
haft deceived divers men's expectation: ' for we hear 
that you fuffer not for righteoufnefs' fake, but for your 
own demerits. 

O brother Galant, faith he, thefe are the old prac- 



of. Mr. JULIUS PALMER- 34.31. 



tices of rhat Satanical brood. But be you well allured, 
and God be praifed- for it, I have fo purged rnyfclf. and 
detected their fi'lfhood, that from henceforth I ftiall be 
no more nioh ited therewith. And there, having pen 
and ink, he wrote fomew hat whereby part of his ftory 
here rehcarfed, is well confirmed. But now to thefe 
bloody adverfarics. 

After this, when they faw the matter frame fo ill-fa- 
vouredly. fearing that if he fhould efcape fecretly, their 
doing would tend no lefs to their fhame and danger, 
than to the major's difhonefty, they devifed a new 
policy to bring to pafs their long hidden and feftered 
malice againft him, which was by this extreme refuge. 
For whereas before they were partly afhamed to accufe 
him ot herefy, feeing they had been counted earned 
brethren themfelves; and partly afraid, becaufe they 
had broken up his ftudy, and committed theft ; yet 
now, left their iniquity fhould have been revealed to 
the world, they put both fear and fhame afide, and 
began to rip up the old fore, the fear whereof had 
been but fuperficially cured, as you have heard; 
and fo to colour their former practices with the 
pretence of his reformation in religion, they charged 
him with the writing that they had„ ftolen out of his 
ftudy. 

Thus Palmer was orice again called out of the prifon 
to a, pear before the mayor, and Bird the official, and 
two other juftices, to render an account of his faith be- 
fore them, and anfwer to fuch articles and infnrma:ions 
as we're laid againft him. And when they had gathered 
of his own mouth fufficient matter. to intrap him. they 
devifed a certificate, or bill of inftrutftions againft him, 
to be directed to Dr. Jeffrey ; who had determined to 
hold his vifitation the next Tuefday at Newbury,- which 
was the 16th of July. And thus were the falfe witneffes 
and bloody acc.ufers winked at, and the innocent deli- 
vered to the lion to be devoured. When it was there- 
fore concluded that Palmer fhould be fent over to 
Newbury, the faid letters teftimonial were conveyed 
over together with him ; the contents whereof fliatl 
-parth apprar hereafter; in. the mean time I think ic 
guod here to rehearfe one example among others, both 
of charitable affection towards him, and of his modefiy 
corn-fpomient to the fame. 

Mr. Rider, ot Reading, a faithful witnefs of God's 
truth, hearing how cruelly Palmer had been dealt withal 
in the prifon, and pined away for the lack of neceffaries, 
and how evidently he had proved himfelf innocent 
bdore the officers, of fuch crimes as were objected 
agamlt him, he fent to him his fervant fecrctl. then:ghc 
before his departure to Newbury, with a crooked groat 
in token of his good heart towards him, requiring him 
to let him underltand if he Licked nccellant-,, ami he 
.would provide for him. Palmer anfwereil, The Lord 
reward your matter for his benevoknee towards me a 
mifcrable object in this world, und tell him, lhat (God 
be praifed) 1 lack nothing. 

In the morning before they took their journey, Tho- 
mas Alkin, alias Roberts, being fellow-prifoner with 
him in Chrift's caufe, iit.ing at brcaktalt-, and beholding 
Palmer very fad, leaning to the window in a corner pf 
the houfe, afked why he came not to breaklaft. Be- 
caufe i lack money, laid P. liner, to difcharge the fhot. 
Come on man, quoth he, God be praifed tor it, I have 
enough for us both. W .ich thing when Mr. Rider 
heard of, it cannot be expreffed how much it grieved 
him that Palmer had deceived him with fo modeft an 

Thus to Newbury they came on Monday night, and 
torthwith they were committed to the comfortable 
holtry of the blind houfe, where they found John 
Gum, their faithful brother in the Lord. Now when 
they came before the confiltory of Dr. Jeffrey, and 
bow Palmer was examined, it doth in part appear by 
this examination hereunto annexed, which, although ic 
be not perfectly and orderly penned, as the report ^oeth 
it was Ipoken, nor perchance altogether in fuch form of 
words, yet as exactly as we are able to compact and di£- 
pofe it, being gathered out of feyeral notes of Richard 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOQK of MARTYRS. [Q. Mary. A.D. 1556. 



Shipper, John Hunt, John Kirry, of Newbury, Richard 
White, of Marlborough, who were eye-witnefles, and 
prefent at the hearing thereof. 

The SECOND EXAMINATION of JULIUS PAL- 
MER, at NEWBURY, in the HEARING of more 
than three hundred PERSONS. 

ON the 1 6th of July, in the year 1556, four or five 
feats were prepared in the choir of the parifh 
church of Newbury, for the vifitors, whofe names here 
enfue. Dr. Jeffrey, for the biftiop of Sarum, Sir 
Richard Abridges, knight, and then high flieriff of the 
county, fir William Ramsford, knight, John Winch- 
comb, cfquire, and the parfon of Inglefield. After the 
priforiers were prefented, thecommiffion read, and other 
things done in order accordingly, Dr. Jeffrey called to 
Palmer, and faid, Art thou that jolly writer of three- 
half-pehny books that we hear of? 

Palmer. I know not what you mean, 
Jeffrey. Have you taught Latin fo long, that now 
you underftand not Englifli ? 



cd 



To this he anfwered nothing. 

Then Dr. Jeffrey ftanding up, faid, We have receiv- 
I certain writings and articles againft you, from the 
right worfhipful the mayor of Reading, and other 
juftices, whereby we underftand, that being coriyented 
before them, you were convicled of certain herefies. 

Firft, That you deny the fupremacy of the pope's 
holinefs. 

Secondly, That there are but two facraments. 

Thirdly, That the prieft fheweth up an idol at mafs; 
and therefore you went to no mafs, fince your firft com- 
ing to Reading. 

" Fourthly, That there is no purgatory. 

Laft of all, That you are a fower of feditiori, and 
have fought to divide the unity of the queen's fub- 
jedls. 

Sheriff. You were belt fee firft what he will fay to 
his own handy-Work. 

Jeffrey. You fay truth. Tellmej Palmer, art thou 
he that wrote this fair volume? Look upon it. 

Palmer. I wrote it indeed, 2nd gathered it but of the 
fcripture. 

Jeffrey. Is this dbggifh rhyme your's alfo? Look. 
Pdlmer. I wrote this, I deny it not; 
Jeffrey. And what fay you to thefe Latin verfes, 
entitled, Epicedion, &c. Are they your's too ! 
Palmer. Yea, fir. 

Jeffrey. Art thou not afhamed to affirm it? It 
came of no good fpirit, that thou didft both rail at 
the dead, and flander a learned and catholic man yet 
alive. 

Palmer. If it be a flander, he hath flaridered him- 
felf: fori do but report his own writing, and open 
the folly therein declared. And I reckon it no rail- 
ing to inveigh againft Annas and Caiaphas being 
dead. 

Jeffrey. Sayeft thou fd? I will make thee recant it, 
and Wring peccavi out of thy lying lips, before I have 
done with thee; 

Palmer. But I know* that although of myfclf I be 
able to do nothing, yet if you and all mine enemies, both 
bodily and fpiritual, <Wld do your worft, you {hall 
not be able to bring that to pafs, neither ftiall you pre- 
vail againft God's mighty Spirit, by whom we under- 
ftand the truth, and fpeak it fo boldly. 

Jeffrey. Ah, are you full of the Sprit? Are you in- 
fpired with the Holy Ghoft ? 

Palmer. Sir, no man can believe, but by the infpi- 
ration of the Holy Ghdft. Therefore, if 1 were not a 
fpiritual man, and infpired with God's Holy Spirit, I 
were not a true chriftiari: £>ui Spirititm Cbriftinon habet t 
hie non eft ejus; that is, He that hath not the Spirit of 
Chrift, is none of his. 

Jeffrey. I perceive you lack no words. 

Palmer. Ghrift hath promifed not only to give 
ftore of words necefiary, but with them fuch force of 
•matter, as the gates of hell fhall not be. able to confound 
.or .prevail againft. 



Jeffrey. Ghrift made fuch a prdmife fo his apoftles. 
I hope you will not compare yourfelf with them.' 

Palmer. With the holy apoftles I may not compare 
neither have I any affiance in mine own wit or learning* 
which I know is but fmall: yet this promife I am cer- 
tain pertaineth to all fuch as are appointed to defend 
God's truth againft his enemies, in the time of their 
perfection for the fame. ' 

Jeffrey. Then ir*pertaineth not to thee. 

Palmer. Yes, I am right well allured, that through 
his grace it appertained at this prefent to me, as it fhfll 
(I doubt not) appear, if you give me leave to difpute 
with you befbre this audience; in defence of all mail 
have there written. 

Jeffrey. Thou art but a beardlefs boy, yefterday an 
upftart out of the fchools, and dareft thou prejlurrte to 
offer difputation, or to encounter with a dodtbr? 

Palmer. Remember, Mr. Doctor, lf The Spirit 
breatheth where it plcafeth him," &c. And again, 
" Out of the mouth of babes haft thou ordained 
ftrength." And in another place, " Thou haft hid 
thefe things from the wife arid prudent, and haft re- 
vealed them unto babes. " God is riot tied to time, wit, 
learning, place, nor perfon. And although your wit and 
learning is greater than mine, yet your belief iri the 
truths and zeal to defend the Tame, is no greater than 
mine. 

Regifter. Sir, if you fuffer him thus impudently tp 
trifle with you, he will never have done. 

Jeffrey. Well, you fhall underftarid, that I have 
it not in commiflion at this prefent to difpute with you, 
neither were it meet that we fhould call again into quef- 
rion fuch articles as are already difcufled; and perfectly 
defined by our mcjther the holy church, whom wrought 
to believe without why or .wherefore, as the creed tellcth 
us. But the caufe why you be now called hjther, is, 
that you might be examined upon fuch articles as arc 
administered againft you, and fuch matter as is here 
contained in your hand^wHtirig, that it rqay be fcen 
whether you will ftand to it, c? no. How fey you to 
this? 

Palmer. By your holy church you mean ,the fyna- 
gogue of Rome, which is not universal, but a particular 
church of fhavalings. The catholic church I believe, 
yet not for her own fake, but becaufe fhe is holy, that 
is to fay, a church that grounded her belief upon the 
word of her fpoufe Ghrift. ' 

Jeffrey. Leave railing, and anfwer me direclly to 
my qucftion. Will you ftand to your writing, or will 
you not? 

Palmer. If you prove any fentence therein com- 
prized not to ftand with God's word, I will prefefttly 

Jeffrey. Thou impudent fellow, have I not told 
thee that I came not to difpute with thee, but to exa- 
mine thee? 

Here the parfon of Inglefield pointing to the Pyx, 
faid, What feeft thou yonder? 

Palmer. A canopy of filk brqidered with gold. 

Parfon. Yea, but what is within it? 

Palmir. A piece of bread in a clout, I fuppofe. 

Parfon. Thou art as frowatd an heretic as ever! 
talked with. 

Here much was fpoken of Confkeorj and oth^r 
parts of the mafs. 
Parfon. Do you not believe that they which receive 
the holy facrament of the altar, do truly cat Chrtrt's 
natural body? 

. Palmer. If the facrament of the Lord's flipper he 
adminiftered as Chrift did ordain it, the faithful receivers 
do indeed fpiritually and truly eat and drink in jt Ch.ri.lt "s 
very natural body and blood-. 

Parfon. The faithful receivers? You cannot D ' ear 
our eyes with fuch fophfftr'y. Do not all mariner of 
receivers, good and bad, faithful and unfaithful, receive 



Parfon. How prove you that.? . . 
Painter. ' By this place, He that eateth trie, fhall live 
for me. 

Parfon. 
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foldiers to encounter with the fpiritual enemies, the world, 
the flefti, and the devil; and boldly to ftand to the 
confeffion of Chrift and his gofpel, faying with the 
apoftles, " Whether it be right in the fight of God, that 
we fhould obey you more than God, judge ye." 



A tragical and moft lamentable Hiftory, or an Account of 
the cruel Murder of three Women and an Infant, 
viz. the Mother, her two Daughters, and the Child, 
in the Ifleof Guernfey, July iSth, 1556. 

OF all the Angular and tragical hiltories in this book, 
nothing can be more barbarous, if any thing can 
come up^to the inhumanity of this execution upon 
three women and one infant, whofe names be thefe fol- 
lowing; Catherine Cavvches, the mother; Gulliemine 
Gilbert, the daughter; Perotine Maffey, the other 
daughter; and ah infant, the fon of Perotine. 

Before I come to the ftory itfelf, it will be neceflary, 
for the better explaining of it, to relate the circum- 
Itances, from whence this cruelty did originally fpring, 
which was as folio weth. 

The 17th day of May, in the year 1556, in the ifle 
pf Guernfey (which is a member of England), in a 
town there called St. Peter's Port, was a naughty wo- 
man named Vincent Gofiet, who being evil difpofed, 
went (the day aforefaid ) to the houfe of one Nicholas 
Je Conronney, dwelling in the town of the faid St. 
Peter's Port, about ten of the clock at night, and there 
taking a key of the houfe (lying under the door) en- 
tered into a chamber toward the ftreet, where flie efpy- 
ing a (ilvcr cup within a cupboard.vook it away, and 
fo conveyed herfelf out of the houfe again. Who im- 
mediately after this fadt: was done, (whether by counfel, 
or by what occafion elfe I know not) brought the cup 
to the abovefaid Perotine Maflcy, an honed woman, 
dwelling in the faid town, defiring her to lend her fix- 
pence upon the fame. 

Perotine feeing the cup, and fufpedting (as the truth 
was) the feme to be ftolert, an/wered, that fhe would not 
take it : yet nevef thekfs, having knowledge of the owner 
thereof, took it to reftore it again to wham it did be- 
long; and W the end (he fhould not carry it to another, 
gave her fixpence immediately. Where moreover is to 
be noted, that Thomas Effart faith and teftifieth, that 
'knowledge was given by the faid Perotine to Conronney 
touching the ftealing of this cup, who foon upon the 
mifliking thereof charged the faid Vincent Gofiet of the 
trefpafs ; who being apprehended and examined upon 
the fame, immediately confefled the iadt, defiring to 
have one fent with her (which was Collas dc Loutre) 
with fixpence to fetch the cup again, which he accord- 
ingly did. 

The next, day following, the king's officers being in- 
formed of the premifes by one Nicholas Cary, of the 
faid town, conftable, afiembled the jultices there to 
inquire and examine further, as well upon the fadt of 
Vincent GofTet, as upon other griefs and things there 
amifs. So that after declaration made by the officers 
and conftable before the juftice, . for that the faid con- 
ftable did report to have found a certain velfel of pewter 
in the houfe of the aforefaid Perotine Maficy ( who then 
dwelt with her mother Catherine Cawches, and her 
fitter Guillemine Gilbert,) which velTcl did bear no 
mark, and efpecially for that there was a pewter dilh, 
whereof the name was feraped our, their bodies upon 
the fame were attached and put in prifon, and their 
moveable goods taken by inventory. Within a few days 
after thefe things thus done and paft, thefe three poor 
women, abiding thus in durance in the caftle, made 
their fupplication to thejuftices to have juftice miniftered 
Unto them, viz. If they had offended the law, then to let 
them havelaw; if not, befeeching 10 grant ihem the bene- 
fit of fubjedts, &c, which fupplication put up, they were 
thereupon appointed, to come to their anfwer the fitth 
dayof June in the year aforefaid. Upon which day, 
after ftrjcl examination of the matter, and the honeft 
, anfwering of the caufe by the faid good women, at laft 
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they fubmitted themfelves to the report of their neigh- 
bours, that they were no thieves, nor evil difpofed per- 
fons, but lived truly and honeftly, as became chriftian 
women to do, notwithstanding the falfe report of their 
accufers. 

So the caufe being thus debated, after the inquiry 
made by the king's officers, they were found by the faid 
neighbours not guilty of what they w ere charged with, 
but had always lived as honeft women amongft them; 
faving only that to thecommandments of the holy church 
they had not been obedient, &c. Upon this trial and 
verdict of their neighbours, it was, in fine, adjudged, 
firft, that the faid Vincent Gofiet, being attainted of 
felony, and condemned for the fame, fhould be whip- 
ped, and after her ear being nailed to the pillory, fhould 
fo be banifhed out of the ifle without further punifh- 
menr. As touching the other three women, the mo- 
ther with her two daughters, for their not coming to 
church, they were returned prifoners again into the 
cattle the firft of July. And thus far concerning the 
true difcourfe of this matter, with all the circumftances 
and appurtenances of the fame, in every point, as the 
cafe flood, according to the faithful tenor and reftimony 
of the Guernfey men, written with their own hands 
hoth in the French and Englifh tongue. Wherein you 
fee what falfe furmifed matter was pretended againft 
thefe women, and nothing proved, and how by the 
atteftation of their neighbours they were fully cleared 
of the fadt, and fhould by the temporal court have 
been difmifled, had not the fpiritual clergymen picked 
matter of religion againft them, exercifed fuch extre- 
mity in perfecuting thefe miferable prifoners, that in 
no cafe they fhould efcape their bloody hands, till at 
length they had brought them (as you fhall hear) to their 
end. For, after the time of this declaration above- 
mentioned made by the neighbours, whereby they were 
purged of all other things, and being then known of 
their not coming to church, the bailiffs lieutenant and 
thejuftices thinking the matter not to pertain to them, 
but to the clergy, forthwith wrote theii letters or man- 
date under their fignets to the dean, whofe name was 
James Amy, and curates of the faid ifle: the contents 
whereof here follow. 

LETTER 
Sent from the Bailiffs, Lieutenant, and J araKB of St. 
Peter's-Port, to the Dean and Curates of the Ifle of 
Guernfey. 

MASTER Dean and juftices in your court and 
jurifdidtion, after all amicable recommendations, 
pleafeth you to know that we are inforrned by the de- 
pofitipn of certain honeft men, pafled before us in 
manner of an inquiry ; in which inquiry Catherine 
Cawches and her two daughters have fubmitted them- 
felves in a certain matter criminal: wherein we are in- 
formed that they have been difohedient to the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the fame, againft the 
will and commandment of our fovereign lord the king 
and queen. Wnereof we fend you the faid matter, for- 
afmuch as the matter is fpiritual, to the end you may 
proceed therein after your good difcretions, and as 
briefly as you can poffible, and alfo that it pertaineth 
to your office, recommending you to God, who give 
you grace to do that which pertaineth to right and 
jufticc. Written the firft day of the month of July, in 
the year of our Lord 1556. 

After thefe letters and information thus addrefled to 
Jaques Amy, dean, and the oiber clergy, the faid wo- 
men were again convented before the juftice aforefaid, 
with his alliftants. In the prefence of whom they, 
being examined of their faith, concerning the ordi- 
nances of the Romjfh church, madv their anfwer that 
they would obey and keep tho- ordinances of the king 
and queen, anJ 1 he commandments of the church, nat- 
withltanding what they had fold and done the contrary 
in the time of king Edward the Sixth, in fhewing obe- 
dience to his ordinances and commandments before. 
After which anfwer taken, they were returned again to 
6 R prifon. 
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prifon, until the others had an anfwer of their letter 
from the dean and his accomplices. During which 
time, the dean and curate gave their information touch- 
ing the faid women, and delivered the fame to the 
bailiff and jurates, condemning and reputing them for 
heretics, the women neither hearing of any information, 
neither being ever examined at any time before of their 
faith and religion. Whereupon, when the faid bailiff 
and jurates undcrftood that the faid dean and curates 
had not examined the women of their faith, they would 
not fit in judgment on that day, but ordained the wo- 
men to come firft before the dean and curates to be 
examined of their faith. And fo the officers, at the 
commandment of the juftices, did fetch and prefent 
them before the faid dean and curates; which being 
done, they were examined apart, and then returned to 
prifon again. . 

The fourteenth day of the faid month of July, in the 
year aforefaid, after the examination above-mentioned 
before Elier Goffelin, bailiff, in the prefence of Thomas 
Devicke, Pierres Martin, Nicholas Cary, John Blun- 
del, Nicholas de Lifle, John Laverchaunt, John le 
Fever, Pierres Bonamy, Nicholas Martine, John de la 
March, jurates; fir James Amy, dean, and the cu- 
rates, did deliver before the juftice, under the feal of 
the dean, and under the figns of the curates, a certain 
aft and fentence, the fum whereof was, that Catherine 
Cawches and her two daughters were found heretics, 
and fuch they reputed them, and have delivered them 
to juftice, to do execution according to the fentence; 
the tenor of which here followeth : 

" In the year of our Lord 1556, July 13, at the church 
of St. Peter's Port, in the ifle of Guernfey, inquiry be- 
ing made by us the dean and curates, concerning the 
catholic faith and the facraments of the church, viz. of 
baptifm, confirmation, penance, orders, marriage, eu- 
charift, and extreme un<£tion, as alfo about ecclefiafti- 
cal ceremonies, and the honour and worfhip of the 
virgin Mary and the faints, alfo of the mafs, and it's 
efficacy; where Catherine Cawches, and her two daugh- 
ters, Perotine and Guillemine, being called together, 
and feparately, according to law; and although often 
defired and exhorted to confefs their faults and afk 
pardon, yet they obftinately denied whatever they had 
formerly faid vilely and difhoneftly againft the catholic 
faith, the facraments of the church, and other eccle- 
fiaftical ceremonies ; wherefore their denial, atteftation, 
and depofition, being heard, and we feeing, confidcring, 
and well weighing the evidence againft them ; as alfo 
the opinions of the curates and vicars there affift- 
ing have found and do declare the faid Catherine 
and' Perotine, as alfo Guillemine, to be guilty of he- 
refy; wherefore we command them back from whence 
they came." 

Thomas le Coll, Peter Tardife, 

John Alles, John Manatiel. 

William Panquet, 

When this was done, the king's officers were com- 
manded to go to the caftle to fetch the faid women, to 
hear the fentence againft them in the prefence aforefaid. 
And they appearing before them, faid in the ears of all 
the auditory, that they would fee their accufers, and 
know them that have depofed againft them, becaufe 
they might make anfwers to their fayings and pcrfon- 
ages, and to have their libel accordingly ; for they 
knew that they had not offended the majefties of the 
king and queen, nor of the church, but inrirely would 
obey, ferve, and keep the ordinances of the king and 
queen, and of the church, as all good and true fub- 
jedts are bound to do. And for any breach of the 
king's and queen's laws that they had done, they re- 
quired juftice. Notwithftanding all which their rca- 
ions and allegations, the faid poor women were con- 
demned, and adjudged to be burnt until they were 
confumed to afhes, according to a fentence given by 
Elier Goffelin, bailiff: of which fentence the fubftancc 
here followeth : 



" Catherine Cawches, Perotine Maffey, and GuiL 
lemine Gilbert, are all condemned and judged this day 
to be burned, until they be confumed to afhes in the 
place accuftomed, with the confifcation of all their 
goods, moveables and heritages, to be in the hands of 
the king and queen's majefties, according and after the 
effect of a fentence delivered in juflice by the dean and 
the curates, the 17th day of July, 1556, in which they 
have been approved heretics." In the prefence of 
Thomas Devicke, Pierres Martin, Nicholas Cary, 
John Blundel, Nicholas Devife, John le Merchant) 
&c. jurates. 

After which fentence pronounced, the faid women 
appealed to the king and queen, and their honourable 
council, faying, That againft reafon and right they 
were condemned, and for that caufe they made their 
appeal ; notwithftanding they could not be heard, but 
were delivered by the faid bailiff to the king and queen's 
officers, to fee the execution done on them according 
to the faid fentence. 

The time then being come when thefe innocents 
fhould fuffer, in the place where they fhould confiim- 
mate their martyrdom were three flakes fet up. At the 
middle poft was the mother, the eldeft daughter on the 
right hand, the youngeft on the other. They were firft 
ftrangled, but the rope brake before they were dead, and 
fo the poor women fell into the fire. Perotine, who 
was then great with child, did fall on her fide, where 
happened a rueful fight, not only to the eyes of all that 
ftood there, but alfo to the ears of all true-hearted 
chriftians that (hall read this hiflory. For as the belly 
of the woman burft afunder by the vehemency of the 
flame, the infant, being a fair man-child, fell into the 
fire, and being immediately taken out by one W. 
Houfe, was laid upon the grafs. 

Then was the child carried to the provoft, and from 
him to the bailiff, who gave order, that it fhould be 
carried back again and. caft into the fire. And fo the 
infant baptized in his own blood, to fill up the num- 
ber of God's innocent faints, was both born and died a 
martyr, leaving behind to the world, which it never 
faw, a fpedtacle wherein the whole world may fee the 
Herodian cruelty of this gracelefs generation of popifh 
tormentors, to their perpetual fhame and infamy. 

Now forfomuch as thisftory, perhaps for the horrible 
ftrangenefs of the faci, will be hardly believed by fome, 
but rather thought to be forged, or elfe more ampli- 
fied by me than truth will bear me out, therefore to 
difcharge my credit herein, I have not only foretold 
thee a little before, how I received this ftory by the 
faithful relation both of the French and Englifh, of 
them which were there prefent witnefies and lookers 
on, but alfo have hitherto annexed the true fupplication 
of the faid inhabitants of Guernfeyi and of the brother 
of the faid two lifters, complaining to the queen and 
her commiffioncrs, concerning the horriblenefs of the 
a<5t ; which fupplication for the more evidence, here- 
under followeth. 

to the Right Honourable the Queen's mift gracious 
Comrniflioners, for the bearing and determining of 
Matters of Religion, and Caufes Ecclefiaftical. 

MOST lamentably and wofully complaining, fhew- 
cth unto your gracious and honourable lordfhips, 
your poor and humble orator Matthew Cawches, of the 
ifle of Guernfey, that where James Amy, clerk, dean of 
the ifle aforefaid, affifted by the curates there, againft all 
order, law, and reafon, by colour of a fentence of herefy, 
pronounced againft Catherine Cawches, the filter of your 
honours faid fupplicant, and Perotine and Guillemine her 
two daughters, did caufe the faid Catherine, being a 
poor widow, and her faid two daughters, molt cruelly to 
be burned, although the faid perfons, nor any of them, did 
hold, maintain, or defend any thing diredtly againft the 
ecclefiaftical laws then in place, under the reign of the 
late queen Mary, but in all things fubmitted themfclves 
obediently to the laws then in force : and yet the cruelty 
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of thefaid dean and his accomplices, in perpetrating 
fuch murder as aforefaid, raged fo far, that whereas, 
whilft the faid perfonsdid confume with violent fire, the 
womb of the faid Perotine being burnt, there did ifTue 
from her a goodly man-child, which by the officers was 
taken up and handled, and after in a moft defpitcful 
manner thrown into the fire, and there alfo with the 
innocent mother cruelly burnt: in tender consideration 
thereof, and forafmuch as this bloody murder was not in 
due form of any law, or in any manner according to 
Suffice, but of mere malicious hatred, as the true copy 
of the whole proceeding in this matter, by the faid 
dean and his accomplices, here ready to be flu-wed to 
your honours, will make very plain and manifeft : may 
it therefore pleafe your good and gracious lordfhips, of 
the zeal that you bear to juftice, and for our Lord Jefus 
(Thrift's fake, to have dueconfideration in juftice of fuch 
horrible murder, fo crully committed as aforefaid, 
according to the right demerit thereof. And that it 
may pleafe your honourable lordfhips to order and de- 
cree alfo, that all the goods of the faid parties, by 
pretence aforefaid wrongfully taken as confifcate, may be 
delivered to your faid poor befeecher, to whom of righc 
they do belong. And your honours' faid fuppliant will 
daily pray to Cod for your long prefervation, to his 
glory, and your everlafting health. 

This fupplication being prefented in manner aforefaid 
to the queen's honourable, commiffioners, in the year 
1562, fuch order therein was taken, 'that the matter 
being returned again down to the faid country, further 
to be examined, the dean was committed to prifon, and 
difpoffeffed of all his livings. So chat in conclufion, 
both he, and all other partakers of that bloody murder, 
whether of confeience, or for fear of the law, were 
driven to acknowledge their trefpafs, and to fubmit 
themfelves to the queen's mercy. The tenor of whofe 
feveral fubmiffions, as they are left in the Rolls, I thought 
proper here to publifh to the world, for a memorial of 
the truth of this ftory. 

The feveral Submiffions of certain Guernfey Men, con- 
fe-ffiug their Trefpafs /';/ the wrongful Condemnation of 
the three Women above fpecified. 

ELIER GOSSELINE, of the parifh of St. Peter le 
Port, in Guernfey, merchant, Nicholas Cary, the 
elder, John Merchant, Peter Bonany, of the parifh of 
St. Martin, and Nicholas Martin, fon of John, having 
humbly fubmitted themfelves to the queen's moft excel- 
lent majefty, acknowledging their erroneous judgments, 
as well againft Catherine Cawches, and Guillcniine and 
Perotine her two daughters, and the infant of the faid 
Perotine, executed by fire for fuppofed herefy, as alio 
for the acquitting of Nicholas Norman, a wilful mur- 
derer, and other matters contained in their feveral fub- 
miffions; pray the pardon of the queen's majefty for 
thefaid crimes and others committed in their feveral 
fubmiffions. 

John Blundel, the elder, of the parifh of St. Saviour, 
within the ifle of Guernfey, upon like fubmiffion, and 
acknowledging of his offence, prayeth like grace and 
pardon for his confent given to the execution of the faid 
three women. 

Richard Devicke, of the parifh of St. Peter le Port, 
merchant, prayeth like grace and pardon for his con- 
fent and judgment given for the acquitting of the faid 
Norman, according to his fupplication and fubmiflion 
late prefented by Peter Bonamv, the fame Devicke, 
and Peter Pelley, of the parifh of St. Peter le Port, 
merchant. 

The faid Peter Pelley prayeth the benefit of the faid 
pardon to be extended unto him, according to his fub- 
miffion in the faid fupplication. 

James Amy, clerk, prayeth the benefit of the fiid 
pardon for his fentence with the clergy againft the faid 
women, according to his fubmiffion. 

Thomas Effart, of the parilh of St. Peter le Port, 
humbly prayeth, as procurator lawfully confticuted by 
'he chapter, bailiff) and jurates, that the fame pardon 



may extend to acquit all the inhabitants of the faid ifle 
of their arrears, &c. 

The Copy of the Queen's Pardon lo thetr. of Guernfey. 

THE Queen, to all un'o whom thefe prefents fhall 
come, greeting. Be it known unto you, thac 
We of Our fpecial favour, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, have pardoned, remitted, and forgiven; 
and for Us, Our heirs, and fuccefibrs, by thefe prefents 
do pardon, remit, and forgive, Elier Gofllline, of the 
parifh of St. Peter's Port, » ithm the faid ifland of Guern- 
ie. , merchant; John Blundel, the elder, of the parifh 
of St. Saviour, in the aforefaid ifland of Guernfey, 
merchant; Nicholas Cary, the elder, of the aforefaid 
p-rilh of St. Peter's Port, within the faid ifle of Guern- 
fey, merchant: John Merchant, of the find parifh and 
ifland, gentleman; Nicholas Martin, fon of John, of 
the faid parifh of St. Peter's Port, within the aforefaid 
ifland of Guernfey, merchant ; Richard Devicke, of 
the faid Parifh of Sr. Peter's Port, within the aforefaid 
ifland of Guernfey, merchant ; Peter Pelley, of the 
faid parifh of St. Peter's Port, in the aforefaid ifland of 
Guernfey, merchant; and James Amy, of the parifh 
of St. Saviour, within the fiid ifland of Guernfey, 
clerk; and to all of them jointly and feparately, whe- 
ther by any other name or names, firnames or additional 
name or firname of trades, arts, or places, the fame 
Elier, Nicholas Cary, John, Nicholas Martin, John 
Blundel, Peter and James, are known, called, or 
named, or by ai>y other name, firname, or additional 
name, or firname of degree, trade, art, or place, 
any of the faid Elier, Nicholas Cary, John Merchant, 
Nicholas Martin, John Blundel, Richard, Peter and 
James are known, called, or named, or lately were 
known, called, or named, all and all manner of mur- 
der, man-flaughrer, felony, and felonious killings of 
Catherine Cawches, and GuIIemine and Perotine, 
daughters of the faid Catherine, of every one of thefe, 
and the accefTaries of them, and all and lingular felo- 
nies, infultings, ftrikings, woundings, burnings, tranf- 
greffions, offences, riots, routs, unlawful meetings, 
affembhngs, gatherings together, plottings, confpiracies, 
acceffary helps, combinings, procurings, abettings, 
ftrengchenings and fupportings, concealments, forfeits, 
contempts, affaultings, negledts, and whatever other 
evil deeds done appertaining to the murder, man-flaugh- 
ter, and felonious killing of the aforefaid Catherine, 
GuiIIemine, and Perotine, or any of them, in any part 
or concern by the aforefaid Elier, Nicholas Cary, John 
Merchant, Nicholas Martin, John Blundel, Richard 
Devicke, Peter Pelley, and James Amy, or any one or 
more of them, by reafon, or occafion of the murder, 
man-flaughfer, or felonious killing of the aforefaid, 
done or praclifed, and that fo fully and intirely, and in 
fo ample a manner and form as if every one of the 
aforefaid Elier Goffcline, Nicholas Cary,' John Mer- 
chant, Nicholas Martin, John Blundel, Richard De- 
vicke, Peter Pelley, and James Amy, had feparately 
Our letters patent of pardon. 

Alfo we have pardoned, remitted, and forgiven, and 
by thefe prefenls do pardon, remit, and forgive, for Us, 
Our heirs and fucceifors, the aforefaid Elier Goffeline, 
Nicholas Cary, John Merchant, Nicholas Martin, John 
Blundel, Richard Devicke, Peter Pelley, James Amy, 
and ever ; . one of their heirs, executors, adminiftrators, 
and affigns, their neglects, all and all manner of in- 
croachments, breakings and enterings, by all or fome of 
them, or by the proxies, agenrs or minifters of all or 
any of ihem, in all and lingular our manors, lands, 
tenements, poiTefiions, -and hereditaments whatfoever, 
and whercfoever lying within the aforefaid ifland of 
Guernfey, Ia:cly chauntries, guilds, cioifters or col- 
leges of Ours, or any one or more of Our 
predeceffors, before the 17th of November, in 
the rirlt year of Our reign, done, performed or com- 
mitted; and all and lingular debts, returns, accompts, 
airears, collections, receivings, detainings, and duties 
ol grain, and other returns, outgoings, or profits what- 
foever, to Us or any one of Our predecelfors for the 
fiid 
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faid chaunrries, guilds, cloifters or colleges, one or all 
of them, in whatever manner before the aforefaid 17th 
day of November, in the firft year of Our reign, owing, 
belonging, or appertaining. 

We have pardoned, remitted and forgiven, and of Our 
fpecial favour, certain knowledge, and mere motion to 
the aforefaid, for Us, Our heirs and fucceflbrs, by thefe 
preferits do pardon, remit and forgive the aforefaid Elier 
Gofieline, Nicholas Cary, John Merchant, Nicholas 
Martin, and Richard Devickc, and each of them, the 
freedom, flight, efcape, and refioring to his liberty 
Nicholas Norman, lately of the parifh of St. Saviour 
within the aforefaid ifland, yeoman, of man-flaughter 
or murder lately judged, attainted and convidled, being 
for the killing or murdering of John Breghaulc, of the 
faid parifh of St. Saviour, within the ifland aforefaid, 
hufbandman, but all and all manner of felonies, crimes, 
•offences, punifhments, deaths, penalties, forfeits, con- 
tempts, neglects, ignorance, and other faults and 
offences whatfoever, touching or in any manner con- 
cerning the aforefaid efcape, flight, and getting at 
liberty of the aforefaid Nichplas Norman, ,by the 
aforefaid Elier Goflelirie, Nicholas Cary, John Mer- 
chant, and Richard Devicke, or any one or more of 
themj before tKis prcfent day, after what manner, focver 
praftifed, done, committed or happened. . 
. Alfp, We have pardoned, remitted, and forgiven, 
and by thefe prefents, of Our certain knowledge and 
jraere mptipnj fpr Us, Our heirs and fucceflbrs, do par- 
•dpn, remit, and forgive the aforefaid EUer Goffejine, 
Nicholas Cary,, John Merchant, Nicholas Martin, 
John Biundelj Richard Devicke, Peter .Pulley, and 
ja,mes Amy, all and .all manner of riots, ropts, urv 
J.ajvful meeting, and gatherings together to the .difturr 
jjpnee ©f . Qur, .peace, 1j>y the aforefaid Elier, Nicholas 
Gary, J^hu Merchant,, Nicholas Martin, John Blun- 
-del, Richard Pevickej Peter Pelley, and James Amy, 
or any one or more of them, before this in wbaffoer 
yer mariner within the aforefaid ifland, pra&ifed, com- 
bined, done, or perpetrated, &c. 



^ip'HUS have you the true narration of this hiftory, 
■ 4, difcourfed without corrupting or falfifying any 
part or fpntence thereof, no lefs faithfully on my pare 
reported, ^an I received of them, who dwelling in the 
lame iflej ; and being prefenjt the fame, time, w,ere beft 
acquainted with the matter, and have given. fufficient 
evidence npt only to. me, but alfo to the queen's high- 
flefs's.cpmmiflioners, cpnperning the fame, as both by 
the le tter of the, bailiff,, by the fehience of the dean, by 
Che fiippjication of the plaintiff, and ; fubmiflion.pf the 
parties., and likewife by the queen's pardon grafted un,. 
to tljejn, may well appear. 

By all which proofs and circumftances thus debated, 
jt.remaineth manifpft for all men to perceive, what cruel- 
ty and wrong was wrought agajnit thefe poor women 
above fpecified,' and no lefs matter offered, in a cafe fo 
wnjuft, juftly to exppftulate, or rather to w.onder at the 
jjard 1 hearts of thefe men,, but.efpecially of the Romifti 
clesgy of Guernfey, who profeffing the gofpel of peace 
anffcharity, fhould after the example of Chrift,, walk in 
tjie ft e P s °f meeknefs and me/cy, arid yet contrary, not 
only to all crfriftian charity and good nature, but alfo 
'againfl all order of equity or humanity, were fo extreme 
and rjgorpus to condemn them to the burning fire, under 
•the. preferred colour of herefy. Who if they had been 
heretics indeed, yet mercy would ha ye corrected the 
errpr.and foved life : equity woukl.have confidered man's 
frailty .and weaknefs.at leaft truejuftice would have heard 
both the panics advifedly, and alfo fubftantially have 
furveyed the caufe, and not haye thundered out the fen- 
tenceof death fo haftily as they did: yea, and though 
they had been heretics indeed, yet true chriftian 
charity would : have ftrctched farther, and at leaft have 
given them leifure and refpite of time to reclaim them- 
felvefj. But'npw;, what is here to be faid? they being 
00 heretics at all, as neither it could then, nor ypt can 



be proved. For if king Edward's rejigion (which was 
objected to them) were herefy, yet were they then nn 
heretics, when they revoked the fame 3 and if QUe '„ 
Mary 's religion were herefy, then were they much more 
heretics themfelves, who condemned them for berefv 

But moil of all we Inve herein tp wonder at Mr 
Harding, who in his {ate Rejoinder, written againfl the" 
biihop of Sahfbury, nptwuhfranding a ll thefe evidence! 
and demonftrations fo certain and manifeftly appearing 
yet goeth about firft to deny the ftory, terming it tp bea" 
fable; and afterwards being forced to fly from denying 
it to admit the ftory, he ftrives to tun? itanother way- 
and.feeking by all means toclear theclergy fromthefpoi 
of cruelty, transferred the whole blame only upon the 
women that fuffered, but principally upon poor Pero 
tine, whom he fpecially chargeth with two capital 
crimes, viz. whoredom and murder. 

And firft, touching his aocufation of whoredom, let 
us hear how he proveth this matter: *< Becaufe (faith 
he) by ftory it ls granted, that flie was with &uld: and 
yet the hiftoripgrapher dpth not declare (neither durft 
for fhame) who was her huftwnd or father tp the child » 
&c. As though the hiftoriographer, being occupied 'in 
fett.ng forth the perfecution of God's people, fofiW 
death for the rehgion and dodlrinc Of Chrift, w e £ 
bound, or had nothing e)f e tp dp but tp play the furnner 
and to bring forth who were hufbands to their wives', 
and fathers to their children } Which heW^found law of 
hiftory was never required before, nor obferved by 
any writers. If Mr. Harding now fhall exadi of m L 
firft let him begin with himfelf, andfliew us (fls wife 
as he is) who was his pwa father, if he can. And yet 
1 think npt contrary but his mother Was an honeft 
woman And UP kfs. alfo do I think of this Perotine 
fiaft?/ m ° re ^ bc 6id {God wi,lin S J 

• W ^A b f "I 630 l!me hwc cotaeth in the caviHing ohr 
jedlion ofMr. Harding, whobeareth the reader in hand, 
as though "for foarnc I durft not, or of purpofe wpuld 
not exprefs it," &c. My anfwer wheireunto is this: 
tirft, To exprefs every minute of matter in every ftory 
occurrent, what ftory.wricer in the world is able fo per- 
form it ? Secondly, Although, it might be done, what 
reasonable reader will require it ? Thixdly, Albeit fomc 
curious readers would fo require it, yet I fuppofe it 
neither requifiqe hor cphvenient to. be obferved. AofJ, 
fourthly, What if it were not remembered' by the author? 
what if it were to. him unknown ?. what if It were of pur- 



* ' ' " -..^..w. UIWM1HU IU IIIC IJU1 U 

Many other caufes befides might incur, which the ^ 
der knoweth. not of. And fliall it then by and by bc 
imputed to fhame, whatfoever in every narration is not 
exprefted ? or doth Mr. Harding himfelf, m ail hisfer- 
mons, never oniif any thing that might conveniently he 
-inferred? Who, was the hufband of this Perotine, the 
hiftoriographer hath not exprefted, I; grant : and what 
thereof? Ergo, thereupon eoncludeth he, That for 
fhame 1 durft not. Nay, I may. marvel rather, that he 
durft not for fhame utter fuch untidy arguments, or fo 
aflevcrantly pronounce of another manfs mind and pur- 
pofe, which is as privy to him, as then it was to roe 
unknown what was her huft>and'« name. And though 
it bad been known, what was- that material in the ftory 
to be uttered? or what had it relieved the cruel parts of 
them, who burned both the mother and infant together, 
though the infant's father had been eKprefied? . Ami how 
then did I for fhame conceal that which was pot inmy 
knowledge at that time (if I would) to exprefs, nor in 
.my fufpicion tomifdeem ? 

v Neverthelefs, if :he befo greatly defirous (as he pre- 
tendeth) to know of me who was this infant-'.*- father, I 
will not fticfc with Mr. Harding, ikhough I -cannot 
fwearfor the matterj yet to -take- fo much pain for his 
pleafure to go as near as I may. For precifely and ck- 
terminately to point out the right father, either of this 
or any child, 1 fiippofci neither will Mr. Harding «- 
quire it of me, neither is he able pcrad venture JjimftH 
being alked, to demonftratehis mm Andyet, as much 
as 1 may, toJatisfy his dainty defire herein, and partly 
to help the innocency of the., woman conoenwig *1« 
. demand, 
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demand, Who ihould be the infant's father?' Whs. 
/jy I bar his own mother's hufband: the name of 
which hnfband was David Jores, a miniffer, and married 
to the faftf Perotine, irr king Edward's time,, in the 
church of our Lady's Caftle parifli, at Guernsey ,v the 
mft y which marrred rhem being named Mr. Noel Kegr 
jU a Frenchman, arid' yet alive, wirnefs hcreunro, and 
now dwelling in London, in Sr. Maftins-Ie-grand. 

Thus then, after my knowledge, I have mewed forth, 
for Mr. Harding's pleasure, the right hufoand of this 
Perotine, and what was his name, who was alfo alive, 
his wife being great with child, and partaker of the 
oerfecutfon of the (kmc time, and a fchoolmafter af- 
terwards in Normandy, &c. Now if Mr. Hatding 
can take any fuch advantage hereof to difprove what I 
have laid, ©r be fo privy to the begeiting. of this child, 
that he can prove the faid David Jores, who was the right 
bufband to this wife, not to be the right father to this 
infant, let him (hew herein his cunning by what mighty 
demonftrations he can induce us to think the contrary; 
and as I (hall Tee his reafon, I ftiall fliape him an anfwer 
in fuch fort (I trull) that he will perceive, that whore- 
dom, wherefoever 1 may know it, ftiall find no fupport 
by me- I with it might find as little amongft the cnafte 
catholics of Mr. Harding's church. 

From this I proceed to the fecond part of his infa- 
mous aCfcufation, wherein he chargeth her of murder. 
A ftrartge cafe, that (he which was murdered herfelf 
with her child, and died before him, mould yet be ac- 
cufed to murder the child. Murder, doubtlefs, is an 
horrible ihrquity in any perfon,- but the mother to be 
the murderer of her own infant, is a double abomina- 
tion, and more than a monrter, fo far difagreeuig from 



all nature, that it is not lightly to be furmjfed of any 
one, without vehement caufes 



of manifcft proba- 



Wherefore to try out this matter mote thoroughly, 
touching this murdering mother, let us fee, Firft, 
What hand did (he lay upon the child? None. What 
weapon had fhe? None. Did fhe then drown it, or 
call it into fome pond, as we read of the ftrumpets at 
Rome, whofe children's heads were taken up in pope 
Gregory's mote by hundreds, when priefts began firft to 
be reftrained of lawful wedlock? Or elfe did (he throw 
jt by the walls into fome private corner, as I am credi- 
bly certified, that in the eighth year of queen Elizabeth, 
certain fcalps and other young infants' bones were 
found and taken out with a flick in the hole of a ftone 
wall, in Lenton Abbey, by certain gentlemen within 
the county of Nottingham, James Barufle, Richard 
Loveit, and W. Lovelace, walking in the prior cham- 
bers witnefs the faid W. Lovelace, with others who 
faw the bones aforefaid? Or otherwife, did fine take 
any hurtful drink to poifon the child within her, as 
commonly it is reported few nunneries to have been 
in England, wherein fuch a tree hath not been grow- 
ing within their ground, meet for pradtifing of fuch a 
purpofe ? .Neither fo, nor fo. What then ? did fhe 
purpofely and wittingly thruft herfelf into jeopardy, to 
the deftrucrion of her child, when flie needed not, as 
Pope Joan, when file might have kept her bed, would 
needs adventure forth in proceflion, where both flie 
*nd her infant perifhed in the open ftreet? 

Well, then, thus much by this hitherto alledged and 
granted, we have gotten this woman here to be accufed 
of murdering her own child, who neither laid hand up- 
on it, nor ufed weapon againft it; neither ufed any 
other praftice in drowning, hanging, breaking, bury- 
ing, poiforting, or any other wilful means, whereby 
todefiroy it. And how then? By what manner of way 
Was this woman a murderer of het young babe? For- 
footh (faith Mr. Harding) when fhe was accufed and 
condemned to be burnt, flie did not claim the benefit 
of her belly, whereby the life both of herfelf for the 
time might have been delayed, and the child preferved. 

Whether fhe did or no, I have not perfectly to fay; 
no more, I fuppofe, hath Mr. Harding. However, 
this is certain, and by witnefs known, that ftic uttered 
no lefs to her fpiritual father ill cOnfeffion. And what 



if ftie had opened the fame to the, judges? They 
would (faid he) have fbared her life. for. the time, and 
fo the innocent had been preferved. And how is. Mr : . 
Harding fure of this, more than was the life fpared of 
the young lady,, and fomerime the miftrefs, of Mr. 
Harding, who fuffered* notwithftanding ftie was re r 
ported of fome to be with child; becaufe the law 
(faith he) is beneficial to. women in her cafe, claiming 
the benefit thereof. 

The law fo givcth-, I grant. But it followethr not 
therefore, whatfoever the law givcth or prefcribeth, 
the fame to be put in execution. 

But many times the law goeth as it pleafeth them 
which have the handling af the faw. As for example; 
the law willeth none to be condemned by fentence qf 
death for hcrefy, which the firft time revoke their opi- 
nion, and yet contrary to this law, they condemned her 
unlawfully. Again, the like law, none to be executed 
for herefy, before the writ be fent down De CambuxeHtto, 
and yet contrary to this law, without any fuch writ, as 
far as 1 yet undcrftand, they burnt het moft cruefly. 
And what law then was here to be looked for of theft; 
men, who in their doings herein feenaed neither to. ob- 
fervc law, nor to regard honefty, nor much to care for 
charity? And although ftie had claimed ever fo much 
the privilege of the law, what had that availed with 
thofe men, whofe hunting altogether (as by their o'wn 
proceedings may appear) feemed to be for the houfe- 
hold goods of thefe unfortunate women, which after 
their death they immediately incroached into their own 
hands. 

But be it admitted, that ftie neither demanded this 
benefit of the law, nor that the judges would ever have 
denied her if Ihe had fo done; yet it had been the part 
of a grave accufer, before he had defcended inro fuch 
a railing adtion of murder againft a poor woman now 
dead and gone, firft to have advifed wifely with himfelf 
whether it might be, that Ihe had no fuch inreHigeriqe 
what benefit the law would have given, in cafe it had 
been required. For not unlike it is, and well may; be 
thought, rather yea than no, that the Ample woman, 
brought up all her life-time in her mother's houfe, in 
an obfeure , ifland, and in fuch an out-corner of the 
realm, far off from the court, and practice of Englifti 
laws, never heard before of any fuch benefit of the lawj 
and therefore, upon mere 'fimplicity, and for want of 
(kill, required it not, becaufe fh? knew not what to re- 
quire. Pcradventure alfo her fenfes might be fo afto- 
niHicd with the greatnefs and fuddennefs of the fear, 
that it was out at her remembrance. Certainly it had 
been the duty of the judges, who knew the law, and 
could not be ignorant of her cafe, to have queftioned 
her thereof, and to have helped her fimplicity in tb^t 
behalf. Or, at leaft, if they had difdained, yet it had 
been the pricft's part, as her fpiritual father, and privy 
thereunto, either to have inftru&ed her, or to have 
fluid the execution of her death, in order to prefervc 
the child. 

But Mr. Harding denieth all this; and, to aggravate 
the matter, inferreth, that flie not of any fimple unflcil- 
fulnefs of the law, " but only of mere wilfulnefs, for 
avoiding of worldly fliamc, concealed her turpitude, 
and fo became a murderer of her babe," &c. Thefe 
are the words of Mr. Harding, written by him not of 
any fore ground, but only upon his catholic conjec- 
ture; for other demonftration certainly to prove thi6 
true, he bringeth none. Wherefore, to anfwer con- 
jecture by conjecture, thus I reply to him again: That 
in cafe ftie had been allied the queftion by the judges 
and inquifitow, whether flic had been with child, and 
then denied the fame; or if ftie, by any other colour- 
able means, bad cloaked her being pregnant, wheieby 
it ftiould not appear, this accufer mignt have fpok«.n 
probable advantage againft her. Now, as Ihe was ne- 
ver demanded of their parts any fuch queftion, nor 
' did ever deny any fuch matter; fo to anfwer this man 
with as good probability, I hold, that in cafe they had 
required that matter of her, ftie would never have de- 
nied it. And therefore whereas ftie is accufed for her 
not uttering of her being with child; why may flie 
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not, by as good reafon, again be defended for not de- 
nying the fame? 

But {he fhould have uttered it, faith he. It had 
been well done, faid I ; and 1 would fhe had : but yet 
that is not the queftion between him and me, what fhe 
fhould have done, but why fhe did it not. Mr. Hard- 
ing, wandering in his blind furmifes, fancieth the 
caufe only to be, " for hiding her difhonefty, and for 
that fhe would not (liamc the gofpel.". To this effect 
tendeth all his accufation. 

Perotine being big with child, at her condemnation 

did not fhe w it to the judges: 
Therefore, fhe did it to conceal her turpitude, and 

becaufe fhe would not fhame the gofpel. 
But here this accufer mufl understand, if he has not 
forgot his logic, that fuch arguments which do truly 
"hold a fignis, do always prefuppofe, that the figns 
which go before the things fignified, muft be neceffary, 
perpetual, and firm, as is between caufes natural and 
their effects. Orhtrwifc, if the figns be doubtful, 
•voluntary, or accidental, there is no firm confequent 
can proceed therefrom. 

Now, if the faid accufer fhould be put to his proof, 
"how to juftify his fequel to be true by evident de- 
' monftratton, that fhe did it only for covering her dif- 
'honcfty, I fuppofe verily he mould be found to fay 
more than he isable to make good, and in conclufion 
flibuid be brought into the like cafe as were the pha- 
rifecs, 'who coming to accufe the adulterefs before 
Chrift, went away mute, with as much fhame out of 
the temple, as the woman came in, having not one 
word to anfwer. For a man to pronounce affu redly 
upon the fecret thought and intent, either of man or 
woman, farther than by utterance of fpeech is to him 
fignified, paffeth his capacity, and is to be left only to 
him, who is a God fearching the heart and the reins. 

But forafmuch as Mr. Harding worketh, as 1 faid, 
by furmifes, confirming every thing to the worfr, let 
us fee what may be furmifed as much to the contrary, 
concerning • the quality of this furmifed murder; 
■wherein divers things are to be confidered, as here- 
under folio weth. , 

The firft conjecture is this, That' fuch manner of 
women, who for worldly fhame are difpofed to mur- 
der their children, have other ways ; to compafs that 
wickednefs, than by keeping filence. Now, con- 
cerning Perotine's going' to be burnt, neither could 
this filence' fave -her/; if fhe would, from worldly 
fhame,- nor is it to be thought any fuch intent ever to 
be in her, as to murder her child; as appeared in 
her mother's 'houfe, where if fhe had continued her 
time out, fhe intended no lefs but honeftly to be 
brought to bed, and to nurfe her child, not caring 
for the fhame of the world, nor fearing any flander to 
the gofpel'. Whereby may be urged that no intent of 
murder was ever in her thought. 

For how is it likely that fhe, who had gone fo 
long with child, almolt to the full time of her deli- 
verance, and never thought nor wrought any hurt to 
■the infant all that time, fhould now, going to her 
death, mind more hurt to her child, than fhe did be- 
fore, hoping herfelf to live? 

• Secondly, How knowcth Mr. Harding to the con- 
trary, but that fhe was known in the town to be with 
child, and went boldly abroad without note of any 
lhame, before the time fhe came in trouble? Which 
•being true, fhame then could- be no caufe why fhe 
fhould' conceal her child more after condemnation 
than fhe did before fhe was condemned. 

Thirdly, Admit the cafe it was not known before, 
what advantage thereby fhould arife to her, being ap- 
pointed to die, by concealing her being pregnant? 
She fhould have avoided (faith Mr. Harding; the 
public fhame and flander of the world, in that none 
fhould have known her to be with child. Firft, 
■what fhame was it for a married wife to be noted to 
be with child? Again, what profit had that been to 
her, to avoid the fhame and fame of the world, being 
now condemned to die? 

Fourthly, How is it like, that for fhame Ihe meant 



to conceal that from the world, which both knew fhe 
fhould not live in the world, and alfo fhould fuff cr 
that kind of death whereby her child could not be 
hidden from the fight of the world, though fhe had gone 
about ever fo much to conceal it? 

Fifthly, How is it to be thought that any woman 
going to fuch a fharp punifhment of fire to be con- 
fumed, would let for any worldly fhame to refcue her 
own life from fo bitter a torment, at leaft fo loner as 
fhe might, befide the fafeguard alfo of her child, if by 
any means fhe had known a remedy? 

Sixthly, Forafmuch as Mr. Harding doth fo hei. 
noufiy charge her with the wilful murdering of her 
own natural child, let all indifferent confeiences con- 
fider this, what was the caufe that moved' her fo willl 
ingly to recant as flic did, but partly to. fave her own 
life, and efpecially the poor innocent. Whereby it 
is manifeft to be underftood, what a motherly affec- 
tion fhe had to fave her infant,, if the father of the 
fpiritualiry had not been fo cruel, againft all order of 
law, to caft both her and her child away, notwithstand- 
ing her faid recantation. 

Seventhly and laftly, When Mr. Harding hath in- 
veighed all he can againft this poor woman, yet it is 
all the fame but a bye-matter from this principal pur. 
pofe pretended, fuppofing thereby, through his de- 
praving of her, to juftify and excufe. the pope's holy 
clergy, who wrought her death. Which will not be: 
for wbatfoever her life was befides, yet forafmuch as 
the caufe of her death and condemnation was neither 
for theft, whoredom, nor murder, but only and 
merely for religion, which defcrved no death ; I 
therefore having in my ftory no further to deal, as I 
faid before, fo do 1 fay again, that the caufe of her 
condemnation was wrongful, her death was .cruel, the 
fight of the babe rueful, and the proceeding of the 
judges unlawful: the whole ftory is pitiful; and the 
priefts. and clergy were the principal authors. All 
.which being' confidered and well expended, I tnift 
Mr. Harding may ftahd well Contented : or, if. he 
thinks, murder to be a thing, which .ought not to be 
.lightly paffed over, . let him then find out :murder 
where it is, and tell us truly, without affedion of 
partiality, where the true : murder lieth, whether in 
the poor. woman, who, with her child, was murdered, 
or in them,, who, without all law and confeience, 
brought them both to death. !■ 

Briefly and finally to. conclude with this man, what- 
foevcr the woman was, fhe is now gone. To bite fo 
bitterly againft the dead, is little honefty. And tho' 
the accufation had in it Tome truth, yet this accufation 
here needed not. The fame being falfe, is too un- 
merciful : at leaft, being doubtful, and unknown to 
him, charity would have judged the belt ; humanity 
would have fpared the dead, and if he could not afford 
her his good word, yet he might have, left her caufe 
unto the Lord, who fhall judge both' her arid him. 
To pray for the dead he findeth in his mafs, but to 
backbite the. dead, he neither findeth in his mafs, 
mattins, nor even-fong: and no doubt but in his Di- 
rige and commendations he commendeth many a one, 
lels deferving to be commended than this woman, let 
catholic affection be fet afide. And though the me- 
rits of her caufe deferved not his commendations, yet 
flic never deferved at Mr. Harding's hand fuch. un- 
merciful treatment after her departure. Cruelty fhe 
fulfcred enough alive, without Mr. Harding adding to 
her former afflictions: notwithstanding he hurteth not 
her, but himfelf; nor ftaineth her honc!ty fo much as 
he blemifheth his own.. Jt haih been the manner of 
learned men, in time pa ft, ever to be more ready 
with their defending oration, than to accufe. If 
they did at any time accufe, it was when forced: 
neither did they, accufe any but fuch as were alive) 
and then only in fuch matters where either the com- 
mon-wealth or themfelves were vehemently affected. 

Now if this grieve him fo greatly, becaufe in my 
ftory I have termed her to be a martyr, let him con- 
fider the caufe wherefore fhe fuffcred, being neither 
for felony, murder, nor whoredom, but only for the 
• "religion 
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religion in king Edward's time received ; and when 
he hath confuted that religion, I fhall crofs her out 
nf the book and feltowfhip of martyrs. In the mean 
time, my exhortation to Mr. Harding fliall be this: 

Firft, That if he muft needs become a writer in 
thefc furious and outrageous days of ours, he will 
feafon his vein of writings with more mildnefs and 
chariry, and not give. fuch example of railing to others. 

Secondly, Thar he will moderate his judging .and 
condemning of others with more equity and indifle- 
rencyi and not be fo rafh and partial. For if {he be 
accounted a murderer, who fo carefully went about, 
by recantation, , to fave both herfelf and child from 
the fire; what is to be laid of them who fo cruelly 
condemned her, and caufed both her and her infant 
to be burned, although fhe had (as I, faid) recanted. 
Yet fo partial is he,, that in all this . invective, crying 
out fo intemperately againft the woman and child that 
were burned, he fpake never a word .of their con- 
demners and true murderers indeed. . , 

Thirdly, Fbrfomuch as Mr. Harding is here in 
hand with infanticide, and calling away young chil- 
dren's lives, I would wifti, that as he hath fitted the 
doings of this woman to the uttermoft, who was mur- 
dered, inftead of being a murderer; he would look 
with an indifferent eye on the other fide, upon them 
of his own clergy, and Tee What he could find amongft 
thofe. .wilful contemners of immaculate marriage. I 
do not accufe. , any of inebntinency whofe lives I 
know, riot ; . but .there . is one' above i that well knovveth 
and feet h all things, be. they ever fo fecret to man, 
and moff certainly at length will pay home with fire 
and brimft one, when he feeth his time.. . . 

I fay no more,, and not fo much . as I might, fol- 
lowing herein the . painters, who when their colours 
will not ferve to exprefs a thing that they mean, fha- 
dow it with a .veil.' . But howfoever the matter gocth 
with therri, whether they may or may not be fufpectcd 
touching, this crime aforefaid of infanticides moll 
fure and manifeft it is that they are more than wor- 
thily to be accufed of. homicide in murdering, the 
children and fervants of God, both men and women, 
■wives and maids, . old and young, blind and lame, 
inad and unmadj difcreet and fimple innocents, 
learned and unlearned, and that of all degrees, . from 
the high archbilhop to the clerk and fe.xton of the 
Church, and that molt wrongfully and wilfully, with 
fuch effufion of innocent chriftian blood, as crieth up 
daily, to God for vengeance. 

And therefore Mr. Harding, in my mind, fliould 
do well to fp'are a little time from his inve&ives, 
wherewith he impeacheth ' the poor protectants of 
murder, whom they have murdered themfelves, and 
exercife his pen with more fruitful matter, to exhort 
thefe fpfritual fathers firft to ceafe from murdering 
their own children, to fpare the blood of innocents, 
and not. to perfecute Chrifl fo cruelly in his members 
as they do : and furthermore, ro exhort in like man- 
ner thefe Agamifts, and wilful rejecters of matrimo- 
ny, to take themfelves to lawful wives, and not to 
refifl: God's holy ordinance, nor encounter his infti- 
tution with another contrary 1 institution of their own 
deviling, left , perhaps they being prevented by fragi- 
lity, may fall into danger of fuch inconveniences 
above hinted ; which if they be not .in thein I fliall 
be glad ; but if they be, it is not their railing againft 
the . poor proteltants, nor yet their fecret auricular 
cohfefliori, that fhall cover their iniquities from the 
face .of the Lord, when he fhall come to reveal the 
hidden things of darknefs, ^ind judge the world by fire. 

And thus, for lack of further leifure, I end u irh Mr. 
Harding; having no more at this time to fay unto 
him, but wifh him to fear God, to embrace his truth, 
to remember himfelf, and to ceafe from this unchari- 
table railing, efpecially againft the dead, which can- 
not arifwer him; or if he will heeds continue ftill to 
be fuch a vehement accufer of others, yet that he will 
remember what belongeth to the part, of a right accu- 
fer : Firft, That his accufation be true j Secondly, 
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That- no blind affection of partiality be mixed with 
it ; Thirdly, Whofoever taketh upon hjm to carp ar, 
and impeach the crimes' of others, ought themfelves 
to be linceie and upright, and to fee what may be 
written in their own foreheads. 

Whoredom and murder are grievous offences, and 
worthy to be accufed : but to accufe of murder the 
parties that- were murdered, and to leave the other 
perfons untouched that were the true murderers, is 
the part of an accufer, who deferveth himfelf to be 
accufed of partiality. 

As verily I think by this woman, that if fhe had 
been a catholic papift, and a devout follower of their 
church, as fhe was a proteftant, fhe had neither been 
condemned by them alive, nor accufed by Mr. Hard- 
ing' when dead. But God forgive him, and make hirri 
a good man, if it be his will. 



An Account of three Martyrs, burnt at Green stead,' 
in Sussex. 

'fc. TEAR about the fame time that thefe three wo- 
men, and the infant, were burnt at Guernfey, 
fuffered three likewife at Greenftead, in SufTex, two 
men and one woman ; the names of whom were Tho- 
mas Dungate, John Foreman, and Mother Tree, who 
for fighteoufnefs' fake gave themfelves to death and 
torments of the fire, patiently abiding what the furious 
rage of man could fay or work againft them, ending 
their lives at the faid town of Greenftead, on the 18th. 
of July, and in the year aforefaid. 



An Account of the Martyrdom ^ THOMAS MOOR, 
in the Town of Leicester, June 26, 1556. 

AS the bloody rage .of this perfecution fpared 
neither man, woman, nor child, wife nor maid, 
lame nor blind, and as there was no difference either 
of age or fex confidered, fo neither was there any 
condition or quality .refpetfted of , any perfon ; but 
whofoever he wire that , held not as they did on the 
pope and the facrament of. the altar, were be learned 
or unlearned, wife, fimple, or innocent, all went to 
the fire, as may appear by this fimple poor creature 
and innocent poor foul, named Thomas Moor, re- 
tained as a fervnnt in the town of Leicefter, about 
24 years of age, and after the manner of a hufband- 
man ; who, for fpeaking certain words, . that his Ma- 
ker was in heaven, and not in the pyx,, was thereupon 
apprehended in the country, being with his friends. 
Who coming before „ his Ordinary,, was firft alked, 
Whether he did not believe his Maker to be there, 
pointing to the high altar. Which' he denied. 
How then, faid the bifhop, doft thou believe ? 
The young man anfwered, As my creed doth, 
teach me. ," ' 

Then faid the bifhop, And what is yonder that 
thou feeft above the altar?' 

He anfwered, Forlooth,' I cannot tell what you. 
would have me ro fee. .1 fee there fine clothes, with 
golden taffels, and other gay matters hanging about .the 
pyx : what is within 1 cannot fee. 

Why, doft thou not believe, faid the bifhop, Chrift 
to be there, flefh, blood, and bone? 
No, that 1 do nor, faid he. 

Whereupon the ordinary making fhort with him,' 
read the fentence, and fo condemned the faithful 
fcrvant of Chrift to death in St. Margaret's church, 
in Leicefter; who was burnt, and fuffered a joyful 
and glorious martyrdom for the teftimony of nghte- 
oufnefs, in the fame town, about the 26th day of June 
>55 6 - . 

1 o this Thomas Moor, we have alfo annexed .the 
examination and anfwers of one John Jack/on, be- 
fore Dr. Cook, one of the commillionersi for it.be- 
longeth near unto the fame time. 
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The Examination of JOHN JACKSON, before Dr. 
COOK, Marth n, 1556. 

FIRST, when I came before tiitn, he railed on me, 
and called me heretic. 
I anfweted and faid, I am no heretic. 
C-ibk. Yes, thou art. For Mr. Read told me, that 
thou wert therankeft heretic of all of them in the King's 
Bench. 

Jackfon. I know him not. 

Cooh No? Yes, he examined thee at the King's 
Bench. 

Jack/on. Me examined five others, but not me. 

Cffok. Then artfwer me: what fayeft thbu to the 
blefftd iacrameht of the altar ? Tell me. 

Jack/on. It is a vague quefiion, to aflt me at the 
firft fetting off. 

Cook. What an heretic is this 1 

Jackfon. It is eafier to call a man heretic, than to 
prOvfe him one. 

Cook. What church art thou of? 

Jackfon* What church? Iam of the fame church 
that is built en the foundation of the prophets and the 
apoftlcs, jefiis Chrift himfelf being the head corner- 
ftone. 

Cook. Thou art an heretic. 
, Jackfon. How can that be, feeing that I am of that 
church ? I an? fure that you will not fay that the pro- 
phets and apoftles were heretics. 

Gogh. No-. But what fayeft thou to the bleffed faera- 
ment of the altar again ? Tell me. 

Jackfon. I find it not written. 

Cook. No ? Keeper, away with him. 

Yet I tarried there long, and did talk with him; 
and I faid, Sin, I am content to be tractable, and obe- 
dient to the word of God. 

Dr. Cook ahfwered and faid to me, that I knew not 
what the word of God meant, nor yet whether it were 
titie or nor* 

Jack/by,. Ye*, that I do. 

■Cook. Whereby ? 

Jackjba. Hereby, faid I. Our Saviour Chrift faith, 
" Search the fcriptures » for ih them you think to have 
eternal life. For they be they that teftify of me." 

Cock. This is a wife proof. 

Jvckfim. Is it for What fey you then to thefe words 
that the jprophet DaVid faid? " Whatfoever he be that 
foareth ths Lord, he will fhew him the way that he hath 
chofeni his foul fball dwell at cafe, and bis feed lhall 
poffeTs the land. The fecrets of the Lord ape among 
them that fear him, and he ttieweth them his covc- 
na*t." 

Ofert. Well, you flail fee rid Ihortly one way or 
other* 

Jackfon. My life Heth not in men's hands, therefore 
no man Ihali <do more unto me than God will fuffer 

Cook. No ? Thou art a flubborn and naughty fel- 
low,. 

Jackfon. You cannot fo judge of me, except you 
did fee fome te-vil by me. 

XhoJc. No? Why may not I judge thee, as 
well as thou a*td thy MtowS judge Us, and caM us 
pifts? 

Jtotkfcm. Why, that « no judgment: but Chfift 
faith, " If you refufe me, and receive not my word, 
you have one that judgeth yeU» The word that I have 
fpoken unto yOU now> fhaM judge you ih the laft 

^Qxfk. I pray thee tell me, who 4s the head of the 
Congregation ? 

Jackfon. Chrift is the head. 
Ctat. But who is head 6ft *arth ? 
Jackfon. Chrift hath members here on earth. 
. 'Cent. Who are they ? 
Jack/bth They that are ruled by the Weird of God. 
Gook. You are a good fellow. 
Jackfon. I am that l«m> 



Then Dr. Cook laid to my keeper, Have him to 
prifon again. 

1 am contented with that, faid I, and fo we de- 
parted. 

I anfwer no further in this matter, becaufe I thought 
he fhould not have my blood in a corner. But I hope 
in the living God, that when the time fhall come, be- 
fore the congregation I (hall make their building after 
another manner of fafliion. For they build but upon 
the fand, and their walls are daubed With untempered 
mortar, and therefore they cannot ftand long. 

Therefore, good brothers ahd filters, be of good 
cheer: for 1 ttuft in my God, 1 and my other fellow. 
prifoners flialt gO joyfully before you, praifing God 
moft heartily, that we ate counted worthy to be wit- 
neffes of his truth. I pray you accept my limple anfwer 
at this time, Committing you tinto Godt 

Of this John Jackfon, befides there his aforefaid an- 
fwers and examination before Dr. Cook, One of the 
commiflloners, no more came to our hands. 



An Account of the Martyrdom if JOAN WASTE, a 
blind Woman, m the Town of Derby. 

THE firft day of Auguft, fiiffered likewife at the 
town of Derby, a poor honeft woman, being 
blind from her birth, and unmarried, about the age of 
42, named Joan Wafte, of jthe parifh of AlhaHoWs* 
Of them that fat upon this poor woman's blood, the 
chief was Ralph Blaine, bifhop of the diocefe, 
]>raicot, his chancellor, fir John Port, knight, Henry 
Vernon, cfquire, Peter Finely official of Derby, with 
the afliftance alfo of divers others, Richard Ward and 
William Bembrrdge the fame time being bailiffs of the 
town of Derby, &c. 

Firft, After the above-named bifhop and Dr. Drai- 1 
cot had caufed the faid Joan Waftt to be apprehended 
ih the town Of Derby, fufpedthig her to be guilty of 
certain herefies, fiie was divers times privily examined, 
as well in prifon as out, by Peter Finch, the official; 
and after brought to public examination before the 
bifhop: at laft, fiiewas burnt in Derby, as above faid. 
Concerning Whofe life, bringing up, and converfation, 
fomewhat more amply we mind to difcourfe, as by faith- 
ful relation hath tome to my hands. 

Firft, This Joan Wafte was the daughter of William 
W r afte, an honeft poor man, a barber, who fometimes 
alfo ufed to mate ropes. His wife had the fame 
Joan and one other at one birth, and me was born 
blind. 

When about twelve or fourteen years old, fhe 
learned to knit hofe and fleeves, and other things, 
which in time fhe could do very well. Furthermore, 
as time fcrved, fhe helped her father to turn ropes, 
and do fuch othet things as fiie was able, being never 
idle. Thus fhe 'continued with her father and mother 
during their lives. After whofe deceafe fhe lived with 
her brother Roger Wafte, and in the time of king Ed- 
ward the Sixth, of bleffed memory, gave herfelf daily 
to hear divine fervite read in the vulgar tongue. And 
thus by hearing homilies and fermons, fhe became 
marvelloufly well affected to the religion then taught. 
So at length, having faved fo much money as would 
buy her a New Testament, fhe caufed one to be pro- 
vided for her. And although 'fhe was of bcrieTf un- 
learned, and, by reafon of her blindnefs, unable to 
read, yet, for the great tfefire the had to underftand, 
and have imprintea in her memory the ravings of the 
holy fcriptures contained in the New Teftament, Ihe 
acquainted herfeTf chiefly with John Hurt, then prifo- 
ner m the common hall of Derby for debt. 

The fame John Hurt being a grave fober man, of the 
age of rhrcefcore and ten years, by her earned intreaty, 
and being a prifoner, and many times idle and without 
company, did for his exereife da% read unto her fome 
owe chapter o'f the New Teftament. if at any time 
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. „, cre otherwife occupied or hindered through ficknefs, 
L would repair unto John Pemerton, clerk of the panih 
church of All Saints, in the fame town of Derby or 
fome other perfon which could read, and fometimes the 
would give a penny or two (as file might fpare) to fuch 
perfons as would freely read unto her appointing unro 
them beforehand how many chapters of the New lefla- 
ment they fhould read, or how often they Ihould repeat 
one chapter for fuch a price. 

Moreover in the faid Joan Wafte this was notorious, 
that fhe being utterly blind, could notwithftanding, 
without a guide, go to any church within the faid town 
of Derby, or to any other place or perfon, with whom 
(he had any fuch exercife. By which exercife fhe fo 
nrohted, that fhe was able not only to recite many chap- 
ters of the New Teftament, but alfo could aptly dis- 
prove, by divers places of fcriptures, as well fin, as 
fuch abufes in religion, as then were too much in ufe in 
divers and fundry pcrfons. 

As this godly woman thus daily increafed in the 
knowledge of God's holy word, and no lefs in her life 
expreffed the virtuous fruits and exercife of the fame: 
not long after, through the fatal death of blefll'd king 
Edward, followed the woeful ruin of religion in the 
reio-n of queen Mary his fifter. In which alteration, 
norwithftanding the general backfliding of the grcateft 
part and multitude of the whole realm into popery 
again, yet this poor blind woman, continuing in a con- 
ftant confeience, proceeded ftill in her former exercife, 
being both zealous in that fhe had learned, and alfo. 
refufing to communicate in religion with thofe, which 
tauoht contrary to that fhe had before learned in king 
Edward's time. 

For which fhe was called and con vented before the 
aforefaid bifhop and Dr. Draicot, with divers others 
called in to bear witnefs. 

The articles miniftered unto her, and wherewith fhe 
was charged, were thefe: Frft, that fhe did hold the 
facrament of the altar to be only a memory or reprc- 
fentationof Chrift's body, and material bread and wine, 
but not his natural body, unlefs it were received. And 
that it ought not to be refcrved from time to time over 
the altar, but immediately to be received, &c. 

Item, That Hie did hold, in receiving of the facra- 
ment of the alar, fhe did not receive the fame body 
that was born of the virgin Mary, and fuffcred upon the 
crofs for our redemption, &c. 

Item, She did hold, that Chrift at his laft fupper did 
not blefs the bread that he had then in his hands, but was 
hleffed himfelf, and by the virtue of the words of con- 
fecration, the fubftancc of the bread and wine is not con- 
verted and turned into the fubftance of the body and 
blood of Chrift. 

Item, That fhe did grant that flie was of the parifli 
of Allhallows, in Derby, &c. 

Item, That all and lingular the premifes are true and 
notorious by public report and fame, &c. 

Whereunto fhe anfwered, that fhe believed therein fo 
much as the holy fcripture taught her, and according to 
that fhe had heard preached unto her by divers learned 
men. Whereof fome fuffered imprifonment, and others 
fuflered death for the fame doctrine: among whom fhe 
named, befides others, Dr. Taylor, who, fhe faid, took it 
of his confeience, that the doctrine which he taught was 
true, and afked them if they would do fo in like cafe for 
their doctrine: which if they would nor, the defiled 
them for God's fake not to trouble her, being a blind, 
poor, and unlearned woman, with any further talk, 
faying, that by God's affiftance, fhe was ready to yield 
up her life in that faith, in fuch fort as they fhould 
appoint. 

And yet notwithitanding being preffed by the faid 
bifhop and Dr. Draicot, with many arguments of 
Chrift's omnipotence, as, Why was not Chrift able as 
Well to make the bread his body, as to turn water into 
wine, or raife Lazarus from the dead? and fuch other 
like arguments; and many times being threatened with 
grievous imprifonments, torments, and death. The 
poor woman thus being as it were half aftonifhed through 
their terrors and threats, and probably defirous to pro- 
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long her life, offered to the bifhop then prefenr, that if 
he would before that company, take it upon his con- 
feience, that the doclrine which lie would have her to 
believe concerning the facrament was true, and that he 
would at the dreadful d.iy of judgment anfwer for her 
therein (as the faid Dr. Taylor in divers of his fermons 
did oficr), fhe would then further anfwer them. 

Whereunto the bifhop anfwered he would. But Dr. 
Dr.iicot, his chancellor, hearing that, faid, My lord, yon 
know not what you do, you may in no cafe anfwer fora 
heretic. And he immediately afked the poor woman 
whether fhe would recant or no; flie find fhe fhould 
anfwer for herfelf. Unto whofe fayings the bifhop alfo 
conformed himfelf. 

The poor woman perceiving this, anfwered again, 
that if they refufed to take of their confeience that it was 
true they would have her to believe, flic would anfwer 
no farther, but defired them to do their pleafure; and fb 
after certain circumflances, they pronounced fenrence 
again ft her, and delivered her to the bailiffs of the laid 
town of Derby aforenamed ; who after they had kept 
her about a month or five weeks, there came unto them 
a writ De Herctho Combiirendo : by virtue whereof they 
were appointed by the faid bifhop to bring her to the 
parifli church of All-Saints at a day appointed, where 
Dr. Draicot was to make a fermon. 

When the time was come that this innocent martyr 
fhould fufFcr, firft came to the church Dr. Draicot, ac- 
companied with divers gentleman, as Mr. Thomas Pow- 
thread, Mr. Henry Vernon, Mr. Derhick, of Newal, 
and divers others. This done, and all things now in 
readinefs, at laft the poor blind creature and fervant of 
God was brought and fet before the pulpit, where the 
faid doctor being entered into his fermon, and there 
inveighing againit many matters, which he called here- 
fies, declared unto the people that that woman was con- 
demned for denying the facrament of the altar to be the 
very body and blood of Chrift really and fubftantially, 
and was thereby cut off from the body of the catholic 
church; and faid, that file was not only blind of her 
bodily eyes, but alfo blind in the eyes of her foul. And 
he faid, As her body ihould be prefently confumcd with 
material fire, fo her foul Ihould be burned in hell with 
evcrlafiing fire, as foon as it ftiall be feparated from the 
body, and there remain world without end; and faid ic 
was not lawful for the people to pray for her : and fo 
with many terrible threats he made an end of his fermon, 
and commanded the bailiffs and thofe gentleman to fee 
her executed. Then this bleffed fervant of God was 
carried away from the church to a place called the 
Windmill Pit, near to the faid town; and holding Roger 
Wafte, her brother, by the hand, fhe prepared herfelf, 
and defired the people to pray with her, and faid fuch 
prayers as flie before had learned, and cried upon Chrift 
to have mercy upon her, as long as life ferved. In this 
mean feafon the faid Dr. Draicot went to his inn, for 
great farrow of her death, and there laid him down and 
i)epr, during all the time of her execution. And thus 
much of Joan Walte. 

Now, forafmuch asl am not ignorant (faithful reader) 
that this and other ftories fet forth of the martyrs, will 
not want carpers and markers enough, ready to feek alt 
holes and corners how to defame the memory of God's 
good faints, and to condemn thefe hiftorics as lies and 
untruths, efpecially hiflorics wherein they fee their 
fliameful acts and unchriftian cruelty detected and 
brought to light; therefore for the better confirmation of 
this hifloiy above written, and to flop the mouths of 
fuch pcrfons, this fhall be to admonifh all and fingular 
readers hereof, that the difcourfc of this poor blind 
woman's life and death, in fuch fort as is above prefixed, 
hath been confefled to be very true, by divers pcrfons 
of worthy credit, and yet living; and alfo hath been 
carefully pcrufed and examined by W. Bambridgc, 
then bailiff of Derby; who as well of his own know- 
ledge, as by fpecial inquiry and conference by him 
made, with divers others, hath certified me fame to us 
to be undoubted ; befide the teftimony of John Cad- 
man, curate of the faid town, and of others alfo, upon 
whofe honcfty well known, and their report- herein 
6 T nothing 
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nothing differing from fuch as were beft acquainted 
with that matter, I have been here the more bold to 
commit this ftory to pofterky, for all good men to con- 
fidcr and judge upon. 



it.Thoma: 



An Account "/'Edward Sharp, John Ha 
Ravensdale, a Shoemaker, a Currier, 
John Horn, and a Woman. 

ON the 8th day of September (which was the next 
month following) a certain godly, aged, devout 
perfon, and zealous of the Lord's glory, born in Wilt- 
fhire, named Edward Sharp, of the age of forty years, 
or thereabouts, was condemned at Briftol to the like 
martyrdom, where he conftantly and manfully perfifting 
in the juft quarrel of (Thrift's gofpel, for miflikingand 
renouncing the ordinances of the Romifli churchy was 
tried as pure gold, and made a lively facrifice in the 
fire: in whofe death, as in the death of all his other 
faints, the Lord be glorified and thanked for his great 
grace of conftancy ; to whom be praife for ever, Amen. 

On the 24th of the fame month, 1550", John Hart, 
Thomas Ravenfdale, a fliocmaker, and a currier, fuffered 
at Mayfield in SufTex: who being at the place where 
they flioLiId fuller, after they had made their prayers, 
and were at the flake ready to undergo the force of the 
fire, they conftantly and joyfully yielded their lives for 
theteftimony of the glorious gofpel of Jefus (Thrift, untq 
whom be praife for ever and ever, Amen. 

The day following, which was the 25th of the fa id 
month, a young man, by trade a carpenter, (whofe 
name we have not) was put to death for the like tefti- 
mony of Jefus (Thrift, at Briftol, where he yielded 
himfelf to the torments of the fire, gave up his life 
into the hands of the Lord, with fuch joyful conftancy 
and triumph, as all the church of (Thrift have juft caufe 
to praife God for him. 

On the 27th of the fame month of September, John 
Horn and a woman fuffered death by fire at Wooton- 
under-edge in Gloucefterfhirc, and died very glorioufiy 
in. a conftant faith to the terror of the wicked, and com- 
fort of the godly. So glorioufiy did the Lord work in 
them, that death unto them was life, and life with a 
blotted conference was death. 



Tbe unmerciful Handling of William Dangerfield j 
and Joan bis Wife, being in Child-bed, taken out of 1 
ber Houfe, ivith her fucking Infant of fourteen Days 
old, and laid in the common Gaol among Thieves and 
Murderers. 

WHEN I had written and finifhed the ftory of 
the three Guernfey women, with the young 
infant there burned with them, and alfo hadpaffed the 
burning of the poor blind woman Joan Waftc at Derby, 
I well hoped I mould have found no more fuch ftories of 
unmerciful cruelty (hewed upon innocent women with 
their children and young infants : but now coming to 
the perfecution in Gloucefterfhire about the patts of 
Briftol, I find another ftory of fuch unmercifulnefs fhew- 
ed againft a woman in child-bed, as far from all charity 
and humanity, as any other ftory that hath hitherto been 
rehearfed, as by the fequel hereof may appear. 

In the parifh of Wotton-undcr-edge, not far from 
Briftol, dwelt William Dangerfield, an honeft poor man, 
who by his wife Joan had nine children, and fhe now 
lying in child-bed of the tenth. This William, after 
he had been abroad from his houfe a certain fpace for 
fear of perfecution, hearing that his wife was brought 
to bed, repaired home to vifit her, as natural duty re- 
quired, and to fee his children, fhe being delivered four 
days before. 

The return of this man was no fooner known tofome 
of his unkind and uncharitable neighbours, bur they 
incenfed with the fpirit of popery, immediately hefet 



the houfe, and apprehended him, and carried him to 
prifon, and fo at length he was brought to the bifhop. 
Dr. Brooks, in whofe cruel handling he remained fo 
long, till his legs almoft were fretted off with irons. 

After the apprehenfion of the hufband, the wife like- 
wife was taken, with her young-born child, being but 
fourteen days old, out of her child-bed, and carried into 
the common gaol, and there confined among thieves 
and murderers ; where (he and her innocent babe found 
fo little charity, that fhe could never come to any fire, 
but was driven to warm the clothes that fhould put 
about the child in her bofom. 

In the mean feafon, while the hufband and wife lay 
thus inclofed in different prifons, the bifliop began to 
praftife not with the woman firft, as the ferpent did with 
Eve, but with the man, craftily deceiving his fimpltcity 
with fairgloffing words, falfcly perfuading him that his 
wife had recanted, and afking him, wherefore he fhould 
more ftand in his own conceit, than fhe, being as well 
learned as he ; and fo fubtily drew out a form of recan- 
tation, wherewith he deceived the fimple foul. Wherc- 
unto after that he had' once granted that he would con- 
fent, although be. had not yet recanted, they fuffered 
him to go to his wife, where fhe lay in the common 
gaol. 

Then tbey with melting hearts opening their minds 
one to another, when he faw his wife not releafed, and 
perceiving that he had not done wellj he declared unto 
her the whole matter, how falfely he was circumvented 
by the fubtle flatterings of the bifhop, telling him that 
fhehadcerjtainly recanted : And thus deceiving me, (faid 
he); brought this . Ainto . me, and fo plucked out of his 
bofom the copy of the recantation, whereunto he had 
granted his promife. At the fight whereof the wife 
hearing what her hufband had done,; her heart clave 
afunder, faying, "Alack, thus long have we continued 
one, and hath Satan fo prevailed, to caufe you to break 
your firft vow made to Chrift in baptifin?'' And fo 
parted the faid William and Joan his wife, with what 
hearts the Lord knowetb. Then began he greatly to 
bewail, his promife made to the bifhop, and to make his 
prayer to Almighty God, defiringhim that he might nbt 
live fo long.as to call evil good, and good evil ; or light 
darknefs, or darknefs light ; and fb he departed toward 
his houfe : where by the way homeward: (as jt is affirmed) 
he took his death, and fhortly after departed, according 
to his prayer, after he had been in prifon twelve 

After this, Joan bis wife continued •frill in prifon with 
her tender infant, till at laft fhe was brought before that 
bifliop to be examined. Whereunto what her anfwers 
were, it is not certainly known. Howbeit moft like it 
is, whatfocver they were, they pleafed not the bifhop, as 
appeared by his anger increafed againft the poor woman, 
and her long continuance in the prifon, together with 
her tender babe, which alfo remained with her in the 
gaol, partaker of her martyrdom, fo long as her milk 
would ferve to give it fuck, till at length the child, 
being ftarved for cold and famine, was fent away when 
it was paft all remedy, and fo fhortly after died : and 
not long after the mother followed. Befides, the old 
woman, which was mother of the hufband, of the age 
of eighty years and upward, who being left in the houfe 
after their apprehenfion, for lack of comfort there pe- 
rifhed alfo. 

And thus have ye in one ftory the death'of four to- 
gether ; firft of the old woman, then of the hufband, 
after that of the innocent child, and laftly of the mother. 
What became of the other nine children, 1 am not per- 
fectly fu re, but that I partly undcrftand they all were 
undone bv the fame. 

This ftory is reported and teftified as well by others, 
as namely by Mrs. Bridges dwelling in the fame town, 
and partaker then of "the like afflictions, who hardly 
efcaped with her life. 

In the month of October following, was burnt at the 
town of Northampton a fhoermker, a true witnefs and 
difcipleof the Lord, who according to the grace of 
God given unto him, cleaving fa ft to the found doctrine 
and preaching of God's w.ord, renounced the untrue and 
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falfe coloured religion of the Romifh fee, wherein many 
a good man hath been drowned. 

After him, not long after, in the fame month of 
Oftober, died alfo in the caftle of Chichefter, three 
godly confeffors, being there -in bonds for the like caufe 
ofChrift'sgofpel, who alfo fhould have fuffered the like 
martyrdom, had not their natural death, or rather (as it 
is to be fufpedted) the cruel handling of the papifts, 
made them away before, and afterwards buried them 
in the fields. 

I read moreover, that in this prefent year, to wir, 
1556, one named Hooke, a true witnefs of the Lord's 
truth, was burnt at Chefter. 



An Account of five Perfons famijhed in Canterbury 
Carrie, by the unmerciful Tyranny of the Papifts, about 
the Beginning ^November. 

AS among all the bifhops, Bonner, bifhop of Lon- 
don> principally excelled in perfecting the poor 
members arid faints of Chrift ; fo of all archdeacons, 
Nicholas Harpsfield, archdeacon of Canterbury, (as may 
evidently appear) was thefqreft, and leaftof companion, 
(only Dunning of Norwich excepted) by whofe unmer- 
ciful and furly difpoGtion very many were put to death 
in that diocefe of Canterbury, not only in the bloody 
time of queen Mary, but fame alfo in the beginning of 
the reign of our moft renowned and moft gracious queen 
Elizabeth, as by the grace of Chrift hereafter fhall appear. 

Of thofe that fuffered in the diocefe of Canterbury in 
the time of queen Mary, fome are recited already, .with 
the order and form of fuch articles as then were moft 
commonly adminiftered to the examinates by Thornton, 
fuffragan of Dover, and the faid Nicholas Harpsfield, 
and others, as before mentioned. 

Now to proceed in order and courfe of time where we 
left, next fol.lo.wcth the month of November. 

In the beginning whereof, fifteen godly and innocent 
martyrs were together in the caftle of Canterbury, of 
which number not one efcaped with life, but either were 
burnt, or elfe famifhed in prifpn : of which two forts, 
which is the eafier death, God knoweth, is hard to 
judge. Notwithftanding, the truth is, that of. thefe fif- 
teen, ten fuffered in the fire, of whom in the next book, 
more, God willing, fhall be faid : the other five pined, 
and were moft cruelly famifhed in the clofc prifon, of 
whom we fhall treat. Their names were as follow ; 
John Clarke, Dunfton Chittenden, William Fofter, of 
Stone, Alice Potkins, John Archer, of Crambroke, 

Of thefe five prifoners, the two firft were uncondem- 
ned, the other three were condemned, and fhould have 
been burned, but fuffered no lefs torments than if they 
had abode the fire, for they pined to death by famine. 
What their articles and anfucrs were I need not here 
recite, feeing all they in the time of queen Mary com- 
monly fuffe,rcd for one manner of caufe, chat is, for hold- 
ing againft the fevca facraments, againft the reality of 
Chrift's being in his fupper, for fpeaking againft the 
church of Rome, and determinations of the fame, 
againft images fet up and worfhipped in the church, 
for not coming to church, &c. 

Firft, William Fofter anfwering to thefe and like 
articles, faid, That he believed well in all the articles of 
the creed; but to believe that there be more facraments 
than two, and to pray to faints either to profit us, or to 
pray for fouls in purgatory to profit by them, that faith 
and works do juftify, or to allow the popifh ceremonies 
in the church, that he denied. Moreover he faid", to 
carry candles upon Candlemas-day, were as good for 
him as to carry a dung-fork; and that it is as neccffiry 
to carry the gallows about, if his father was hanged, as 
'he crofs. Come to the church he could not, he faid, 
with a fafe confeience. Concerning fifh-days and fkfh- 
days, he granted it good to put difference therein, cx- 
c cpt where neceffity required the contrary. 

This William Fofter was a labouring man, of the age 



of forty years. He was apprehended and imprifoned 
by fir Thomas Moyle, knight. 

Alice Potkins, for the like confefiion, was condemned 
to be burnt, for that fhe was not, neither would be con- 
feffed to the prieft, for that file received not the facra- 
ment of the altar, becaufe fhe would not pray to faints, 
nor creep to the crofs, &c. Being demanded of her 
age, fhe faid that fhe was forty-nine years old, accord- 
ing to her old age ; and according to her young age, 
fincc fhe learned Chrift, (lie was of one year's age, and 
was committed to prifon by Mr. Roberts. 

The anfwer and confefiion of John Archer of Cram- 
broke was much in like fort. And although fome of 
thefe upon ignorant fimplicity fwerved a little in the 
number of facraments, fome granting one facramenr, 
that is, the body of Chrift hanging upon the crofs, fome 
more, fome lefs, &c. yet in the principal matter con- 
cerning the dodtrine of falvation for faith to ftay upon, 
and in difagreeing from the dreaming determinations of 
the popifh church, they moft agreed. Concerning the 
not praying to faints, and for the dead in purgatory, for 
not creeping, to the crofs, for faith only to juftify, for 
taking of an path, and other fuch like, he granted as the 
_ other had done. This father Archer, by his occupation 
a weaver, of the town of Crambroke, of the age of fifty 
years, was imprifoned by fir. John Gilford, knight. 

And thus have ye the caufe and imprifonment of 
thefe five prifoners. Now" as touching the cruelty of 
their death, that ye fhall not furmife the fufpicion or 
relation thereof to proceed of myfelf, you fhall hear 
their own teftknony by their own letter, thrown out of 
the prifon, concerning the unmerciful dealing of the 
popifh tyrants in famifhing them, as is afore faid. The 
copy of their letter is this. 

She Copy of a Letter •written and caft out of the Caftle of 
Canterbury by the Prifoners there in Bonds for God's 
Word, declaring hozv the Papifts xvent about to famiflj 
them to death ; of -which Company five were already 
moft cruelly famifhed among them. 

BE it known unto, all men that fhall read, of hear 
read thefe pur letters, that.we the poor, prifoners of 
the caftle of Canterbury for God's truth, are kept and lie 
in cold irons, and our keepers: will not fuffef any meat 
to be brought us to comfort us. And if any man do 
. bring us any thing, as bread, butter, cheefe, or any other 
food, the faid keeper will fo charge them that fo bring us 
any thing, except money or raiment, to carry it them 
again ; or elfe if he do receive any food of any for us, .he 
doth keep it for himfclf, and he and his fervants do fpend 
it, fo that we have nothing, thereof ; and thus the keeper 
kecpeth away our victuals from us : infomuch that .there 
are four of us prifoners there for God's truth, famiflied 
already, and thus is it his mind to famifh us all : and we 
think he is appointed thereunto by the bifhops and 
priefts, and alio of the juftices, fo to famifh us, and 
not only us of the faid. call Jc, but alfo all other prifoners 
in pther prifons for the like caufe .to be alfo famiflied : 
notwithftanding we write not thefe pur letters, with a 
view to lignify our unwillingnefs to bfc- famifhed for the 
Lord Jcfus's fake, but for this caufe and intent, that they, 
having no law fo to famifh us in prifon, fhould no; dp it 
privily, but that the murderers' hearts fhould be openly 
known to all the world, that all men may know of what 
church they are, and who is their father. Out of the 
cairie of Canterbury. 



She Pcrfecution of divers good People in the Diocefe 1 ?/" 
' Litchfield. 

THESE aforefaid months of September, Novem- 
ber, and December, as they were troblcfomc to 
many other places, and efpecially to the diocele of Can- 
terbury by rcafon of the archdeacon above named ; fo 
likeuife they brought no little bulincfs in the country to 
Litchfield and Coventry, by a cruel bifhop there, named 
Ralph Bainc, and a more cruel chancellor called Dr. 

Draicot, 
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^Vaicot, through the fierce inquifition of whom great 
ftir was there among the people, being called to exami- 
nation of their faith, and many caufed to bear faggots. 
Who, although they were not put to the torment of 
death, yet becaufe it may appear what- a number there 
is in the countries of England abroad, who in their hearts 
have a mifliking of the pope's Romifh laws and reli- 
gion, if for fear they durft utter their minds, I thought 
■to make a rchearfal of their names, w hich in the afore- 
faid diocefe of Coventry and Litchfield were taken on 
fufpicion, and examined for their religion. 

And firft amongft them that were detected and en- 
joined to the popiih penance, that is, to bear a faggot, 
candle, and beads about in proceffion, were Agnes 
Foreman, detected, examined, and by witntfs con- 
victed, and bare a faggot the twelfth of September. 
Likewife Margery Kirry, Thomas Norris, Thomas 
Stiffe, William Kaime, Robert Katrenes, Thomas 
Smith, John Borfley, the younger. Item, John Water- 
hoiife, againft whom came as witnelTes and accufers 
Richard "Caaerbanke, J. Edge, William Smith, Robert 
Cooke, laying againft him for feldom coming to 
church, for giving no reverence at the elevation of the 
facrament, but looking upon his book, for not kif- 
fing the pyx, &c. Robert Biffel, Leonard Weft, Rich- 
ard Bailey, of the parifli of Whitacre. 

Thefe were deprived. 
Nicholas Caftwrighr, doctor; Richard Jurdain, 
prieft; Edmund Crokel, prieft; Thomas Whitehead, 
prieft ; William Taylor, prieft ; Anfelme Sele, prieft; 
Richard Slavy, prieft, married; Edward Hawkes, 
-prieft; married; Robert Afton, prieft, deprived; 
Henry Tecka, prieft, deprived ; Robert Moffey, prieft, 
married, and deprived. 

Thete were divers others befides thefe, who in like 
manner were detected, accufed, and examined, al- 
though they bare no faggot, but were difmifled ; as 
Richard Kempe, John Franklin, William Marler, 
Julius Dudley, Euftache Byfacre, William Shene, 
Anthony Afterwhittle, Thomas Steilbe; Henry Birdlim, 
William Mofeley, John Leach, John Richardfon, 
Anthony Jones, alias Pulton, Thomas Wilfon, Thomas 
Lynacres, and Hugh Lynacres, his fon, Ifabel Parker, 
Martin Newman, William Enderby, Cicely Prefton, 
Thomas Salter, John Stamford, fhoemaker, Richard 
Woodbourne, Thomas Arnal, fhoemaker, John Robin- 
fon, Hugh Moore, fhoemaker, John Adale, Thomas 
Arch, Frances Ward, John Avines, Richard Foxal, 
Thomas Underdonne, Richard Weaver. 

Thefe forenamed perfons, with many more following, 
in the next year after, although they did fubferibe and 
relent through fear of death ; yet for this caufe I do 
here recite them, that by them it might appear what a 
number there were not only in the country of Litchfield, 
but alfo in other parts, if that fear rather than confei- 
ence had not compelled them to the contrary. 

Thus have you the whole perfection of this year de- 
. clared, with the names of all them which fuffered mar- 
tyrdom within the compafs of the year 1556: the 
number of all which, flain and martyred in divers places 
. of England at fundry times this year, came to above 
. 84 perfons, whereof many were women, wives, widows, 
and maidens ; befides thofe who by fecret practices 
were otherwifc made away, of driven from their goods 



of their houfes, or out of the realm, or elfe within 
the realm were put to penance and obliged by forcible 
violence to recant ; fave only that I have omitted the 
ftory of fir John Cheeke, knight, and fometime fchool- 
mafter to king Edward. The worthinefs of which man 
deferveth much to be faid of him ; but his fall fhould 
rather be covered in filence and oblivion. Only to note 
a word or two of a few things to the prefent ftory moll 
principally appertaining, it fhall fuffice. 

Sir John Cheeke being in the country of Germany 
out of all danger of perfection, with many more of his 
own countrymen and acquaintance, was not only i n 
fafety, but alfo with reputation accordingly efteemed 
among the Germans, and alfo well placed in the city of 
St rafburg. Where if he had contented himfelf to have 
remained, rather giving place to time, than to prefu me 
upon adventures, peradventure it had been better for 
him. But what fatal inftigation wrought in his mind 
I know nor. In the end it fo fell, that he would needs 
take a journey with fir Peter Carew, from high Germany 
to Bruffels, and that (as 1 have, credibly heard of them 
which knew the affair) not without the. forecafting of 
his adventured journey by the conftellation of the flars 
and difpofition of the heavens above. For as he wasa 
man famoufly expert, and travelled in the knowledge of 
fundry arts and fcicnces, fo was he a little too much 
addicted to the curious practifing of this ftar divinity, 
which we call aftrology. But howfoever it was, or 
whatfoever it was that the ftars did promife him, the truth 
was, that men here on earth kept little promife with 
him. For having, as it is faid, king Philip's fafe con- 
duct to pafs and repafs, and by the means, as I find, of 
the lord Paget, and fir John Maf. pledging for his fafe- 
guard king Philip's fidelity, he came to Bruffels to fee 
the queen's ambaffadors : and having brought the lord 
Paget oh his way toward England, in the return be- 
tween Bruffels and Antwerp, he was taken w ith fir Peter 
Carew by the provoft Marfhal, fpoiled of their horfes, 
and clapped into a cart, their legs, arms, and bodies tied 
with halters to the body of the cart, and fo fhipped, 
blind-fold under the hatches, and brought to the 
Tower of London. 

Thus the good man being intrapped, and in the 
hands now of his enemies, had but one of thefe two 
ways to take, cither to change his religion, or to 
change his life, other remedy with thofe holy ca- 
tholics there was none. Neither could his confeience 
excufe him, nor truth defend him, nor his learning 
help him. 

However Mr. Fecknam, whether fuborned by the 
queen, or upon his own devotion and friendfhip toward 
his old acquaintance, took upon him the defence and 
commendation of fir John Cheeke, fpeaking in his .be- 
half: yet no mercy could be had with tlwqueen, but 
he muft needs recant, and fo he did. 

Then after this-recantation, he was through the crafty 
handling of the papifts, allured firft to dine and accom- 
pany with them, at length unawares to fit in the place, 
where the poor martyrs were brought before Bonnet 
•and other bifhops to be condemned; the remorfe 
whereof fo mightily wrought in his heart, that not long 
after he left this mortal life. Whofe fall, although it 
was full of infirmity, yet his riling again by repen- 
tance was great, and his end comfortable, the Lord 
be praifed. 
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' FTER Cardinal Poole's return to England 
| a^out three years/ he thought of re!™-' 
ing the umverfity of Cambridge; for 
which purpofe commiffioners were a D - 
^^ L .P»jntcc! as follow, Ctuhbert Scot Jatelv 
confecrated bilhpp of Chefter, Nicholas Orma'net an 
Italian, a favourite of pope Julius Hi and the nn J" 
datary, Thomas ^^VZpof U^^ 
griftopherfon , b,lhop of Chichefler eledt, and Henry 
Cole, provoft of Eton. January 1 1 t Ct , «« , uL a 

hc„ and there^xhibited ; that due meafures^ ghc £ 
taken, for the benefit of the feme. g 

The citation was firft examined and read on the nth 
on feSf* in the ^"vocation houfe of re^ts s and 
on the 24th it was determined, that the uni wrfitv and 

th; a r?^u Ct? ^ lr ^' W W» »"d ^e like/ At 

oTnfJt f M**" 1 Sw er » and Other fevour- 

the reformed reU £ ipn, The wquifuors arrived 



on the ninth of January, and, beintr mi» li^Vn, 
town by feveral of "the mVfters andprefldem ofLfl? 
ges, were introduced into the town.and ! then 

AT ^ th VJ 11 P^ferred Trinity coHegebf 
which the bilhop of Chichefter elect was Lff°" * * 

exDrX?'^ W k' matJe by * fe,,OW of thc <"»*e collet, 
exprenive of their gratitude for the partiality wh&h 

as others of Chefter. made an appropriate reply. But 
the two churches of St. Mary's, where Mr. ButeV and 
f^^ Chad s ? * h " e Paulus Fag'""* lay bur^ 'werf 
h.d under an inderditft. The oration on the Sh^as 
made in Latin in the name of ail the reft, in whlehKe 
S Tn7f C ^ inaI P0 ° ,e > « the author of Thi tin'! 
IIZ 'J H r hls F* C1 ?™ condefcenfion in beconimor 
the r chancellor, though at that time acting by meahf 
of the vjfitors; afterwards proceeding to flate Arf! 
errors and their reiteration JthecSc chS -and 
concluding with the promife of a perpetual love of the 
true rehgion, and an eternal remembrance of tne fa 
vours to be received from them. ■ fa 

Ch^r^nrwe?ed m t^ ° f * 

m .n^.ft° nC ^ njn f their goodwills, there was nocaufe to 
miftruft. tor th«r coming thither was not to deal a$ 
thing 
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thine roughly with fuch as fell to the amendment: but 
both the cardinal himfelf, and they alfo, were fully 
minded to fhew favour, deviling how to bring all things 
to peace and tranquillity, dcftring -nothing more ear- 
neftty, than that they which have erred and gone affray, •• 
fhould return into the right path again. The right reve- 
rend father, the lord cardinal, whom he"wifhed to have 
been prefent, wifhed the felf-fame thing alfo, defirtng 
nothing fo much as he with his own hands to fuftain and 
hold up, now ready to fall, or rather to raife up already 
fallen to the ground, the univerfity of his ward: for he 
gladly taketh upon him the name and duty of her 
guardian, whom it greatly grieved, that. the infections of 
the time paft had fpread abroad fuch grievous-difeafes-, 
that .even the univerfity itfetf was touched with the con- 
tagious air thereof. For he would more gladly have 
come hither to vifit and falute it, than to correct it, if 
the weighty affairs of the realm would have permitted 
it. But now feeing he could not fo dcv he had appointed 
this commiflion, in which he had afligned them to be 
his deputies, which (becaufe they knew him to fet fo 
much ftore by the univerfity) fhould extend the more 
favour to it, and (becaufe they themfelves had been 
there brought up) would the more earneftly embrace it. 
The chief matter that they came for, tended to this end, 
that fuch as had erred mould confefs their faults, and 
return into the right way again. For they were in 
great forwardnefs of healing, that acknowledged them- 
felves to have offended. And therefore it was wifely 
propounded on his part, that he would not altogether 
excufe the faults of the univerfity, nor of other men, but 
confefs and acknowledge the crime, as there were many 
things that had need to be corrected and amended. 

Thecaufe why they were fent thither, was to raife up 
them that were fallen, and to receive into favour fuch as 
were forry and would amend, wherein if (contrary to 
their expectation) they mould not be able to do fo much 
with fomc men as they would, yet notwithstanding, 
according to their duty, they would fhew themfelves lo 
diligent for their part, as that no lack might be found in 
them. For it was more openly known, than it 
could be denied, that many men did divers things of a 
froward wilfulnefs, and took ftoutly upon them: 
wherewith as they were greatly moved and grieved as 
reafon was, fo they coveted to remedy the mirchicf. 
Againft whom, if any thing fhould feem hereafter to be 
ftraightly determined, it was to be imputed to their own 
deferts, and not to the wills of them. Neither ought 
fuch as are whole and found, to be moved at thechaftife- 
mentof others, forafmuch as it pertained not only to the 
' wiping out of the foul blot which now flicked on the 
univerfity, but alfo to the health of many others which 
had taken much hurt by the infection of them. For 
their own parts, they more inclined unto mercy than ri- 
gour. Howbeit, confidering that fo great dilcafes could 
not by gentle medicines be healed, they were driven of 
neceflity to ufe ftronger. And yet if they would be con- 
tented to be brought again to their right minds, which 
thing theychiefly coveted, (forthey wifhed that all fhould 
amend and be led by wholefome counfel) and would yet 
at length wax weary of their errors, and inftead of them 
frequent again the ancient cuftoms of themfelves, and 
of their forefathers, they might boldly look for all kind 
of humanity and gentlenefs at their hands, in all this 
their bufinefs of reformation, which they had now 
entered and begun, requefting no more of the univerfity 
but to do as became them: which being performed, he 
promifed that their benevolence, neither in any public 
nor in any private perfon's cafe, fhould in any wife be 
behind hand. 

Thefe things being finifhed, they were brought in pro- 
ceflion to the King's-college, by all the graduates of the 
univerfity. In this place it was marked, that Nicholas 
Ormanet, commonly firnamed Datary, (who, although 
he was inferior in eftate unto Chefter, being a bifhop, 
yet was fuperior to them all in authority) while the 
.mafs was celebrating, fometimes ftanding, anon fitting, 
and afterwards kneeling on his knees, obferved certain 
ceremonies, which afterward were required to be ob- 
ferved of all others. 



From thence they all attended upon the legates to St. 
Mary's church, which we declared before to have been 
interdicted. In which place, forafmuch as it was fuf. 
pended, 'although no trials' might be fung, yet there was 
a Termon made in open 'audience by Mr. Peacock in the 
Latin tongue, preaching. againft herefi / es..^ind heretics 
as Bilney, Cranmer, tatirtfer, Ridjey, Sc. Which 
beirig ended, they immediately p^ceededjio the vifi- 
tationi - where firft-Dr. Warvy, did, fh the cardinal's 
name, exhibit the commiflion to the bifhop of Chefter, 
with a few words in Latin. Which being accepted, and 
by Mafler Clerk openly read to the end, then the vice. 
chanceHor with an oration did exhibit ~th? certificate 
under his feal of office with the cardinal's citation an- 
nexed, containing every man's name in the univerfity 
and colleges, with the officers and all mafters of houfes. 
Among whom was alfo Robert BrafTey, mafler of 
King's-college, a worthy old man, both for his wifdom 
and his>oary hair«: who hearing tiis rftmc-fecited after 
the vice-chancellor's, faid, He was there^reJent'.a&all 
the others' were : nevertfielefs, forafmuch as the refor- 
mation of his houfe was wholly rcferved to the difcre- 
tion of the bifhop of Lincoln, not only by the king's 
letters patent, but alfo by grant of confirmation from 
the bifhop of Rome himfelf, under a penalty if. he 
fhould fuffer any ftrangcrs "to intermeddle, he openly 
protefted, in difcharge of his duty, that unlefs their 
commiflion gave them authority and jurifdiction upon 
the college, either by exprefs words, or manifeft fenfe, 
he utterly exempted himfelf from being prefent. 

This his exception they all took in great difpleafure; 
alledging that they were fully authorized for the order 
of the matter by the cardinal, out of whofe jurifdiction 
no place nor perfon was exempted : wherefore he had 
done evil to call into queftion their authority, fo well 
known to all men. 

After the formal folemnity of thefe things thus ac- 
complifhed, the commiflion being read, and the citation 
exhibited, all the mafters of houfes being openly cited, 
every man for a while departed home to his own houfe, 
with command to be at the common fehools at one 
o'clock the fame day. When the degrees of the uni- 
verfity, called regents and non-regents, were afiembled, 
they fpent the reft of the day in reading over the charters 
granted to the univerfity by kings and princes, in 
fearching out bulls and pardons from the pope, and in 
perufing other monuments pertaining to the univerfity. 

The next day, the 12th of January, they reforted to 
King's-college to make inquifition, either becaufe the 
fame for the worthinefs thereof was chief and fovereign 
of all the refidue, or elfe becaufe that that houfe efpe- 
cially had been accounted, time out of mind, never to 
be without an heretic or two (as they termed them). 
The order and manner how they would be entertained by 
every college, when they fhould come to make inquifition, 
they themfelves appointed, which was in this fort. 

They commanded the matter of every houfe, with 
the refidue, as well fellows as fcholars, apparelled in 
prieft-like garments (which they call habits), to meet 
them at the uttermoft gate of their houfe towards the 
town. The mafter himfelf to be drefTed in like apparel 
as the prieft when he drefieth himfelf to mafs, faving 
that he fhould put on his habit uppermoft, as the reft 
did. 

The order of their going they appointed to be in this 
wife: The matter of the houfe to go foremoft; next 
unto him every man in his order of degree, feniority, 
or of years. Before the mafter fhould be carried a 
crofs, and holy water to fprinkle the commiflioners 
withal, and then after that the faid commiflioners to 
be cenfed. And fo after this meeting, and mumbling 
a few devotions, with this pomp and folemnity they 
were to be brought to the chapel. 

Many thought they took more honour upon them 
than belonged to the ftate of man. Others (forafmuch 
as at that time they not only pretended the jurisdiction of 
the cardinal, but alfo represented the power and autho- 
rity of the bifhop of Rome himfelf, who was accounted 
to be more than a mortal man) faid, It was far lefs than 
of duty appertained to his holinefs, in that the honour 
rr that 
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t! , a t was done to his legates, was not done to them, but 
to his holinefs. . 

Now was the hour come, at which they appointed to 
meet: and being entered the King's-college gate, where 
rhev looked for the matters and fellows of the houfe, 
>"Arr no man came to meet them, they proceeded to 
the church door, where they ftaid. There perceiving 
T l0 vv the mafter and the reft of the houfe were drefling 
themfelves as faft as they could, in fuch order as was 
inpointed before, they came in fuddenly upon them, 
'before they had fet a foot out of their places. 

Then the mafter firft excufed himfelf, that he was 
ready no fooncr, acknowledging that it had been his 
duty to have been in readinefs. Secondly, he ("aid he 
was very glad of their coming, promifing firft in own 
name, and after in the name of all the reft, as much 
reverence as might be, in all matters concerning their 
common utility, which he doubted not but ftiould he 
B er(ormed at their hands, according to his expectation. 
But, like as he had done the other day in St. Mary's 
church, the fame exception he made to them now alfo ; 
for doing which he befought them not to be offended. 
Seeing he did it only for the difcharge of his duty, he 
had good caufe to be held excufed. 

He had fcarcely finiihed his tale, but the bifliop of 
Chcfter, with a frowning look, and an angry counte- 
nance, interrupted him in his talk; and faid, he need- 
ed not to repeat the things he had protefled before, nor 
they to make anfwer any more to thofe things wherein 
they had fufficiently informed him before. He feared 
that their quarrel was not good, that they made fuch 
ado about it, and fought fuch ftarting holes. So were 
difeafed perfons oftentimes wont to do, when, for the 
pp.in and grief, they arc not able to abide a ftrong me- 
dicine. As though that any man were able to grant fo 
ftrong a privilege, as to wichftand the pope's autho- 
rity. As for the pope's letters, he faid, they muft needs 
make on his fide, and with fuch as were with him, and 
could not in any wifc be alledged againft him. There- 
fore he admonifhed him to defift from his unprofitable 
altercation, and to conform himfelf, and his, to fuch 
things as then were in doing. 

After this they went to mafs: which finiftied, with 
great folcmnity, firft they went to the high altar of the 
church, and having there falutcd their God, and fearch- 
ing whether all were well about him or no, they walk- 
ecf through all the inner chapels of the church. The 
church goods, the croffes, the chalices, the mafs- 
books, the veftments, and whatfoevcr ornaments were 
befides, were commanded to be brought out unto them. 
When they had fufficiently viewed all things, and had 
called forth by name every fellow and fcholar of the 
houfe, they went to the matter's lodging, where firrt and 
forcmoft fwcaring them upon a book, to anfwer to all 
fuch interrogatories as fhould be expounded unto 
them (as far as they knew), they examined firft the 
matter himfelf, and afterward all the refiduc, every man 
in his turn. But there were fome that refufed to take 
this oath, becaufe they had given their faith to the col- 
lege before, and alfo becaufe they thought it againft all 
right and reafon to fwear againft themfelves : for it was 
contrary to all law, that a man fhould be compelled to 
bewray himfelf, and not be fuffered to keep his con- 
fcience free, when there is no manifefl proof to be laid 
to his charge ; but much more unjuft it is, that a man 
fhould be conftraincd by force to accufe himfelf. Ne- 
verthclefs, thefe perfons alfo, after fuch altercation, at 
length (conditionally, that their faith given before to 
the college were not impeached thereby) were content- 
ed to be fworn. , 

Three full days lafted the inquifition there. This 
was now the third day of their coming, and it was 
thought that the cafe of Martin Bucer and Phagius was 
delayed longer than needed: for they looked to have 
hnd much wrangling and bulincfs about the matter. 
Now forafmuch as the prefent ftate of the cafe required 
good deliberation and advice, the vice-chancellor and 
the matters of the colleges afTcmbled at the common 
fchools, where every man gave his verdict what he 
thought meet to be done in this matter of Buccr. Af- 



ter mnch debating, they agreed all together in this de- 

That forafmuch' as Martin Bucer, while he lived, 
had not only fowed pernicious and erroneous dodtrine 
among them, but alfo had himfelf been a fectary and fa- 
mous heretic, erring from the catholic church, and giv- 
ing ethers occafion to fall from the fame likewife ; a 
fupplication fhould be made to the lords commiffioners, 
in the name' of the whole univerfity, that his dead car- 
cafe might forthwith be digged up (for fo it was need- 
ful to be done) to the intent that inquifition might be 
made as touching his dodtrine, w hich being brought in 
examination, if it were not found to be good and uhol- 
fome, the law might proceed againft him : for it was 
againft the rule of the holy canons, that his body 
ftiould be buried in chriftian burial. Befides, that it: 
was to the open derogation of God's honour, and the 
violating of his holy laws, with the great peril of many 
men's fouls, and the offence of the faithful, efpecially 
in fo difficult and contagious a time as that was. So 
it was not to be fuffered, that they, who utterly dif- 
fented from all other men in the trade of their living, 
laws, and cuftoms, fiiould have any part with them in 
the honour of burial ; and therefore the glory of God, 
firft and before all things, ought to be defended, the 
infamy (which through this thing rifrth on them) with 
all fpeed pur away, no room at all left unto thofe per- 
fons to reft in, who even in the fame places where they 
lay, were injurious and noifome to the very elements ; 
but the place ought to be purged, and all things fo 
ordered as might be to the fatisfying the confeiences of 
the weak. 1 n executing whereof, fo notable an exam- 
ple ought to be given to all men, that no man hereafter 
fhould be fo bold to attempt the like. 

They gave the fame virdict by common conferic 
againft Phagius alfo. 

Unto this writing they annexed another, by which 
they lawfully authorifed Andrew Perne, the vice-chan- 
cellor, to be the common fadfor for the univerfity. 
He was a man fittcft for the purpofe, both for the of- 
fice that he bare, and alfo becaufe that by the teftimony 
of Mr. Chriftopherfon, he w as judged to be the moft ca- 
tholic of all others. This fupplication, confirmed by 
the confent of all the degrees of the univerfity, and 
figned with their common feal, the next day, which was 
the 13th day of January, the vice-chancellor put up to 
the commiffioners. 

Note here, good reader, what a feat of conveyance 
this was, to fuborn the univerfity under a colourable 
pretence, to defire this thing of them by way of peti- 
tion. As much as to fay, if they had not done fo, the 
other would never have gone about it of themfelves. 

But this glofs was foon found out. The commiflion- 
crs had given the vice-chancellor inftrudtions in writ- 
ing before. But now peradvenrure they thought by 
tli is means to remove the envy of this acl from them- 
felves. 

Thus the vice-chancellor came unto the commiffion- 
ers, according to the appointment made the thy be- 
fore, about feven of the clock in the morning. He 
had fcarce declared the caufe of his coming, Lut ihathe 
had not only obtained his fuir, but alfo even at the very- 
fame time received the fentence of condemnation, for 
taking up Buccr and Phagius, fair copied out by Orma- 
net thedatary. This was to be confirmed by the con- 
fent of the degrees of the univerfity. Whereupon a 
folemn convocation, called Congngatio Rrgenliiwi i'S non 
Regentium, for the fame purpofe was appointed to be 
at nine of the clock; where the graduates being aC- 
fcmbled together, the demand was propounded con- 
cerning the condemnation of Bucer and Phagius, and 
the grace afked, which was this : 

Pieafeth it you that Martin Bucer, for the herefies 
now recited, and many others by him written, preached 
and taught, wherein he died without repentance, and 
was buried in chriftian burial, may be exhumate and 
taken up again, &c. 

Immediately after this grace was granted, the fentence 
of condemnation being drawn by the da'ary, was openly 
read, and another grace afked, that the fame mitiht be 
6W " ' limned 
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ftgncd with the common feal. Which requeft was very 
cafily obtained; and it was no marvel. 
. For after the death of king Edward, when the realm 
was governed by queen Mary, all fuch perfons were 
driven away as had rejected the Romifli religion (in 
whom alone well nigh refted whatfoever wit and learn- 
ing was in the whole univerfity befides), and fuch a fort 
of men were put in their room, that all places now 
fwarmed with unlearned chaplains; to whom nothing 
was greater pleafure than to caufe all men to fpeak re- 
proachfully of Bucer. Divers were yet left among 
them to fpeak againft their demands: but they (be- 
eaufe it commonly cometh to pafs, that might over- 
comes right) could nothing avail. It is a common 
cuftom in all fuch matters and ordinances, that what 
the greater number decreeth is publifhed in the name 
of all: and that which the better part difalloweth 
fcemeth as if no man at all allowed it. 

The next day, being the 14th of January, all the vi- 
fitors (Mr. Chriftopherfon ouly excepted) came to the 
King's-collegc: and firft going into the church, there 
making their prayers at the greefings, they fo proceeded 
inio the ftalls, fitting all the mafs time, the company 
ftanding in their copes, and finging a folemn refpond 
in honour of thevifitors. After the refpond done, the 
provoft made to them his protection, uuto whom the 
bifhop of Chefter made anfwer in Latin, declaring that 
he could not perceive to what purpofe his protection 
was, notwithftanding they would accept it and bear 
with him. Then went they to mafs, which ended, the 
catholic vifitors approached up to the altar, and took 
down the facramcnr, and fearched the pyx, but firft 
the two bifhops cenfed the facrament. 

Then they went unto the veftry, and opened the 
chalices, corporas cafes, and chryfmatory, and viewed 
all thofe things : fo returning into the provoft's cham- 
ber, divided themfelves in examination of the provoft, 
vice-provoft, and the reft of the company. The fame 
day Dr. Bacon, matter of Gonvil-hall, invited the 
vice-chancellor, Dr. Young, Dr. Harvy, Swineborn, 
Maptide, with others, home to dinner. Thefe men 
immediately after dinner, caufed the common feal of 
the univerfity to be put to the aforefaid inftrumcnt of 
condemnation, as was determined the day before by 
the general confent of the graduates of the univerfity 
and afterwards they carried the fame to the commiffion- 
crs to their lodging : which when they had received 
and carefully perufed, it pleafcd them not in all points, 
and therefore they razed out fome things, fome they 
interlined, others they changed; fo that in fine, they 
were fain to take the pains to ingrofs it again. 

To the figning whereof a congregation was imme- 
diately called of all the graduates of the univerfity 
ajrainft the next day, which being read over, a new 
vtvxe again was alked and granted for fetting the feal. 
Then the graduates were difmified, and commanded to 
rcfort forthwith to Sr. Mary church, whither the 
commiflioriers alfo repaired. When they had taken 
their places, Dr. Heavy prefented to them, before the 
company, a new commiflion to make rnqueft upon 
herefy then newly fent from the cardinal, which was 
immediately read by Ormanet's clerk. This done, Dr. 
Perne, who was factor for the univerfity, exhibited to 
the commiflioners in the name of the univerfity, the 
fentence of the aforefaid condemnation. This con- 
demnation being openly read, Dr. Pernc defired to 
fend out procefs to cite Bucer and Phagius to appear, 
or any other that would take upon them to plead their 
caufe, and to ftand to the order of the court againft the 
next Monday : to the intent that when they had exhi- 
bited themfelves, the court might better determine 
what ought to be done to them by order of law. 

The commiflioners condefceneled to his requeft, and 
the next, day procefs went out to cite the offenders. 
This citation Vincent of Noally, their common nota- 
ry, having read it over before certain witnefics ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, caufed to be fixed up in 
places convenient, to wit, upon St. Mary's church 
door, the door of the common fchools, and the crofs in 
the market-place of the fame town. In this was lpe- 



cified, that whofoever would maintain Bucer and Pha. 
gius, or ftand in defence of their doctrine, fhould, at 
the eigth day of the fame month, ftand forth before 
the lords commiflioners in St. Mary's church, which 
was appointed the place of judgment, and there every 
man fhould be fufficiently heard what he could fay ; 
This commandment was fet out with many words. 

Shortly after the matter drew toward judgment. 
Therefore, the day before the limited day, which was 
the 17th of January, the vice-chancellor called to him 
to Peter-houfe (whereof he was mafter) Dr. Young 
Dr. Sedgwick, and with them Bullock, Taylor, Parker* 
Redman, Whitlock, Mitch, and certain others. Thefe 
—en caft their heads together how they might bear 
tnefs againft Bucer and Phagius, to convince them, 
of herefy: for feeing the matter was brought in open 
court, and becaufe it might fo come to pafs, that fome 
patrons of their caufe would come out, they thought it 
needful to have witnefies to depofe of their doclrine. 
What came of their confultation is Unknown. 

On the 1 8th day, the vice-chancellor going to the 
inquifitors, fitting at the King's-college, put them in 
remembrance, that that was the day on which, by their 
procefs, fent forth the 16th, they had commanded to 
appear in St. Mary's church, fuch as would take upon 
them to defend Bucer and Phagius by the law. He de- 
fired therefore that they would vouchfafe to fit there, 
if perchance any man would try to adventure of the 
law. They foon condefcended thereunto. When the 
vice-chancellor had brought them thither, he exhibited 
unto them the procefs of the citation which he had re- 
ceived of them to publifh a little before, faying that 
he had diligently executed whatfoever the contents of 
the fame required. After that they had taken their 
places, and no man putting forth himfelf to anfwer for 
the offenders, the judges called afide Dr. Young, Sedg^ 
wick, Bullock, Taylor, Maptide, Hunter, Parker, 
Redman, above-mentioned. Alfo Brown, Gogman, 
Rud, Johnfon, Mitch, Raven, and Carre, who had 
before written out the burial of Bucer, with a Angular 1 
commendation of him, and fent it to fir John Cheeky 
knight. Thefe men, taking firft their with upon a 
book, were commanded to bear witnefs againft the he- 
refies and doclrine of Bucer and Phagius. The tvren- 
ty-fecond day of the fame month was limited to this 
jury to bring in their verdict. 

In the mean while, Ormanet and Dr. Watfon abode 
at home in their lodging to take the depofuions of 
them, whom we (hewed you before to have been call- 
ed to Peter-houfe, and to have communicated with the 
vice-chancellor as concerning that matter, whofe depo- 
fuions (as I told you) never came to light. The bifhop 
of Chefter, and Dr. Cole this day vifited them of Ca- 
therine-hall, where, as far as could be learned, nothing 
was done worthy of rehearfaf. 

As Ormanet, the pope's datary, was fitting at Tri- 
nity-college, John Dale, of Queen's -college, came to 
him, whom he had commanded before to bring with 
him the pyx, wherein the bifhop of Rome's god of 
bread is wont to be enclofed. For Ormanet told them 
that he had a precious jewel ; the fame was a linen clout 
that the pope had confecrated with his own hands, 
which he promifed to beffow upon them for a gift. But 
Dale mifunderftanding Ormanet, inftead of the pyx 
brought the chalice and a finging cake, called the holt, 
which he had wrapped up and put in his bofom. When 
he was come, Ormanet demanded if he had brought 
him the thing he had fent for: to whom he anfwered, 
he had brought it. Then give it me (quoth he.) Dale 
pulled out the clialice and the finging cake. When 
Ormanet faw thar, he ftepped back a little, as it had 
been in a wonder, calling him blockhead, and little 
better than a mad-man, demanding what he meant by 
thefe things, faying, he defired him to bring him none 
of that ftuftj and that he was unworthy to enjoy 
high a benefit : yet, notwithftanding, as he had pro- 
mifed before to give it them, he would perform his 
promifc. Whereupon, with great reverence and ce- 
remony, he pulled out the linen cloth and laid it in the 
chalice, and the bread with it, commanding them both 
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for the holinefs of the tiling, and :i!('o for the author of 
; t to keep it among them with much due reverence 
« belonged to fo holy a relic. 

About the fame time the commiffioners had com- 
manded the matters of the colleges, that every man 
ftould put in writing what hooks he had, with the au- 
thors' names. And to the intent that every man fhould 
execute it without deceit, they took an oath of them. 
This command fome executed exactly and diligently s 
others, forafmuch as they deemed it wrongfully, exe- 
cuted it flack enough. 

We mentioned before, that the eighteenth day was 
limited fot the day of judgment. When the day came, 
and that neither Bucer nor Phagius would appear at 
their call in the court, nor that any put forth himfelf to 
defend them* yet the courteous commiffioners would 
not proceed to judgment; which neverthelefs for their 
contumacy in abfenting themfelves, they might have 
done, confidering how that day was peremptory. But 
thefc men, being bent altogether to equity and mercy, 
had rather fhew fome favour, than to do the uttcrmoft 
they might by the law^ Whereupon, Vincent pub- 
lifhcd the fecond procefs, and fet it up in the fame 
places, as before. The meaning thereof varied not 
much from the firft, but that it put off the judgment- 
day upon the 26th of the fame month. Upon which 
day the vice-chancellor was fent for to their lodging, 
with whom they agreed concerning the order of pub- 
lifning the fentence. And becaufe there fhould want . 
no folemnity in the matter, they commanded him far- 
ther to warn the mayor of the town to be there at the 
day appointed with all his burgeffes, which the vice- 
chancellor did fpeed with all readinefs. 

This day (as I faid) was the 26th of January, which 
being ,come, firft all degrees of the mother univerfity 
were affembled. And to fill up this pageant, there 
came alfo to the mayor and his townfmen, and all met 
together in St. Mary's church, to behold what there 
ihould be determined upon thefe men. After long at- 
tendance, at length the commiffioners camecforth, and 
went up to a fcaffold that was fomewhat higher than 
the refidue, prepared for the fame purpofe. When 
they had taken their places, Dr. Perne, the vice-chan- 
cellor, the player of this interlude, fafhioning his 
countenance with great gravity, reached to them the 
procefs that was lately publifhed td cite them, faying 
thefe words : I bring forth again to you, right reve- 
rend father and commiffioners of the moft reverend 
my lord cardinal Poole, this citation executed accord- 
ing to the purport and effect of the fame : omitting 
nothing for his part that might make to the commen- 
dation of this matter. 

When he had thus finifhed his tale, the bifhop of 
Chefter, having viewed the people a little, began as 
follows. 

The Oration of 'Dr. Scot, Bifhop of Chefter, before the 
Condemnation ofBucER and Phagius. 

YOU fee how fore the univerfity preffeth upon us, 
how earneft inrerceffion it maketh upon us, not 
only to denounce Bucer and Phagius, which thefe cer- 
tain years pad have fpread moft pernicious doctrine 
among you, to be heretics, as they be indeed, but alfb 
that we will command their dead carcafes, which unto 
this day have obtained honourable burial among you, 
to be digged up, and as it is excellently ordained by 
the canon law, to be caft into fire, or whatfoever is 
more grievous than fire, if any can be : for the de- 
grees of the univerfity deal not flightly nor flackly with 
us in this cafe, but do fo prefs upon us, and follow the 
fuit fo. earneftly, that they fcarce give us any refpite of 
delay. And I affure you, tho' this cafe of itfelf be fuch, 
as that even the unworthinefs of thofe perfons, though 
there were no further caufe, ought to induce us to the 
doing thereof, much the rather moved with thefe fo 
wholefome petitions; it is meet and convenient we 
ftould grant it. For howfoever we of ourfelves are in- 
clined to mercy in our hearts, (than which we proteft 
there is nothing under the fun to us more dear and 



•prable) yet notwiihflinding the vciy law 
to revenge, fo that the common fa! vat ion or you all, 
which the law provided for, mutt he preferred before 
the private charity of our minds. Neither ought any 
fuch negligence to overtake, us for our parts, that we; 
being fcarce cfcaped out of the fhipwreck of our for- 
mer calamity, fhould now fuffer this inexpiable mif- 
chief todifquiet any logger the confeiences of the weak; 

Moreover, it is but reafon that we fhould do fome- 
what at fo earneft an inlreaty and fuit of the univerfity. 
I need not to fpeak much of ourfelves : for if we had 
been deftrous to' enterprise this matter, it had been 
lawful, after the firft citation, to have proceeded tc* 
judgment; but becaufe we were willing that their de- 
fenders fhould be heard, and that the matter fhould be 
denounced and tried by law, vvc fent out the fecond 
procefs. 

If we had defircd revenge, we might have fhewed 
cruelty upon them that are alive : of which (alas, the 
more pity) there are too many that embrace this doc- 
trine. If we thirfted for blood, it was not to be 
fought in withered carcafes and dry bones. . Therefore 
you may well perceive, it was no part of our wills that 
We now came hither ; but partly induced at the intreaty, 
of the univerfity, partly moved with the unworthincis 
of the cafe itfelf ; but efpecially for the care and regard 
we have of your health and falvation, which we covet 
by all means to prefcrve. 

Por you yourfclves are the canfe of this bufinefs:. 
you gave occafion for this confeffion, among whom 
this day ought to be a notable example, to reriiain as a 
memorial to them that fhall come after, as in that 
which you may learn not only to fhake off the filth, 
which you have taken of thefe perfons; but alfo to be- 
ware hereafter that you fall no more fo fhamefully as 
you have done. But I truft, God will defend you, and 
give you "minds to keep yourfclves from it. 

As concerning the parties themfelves, whofe cafe 
now hangeth in Jaw, they bear about the name of the 
gofpel, whereas indeed they wrought nothing elfe but 
thievery and deceit. And fo much the more wicked 
were they, as they fought to cover fuch fhameful acts 
with the cloak of fo fair and holy a name. Wherefore 
it is not to be doubted, but that God will punifh this 
defpite, of itfelf wicked, to you pernicious, but to 
the authors thereof fhameful and abominable. 

But if God, as he is flow to wrath and vengeance, 
will wink at it for a time, yet notwithstanding if we, 
upon whom the charge of the , Lord's flock leapeth, 
fhould permit fuch execrable crimes to efcape urrpu- 
nifhed, we fhould not live in quiet one hour. 

When he had thus fpoken, he recited the fentence 
out of a fcroll, and condemned Bucer and Phagius of 
herefy; the form and tenor of which fentence, ho* 
rendered into Englifh, is as follows : . 



WE Cuthbert, by the grace of God and the apof- 
tolic fee, bifhop of Chefier, Nicholas Orma- 
nct, archbifhop of Verone, within the diocefe afbre- 
faid, auditor of the reverend lord Cardinal and legate-s 
Thomas Watfon, dean of Durham ; and Henry Cole, 
provoft of Eton-college, vjfitors to the univerfity and 
town of Cambridge, within the diocefe of Ely, alfo to 
all perfons dwelling in the faid town and places adja- 
cent, for certain motions, caufes and reafons thereunto 
moving, wc are to inquire, and as we think fir, proceed 
againft thofe who have run into vile herefies, and con- 
demn their memory ; we are impowered by letters from 
the moft iliu'ftrioua and reverend father in Chrifr, Re- 
ginald Poole, cardinal and pjieft of t\\z moft holy 
Roman church, k : ';\>..: cle Latere fiom our u, oft holy 
lord the pooe, and the apcfrolic fee, to the moft fe- 
renc Philip' .-.t;d Mary, king and queen of England, 
an:l to the' whole kingdom, to -depute commiffioners or 
<k-!.\" ices, fufiicicntly instructed in the knowledge of 
our Lord jefus Chrift, and having ihe fear of God before 
their eyes" to conftuutc a court, and by this. -our defini- 
tive 
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nf old li ine and dying in this town, whom we here 

of the fupjerof our Lord celebrated and I read by the 
RomaV priefts, in which, among others, the WickhfH- 



what our holy mother tne cnurcn p.— — - -~ 

« That the church may err in faith and worfmp. 
This he particularly defended in the public auern- 
blies, and there maintained and determmed 't to be 
true and many others, as well by John Wickliffe, Mar- 
tin Luther, and other chief heretics invented, and con 
demned by the church, efpecially that, 
. « That all things were governed by fate and an abfo- 
lute neceffity." . 
As by himfelf firft broached, believing and following 

books and cawing them to be printed, and publiftiing 
them benTg printed, and in reading thefe vmt.ngs pub- 
rclT, and defending them in public d.fputauons as 
alfo by an obftinate living . and dying m th, manner, 
not only as a notorious heretic, but as a founder of he- 

^A'lfo Paulus Phagius, who among other things 
which favour of hcrefy, fcattered up and down in h lS 
wr iings, printed and commonly read, not only ap- 
proves but gives the higheft cncom.ums to the impi- 
ous memory of John Oecolampadius, the aforefa.d 
M^rdn Bucer, Philip Melanfthon, John Brent, and 
S doftrincs ; which manifeftly fhews, he not only 
favoured heretics, but affented, believed, and approved 
their falfe principles, and endeavoured to induce other* 
0 believe and approve the fame: thus he lived a com- 
mon notorious heretic, and died impenitent. There- 
fore we pronounce the faid Martin . Bucer and Paulus 
Ptagius Excommunicated and anathematized, as wel 
by tie common law as by letters of procefs; and that 
the r memory be condemned we alfo condemn their 
bodies and bones (which in that moft wicked time of 
fchifm, and other :herefies fiourilhing .n this kingdom 
»ere rafhlv buried in holy ground to be dug up, and 
fff™mtCbSdie.««>aboS« of the faithful, accord- 
ing to the holy, canons; and we command that they and 
thfir writings, if any be there found, be publicly burnt; 
and «"S ft all perfons whatfoever of this univer- 
fi"J town or places adjacent, who flail read or conceal 
their heretical books, as well by the common law as by 

^£rX°ferrt^ read, the bilhop commanded 
their bodies to be digged out of their graves, and be.ng 
deeded from holy orders, delivered them into the 
Sands of the fecular power: for it was not lawful for 
fuch innocent perfons as they were, abhorring all 
bloodfned! and detefting all defire of murder, to put 
any man to death. 

the Eftoft »/ Dr. PER gJ^|R m ° n agai " fi MARTIN 

BESIDES this oration and fentence of Dr. Scot 
came in alfo Dr. Perne, vice-chancellpr, with 
his ferm^n tending to the fame effctf, to the depraving 
of Mr. Bucer, taking for his theme the place of_ the 
.f 3 3d Pfalm, "Behold how good and pleafant a thing 
it is," &c. 



. Where beginning firft with ' the commendation of 
concord, . and .of the mutual knitting together of the 
minds, he alledged, that it was not poflible to hold to- 
gether, urilefs the concord were derived out of the 
head, which he made to be the bilhop of Rome, and 
that it alfo retted in the fame. 

After he had made a long proteftation- hereof, he 
paffed forth to Bucer, upon whom he made a flmmcful 
railing, faying, that his doclrinc gave occafion of di- 
vifion in the common-wealth, and that there was not 
fo grievous a mifchicf as that which by his means had 
been brought info the realm. 

Although all men might perceive by the books he 
had compiled, what manner of doclriine it was; yet 
notwithftanding (he faid) he knew it more perfectly 
himfelf than any did, and that he had learned it apart 
the author's hand himfelf. 

For at fuch time as they had communication fecretly 
among. themfelves, Bucer (faid he) would oftentimes 
wifli he might be called by fome other name, than by 
the name he had ; for this purpofe, as though knowing 
himfelf guilty of fo grievous a crime, he might by 
this means efcape unknown to the. world, and avoid 
the talk that went among men of him. 

Moreover, among other things, he told how Bucer 
held opinion (which thing he fhould confefs to him. 
felf) that God was the author and wcll-fpring, not 



felt) that Uod was tne auinor aim wi.n-iprmg, not 
only of good, but alfo of evil; and that whatfoevcr was 
of that fort flowed from him, as from the head-fpr'mg 
and maker thereof. Which dodtrine he held to be fin- 
cere; howbeit, for offending divers men's confidences, 
he durft not put it into men's heads. 

Many other things he patched together of like pur- 
port and effedt, as of the fuprcmacy of the bilhop of 
Rome, of the marriage of priefts, of divorcements and 
fhameful ufuryalfo, as though he had deemed the fame 
lawful to be ufed among chriftian people, with divers 
others of the like fort. , 

In all which his allegations, confidcring how lewd- 
ly, without.. all fhame, he lied upon Bucer, (as hit 
writings evidently declare) he did not fo much hurt his 
name with railing upon him, as win unto .himfelf an 
inexpiable infamy, by forging fuch fhameful lies upon 
fo worthy a man. 

But. what need of witnefs to prove him a liar? hie 
own confidence fhall make as much againft him as a 
number of men. '■ . 

It was reported for a truth, and teltified by his own 
familiar friends,, that the faid Dr. Feme himfelf, either 
immediately after his fermon, or elfe fomewhat before 
he went to it, ;ftriking himfelf on the breaft, and in 
manner weeping, wiflicd at home in his own houfe, 
with all his heart, that God ' would grant hts foul might 
even then prefently depart and remain with Buccr's. 
He knew well enough that his life was fuch, that it 
any man's foul was worthy of heaven, he thought his 
efpecially to be rhoft worthy. ' 

While he. was thus talking to the peopk, 

mean time the leaves of the church doors were covered 
over withverfes, in which the young men, to ftiew 
their folly, who. fenrce knew him by fight, blazed bu- 
cer's name with moft reproachful poetry. _ 
Thefe things being difpatched, Dr. Pei ne (as though 
he hadfped his matter marvel loully well ) was for his 
labour, of courtefy bidden to dinner to Tnnity-co - 
le<*e by the commiffioners. Where, after the table 
was taken up, they cau fed the fontence of condemna- 
tion to be copied out with all fpeed : which being 
firmed with the bilhop of Chefter's fcal, the next day 
following was for a triumph Tent to London, with di- 
vers of thofe vcrfes and fianderous libels. . 

Befides this, they fent alfo their own letters, wherein 
they both advertifed the crJiinil how far they had prc- 
l ceeded in that matter, and alfo defired his grace, that 
he would caufe to be fent out of hand to Smith, rrnyor 
of the town, the commandment, commonly caKed . 
writ, for the burning of heretics. Unlcfs he hid the 
queen's warrant to line him harmlefs. he wo 
have to do in the matter : and that which rem 
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be done in that cafe, could not be difpatched till that 
warrant came. _ 

While this purfuiyant went on his journey, they or- 
dered to be brought tinto them the books that they com- 
manded before to be fearched out. For they deter- 
mined to throw them into the fire with Bucer and 

^About the fame time Dr. Watfon taking occafion 
upon the day, becaufe it was a high feafi, in which was 
wont to be celebrated the memorial of the purification 
of the bleffed virgin, made a ferrhon to the people upon 
that pfalm, " We have received thy mercy, O Lord, in 
theiri'idft of thy temple," &c. In which fermon he 
i'pake much reproach of Bucer and Phagius, and of their 

'^He'faid, that thefe men, and all the heretics of our 
time that were of the fame opinion, (which for the mod 
part, hefaid, were budded out of Germany) among other 
things which they had pernicioufly put into men's 
heads, taught to caft away all ceremonies. Whereas, 
notwithftanding, the apoftle himfelf commanded all 
things to be done in due order. 

And upon that deed of the bleffed virgin and Jofeph, 
which was done by them as upon that day, it was mani- 
feftly apparent, that they with our Saviour, being then 
a little babe, obferved thefe rites and ceremonies for 
catholic men to teach. For he faid, that they came to 
the temple the fame time with wax candles in their 
hands, after the manner of proceffion (as "they term it) 
in good order with much reverence and devotion, and 
yet we were not afhamed to laugh and mock at thefe 
things with the heretics and fchifmatics. 

As he was fpeaking of Chrift, Mary, and Jofeph, one 
of them that heard him, a pleafant and merry-conceited 
fellow, turning himfelf to him that flood next him, And 
if it be true, faid he, that this man preacheth, which of 
them I pray you (if a man might afk him a queflion) bare 
the crofs before them? for that might not be miffing in 
fuch folemn ceremonies. Not only this manjeftcd at, 
the preacher's folly,, but divers others alfo laughed at his 
manifeft unlhamefacednefs, in preaching thefe fo vain 
and foolifh fuperftitions. 

While he was thus talking to his audience, John Chrif- 
topherfon, eleaed bifhop of Chichefter, being ftricken 
with a fudden ficknefs, fell down in a fwoon among the 
prefs; and came not to himfelf for a good while after: in 
the mean time babbling many things, as though he had 
been out of .his wits. Some thought it came upon this 
occafion, becaufe he had been greatly accufed before 
the commiffioners for mis-fpending and mifordering the 
goods of the college, and therefore was grieved with the 
matter, knowing that they had been offended with him, 
by reafpn Ormanet had cancelled before his face a lcafe 
of his, Dy.which he had let to form to his brother-in- 
law a certain manor of that college, becaufe the co- 
venants feemcd linreafonable. 

By this' time tti e purfuivant was returned again, who 
(as we faid before) was fent to London with the com- 
miffioners. letters, and brought with him a warrant for 
the burning of thefe men. 

Upon the receipt whereof, they appointed the fixth 
day of February! for the accompliftimenr of the matter; 
for it had been in hand a. great while already. 

Therefore when the faid day was come, the commif- 
fioners fent for the vice-chancellor, demanding of him 
in what cafe things flood, whether all things, were in a 
readinefs for the accompiiftiment of this bulinefs. Un- 
derftanding by him that all things were ready, they 
commanded the matter to 'be broached out of hand. 

The vice-chancellor therefore taking with him Mar- 
ftial the common notary, went full to St. Michael's 
church where Phagius was buried. Then he' called 
forth Andrew Smith, Henry Sawyer, and Henry Adams, 
men of the fame parifh, and bound them with an oath 
to dig up the bones of Phagius, and to bring them to 
the place of execution. Marlhal took their oaths, re- 
ceiving the like of Roger Smith and William Hafell, the 
town ferjeants, and of John Caper, warden of the lame 
church, for doing the like with Bucer. Smith, the mayor 
of the town, whofhoiild be their executioner, (for it was 



not lawful for thtm to intermeddle in cafes of blood) 
commanded certain of his townfmen to wait upon him 
in harnefs, by whom the dead bodies wete guarded : and 
being bound with ropes, and laid upon men's moulders 
(for they were inclofid in chefts, Bucer in the fame that 
he was buried, and Phagius in a new one), they were 
carried into the midft of the market-place, with a great 
train of people following them. 

This place was prepared before, and a great poft was 
fet fall in the ground to bind the carcafes to, and a 
great heap of wood was laid ready to burn them 
withal. 

When they came thither, the chefls were fet up on 
end with the dead bodies in them, and fattened on both 
fides with flakes, and bound to the poft with a long 
iron chain, as if they had been alive. Fire being forth- 
with put to, as foon as it began to flame round about, 
a great many books that were condemned with them 
were caft into the fame. 

There was that day gathered into the town a great 
multitude of country lolks (for it was market-day), who 
feeing men borne to execution, and learning by inquiry 
that they were dead before, partly detefted and abhorred 
the extreme cruelty of the commiffioners toward the 
rotten carcafes, and partly laughed at their folly in 
making fuch preparations. hor what needeth any 
weapon, faid they? As though they were afraid that the 
dead bodies, which felt them nor, would do them fome 
harm. Or to what purpoie ferveth that chain where- 
with they are tied, fince they might be burnt loofe with- 
out peril? for it was not to be feared that they would 

Thus every body that flood by found fault with the 
cruelty of the deed, either fharply or elfc lightly, as 
every man's mind gave him. There were very few that 
liked their doing therein. 

In the mean time that they were a roafting in the fire, 
Dr. Watfon went into the pulpit in Sr. Mary's church, 
and there before his audience railed upon their doctrine, 
as wicked and erroneous, faying, that it was the ground 
of all the mifchief that had happened for a long time hi 
the common-wealth. For behold (faid he) as well the 
profperity as the adve'rfity of thefe years that enfued, 
and you fhall find that all things have chanced unluckily 
to them that have followed this new-found faith j as 
contrarily, all things, have happened fortunately' to 
them that have cfchewed it. What robbing and polling 
(quoth he) have we fecn in this realm, as long as relit 
gion was defaced with feds; the common treafure (ga- 
thered for the maintenance of the whole public weal) 
and the goods of the realm fhamefully fpent in waftefor 
the maintenance of a few people's lufts, all good order 
broken, all difcipline caftafide, holidays appointed to 
the folemnizing of ceremonies rieglefted ; and w hat is 
more, the places themfelvcs beaten down, flefh and 
other kind of prohibited fiiftehahce eaten every where 
upon days forbidden, w ithout; Temorfe of confeience, 
the priefts had in derifiori, the mafs railed upon, no 
honour done to the facramenrs of the church; all eflates 
and degrees given to fuch a licentious liberty, without 
check, that all things feemcd to draw* to their utter 
ruin and decay. 

And yet-in the mean time- the name of the gofpel 
was pretended, outwardly, as though that for it men 
ought of duty to give credit to their erroneous opinions ; 
whereas indeed there is nothing 1 more different, or more 
to the flander of God's word than the fame. For what 
other' thing taught they to remain in that molt bleffed 
and myftical facrament of the body of our Lord, than 
bare unleavened bread? And what elfe dothe remnant 
of them teach unto this day? Whereas Chrifl by exprefe 
words doth aflure it to be his very body.' How peril- 
ous a doclrine is cli.it which conccrneth the fatal and 
abfolute nccefiity of predeftinatibrt ? And yet they fet it 
out in fuch wife, that they have left no choice at all in 
things. As who fhould fay, it fkilled not what a man 
purpofed of any matter, fince he had not the power to 
determine otherwife than the matter ihouid come to 
• pafs. Which was the peculiar opinion of them, that 
made God the author of evil, bringing them through 
6 X .... tlTjs 
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Laft of all they fet forth certain ftatutes by which 
they would have the univerfity hereafter ordered 
Wherein they enacted many things, as concerning t f/' 
direction of their officers of the univerfity, of keen* 
ing and adminiftering the goods of the univerfity 
of many other things. But efpecially they bandit 
the matter very circumfpectly for religion. In which 
they were fo fcrupulous, that they replehifhed all thiri^ 
either with open blafphemy or with ridiculous fupefftT 
tion. For they prefcrlbed at how many mattes evert 
man fhould be day by day, and how mariv Piter Noner; 
add Aves every mdn fhould fay v*hen he mould enter 
into the church ; and in his entrance, after what fort he 
fhould bow himfelf to the altar, arid hdw to the tbafiZ 
nf thp t, n nt» v,„ a,„.,m j_ .1 j , J, f«er 



this perfuafion into fuch a carelefs fecurity of the ev£r- 
Iafting eternity, that in the mean feafon it made no 
matter cither toward falvation, or damnation, what a 
man did in this life. Thefc errors (which were not even 
among the heathen men) were defended by them with 
great ftoutnefs. 

Thefc and many other fuch things he flanderoufly 
and falfely allcdgcd agrtinft Bucer, whofe doctrine (in 
fuch fort as he himfelf taught it) cither he would not 
underftand, or elfe he was minded to (lander. Arid 
yet he was not ignorant, that Bucer taught none other 
things than the very fame whereunto both he and Scot, 
in the reign of king Edward the Sixth, had willingly 
affented, by fubferibing thereto with their own hands. 
While he talked in this wife before the people, many of 
them that had written verfes before, did now fet up others, 
in which, like a fort of water frogs, they fpewed out their 
venomous malice againM Bucer and Phagius. This was 
the laft act of this interlude, and yet there remained a few 
things to be done, among which was the reconciling of 
two churches, of our Lady, and of St. Michael, which 
we declared before to have been interdicted. 

This was done the next day following by the aforefaid 
bifhop of Chefter, with as much ceremonial folemnity 
as the law required. But that breaden god, whom 
Bucer's carcafe had chafed from thence, was hot yet 
turned thither again : neither was it lawful for him to 
come there any more, unlefs he was brought thither with 
great folemnity: as 1 fuppofc, during all the time of 
his abfence, he was entertained by the commifiioners at 
Trinity-college, and there continued as a fojourner. 
For thilher came all the graduates of the univerfity, 
the 8th of February, out of gentlenefs and courtefy, to 
bring him home again; Amongft which number, the 
bifhop of Chefter ( worthy for his efiate to come neareft 
to him, becaufe he was a bifhop) took and carried him, 
clad in a long rochet, and a large tippet of farfenet 
about his neck, wherein he wrapped his idol alfo. Or- 
fnanet had given the fame a little before to the uni- 
verfity, for that and fuch like purpofes; 

When this idol fhouid return home, he went not out 
the ftraiteft and neareft way as other folks are wont to 
go, but he fetched a compafs about molt part of thd 
town, and roamed through fo many of the ftrects, that 
it was an hour or more before he could find the way into 
this church again. I believe the ancient Romans ob- 
ferveda cuftom not much unlike this in their proccflions 
when they made fupplications at the fhrincs of ail their 
gods. The order of which procefiion was this: the 
matters regents went before, finging with a loud voice, 
Salve fefta dies, &c. Next them followed the bifhop of 
Chefter, about him went Ormanct and his feilow-com- 
miitioncrs, with the matters of the colleges, bearing 
every man a long taper lighted in his hand. After whom, 
a little fpace off, followed other degrees of the univer- 
fity. Laftly came the mayor and his townfmen. Before 
them all went the beadles, crying to fuch as they met, 
that they fhould bow themfelves humbly before the 
hoft ; if any rcfufed fo to do, they threatened to fend 
them forthwith to the Tollbooth. Their god being led 
with this pomp, and pacified with great facrifked hofts 
of Bucer and Phagius, at length fettled himfelf again 
in his accuflomed room. 

Dr. Scot, bifhop of Chefter, prayed with many words, 
that that day might be lucky and fortunate to himfelf 
and to all that were prefent, and that from that day for- 
ward (now that God*s wrath was appealed, and all other 
things fet in good order) all men fhouid make themfelves 
conformable to pence and quietnefs, namely, in matters 
pertaining to religion. 

After this they beftowed a few days in punifhing and 
amercing fuch as they thought had deferved it. Some 
they fufpended from giving voices either to their own 
preferment, or to the preferment of any other. Some 
they forbade to have the charge of pupils, left they 
mould inlect the tender youth (being pliable to take 
what print foever fhould be laid upon them) with cor- 
rupt doctrine and herefyj others they chuftifed wrong- 
fully without any defert; and many a one they punilhcS, 
contrary to ail right and reafon. 



of the houfe, what he fhould do there, and how 



long 



he fhould tarry, how many, and what prayers he fhould 
fay, what, arid how he fhduld fing, what Meditations 
others fhould ufe while the prieft is in his memento 
mumbling ftcretly to himfelf, what time Of the mafs I 
man fhould ftand, and when he fhould fit down, wheii 
he fhouid make courtefy, when exclufivelyj when in 
clufively, and many other fuperftitiotis toys they de- 
creed, that it was a fpdtt then to behold their f u p er _ 
ftitiofls, and were tedious now to recite therri. 

Moreover thefe fhaflefs Of gbod Order* for fafhion's 
fake, ordained that every hiari fhould put on a furpficc 
not torn nor wOrn, but ciean; forbidding therh in any' 
Wife to Wipe their riofes thereon". 

Thefc things thus fet at a flay, when the cdmfniffioher<- 
were now ready to go their ways, the. tinivetfity for fuch 
great benefits (which we fhould not fbffer to fall otlt of 
remembrance many years after) coveting td fhew fome 
token of courtefy towards them again, dignified drrha- 
rlet and Cole with the degree of doctotfHip; for all the 
reft, faying Chriftdpherfon, who now, by reafon he was 1 
elected bifhop, prevented that degree,, had received that 
order before. Thus at length we're ftht away thefe 
peace-fH4kers, that rame to pacify Itrifcs and quarrels- 
who, through provoking every niari td accufe one ano-^ 
ther, left fucll gaps and breaches in men's hearts at their 
departure, that for years after they could never be clofed 
nor joined together again. 

1 heft ebmrhinioners, before they departed out of the 
univeriityj commanded, that the matters of every hodfe 
fhould copy otlt their ftatutes, which befides commort 
dl-dinatlces, c6ritaihed in them certain rules of private 
order for every hoiife particularly. Swihborn ( Who as 
I faid was mafterof Clare-hall; being demanded whether 
he would hdve thofe things ihgroffed in parcHrnertt or in 
paper, anfwered, That it made ho matter in what they 
Were written: for the papfer, or {lighter thing that were 
of ldfs cdrttinuance than paper, wduld fetve the turn 
well enough: for he faid, a (Tenderer thirig than that 
would laft a great deal longer than thofe decrees Would 
ftarid In force. Neither was the mart deceived in his 
conjecture: for within two years after, God beholding 
us With mercy, called queer! Miry out of this Hie the 
S^th of November, 1558, after Whom her fifter EliZa-^ 
beth fuceeedlrig in the kingdom, railed to life again the 
true religion. Whereupon, as the church Of Chrift 
began by little arid I'ittle to ffourtfti, fo the memory of 
Bticer and Phagius (although their bones were -burnt by 
cardinal Poole) Was reftored again by the godly queen 
Elizabeth, who gave then in commifiion to Matthew 
Parker, then archbifhop of Canterbury, to Edmund 
Grihdal, then bifhop of Ldndort, to Mr. WAltef Had- 1 
don, and others : for the performance of Which eommif- 
fion, the fdid reverend bifhops addrelTed their letters to 
the vice-chancellor, &c. 

The Otation S/Mr. Ackworth, Oratdr of /be- Univer- 
fity, at the ReftitUtiort of Martin Bucer and Pau* 
lus Phagius. 

I Am in doubt, whether I may treat of the praife and 
commendation of fo great a clerk (for the celebrating 
whereof, this aflcmbly and eOnoourfe of your's is made 
this day), or of the vices and calamities, out of which 
we be newly delivered, or of them both, confitiering 
the one cannot be mentioned ivithout the other- 
In 
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In which time's you fc!r fo much' aripfcifli arid forrow, 
rny right dear brethren that if I frfotrFd repeat triers*, 
arid bring tficm to remembrance again, I fear I mould 
not fd rrriicb work a! ju'ft hatred iii ustowards- th'em, for 
the injuries received in them, a's- renew our old forrow 
and heaviriefs. Again-, rwii muff needs account me 
unadvifed arid fodlilh in my dbifig, if I fhoirfd think 
riryftff able to make Him who hath lived before our 
eyes in praife and efffrha'tio'ri, rMrti farridtis and' notable 
by my oration, which he' by h'is frvirig and conversion 
hath oftentimes polifhed. But the Wickedrfefs of the 
times, which efrdea'votir'ed to Wipe clean out of remem- 
brance of men, the frame that was fo famous arid re- 
nowned in every man's riiotfth, did much profit him'. 
Irifomuc'h, that both hi his life-tirne all things redounded 
to his- CdrftirtUal renown, arid efpeciafly afier his deceafe, 
nothing could be devrfed more Fionourable, than with 
fo folerriff furniture arid cerefnorfi£s, to have gone about 
td have hurt the memory of filch a worthy rnarf, and yet 
could Hot bring td pafs the thing that wafs fa fore co- 
veted; but rather brought that thing to pafs, Which was 
Chiefly fought to be avoided. For the cfefire that rri'eri 
have of the dead hath ptlrchafed to marry men everraft- 
ing fame, and hath riot taken- aWay immortality, but 
arrtplified arid increafed the fame. By means thereof 
if cometh fo pafs, that he that will treat of thefe things 
that pertain to the praife of Btfccr after bis death, ca'rt- 
hot chine but fpeak of the efabbednefs of the times patT, 
upon which rifeth a great iricreafe and augmentation of 
his pfaife. But His life fo exCeflerttly fet forth,, riot only 
by the writings df the clerks, Cfiecke and Carre, arid 
by the HVely voice" of the tight famous Dr. Haddort, 
uttered in this ptlace to the great admiration of all" the 
hearers, when his body mould be laid into his grave to 
be burled; and after his burial, by the godfy arid moft 
holy preachings of the fight reVeferfd father i/1 Crfrift 
the archbifhop of Canterbury, that now is Dr. Redrhart, 
Which for thd Worthinefs arid excellency of them, ought 
to flick longer in our minds tlriwfif fert, thart marry things 
that are penttedand put ih print; but alfo by the great 
aflefnblyof all the degrees of the univeffify the Tame 
day, ih bringing him td his gfave, arid the next day 
after by the induftryof every fnari that was indued with 
any knowledge in the 1 Greek or Latin tongues; of which 
there was no marl but fet up forne verfes, as wttrtefs of 
his'juft arid unfeigned forfdw, upon the walls of the 
ehrifch ; that neither at that time any rcverentce or duty 
which is due fd the dead departing out of this fife, was 
then over-flipped, or now remaloeth undone, that may 
fterri td pertain either td the celebrating of the memo- 
rial df fo holy and famous a perfon, or td the Cdnfe- 
crating Of him to Cverlaftirtg memory. 

We at thaf time faW with ditt eyes this trniverfity 
flourimirig by his inflitutiorts, the love of fiftcCfe reli- 
gion riot drily irigeridefed, but alfo confirmed arid 
ftrettgthened through his continual arid dally preaching. 
Ihfomuch, that at fuch time as he was fuddenly taken 
irdrri us, there was fearce any man that for forrow could 
firid ill his heart to beat With the pfefcrit Mate of this life, 
bur that either he wiflied With all His heaft td depttrt dirt 
df this life With Bucer iritd another, arid by dyirig to fol- 
low him into immortality ; or elfe endeavoured himfelf 
with weeping arid fighirig td call him agairi, btlrtg dif- 
patched df all troubles, info the prifon of this body, 
out of Which he is effc'aped, left' he fhdUld leave us as it 
Were ftariding in battle without a Captairi, arid he hirti- 
ftlf as one cafhiered, depart with his wages, or as one 
difcharged dut df the camp, withdraw himfelf to the 
tvtrlafting quietrtefs arid tranc>UiHify of the foul. There- 
fore all tfieri evidently declared at that time, both how 
fdre they triok his death fd heart, and alfo how hardly 
they cduld away with the lols df fuch a man. As long 
As the ardent love of his religion (wherewith we were 
inflamed} floufilhed, if wrought in our hearts an incre- 
dible defire of his prefenee among Us. But after the 
fiftie that the gddly mart ceafed td be any more ill our 
light, Shd iir our eyes, that ardent arid burning ldve df 
religion, by little arid little, waxed cold in dur minds ; 
and according td the times that came after (which were 
both miferable, and fd dUf utter undoing), it began riot 



by little a-nd lirtle fo be darkened, but it altogether va- 
nifhed away, arid turned' iritd nothing. For We fell 
again into the trouhlefomenefs of the "popim cfodlrine ; 
fHe did rites and cuftoms of rhe Romifh church- were 
reftorrf agairr, riot to the' adbrriing and beautifying of 
the cfirift'ian religion (as they furmi'fed), but to the'utfer 
defafcirig, violating, a'nd defiling of the (lime. Deatn. 
i was fef before the eyes of fuch as perfeverecf iri the' chris- 
tian doflrine that they had learned before. They were 
b.Tniflied the rearm that wdulc? riot applv themfel'ves to 
the' times, and do as dfher meri did': fuch as remained 
Were forced either td cfifiemble, or to' hide themfelves, 
arid creep into cdrners, dr elfe as it were by drinking df 
the charme'd crip of Cicero, to be turned arrj altered, ndt 
only from tfie nature of man into the nature of brcrte 
beafrs, bur (what is far worfe arrd more mohrtrous) from, 
the fifcenefs- of God and 1 his arigels, into the likenefs of 
devils. Arid 1 all England Wasrinfecled With this malady. 
But 1 would to GorJ the corruption of thofe times, which 
overwhelmed all the whole realm, had not at lead Wife 
yet pierced every part and member thereof. Of whicfi 
there was riot olie; but ( that befide's the grief that it felt 
wifh-thefefidueoftlVe Erody, by rearfon fof the fickriefsand 
contagidri fprearf into the whofe) had fomc forro w and 
calamity peculiar by it fef f. And to omit the reft (of 
which to treat, this place is not appointed, nor the time 
requireth ought fo be fpokeri) this d welling place of the 
Mufcs (which we call the urifverfityj may be a fuflicient 
Witrteft what we may fridge of all the reft of the body. 
For certainly, my brethren', the thing is not to- be difTern- 
bled that cannot be hidden. We, applying ourfelveS rd 
rhofe nvoft filthy times', have molt ihamefully yielded, 
like faint-hearted cowards, who had not the ftdmachs to 
fuftain tdea'cfverfities of poverfy, banifliment, arid death. 
Which in our living arid converfatiorf kept neither the 
conffa'nry taught us by philofoptiy, nor yet the patience 
taught us by holy fcripture, which have done all things 
at the commandment at others. Arid therefore that 
which the poet, although iri ariother fenfe, hath aptly 
fpoken, may Well be thought to have been truly prophe- 
fied upon' us : 

The times and feafdris changed be : 
Arid Changed with the fame are we. 

Divers of them that were of a pure and fincere judg- 
ment as Concerning religion', being driven from hence 
and troubled, the reft that remained tailed and felt of 
the irihumahity of them :h whofe hands the authority of 
doing things here confifted; although to fay the truth, 
I have' ufed a gcntMr tcrrii than behoved. For is not 
to be acrotintej inhumanity, but rather immanity and 
beartly cruelty : who When they had exerCifed all kind's 
of torments aridpumfhmerits upon the living, when they 
had cruelly takeri life from fuch as coriftamly perfevered ; 
from others riches, honours, arid all hope of promotion ; 
yet they could not be fo fafisfied, but that incenfcJ arid 
flirted With a greater fury, it began to outrage evert 
agfiinft the dead. Therefore whereas in every lingular 
place w as ex'efcifed a lingular kind of cruelty, infomuch 
that there Was no kind 6f cruelty that could be devifej, 
but if was put iri practice in one place or other, this 
was proper or peculiar fo Cambridge, to exercife the 
cruelty upon the dead, which in other places was ex- 
tended but to the living. Oxford burnt up the right 
reverend fathers, Crarimcr, Ridley, arid Latimer, the 
noble vvitnelfes of the clear light of the gofpcl. More- 
over, at London perifhed thefe two lanthorns of light; 
Rogers and Bradford: iri whom it is hard to fay, whe- 
ther there were more force of eloquence and utterance 
in preaching, or rrior'e holiriefs of life and convcrfatiorr. 
Many others, both here and in dfher places, Were con- 
fumed to alhes fof bearing record to the truth. For 
What City is thefe that hath not flamed, I fay riot with 
burning ofhoufesand buildings, but with burning of 
holy bodies? But Cambridge, after there were no more 
left alive, upon whom they might fpew out their bitter 
poifori, played the mad Bcdlarh againft the dead. The 
dead men, whofe living no rrian Was able to find fault 
with, whofe docTrine no rrian was able to repro\e, were 
b y 
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by falfe flanderous accufers indicted, contrary to the I 
laws of God and man, fued in the law, condemned, j 
the fepulchres violated and broken up, their carcafes 
pulled out and burnt with fire. A thing furely incre- 
dible, if we had not feen it with our eyes, and a thing 
that hath not lightly been heard of. But the heinouf- 
nefs of this wicked act was fpread abroad as a common 
talk in every man's mouth, and was blown and dif- 
perfed through all Chriftendom. 

Buccr, by the excellency of his wit and doctrine 
known to all men, of our countrymen in manner- craved, 
of many others intreated and fent for, to the end he 
might infiruct our Cambridge-men in the fincere doc- 
trine of the chridian religion, being fpent with age, and 
bis drcngth utterly decayed, forfook his own country, 
refufed not the tedioufnefs of that long journey, was not 
afraid to venture himfelf upon the fea, but had more 
regard of the dilating and amplifying of the church of 
Chrid, than of all other things. So in conclufion he 
came, every man received and welcomed him: after- 
ward he lived in fuch wife, as might appear he came 
not hither for his own fake, but for our's. For he fought 
not to drive away the ficknefs that he had taken by trou- 
blefome travel of his long journey : and albeit his drength 
were weakened, yet he regarded not the recovery of his 
health, but put himfelf to immoderate labour and in- 
tolerable pain, only to teach and indrudl us. And yet 
toward this fo noble and worthy a perfon, while he lived 
were fhewed all the tokens of humanity and gentlenefs, 
reverence and courtefy that could be ; but when he was 
dead, the mod horrible cruelty and fpite that might be 
imagined. For what can be fo commendable, as to 
grant unto the living houfc and abiding place, and to 
the dead burial? Or what is he that will find in his 
heart to give entertainment, and to cherifh that perfon 
in his houfe with all kinds of gentlenefs that he can 
devife, upon whom he could not vouchfafe to beftow 
burial when he is dead? Again, what an ihconfiftency is 
it, with great folemnity, and with much advancement 
and commendation of his virtues to bury a man honour- 
ably, and arion after to break up his tomb,, and pull him 
out fpitefully, and wrongfully to (lander him being dead, 
who during his life-time always defcryed praife ? All 
thefe things have happened unto Bucer, who whilft he 
lived had free accefs into the mod gorgeous buildings 
and (lately palaces of the greated princes: and when he 
was dead, could not be differed to enjoy fo much as his 
poor grave. Who being laid in the ground nobly to 
his eternal fame, was afterward fpitefully taken up and 
burned. Which things, although they did no harm to 
the dead, (for the dead carcafes feel not pain, neither 
doth the fame of godly perfons depend upon the report 
of vulgar people, and the light rumours of men, but upon 
the rightful cenfure and juft judgment of God) yet 
manifeft the extreme cruelty and infatiable defire of 
revenge in them which offer fuch utter wrong to the 
dead. Thefe perfons therefore whom they have pulled 
out of their graves and burned, I believe (if they had 
been alive) they would have caft out of houfe and home, 
they would have driven out of all men's company, and in 
the end with moft cruel torments have torn them in 
pieces, being neverthelefs aliens, being drangers, and 
being alfo fetched hither by us out of fuch a country, 
where they not only needed not to fear any punifhrnent, 
but on the contrary were always had in much reputation, 
as well among the noble and honourable, as alfo among 
the vulgar and common people. But ycc how much 
more gentle than thefe men wasbifhop Gardiner, other- 
wife an earned defender of the popilh doctrine? who 
againd his own countrymen, let pafs no cruelty whereby 
he might cxtinguifh with fire and fword the light of the 
gofpel : and yet he fpared foreigners, becaufe the right 
of them is fo holy, that there was never nation' fo barba- 
rous, that would violate the fame. For when he had in 
his power the renowned clerk Peter Martyr, then teach- 
ing at Oxford, he would not keep him to punifh him, 
but (as I have heard reported) when he fhould go his 
way, he gave him wherewith to bear his charges. So 
that the thing which he thought he might of right do to 
his countrymen, he judged unlawful to do to (trangers. 



And whom the law of God could not with-hold from 
the wicked murdering of his own countrymen, him did 
the law of man bridle from killing of (trangers, which 
hath ever appeafed all barbarous beaftlinefs, and miti- 
gated all cruelty. For it is a point of humanity for 
man and man to meet together, and one to come to 
another,, though they be ever fo far feparated and fcr 
afunder, both by fea and by land, without which acceis 
there can be no intercourfe of merchandife, there can be 
no conference of wits, which fird of all engendered 
learning, nor any commodity of fociety long to continue. 
To repulfe them that come to us, and to prohibit thetri 
our countries, is a point of inhumanity. Now to enter- 
tain them evil, that by our fufferance dwell among us, 
and have increafe of houlhold and houdiold-duff, is a 
point of wickednefs. Wherefore this cruelty hath far 
furmounted the cruelty of all others, which, tofatisfy the 
unfatiable greedinefs thereof, drew to execution not only 
ftrangers, brought hither at our intreaty and fending 
for, but even the withered and rotten carcafes digged out 
of their graves; to the intent that the unmeafureable 
third which could not be quenched with (hedding the 
blood of them that were alive, might at the lead be 
fatisfied in burning of dead men's bones. 

Thefe, my brethren, thefe, I fay, are the jud caufes 
which have fo fore provoked the wrath of God againft 
us 5 becaufe that in doing extreme injury to the dead we 
have been prone and ready ; but in putting the fame 
away we have been flow and flack. For verily 1 believe 
(if I may have liberty to fay freely what 1 think ye (hail 
bear with me, if I chance to cad forth any thing unad- 
vifedly in the heat and hady difcourfe of my oration) 
that even this place, in which we have fo oftentimes 
aflembled, being defiled with that new kind of wicked- 
nefs, fuch as man never heard of before, is a lett and 
hindrance unto us, when we call for the help of God, 
by means whereof our prayers are not accepted, which 
we make to appeafe the Godhead, and to win him to 
be favourable unto us again. 

The blood of Abel died by Cain, called and cried 
from the earth that fucked it up: likewife theundeferved 
burning of thefe bodies, calletb upon Almighty God to 
punifh us, and crieth, tbat not only the authors of fo 
great a wickednefs, but alfo the miniders thereof are 
impure, the. places .defilepl in which thefe things were 
perpetrated, the air infected which we take into our 
bodies, to the intent that by fundry difeafes and fick- 
nefles we may receive punifhrnent for fo execrable wick- 
ednefs. Look well about you (my, dear brethren), and 
confider >vith yourfelves the evils that ' are pad ; and ye 
fhall fee how they took their beginning at Bucer's death, 
following one on the neck of another even to this day. 
Fird and forcmod, when we were even in the chiefeft of 
our mourning, and fcarcely yet comforted of our forrow 
for his death, the fweating ficknefs lighted upon us, 
which pafled. fwiftly through all England, and as it 
were in hade difpatched an innumerable company of 
men. Secondly, the untimely death of our molt noble 
king Edward VI. (whofe, life in virtue furmounted the 
opinion of all men, and feemed worthy of immortality) 
happened contrary, to men's expectation in that age, in 
which, unlefs violence be ufed, few do die. The con- 
version of religion, or rather the everfion and turning 
thereof into popery: the incurfion. and domination of 
flrangers, under whofe yoke our necks were almoft fub- 
dued: the great cruelty of the bifhops againft the 
chridians, which executed that wickednefs, for making 
fatisfaction whereof we are gathered together this day- 
There are the things that enfued after his death but 
after his burning enfued yet more grievous things: 
namely, new kinds of plagues, and contagious difeafes, 
unknown to the very phyficians, whereby either every 
man's health was impaired, or elfe they were brought to 
their graves, or elfe very hardly recovered. Bloody 
battles without victory, whereof the profit redounded 
to the enemy, and to us the (laughter with great lofs. 
Which things do evidently declare, that God is turned 
from us, and angry with us, and that he giveth no ear to 
our prayers, and that he is not moved with our cries 
and fighs, but that he lookcth that this our. meeting and 
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aflembly in the following light: that forafmuch as we 
have violated their .corpfe, we fliould do them right 
again; fo that the memorial of thefe mod holy men 
may be commended unto pofterity unhurt and unde- 
famed. Wherefore amend yet at length (my bre- 
thren), which hitherto, by reafon of the variablenefs 
and unconftancy of the times, have been wavering 
and unftedfaft in your hearts; fhewyourfelves cheer- 
ful and forward in making fatisfaftion for the injury 
you have done to the dead, whom with fuch great 
wickednefs of late you injured and defiled; not cen- 
fing them with the perfumes of thofe odours and fpi- 
ces now worn out of ufe, and put to flight, but with a 
true and unfeigned repentance of the heart, and with 
prayer, to the intent that the heavenly Godhead, 
provoked by our doings to be our enemy^ may by our 
humble fubmiflion be intreated to be favourable and 
agreeable to all our other requefts. 

When Mr. Ackworth had made an end of his ora- 
tion, Mr. James Pilkington, the queen's reader of 
the divinity lecture, going into the pulpit, made a fer- 
manupon the 112th Pfalm, the beginning whereof is, 
" .Blefied is the man that feareth the Lord." 

Where intending to prove, that the remembrance of 
the juft man lhall not perifli, and that Bucer is blefled, 
and that the ungodly mail fret at the fight thereof, but 
yet that all their attempts lhall be to no purpofe, (to 
the intent that this faying may be verified, I will curfe 
your bleflings, and blefs your curlings) he took his be- 
ginning of his own perfonj That although he were 
both ready and willing to take that matter in hand, 
partly for the worthinel's of the matter itfelf, and efpe- 
cially for certain Angular -virtues of thofe perfons, for 
whom that congregation was called; notwithllanding, 
he faid, he was not fit to take that charge upon him. 

For it were more reafon, that he which before had 
done Bucer wrong, fliould now make him amends for. 
the difpleafure. As for his own part, he was fo far 
from working evil againft Bucer, either in word or 
deed; that for their Angular knowledge almoft in all 
kind of learning, he embraced both him and Phagius 
with all his heart: but yet he fomewhat more favoured 
Bucer, as with him he had more familiarity and ac- 
quaintance. In confideration whereof, although that 
it was fcarce convenient that he at that time fliould 
fpeak, yet he was contented, for friendship and cour- 
tefy's fake, not to fail them in their bufinefs. 

Having made this preface, he entered into the pith 
of the matter, wherein he blamed greatly the barba- 
rous cruelty of the court of Rome.fo fiercely extend- 
ed againft the dead. He faid, it was a more heinous 
matter than was to be borne with, to have (hewed 
fuch extreme cruelty to them that were alive; but for 
any man to mifbehave himfelf in fuch wife toward 
the dead, was fuch a thing as had not lightly been 
heard of: faving that he affirmed this cuftom of ex- 
communicating and curfing of dead bodies to have 
cotne.firft from Rome. For Evagrius reporteth in his 
writings, that Eutychius was of the fame opinion, in- 
duced by the example of Jofias, who flew the priefts 
of Baal, and burnt up the bones of them that were 
dead, even upon the altars. Whereas befarq. the 
time of Eutychius this kind of pumfhment was nearly 
unknown, neither afterward ufurped by any man 
(that he ever heard of) till 900 years after Chrift. In 
the latter times (which how much the further they 
were from the golden age of the apoftles, the more 
they were corrupted) this kind of cruelty began to 
creep further: for it is manifeftly known, that Stephen 
the Sixth, pope of Rome, digged up Formofus, his 
laft predeceflbr in that fee, and fpoiling him of his ap- 
parel (as they call it), firft cutting off and throwing 
his two fingers into the Tyber, with which, according 
, to their accuftomed manner, he was wont to blefs and 
confecrate. Which his. unfpeakable tyranny ufed 
againft Formofus, within fix years after Sergius the 
Third increafed alfo againft the lame Formofus : for, 
taking up his daad body, and fetting it in a pope's 
chair, he caufed his head to be ftruck off, his other 
three fingers to be cut from his hand, and his body to 
No. 48. 



be call into the river Tyber, abrogating and difan- 
nulling all his decree, which thing was never done by 
any man before that day. The caufe why fuch great 
cruelty was exercifed (by the report of Nauclerus) 
was this; becaufe that Formofus had been an adver- 
fary to Stephen and Sergius, when they fued to be 
made biihops. 

This kind of cruelty, unheard of before, the popes 
a while exercifed one againft another. But now, be- 
fore they had fufficiently felt the fmart thereof them- 
felves, they had turned the fame upon their, necks.. 
Wherefore it was to be wiflied, that feeing it began 
among them, it might have remained ftill with the 
authors thereof, and not have been fpread over thence 
unto us. But fuch is the nature of all evil, that it 
quickly paffeth into example, for others to do the like. 
For about the year of the Lord 1400, John Wick- 
liffe was in like manner digged up, and burnt to alli- 
es, and thrown into a brook that runneth by the town 
where he was buried. Jn the fame manner was ferved 
one William Tracy, of Gloucefter, a man of a wor- 
fliipful houfe, becaufe he had written in his laft will* 
that he mould be faved only by faith in Jefus Chrift, 
and that there needed, not the help of any man there- 
to, whether he were in heaven or on earth; therefore 
he bequeathed no legacy to that purpofe, as all other 
men were accuftomed to do. This, deed was done 
fince we may remember, about the twenty-fecond 
year of the reign of king Henry the Eighth, in the 
year of our Lord 1530. 

Now feeing they extended, fuch cruelty to the 
dead, he faid it was an eafy matter to conjecture what 
they would do to the living. Whereof we have had 
fuflicient trial by the examples of our own men, thefe 
few y ears paft. And if we would take the pains to 
perufe things done fomewhat longer ago, we might 
find notable matters out of our own chronicles. 
However, it was fuflicient for the manifeft demon- 
ftration of that matter, to declare the beaftly but- 
chery of the French king, executed upon the Wal- 
denfes at Cabrier, and the places thereabout, by his 
captain Miner, about the year of our Lord 1545, than 
which there was never thing read of more cruelly 
done, no not even of the barbarous pagans. And- 
yet for all that, when divers-had (hewed their utmoft 
cruelty both againft thefe and many others, they were 
fo far from their purpofe, in extinguishing the light 
of the gofpel, which they endeavoured to fupprefs, 
that it increafed daily more and more. Which thing. 
Charles the Fifth (than whom all Chriftendom had 
not a more prudent prince, nor the church of Chrift 
aforerenemy) eafily perceived; and therefore whew 
he had in his hand Luther dead, and Melanclhon 
and Pomeran with certain other preachers of the gof- 
pel alive, he not only determined not any thing ex- 
tremely againft them, nor violated their graves, but 
alfo intreating them gently, fent them away, not fo 
much as once forbidding them to publifh openly the 
doQrine that they profefied. For it is the nature of 
Chrift's church, that the more that tyrants fpurn 
againft it, the more it increafeth and-flouriflieth. A 
notable proof affuredly of the providence and plea- 
fure of God in fowing the gofpel, was that coming of 
the Bohemians unto us, to the- intent to hear Wick- 
liffe, of whom we fpoke before, who at that time read 
openly at Oxford; and alfo the going of our men to 
the faid Bohemians when perfecution was raifed 
againft us. But much more notable was it, what- we . 
have feen come to pafs in thefe our days; that the 
Spaniards, fent for into the realm on purpofe to fup- 
prefs the gofpel, as foon as they were returned home, 
repleniflied many parts of their country with the fame 
truth of religion to -which before they were enemies. 

By which examples it might- evidently be feen; that 
the princes. of this world labour in vain to overthrow 
it, confidering how the mercy of God hath fown it 
abroad, not only in thofe countries that we fpakerof, 
but alfo in France, Poland, Scotland, and almoft all 
the reft of Europe. For it is faid,. that fome parts of 
Italy (although it be under the pope's nofe) yet do of 
6 Y late 
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late incline to the knowledge of the heavenly truth; 
wherefore fufficient argument and proof might be 
taken by the fuccefs and increafe thereof, to make us 
believe that this doctrine is fent us from heaven, un- 
lets we will wilfully be blinded. And if there were 
any that defired to be perfuaded more at large in the 
matter, he might advifedly confidcr the voyages that 
the emperor and the pope, with both their powers to- 
gether, made jointly againft the Bohemians: in which 
the emperor met fuch an unworthy repulfe of fo fmall 
a handful of his enemies, that he never almoft in all 
his life took the like dilhonour in any place. Here- 
of alfo might be an efpecial example of the death of. 
Henry, king of France, who, on the day that he had 
'purpofed to perfecute Child's church, and to have 
burned certain of his guard, who were imprifoned 
for religion, at whole execution he had promifed to 
be prefent, in the midft of his triumph at Tournay, 
was wounded fo fore in the head with a fpear, by one 
of his own fubjecls, that he foon after died. 

In which behalf the dreadful judgments of God 
were no lefs approved in oar own countrymen. For 
one that was a notable' flaughter-man of Chrift?s 
faints, rotted alive, and before he died, fuch a rank 
Imcll fteamed from his body, that none of his friends 
were able to come to him, for fear of vomiting. Ano- 
ther, being in utter defpair of all health, howled out 
niiferably. The third ran out of his wits. Divers 
others, that were enemies to the church, perifhed 
niiferably in the end. All which things were certain 
tokens of the favour and defence of the Divine Ma- 
jelly towards his church, and of his wrath and ven- 
geance towards the tyrants. And forafmuch as he 
had made mention of the Bohemians, he faid it was 
a riibft apt example that was reported of their captain 
Zii'ca, who, when he fhould die, ordered his body to 
be flayed, and of his fkin to make a parchment to 
cover the head of a drum: for it fhould come to pafs, 
that when his enemies heard the found of it, they 
Ihould not be able to {land againft them. The like 
counfel (he faid) he himfelf now gave them as con- 
cerning Bucer: that like as the Bohemians did with 
the {kin of Zifca, the fame fhould they do with the 
arguments and doctrine of Bucer: for as foon as the 
papifts fhould hear the noife of hi'nij their gew-gaws 
would forthwith decay. For faving that they ufed 
vi6lence to fuch as withftood them, their doctrine 
contained nothing that might feem (having but mean 
underftanding in holy fcripture) to be grounded upon 
any reafon. As for thole things that were done by 
them, againft- fuch as could not play the mad-men as 
well as they, fome of them favoured of open force, 
and fome of ridiculous foolilhnefs. For "what was 
this firft of all? Was it not frivolous, that for the 
{'pace of three years together, rnafs fhould be fung in 
thofe places where Bucer and Phagius relied, in the 
Lord, without any offence? and as fooh as' they took 
it to be an offence, ftraightway to be an offence if any 
were heard there; or that it fhould not be as good 
then as it was before: as if that thenj upon a fudden, 
it had been a heinous matter to celebrate it there, 
and that the fault that was paft fhould be counted the 
more grievous, becaufe it was done of long time. 
Moreover, this was a matter of no effect, that Bucer 
and Phagius only mould be dug up; as if they alone 
had embraced the religion which they call herefy. It 
was well known how one of the burgeffes of the town 
had been inclined toward the popilh religion : who, 
when he fhould die, defired neither ringing of bells, 
dirges, hor any kind of trifles, to be done on his an- 
niverfary, as it is termed; but that they fhould go 
with inftruments of mufic before the mayor and coun- 
cil of the city, to celebrate his memorial; and alfo, 
that yearly a fermon fhould be made to the people, 
bequeathing u piece of money to the preacher. Nei- 
' ther might he omit in that place to fpeak of Ward the 
painter, who, although he was a man of no reputa- 
tion, yet was not to be defpifed for the religion's fake 
which he diligently followed. Nor were divers.others, 
to be pafled over with filence, who were known .of a 



certainty to have continued in the fame fea, and to 
reft in other church-yards, in Cambridge, and indeed 
through the whole realm, and yet denied not their 
maffes at all. 

• All which perfons (forafmuch as they were all of 
one opinion} ought to have been taken up, or elfe 
all have been let to lie with the fame religion; unlefs 
a man would grant, that it lieth in their power to 
make what they like lawfuf and unlawful, at pleafure. 

In the condemnation of Bucer and Phagius, to fay 
the truth, they ufed too much cruelty, and too much 
violence. For howfoever it went with the doctrine 
of Bucer, certainly they could find nothing whereof 
to accufe Phagius, inafmuch as he wrote nothing 
that came abroad, except a few things that he had ■ 
tranflated out of the Hebrew and Chaldee tongues 
into Latin. After his coming into the realm, he ne- 
ver read, difputed, preached, or taught; for he died 
foon after, fo that he could in that time give no oc- 
cafion for his adverfaries to accufe him whom they 
never heard fpeak. In that they hated Bucer fo 
deadly, for allowing marriage of the clergy, it was 
their own malice conceived againft him, and a very 
flander raifed by themfelves. For he had for his de- 
fence in that matter (befides other helps) the tefti- 
mony of pope Pius the Second, who, in a certain 
place fays, That upon weighty confiderations, prielts' 
wives were taken from them, but for more weighty 
caufes were to be reftored. And alfo the ftatute of 
the emperor, (they call it the Interim) by which it is 
enacted, That fuch of the clergy as werp married 
fhould not be divorced from their wives. 

Thus turning his ftyle from this matter to the uni- 
verfity, he reproved, in few words, their unfaithful- 
nefs towards thefe men. For if the Lord fuffered 
not the bones of the king of Edom, being a wicked 
man, to be taken up and burnt, without revengement 
(as faith Amos), let us affure ourfelvcs he will not'Iuf- 
fer fo notable a wrong done to his godly preachers 
unrevenged. i 

Afterward when he came to the condemnation, 
(which we told you in the former action was pro- 
nounced by Dr. Perne, vice-chancellor, in the name 
of them all) being fomewhat more moved at the mat- 
ter, he admonifhed them how greatly it behoved them 
to ufe circumfpection, what they decreed upon any 
man by their voices, in admitting or rejecting any 
man to the promotions and degrees of the univerfity. 
For that he which mould take his authority from 
them, fhould be a great prejudice to all the other 
multitude, which (for the opinion he had of their 
doctrine, judgment, allowance, and knowledge) did 
think but well of them: for it would come to pafs, 
that if they would bellow their promotions upon 
none but fit perfons, and let the unfit go as they come, 
both the common-wealth fhould receive much advan- 
tage and profit by them, and they fhould highly 
pleafe God. But if they perfifted to be negligent in 
fo doing, they fhould grievoully injure the common- 
wealth, and work their own Ihame and reproach. 
Befides, they fhould greatly offend the majefty of 
God, whofe commandment (Not to bear falfe witnefs) 
would be broken and violated. 

While he was fpeaking thefe and many other things 
before his audience, many of the univerfity, to fet 
out and defend Bucer, befet the walls of the church 
and church-porch on both fides with verfes; fome in 
Latin, fome in Greek, and fome in Englifh, in which 
they made a manifeft declaration how they were 
minded toward Bucer and Phagius. Finally, when 
his ferrhon was ended, they made common fupplica- 
tion and prayers. After giving thanks to God for 
many other things, efpecially for reftoring the true 
religion, every man departed his way. 

Forafmuch as mention hath been made of the 
death of the worthy and famous clerk Martjn Bucer, 
.and of the burning of his bones after his death, it 
will not be improper here to infert the funeral verfe of 
Dr. Redman upon Bucer's death, now tranflated in- 
to Englifh. 
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The Epitaph, or Funeral Verfe, of Dr. REDMAN, 
upon the Death of MARTIN BUCER. 

HENCE, O far hence let envy fly, 
Nor be revenge nor mock'ry nigh : 
The lying lips and faithlefs mind, 
Let here no reft or refuge find. 
Thefe from the man God's image take, 
And him more like the devil's make. " 
But holy truth be prefent here, 
Thou virgin everlafting fair : 
And to the inquiring many {hew, 
From whence proceeds this fcene of woe. 
Bucer, who led the church before, 
Bucer, that light of learning, is no more: 
As the fun gilds the world around, 
So he in learning's orb was found. 
The mourning fchools his lofs confe/s, •' 
But who can Cambridge's grief exprefs ? 
High as the ftars her fighs aicend, 
Lamenting thus her wonted friend. 

No more fhall we a mafter find, 
Like him fo juftj, like him fo kind: 
Whofe exemplary, life was fraught 
With all the virtues which he taught: 
His reft fo fmall, labour fo great, 
Nature funk down beneath the weight, 
And yielded to death's fatal power, 
Before his fhort appointed hour. ' • 

Butftop, my mule, thy labour's vain, 
Thy lines can't half his praife contain : 
Then farevvel, Bucek, thy remains 
An humble fepulchre retains, 
Till the Great Judge of all lhall come, 
And pafs his univerfal doom : 
Then he thy body will reftore, 
More glorious than it was before. 
Till when thy foul amongft the bleft remains, 
There happily thou lives, there happily thou reigns. 



The defpiteful Handling and Madnefs. of the Papifts to. 
ward FETEli MARTYR'S Wife at Oxford, who was 
taken up from her Grave at tie Command o/Cardinal 
POOLE, and afterwards buried in a Dunghill. 

AND becaufe one univerfity Ihould not mock, the 
other, like cruelty was alfo declared upon the 
dead body of Peter Martyr's wife at Oxford, an. ho- 
ned, grave, and fober matron while fhe lived, and _al- 
ways a great helper of poor people, as many dwelling 
there can well teftify. " ' " . 

In the year of our Lord 1552, file departed this life, 
with great forrow of all thofe needy perfons, whofe 
neceflities lhe had often liberally eafed and relieved. 
Now when Brooks, bifhop of Gloucefter, Nicholas 
Ormanct, datary, Robert Morwen, prefident of . Cor- 
pus Chrifti college, Cole and Wright, doctors of the 
civil law, came thither as the cardinal's vifitors, .they, 
among other things, had in commiflion to take up this 
good woman out of her grave, and to confumc her 
':arcafe with fire, not doubting but that lhe was of the 
fame religion that her hulband had profefled before, 
when he read the king's lecture there. And to make a 
fliew that they would do fomething diforderly, they 
called all thofe before them that had any acquaintance 
With her or her hulband. They adminiftered an oath 
to them, that they fliould not conceal whatfoever was 
demanded. In fine, their anfwer was, that they knew 
not what religion fhe was of, by reafon they underftood 
lot her language. 

To be fhorr, after thefe vifitors had fped their bufi- 
nefs they came for, they went to the cardinal again, 
certifying him, that upon due inquifition made, they 
; wuld learn nothing upon which by the law they might 
burn her; Notwithftanding, the cardinal did not leave 
•he matter fo, but wrote down his letters a good while 



after to. Marfhall, then dean of Fridefwide's, that he 
Ihould dig her up; and lay her out of chriftian burial, 
becaufe (he was interred nigh unto St. Fridefwide's. re- 
lics, fometime had in great reverence in that college. 
Dr. Marfhall calling his fpades and mattocks together 
in. the evening, when he was well fuddled,' caufed her 
to be taken up and buried in a dunghill. 

However, when it pleafed God, under good queen 
Elizabeth, to give quietnefs to his church, long time 
perfecuted with prifon and death, then Dr. Parker, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, Edmund Grindall, bilhop 
of London, Richard Goodrick, with divers others her „ 
majefty's high commiffioners in matters of religion, 
(nothing ignorant how far the adverfaries of the truth 
had tranfgreffed the bounds of all humanity, in violat- 
ing the fepulchre or grave of that good and virtuous, 
woman) willed certain of that college; in which this 
uncourreous fact was attempted or done, to take her 
out of the dunghill where lhe lay, and fplemnly, in 
face of the town, to bury her again in a more decent 
grave: for though the body being once dead, no great 
eftimation were to be hud, where the bones were laid; 
yet^fome reverence was to be ufed toward her for the 
fake of her fex. Bcfides, in fact, it was ihameful, 
that he, after travelling fo far at king Edward's re- 
quert, from the place wherein he had dwelt quietly, 
and "had taken fo earneft pains, being an old man, in 
reading and fetting forth the truth as far as he was able, 
with learning to teach and inftruct, and fo well de- 
ferved of that univerfity, Ihould, by fo ungentle a re- 
compence- of ingratitude, be rewarded again, as to 
have his wife, who was a godly woman, a ftranger, 
good to many, efpecially to the poor, and doing in- 
jury to no one, in word or deed, without juft deferving, 
and contrary to their, own law, not proceeding againft 
her according to the order thereof, fpilefully to be laid 
in a (linking dunghill. 

To all good people the fact feemed odious, and of 
fuch indued with humanity, utterly to be detefted. 
Wherefore Mr. Calfield, fub-dean of the college, di- 
ligently provided, that from Marfhall's dunghill fhe 
was reftored and tranflated to her proper place again, 
yea, and withal coupled her with Fridefwide's bones, 
that in cafe any cardinal will be fo mad hereafter tore- 
move this woman's bones again,' it fhall be hard for 
them to. difcern her bones from the other. And in 
order to inform the minds of men the better, the next 
day, being Sunday, Mr. Rogerfon preached unto the 
people, in which fermon by the way he declared the 
cruel ufage of the adverfary, which not contented to 
pradife upon the living, but they muft alfo rage againft 
pne that was dead, and lain two years in her grave. 
God grant them once to fee their own wickednefs. 
Amen;. 

Thus much touching the noble acts and ftrangenefs 
of this worthy cardinal in both the univcrfitiesj where-, 
unto it will not be impertinent here alfo confequently 
to adjoin and fet forth to the eyes of the world the 
blind and bloody articles fet out by cardinal Poole, to 
be inquired upon, within his diocefe of Canterbury, 
whereby it may the better appear what yokes and 
fnares of fond and fruitlefs traditions were laid upon 
the poor flock of Chrift, to intangle and opprefs them 
with lofs of life and liberty. By which, wife men 
may fee what godly fruits proceeded from that catholic 
church and fee of Rome: in which, although thou 
feeft (good reader) fome good articles interfperfed, 
Jet not that move thee ; for elfe how could fuch poifon 
be miniftered, but it muft have fome honey to rclifh 
the reader's taftc. 

The Articles fet forth by Cardinal POOLE, to be inquired 
upon in bis ordinary Vifitation, within bis Diocefe of 
Canterbury. 

Touching the Clergy. 
1. TTMRST, Whether the divine fervice in the church 
JO at times, days, and hours, be obferved and 
kept duly, or no. 

a. Item, Whether the parfons, vicars, and curates, 
do 
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do comely and decently in their manners and doings 
behave themfelves, or no. 

3. Item, Whether they do reverently and duly ad- 
minifter the facramcnts or facramentals, or no. 

"4. Item, Whether any of the parilhioners die 
without miniftration of the facraments, through the 
negligence of their curates, or no. 

5. Item, Whether the faid parfons, vicars, or cu- 
rates, do haunt taverns or alehoufes, increafing thereby 
infamy and flander, or no. 

6. Item, Whether they be diligent in teaching the 
midwives how to chriften children in time of necelfity, 
according to the canons of the church, or no. 

7. Item, Whether they fee that the font be comely 
kept, and have holy water always ready for children to 
be chriftened. 

8. Item, If they do keep a book of all the names 
of them that be reconciled to the duty of the church. 

9. Item, Whether there be any priefts that of late 
unlawfully had women under pretended marriage, and 
hitherto are not reconciled, and to declare their names 
and dwelling-places. 

10.. Item, Whether they do diligently teach their 
parilhioners the articles of the faith, and the ten com- 
mandments. 

11. Item, Whether they do decently obferve thofe 
things that do concern the fervice of the church, and 
all thofe things that tend to a good and chxiftian life, 
according to the canons of the church. 

12. Item, Whether they do devoutly in their 
prayers, pray for the profperous eftate of the king 
and queen's majefties. 

1 3. Item, Whether the faid parfons and vicars do 
fufficiently repair their chancels, rectories, and vicar- 
ages, and do keep and maintain them fufficiently re- 
paired and amended. 

14. Item, Whether any of them do preach or 
teach any erroneous do&rine, contrary to the catholic 
fait,h and unity of the church. 

i£. Item, Whether any of them do fay the divine 
fervice, or do adminifter the facraments in the Englilh 
tongue, contrary to the ufual order of the church. 

16. Item, Whether any of them do fufpicioufly 
keep any women in their houfes, or do keep company 
with men fufpected of herefies, or of evil opinion. 

1 7. Item, Whether any of them that were under 
pretence of lawful matrimony married, and now re- 
conciled, do privily refort to their pretended wives, 
or whether the faid women do privily refort unto 
them. 

18. Item, Whether they do go decently apparel- 
led as it becometh fad, fober, and difcreet minifters, 
and whether they have their crowns and beards (haven. 

19. Item, Whether any of them do ufe any un- 
lawful games, as dice, cards, and other like, whereby 
they grow to flander and evil report. 

20. Item, Whether they do keep refidence and 
hofpitality upon their benefices, and do make charita- 
ble contributions according to all the laws ccclefiafti- 
cal. 

21. Item, Whether they do keep the book of re- 
giflers of chriftenings, buryingSi and marriages, with 
the names of the godfathers and godmothers. 

Touching the Lay-people. 

i. XT' I R ST, Whether any manner of perfon, of 
JT what eftate, degree or condition foever he be, 
do hold, maintain, or affirm, any herefies, errors or 
erroneous opinions, contrary to the laws ecclefiaftical, 
and the unity of the catholic church. 

a. Item, Whether any perfon do hold, affirm, or 
fay, that in the bleffed facrament of the altar there is 
not contained the real and fubftantial prefence of 
Chrift: or that by any manner of means, do contemn 
and defpife the faid blefled facrament, or do refufe to 
do reverence or worlhip thereunto. 

3. Item, Whether they do contemn or defpife by 
any manner of means' any other of the facraments, 
rites, or ceremonies of the church, or do refufe or 
deny auricular confeifion. 
3 
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4. Item, Whether any do abfent or refrain, with- 
out urgent and lawful impediment, to come to the- 
church, and reverently to hear the divine fervice upon 
Sundays and holy-days. ~- 

5. Item, Whether being in the church, they do not 
apply themfelves to hear the divine fervice, and to be 
contemplative in holy prayer, and not walk, jangle, or 
talk, in the time of divine fervice. 

6. Item, Whether any be fornicators, adulterers 
or do commit inceft, or be bawds, and receivers of evil 
perfons, or be vehemently fufpedted of any of them. 

7. Item, Whether any do blafpheme and take the 
name of God in vain, or be common fwearers. 

8. Item, Whether any be perjured, or have com- 
mitted fimony or ufury, or do fti.ll remain in the fame. 

9. Item, Whether the churches and church-yards 
be well andhoneftly repaired and inclofcd. 

10. Item, Whether the churches be fufficiently 
garnifhed and adorned with all ornaments and books 
neceffary, and whether they have a rood in their church 
of a decent ftature, with Mary and John, and an image 
of the patron of the fame church. 

11. Item, Whether any do with-hold, or draw 
from the church any manner of money, or goods, or 
that do with-hold their due and accuftomed tithes from 
their fons and vicars. 

12. Item, Whether any be common drunkards, 
ribalds, or men of evil living, or do exercife any lewd 
paftimes, efpecially in the time of divine fervice. 

13. Item, If there be any who do pradlife or ex- 
ercife any arts of magic or necromancy, or do ufe.or 
pradtife any incantations, forceries, or witchcraft, or 
be vehemently fufpedted thereof. 

14. Item, Whether any be married within the de- 
grees of affinity or confanguinity, prohibited by the 
laws of holy church, or that do marry, the banns not 

. alked, or do make any privy contracts. 

15. Item, Whether in the time of Eafter laft, any 
were not confefled, or did not receive the blcffed fa- 
crament of the altar, or did irreverently behave them- 
felves in the receiving thereof. 

16. Item, Whether any do keep any fecret conven. 
tides, preachings, lectures, or readings, in matters of 
religion, contrary to the laws. 

17. Item, Whether any do now not duly keep the 
falling and ember-days. 

■ 18. Item, Whether the altars in the churches be 
confecrated or no. 

19. Item, Whether the facrament be carried de- 
vout to them that fall lick, with light, and with a little 
facring bell. 

20. Item, Whether the common fchools be well 
kept, and that the fchool-mafters be diligent in teach- 
ing, and be alfo catholic, and men of good and up- 
right judgment, and that they be examined and ap- 
proved by the ordinary. 

21. Item, Whether any do take upon them to ad- 
minifter the goods of thofe that be dead, without au- 
thority from the ordinary. 

22. Item, Whether the poor people in every parifli 
be charitably provided for. 

23. Item, Whether there do burn a lamp or a can- 
dle before the facrament. And if there do not, that 
then it be provided for with expedition. 

24. Item, Whether infants and children be brought 
to be confirmed in convenient time. 

25. Item, Whether any do keep, or have in their 
cuftody, any erroneous or unlawful books. 

26. Item, Whether any do with-hold any money 
or goods bequeathed to the amending of the high- 
ways, or any other charitable deed. 

27. Item, Whether any have put away their wives, 
or any wives do withdraw themfelves from their huf- 
bands, being not lawfully divorced. 

28. Item, Whether any do violate or break the 
Sunday and holy-days, doing their daily labours and 
exercifes upon the fame. 

29. Item, Whether the taverns or alehoufes, upon 
the Sundays and holy-days,, in time of mafs, mattins, 
and even-fong, do keep open their doors, and do receive 

people 
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people into their houfes to drink and eat, and thereby 
neglect their duties in coming to the church. 

30. Item, Whether any have or do deprave or 
contemn the authority or jurifdiction of the pope's ho- 
linefs, or the fee of Koine. 

31. Item, Whether any minftrels, or any other 
pcrfons, do ufe to ling any fongs againft the holy fa- 
craments, or any other rites and ceremonies of the 
church. 

32. Item, Whether there be any hofpitals within 
your parifhes, and whether the foundations of them be 
duly and truly obferved and kept; and whether the 
charitable contributions, of the fame be done accord- 
ingly. 

33. Item, Whether any goods, plate, jewels, or 
paifeflions be taken away, or with-held from the fuid 
hofpitals, and by whom. 



An Account of Ten MARTYRS condemned and burnt 
wjlhin the Diocefe of Canterbury. 

MENTION was made a little before of the perfe- 
ction in Kent: where we declared that 15 
were imprifoned and condemned in the cafile of Can- 
terbury: of which 15 we declared five to be famifhed 
to death within the laid caftle, and buried by the high- 
way, about the beginning of November. The other 
ten in January, 1557, were committed unto the fire, 
and there confumed to allies, by Thornton, fuffragan 
of Dover, and Nicholas Harpsficld, archdeacon of 
Canterbury. 

Their names are as, follow : John Philpot, of Tcn- 
terden, X^illiani Waijercr, of Btddingden, Stephen 
Kempe, of No.rgate, William Hay, of Hithe, Tho- 
mas Hudfo.n, of Salenge, Matthew Bradbridge, of 
Tentcrden, Thomas Stephens, of Bcddingden, Ni- 
cholas Final, of Tenterden, W. Lo.vvick, of Cran- 
broke, W. Prowting, of Thornham. 

Of thefe ten godly martyrs, fix were burnt at Can- 
terbury about the 15th of January, that is, Kempe, 
Watcrcr, Prowting, Lowick, Hudfon, and Hay. The 
other two, Stephens and Philpot, at Wye, about 
the fame month. The other two, Final and Brad- 
bridge, were burnt -together at Afhford the 16th of 
the fame. 

What the ordinary articles were, that were com- 
monly objected to them of Canterbury diocefe, is be- 
fore rehearfed, fave only that to fome of thefe, as to 
them that follow after, as the time of their perfecution 
did grow, fo their articles withal did incrcafe to the 
number of two and twenty, containing fuch like 
matter as feemed to the maintenance of the Romifh 
fee. 

Their anfwers likewife to thefc articles need not be 
rehearfed, feeing they all agreed together, though not 
in the fame form of words, yet to the fame effect, 
&c. 

The next month, which Was February, came out 
another bloody commiflion from the king and queen, 
to kindle up the lire of perfecution, as though it 
were not hot enough already; the contents of which 
commiflion I thought here not to omit; not for lack 
of matter, whereof I have too much; but that the 
reader may undcrftand how kings and princes of this 
world, like as in the firlt perfections of the primitive 
church under Valerian, Decius, Maximinian, Diocle- 
lian, Licinius, &c. fo now in thefe latter perilous days, 
have fet out all their main force and power, with laws, 
policy, and authority, to the uttermoft they could de- 
yifc againft Chrift and his gofpel. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing all thefe laws, inlfitutions, injunctions, and terrible 
proclamations provided againft Chrift and his gofpel, 
he ltill continueth, his gofpel flourifheth, and truth 
prevaileth; kings and emperors in their ownpurpofes 
overthrown, their devices diflblved, their coiinfels 
confounded; as examples both of this and of all 
times and ages do. make manifeft. But now fet us 
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hear the intent of this commiflion, in tenor as fol- 
lows : 

A bloody Commiflion given forth by King PHILIP and 
Queen MARY, to pcrfcade the poor Members of 
Chrift. J 

PHILIP and Mary, by the grace of God king and 
queen of England, &c. To the right reverend 
father in God our right trufty and well-beloved coun- 
fcllor Thomas, bifliop of Ely, and to our right trufty 
and well-beloved William Windfor, knight, lord 
Windfor, Edward North, knight, lord North, and to 
our trufty and well-beloved counfellor J. Bourn, knight, 
one of our chief fecretaries, J. Mordaunt, knight, 
Francis Englefield, knight, matter of our wards and 
liveries, Edward Walgrave, knight, maftcr of bur 
great wardrobe, Nicholas Hare, knight, mailer of the 
rolls, Thomas Pope, knight, Roger Cholmley, knight; 
Richard Rede, knight, Rowland Hill, knight, William 
Raftal, ferjeant at law, Henry Cole, clerk, dean of 
St. Paul's, William Roper, and Ralph Cholmley, cf- 
quires, William Cook, Thomas Martin, John Storv, 
and John Vaughan, doctors of the law, greeting. 

Forafmuch as divers devililh and ilanderous pcrfons 
have not only invented, noifed, and fet forth divers 
falle rumours, talcs, and feditious flanders againft Us, 
but alfo have fown divers herefies, and heretical opini- 
ons, and fet forth divers feditious books within this 
Our realm of England, meaning thereby to ftir up di- 
vifion, ftrife, contention, and fedition, not only amongft 
Our loving fubjects, but alfo betwixt Us and Our laid 
fubjects, with divers other outrageous mifdemeanou rs, 
enormities, contempts and offences, daily committed 
and done, to the difquieting of Us and Our people, 
We, minding the due punifnment of fuch offenders, 
and the reprefiing of fuch like offences, enormities, 
and mifbehaviours from ' henceforth, having fpccial 
truft and confidence in your fidelities, wifdoms and 
difcretions, have authorifed, appointed and affigned 
you to be Our commiffioncrs, and by thefe prcfents do 
give full power and authority unto you, or any three of 
you, to inquire as well by the oaths of twelve good v 
and lawful men, as by wirncflcs and all other means 
and politic ways you can devifc, of all and Angular 
heretical opinions, lollardies, heretical and feditious 
books, concealments, contempts, confpiracies, and all ' 
falle rumours, tales, feditious and flanderous words 
or fayings, raifed, publifhcd, bruited, invented, or fet 
forth againft Us, or either of Us, or againft the quiet 
governance and rule of Our people and fubjedtf, by 
books, lies, tales, or otherwife, in any county, bowing, 
key, or other place or places, within this Our realm of 
England or elfewhere, in any place or places beyond 
the fea, and of the bringcrs-in, uttcrers, buyers, fell- 
ers, readers, keepers, or conveyers of any fuch letter, 
books, rumour and tale, and of all and every their co- 
adjutors, counfellors, comforters, procurers, abettors, 
and maintainers, giving unto you, or any three of you, 
full power and authority by virtue hereof, to fearch 
out and take into your poffeffions, all manner of here- 
tical and feditious books, letters, and writings, where 
they or any of them fhall be found, as well in printers' 
houfes and fhops as elfewhere, willing you and every 
of you to fearch for the fame in all places according to 
your difcretions. 

Alfo to inquire, hear, and determine all and lingular, 
enormities, disturbances, mifbehaviours, and negli- 
gences committed in any church, chapel, or other 
hallowed place within this realm, and alfo for and con- 
cerning the taking away or with-holding any lands, te- 
nements, goods, ornaments, ftocks of money, or other 
things belonging to every of the faid churches-and cha- 
pels, and all accounts and reckonings concerning the 
fame. ' , 

And alfo to inquire and fearch out all fuch perfons 
as obftinately refufe to receive the bleffed facramenr of 
the altar, to hear mafs, or come to their pariih church- 
es, or other convenient places appointed for divine fcr- 
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vice, and all fuch as refufe to go in proceflion to take 
holy bread or holy water, or dtherwife do mifbehave 
themfelvcs in any' church or other hallowed place, 
wherefoever any of the fame offences have been, or 
hereafter (hall be committed within Our faid realm. 

Neverthelefs, Our will, and pleafure is, that when, 
and as often as any perfon or perfons, hereafter being 
called or convened before you, do obftinatcly perfift or 
ftand in any kind of hcrefy, or heretical opinion, that 
then you or three of you do immediately order, that the 
fame perfon or perfons, fo (landing or perfifting, be 
delivered and committed to his ordinary, to be ufed ac- 
cording to the fpiritual and ecclefiaftical laws. 

And alfo we giveunto you, or three of you, full pow- 
er and authority to inquire and fearch out all vaga- 
bonds, and mafterlefs men, barrators, quarrelers, and 
fufpecled perfons, abiding within Our city of London 
and ten miles compafs of the fame, and all affaults 
and affrays done and committed within the fame city 
and compafs. 

And further to fearch out all waftes, decays, and 
ruins of churches, chancels, chapels, parfonages, and 
vicarages in the diocefe of the fame, being within this 
realm, giving you, and every of you, full power and 
authority by virtue hereof to hear and determine the 
fame, and all other offences and matters above fpeci- 
fied and rehcarfed, according to your wifdoms, con- 
fciences, and difcretions, willing and commanding 
you, or three of you, from time to time, to ufe and 
devife all politic ways and means, for the trial and 
fearching out of the premifes, as by you, or three of 
you, {hall be thought moft expedient and neceffary: 
and upon inquiry and due proof had, known, per- 
■ceived, and tried out, by the confeffion of the parties, 
or' by fufficient witnefles before you, or three of you, 
concerning the premifes or any part thereof, or by any 
other ways or means requifite, to give and award fuch 
punifhmcnt to the offenders, by fine, imprifonment, or 
otherwife, and to take fuch order for redrefs and refor- 
mation of the premifes, as to your wifdoms fhall be 
thought meet and convenient. 

Further willing and commanding you and every 
three of you, in cafe you lhall find any perfon or per- 
fons obftinate or difobedient, either in their appear- 
ance before you, or three of you, at your calling or af- 
fignment, or elfe in not accomplifhing or obeying your 
decrees, orders, and commandments, in any thing or 
things, touching the premifes or any part thereof, to 
commit the faid perfon or perfons fo offending to 
ward, there to remain, till by you, or three of you, 
he be' difcharged or delivered, &c. 



The Apprchenfion of twenty-two Prifoners in Effex. 

AFTER this bloody proclamation or commiffion 
thus .given out at London, which was the eighth 
day of February, in the third and fourth years of the 
reign of the king and queen, thefe new inquifitors, cf- 
pecially fome of them, began to ruffle, and to take up- 
on them not a little; fo that all quarters were full of 
perfecution, and prifons almoft full of prifoners j 
namely, in the diocefe of Canterbury, whereof (by the 
leave of Chrift) we will fay more prefently. 

In the mean time, about the town of Colchcfter, the 
wind of perfecution began fiercely to rife ; infomuch 
that three and twenty together, men and women, were 
apprehended at one time ; of which number one ef- 
caped ; the other twenty-two were driven up like a 
flock of chriftian lambs to London, with two or three 
leaders with them at moft, ready to give their (kins to 
be plucked off for the gofpel's fake. Notwithftanding 
the bifhops, afraid perhaps of the number, to put fo 
many at once to death, fought means to deliver them, 
and fo they did, drawing out a very cafy fubmiffion for 
them, or rather fuft'ering them to draw it out them- 
felves ; notwithftanding divers of them were afterwards 
taken again and fuffered, as (God willing ).y<;. fhall hear 
hereafter. Such as met them by the way coming up, 
faw them in the fields fcattering in fuch fort, as that 



they might eafily have efcaped away; Ahd when they 
entered into the towns, their keepers called them again 
into array, to go two and two together, having a band 
or line going between them, they holding the fame in 
their hands, every one having another cord about his 
arm, as though they were tied. And fo were thefc 
fourteen men and eight women, carried up to London, 
the people by the way praying to God for them, to 
give them ftrength. At their entering into London, 
they were pinioned, and fo came into the city. Buc 
firft. let us declare concerning their being taken and 
their attachers, contained in the commiffary's letter 
written to Bonner; then the indenture made between 
the commiflioners and the popifh commifiaryi. The 
letter of the commiffary is this : 

AFTER my duty done in receiving and accom. 
plifhing your honourable and moft loving let- 
ters, dated Auguft 7, be it known unto your lordfhip, 
that on the 28th of Auguft, the lord of Oxenford, 
lord Darcy, H. Tyrel, A. Brown, W. Bendlows, E. 
Tyrel, R. Wefton, R. Appleton, publifhed their com- 
miffion, to feize the lands, tenements, and goods of 
the fugitives, fo that the owners fhould have neither 
ufe nor advantage thereof, but by inventory remain in 
fafe keeping, until the caufe was determined. And 
alfo there was likewife proclaimed the queen's warrant 
for the reftitution of the church goods within Col- 
chefter, and the hundreds thereabout, to the ufe of 
God's fervice. And then were called the parifhes 
particularly, and the heretics partly committed to my 
examination. And that divers perfons fhould certify 
to me of the ornaments of their churches, betwixt 
this and the juftices' next appearance, Which fhall be 
on Michaelmas next. And the parifhes which had 
prefented at two feveral times, to have all ornaments 
with other things in good order, were exonerated for 
ever, till they were warned again, and others to make 
their appearance from time to time. And thofe 
names blotted in the indenture, were indicted for trea- 
fon, fugitives, or difobedience, and were put forth by 
Mr. Brown's commandment. Ahd before the fealing, 
my lord Darcy faid unto me apart, and Mr. Bendlows, 
that I fhould have fufficient time to fend unto your 
lordfhip, and, if need were, the heretics to remain in 
confinement till I heard from you, yea, till the lords 
legates graces commiflioners come into the country. 

And Mr. Brown came unto my lord Darcy's houfe 
and parlour belonging to Mr. Barnaby, before my faid 
lord and all the juftices, and laid his hand on my 
fhoulder, with a fmiling. countenance, and defired me 
to make his hearty commendations to your good lord- 
fhip, and afked me if I would : I faid, Yea, with a 
good will. Wherefore I was glad, and thought I fhould 
not have been charged with fo fudden carriage. 

But after dinner, the juftices counfelled with the 
bailiffs, and the jailors, and then after took me unto 
them, and made collation of the indentures, and feal- 
ed them ; and then Mr. Brown commanded mc this af- 
ternoon, being the 30th of Auguft, to go and receive 
my prifoners by-and-by. Then I faid, It is an unrea- 
fonable commandment, for I have attended on you 
here thefe three days, and this Sunday early I have fent 
home my men. Wherefore I defirc you to have a con- 
venient time appointed, wherein 1 may know whether 
it will pleafe rny lord, my matter, to fend his commif- 
lioners hither, or. that I fhall make carriage of them 
unto his lordfhip. Then Mr. Brown faid, We are 
certified that the council have written to your maffcr 
to make fpeed, and to rid thefe prifoners out of hand: 
therefore go receive your prifoners in hafte. I anfwer- 
ed, Sir, 1 fhall receive them within thefe ten days. 
Then Mr. Brown faid, The limitation lieth in us, and 
not in you, wherefore get you hence. 

I replied, Sir, you have indidtcd and delivered me 
by this indenture, whofe faith or opinions I knew not, 
trufting that you will grant me a time to examine 
them, left I fhould punifh the catholics. Well, faid 
Mr. Brown, for that caufe you fhall have time betwixt 
this and Wednefday. And I fay unto you, Mcfl. 
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Bailiffs, if he do not receive them at your hands on 
Wednefday, fet open your door, and let them go. 

Then I faid, My lord, and matters all, I promife 
to difcharge the town and country of thefe heretics 
within thefe ten days. The lord Darcy anfwered, 
Commiflary, we do and muft all agree in one : where- 
fore do you receive them on or before Wednefday. 

To which I replied,. My lord, the laft I carried, I 
was going betwixt the caftle and St. Catherine's cha- 
pel two hours and a half, and in great prefs and dan- 
ger; wherefore this may be to defire your lordfhip, to 
give in commandment unto Mr. Sayer, my bailiff, here 
prefent, to aid me through his liberties, not only with 
men and weapons, but that the town-clerk may be rea- 
dy with his book to write the names of the moft bufy 
perfons, and this upon three hours warning; all which 
both my lord and Mr. Brown commanded. 

The 31ft of Auguft, William Goodwin, of Much- 
birch, hufbandman, this bringer, and Thomas Alfey, 
of Copford, your lordfhip's apparator of your confif- 
tory in Colchefter, covenanted with me, that they 
Ihould hire two other men at the leaft, whereof one 
lhould be a bow-man, to come to me the next day at 
two of the clock in the afternoon, that I might recite 
this bargain before Mr. Archdeacon, and pay the mo- 
ney, that is, forty-fix millings and eightpence : where- 
fore they fhould then go forth with me unco Colchef- 
ter, and on Wednefday, before three of the clock in . 
the morning, receive thereat my hand within the caftle 
and mote-hall, fourteen men and eight women, bound 
with cords and fetters, and drive, carry, or lead and 
feed with meat and drink, as heretics ought to be 
found continually, until the faid Goodwin and Alfey 
lhall caufe the faid two and twenty perfons to be deli- 
vered to my lord of London's officers, and within the 
fafe keeping of my faid lord, then to bring unto me 
the faid fetters, with a perfect token of or from my faid 
lord, and then this covenant is void, or elfe, &c. 

Mr. Bendlows faid unto me in my lord of Oxenford's 
chamber, at the King's-head, after I had faid mafs be- 
fore the lords, that on the morrow after Holy-Rood 
day, when we (hall meet at Chelmsford for the divifion 
of thefe lands, I think, Mr. Archdeacon, you, and 
Mr. Smith, fhall be fain to ride with certain of the 
jury to thofe portions and manors in your part of Ef- 
fex, and in like cafe divide yourfelves, to tread and 
view the ground with the queft, or elfe I think they 
will not labour the matter, and fo tell Mr. Archdeacon. 

Alice, the wife of William Walley, of Colchefter, 
hath fubmitted herfelf, abjured her erroneous opini- 
ons, aflced abfolution, promifed to do her folemn pe r 
nance in her parifh church at St. Peter's on Sunday 
next, and to continue a catholic and a ,aithful woman 
as long as God fhall fpare her life. And for thefe co- 
venants her hulband ftandeth bound in five pounds : 
which Alice is one of the nine women of your inden- 
ture, and fhe is with child. - Wherefore fhe'remaineth 
at home, and this done in the prefence of the bailiffs, 
aldermen, and town-clerk. And becaufe Mr. Brown 
was certified there was no curate at Lexdon, he in- 
quired who was the former? The anfwer was, fir 
Francis Joblbn. Who is the parfon ? The queft-men 
anfwered, fir Roger Ghoftlow. When was he with 
you? Not thefe fourteen years. How is your cure 
ferved? Now-and-then. Who is the patron? My 
lord of Arundel. And within a fhort time after, fir 
Francis Jbbfon came with great courtefy torny lord 
Darcy's place ; and I faw no more come in. 

Sir Robert Smith, prieft, fome time canon of Brid- 
lington, now curate of Appledore in the wild of Kent, 
came to Colchefter the 28th of Auguft, with his wife 
big with child, of late divorced, taken on fufpicion, 
examined by the lords, and Mr. Brown told me that 
they have received letters from the council for the at- 
tachment of certain perfons, and efpecially of one # 
prieft, whofe name is Pullen (but his right name is 
Smith), doubting this prieft to be the fame Pullen, 
though' neither he nor his wife would confefs the fame. 

Wherefore he ftill lieth in prifon, but furely this is 
not Pullen. If it pleafe your lordfhip to have in re- 



membrance, that the houfeholders might be compelled 
to bring every man" his own wife to her own feat in 
the church- in time of divine fervice, it would profit 
much. Alfo, there be yet ftanding hofpitals, and 
others of like foundation, about Colchefter, which I 
have not known to appear at any vilitation, as the 
rnafters and lazars of Mary Magdalen in Colchefter, 
the proctor of St. Catherine's chapel in Colchefter, the 
hofpital or bread-houfe of the foundation of the lord 
H. Harney in Laremarny, the hofpital and beadmen 
of Little Horkfley. Thus prefuming on your lord- 
ftiip's goodnefs, 1 am more than bold ever to trouble 
you with this worldly bufinefs, befeeching Almighty 
God to fend your honourable lordfhip a condign re- 
ward. 

From Eaftthorp, this prefent 30th of Auguft. 

We found a letter concerning the marriage of priefts 
in the hands of the aforefaid fir Robert Smith. Alfo I 
defired Mr. Brown, the doer of all things, to require 
the audience to bring in their unlawful writings and 
books; who afked me, if I had made the proclama- 
tion. I faid, Yea. Then he faid openTy upon the 
bench, that they fhould be proclaimed once every 
quarter. And then take the conftables and officers, 
and they take and punifh the offenders accordingly. 

By your poor bcadman, 

John Kingfton, prieft. 

An Indenture made between the Lords and Juftices within 
fpecified, and BONNER'S Commiffary, concerning the 
Delivery of the Prifoners above-named. 

.y 

'T^HlS indenture, "made the 19th day of Auguft' 
JL in the third and fourth years of the reign of our 
fovereign lord and lady Philip and Mary, by the grace 
ef God, king and queen of England, France, both Sici- 
lies, Jerufalemand Ireland, defenders of the faith, arch- 
dukes of Auftria, dukes of Burgundy, Millain, and Bra- 
bant, counties of Hafburgh, Flanders, and Tirol, be- 
tween the right honourable lord John de Vere, earl of 
Oxford, lord high chamberlain of England, Thomas 
lord Darcy of Chich, Henry Tyrel, knight, Anthony 
Brown, the king and queen's ferjeant at law, Edmund 
Tyrel, Richard Wefton, Roger Applcton, efquires, 
juftices of oyer and terminer, and of the peace within 
the faid county of EfTex, to be kept of the one party, 
and John Kingfton, clerk, bachelor at law, commiflary 
• to the biihop of London, of the other party, witnefieth, 
that Robert Colman, of Walton, in the county of Ef- 
fex, labourer; Joan Winfeley, of Horfeley Magna, in 
the faid county, fpinftcr; Stephen Glover, of Rayley, 
in the county aforefaid, glover; Richard Clerke, of 
Much Holland, in the fame" county, mariner; Willi- 
am Muns, of Much Bently, in the faid county, faw- 
yer; Margaret Field, of Ramfey, in the faid county, 
fpinfter; Agnes Whitlock, of Dovercourt, in the faid 
county, fpinfter; Rofe Allin, of the fame town and 
county, fpinfter; Richard Bongeor, of Colchefter, in 
the faid county, currier; Richard Atkin, of Halftead, 
in the faid county, weaver; Robert Barcock, of Wif- 
ton, in the county of Suffolk, carpenter; Richard 
George, of Weftbarhoult, in the county of Eflex, la- 
bourer; Richard Jolley, of Colchefter, in the faid 
county, mariner; Thomas Feerefanne, of the fame 
town and county, mercer; Robert Debnam, late of 
Dedham, in the faid county, weaver; Cicely Warren, 
of Cockfall, in the faid county, fpinfter; Chriftian 
Pepper, widow, of the fame town and county; Allin 
Simpfon, Helen Euring, Alice the wife of William 
Wallis, of Colchefter, fpinfter; William Bongeor, of 
Colchefter, in the laid county, glazier; being indicted 
of herefy, are delivered to the faid John Kingfton, 
clerk, ordinary to the bifhop of London, according to 
the ftatute in that cafe provided. 

In witnefs whereof to the one part of this indenture 
remaining with the faid earl, lord, and other the juf- 
tices, the faid ordinary hath fet to his hand and feal ; 
and to the other part remaining with the faid ordinary, 
the faid earl, lord, and other the juftices, have fet to 
their 
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their fcveral hands and feals, the day and year above 

Oxenford. William Bendlows. 

Thomas Darcy. Edmund Tyrel. 

Henry Tyrel. Richard Wefton. 

Anthony Brown. Roger Appleton. 

The twenty-two aforefaid prifoners thus fent from 
• Colchefter to London, were brought at length to bifliop 
Bonner; concerning whom Bonner himfelf writeth to 
cardinal Poole, in the following manner: 

A Letter of Bifliop BONNER to Cardinal POOLE. 

MAY it pleafe your grace, with my mod humble 
obedience, reverence, and duty to undcrftand, 
that going to London on Thurfday lair, and thinking 
to be troubled with Mr. Germaine's matter only, and 
fuch other common matters as are accuftomed, enough 
to weary a right ftrong body, I had the day following, 
to comfort my ftrength withal, letters from Colchef- 
ter, that either that day or the day following, I fhould 
have fent me from thence twenty-two heretics, indicted 
befoie the commiffioners, and indeed fo I had, and 
compelled to bear their charges as I did of the others, 
both of whicji coft me above twenty nobles, a fum of 
money that I thought full evil beftowed. And thefe 
heretics, notwithstanding they had honeft catholic 
keepers to conduct and bring them up to me, and all 
the way from Colchefter to Stratford-le-Bow, did go 
quietly and obediently, yet coming to Stratford they 
began to take heart of grace, and to do as pleafed 
themfelvcs, for they began to have their guard, which 
generally increafed till they came to Aldgate, /where 
they were lodged on Friday night. 

And although I took order that the faid heretics 
fhould be with me very early on Saturday morning, to 
the. intent they might quietly come and be examined 
by mej yet it was between ten and eleven qf the clock 
before they would come, and they would take no way 
but through Cheapfide, fo that they were brought to 
my haufe with about a thoufand perfons : which thing 
I took very ftrange, and fpake to fir John GrefTam, 
being then with me, to tell the mayor and the fheriffs 
that this thing was not well fuffered in the city. 
Thefe wicked heretics, all the way they came through 
Cheapfide, both exhorted the people to their part, and 
had much comfort from the promifcuous multitude; 
and being entered into my houfe, and talked withal, 
they" ftiewed themfelvcs defperate, and very obftinate ; 
yet I ufed all the honeft means I could, both of myfclf 
and others, to win them, caufing divers learned men 
to talk with them; and finding in them nothing but 
pride and wilfulness, I thought to have had them all 
hither to Fulham, to give fentence againft them. Ne- 
verthelefs, perceiving by my laft doing that your grace 
was offended, I thought it my duty before I proceeded 
herein, firlt to inform your grace hereof, and know 
your pleafure, which I befcech your grace 1 may do by 
this trufty bearer. And thus moft humbly I take my 
leave of you, befeeching Almighty God to preferve 
the fame. At Fulham, Anno 1556. 

Your grace's moft boundeii beadfman and fervant, 

Edmund Bonner. 

By this letter of bifliop Bonner to the cardinal, is to 
be underftood what good-will was in this bifliop to 
have the blood of thefe men, and to have pafi'cd fen- 
tence of condemnation againft them, had not the car- 
dinal fomewhat (as it feemed ) flayed his fervent headi- 
nefs. Concerning which cardinal, though it cannot 
be denied by his acts and writings, that he was a prq- 
feffed enemy, and a reputed papift ; yet it is to be fup- 
pofed that he was none of the cruel fort of papifts, as 
may appear by ftaying the rage of this bifhop, as well 
as by the folicitous writing, and long letters written to 
Cranmer, alfo by the complaints of certain papifts, ac- 
cufing him to the pope, of being a bearer with the he-, 
retics, and by the pope's letters fent to him upon the 
fame, calling him to Rome, and fetting friar Peto in 



his place, had not queen Mary, by intreaty, kept him 
out of the pope's danger. Which letters I have (if 
need be) to lhew; befides, that it is thought of him 
that toward his latter end, juft before, his coming from 
Rome to England, he began fomewhat to favour thefl 
doctrine of Luther, and was no lefs fufpected at Rome: 
yea, he there converted a certain learned Spaniard from 
papifm to Luther's fide* notwithftanding the pomp 
and glory of the world afterward induced him to play 
the papift as he did. But enough of this cardinal. 

To return to this godly company: firft, ye have 
heard how they were brought up in bands to London; 
alfo, how Bonner was about to have read the fentence 
of death upon them, and how he was flopped by the 
cardinal, ye know. Touching their confeffion, which 
they articled up in writing, it were too tedious to re- 
cite it at length. Briefly touching the article of the 
Lord's fupper (for which they were chiefly troubled} 
they wrote.as follows: 

The Supper of the Lord. 

HEREAS Chrift, at his laft fupper, took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
gave it to his difciples, and faid, " Take, eat, this is. 
my body:" and likewife tqok the cup and thanked, 
&c. we undcrftand it to be a figurative fpeech, the moft 
part of his language being in parables and dark fen- 
'tences, that they which are carnally minded fhould fee. 
w^ith their eyes and not perceive, and hear with their 
ears, apd not underftand; fignifying this, that as he, 
d.icj break the bread among them, being but one loaf- 
and • they all were partakers . thereof, fo we, through; 
his body, in that it was broken, and offered upon the 
crofs for us, are all partakers thereof, and his blood, 
cleanfeth us from all our fins, and hath pacified God's, 
wrath toward us, and made the. atonement between 
God and. us, if we walk henceforth in the light, everti 
as he is the true light. 
! And in that he faid further, "Dp : this in remem- 
brance of me," it is a memorial and token of the fufc, 
fcring and death of Jefus Chrift: and he commanded 
it for this caufe, that the congregation of Chrift 
fliouhdcQme together to fhew his death, and to thank 
and laud hirn for all his benefits, and magnify his holy 
name, and fo to break the bread, and drink the wine, 
, iii remembrance that Chrift had given his body, and. 
flied his blood for us. 

Thus you may well perceive, though Chrift called 
the bread his body, and the wine his blood, yet it fol- 
loweth not, that the fubftance of his body fhpuld be in 
the bread and wine; as divers places in fcripture are 
fpoken by Chrift and the apoftles in like phrafe of 
fpeech, as in John xv. " I am the true vine." Alfo, 
in John x. " I am the door." And as it is written, in 
the gth chapter to the Hebrews, and in Exod. xxiv. 
, how Mofes took the blood of the calves, and fprinkled 
1 both the book and all the people, faying, " This is the 
blood of the covenant or teftament." Alfo, in the 5th 
of Ezekiei, how the Lord faid unto him concerning the 
third part of his hair, " This is Jerufalem," &c. 

Thus we fee the fcriptures how they arc fpoken in 
figures, and ought to be fpiritually examined, and not; 
as they would have us fay, that the bodily prcfence of 
Chrift is in the bread, which is a blafphemous under- 
ftanding of the godly word, and is contrary to all holy 
fcriptures. Alio we do fee that great idolatry is 
fprung out of the carnal underftanding of the words 
of Chrift, " This is my body," and daily fpringeth, 
to the great difhonour of God ; fo that men worfhip 
a piece of bread for God. yea, and hold that as their. 
Maker. 

After this confefflon of their faith and doctrine be- 
ing written and exhibited, they devifed a letter withal, 
in manner of a fliort fupplication, or rather an admo- 
nition to the judges and commiflioners, requiring thap 
juftice and judgment, after the rule of God's word, 
might be miniftered unto them : the copy of which 
letter I thought good alfo to fhew unto the reader in, 
fprm as followeth: 



w 



O. Mary. A.D.1557.3 An Account of Five Martyrs burnt together in Sfnithfielcl. 



577 



A Supplication of the Prifoners to the Judges. 

TO the right honourable audience, whom thefe our 
fimple writings, and the confeflion of our faith, 
fhall come to be heard or feen, wc poor prifoners, be- 
ing faft in bonds upon the trial of our faith, which we 
otter to be tried by the fcriptures, pray moft heartily, 
that foraltnuch as God hath given you power and 
ftrength over us concerning our bodies, under whom 
we fubmit ourfelvcs as obedient fubjefts in all things 
due, you being officers and rulers of the people, may 
execute true judgment, keep the laws of rightcouf- 
nefs, govern the people according to right, hear the 
poor and helplefs in truth, and defend their caufe. 

God, for his Son Jcfus Chrift's fake, give you the 
wifdom and underftanding of Solomon, David, Heze- 
kiah, Mofes, with divers other moft virtuous rulers, 
by whole wifdom and godly underftanding, the people 
were juftly ruled and governed in the fear of God, all 
wickednefs was by them overthrown and beaten down, 
and all goodnefs and virtue did flourifli and fpring. O 
God, which art the moft high, the creator and maker 
of all things, and of all men both great and fmall, 
and careft for all alike, who doft try all .men's works 
and imaginations, before whofe judgment-feat (hall 
come both high and low, rich and poor: we moft hum- 
bly befcech thee to put into our rulers' hearts the pure 
Jove and fear of thy name, that even as they themfelves 
would be judged, and as they fhall make anfwer before 
thec, fo may they hear our caufes, judge with mercy, 
and read over thefe our requefts and confeflions of our 
faith, with deliberation and a godly judgment. t 

And if any thing here fecmeth to your honourable 
audience to be erroneous or difagreeing to the fcrip- 
ture, if it fhall pleafe your lordfhip to hear us patient- 
ly, which do offer ourfelves to the fcriptures, thereby 
to. make anfwer and be tried, in fo doing we poor fub- 
jccls being in much captivity and bondage,, are moft 
bound to pray for your noble eftate and preservation. 

The requcft of thefe men being fo juft, and their 
doctrine fo found, yet all this could not prevail with 
the bifhop and other judges, but that fentence fhould 
have proceeded againft them immediately, had not the 
goodnefs of the Lord better provided for his fervants 
than the bifhop had intended. For as they were now 
under the edge of the axe, ready to be condemned by 
fentence, it was thought othcrwife by the cardinal, and 
fome other wifer heads j fearing, left by the death of 
fo many together, fome difturbance might arife among 
the people; fo it was decreed among themfelves, that 
they fhould rather make fome fubmiflion or confeflion 
fuch as they would themfelves, and fo be fent home 
again, as they were indeed : however, divers of them 
were afterward apprehended and put to death. In 
the mean time, touching their fubmiflion which they 
made, it was in thefollowing form : 

The Submiflion or Confeflion of the aforefaid Prifoners. 

BECAUSE our Saviour Chrift at his laft fupper 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and gave it unto his difciples, and laid, 
" Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you, 
this do in remembrance of me;" therefore, accord- 
ing to the words of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, we do 
believe in the facrament to be Chrift's body. And be- 
caufe he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 
his difciples, and faid, « This is my blood of the 
New Tertamcnt which is filed for many ;" therefore 
likcwife we do believe that it is the blood of Chrift, 
according as Chrift's church doth adminifter the 
fame. Unto which catholic church of Chrift we do 
in this as in all other matters fubmit ourfelves, pro- 
niifing therein to live as it becometh good chriftian 
men, and here in this realm to ufe ourfelves as it be- 
cometh faithful fubjecis unto our moft gracious king 
and queen, and to all other fuperiors, both fpiritual 
and temporal, according to our bounden duties. 
No. 49. 



The names of thofe who fubfcribed to this fubmif- 
fion were thefe : 

John Atkin, Alyn Sympfon,. Richard George, Tho- 
mas Firefanne, William Munt, Richard Joly, Richard 
Gratwicke, Thomas Winfley, Richard Rothe, Richard 
Clark, Stephen Glover, Robert Colman, Thomas Merfe, 
William Bongcor, Robert Bercock, Margaret Hide, 
Elyn Euring, Chriftian Pepper, Margaret Fcld, Alice 
Munt, Joan Winfley, Cicely Warren, Rofe Alin, 
Ann Whitelocke, George Barker, John Saxby, Tho- 
mas Locker, Alice Locker. 



An Account of Five godly MARTYRS, burnt at one Fire 
in Smithfield, on the iitb Day o/!April, 1557. 

nr^O proceed further in this hiftory of perfecuted 
JL martyrs, next follow thefe five, namely — 

• Thomas Lofcby, Margaret Hide, 

Henry Ramfey, and . 

Thomas Thirtell, Agnes Stanley, 

Who being, fome by the lord Rich, fome by other 
juftices of the peace, and conftables (their own neigh- 
bours), at the firft accufed and apprehended for not 
coming to their parifh churches, were in the end fent 
unto Bonner, bifhop of London, and by his command- 
ment, on the 27th of January, were examined before 
Dr. Darbyfhire, then chancellor to the faid bifhop, 
upon the former general articles mentioned. 

Anfwers to the Articles. 

TXTHOSE anfwers thereunto were, that as they 
VV confcfTed there was one true and catholic 
church, wherein they ftedfaftly believed, and thought 
the church of Rome to be no part or member; fo in 
the fame church they believed there were but two fa- 
craments, that is to fay, baptifm and the Lord's fup- 
per. However, fome of them attributed the title and 
honour of a facrament to the holy eftate of matri- 
mony, which undoubtedly was done rather out of fim- 
ple ignorance than of any wilful opinion, and are 
thereof to be adjudged as before is admonifhed. 

Moreover, they acknowledged themfelves to be 
baptized into the faith of that true church, as in the 
third article is fpecified. And here, in reading, as 
well thefe articles as the reft, mark, I befcech you, 
the fubtlety of thefe catholic companions, who, in- 
termixing certain points of faith, and of the true 
church, with the idolatrous and fuperftitious trafh of 
their Romifh fynagogue, eaufed the poor and fimple 
people, for lack of knowledge, oftentimes to fall into 
their crafty nets. 

For after they had made them grant a true church, 
with the facraments of the fame, though not in fuch a 
number as they would have them, and alfo that they 
were chriftened in the faith thereof, that is, in the 
name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft, they craftily now in their other objections, de- 
fcending, as it were, from the faith of the Trinity 
unto their idolatrous mafs and other fuperftitious ce- 
remonies, would make them grant, that now in de- 
nying thereof, they have feve.red themfelves from the 
faith of the true church, whereinto they were bap- 
tized, which is moft falfe: for though the true light 
of God's gofpel and holy word was marvclloufly dark- 
ened, and in a manner utterly extinguifhed, yet the 
true faith of the Trinity, by the merciful providence 
of God, was ftill preferved, and into the faith thereof 
were they baptized, and not into the belief and profef- 
fion of their horrible idolatry and vain ceremonies. 

Thefe things not thoroughly weighed by thefe poor, 
yet faithful and true members of Chrift, caufed fome 
of them ighorantly to grant, that when they came to 
the years of difcr'etion, arid underftood the light of 
the gofpel, they did feparate themfelves from the faith 
7 A of 
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of the church, meaning none other but only to fepa- 
rate themfelves from admitting or allowing of fuch 
their popifh and erroneous trafti as they now had de- 
filed the church of England with, and not from their 
faith teceived in baptiim, which in exprefs words, in 
their anfwers to the other articles they conftantly af- 
firmed, declaring the mafs and facrament of the altar 
to be mod wicked blafphemy againft Jefus Chrift, and 
contrary to the truth of his gofpel, and therefore they 
utterly refufed to aficftt unto them, or to be reconciled 
again thereunto. 

Thefe anfwers in effect being thus taken by the faid 
chancellor, they were for that time difmifled ; but the 
bifhop, taking the matter into his own hands, the 6th 
of March, propounded unto them certain other new 
articles ; the copy whereof here followeth : 

Other Articles objefied by BONNER, Bifhop of Lon- 
don, againft THOMAS LOSEBY, HENRY RAM- 
SEY, THOMAS THIRTELL, MARGARET 
HIDE, and AGNES STANLEY, the 6th of March, 
being the fecond Time of Examination. 

FIRST, That thou haft thought, believed and 
fpoken, within fome part of the city and diocefe 
of London, that the faith, religion, and ecclefiaftical 
fervice here obferved and kept, as it is in the realm of 
England, is not a true and laudable faith, religion, 
and fervice, efpecially concerning the mafs, and the 
feven facraments, nor is agreeable to God's word and 
teftament ; and thou canft not find in thy heart, with- 
out murmuring, grudging, or fcruple, to receive and 
ufe it, and to conform thyfelf unto it, as other fub- 
jeets of this realm cuftbmably have done and do. 

2. Item, That thou haft thought, &c. that the 
EngUfh fervice fet forth in the time of king Edward 
the Sixth, here in this realm of England, was and is 
good and godly, and catholic in all points, and that it 
alone ought here in this realm to be received, ufed, 
and practifed, and none other. 

3. Item, Likewife thou haft thought, &c. that 
thou art not bound to come to thy parifh church, and 
there to be prefent, and hear- mattins, mafs, even- 
fong, and other divine fervice, fung or faid there. 

4. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that thou art 
not bound to come in proceflion to the church upon 
days and times appointed, and to go in the fame with 
others of the pariih,. ringing or faying then thcaccuf- 
tomed prayers ufed in the church, nor to bear a taper 
or candle on Candlemafs day, nor take aflies on Afh- 
Wednefday, nor to creep to the crofs upon accuf- 
tomed days, nor to receive and kifs the pyx at mafs- 
time, nor to receive holy water and holy bread, nor to 
accept and allow the .ceremonies and ufages of the 
church, after the manner and faftiion as they arc ufed 
in this realm. 

5. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that thou art 
not bound at any time to confefs thy fins to any prieft, 
and to receive abfolution at his hands, as God's minif- 
ter, nor to receive at any time the bleffed facrament of 
the altar, efpecially as it is ufed in this church of 
England. 

6. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that in matters 
of religion and faith, thou muft follow and believe 
thine own confeience only, and not give credit to the 
determination and common order of the catholic 
church, and the fee of Rome, nor to any member 

7. Item, Thou haft thought, &c that all things 
do chance of an abfolute and precife mere neceflity, To 
that whether man do well or evil, he could not chufe 
but do fo, and that therefore no man hath any free- 
will at alL 

8. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that the faftiion 
and manner of chriftening infants is not agreeable 
to God's word, and that none can be effectually bap- 
tized, and thereby faved, except he be of years of dis- 
cretion to believe himfelf, and fo willingly accept or 
refufc baptifm at his plcafure. 



9. Item, Thou haft thought, &c- that prayers to 
faints, or prayers for the dead, avail nothing, and are 
not allowable by God's word, or profitable in any 
wife, and that the fouls departed do go ftraight to 
heaven or hell, or elfe do deep till the day of doom, 
fo that there is no place of purgation at all. 

10. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that all fuch 
as in the time of king Henry the Eighth, or in the 
time of queen Mary in England, have been burned as 
heretics, were no heretics at all, but faithful and good 
chriftian people; efpecially Barnes, Garret, Jerome, 
Frith, Rogers, Hooper, Cardmaker, Latimer, Tay- 
lor, Bradford, Philpot, Cranmer, Ridley, and fuch 
like; and that thou didft and doft allow, like, and 
approve all their opinions, and doft miflike their con- 
demnations and burnings. 

11. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that fafting 
and prayers ufed in this church of England, and the 
appointing of days for fafting, and the abftaining 
from flefh upon fafting-days, and efpecially in the 
time of Lent, is not laudable or allowable by God's 
word, but is hypocrify and foolifhnefs ; and that 
men ought to have liberty to eat at all times all kinds 
of meat. 

1 2. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that the facra- 
ment of the altar is an idol, and to refervc and keep 
it, or to honour it, is plain idolatry and fuperftition: 
and likewife of the mafs and elevation of the facra- 
ment. 

13. Item, Thou haft thought, &c. that thou or 
any elfe, conventcd before an ecclefiaftical judge con- 
cerning matters of belief and faith, are not, nor is 
bound to make anfwer at all, efpecially under an 
oath upon a book. 

Their Anfwers to the above Articles. 

CONCERNING the firft, fecond, third, fourth, 
fifth, ninth, tenth, and twelfth, they generally 
granted unto, favingthat they denied the fouls of the 
departed to fleep till the day of judgment, as is men- 
tioned in the ninth article. 

And as concerning the fixth objection, they thought 
themfelves bound to believe the true catholic church, 
fo far forth as the fame doth inftruct them according 
to God's holy word, but not to follow the determina- 
tions of the erroneous and- Babylonical church of 
Rome. 

As for the feventh, eighth, and thirteenth, they ut- 
terly denied, that ever they were of any fuch abfurd 
opinions as are contained therein, but they granted that 
man of himfelf, without the help and affiftanee of 
God's Holy Spirit, hath no power to do any good 
thing acceptable in God's fight. 

. To the eleventh they faid, that true fafting and 
prayer, ufed according to God's word, are allowable 
and available in his fight, and that by the fame word 
every faithful man may eat all meats at all times, with 
thankfgiving to God for the fame. 

After this, the ift of April, they were again con- 
vented before the bifhop in his palace at London, where 
little appearcth to be done, except it were to know 
"whether they would ftand to their anfwers, and whe- 
ther they would 'recant or no. But when they refufed 
to recant, and deny the received and infallible truth, 
the bifhop caufed them to be brought into the open 
confiftory, the third of the fame month of April in the 
forenoon, where firft underftanding by them their im- 
mutable conftancy and ftedfaftnefs, he demanded par- 
ticularly of every one what he had to fay, why he 
fhould not pronounce the fentence of condemnation. 

To whom Thomas Lofeby firft anfwered, God give 
me grace and ftrength to ftand againft you and your 
fentence, and your law, which devoureth the flock of 
Chrift. And I perceive there is no way with me but 
death, except I would confent to your devouring law, 
and believe in that idol the mafs. 

Next 
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Next unto him anfwered Thomas Thirtell, faying, 
My lord, I fay thus, if you make me an heretic, 
then you make Chrift and all the twelve apoftles he- 
retics; for I am in the true faith and right belief, 
and I. will ftand in it, fori know'full well I fhall 
have eternal life therefore. 

The bifliop then afked the like queftion of Henry 
Ramfey; who faid again, My lord, will you have 
me to go from the truth that I am in? I fay unto you, 
that my opinions be the very truth, which I will ftand 
unto ; and I fay unto you further, that there are 
two churches upon the earth, and we (meaning him- 
felf and other true martyrs and profeffors of Chrift) 
be of the true church, and ye be not. 

Unto this queltion next anfwered Margaret Hide, 
faying, My lord, you have no caufe to give fentence 
aeainft me, for I am in the true faith and opinion, 
and will never forfake it: and I do. wifh that I were 
more ftrong in it than I am. 

Laft of all anfwered Agnes Stanley, and faid, I 
had rather every hair of my head were burned, if it 
were of ever fo much value, fooner than I will for- 
fake my faith and opinion, which is the true faith: 

The time being now fpent, they were commanded 
to appear again in the afternoon in the fame place: 
which commandment being obeyed, the bilhop firft 
called for Lofeby, and after his manner ordered his 
articles and anfwers to be read: in reading whereof, 
when mention was made of the facrament of the al- 
tar, the bifhop with his colleagues put off their 
caps. Whereat Lofeby faid, My lord, feeing you 
put off your cap, I will put on mine; and accord- 
ingly put it on. The bilhop continuing in his ac~ 
cultomcd perfuafions, Lofeby again faid, My lord, 
I :rult I have the Spirit of truth, which you deteft 
and abhor, for the wifdom of God is foolifhnefs 
unto you. Whereupon the bilhop pronounced the 
fentence of condemnation againft him. 

And delivering him unto the (heriff, called for 
Margaret Hide, with whom he ufed the like order 
or exhortations. To whom fhe faid, I will not de- 
part from my fayingstill I be burnt: and, my lord, 
faidlhe, I would wilh you to inftruft me with fome 
part of God's word, and not of the holy bread and 
holy water, for it is no part of the fcripture. 

But neither himfelf nor any of his colleagues, 
being able rightly to accomplilh her requeft, to 
make fhort work, ufed his final reafon of convince- 
went, which was the fentence of condemnation. 
Therefore, leaving her off, called for Agnes Stan- 
ley, who, upon the bifhop's like perfuafions, made 
this anfwer: 

My lord, where you fay I am "an heretic, I am 
none; neitherwill I bgjieve you, nor any man that 
is wife will believe as you do. And as for thofe 
that you fay were burnt for herefy, I believe them 
true martyrs before God: therefore I will not go 
from my opinion and faith as long as I live. 
• Her talk thus ended, (lie received the like, re- 
ward that the others had. And the bilhop then 
turning his tale and manner of enticement unto 
Thomas Thirtell, received of him likewife this final 
anfwer: My lord, I will not hold with your idola- 
trous ways ; for I fay, the mafs is idolatry, and 
will ftick to my faith and belief fo long as, the 
breath is in my body. Upon which words he alfo 
was condemned as- an heretic. 

Laft of all Henry Ramfey was demanded if he 
would, as the reft, ftand unto his anfwers, or elfe 
recanting the fame, come home again, and be a 
member of their church. Whereunto he anfwered, 
I will not go from my religion and belief as long as 
I live; and, my lord (faid he), your doflrine is 
naught, for it is not agreeable to God's word. 

After thefe words, the bifhop (to conclude) pro- 
nounced the fentence of condemnation againft him 
and the reft (as you have heard), charging the fhe- 
nffs of London with them: who being thereunto 
commanded, the 12th of the fame month of April, 



brought them into Smithfield, where they all in one 
fire moft joyfully and conftantly ended their tempo- 
ral lives, receiving therefore the life eternal. 



An Account of Three MARTYRS burned in St. George's 
Fields, in Southwark. 

IN the month of May following, William Morant, 
Stephen Gratwick, King, fuffered in 

St. George's Fields, in Southwark. 

Among other hiftories of the perfecuted and conl 
demned faints of God, I find the condemnation of 
none more ftrange nor unlawful than this of Ste- 
phen Gratwick ; who firft was condemned by the 
bifhop of Winchefter and the bifhop of Rochefter, 
who were not his ordinaries. 

Secondly, When he did appeal from thefe incom- 
petent judges to his right ordinary, his appeal could 
not be admitted. 

Thirdly, When they had no other fhift to colour 
their inordinate proceedings withal, they fuborned 
one of the priefts to come in for a counterfeit and a 
falfe ordinary, and fit upon him. 

Fourthly, Being openly convinced and overturned 
in his own arguments, yet Dr. White, the faid bi- 
fhop of Winchefter, neither would yield to the force 
of truth, nor fuffer any of the audience affiftant once 
to fay, God ftrengthen him. 

Fifthly, As they brought in a falfe ordinary to fit 
upon him, fo they pretended falfe articles againft 
him, which were no part of his examinations, but of 
their deviling, to have his blood. 

Sixthly and laftly, Having no other ground nor 
juft matters againft him, but only for faying thefe 
words, " That which I faid, I have faid," they read 
the fentence of death upon him. 

And thus did thefe men deal, who needs will be re- 
puted for catholic fathers of the fpirituality, fuc-. 
ceeders of the apoftles, difciples of Chrift, pillars of 
the holy church, and leaders of the people. Of 
whofe proceedings, how agreeable they are to the ex- 
ample of Chrift and his apoftles, I leave to difcufs, 
referring the judgment hereof to them who know 
the inflitution of Chrift's religion and doarine. 

Now, left the difordered mif-rule of thefe Chrift- 
mas lords will not be credited upon the fimple narra- 
tion of the ftory, you fhall hear the whole difcourfe 
of this procefs, regiftered by the hand of the martyr 
himfelf, who, as he could beft tell what was done, fo 
I am fure he would not teftify otherwife than the 
truth was, as you fhall hear by his declaration. 

The Declaration of STEPHEN GRATWICK con- 
cerning his own Story and Condemnation. 

ON the 25th day of May, in the year 1557, I 
Stephen Gratwick came before Dr. White, bi- 
lhop of Winchefter, in St. George's church, South- 
wark, at eight o'clock in the morning, and then he 
called me before him, and faid unto me — 

Winchefter. Stephen Gratwick, how ftandeth the 
matter with thee now? Art thou contented to re- 
voke thy herefies, which thou haft maintained and 
defended within my diocefe, oftentimes before mc? 
Alfo upon Sunday laft you flood up in the face of 
the whole church maintaining your herefies, fo that 
you have offended within the liberty of my diocefe : 
and now I being your ordinary, you muft anfwer to 
me directly, whether you will revoke them or not, 
which I have here in writing; and if you will not re- 
voke them, then I will excommunicate you, and 
therefore note well what you do, for now I read 
the articles againft you. 

And when he had ended, he bade me anfwer unto 
them. 

Graltuick. My lord, thefe articles which you have 
here objected againft me, are not mine, but of your 
own making; for I never had any of my examina- 
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tions written at any time, and therefore thefe are the 
objections that you lay againlt me as a fnare to get 
my blood. Wherefore, I defire your lawful favour, 
to allow my appeal to mine ordinary ; for I have no- 
thing to do with you. And whereas you do burden 
me, that I have offended within your diocefc, 1 fay, 
it is not lb; for I have not enterprifed either to 
preach or teach within your diocefe, but was appre- 
hended by mine own bilhop, and lent prifoner into 
your diocefe, by the confent of the council and 
mine own ordinary ; and therefore I fo being in 
your diocefc, you' have no caufe to refufe my law- 
ful appeal. 

And with that came the bifhop of Rochefter, 
(whom the bifhop of Wincheftcr gladly received) 
according to their determinate purpofe ; and fo fol- 
lowed the archdeacon of Canterbury : and the bi- 
fhop again darted up, as a man half ravifhed of his 
was for jov, embracing him with many gentle words, 
and faid, he was very giad of his coniing, making 
ignorant thereof, as he thought it fhould appear to 
me. Then faid Winchefter— 

Sir, 1 am very glad of your coniing ; for here I 
have one before me, who hath appealed unto you, 
being his ordinary. Then faid the archdeacon of 
Canterbury — 

I know this man very well. He hath heen di- 
vers times before me. And I anfwercd — 

My lord, I am not of his diocefe by five miles: 
for his diocefe rcacheth on that part no farther than 
the cliffs of Lewes, and I dwelt at Brighthclmftone, 
five miles beyond, in the diocefe of the bifhop of 
Chichefter; and therefore I am not of his diocefe. 

Then the bifhop of Winchefter, the bifhop of 
Rochefter, and the archdeacon of Canterbury, caft 
their heads together and laughed: and then they 
faid my ordinary would be here by-and-by; and fo 
they lent for a counterfeit, inftead of mine ordi- 
nary: then I faw them laugh; when I fpokc to them, 
and faid — 

Why do you laugh? Are you confederate toge- 
ther for my blood, and therein triumph? You have 
more caufe to look weightily upon the matter; for 
I Hand here before you upon my life and death. 
But you declare yourfelvcs what you are: for you 
are clothed in lamb's apparel; but I would to God 
you had coats according to your afTembly here, 
which is fcarlet gowns, for I do here perceive you 
are bent to have my blood. 

And then came rufhing in that counterfeited bi- 
fhop, who was the hired fervant to deliver me into 
the hands of the high-prieft; and the bilhop hearing 
him come, with haftc inquired of his man who was 
there? and he faid, My lord of Chichefter. Then 
the bifhop in hafte rofe up and faid — 

You are moft heartily welcome ; and required him 
io fit down: and then faid the bifhop of Winchefter 
to me, Lo, here is your ordinary; what huve you 
now to fay to him ? 

Gratwick. I have nothing to fay to him. If he 
has nothing to fay to me, I pray you let me depart. 
Then anfwercd my counterfeit ordinary, and laid — 

Here you ftand before my lords and me in trial 
of your faith; and if you bring the truth, we fhall 
by compulfion give place unto you, as it is to be 
proved by the word; and your doctrine to be heard 
ii.'id embraced for a truth. 

Gratwick. Then I demanded of him whether he 
meant by authority, or by the judgment of the Spirit 
of God in his members. 

And he anfwered me, By authority as well as by 
the Spirit. 

Then, faid I, now will I turn your own argu- 
ment upon you ; for Chrift came before the high 
priefts, fcribes and pharifces, bringing the truth with 
him, being the very truth himfelf, which truth 
cannot lie, yet both he and his truth were con- 
demned, and took no place with them : and alfo 
the apoftles, and all martyrs that died fince Chrift: 
3 



therefore I turn your own argument upon yo.u ; an- 

Then the faid counterfeit ordinary, with great 
heat and choler, faid to the bifhop of Winchclter 
Object fomc articles againlt him, for he is obftinate' 
and would fain get out of" our hands; therefore, hold' 
him to fame particular: fo that no other anfwer 
could I have to this argument. 

Then the bifhop of Winchefter began to read ob- 
jections of his own making againft me, and he bade 
me anfwer to them. 

And I faid, No, except you will fet the law apart, 
becaufe I fee you are mindful of my blood. 

Winchejter. Now you may fee he will not anfwer 
to thefe, but as he hath aforefaid. 

Then fpake the counterfeit ordinary again, and 
faid, My lord, afk him what he faith to the facra- 
racmof the altar. Then the bifhop afked me, as 
my counterfeit ordinary required him. 

'Gratwick. My lord, I do believe that in the fa- 
crament of the i'upper of the Lord, truly adminis- 
tered in both kinds, according to the inftitution of 
Chrift, unto the worthy receiver, he eateth myfti- 
cally by faith the body and blood of Chrift. Then I 
afked him, if it were not the truth, and he faid, Yes- 
then, faid I, Bear witnefs of the truth. 

Then the bifhop of Winchefter, whofc head being 
fubtleftto gather upon my words, faid, My lord, fee 
you not how he creepeth away with his herefies, and 
covereth them privily? Note how he here feparateih 
the facrament of the altar from the fupper of the 
Lord, meaning it not to be the true facrament, and 
alio how he condemneth our adminiltration in one 
kind, allowing that the unworthy receiver doth not 
eat and drink the body and blood of Chrift; which 
be fore matters truly weighed, being covered very 
craftily with his fubtle fhifts and fophiftry, but he 
fhall anfwer directly before he depart. 

Gratwick. My lord, that is but your gathering 
of my words, for you before confeffed the lame fay- 
ings to be the truth, and this you catch at me, and 
fain would have an advantage for my blood: but 
feeing you judge me not to mean the facrament of 
the altar, now come to the probation of the fame 
facrament, and prove it to be the true facrament, 
and I am with you; or elfe, if you can prove your 
church to be the' true church, I am alfo with yon. 

But then he called to memory the laft probation 
of the church and facraments, how he before was 
driven to foi fake the fcriptures, and to (hew me by 
good reafon how they might adminifter the facra- 
ment in one kind: and his reafon was this, Like as a 
man or woman dieth on a fudden, and fo when we 
have given him the body of Chrift, in the mean 
time the party dieth, and fo he eateth the body of 
Chrift, and drinketh not his blood. And this'was 
his fnnple fhift in the proving of their facraments: fo 
he was now half" afhamed to begin that matter agaiu. 

But yet a little fhift he brought in, and faid — 

What fayeft thou by the adminiftration of the 
priefts every day for themfclves, and they minificr 
in both kinds ? 

To that I anfwered, You have two adminiftrations, 
for I am fure at Eaftcr you adminifter but in one 
kind, and therefore it is not according to the infti- 
tution of Chrift, but after your own imaginations. 

Winchefter. Then, what fayeft thou to thefe 
words, " Take, eat, this is my body?" Thefe are 
the words of Chrift. Wilt thou deny them ? 

Gratwick. My lord, they are the words of fcrip- 
ture, I affirm them, and not deny them. 

Rochefter. Why, then, thou doft confefs the fa- 
crament .of the altar to be a real prefence, the felf- 
fame body that was born of the virgin Mary, and is 
afcended into heaven. 

Gratwick. My lord, what do you now mean? 
Do you not alfo mean a viable body? For it can- 
not be, but of neceffity, if it be a real prefence, and 
a material body, it muft be a vifible body alio. 

Wmcheftcr. 
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Winthcflcr. Nay, I fay unto thee, it is a real pre- 
fence and a material body, and an invifible body too. 

Gratwick. My lord, then it muft needs be a fan- 
taltical body, for if it fhould be material and invifi- 
ble, as you affirm, then it muft needs be a fantaftical 
body: for it is apparent that Chrift's human body was 
vifible and fecn. 

Then the bifhop brake out and faid, When didft 
thou lee him? I pray thee tell me. 

To that I anfwered and faid, A fimple argument it 
is; becaufe our corporal eyes cannot comprehend 
Chrift, doth it prove or follow, that he is invifible, 
becaufe we cannot fee him? 

And with that the bifhop began to grow weary of 
his argument, and removed his talk to Judas in eat- 
ing the facrament, and faid, He eat him wholly, as 
the apoftles did. 

And then I afked him, If he meant Chrift's flefh 
and blood, which he fpeaketh of in the fixth of John, 
and faith, " He that eateth my fleih, and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life in me." 
To that he anfwered and faid, Yea. 
Then faid I, Of necefllty Judas muft needs be 
faved, becaufe he did eat the flefh and drink the 
blood of Chrift, as you have affirmed, and alfo all the 
ungodly that die without repentance, . becaufe they 
have eaten your facrament, which you fay is the flefh 
and blood of Chrift: therefore of necefllty they fhall 
receive the benefit thereof, that is, eternal life : 
which is a great abfurdity to grant, and then of ne- 
cefllty it muft follow, that all that cat not, and drink 
not of your facrament, fhall finally perifh and be 
damned : for Chrift faith, " Except ye eat my flefh 
and drink my blood, ye have no life in you." And 
"ou have afore faid that of your facrament, which you 
fay is. the fame flefh and blood which Chrift fpeaketh 
of: and here I prove, that all children then that die 
under age to receive the facrament, by your own ar- 
gument, muft be damned, which is horrible blafphemy 
to fpeak. Now here I turn your own argument up- 
on you; anfwer it, if you can. 

Winchefter. My lord, do you not fee what deceit- 
ful arguments he bringcth in againft us, mingled with 
fophiflry, and kecpeth himfclf lb that we can get no 
hold of him? But I fay unto thee, perverfe heretic, I 
fee thou art a perverfe fellow. I had a better opinion 
of thee, but now I fee we lofe our time about thee; 
yet I anfwer thee, St. Paul doth open the fixth of St. 
John plainly, if thou wilt fee : for he faith, " They eat 
Chrift's body and drink his blood-unworthily;" and 
that was th'e caufe of their damnation. 

Gratwick. My lord, take heed you do not add 
unto the text, for he that addeth to the text is ac- 
curfed of God, and I am fure here you have brought 
more than Paul hath fpoken: for he faith not, Be- 
caufe they have eaten his body and drank his blood 
unworthily; but St. Paul faith, " Whofoever fhall 
eat of this bread and drink of this cup unworthily, 
mall be guilty of the body and blood of Chrift." 
Note, my lord, he faith not as you have affirmed, 
but quite contrary. And with that they were all in a 
great rage. 

Then the bifhop of Winchcfter faid I belied the 
And then I called for the text. 

Winchefter. I afked thee even now If thou didft 
underftand Latin, and thy anfwer was, Whether thou 
didft or.no, the people fhall bear witnefs in Englifh. 

Gratwick. And lb I called again for the Tcfta- 
ment, whether it were Latin or Englifh, for the trial 
of the text. 

And then when the bifhop of Winchefter faw that 
I cared not which of the trarrflations I had, he flood 
up, thinking to beguile fome fimple mail that had a 
book there," and bade him that had an Englifh Tefla- 
mcnt to brins; it in, that he might get fome hold of 
him that fhould bring a Teflamcnt : but Cod difap- 
pointed him thereof, and fo he flew away from the 
matter, and began to rail unon.me, and faid, my fub>- 
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tic arguments fhould not fervc: for i-F I- would not 
anfwer dircttly, I fhould ncverthelefs. be-excqmmu- 
nicated. For (faid he) I fee a mad toy in thine 
head; thou glorieft much in thy talk, and thinkefl 
now the people are come about tbee, that thou fhalt 
encourage them with thy conftant heretical opinion. 
For the laft day, when thou waft before me upon 
Sundav in St. Mary Ovcrv's church, thou there re- 
provedft my fermon, and hadft a thouf'and by thees 
at lcaft, to bid God ftrengthea thee: but now let me 
fee him here that dare open his mouth to bid God 
ftrengthen thee; he fhall die the death that thou fhalt 
die. 

To that I anfwered, My lord, I know your cruelty 
far exceeds your pity. I know from experience that 
you keep men in prifon a year or two, taking their 
books from them, permitting them not fo much as a 
Tcftament to look upon for their fouls' comfort, 
which all men ought to have: and fo you treat them 
more like brute bcafts than chriftian men. 

Winchefter. No, fir, we will ufc you as we will ufe 
the child: for if the child will hurt himfelf with the 
knife, we will keep the knife from him. Becaufe you 
will damn your foul with the word, you fhall not have 

Gratwick. My lord, a fimple argument you bring 
to maintain and cover your fault. Arc you not afhamed 
to make the word the caufe of our damnation? I never 
knew any man but you that did 'not affirm our fins to 
be the caufe of our damnation, and not the word, as 
you fay: and therefore if your argument be good, 
then this is good alfo: becaufe that fome men do 
abufc drink, therefore the benefit of drink fhould be 
taken from all men, or any other fuch like good gift. 

Winchefter. • My lords, we lofe much time, for this 
fellow is perverfe, fpcaking nothing but fophiftry and 
perverfe queftions: fo that we can get no advantage'of 

Then fpake my counterfeit ordinary, as one half 
aflecp all this while; yet fomewhat with hafte when he 
was awakened he began to tell his talc, and faid — 

Read thefe articles againft him once more, and if 
he will not anfwer them, take him upon his firft . 
words — " That which I faid, that I have faid." 

Then the bifhop of Winchefter began to read them 

8 But I faid unto him I would not anfwer them, be- 
caufe they were none of mine examinations, but ob- 
jections of their own making, becaufe they would have 
my blood. But yet I faid, if they would fet the law 
apart, I would talk my confeience freely to them. 

Then- my counterfeit ordinary began to fpeak 
again, charging me with the faying of St. Peter, that I 
fhould render an account of fuch hope as was in me. 

Gratwick. So I can do, yet I fhall not pleafe you, 
for here I now render my hope as St. Peter willeth 
me: I believe only in Jefus Chrift to have my falva- 
tio'n in him, by him, and through him; but I per- 
ceive you would have me render my faith in fuch 
fort, as you may have my blood, and therefore you 
bring good fcriptures, and evil apply them. 

Winchefter. Why, this fellow is pervertrd, and 
we (hall get no more at his hands than we have al- 
ready; therefore let us pronounce fentence againft 
him, for we do but lofe our time. 

Gratwick. Nav, my lord, feeing you will needs 
have my blood, let me fay a little more for myfclf. 

On Sunday laft, when I was before you, you 
preached this which was a truth, and agreeable to 
the doarine of the apoftlc St. James, and faid, " If 
any man think himfclf a religious man, and in the 
mean time feduce his tongue or his heart, the fame 
man's religion is a vain religion;" and fo, my lord, 
you Handing there in the pulpit, in the mean time re- 
duced your tongue to (lander us poor prifoncrs, be- 
ing there prefent in iron bands, burdening us with 
the fects of Arians, Herodians, Anabaptifts, Sacra*- 
mcntarics, and Pelagians. 

And when we flood up to purge ourfelvcs thereof, 
7 B , >cu 
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you faid ydu Would cut out our tongues, and caufe us* 
to b«j pull«d oat' of the church by violence. But there 
you- gave yourfelf a fhrewd blow, for your tongue in 
the mean time flandered your neighbour. For I, my 
lord, will give my life againft all thefe herefies, which 
you there burdened us withal, even as I'will give my 
life againft that wherein I now (land before you. 
And with that he was raging angry, and caught my 
condemnation, and faid — 

Thou wilt grant here no more but this word, " That 
I have faid, I have faid :" and here I gather matter 
enough to condemn thee, for this is a confirmation of 
all that thou haft heretofore faid. 

Then I anfwered, If you can prove that ever any 
of my examinations were written, it is enough : but 
you have nothing againft me but objections of your 
own making. 

W{nchejler. Have at thee now, if thou wilt not 
yield, I will pronounce fentence againft thee; and fo 
he proceeded forward, curfing and banning in Latin j 
fo I told him if the people might hear it in Englifh, 
they would think him an uncharitable bifhop. 

And then I faid, Stay, my lord, and mind what 
you do: for you have neither temporal nor fpiritual 
law here againft me in any caufe. 

Then ftepped forth a gentleman, and faid unto my 
lord, Take heed what you do: for he doth here fay, 
that you hive no title or caufe why you fliould con- 
demn hirh. 

Then the bifhop looked about him again, and afk- 
edme if I would recant. 

1 atked him, whereof I mould recant. 

Then faid the bifhop, Are you there ? Nay then 
I know what I have to do : and fo he proceeded forth 
in reading my condemnation. And there was ano- 
ther gentleman which began to fnap and fnatch at 
me : and then, faid I, -I would to God I had known 
this before I had ever come from home, I would 
have put on breeches, and not had my fkin thus torn. 
And all this while the bifhop read on ftill. 

At laft his chaplains cried, Stop, ftop, my lord ; 
for now he will recant. And then the bifhop afked 
me again. 

To which I anfwered, My lord, my faith is ground- 
ed more ftedfaftly, than to change in a moment; it is 
no procefs of time can alter mc, unlefs my faith were 
as the waves of the fea : and fo the bifhop made an 
end, and delivered me into the hands of the fherifF, 
to be again carried to the Marfhalfea. And when I 
was condemned, I defired God with a loud voice, 
that he would not lay my blood to their charge, if it 
were his good will, and they refufed my prayer, and 
fent me away. Then I began to talk as I went, and 
they cried, Cut out his tongne, or ftop his mouth : 
•hd fo I was brought to the Marfhalfea, and bound 
in irons. Therefore I pray unto God that they unto 
whom this prefent writing fhall come, may take exam- 
ple by my death and warfare. So be it. 

By me Stephen Gratwick, condemned for 
God's everlafting truth. 

Here, 'for want of time, I left out many matters, 
becaufe the Lord hath haftened the time, fo that I 
have written but the briefnefs of the matter in pro- 
bation of faith, and the reward of faith, which the bi- 
fhop of Rochefter and I debated upon; which matter I 
■would have been glad to have fet down in writing. 

Alfo much more talk there was, that the bifhop of 
Winchefter and I had concerning my worldly friends 
and perfonal eftate: for he played Satan with me, he 
carried me up to the mountains, and there told me my 
learning was good, and my eloquence, and alfo my 
knowledge, lave that I did abufe it, faid he; and then 
" he fell to prailing of my perfon, that it was comely, and 
worthy to ferve a prince. Thus Satan flattered with 
me, to make me anfwerto fuch objections as he would 
lay againft me, that I might fall into his diocefe. 

Thus this chriftian martyr Stephen Gratwick, be- 
ing wrongfully condemned by the. bifhop of Winchef- 



ter (as you have heard), was burnt with W. Mo 
raunt, and one named King, in St. Geerge'slfields^ 
about the latter end of May. ' 

The Hiflory of five*, godly MARTYRS, five Women 
and two Men, burnt at Maidftone for profejfmg tht 
true Religion of Chrift. 1 "' 

1 SHEWED a little before, how after the univerfal 
proclamation was fet forth by the king and queen 
in the month of February laft, the ftorm of perfecu- 
tion began in all places to rife (whereof fome part alio 
is declared before), but yet in no place more than in 
the diocefe of Canterbury, by reafon of the aforel'aid 
inquifitors, being now armed with authority, but efpe- 
clally by reafon of Richard Thornton, fuffragan of 
Dover, and the archdeacon of Canterbury, who were 
fo furious and fiery againft the harmlefs flock of 
Chrift, that there was no need of any proclamation to 
ftir up the coals of their burning cruelty, by reafon 
whereof many a godly faint lieth flain under the altar. 

Now to return to the faid diocefe of Canterbury, 
in the next month following, being the 18th day of 
June, were feven chriftian and faithful martyrs of 
Chrift burned at Maidftone, whofe names here follow : 
Joan Bradbridge, of Staplehurft. 
"Walter Appleby, of Maidftone. 
Petronil, his wife. 
Edmund Allin, of Frytendcn. 
Catherine, his wife. 
John Manning's wife, of Maidftone. 
Elizabeth, a blind maiden. 

As concerning the general articles commonly ob- 
jected to them in the public confiftory, and the order 
of their condemnation, it differcth not much froth 
the ufual manner expreffed before, neither did theif 
anfwers in effect much differ from the others that fuf- 
fered under the fame ordinary in the aforefaid diocefe 
of Canterbury. 

Now as touching their anfwers and manner of ap- 
prehenfion, and their private conflicts with their ad- 
verfaries, I find no great matter coming to my hands, 
fave only of Edmund Allin fome intimation is given 
me, how his troubles came, what was his caufe and 
anfwers before the juftices, as here confequently you 
fhall underftand. 

The Examination of EDMUND ALLIN. ' 

THIS Allin was a miller, of the parifh of Fry- 
tenden, in Kent, and in a dear year, when 
many poor people were like to ftarve, he fed them, 
and fold his corn cheaper by half than others did; 
alfo fed them with the food of life, reading to them 
the fcriptures, and interpreting them. This being 
known to the popifh priefts dwelling thereabouts, by 
the procurement of them, namely of John Taylor, 
parfon of Frytenden, and Thomas Henden, parfon 
of Staplehurft, he was foon complained of to the juf- 
tices, and brought before fir John Baker, knight, who 
committed both him and his wife to prifon, but foon 
after they were let out, I know not how, and went to 
Calais; where continuing fome time, he began to be 
troubled in confeience, and meeting with one John 
Webb, from Frytenden (who had likewife fled from 
the tyrapny of fir John Baker and parfon, Taylor), 
faid unto him, that he could not be in quiet there, 
whatfoever the caufe was; for God, faid he, had 
fomething to do for him in England: and fhortly after 
he returned to Frytenden, where was cruel Taylor. 

This parfon being informed that Edmund Allin and 
his wife were returned, and were not at mafs-timc in 
the church ; as he was the fame time in the midft of 
hismafs, upon a Sunday, a little before the elevation 
(as they term it), even almoft at the lifting up of his 
Romifh god, he turned to the people in a great rage, 
and commanded them with all fpeed to go unto their 
houfe, and apprehend them, and he would come unto 
them as foon as he could. Which promife he well 
performed, 
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performed, for he had no fooner made an end of lie, 
miffa e ft> an£ l tnc veffments off his back, but prefently 
he was at the houfe, and there laying hands on the faid 
Allin, caufed him again to be brought to fir John Ba- 
ker, with a grievous complaint of his exhorting and 
reading the icriptures to the people; and fo he and his 
wife were fent to Maidftone prifon. Witnefled by 
Richard Fletcher, vicar of Crambroke, and John Webb, 
of Frytenden. 

No fooner were they in prifon, but fir John Baker 
immediately fent certain of his men to their houfe, 
namely, John Dove, Thomas Belt, Thomas Linley, 
Percival Barber, with the aforefaid John Taylor, par- 
fon of Frytenden, and Thomas Henden, parfon of 
Staplehurft, to take an inventory of all the goods that 
were in the houfe: where they found in the bed ftraw 
a little cheft locked with a padlock, wherein they found 
a fackcloth bag of money, containing the fum of thir- 
teen or fourteen pounds, partly in gold and partly in 
lilver; which money after being told, and put in the 
bag again, they carried away with them. 

Belides alfo they found there certain books, as pfal- 
ters, bibles, and other writings : all which books, with 
the money, were delivered to the aforefaid prieft, Tho- 
mas Henden, parfon of Staplehurft, and afterwards in 
the fifth year of the reign of queen Elizabeth, it was 
by right law recovered from him again, as in records 
rcmaineth to be feen. 

Thus good Edmund Allin and his wife, being mali- 
cioufly accufed, wrongfully imprifoned, and cruelly 
robbed and fpoiled of all their goods, were brought, 
as is aforefaid, before fir John Baker, the juftice, to 
be examined; who taunting and reviling him without 
all mercy and pity, afked him if thofe were the fruits 
of his gofpel, to have conventicles to gather people to- 
gether, to make confpiracies to fow fedition and rebel- 
lion; and thus he began to reafon with him. 

A Conference between Sir JOHN BAKER, COLLINS, 
bis Chaplain, and EDMUND ALLIN. 

Saker.X 7f THO gave thee authority to preach and 
VV interpret? Art thou a prieft? Art thou 
admitted thereunto? Let me fee thy licence. 

Collins, fir John Baker's fchoolmafter, faid, Surely 
he is an arrant heretic, and worthy to be burned. 

Allin. If it plcafes your honour to permit me to 
anfwer in the caufc of my faith, I am perfuaded that 
God hath given me this authority, as he hath given to 
all other chriftians. Why are we called chriftians, if 
we do not follow Chrift, if we do not read his law, if 
we do not interpret it to others that have not fo much 
underftanding ? Is not Chrift our Father? Shall not 
the fon follow the father's fteps? Is not Chrift our 
matter? and fhall the fcholar be inhibited to learn and 
preach his precepts? Is not Chrift our Redeemer, and 
ihall not we praife his name, and ferve him who hath 
redeemed us from fin and damnation? Did not Chrift, 
when but twelve years of age, difpute with the doctors, 
and interpret the prophet Ifaiah? and yet, notwith- 
ftanding he was neither of the tribe of Levi, which 
were priefts, but of the royal tribe of Judah, neither 
had taken any outward priefthood; wherefore, if we 
be chriftians, we muft do the fame. 

Collins. Pleafe your honour, what a knave is this, 
that compareth himfelf with Chrift! 

Baker. Let him alone, he will pump out prefently 
an infinite number of herefies. Haft thou any more 
to fay for thyfelf ? 

Allin. Yea, that I have. Adam was licenfed of 
God, and Abraham was commanded to teach his chil- 
dren and pofterity, and fo David teacheth in divers 
Pfalms : and Solomon alfo preached to the| people, as 
the book of the preacher very well proveth, where he 
teacheth that there is- no immortal felicity in this life, 
but in the next. And Noah taught them that were 
difobedient in his days, and therefore is called « The 
eighth preacher of rightcoufnefs,". in the fecond epif- 
*'eof Peter. Alfo, in the nth chapter of Numbers, 
^'hcre Mofes had chofen feventy elders to help hirn. to 
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teach and rule the reft, Eldad and Medad preached in 
the tents, wherefore Jofhua being offended, complained 
to Mofes, that Eldad and Medad did preach without 
licence. To whom Mofes anfwered, and wifhed that 
all the people could do the like. Why fhould I be 
long? moft of the priefts were not of the tribe of Levi 
and Aaron. 

Collins. Thefe are authorities of the Old Teftament, 
and therefore abrogated; but thou art a fool, and 
knoweft no fchool-points. Is not the law divided into 
the law ceremonial, and judicial ? 

Allin. I grant that the ceremonies ceafed when 
Chrift came, as St. Paul proveth to the Hebrews, and 
to the Coloffians, where he faith, " Let no man judge 
you in any part of the Sabbath-day, new moon, or 
other ceremonies, which are figures of things to 
come : for Chrjft is the body." 

Collins. And are not the iudicials abrogated by 
Chrift? 

Allin. They are confirmed both by Chrift in the 
fifth chapter of Matthew, and by Paul in the firft epif- 
tle to Timothy. The law, faith he, is not fet forth 
for the virtuous and godly, but for man-flayers, per- 
jurers, adulterers, and fiich like. 

Collins. Thou art an heretic. Wilt thou call the 
judicials of Mofes again? Wilt thou have adultery 
punifhed with death ? difobedient children to their pa- 
rents to be ftoned? wilt thou have Legem Talionis? But 
thou art an afs. Why fhould I fpeak Latin to thee, 
thou erroneous rebel? fhali we now fmite out eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth? Thou art worthy to have thy 
teeth and tongue plucked out. 

Allin. If we had that law, we fhould neither have 
difobedient children, neither falfe witnefs bearers, nor 
ruffians, 

Baker. Mafter Collins, let us return to our firft 
matter. Why did you teach the people, whom you faid 
you had fed both bodily and fpiritually, being no prieft J 

Allin. Becaufe that we are all kings to rule our af- 
fections, priefts to preach out the virtues and word of 
God, as Peter writeth, and lively ftones to give light 
to others. For as out of flint ftones cometh forth that 
which is able to fet the world on fire; fo out of chrif- 
tians fhould fpring the beams of the gofpel, which 
fhould inflame all the world. If we muft give a reck- 
oning of our faith to every man, and now to you de- 
manding it, then muft we ftudy the fcriptufes, and 
pradtife them. What availeth it a man to have meat, 
and will cat none; and apparel, and will wear nonej 
or to have an occupation, and to teach none; or to be 
a lawyer, and to utter none ? Shall every artificer be 
fuffered, yea and commended to pradtife his faculty and 
fcience, and the chriftian forbidden to exercife his ? 
Doth not every lawyer pradtife his law? Is not every 
chriftian a follower of Chrift? Shall ignorance, which 
is condemned in allfciences, be praiftifed by chriftians? 
Doth not St. Paul forbid any man's fpirit to be quench- 
ed? Doth he prohibit any man that hath any of thefe 
gifts, which he repeateth, 1 Cor. xiv. to pradtife the 
fame? Only he forbiddeth women, but, no man. The 
Jews never forbad any. Read the Adts of the apoftles. 
And the reftraint was made by Gregory, the ninth pope 
of that name, as I heard a learned man preach in king 
Edward's days. 

Collins. This villain, pleafe your honour, is mad. 
By my priefthood, I believe that he will fay that a prieft 
hath no more authority than another man. Doth not 
a prieft bind and loofe? 

Allin. No, my fin bindeth me, and my repentance 
loofeth. God forgiveth fin only, and no prieft. For 
every chriftian, when he finneth, bindeth himfelf, and 
when he repenteth, loofeth himfelf. And if any other 
be loofed from his fin by my exhortation, I am faid to 
loofe him ; and if he perfevere in fin notwithstanding 
my exhortation, I am faid to bind him, although it, is 
God that bindeth, and loofeth, and givcth the increafe. 
Therefore, faith Chrift, Matth. xviii. " Whcrcfoevcr 
•two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midft of chetn; and .whofe foever fins they 
forgive, they are forgiven, and whofc foever they rc- 
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tain, -they arc retained." Neither hath the pope any 
keys,' fave the keys of error } for the key that openeth 
the lock to God's myfteries and falvation, is the key 
of faith and repentance. And as I have heard teamed 
men rcafon, St. Auftin, Origcri, and others, arc of this 
opinion. 

Then they reviled him, and laid him in the flocks all 
night: wherewith fome that were better minded, being 
offended with fuch extremity, defired Allin to keep his 
confcicnce to himfelf, and to follow Baruch's courifel, 
in the iixth chapter. " Wherefore when ye fee the 
multitude of people worfhipping them, behind and 
before, fay ye in your hearts, O Lord, it is thou that 
ought only to be worftiipped." 

Wherewith he was perfuaded to go to hear mafs the 
next day, and fuddehly before the facring, .went out 
and conlidered in the church-yard with himfelf, 'that 
fuch a little cake between the prieft's fingers could not 
be Chrift, nor a material body, neither to have foul, 
life, imews, bones, flefh, legs, head, arms, nor breaft, 
and lamented that he was feduced by the words of Ba- 
ruch, which his confeience told him was no fcripture, 
or elfe had another meaning: after this he was brought 
again before fir John Baker, who afked why he refufed 
to worfliip tile blefied facrament of the altar. 

Allin. It is an idol. 

Collins. It is God's body. 

Allin. It is nor. . 

Collins. By the mafs it is. 
"Allin. It is bread. 

Collins. How prbveft thou that? 

Allin. When Chrift fat at his fupper, arid' gave 
them bread to eat. ' 

Collins. Bread, knave'? 

Allin. Yes, bread, which you call Chrift's body. 
$at he ftill' at the table, or was he both in their mouths 
and at the table? If he was in their mouths, and at the 
table, then had he two bodies, or elfc he had a fahtafj 
tical bfedy ; which 'is an abfurdity, 

Bakek Chrift's. . body was glorified, and might be 
in rrioi-e places than one. 

Allin. Then he had more bodies than one, by your 
own placing of Him,. 

Collins. Thou ignorant afs, the fchoolmen fay, that 
a glorified, body may be every where. 

Allin. If his body was not glorified till it rofe 
again, then \v'as it not glorified at his laft fupper; and 
therefore was not at the table, and in their mouths by 
your own reafon.. 

Collins. A glorified body occupieth no place. 
.' Allin. That which occupieth no place, is neither 
God nor any thing clfe: but Chrift's body, you fay, 
occupieth no place; therefore it is neither God, nor 
any thing elfe. . If it be nothing, then is your reli- 
gion nothing. If it be God, then have we four in 
one Trinity, which is the perfon of the Father, of the 
Son, of the Holy Ghoft, the human nature of Chrift. 
If •Chrift be nothing, which you muft needs confefs, 
if he occupieth no place, then is our ftudy vain, our 
faith fruftrate, and our hope without reward. 

Collins. This rebel will believe nothing but, fcrip- 
ture. How knovveft thou that it is the fcripture but 
by the church? and fo faith St. Auftin. ' 

Allin. I cannot tell what St. Auftin faith, but I am 
perfuaded that it is fcripture, by divers arguments : 
Firft, that the law worketh in me my condemnation. 
The law telleth mc, that of royfelf I am damned ; 
and this damnation, Mr.. Collins, you muft find in 
yourfelf, or elfe you ihall never come to repentance. 
For as this grief and forrow of confeience, without 
faith, is delperation ; fo is a glorious and Romilh 
faith, without the lamentation of a man's fins, pre- 
lumption. 

The fecond is the gofpel, which is the power and 
Spirit of God. «• This Spirit (faith St. Paul} certi- 
fieth my fpirit that I am the fon of God, and that' 
thefe are the fcriptures.." 

The third are the wonderful works of God, which 
caufc mc to believe that there" is a God, though we 
glorify him not as God, Roni. i. The fun, the 
moon, the fiars, and other his works (as David dif- 



courfeth in Pfal. xix.) declare that there is a God, and 
that thefe are the fcriptures, becaufe that they teach 
nothing elfc but God and his power, majefty and 
might; and becaufe the fcripture teacheth nothing 
difagreeing from this prefcription of nature. And 
fourthly, becaufe that the word of God gave authority 
to the church in paradife, faying, that the feed of the 
woman mould break down the ferpent's head. This 
feed is the gofpel; this is alt the fcriptures, and by 
this we are aflured of eternal life; and thefe words, 
"The feed of the woman fhall break the ferpent's 
head," gave authority to the church, and not the 
church to the word. 

'Baker. I heard fay that you fpake againft priefts 
arid bifhbps. '•'-•' y 

; Allin. I fpake for them ; for now they have fo much 
living, and efpecially biftiops, archdeacons, arid deans, 

that they "neither can nor will teach God's word. If 
■they-had a hundred pounds a-piece, then would they 

apply their ftudy; now they cannot for their affairs. 
.Collins. Who will then fet his children to fchool? 
Allin:, • Where there is now one fet to fchool for that 

end, th'^rc would be forty ; becaufe that one bifhop's 

living divided into thirty or forty parts, would find fo 

many; men, as well learned as the bilhops now are who 

have all' this living; neither had Peter or Paul any fuch 

revenue. 

Baker. Let us difpatch him.; he will mar all. 

" Collins. If every man had a hundred pounds, as he 

faith, it would make more learned men. 

Baker. But our. bifhbps would be. angry, if that 

ttievyknew it. 

■'Allin'. It would be for the common good to have 
fuch' 'bilhoprics divided, for the further increafe of 
learning. 1 ,''''' 

Baker. What fayeft thou to the facrament? 

Allin. As I faid before. 

Baker. Away with him. 

Then he was carried to prifon, and afterward burn- 
ed. And thus, much concerning the particular ftory 
of Edmund Allin and his w'ife: who, with the five 
other martyrs above named, being feven, were burned 
atMaidftone, the 1 8th of June, 1557. 



Another Story of like Cruelty, /hewed upon three Men and 
four Women, who were burnt at Canterbury. 

AMONG fuch infinite feas of trouble in thefe 
moft dangerous days, who can with-hold from 
tears to fee the madding rage of thefe pretended catho- 
lics, who being never fatisfied with blood to maintain 
their carnal kingdom, prefume fo highly to violate the 
precife law of God's commandments, in flaying the 
limple poor lambs of the glorious congregation of Jc- 
fus Chrift, and that for the true teftimony of a good 
confeience, in confeffing the immaculate gofpel of 
their falvation? What heart will not lament the mur- 
dering mifchief of thefe men, who for want of work 
do fo wrack their time on filly poor women, whofe 
weaknefs the more ftrength it lacketh by natural im- 
perfection, the .more it ought to be helped, or at leaft 
pitied, and not opprefTed of men that be 'ftrongcr, 
and efpecially of priefts that fliould be charitable. 

But bleffed be the Lord Omnipotent, who fuperna- 
turally hath indued from above fuch weak creatures 
with fuch manly fortitude, fo conftantly to withftand 
the u'ttermoft extremity of thefe rriercilefs perfecutors : 
as he did before ftrengthen the mother of the feven fons 
in the Maccabees, and as he hath done lince with divers 
other godly women in our days, partly before mention- 
ed, and partly hereafter, as may appear by the martyr- 
dom of the feven following, four women arid three men, 
burnt together at Canterbury the 30th of the laid 
month of June, 1557, w hofe names are thefe — 
John Fiflicock, Bradbridgc's widow, 

Nicholas White, Wilfon's wife, 

- Nicholas Pardue, Benden's wife. 

Barbara Final,' widow, 

As it would be tedious exactly and particularly to re- 
late the feveral ftories of every one of thefe mart} is, lo 
I cannot 
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I cannot pafs over untouched the cruel and unchriftian 
handling of Alice Benden during her imprifonment, 
according as I have received by the faithful relation of 
them who were heft acquainted with her, and partly 
alfo fome doers in the matter, being her own natural 
brethren. The ftory is thus: 

Alice Benden, wife of Edward Benden, of the pa- 
rifh of Staplehurft, in the county of Kent, was firft 
brought before Mr. Roberts, of Cranbroke, in the faid 
county, the 14th of October, 1556, of whom fhe was 
demanded why fhe would not go to the church ? To 
which (he anfwercd, that Ihe could not do fo with a 
good and clear confcience, becaufc there was much 
idolatry committed againft the glory of God. For 
which, with many mocks and taunts, {he was fisnt to 
prifon, where ihe lay fourteen days: and ort the 20th 
of October, her hufband required his neighbours, the 
wealthy men of Staplehurft, to write to the bifhop of 
Dover, who had the chief government of the tyranni- 
cal fword in Kent for thole days, which they did, de- 
firing him to fend her home. 

Wherefore the bifhop called her before him, and 
afked her if fhe would go home, and go to the church. 
Whereunto fhe anfwered, If I would have fo done, I 
need not to have come hither. Then wilt thou go 
home, and be confefied by thy parifh prieft? And fhe 
faid, No, that fhe would not. 

Well, faid he, go thy ways home, and go to the 
church when thou wilt. To which fhe anfwered no- 
thing. But a prieft that flood by, faid, She faith fhe 
will, my lord. Wherefore he let her go, and fhe came 
home forthwith. 

On the Saturday following her hufband defired her 
to go to the church; which fhe refufed to do: where- 
fore, on the Sunday fortnight after, he going to the 
church, came into the company of divers inhabitants 
of the fame parifh ; among whom, through his foolifh 
talk and behaviour, he procured her to be fent to fir 
John Gilford, who commanded her to prifon again : 
yea, and .the more to utter his own fhame, they faid 
her hufband took money of the conftable to carry her 
to prifon, the price of his wife's blood, meaning in- 
deed to carry her to prifon himfelf. But ihe having 
much more care of his honeft and good report, than 
tie had regard (as it is eafy to fee} of his own infamy, 
and no lefs afhamed of his unnatural doings, chofe ra- 
ther to commit herfelf willingly into the hands of her . 
enemies, than that the world fhould bear witnefs 
againft her hufband of fo wicked a fade. Wherefore 
ihe went to the conftable, defiring him to go with her: 
but he anfwered that he could not; yet he granted her 
his boy to go with her, with whom Ihe went to prifon, 
namely, Canterbury caftle, according to commandment. 

Here one thing is worthy to be noted, that while fhe 
was in this prifon, ihe pradlifed with a fellow-prifoner, 
the wife of one Potkin, to live both of them on two- 
pence halfpenny a day, to try thereby how well they 
could fuftain penury and hunger, before they were put 
to it. For they had heard, that when they fhould be 
removed from thence to the bifhop's prifon, their al- 
lowance fhould be but three farthings apiece a day: 
and did indeed both folive for 14 days before fhe was 
removed. 

The 22d of January following, her hufband went 
again to the bifhop, defiring him to deliver his wife 
out of prifon; but he faid fhe was an obftinate heretic, 
and would not be reformed, and therefore faid that he 
could not deliver her. 

Then faid he, My lord, fhe hath a brother, whole 
name is Roger Hall, who reforteth unto her. If your 
lordfhip could keep him from her, fhe would turn; for 
he comfortcth her, giveth her money, and perfuadeth 
her not to return or relent. 

This caution was no fooner given, but it was as 
quickly taken, and as cruelly put in execution. For 
the bifhop commanding her upon the fame to a prifon 
called Monday's Hole, he gave a ftridl charge, that 
if at any time her brother came, he ihould be appre- 
hended. 

No. 49. 



This prifon was within a court where the prebend's, 
chambers were, being a vault beneath the ground, and 
before the window inclofcd with a pale about four feet 
and an half high, and three feet diftance from the 
fame; fo that ihe looking from beneath, might only 
fee fuch as ftood at the pale. After this, her brother 
fought often for her, with no lefs danger of life than 
diligence. But, for the unknown fituation of the 
place, it being but feldom ufed as a prifon, and the 
matter clofely kept, he could never underftand that fhe 
was there, until, through God's merciful will and un- 
fearchable providence, he coming thither early in the 
morning, her keeper being gone to the church to 
ring, happened to hear her voice, as flic was pouring 
out her fdrrowful complaints unto God, faying the 
Pfalms of David: and he could not relieve her, only 
by putting money in a loaf of bread, and flicking the 
fame on a pole, and fo reached it to her; for neither 
with meat nor drink could he fuftain her. And this 
was five weeks after her coming thither, in all which 
time no creature was known to come at her more than 
her keeper. 

Her lying in that prifon'was only upon a little ftraw 
between a pair of flocks and a ftone wall ; being al- 
lowed three farthings a day, that is, one half-penny for 
bread, and a farthing f >r drink, neither could ihe get 
any more for her money. Wherefore fhe defir-d to 
have her whole allowance in bread, and ufed water for 
her drink. Thus did fhe lie nine weeks. During all 
which time fhe never changed her apparel ; whereby 
at laft fhe became a very piteous and loathfome crea- 
ture to behold. 

At her firft coming into this place fhe did grievoufly 
bewail, with great forrow and lamentation, and reafon- 
ed with herfelf, why her Lord God did fuffer her with 
fuch heavy jufticc to be fequeftered from her loving 
fellows into fuch extreme mifery. 

In thefe dolorous mournings did fhe continue, till on 
a night as ihe was in her forrowful fupplication, re- 
heariing this verfe of the Pfalm, " Why art thou fo 
heavy, O my foul ?" And again, «« The right hand 
of the Moll High can change all :" Ihe received 
comfort in the midft of her mifery, and after that con- 
tinued very joyful till her delivery from the fame. 

About the 25th of March, in the year 1557, fhe was 
called before the bifhop, who demanded of her, whether 
fhe would now go home, and to the church or no, pro- 
mifing her great favour, if fhe would be reformed and 
do as they did. 

To whom fhe anfwered, I am thoroughly perfuaded, 
by the great extremity that you have already fhewed 
me, that you are not of God, neither can your doings 
be godly : and I fee that you feek my utter deftruc- 
tion ; fhewing how lame fhe was by hunger and cold, 
while fhe lay in the difmal prifon, whereby fhe was not 
able to move without great pain. 

Then the biihop delivered her from that filthy hole, 
and fent her to Weft-gate, where being kept clean, her 
fkin did peel and fcale off, as if ihe had been poifoned 
by fome mortal venom. Here fhe continued till the 
latter end of April, when fhe was called before them, 
and with others condemned, and committed to a prifon 
called the Caftle, where fhe lay till the 19th of June, 
and then refigned her life in the flames. 

When flie was at the ftake, fhe threw her handker- 
chief to one John Banks, requiring him to keep it in 
memory of her ; and from her middle fhe took a white 
lace, which fhe gave to the keeper, defiring him to give 
the fame to her brother Roger Hall, and to tell him, 
that it was the laft band that fhe was bound with, ex- 
cept the chain. A fhilling. alfo, of Philip and Mary, 
ihe took forth, which her father had bent' and fent her 
when fhe was firft fent to prifon, defiring that her faid 
brother fhould with obedient falutation render the 
fame to her father again, and fhew him that it was the 
firft piece of money that he fent her after her troubles 
began, which (as fhe protefted) fhe had kept, and , 
now fent to let him underftand, that fhe never wanted 
money while ihe watf in prifon. 

7 C Alice 
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Alice Benden, and the other five before mentioned, 
were burnt at the fame tjme. Being brought to the 
place of martyrdom, they undreficd themfelves joy- 
fully at the fire, and being ready, they all feven (like 
the communion of faints) kneeled down, and made 
their humble prayers to the Lord with fuch zeal and 
affection, as even the enemies of the crofs could not 
but like it. When they had made invocation together, 
they arofe and went to the ftake, where being foon 
encompaficd with horrible flames of fire, they yielded 
their fouls and lives glorioufly into the hands of the 
Lord. 

This Bradbridge's wife had two children, the one 
named Patience, the other Charity, and when (he was 
condemned by the bifhop, (he defired (if (lie muft 
needs be burnt) that he would take PaLience and Cha- 
rity (meaning her two children) and keep them. 
Nay, quoth the biftiop, by the faith of my body, I 
will meddle with neither of them. 



MATTHEW PLA1SE, of the pariftt of Stone, in 
the county of Kent, weaver, and a faithful 
chriftian, being apprehended and imprifoned in the 
caftle of Canterbury, was brought to examination in 
the year 1557, before Thornton, biftiop of Dover, 
archdeacon Harpsfield, commiflary Collins, and other 
inquifitors, in the following manner : 

Bijhop. Art thou of the diocefe of Canterbury, 
and where dwelled thou ? 

Plaife. I am of the parifti of Stone, in Kent, and 
fubjedt to the king and queen of England. 

Bijhop. Thou wert indicted by twelve men at the 
feflions of Alhford, for herefy. 

Plaife. That is fooner faid than proved. 
Bifhop. I have fpoken the truth, . and can prove it. 
Plaife. I defire to hear it, and then I will anfwer 
to it. 

Bijhsp. No, no; you (hall anfwer to the article, 



ford, and therefore you have nothing to lay to my 
charge : but now I perceive you go about to lay a net 
to have my blood. 

Harpsfield. Peace, peace; we do not defire thy 
blood, but we are glad to hear thou art no heretic, 
[with many other flattering words] yet thou art fuf- 
pected of herefy ; and if thou wilt be content to con- 
fefs how thou doft believe concerning thefe articles, 
we (hall gladly teach thee. 

Plaife. I do not think fo, for I talked with one of 
your doctors, and after long talk, he would needs 
know how I believed in the facrament, and I recited 
unto him the text, and becaufe I would not make my 
expofition to him upon it, he would teach me nothing: 
yet I prayed him, for my inftrudtion, to write his 
mind, and if it were the truth I would believe him 
and this I defired of him for the love of God, but i 
would not be. 

Harpsfield. I dare fwcar upon a book, that it is no 

fo. 

• Plaife. Nay, I can prove it to be true. 
Harpsfield. I will tell thee the truth [and he flood 
' up with a long procefs], I am fure that the fame doc- 
tor doth believe as I do. 

Plaife. How do you know that ? Seeing St. Paul 
doth fay, That no man knoweth what is in man, but 
the Spirit which dwelleth in him: but if you knew 
what Chrift meant by thefe words, " I require mercy 
and not facrifice," Matthew xii. you would not kill in- 



Bi/hop. I charge thee, in the name of the king and 
queen and the lord cardinal, to anfwer yea or nay to 
the articles. 

Plaife. I command you, in the name of Him who 
(hall come in flaming fire with his mighty angels. 



render vengeance to the difobedient, and to all thofe 
that believe not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
who (hall be puniflied with everlafting damnation that 
you (hall fpeak nothing but the truth grounded upon 
Chrift and his apoftles, and then I will anfwer you, or 

Bijhop. Unlefs thou wilt anfwer to every article I 
will immediately condemn thee. ' 
_ Plaife. Well, if you do, you (hall be guilty of my 
blood, and prove yourfelf a murderer. 

Then the archdeacon took the articles in his hand 
and read the fecond article, which was, That I was a 
chriftian man, and did believe in their mother the ca. 
tholic church, and the determination thereof. 

Plaife. I am a chriftian man indeed, and therefore 
you have nothing againft me. 

Harpsfield. What fayeft thou to the catholic church, 
which hath fo long continued, except it were nine or 

n years, that this herefy hath fprung up in this 

Plaife. No man can accufe me of any thing fpoken 
againft the catholic church of Chrift. 

Bijhop. Doft thou not believe the creed? 

Plaife. Yes verily, I believe my creed, and all that 

written in the Teftament of Chrift, with the reft of 
the fcriptures. 

Bifhop. Thou doft confefs that there is a catholic 
church, lam glad of that; but tell me, are the king 
and queen of that church, or no? 

Plaife. Well, now I perceive you go about to be 
both mine accufer and alfo my judge, contrary to all 
right. I confefs Chrift hath a church upon earth, 
which is built upon the apoftles and prophets, Chrift 
being the head thereof; and as touching the king and 
queen, I anfwer, I have nothing to do with any man's 
faith but mine own s neither came I hither to judge, 
for I judge not myfelf, but the Lord muft judge me. 

Bifhop. Is there no part of that church here- in 
England ? 

Plaife. Well, I perceive you would fain have fome- 
thing to lay to my charge. I will tell you where 5 
Chrift faith, Where two or three be gathered together 
in his name, there is he in the midft of them. 

Then the archdeacon flood up with his mocks, to 
put iiie out of countenance, and faid to the people tlui 
I had no wit, but that 1 thought all they were deceived 
fo long time, and that half a dozen of us (hould have 
the truth in a corner, and that all they (hould be de- 
ceived, with fuch . like taunts and mocks ; but would 
not fuffer me to fpeak one word. Then he read the ar- 
ticle of the facrament, and faid I denied the real pre- 
sence to be in the facrament after it was once confe- 
crated, and that I faid, Chrift's body was in heaven, 
and no where elfe, and that the bread was nothing but a 
lign, token, or remembrance. 

Plaife. You have to (hew where and what my words 
were. 

Hereof we talked a great while. 

At laft the bifliop was fo angry, that he charged me, 
in the names of the king, queen, and cardinal, before 
the mayor and his brethren, taking them to witnefs, 
if 1 did not fay yea, or nay, he would condemn 
me. 

Then faid I, Seeing you have nothing to accufe me 
of, why (hould I anfwer ? .« 

Then the archdeacon faid I was guilty, and that I 
was like a thief at the bar, who would not confefs his 
fault becaufe his accufers were not prefent; with a 
great many more words, and would not let me open 
my mouth againft him. 

Then I faw whereabouts they went, gathering to 
anfwer them by the word, or elfe I think they would 
have condemned me for holding of my peace; and 
this was my beginning, I believe that Chrift took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and gave it to his difciples, and faid, " Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given for you ; this do in 
remembrance of me7" 

Harpsfield: Doft thou believe that Chrift meant 
even as he faid? 

Plaife- 
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Plaife. Chrift was no diffembler, but he fpake the 
very truth. 

Harpsjield. Thou haft very well faid, we will take 
no advantage of thy words. 

Then he praifed me with many words, going about 
to prove his body real and fubftantial, and laid, Chrift 
called himfelf bread: and this to prove, when Chrift 
faid, " This is my body;" the bread was his body, faid 
he, indeed, real and fubftantial, not fo long and fo 
big as it hung on the crofs, as the Capernaite "' 
think; but we eat it, as man's weak nature ca.. «... 
Chrift. Therefore when he had faid, « This is my 
body," the bread was his body in very deed. 

Plaife. What did Chrift mean by thefe words, 
" Which is given for you?" 

Harpsjield. Chrift fpake that by the bread alfo. 

Plaife. Is Chrift's body made of bread? Was bread 
given for our redemption ? Or was the bread crucified 
for us, or not ? 

Harpsjield. . No, by St. Mary, I fay not fo. 

Plaife. You have faid the truth indeed, and even 
as 1 believe. 

Then he ftood up with a great many words, and 
faid, that I thought it but bare bread ftill, as other 
bread is ; but he was fure Chrift called it his body, 
and then it was his body indeed , for he would believe 
Chrift. " 

When he had fpoken his pleafure by me, thinking 
to have condemned me by the law, 1 faid, he had 
not judged right of me, for I had not fo fpoken, bi 
did believe the words of Chrift as well as he, and « 
much as he could prove by the word. 
Harpsjield. What doft thou fay it is ? 
Plaife. I do believe it was that which he gave them. 
Harpsjield. What was that? 
Plaife. That which he brake. 
Harpsfield. What did he break? 
Plaife. That which he took. 
Harpsjield. What did he take? 
Plaife. The text faith, « He took bread." 
Harpsfield. Well then, thou fayeft it was but bread 
that his difciples did eat, by thy reafon. 

Plaife. Thus much I fay, Look, what he gave 
them, they did eat it indeed. 

Harpsjield. Why, then, was not that his body 
which they did eat ? 
Plaife. It was that which he brake. 
Harpsjield. Well, I perceive thy meaning well 
enough; for thou doft think it is but bread ftill, and 
that he was not able to make it his body. 
Plaife. That is your expofition upon my mind. 
Harpsjield. What didft thou receive when thou 
oidft receive laft? 

Plaife. I do believe that I did eat Chrift's flcfti, and 
drink his blood; for he faith, « My flefti is meat in- 
deed, and my blood is drink indeed." 

Then he faid, I had anfwered well, thinking to 
nave had fome advantage over me, and prayed me to 
tell him how I did eat Chrift's flefh, and drink his blood. 
r 1 .^ en 1 fald » I muft anfwer you by the word which 
thrift faith, " He that eateth my flefti and drinketh 
my blood, dwelleth in me and I in him." 

Then he faced out the matter with fophiftry, and 
laid I did eat Chrift as that church was in his eye, 
with many fuch mocks, but would not let me anfwer 
one word. 

Commifiary Collins then afked me, if I did not re- 
member Sr. Paul, who rebuked the Corinthians for 
tneir evil behaviour, and becaufe they made no diffe • 
fence of the Lord's body, and brought in to prove 
ms matter, how he called himfelf bread in the 6th of 
John. So Paul faith, " So oft as ye eat of this bread, 
(meaning Chrift's body) unworthily, ye eat and drink 
your own damnation, becaufe ye make no difference 
ot the Lord's body." For thus faith Chrift, « The 
oread that I will give you is my flefti." Now it is no 
oread, but it is his flefti. And thus he alledgcd every 
fenpture falfe, to make up the-matter. 

Plaife. . I believe the words of St. Paul very well 
e ver» as he hath fpoken them. For thus -he faith, « He' 



that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink- 
eth his own damnation, becaufe he maketh no diffe- 
rence of the Lord's body." ' 

Collins. What is the caufe that he eateth his own 
damnation ? 

Plaife. St. Paul declarcth it plainly with thefe 
words, « If ye had judged yourfelves, ye Ihould not 
have been judged of the Lord." 

Harpsjield. I marvel that you will not fay, that he 
called the bread his body, feeing Cranmer, Ridley, and 
.Latimer, with many others, called it his body. 

Plaife. You have condemned them as heretics, and 
you would have me fay with them, becaufe you would 
kill me. 

Harpsjield. In that they faid it was his body, they 
faid the truth. 1*1 

Plajfe. Wherefore were they killed, feeing they 
faid the truth. 5 ' 

Bifhop. I had all their anfwers, and they did not 
believe as they faid. For they faid Chrift called ic his 
body, but it was not his natural body : but thou (halt 
anfwer me by-and-by, whether it be his body or not, 
or elfe I will anger thee. 

Plaife. I have anfwered you by the word already, 
and I believe it alfo ; therefore if you condemn me for 
that, my life is not dear unto me, and I am f-ire you 
Ihall not efcape unpuniftied ; for God will be revenged 
on fuch murderers. 

Then the archdeacon intreated me to be ruled by 
him, and take mercy while it was offered; for if I 
were condemned, I muft needs be burned. Yet he 
would not fay but my foul might be faved ; with many 
more words, and defired me that I would believe him, 
*°r he would fpeak the truth: beginning with how 
Chrift fed five thoufand people with four loaves, and 
how he turned the water into wine; even fo Chrift 
took bread and bleft it, and when he had done, he 
brake it, and faid, « This is my body," and then he 
commanded them to eat it : and therefore it muft 
needs be his body. 

Plaife. I defire you to fpeak the text right, or elfc 
I will not believe you. 

Then archdeacon Harpsfield ftood up, and put oft* 
his cap, and thanked me for teaching of him, and 
faid, 1 was a ftubborn fellow, and took fcorn to be 
taught. 

Plaife. I ought to hold you accurfed, if you teach 
do&rine contrary to Chrift and his apoftles. 

Harpsjield. Do you believe that Chrift gave that he 
took or not ? 

Plaife. I do believe as much as can be proved by 
the kripture, and more I will not believe. 

Then he began with Mofes's rod, how God com- 
manded him to lay it down, and i: was turned into a ■ 
ferpent. Seeing that this was by Mofes being but a 
m an, how much more Chrift, being both God and 
an, took one thing and gave to his difciples another ? 

Plaife. Your comparifon is nothing like, for Mo- 
fes's rod when it was laid down, he faw that it was 
turned into a very ferpent indeed ; but in this facra- 
ment no man can fee either quality or yet quantity to 
be changed. 

Bifhop. Your opinion and faith is like unto the Ca- 
pernaites. 

Plaife. Yours is more like their opinion than mine. 

Then Harpsfield aflccd me, whether Chrift took not 
one thing and gave another? 

Plaife. What he brake he gave unto them, and 
bade them eat; and no other anfwer will 1 make, con- 
trary to the word. 

Then the archdeacon faid, he marvelled why I would 
not believe them, feeing this learning had continued 
1500 years: neither yet did . fay, as others had before, . 
how Chrift did call it his body. 

Plaife. When Cranmer, who was here bifhop, was 
in authority, he faid, he held the truth, and comrra ided 
us to believe him, and hath given his life for his opinion, 
and would you have me believe you, becaufe you fay yqu 
hold the truth? That which makes me believe chiefly, 
is the fcripture, which I am fure is the truth indeed. 
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Plaife. If you do not now fpeak the truth, I am 
fure you have fpoke the truth: [for he had before 
preached do&rine contrary to this.] 

Then the reft of my articles were read; which x 
anfwered, and in every article he had up this breaden 
god. And they fent for a lighted candle, and I 
thought they would have condemned rhe, but God 
would not fufFer their cruel hearts to have their plea- 
fure then: blefled be his name for evermore, Amen. 

Then the archdeacon was angry, and began to chide 
me, becaufe I would not defire a day of the bifliop, 
and find, I was a naughty ftubborn fellow, and that it 
had been my duty to have defired him to have been 
good to me, that I might have a day. 

Plaife. I have* fpoken the truth; and therefore 
will not afk him for a day, except he would give me a 
day of his own mind. 

Then the commiflary'faid, Doft thou not think that 
thou mayelt be deceived, feeing he may be deceived 
. that hath gone to ftudy all the days of his life? 

Plaife. Yea, I might be deceived in that I was a 
man; but I was fure God's word could not be de- 
ceived. 

T J 1 ^ n J th( l commifl ary prayed me to be content, and 
conferred that I might learn; and faid, they would 
be glad to teach me. 

A /a !f\ 1 Wil1 be as glad to Iearn as an y -man. 
thin thCy r ° fe UP ' and Went aWay * favin S no- - 

What became of this Matthew Plaife" afterwards, 
whether he died in prifon, or was executed, or deli- 
vered, I have as yet no certain knowledge. 



The Hiftory of TEN MARTYRS, u.bo were hunt in 
one Eire at Lewes. 

IN the town of Lewes, on the aad of, June, the ten 
following perfons fuffered in one fire. 
Richard Woodman, George Stevens, William Mai- 
nard Alexander Hofman, his fervant, Thomafin 
Wood, Mainard's maid, Margery Moris, James Mo- 
ns^her fon, Denis Burgis, Aihdon's wife, and Grove's 

Of which number Richard Woodman was the firth 
who by his occupation was an iron-maker, dwelling 
in the panfo of Warbleton, in the county of Suflex, 
anddiocefeof Chichefter, about- the age of ,o years 
The occafion of his firft apprehenfion was this • 

There was one Fairebanke, who had fometime been 
a married pneft, and ferved the cure of Warbleton 
where he had often perfuaded the people not to credit 
any other dodtrine but that which he, then preached, 
taught and fet forth in king Edward's days. And af- 
H. er J a ™? , ln the beginning of queen Mary's reign, the 
fa.d Fairbanke preached contrary to that which he 
had before taught. 

Whereupon Richard Woodman hearing him preach 
fo contrary to himfelf, admonifhed him of his incon- 
ftancy, how before time he had taught them one 
thing, and now another, and defired him to teach them 
the truth. For which words he was apprehended, and 
brought before Mr. John Afhburnham, Mr. Tonfton 
Mr. Culpepper, and Mr. Roberts, juftices of the 
peace in the county of Suflex, and by them commit- 
ted to the King.'s-Bench, where he continued from 
June, the ipace almoft of a year and a half; and from 
thence was transferred by Dr. Story into bifliop Bon- 
ner's- Coal-houfe, where he remained a month before 
he came to examination. 

At length, the fame day, when Mr. Philpot was 
burned winch was the x8th of December, he with 
four other prifoners was fet at liberty by bifliop Bon- 
ner. Notwithftanding (hortly after he was fought for 
again, and at laft taken by means of his father^ bro- 
ther, and other friends, and was fent up again to bifhoo 
Bonner, where he remained in the Coal-houfe eight 



weeks. He was there fix times examined, and twe„ 
ty-fix times before; fo that his examinations tere "" 
all thirty-two, from his apprehenfion to his conTem 
nation. And as the matter is fomewhat ftranee ™T 
will perhaps fcarce find credit upon mv narrari, 8 ,, ? 
them who deny all things that do not 'Se th^ 
you fhall hear himfelf Fpeak and teffify^hofe 
manner of his troubles, and alfo his own examine 
tions, recorded by himfelf as follows : exa m>na- 

A true Certificate written by RICHARD WOODMAN 
of his Apprehenfion and Imprifonment, and bo~, A 
was there nfed, till be was brought before the Bin,™ t 

GENTLE reader, you will here perceive how the 
fcnptures be partly fulfilled on me, being one of 

ftand, that fince I was delivered out of the bifliop of 
London's hands in the year 1555, and the fame day 
that Mr. Philpot was burned, which was the 1 8th of 
December, I lay in his Coal-houfe eight weeks, want 
ing a'day; and before that I was almoft a year and a 
half in the King's-Bench after my firft apprehenfion 
w r ^P r ° V,ng I P rea T cher in the P ul P>t. in the parifh of 
Warbleton, where I dwelt. Wherefore I was at two 
feflions before I was fent to prifon, and carried to two 
more while 1 was in prifon, twice before the bifliop of 
Chichefter, and five times before the commifljoners • 
and then fent to Bonner's Coal-houfe, and many times 
called before him, as it appearcth by my examinations 
which I have written. 

And it pleafed God to deliver me with four more 
out of the. butcher's hands, requiring nothing elfe of 
us but that we ftiould be honeft men, and members of 
the true catholic church that was built upon the pro- 
phets and apoftles, Chrift being the true head of the 
church; to which we all affirmed, that we were mem- 
bers of the true church, and purpofed by God's help 
therein to die. And hereupon we were delivered - 
but he ordered us many times to fpeak well of him'. 
And no doubt he was worthy to be praifed, becaufe he 
had been fo faithful a fervant in his matter the devil's" 
bufinefs. For he had burnt good Mr. Philpot the fame 
morning, in whofc blood his heart was fo drunken (as 
I fuppofed) that he could not tell what he did, as it 
appeared to us both before and after. For but two 
days before he promifed us that we ftiould be con- 
demned that fame day that we were delivered ; yea, 
and the morrow after that he had delivered us he 
fought for fome of us again, yea, and that earneftly. 
He waxed dry, after his great drunkennefs, wherefore 
he is like to have blood to drink in hell, as he is wor- 
thy, if he repent it not fpeedily. The Lord turn all 
their hearts, if it be his will. 

This have I written, chiefly to certify to all people 
how we were delivered, becaufe many carnal gofpellers 
andpapifts have faid, that it was prefcribed that we 
fliould be fo delivered, becaufe they think that God is 
fubject to man, and not man to God : for if they did 
they would not blafpheme him as they do, or if they 
thought they ftiould give an account for it. Have not 
many of them read how God delivered Ifrael out of 
Egypt, and Daniel out of the lion's den ? Shadrach, 
Melhach, and Abednego, out of the burning oven? 
with divers other fuch like examples; yea God is the 
fame God that he was then : he is no older, nor lefs in 
power, as fome count him, in wondering at his 
works. Now to the matter. 

After I was delivered, the papifts faid, that I had 
confented" to them, whereof they made themfelves 
glad j -which was the leaft part of my thought, (I 
praifc God for it) as they well perceived, and knew 
the contrary in a ftiort time: for I went from parifh to 
panfti, and talked with them, to the number of 
thirteen or fourteen, and that of the chiefeft in 
all the country; and 1 angered them fo, that they 
with the commiffioners complained of me to the 
lord chamberlain that was, then to the queen, fir 
John 
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John Gage, fhewing him that I baptized children, and 
married people, with many fuch lies, to bring me into 
their hands again. Then the commiffioners fent out 
certain citations td bring me to the court. Tne lord 
chamberlain had directed out three or four warrants for 
me, that if I had xome there I fliould have been at- 
tached and immediately fent to prifon ; which was not 
God's will, for I had warning of their lying in wait for 
me, and went not thither, but fent my deputy, and he 
brought me word that the bailiffs waited for me there ; 
but they miffed of their prey for that time, whereup- 
on they were difpleafed. 

Then within three days after, my lord fent three of 
his men to me, whofe names were Dean, Jeffrey, and 
Francis.. I being at plough with my folks, right in ' 
the way as they were coming to my houfe, leaft mif- 
trufting them of all others, came and fpake to them, 
afking them how they did. And they faid they ar- 
retted me in the names of the king and queen, and 
that I molt go with them to their mafter the lord 
chamberlain. Which words made my flefh to tremble 
and quake, being fuddenly furprifcd. But I anfwered 
them that I would go with them, and defired that they 
would go with me to my houfe, that I might break my 
faft, and put on fome other apparel; and they faid I 
fliould. Then I remembered myfelf, and faid in my 
heart, Why am I thus afraid? they can lay no evil to 
my chaige. If they kill me for well doing, I may 
think myfelf happy. I remembered how I was will- 
ing before to die in that quarrel, and fo had conti- 
nued ever fince ; and fhould I how fear to die? God 
forbid; for then were all my labour vain. 

So by-and-by I was perfuaded, I praife God, confi- 
dering it was but the frailty of my flefti, which was 
loth/to forego my wife and children, and goods; for I 
faw nothing but prefent death before mine eyes. And 
as foon as I had determined in my mind to die, I had 
regard to nothing in this world, but I was as merry 
and as joyful,. I praife God, as ever I was. This agi- 
tation lafted not a quarter of an hour; but it was 
fharperthan death itfelf, for the time it lafted. 

So after I had my breakfaft, I defired them to flicw 
me their warrant, thinking thereby I fhould know for 
what caufe I was arretted, that I might the better de- 
fend myfelf wlien I came before their mafter. And 
one of them anfwered, they had not their warrant 
there. Which words made me aftonifhed, and it was. 
put into my mind by God, that I need not go with 
them, unlcfs they had their warrant. Then faid I to 
them, That is a wonder you will come to take a man 
without a warrant. It feemeth to me that you come, 
of your own mind to get thanks of your mafter; for, 
indeed, 1 heard fay, that there were four or five war- 
rants out for me, but they were all called in again, be- 
caufc I had certified to my lord and the commiffary, by 
a letter I had fent to the commiffary's court, that I 
was not guilry of that they had charged me with, 
which was baptizing of children, and marrying folks ; 
which I never did; for I was never a minifter appoint- 
ed to do any fuch thing: wherefore fet your hearts at 
reft, I will not go with you, unlefs you will carry me 
by force, and if you do fo be it at your peril. So I 
rofe from the table, and ftepped into my chamber, 
meaning to go from them, if poffibie, feeing God 
had made the way fo open for me. I meant to play 
Peter's part with them, but God would not it fhould 
be fo, but fent a fear amongft them, that as foon as I 
was gone into my chamber, before I could come out 
again, they were gone out of my houfe. 

When I faw that, I knew it was God's doing to fet 
me at liberty once again. Yet I was compelled to 
fpeak to them, and faid, If you have a warrant, I de- 
fire you for God's fake to fhew it me, and I will go 
with you with all my heart : if not, I defire you, in 
God's peace and the king's to depart; for furely I will 
not go along with you without the order of law : for I 
have been too fimple in fuch things already. Before I 
was fent to prifon firft, I met the juftices at two fef- 
fions, without any warrant or commandment, but had 
word by one of their men, and went juftly to them, 
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and they fent me to prifon, and kept me there near a 
year and three quarters ; without all right or equity, as 
it is openly known, not hearing my caufe gently de- 
bated. And it feemeth ftrange to me that I fliould be 
thus evil treated ; therefore I will go to none hence- 
forth, without the extremity of the law. 

Then one of them faid to me, We have not the war- 
rant here, but it is at home at my houfe; the worft is, 
you can but make us fetch it. Then faid I, Fetch it, 
if you will; but if you come in my houfe before you 
have ir, at your peril be it. So 1 fhut my door, and 
went out at the other door. They got help to guard 
my houfe, and one of them fetched the conftable and 
many more, thinking to have carried me away with a 
licence; but, as God would have it, I was gone before. 
Notwithftanding, they fought every corner of my 
houfe, but to no purpofe. I.fufpedted they would 
fearch .it that night again, and kept myfelf abroad; 
and there came feven of his men, and the conftable, 
and fearched my houfe. When they found they could 
not meet with me, they could have rent their clothes, 
that I had fo efcaped them, knowing they fhould have 
a check from their mafter. Hearing that they had fo 
fought for me agajn, and perceiving that they were 
greedy of their prey, I came home, and my wife told 
me all things. 

Then I fuppofed that they would fearch all the 
country forme, and thefea coaft, becaufe I fhould not 
go over, and then I thought that they would not ima- 
gine that I would dare to be near home. So I told 
my wife that I would take my lodging in a wood near 
my houfe, as indeed 1 did, even under a tree, and 
there had my Bible, pen and ink, and other neceffa- 
ries; continuing there fix or feven weeks, my wife 
bringing me meat daily as I had need. Yea, I thought 
myfelf bleffed of God, that I was counted worthy to 
lie in the woods for the name of Chrift. Then there 
came word into the country, that I was feen and fpoken 
with in Flanders; whereupon they left laying in wait 
for me : for they had fought all the country for me, 
and the fea-coaft from Portfmouth to Dover, even as 
God put it in my mind they would. 

So when all was hufhed; I went abroad among our 
friends and brethren, and at length I went beyond the 
fea into Flanders and France; but I thought every day 
feven years whilft I was there; fo I came home again 
as foon as poffibie. I was there but three weeks, be- 
fore the priefls of Baal difcovered me, and procured 
warrants againft me, caufing my houfe to be fearched 
fometimes twice in a week. This continued from St, 
James's-tide to the firft Sunday in Lent. Sometimes 
I went privily, at others openly; fometimes from 
home a fortnight or three weeks, at others I was at 
home a month or five weeks together, living moft 
commonly and openly, about my ordinary bufinefs } 
yet all mine enemies could lay no hands on me, till 
the hour was fully come : and then by the voice of the 
country, and manifeft proofs, my brother as concern- 
ing the flefti, delivered me into their hands, becaufe 
he knew that I was at home. 

My father and he had as much of my effects in 
their hands as would produce 56I. a year clear. I de- 
livered into their hands a lordfhip and an honour, and 
half an honour, to pay my debts, and the reft to re- 
main with my wife and children. But they had re- 
ported that it would not pay my debts, which grieved 
me fore, for it was 200 1. better than the goods came 
to : which caufed me to fpeak to fome of my friends, 
that they would fpeak to them to come to fome fort, 
of reckoning with me, and to take all fuch money 
again of me as they were charged with, and to deliver 
to me fuch writings and writs as they had of mine, or 
to whom I. fhould appoint them. 

So it was agreed betwixt my father and me, that I 
fhould have it again, and the day was appointed that 
the reckoning fhould be made and fent to me the fame 
day that I was taken; my brother fuppofing that I 
fhould have put him out of moft of all that he pof- 
feffed ; for it was all mine, in a manner, that he occu- 
pied, as all the country can and do well know. Where- 
1 D upon 
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upon (as it is reported) he told one Cardillar, my 
next neighbour, and fome of Mr. Gage's men, or Mr. 
Gage himfelf : and Co he fent to his brother, and his 
brother fent twelve of his men (he being fheriff) in 
the night before I was taken, and lay in the bufhes 
near my houfe, till about nine o'clock, the hour that 
was appointed among themfelves ; for about the fame 
time they thought to have had . me within my houfe. 

They had , taken a man of mine, and two of my 
children that were abroad -in the land, and kept them 
-till their hdur was appointed to come in ; and then a 
little, girl, one of my children, faw them come toge- 
ther, and came running in, and cried, Mother, mo- 
ther, yonder comes twenty men. I fitting in my bed, 
making of fhoe-thongs, heard the words, and fufpect- 
ing that I was betrayed, I put on my hofe, thinking 
to have gone out of the door before thay had come. 
My wife being amazed at the child's words, looked 
out at the door, and they were by. Then {he fhut the 
door, and barred it fait, even as I came out of my 
chamber into the, hall, and barred the other. They 
immediately befet the houfe, and commanded the 
doors to be opened, or they would break* them in 
pieces. . Then I had no fhift, but I muft either open- 
ly appear, or make fome other remedy. 

There was a certain place in my houfe that had ne- 
ver been found our, though fearched at leaft twenty 
times, and fometimes almoft by as many men at once ; 
into which place I went. Then my wife opened the 
door, and they came in and alked for me: but (he 
faid I was not at home. They alked her why fhe fhut 
the door, if I was not at home. She faid, becaufe 
lhe had been made afraid divers times with fuch as 
came to fearch us ; therefore flie fhut the door: for 
it is reported (faid me) that whofoever can take my 
hulband, may hang him or burn him dire&ly; and I 
doubt they will ferve me or my children fo ; for I 
think they may do fo unto us as well as to him. Well, 
faid they, we know he is in the houfe, and we muft 
fearch it, for we are the flieriff's men : let us have a 
candle: it is told us there are many fecret places in 
your houfe. So fhe lighted a candle, and they fought 
up and down in every corner that they could find, and 
had given over, and many of them were gone out of 
my houfe into the church-yard, and there talking with 
my father and fome he had brought with him. 

When they could not find me, one of them went to 
my brother, who informed them I was at home, and 
rhey faid, We cannot find him. Then he afked them 
if they had fought over a window in the hall (as it 
was known after), for the fame place I had told him 
of myfelf: for many times when I came home, I ufed' 
to fend for him to bear me company; yet as it chanced, 
I had not told him the way into it. Then they began 
to fearch again. One looked up over the window, 
and fpied a little loft, with three or four chefts, and 
the entrance was between two of the chefts, but no 
man could perceive it. Then he alked my wife the 
way into it: here is a place that has not been fought. 
When fhe thought they would fee it by one means or 
other, lhe faid, the way into it was out of the cham- 
ber they were then in. So flie fent them up, and 
cried, Away, away. Then I knew there was no re- 
medy, but made the beft fhift for myfelf that I could. 
The place was boarded over, and nailed faft, and if I 
had come out the way that I went in, I muft needs 
come out amongft them all in the hall. Then I had 
no fliift, but fet my moulders to the boards that were 
nailed to the rafters to keep out the rain, and brake 
them in pieces, making a great noife; and they that 
were in the other chamber, feeking the way into it, 
heard the noife, and looked out of a window, and 
fpied me, and made an out-cry. Yet I got out, and 
leaped down, having no (hoes on. 

So I took down a lane that was full of lharp cin- 
ders, and they came running after with a great cry, 
and their fwords drawn, crying, Strike him, ftrike 
him. This made me look back, and there was no 
one near me by an hundred feet ; and that was but one, 
the reft being a great way behind. I turned about 



haftily to go, and ftepped upon a (harp cinder with 
one foot, and faving of it, I- ftepped into a-ereat mir» 
hole, and fell down, and before I could arife, and set 
off, he came up with me. His. name is Parker th« 
Wild, as he is counted in all Sulfex, But if I had 
had my lhoes on, they had been like to have gone back 
errandlefs, if there had been five hundred more, if I 
had caught the plain ground once, to which I had not 
a ftone's.caft: but it was not God's will; if it had, I 
fliould have eft-aped from them all, if there had been 
ten thoufand of them. 

Then they took me and led me home again, to put 
on my Aides, and fuch clothes as I had need of. Then 
faid John Fauconer, Now your mafter hath deceived 
you. You faid you were an angel, and if you had 
been one, why did you not flee from us? Then faid I, 
Who are they that ever heard me fay that I was.an an- 
gel ? It is not the firft lye by a thoufand that they have 
made of me. Angels were never begotten of men, 
nor born of women : but if they had faid, they had 
heard me fay, that I do truft I am a faint, they had 
not faid amifs. What, do you think to be a faint? 
Yea, that I do, and am already in God's light, I truft 
in God; for he that is not a faint in God's fight al- 
ready, is a devil. Therefore he that thinketh fcorn to 
be a faint, let him be a devil. And with that word , 
they had brought me to mine own door, where I met 
my father, and he defired me to remember myfelf. 

To whom I faid, I praife God, I .am well remem- 
bered whereabout I go. This way was appointed of 
Ged for me to be delivered into the hands of mine 
enemies; but woe unto him by whom I am betrayed. 
It had been good for that man that he had never been 
born, if he repent not with fpeed. The fcriptures are 
now fulfilled on me, " For the father fhall be againft 
the fon, and the brother fhall deliver the brother to 
death," as it is this day come to pafs. Then faid one, 
He doth accufe his father, a good child indeed. I ac 
cufe him not, but fay my mind; for there was no man 
knew I was at home, but my father, my brother, and 
one more, who 1 dare fay would not hurt me for all 
the good in this town. 

' There was one George Bcching that married one of 
my lifters, and he thought that I meant him, that he 
had betrayed me; and he faid, Brother, do not think I 
was the caufe of your being taken. I anfwered, that 
I meant him not; I meant one that was nearer of my 
blood than he was. Then one from L.aufe faid, that I 
had been a gofpeller, and flood from them when I was 
brought to a feflions at Laufc; and he faid, I thought 
you would have been an honeft man ..when you were at 
Ljufe, and I offered Huffey the (heriff to be bound for 
you, that you fliould go home to your wife, and come 
to him again. Then I remembered what he was, and 
faid, Be you the pewtercr? And he faid, Yea. Then 
faid I, It has happened to you according to the true 
proverb, as St. Peter faith, " The dog is turned to his 
vomit again, and the fow that is walhcd, to wallow 
in the mire," and the end of all fuch will be worfe 
than the beginning. Then his mouth was flopped, 
fo that he had nothing to fay. 

All this time I flood on the outfide of my door; 
for they would not let me go in. So 1 put on my fliocs 
and clothes ; then they put an tiamefs about my arms, 
made of a dog's, flip, which rejoiced my heart that I 
was counted worthy to be bound for the name of God. 
So 1 took my leave of my wife and children, my fa- 
ther, and other of my friends, never expefting to fee 
them any more in this world : for it was fo thought by 
all the country, that I fliould not live fix days after my 
apprehenfion ; for they had fo reported. But yet I 
knew it was not as they would, unlefs God. would 
grant it : I know what God can do ; but what he will 
do I know not : but I am fure he will work all things 
for the beft to them that love and fear him. So we 
drank and went our way, and came to Firle about 
three o'clock. And thus much touching the caufes 
and effect of the troubles of Richard Woodman. Let 
us now fee his examinations, which follow in this or-i 
der. 
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' Tbe firft Examination of RICHARD WOODMAN, 
before Dr. Chrtstopherson, Bifhop of Chichefter, 
Dr. Story, Dr. CooKj and others. 

ON the 12th of April, in the year of bur Lord 
1557, I was fent from the fheriffs to London, 
and afterwards, on the 14th of the fame month, I was 
brought before the bilhop of Chichefter, Dr. Story, 
and Dr. Cook. So the fheriff's men delivered my 
warrant and me' to the bilhop. Then the bifhop afked 
me what my name was. My name (quoth I ) is Ri- 
chard Woodman. 

Chichefter. I am forry for you, and fo are all the 
worfhipful men of your country. For it hath been re- 
ported to me, that you have been a man of good efti- 
mation with all the country, amongft the poor arid 
rich, till of late. Wherefore look well upon yourfelf, 
your wife and children, your father, and other of your 
friends, and be ruled by me. Think hot yourfelf 
wifer than all the realm. Be informed, and you (hall 
have the favour of them all, as much as ever you had. 

Woodman. You have charged me with many' things 
tvherein I have never offended: as, if you will give 
me leave, I will fhew you. 
- Chicb. Yes, I pray you fay your mind. 

Woodman. May it pleafe you, you have charged me 
as though I made myfelf wifer than all the realm; 
God doth know, I ftand to learn of every man - that 
will or can teach me the truth. And whereas you fay, 
I have been well efteemed both by the rich and poor, 
God doth know, I know not that I have given any juft 
ofFence either to rich or poor. As for my wife and 
children, God knows how I love them in him, and 
my life alfo. My life, my wife, and my children, are 
all in God's hands, and I have them all as I had them 
Sot, I truft, according to St. Paul's words. But if I 
had ten thoufand pounds of gold, I had rather forego it 
til, than them, if I might have my choice, and not 
difpleafe God. 

Chicb. The fheriff took pains to come to me out 
of lovtf, which he bare to you as to himfelf; and faid 
you were defirous to fpeak to me. 

Wood. I thought it meet to appeal to mine ordi- 
nary : for they go about to fhed my blood unrighte- 
bufly, and they have laid many unjuft things to my 
charge. Wherefore I thought it meet to appeal to 
you, that if you can find any fault in me meet to be 
reformed by God's word, I ftand to be reformed ; 
and likewife if my blood fhall be fhed unrignteoufly, 
that it might be required at your hands, becaufe you 
have taken upon you to be the phyfician of our coun- 
try.. 

Story. Is not this a pcrverfe fellow, to lay to your 
charge, that his blood fhall be required at your hands ? 
Thinkeft thou that thou fhalt be put to death unjuftly, 
that thy blood fhould be required? No, if he Ihould 
condemn an hundred fuch heretics as thou art. I. 
helped to rid a good many of you: and I promife thee, 
I will help to rid thee too, the beft that I can. 

Then I would have anfwered him, but the bifhop 
defired us both to give him place. 

Chicb. Well, neighbour Woodman, I call you 
neighbour, becaufe you are one of my diocefe; and 
you are fent to me that I fhould give you fpiritual 
counfel: for I am your fpiritual paftor. Therefore 
hear what I fhall fay to you. 

Wood. Firft, I defire you to hear me a few words. 
You have faid, you will give me fpiritual counfel: are 
you fure you have the Spirit of God ? 

Chicb. No, I am not fure of that. 

Wood. No! be you not fure o.f that ? 1 

Chicb. No, by St. Mary, I dare not be fo bold to 
% fo ; I doubt that. • 

Wood. Then you are like the waves of the fea, as 
°t. James faith, that be toflfed about with the wind, 
4nd are uhftable in all their ways, and can look for no 
good thing at the Lord's hand: yea, you are neither 
hot nor cold, and therefore God will fpew you out of 
«is inouth, as- faith Sc. John. 



' Then they were in a great fury, efpecially Dr; Sto- 
ry, who faid, 

- What a perverfe fellow is this! He hath the devil 
within him, and is mad. He is worfe than the devil. 
Now I perceive that it is true what is reported by thee, 
and it is the pride of all fuch heretics to boaft them- 
fclves; - 

Chicb. 1 Yea furely, he is fent to me to learn, and 
taketh upon him to teach me. 

Wood. The Jews faid • to Chrift, he had the devil, 
and was mad, as you have faid here by me. But I 
know the fervant is not above his mafter. And God 
forbid that I fhould learn of him, who confeffeth that 
he hath not the Spirit of God. 

Chicb. Why, do you think that you have the Spirit 
of God ? 

Wood. I believe verily that I have the Spirit of 
God. „ 

Chicb. You boaft more than ever Paul did, or any 
of the apoftles, which is greaV prefumprion. 

Wood. I boaft not in myfelf, but in the gift of God, 
as Paul did ; for he faid he believed verily that he had 
the Spirit of God, making thereof no doubts, in 
1 Cor. vii. 

Cbscb. It is not fo, you bely the text. 

Wood. If it be not fo, let me be burnt to-morrow. 

Story. Thou fhalt not be burned to-morrow, but 
thou lhalt be burned within thefe fix days, I promife 
thee. 

Chicb. If it be fo, it is wrong tranflated, as it is in 
a thoufand places more. 

Then one looked in a Latin Teftament, another in a 
Greek Teftament, and they faid it was in them both, 
that Paul fuppofed that he had the Spirit of God, but 
he was not fure. 

Chicb. Even' fo I hope and fuppofe that I have the 
Spirit of God, but am not fure. 

Wood. If that place be wrong tranflated, and lb 
many places of the Bible as you fay, then I may fay 
with Chrift, it cannot be avoided but offences muft be 
given; but woe unto them by whom they come. I 
may fay, Woe unto falfe tranflators : for curfed are 
they that add or take away. But take you heed that 
you bely not the tranflators : I believe they had the 
fear of God more before their eyes; than you report of 
them. And yet if that place be wrong tranflated, I 
can prove by places enough, that Paul had the Spirit 
of God, as I myfelf arid all God's elect have. 

Chicb. How prove you that ? 

Wood. " No man can believe that Jefus is the 
Lord but by the Holy Ghoft," 1 Cor. vii. I do be- 
lieve that Jefus Chrift is my Redeemer, and that I 
fhall be faved from all my fins by his death and blood- 
fhedding, as Paul and all the apoftles did, and as all 
faithful people ought to do ; which no man can do 
without the Spirit of God. " And as there is no dam- 
nation to them that are in Chrift Jefus ; fo there is no 
falvacion to them that are not in Chrift Jefus. " Fof 
he that hath not the Spirit of Chrift, is none of his, 
but is a caft-away," as he faith in the fame text. And 
again, " We have not received the fpirit of bondage, 
to fear any more, but we have received the fpirit of* 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba Father. The fame 
Spirit certifieth our fpirits, that we are the fons of 
God." Here are proofs enough that Paul was furs' 
that he had the Spirit of God. Alfo St. John faith f 
" He that believeth "not that Chrift is come in the 
flefli, is an Antichrift, and denieth both the Father 
and the Son:" which is fin againft the Holy Ghoft, 
and fhall never be forgiven in this world, nor in the 
world to come. Befides all this, " He that believeth 
in God, dwelleth in God, and God in him." So it is 
impoffible to believe in God, unlefs God dwell in us. 
O good God ! what more injury can .be done unto 
thee, than to miftrurt that we ha-ve received thy Holy 
Spirit by thy gift? Thus may all men fee their blind- 
nefs, and whofe fervants they be, as they do declaf* 
themfelves both by their words and deeds. 

Story. O my lord, what an heretic is this fame! 
Why hear you him ? Send him to prifon to his fellows 
in 
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in the Marftialfca, and they fhall be difpatched within 
thefe twelve days. 

When I heard him fay fo, I rejoiced greatly in my 
heart, defiring God, if it were his will, to keep him 
in that mind : for I looked furely to have 'gone to the 
bifhop of London's Coal-houfe, or Lollards'-Tower, 
yea, f thought myfelf happy if I might have gone to^ 
Lollards'-Tower ; but it pleafed God to put in their 
hearts to fend me to the Marftialfca, amongft our 
brethren and my old fellow-prifoners. So merciful 
hath God dealt with me in eafing of my burden that I 
looked for. 

And when they perceived that I feared not impri- 
fonment, but rather rejoiced, the bifhop then laid, 
Methinks he is not afraid of the prifon. 

Wood. No, I praife the living God. 

Story. This is an heretic indeed. He hath the 
right terms of all heretics : the living God ! I pray 
you be there dead gods, that you fay the living God? 

Wood. Are you angry with me, becaufe I fpeak 
the words that are written in the Bible? 

Story. Bibblc babble, bibble babble. What fpeak- 
eft thou of the Bible? there is no fuch word written in 
all the Bible. 

H'ood. Then I am much to blame if it be not fo 
written. " Behold, for the offences that you have 
done, you fhall be carried away captive by Nebucho- 
donofor to Babylon, and there you fhall be feven ge- 
nerations : and when you be there, you fhall fee gods 
of gold, of filver, of wood, and o£ ftone, borne be- 
fore and behind you upon men's fhoulders, to caft out 
a fear among the heathen. When you fhall fee all 
thefe abominations, then fay in your heart, It is the 
Jiving God that ought to be worfhipped." Here I 
prove my faying true, both that there is a living God, 
and that there be dead gods. Alfo David faith in the 
Ffalms, " My foul hath a defire and longing to enter 
• into the courts of the Lord : my heart and my flefh 
rejoice in the living God ; " with divers other places 
that I could recite. Wherefore I marvel that you re- 
buke me for fpeaking the truth. 

Cbieh. I do : not deny but it is written, and is the 
truth, and I know it as well as you ; but fuch is the 
fpeech of all heretics. 

Story. My lord, I will tell you how you fhall know 
an heretic by his words, becaufe I have been more 
ufed to them than you have been ; that is, they will 
fay [the. Lord,] and [we praife God,] and [the living 
God J. By thefe words you fhall know an heretic. 

Wood. All thefe words arc written for our learning, 
and we are commanded by the prophets to ufe them 
daily, as this ; " The Lord's name be praifed from the 
riling up of the fun unto the going down of the fame." 
Alfo, " As many as fear the Lord, fay always, the 
Lord be praifed." 

. Story. My lord, fend him to prifon, you fhall do 
no good with him, I will go to church, and leave you 
here.- This is an old heretic. Waft thou never before 
me ere now ? 

, Wood. Yea forfooth, that I have. 

Story. Yea, I thought fb; and I fent thec to. the 
bifhop of London, and he releafed thee, and thou 
promifed him to be an honeft manj and that thou 
wouldft be of the true catholic church, which thou 
haft not fulfilled. 

Wood. I promifed him nothing but I have fulfilled 
it. No man is able to prove the contrary. 

Story. Well, it will be tried well enough. My 
lord, 1 will take my leave, I fear you will do this man 
no good. 

Cbkh. I would not have you to ufe fuch fpeeches as 
you do, as the Lord be praifed, and the living God, 
with fuch like words. Can you not fay as well, our 
Lord, or our-.God, as otherwife? 

Wood. I marvel why you fhould reprove me for it, 
feeing • they be the words of God. t do not refufe to 
fay, our God, or. our Lord, when I talk of the fcrip- 
ture where it is written. If I fhould, it muft follow, 
that I denied the words of God, and muft needs be an 
heretic; but J do not. Wherefore I. marvel what you 
; -3 
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mean to find fault therein. It feemeth to rne, that y 0 u 
miftruft that I belieye not as you do. *' 

Chich. Yea, that is my meaning indeed. 

Wood, i believe in the living God, if you. do not 
fo, then our beliefs be not alike indeed. But if i t 
pleafe you to examine me upon any particular matter 
now or at any other time, I will make anfwer thereto 
by God's help. 

Chich. Though you believe in God, I can prove 
you believe not as you ought to do, as I can fhew y OU 
by your hand-writing. You have denied the catholic 
church. Wherefore he that erreth from the church 
it cannot be faid that his faith is good. Wherefore be 
ruled by the church, from which you have erred. 

Wood. I will not deny my hand by God's help. 
For I have written nothing at any time but the truth'. 
There may be things written againft me, reporting it 
to be mine, and yet be not : but my hand cannot 
well be counterfeited, there are enough that know my 
hand. 

Cbicb. Do you know it yourfelf, if you fee it? 
Wood. Yea, that I do. 

Then he arofe and brought a great bundle of writ- 
ings, and opened them, and bade me obferve. \ 
looked on them, and it was my hand indeed. 

Chich. How fay you, is it not your own hand- 
writing ? 

Wood. Yea, furely it is. 

Chich. How fay you to this, is not this your hand 
alfo? 

Wood. Yea, verily is it. 

Chich. Well, you know what it meaneth, I dare, 
fay. 

Wood. Yes, I know it well j here is a great deal, 
which I had thought had been in my houfe, but I 
thank God that it is here: for .in this you fhall try 
whether it. be true or not. This contains all the talk 
that was between the commiffioners and me, when I 
was before them five times, and alfo before the bifhop 
of London divers times: and I am fure, neither you 
nor they fhall find any words falfe therein .written: 
and I think the fheriff's men, on fearching my houfe 
for me, when I was taken, found this, and took^t 
with them, but I : never knew it before. I am not 
tarry for it, but am rather glad; for herein you may 
fee all the wrong that I received at their hands, and 
bow long I was in prifon, and how I was tolled up 
and down, and how I was delivered at length, and by 
this you may try whether it be fo or not. I fuppofe 
thofe who found it, and brought it to you, had 
thought it would have turned to my difpleafure; but 
it is certain all things work for the beft to them that 
fear God. > 

Chich. Indeed, I find no great fault in this; but 
here is perilous gear, here is fedition. This was 
fet up upon the church door, which you know well 

Wood. Indeed I wrote it to the prieft, and to 
others that took upon them' to . fetch my child out of 
my houfe without my leave, and ufed it at their plea- 
fure, when they knew it was baptized, already, as they 
were well certified before. Wherefore my oonfeience 
compelled me to fhew them my mind in writing, 
wherein is contained nothing but the fcripturcs of 
God, rebuking them for their folly. 

Chich. Yea, but it is terribly meant, and unchari- 
tably. It is fuch gear coupled together I promife 
you, as I never faw the like. But I promife. you, I 
will make the beft of it. And I proteft before God, 
I would you fhould do as well as mine own foul and 
body. Be contented to be reformed. God hath done 
his part. Caft not yourfelf away. Remember youf 
wife and children, and the poor that lack your occupy- 
ing. Mean to follow your vocation. Remember you 
are not called to teach nor preach. St. Paul faith. 
" Let every man. walk wherein he is called, and therein 
abide!" Remember you are called to another vocation ; 
for God's fake walk therein. It is not right to do as 
you have done. You might do as much good by the re- 
port of worfhipful men, as any man might do in all the 
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country by your example, and if you would follow 
the laws of the catholic church, it would be an oc- 
cafion to bring a great many into the true church, 
that are out, as ypu are. 

Wood. I would not that you fhould. fay that I am 
out of the church of God, for 1 am not, but do al- 
low the church of God according to his word. Yea, 
if I were abroad, if I could win any into the true 
church, that be out, by any means that I could ufe, I 
fhould be glad. God knoweth I love, all people as 
myfel'f. And where you fay I have been a preacher, 
it is not fo. I never took. any fuch thing upon me, as 
it is well known; But as for teaching I cannot deny ; 
for it becometh every man to teach and inftruft his 
houfhold in the fear of God, and all others (as far as 
he can) that defire it pf him. And whereas you 
have blamed me for reading the fcripture, and leav- 
ing m Y vocation (as you fay), I left not my vocation 
in reading the fcripture; fori truft I followed my vo- 
cation the better 1 for it. And the greateft reafon 
that compelled me to read the fcriptures, was becaufe 
the preachers and teachers were fo changeable. 

Chich. No? Did you not preach at a fair? 

Wood. No furely, but it was fo reported. I was 
af a fair indeed. While I was in prifon, I had leave 
of the council to go home to pay my debt?, and. then 
I went to a fair to fell cattle, and met with divers poor 
men that I had fet to work, who lovingly afked me 
how I did, and how I could away with imprifonment. 
1 fhewed them how God had dealt with me, and how 
he would alfo deal with them that put their truft in 
him; and this they called preaching. And fince that 
it hath been reported that I have baptized children, 
and married folks, which I never did; for I never 
was a minifter. And if I had, I had done contrary to 
the order of the apoftles, which God forbid I fhodW. 

Chich. I am well paid if you be faultlefs in thefe 
things ; for I have heard the contrary. 

Wood. I have fhewed you the truth, and that no 
man living fhall be able to prove the contrary. 

Chich. t You faid you did not difallow the true ca- 
tholic church. 
• Wood. No, that I do not. 

Chich. Why do you not then go to the church? 
Iam informed you do not go there. 

Wood. 1 truft I am in the true church every day. 
But to tell you the truth, I come not to the church 
where the moft do refort. For if I was, I fhould 
offend, and be offended: for the Iaft time that I was 
there, I offended many, and was offended myfelf. 
For confcience fake therefore I would not come 
there. I was lent to prifon for my coming there, 
and now I am fern to you for biding thence. So they 
will not be pleafed any way with me, for they feek my 
life. Look you to it, for I am now in your hands, 
and you ought to be an houfe of defence againft my 
enemies. Fpr if you fuffer them to kill me, my. 
blood fhall be required at your hands. If you can. 
find juftcaufe in- me worthy of death by God's word, 
you may condemn me, and not offend God : where- 
fore look to it, the matter is weighty, deliver me not 
into their hands, and think fo to be difcharged. 

Chich. I tell you truth, I can do little in the mat- 
ter. I have not full authority as yet of mine office : 
but I will fend for you and talk with you, if I thought 
I fhould do you any good. 

Wood. , I fhquld be glad to talk with you, and to 
let you know my mind in any thing you fhall demand 
of me, now, or. at any other time. 

So then he defired the fheriff's men to tarry and 
dine with him; that this man (faid he) may dine 
with me alfo:' for it may be he may have no great 
ftore of meat where he is going. 

So w.e tarried to dinner with, him, and had no far- 
ther talk, neither how to prove where the true church 
of God is, Jipr of the facraments, nor of any thing 
pertaining toward me, for the fpace of two hours or' 
more: but he entered into talk with me, how I tin- - 
derftood many fcriptures, and for bifhops and priefts 
marriages, and whether Paul had a wife or not; To 
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; whom 1 anfwered, It is a thing that I have little to do 
with, as concerning marriages ; but. I am content to 
talk with you in the matter, as far as my poor learning 
will ferve. When he had talked with me of divers 
fcriptures, he liked my difcourfe well. He afked me 
how I faid by St, Paul, whether he were married or 
■not? To whom I anfwered, I can prove by the fcrip- 
tures that he was never married. 
. Chich. How prove you that ? 

Wood. I will prove jt well enough, by God's help. 
But yet I will prove that Paul might have had a wife, 
as well as the other apoftles had. 

Chich. Why, had the apoftles wives ? 
Wood. Yes, all, laving Paul and Barnabas, as I 
underftand it. For thefe are Paul's words in the gth 
^chapter of the firft epiftle to the Corinthians : " Am 
I not an apoftle? am I not free? have I not feen Je- 
fus Chrift? Are not ye my work in the Lord? arid if 
I be not an apoftle to others, yet to you I am an apof- 
tle: for you are the feal of mine apoftlefhip in the 
Lord. Mine anfwer to them that afk me, is this^ 
Have we not power to eat and to drink? Or have we 
not power to lead about a filler to wife, as well as the 
other apoftles have, and as the brethren of the Lord? 
Or have riot Barnabas and I power thus to do?" So 
this text proveth that Paul and Barnabas were unmar- 
ried.. But Paul declareth, that the reft had wives, 
and that they had power likewife to to have, but they 
found no need thereof. Paul declareth, in the 7th 
chapter of the firft epiftle to the Corinthians, that he. 
who hath no power over his flefh may marry: " For it 
is better to marry than to burn. Wherefore, t6' avoid 
fornication, let every man have his wife." He faith, 
" Let every man have his wife, and every woman 'Her 
hufband." By this text of fcripture, I underftand, 
that bifhops and priefts may have wives, becaufe they 
are men, rather than burn, or commit fornication. 
But I think verily he that can abftain, having power 
of his own will, doeth beft; but if he rnarrieth, he 
finneth not. 

So then he debated the fcriptures with me divers' 
ways, that a bifhop or prieft ought not to have a wife } 
but I proved by divers fcriptures both in the old law 
and in the new, that women were at firft made for the 
help of men, which was fpoken generally to all men. 
Wherefore (faid I) every man may have a woman, 
and fin not, in honeft matrimony, as well bifhops and 
deacons, as other men, which you call priefts, if they 
Be true mlnifters of Jefus Chrift, and of that order 
that bifhops sind deacons were in Paul's time.- For 
Paul declareth to Timothy, in the firft epiftle and 3d 
chapter, " That a bifhop fhould be the hufband of one 
wife," and how they fhould be honeftly apparelled, 
and fhould bring up their children, and likewife the 
deacons. This proveth more plainly, that both bi- 
fhops and deacons had wives in the apoftles' time, 
which he could not deny. But then he alledged, that 
no bifhop or prieft might take a wife, after he had 
taken upon- him that office; but if he had a wife be- 
fore he took the office, tried meet for the purpofe for 
his life and his learning, he might keep his wife and 
bring up his children according to St. Paul's meaning 
to Timothy, or elfe might they have no wives. 

Then faid I, I think Paul's meaning in that placev 
was, that a man that hath had two wives<might not ber 
made a bifhop nor a deacon, if he had ever fo much 
learning. But that text doth, not fay, that a bifhop or 
a deacon may not marry after they be made bifhops 
and deacons. For I am fure that Paul was in the ftatei 
of a bifhop, when he faid, " He had power to lead 
about a fitter to wife, as well as the other apoftles had." 
Here Paul declares, that it was in his power to have a 
wife, after he had the office of a bifhop, which was 
not in his power, if he had been forbidden of God. 

Thus have I fhewed you my mind in this behalf, 
both of Paul, and alfo for the marriages of bifhops 
and priefts, as I underftand the fcriptures. However, 

jt is a thing which I have little to do with: but as yon 
required me to give you my fentiments on that matter, 

!I have<fone'fOi 

7 E Chich. 
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' Chick. Marry, I am glad you have faid as you 
have done. Many do affirm boldly that Paul had a 
wife, and cannot prove it by the fcriptures; but you 
have faid very well. I am glad that you are content- 
ed to be ruled by God's word. And if you will be 
contented likewife in other matters, no doubt you 
will do well : therefore, good Mr. Woodman, be 
ruled. God hath given you a good wit. I proteft 
before him, I would you fhould do as well as my own 
foul and body, and fo would all the worfhipful men 
in the country, as they have reported to me. 

Wood. Why, my lord, I take God to record that 
I would be as glad to live in reft and peace as any 
man in the world, if I might. And I ftand to learn, 
and am contented to be reformed of any thing that I 
hold, if it can be proved that it be not agreeable to 
God's word. And the truth is fo, I have talked 
with a dozen priefts at the leaft, fince I was delivered 
out of prifon, of certain matters, and they have not 
been able to certify me in any thing that I have afk- 
ed them: therefore they have complained of me to 
the fherifF and juflices, forging tales and lies of me, 
to turn me to difpleafure, as much as in them lieth. 
I promife you, there be as many unlearned priefts in 
your diocefe, as in any one diocefe in England, I 
think; the more it is to be lamented. 

Chich. 1 promife you I do much lament it myfelf: 
for I hear what you fay is true. I wifli I could re- 
medy it, but I cannot : but I will do the beft that I 
can when I come into the country; and I will be glad 
to talk with you at fome other time, when I am fome- 
what better at eafe. You fee I am very tender 
now, as I have been more than half a year. Come 
to dinner; it is ready. I caufed you not to tarry 
for any great cheer that you fhould have, nor would 
I have you think that I go about to win you with 
my meat. But you are welcome with all my heart. 
. Come, fit down. 

Wood. I thanked him, and went to dinner; and 
there dined with him a merchant-man, one of the 
IherifF's men, and 1 5 and we had good cheer, God 
be praifed therefore. We had no talk of the fcrip- 
tures all dinner time: but when dinner was over, the 
bifhop faid— 

Now call Mr. Story's man : for the commiflioners 
have committed you to prifon: but I will fend for 
you before it be long, and I pray God I may do 
you good. I fhould be .very glad of it. 
. Wood. Should it pleafe you to fend for me, I 
lhould be glad to talk with you, for I like your talk 
well. And then, if it pleafe your lordfhip to exa- 
mine me on any particular matter, I will fhew you my 
mind therein, by God's grace, without diilimulation. 
But pray let me have nothing to do with Mr. Story, 
for I think he is a man void of reafon. 

Chich. Well, before you go, what fay you to the 
feven facraments ? Let me hear what you fay to 
them, that I may be the more willing to fend for you. 
Wood. I know not feven facraments. 
Chich. Then what lhall I talk with you ? How 
many do you know ? 

Wood. I know but two; one the facrament of 
baptifm, and the other the fupper of the Lord. But 
if you can juttly prove by God's word, that there be 
more than two, I ftand to be reformed. 

Chich. If I prove not feven by God's word, then 
believe me not: and fo he bade me farewel. 

Then the fherifF's two men, and one of Dr. Sto- 
ry's, carried me to Dr. Cook's houfe, when Dr. Cook 
commanded them to carry me to the (heriff's prifon 
in Southwark, faying, he fhall be called before us 
again fhortly, and all his fellows, and we fhall dif- 
patch them from troubling the country any more.. 

And fo I was brought to the Marfhalfea, where I 
now am (God be praifed), looking for judgment of 
my flefh; for they intend to difpatch me fhortly, if 
God gives them leave: but he hath their hearts in 
his hands, and they can do nothing to me but as he 
pleafes.. Wherefore I comirl'it my caufe to God 
only, and I am fure there fhall not one hair of my 



head perifh without my heavenly Father's will • a l 
though I undergo ever fo much trouble. Job" pe " 
rifhed not, for all his trouble, although God" gave 
the devil leave to trouble and try him divers aqd 
many ways, as he hath fuffered his members to trou- 
ble and try me divers and many ways. They fhall 
as little prevail againft my faith (I triift), as the de- 
vil prevailed againft Job, whatfoever they do with 
my goods, life, or body. He that kept Job ih all 
his trouble, neither flumbereth nor fleepeth, but 
keepeth me, and all his eleft, that whether we li ve 
or die, it fhall be to the praife and glory of God 
For if we live, we live at the Lord's will, and if W e 
die, we die to his will: fo, live or die, we are the 
Lord's; therefore blefted be his name. 

Wherefore, dear brethren and fitters, to whom my 
writing fhall come, be of good cheer, and fear not 
what man can do unto you. They can but kill the 
body: but fear him that hath power to deftroy both 
body and foul. And yet once again I bid you be of 
good cheer. For the fheriffj with divers other gen-, 
tlemen and priefts, whilft I was at the fheriff's houfe, 
faid to me, that all- the heretics in the country hung 
on me, as the people did in times paft upon St. Au- 
guftine or St. Ambrofe, or fuch like. Wherefore, 
faid they, look well on it, you have a great thing to' 
anfwer for. I anfwered, I pray God lay nothing 
more to my charge, than he will" do for herefy, as I 
am fure he will not. For he hath fet my fins as far 
from me as it is from -eaft to weft: fo that I am fure- 
they fhall never come near me again. ; Yea, and in. 
that they call herefy,- we ■ ferve God withal. Iam 
fure there is no man nor woman that hang'eth on me, 
but on God. Yet that - is their imaginations and 
thoughts, that if they might win me to. them, they 
fhould win a great many likewife; and thinking to 
kill me, if they cannot win me, as I truft in God they 
never fhall by his gracei if it -were poffible for them 
to- kill me ten times. For I am fo Hnked to Chrift in 
a chain by faith, that it is impoflible for men to loofe 
us afunder, neither- for life nor' death, I praife my 
Lord God therefore. And no doubt their intent and 
purpofe is to kill me, thinking thereby to make others 
afraid. Which, death of my body were beft of all 
for me, if God be pleafed. Burif I may live for the 
comfort of others, -his- name be praifed therefore: 
I know what he can do; but what he will do I know 
not. But if death be offered me, fo that I cannot 
refufe it without difpleafing of God, I truft in him I 
fhall not offend my brethren in receiving death,' but 
fhall rather be the caufe of their faith being ftrength- 
ened, by chufing and receiving' it with joy. As 
Chrift hath given his life for us, fo ought we to give 
our lives for the defence of the gofpel, and comfort of 
our brethren. Whereas the bifhop faith, he will 
prove feven facraments, be you out of doubt he will 
never be able to do it, no more than he hath proved 
other arguments with me already. 

Thus fare ye well, from the Marfhalfhea, where I 
now am, as a fheep appointed to be flain, God be 
praifed therefore. 

The fecond Examination of RICHARD WOODMAN 
before the Bifhop of Chichefter, two of his Chaplains, 
and Dr. Story, on April 27. 

FIRST, I was fentfor to the Marfhalfea by Dr. 
Story, and carried to his houfe near St. Nicholas 
Shambles: when I had fpoken to him, he fentme to 
the bifhop of Chichefter, and faid he would come to 
him prefently. ' When we were in the bifhop's hall, 1 
was fent for by the bifhop, and when I came before 
him, I paid my obeifance. 

Then faid the bifhop, You are welcome. How 
do you now ? 

Wood. Well, I praife God, thanking your lord- 
, fhip for the gentle talk that you had with me at our 
laft interview. 

■ ' Chich. Well, good Mr. Woodman, I have fent 
for you out of love and good-will to talk with joa, 
1. o and 
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' and would have you to tell me your mind in few 
■words. For indeed the laft time that I talked with 
you, our talk was fo long, that I fell into a great 
drought, ' and have been the worfe in my body ever 
fince. Wherefore, I pray you, let me know your 
mind briefly in thofe particular matters that I fhall 
demand of you, according to the promife that you 
made when you was laft with me. Will you ? 

Wood: Yea, I will anfwer to any thing you fhall 
demand of me (by God's help) as well as I can. 

Chich. How fay you by the feven facraments? for 
there we left off, and there we will begin again. You 
faid then there were but two. How fay you now to 
jt? Will you deny all except two? 

Wood. I fay now as I faid then. You raid, there 
be feven facraments; and I faid I knew but two; but 
if you could prove feven by God's word, when I came 
before you again, I mult needs grant them. And you 
faid, if you could not prove them by God's word, I 
fhould not believe them: and now I am come to fee 
how well you can prove them. 

At which words the bifhop and his chaplains were 
moved. 

Chich. By God and my troth, I believe he think- 
eth I cannot prove them. How fay you to the facra- 
ment of matrimony ? 

Wood. Why, my lord, St. Paul faith to Timothy, 
A bifhop fhould be faultlefs; and you ufe much 
fwearing, which is the greateft fault in a bifhop of all 
others, that fhould be an example to the flock. 

Then the bifhop and his priefts were in a rage with 
me, becaufc I reproved him for fwearing. 

' Chich. What, I perceive this man is worfe than he 
was the laft day : what, he taketh upon him to teach me' 
to fpeak, as though I could not tell what I had to do. 

Priejl. So I think, my lord, he is a ftout fellow in- 
deed, as we have feen; 

• Wood. Yea, I am ftout, bec.aufe I do what I am 
commanded. I dare not for my life hold my peace ,• 
for I fhould bear your fin, which I will not do for any 
of you, I tell you plainly. ' 

Chich. Where find you that you are commanded to 
reprove me ? 

Wood. If thou fee thy brother fin, reprove him; if 
lie repent, thou haft won thy brother. But you re- 
pent it not, but rather go about to maintain the fame, 
Ghrift faith, " He that breaketh one of the leaft of 
my commandments, and teacheth men fo, fhall be 
called leaft in the kingdom of heaven;" and you go 
absut to teach men fo, as far as I fee. 

Priejl. Why, my lord, this man is paft cure. I 
fee no hope in him. 

Chich. ■ No, fo I think. 1 will never talk with' 
him more. Call Mr. Story ; let him do with him as 
he will. He hath been with his fellows in the Mar- 
fhalfea, and is worfe than he was before. I had fome 
hope in him the other day, but now I fee none. 

Wood. No, I praife God, my faith hangeth upon 
no man, but upon God. 

Priejl. Nay, my lord, I think he is not the worfe 
for them: I fear they be the worfe for him. I know 
this man of old, before mine old lord. 

Wood. Well, my lord, look well to it: will you 
deliver me to other men to fhed ..my blood,' and fo 
think to wafh your hands of me, as Pilate did by 
Chrift? Nay, you cannot be fo difcharged. 

Chich. I have nothing to do with you: but of my 
gentlenefs I have fent for you, becaufe you faid, you 
would declare your mind in any particular matter I 
would demand of you. 

Wood. Why, I do not deny but I will do fo, if 
you demand i£ of me. But you go about to deliver 
me to others to kill me : and I know there is none 
that hath to do with me but you. 

Chich. I am not yet confecrated: wherefore my ' 
lord cardinal may examine you, and condemn you, or 
my lord of London; for you are now in his diocefe. 

Wood. Yea, my lord, is the matter even fo ? Then 
I perceive whereabout you go. Nay, I will talk no 
more with you then, if you be at that point. Afk me 



what you will, but I will fhew you nothing of my 
mind. I promife you I will not anfwer in particular 
matters, fo that you niay accufe me to others, and 
they to kill me. 

Chich. I go not about to kill, you, but would be 
glad to hear your mind reflecting the facraments, and 
if you do not underftand them, I fhould be glad to 
let you know how I underftand them. For I would 
you fhould do as well as mine own felf. 

Wood. If you would talk with me to do me good, 
I would be content to hear you, and tell you my 
mind; otherwife I fhould be loth. 

Chich. Nay, I will promife you, if I can do you 
no good, I will do.ypu no harm: for if I meant to do 
you harm, I would lay your own hand-writing againft 
you, but I will not: wherefore be in no doubt of me. 
What fay you to the facrament of matrimony? is it a 
facrament or no? What think you of it? 

Wood. I think it is an holy inftitution ordained by 
God in paradife, and fo to continue to the world's end. 

Chich. Lo, now you fhall fee how you be de- 
ceived in that, as you be in all the reft. Come hi- 
ther. -You can read Latin I am fure. 

Wood. Yes, 1 can read Latin, but I underftand 
very little. 

Chich. Come to me, you fhall fee that Paul calleth 
it an holy facrament. For thefe are his words, " For 
this caufe fhall a man leave his father and mother, and 
fhall be joined to his wife: 'and two fhall be made 
one flefh :" this is a great facrament. 

Wood. I remember fuch a faying ; but St. Paul 
calleth it not a facrament, but he faith, ".It is a 
great myftery." 

Chich. Where faith he fo ? 

Wood. I am not fure in what text it is, bu t I am 
fure thefe are St. Paul's words, and that he calleth it 
not a facrament in all his writings. 

Chich. What, the laft day you were full of fcrip- 
tures! here it is written, and there 1 it is written. Why, 
we can rehcarfe the fcripturcs as well as you. Where- 
fore, if we are fure it is written, it is no great matter 
for the place. Come hither, I will fhew you the 
place, I think, that you mean. 

I looked, and it was written Sacramentum. . I 
know'itis a great myftery, in the Englifh tranflation> 

Chich. I permit it to be a myftery. What is a 
myftery? - - 

Wood. A myftery is (as I take it) unfeen ; for he 
faith, he fpeaketh betwixt Chrift and the congrega- 
tion : fo the great myftery that he fpeaketh of, I take 
to be the faith of them that are married, which is 
hid in Chrift, which- we fee not, but Chrift. But the 
deed which is in the congregation]' 'which is the out- 
ward marriage we tee, but the inward marriage of 
the heart we fee not. Wherefore Paul calleth it a 
myftery. Therefore if it be a facrament, it is invifi- 
ble to us: it is notjfeenj as other facraments are. 

Chich. Nay, I tell you it is a vifible facrament, 
feen as the others are; for is not the marriage feen, 
is not the man and woman feen? 

Wood. My lordj I pray you, what is a facrament? 

Chich. It is a fign of a holy thing. 

Wood. Methinks you have' certified me very well. 
There need not be a fign of a holy thing, where the 
holy thing is itfelf. 

Then his chaplains would have interrupted me, but 
I deftred my lord I might fpeak my mind in the matter. 
So with much ado he bade me fay what I could. 

There need not be a fign of a' thing, where the 
thing is itfelf. Matrimony is holy of itfelf, and is 
ended outwardly, and need no more figns but "them- 
felves; fo it cannot be a facrament as others be. 

Chich. Lo, how much you fpeak againft yourfelf. 
For example, I come by an hofier's fhop, and there 
hangeth a pair of hofe, which be hofe, and are a 
fign that hofe is fold within. 

Priejl. What fay you to this? Now my lord hath 
hit you home indeed. 

Wood. He hath hit me periloufly, I tell you, with 
fophiftry to blind mine eyes withal. I wonder you 
are 
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are not all alhamed of it. I can anfwer that to all 
your fhames, if I might be juftly heard. 

PricJL What, you are angry, methinks. 

Wood. I am not angry, but I am in earneft, to 
fee your blindnefs and folly. I talked of the fcrip- 
tures that be written, and it is God's word, to prove 
my matter true by, and you will prove your matter 
true by a pair of hpfe. And you can as well prove 
it by that as by God's word. 

Prkfi.. Why, is there nothing true but what is 
written in the Bible? 

Wood. St. Paul faith to the Galatians, chap. i. 
" If an angel come from heaven, and preach any 
other doctrine than may be proved by God's word, 
hold him accurfed:" and fo do I, j tell you plainly. 

Priefl. Here is a Teftanient in my hand, if I hurl 
it into the fire and burn it, have I burned God's word 
or not? I will buy a new one for fixteen-pence. 

Wood* I fay you have burned God's word, and I 
believe he that will burn a Teftament willingly, 
would bum God himfelf, if he were here, if he 
could; for he and his word are one. 

Then they made a great laughing at it. 

Wood: Laugh op. Your laughing will be turned 
to weeping, and all fuch joy will be turned to mourn- 
ing, if you repent it not with fpeed. 

Then the bifliop began to cloak the prieft's folly, 
and faid, Why, if my counting-houfe were ftill of 
books, and if my .houfe mould chance to be on fire, 
and be burned, was God's word burned? 

Wood. No, my lord, becaufe they were burned 
againft your will: but yet if you ftiould burn them 
willingly, or think it well, you burn God's word as 
well as he. For he that is not forry for a Ihrewd 
turni doth allow it to be good. 

/Chich]. Follow your vocation; you have a little 
learning. " We have an altar, whereof you may 
not eat;" What meaneth St. Paul thereby? 

ty$pd.. There^is no man fo fpolifh to eat ftones, I 
Ijipppfe, 

Chichi What mockers and fcbrners be. you, to 
fay* rip man will be fp foolifh to eat ftones?- it, is,.a. 
plain mock. 

r Wood. Why, my lord, you faid I; had no, learning, 
nor knowledge, nor underftanding : wherefore it be-, 
comes you to make things more, plain to me, and not 
to alk me fuch dark queftions, and yet blame me too; 
methinks it is top much. - 

..Chifih.'. I dare fay you know, whaf: it meaneth well 
en.pU;gh. The greateft fool in my houfe will under- 
ftand my meaning better than you, dp. 

There flood forne of his men at a diftance, talking 
together by a wipdpw. He called one by his name. 

Chich,. Pome hither, I fay to- thee thou lhalt; not 
eat, of this table. What do I mean thereby? 

Chich, Man. Fprfooth, my. lord, you would not 
bave me eat of this table ; laying his hand thereon. 

With this.anfwejr he.made all : them in the houfe fall 
a laughing, and I could not hold, it in, but burft out 
With laughter, and faid — 

He hath expounded the matter almpft as. well as I. 

Chich. He meaneth well enough, if you would 
Underftand him. 

Anfwerme again, to make it more plain, I fay tp 
•thee thou lhalt not eat of this table. What, mean, I : 
thereby ? • 

Chich. Man. Forfooth, you. would not have me 
eat this table. 

Thefe words -made them all. laugh. Wherewith 
the bilhpp was. almpft . angry, becaufe the anfwer 
proved no better, and faid — 

He meaneth that I wpuld not. have him eat any of. 
the meat that is.fet upon .this table. Howfayeft 
thpu, doft thou nptjineah fp? 

Chich. Man. Yes, fprfppth, my .lord,, that was my. 
meaning indeed. 

Wood. Yea, my lord, now. you .have tpld him 
what you mean, he can fay fo too: and. fp. cpuJd I 
have dpne (as little wit as I have) if;you had. faid, 



Paul meant that no man mould eat of that which was 
offered upon the altar, but the -priefts. , 

Chich. Yea, I perceive you underftand the mean- 
ing of Paul well enough, but that you like to cavil 
with me. 

Wood. Why, my lord, do you think I underftand 
fuch dark places, of the fcripture without learning? 
You faid, even now, I had no knowledge nor learnl 
ing, wherefore I. anfwered you as you judged of rae ~ 

Chich. Well, let this matter pafs„ and let us turn 
to the principal again. How lay you by the facra- 
ment of the altar ? 

. Wood. You mean the facrament of the body and • 
blood of Jefus Chrift. . 

. Chich. 1 mean the facrament of the altar, and fo I 
fey. 

. jWood. You mean Chrift, to be the altar, do you 

Chich. I mean the facrament of the altar in the 
church. What, is it fo ftrange to you? 

Wood. It is ftrange to me indeed, if.you mean the 
altar of ftone. 

Chich. It is that altar that I mean. 

Wood. I underftand not the altar fo. . 

Chich. No,' I think fo indeed: and that is the 
caufe that you be deceived. I pray you, how do you 
underftand the altar then? 

Wood. If you will give me leave till I have done, 
I will fliew you how I underftand the altar, and where 

Chich. Yes, you fliall have leave to fay your mind 
as much as you will. 

. Wood. It is written, Matt, xviii. " That wherefo- 
ever two or three be gathered together in Chrift's 
name, there is he in the midfi of them; arid whatfoever 
they alk the Father upon earth, it fhall ,be granted 
them in heaven." Agreeing to the 5th oj Matthew, 
fay ing, " When thou'comeft to offer thy gift at the al- 
tar, and there remembereft that thy brother hatlVought 
againft thee, leave there thy offering, and go fiift and 
i be reconciled to thy brother, and. then offer thy gift." 

The priefts would have interrupted me, but the bifliop 
j bade them let me alone, for (faid he) you fhall hear a 
' pretty conclufion anon. . 

I pray you let me make an end, quoth I, and then 
find fault with me if you can. Now to the matter.. 
■ In thefe two places of fcripture, Ijprove that Ghriftis 
: the true altar, whereon every Chriftian man and wo- 
man ought to come and offer their gifts. Firft,where- 
: foever the people are gathered together in Chrift'S; 

name, there is he in the midft; and where he is, there 
, is the altar, fo that we may be bold to cpme and offer 
i pur gift, if we be in love and charity; if not, we muft 
; leave there our offering, and go firft and be reconciled, 
! to pur brother, and agree with him quickly, and fo 
forth, and then come and offer our gift. Some will 
j fay, How fhail I agree with mine adverfary, when he 
is an hundred miles off? May I not pray till I have 
fpoken with him,? To all fuch I anfwer. If thou dpft 
prefume to pray among the faithful, wiihing evil to any 
man, woman or child, thou afkeft vengeance upon thy- 
felf. No fuch afketh. any thing elfe of the Lord in his. 
prayer. Wherefore agree with thine adverfary, that 
. is, make. thy life agreeable, to God-', 1 ! wprd. Say in thy. 
J heart, without diflimulation, that thou afkeft God and 
! the world forgivenefs from thy heart, intending never 
j to offend them any more. Then all fuch may be bold 
; tp come and offer their gift, their prayer, on the altar, 
where, the people of God are gathered together. 
'; Thus have I fhewed you my mind, both of the altar, 

and of the offering, as, I underftand it. 
; Chich. Do you underftand .the offering and, the- 
; altar, fo? I never heard any m&n underftand it.fo, no 
' not Luther, the great heretic, that .was condemned by; 
: a.general council, and his piclure burned. 
! Wood. If he were; an - heretic, I. think he underr 
! ftood. it, not fo indeed, but I am fure all chriftians 
' ought to underftand it fo. 

j Chich. O wbat vain-glory isin .yog, as-.thpugh. you 
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underftood all things, and other men nothing? Hear 
mc; I will fliewyou the true undcrftanding both of the 
altar, and the ottering on the altar. We have an altar 
(laid Paul, Heb. xiii.) " thac ye may not eat of." 
Meaning, thac no man might eat of that which was 
offered on the altar, but the prieft. For in Paul's time 
all the living that the prieft had, the people came and 
offered it on the altar, money or other things: and 
when the people came to offer it, and then remember- 
ed that they had any thing againft their brother, then 
they left their offering upon the altar, and went and 
were reconciled to their brother: and they came again 
and offered their gift, and the prieft had it. This is 
the true underftanding of the place that you have re- 
hearfed; wherefore you be deceived. 

Wood. My lord, that was the ufe in the old law. 
Chrift was the end of that. But indeed I perceive by 
Paul's words, that facrifice was offered in Paul's time : 
yet that maketh not that it was well done, but he re- 
buked it. Wherefore it feemeth to me that you be de- 
ceived. . 

Cbich. Who fhall be judges between us in this mat- 

Wood. The 12th of John declareth who fliall be 
judge in the laft day. 
. Chicb. You mean the word fhall judge the word, 
how can that be? 

Wood. St. Peter faith, " The fcripture hath no 
private interpretation;" but one fcripture muft be un- 
derftood by another. 

Cbich. You will underftand it one way, and I will 
underftand it another; and who fliall be judge between 
us then? 

Wood. The true church of God is able to difcufs 
all doubts : to whom 1 reter it. 

Cbich. 1 am glad you fay fo, if you mean fo in- 
deed. 

Wood. My lord, I never meant otherwife. 

Cbich. The church of God doth allow the facra- 
ment of the altar. 

Wood. What do you now offer upon the altar ? 

Cbich. We.oft'er up, in the bleffcd facrament of the 
altar, the body of Chrift, to pacify the wrath of Sod 
the Father ; and therewith they all put off their caps 
to the abominable idol. 

Wood. St. Paul faith to the Hebrews, in the 10th 
chapter, " We are fanctined by offering of the body 
of Jefus Chrift upon the crofs once for all :" and all 
priefts are daily miniitering, and oftentimes offering 
one manner of ottering, which can never take away 
fins ; and that is the ottering that you ufe to offer. As 
far as 1 can fee, you be priefts after the order of Aaron, 
that offered up facrifice for their own fins, and the fins 
of the people. 

Cbich. Nay, Aaron's facrifice was with blood, which 
iignifieth the death of Chrift, the which was ended up- 
on the crofs by his blood-fhedding ; .but we are priefts 
after the order of Melchifedek, which offereth bread to 
the king in remembrance, and fignifieth the giving of 
Chrift's body in bread and wine at the laft fupper, 
which he gave to his difciples, and commanded it to be 
ufed to the end of the world. This is the facrifice that 
we offer, according to his word. 

Wood. I think you have made the matter plain to 
me, that as Chrift was the end of all facrifices, fo was 
he the beginning of the facraments, willing them to 
be ufed in remembrance of him, to the world's end. 

Chicb. What in remembrance of him; and not 
himfelf, as his word faith, " Take, eat, this is my 
body;" it is not the fign only, but the thing itfelfi 
. How fay you? is it not his body, after the words are 
fpoken by the prieft? How fay you? Go briefly to 
work, for I cannot long tarry with you. 

Wood. My lord, if you will anfwer me to one fa- 
crament, I will anfwer you to another. 

Cbich. Yes, I am well content with that. 

Wood. If you fay the words of baptifm over the 
water, and there be no child there, is there true bap- 
tifm ? 

No. 50. 
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Cbich. No, there muft be the water, the word and 
the child, and then iris baptifm. 

Wood. Very well. Then if a child be baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, it is not truly 
baptized. 

Cbicb. No: the child muft be baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, 
or clfe it is not truly baptized. 

Wood. Then there may be nothing added, nor 
taken away from the facraments? 

Cbich. No. 

Wood. Now, my lord, I will anfwer to you, if you 
pleafe. . 

Cbicb. Well, how fay you, «« Take, eat; this is my 
body •" is it not Chrift's body, as foon as the words be 
faid? 

Wood. My lord, I will anfwer you by your own 
words, which is true: the water, the word, and the 
child; all thefe together make baptifm: the bread, 
wine, and the word, make the facrament; and the 
eater, eating in true faith, maketh it his body-. Here 
1 prove it is not Chrift's body, but to the faithful re- 
ceiver. For he faid, " Take, eat, this is my body." 
He called it not his body before eating, but after. St. 
Auguftine faith, Believe and thou Haft eaten. And St. 
John faith, " He that believeth in God, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him :" fo it is impoffible to dwell 
in God, and to eat his body, without a true faith. 

Prieft. . Then the faith of the receiver maketh it 
his body, and not his word, by your faying. I pray you 
what did Judas eat? 

Wood. Judas did eat the facrament of Chrift, and 
the devil withal. 

Prieft. He eat the body of Chrift unworthily, as 
St. Paul faith. 

Wood. Nay, St. Paul faith no fuch thing. He 
fpeaketh not of eating his body unworthily, but of the 
facrament unworthily. For he faith, " Whofocver 
cateth of this bread, and drinketh of this cup unwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh his own damnation, becaufe 
he maketh no difference of the Lord's body." If Ju- 
das had eat Chrift's body, it muft needs follow, that 
Judas is faved. For Chrift faith, in the 6th of John, 
" Whofoever eateth my flefh, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life, and I will raife him up again at the 
laft day." 

Prieft. My lord, this man is an interpreter after 
his own mind. 

Cbich. I fee it is but folly to talk with you; it is 
but loft labour. How fay you ? do you hot believe 
that after the words be faid, there remaineth neither 
bread nor wine, but the real body of Chrift? Make 
me a pjain anfwer, for I will talk no more with you. 

Wood. I will make you a direcl: anfwer, how I be- 
lieve of the true facrament. I do believe, that if I 
come to receive the facrament of the body and blood 
of Chrift truly miniftered, believing that Chrift was 
born for me, and that I fliall be faved from my fins by 
his blood-fhedding, and fo receive the facrament in 
that remembrance, then I believe I do receive wholly 
Chrift, God and man, my ftically by faith : this I believe. . 

Cbich. Why, then in is no body without faith; 
God's word is of no force, as you count it. 

Wood. My lord, I have told you my mind without 
diffimulation, and more you get not of me, without 
you will talk with me by the fcriptures : and if you 
will do fo, I will begin anew with you, and prove it 
more plainly three or four manner of ways, that you 
fliall not fay nay to that I have faid. 

Then they made a great laughing, and faid, This is 
an heretic indeed; it is time he were burned. Which 
words moved my fpirit, and I faid to them, Judge not, 
left you be judged. For as you judge me, you fhall be 
judged yourfelves. What you tall herefy, I ferve 
God truly with, as you all fliall well know, when you 
fhall be in hell, and have blood to drink, and fliall be 
compelled to fay for pain, This was the man that we 
jefted on, and whofe talk we thought foolifhnefs, and 
his end to be without honour : but now we may fee 
7 F how 
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how he is counted among the faints of God, and we 
are puriifhed. Thefe words you fhall fay, being in 
hell, if you repent not with fpeed, if you confent to 
the fhedding of my blood : wherefore look to it, I 
give you counfel. 

Priejl. What, you are angry, methinks. Now I 
will fay more to you than I thought to have done. 
You were at Baxill a twelvemonth ago, and fent for 
the parfon, and talked with him in the church-yard, 
and would not go into the Church ; for you faid it 
was the idol's temple. Yea, I was with mine old 
lord, when he came to the King's-Bench to you, and 
you faid many ftout words to him. 

Wood. That I faid, I faid : and where you faid I 
was angry, I take God to my record, I am not, but 
am zealous in the truth, and fpeak out of the Spirit of 
God with cheerfulnefs. 

Prieft.. The Spirit of God ? hough, hough, hough ! 
think yc >u that you have the Spirit of God ? 

Wood. I believe furely that I have the Spirit of 
God, 1 praife God for it; and you are deceivers, 
mockers, and fcorners before God, and are the chil- 
dren of hell, all the fort of you, as far as I can fee. 
And therewith came in Dr. Story, pointing at me 
with his finger, fpeaking to the bifhop in Latin, fay- 
ing at length : 

Story. I can fay nothing to him, but he is an here- 
tic. I have heard you talk this hour and a half, and 
can hear no reafon in him. 

Wood. Judge not, left you be judged : for as you 
judge, you mall be judged yourfelf. 

Story. What, be you a preaching ? you fhall 
preach at a (lake fhortly with your fellows. My lord, 
trouble yourfelf no more with him. 

With thefe words, one brought word that the abbot 
of Weftminfter was come to dine with the bifhop, and 
many other gentlemen and women. Then there was 
running away with fpeed to him. 

Then faid Dr. Story to my keeper, Carry him to 
the Marfhalfea again, keep him clofe, and let nobody 
come to fpeak with him. 

And fo they departed. Then one of the priefts be- 
gan to flatter me, and faid, For God's fake remember 
yourfelf. God hath given you a good wit : you have 
read the fcriptures well, and have borne them well in 
memory. It were a great pity you fliould do amifs. 

Wood. What a flatterer be you, to fay my wit is 
good, and that I have read the fcriptures well ; and 
but even now you faid I was an heretic, and defpifed 
me. If I be an heretic, I can have no good wit, as 
you have confefled. But I think your own confci- 
cnce doth accufe you. God give you grace to repent, 
if it be his will. 

Prieft* I call it a good wit, becaufe you are expert 
in all queftions. 

Wood. You may call it a wicked wit, if it agree 
not with God's word. Then one cried, Away, away, 
here come ftrangers. So we departed, and. I came 
again to the Marfhalfea with my keeper. 

The Third Examination of Mr. WOODMAN, (copied 
with his own . Hand) before Dr. LANGDALE, 
Chaplain to my Lord MONTAGUE, and Mr. 
JAMES GAGE, at my Lord MONTAGUE'S 
Houfe, near St. Mary Overy's, in Southwark, 
May 12, 1557. 

THE 12th of May the marfhal came to the Mar- 
fhalfea, and fent for me to fpeak with him. 
When I came before him and had done my duty, he 
afked my name, and what countryman I was ; I in- 
formed him both. Then he afked me when I was 
abrdad in the city. To whom I anfwered, If it fhall 
pleafe your mafterfhip, I was abroad in - the city on 
1 Monday was feven-night. 

Marflial. What took you abroad ? 
Wood. The bifhop of Chichefter fent for me to 
talk with me at his houfe, near St. Nicholas's Sham- 
bles. 



Marfhal. Were you abroad no otherwife than fo ? 

Wood. No, forfooth : I was never abroad fince i 
was fent hither, but then. For I have nothing to do 
abroad, linlefs they fend forme. 

Marflial. This is a marvellous matter. I promife 
you t was not fo rebuked thefe feven years, as I was 
for you within thefe three days. It is reported that 
you were abroad in the city at certain taverns, and 
fpake feditious words both in the taverns and ftreets as 

Wood. Sir, the truth is, I was in never a houfe or 
tavern while I was abroad, but in the bifhop's houfe 
as my keeper can, and will (I am Aire) teftify : nor 
did I ever talk with any man in the ftreets as I came, 
but with my keeper, except one man indeed, of the 
parifh of Framfield, in Suflex, where Mr. James 
Gage dwelleth. His name is Robert Smith, being one 
of my greateft enemies ; who flood in a wain as we 
came by, and was unlading of cheefe but a little way 
from the Marfhalfea. Indeed I bade him God fpeed, 
and afked him how he did: and he faid, well, he 
thanked me. And he afked me how I did ; and I faid, 
well, I praife God ; and that was all the talk that we' 
had. And thefe words were fpoken as I came by 
him : I promife you, fir, I flood not ftill while I fpake 
them, as my keeper can tell : and 1 think thefe words 
were not feditious words, but might be fpoken well 
enough, I think, or elfe it were very flrait. 

Marjli. Then it is to be thought^ that that man re- 
ported otherwife than it was. I am glad it is as you 
fay. Well, make you ready : for you mud go forth 
ftraitway, . where you fhall be examined of that and of 
other things, where you fhall anfwer for yourfelf. 
Go, make hafte, for I will tarry till you be ready, 

So I departed, and went to my fellow-prifoners, and 
took my leave of them, defiring them to pray for me, 
for I expeaed to fee them no more. I did fuppofe I 
fliould have gone before the council, becaufe the mar- 
fhal faid, he would tarry for me hrmfelf : and efpeci- 
ally becaufe he faid, it was reported that I had fpoken 
feditious words, I imagined they had contrived falfe 
things againft me to bring me to my end. I remem- 
bered what Chrift faid, " The fervant is not above his 
lord." Seeing the Jews brought falfe witnefs againft 
Chrift, I thought they would do much more, or at-leaft 
do fo to me, if God would fuffer them, which made 
me think the worft. But I was fure that all the world 
could not juftly accufe me of any fuch thing, which 
made me merry and joyful, being confident withal, 
that they could do no more againft me than God 
would permit. I took my leave of my fellow-prifon- 
ers, and went to the marfhal in the porter's lodge, 
and he delivered me to one of his own men, and one 
of my lord Montague's men, and bade me go with 
them : and they carried me to my lord Montague's 
Place, in Southwark, not far from St. Mary Overy's, 
and brought me into a chamber in my lord Monta- 
gue's houfe ; and there was one Dr. Langdale, chap- 
lain to my lord. My keepers faid to the doctor, This 
is the man that we went for. 

Lang. Is your name Woodman ? 
Wood. Yea, forfooth, that is my name. 
Then he began with a great circumftance, and faid, 
I am forry for you, that you will not be ruled, but 
ftand fo much in your own conceit, difpleafing your 
father and others, judging that all the realm doth 
evil, faving a few that do as you do : what think you of 
them that died long ago, your grandfather, with their 
fathers before them ? You judge them to be damned, 
and all others that ufe the fame as they did throughout 
all Chriftendom, unlefs it be in Germany, and here in 
England a few years, and in Denmark ; and yet they 
are returned again. Thus we are fure this is the 
truth, and I would you fhould do well. Your father 
is an honeft man, and one of my parifh, and hath 
wept to me divers times becaufe you would not be 
ruled : and he loveth you well, and fo doth all the 
country, both rich and poor, if it were not for thofe 
evil opinions that you hold. 
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Wood. I pray you give me leave t6 fpeak a few 
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Yes, fay your mind. 
Wood. You have told a great long tale, as it were 
againft me (as you think), faying, I hold this and 
that; I judge my father and my grandfather, and al- 
inoft all the world, except a few of our feci. But I 
judge no man. The 12th of John declareth, who it 
is that judgeth, and fhall judge in the laft day. The 
father ihall not bear the fon's offences, nor the fon the 
father's offences : but that foul that finneth fhall die, 
as faith the prophet. And again, We may not follow 
a multitude to do evil, as faith the prophet: for the 
rooft go the wrong way. And Chrift faith in the 12th. 
of Luke, that his flock is a little flock. Here are 
places enough to difcharge me, although I do not as 
the mod do. But can any man fay. that I do not as I 
ought to do ? where are my accufers ? 

Lang. What, you be full of fcriptures methinks, 
and call your accufers as though you were afraid to 
utter your mind to me. But I would have you not be 
afraid to talk with me, for I mean no more hurt to you 
than I do to myfelf, I take God to be my record. 

Wood. I cannot tell; it is hard trading to fail- 
words. When a man cannot trull his father nor bro- 
ther, nor others that have been his familiar friends, 
but they deceive him, a man may lawfully follow the 
example of Chrift towards them that he never faw be- 
fore, faying, " Be as wife as ferpents, and as innocent 
as doves. Beware of men, foj: they go about to be- 
tray you." And I fufpect you, becaufe you blame 
me for anfwering with the fcriptures. I doubt that 
you would take advantage of me, if I fhould fpeak 
nine own words. Wherefore I will take as good heed 
as I can, becaufe I have been deceived already by 
them I trufted mail. So blame me not, though I an- 
fwer ctrcumfpeaiy. It lhall not be faid, by God's 
help, that I will run wilfully into my enemy's hands, 
and yet I praife God my life is not dear to myfelf, but 
it is dear with God : wherefore I will do the uttermoft 
that I can to keep it. 

Lang. You are afraid where no fear is, for I was 
defired by mafter Sheriff and his brother, and other 
friends, to talk with you, and they told me that you 
were defirous to talk with me, and now you make the 
matter as though you had nothing to do with me, and 
as though you were fent to prifon for nothing: for you 
call for your accufers, as though there were no man to 
accufe you. But if there were no man to accufe 
you, your own hand-writing did accufe you enough, 
that you fet upon the church-door (if you remem- 
ber it), and other letters that you let fall abroad, 
st divers places. Wherefore you need not call for 
your accufers. Your own hand will accufe you, I 
warrant you ; it is kept fafe enough. 1 would not for 
two hundred pounds there were fo much againft me. 

Wood. I will not deny my own hand; for it cannot 
eafily be counterfeited. I do not deny but I wrote a 
letter to the prieft, and others of the parifli, declaring 
their folly and prefumption, to come into my houfe 
without my love or leave, and take out my child, and 
ufe it at their pleafure : which moved me to write my 
»ind unto them : and becaufe I could not tell how to 
convey it to them, I fet it on the church door: which 
letter my lord of Chichefter hath ; for he fhewed it me 
when I was before him : wherein is contained nothing 
but the very fcriptures, to their reproach. Let it be 
laid before me when you or he will, I will anfwerto it 
by the help of God, to all their fliames that I wrote it 
to. And as for any other letters, I wrote none, as 
you faid I did, neither had I wrote that, if they had 
done like honeft neighbours. Wherefore if they be 
offended with me for that, I will anfwer them with 
Chrift's words, in Matthew xviii. Woe unto them- 
felves, becaufe they gave me the occafion. 

And whereas you laid, I was defirous to fpeak with 
you, and that mafter Sheriff and his brother, and other 
of my friends, willed you to talk with me, and that I 
»ft now as though I had nothing to do with you, and as 
though I were fent to prifon for nothing ; the truth is, 



I know no more why I am fent to prifon; than the lcaft 
child in this town knoweth. And as for me, I defired 
not mafter Sheriff to fpeak with you ; but indeed he 
defired me that I would fpeak with you, and utter my 
faith to you. For he fuppofed that I did not believe 
well, and he reported you to be learned. But I re- 
fu'fed x to talk with you at the firft. For I remembered 
not that you were the parfon at Baxted : and I faid to 
him, I would not utter my faith to any but to the bi- 
fliopi I faid, he is my ordinary, and I appeal unto 
him. I am commanded by St. Peter, in the firft cpi T 
ftle, chap. iii. to render account of my hope that I ' 
have in God, to him that hath authority : wherefore I 
will talk with none in that matter, but with him. 
Wherefore fend me to him if you will, or elfe there 
fhall no man know my faith, I tell you plainly. 

Thefe words made the flieriff angry, and he went 
his way, and when he was gone from me, I remem- 
bered that it was you that he would have me to talk 
with ; and then I remembered that I had made the • 
promife to my father and Goodman Day, of Vefield, 
not paft a fortnight before I was taken, that whenfo- 
ever you came into the country, I would fpeak with 
you by God's help, becaufe they praifed you fo much; 
that you were learned, and they would fain hear us talk. 

So all thefe things called to remembrance, I defired 
my keeper, which was the flieriff's man, to tell his ma- 
fter that I would fain fpeak with him ; for I had re- 
membered, things that were not in my mind before* 
when I fpake to him. So he went to his mafter, and 
mewed him the matter, and he came to me ; and then 
I told him my mind, and what promife I had made ; 
and he faid he would fend for you on the morrow, as 
he did, and the meffenger brought word you could 
not come ; you preached before the queen, he faid. 
Whereupon the flieriff came up himfelf, and fpoke to 
bifhop Chriftopherfon, that he mould come down, but 
he was fick. So when he came home again, he fent 
me to the bilhop, and I have talked with him twice 
already, and I am fure he can find no fault in me, if 
he fay juftly ; and yet I know not wherefore I was 
fent to prifon ; for I was not guilty of that which was 
laid to my charge, that I had baptized children, the 
which I never did, as God knoweth ; wherefore I had 
wrong to be thus handled. 

Lang. Indeed it hath been reported, that you. 
have chriftened children; and that you chriftened 
your own child; but fince I heard fay, you would 
not have the child chriftened, which is a damnable 
way, if you deny baptifm ? and they faid, your child 
was not chriftened in a fortnight or three weeks after 
it was born, and the chiefeft of the parilh were obliged 
to fetch it out of your houfe againft your will. So 
you wrote railing words againft the prieft and them for 
their good will : the which declareth that you allow 
not the baptizing of children. And if the child had 
died, it had been damned, becaufe it was not chrif- 
tened, and yo'u mould have been damned, becaufe 
you were the hindrance thereof. 

Wood. What abominable lies have you told? Be 
you not afliamed to fpeak fuch words as you have ? 
Firft you fay, I chriftened my own child, and by and 
by you fay, I denied baptizing of children, and that 
my child was a fortnight or three weeks old before it 
was baptized. What abominable lies be thefe? I 
neither baptized my child myfelf, neither held againft 
the baptizing of it, but did moft gladly allow it; for 
it was baptized as foon as it was born, and I was glad 
thereof ; therefore you are to blame to report fuch 

Lang. I pray you, who baptized it? fome unthrift 
of your providing. 

Wood. Nay, furely, the midwife baptized it. 

Lang. But it was your mind that it mould be fo. 

Wood. Nay fure, I was not nigh home by almoft 
twenty miles, nor heard that my wife was brought to 
bed till four days after the child was chriftened. But 
it was not like to live, fo the midwife baptized it. 

Lang. Would you have had it to church to have 
been chriftened, if it had not been chriftened ? 

Wood. 
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Wood. That is no matter what I would have done. 
I am fure you cannot deny but it is fufficicntly done, if 
the midwife do it, and I hold not againft the doing of 
it, neither did 1 it myfelf, as you faid I did. 

Lang. Wherefore were you difpleafed with them 
that carried it to church ? 

Wood. Firft tell me whether the child were not 
truly baptized by the midwife? 

Lang. Yes, it was truly baptized, if fhe baptized 
it in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

Wood. Yes, that I am fure (he did, and you grant 
that was fufficient: and the caufe that I blamed them 
was, becaufe they did more to it than need was, as you 
fay. Yea, they fetched it out of the houfe, without 
my leave; which was not well done. 

Lang. They had it to church, to confirm what 

Wood. Yea, but that was more than needs. But 
God forgive them, if it be his will. Let that matter 
pafs. But I would you fhould not fay, that I hold 
againft baptizing of children; for I ido not, I take 
God to record 5 but do allow it to be mod necefiary, if 
it be truly ufed. But methought you fpake words even 
now that were unfit to be fpqken: if a child die, and 
be not baptized, it is damned. How think you? be all 
damned that receive not the outward fign of baptifm? 

Lang. Yea, that they be. 

Wood. How prove you that ? 

Lang. " Go, faith Chrift, and baptize in the nai 
of the Father, and of the Sort, and of the Holy Ghoft, 
and he that believeth, and is baptized, fliall be faved: 
and he that believeth not, (Kail be damned." Thefe 
be the words of Chrift, which are my warrant. 

Wood. Then, by your faying, baptifm bringeth 
faith, and all that be baptized in water fliall be faved. 
Shall they? 

Lang. Yea, that they fhall ; if they die before they 
come to difcretion, they fhall all of them be faved ; 
and all that be not baptized, lhall be damned every 
one of them. 

Wood. Then my fpirit was moved with him to re- 
prove him lharply, becaufe I had manifeft fcriptures 
frefh in my mind againft his faying. Then faid 1 — 

O Lord God ! how dare you fpeak fuch hlafphemy 
againft God and his word, as you do? How dare 
you take upon you to preach and teach the people, and 
underftand not what you fay? I protcft before God 
you underftand not the fcriptures, but as far as natural 
reafon can comprehend. For if you did, you would 
be afhamed to fpeak as you do. 

Lang. Wherein have I fpoken aniifs? take heed, 
you have a toy in your head will make you defpair: 1 
dare fay you cannot tell what you fay. Wherefore 
reprove you me as you do? 

Wood. Becaufe you blafpheme God ; and as for de- 
fpairing, take heed to yourfelf. For I cannot fee but 
you be out of your wits already; and as for me, I 
praife God, I can tell what I fay, and what you have 
faid ; which fhall. turn to your fhame, if you will talk 
by the fcriptures with me. 

So when he perceived that I fpake in earned, and 
challenged him to talk by the word, his colour began 
to change, and his flefti to tremble and quake. And 
I faid— 

Prove your fayings true, if you can; for I will 
prove them falfe, with God's help. You faid, All 
children, or others, that be not baptized with water, 
lhall be damned. I dare not fay fo for all the good in 
the world. And you brought in Chrift's faying as a 
warrant. In Mark xvi. it is written, " Whofo believ- 
eth, and is baptized, fhall be faved;" which words are 
true: " and whofo believeth not, fhall be damned." 
Which words be true alfo. He fays, « He that believ- 
eth not, fhall be damned." Yea, St. John faith, " He 
that believeth not, is condemned already, becaufe he 
believeth not." But neither of thefe two fcriptures, 
nor any other in all the New Teftament, faith, That 
he that is not baptized fhall be damned, or is damned 
already ; but if he believe not, he fhall be damned, 



and is damned already, as aforefaid. Then he would 
have interrupted me, and would have laid to my charge 
that I was an Anabaptift. But 1 would give him no 
place to fpeak, but faid — 

Let me make an end, and then fay what you can. 
You (hall have as much to do, wiih God's help, in this 
matter, as ever you had to anfwer a thing in your life 
You know, I am fure, it is no manners to pluck a tale 
out of a man's mouth, nor is it the order ofreafoning, 
as you know that better than I can tell you. Then 
Dr. Langdale bade me fay on. 

Wood. My faying was, that thofe that believe not, 
fhall be damned, and arc damned already. But I dare 
not fay for all the goods under heaven, that all thofe 
that receive no material baptifm by water fhall be 
damned, as you have faid : but I would you fhould not 
gather of thefe words, that I deny baptifm, as you 
were about to accufe me of, before I had half told out 
my tale. I would not have you, nor any man fo rafli 
in judgment, to condemn the thing that they arc not 
able to prove by the word, and to make it feem to the 
fimple, that the outward wafhing of water were the 
caufe of faith. 

Lang. Why, is it notfo? Will you deny it? How 
fay you ? I fay, the child hath no faith before it is 
baptized ; therefore, the baptizing bringeth faith. 
What fay you to it ? Make me a plain anfwer to this 
queftion. 

Wood. Now I perceive you go about nothing elfe, 
but to take advantage of my words. But, by God's 
help, 1 will anfwer you fo, that you fhall well fee your 
fayings untrue. And yet I will not fpeak mine own 
words, but the words of the Holy Ghoft, out of the 
mouth of the prophets and apoftles ; and then afk 
them whether they will deny it. 

You faid, that faith cometh by baptifm, had by the 
ufe of material water. I muft be fo bold to afk you 
where Jacob was baptized before he had faith. St. 
Paul faith in the 9th chapter to the Romans, " Before 
ever the children were born, before ever they had done 
either good or bad, that the purpofc of God, which is 
by election, might ftand, not by the reafon of works, 
but by the grace of the Caller, the elder fhall ferve the 
younger. Jacob have 1 loved, and Efau have 1 hated." 
How think you, had this child faith before he were 
born, or no ? Anfwer to this, if you can. 

Lang: What, you fpeak of the old law. Jacob 
was not chriftcned, but circumcifcd. I,fpeak of bap- 
tifm, and you are gone from baptizing to the time of 
circumcifion ; anfwer me to the baptizing. Remem- 
ber, by your talk, you deny original fin and free-will, 
by the words that you brought in of St. Paul. 

For if children can be faved without baptifm, then it 
muft needs follow, that children have no original tin, 
which is put away in baptizing. But I think you 
know not what original fin is, nor free-will neither. 

Wood. Yes, 1 praife God, I think 1 can tell them 
all better than you can. Firft, I pray you what free- 
will hath man to do good of himfelf ? Tell me tins 
firft, and then I will anfwer to all other quefhons that 
you have objected againft me. 

Lang. 1 fay that all men have as much frce-wilf 
now, as Adam had before his fall. 
Wood. Pray, how prove you that ? 
Lang. Thus 1 prove it, that as fin entered into the 
world, and by the means of one that finned all men be- 
came finners, which was by Adam; fo by the obedience 
of one man, righteoufnefs came upon all men that had 
finned, and fet them as free as they were before their 
fall, which was by Jefus Chrift, Rom. v. 

Wood. O Lord, what an overthrow have you given 
yourfelf here in original fin, and cannot fecit! roi, 
in proving that we have free-will, you have quite de- 
nied original fin. For you have declared that we tie 
fet as free by the death of Chrift, as Adam was before 
his fall ; and I am fure that Adam had no original fin 
before his fall. If we be as free now as he was ! then, 1 
marvel wherefore Paul complained thrice to God, to 
take away the fting of it, God making him anfwer, ant 
faying, " My grace is fufficient for thee." 
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Thcfe words, with divers others, prove original fin 
in us ; but not that it fliall hurt God's elecl. people, 
but that his grace is fufficieht for all his. But you' fay 
in one place, it is not without baptifm ; and in ano- 
ther place, you put it away quite by the death of 
Chrift:; and in very deed you have fpoken truer in 
the matter than you are aware of. For all that believe 
in Chrift are baptized in the blood of Chrift that he 
fhed on the crofs, and in the water that he fweat for 
pain, and the putting away of our fins at his death. 
And yet I fay with David, Pf. li. " In fin was I born, 
and in fin hath fny mother conceived me :" but in no 
fuch fin that fliall be imputed, becaufe I am born of 
God by faith, as St. John faith, chap. iii. Therefore 
I am blefled, as faith the prophet, Pf. xxiii. " Becaufe 
the Lord imputeth not my fin," and not bacaufe I 
have no fin ; but becaufe- God hath not imputed my 
fins. Not of our own defervirig, but of his free mercy 
he hath faved us. Where is now your boafted free 
will that you fpeak of? If we have free will, then our 
falvation cometh of our own felves, and not of God ; 
■which is great blafphemy againft God and his word. 

And St. James faith, chap. i. " Every good and 
perfect gift cometh from above, from the Father of 
light, with whom is no variableness, neither is he 
changed into darknefs. Of his own will he begat us. 
For the wind bloweth where it lifteth, and we hear the 
found thereof ; " as likewife faith St. John, chap. iii. 
" but we cannot tell from whence it cometh, neither 
whither it goeth : even fo is it with every one that is 
born of God." For St. Paul faith, Phil. ii. " It is 
God that worketh in us both to will and to do of his 
good pleafure." Seeing then that every good and 
perfect gift cometh from above, and alighteth upon 
whom it pleafeth God, and that lie worketh in us both 
to will and to do, methinks all the reft of our own will is 
little worth, or nought at all, unlefs it be wickednefs. 
So methinks here be places enough to prove that a 
man hath no free will to do good of himfelf, with an 
hundred places more that I could recite, if time did 
ferve. And as for original firr, I think I have de- 
clared my mind therein, how it remaineth in man; 
which you cannot deny, unlefs you deny the word of 
God. Now, if you will fuffer me, I will prove my 
faying of Jacob and Efau, that I brought.in to prove 
that faith was before /baptifm, and you refufed it, be- 
caufe (you laid) Jacob was not baptized. If you will 
give me leave, you lhall hear what I can fay therein ; 
for I fuppofe you think my taifeviong,-- ThisrL-faid, 
becaufe I perceived he was much offended at my fay- 
ings. 

Lang. Say what you can ; for what I have faid to 
you is ineffectual. I was defired to fend for you, to 
teach you, but you go about to reprove me. Say 
what you will, for me. . 

Wood. I take not upon me to teach you, but to an- 
fwer fuch things as you fhall lay to my charge : and I 
fpeak not mine own mind, but the mind of the Holy 
Ghoft, written by the prophets and apoftles. Will 
you give me leave to anfwer briefly in this matter, 
that you may report to others the opinions I hold ? 
And he faid he was contented. But I think it was for 
nothing but to have taken advantage of my words. 

Firft, if yoii remember, you faid, that if my child 
had died withoutjjaptifm, if I had been the caufe that 
it had not been baptized, the child fhould have been 
damned, and I too. How fay you ? 

Lang. Yea, that you fhould. 

Wood. That is moft untrue. For the prophet 
faith, " The father fhall not bear the child's offences, 
nor the child the father's : but the foul that finneth 
fhall die." What could the child have done withal, 
if it had died without baptifm? What fay you to this? 
And I am fure, that which I brought in, in the old 
law, to prove that faith is before baptifm, is not difa- 
reeable to the word. For circumcifion is a figure of 
aptifm. And that I may bring to prove baptifm by, 
as well as Peter did : for' he brought in Noah's flood, 
which was a long time before Jacob and Efau, to 
prove baptifm, faying, « While the ark was prepar- 



ing, wherein few (that is to fay eight fouls) were 
faved by vjater, like as baptifm now alfo faveth Us, 
not in putting away of the filth of the fleflt, but there 
is a good confeiance confenting to God." 

Here Peter proveth, that Water had not faved Noah 
and the other feven, no more than it faved all the reft; 
if it had not been for their faith, which faith now fav- 
eth us ; not in putting away the filthy foil of the flefh, 
by the wafhing of the -water, but by a good confeience 
confenting unto God. 

But you faid, If they be baptized with the water, if 
they die before they come to years of difcretion, thev 
are all fav'ed ; which St. Peter is clean againft, unlefs 
you grant that children have faith before they are bap- 
tized. 

Now I afkyou what content of confeience the chil- 
dren have, being infants. For you fay, they believe 
not before they are baptized ; therefore, they confent 
not to be baptized, becaufe they believe not. And 
by this it followed!, that none fliall be faved, if they 
be baptized. I would know how you can anfwer this. 

Lang. You are the moft perverfe man I ever knew. 
You. know not what you fay. The children are bap- 
tized in their godfather's and godmother's faith, and 
that is the good confeience that St. Peter fpeaketh of: 
and the chriftening is the keeping of the law that St. 
Peter fpeaketh of, faying, Neither is circumcifion any 
thing worth, nor uncircumcifion any thing worth, but 
keeping of the law is all together. Like as the cir- 
cumcifion was the keeping of the old law, fo is bap- 
tifm the keeping of the new law. 

Wood. Ah, I thought if you would talk with me, 
you would bring in the old law to maintain your fay- 
ings by, (for all that you refufed it) when I brought 
it in. But yet it ferveth not for yoiTr pnrpofe, fo much 
as you think ; for here you have confeffed, that neither 
circumcifion availeth, nor uncircumcifion ; which you 
have coupled with baptifm, proving that neither of 
them availeth, but keeping of the law is all together : 
which law is kept (you fay) by the outward figns ; 
which is not fo : for Abraham believed God, and that 
was counted to him for righteoufnefs, and this was be- 
fore he was circumcifed. So the children believe be- 
fore they be either circumcifed or baptized, accord- 
ing to my firft faying of Jacob and Efau, « Jacob I 
loved, but Efau I hated." Thefe words declare, 
that Jacob had faith in his mother's womb : and John 
Baptift was fanftified in his mother's womb, and there- 
fore it was counted to them for righteoufnefs: and I am 
fure, if they had died before they had either received 
circumcifion or baptifrt) as concerning the outward 
deed, they fhould have been faved. For God's gifts 
and callings are fuch, that he cannot repent of them. 
But, by your faying, he doth both repent and change. 
For you fay, keeping of the outward law is all toge- 
ther; but a bad excule is as good as none at all. And 
where you faid, the children are baptized in their 
godfathers' and godmothers' faith, they being all un- 
believers, in what faith is that child baptized then ? 
In none at all, by your own faying. Which words 
made him ftamp and flare. 

Lang. What? then you would count that there 
were very few believers, if there be not one of three 
that believeth. You enter into judgment againft the 
people. Poffibly you think there be none that believe 
well, unlefs they be of your mind. Then indeed 
Chrift's flock was a very little flock. 

Wood. Indeed thefe are Chrift's words in Luke xii. 
which we may* fee to be very true. Yea, you faid, if 
there were not one amongft three, there were very 
few. But there is not one amongft three hundred, 
for any ihing that I can fee. For if there were, there 
would not be fo many that would feek their neigh- 
bour's goods and lives as there be. 

' Lang. Is the flock of Chrift fuch a little flock as 
you fpeak of? You may call it a great flock. How 
many be there of them, can you tell me ? 

Wood. A pre,tty queftion, I think, it is that you 
afk me : as though I did make myfelf equal with God. 
No, no, you fliall cateh no fuch advantage of my 
7 Q words, 
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words, nor do I know hpw many there be. But I will 
tell you as near as I can. 

Lang. Yea, I pray you tell me as much as you 
can, feeing you are fo cunning. 

Wood. You fhall fee- my judgment in it by and by. 
Firft, the prophet faith, •« Follow not a multitude to do 
evil, for they mult go the wrong way." For the mod 
go the wrong, way. Thi* is one point to know them. 

Then Chrift faith in Matt. vii. " Broad is the way, 
and wide is the gate that lcadeth unto deltruflion, and 
many there be that go in thereat: and flraight is the 
gate, and narrow is- the way that leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it." And in Luke xii. it is 
written (which words were fpoken of Chrift), " Come, 
you little flock, it is my Father's will to give you a 
kingdom." The third point is this, in Mark iii. and 
Matt. ii. " You (faith Chrift) fhall know the tree by 
the fruit*. A good tree bringeth forth good fruit, and 
a bad tree bringeth forth bad fruit :" fo by the fruits I 
know them : for every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit, muft be hewn down, and caft into the fire 
(into hell . I think Chrift meant), and your fruits de- 
clare that you be one of them. Thus have I proved 
four ways, that the people who fhall be faved make 
but a fmall company in comparifon with the reft. But 
if that be not enough, for the proof thereof, I have 
twenty more ways to prove it by, and you were never 
the nearer your purpofe. 

Lang. What a naughty man are you f you would 
make the moft patient man in the world angry with 
you. I think your talk is nothing but pride and vain- 
glory, with mockery, defpifing and judging of men. 
It is time fuch a fellow were apprehended indeed. 
Such a one is enough to trouble a whole country. I 
think he is bleffed of God that took you ; for you are 
not fit to be in a common-wealth. 

With divers fuch like words that I cannot recite, 
they came out fo thick, with fuch ftamping, as though 
he had been out of his wits. I held my peace until he 
had made an end, and then I fpake. 

Wherein have I faidamifs? or have I not anfwered 
you unto every queftion that you demanded of me ? 
what fault.can you find in one word that I have faid? 
I dare fay you can find none. I marvel why you take 
on thus againft me, having no caufe fo to do. 

Lang. No, no, you have not anfwered me to ori- 
ginal fin, you deny original fin. 

With thefe words Mr. James Gage came in ; and I 
think he flood at the door a good while before he came 
in, and that Dr. Langdale law him : for his face was 
toward the door, and my face was from it. 

Gage. Ah, Woodman, I think Mr. Doftor and 
you cannot agree. 

Wood. Yes, fir, I think we agree very well. 
Lang. Without doubt, fir, he is the naughtieft man 
I ever talked with in all my life : for he will have his 
own way in all things. 

Gage. Woodman, leave that pride. Do not trull 
too much to your own wit. Hearken to this man, this 
,is a learned man. He is known to be learned j or he 
would not be allowed to preach before the queen's 
majefty : and I dare fay he will tell thee nothing, nor 
will thee to do any thing, but that he will do himfelf : 
and I dare fay he will not go to the devil to bring you 
there. How fay you, Mr. DoCtor? You would think 
us mad, if we would hurt ourfelves to hurt you. No, 
1 promifc you, my brother, neither I, nor any gentle- 
man in the country, I think of my confidence, but 
would you fliould do as well as their own fouls and 
bodies, as a great many of them have fai'd to thy face, 
whiltt thou waft at my brother's, and which you cannot 
deny. 

Wood. I can fay no otherwife but that I was gently 
treated at your brother's, both with meat and drink, 
arid gentle words, both by you and him, and divers 
other gentlemen : and I am fure neither you nor they 
can fay, that you found me unreafonable' at any time. 
For I faid I was contented to learn of them that were 
able to teach me, and fo I am, God knoweth : and 
here, Mr. Doctor, I think, can fay no otherwife ; for I 



dare fay he can find no fault in the, talk that we hav& 
had. 

Lang.. No, marry, I can find nothing elfe.ip y ou 
I promife you, Mr. Gage, if you had been here, yoii 
would have faid fo yourfelf. He took me up indeed 
and faid, he wondered how I dur'ft preach. Fur ^ 
faid, I underftood not the fcripture, but as far as natu- 
ral reafon comprehended t as though he underftood 
all, and I nothing. With many other fuch like words 
he made a great complaint to him of me, and faid to 
Mr. James Gage, he would make you believe I could 
find no fault in him. Yes, I underftand, he denies 
original fin. 

Gage. Doth he fo ? by St. Mary that is a great 
matter : Woodman, leave your pride. That pride 
will come to nought. Can you live without fin ? 

Wood. Sir, now I perceive he will foon belie me 
behind my back, when he will not flick to lie before 
my face. 

'He faith, I denied original fin; and it was lie him- 
felf, as I will let you be judge in the matter. For, as 
he went about to prove that man had free will, he laid, 
we were fet as free by the death of Chrift, as Adam 
was before his fall : which proves plainly, that we 
have no original fin : and I took him withal, and faid, ' 
Had Adam original fin before his fall? and then he 
could not tell what to fay, but cavilled with words, 
and faid he meant not fo : arid therefore J marvel h c 
is not afhamed to tell fuch lies to my face. Thefe 
words made them both aftonifhed. 

Gage. Mr. Doftor, he faid even now you could 
find no fault in all his talk. Afk him oijf queftion, 
and you will 'find fault enough. I pray you afk him' 
how he believeth in the facrament of the altar, i 
think he will make but a bad account thereof. 

Wood. Yes, I will make account good enough of 
that, by God's help. 

Lang. Well, how fay you to the facrament of the 
altar ? 

Wood. I fay, I know no fuch facrament, unlefs 
Chrift be the altar you mean. 

Gage. Lo ! I told you you fliould foon find fault 
in him, if you came to the point with him. You 
fhould have begun with that firft, and not have talked 
with him about other things. What, know you not. 
the facrament of the altar ? 

Wood. No fure, I know no fuch, unlefs Chrift be 
the altar that you mean ; for Chrift is the altar of all 
goodnefs. And if you mean Chrift to be the altar of 
the facrament you fpeak of, you .fhall foon hear my 
mind and belief therein. 

Lang. Well, we mean Chrift to be the altar. Say 
your mind, and go briefly to work ; for I think it al- 
mofl dinner-time. 

Gage. I pray you go roundly to work, that you 
may make an end before dinner. 

Wood. Yes, you fhall foon hear my mind therein, 
by God's help. I do believe, that whenfoever I come 
to receive; the facrament of the body and blood of 
Chrift, being truly miniltered according to his inftitu- 
tion, I believing that Chrift was born of the virgin 
Mary, and that he was crucified on the crofs, and fhed 
his blood for the rcmiffion of my fins,, and fo take and 
cat the facrament of bread and wine hi that remem- 
' brance, that then 1 do receive whole Chrift, God and 
man, myflically by faith. This is my belief of the 
facrament, which no man is able to difprove. 

Gage. By St. Mary I can find no ' fault in this. 
How fay you, Mr. Doaor ? 

Lang. Sir, you fee not fo much as I do. For. he 
goetn craftily to work, I tell you as I have heard. 
For though he hath granted, that the faithful receiver 
receivcth the body of Chrift, God and man, yet he 
hath not granted that it is the body of Chrift before it 
be received, as you fhall fee by and by, I warrant you, 
by his own words. How fay you? 'is it the body of 
Chrift as foon as the words be fpoken by the prieft, or 
not? for thefe words will try him more than all the red. 

Wood. Doth the word lav that it is his bodv before 
it is received? If it do, I will fav fo too. 
1 ' Gage. 
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Gage. Why then we (hall agree well enough, if 
you will be tried by the word. 

Wood. Yes indeed, that I will ; God forbid elfe. 

Gage. Why, the word faith it is his body before it 
js eaten. 

Wood. Thofe words would I fain hear; but I am 
fure they be not in the Bible. 

Lang. No? That you fliall fee prefently (fays he 
to Mr. Gage), and then turned to the 2ad of Luke, 
and there he read, " When fupper was done, Chrift 
took bread, gave thanks, and brake it, and gave to his . 
difciples, and laid, Take, eat, this is my body :" 
Then they fpake both at once, Here he faith it is his 
bodv. 

Wood. Mr. Gage, I do not deny that he called it 
his body, but not before eating, as I faid before ; 
wherefore I pray you mark the words. Chrift faid, 
« Take, eat :" I pray you, fir, mark thefe words that 
he faid, " Take and eat," and then he faid, " it was 
his body." So you fee, eating goeth before. For he 
faid, " Eat, this is my body." So according to the 
very word, I do believe it is his body. Which words 
made them both aftonifhed. 

Lang. Why, then, by your faying, Judas eat not 
the body of Chrift. How'fay y'ou, did he not ? 

Wood. Nay, I afk you. Did he ? 

Lang. I afk you. 

V/ood. And I afk you. 

Lang. And I afk you. 

Wood. Marry, I afk you : and I bid you anfwer if 
you dare for your life; for whatfoever you anfwer, un- 
lcfs you fay as I have faid, you will damn your own 
foul. For, Mr. Gage, I proteft before God, I would 
you fhould do as well as my own foul and body ; and 
it grieveth me to fee how you be deceived with them ; 
they be deceivers all of them. He cannot anfwer to 
this, but either he mull prove Judas to be faved, or 
elfe he muft prove that it is no body before it be re- 
ceived in faith, as you fhall well perceive, by God's 
help, if he dare anfwer the queftion. 

Gage. , Yes, I dare fay he dareth. What, you 
need not to threaten him fo. 

Wood. Then let him anfwer if he can. 

Then he faid he knew what I would fay to 
him ; therefore he was much in doubt to anfwer the 
queftion. 

Lang. Mr. Gage, I will tell you in your ear what 
are the words he will anfwer me with, before I fpeak 

Then he told Mr. Gage a tale in his. car, and faid, 
I have told Mr. Gage what you will fay,. 

Gage. Yea, andT will fpeak the truth for both 
parties. 

Wood. Well, how fay vou ? Did Judas eat the bo- 
dy of Chj4ft,-or-not ? ' 

Lang. Yes, I fay Judas did eat the body of 
Chrift. 

Wood. Then it mud- needs follow, that Judas hath 
evcrlaftinglife : for Chrift faith in John vi. " Whofo 
oateth my flcfh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life, and I will raife him up at the Iaftday." If Judas 
did eat Chrift's body, I am fure you cannot deiiy but 
that he .did both eat his flefh, and drink his blood, 
and then is Judas faved by Chrift's own words. 
Therefore now you are compelled to fay that it was. 
not Chrift's body, or elfe that Judas is 'faved. 

Gage. Surely thefe be the very words that Mafter 
potior told me in mine ear that you would fay to 

Wood. Well, let us fee how well he can avoid this 
argument. 

Lang. Judas is damned, and yet he eat the body 
of Chrift ; but he eat it unworthily : and therefore he 
is damned. 

Wood. Where find you that Judas did eat the body 
of Chrift unworthily ? 

Lang. They be St. Paul's Words, 1 Cor xi. 

Wood. Mafter Gage, I defire you for God's fake 
wark well the words that I fay. If St. Paul fpeak any 
luch words there, or in any other place; if there be any 



fuch words written in all the whole Bible, that ever 
any man eat the body of Chrift unworthily, then fay 
I am the falfeft man you ever heard fpeak. But in- 
deed, thefe are the words of St. Paul, " Whofo eateth 
of this bread, and drinketh of this cup unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh his own damnation, becaufe he . 
triaketh no difference of the Lord's body;" that is, 
becaufe he prefumeth to eat the Lord's body without 
faith, making no difference between the facrament and 
other bread and drink. And that is St. Paul's mean- 
ing, and not that any man doth or can eat the body of 
Chrift unworthily. For whofoever eateth the body of 
Chrift, hath everlafting life, as is aforefaid in John 
vi. with thefe words one came for them to dinner in 
all halte. 

Gage. I am forry, I would fain hear more of this 
talk, but we can have it another day well enough. 

Lang. Nay, mafter Gage, I will never talk with 
him any more; for he is the rnoft unreafonable man 
that ever I talked with in all my life. 

Then Mr. Gage put off his cap, and defired him 
that he would not refufe to talk with me, and that it 
might not be grievous to him. For, he faid, we will 
feek all the means poffible to make him an honeft man, 
and to keep him from burning, if we could : for if it 
had not been for me and my brother, he had been 
burnt before this. 

Lang. Sir, for your fake, and for my mafter your 
brother's fake, and for his father's fake, and other of 
his friends fakes, that have fpoken to me many times 
with weeping tears, I will do the beft to him that I 
can ; but for no love nor favou^ that I bear to him, I 
tell you truth. 

Gage. Woodman, you hear what mafter Doftor 
faith : when will you come again ? 

Wood. Even when you will fend for me. For 
I am a prifoner, and cannot come when I would. Or 
if I fhould defire to come, it will coft me money, and 
I have none to give : but if you ferid for me, it will 
coft me none. 

Gage. Well, I will fend for you on Friday or Sa- 
turday at fartheft, for to-morrow I muft ride out of 
town ; and I would fain hear your talk. 

Wood. Sir, I would be very glad you fhould hear 
our talk always, and I truft in God you fhall hear me 
fay nothing, 'but the word of God fhall warrant. 

So Mr. Gage took his leave, and went away to his 
lodging, which was right in my way to the prifon; and 
when he came without my lord Montague's gates, 
there we met with one Hood, ofBurfted, a fmith. 

Then faid Mr. Gage, Woodman, I had forgot one 
thing, that Hood had brought me in remembrance of 
as foon as I faw him ; for he heard when the tale was 
told me. Hood, did you no* hear when Smith, of 
Framfield, told me. that he faw Woodman abroad in 
the city at liberty; 

Hood. Yea forfooth, that I did. 

Gage. Yea furcly, and I was very glad, for I had 
well hoped you had been conformable. But I heard 
otherwifc afterwards again, that you had leave of the 
keeper to go abroad and fpeak openly in the ftreets as 
you went up and down. 

Wood. Indeed fo the marfhal told me- to-day. But 
indeed I was never abroadfince I came to prifon, but 
when I was fent for; and indeed the fame time I was 
abroad with my keeper, coming from the bifhop, and 
as I was coming, even not far from the Marfhalfea, I 
faw goodman Smith ftand in a wain unloading of 
cheefe, and I afked him how he did, even as I went 
bv, and never ftaid for the matter, and thereupon it 
did arife. So I departed from them, with my keeper, 
_to the Marfhalfea again, where now I am merry, I 
praife God, as a flieep appointed to be flain. 
The Fourth Examination of RICHARD WOOD- 
MAN, before the Bifhop of Winchefter, the Bifhop 

of Rochefter, and a certain Doclor, with divers other 

Priefts and Gentlemen, May *5> 1557. 
Wood. T Was brought from the Marfhalfea to the 
_L faid bifhops and priefts, fitting in St. 

George's 
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George's church, in Southwark, by one of the mar- 
flial's men, and one of the fheriff's men. When I 
came before them, and had done my duty to them as 
nigh as I could, then faid the bifhop of Winchefter, 

What is your name ? 

Wood. My name is Richard Woodman. 

Winch. Ah, Woodman ! you were taken and ap- 
prehended for herefy about three years ago, and were 
fent to the King's-Bench prifon, and there remained a 
long time. Mine old lord of Chichefter, being a 
learned famous man, well known in this realm, and 
almoft through all Cliriftendom, I think came to prifon 
to you, and there, and at other places, called you be- 
fore him divers times,' perfuading you many times 
(becaufe he was your ordinary) to pluck you from 
yourhercfies that you held, but he could by no means 
reform you. 

Then you were delivered to the commiflioners, and 
they could do no good with you neither. Then they 
fent you unto my lord of London. He calling you 
before him divers times, means were ufed by your 
friends, that you might be releafed. My lord having 
a good hope in you, that you would become an honeft 
man, becaufe he had heard fo of you in times pad, 
yea and of yourfelf promifing him that you would go 
home and recant the herefies which you held, deli- 
vered you; fending a'lfo a letter of your recantation to 
the commiffary, that he mould fee it done. But as 
foon as you were out of his hands, you were as bad as 
ever, and would -never fulfil your promil'e, but have 
hid yourfelf in the woods, buflies^ dens, and caves, 
and thus have you continued ever fince, till it was now 
of late. Then the flieriff of that county (being a wor- 
fhipful man) hearing thereof, fent certain of his men, 
took you in a wood, and carried you to his houfe. 
' 1 cannot tell his name. What is your fheriff's name? 

Wood. His name is fir Edward Gage. " 

Bifliop. Well, you were apprehended for herefy, 
and being at mafter Gage's three weeks or more, you 
were gently treated there ; he and other gentlemen 
perfuading you divers times, little prevailed. 

Then you appealed to the bifhop of Chichefter that 
now is. The flieriff, like a worfhipful man, fent you 
to him, and he hath reafoned with you, and others 
alfo, and can do no good with you,fo we have fent for 
you. 

Wood. Then I fpake to him, for I thought he 
would be long before he made an end. I thought he 
• was a year in telling thofe lies againft rae already. 
Vea, I kept filence from good words, but it was great 
pain and grief to me, as David faid. At length the fire 
was fo kindled in my heart, that I could not chufe but 
fpeak with my tongue j for I feared left any of the 
company fhould have departed before I had anfwered 
to his lies, and fo the gofpel flandered by long filence. 
So I faid, My lord, I pray you let me now anfwer for 
myfelf, for it is time. 

• Bi/hop. I permit you to anfwer to thefe things that 
I have faid. 

Wood. I thank God for that, and I think myfelf 
. happy (as Paul faid when he was brought before king 
Agrippa) 'that I may this day anfwer for myfelf. My 
lord, . I promife you there is never a word of your fay- 
ing true that you have alledged againft me. 

Bifhop. I cannot tell, but thus it is reported of 
you. As for me, I never faw you before this day ; 
but I am fure it is not all lies that I have faid, as you 
report. 

Wood. Yes, my lord, there is never a true word in 
all that you have faid. And further, where you laid 
you never faw me before this day, you have both 
Tieard me and feen me before this day, I dare fay. 

Bifliop. I think J heard you indeed on Sunday, 
where you played the malapert fellow ; but I cannot 
tell that I faw you. But I pray you, were you . not 
taken in the woods by the fheriff's men ? 

Wood. No," I was taken near my own houfe, I 
being in my houfe when they came, wherefore that is 
not true. 



Bijliop. Were you not three weeks at the fheriff , < ; ? 

Wood. Yes that I was, juft a month, and was 2e mlv 
treated by him ; I can fay no otherwife ; fori had 
""eat and drink enough, and fair words. . 

Bifliop. It is not all lies then, as it chance. p or 
I fpake but of three weeks, and you confefs a month 
yourfelf. ln 

Wood. Yet your tale is never the truer for that :"f or 
you faid, I was there three weeks for herefy, which is 
not fo : for I was not apprehended for herefy at the 
firft, neither did my old lord of Chichefter reafori with 
me, to pull me from herefy_ as you faid; for I held 
none then, neither do I now, as God knoweth, neither 
was I fent to the commiflioners, nor to the bifliop 0 f 
London for herefy, neither was I delivered to him for 
any fuch thing, nor promifed him to recant, as you 
faid I did. Wherefore I marvel that you are not 
afhamed to tell fo many lies, being a bifliop, that fhould 
u ": an example to others. 

Bifhop. Lo, what an arrogant heretic he is. He 
will deny God; for he. that denieth his own hand de 
nieth God. 

Wood.. My lord, judge not left you be judged 
yourfelf : for as you have judged me, you fhall be 
judged, if you repent not; and if I have fet my hand 
to any recantation, let it be feen to my fhame 'before 
this audience ; for I will never deny my own hand by 
God's help. 

Bifhop. It is not here now, but I think it may be 
had well enough ; but if it cannot be found, by whom 
will you be tried ? 

Wood. By my lord of London ; for he dealt like a 
good man with me in that matter for which I was fent to 
prifon. For it was upon the breach of a ftatute, as 
mafter Sheriff here can tell. For he was flieriff then, 
as he is now, and can tell how I was tofled up and 
down from feflioiis to feffions ; and becaufe I would 
not confent that I had offended therein, they fent me 
to prifon again. 

Then my lord of Chichefter being my ordinary, and 
I being his tenant, came to me, to perfuade me to 
confent to them, and to find myfelf in fault, when I 
was in none : to which I would not agree ; but I de- 
fired that he would fee me releafe'd of my wrong : but 
he faid he could not ; but willed me or my friends to 
fpeak to the commiflioners for me, becaufe it was a 
temporal matter : and when I came before them, they 
fent me to my lord of London, who was certified by 
the hands of almoft thirty men, both efquires, gentle- 
men, and yeomen, the chief in the county where I 
dwelt, that I had not offended in the matter I was fent 
to prifon for : whereupon he delivered me, not re- 
quiring me to recant herefies, for I held none (as God 
knoweth), neither do I now : nor do I know for what 
I was fent to prifon, no more' than any man here; 
for I was taken away from my work. 

Bifhop. No? Why then did you appeal to my lord 
of Chichefter, if it were not for herefy ? " 

Wood. Becaufe there was laid to my charge that I 
had baptized children, and married folks, which I ne- 
ver did, for I was no where minifter. Wherefore I 
appealed to my ordinary, to clear myfelf thereof,' which 
I have done. Wherefore if any man have any thing 
againft me, let him fpeak : for I came not hither to 
accufe myfelf, neither will I. 

Bifliop. Mafter Sheriff, can you tell upon what 
breach of ftatute he was fent to prifon firft ? 
Sheriff. Yea, my lord, that I can. 
Wood. My lord, if you will give me leave, I will 
fhew you the whole matter'. 

Bifliop. Nay, mafter Sheriff, I pray you tell the 
matter, feeing you know it. 

Sheriff. My lord, it was for fpeaking to a curate in 
the pulpit, as I remember. 

Bifhop. Ah, like enough, he would not ftick to re- 
prove a curate. For did you not fee how he fafhioned 
himfelf to fpeak to me in the pulpit on Sunday ? He 
played the impudent fellow with me; fo it is no great 
wonder that he plaved that part with another. 

Wood. 
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Wood. Why, you will not blame me for that, l am 
fure. Forwefpake for no other caufe, but to purge 
ourfelves of thofe herelies that you laid to our charge. 
For thefe were your words ; Good people, thefe men 
that be brought before us, being here, denyChrift to be 
God, and the Holy Ghoft to be God (pointing to us 
with your left hand) which might feem to" the whole 
audience; that you meant us all. Wherefore to clear 
ourfelves thereof we fpake, and faid we held no fuch 
thing. And you faid you would cut out our tongues. 
But I am fure you have no fuch law. 

Bifliop. Yes that we have, if you blafpheme, and 
as it chanced, I found fuch amongft you. 

Wood. Indeed after we fpake, you declared who 
they were, but not before : for you fpake generally. 
Wherefore we blafphemed not, but purged ourfelves. 

Bilhop. But I pray you, how can you purge yourfelf 
for fpeaking to the curate, that it is not herefy ? 

Wood. Forfooth thefe be the words of the ftatute 5 
Whofoever doth interrupt any preacher or preachers, 
lawfully authorized by the queen's majefty, or by any 
other lawful ordinary, that all fuch lhall fuffer three 
months imprifonment, and furthermore be brought to 
the quarter feflions, there (being forry for the fame) to 
be releafed upon his good behaviour one whole year. 
But I had not lb offended, as it was well proved ; for he 
that I fpoke to was not lawfully authorized, nor had put 
away his wife. Wherefore it was not lawful for him to 
preach by your own law ; and therefore I brake not the 
ftatute, though I fpake to him. 

Biftiop. 1 am glad I perceive this man fpeaketh 
againft priefts' marriages ; he is not contented with 
priefts that have wives. He is an honefter man than 
I took him for, mafter Sheriff, have him away. I am 
glad he loveth not priefts' marriages. 

Wood. Then 1 would have anfwered to his faying, 
but he would in no wife hear me, but bade the fheriff 
have me away. So the fheriff took mc by the hand, 
and plucked mc away, and would not let me fpeak, but 
going out of the chancel door, 1 faid, I would Ihew 
him the whole matter, if he would have given me leave, 
but feeing he will not, if he will let me go fo, they fhall 
fee whether I will not go home to my wife and children, 
and keep them, as my bounden duty is, by the help of 
God. So 1 was fent to the Marflialfea again, where I 
now am merry, I praile God therefore, as a Iheep ap- 
pointed to be flaiii. 

Moreover, I was credibly informed by one of our 
brethren that heard our talk, that the bifliop faid when 
I was gone, that they would take me whilft I was fome- 
what good. Which words feemed to many of the peo- 
ple that were there, that I fpake againft priefts' marriages, 
but I did not, but did only anfwer to fuch queflions as 
he afked me, as you fhall perceive well by the words, if 
you mark them, which words were thefe: 

How can you purge yourfelf from herefy, for talking 
to the curate in the pulpit, and not offend the ftatute ? 
faid the bilhop; meaning thereby, 1 think, to have 
advantage of my words ; but it Was not God's will that 
he fhould at that time. For I anfwered him by the 
-words of the ftatute, which words be as hereafter fol- 
loweth, (that is) Whofoever doth interrupt any preacher 
or preachers, lawfully authorized by the queen's majefty, 
or by any other lawful ordinary, that all fuch fhall fuffer 
three months imprifonment. But I prove that this 
man was not lawfully authorized to preach (by their own 
law) becaufe he had not put away his wife. For their 
law is, that no prieft may fay mafs, nor preach with the 
mafs, but he muft firft be feparated from his wife. That 
is, becaufe honeft marriages be good and commendable, 
and their's naught and abominable j therefore they can- 
not dwell together. 

Now I give you all to underftand, that I did not re- 
prove this prieft becaufe he had a wife, but becaufe he 
taught falfe doctrine, which grieved my foul, becaufe 
he had been a fervent preacher againft the mafs, and all 
the idolatry thereof feven years before, and then came 
and held with it again ; for which caufe I reproved him 
in the pulpit ; and the words that I fpake to him are 
■written in divers of my examinations at my firft impri- 
.No. 51. 



fonment. But in very deed, I knew not of the ftatute" 
when I reproved, him. But becaufe I was fent to prifon. 
upon the breach of it, I bought a ftatute book, and 
when I had perufedi it, I perceived I had not of- 
fended by their own law; and therefore ftill when, 
I was called to anfwer, I anfwered them with their 
own law. But yet they kept me in prifon a year 
and almoft three quarters before I was releafed. 
I was at mine anfwer for that eighteen times 4 If any 
think I do not allow bifhops and priefts' marriages, let 
them look in my firft examination before the bilhop of 
Chichefter that now is, during this my imprifonment, 
and there they will find what I have faid on the matter. 
The truth is, I looked to be condemned with my brother 
that fame day : but we may all fee that they can do no- 
thing but as God will permit them to do. But when 
the time is fully come, I truft in God I fhall run that . 
joyful race that my brethren have done. Thus I com- 
mit.you all into the hands of God, who is the preferver, 
defender, and keeper of all his clecl for evermore, 
Amen. 

The Fifth Examination of Mr. Richard Woodman* 
before the Bifliop of Winchefter, the Archdeacon of 
Canterbury, Dr. Langdale, a fat Prieft, and others 
ivhofe Names Ibmvnot, at St. Mary Overy's Church, 
in Southwark, June 15, 1557. 

Winch. TITOODMAN, you was before us the laft 
■ V V day, and would not be known in any 
wife that you were lent to prifon for herefy, and called 
for your accufers, and ftood ftoutly in defending of 
yourfelf, and on your departing I had thought you 
had fpoke againft priefts' marriages, thinkirig by your 
words we fhould have found you an honeft man, and con* 
formable, when we had called you before us again. You 
told fuch a fair tale for yourfelf, as though you had been 
free from all that was laid to your charge : for you faid it 
was all lies that I told againft you ; but fince I have proved 
the contrary, as here is your own hand to fhew. By 
which I have proved, that you reproved not the prieft 
for lacking of authority, and becaufe he had not put away 
his wife, but becaufe you liked not his preaching. For 
indeed I took it, that you reproved him becaufe he was 
not lawfully authorized, but 1 have proved the contrary 

Wood. I told you not that I did either reprove htm 
for lack of authority, or becaufe I liked not his preach- 
ing, but I told you wherefore I was firft fent to prifon. 
For you faid it was for herefy, and made a long tale 
againft me. And indeed I told you that there was never 
a word of your fayings true, but were all lies, as they 
were indeed. For I never was fent to prifon for herefy, 
neither held I any then, nor do now, I take heaven and 
earth to witnefs ; but I told you I was fent to prifon upon 
the breach of a ftatute, which was for fpeaking to a prieft 
in the pulpit, and for that caufe the juftices of that coun- 
try thought that I had offended the ftatute, and called me 
before them, and would have had me bound to my good 
behaviour, and becaufe I refufed it they lent me to prifon. 
And thefe be the words of the ftatute, as I told you 
the laft day : " If any man do interrupt any preacher or 
preachers, lawfully authorized by the queen's majefty, 
or by any other lawful ordinary, that then every party 
that fo offendeth, lhall fuffer three months imprifon- 
ment, and furthermore be brought to the quarter-feffions, 
and there being forry for the fame, and alfo bound for 
his good behaviour one whole year, to be releafed, or elfe 
to return to prifon again." 

And when I was in prifon I bought a ftatute book,, 
which when I had perufed over, I found by . the words 
thereof that I had not offended, becaufe he was not law- 
fully authorized, as the bifhop of London was certified; 
by the hands of almoft thirty of the chief men in the 
country. For he had not put away his wife, and there- 
fore the ftatute took not place on me, as I told you the 
other day. Wherefore my lord of London, feeing me 
have fo much wrong, did like a good man to me in that 
matter, and releafed me. Now when I had told you 
this matter, you bade the fherifftake me away ; you laid 
7H you 
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you were glacVl held agairift priefta' manages; beeaufe I 
anfwered to ; the queftion you alked me. -. " 

Fat Pricft. My lord, do yoii not hear what he faith 
by my lord of London? He faith he is a good man in 
mat he releafcd him; but he meaneth that he is good in 
nothing elfe. 

"Wood. What ? can you tell What I mean ? let every 
man fay as he findeth; he did juftly to me in that mat- 
ter. I fay, if he be not good in any thing elfe, as you 
fay, he fhall anfwer for it, and not I ; for 1 have nothing 
to do with other matters. 

Bifhop. Well, how fay you ? How liked you hia 
preaching ? I pray you tell us. 
- Wood. That is no matter how T liked it. How- 
foever I liked it, I offended not the llatute. Where- 
fore you have nothing to fay to me for that, I am fure. 

Bifhop. Well, how like you this then ? Here is your 
own hand-writing. I am fure you will not deny it. 
Will you look on it ? ; 
■ Wood. It is mine own handy-work indeed, which by 
God's help I will never deny, nor ever yet did. 

Bifhop. And here is good gear, I tell you. I pray 
you hearken well to it : thcfe be the words before the 
commiflioners. How fay you ? Do not you believe as 
foon as the words are fpoken by the prieft, that there 
remaineth neither bread nor wine, but only the very 
body of Chrift, both flefh and blood, as he was born 
of the virgin ' Mary ? Thefe were the w ords of the com- 
miflioners. 

And then thou faidft, thou durft not fay othcrwife 
than the fcripture faith. I cannot find (fay you) that it 
is the body of Chrift before it is received by faith, bring- 
ing in the 2 2d of Luke, faying, Chrift faid, " Take, 
eat, this is my body." So 1 cannot prove it is his body 
before it be eaten. Then faid the commiflioners, Did 
not Judas eat Chrift's body ? And if you can prove that 
Judas is faved (faid you), I muft grant that he eat his 
body. For Chrift faith in the 6th of John, " Whofo 
eateth my flefh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life, and I will raife him up at the laft day ;" which 
words prove, faid you, that if Judas eat the body of 
Chrift, he muft needs be faved. How fay you now ? 
Did Judas eat the body pf Chrift, or not ? 

Wood. Then I perceived he went about nothing but 
to catch words of me in his diocefe, to condemn me 
with. Though I fhould confound him ever fo much, 
- I perceived that he was fully bent thereto. To whom I 
anfwered and faid : 

I will anfwer you to no fuch thing, for I am 
none of your diocefe; wherefore I will not anfwer 

Bifhop* Thou art within my diocefe, and thou haft 
offended within my diocefe; and therefore I will have 
-to do with thee. 

Wood. Have to do with me if you will ; but I will 
have nothing to do with you, I tell you plainly. For 
though I be now in your diocefe, I have not offended in 
your diocefe; if I have, fhew me wherein. 

Bifhop. Why here is thy own hand-writing, which 
thou affirmedft in my diocefe. 

Wood. I do not deny but it is mine own hand- 
writing ; but that docs not prove that I have offended in 
your diocefe; for that doth but declare what talk there 
was betwixt the commiflioners and me, with which you 
hive nothing to do. 

Bifhop. No, hold him a book, and thou (halt fvvear 
whether thou holdeft now or not, and whether thou 
didft not write it in : my diocefe, as I think thou didft ; 
1 ly thy hand on the book. 

Wood. I will not be fworn for you; for I am not 
of your dibcefe ; and therefore you' have nothing to do- 
with me : and as for the writing of the fame, 1 never 
wrote a word of it in your diocefe. 
' Lang. No, did you not? my lord, kt me fee; I 
will find- where he wrote it. 

Then he took it and looked on it, and prefently 
he found that I was ferit for out of the King f s Bench to 
come before the commiflioners. 

Lang. My lord, here you may fee it was in the 
King'sBench, which is ihyour diocefe,. 



: Wo0d. Although I was . fetched out of the ,Khie' s 
Bench, that does not prove I wrote it there ; nor did J 
1 allure you. < . . ' 

The Fat Prieft. Where did you write it then ? 
Wood: Nay, I owe you not fo much fervice as 'to 
tell you ; find it out as well as you .can : for I perceive 
you go about to fhed my blood. 

Bifhop. It is no matter where it was written, it j s 
here, and he does riot deny writing it. You fhall'hear 
more of it. Here the commiflioners aiked you, whether 
Judas did eat any more than bare bread. _ 

Whereupon 'they fent you away back to the Kind's 
Bench again, and afked you nothing more, for which 
caufe (as you have written here) you had a hell burning 
in your confeience. For you had thought they, would 
have fent a difcharge to the King's Bench, and fo let me 
go (faid you) and regifler my name in their books, that 
I had granted that Judas did eat the body of Ghrift, and 
fo the gofpel fhould have been 'flandered by me. For 
which caufe I was in fuch cafe, I' could fcarcely eat, 
drink, or fleep for that fpace, as all my fcllow.-prifoners 
can teftify. If all you, I fay, that go to the church of 
Satan, and there hear the deteftable doctrine that they 
fpit and fpew out in their churches and pulpits, to the 
great difhortour of God ; if all you, I fay, that come 
there, had fuch a hell burning in your confeience for 
the time, as I had ti'l I came before them again, and 
had -uttered my confeience more/plainly , I dare fay you 
would come there no more. AH this is your writing; 
is it not? What fay you? . 

Wood. I do not deny but it. was mine own deed. 
Bifhop. And I pray you where is there fuch fpitting 
and fpewing out falfe doctrine as you fpeak of? 

Wood. In the fynagogue of Satan, where God is 
difhonoured with falfe doctrine. 

Bifhop. And I pray you, where is one of them ?.' 
Wood. Nay, that judge yourfelf; I came not •hither, 
to be a judge. . - , 

Bifhop. Well, here you have affirmed, that Judas 
(your matter) eat more than bread, but yet he cat not thu 
body of Chrift, as you have declared by your words. 
.For you had a hell burning in your confeience, becaufa 
you were in doubt, that the commiflioners underftood 
by .your words, that Judas had eaten the body .of Chrift, 
beeaufe you faid, he eat more than bare bread.. There- 
fore thou hadft a great many devils in thee: for in' 
hell be many devils : and therefore the devil and Judas 
is thy matter, by thine own words. 

Wood. Nay, I defy Judas, the devil, and his fer- 
vants; for they be your mafters, and you ferve them, 
for any thing that I can fee, I tell you truth, 

Bifhop. Nay, they be thy mafters. • For the devil 
is matter where hell, is, and thou faidft thou hadft a 
burning hell in thee. I pray you tell me how you can 
avoid it, but that the devil was in thee by thine own 
'faying? 

Wood. The' hell that I had, was the loving correc- 
tion of God towards me, to call me to repentance, that I 
fhould not offend God and his people in leaving things 
fo dark, as I left that. ' For which caufe my confeience 
bare me record, I had not done well, as at all times I 
have felt the fting of it, when I have broken the com- 
.mandments of God. by any means, as all God's people 
do, tf dare fay; and it is the. loving kindnefs of God 
towards them, to drive them to repentance, But it is to 
be thought, that your confeience is never troubled, how 
wickedly foever you do. For if it were, it fhould r.ot 
be fo ftrange to you as you make it, which plainly proves 
whofe fervant you be. 

• : Bifhop.- What a naughty. fellow is this? This is fuch 
aj perverfe villain, as I never talked with in all my life. 
Hold him a book, I will make him .fwear to anfwer di- 
rectly to fuch things as I will demand of him ; and if 
he will not anfwer, I will condemn him. 

Wood. Call you me a fellow ?. I am fuch a fellow, I 
itellyou, that will' drive you all to hell, if you confent to 
"'■ the fhedding of my blood, and you fhall have blood to 
' drink, as St. John faith in his Revelation, chap. ix. 
and being m hell, you fhall be compelled to fay for pain, 
of confeience, This is the man that we have had in 
. derifion, 
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deriiion, and thought his life madnefs, and his end to 
be without honour ; but now we may fee how he is 
counted among the faints of God, and we are punilhed. 
This fhall you fee in hell, if you repent it not, if you 
do condemn me. This you fhall find in the fifth chap- 
ter of the Book of Wifdom ; and therefore take heed 
what you do, I give you counfel. 

Bifhop. Wifdom ! what fpeakeft thou of wifdom ? 
thou never hadft it ; for thou art as great a fool as ever 
I heard fpeak. . 

Wood. Do you not know, that the foolifh things of 
this world muft confound the wife things ? Wherefore it 
doth not grieve me that you call me a fool.. 

Bifhop. Nay, thou art none of thofe fools ; thou art 
an obftinate fool, and an heretic. Lay thy hand on the 
book, and anfwer to fuch things as I will lay againft 
thee. 

Wood. I will lay hold of the book for none of you 
all. You are not my bifhop ; and therefore I will have 
nothing to do with you. 

Biihop, I will have to do with you. This man is 
without law, hecarethnot for the king nor queen, I dare 
fay; for he will not obey their laws. Let me fee the 
king's comrniflion. I will fee whether he will obey that, 

Wood. I would you loved the king and queen's 
majefty no worfe than I do, if it pleafed God : you 
would not do then as you do now. 

Biihop. Hold him a book, he is a rank heretic. 
Thou fhalt anfwer to fuch things as I will demand of 
thee. 

Wood. I take heaven and earth to record I am no 
heretic, neither can I tell wherefore I am brought to 
prifon, no more than any man here ca,n tell, and there- 
with I looked round about on the people, and faid to 
the bifhop, If you have any juft caufe againft me wor- 
thy of death, lay it againft me, and let me have it; for 
I rcfufe not to die (1 praife God) for the truth's fake, if 
I had ten lives, if you have no caufe, let me go home, 
I pray you, to my wife and children to fee them kept, 
and other poor people that I would fet to work by the 
help of God. I have fct to work an hundred perfons 
before this, all the year together, and was unjuftly taken 
from them ; but God forgive them that did it, if it be 
his will. 

Biihop. Do you not fee how he looketh about for 
help ? but I would not fee any man (hew thee a chearful 
countenance, and especially you that be of my diocefe. 
If any of you bid God fhengthen him, or take him by 
the hand, or embrace him, orfhewhim a chearful coun- 
tenance, you fhall be excommunicaped, and fhall not be 
received in again, till you have done open penance ; and 
therefore beware of it. . . 

Wood. I- look for no help of mqn, for God is on 
my fide, I praife him for it; and therefore I need not to 
care who beagaind me, , neither do I care. 

Then they cried, Away with him, and bring us 
another. So I was carried again to the Marflialfea, 
where I am now merry (I praife God therefore) as a 
/Ijpep appointed to be {lain. But for want of time, 
I have left out much of our talk; but this is the 
chiefeft of it. 

The Sixth and /^Examination ^Richard Woodman, 
■written with his ozvn Hand. 

BE it known unto all men by this prefent writing, 
that I Richard Woodman, fometime of the pa- 
rifh of Warbleton, in the county of SufTex, was con- 
demned for God's everlafting truth, July 16, 1557, by 
the biihop of Winchefter, in the church of St. Mary 
Ovcjy's, in Southwark, there fitting with him the fame 
time the biihop of Chicheiter, the archdeacon of Can- 
terbury, Dr. Langdale, Mr. Roper, with a fat-headed 
pneft, I cannot tell his name. All thefe confented to 
the fheddingof my blood, upon this occafion, as here- 
after followeth. 

I affirmed, that Judas received the facrament with 
a lop and the devil withal; and becaufe I would not be 
fworn'upon a book, to anfwer directly to fuch articles as 



he w; 0 uld declare to me ; .and- becaufe I would not be- 
lieve that there remained neither bread nor wine after 
the words of confecration, and that the body of Chrift 
could not he, received of any but of the .faithful : -for 
thefe articles I was condemned, as hereafter fhall folio* 
more at large, by the help of God. 

Firft, the bifhop faid when I came before him : 
Bifhop. You were before us on Monday laft, and 
there you affirmed certain herefies. How fay you now > 
Do you hold them ft ill, or will you revoke them. ? 

Wood. I held no herefies then, neither do I now, 
as the Lord knoweth." 

Bifhop. No ? Did you not affirm, that Judas re- 
ceived bread ? Which is an herefy, unlefs you tell what 
more than bread. 

. W f od '^ Is I i ^ h J cr , er >'' 10 ^ J udas reccivcd no more 
than bread ? I faid he reccivcd more than bare bread', 
for he received the fame facrament that was prepared to 
ihew forth the Lord's death, and becaufe he prefumed 
to eat without faith, he eat the devil withal, as the words 
of Chrift declare; after he eat the fop, the devil entered 
into him, as you cannot deny. 

Bifhop. Hold him a book. I would have you 
anfwer dirc-aiy, whether Judas did eat the body of 
Chrift or no. 1 

Wood. I will anfwer no more, for I am not of 
your diocefe; wherefore I will have nothing to do 
with you. ° 

Bifhop. No ? You be in my diocefe, and you 
are of my diocefe, becaufe you have offended' in mV 
diocefe. • ' 
' Wood. I am not of your diocefe, although I am 
in your diocefe ; and I was brought into your diocefe 



.t offended in your diocefe ; 



„ ft my will : and I have 
if I have, tell me wherein. 

Bifhop. Here is your own hand-writing, which is 
herefy. Thefe be the words, " ,1 cannot find (fay you) 
that.it is the body, of Chrift to. any, before it is received 
in faith.' How fay you? Is not this your own hand- 
writing? 

Wood. Yea, I do' not deny, but it is my own handL 
writing: but when or where was ; it written, or where 
were the words fpoken? 

Bifhop. Before the commiflioncrs, and here' is one 
of them; Mafter Roper, the wwis were fpoken before 
you, were they not? 

• Roper. Yes indeed they were. Woodman, T am 
lure you will not deny them; for you have written the 
words even as vou I pake them. 

Wood. No, fir, indeed I will not deny but that I 
fpakc them, and am glad that vou have feen it. ■ For 
you may fee by that whether I lie, or not. 

Roper. Indeed the words be written word for word 
as you ipakc them. 

Bifhop. Well, here you affirm, that it is your own 
deed. How fay you now ? Will you be forry for it, and 
become an honeft man ? 

Wood. My lord, I truft no man can fay, but that I 
am an honeft man; and as for that, I marvel that you 
will lay it to my charge, knowing that my lord of London 
difcharged me of all matters that were laid againft me 
when I was releafed by him. 

Bifhop. You were releafed, and it might happen, it 
was not laid to your charge then ; therefore we lay it to 
your charge now, becaufe you are fufpecled to bean 
heretic: and we may call you before us, and examine 
you upon your faith upon fufpicion. 

Wood. Indeed St. -Peter willeth me to render an 
account of my hope that I have in God, and I am con- 
tented fo to do, if it pleafe my bifhop to hear me. 
Chich. Yes, I pray you let us hear it. 
Wood. I do belieye in God the Father Almighty 
piaker of. heaven and earth, and in ail things vifible and 
invifible, and in one Lord Jefus Chrift my Saviour 
very God and very man. I believe in Gpd the Holy 
Ghofl, the Comforter of all God's elecl: people, and 
that he is equal with the Father and the Son. I believe 
the true catholic church, and all the facraments thit 
belong thereto. Thus have I rendered an account of my 
hope that I have of my falvation. 

Bifhop, 
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Bifhop. ' And how believe you in the bjfefled'fa'cra- 
ment of the altar ? And with that they all put off their 

^Vyood. I pray you be contented, fori will hot: an- 
fwe^ to'Sriy more queft'ions ; for I perceive you go about 
to (hed my blood. 

Bifhop.' No, liold him abook. If he refine to 
fwear, he is an Anabaptift, and fhall be excommuni- 
cated. 

Wood. 1 will not fwear for you, excommunicate me 
if'ybu will.' For ydu be not meet to take an oath ; for 
you laid herefies to my charge in yonder pulpit, which 
you are not able to prove ; wherefore you are not 
meet to take an oath of any man. And as for me, I 
am not of your diocefe, nor will have any thing to do 
with you. 

"TBifhop. I will have to do with thee, and I fay thou 
art a ftrong heretic. 

Wood. Yea, all truth is heirefy with you 5 but I am 
content to fhew you my mind, how I believe on the fa- 
crament of the body and blood of Jefus Chrift, with- 
out flattering. For that you look for, I am fure. 
But I will meddle 1 no further, but what I hold'my- 
felf-of 'it.- I will not meddle with any other man's 
belief on it. . 
: Harpsfield. Why ? I am fure all men's faith ought 
to be alike. 

Wood. Yea, I grant you fo, that all true chrif- 
tiafts' faith ought to be alike. But I will anfwer for 
myTelf. 

Harpsfield. Well, let us hear what you have to fay 
to'it. . 

- Wood. I do believe, that when I come to receive 
the facrament of the body and blood of Jefus Chrift, 
if it be truly miniftered according to Chrift's inftitution, 
I coming in faith, as I truft in God I will, whenfoever 
I come to receive it, I believing that Chrift was born 
for me, and that he fuffered death for the remiflion of 
my fins, and that I (hall be faved by his death and 
blood-fhedding, and fo receive the facrament of bread 
and wine in that remembrance, that then I do receive 
whole Chrift, God and Man, myftically by faith, this is 
my belief on the facrament. 

Then they fpake all at once, faying, Myftically by 
faith 1 

Fat Prieft. What a fool art thou, Myftically by 
faith 1 thou canft not iell what myftical is. 

Wood. If I' be a fool, fo take me : but God hath 
chofen fuch fools of this world to confound fuch wife 
things as you are. 

Fat Prieft. I pray thee, what is myftically ? 
Wood. I take myftically to be the faith that is in us, 
that the world feeth not, but God only. 

Bifhop. "He cannot tell what he faith. Anfwer to 
the facrament of the altar, whether it be the body of 
Chrift before it be received, and whether it be not the 
body of Chrift to whomfoever receivethit? Tell me, 
or elfe I will excommunicate thee. 

Wood. I have faid as much as I will fay ; excom- 
municate me if you will. I am not of your diocefe. 
The bifhop- of Chichefter is mine ordinary. Let him 
do it if you will needs have my blood, that it may be 
required at his hands. 

Chich. I am not confecrated yet ; I told you fo 
when you was with me. 

Wood. No indeed, your kine bring forth nothing 
but cow-calves, as it now happeneth; meaning thereby 
he had not his bulls from Rome. 

Then they were all in a great rage with me, and called 
me all to nought, and laid I was out of my wits, bei- 
caufe I fpake fervently to every man's queftion; all 
which I cannot remember, but I faid : 

So Feftus faid to Paul, when he fpake the words of 
fobernefs and truth out of the Spirit of God, as I do. 
But as you have judged me, you be yourfelves. You 
•will go to hell all the fort of you, if you condemn me, 
if you repent it not with fpeed. 

Wood. Then my keeper, and the fheriff's deputy, 
Fuller, rebuked me, becaufe I fpake fo fharply to them. 
And I faid, I pray ypu let me alone ; I muft anfwer for 
ray life 



Then there' was hiucH ado that itoould fceepr f&F.,* 
td fp 1 held my peace. Then fpake ^he'blfhop of 
Winchefter, and thearchdeacon of ; Canterbury^ ' fayjng. 
"We go not about to condemn theei 1 'but 'go about to five 
thy foul, if 1 thou wilt be :' ruled; dnd db r as>' we would 
have thee. j > " <\>-''' '■ - -' .-'A : ; - 

Wood. To lave my foul ?~ nay, you cannot' fave-nW 
foul. My foul is faved already, I praife God. There 
can no man fave my foul, but Jefus Chrift ; and he it 

that hath faved my foul before the foundation of the 
world was laid. 

Fat Prieft. What an herefy is that^ my lord ! here 
is an herefy. He faith his foul was faved before the 
foundations of the world were laid. Thou cahft 
not tell what thou fayeft. Was thy foul faved before 

Wood. Yes, I praife God, I can tell what I fay, 
and I fay the truth. Look in the firft of the Ephefians, 
and there you will find it, where Paul faith, chap. j. 
" Blefied be God the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who hath blefied us with all manner of fpiritual bleffings 
in heavenly things, by Chrift, according as he hath 
chofen us in himfelf, before the foundation of the 
world was laid, that we (hould be holy and without 
blame before him through love, and thereto were we 
predeftinated." ' Thefe are the words of Paul, and I 
believe they be moft true. And therefore it is rhy faith, 
in and by Jefus Chrift, that faveth, and not you or any 
man elfe. 

Fat Prieft. What! Faith without works 1 St. James 
(kith, Faith without works is dead, and we have free 
will to do good works. 

Wood. I would not have you think that I difallow 
good works. For a good faith cannot be without good 
works. Yet not of oiirfelves, but it is the gift of God, 
as faith St.- Paul to the Philippiansj chap, ii; " It is 
God that worketh in us both to will arid to 'do, even of 
his good pleafure." ; ' 

Bifhop. Make an end; anfwer to me.' Here is 
your ordinary, the archdeacon of Canterbury; he is 
made your ordinary by my lord cardinal, and- he hath 
authority to examine you of your faith upon a book, 
to anfwer to fuch articles as he will lay' to you ^ and 
I pray you refufe it not ; for the danger is great if you 
do. Wherefore we defire you to fhew yourfelf a'fubject 
in this matter. 

Then they all fpoke, and faid, Lo, my lord defireth 
you gerttly to anfwer unto him, and fo we do all. For 
if you refufe to take an oath, hie may excommunicate 
you. For my lord cardinal may pUt whom he will in 
the bifhop's office, until he is confecrated. 

Wood. I know riot fo much. If you will give me 
time to learn the truth of it (if I can prove it to be as 
you fay) I will teH you my mind in any thing that he fhall 
demand of me, without any flattering. 

Prieft. My ford and we all, tell thee it is true ; and 
therefore anfwer to him. 

Wood. I will believe none of you all, for you are 
turn-coats and changelings, and be wavering minded, 
as St. James faith ; you be neither hot nor cold, as St. 
John faith, therefore God will fpew you out of his 
mouth. Wherefore I can believe none of you all, I tell 
you truth. 

Bifhop. What, be we turn-coats and changelings > 
what meaneft thou by that? 

Wood. I mean, that in king Edward's time you 
taught the doctrine that was fet forth then, every one of 
you, and now you teach the contrary; and therefore 
I call you turn-coats and changelings, as I may well 
enough. Which words made the moft part of them to 
quake. 

Bifhop. Nay, not all as it chanced. 

Wood. No ? I pray where were you then ? 
• Bifhop. I was in the Tower, as the lieutenant will 
bear me record. 

Wood; If you were in the Tower, it was not there- 
fore, I dare fay, it was for fome other matter. 

,Then they all took heart of grace, and faid, My 
lord, he comes to examine you, we think: if he will not 
anfwer to the articles, you had belt excommunicate him. 

^ ' Bifhop. 
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Bijhop. He is the naughtieft varlet of an heretic 
that ever I knew. I will read the fentencc againft 

k'xhen they fpake all at once, and I anfwered them 
as faft as I could. But I cannot remember all, the 
words came out fo thick, I (pared them not, I praifc 
God therefore ; for I fpake freely. 

Then they that ftood by rebuked me, and faid; 
Yon cannot tell to whom you fpeak. 

Wood. No? think you fo ? they are but men. I 
a m lure I have fpoken to as good as they are, and bet- 
ter than they will ever be, for any thing that I can fee, 
if they repent not with fpecd. 

Bijhop. Give ear ! for I will read fentence againft 

l °Wood. Will you fo? Wherefore will you? You 
hayc no juft cau'fe to excommunicate me ; and there- 
fore if you do condemn me, you will be condemned in 
hell, if you repent not: and I praife God, I am 
not afraid to die for God's fake, if I had an hundred 
lives. 

Bifliop. For God's fake ? Nay, for the devil's 
fake. Thou fayed thou art not afraid to die ; no 
more was fudas that hanged himfelf, as thou wilt kill 
thyfclf wilfully, becaufe thou wilt not be ruled. 

Wood. Nay, I defy the devil, Judas and all their 
members. And Judas' flefh was not afraid, but his 
fpirit and conference was afraid, and there defpaired 
and hung himfelf. But I praife God, I feel no loath- 
fomenefs in my flefh to die, but a joyful confeience, 
and a willing mind thereto. Wherefore my flefh is 
fubdued to it, I praife God ; and therefore I am not 
afraid of death. 

Chich. Woodman, for God's fake be ruled. You 
know what you faid to me at my houfe, I could fay 
more, if I would. 

Wood. Say what you can ; the moft fault that you 
found in me was, becaufe I praifed the living God, 
and becaufe I faid, I praife God, and the Lord; which 
you ought to be afhamed of, if you have any grace ; 
for I told you where the words were written. 

BiJIiop. Well, how fay you? will you confefs that 
Judas received the body of thrift unworthily? Tell me 
plainly. 

Wood. My lord, if you, or any of you all can prove 
before all this audience, in all the Bible, that any man 
ever eat the body of Chrift unworthily, then I will 
be with you in all things that you will demand of 
me; of which matter I delire all this people to be 
witnefs. 

Priejl. Will you fo ? Then we fliall agree well 
enough : St. Paul faith fo. 

Wood. I pray you where faith he fo ? Rehcarfc the 

Priejl. In 1 Cor. xi. St. Paul faith, " Whofo 
eateth of this bread, and drinketh of this cup unwor- 
thily, catcth and drinketh his own damnation, becaufe 
lie makes no difference of the Lord's body." 

Wood. Do thefc words prove that Judas eat the 
body of Chrift unworthily? I pray you let me fee 
them. 'They were contented. Then faid I, thef'e be 
the words even that you faid : Good people hearken 
well to them, " Whofo eateth of this bread, and 
drinketh of this cup unworthily :" he faith not, 
Whofo eateth of this body unworthily, or drinketh of 
this blood unworthily : but he faith, " Whofo eateth 
of this bread, and drinketh of this cup unworthily, 
(which is the facrament) eateth and drinketh his own 
damnation," becaufe he maketh no difference be- 
tween the facrament which reprefenteth the Lord's 
body, and other bread and drink. Here, good peo- 
ple, you may all fee they are not able to prove their 
laving true. Therefore I cannot believe them in any 
thing they fay. 

Bijhop. Thou art a rank heretic indeed. Art 
thpu an expounder ? Now I will read fentence againft 
thee. 

Wood. Judge not left you be judged. For as you 
have judged me, fuch be you yourfelf. Then 
he, read the fentencc. Why. laid I, will you 

No st. 
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read fentence againft me, and cannot tell where- 
fore. 

Si/hop: Thou art an heretic, ana therefore thou 
fhalt be excommunicated. 

Wood. I am no heretic, I take heaven and earth to 
witnefs, I defy all heretics, and if you condemn me, 
you will be damned, if you repent not. But God give 
you all grace to repent, if it be his will ; and fo he 
read forth the fentence in Latin, but what he faid, 
God khoweth, and not I. God be judge between 
them and me. When he had done, I would have 
talked my mind to them, but they cried, Away with 
him. So I was carried to the Marfhalfea again, where 
I am, and fliall be as long as it fhall pleafe God ; and I 
praife God moft heartily, that ever he hath elefted, 
and predeftinated me to come to fuch high dignity, as 
to bear rebuke for his name's fake; his name be praifed 
therefore, for ever and ever, Amen. 

And thus you have the examinations of this blcfled 
Woodman, or rather Goodman ; wherein may appear 
as well the great grace and wifdom of God in that man, 
as alfo the grofs ignorance and barbarous cruelty of 
his adverfaries, efpecially of Dr. "White, bifhop of 
Winchefter. Now followeth the effect of his letter. 

A godly Letter 0/ RICHARD WOODMAN, written 
to Mrs. ROBERTS, of Hawkhurft. 

RACE, mercy, and peace from God the Father, 
VJT and from his Son our only Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
by the operation of the Holy Ghoft, be multiplied 
plenteoufly upon you, dear fitter Roberts, that you 
. may the more joyfully bear the crofs of Chrift that you 
are under, unto the end, to your only comfort and 
confolation, and to all pur brethren and fillers that are 
round about you, both now and ever, Amen. 

In my moft humble wife I commend me unto you, 
and to all our brethren and fillers in thofe parts, that 
love our Lord unfeignedly, certifying you, that I and 
all my brethren with me are merry and joyful, we 
praife God, looking daily to be difiblved from our 
mortal bodies, according to the will of our heavenly 
Father, praifing God alfo for your conftancy, and 
gentle benevolence, that you have fhewed unto God's 
eleft people^n this troublefome time of perfecution, 
which may be a fure pledge and token of God's good 
will and favour towards you, and to all other that hear 
thereof. Blcfled are the merciful, for they fhall ob- 
tain mercy. Wherefore the fruits declare always what 
the tree is. Jtor a good man or woman, out of the 
good treafure cf their heart, bring forth good things. 

Wherefore (deac filler) it is not as many affirm in 
thefe days, (the more to be lamented) that fay, God 
afketh but a man's l»cart ; which is the greateft injury 
that can be deVifed againft God and his word. For 
St. James faith ; fhew me thy faith without deeds, and 
I will fhew thee my faith by my deeds ; faying, the de- 
vils believe and tremble for fear, and yet fhall be but 
devils (till, becaufe their minds were never to do good. 
Let us not therefore be like them, but let our faith be 
made manifeft to the whole world by our deeds, and in 
the midft of a crooked and perverfe nation, as St. 
Paul faith, let our light fhine as in a dark place. 

O dear hearts, now is the gofpcl of God over- 
whelmed with many black and troublefome clouds of 
perfecution, for which caufe very few go about to 
have their eyes made clear by the true light of the 
gofpel, for fear of lofing their treafures of this world, 
which arc but vain, and fhall perifh. 

Let us not be like unto them who light their candle, 
and put it under a bufhel j but let us fet our candle 
upon a candleftick, that it may give light unto all them 
that are in the houfe : that is to fay, let all the people 
of the houfhold of God fee our good works, in fuffer- 
ing all things patiently that fhall be laid upon us for the 
gofpel's fake, if it be death itfelf. For Chrift died for 
us, leaving lis an example, that we lhould follow his 
fteps ; and as he hath given his life for us, fo ought 
we to give our lives for the defence of the gofpcl, to 
the comfort of our brethren. 

7 1 How 
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How is it then that forhe will fay, that their faith is 
good, and yet they do all the deeds of antichrift the 
devil, and be not afliamcd to alledge certain fcriptures 
to maintain their wickednefs ? St. Paul faith, To be- 
lieve with the heart jultifictli, and to confefs with the 
mouth maketh a man fafe. Oh good God, here may 
all men fee, that no man. or woman can have a true 
faith, unlefs they have deeds alfo ; and he that doubt- 
eth, is like the waves of the. lea toffed about by the 
wind, and can look for no good at the Lord's hands. 
May r\pt a- man judge all fuch to be like thole which 
St. John fpeaketh of, that be neither hot nor cold ; 
and therefore God will (he faith) fpue them out of his 
mouth ? If we judge evil of fuch,' have they not given 
us occafion ? Had it not been better for them to have 
had a milftone tied about their necks, and to have 
been call into the fea, than they fhould give fuch of- 
fences to God's elect people in condemning them as 
they do, in going to the fynagogues of Satan ; and 
there to receive the mark of the bead, in that they fee 
and hear God blafphemed there, and hold their peace? 
Doth not that declare to the whole world, that they al- 
low their doings to be good? And thefe do not only 
defile themfelves, but alfo be an occafion to confirm 
the papifts in their popery, and fo be an occafion. of 
our weak brother's falling, which will be all required 
at their hands, and will be too heavy a burthen for 
them to bear, if they repent it not with fpeed. For 
they that know their mailer's will, and do it not, fhall 
be beaten with many ftripes. Oh, do we not perceive 
that now is the acceptable time that Chrift fpeaketh of? 
Yea even now is the axe put to the roots of the trees, fo 
that every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit now, 
(null be hewn down, and call into the fire. 
' Now is the Lord come with his fan in his hand, to try 
the wheat from the chaff. The wheat will he gather into 
his barn, and the chaff he will burn as aforefaid. Now 
is the time come that we mult go to meet the bride- 
groom with oil in our lamps. We are alfo bidden to 
the feaftj let us make no excufes. Yea, our matter 
hath delivered his talents unto us, God give us grace to 
"occupy them well, that at his coming he may receive 
his own with advantage. Yea, now is the Lord come 
to fee if there be any fruit upon his trees ; fo that if 
he come and find none, he will ferve u* as he did the 
wild fig-tree, that is, never fruit fhall grow on us more; 
alfo, if we go to meet the bridegroom without oil in 
our lamps, and fhould go to buy, we fhould be ferved as 
were the foolifh virgins; that was, God faid to them, 
depart, I know you not. Or if we wouldmake excufes 
to come to the feaft, others fhall be bidden in our 
•room ; if we occupy not our talents well, they fhall be 
taken from us, and given to others, and all fuch un- 
■prolitahle fervants fhall be caft into prifon in hell, 
"where fliall be weeping andgnafhing of teeth. 

Oh good God ! what a fort of fearful fayings is 
here contained? What chrillian heart will not hearken 
. diligently hereto ? Oh, may not all people well per- 
ceive that this is the time that Chrift fpeaketh of, that 
there fhould be father againft fon, and fon againft fa- 
ther, and brother againft brother; that the brother 
•fhall deliver the brother to death ? yea, and the wick- 
ed fhall fay all manner of wicked fayings againft us for 
his name's fake? Which I have found by experience, 
and I praife God, who hath given me ftrength to bear it. 
For I- think there is no evil, but it hath been imagined 
againft me, and that by my familiar friends, as David 
faith: but I praife God, they cannot prove any of 
their fayings true, but go about to find fault in them 
that God hath chofen, becaufe they themfelves will not 
take up their crofs and follow Chrift : and therefore 
they fpeak evil of the thing that they know not, who 
jhall give account of it before him' that is ready to 
judge both the quick and the dead. 

But my trufl is, that all the people of God will be 
ruled by the counfel of St. John, faying: My fheep 
will hear my voice, ftrangers they will not hear: 
meaning thereby, that'ye fhould not believe them that 
■go about to fubvert the gofpel. Wherefore mark well 
what they be, and try them well before you believe 



them, according to St. John's counfel in his epiftJe 
faying: Believe not every fpirit, but try the fpirit^ 
whether they be of God, or not ; meaning thereby 
that they that be not of God, will fpeak good of norte 
but of them that be as they be. Wherefore (dearfif- 
ter) be of good cheer, and give no credit to fuch peo- 
ple, whatfoever you hear them fay. For I have no 
miftruft by God's help, but that all the world fhall fee 
and know that my blood fliall not be clear in mine own 
fight, whenfoevcr it fliall pleafe God to give my ad- 
verfaries leave to fhed it. I do earneftly believe, that 
God which hath begun this good work in me, will 
perform it to the end, as he hath given me grace, and 
will always, to bear this eafy yoke and light burden; 
which I have always found, I praife my Lord God. •' 
For when I have been in prifon, wearing fometimes 
bolts, fometimes fhackles, fometimes lying on the bare 
ground, fometimes fitting' in the flocks, fometimes 
bound with cords, that all my body hath been fwoln, 
much like to be overcome with the pain that hath been 
in my flefh, fometimes fain to lie abroad in the woods 
and fields, wandering to and fro, few I fay, that durft 
keep my company for fear of the rulers, fosnetimes 
brought before the juflices, fheriff's, lords, doQors, aiid 
bifhops, fometimes called dog, fometimes devil, here- 
tic, whoremonger, traitor, thief, deceiver, with divers 
others fuch like; yea, and even they that did eat of my 
bread, that fhould have been molt my friends by na- 
ture, have betrayed me : yet for all this I praife my 
Lord God that hath feparated me from my mother's 
womb, all this that happened unto me hath been eafy, 
light, and mod delegable and joyful of any treafure 
that ever I poffeffed ; for I praife God they are not 
able to prove one jot or tittle of their fayings true. 
But that way that they call herefy, I ferve my Lord 
God, and at all times before whomsoever I have been 
brought, God hath given me mouth and wifdom, 
which all my adverfaries have not been able to refill, 
I praife God therefore. 

Wherefore (dear filler) be of good comfort with all 
your brethren and fillers, and take no' thought what 
you fhall fay, for it fliall be given you the fame hour, 
according to the promifes, as I have always found, and 
as you and all other of God's elea fliall well find, whea 
the time is full come. And whereas I and many o- 
thers have hoped, that this perfecution would have 
been at an end before this time, now I perceive God 
will have a further trial to root out all diffemblers, 
that no man fhould rejoice in himfelf, but he that re- 
joiceth fliall rejoice in God. 

Wherefore "if prophecy fhould fail, and tongues 
' fhould ceafe, yet love miift endure. For fear hath 
painfulnefs, butperfed love cafteth out all fear: which 
love I bave.no miftruft but God hath poured it upon 
you fo abundantly, that nothing in the world fhall be 
able to fcparate you from God. Neither high nor 
low, rich nor poor, life nor death, fhall be able to 
put you from Chrift : but by him I trufl you fliall 
enter into the new Jerufalem, there to live for ever, 
beholding the glory of God with the fame eyes that you 
now have, and all other faithful people that continue 
to the end. Give all honour and glory to God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghofh 
three pcrfons and one God, to be honoured now and 
ever, Amen. Rich arc Woodman. 

After thefe examinations thus had and commenced 
between Richard Woodman and the bifhops, he was 
(as is aforefaid) judged by fentence of condemnation, 
and fo deprived of his life; with whom alio were burned 
nine others, to wit, five men and four women, which 
were taken about two or three davs before their judg- 
ment. The names of which being alfo before ex- 
prefled, here again follow in this order, Richard 
Woodman, George Stevens, William Maynard, A- 
lexander Hofman, his fervant, Thoimfine Wood, his 
maid, Margery Moris, James Moris, her fon, Denis 
• Burgis, Afhdowne's wife, Grovc's'wife. 

Thefe perfons above-named were put to death at 
Lewes the 22d of June: . ^ 
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. Of which number the eight latt were apprehended 
(as is.faid) either the fame day, or the fecond or third, 
day before, and fo with the fame Woodman and Ste- 
vens, were committed together to the fire j in which 
fpace no writ. could come down from London to the 
juftices, for their burning. Wherefore what is to be 
laid to fuch juftices, or what reckoning they will make 
God and to the laws of this realm, I refer that to them 
that have to do in the matter. The like whereof is to 
be found alfo of other juftices, who without any lawful 
writ of difchai ge or order of law, have unlawfully and 
diforderly burnt the fervants of Chrift (whofe blood 
the law both may and alfo ought to revenge); efpe- 
cially at Salifbury, Canterbury, and Guernfey. But 
concerning thefe matters, though man's law do wink, 
or rather deep at them, yet they {hall be fure God's 
law will find fuch murderers out at length. I pray 
God the doers may repent betime. 

One Ambrcfe died in Maidftone prifon, about the 
fame time. 



An Account of the Condemnation of Mr. RICHARD 
LUSH. 

IN the regifters of Gilbert, bifhop of Bath and Wells, 
I find a certificate made to king Philip and queen 
Mary, of one Richard Lufli, there condemned and 
given to the fecular power to be burned for the caufe 
of herefy, whofe affirmations in the laid certificate are 
expreffed in tenor and effect, as follows. 

1. For denying the verity of the body and blood of 
Chrift in the facrament of the altar. 

2. Item, For denying auricular confeflion to be 
made to the prieft. , 

3. Item, For affirming only to be three facra- 
•ments : to wit, of baptifm, of the fupper, and of ma- 
trimony. . 

4. Item, For refufing to call the Lord's fupper by 
the name of the facrament of the altar. 

5. Item, For denying purgatory, and that prayers 
and alms profit not the dead body. 

6. Item, That images are not to be fuffered in the 
church, and that all that kneel to images of the 
church, be idolaters. 

7. Item, That they which were burnt of late for re- 
ligion, died God's fervants and good martyrs. 

8. Item, For condemning the {ingle life of priefts, 
and other votaries. 

9. Item, For denying the univerfal and catholic 
church, meaning the church of Rome. 

For thefe aflertions as they are expreffed, he' was 
condemned and committed to the fheriffs, and alfo a 
certificate directed by the bifhop aforefaid, to the king 
and queen. 



A Note concerning JOHN HULLIER, Minifler and 
Martyr, who was burned at Cambridge. 

CONCERNING the flory of John Hullier, martyr, 
partly mentioned before, for the more full decla- 
ration of the death and martyrdom of that good man, 
becaufe the ftory is before but rawly and imperfeaiy 
touched; for the more perfecting thereof I thought 
thereunto to add that which fince hath come to my 
hand, as followeth. 

Firft, John Hullier was brought up at Eaton college, 
and after, according to the foundation of that houfe, he 
was eleaed fcholar in king's college, where alfo. not 
tarrying full three years of probation, before he was 
fellow of the college, he after fome time was one of 
the ten conducts in the king's college, which was Anno 
1 539- Then, in procefs of time, he came to be curate 
of Babram, three miles from Cambridge, and went af- 
terwards to Lynn ; where he, having divers confli&s 
with the papifts, was from thence carried to Ely, to 



Dr: Thurlby, then bifhop there ; who after divers ex- 
aminations, lent him. to Cambridge Caftle, where he 
remained but a while. 

From thence he was conveyed to the town prifon, 
commonly called the Tplbooth, lying there almoft a 
quarter of a year, till at length he was cited to appear- 
at great St. Mary's on Palm-Sunday eve, before-divers; 
doctors, both divines and lawyers, amongft whom was 
chief Dr. Shaxton, Dr. Young, Dr. Sedgewike, Dr. 
Scot, and others. Where after examination, becaufe* 
he would not recant, he was firft condemned, the fen- 
tence being read by Dr. Fuller. 

Then confequently he was degraded after their pti- 
pifh manner, with fcraping crown and hands. When 
they had degraded him, he laid cheerfully, This is the 
joyfulleft day that ever I faw, and I thank you all, 
that ye have delivered and lightened me of all this 
paltry. 

In the mean time whilft it was doing, one ftanding 
by, afked Hullier what book he had in his hand. Who 
anfwered; a Teftament. Whereat this man in a rage 
took it and threw it violently from him. Then was he 
given over to the fecular powers, Brafey being mayor, 
who carrying him to prifon again, took from him all 
his books, writings, and papers. 

On Maundy Thurfday coming to the ftake, he ex- 
horted the people to pray for him, and after holding 
his peace, and praying to himfelf, one fpake to him, 
faying, The Lord ftrengthen thee. Whereat a fer- 
jeant, named Brieflyi flayed and bade him hold his 
tongue, or elfe he fhould repent it. 

Neverthelefs Hullier anfwered and faid, Friend, I 
truft that as God hath hitherto begun, fo alfo he will 
ftrengthen me, and finifh his work upon me. J am 
bidden to a Maundy, whither I truft to go, and there 
to be fhortly. God hath laid the foundation, as I by 
his aid will end it. 

Then going to a ftool (prepared for him to fit on) to, 
have his hofe plucked off, he defired the people to. 
pray for him again, and alfo to bear witnefs. that he 
died in the right faith, and that he would feal it with 
his blood, certifying them, that he died in ajuft caufe, 
and for the teftimony of the verity and truth, and that 
Chrift was the only rock to build upon, under whofe 
banner he fought, and whofe foldier he was; and while 
fpeaking, he turned himfelf toward the eaft, and ex- 
horted the people there likOife. 

George Boyes, Henry Barley, and one Gray, all 
arch-priefts of Trinity college, Cambridge, flood on a 
bank hard by. This Boyes was one of the proctors of 
the univerfuy that year. To whom Mr. Gray fpake, 
faying, Hear you not, mafter proctor, what blafphe- 
my this fellow uttereth ? Surely it is ill done to fuffer 

At whofe words, this Boyes fpake with a loud voice, 
Mr. Mayor, what mean you ? If you fuffer him thus to 
take liberty, I tell you, the council {hall hear of it, and 
wc take you not to be the queen's friend. He is a per- 
nicious perfon, and may do more harm than you are 
aware of. Whereat fimple Hullier, as meek as a lamb, 
taking .the matter very patiently, made no anfwer, but 
made himfelf ready, uttering his prayer. Which done, 
he went meekly himfelf to the flake, and with chains 
being bound, was befet with reed and wood, ftanding 
in a pitch barrel, and the fire being fet to, not marking 
the wind, it blew the flame to his back. Then he feel- 
ing it, began earneftly to call upon God. Neverthe- 
lefs his friends perceiving the fire to be ill kindled, 
caufed the ferjeants to turn it, and fire it in that place 
where the wind might blow it in his face. 

That done, there was a parcel of books which were 
cafl into the fire, and by chance a communion book 
fell between his hands, who receiving it joyfully, open- 
ed it, and read as long as the flame and fmoak would 
permit him : and then he fell again to prayer, hold- 
ing his hands up to heaven, and the book betwixt 
his arms next his heart, thanking God for fending 
it: and at that time the day being very fair and hot, 
yet the wind was fomewhat. up, and it caufed the 
.fire to be t fiercer, and when all the people thought 
he 
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he had been dead, he fuddenly uttered thefe words j 
Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit, dying very meekly. 

The place where he was . burned, is called Jefus 
Green, not far from Jefus College. Seagar gave him 
certain gunpowder, but little to the purpofe j for he 
was dead before it topk fire. All the people prayed 
for him, and many a tear was flied for him. Which 
the papifts feeing, cried, he was not to be prayed for, 
and being but a damned man, it could profit him no- 
thing : neverthelefs they continued praying ; whereat 
thepapilts fell into fuch a rage that they menaced them 
with terrible threatnings. His flelh being confumed, 
his bones flood upright even as if they had been alive. 
Of the people, fome took what they could get of him, 
as pieces of bones. One had his heart, which was dif- 
tributed fo far as it would go: one took thefcalp, and 
looked for the tongue, but it was confumed, except the 
very root. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of SIMON MILLER 
and ELIZABETH COOPER, who were burnt at 
NORWICH- 

IN the month of July next followed the martyrdom 
of Simon Miller and Elizabeth Cooper. This Si- 
mon dwelling in the town of Lynn, a pious and zea- 
lous man in the knowledge of God and his truth, de- 
tefting and abhorring the contrary enforced religion 
then fet forth, came from Lynn to Norwich, where he 
ftanding in the prefs and hearing of the people, began 
to afk them, as they came out of the church from their 
popifh fervice, where he might go to have the commu- 
nion. And the people marvelled at his boldnefs : one 
that was an evil difpofed papift, hearing the fame, faid, 
that if. he would needs go to a communion, he would 
bring him where he mould be fped of his purpofe. 
So he was brought to the chancellor of Norwich, 
(whofe name was Dunning) who after a few words, 
and fmall talk palled with his exanimate, committed 
him to ward. 

In the mean time as he was in examination, he had 
in his fhoe his confeffion, written in a paper, whereof 
a piece appearing above his fhoe, was fpied and taken 
out. The chancellor afking if he would ftand to the i 
confeffion of the fame faith therein contained, he con- 
ftantly affirmed the fame. Whereupon, as is faid, he 
, was committed. Thus the faid Simon being in the bi- i 
fhop's houfe, under cuflody of the keeper there called 
mafter Felow, how it happened is not certain, whether 
by gentlenefs of the keeper, (who was fomewhat gentle 
that way) or by leave given of the bifhop, or clfe whe- 
ther he had condefcended on purpofe to their articles, 
he was difmifTed, and went home to his houfe at Lynn, 
where he continued a certain fpace, till he had difpo- 
fed and fet all things in order. 

That done, he returned again to the bifhop's houfe 
to his prifon and keeper, till the time at length, he 
conftantly abiding in his profeffed purpofe, and de- 
fence of God's truth, was by the faid bifhop and his 
chancellor, condemned and committed to the fire 
about the 13th day of July. 

With this Simon Miller alfo was burnt one Eliza- 
beth Cooper (as aforefaid) a pewtcrer's wife, dwel- 
ling in St. Andrew's parifh, in Norwich, where fhe had 
before recanted ; and being unquiet for the fame, and 
greatly troubled inwardly, fhe caine into the faid St. 
Andrew's church, the people being at their popifh fer- 
vice, and there ftanding in the fame, faid fhe revoked 
her recantation before made in that place, and was 
heartily forry that ever fhe did it, willing the people 
not to be deceived, neither to take her doings before 
for an example, Sec. Thcfe or fuch like words fhe 
Kpake in the church. 

Then cried one Bacon of the faid parifh, laying his 
arms abroad, faying, Mr. Sheriff, will you fuffer this? 
and repeating the fame, urged him to go from the 
church to her houfe, at whofe knocking fhe came 
down, and was taken and fent to prifon. 

The fhcrHF (named Mr. Thomas Sutton) and fhe 



had before been fervants together in one houfe ; a nc [ 
for the friendfhip he bare unto her, and more for the 
gofpel's fake, he was very loth to do it. buthe was en- 
forced by thofe other perfons before mentioned, much 
againfl his own confeience, which he now carneftly 
repenteth. 

This good woman being condemned with Simon 
Miller, to be burnt at the flake, when the fire came to 
her, fhe fhrunk a little thereat, crying ah ! When Si- 
mon Miller heard the fame, he put his hand behind 
him towards her, and defired her to be ftrong and of 
good cheer; for, good lifter, (faid he) we fhall have 
a joyful and fweet fupper. At which file being, as ; t 
feemed, thereby ftrengthened, flood asftilland quiet 
as one mofl glad to finifh that good work, which fh e 
before had fo happily begun. And thus fhe and her 
companion joyfully ended their lives, committing their 
fouls into the hands of Almighty God. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of Five Men and Five 
Women, at Colchefler, Five in the Forenoon, and 
Five in the Afternoon. 

AS it is no new thing in thofe we call prelates and 
priefts of the church, to be raifers up of perfe- 
cution againft Chrift and his poor flock ; fo it is much 
to be marvelled, or rather lamented, that noble per- 
fons, and men of honour and worfhip, fhould be made 
fuch minifters, to ferve the defires of thefe tyrants, as 
is now common, as well in the. forrowful reign of the 
late queen Mary, as likewife in this prefent ltory is to 
be remarked. 

And firft thou remembered, gentle reader, how men- 
tion was made a little before of twenty-two, which were 
fent up prifoners together from Colchefler to London, 
by the earl of Oxford, the lord Darcy, Mr. Tyrrel, of 
St. Ofithes, and other commiffioners and juftices, Sec. 
which twenty-two, as aforefaid, through a gentle fub- 
miffion put to them, were afterwards releafed and fet 
at liberty. 

In the number of thefe aforefaid twenty-two, was one 
William Mum, of Muchbentley in Effex, hirfband- 
man, with Alice his wife, and Rofe AUin, maid, daugh- 
ter to the faid Alice Munt; who coming home again to 
their houfe at Muchbentley aforefaid, refrained them- 
felves from the iinfavoury fervice of the popifh 
church, and frequented the company of good men and 
women, who gave ihemfelvcs diligently to reading and 
calling upon the name of God, through Chrift: where- 
by they fo fretted the wicked prieft of the town, called 
fir Thomas Tyc, and others like unto him, that laying 
their heads together, they made a fupplication to the 
lord Darcy, in the name of the whole parifh : the fub- 
ftancc whereof is as followeth. 

' A Supplication to the LORD DARCY, and by him de- 
livered to SIR JOHN KINGSTON, Prieft and 
Commiffary. , 

PLEASETH your honourable lordfhip to be adver- 
tifed, that we confefs whilft your good lordfhip lay 
here in the country, the people were flayed in good or- 
der, to our great comfort: but fince your lordfhip's de- 
parture, they have made digreffion from good order in 
ibmc places, and namely in the parifh of Muchbent- 
ley, by reafon of three feditious perfons, William 
Munt and his wife, and Rofe her daughter, who by 
their feigned fubmiffion (as doth appear) were difiniffd 
and fent down from the bifhop of London ; and fincc 
their cbming home they have not only in their own 
perfons made manifeft their difbbedience, in not com- 
ing to the church, nor yet obferving other good or- 
ders, but alfo mofl malicioufly and feditioufly have fe- 
duced many from coming to the church, and from 
obeying alf other good orders ; mocking alfo thofe that 
frequent the church, and calling them church-owls, 
and blafphemoufly calling the blefTed facrament of the 
altar a blind god, with divers fuch like blafphemics. 
In confederation whereof, may it plcafe your honour, 
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(for the love of God, and for the tender zeal your good 
lordfhip bearcth to juftice, and the common peace and 
quietnefs of the king and queen's majefty's loving fub- 
jefts) to award out your warrant for the faid William 
JVIunt, his wife, and Role her daughter, that they being 
attached and brought before your good lordfliip, we 
rruft the reft will fear to offend (their ringleaders 
of fedition being apprehended) the qiiietnefs of their 
obedient fubjects, 

Your daily orators, the parifhioners of Muchbent- 
ley, Thomas Tyc, prieft; John Carter, Thomas 
Chandler, John Barker, Richard Mere, J. Pain- 
ter, Will. Harris, John Richard, and others. 
This being done, the faid fir Thomas Tyc bethought 
with himfelf where the perfecuted did refort: for in the 
beginning of queen Mary's reign, for a twelvemonth 
and more, he came not to the church, but frequented 
the company of godly men and women, who abftained 
from the fame, and, as they thought, he laboured to 
keep a good confciencc, but the fequel fliewed him to 
be a falfe brother. 

Now (as I 'faid) he partly knowing the places of 
refuge for honeft men, did further inquire of other men 
about the fame : and being, thereof fufficiently (as he 
thought) inftructed to his purpofe, immediately about 
the time the fupplication above fpecified was exhibited 
to the faid lord Darcy, wrote' a letter fecretly to bifhop 
Bonner, wherein he makcth his account how he had be- 
llowed his time, and complained of divers honeft men, 
among which was the faid William Munt and his com- 
pany : the tenor of which letter here followeth. 

A Letter' from Sir THOMAS TYE, Prieft, to Bifhop 
BONNER. 

RIGHT honourable lord, after my bounden duty 
done in moft humble wife, thefe ftiall be to fig- 
nify unto your lordfliip the ftate of our parts concern- 
ing religion. And firfi, fince the coming down of the 
twenty-two rank heretics difmiffed from you, the de- 
legable fort of fchifmatics were never fobold fince the 
king and queen's majefty's reign, as they are now at 
this prefent. In Muchbentley, where your lordfhip is 
patron of the church, fince William Munt, and Alice 
his wife, with Rofe Allin her daughter, came home, 
they do not only abfent themfelves from the church 
and fervice of God, but do daily allure many others 
away from the fame, which before did outwardly (hew 
figns and tokens of obedience. 

They afiemble together upon the fabbath-day in the 
time of divine fervice, fometimss in one houfe, fome- 
times in another, and there keep their private conven- 
ticles and fchools of herefy. The j urates fay, the lords' 
commiflion is out, and- they are difcharged of their, 
oath. The queft-men in your archdeacon's vifitation 
alledged, that forafmuch as they were once prcfented 
and now fent home, they have no more to do with them 
nor any other. Your officers fay, namely, Mr. Bofwel, 
that the council fent them not home without a great 
confideration. I pray God fome of your officers prove 
not favourers of heretics. The rebels are ftout in the 
town of Cojchefter. 

The minifters of the church are hem'd at in the open 
ftreets, and called knaves. The blefied facrament of 
the altar is blafphemed and railed upon in every houfe 
and tavern. Prayer and falling is not regarded. Sedi- 
tious talks and news are rife both in town and country, 
in as ample and large a manner, as though no honour- 
able lords and commiffioners had been fent for reforma- 
tion thereof. The occafion rifeth partly by reafon of 
John Love of Colchefter Heath (a perverfe place), which 
John Love was twice indicled of herefy, and thereupon 
tied with his wife and houfhold, and his goods feized 
within the town of Colchefter, to the king and queen's 
majefty's ufc. Neverthelcfs the faid John is come home ' 
again, and nothing faid or done to him. Whereupon 
the heretics are wonderfully encouraged, to the great 
oifcomfoit of good and catholic people, which daily 
pray to God for the profit, unity, and reftoration of his 
church again ; which thing {hall come the fooner to pafs, 



through the travail arid pains of fuch honourable lords 
and reverend fathers as your lordfhip is, unto whom I 
wi(h long life and contih'uance, with increafe of much, 
honour. From Colchefter, December 18. 

Your humble beadfman, 

THOMAS TYE, Prieft. 
When this wicked prieft had thus wrought his malice 
againft the people of God, within a while after theftorms 
began to arife againft tliofe poor perfecuted William 
Munt and his company, whereby they were enforced 
to hide themfelves from the heat thereof. And conti- 
nuing fo a little fpace, at laft, the feventh day of March, 
1557, being the firft Sunday in Lent, and by. two of the 
clock In the morning, one Mr. Edmund Tyrrel (who 
came or the houfe of the Tyrrcls which murdered king 
Edward V. and his brother) took with him the bailiff 
of the hundred, called William Samuel, dwelling in 
Colchefter, and the two conftables of Muchbentley 
aforef'aid, named John Baker and William Harris, with 
many others j and befetting the houfe of the faid WiU 
Ham Munt round about, called to them at length to 
open the door ; which being done, Mr. Tyrrel, with 
fome of the company, went into the chamber where the 
faid father Munt and his wife lay, willing them to rife: 
for, faid he, you muft go with us to Colchefter-caftle. 
Mother Munt hearing that, being very fick, defired 
that her daughter might fetch her fome drink ; for flic 
was (ftie faid) very ill. 

Then he gave her leave and bade her go. So her 
daughter, the forenamed Rofe Allin, maid, tooka ftone 
pot in one hand, and a candle in the other, and went 
to draw drink for her mother ; and as fhe came back 
again through the houfe, Tyrrel met her, arid willed her 
to give her lather and mother good counfel, and adver- 
tife them to be good catholic people. 

Rofe. Sir, they have a better inftrudlor than me. 
For the Holy Ghoft doth teach them, I hope, which I 
truft will not fuffer them to err. 

3>rr. Why, faid Mr. Tyrrel, art thou ftill in that 
mind, thou naughty houfewife? marry, it is time to 
look upon fuch heretics indeed. 

Rofe. Sir, with what you call herefy, do I worfhip 
my Lord God, I tell you truth. 

Tyrr. Then I perceive you will burn, goflip, with 
the reft, for company's fake.' 

Rofe. No, fir, not for company's fake, but for Chrift's 
fake; if fo I be compelled, and I hope in his mercy, if 
he call me to it, he will enable me to bear it. 

Tyrr. So he turning to his company, faid, Sirs, this 
goffip will burn:. what do you think of her? Why 
truly, fir, faith one, prove her, and you fhall fee what 
ftie will do by and by. 

Then that cruel Tyrrel, taking the candle from her, 
held her wrift, and the burning candle under her hand, 
burning crofs-ways over the back thereof, fo long that 
the very finews cracked afunder. Witnefs hereof, 
William Chandler, then living at Muchbentley, who 
was there prefent and faw it. Alfo Mrs. Bright of 
Rumford, with Ann Starkey, her maid, to whom Rofe 
Allin alfo declared the fame, and the laid Mrs. Bright 
alfo miniftered falve for the curing thereof, as (he lay 
in her houfe at Rumford, going up towards London 
with other prifoners. 

In which time of his tyrrany, he faid often to her, 
Why, whore, wilt thou not cry ? Thou young whore, 
wilt thou not cry ? To which fhe always anfwered, 
that (lie thanked God ftie had no caufe, but rather to 
rejoice. But, fhe faid, he had more caufe to weep than 
flie, if he confidcred the matter well. In the end, 
when the finews (as I faid) brake, that all the houfe 
heard them, he then thruft her violently from him, 
faying, A ftrong whore, thou fhamelefs beaft; thou 
beaftly whore, &c. with fuch like vile Words. But (he 
quietly fuffering his rage for the time, at laft faid, Sir, 
have you done what you will do? He faid, yea, and 
if thou think not w ell of it, then mend it. 

Rofe. Mend it ? nay, the Lord mend you, and give 
you repentance, if it be his will. And now, if you think 
it good, begin at the feet, and burn the head alfo : for 
he that fet you on work, {hall pay you your wages one 
7 K day, 
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day, I warrant you : and fo went and carried her mother 
drblk as (lie was commanded. Likewife, after fearch- 
ing of the houfe for more company, at lad they found 
one John Thiirfton and Margaret his wife, whom they 
alio carried to Colchcfter caftle immediately. 

And this faid Rofe Allin, being prifoner, told a 
friend of her's this cruel act of the faid Tyrrel 5 and 
fhewing him the manner thereof, {he faid, while my 
own hand was a burning, 1 having a pot in my other 
hand, might have firuck him on the face with it, if I 
had had a mind, for no man held my hand to hinder 
me therefrom. But 1 thank God, faid ihe, with all my 
heart, I did it not. 

Alfo being afked of another, how file could abide the 
painful burning of her hand, flic faid, at firlt it was 
fome grief to her •. but afterwards, the longer (he 
burned, the lefs Ihc felt, or well near none at all. 

And becaufe Mr. Tyrrel (hall not go alone in this kind 
of cruelty, you (hall hear another like example of a. 
blind harper's hand, burnt by bilhop Bonner, as is teftii 
ficd by the relation of Valentine Dingley, fometime gen- 
tleman to the faid bifhop, who declared before credible 
witnefs, as fblloweth : How the faid bilhop Bonner, hav- 
ing this blind harper before him, fpake thus unto. him, 
That fuch blind objects, which follow a fort of heretical 
preachers, when they come to the feeling of the fire, 
will be the firft that will fly from it. 
' To whom the blind man anfwered, that if every joint 
of him were to be burnt, yet he trufted in the Lord, He 
fliould not fly. • Then Bonner fignifying privily to cer- 
tain of his men about him what they fhould do, they 
brought to him a burning coal j which coal being put 
into the poor man's hand, they clofed it faft again, 
which burned his hand mod piteoufly. Among the 
doers thereof was the faid Mr. Valentine Dingley, wit- 
nefs and reporter hereof, as is declared. 

We read in Titus Livius, of the ftory of king Porfen- 
na, who after the burning of the right hand of Marcus 
Scevola, who came purpofely to kill him, being only 
contented therewith, fent him home to" Rome again. 
But thus to burn the hands of poor men and women, 
■who never meant any harm to them, and not contented 
with that, but alfo to confume their whole bodies with- 
out any jult caufe, we find no example of fuch barbarous 
tyranny, neither in Titus Livius, nor in any other ftory 
among the heathen. 

But to return to our Colchefter martyrs again. With 
the faid William Munt and his family, was joined alfo 
in the fame prifon at Colchefter, another, faithful bro- 
ther, named John Johnfon, alias Aliker, of Thorp, in 
the county of ElTcx, labourer, thirty-four years of age, . 
having no wife alive, but three young children, who 
was alfo indicted with them of herefy, and fo all thefe 
four lay together in Colchefter caftle. 

The other fix prifoners lay in Mote-«haH in the faid 
town of Colchcfter, whofe names were, 

x. William Bongeor, of the parifli of St. Nicholas, 
in Colchefter, glazier, of the age of fixty years. 

2. Thomas Benold, of Colchefter, tallow-chandler. 

3. W. Purcas, of Bocking, in Eflex, fuller, of the 
age of twenty years. 

4. Agnes Silverfide, alias Smith, dwelling in Col- 
chefter, widow, of the age of. forty years. 

5. Helen Ewring, the wife of John Ewring, miller, 
dwelling in Colchefter, of the age of forty-five years, or 
thereabouts, who was one of the twenty-two prifoners 
mentioned before, fent pp in bands from Colchefter to 
London, and after being delivered with the reft, repaired 
borne to Colchefter again to her hufband, where not- 
withstanding (he enjoyed her liberty not very long: for 
fhortly after her return, one Robert Maynard, then bailiff 
of Colchefter, met with her, wtio efpying her, came to 
her, and kilTcd her, and bade her welcome home from 
London. Unto whom fhe confiderately anfwered again, 
and faid, That it was but a Judas's kifs : for in the end, 
quoth fhe, 1 know you will betray me, as indeed it came 
to pafs: for immediately after that difcourfe. fhe was 
apprehended by him, and was lodged with the reft in 
the town prifon (as is aforcfaid;, called she Mote-hall. 



6„ The (ixth of this company was Elizabeth Folks 
a young maid, and fervant in .Colchcfter, of the age 0 f 
twenty years. Thefe fix were imprifohed in the town 
prifon of Colchefter, called Mote-hall, as the other four 
before-mentioned were in the caftle. 

Divers examinations thefe good men had at fundry 
times before divers juftices, priefts, and erficers, as 
Mr. Roper, John Kingfton, commiflary, John Bofwdl, 
prieft, and Bonner's fcribe, and fcver.nl others, in the 
prefence of the two bailiffs of Colchefter, Robert Brown 
and Robert Maynard, with divers other juftices both of 
the town and country, and a great many other gentle- 
men : at which time and place, and before the faid pqr_ 
fons, they had fentence of condemnation read againlt 
them, chiefly for not affirming the'real prefence of the 
facrament in their altar. The effect, of their \iords 
therein, was as follows : - 

Firft, The Prifoners in Mote-Hall. 

WILLIAM BONGEOR, of the parifh of St. Ni- 
cholas, in Colchefter, glazier, faid, that the 
facrament of the altar was bread, is bread, and fo re- 
maineth bread ; and that the confecration made it not 
more holy, but rather worfe. To this he did ftand, as 
alfo againftall the reft of their popifh doctrine : and fo 
had fentence read againft him. 

Thomas Benold, of Colchefter, tallow-chandler, af- 
firmed to the like effect as William Bongeor did: and 
fo had fentence alfo read againft him. 

W. Purcas, of Bocking, faid, that when he received 
the facrament, he received bread in an holy ufc, that 
preacheth the remembrance of Ch rift dying for him. 
To this he flood, and againft other their popiih matters: 
and fo alfo had fentence read againft him. 

Agnes Silverfide, alias Smith, faid, that fhe loved 
no confecration ; ibr the bread and wine, (lie faid, was 
made rather worfe thereby than better. This good old 
woman anfwered them with fuch found judgment and 
boldnefs, to every thing they afked her, that it rejoiced 
the hearts of'many, and efpecially to fee the patience of 
fuch a reverend old age, againft the taunts and checks 
of her enemies. To this (he alfo ftood, and had fen- 
tence read againft her in like manner. 

Helen Ewring anfwered to the like effect as the others 
did, utterly denying all the laws fet forth by the pope, 
with her whole heart. This good woman was fomc- 
what thick of hearing, but yet in the Lord's matters 
was quick of underftanding, wh6fc name therefore* be 
praifed. Againft her alfo was fentence read. 

Elizabeth Folks, the young maiden, being examined 
whether fhe believed the prefence of Chrift's body to 
be in the facrament fubftantially and really, or no; an- 
fwered, that fhe believed that it was a fubftantial lie, 
and a real lie. At which words, the priefts and others 
were very angry, and allied her again, whether after the 
confecration there remained not the body of Chrift in 
the facrament. To which (be anfwered, that before con- 
fecration and after, it is but bread ; and the man that 
•blcffeth without God's word, is curfed and abominable 
by-the word, &c. Then they examined her about con- 
feffion to the prieft, of going to church to hear mafs, of 
the authority of the bilhop of Rome, &c. ;To all which 
(he anfwered, that by the grace of God, (lie would nei- 
ther ufe nor frequent any of them at all, but utterly de- 
left and abhor them from the bottom of her heart, and 
all fuch trumpery. 

Then they read the fentence of condemnation againft 
her j at \vhich Dr. Chadfey wept, that the tear trickled 
down his cheeks. So. the fentence being read (lie kneeled 
down on her knees, lifting up her hands and eyes untu 
heaven, with fervent prayer and audible voice prailing 
God, that ever (he was born to fee that moftbleffcd and 
happy day, that the Lord would count her worthy to 
fuffer for the teftirnony of Chrift : and Lord, faid flic, if 
it be thy will, forgive them that have done this againft 
me, for they know not what they do. Then rifing up, 
(he exhorted all thofc on the bench to repentance, efpe- 
cially thofe who brought her to prifon, as Robert May- 
nard the bailiff, and fuch like ; which Maynard com- 
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monly, when he fat in judgment upon life and death, 
would fit flceping on the bench oftentimes, fo careful 
was his mind on his office. 

Further, (he delired halting gofpcllers to beware of 
blood', for- that would cry for vengeance, &c. And in 
the end fhe told them all,. laying her hand upon the bar, 
that if they did not repent their wicked doings therein. 

.that undoubtedly the very bar would be a witnefs 
againft them at the day of judgment, that they had that 
day fhed innocent blood. 

This Elizabeth Folks, the day before (he was con- 
demned, was examined only upon this article, Whether 
{lie believed there was a catholic church of Chrift, or 
not. To which fhe anfwered, Yea. Then was fhe im- 
mediately (by Bofwell's means, the fcribe) delivered un- 
to her uncle Holt,, of the fame town of Colchefter, to 
keep, who carried her home to his houfe ; and fhe being 
there might have departed thence many times, if fhe 
had pleafed ; for there was means offered to convey 

' her away. But fhe hearing that fome doubted that fhe 
had yielded to the pope (although it was untrue), would 
in no wife content hcrfclf, but wept, and was in fuch 
anguifh of mind and terror of confcience, that by no 

. means fhe would yield to the papifts for any perfua- 
fions that could be. And coming before them at Co- 
fin's houfe at the White Hart in Colchefter, fhe was at 
utter defiance with them and their doctrine: and fo had, 
as you have heard, in the end a papiftical reward, as 
the reft of her brethren had. 

. The Prifoners in Colchefter Caftlc. 

WILLIAM MUNT, of Muchbentley in EfTex, of 
the" age of 61 years, faid, that' the facrament 
of the altar was an abominable idol, and that if he 
fhould obferve any part of their popifh proceedings, he 
fliould dlfpleafc God, and bring his curfe upon him, 
and therefore for fear of his vengeance he durft not do' 
it. This good father was examined of many things, 
but God be thanked he ftood to the truth, and in the 
end thereof had fentence of condemnation read againft 
him. John Johnfon, of Thorp in EfTex, widower, 
thirty-four years of age, was examined as the reft, 
and made anfwer in fuch fort, as the papifts counted 
him none of theirs, and therefore condemned him in 
their bloody fentence, as they had done the reft before. 
This John Johnfon affirmed, that in the receiving of the 
facrament according to Chrift's inftitution, he Te- 
ceiveth the body of Chrift fpiritually, &c. 
- Alice Munt, the wife of the faid William Munt, 
forty-one years of age, being alfo examined as the 
reft, faid and confirmed the fame in effect, as her huf- 
band did, and was therefore alfo condemned. 

Rofc-AIIin, maid, daughter of the faid Alice Munt, 
of the age of twenty years, being examined of auricular 
confefiion, going to the church to hear mafs, of the 
popifh feven. facraments, &c. anfwered ftoutly, that 
they ftank in the face of God, and fhe durft not have 
to do with them for her life, neither was fhe (fhe faid) 
any member of theirs ; for they were the members of 
Antichrift, and fo fhould have, if they repented not, 
the reward of Antichrift. Being afked further what 
flic could fay of the fee of the bifhop of Rome, whe- 
ther fhe would obey his authority or no ; fhe anfwered 
boldly that fhe was none of his. As for his fee (faid 
fhe) it is for crows, kites, owls, and ravens to fwim in, 
fuch as you be : for by the grace of God I fhall not 
fwim in that fee while I live, neither will I have any 
thing to do therewith. Then they read the fentence of 
condemnation againft her, and fent her to prifon again 
unto the reft; where fbe fung with great joy, to the 
wonder of many. 

Thus thefe poor condemned lambs, being delivered 
into the hands of the fecular power, were all fent to the 
prifon from whence they came, where they remained 
with much joy and great comfoM (in continual reading 
5»nd invocating the name of God), ever looking and 
expecting the happy day of their diflblution. In which 
time the cruel papifts left not their mifchievous attempts 
againft them, although they would feem now to have no 



more to do with thern. For bloody Bonner, whofe 
throat never cried ho, fhortly after got a writ for the 
burning of the aforefaid perfons; and to fhe w the more 
diligence in his caufe, he fent a crufty man of his, named 
Edward Cofin, down with it, and alfo with his letter, 
for the furtherance of the matter, the next month after 
the condemnation. 

The writ being thus received by the faid bailiffs, and 
they having then no leifure thereabouts, appointed the 
day of the execution thereof, to be the fecond day of 
Auguft next following. And becaufe the faithful fouls 
were in two feveral prifons, as the caftle was for the 
county, and Mote-Hall for the town; therefore it was 
agreed among-them, that they in Mote-Hall fhould be 
burnt in the forenoon, and fhofe at the caftle, by the 
fhcriff of the fhire, in the afternoon. 

The fecond day of Auguft, 1557, betwixt fix and 
feven -of the clock in the morning, were brought from 
Mote- Hall unto a plat of ground, hard by the.town-wall 
of Colchefter on the out-fide, William Bongcor, Wil- 
liam Purcas, Thomas Bcnold, Agnes Silverfide, alias 
Smith, Helen Ewring, and Elizabeth Folks before^ 
mentioned, who being there, and all things prepared 
for their martyrdom, they kneeled down, and made 
their humble prayers to God, but not in fuch a man- 
ner as they would, for the cruel tyrants would not fuffer 
them : efpecially one Mr. Clere among the reft (who 
fometime had been a gofpeller) fhewed himfelf very 
extreme unto them; the Lord give him repentance, (if 
it be his good will) and grace to be a better man. 
When they made their prayers, they rofe, and made, 
themfelvcs ready for the fire: and Elizabeth Folks, 
when fhe had plucked off her petticoat, would have 
given it to her mother, who came and kiffed her at 
the ftake, and exhorted her to be ftrong in the Lord) 
but the wicked there attending, would not fuffer her to 
give it. Therefore taking the faid petticoat in her hand, 
fhe threw it away from her, faying, farewel all the world, 
farewel faith, farewel hope ; and fo taking the ftake in 
her hand, faid, welcome love, &c. Now fhe being at 
the ftake, and one of the officers nailing the chain about 
her, in the ftriking of the ftaple, he miffed the place, 
and gave her a great ftroke with the hammer on the 
fhoulder bone : at which, fhe -turning her head, lifted 
up her eyes to the Lord, and fmilingly praying, gave 
herfclfto exhorting the people again. 

When they were all nailed to the flakes^ and the fire 
about them, they clapped their hands for joy in the fire, 
that theftanders by, (which were by eftimation thoufands) 
almoft all cried, The Lord ftrcngthen them, the Lord 
comfort them, the Lord pour his mercies upon them, 
with fuch like words, as were wonderful to hear. 

Thus yielded they up their fouls and bodies into the 
Lord's hand, for the teftimony of his truth. The Lord 
grant we may imitate the fame in the like quarrel, for 
his mercy's fake. Amen. 

In like manner, the faid day in the afternoon, were 
brought forth into the caftle-yard, to a place appointed 
for the fame, William Munt, John Johnfon, Alice 
Munt, and Rofe Allin aforefaid : who after they had 
made their prayers, were joyfully tied to the flakes, 
calling upon the fame name of God, and earneftly ex- 
horting the people to flee from idolatry, fuffered mar- 
tyrdom with fuch triumph and joy, that the people did 
no lefs fhout thereat to fee it, than at the others that 
were burnt the fame day in the morning. 

Thus thefe ten perfons happily ended their'lives for 
the teftimony of the gofpel. God grant we may well 
fpend our years and days likewife to his glory. Amen. 

You have heard before of the taking of John Thurfton 
at Muchbentley, in the houfe of William Munt of the 
fame town ; which faid John Thurfton, about the 
month of May, 1557, died in Colchefter-caftle, a con- 
ftant confeffor of Jefys Chrift. 
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6i6 The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [O.Mary. A.D. i 5 « 



The Fliltorv of GEORGE EAGLES, othcrwifc called 
Trudge-over. 

AMONG other martyrs of lingular virtue and con- 
itancy, one George Eagles deferveth much to be 
con, mended, for that he having little or no learning, 
moii: manfully ferved and fought under the banner of 
Chnffs church. For oftentimes the will and pleafure 
of God is to beautify and adorn his kingdom with the 
weak and iimple inftruments of this world : fuch as 
Amos was in the Old Teftamcnr, who with many others 

herds and folds to the honour of prophets ; as likewife 
wc read of the apoftles, who were called from the fifh- 
crman's craft, and put into churches. Wherefore this 
George Eagles is not to be defpifed for his bafe occu- 
pation, whom Chrift hath called thence to fet forth and 
. declare abroad his gofpel. We ought rather to glorify 
God the more, who by his grace, in fo blind a time, 
infpired him with the gift of preaching, and conftancy 
ol fulrering: who, after he had ufed the occupation of 
a taylor, for fume rime, being eloquent and of good 
utterance, gave and applied himfelf to the fervicc of 
Chriit's church. 

Which man, as before iit thofc moil bright and clear 
clays of king Edward the Sixth, he had not fruitfully 
ihewed and preached the power and force of the Lord, 
lb afterwards in the tempeftuous time and fall of the 
church (at which time the confeffors of Chrift and his 
gofpel were troubled, divers of them murdered, fome 
of them banilhcd, and others through fear con (trained 
from appearing publicly), he cxpreilcd and uttered his 
mind with courage. l'"or he, wandering abroad into 
divers and far countries, where he could find any of his 
brethren, did there molt earneftly encourage and com- 
fort them, now tarrying in this town, and fometimes 
abiding in that certain months together, as occafion 
ferved, lodging fometimes in the country, and fome- 
times for fear living in fields and woods, who, for his 
immoderate and unrcafonable going abroad, was called 
Trudge-over. Oftentimes did he lie abroad in the night 
without cover, fpending the moft part in devout and 
earned prayer. 

His dirt was fo (pare and flender above mcafure, that 
he ufed, aimolt for the fpace of three years, to drink 
nothing but water, whercunto he was compelled through 
neccflity in the time of perfecution : but when he per- 
ceived that by God's providence his body proved well 
enough with this diet, he thought beft'to inure himfelf 
to it againft all neceflities. 

Now when he had profited ChrilVs church in this 
fort, by going about and preaching the gofpel a year or 
two, cfpecialiy in Colchcfter and the places thereabout, 
that privy enemy which envieth always the falvation 
and blcfled cftate of the good, lurked and laid wait 
by all means poflible for him, fo that there were divers 
ipies fent out, who had in commandment where- 
foever they found him, to bring him either alive or 

But when this their attempt could not prevail, but 
was all in vain, (the faid Eagles with his brethren keep- 
ing in clofe, and hiding thcmfelves in fecret places, as 
in barns, thickets, holes, &c.) his adverfarics went 
about another way to compafs this their cnterprife of 
taking him. 

For in the queen's name a grievous edict was pro- 
claimed throughout four fhires, Effex, Suflex, Kent, 
and Norfolk, promifing the perfon that took him twenty 
pounds for his pains ; doubtlefs a worthy hire to entice 
any Jew to treachery. For being inflamed with greedy 
dciire of the money, they devifedand invented all ways 
poflible to be enriched with the hurt and destruction of 
this poor man. 

At length it came to pafs, that he being feen at Col- 
chcflcr, upon Mary Magdalen's day, at which time 
they kept a fair in the town, would have been taken by 
his adverfarics, if he had not fpeedily conveyed himfelf 
away, a great multitude purfuing after, and feeking I 
diligently for him. Who firft hid himfelf in a' grove, J 



and afterwards in a corn-field hard bv, and fo \ w 
fccretly couched from the violence ot" his enemies! 
infomuch that they were all, except one, p a fl hoDc 
of taking him, and therefore were ready to depart 
their way. * 

This one, having more fubtlety and wicked craft in 
his head than the reft, would not depart thence wirh 
his fellows, but climbed up into a high tree, there"!; 
view and fpy if he might ice Eagles any where ftir or 
move. The poor man thinking all Aire enough, by 
rcafon. that he heard no noife abroad, rofe up on his 
knees, and lifting up his hands, prayed unto God 
And whether it were for that his head' were above the 
corn, or becaufe his voice was heard, the lurker per- 
ceiving his defired prey that he hunted after, forthwith 
came down, and fuddenly laying hands on him, brought 
him as a prifoner to Colchcfter. Notwithstanding the 
greedy and Judas knave, which had fo much promifed 
him, was fain to be contented with a very fmall reward 
and glad to take that too, left he mould have had no' 
thing at all. 

George Eagles being thus taken, was committed to 
prifon at Colchefter, and from thence within four days 
after conveyed to Chelmsford, where he abode all that 
night in devout prayer, and would not fleep, neither 
would eat nor drink but bread and water. The next day 
he was carried to London, to the bi'.hop or the council, 
and there remained a certain time, and then was brought 
down to Chelmsford to the feffions, and there was in- 
dicted and accufed of treafon, becaufe he had affembled 
companies together, contrary to the laws and fta- 
tutes of the realm in that cafe provided. For it was 
ordained a little before, to avoid i'edition, that if men 
fhould affcmble fecretly together, above the number of 
fix, they fliould be attached of treafon. 

And although it was well known, that George Eagles 
did never any thing feditioufly againft the queen, yet 
to cloak an honeft matter withal, and to caufc him to 
be the more hated of the people, they turned religion 
into a civil offence and crime, and though he defended 
his caufe ftoutly and boldly, making a full declaration 
of his religion or faith, before the judges ; yet could 
he not bring it to pafs by any means, but that he mult 
needs be indidted (as is faid) of treafon ; whofe indict- 
ment did run much after this fafiiion. 

" George Eagles, thou art indicted by the name of 
George Eagles, otherwife Trudge-over the Word, for 
that thou didft fuch a day make thy prayer that God 
fliould turn queen Mary's heart, or elfe take her 

He denied that he prayed that God fhould take her 
away, but he confcfTed, he prayed that God would 
turn her heart in his prayer. Well, not withstanding, 
he was condemned for a traitor, although the meaning 
thereof was for religion. 

This being done, he was carried to the fign of the 
Crown, in Chelmsford, and being there, one Richard 
Potto, the elder, an inn-holder, dwelling at the fign of 
the Cock, in the fame town, did much trouble him, in 
pcrfuadinghim to confefs he had offended the queen in 
his prayer, which he was condemned for, and to aflc 
her forgivenefs. 

To whom he faid, he had not offended her grace in 
that behalf. So in procefs of time he was laid upon a 
fledge, with a hurdle on ir, and drawn to the place of 
execution, being fait bound, having in his hand a 
pfalm book, of which he read very devoutly all the 
way with a loud voice, till he came there : and being on 
the ladder, the faid Porto did much trouble him with 
the matter aforefaid ; but the fheriff commanded Potto 
to hold his peace, and trouble him no more. 

So he made his confeffion, and flood very conltant 
ftill ; then he was turned off the ladder. With him 
were calt certain thieves alfo, and the next day, when 
they were brought out to be executed with him, there 
happened a thing that did much fet forth and declare 
the innocency and piety of this man. For being led 
between two thieves to the place where he fliould 
fuffer, when as he exhorted' both them and all others 
to ftand ftedfaftly to the truth, one of them turned the 
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counfel he gave into a jetting matter, and made but a 
flout at it. 

Why fhould we doubt to obtain heaven, faid he, 
forafmuch as this holy man fhall go before us, as 
captain and leader unto us in the way. We fhall 
flee thither ftraight, as foon as he hath once made us 
the entry. 

In this, George Eagles and the other did greatly 
reprove him, who on the other fide gave good heed to 
George's exhortation, earnestly bewailing his own wick- 
ednefs, and calling to Chrift for mercy. But the more 
that the firft was bid to be ftHl, and to leave off his 
fcoffmg, the more perverfe he continued in his foolifh- 
jiefs, and his wicked behaviour. At length they came 
to the gallows, where they fhould be hanged, but 
George was carried to another place hard by to fuffer. 
Between the two he went fbremoft who was moft ferious, 
who being upon the ladder, after he had exhorted the 
people to beware and to take heed ro themfelves, how 
They did tranfgrefs the commandments of God, and 
then having committed his foul into God's hands, he 
ended his life after a godly and quiet manner. 

The mocker's turn came next, who would have 
likewife faid fomewhat, but his tongue faukered in his 
head, that he was not able to fpeak a word: He would 
fain have. uttered his mind, but he could not bring it out. 
Then the under-fheriff bade him fay the Lord's prayer, 
which he could not fay neither but flutteringly, as a 
man would iky, one word to-day- and another to-mor- 
row. Then one did begin to fay it, and defired him 
to fay after. 

Such as were there and law it, were much aftonifhed, 
efpecially thofe that beheld the juft punifhmcht of God 
againfl him that had mocked fo earneft a matter. 
George Eagles in the mean time, after he had hanged a 
fmall fpace, having a great check with the halter, im- 
mediately one of the bailiifs cut it afunder, and he fell 
to the ground being ftill alive, although much amazed ■ 
with the check he had off the ladder. 

Then one William Swallow, of Chelmsford, a bailiff, . 
drew him to the (ledge that he was drawn thither on, and 
laid his neck thereon, and with a cleaver, fuch as is 
occupied in many men's kitchens, and blunt, did hac- 
kle off his head, and fometimes hit his neck; and fome- 
times his chin, anddidfadly mangle him, andfoopened 
him. Notwithftanding, this blefTed martyr of Chrift 
abode ftedfaft and conflant in the very midft of his 
torments, till fuch time as his tormentor, William Swal- 
low, did pluck the heart out of his body. The body 
being divided into four parts, and his bowels burnt, 
was brought to thi aforefaid Swallow's door, arid there 
laid upoh the fifh-ftalls before his door, till they had 
made ready a carriage to carry his quarters, one to 
Colchefter, and the reft to Harwich, Chelmsford, and 
St. Roufe's. 

His head was fet up at Chelmsford, on the markct- 
crols on a long pole, and there flood, till the wind blew 
it down, and lying certain days in the ftreet tumbled 
about, one caufed it to be buried in the church^yard in 
the night. Alfo a wonderful work of God was in that 
he fhewed on this wicked bailiff Swallow, who within 
a fhort fpace after this was fo punifhed, that all the hair 
went well near off his head, his eyes were as it were 



body as though he had been a leper, and now in his old 
age almoft' a very beggar, and his wife, which he a 
little after married, God hath punifhed with the falling 
ficknefs, or a difeafe like unto that : which may be a 
warning or glafs for all men and women to look in, that 
be enemies to God's true fervants. 

No lefs a token of his marvellous judgment did 
God fhew upon the aforefaid Richard Potto, who did lb 
much trouble this George Eagles in the inn, and at the 
place of execution, as is above fpecified. He lived till 
the beginning of queen Elizabeth's reign, all which 
time he little joyed, and being on a time in a great 
chafe with one or two of his neighbours in his own 
houfe, feeling himfelf not well, he faid to one of his 
fervants, go with me into the chamber} and when he 
No. 52, 



came there, he fell down on a low bed, as heavy as it 
had been lead, and lay there foaming at the mouth, and 
could riever fpeak after, neither underltood what was 
faidTO him, but-lay as fenfclefs as if. he had been a 
dumb beaft, and within three or four days died. Cod 
grant that this token lent' of God, with many more 
fuch, may be a warning to us ever hereafter, While wc 
live unto the world's end. 

Befides this, God hath wonderfully fhewed his work. 
For on a rime when they laid great wait for George 
Eagles, that it was thought impoffible but that. he mould 
be taken, being fo befet ; his friends put him into ap- 
prentice's apparel, viz. watchet-hofe, as their manner 
is, and an old cloak, and fet hirh on a pack of wool, 
as though he had ridden to carry wool to the fpinners* 
fo he rode through the midft of his adverfaries, and 
efcaped them all for that time. Another chief troubler 
of the faid George Eagles, was alfo one juftice Brown, 
who enjoyed not his cruelty many years after. 

Alfo /when he was at the feflion's at Chelmsford, there 
was a rumour raifed, that he had accufed divers honefl 
.men that did keep him in their houlcs, and wereconver- 
fant with him, and all to difcredit him ; which 
rumour was very falfe and utterly untrue. Witnefs 
one Raynold, with divers others dwelling in Chelms- 
ford. 



An Account of the Examination of Richard 
Crash V ield, of Wymundham, condemned to Death 
■ for .the Tedwnony of Jefus Chrift.. 

ABOUT this time fuffered at Ndrwich, a godly 
man, named Richard Crafhfield, whofe ex-amina^- 
tions before the' chancellor, ' named Dunning, as he 
penned them with his own hand, fo have we faithfully 
recorded the fame. i' 

How fay you, firrah, faid the chancellor, to the cere- 
monies of the church ? 

Then laid I, What ceremonies ? 
He faid unto rhe, Do you not believe that all the ceie- 
monies of the church are gbod and godly ? 

My anfwer was, I do believe fo many as are grounded 
in the teffimony of Jefus Chrift. 

Tufh, 'faid he,' do youb'elicve in the facrament of the 
alta* ? - 

I faid, I knew not what it was. 

Then, faid he, T)o you not believe that Chrift took 
bread, and gave thanks, brake it, and faid, "Take, eat, 
this is my body ?" '•■ ■ '■.■>•' 

Yes verily, faid I, and even as Chrift did fpeak, fo 
did he perform the work. ■ 

Tufh, faid he, do you riot believe this, that. after the 
words fpoken by the prieft, there is the fubftance of 
Chrill's body, flefli, and blood ? How fay you, do ycu 
believe this ? Speak, man. 

do believe that Ohrift's.body was broken for me 
upon the crofs^ and his blood fhed for my redemption, 
whereof the bread and winei is a perpetual memory, the 
pledge of his mercy, the ring and feal of his promife, and 
a perpetual memory for the faithful unto the end of the 
world. So then I was commanded into prifon until the 
next day. 

Another Examination of Richard Crashfield. 

THE day following I was brought forth. Then the 
chancellor faid unto me, Richard, how fay you ? 
Are you otherwife minded than you were yefterday ? 
Hcrehearfing all the words that we had before, faid. 
Are not thefe your words? Whereunto I anfwered, 
Yes, 

Then faid he, How fay you, can you not find in your 
heart, when you come to' the church, to kneel down be- 
fore the rood, and make your prayer ? 

I anfwered and faid,> No r- rehear ling the command- 
ment of God forbidding the fame. 

He faid, Have you not read or heard, that God com- 
manded an image to be made ? 
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'-<■ I anfwered; What image .? v. ... 

* Hefaid, The brazen ferpent. ' --.v. 

•1 faid,: Yea; J. have heard it read, how that God 
did ctiirimand it to be made, and likewife to be broken 
'down. *. rn'.-. .- .<■■: •'• : b 

-Then doctor Bridges faid; Wherefore. did.Gdd: com- 
mand the feraphims and cherubims to.be made ? 

I faid, I could not tell ; I would fain learn.. 

Then faid the chancellor, But! how fay you. to .this ? 
Can yOu find in your heart to fall down before the picture 
of Chrift, which is me rood?. ... 

I anfwered, No,- I ifear the curie Df God: for it is 
■written, that God curfed hishandsshat make them, : yea, 
and the. hands that make the tools wherewith; they are 
carved. 

Then doctor Bridges raged,- and faid, Liften now 
-what a piece of fcripture he hath here gotten to 
ferve his purpofe, for he will not allow but where he 
lifteth. 

Then faid the chancellor, How. fay you to cbnfefliqn 
to the prieft ? When were you confeffed ? 

I faid, I confefs myfelf daily unto the eternal God, 
whom I moft grievoufly offend. 

Then the chancellor faid, Do you not take confcflion 
to the prieft to be good ? . 

I anfwered, No, bur rather wicked. 

Then the chancellor faid, How fay you by yonder 
gear, yonder fingihg, and -yonder playing on the organs ? 
Is it not good and godly ? 

I faid, I could perceive no godlinefs in it. 



Then.he faid, Why, is it not written in the Pfalms, 
that we fhould praife God with hymns and fpiritual 

v I faid, . Yes, fpiritual fongs muft be had : but ypn- 
der is of the flefh, and of the fpirit of error. For to 



Then faid the chancellor, Why, is it not written, my 
houfe is'anhoufeof prayer? ', 

I faid, Yea. It is written alfo, that : you have made 
iny houfe a den of thieves; . , 

With that the chancellor looked and laid, Have we ? 
I anfwered and faid, Chrift faid fb. Then was I 
commanded to ward, 

The Thurfday next following, doctor, Bridges was 
fent to me to examine me of my faith. . And he faid, 
Country-man, my lord bifhop (for love he would have 
you faved) hath fcnt me unto: you, becaufc' td-morrow 
isyourday appointed : therefore my lord hath thought 
it proper, that you fhould . declare your faith unto 
me. For to-morrow my lord will not have, much ado 
with you; ' i. : .5 !... i 7 . 

I anfwered and faid, Hath my. lord' fent you ? 
It is not you, to whom I am. difpofed to fhew my 



Then he faid to me, I pray you let me know your • 
mind concerning the facrament of the altar. ... 

I anfwered,' Are you ignorant of what I have faid ? 

He faid, No, for it. was well written, except you 
believe, faith he, as the church hath taught,: you -are 
damned both foul and body. ■ < 

I anfwered and faid, Judge not, left yon be. judged : 
condemn not, left you be condemned. • 

And he faid, Lo, we fhall have a traitor as, well-as an 
heretic : for lie will difallow the king's judgment. 

I faid, No, I do not difallow the king's judgment, 
but your's I do difallow. For I pray you tell me, how 
came you by this judgment ? r 

He anfwered and faid, By the church : for the church 
hath power to fave. and condemn: for if you be coh- 
.demned by the Ichurch, bie you furei that you be damned 
both body.- and foul. . .7 . i, ;i _,. 

Then I faid, If you have this power, I am fore de- 
ceived. For I believe that Chrift fhall be our judge. 
But now. ll.percei.ve that you.. will, do much for, him,, that 
you will not pu whim ro the pawn. ; . : 

Themhe.faidi Stand nearer'/icoUntry-mftn {; why ; ftand 
you fo Far off? 1 . ' • . ; ,>,,, i , .} . . , 

■ lanfwercd; I am hear enough,; and. a., little top near. 

Then he faid, Did not > Chrift fay, .is ript. my . flefti 
meat, and my blood drink indeed? 



r. l alkedi TiP.^hcOT:fp^e; Chrift <ihtf*w«d»t?'.:>TrC 
He anfwered, To his difciples. 

• I (intending to rehearfe the text> &ia,; Whereat'did 
thrift's difeiples murmur inwardly;? • i . ,„ , ,,. 

He /aid, No,, they did not. murmur*, but they wer» 
the jnfidelsi .icaith he) for the difciples :: were (fatisfied 
with thefe wPrds. . .. 

I faid; Did'not Chrift fay thus; as he taught at Ca* 
pernaum, whereat his difciples murmured, fayin« 
This is an hard faying, who can abide, the hearing 
of it? Jefus (perceiving their thoughts; faid, Doth, this 
offend you?. . .■ . ; , * 

Then he raged and fakl, Oh, thou wrefteft the text 
for thirie own purpofe : for the difciples did never mur- 
mur, but the unbelievers as thou art;. 

I anfwered. Yes, but I perceive you know not the 
text.. ..-..!.-. 

Then he faid with: much rage, I will lay my, head 
thereon it is, not fo. I; v . :;.-.->;<■ . 

Then I faid, I have done with you. . i 
^To which he anfwered. What , fhall I. tell my lord 

If you have nothing to tell him, your errand fhall be 
.fopner ; done, faid I. And fo he departed. ! ■ ■;. 

Then on Friday I was brought forth to receive judg- 
ment, when ; the chancellor fakl unto me, Are you a new 
man, or- arc you not ? 

I anfwered, I truft I am a new man born of God. 
■ God give you grace fo to be, faid he. So he rchcarfed 
all my examination and faid, How fay you, are not thefe 
your words ? 

; I anfwered, Yes, I will not deny them. 

Then he faid K> Dr» Pere, ftanding by, I pray you 
talk with him. Then he alledging to m&manyi fair flat- 
tering words, faid, " Take, eat, this.is my body." How 
fay you to this? Dp you not believe that it is Chrift's 
body ? Speak. . , , . 

I anfwered. Have you not my mind.i why do you 
trouble me ? ' : : ; , 



I faid, Chrift took bread, and gave thanks,, .and gave 
it, and they took bread, and did eat. . And St. Paul 
rnakcth it more manifeft, where he faith, " So oft as 
ye, ftiall eat , of ; this broad, and drink of this cup, ye 
fliall , fhew forth the, Lord's death until, he come." 
St. Paul; faith not here as you fay. :.for. he faith, " So 
oft as ye fhall eat of this bread." He doth not fav, 

Body ' 

, : So ;tl\ey intending that Ifhould.go.no further in the 
text, faid, Tiifh, yougo about the, bufh. . Anfwer to 
the firft queftion. - Let us make, an endof. that. 

What fay you to the breadithat Chrift gave ? Let me 
.have your mind in that. ' • '. . . 

I anfwered, I have faid my mind in it. 
_- Then the chancellor faid, -No, we will have your 
mind in, that. 

? I anfwered, I have faid. my mind ia it; 

Then lfaid: the chancellor, No, we , will have your 
mind more plainly : for wc ; intend, not to have many 
•words with you. i ' .. ■ 

... I faid, My faith is fully grounded and eftablifhed, 
that Chrift Jefus the Eafter Lamb hath,offered his bleffed 
body a. facrifice to God the Father, the prieft of my 
redemption.. For by that only facrifice are all the faith- 
ful fahftified* and he- is our only, Advocate and Me- 
diator, and he hath made perfect our redemption. 
This _ hath he done alone, without any of your daily 
oblations. ■ 

: ThensDr. Bridges, flatted up and faid, Truth, your 
words are true indeed : you take, well the literal fenfe : 
.but this you muft.Underftand,' that like as you faid that 
.Chrift offered his body juport ,the- ; crofs, which ^as a 
bloody facrifice, and a vifible facrifice • fo likewife we 
daily offer the felfi-fame body that.was offered upon the 
.crofs, but .not bloody and vifible,, but .invifible, unto 
God the^Father. 

r. • Do you offer, Chiift's body, I faid ? . Why then Chrift's 
facrifice was; not -perfect But. Chrift is tr.tie, \vhen all 
men fhall be liars,, i 

Then 



• TKen'he Taid,' r Tftd^r' jr flfelii nor fear him that hath 
bower to kill the bod/': but thou flialt fear him that 
hath power to. kill M foul; .. 

- I anfwered and' Hud, ' It is' not io. But the text is 
thusf " Thou Malt not 'fear 1 them ' that have power to 
kill the' body,' andf then 1 have done whit they 1 can. 
But thbu 'ihalt ] fear him that hath power to kill bbth 
body and foul, and call: them both Into hell-fire," and 
hot them. ' ' . . . 

He faid; Yes : for it Is the church. 

I anfwered, Why, Chrift faith, " I give my life for 
the redemption of the world. No man taketh my life 
from me (faith he), but I give it of my own power, 
and fo I have power to take it again." Therefore 
Chrift the Son of God did offer his body once for all. 
And if you will prefurrie to offer his body daily, then 
your power is above Chrift's power. With that he was 
angry, and faid; What, (hall We have doctrine? You 
are not hereto appointed. '• .■„,..,. „ r .„ 

Then the chancellor flood up' and faid, Will you 
turn from this wicked error, and be an example of 
goodnefs, as you 'have bccii an example ot evil ? 
(for by your wicked reading you have perfuaded fome 
limple women to be in this error) and you fliall have 

TO And I faid, ft is of God that I do craVe mercy, whom 
I have offended, and not you. 

Then the chancellor faid, When were you at your 
parifh church ? You have rtdod excommunicate thefe 
two years and mbre: wherefore you are condemned. 
And fo 1 Was condemned. 

Thus haft thou (gentle reader) the examinations o 
this pious young man, fet forth in writing with his 
own hand, who, foon after his condemnation, was 
brought to the ftake by . the fheriffs and officers, where 
with much patience and conftancy he endured his mar- 
tyrdom. At whofe burning, one: Thomas Carman 
was apprehended, whofe ftory hereafter followeth in it's 
order and place. 

. About the fame time one named Fryer, with a woman 
accompanying him, who was the filter of George 
Eagles,' fuffered the like martyrdom by the unrighteous 
papifts, whofe tyranny the Lord of his mercy abate and 
eutfhort, turning thai generation, if it be his will, to a 



An Account of the Apprehcnfion and Death of Mrs. 
Joyce Lewes, the Wife of Mr. Thomas Lewes, of 
Mancetcn 

MISTRESS Joyce Lewes, a gentlewoman born, was 
firft married to one Appleby, and afterwards to 
Thomas Lewes, of Manceter. In the beginning of queen 
Mary's time me went to church and heard mals as others 
did, but when fhe heard of the burning of that moR 
godly and learned martyr Laurence Saunders, who fuf- 
fered in Coventry, fhe began to take more heed to the 
matter, and inquired earneftly of fuch.as fhe knew 
feared God, the caufe of his death : and when fhe per- 
ceived it was becaafe he refufed to- receive the mafs, fhe 
began to be troubled in confeience, and waxed very 
unquiet. And becaufe her houfe was even hard by Mr. 
John Glover's houfe, of whom mention was made 
before, a man of bleffed memory, and a lingular exam- 
ple of his unfeigned godlinefs, and manifold troubles 
which he fuffered for the gofpel, fhe did oftentimes refort 
to him, and defired him to tell her the faults that, were 
in the mafs, andother things that at that time were urged 
as ncceflary to falvation. ■ 

Now he perceiving both her unquiet mindj and 
the defire fhe had to know the truth, did moft dili- 
gently inftrucl her. in the way of the Lord/proving unto 
her out of God's holy word, that the mafs, with all 
other papiftical inventions, was odious in God's fight ; 
and befides this, reproved her, for that fhe delighted in 
the vanities of this world fo much. By which godly; 



eouhfel, fhe j began to grow weary of the world; dnd 
thoroughly forrowful- for her fins, being inflamed with/ 
the love of God, and defirous to ferve him according to 



to be evil and abominable, fhe began to hate it. And 
when at a time fhe was compelled by the furioufnefs. Of 
her hufband to come to the .church, at the fame time 
when the holy Water wis caff, fhe turned her back 
towards it, and fhewed hcrfelf to be difpleafed with, 
their blafphemous holy water; injurious to the blood of 
Chrift. Whereupon fhe was accufed before the bifhop 
for defpifing of their facramentals. 

Immediately a citation was fent for her to her huf- 
band 's houfe, to appear before the bifhop. The furnner" 
that brought the citation delivered it to her hufband, 
who looking upon it, and perceiving that it was moved 
with anger, defired the furnner to take the citation 
with him again, or elfe he would make him eat it. 
The fumner refufed to take it again, for he thought no 
man durft have been fo bold to him. But in the end 
es compelled the faid fumner to eat the citation 
indeed, by letting a dagger to his heart ; and when he 
had eaten it, he caufed him to dnnk, and fo fent him 
away. But immediately after, the faid Lewes with his 
wife were commanded to appear before the bifhop, where 
the faid Lewes by and by fubmitted himfelf, and defir- 
ing the bifhop to be good to him, excufing himfelf af- 
the beft fafhion he could. Whereupon the bifhop 
s content to receive his fubmiflion, with condition 
that his wife fhould fubmit herfelf alfo. But fhe ftoutly 
told the bifhop, that by refuting of the holy water fhe 
had neither offended God, nor any part of his laws. 
At which words the bffhop being grievoufiy offended, 
yet becaufe fhe was a gentlewoman, he would not 
take her at the worft (as he faid), but gave her one 
month's refpite, binding her hufband in an hundred 
pound to bring her again unto him at the month's 
end, and fo they were both let go. 

When they came to their own houfe, the faid Mrs* 
Joyce Lewes gave herfelf to moft diligent prayer, and 
invocating of the name -of God, reforting continually 
to the abovenamed man of God, Mr. John Glover, 
who did moft diligently inftruct her with God's word, 
willing her in any cafe not to meddle with that matter 
in refpedkof vain glory, or to get herfelf a name, fhew- 
ing her the great danger flic was like to caflr herfelf in, 
if the fhould meddle in God's matter othcrwife than 
Chrift doth teach. 

When the month was now almoft expired, and the 
time at band that fhe fhould be brought before the faid 
bifhop, her hufband being adverfifed by the faid Mr. 
John Glover and others, not to carry her to the bifhop, 
but to feekfome way to fave her, or if the word fhould 
come> to be content to forfeit fo much money, rather 
than to caft his own wife into the fire j he anfwered, 
he would not lofe or forfeit any thing for her fake ; and 
fo, like a murderer of his own wife, he carried her to 
the bloody bifhop, where fhe: was examined, 1 and found 
more ftout, than fhe was before death was threatened. 
And to begin withal, fhe was fent to fuch a ftinking pri- 
fon, that a certain maid, which was appointed to keep 
her company, did fwoon in the fame prifon. 

Being thus kept in prifon, and oftentimes examined, at 
length fhe was brought to judgment, and pronounced an 
heretic worthy to be burned. When the' bifhop rea- 
foned with her, why fhe would not come to the mafs, 
and receive the facramcnts and facramentals of the Ho- 
ly Ghoft ; fhe anfwered, Becaufe I find not thefe things 
in God's word, which you fo urge and magnify, as 
things moft needful for men's falvation. If thefe things 
were in the word of God commanded, I would, with all 
my heart, receive, eftcern', and believe them. The 
: bifhop anfwered, If thou wilt believe no more than is 
In the fcripture, concerning matters of religion, thou art 
in a damnable cafe. At which words fhe was wonder- 
fully amazed, and being moved by the Spirit of God, 
told the bifhop, that his words were ungodly and 
wicked. ... 

After 
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foon to take you.putof this wfld. and made you .wptahy 
to be a witnefsoEhis truth, 'and' to bear' record. unto 
Chrift, that he is the only Saviour. ' -,\ ' 7 ;r 
; "After which-words, fee faid, -My. SjWiff, yp'yr .Sifeffagg 
- --'elcpmeto'.me, arid I thank sab i$ari&tiU'&**- 



, .After; her condemnation, fee continued •!';» whole U 
twelve^roonth in prifdn,. becaufe fee was committed to I 
me feeriff, that was of late ^ chofeh, who <ouId hot be 
opmpelied tojput.hcr to death in his time, as he affirmed ; 
li^.V.hicH things, after her death, he was fore troubled, 
3p4 in danger of his life. All that time, fee was in 
prifon, her behaviour was fuch both in wpr<Js and deeds,- 
that all they, that had any fpark of godlinefs and ho- 
hefty, did greatly lament her cafe, feat fee mould be 

• which God had ap- 
pointed for her deliverance, the writ De combfirendo 

Sis they term it) being brought down from London, fee 
efired fome of her friends to come to her, with whom, 
when they came, fee confulted how fee might behave 
herfelf, that her death might be more glorious to the 
name of God, comfortable to his people, and alfo moft 
difcomfortable to the enemies of God. As for death 
(faith fee), I do not greatly heed it : when I behold the 
amiable countenance of Chrift my dear Saviour, the ug- 
ly face of death doth not greatly trouble me. In 
which time alfo fee reafoncd moft comfortably out of 
Godfs word, of God's election and reprobation. 

In the evening before her fuffering, two of the priefts of 
"' o the under feeriff 'shoufe, 



the clofe of Litchfield, t 

where fee lay, and fent word to her by the feeriff, that 
they were come to her confeflion ; for they would be 
lorry fee feould die without. She fent them word 
again, fee had made a confeflion to Chrift her Saviour, 
at whofe .hands fee was fure to have forgivenefs of her 
fins. As concerning the caufe for which fee feould die, 
fee had no caufe to confefs that, but rather to give moft < 
humble praife to God, that he had made her worthy to 
fuft'er death for his word : and as concerning that abfd- 
lution that they were able to give unto her, being au- 
thorized by the pope, fee did defy the fame, even from 
the bottom of her heart. 

Which when the priefts heard, they (aid to the feeriff, " 
Well, to-morrow her ftoutnefs will be proved and tried : \ 
for although perhaps fee hath now fbme friends that ; 
whifper in her ears, to-morrow we will fee who dare be 
fo hardy as to come near her : and to they went their 
ways, with anger, that their confeflion and absolution was 
nought fet by. 

AH that night fee was wonderfully chearful and mer- 
ry, with a certain gravity, infomuch that the majefty of 
the Spirit of God did manifeftly appear in her, who did 
,expet the fear of death out of her heart, fpending the 
time in prayer, reading and talking with them that 
were purpofely come unto her, to comfort her with the 
.word of God. , 

About three o'clock in the morning, Satan (who 
never fleepeth, efpecially when death is at hand) began 
to ftir himfelf bufily, feooting at her that fiery dart, 
which he is wont to do againft all that are at defiance 
with him, by queftionihg her, how fee could tell that 
ifee was chofen to eternal life, and that Chrift died for 
.her. I grant that he died, but that he died, for thee, 
ihowcantt thou. tell :.whilft fee was troubled with this 
.fuggeftion, they that were about her counfelled her 
.follow the example of Paul, Gal. ii. where he faith, 
Which hath loved me, and given himfelf for me/' 
Alfo, that her vocation arid calling to the knowledge of 
Gotl'stlwoid, was a manifeft token of God's love" and 
,defire towards God; working in her heart, that love 
.and defire. towards, God to pleafe.him,-and to be jufti- 
fied by him through Chrift, &c. By thefe and like 
.perfuafidns, and efpecially by the comfortable pro- 
mifesof Chriftj brought out ©f the fcriptu re, Satan was 
put «o flight, and fee comforted in Chrift. 

• About eight o'clock, Mr. Sheriff came into her 
ichaitfeer, faying thefe words, Mrs. Lewes, I am come 
■ to i bring you tidings of the queen's- pkafure, which 
is, that you feall live but one hour longerin this world' : 
therefore it behoveth you-toprepare yourfelf for it.' At 
.which words, heingfo grofsly uttered, and fo fuddenly, 
by fuch an officer as he was, made her fomewhat bat 
ido.wn. Wherefore ".one of her friends and acquaintance 
Handing by, faid thefe words: Mrs. Lewes, yOu have 
great caufe to praife God, who has vouchfafed fo' 



worthy to offer my life [for hi,' fer yicel At which* 
void* the {henf departed . but in the fbace of an' houf 
le came back again, with fwords and clubs ; j' ffitfwfe^n 
became up into her chamber, one of her friends defired 
i give him leave to go with her to the flake, and 
to comfort her, which the flieriff granted at that time ; 
but afterwards, when fee was dead, he was fore trouhled 
for the fame, 

Now when fee was brought through the town By a 
number of bill-men, a great number of people being 
prefent; fee was led by two Of her friends, namely, Mr. 
Michael Reniger, and Mr. Auguftirie Bernh.er, and fo 
brought to the place of execution: and becaufe the 
place was far off, and the throng of the people great, and 
fee not acquainted with the frefe air, (being fo long in 
prifon) one of her friends fent a meflenger to the flieriff 's 
hbufe for fome drink : and after fee had prayed three 
feveral times, in which prayers fee defired God moft 
inftantly to abolife the idolatrous mafs,' and td deliver 
this realm from popery (at the end of which piayers 
moft part of the people cried Amen; yea, even the flie- 
riff that flood hard by her, ready to caft her into the 
fire for not allowing the mafs, at this her prayer faid 
with the reft of her people, Amen) ; when flie had thus 
prayed, fee, took the cup into her hands, faying, I drink 
to all them that unfeignedly love the gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift, and wife for the aboli foment of popery. When 
fee had drank, they that were her friends drank alfo. 
After that a great number, efpecially the women of that 
town, drank with her ; who afterwards were put to open 
penance in the church by the cruel papifts, for drinking 
with her. 

When fee was chained to the flake, fee foew.ed fuch 
chearfulnefs, that it paffed mart's reafbn, being fo well 
coloured in her face, and being fo patient, that moft 
of them that had honeft hearts were moved, and even 
with tears bewailed the tyranny of the papifts. When 
the fire was fet to her, fee made no other rcfiftance 
than by lifting up her hands towards heaven, being dead 
very foon: for the' l under feeriff, at . the requeft of her 
friends, had provided fuch fluff; that- fee was fuddenly 
difpatched out of this miferable world. 

This, amongft other things, is not to be forgoten, that 
the papifts had appointed fome to rail upon her, and to 
revile her, both as flie went to the. place of execution, as 
alio when fee was at the ffake.' Amongft others there 
was an old prieff, who had a pair of writing tables, 
wherein he fet down the namf s of thofe women that drank 
ofthecdp, (as before mentioned), and alfo defcribed her 
friends by their apparel, for he could nqtprcfently learn 
their names, and afterwards inquired for them : and fo 
immediately after procefs was fent out for: them, both to 
Coventry and other places : but God, whofe providence 
fleeps not, did defend. them from, the hands of thefe 
cruel- tyrants^. Unto which God, with the Son and the 
Holy Ghoft, be honour and glory for ever, Amen. 



2*1? Martyrdom^ Ralph Allsrton, James Austoo, 
Margery: Austoo;. and Richard Roth, at 
lllington. 

ABOUT -the feventeenth day of September, were 
burned ,at Iflington, near London, thefe four pro- 
IfcfforsoF Chrift* : Ralph Allertoh, James Auftoo, Mar- 
gery Auftoo his wife, and Richard .. Roth. Among 
Iwhich itifirft appeared!, that' this JRalph Allerton was, 
more than a year before his condemnation, apprehended 
and brought before the lord Dairy, of 'Colchefter, and 
was there accufed, as well for that he, would not content 
to eonie unto the idolatry and fuporftition which then 
wds ufed, as alfo that he had by preaching enticed others 
tbdo the like. . 

Being examined thereupon, he confefied that he com- 
ing 
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ing into his parilh of Bentley, and feeing the people 
fitting there, either gazing about, or elfe talking toge- 
ther, he exhorted them that they would fall unto prayer, 
and meditation of God's moft holy word, and not lit fo 
idly : to which they willingly confented. Then after 
prayer ended, he read to them a chapter out of the New 
Teftament, and fo departed. 

. In which exercife he continued until Candlemas, and 
then being informed that he might not do fo by the 
law, (for that he was no prieft or minilter) he left off, 
and kept himfelf clofe in his houfe till after Eafter. At 
which time, certain men fworn for inquiry of fuch mat- . 
tcrs came unto his houfe, and attached him for reading 
in the parilh of Welley. 

But when they underftood that he had read but once, 
and that it was of obedience (whercunto he earneftly' 
moved the people) they let him for Chat time depart. 
Notwithftanding for fear of their cruelty, he was not 
Jong after conftrained to forfake his own houfe, and 
keep himfelf'in woods, barns, and other folitary places, 
until the time of his appiehenfion. 

After his examination, the lord Darcy fent him up 
to the council ; but they (not minding to trouble them- 
felves with him) fent him unto Bonner, who by threat- 
enings and other fubtle means, fo abufed the fimple and 
fearful heart of this man, that within a Ihort time he 
won his moft wicked will, and made him revoke and 
recant his former profeflion, and thereupon fet him at 
liberty of body: which yet brought fuch a bondage 
and terror of foul and conscience, and fo call him down, 
that except God (whofe mercies are immeafurable) had 
fupported and lifted him up again, he had perilhed for 
ever. 

But God, who never fuffereth his children utterly to 
fall, calling his pitiful eyes on his loft Iheep, with his 
merciful and fatherly chaftifements, did, with Peter, 
raife him up again, giving unto him not only hearty and 
unfeigned repentance, butalfo a moft cpnllant boldnefs 
to profefs again, even unto death, his moft holy name 
and glorious golpel.' Wherefore at the procurement of 
Thomas Tye, prielt, Ibmetime an carneft profeflbr of 
Chrift, but now a fierce perfecutor of the fame (as ap- 
peareth more at large before in the hillory of William 
Munt and his wife), he was again apprehended, and fent 
to bilhop Bonner, before whom he was the eighth day 
of April, and fundry other times elfe examined. The 
repost of which examination, written by his own hand 
' with blood, for lack of other ink, here followeth. 

The Examination of RALPH ALLERTON, at bis Se- 
cond Apprehenfion, before the Bilhop of London, at 
Fulham, April 8, 1557. 

Bonner. A H, firrah, how chanceth it that you are 
JLX. come hither again on this falhion ? I dare 
fay thou art accufed wrongfully. 

Ralph. Yea, my lord, fo 1 am. For if I were guilty 
of fuch things as I am accufed of, then I would be very 
forry. 

Bonner. By St. Mary, that is not well done. But let 
roe hear, art thou an honeft man ? For if I can proye 
no herefy by thee, then ftiall thine accufers do thee no 
harm at all. Go on, let me hear thee; for I did not 
believe the tale to be true. 

Ralph. My lord, who did accufe me ? I pray you 
let me know, and what is mine accufation, that I may 
anfwer thereunto. 

Bonner. Ah, wilt thou fo ? Before God, if thou haft 
not dilTembled, then thou needeft not be afraid, nor 
alhamcd to anfwer for thyfclf. But tell me in faith, 
hall thou not dilTembled ? 

Ralph. If I cannot have mine accufers to accufe me 
before you, my confeience doth conffrain me to accufe 
myfelf before you: for I confefs, that I have grievoufly 
offended God in my dilfimulation, at my laft being be- 
fore your lordlhip, for which I am Very forry, as God 
knoweth. 

Bonner. Wherein, I pray thee, didft thou diflemble, 
when thou waft before me ? 

Ralph. Forfooth, my lord, if your lordlhip remem- 



ber, I did fermy hand to a certain writing, the contents 
whereof (as 1 remember) were, That 1 believe in all, 
things as the catholic church teacheth, 6cc. In which 
1 did not difclofe my mind, but Iham'efully. difiembled, ' 
becaufe I made no difference between the true church 
and the untrue church. 

Bonner. Nay, but I pray thee let me hear more of 
this tralh. For I fear me thou wilt fmell of an heretic 
anon. Which is the true church as thou fayell ? Doft 
thou not call the heretics' church the true church, or 
the catholic church of Chrift? Now which of thefe two 
are the true church, fayeft thou ? Speak, fot 'in faith, I 
will know of" thee, before 1 leave thee. 

Ralph. As concerning the church of heretics, I utterly 
abhor the fame, as detcftable and abominable before God, 
with all their enormities and herelies ; and the church 
catholic is it that I 'only embrace, whofe doctrine is fin- 
cere, pure, and trtie. 

Bonner. ' By St. Augulline, but thr.t is well faid of 
thee. For, by God Almighty, if thou hadft allowed the 
church of heretics, I would have burned thee with tire 
for thy labour. 

Then faid one Morton, a pried, My lord, you know 
not yet what church it is that he callcth catholic. I 
warrant you he meaneth naughtily enough. 

Bonner. Think .you fo ? Now by our blefled lady, 
if it be fo, he might have deceived me. How fay you, 
firrah, which is the catholic church ? 

Ralph. Even that which hath received the wholefomc 
found, fpoken of by Ifaiah, David, Malachi, and Paul, 
with many other more. Which found, as it is written, 
hath gone throughout all the earth in every place, and 
unto the ends of the world. 

Bonner. Yea, thou fayeft true before God. For this 
is the found that hath gone throughout all Chrilten- 
dom, and he that believeth not the fpund of the holy 
church, as St. Cyprian faith, doth err. For he faith, 
that whofoever is out of the church, is like unto them 
that were out of Noah's Ihip, when the flood came upon 
all the whole world ; fo the ark of Noah is likened unto 
the church ; and therefore thou haft well faid in thy 
confefiion. For the church is not alone in Germany, 
nor was here in England in the time of the late fchifms, 
as the heretics do affirm. For if the church fhouldbe 
there alone, then were Chrift a liar : for he promifed 
that the Holy Ghoft fhould come to us, and lead us 
unto all truth, yea, and remain with us, unto the end 
of the world. So now, if we will take Chrift for a true 
fayer, then muft we needs affirm, that the way which is 
taught in France, Spain, Italy, Flanders, Denmark, 
Scotland, and all Chriftcndom over, muft needs be the 
true catholic church. 

Ralph. My lord, if you remember, I fpake of all 
the world, as it is written, and not of all Chrillendom 
only, as methinks your lordlhip takes it, which kind of 
fpeaking you do not find in all the bible. For I am 
fure, that the golpel hath been both preached and pcr- 
fecuted in all lands. Firft, In Jewry, by the feribes and 
pharifecs, and lince that time, by Nero, Dioclelian, and 
fuch like, and now here in thefe our days, by your lord- 
lhip knoweth whom. For true it is that the church 
which you call catholic, is not otherwife catholic than 
was figured in Cain, obferved of by Jeroboam, Ahab, 
Jezebel, Nebuchodonofor, Antiochus, and Herod, with 
innumerable more of the like: and as both Daniel and 
Eldras make mention of thefe laft days, by a plain pro- 
phecy, and now fulfilled, as appeareth, and affirmed by 
our Saviour Chrift and his apoftlcs, faying, There lhall 
comer grievous wolves to devour the flock. 

Bonner. Now, by the blefied facrament of the altar, 
Mr. Morton, he is the rankeft heretic that ever came 
before me. How fay you ? Have you heard the like ? 

Morton. I thought what he was, my lord, at the firft. 

Bonner. Now, by All-hallows, thou lhalt be burnt 
with fire for thy lying, thou whorcfon, varlet, and 
prick-loufe thou. Doll thou find a prophecy in David 
of us ? Nay, you knave, it is you that he fpeaketh of, 
and of your falfe pretended holinefs. Speak, let me 
hear what is the faying of Efdras, and take heed you 
make not a lie, I advife you. 

7 M * Ralph. 
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Ralph. The faying of Efdras is this : " The heat of 
great multitude is kindled over you, and they fliall take 
■ away certain of you, and feed the idols with you, and 
he that confe'nteth unto them fhall be had in.derifion, 
laughed to fcorn, and trodden under foot; yea, they 
fhall be like madmen, for they fpare no man: they 
lhall fpoil and waftc fuch as fear the Lord," «&c. 

Bonner. And have you taken this thing, to make 
your matter good ? Ah, firrah, wilt thou fo ? By my 
faith, a pretty inftruftion, and a neceffary thing to be 
taught among the people. By my troth, I think there 
be more of this opinion. I pray thee tell me : is there 
any that underftandeth this fcripture on this fafliion ? 
Before God, I think there are none in all England, 
but thou. 

Ralph. Yes, my lord, there are in England three 
religions. 

Bonner. Say eft thou fo ? Which be thefe three ? . 

Ralph. The iirft is that which you hold, the fecond 
is clean contrary to the fame; and the third is a neuter, 
being indifferent: that is to fay, obferving all things 
that are commanded outwardly, as though he were of 
your part, his heart being fet wholly againft the fame. 

Bonner. And of thefe three which art thou ? For 
now thou mult needs be one of them. 

Ralph. Yea, my lord, I am of one of them ; and 
that which I am of, is even that which is contrary 
to that which you teach to be believed under pain of 
death. 

Bonner. Ah, fir, you were here with me at Ful- 
ham, and had good cheer, yea, and money in your 
purfe when you went away, and by my faith I had a 
favour unto thee, but now I. fee thou wilt be a naughty 
knave. Why wilt thou take upon thee to read the 
fcripture, and canft underftand never a word? for thou 
haft brought a text of fcripture which maketh clean 
againft thee. For Efdras fpeaketh of the multitude 
of you heretics, declaring your hate againft the ca- 
tholic church, making the fimple or idle people 
believe, that all is idolatry that we do, and fo intice 
them away till you have overcome them. 

Ralph. Nay, not fo, my lord. For he maketh it 
more plain, and faith on this wife ; " They fhall take 
aw^y their goods, and put them out of their houfes, 
and then fhall it be known who are my choferf (faith 
the Lord), for they fhall be tried, as the filver or gold 
in the fire." And we fee it fo come to pafs, even as 
he hath faid. For who is not now driven from houfe 
and home, yea, and his goods taken up for other men 
that never fweat for them, if he do notobferve as you 
■command and fet forth ? Or elfe, if he be, taken, then 
muft he either deny the truth, as I did, in diflembling, 
or elfe he fhall be fure to be tried, as Efdras faith, 
even as the gold is tried in the fire. Whereby all 
the world may know that you arc the bloody church, 
figured in Cain the tyrant, neither are you yet able to 
avoid it. 

Morton. I promife you, my lord* I like him better 
now than ever I did, when he was here before you 
the other time. For then he did but diffemble, as I 
perceived well enough; but now methinks he fpeaketh 
plainly. 

Bonner. Marry, fir, as you fay indeed, he is plain. 
For he is a plain heretic, and fhall be burned. Have 
the knave away. Let him be carried to Little-eafe, 
at London, until I come. 

Ralph. And fo I was carried to London unto 
Little-eafe, and there I remained that night, and on 
the next morning I appeared before him again, the 
dean of St. Paul's and the chancellor of London being 
prefent. Then were brought forth certain writings 
that I_had fet my-hand unto. 

Bonner. Come on your ways, firrah. Is. not this 
your hand, and this, and this ? 

Ralph. Yea, they are my hand all of them ; I con- 
fefs the fame, neither yet will I deny any thing that I 
have fet my hand unto. But if I have fet my hand 
to any thing that is not lawful, therefore am I forry. . 
Ncve'rthelefs, my kand I will not deny to be my 



Bonner. Well faid, now you muft tell me ; were 
you never at the church fince you went from me at 
mats, mattins? &c. ' 

Ralph. No, my lord, not at mafs, mattins, nor anv 
other ftrange worfhipping of God. . ' 

Bonner. Yea, fayeft thou fo ? Waft thou neither 
at thine own parifh' church, nor at any other? And 
doft thou alio fay, that it is a ftrange worfhipping? 
Why, I pray thee, wilt thou not believe the fcripture 

Ralph. Yea, my lord, I believe the fcripture to 
be true, and in defence of the fame 1 intend to give 
my life, rather than I will deny any part' thereof, God 
willing. 

Dean. My lord, this fellow w.ill be an honeft man 
I hear by him. He will not ftand in his opinion ; f 0 ' t 
he fheweth himfelf gentle and patient in his talk. 

Bonner. Oh, he is a glorious knave. His painted 
terms fhall no more- deceive me. Ah, whore's-fon 
prick-loul'e, doth not Chrift-fay, This is my body? 
And how dareft thou deny thefe words, thou knave ? 
I have a writing to fhew, and thine Own hand to the 
fame. Let me fee, pray wilt thou deny this? Is not 
this thine own hand ? 

Ralph. Yes, my lord, it is mine own* hand, neither 
am 1 a.fhamed thereof, becalilc my confeffion is agree- 
able to God's word. And whereas you do lay unto my 
charge, that I fhould deny the words of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift; oh; good Lord, from whence conieth this 
rafh, -hafty, and untrue judgment ? Forfooth not from 
the Spirit of truth; for he leadeth men into all truth, - 
and is not the father of liars. Whereupon fhould your 
lordfhip gather or fay of me fo defamoufly ; where- 
fore, I befeech you, if I deny the fcriptures canonical, 
or any part thereof, then let me die. 

Tye, the Priefl. My lord, he is a very feditious fel- 
low, and perfuadeth other men to do as he himfelf doth, 
contrary to the order appointed by the queen's highnefs 
and the clergy of this realm. For a great many of the 
parifh •will be gathered one day to one place, and ano- 
ther day to another place to hear him, fo that very few 
come to church to hear divine fervice : and this was 
not only before that he was taken and brought unto the 
council, but alfo fince his return home again, he hath 
done much harm. For where both men and women 
were honeftly difpofed before, by St. Anne now they 
are almoft as' bad as he. And furthermore, he was not 
afhamcd to withftand me before all the parifh, faying, 
that we were of the malignant church of Antichrift, and 
not of the true church of Chrift, alledging a great many 
fcriptures to fervc his purpofc, faying, Good people, 
take heed, and beware of thefe blood-thirfty dogs, &c. 
And then I commanded the conftable to apprehend 
him, and fo he did. Neverthelel's, after this apprchen- 
fion, the conftable let him go about his bufinefs all the 
next day, fo that without putting in of Atretics, he let 
him go into Suffolk and other places, for no goodnefs, I 
warrant you, my lord : it were alms to teach fuch officers 
their duty, how they fhould let fuch rebels go at their 
own liberty, after that they be apprehendedand taken, 
but to keep them faftin the flocks until they bring them 
before a juftice. 

Ralph. As I faid before, fo fay I now again ; thou art 
not of the church of Chrift, and that I will prove, if I 
may be fuffered. And where you faid, that you com- 
manded the conftable to apprehend me, you did fo in- 
deed, contrary to the laws of this realmj haying neither 
treafon, felony, nor murder to lay to my charge : no, 
neither had you precept, procefs, nor warrant to fcrvc 
on me ; and therefore I fay without 3 law was I appre- 
hended. And whereas yoti feek to trouble the con- 
ftable, becaufe he kept me not in the flocks three days 
and three nights, it doth fhew in. part what you are. 
And my going into Suffolk was not for any evil, but 
only to buy half a bufhel of corn for bread for my 
poor wife and children, knowing that I had no long 
time to tarry with them. But if I had run away, then 
you would furely have laid fomewhat to his charge. 

Bonner. Go to, thou art a merchant indeed. Ah, fir- 
rah, before God thou fhalt be burnt with fire. Thou 
a ' knoweft 
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knoweft Richard Roth, doft thou not ? Is he of the 
fame mind that thou art of, or no ? canft thou tell ? 

Ralph. He is of age to a'nfwcr, let him fpeak for 
himfelf. for I hear that he is. in your houfe. 

Bonner. Lo, what a knay>--beTe-4s.. Go, Cluny, 
"fetch me Roth hither. Byjriy troth. he is a falfe knave; 
but yet thou art worfe than he. Ah, firrah, did you 
not fet your hand to a writing, the tenor whereof was, 
that if you fliould at any time fay or do heretically, 
then it fliould be lawful for me to take thee with a 
relapfe, and to proceed in fentence againft thee P 

Ralph. Yea, that is fo. But here is to be alked, 
whether it is fufficient, that my hand or name in writing 
be able-to give authority to you or to any other to kill 
me? For if I by writing can do fo much, then muft my 
authority be greater than your's. Neverthelefs, I have 
neither faid nor done heretically, but like a true chrif- 
tian man have I behaved myfelf. And fo I was com- 
mitted unto prifon again, and the 24th day of the fame 
month I was brought before the bifhop, the lord North, 
Dr. Story, and others, and after a long ftory in Latin 
amongft themfelves (unto which I gave no anfwer, be- 
caufe they fpake not to me, although they fpoke of 
me), at laft the bifliop faid — 

How fay you, firrah ? Tell me briefly at one word, 
wile thou be contented to go to Fulham with me, and 
there to kneel down at mafs, {hewing thyfelf outwardly 
as though thou didft.it with a good will? come, fpeak. 

Ralph. I will not fay fo. 

Bonner. Away with him, away with him. 

The fecond day of May I was brought before the 
bifhop, and three noblemen of the council, whofe 
names I do not remember. 

Bonner. Lo, my lords, this fame is the fellow that 
was fent unto me from the council, and did fubmit 
himfelf, fo that 1 had half a hope of him : but by St. 
Anne I was always in doubt .of him. Neverthelefs, 
he was with me, and fared well, and when I delivered 
him,. I gave him money in his purfe. How fayed 
thou ? Was it not fo as I tell my lords here ? 

Ralph. . Indeed, my lord, I had meat and drink 
enough ; but I never was in bed all the while. And 
at my departing you gave me twelve pence, although 
I afked none, nor would have any. 

A Lord.. Be good to him, my ford, he will be an 

Bonner- Before God, how fliould I trull him ? He 
hath deceived me once already. But ye (hall hear 
what he will fay to the blefled facrament of the altar. 
How fay you, firrah ? After the words of confecration 
be fpoke by the prieft, there remaineth no bread, but 
the very body of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, God and 
man,: and none other fubftance, under the form of 

Ralph. Where find you that written, my lord ? 
Bonner. Lo, fir. ~Why, doth not Chift fay, " Thig 
: ' ' * T " " ' " 1 ' y thefe 

elfe was he 

fembler, 'fpeaking one thing, and meaning another ? 
Go to, now I have takeri you. 

Ralph. Yea, my lord, you have taken me indeed, 
and will keep me until' you kill me. However, my 
lord, I marvel why you leave out the beginning of 
the inftitution of the (upper of our Lord? For Chrift 
faid, " Take ye, and eat ye, this is my body."' And 
if it will pleafe ye to add the former words to the lat- 
ter, then fliall I make you an anfwer. For fure'I am, 
that Chrift was no diflembler, neither did he fay one 
thing and mean another. 

Bonner. Why, then muft thou needs fay, that it is 
his body ; for he faith it himfelf, and thou confefleft 
that he will not lie. 

Ralph. No, my lord: he is true, and all men are 
liars. Notwithftanding, I utterly refufe to take the 
words of our Saviour fo fantaftically as you teach us. 
to take them : for then fliould we confpire with certain 
heretics called the Neftorians; for they deny that Chrift 
had a true natural body, and fo methinks you do, my 
lord. If. you will affirm his body to be there, as you 
% he is, then muft you needs alfo affirm, that it is a 



fantaftical body; and therefore look to it for God's 
fake,, and let thefe words go before : " Take ye, and 
eat ye," without which words the reft are not fufficient; 
but when the worthy receivers do take and eat, even 
then are fulfilled the words of our Saviour unto him, 
or every of them that fo receiveth. 

Bonner. Ah, I feel well thou canft not uriderftand 
thefe words ; I will fliew thee a parable. If I fliould 
fet a piece of beef before thee, and fay, Eat, it is beef: 
and then take part of it away, and fend it to my cook, 
and he fliall change the fafhion thereof, and make it 
look like bread ; what, wouldft thou fay that it were 
no beef, becaufe it hath not the fafliion of beef ? 

Ralph. Let me underftand a little further, my lord, 
fliall the cook add nothing thereunto, nor take any 
thing therefrom ? 

Bonner. What is that to the matter, whether he do 
or no, fo long as the fliape is changed into another 
likenefs ? 

Ralph. Ah, will you fo, my lord? your fophiftry 
will not ferve ; the truth will have the victory never- 
thelefs, as Ifaiah faith, He that reftraineth himfelf 
from evil, muft be fpoiled. And Amps hath fuch like 
words alfo : For the wife muft be fain to hold their 
peace; fo wicked a time it is, faith he: neverthelefs, 
he that can fpeak the truth, and will not, fliall give a 
ftrait account for the fame. 

A DoBor. By my lord's leave, here methinks thou 
fpeakeft like a' fool. Wilt thou be a judge of the 
fcripture? Nay, thou muft ftand to learn, and not to 
teach ; for the whole congregation hatb determined 
the matter long ago. - . • r 

A Priefl. No, by your leave, we have a church, 
and not a congregation. You miftake that word,., Mr; 

Doaor. t 

Ralph. Then I faid to my fellow-prifoners (landing 
by, My brethren, do ye not hear how thefe irien help 
one another ? Let us do fo alfo. But we never came 
all in together. Then was I carried away for that time. 
The igth day of May I was brought before the bifliop's 
of Rochefter and Chichefter, with others. 

Roch. Were you a companion of George Eagles, 
otherwife called Trudge-over? My lord of London 
telleth me that you were his fellow companion. 
Ralph. I know him very well, my lord. 
Roch. By my faith, I had him once, arid then he 
was as drunk as an ape, for he flunk fo of drink, that 
I could not abide him, and fo fent him away. 

Ralph. My lord, I dare fay you took your mark 
amifs. It was either yourfelf, or fome o'f your own 
company, for he did neither drink ale, wine, nor beer, 
fo'r a quarter of a year before that time; and there- 
fore it was not he forfooth. 

The reft of mine examinations you fliall have after I 
am condemned, if I can have any time after my coming 
into Newgate, which I truft fliall touch the matter a 
great deal more plainly; for the pithy matters are yet 
unwritten. Thus fare you well, good friends all. Yea, 
I fay, farewel for ever in this prefent world. Greet ye 
one another, and be joyful in the Lord. Salute the 
good widows among you, with all the reft of the con- 
gregation in Barfold, and Dedham, and Colchefter. 

This promife of his, being either not performed, for 
that he might not thereto be permitted, or elfe if he 
did write, the fame not coming to my hands ; I am 
fain in the reft of his examinations to follow the only 
report of the regifter, who witriefleth, that the 15& 
day of May, 1557, in the bifliop's palace at London, 
he was examined upon ceriain interrogatories, the 
contents whereof be thefe. 

Firft, That he was of the parifli of Muchbentley, 
and fo of the diocefe of London. 

Secondly, That the 10th day of January, then laft 
pall, Mr. .John Morant preaching at St. Paul's, the 
faid Ralph Allerton did there openly fubfcribe himfelf 
unto the church of Rome, with the rites and ceremo- 
nies thereof. 

That he did confent and fubfcribe himfelf as well 
unto the fame fubmifiion, as alfo to one other bill, in 
which he granted, that' if he fhould at any time turn 
again 
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again unto his former opinions, it ihould be then lawful 
tor the bifhop immediately to denounce and adjudge 
him as 1 an heretic* 

Fourthly, That he had fubferibed to a bill, wherein 
he affirmed, that in the facrament, after the words of 
conlecration be fpoken by the prieft, there remaineth 
' ftill material bread and material wine; and that he be- . 
lieveth that the bread is the breadof thankfgiving, and 
the memorial of Chrift's death ; and that when he re- 
ceived! it, he rccciveth the body of Chrift ipiritualiy 
in his foul, but material bread in fubftance. 

Fifthly, That he had openly affirmed, and alfo ad- 
vifedly fpoken that which is contained in the laid for- 
mer fourth article above fpecified. 

Sixthly, That he had fpoken againft the biftiop of 
Rome, with the church and fee of the fame, and alfo 
againft the feven facramcnts and other ceremonies and 
ordinances of the fame church"; ufed then within this 

Seventhly, That he had allowed and commended the 
opinion and faith of Mr. Cianmer, Ridley, and Latimer, 
and others of late that were burned within this realm, 
and believed that their opinions were good and godly. 
• Eighthly, That he had divers times affirmed, that the 
religion ufed within this realm, at the time of his appre- 
heniion, was neither good nor agreeable to God's word, 
and that he could not conform himfelf thereunto. 

Ninthly, That he had affirmed, that the book of 
common prayer, fet forth in the reign of king tdward 
VI. was in all parts good and godly ; and that the faid 
Ralph and his fellow prifoncrs, did daily ufc amongft 
themfelves in prifon fomepart of the book. . 

Tenthly, That he had affirmed, that if he were out 
of prifon he would not come to mafs, mattins, nor 
even-fong, nor bear taper, candle, nor palm, nor go in 
proceflion, nor would receive holy water, holy bread, 
alhes, or pax, or any other ceremony of the church 
then ufed within this realm. 

Eleventhly, That he had affirmed, that if he were at 
liberty he would not confefs his fins to any prieft, nor 
receive abfolution of him : nor yet would receive the 
facrament of the altar, as it was then ufed. 

Twelfthly, That he had affirmed, that praying to 
faints, and praying for the dead, were neither good nor 
profitable, and that a man is not bound to faft and pray, 
but at his own will and pleafure ; neither that it is law- 
ful to referve the facrament, or to worfhip it. 

Thirteenthly, That the faid Allerton hath, according 
to thefe his affirmations, abftained and refilled to come 
to his parifli church ever fincc the tenth day of January 
laft, or to ufe, receive, or allow any ceremonies, facra- 
men'ts, or other rites then ufed in the church. 

To all thefe articles he anfwered affirmatively, deny- 
ing precifely none of them ; faving to this claufc con- 
tained in the twelfth article, that a man is not bound 
fo fall and pray but at his own will and pleafure, he 
faid that he had affirmed no fuch thing, but he confeffed 

hat he had not faded no- « A «' • ~* *• A 

o do. And unto this ai 
fort. 

Except it be proved otherwife by the holy fcripture, 
1 do affirm thefe articles to be true. By me, 
Ralph Ai 



The next examination was the fourth day of July '; the 
act whereof, becaufe they do appear more amply in his 
other examination, on the tenth of September, I here 
omit, giving you farther to underftand, that on the fe- 
venth day of July, he was brought before Dr. Darbilhire 
in the bifliop's palace, who examined him again on the 
former articles, and after perfuading him to recant, 
threatening him that otherwife he fhould be burned. 
To whom he boldly anfwered, I would I might be con- 
demned even to-morrow ; fori perceive my lord (mean- 
ing Bonner) doth nothing but feek men's blood. Upon 
which faying Dr. Darbyfhire committed him again to 
prifon, and the tenth of September, the bifhop caufed 
him (with the other three above-named) to be brought 
unto Fulham, and there in his private chapel within his 



houffcj he judicially propounded unto him certain other 
new articles ; of which, the tenor of the firft, fif tn 
fixthj and feventh are already mentioned, in the fecbnil' 
third, and fourth former objections : as for the reft' 
their contents here follow* • ' 

Thou, Ralph Allerton, canft not deny, but that 
the information given againft thee, and remaining now 
in the acts of this court of thine ordinary, Edmund 
biftiop of London, was and is a true information." 

This information was given by Thomas Tye, curate 
of Bentlcy (of whom you have already heard), and cer- 
tain others of the fame parifli and affinity ; as namely" 
John Painter, William Harris, John Barker^ John Car- 
ter, Thomas Candeler, Jeftery Beftwood, John Richard" 
Richard Meet. ' 

The effect whereof was, that one Laurence Edwards 
of Bentley aforefaid, had a child that was unchriftened* 
and being demanded by the faid Tye, why the child was 
not baptized, he made anfwer it fhould be when he could 
find one of his religion (meaning a true profefibr of 
Chrift's gofpel ). Whereat the curare faid, Ah, you have 
had fome inftructor that hath fchooled you of late, ^ca, 
(quoth Edwards) that 1 have, and if your doctrine be 
better than his, then I will believe you; and thereupon 
fondly offered to fetch him. 

Whereupon the conftable going with him, they 
brought before the faid curate the faid Ralph Allerton; 
of whom in this information they make this report, that 
he was a fed it ions perfon, who fince his coming down 
from the bifbop, had fet upon the conflables doors fedi- 
tious letters, moving and perfuading thereby the people 
to follow his malicious difobedience ; and that thefe his 
perfuafions had taken effect in many: and farther, that 
the faid Ralph Allerton (the curate afking him whether 
he had inftrudied this Laurence Edwards, that it was 
againft God's commandment to enter into the church) 
cafting his hands abroad, fhould fay, Oh, good people, 
now is fulfilled the faying of the godly prieft and pro- 
phet Efdras, who faith, Efdras iv. 16. " The fire of a 
multitude is kindled againft a few ; they have taken 
away their houfes, and fpoiled their goods," &c. Which 
of you hath not feen this, this day? who is here amongft 
you, that feeth not all thefe things done upon us this 
day ? The church which they call us to, is the church 
of Antichrift, a perfecuting church, and the church 
malignant. With thefe, and many more words (faid 
they, moft malicioufly and falfely alledged out of the 
fcriptures) he thus pcrfuaded great multitudes there 
prefent (as much as in him lay) unto difobedience. 
For which caufe the conftables did then apprehend 
him. 

3. Item, thou, Ralph Allerton, canft not deny, but 
the letter fent unto me by my lord Darcy, beginning 
with thefe words,' [Pleafeth it your lordfliip, &c] was 
thine own letter, and was fubferibed by thine own 
hand. 

The contents of the letter mentioned in this article, 
and written by Allerton unto the lord Darcy, was a 
confeflion of his demeanour before his firft appre- 
henfion, the effect: and purport whereof, becaufe it 
appeareth in the beginning of this hiftory, I do here 
omit. 

4. Item, thou, Ralph Allerton, carift not deny, but 
that the other letter, fent alfo to me from my faid lord 
Darcy, beginning thus, [Pleafeth it your lordfliip, 
&c] and ending with thefe words, [whenfoever it be] 
is thine own letter, and fubferibed with thine own 
hand. 

This was alfo another letter written by him untd the 
lord Darcy, the contents whereof were, that where rhe 
faid lord had commanded him to declare where he had 
been ever fince Whitfuntide laft before his firft appre- 
henfion, this was to certify his lordfliip, that he was not 
able fo to do, otherwife than as he had already fhewed 
him by his former letters. And moreover, whereas he 
charged him to have read unto the people abroad in 
the woods, he certified him that he did never read any 
thjng abroad, faving once when he was in the company 
of George Eagles, and others, Richard Roth took a 
writing out of his bofom, and defired the faid Ralph to 
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read it, which requeft he then accomplifhed ; and de- 
manding of him whole doing the fame was, the faid 
Roth told that it was Mr. Cranmer's, late archbifhop 
of Canterbury; and farther he could hot (hew him. 
Neverthelefs, he was ready and willing to fuffer filch 
puniftiment as his lordfhip fhould think meet, defiring 
yet that the fame might be with favour and mercy, 
although he feared neither punifhment nor death : pray- 
ing the Lord, that it might be ih his fear, whenfoever it 
fhould be. 

8. Item, Thou, Ralph Allerton, canft hot deny, but that 
the letters written with blood, beginning with thefe 
words, [Grace, mercy, and peace] and ending thus, 
[Farewel in God,] remaining now regiftered in the 
acts of this court, were written voluntarily with thine 
own hand. 

He wrote this letter in the prifon with blood for lack 
of other ink, and did mean to fend the fame unto Agnes 
Smith, alias Silverfide, at that time imprifoned, and af- 
terwards burned at Golchefter for the teftimony of the 
gofpel of Chrift, as -before mentioned. The copy of 
which letter here enfueth< 

LETTER L 

J7W8 Ralph Allerton unto Agnes Smith, Widow. 

GRACE, mercy, and peace from God the father, 
and. from our Lord Jefus Chrift, with the aflifl- 
ance of God's Holy Spirit, and the abundant health both 
of foul and body, I Wlfli unto you, as to my own foul, as 
God knoweth, who is the fearcher of all fecrets. 

Forafmuch as it pleafeth almighty God of his infinite 
mercy, to call me to the ftate of grace, to fuffer martyr- 
dom for Jefus Ghrift's fake, although heretofore I have 
moft negligently dallied therewith! and therefore far 
unworthy I am of fuch an high benefit, to be crowned 
with the moft joyful crown of martyrdom: neverthe- 
lefs, it hath pleafed God not fd to leave me, but hath 
raifed me according to his promife, which faith, " Al- 
though he fall, yet fhall he not be hurt : for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand, Pfal. xxxvii."' Wherefore 
we perceive God's election to be moft fure, for un- 
doubtedly he will preferveall thofc that are appointed 
to die. And as he hath begun this work in me, even fo 
do I believe that he will finifh the fame, to his great 
gtory, and to my wealth, through Jefus Chrift, fo 

Dearly beloved fifter (I am conftrained fo to call you, 
becaufe of your conftant faith and love unfeigned), con- 
lider, that if we be the true fervants of Chrift, then may 
not we in any wife make agreement with his enemy 
Antichrift. For there is no concord and agreement 
between them, faith the fcriptures, and a man cannot 
ferve two matters, faith Chrift. And alfbit is prefigur- 
ed unto us in the old. law, where the people of God 
were moft ftraitly commanded that they fhould not 
mingle themfelves with the ungodly heathen, and were 
alfo forbidden to eat, drink, or to marry with them. 
For as often as they did either marry unto their fons, 
, or take their daughters unto them, or to their fons, 
even fo often came the great and heavy wrath of God 
upon his own people, to overthrow both them and all 
their cities, with the holy fanctuary of God; and brought 
in ftrange princes to reign over them, and wicked rulers 
to govern them, fo that they were fure of hunger, fword, 
peflilence, and wild beafts to devour them. Which 
plagues never ceafed, until the good people of God 
were clean feparated from the wicked idolatrous peo- 
ple. 

Oh, dearly beloved, this was written for our learning, 
that we, through patience and comfort of the fcriptures, 
might have hope. And is it not in like cafe happened 
now in this realm of England ? For now are the people 
of God had in derifion, and trodden under foot, and the 
cities, towns, and houfes where they dwelt, are inha- 
bited with them that have no right thereunto, and the 
true owners are fpoilcd of their labours : yea, and the 
holy fandtuary of God's moft blefTed word is laid defolate 
and wafte, fo that the very foxes run over it, &c. yet is 



No. 



S3- 



it the food of our foulsi the lantern of our feet; and the 
light unto our paths ; and where it is not preached, the 
people perifh. But the prophet faith, " He that re* 
fraineth himfelf from evil, muft be fpoiled, Ifail lix." 
Why fhould men then be afhamed to be fpoiled; feeing 
that it is told us before, that it muft fo happen unto 
them that refrain from evil ? And thus I bid you far*, 
wcl in God. 

Ralph Allertony 
Item, Thou, Ralph Allerton, canft not deny, but that 
the letter written with blood, beginning with thefe 
words in the over part thereof, [The angel of God, 
&c. J and ended thus, [Be with you, Amen,] and having 
alfo this poftfeript [Do ye fuppdfe that our brethren, 
&c] remaining now regiftered in the acts of this courts 
thine own hand Writing. 

9. For the better underftanding of this article, I have 
fo inferted the copy of the letter mentioned in the 
fame; which letter he wrote (by his own confeffion) 
unto Richard Roth, then in danger of the fubtlc fnares 
of that bloody wolf Bonner. 

LETTER II; 

From Ralph Allerton unto Richard Roth, bit 
Fellow Martyr* 

THE angel of God pitch his tent about us, and de- 
fend us all in our ways, Amen, Amen. 
O dear brother, I pray for you : for I hear fay, that 
you have been divers times before my lord in examina- 
tion. Wherefore take heed for God's fake what the 
wife man teacheth you, and flirink not away when you 
are enticed to confers an untruth, for hope of life, but 
be ready always to give an anfwer of the hope that is 
in you. For whofoever confefleth Chrift bctore men, 
him will Chrift alfo confefs before his Father. But he 
that is afhamed to confefs him before men, fhall have 
his reward with them that do deny him. And there- 
fore, dear brother, go forward : you have a ready way, - 
fo fair as ever had any of the prophets or apoftles, or 
.the reft of our brethren, the holy martyrs of God. 
Therefore covet to go hence with the multitude while 
the way is full. Alfo (dear brother) underfland that I 
have feen your letter, and although I cannot read it 
.perfectly, yet I partly perceive your meaning therein, 
and very gladly I would copy it out, with certain com- 
fortable additions thereunto annexed. The which as 
yet will not be brought topafs for lack of paper, until 
my lord be gone from hence, and then your requeft fhall 
be accomplifhed, God willing without delay. Thus 
fare you well in God. Our dear brother and fellow in 
tribulation, Robert Allin, faluteth you, and the fellowfhip 
of the Holy Ghoft be with you, Amen. 

Ralph Allerton, 
P. S. Do you fuppofe that our brethren and fitters are 
not yet difpatched out of this world? I think that 
either they are dead, or fhall be within thefe two 

And for the other objection yet remaining, and not 
fpecified, if it were not more fomewhat to fhew the 
folly of thefe bloody tyrants (which of fo fmall trifles 
take occafion to quarrel with the faints of God) than 
for any weighty thing therein contained, I would 
neither trouble you with the reading thereof, nor yet 
myfelf with writing. But that you may judge of them 
as their actions do give occafion, I will now proceed in 
the matter. 

Item, Thou, Ralph Allerton, canft not deny, but con- 
fefleft, that the writing of letters in a little piece of paper 
on borh fides of it, with this fentence following on the 
one fide, "Look at the foot of the flocks for a knife," 
and the following fentence on the other fide, " Look 
between the poft and the wall for two books and two 
epiftles, leave them here when you go," remaining now 
in the regifter and acts of this court, is voluntarily written 
by thee, Ralph Allerton, with thine own hand. 

Item, Thou, Ralph Allerton, canft not deny, but 
7 N that 
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*ha£ thou ait privy to a certain writing, remaining now 
an the regifter and &&s of this court, the beginning 
whereof is. with thefe wordsj " I would have men 
wife," &c. and ending thus, " From houfe to houfe." 

Item, Thou, Ralph AUerton, canft not deny, but that 
thou art privy, and by confent and maintenance, to a 
certain great wood-knife, a long fword, a hook, a ftone, 
and a trencher written upon with Ghalk, having this 
fentence, " All is gone and loft, becaufe of your folly :" 
alfo of two boards written upon with chalk, the one 
having this fentence, " Under the ftone look :" and the 
other having this fentence, " Whereas you bid me take 
heed, I thank you, I truft in God that I mall be at peace 
with him fliortly :" remaining now regiftered in the 
afts of this court. 

For anfwer unto all thefe articles, he granted chat the 
firft nine were true, as the regifter recordeth. How- 
beit, I find noted in the backiide of the information, 
fpecified in the fecond article (although crofted out 
again), that he denied fuch things as were there on in- 
formation againft him. Therefore it is not likely that 
he did limply grant the contents of the fecond article, 
but that he only affirmed, that fuch an information 
was given againft him, and not that the fame was 

•.' Thus much I thought to acquaint the reader of, left 
in miftaking hisanfwers, it might feem that he granted 
himfelf to be a feditious and a rebellious peilon j of 
.which fact he was- both clear and innocent. And being 
farther demanded upon the contents of the eighth arti- 
cle, where he had the blood he wrote that letter withal ? 
He faid, that Richard Roth, fometime fellow-prifoner 
with him, did make his nofe bleed, and thereby he got 
the blood wherewith he did then write. The biftiop 
again aflced him, to whom he would have fent the 
fame. He anfwered, Unto one Agnes Smith, alias 
Silverfide, of Colchefter. Why (fays the biftiop) Agnes 
Smith was an heretic, and burnt for herefy. Nay, laid 
AUerton, ftic is in better cafe than I myfelf, or any of 
us all. And being again demanded, upon the ninth 
objection, to whom he would have fent the letter men- 
tioned in the fame : he anfwered, that he intended to 
have fent it unto Richard Roth, at that time feparared 
from him. Whereupon the biftiop farther inquired, 
What he meant by thele words, " Brethren and lifters," 
fpecified in the faid letter ? He anfwered, that he meant 
thereby, fuch as were lately condemned at Colchefter, 
and were like (at the writing thereof) fliortly to be 
burned. As for the contents of the tenth and eleventh 
articles, he utterly denied them. But to the twelfth, 
he confefled, that he wrote upon the faid trencher and 
other boards, the words mentioned in the faid articl;, 
and that he did leave the fame in the prifon-hotife, to 
the intent that Richard Roth (hould read them. Bon- 
, her alfo bringing out the wooden fword, mentioned in 
the faid articles, alked him who made it, and for what 
purpofe. Whereunto he anfwered, that he was the maker 
thereof, howbeit for no evil purpofe. But being idle in 
the prifon, and finding there an old board, he thought 
the time better fpent in making thereof, than to fit and 
■do nothing at all. 

Th« forenoon being now fpent, the reft of this tragedy 
was deferred till the afternoon. Wherein was mint- 
ed unco him yet certain other objeSions, then 
whereof was, 

Firft, that he had mifliked the mafs, calling upon 
faints, and carrying the crofs in proceffion, with other 
ceremonies, calling them idolatry, and alfo had duTuaded 
them therefrom. 

2. Item, That he was much defirous to have the 
people believe as he did ; and therefore being in prifon 
with his fellows, did ling pfalms and other fongs againft 
the facrament of the altar, and other ordinances of the 
church, fo loud that the people abroad might hear them 
and delight in them. 

3. Item, That he had divers times conferred againft 
his keeper, and had provided things to kill him, and 
fo to break the prifon and cfcape away. 

4. That he had railed againft the bifhop, being his 
ordinary, calling him a bloody btitcher, tyrant, ancT ra- 



Vening wolf, and alfo againft his officers, efpecially 
Cluny, his fumner, calling him butcher's cur, with other 
fuch names. 

5. Item, That he had murmured, grudged, djfdained 
>d mifliked, that the bifliop had proceeded againft 

Ibme of his diocefe, and had condemned them as he- 
retics, or that he lhould proceed npw againft him and 
others yet remaining in errors, notwithftanding that he 
and his- chaplains had charitably admoniflied and. exhor- 
ted them from the fame. 

6. Item, That he ought faithfully to believe, that 
there is one catholic church, without which there is no 
falvation ; of which church Jefus Chrirt is the very 
pr;eft and lacrince, whofe body and blood is really and 
truly contained in. the facrament of the altar, under the 
forms of bread and wine ; the bread and wine being by 
the divine power tranfubftantiated into his body and 
blood. 

7. Item, That he had kept himfelf, and alfo diftribu- 
ted to others, certain heretical and corrupt books, con- 

mned and reproved by the laws of this realm. 

8. Item, That he had, contrary to the orders and fta- 
ces of this realm, kept company with that feditious 

heretic and traitor, George Eagles, commonly called 
Trudge-over, and had heard him read in woods and other 
.laces, .yet not accufing, but allowing and prailing 

Unto which articles, becaufe they were for the moft 
part foolifti and full of lies, he would in. a manner 
makq no anfwer, faving he granted, that he mifliked 
their mafs and other ceremonies, becaufe they were 
wicked, and naught. And moreover, he told the 
bifliop, that he and his accomplices did nothing but 
feck how to kill innocents. , 
The bifliop then afked him, whether he would be- 
:ve in all points touching the facrament of the altar, 
_ is contained in the general council holden and kept 
under Innocent the Third, and therewithal he did read 
the decree of the faid. council concerning the facra- 
ment. 

Whereupon AUerton again made anfwer and faid, 
I believe nothing contained in the fame council, neither 
havel any thing to do therewith; and it were alio \ery 
neceflary, that no man elfe lhould have to do there- 
Then (quoth Bonner) thou art of the .opinion that 
the heretics lately burnt at Colchefter were of. 

Yea, faid he, 1 am of their opinion, and I believe that 
they are faints in heaven. 

This done, the bifliop perceiving that he would not 
recant, demanded what he had to fay, why he fliould 
not pronounce the fentence of condemnation - againft 
him. To whom he anfwered, You ought not to con- 
demn me as an heretic, for I am a good chriftian. But 
now go to, do as you have already determined : for I fee 
right well, that right and truth is fupprefled and cannot 
appear upon the earth. 

Thefe words ended, the bifliop pronounced the fen- 
tence of condemnation, and fo delivered him to the 
temporal officers : who kept him in their cuftody till the 
17th of September, at which time, both he and the 
other three before mentioned, were all burned, as you 
have already heard. Of which ot her three, becauie as 
yet little is faid, I will therefore now proceed to declare 
iuch caufe of their cruel deaths, as in the regifter is 
recorded. 

An Account o/"James Austoo, and Margery his Wife.- 

I Cannot find why thefe two perfons were, firft appre- 
hended ; howbeit, as the days' then ferved, it was no 
hard or Itrange matter to fall into the hands of fuch, as 
with cruelty perfecu'ted the true profeflbrs of God's 
gofpel, el^eciatly having fo many promoters, and unkind 
neighbours to help them forwards. By which kind of 
people, it is not unlike thefe two godly yoke-fellows 
were accufed and taken : and being once delivered 
into the mercilefs hands of Bonner, their examinations 
(ye may befure) were not long deferred. For the 16th 
of July, 1557, they -were brought before him at London ; 

• where 
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where firfl he demanded of the faid James Aufloo 
(aroongft other questions) where he had been confeffed 
jn Lent, and whether he received the facrament of the 
altar at Eafter, or not ? 

To whom he anfwered, that indeed he had been con- 
feffed of the curate of Allhallows Barking, nigh to the 
Tower of London, but that he had not received the fa- 
crament of the altar ; for he defied it from the bottom 
of his heart. 

Why (quoth the bifliop) doft thou not believe, that in 
the facrament of the altar, there is the true body and 
blood of Chrift ? 

No, faid Auftoo, not in the facrament of the altar, but 
in the fupper of the Lord, to the faithful receiver is the 
very body and blood of Chrift by faith. 

Bonner, not well pleafed with this talk, afked them 
the wife,, how (he liked the religion then ufed in the 
church of England ? 

She anfwered, that (lie believed, that the fame was not 
according to God's word, but faife and corrupted, and 
that they which did go thereunto, did it more for fear of 
the law, than otherwife. 

Then he again alkcd her, if fhe would go to the 
church and hear mats, and pray for the profperous 
ertate of the king, being then abroad on his affairs. 
. Whereunto fhe faid, that (he defied the mafs with all 
her heart,, and that the would not come into any church 
wherein were idols. 

After this the bilhop objected unto them certain arti- 
cles, to the number of eighteen. The tenor whereof 
(be:.'aufe they touch only fuch common and trifling mat- 
ters as are already mentioned in divers places before) I 
do here for brevity's fake omit and pafsover ; giving you 
yet thus much to underhand, that in the matters of faith 
they were as found, and anfwered as truly as ever any 
did. efpecially the woman, to whom the Lord had given 
the greater knowledge, and more fervency of fpirit. 
Notwuhftanding, according to the meafureof grace that 
God gave them, they both Mood molt firmly unto the 
truth. And . therefore to conclude, the iqth day of 
September they were (with Ralph AUerton) brought 
agun before the bifliop wirhin his chapel at Fulham, 
where he fpeaking unto them, faid firft on this wife ; 
Aultoo, doft thou know where thou art now, and in 



Yea, quoth Auftoo, I know where I am ; for I am 
in an idol's temple. 

After which words, their articles being again read, 
and their conftancy in faith perceived, Bonner pro- 
nounced againft either of them feverally the fentence of. 
condemnation, and delivering chem unto the fheriff there 
prefent, did rid his hands (as he thought) of them ; but 
the Lord in the end will judge that : to whom I refer bis 
caufe. 

4n Account ^Richard Roth. 

IN the godly fellowfoip of the forenamed three mar- 
tyrs, was alfo this Richard Roth, as is already fpeci- 
fied ; who being apprehended and brought up unto the 
bifhbp of London, was by him examined the fourth day 
July, at which time the bifhop earnefUy perfuaded him 
to believe that there were feven facraments in Chrifl's 
church, and that in the facraments of the altar (after 
the words of confecration duly fpoken) there remained 
the very fubftance of Chrift's body and blood, and none 
Other. Whereunto (at that prefeat) he made only this 
anfwer ; that if the fcripture did fo teach, him, and that 
he might be by the fame fo perfuaded, he would fo he- 
lie ve, otherwife not. But at another examination 
(which was the 9th of September) he declared plainly, 
that in the faid Jkcxament .of the altar, as it was then 
ufed, there was not the very body and blood of Chrift, 
but that it was a dead godi and that the mafs was detef- 
table, arid , contrary to God's holy word and will, 
from which faith and opinion be would not go or de- 
cline. 

The next day, being the tenth of the faid month, the 
biffiop, at his houfc ■cFqlham (by way of an article). 



laid and Objected aga j n ft bim t That he' w M agomfortct' 
and fupporter of heretics: and therefore had written a 
letter to that effeft unto feveral that- we're, burned at 
Colchefter; the copy whereof followetli. w «w 

ALETTES 
. From RichaRP Roth tt bis Friends Colchefter. 

f^V Dear brethren and filters, how much reafon hav« 
W you to rejoice in God, that he hath given you 
fuch faith to overcome this blood-thirfty tyrant thus far?' 
Al ?, d " 0 ,?? ubt he th - at ha * h b egun that good work in you 
will fulfil it unto the end. O dear hearts in Chrifb 
what a crown of glory (hall ye receive with Chrift in thfi 
kingdom of God? O that it had been the good will of 
Ood that I had been ready to have gone with you. For 
I he in my lord's Little-eafe in the day, and in the night 
I he in the Coal-houfe, from Ralph AUerton, or any 
other : and we look every day when we fhall be con- 
demned. For he faid, that I mould be burned within 
ten days before Eafter ; but I lie (till at the pool's brink 
and every man goeth in before me; but we abide pa- 
tiently the Lords leifure, with many bonds, in fetters 
and flocks ; by which we have received great joy of 
God. And now fare you well, dear brethren and filters. 
w free t0 fte y ° U in the heave "s face 

Oh, brother Munt, with your wife and my fifter Rote, 
how bleflcdareyou in the Lord, that God bath found 
you worthy to fuffcr for h,s fake ! with ajl thereft of 
my dear brethren and fillers known and unknown O 
be joyful even unto death. Fear it not, faith Chrift 
for I have overcome death. Oh dear hearts fceine 
that Jefus Chrift will be our help, oh tarry you th| 
Lord Is leifure. Be ftrong, let your hearts be of eood 
comfort, and wait you ftill for the Lord. He isai 
hand Yea, the angel of the Lord pitcheth his tent 
round about them that fear him, and delivereth them 
which way he feeth heft. For our lives are in the Lord'* 
hands ; and they can do nothing unto us before God 
fuffrrthern. Therefore give all thanks to God. 

O dear hearts, you fhall be clothed in long white rar 
ments upon the mount of Sion, with the multitude of 
fauns, and; with Jefus Chrift our Saviour, whirl, wHI 
njver; forlake us. O blefied virgins, ye have played 
the wife virgins' part, in that you have taken oil m vour 
kimps, that ye may go in with the bridegroom, when 
he cometh mto the cverlafting joy with him. B ut as 
fortbefoohfh, they fhall be fhut out, becaufe they made 
not themfe ves ready to fuffer with Chrift, neither eo 
about to take up hi* crofs. Oh dear hearts, how pre- 
cious fhall your death be in the fight of the Lord ! For 
dear is the death of bis faint*. O fare you wejl, and 
P n 4y A The f race of ° ur Lea d Jefu* Chrift be with you 
all. Amen, Amen. Pray, pray, pra y. * 
Written by me, with .my own blood, 

This letter he confeffed indeed (uponthe^id fxari' 
nation) that he had written with his blood, and that he 
meant to have feat the fame gnto fuch as were con- 
demned at Colchefter for the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, 
aadjere afterwards burned there, as you have already 

The bifhop then farther afked him, what he thought 
his fellow-pnfoner, Ralph AUerton, to be. 

He anfwered, that he thought him to be one of the 
elecj children of God ;. and t&t if at any time^reafter 
he happened to be put tp death for his faith and reli- 
. gioi», he thought he fhould die a true martyr. ' And 
moreover, finding himfelf grieved with the bifhop's 
jprtvy and fecret condemning pf Gqd's people, he faid 
mo him in this fojt : My lord, becaufTthe peo£e 
fhould not fee and behold your doings, you c»K 
and others to be brought to our examinations by nigh t 
being afraid to do «by day . ' 8 * 

The bifhop not much minding hjs ' talk, proceeded to 
f? amJn * l?im / >f matters, anioogft which this 

high and we^ghiy tbmg W sone, How hedidjikethe 
order and rites of the church then ufed herein England 
2 To 
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To whom he faid, That he ever had, and yet then did 
abhor the fathe with all his heart. 

Then divers of the bifhop's accomplices iritreated 
and perfuaded him to- recant, arid crave mercy of the 
bifhop. 

No (quoth Ralph), I will not afk mercy of him that 
"cannot give it. Whereupon he was (as the reft before- 
mentioned) condemned and delivered unto" the fherifF, 
and the 1 7th day of September they all moft joyfully 
ended their lives in one fire at Iflington, for the tefti- 
mony of Chrift. 



the Martyrdom of Agnes BoSG-eoR, and Margaret 
Thurston, two pious Women, burnt at Colchefter, 
for the/mart Profejion of Chrift's Gofpef. 

A Little before (gentle reader) mention was made of 
ten that fuffered martyrdom at Colchefter; at 
which time there were alfo .two other women, one 
called Margaret Thurfton, and the other Agnes Bori- 
geor, that mould have fuffered with therw, and were 
likewife condemned at the fame time and place, for- the 
like caufe with the other terr before-mentioned', and 
anfwered alfo in their examinations to the fame effect as 
the other did. But the one, namely Margaret Thurfton^ 
the morning flie mould fuffer with thofe that went from 
the caftle, was for that time deferred. What the caufe 
was, theteftimony of Joan Cook fhall declare unto us. 
Which Joan Cook, now the wife of John Spark, being 
then in the caftle of Colchefter for religion, did de- 
mand of this Margaret Thurfton, whofe hufband died in 
prifon, being imprifoned for religion, wherefore the 
faid Margaret, being a condemned woman, ftiould be 
referved when the others fuffered in the caftle Baity ? 
She anfwered, That it was not for any fear of death ; 
but being prepared, as the reft were that fuffered the 
lame day, flie was taken with a great fhivering and 
trembling of the flefh : whereupon, forfaking the com- 
pany, fhe went afide to pray; and whilft Ihe was a pray- 
ing, flie thought (he was lifted up by a mighty wind that 
came round about her. Even at that inftant came in 
the gaoler and company with him, and whilft Ihe turned 
herfelf to fetch her pfalter, they took the other prifoners 
and left her alone. Shortly after fhe was moved out of 
the caftle, and put into the town-prifon, where fhe con- 
tinued until Friday feven-night after her company were 
burnt. That day, not two hours before her death, fhe 
was brought to the caftle again, where flie declared thus 
much to the aforefaid Joan Cook. 

The other, named Agnes Bongeor, who fhould have 
fuffered in like manner with the fix that went out of 
Mote-hall, was alfo kept back at that time, buf not in 
like fort, becaufe her name was wrong written within 

The fame morning, the fecond of Auguft, that the 
faid fix in Mote-hall were called outto go to their martyr- 
dom, Agnes Bongeor was alfo called with them, by the 
name of Agnes Bower. Wherefore the bailiffs, under- 
ftanding her to be wrong named within the writ, com- 
manded the faid Agnes Bongeor to prifon again, as you 
have heard in the letter before-mentioned, and fo that 
day Cent her from Mote-hall to the caftle, where flie re- 
mained till her death. 

But when Ihe faw herfelf fcparated from her fellow- 
prifoners in fuch a manner, oh ! what piteous com- 
plaints that good woman made ; how bitterly fhe wept, 
what ftrange thoughts came into her mind, how naked 
and defolate fhe efteemed herfelf, and to what a plunge 
of defpairand care her poor foul was brought, it was 
both fad and moving to behold ; and all becaufe fhe- 
went not with them to give up her life for the caufe of 
Chrift ; for of all things in the world, life was the leaft 
thing that (he expected. For the morning, on which 
fhe was kept back from burning, fhe had put on a fmock 
"that fhe had prepared only for that purpofc. And alfo 
having a child, a little young infant fuckling on her, 
whom fhe kept with her tenderly all the time fhe was in 



prifon, that day likewife did fhe fend away to another 
nurfe, and prepared herfelf prefently to give herfelf f or 
the teftimony of the glorious gofpel of Jefus Chrift. 
So little did fhe look for life, and fo" greatly did God's 
gifts Work in her above nature, that death feemed much 
better welcome than life. But this took not effect at 
that time as fhe thought it would, and therefore (as I 
faid) fhe was greatly troubled. 

Being in this great perplexity of mind, a friend of 
her's came to her, and required to know whether Abra- 
ham's obedience was accepted before Godi for that he 
did facrifice his fon Ifaac, or in that he would have 
offered hint? Unto- which fhe anfwered thus : 

lknow, faid fhe, that Abraham's will before God was 
allowed for the deed, in that he would have done it 
if the angel of the Lord . had not ftayed him : but I 
(faid fhe) am unhappy, the Lord thiriketh me not wor- 
thy of this dignity, and therefore Abraham's cafe and 
: mine is not alike. 

Why then, faid her friend, would you not willingly 
have gone with your company, if God fhould fb have 
fuffered it ? 

Yes, faid flie, that I would with all my heart, 
and becaufe I did not, it is now my chief and greateft 
grief. 

Then, faid her friend, my dear fifter, I pray thee 
eonfider Abraham and thyfelf well, and thou fhalt fee 
thou doft nothing differ with him in will at all. 

Alas, faid fhe, there is a far greater matter in Abra- 
ham than in me; for Abraham was tried with the offer-' 
ing of his own child, but fb am not I ; and therefore 
our cafes are not alike. 

Good fifter,- faid her friend, weigh the matter bull 
indifferently. Abraham,- 1 grant, would have offered his 
fon : And have not you done the like in your little fucking 
babe ? But eonfider further than this, my good fifter 
(faid he), where Abraham was commanded but to olicr 
his fon, you are heavy and grieved becaufe you offer not 
yourfelf, which goeth fbmewhat more near you than 
Abraham's obedience did ; auid therefore before God, 
affuredly, is no lefs accepted and- allowed in his holy 
prefence ; which further the preparing of your lhroud 
alfo doth argue full well, &c. Alter which talk between 
them, flie began a little to flay herfelf,- and gave her 
whole exercife to reading and prayer, wherein fhe found 
a great deal of comfort. 

During the time that thefe aforefaid two good women 
were prifoners, one in the caftle, and the other in Mote- 
hall, God by a fecret means called the faid Margaret 
"Thurfton unto his truth again j who having her eyes 
opened by the working of his Spirit, did greatly forrow 
and lament her baekfliding before, and prornifed faith- 
fully to the Lord in hope of his mercies, never more 
while fhe lived to do the like again, but that fhe would 
conftantly ftand to the confeflion of the fame, againft 
all the adverfaries of the crofs of Chrift. After which 
promife made, came in a fhort time a writ from Lon- 
don for the burning of them, which was accordingly 
executed the 17th day of September, in the year afore- 
faid. 

Now when thefe aforefaid women were brought to the 
place at Colchefter, where they fhould fuffer, they fell 
down upon their knees, and made their humble prayers 
to God, which being done, they rofe and went to the 
ftake joyfully, and were immediately chained thereto, 
and after the fire had incompafled them about, they 
with great joy and glorious triumph gave up their fouls, 
fpirits, and lives, into the hands of the Lord, under 
whofe government and protection, for Chrift's fake, we 
" befeech him to grant us his holy defence and help for 
evermore, Amen. 



An Account of John Kurde, Martyr. 

IN the ftory before, fomething was mentioned of a 
certain fhoe maker fuffering at Northampton, being 
un-named; yet, becaufe we underftand by a letter fent 
from 
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from the faid parties, that hefuffered in this year, 1557, 
and in the month of September, we therefore thought to 
place him there. His name was John Kurde, a fhoq- 
maker, late of the parifh of Syrfam, in Northampton- 
shire, who was imprifoned in Northampton caftle for 
denying the popilh tranfubftantiation, for which caufc 
William fiinfley, bachelor of law, and chancellor unto 
the biihop of Peterborough, and now archdeacon of 
Northampton, did pronounce fentence of death againft 
the faid Kurde, "in the church of All-Saints, in North- 
ampton, in Auguft 1557, and in September following, 
at the commandment of Sir Thomas Trefham, fheriff 
then of the {hire,-' he was led by his officers without the 
North-gate of Northampton, and in the ftone pits was 
burned. A popifh priett (landing by, whofe name was 
John Rote, vicar of St. Giles's, in Northampton, did 
declare unto him, that if he would recant, he was au- 
thorifed to give him his -pardon. His anfwer was, that 
he had his pardon by Jefus Chrift, &c. 



An Account of the apprehending of JOHN NOYES, of 
Laxefkld, in the County of .Suffolk, Shoemaker, 
April 19, i 557- 

IN the month of September this prefent year, or (as 
fome report) in the year paft, fuffered the bleffed 
martyr, John Noyes, whofe ftory here followeth. 

Firft, Mr. Thomas Lovel, being then chief confta- 
ble of Hoxton Hundred, in the county aforefaid, and 
one John Jacob, and William Stannard, then being 
uncler-conltables of the aforefaid town of Laxefield, 
and Wolfrcn Dowfing, and Nicholas Stannard, of the 
fame town, being then accounted faithful and catholic 
chriftians, though undoubtedly they proved moft cruel 
hinderers of the true profeflbrs of Chrift and his gofpel, 
with others, were commanded to be that prefent day 
before the juftices, whofe names were Mr. Thurfton, 
fir John Tyrrel, and Mr. Kene, and fir Jo. Silliard 
being high fheriff. 

Thefe fitting at Hoxton, in the county of Suffolk, 
aforefaid, and there the faid townfmen aforefaid, having 
commandment of the faid juftices to inquire in their 
town if there were any that would neglect to come to 
their fervice and mafs, further to examine the caufo 
why they would not come, and thereupon to. bring the 
true certificate to the faid juftices within fourteen days 
then nextenfuing; they then coming homeward, being 
full of hatred againft the truth, and defirous to get pro- 
motion, without any fuch commandment of the juftices 
(as far as we can learn), took counfel one with another 
how to attach the faid John Noyes without any more 
delay. 

This devilifh enterprife agreed upon, chiefly through 
the counfel of Mr. Thomas Lovel, Wolfrcn Dowfing, 
and Nicholas Stannard, aforefaid, with expedition his 
houfe was befet on .both fides. This done, they found 
the faid John Noyes, in the backfidc of the faid houfe, 
going out, and Nicholas Stannard called to the faid 
John, and faid, Whither goeft thou ? and he faid, 
To fee fome of my neighbours. Arid the faid Nicho- 
las Stannard faid, Your matter hath deceived you; 
you muft ga with us now. But the faid John Noyes 
anfwered, No, but take you heed your matter deceive 
not you. And fo they took him and carried him to the 
juftices the next day. After his appearance and fundry 
caufes alledged, the juftices and the fheriff together cart 
him into Eye-dungeon, and there he lay a certain time; 
and then was carried from thence to Norwich, and fo 
came before the bifhop, where were miniftered unto him 
thefe pofitions following : 

Firlt, Whether he believed that the ceremonies ufed 
in the church were good and godly, to ftir up men's 
minds to devotion. 

2. Item, Whether he believed the pope to be fu- 
preme head of the church here on earth. 

3. Item, Whether he believed the body of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift to be in the facrament of the altar under 
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the forms of bread and wine, after the words of confe- 
cration. 

Whereunto he anfwered, That he thought the natu- 
ral body of Chrift to be- only in heaven, and not in the 
facrament, Sic. 

For which, fentence at laft .was read by the bifhop 
againft him, in the prefence of thefe there fitting the 
fame time, Dr. Dunning, chancellor, fir W. Wood- 
houfe, fir Thomas Woodhoufe, Mr. George. Heyden, 
Mr. Spencer, W. Farrar, alderman of Norwich, Mr. 
Thurfton, Mr. Winefden, with divers others. 

No more of his examination than this came to our 
hands. 

In the mean time his brother-in-law, Nicholas Fifk, 
of Dinnington, going to comfort him at fuch time as he 
remained in the Guildhall of Norwich, after cHriftian 
exhortation, afked him if he did fear death when the- 
bifhop gave judgment againft him, confidering the ter- 
ror of the fame; and the faid Noyes anfwered, he 
thanked God he feared death no more at that time, than 
he or any other did, being at liberty. Then the faid 
Nicholas required of him to fhew the caufe of his con- 
demnation. Upon which requcft the faid John Noy*s 
wrote with his own hands as follows. 

I faid, That I could not believe, that in the facra- 
ment of the altar there is the natural body of Chrift, 
that fame body that was born of the virgin Mary. But 
I faid, that the facrament of the body and blood of 
Chrift. is received by chriftian people in the remem T 
brance of Chrift's death, as a fpiritual food, if it be 
miniftered according to Chrift's inftitution. 

But they faid, That I could not tell what fpiritual 

The bifhop faid, That the facrament was God, and 
muft be worfhipped as God. So faid the chancellor 
alfo. 

k Then anfwered I, and faid, My lord, I cannot fo 

Then faid the bifhop, Why • Then fay thou doft 
believe. Notwithstanding, thefe collufions could not 
prevail. 

Now being condemned, he was fent again from Nor- 
wich to Eye-prifon, and about the 21ft day of Sep- 
tember, about midnight, he was brought from Eye to 
Laxefield, to be burned; and, on the next morning was 
brought to the ftake, where were waiting for his coming, 
the aforefaid juftice, Mr. Thurfton, one Mr. Waller, 
being then under-fheriff, and Mr. Thomas Lovcll, high 
conitablc, as is before expreffedj who commanded men 
to make ready all things meet for this finful purpofe. 
Now the fires in moft houfes of the ftreet were put out, 
faving that a fmoak was efpicd by the faid Thomas Lo- 
vell, proceeding out from the top of a chimney, to 
which houfe the fheriff and Grannow his man went, and 
brake open the door, and thereby got fire, and brought 
the fame to the place of execution. When John Noyes 
came to the place where he fhould be burned, he kneeled 
down and faid the 50th Pfalm, with other prayers, and 
then they making hafte bound him to the ftake, and 
being bound, the faid John Noyes faid, " Fear not 
them that can kill the body, but fear him that can kill 
both body and foul, and caft it into everlafting fire." ' 

When he faw his fitter weeping and making moan for 
him, he told her that fhe fhould not weep for .him, but 
weep for her fins. 

Then one Nicholas Cadman brought a faggot and 
fet againft him ; and the faid John Noyes took up the 
faggot and kitted it, and faid, Bleffed be the time that 
ever I was born to come to this. 

Then he delivered his pfalter to the under-fheriff, 
defiring him to be good to his wife and children, and to 
deliver to her that fame book; and the fheriff promifed 
him that he would, notwithstanding he never per- 
formed his promife. Then the faid John Noyes faid 
to the people, They fay they can make God of a piece 
of bread, believe them not. 

Then faid he, Good people, bear witnefs that I do 
believe to be faved by the merits arid pafiion of Jefus 
Chrift, and not by mine awn deeds ; and fo the fire was 
kindled, and burning about him, he then faid, Lord, 
7 O have 
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have, mercy upon me. Chrift have mercy upon me: . 
Son of David have mercy upon me. 

And fo he yielded up' his life, and when his body . 
was burned, they made a pit to bury the coals and 
allies, and amongft the fame they found one of his feet 
that was unburned, whole up to the ancle with the 
hofe on, and that they buried with the reft. 

Now while he was burning, there flood by one John 
Jarvis, a fervant in the fame town, a plain fellow, who 
laid, Good Lord, how the finews of his armsfhrink up. 
And there flood behind him Grannow and Behet, the 
fheriff's "men, and they told their mailer, that John 
Jarvis faid, What villainous wretches are thefe? And 
their mafter ordered them to apprehend him, and they 
took him and pinioned him, and carried him before 
the juftice that fame day, and the juftice did examine 
him of the words aforefaid, but he denied them, and 
anfwered that he faid nothing but this, Good Lord, 
how the finews of his arms fhrink up. But for all this , 
the juftice did bind his father and his mailer in 5I. a 
piece, that he fhould be forthcoming at all times. And 
on theWednefday following, he was brought again be- 
fore the juftices.'Mr. Thurllon and Mr. Kene, fitting 
at Frefingfield, Hoxton Hundred, and there they did 
appoint and command, that the faid John Jarvis fhould 
be fet in the flocks the next market-day, and whipt 
about the market naked. But his mafter, one William 
Jarvis, did after crave friendfhip of the conftables,' 
and they did not fet him in the flocks till Sunday 
morning, and in the afternoon they did whip him about 
the market with a dog-whip, having three cords, and 
fo they let him go. 

A LETTER 

Prom JOHN NOYES to his Wife, to comfort her at 
fuch Time as he lay in Prifon. 

I'FE, you defired me that I would fend you fome 
tokens that you might remember me. As I did 
read in the New Teftament, I thought it good to write 
unto you certain places of the fcripture for a remem- 
brance. St. Peter faith, 1 Pet. iv. " Dearly beloved, 
be not troubled with this heat that is now come among 
you to try you, as though fome ftrange thing had hap- 
pened unto you, but rejoice, irifomuch as ye arc par- 
takers of Chrift's fuffcrings, that when his glory appear- 
eth ye may be merry and glad. If ye be railed on for 
the name of Chrift, happy are ye, for the Spirit of 
glory, and the Spirit of God refteth upon you. 

" It is better, if the will of God be fo, that ye fufFcr 
for well doing than for evil doing. 

" See that none of yoVTuffe.r as a murderer, or as a 
thief, or an evil doer, or as a bufy body in other men's 
matters ; but if any man fuffer as a chriflian man, let 
him not be afhamed, b.ut let him glorify God in this be- 
half: for the time is come that judgment mull begin at 
the houfe of God. If it fird begin with us, what mall 
the end of them be, that believe not the gofpel of God? 
Wherefore let them that fuffer according to the will 
of. God, commit their fouls unto him in well doing." 

St. Paul faith, 2 Tim. iii. « All that will live godly 
in Chrift Jefus, mult fuffer perfection." 

St. John faith, 1 John ii. " See that ye love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. For all that is in the world, as the lull of the 
flefh, the lull of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father* but is of the world, which vanifheth 
away and the luft thereof, but he that fulfilleth the 
will of God abideth for ever. 

St, Paul faith, Col. iii. " If ye be rifen again with 
Chrift, feek tliofe things which arc above, where Chrift 
fitteth on the right hand of God. ' Set your affeQion 
on things that are above, and not on things which are 

° n pur Saviour Chrift faith, Matt, xviii. " Whofoever 
fhall offend one of thefe little ones that believe in me, 
it were better for him that' a mill-ftone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were caft into the fea." 



The prophet David faith, Pfal. xxxiv. " Great are 
the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord deli ver'eth 
them out of all. 

" Fear the Lord, ye faints : for they that fear him 
lack nothing. 

" When, the righteous cry, the Lord hearetlr them 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles : but mif- 
fortune fliall flay the ungodly, and they that hate the 
righteous fhall perifh. 

" Hear, O my people. I affure thee, O Ifracl, if 
thou wilt hearken unto me, there fliall no ftrange god 
be in thee, neither fhalt thou worfhip any other God. 
Oh that my people would obey me: for if Ifracl would 
walk in my ways, I fhould foon put down their enemies 
and turn mine hand againft thine adverfaries." 

Our Saviour Chrift faith, " The difciple is not above 
the mafter, nor yet the fervant above his lord. It is 
enough for the difciple to, be as his mailer .is, and that 
the fervant be as his lord is. If they have called the 
mafter of the houfe Beelzebub, how much more fliall 
they call them of his houfliold fo ? fear not them 
therefore." 

St: Paul faith, 2 Cor. iv. " Set yourfel'ves there at 
large, and bear not a flrangcr's yoke with the unbe- 
lievers : for what fellowfliip hath righteoufnefs with 
unrighteoufnefs ?. what company hath light with dark- 
nefs? or what part hath the believer with the infidel? 
&c. wherefore come out from among them, and fcpa- 
rate yourfelves now (faith the Lord), and touch no 
unclean thing ; fo will I receive you, and I will be a 
Father unto you, and ye fhall be my fons and daugh- 
ters, faith the Lord Almighty. 

" For neither eye hath feen, nor the ear hath heard, 
neither can it enter into the heart of ma.n what good 
things the Lord hath prepared for them that love him." 
1 Cor. ii. 

'« Ye are bought neither with filver nor gold, but 
with the precious blood of Chrift," 1 Pet. i. 

" There is none other name given to men wherein 
we muft be faved," A6ts iv. 

So fare ye well, wife and children ; and leave 
worldly care, and fee you, be diligent to 
pray. 

" Take no thought, (faith Chrift, Matt, vi.) faying, 
What fliall we eat, or what fhall we drink, or where- 
with fliall we be clothed ? (for after all thefe things leek 
the Gentiles) for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all thefe things, but feek ye firfl the 
kingdom of heaven, and the righteoufnefs thereof, and 
all thefe things fhall be miniftcrcd unto you." 



The Martyrdom of CICELY ORMES, at Norwich. 

ABOUT the 23d day of the faid month of Septem- 
ber, next after the others above-mentioned, firf- 
fer?d at Norwich, Cicely Ormes, wife of Edmund 
Ormes, worried-weaver, dwelling in St. Laurence pa- 
rifh in Norwich : fhe being of the age of twenty-two, 
or more, was taken at the death of Simon Miller and 
Elizabeth Cooper above-meiftioned, in a place called 
Lollard's Pit, without Bifhopfgatc, at the faid Norwich, 
for that (he faid that fhe would pledge them of the fame 
cup that they drank of. For fo faying, one Mr. Corbet, 
of Sprowfon, by Norwich, took her and rent her to the 
chancellor. When file came before him, he afked her 
what flie faid unto the facramentof Chrift's body? And 
fhe faid, flie did believe that it was the facrament of 
the body of Chrift. Yea, faid the chancellor, but 
what is that that the prieft holdeth over his head ? fhe 
anfwered him and faid, It is bread : and if you make 
it any better, it is worfe. At which words the chan- 
cellor fent her to the bifliop's prifon, to the keeper 
called Fellow, with many thrcatenings and hot words, 
as a man being in great rage. ' 

The 23d of July fhe' was called before the chancel- 
lor again, who fat in judgment with Mr. Bridges and 
others. The chancellor offered her, if flie would go 
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to the chiifch arid keep her'tongue, flie fliould be'at li- 
berty, and believe as flie -would. But fhe told hirn fhe 
would not confent to his wicked defire therein, do with 
her what he would; for if fhe fliould, flie faid, God 
would furely plague her. Then the chancellor told her, 
he had fhewed more. favour to her, than ever he did to 
any, and that he was loth to condemn her, confidering 
that flie was an ignorant, unlearned, and foolifh woman. 
But Ihe, not weighing his words, told him, if he did, 
he fliould not be fo defirous of her finful flefli, as file 
would (by God's grace) be content to give it in fo good 
a quarrel. Then he rofe and read the bloody fentence 
of condemnation againft her, and fo delivered her to 
the fecular care of the fheriffs of the city, Mr. Thomas 
Sutherton, and Mr. Leonard Sutherton,' brethren, who 
immediately carried her to the Guildhall in Norwich, 
where fhe remained until her death. 

This Cicely Ormes was a very fimple woman, but yet ■ 
zealous in the Lord's caufe, being born in Eaft Deram, 
and was the daughter of one Thomas Haund, taylor. 
She was taken the 5th day of July, and did for a twelve- 
month before flie was taken recant, but never after was 
flie quiet in confeience, until fhe was utterly driven 
from all their popery. Between the time that flie re- 
canted, and that (he was taken, file had got a letter writ- 
ten to give to the chancellor, to let him know that fhe 
repented her recantation from the bottom of her heart, 
and would never do the like again while (he lived. But 
before (he exhibited her bill, fhe was taken and fent 
to prifon as is before faid. She was burnt the '23d of' 
September, between feven an*d eight in the morning, 
the faid two flieriffs being there, and to the number of 
two hundred people. When (he came to the (lake, fhe 
kneeled down, and made her prayers to God: that be- 
ing done, flie rofe up and faid, Good people, I believe 
in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoft, three perfons and one God. 

This do I not; nor will I recant; but I recant utterly 
from the bottom of my heart the doings of the pope of 
Rome, and all his popifh priefts I utterly refufe, and 
never will have to do with them again, by God's grace. 
And, good people, I would you fhould not think of 
me, that I believe to be faved in that I offer myfelf 
here unto the death of the Lord's caufe, but I believe 
to be faved by the death and paffion of Chrift ; and 
this my death is and fhall be a witnefs of my faith unto 
all here prefent. Good people, as many of you that 
believe as I believe, pray for me. 

Then flie came to. the flake, and laid her hand on it, 
and faid, " Welcome the crofs of Chrift." Which be- 
ing done, fhe looked on her hand, and feeing it blacked 
with the flake, flie wiped it upon her fmock, for fhe was 
burnt at the lame flake that Simon Miller and Eliza- 
beth Cooper were. Then after fhe had touched it with 
her hand, fhe came and kiffed it, and faid, " Welcome 
the fweet crofs of Chrift," and fo gave herfelf to be 
bound thereto. After the tormentors had kindled the 
lire to her, flie faid, " My foul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my fpirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour:" and in 
faying fo fhe fet her hands together right againft her 
hreall, calling her eyes and head upward, and fo flood, 
heaving up her hands by little andjittle, till the very 
finews of her arms did break afuncler, and then they 
fell; but fhe yielded her life unto God, as quietly as if 
fhe had been in a (lumber, or as one feeling no pain ; 
fo wonderfully did the Lord work with her ; his name 
therefore be praifed evermore. Amen. 

After the death and martyrdom.of Mrs. Joyce Lewes, 
a little above fpecified, divers goodmeri and women in 
the Came, town of Litchfield, were had up before the bi- 
fhop and his chancellor, for killing the faid Joyce Lewes 
and drinking with her about the time of her death ; 
the names of which perfons were thefe ; John Love, 
Elizabeth Smith, Margaret Biddle, Helen Bouring, 
•Margaret Cotesfore, Nicholas Bird, John Harriftone 
and his wife, Agnes Glyn, Agnes Glover, Agnes 
Penifather, &c. Thefe with others were produced to 
their examination before the bifhop and his chancellor 
for the caufe above-named, and therefore adjudged for 
heretics, becaufe they did pray and drink with the faid 



Mrs. Lewes, but especially Agnes Penifather fuftained 
the moft trouble, for that flie" accompanied the faid 
Joyce Lewes going to her death. Which Agnes being 
examined further of the faid bifhop, what words (he had 
fpoken to two priefts of the church of Litchfield, called 
John Ady and James Fox, concerning the faid Joyce 
Lewes after her burning, faid as followeth, That fhe 
being afked by the faid two priefts being at her father's 
houfe in the city of Litchfield, at fuch time as flie came 
from the burning of the faid Joyce Lewes, why flie the 
faid Agnes did weep for fuch an heretic, meaiiing Joyce 
Lewes, whofc foul they faid was in hell; the faid Agnes 
Penifather to their demand made this anfwer, That flie 
thought the faid blefl'ed martyr to be in better cafe 
than the faid two priefts were. 

With which words being charged,and defired to fub- 
mit herfelf as the others had done above, rehearfed to 
. fuch penance as they fhould enjoin unto her, fhe refufed 
fo to do, and therefore was commanded to clofe prifon, 
the fheriffs being charged with her under pain of an 
hundred pounds, that none fliould have any accefs unto 
her. At length, at the perfuafion of her friends, flie 
was compelled to do as the others had done before. 
And thus much concerning things done at Litchfield. 

And now from Litchfield we come to Chichefter, al- 
though we have but little to report thereof, for want 
of certain relation and records of that county, yet it 
feemeth no little trouble and perfecution have, there 
raged alfo, as in other countries. For what place was 
there almoft in all the realm, where the pope's mini- 
fters did not beftir them, murdering fome or other,- as 
in the afts of this ecclefiaftical hiftory may fufficiently 
appear? Wherefore as this plague of the pope's ty-. 
ranny was general to all other people and counties of 
England, fo likewife in the diocefe of Chichefter, di- 
vers and many there were condemned and martyred 
for the true teitimony of righteoufnefs within the com- 
pafs of queen Mary's reign. In the number of whom 
were thefe: John Foreman, of Eftgrenefted ; John 
Warner, of Berne ; Chriftian Grover, of the archdea- 
conry of Lewes; Thomas Athoth, prieft; Thomas 
Avington, of Erdingly ; Dennis Burgis, of Buxfted ; 
Thomas Ravenfdale, of Rye; John Milles, of Hel- 
linglegh; Nicholas Holden, of Withiam ; John Hart, 
of Withiam; Margery Morice, of Hethfieldj Anne 
Try, of Eftgrenefted ; John Ofe ward, of Woodman- 
cote ; Thomas Harland, of Woodmancote ; James 
Morice of Hethfield; Thomas Dougate, of Eftgrene- 
fted ; John Afhedon, of Katherfield. 

The' greateft adlors againft thefe faithful martyrs 
were thefe: Chriftopherfon, the bifhop of Chichefter, 
Richard Briefly, doftor of law, and chanceflor of Chi- 
chefter, Robert Taylor, bachelor of the law, his deputy, 
Thomas Piccard, civilian, Anthony Clarke, Albane 
Longdale, bachelor of divinity, &c. 



The Examination of THOMAS SPURDANCE, one 
of Queen Mary's Servants, before the Chancellor of 
Norwich. 

THE bifhop's chancellor afked me, if I had been 
before the prieft, and confefled my fins unto him? 
And I faid, No, I had confefled my fins to God, 
and God faith, in what hour foever a finner repenteth 
and is forry for his fins, and afketh forgivenefs, willing 
no more fo to do, he will no more reckon his fin unto 
him ; and that is fufficient for me. 

Then faid the chancellor, Thou denieft the facra- 
ment of penance. 

I faid, I deny not penance, but I deny that I fhould 
fliew my fins to the prieft. 

Then faid the chancellor, That is denying of the 
facrament of penance. 
Write this article. 

Have you received the blefled facrament of the 
altar (faid he) at this time of Eafter? 
. And I faid, No. 
And why have you not ? faid he. 
I faid, I dare not meddle with you in it, as you ufe it. 
1 Why, 
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Why, do we not life it truly ? faid he. 

I faid, No : for the holy fupper of the Lord ferveth 
For the Chriftian congregation, and you are none of 
Chrift's members ; and therefore I dare not meddle 
with you, lelt I be like unto -yoa. 

Why are we none of Chrift's members? faid the 
chancellor. 

1 faid, Becaufc you teach laws contrary to God's 
laws. 

What laws are thofe ? faid he. 

I faid, Tliefe three articles, that you fwear the people 
unto here, be falfe and untrue, and you do evil to fwear 
the people unto them. 

Then faid he, Good people, take no heed unto his 
words ; for he is an heretic, and teacheth you difobe- 
dience : and fo he would no more fpeak of that mat- 
Then faid he, How believed thou in the bleffed fa- 
crament of the altar : doll thou not believe that after 
it is confecrated, it is the very fame body that was 
born of the Virgin Mary ? 

I faid, No, not the fame body in fubftance; for the 
fame body hath a fubftance in flefh, blood, and bones, 
and was a bloody facrifice, and this is a dry facrifice. 

And I faid, Is the mafs a facrifice ? 

Unto which a doCtor anfwered that fat by him, It is 
a facrifice both for the quick and the dead. 

Then faid I, No, it is no facrifice; for St. Paul faith, 
that Chrift made one facrifice once for all s and I do 
believe in none other facrifice, but only in that one fa- 
crifice that our Lord Jefus Chrift made once for all. 

Then faid the doaor.That facrifice that Chrift made 
was a wet facrifice, and the mafs is a dry facrifice. 

Then Taid I, That fame dry facrifice is a facrifice of 
your own making, and it is your Facrifice, it is none 

. Then faid the chancellor, He is an heretic, he de- 
nieth the facrament of the altar. 

Then faid I, Will ye know how I believe in the 
holy fupper of the Lord ? 
And he faid, Yes. 

Then faid I, I believe that if I come rightly and 
worthily, as God hath commanded me, to the holy 
• fupper of the Lord, I receive him by faith, as by be- 
lieving, in him. But the bread being received is not 
God, and the bread that is yonder in the pyx is not 
God. God dwelleth not in temples made with hands, 
neither will he be worfhipped with the works of men's 
hands. And therefore you do very evil to caufe the 
people to kneel down and worfhip the bread; for God 
did never bid you hold it above your heads, neither 
had the apoftles fuch ufe. 

Then faid the chancellor, He denieth the prefence 
in the facrament. Write this article alfo. He is a 
very heretic. 

The faid I, The fervant is not greater than his matter. 
For your predeceflbrs killed my matter Chrift, the pro- 
phets and apoftles, and holy virtuous men, and now you 
alfo kill the fervant of Chrift, fo that all the righteous 
blood that hath been (hed, even from righteous Abel, 
until this day, (hall be required at your hands. 

Well, faid the chancellor, have him away. 

Another Examination of SPURD AN CE, before the 
Bilhop in his Houfe. 

Bifhop. QIRRAH, doft thou not believe in the ca- 
O tholic faith of the holy church ? 

Spurd. I believe Chrift's catholic church. 

Bif/iop. Yea, in Chrift's church, of which the pope 
is head ? Doft thou not believe that the pope is fu- 
preme head of the catholic church ? 

Spurd. No. I believe not that he would be above 
the apoftles, if he takes them to be his predecefTors. 
For when there came a thought among the apoftles, 
who fhould be the greateft when their matter was gone, 
Chrift anfwered them unto their thoughts, " The kings 
of the earth bear dominion above each other, but ye 
(hall not do fo, for he that will be greateft among you 
(hall become fervant unto you all. How is it then 



(faid I) that he will climb fo high above his fellows? 
And alfo we were fworn in my matter kirig Henry'stime 
that we fhould, to the utmott of our power, never con* 
fent to him again. And therefore as he hath nothing 
to do here in England, fo neither hath he in his own 
couatry more than a bifhop hath in his diocefe 

Bifhop. Yea, what of that ? We were then irr error 
and fin, now we are in the right way again, and there 
fore , thou mutt home, again with us, and acknowledge 
thy fault, and become a chriftian man, and be fworn 
unto the pope as our fupreme head. Wilt thou be 
fworn unto the pope ? How fayeft thou ? 

Spurd. No, I warrant you, by the grace of God 
not as long as I live. For you cannot prove by the 
fcripture that the pope is head of the church, and may 
do therein what he lifteth. 7 
Bifhop. No ? yes I trow ; for as the bell-wether 
which weareth the bell, is head of the flock of fheep, 
even fo is the pope the head of the church of Chrift* 
And^as the bees in the hive have a mafter bee, when 
they are gone out, to bring them home to the hive; 
even fo the pope, when we be gone aftray, and wan- 
dered from the fold, from the hive, &c. then is ordered 
our head by fucceffion of Peter, to bring us home 
again to the true church; as thou now, my good fel- 
low, haft long wandered out of the way, like a fcat- 
tercd fheep, &c. Hear therefore that bell-wether, the 
mafter bee, &c. and come home with us again to thy 
mother the church. 

Spurd. My lord, all this is but natural reafon, and 
no fcripture : but fince you cannot prove the pope to 
be authorized by fcripture, you anfwer me not as I 
thought you would. 

Bifhop. Ha, I fee well you will be ftout, and will 
not be anfwered : therefore you fhall be compelled by 
law, whether you will or no. 

Spurd. My lord, fo did your forefathers treat Chrift 
and his apoftles. They had a law, and by their law 
they put him to death; and fo likewife you have a law 
which is tyranny, and by that you would enforce me 
to believe as you do : but the Lord, I truft, will aflift 
me againft all your beggarly ceremonies, and make 
your foolifhnefs known to all the world. 

Bi/hop. When were you at church, or joined in the 
procefiion, and did the ceremonies of the church ? 
Spurd. Never fince I was born. 
Bi/hop. No ? How old are you ? - 
Spurd, I think about forty. 

Bifhop. Why, how did you ufe yourfelf at church 
twenty years ago? 

Spurd. As you do now. 

Bifliop. And even now, you faid you did not ufe 
the ceremonies fince you were born. 

Spurd. No more I did, fince I was born anew ; as 
Chrift faid untoNicodemus, " Except ye be born anew, 
ye cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

Them faid a doctor that fat by, He is a very ana- 
baptift : for that is their opinion plain. 

Spurd. No, fir, you fay falfely, for I am no ana- 
baptift : for they deny children to be baptized, which 
I do not. 

Bifhop. Well, why doft thou not go to church, and 
do the ceremonies ? 

Spurd. ' Becaufe they are contrary to God's word 
and laws, as you yourfelf have taught : but now you 
fay it is good again : and I think if there were a re- 
turn to-morrow, you would fay that was falfe again 
which you hold now. Therefore, I may well fay, there 
is no truth in you. 

Bifhop. Then thou art a ftubborn fellow, and an 
heretic, and a traitor. 

Spurd. . No, I am no traitor, for I have done, I 
think, better .fervice for the crown imperial of England 
than you. 

Bifliop. If you had done fuch good fervice, you 
would be obedient to the laws of the realm. 

Spurd. So I am. There is no man alive, I thank 
God, that can accufe me jufttythat ever I was difobedi- 
ent to any civil laws. But you mult confider, my lord, 
that 1 have a foul and body, and my foul is none of the 
a queen s, 
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queen's, but my body and my^goods are -the queen's. 
And I mult give God my foul, and all that belongeth 
unto it, that is, I mult do the laws and commandments 
of God; and whofoever commandeth laws contrary to 
God's laws, I may not do them for fear of loling my 
foul, but rather obey God than man. 

Bijliop. Why doft thou not thefe laws then ? Are 
they not agreeable to God's law ? 

Spurd.- No, you cannot prove them to be God's laws. 

Bijhcp. Yes, that I. can. 

Spurd. Then if you can- prove by the word of God, 
that you mould have any graven images made to fet in 
vour churches for laymen's books, or to worfhip God 
by them, or that you fhould have the ceremonies in 
your church as you have, prove them by the word of 
Godj and I will do them. 

Bifhop- Then it is a good and dc.cent order to fur- 
nifh thq church : as when you fhall go to dinner, you 
have a cloth upon the table to furnifh the table before 
the meat fhall come upon it; To are thefe ceremonies 
a comely, decent order to be in the church among 
chiiftiaii people. 

Spurd. Thefe are inventions and imaginations out 
of your own brain, without any word of God to prove-' 
them. For God faith, Look what you think good in 
your own eyes, if I command the contrary, it is abo- 
minable in mv fight. And thefe ceremonies are 
againft God's laws. For St. Paul faith, they be weak 
and beggarly, and rebuketh the Galatians for doing 
them. 

Bifhop. Well, if you will not do them, feeing they 
be the laws of the realm, you are an heretic and dif- 
obedient : and therefore come home again and confefs 
you i- faults with us, that you have been in error, &c. 
Will you do fo? 

Spurd. No, I have been in no error r for the fpiri- 
tual laws were never more truly fet forth than in my > 
mailer king Edward's time, and I truft unto God I 
ihall never leave them while I live. 

Then came" a'gentleman to me and faid, Are you 
wifcr than all men ?' and have you more knowledge 
than all men? Will you caft away your foul willingly? 
My lord and other men alfo would fain you would fkve 
yourfelf: therefore chufe fome man where you will, 
either fpiritual or temporal, and take a day, my lord 
will give it you. 

Spurd. If I fave my life, I fhall lofe it; and if I 
Iore.my life for Chrift's fake, I fhall find it in life ever- 
laltiiig. And if I take a day, when the day cometh, I 
muft fay then even as I do now, except I will lie, and 
therefore that needeth not. 

Well, then have him away, faid the bifhop. 

This above-named Thomas Spurdance was one of 
queen Mary's fervants,' and was taken by two of his 
fellows, the' faid queen's fervants, named John Haman, 
otherwife called Barker, and George Loofon, both 
dwelling in Codman, in the county of Suffolk, who 
carried him to one Mr. Gofnal, dwelling in the faid 
Codman, and by him he was fent to Bury, where he 
remained in prifon, and was afterwards burned in the 
month of November. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of JOHN HALLING- 
1J ALE, WILLI AM SPARROW, and RICHARD 
GIBSON. 

SOON after the martyrdom of the two good women 
at Colchcfter, the three above-mentioned perfons 
were put to death in Smithfield, at London, the 18th 
of November. 

Being brought before Bonner, bifhop of London, 
the 5th day of November, 1557, the following articles 
were exhibited unto them. 

Articles mimjlred unto JOHN HALLINGDALE. 

FIRST; That the faid J»hn Hallingdale is of the 
diocefe of London, and fa fubjeQ to the jurif- 
diQion of the bifhop of London. 
No. 53. 



Secondly, That the faid John, before the reign of 
king Edward the Sixth, late king of England, was of 
the fame faith and religion that was then obTerved, be- 
lieved, taught and fet forth in this realm of .England.. 

Thirdly, That during the reign of the faid king 
Edward the Sixth, the faid. John Hallingdale, upon 
occafion of the faid preaching of certain minillers in 
that time, did not abide by his former faith and religion, 
but did depart from it, and fo did and doth continue 
till this prefent day, and fo detcrmineth to do (as he 
faith) till his life's end. 

Fourthly, That the faid John Hallingdale hath 
thought, believed, and fpokc'n divers times, that the 
faith, religion, and ecclefiaftical fervice received, ob- 
ferved, and tiled now in this realm of England, is not 
good and laudable, but againft God's commandment 
and word, efpecially concerning the mafs, and the fe- 
yen facraments; and that he the faid John, will- not 
in any wife conform himfelf to the fame, but (peak 
and think againft it during his natural life. 

Fifthly, That the faid John abfenteth himfelf con- 
tinually from his own parifh church of St. Leonard's, 
neither hearing mafs, mattins, nor even-fong, nor yet 
confeffing his fins to the prieft, nor receiving the fa- 
crament of the altar at his hands, or ufing other cere- 
monies as they are now ufed in this church and realm 
of England : and as he remembereth, he never came 
but once to the parifh church of St. Leonard, and 
careth not if he never comes there any more, the fer- 
vice being as it is there, and fo many abufes being 
there, efpecially the mafs, the facraments, and the 
ceremonies and fervice being fet forth in Latin. 

Sixthly, That the faid John, when his wife, called 
Alice, was brought to bed of a male child, caufed the 
faid child to be chriftencd in Englifh, after the fame 
manner and form in all points, as it was ufed in the 
time of the reign of king Edward the Sixth, as afore- 
faid, and caufed it to be called Jofue, and would not' 
have the faid child chriftencd' in- Latin, after the 
form and manner as it is now ufed in the church and 
realm of England, nor will have it by his will ' to be 
confirmed by the bifhop. 

Unto all 'which articles the faid John Hallingdale 
made anfwer, confeffing them all, and every part of 
them to be true, and faying that he would not revoke 
his faid anfwers, hut (land unto them according as- it 
was in every article above written. 

Furthermore, the faid John Hallingdale being de- 
manded by the faid Bonner, whether he firmly be- 
lieved, that in the facrament, commonly called the. 
facrament of the altar, there is really and truly the 
very body and blood of our Saviour Chrift, or no; 
made anfwer, that he neither in the time of the faid 
king Edward the Sixth, nor at that prefent did believe, 
that in the faid facrament there is really the very body 
and blood of Chrift. For he faid, that if he had fo 
believed, he would (as others had done) have re- 
ceived the fame, which he did not, becaufe he had 
and then did believe, that the very body of Chrift is 
only in heaven and no where elfe. And furthermore 
the faid John Hallingdale faid, that Cranmer, Lati- 
mer, Ridley, Hooper, and generally all that have of 
late been burned for heretics, were no heretics at all, 
becaufe they did truly preach the gofpel ; upon whofe 
preaching he grounded his faith and confeience, as he 
laid, according to the faying of St. John, Rev. xviii. 
where he faith, That the blood of the prophets, and of 
the faints, and of all them that were fiain upon earth, 
■was found in the Babylonical church, by which, he faid, 
is underftood the church where the pope is the head. 

After which , examination, the faid John was fent 
unto prifon again. And the next day, being the fixth 
of the faid month, he was called before the bifhop 
again, who perfuading him with fome wreltcd fentences 
of the fcripture, the faid John Hallingdale anfwered, 
Becaufe I will not, faith he, come to your Babylonical 
church, therefore (fpeaking unto Bonner), you go 
about to condemn me. And being further demanded^ 
by bifhop Bonner, whether he would perfevere and 
ftand in his opinions or no : he made anfwer, that he 
7 P would 
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would continue and perfift in them unto his death. 
Then Bonner read the fentence of condemnation. At 
which time the faid John affirmed openly, that (thank- 
ing God) he never came into the church fince the 
abomination came into it, and fo he was fent to prifon 
again. 

Upon the fame forenoon, William Sparrow was 
brought before the bifhop, and had the following ar- 
ticles laid to him. 

Articles miniflred to WILLI AM SPARROW. 

FIRST, That thou, William Sparrow, waft in times 
dete&ed and prefented lawfully unto thy ordinary, 
the bilhop of London, called Edmund, who alfo is now 
thine ordinary of the faid diocefe, and thou waft pre- 
fented and deteaed unto him for herefy, error, and 
unlawful opinions, which thou didft believe, fet forth, 
and hold. 

Secondly, That thou before the faid ordinary didft 
openly and judicially confefs the faid herefies, errors, 
and unlawful opinions, as appears plainly in the a8s 
of the court, had and made before the faid ordinary. 

Thirdly, That thou, after the premiss, didft make 
thy fubmiflion in writing, and didft exhibit and deliver 
the fame as thy deed, to thy faid ordinary; openly con- 
ferring and recognizing thy herefies, errors, unlawful 
opinions, and thine offences and tranfgreffions in that 
behalf. 

Fourthly, That thou, after the premifes, didft pro- 
mife unto thy faid ordinary, voluntarily and of thine 
own mind, that always after the faid fubmiflion, thou 
wouldft in all points conform thyfelf unto the common 
order of the catholic church obferved and kept here 
in this realm of England, and in no wife fall again to 
herefies, errors, or unlawful opinions. 

Fifthly, That thou, fince thy faid fubmiflion, haft 
willingly fallen into certain herefies and errors, and 
haft holden and fet forth divers unlawful opinions, to 
the great hurt of thine own foul, and alfo to the great 
hindrance and lofs of feveral others, efpecially againft 
the facrament of the altar, againft auricular confeffion, 
with the other facraments of the catholic church. 

Sixthly, That thou, fince the faid commiflion, haft 
wilfully gone about divers places within the diocefe 
of London, and fold divers heretical, erroneous, and 
blafphemous ballads about, and waft apprehended and 
taken with the faid ballads about thee, and committed 
to prifon. 

. Unto .the firft, fecond, third, and fourth articles, he 
anfwered affirmatively. 

To the fifth article he anfwered, That if he had 
fpoke againft them, he had fpoke but the truth : for 
they are naught, meaning the contents of the faid 
article. 

To the fixth, he granted to the article, adding, that 
he did fell the faid ballads, and that the fame did con- 
tain God's word. 

After which anfwers, the faid William Sparrow was 
fent unto prifon. And the fame day in the after- 
noon, being brought before the bilhop again, and there 
charged with his faid fubmiflion made the year before 
unto the bilhop, he anfwered thus: I am forry, faid he, 
that ever I made it, and it was the worft deed that ever 
1 I did : adding further unto them, Hold up your abo- 
mination as long as you can. Alfo being laid unto him, 
and charged by the bilhop that he went to church, 
and there was confeffed and heard mafs^ he made an- 
fwer and confeffed, that he did fo, but with a troubled 
confeience, he faid, God knoweth. 

And being further demanded of Bonner, whether he 
would perfift arid continue in the fame ; he made an- 
fwer, That he would not go from his opinions : and 
adding thereunto, he faid, That which you call herefy, 
fpeaking to the bilhop, is good and godly, and if every 
hair of my head were a man, faid he, I would burn 
them all rather than go from the truth. 

Then being demanded, What ground of learning he 
had to cleave to his opinions: he made anfwer and faid, 
That all the laws now ufed (meaning the ecclefiaftical 



laws) are naught and abominable. Which words beinu 
fpoken, the bilhop immediately read the fentence of 
condemnation againft him, and fo delivered him to 
the fecular power, by whom he was fent to prifon again. 

An Account of Mr. RICHARD GIBSON, Martyr. 

T^KTITH the other two above named, fuffered alfo 
V V in the fame fire, Richard Gibfon, who firft was 
caft into the Compter, in the Poultry (where he had 
been prifoner for the fpace of two years for a furety i n 
a matter of debt, and then flood upon his deliverance) 
then upon fufpicion and evil will was accufed to bilhop 
Bonner, becaufe he was never confeffed in the prifon 
nor received at the popifh altar: by reafon whereof he 
was called for, and fuftained divers confli&s and exami- 
nations in the caufe of his faith and religion. But firft 
he Teemed to make a certain fubmiflion which he alfo 
exhibited with the other twenty-eight before-mention- 
ed: but becaufe it feemed in words to differ fomething 
from the other, it appeareth not to be received: or 
whether it was received or no, it is not fully certain. 
This is certain, that although his fubmiflion was rei 
■ corded in the bilhop's regifter, yet he was not delivered 
from imprifonment till the day of his burning. 

The greateft matter which he was charged with, was 
for not coming to confeffion, being thereunto required, 
for not receiving of the facrament of the popilh making, 
and for that he would not fwear to anfwer to their in- 
terrogatories laid againft him.. 

Notwithftanding after thefc his firft examinations 
he continued in the prifon of the Compter, from the 
month of May to November, when he was again pro- 
duced againft the final judiciary. Where is to be 
noted, that Mr. Gibfon being a very big and tall man, 
of a perfonable and heroical ftature, was fent for by 
Bonner bv a little man, a promoter, like Robin Papift, 
called Robin Caley. 

This Robin Caley having the conduaing of the faid 
gentleman from the Poultry, would needs haul him 
through Cheapfide, the gentleman defiring him to turn 
fome other way. But the more the gentleman intreat- 
cd, the more fierce was he upon him ; and drawing 
and holding him by the arm, would needs haul him 
through the'High-ftreet, that all the world might fee 
what he could do in his office. Mr. Gibfon, defirous 
to go without holding, intreated him to let his arm 
loofe, and he would go quietly with him whither he 
would, only craving that he might go by him freely 
without being noticed by the people. 

But he faucily anfwered him, Nay, thou flialt not 
cfcape me fo, come on thy ways. Thou fhalt not chufe 
but come ; and fo reaching at his arm, would needs 
drag him unto the bifhop. The gentleman content to 
go, yet loth to be noted in the ftreets, gently requefled 
again and again, that refraining his bold, he would fuffer 
him to go of his own free will, he Ihould not need to 
fear -him, for he would not ftart from him. To which 
he replied, Come on thy way, I will hold thee faft, 
fpite of thy beard, and whether thou wilt or no. 

Mr. Gibfon beholding his intolerable bragging, and 
being greatly moved therewith, could bear no longer; 
but faid, Wilt thou? adding moreover, That if he did 
not immediately pluck away his hand, he would wring 
his head from his body. Whereupon he let go his 
hold, and fo they proceeded unto the bilhop to be 
examined again before him. 

After this, another day being afligned him to appear 
again, much talk paffed between him and Darbyfhire, 
then chancellor. But in fine, being required to fwear 
that he Ihould anfwer unto all they would demand, he 
denied to anfwer unto all things the bilhop Ihould com- 
mand him as ordinary : For he is not, faith he, mine 
ordinary, and fo bade him go tell the bilhop. Before 
which bifhop, he being then commanded to appear the 
Friday following, was brought into the Jultice-hall, 
without Newgate, where he had the like confliBs with 
the aforefaid bifhop and divers other juftices. At 
length he was afligned the Saturday following, to be 
prefent at the bifhop's confiftory court, to hear his final 
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fentence. At which day and place, the faid examinate 
appearing as he was commanded, the bifhop, after other 
matter of communication, afked him if he knew any 
caufe why the fentence fhould not be read againft him. 
To whom Mr. Gibfon anfwered, that the bifhop had 
nothing whereof juftly to condemn him. The bifhop's 
reafon was again objected to him, that men faid he was 
an evil man. To whom Gibfon replying again; Yea, 
faith he, and fo may I fay of you alfo. To be fhort, 
after this and fiich other talk, the bifhop halted unto the 
fentence. Which being read, Bonner yet again admo- 
tiifhed him to remember himfelf, and to fave his foul ; 
he faid, that he would not hear the bifhop's babbling; 
and faid moreover, boldly protefting and affirming that 
he was contrary, and an enemy to them all in his mind 
and opinion, although he had' before kept it fecrct in 
mind, for fear of the law. And (peaking to the bifliop, 
BlefTed, faid he, am 1, that am cmTed at your hands. 
We have nothing now, but thus will I: for as the bifliop 
faith, lb muft it be. And no hcrely it is to turn the 
truth of God's word into lies, and that do you, mean- 
ing the bifhop and his fellows. 

Thus this valiant foldier, fighting for the gofpcl and 
fincere dottrine of Chrilt's truth and religion, againft 
fallhood and error, was committed, with his fellows, to 
the fecular power. 

And fo thefe three godly men, John Hallingdalc, 
William Sparrow, and Mr. Gibfon, being thus ap- 
pointed to the {laughter, were, the 12 th day after their 
condemnation (which was the 18th day of November), 
burnt in Smithfield. And being brought thither to the 
ftakc, after their prayer made, they were bound there- 
unto with chains, and wood let unto them, and after 
wood, fire, in which being encompaffed about, and the 
fiery flames confuming their flefh, at laft they yielded 
glorioufly and joyfully their fouls and lives into the 
holy hands of the Lord, to whofe tuition and govern- 
ment I commend thee, good reader. Amen. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of JOHN ROUGH, 
Minifter, and MARGARET MEARING, burned 
at London, December 22. 

JOHN ROUGH was born in Scotland, who, fas 
J! himfelf confeffcth in his anfwers to Bonner's arti- 
cles) becaufe fome of his kinsfolk would have kept 
himfrom his right of inheritance which he had tocertain 
lands, did at the age of feventccn years, in defpite (and 
rather to difpleafe his friends), profefs himfelf into the 
order of the black friars at Sterling, in Scotland; where 
he remained the fpace of fixteen years, until fuch time 
as the lord Hamilton, earl of Arran, and governor of 
the realm of Scotland (as a favour unto him) did apply 
unto the archbifhop of St. Andrew's, to have him out 
of his profeffed order, that as a fecular pricft he might 
ferve him for his chaplain. At which requcft the 
archbilhop caufed the provincial of that houfc, having 
thereto authority, to difpenfe with him for his habit 
and order. 

This fuit being thus obtained by the earl, the faid 
Rough remained in his fervice one whole year: during 
which time it pleafed God to open his eyes', and to give 
him fome knowledge of his truth, and was thereupon 
fent by the faid governor to preach in the freedom of 
Ayre, where he continued four years, and then after the 
death of the cardinal of Scotland, he was appointed to 
abide at St. Andrew's, and there had afligned unto him 
a yearly penfion of twenty pounds from Henry the 
Eighth, king of England. However, at laft weighing ■ 
with himfelf his own danger, and alfo abhorring the 
idolatry and fuperftition of the country, and hearing of 
the freedom of the gofpel within this realm of England, 
he determined with himfelf not to tarry any longer 
there: and therefore, foon after the battle of Muffel- 
borough, he came firft unto Carliflc, and from thence 
•into the duke of Somerfet, then lord protettor of 
England, and by his affignment had appointed unto • 
him out of the king's treafury twenty pounds of yearly I 
ftipend, and was fent (as a preacher) to ferve at Carlifle, I 
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■ Berwick, and Newcaftlej where he married. From 
J whence he was called by the archbifhop of York that 
then was, unto a benefice in the town of Hull, where 
I he continued till the death of good king Edward 'VI. 
I . But in the beginning of the reign of queen Mary 
I (perceiving the alteration of religion, and the perfecu- 
I tion that would thereupon arife, and feeling his own 
weaknefs) he fled with his wife into Friczeland, and 
dwelt there at a place called Norden, labouring truly 
for his living, in knitting of caps, hofe, and fuch like 
things, till about the end of the month of Oaober, 
before. his death. At which time, lacking yarn, and 
oilier fuch neceffary provifion for the maintenance of 

here to provide for the fame, and the tenth day of 
November arrived at London. Where, hearing of 
the fecrct fociety, and holy congregation of God's 
children there affembled, he joined himfelf unto them, 
and afterwards being elected their minifter and preach- 
er, did continue molt virtuoufly exercifed in that godlv 
fellowfhip, teaching and confirming them in the truth 
of the gofpel of Chrift. But in the end (fuch was the 
providence of God, who difpofes all things to the bed) 
the 12th day of December, he with Cutbert Simfon 
and others, through the crafty and traiterous fuggellion 
of a falfehypocrite and difl'cmbling brother, named Ro- 
ger Serjeant, a taylor, were apprehended by the vi'cc- 
chamberlainof the queen's houl'e, at thcSaracen's Head 
inlflington; where the congregation had then purpofed 
to afTemble themfelvcsto their accuflomahle exercifes 
of prayer,and hearingthc word of God: which pretence, 
for the fafeguard of all the reft, they yet at their exami- 
nations covered and exenfed, by hearing of a play that 
was then appointed to be at that place. The vice- 
chamberlain, after he had apprehended them, carried 
Rough and Simfon unto the council, who charged 
them to have affembled together to celebrate the 
communion or fupper of the Lord, and therefore after 
fundry examinations they fent unto the bifhop of Lon- 
don, with a letter figned with their hands: the copy 
whereof here follows. 

A L E T T E R 

From the Queen's Council to BONNER, Bifliop of 
London, concerning the Examination of JOHN 
ROUGH, Minifter. 

AFTER our hearty commendations to your good 
lordfhip, we fend you here inclofed the examina- 
tion of a Scottifli man, named John Rough, who, bv 
the queen's command, is Juft Cent to Newgate, being of 
the chief of them that upon Sunday laff, under the co- 
lour of coming to fee a play at the Saracen's Head, at 
Illington, had prepared a communion to be celebrated 
and received there among other certain feditious and he- 
retical perfons. And forafmuch as by the faid Rough's 
examination, containing the (lory and progrefs of* his 
former life, it well appcareth of what fort he is; the 
queen's highnefs hath willed us to remit him unto your 
lordfhip, to the end that being called before you out of 
prifon, as oft as your lordfhip fhall think good, you 
may proceed, both to his further examination, and 
otherwife ordering of him according to the laws, as the 
cafe fhall require. And thus we bid your lordfhip 
heartily well to fare. From St. James's, December 25, 
l 557- Your lordfhip's loving friends, Nicholas Ebor, 
F. Shrewsbury, Edward Haftings, Anthony Montague, 
John Bourne, Henry Iernegam. 

Bonner, now minding to make quick difpatch, did, 
within three days after the receipt of the letter, fend 
for Rough out of Newgate, to be examined before him 
and others; who, when they perceived his conftancy, 
determined the next day after to bring him openly 
into the confiftory, there to adjudge atid condemn 
him as an heretic. Which purpofe they accomplifh- 
ed : for the twentieth day in the afternoon, in tiic 
prefence of the bifhop of London, and St. David's, 
with Fecknam, abbot of Weftminfter, and others, he 
was there produced. Where, after many perfla- 
tions, Bonner read unto him the articles and anfwers, 
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in which they charged him to have received the orders 
of the church, and therefore might not marry : and that 
he had refilled to confent to the Latin fervice then ufed 
in the church. Wh'creunto he then anfwered and faid, 
That their orders were nothing at all, and that he being . 
a pricft, might lawfully marry, and that the children 
which he had by his wife were lawful. And concerning 
the fervice then ufed, he utterly detefted it, faying, That 
if he fliould live as long as did Methufelah, yet he would 
never come to the church to hear the abominable mafs 
and other fervice being as it was then. Upon which 
words the bifhop proceeded to the degradation of the 
faid Rough ; and after condemning him as an heretic, 
committed his body to the fecular power, who taking 
him into their cuftody, carried him unto Newgate. 

Moreover, as touching the faid Mr. Rough, this is 
further to be noted, that he being in the north country 
in the days of king Edward VI. was the caufe of faring 
Dr. Watfon's life (who in queen Mary's days was bifhop 
of London), for a fcrmon that he had preached there. 
The faid Watfon after that, being with Bonner at the 
examination of the faid Mr. Rough, to requite him in 
laving his life, detected him there to be a pernicious 
heretic, who did hurt more in the north parts than an 
hundred befides of his opinion. Unto whom Mr. Rough 
laid, Why, lir, is this the reward I have far faving your 
life, when you preached erroneous doctrine in the days 
of king Edward VI.? This Mr. Rough faid, he had lived 
thirty years, and yet had never bowed his knee to Baal: 
and being before Bonner, among other talk he affirmed, 
that he had been twice at Rome, and there had feen 
plainly with his eyes, which he had many times heard 
of before, namely, that the pope was the very Anti- 
chrift ; for there he faw him carried on men's fhoulders, 
and the falfe-named facraaient borne before him. Yet 
there was more reverence given to him, than to that 
which th'cy counted to be their god. When Bonner 
heard this,' riving up, and making as though he would 
have torn his garment, Haft thou, faid he, been at Rome, 
and feen our holy father the pope, and doft thou blaf- 
pheme him after this fort: and with flying upon him, 
he plucked off a piece of his beard, and after making 
ipeedy haftc to his death, he burnt him half an hour 
before fix o'clock in the morning, becaufc the day belike 
ihould not be far fpent before he had done a mifchievous 
deed. 

LETTER I. 
From JOHN ROUGH, to fame of bis Friends, confirming 
' and Jlrengtbening them in the Truth, -which be had before 
taught. 

THE comfort of the. Holy Ghoft make you able to 
give confolation to others in thefe dangerous days, 
when Satan is let loofe, but to the trial only of the cho- 
fen, when it pleafeth our God to lift his wheat from the ' 
chaff. I have not leifure and time to write the great 
temptations I have been under. I fpeak to God's glo- 
ry ; my care was to have the fenfes of my foul open, to 
perceive the voice of God, faying, Whofoever denieth 
me before men, him will I deny before my Father and 
his angels. And to fave the life corporal, is to lofe the 
life eternal. And he that will not fuffer with Chrift, 
lhall not reign with him. Therefore, moft tender ones, 
I have b.y God's Spirit given over theflefh, with the fight 
of my foul, and the fpirit hath the' victory. The nefh 
lhall now before it be long, leave off to fin, the fpirit 
lhall reign eternally. I have chofen death to confirm 
• the truth by me taught. What can I do more? Confider 
with yourfelves, that I have done it for the confirmation 
of God's truth. Fray that 1 may continue unto the 
end. The greateft part of the affault is paft, I praife 
my God. I have in all my aflaults felt the prefent aid 
of my God, I give him moft hearty thanks therefore. 
Look not back, nor be ye afhamed of (Thrift's gofpel, 
nor of the bonds I have fuffered for the fame, thereby 
you may be affured it is the true word of God. The 
holy ones have been fealed with the fame mark. It is 
no time for the lofs of one man in the battle, for the 
camp to turn back. Up with men's hearts, down with 
the daubed walls of herefy. Let one take the banner, 



ind the other the trumpet; I mean not to make corporal 
refiftance, but pray, and ye fhall have Elias's defence 
and Elizeus's company' to fight for you. The caufe is 
the Lord's. Now, my brethren, I can write no more 
me will not fuffer, and my heart with pangs of death 
aflaulted ; but I am at home with my God, yet alive 
Pray for me, and falute one another with the holy kifs' 
The peace of God reft with you all, Amen. From Newl 
gate prifon in hafte, the day of my condemnation. 

John Rough. 

LETTER II. 

From JOHN ROUGH, -written unto the Congregation 
two Days before he fuffered. 

'TpHE Spirit of confolation be with you, aid you, and 

X. make you ftrong to run to the fight that is laid ' 
before you, wherewithal God in all ages hath tried his • 
elect, and hath found them worthy of himfelf, by 
coupling to their head Jefus Chrift ; in whom, whofo 
defireth to live godly, the fame muft needs fuffer perfe- 
ction. For it is given unto them, not only to believe, 
but alfo to fuffer. And the fervant or fcholar cannot 
be greater than his lord and mafter : but by'the fame 
way the head is entered, the members muft follow : no 
life is in the members which are cut from the body: 
likewife we have no life but in Chrift ; for by him we 
live, move, and have our being. My dear fons, now de- 
parting this life to my great advantage, I make change 
of mortality with immortality, of corruption to put on 
incorruption, to make my body like unto the corn call 
into the ground, which except it die firft, it can bring 
forth no good fruit. Wherefore death is to me great 
advantage : for thereby the body.ceafeth from fin, and 
after turneth into the firft original ; bur after fhall be 
changed, and made brighter than the. fun or moon. 
What fhall I write of this corporal death, feeing it is . 
decreed of God, that all men fhall once die? Happy 
are they which die in the Lord, which is to die in the 
faith of Chrift, profeffing and confeffing the fame before 
many witneffes. I praife God I have paffed the fame 
journey by many temptations, the devil is very bufy to 
perfuade, the world to entice with promiles and fair 
words : which I omit to write left fomc might think I 
did hunt after vain-glory, which is fartbeft from, my 
heart. Laftly, the danger of fome'falfe brethren, who 
before the bifhop of London purpofed to confefs an 
untruth to my face : yet the' God that ruled Balaam, 
moved their hearts ; where they thought to fpeak to my 
accufation, he made them fpeak to my purgation. What 
a journey (by God's power) I have made thefe eight 
days before .this day, it is above flefh and blood to bear: 
but as St. Paul faith, I may do all things in him which 
worketh in me, Jefus Chrift. My courfe, brethren, have 
I run, I have fought a good fight, the crown of righte- 
oufnefs is laid up for me, my day to receive it is at 
hand. Pray, "brethren, for the enemy doth yet affault. 
Stand conftant unto the end, then fhall you poffefs your 
fouls. Walk worthily in that vocation wherein you are 
called. Comfort the brethren. Salute one another in 
my name. Be not afhamed of the gofpel of the crofs, 
by me preached, nor yet of my fuffering ; for with my 
blood I affirm the fame. I go before, I fuffer firft the 
baiting of the butcher's dogs ; yet I have not done what 
I fliould have done; but my wcaknefs, 1 doubt not, is 
fupplied in the ftrength of Jefus Chrift; and your wif- 
dom and learning will accept the fmall talent, which I 
have diftributcd unto you, (as I truft) as a faithful (rew- 
ard : and what was undone, impute that to frailty and 
ignorance, and with your love cover that which is and 
was naked in me. God knoweth ye arc all tender unto 
me, my heart burfteth for the love of you. Ye are not 
without the great paftor of your foul, who fo loveth 
you, that if men were not to be fought out, (as God be 
praifed there is no want of men) he would caufe ftones 
to minifter unto you. Caft your care on that rock, the 
Wind of temptation fhall not prevail : faft and pray, for 
the days are evil. Look up with your eyes of hope, for 
the redemption is not far off (but my wickednefs hath 
deferved that I fhall not fee it). -And alfo that which 
is behind of the blood of our brethren, which fhall alfo 




M'. ; Tinn iiiYsnAw-ti-om-.M-ci ~ insnoi' J'.o.xx 1:1; 

( )i Hwinl /// " Kiilli.'u.i 



O.Mary. A-D.i 5 57-1 The Sufferings' of Mr. CUTBERT SYMSON. 



be laid under the altar, fliall cry for your relief. Time 
v. ill not now fuffer me to write long letters. The Spi- ' 
• rit of God guide you in and out, rifing arid fitting, cover j 
you with the lhadow of his wings, defend you againft ' 
the tyranny of the wicked, and bring you happily unto 
the port of eternal felicity, where all tears fhall be wiped 
from your eyes, and you fhall always abide with the 



An Account of MARGARET MEARING, Martyr. 

IT is before related, that in the company of John 
Rough, was burned one Margaret Mearing, who, as 
the regifter maketh mention, was at one time and day 
brought with the faid Rough forth to examination : 
where the bilhop having no private matters to charge 
her withal, did the j8th day of December object againft 
her thofc common and accuftomable articles mentioned 
before; to « hich flic anfwered as follows. 

1. That there is here on earth a catholic church, and 
that there is the true faith of Chrift obferved and kept 
in the fame church. 

2. Item, That there were only two facramerits in 
the church, namely, the facrament of the body arid 
blood of Chrift, and the facrament of baptifm. 

3. Item, That lhe was biptized in the faith and 
belief of the faid church, renouncing there, by her 
godfathers and godmothers, the devil and all his 
works, &c. 

4. item, That when fhc came to the age of fourteen 
years, flie did not know what her true belief was, be- 
caufe fhe was not then of difcretion to underftand the 
fame, neither yet was taught it. 
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5. Item, That fhe had not gone fh m ihe catholic 
faith at any time; but fhe faid that the niaf's was abomi- 
nable before the fight of God, and before the light of 
all true chriftian peopk-, and that it is the plain cup of 
fornication, and the whore of Babylon. And as con- 
cerning the facrament of the altar, fhe faid, (lie believed 
there was no fuch facrament in rue catholic church. 
Alfo fhe faid, that file utterly abhoired the autlioniy of 
the biihop of Rome,, with ail the religion ou.crvcd in 
the fame Antichrift's church. 

6. Item, She anfwered to the 6th article, as to the 
firfi, before fpecified. 

7. Item, That fhe hath refufed to come to herpanih 
-church, becaufe the true religion of Chrift w.is nor then 
ufed in the fame; and further faid, that fhe had not 
come unto the church for the fpace of one year and three 
quarters then laft part, neither yet did mean any more 
to come unto the fame in thefe idolatrous days. 

8. Item, As touching the manner of her apprehen- 
fion, fhe faid, That Cluney, the bifhop's funnier, did 
fetch her to the bifliop. 

Thefe anfwers being then regiftered, they were again 
(with the faid articles) propounded againft her the 20th 
day of December, and there being demanded if fhe. 
would ftand unto thofc her anfwers, fhe faid, I will ftand 
to them unto death; for the very angels of heaven do 
laugh you to fcorn, to fee your abomination that you 
ufe in the church. After which words, the bilhop pro- 
nounced the fentenceof condemnation againft her; and 
then delivering her unto the fhcrifFs, fhe was, with the 
before-mentioned John -Rough carried unto Newgate. 
From whence they were both together led unto Smith- 
field, the 22d of December, and there moft joyfully 
gave their lives for the profeffion of Chrift's gofpel. 
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Continuation of ihe Pcrfecution of PROTESTANTS during ibe Reign of QUEEN MARY I. -with the providential 
Deliverances of many from their cruel Enemies the PAPISTS. 

An Account of the Sufferings and cruel Torments of 
CUT13ER f SYMSON, Deacon of the Chriftian 
Congregation in London. 

CUTBERT SYMSON was a man of a faithful and 
zealous heart to Chrift and his true flock, infomuch 
th.it he never ceafed labouring, and ftudying moft ear- 
neftly, not only how to preferve them without corrup- 
tion of the popilh religion, but alfo his care was very 
vigilant, how to keep them together without danger or 
peril of perfecution. The pains, travail, zeal, patience, 
and fidelity of this man, in caring and providing for this 
congregation, as it is not eafily to be cxprcfled ; fo it is 
wonderful to behold the providence of the Lord by vi- 
fion, concerning the troubles of this faithful minifter and 
godly deacon, as in this here following may appear. 

The Friday night before Mr. Rough, minifter of the 
congregation (of whom mention .was made before), was 
taken, being in his bed he dreamed, that he faw two of 
the guards leading Cutbert Symfon, deacon of the faid 
congregation, and that he had the book about him, 
wherein were written the names of all them which were 
of the congregation. Whereupon, being, fore troubled 
lie awaked, and called his wife, faying, Kate, ftrike a 
light, for I am much troubled with my brother Cutbert 
this night. When fhe had fo done, he began to read in 
his book a while, and there feeling fleep to come upon 
him, he put out the candle, and fo gave himfelf again 
to reft. Being afleep, he dreamed the like dream again ; 
and, awaked therewith, he faid, Oh, Kate* my brother 
Cutbert is gone. So they lighted a candle again, and 
rofe. And as the faid Mr. Rough was making him 
ready to go to Cutbert to fee how he did, in the mean 
No. 54. 



time the faid Cutbert came in with the book c 
the names and accounts of the congregation. Whom 
when Mn Rough had feen, faid he, Brother Cutbert, you 
arc welcome ; for I have been fore troubled with you this 
night, and fo told him hisdream. After he had fo done, 
he defired him to lay the book away from him, and to 
carry it no more about him. Unto which Cutbert an- 
fwered, he would not fo do ; for dreams, he faid, were 
but fancies, and not to be credited. Then Mr. Rough 
ftraitly charged him in the name of the Lord to do it. 
Whereupon the faid Cutbert took fuch notes out of the 
book as he had defired him to do, and immediately left 
the book with Mr. Rough's wife. 

The next night following, the faid Mr. Rough had 
another dream in his fleep, concerning his own trouble. 
The matter whereof was this : he thought in his dream 
that he vpas carried himfelf forcibly to the bifhop, and 
that the bilhop pluckt oft' his beard, and caft it into the 
fire, faying thefe words, Now I may fay I have had a 
piece of an heretic burned in my houfe, and fo accord- 
ingly it came to'pafs. 

Now to return to Cutbert again ; as we have touched 
fomething concerning thefe yifioris, fo now remaineth 
to mention his pains and fufferings upon the rack, and 
othcrwife, like a good Laurence for the congregation's 
fake, as he wrote it with his own hand. 

A true Account boto be -was ufed in the Tower of London, 
being fent thither by the Council, the x^tbDay of 
December. 

N the Thurfday after, I was caBcd into the Ware- 
houfe, before the conftable of the Tower, and the 
7 Q recorder 
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recorder of London, Mr. Cholmley ; they commanded 
me to tell, whom 1 did will to come to the Englifh fer- 
vice. 1 anfwered, I would declare nothing. Where- 
upon I was fet in a rack of iron, the fpace of three 
hours, as I judged. 

Then they afked me if I would tell them. I anfwered 
as before. Then was I loofed, and carried to my lodg- 
ing again. On the Sunday after I was brought into 
the fame place again, before the lieutenant and the 
recorder of London, and-they examined me. As before 
1 had faid, I anfwered. Then the lieutenant did fwear 
by God I fliould tell. Then did they bind my two fore 
fingers together, arid put a fmali arrow betwixt them, 
and drew it through fo faft that the blood followed, and 
the arrow brake. 

Then they racked me twice. Then was I carried to 
my lodging again, and ten days after the lieutenant 
afked me if I would not confefs that which they had 
before alked me. 1 anfwered, I had faid as much as I 
would. Then five weeks after he fent me unto the high 
pricft, where I was greatly a (faulted, arid at whofc hand 
I received the pope's, curfe, for bearing witnefs of the 
rcfurrection of Jefus Chrift. And thus I commend you 
unto God, and to the word of his grace, with all them 
that unfeignedly call upon the name of Jefus, defiring 
God of his cndlefs mercy, through the merits of his 
dear Son Jefus Chrift, to bring us all to his everlafting 
kingdom, Amen. I praife God for his great mercy 
fhewed upon us. Sing Hofanna unto the higheft with 
me Cutbert Symfoii. God forgive me my fins. I afk 
all the world forgivenefs, and I do forgive all the 
•world, and thus I leave this world, in hope of a joyful 
refurrection. - 

A Note o/eUTBERT SYMSON's Patience. 

NOW as touching this Cutbert Symfon, this is fur- 
ther to be noticed, that Bonner in his conliftory, 
fpeaHng of Cutbert Symfon, gave this teftirribriy of 
him there to the people, faying, You fee this man, 
faith he, what a perfonabl* man he is } and after he had 
thus commended his perfon, added moreover, And fur- 
thermore concerning his patience, I fay unto you, that 
if he wtre not an heretic, he is a man of the greateft 
patience that ever yet .came beibreme: for I tell. you, 
he hath been thrice-racked upon one day in the Tower'. 
Alfo in my houfe he hath felt fome-forrow, and yet I 
never faw his patience broken, &c. 

It is thought and faid by fome, that that arrow which 
was grated' between bis fingers, being- tied together, was 
not in the Tower, but in the bifhop's houfe. 

1 he day before this-bleffed deacon and martyr of God, 
Cutbert Symfon, after his painful racking, fhould go to 
his condemnation before Bonner to be burned, being 
in the ftocks in the bifhop's Coat-houfc, he had a very 
ftrange vifiori or apparition, which he himfelf with his 
own mouth declared : to that learned man Mr. Auften, 
to his own wife, and^Thomas Symfon, and to others 
befides, in the prifon of Newgate a little before his 
death. The relation whereof 1 ftand in no little doubt 
•whether to report abroad or not, confidering with my- 
felf the great diverfity of men's judgments, by the read- 
ing of hiftories, and variety qf affections. Some I fee 
will not believe it, feme will deride the fame, fome alfo 
will be offended with fetting forth fuch uncertain things 
of that fort, efteeming all things, to be uncertain and 
incredible which appear any way -ftrange from the 
common order of nature. ■ ■ • 

Others will be perhaps grieved, thinking with them- 
felves, or clfc-thus reafoning with me, that although 
the matter were as' is reported, yet, forafmuch as the 
common error of believing thbfe rafh miracles, fancies, 
vifions, dreams; and apparitions, thereby may be con- 
firmed, it is thought more expedient for the fame to be 
omitted. 

Thefc, and fuch like, will be, I know, the fayings 
of many. Wbercunto I briefly anfwer, granting firft, 
and admitting with the words of Bafil, Not every dream 
is ftraightway a prophefy. Again, neither am I igno- 
rant that the papifts in their books and legends of faints 



have their prodigious vifions and apparations of angels 
of our lady, of Chrift, arid other faints : which as I will 
not admit to be believed as true ; fo will they afk me 
why fhould I require more to be credited by them, than 
their's by us. 

Firft, I write not this, to oblige any man precifely to 
believe the fame, as they do their's, but only report it 
as it hath been heard of perfons known, naming alfo 
the parties who were the hearers hereof, leaving the 
judgment thereof notwithftanding free unto the arbi- 
trament of the reader. Although it is no good argu- 
ment, proceeding from the Angular or particular, to 
the univerfal, to fay that vifions be not true in fome: 
* Ergo, they be true in none. And if any fhall mufe, or 
object again, Why fhould fuch vifions be given to him 
or a few other Angular perfons, more than to all the reft, 
feeing the others were in the fame caufe and quarrel* 
and died alfo martyrs as Well as he? To this, I fay* 
concerning the Lord's times and doings I have 'not to 
meddle "nor make, who may work where and- when it 
pleafeth him. And what if the Lord thought chiefly 
above the others with fingular corifotation to refpect 
him, who is chiefly above the other, and Angularly did 
fufter moft exquifite torments for His fake ? What great 
marvel herein? But, as I faid, of the Lord's fecret times 
I have not to reafon. This only which hath out of the 
man's own mouth been received, fo as I received it of 
the parties, I thought here to communicate to the 
reader, for him to judge thereof as God fhall sule his 
mind. The matter is this. 

The day before Symfon was- condemned, he being in 
the ftocks, Cluney, his keeper, cometh in with the keys 
about nine o'clock at night (after his ufual manner) to 
view his prifon, and fee whether all weresprefent, who 
when he efpied the faid' Cutbert to be there, departed 
again, locking the doors after him. Within two hours 
after, about eleven o'clock toward midnight, the faid 
Cutbert (whether being in a flumber, or being awake I 
cannot fay) "beard one coming in, firft opening the 
outward door, then the fecond, after the third door, 
and fo looking in to the faid Cutbert, having no candle 
or torch that he could fee, but giving a brightnefs and 
light rnoft comfortable and joyful to his heart, faying 
unto him, Ha, and departed again. Who it was he 
could not tell, neither dare I define. This that he faw 
'he himfelf' declared four or five rimes to the faid Mr. 
Auften, and to others. At the fight whereof he received 
fuch joyful comfort, that he alfo expreffed no little fo- 
lacc in telling and declaring the fame. 

A LETTER 
From CUTBERT SYMSON to his Wife, written in the 
Coal-Houfe. 

DEARLY beloved in. the Lord Jefus Chrift, I cannot 
write as 1 do with unto you. 
I befeefeh you with my foul, cothmit yourfclf under 
the mighty hand of our God, trufting in his mercy, and 
he will furely help us, as fhall be moft unto his glory 
and our everlafting comfort, being fure of this, that 
he will fufter nothing to come unto us, but that which 
fhall be profitable for us. 

For it is either a correction for our fins, or a trial of 
our faith, or to fet forth his glory, or for all together, 
and therefore muft needs be well done. For there is 
nothing that cometh jmto us by fortune or chance, but 
by our heavenly Father's providence. And therefore 
pray unto our heavenly Father, that he will ever give us 
his grace to confidcr it. Let us give him moft hearty 
thanks for thefe his fatherly corrections ; for as many as 
heloveth he correctetlv. . And I befecch you now be of 
good cheer, and count the crofs of Chrift greater riches, 
than all the vain pleafurcs of England. 1 do not doubt 
(£ praife God for it), but that you have fupped with 
Chrift at his- Maundy } I mean, believe in him: for that 
is the effect, and then muft you drink of his cup, 1 mean 
his crofs (for that doth the crofs fignify unto us). Take 
the cup with a good ftomach, in the name of God, and 
then fhall you be fure to have the good wine, Chrift's 
blood, to thv poor thirftv foul. And when you have 
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the wine, you, muft drink it out of this cup. Learn- 
this when you come to the' Lord's fupper. In all 
things give thanks. 

in the name of Jefus fhall every knee bow, 

Cutsekt Symson. 



The Martyrdom of HUGH FOXE and JOHN DE- 
VENISH. 

WITH Cutbcrt Symfon likewife were apprehended 
and alfo frittered Hugh Foxe and John Devenifh j 
who being brought unto their examinations with the 
faid Cutbert, before Bonner, bifhop of London, March 
19, had articles and interrogatories miniftered unto 
them by the faid officer. 

The general Anivmrs of CUTBERT SYMSON, HUGH 
FOXE, and JOHN DEVENISH, to the Articles 
propofed to them By the Bifhop. 

TO the firft article they all anfwered affirmatively : 
but John Devenilh added; That that church is 
grounded upon the prophets and apoftles, Chrift being 
the head corner-ftone, and how in that church there is 
the true faith and religion of Chrift. 

To the fecond article they all confeflod and believed, 
That in Chrift's catholic church, there are but two: 
facraments, namely, b.iptifm, and the fupper. of the 
Lord ; otherwife they do not believe the contents of 
this article to.be true in any part thereof. 

To the third, fourth, and fifth articles they all an- 
fwered affirmatively. 

To the lixth article they all anfwered, and denied to 
acknowledge the authority of the fee of Rome to be 
lawful and good, or yet his religion. 

To the feventh article they all anfwered affirmatively, 
that they have and will do ftill while they live; and 
John Devenilh adding thereto, faid that the facramcnt 
of the altar, as it is now ufed, is no facrament at all. 

To the eighth article they all confefled, and believed 
all things above by them acknowledged and declared to 
be trtic, and that they are of the dioccfc of London, and 
jurifdiction of the fame. 

Thefe three above-named perfons, Symfon, Foxe, 
and Devenifh, as they were altogether apprehended at 
Iflington, fo they all three fuffered together in Smith- 
field, about the 28th day of March, in whofc perfect 
conftancy the fame Lord (in whofe caufe arfB quarrel 
they fuffered ) giver of all grace, and governor of all 
things, be exalted for ever. Amen. 



An Account' of the Martyrdom of WILLIAM NI- 
CHOL, of Haverford-Weft, in Wales. 

WE find in all ages from the beginning, that Satan 
hath not ceafed at all times to moleft the church 
of Chrift with one affliction or other, to the trial of their 
faith, but yet never fo apparently at any time to all the 
world, as when the Lord hath permitted him power over 
the bodies of his faints to the fhedding of their blood, 
and perverting of their religion ; for then fleepcth he 
not, I warrant you, from the murdering of the fame, 
unlcfs they will fall down with Ahab and Jezabel to 
worfhip him, and fo kill arid poifon their own fouls 
eternally; as in thefe miferable latter days of queen 
Mary we have felt, heard, and fcen practifed upon 
God's people. Among whom we find recorded an ho- 
ncft poor man, named William Nichol, who was appre- 
hended by the champions of the pope, for fpeaking 
certain words againft the cruel kingdom of Antichrift, 
and on the 9th day of April, 1558, was burnt in Wales, 
ending his life in a moft happy and Wetted ftate, glo- 
rioufly giving his foul into the hands of that God, 
whofe goodnefs be praifed for ever. Amen. 

This William Nichol (as we arc informed) was fo 
ftmple a good foul, that many eftecmed him half foolifh. 
But what he was in that refpect we know not, but this 



we are fure, that he died a good man, and, in a good 
caufe, whatfoever they judge of him. And the more 
fimplicity and feeblenefs of wit appeared in him, the 
more beaftly and wretched doth it declare their cruel 
tyrannical act therein. The Lord give them repentance* 
if it be his Wetted will. Amen, Amen. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of WILLIAM SEA- 
MAN, THOMAS CARMAN, and THOMAS 
HUDSON, at Norwich, in the County of Norfolk. 

IMMEDIATELY after William Nichol, fuccceded in 
that honourable and glorious vocation of martyrdom 
three conftant godly men at Norwich, in Norfolk, who 
were cruelly put to death for the true tcftimony of Jefus 
Chrift, the 19th of May, 1558, whofe names are thefe: 
William Seaman, Thomas Carman, andThomas Hudfon. 

William Seaman was an hulbandman, of the age of 
26 years, dwelling in Mendlefham, in the county of 
Suffolk, who was divers times fought after at the com- 
mand of fir John Tyrrel, knight, and' at laft he himfelf 
fearched his houfe and other places for him; notwith- 
ftanding he fomewhat miffed of his purpofe, God be 
thanked. Then he gave charge to his fervants, Robert 
Baulding and James Clarke, with others, to feek for 
him. They, having no officer, went in the evening 
to his houfe, he being at home, took him and car- 
ried him to their matter, fir John Tyrrel. This Bauld- 
ing being Seaman's near neighbour, and one whom 
Seaman trufted as an extraordinary friend, notwith- 
ftanding, to do his matter a pleafurc, now became an 
enemy to his chief friend, and was one of the bufieft 
in the taking of him. And as they were going to carry 
him to their matter, fir John Tyrrel, in the night, it is 
credibly reported that there fell a light between them 
out of the elements, and parted them, this Baulding 
being in company with the reft when the light fell s 
and although he was then in the prime of his age, yet 
after that time never enjoyed a good day, but pined 
away even unto death. 

Well, for all that Arrange fight (as I faid), they car- 
ried him to their matter. Who, when he came, afked 
him why he would not go to mafs, and receive the fa- 
crament, and fo worfhip it? To which William Sea- 
man anfwered (denying it to be a facrament) and faid, 
It was an idol, and that he would not receive it. After 
which words fir John Tyrrel fent him to Norwich, to 
Hopton, then bifhop, and there after conference and 
examination had with him, the bifhop read his bloody 
fentence of condemnation againft him ; and afterwards 
delivered him to the fecular power, who kept him till 
the day of martyrdom. 

The faid William Seaman left behind him, when he 
died, a wife and three children very young; and with 
the faid young children his wife was perfecuted out of 
the faid town of Mendlefham, becaufe fhe would not 
go to hear mafs, and all her corn and goods feized and 
taken away, by Mr. Chriftopher Cole's officers, he being 
lord of the faid town. 

Thomas Carman, (who, as is faid, pledged Richard 
Crafhfield at his burning, and thereupon was appre- 
hended), being prifoner in Norwich, was one time with 
the reft examined and brought before the faid bifhop, 
who anfwered no lefs in his Matter's caufe than the 
others; and therefore had the like reward that the others 
had, which was the bifhop's bloody bleffing of con- 
demnation, and delivered to the fecular power, who 
kept him with the others until the day of flaughter, 
which was not long after. 

Thomas Hudfon was of Ailefham, in Norfolk, by his 
occupation a glover, a very honcft poor man, having 
a wife and three children, labouring always truly and 
diligently in his vocation, being thirty years of age, and 
bearing fo good a will to the gofpel, that he in the days 
of king Edward the Sixth, two years before queen 
Mary's reign learned to read Englifh of Antony and 
Thomas Norgatc, of thc^famc tow n, wherein he greatly 
profited about the "time of the alteration of religion: 
for 
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. for when queen. Mary came to reign, .and had changed 
■- ithe ferviceof the. church, putting in. for wheat,, chaff 
• and;darnel, and for . good preaching.-blafphemous crying 
.outugainft truth and.godlinefs ;%hethenavoiding all 
. .xheir ceremonies of; Supcr£Urion,.abSented himfelf from 
his hoiifc, and. went into.Suffolk.a long time, and there 
remained travelling from one place to another, as occa- 
sion offered. At luft he returned back to his houfe at 
Aitciham, to comfort his wife and children, being heavy 
and troublefome with his abfence. k 
■ Now. when he came home, and perceived his conti- 
nuance there would be dangerous, he and his wife de-; 
vifed to make him a place among his faggots to hide; 
himfelf in, where he. rcmained.all the day reading and : 
. pray i ng continual ly,. tor the Space of half a year, and Ijis 
/wife, like, an. honcl't woman, being careful for him, ufed 
.herfejfjjfaUhfuliy and. diligently towards him. 

i^n the. mean time, came the y icar of the town (who 
'a * ueof ut bifl oj diip-iii ,itsa« iLtdm i) 
.and inquired of Thomas Hudfon 's wife for her h.ufband. 
: Unto .whom flic anfwered, as norknowing where he was. 
Thai the fa.id Berry waxed,angr.y,an,d threatened to burn 
hcr.becaufe She would not tell .where, her- hufband was. 
A tj cr • hat ,\\ hen Hudfpn unclei flood it, he . grew every 
/day. more .zealous, than, before, and continually read and 
; fungpfajms, the peoj5le ; c;penl^.reforting to him, to hear 
his^cxhortations-and prayers. 

At laU he walked abroad for -certain days openly in 
the town, ^lying^out continually sgainft the mafs and 
^11. their .trumpery, and in, the end ; cqming home to his 
hpufe, he fat him down, having his, book by him, read- 
ing and Singing pfenis continually , without ceafing, for 
three. days and three njghts^tpget her, to the great won- 
der pf. many, i 

Then qne John. Crouch, his. next neighbour, went to 
the constables, Robert Mai fham and Robert Lawes, in 
the night, to certify them thereof: fqrjierry cpmmanded 
openly to watch for him, and the cpnftables understand- 
ing the fame, went tp catch him at break of day, the 
?ad . of April, 1558. 

And when Hudfon Saw them come in, he Said, Now 
mine hour is come : wclcpme friends, welcome. Ypu 
be they that (hall lead me tp.life in-Chri.il. I thank 
,Gpd for it, and the Lord enable me thereto for his 
mercy '_s fake. Then they took him and led him to 
Berry, the cpmmifiary, who was vicar of the town, and 
the faid Berry afked him, firft, Where he kept his 
church for four years before ? To which the faid Hud- 
fon anfwered thus, Wherefoeyer he .was, there was the 
church. 

Dpft thou not believe, faid Berry, in the facrameat 
of the altar ? What is it ? 

Hudjon. It is worms meat: my belief is in Chrift 
crucified. 

Berry. Dpft thou not believe the mafs to put away 

fins ? 

Hudfon. No, (God forbjd ; it is a patched monfter, 
and a difguifed puppet, more tedious a piecing than 
ever was Solomon's temple. <- 

At which words Berry Stamped, fumed, and fliewed 
himfelf as a madman, and faid, Well, thou villain, thpu: 
I will write to the bilhpp, my gpod lord, and truft unto 
it, thou fhalt be handled according to thy deferts. O, 
fir, faid Hudfon, there is no Lprd but Gpd, though 
there be many fords and many gp.ds. With that Berry 
thruft him back with his hand. And one Richard 
Cliffar, Standing by, faid, I pray you, fir, be goad to 
the ppor man. At which words Berry was more mad 
than before, and wpuld have had Cliffar bound in a 
recognizance of forty ppunds for his gpod behaviour 
both in word and deed ; but his defire took no effedl. 
Then he afked Hudfon whether he would recant, or 
not: to which Hudfon anfwered, The Lord forbid ! I 
had rather die many deaths than do fo. 

Then after long talk, the faid Berry, feeing it to no 
purpofe to perfuade him, took his pen and ink, and 
wrote letters to the bilhop thereof, and fent this Hudfon 
to Norwich, bound like a thief, to him, which wag eight 



month in prifon, where he Spent his time in reading and 
invocating the name of God. fa 

Thefe three chriftians and conflant martyrs, William 
Seaman, Thomas Carman,- and Thomas Hudfon, a ft er 
they. were,-(as . you have heard) condemned the 19th dav 
of May, 1558, were carried out of prifon to the place 
where they Should Suffer, which was without Bifhopfeate 
at Norwich, called Lollard's Pit. And being all there' 
they made, their humble petitions to the Lord. That 
being done, they arofe and went to the flake, and ftand- 
ing all there with their chains about them, immediately 
Thomas Hudfon came forth from them under the chain 
to the.great furprife of all the fpeclators ; manydoubted 
his conftancy, Searing he mould recant , others thought 
he wanted a reprieve for further cpnference ; and Some 
imagined he came Sprth tp afk his parents blefling. J n 
the midft of this confufion his twp companions at the 
Stake did all they. could to comSort and encourage him, 
exhorting him in the bowels oS Chrift to be of good 
cheer, &c. But alas ! he Selt more in his confeience 
than they could conceive, for he was encompafied with 
intolerable grief of mind, not for fear of death, but for 
lack of an inward fcnfible feeling of: the fove of his Sa- 
viour: and therefore, being very careful, he humbly fell 
upon his knees, and vehemently prayed to God, who at 
laft (according to his old mercies) Sent him comfort; 
and ■ then he aroSe in extacy of joy, as a new man 
changed even from death to life, and faid, Now I 
thank God I am (trong, and care not what man can do 
tinto me. So going again to his companions at the 
flake, they all fuffcred death moil joyfully, conftantly, 
and manfully together, to the terror of *the wicked, the 
comfort of good people, and the glory of God, whofe 
name be praifed for ever. Amen. 

After this, the aforefaid cpmmiffary Berry made a 
great ftir abput others who were SuSpedled in the town 
pf Ailefham, and caufed twp hundred to creep to the 
crofs at Pentecoft, befides other punifhments which 
they fuftaincd. 

Qna time this Berry gave a poor man of his parifii 
of Marlham a blow with a flail, for a word's fpcaking, 
that Drcfcntly thereon he died ; and it is reported that 
I Berry held up his hand at the bar for the 

At another time one Alice Oxes, of the fame parifh, 
came to his houfe, and going into the hall he met her, 
and, being in an ill humour, ftruck her with his fill, 
whereupon (he was fain to be carried home, and the 
next day was found dead in her chamber. 

The number of whprcs and concubines he had is in- 
credible to all, but tbofe who lived near him. He was 
rich, and of great authority, and as great a reprobate, 
perfecuting the gofpel, and .compelling men to idolatry; 
he burnt all the good books he could lay hands on, and 
divorced many men and women for religion. 

When he heaid that queen Mary was dead, and the 
glory pf her triumph quelled, the Sunday after (being 
the 19th of November, 1558) he made a great feafl, and 
had one of his concubines there, with whom he was in 
his chamber after dinner until even-Song. Then went 
tp church, where he had miniflered baptiSm, and in his 
return from even-fong, between the church-yard and 
hi? houfe, being but a little Space (about the breadth of 
a church-yard) he fell down Suddenly to the ground 
with a groan, and never ftirred after, neither (hewed 
any one token of repentance. And thofe that had his 
great riches fince his death have fo confumed them, 
that they be poorer now than they \yere before they 
had them. 

Now let the reader obferve the difference between 
the end of a martyr, and the end of a perfecutpr. 

Abput this time Joan Seaman, mother to the afore- 
faid William Seaman, being of the age of 66 years, was 
perfecutcd by the faid fir John Tyrrel alfo, becaufe flic 
would not go to mafs and receive againll her confeience ! 
which good old woman being from her houfe, was glad 
Sometime to lie in bulhes, groves, and fields, and Some- 
times in her neighbour's houfe when She could. And her 
huiband being at home, about 80 years old, Sell Sick; 
and (he hearing thereof, with Speed returned home to her 
houfe 
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houfe again, not regarding her life, but cbnfidering her 
duty, and fhewed her diligence to her hufttand mod 
faithfully; till God took him away by death. Then by 
God's providence flic fell lick alio, and died in her own 
houfe loon after. When one Mr. Symonds, the cbm- 
miflary, heard of it, he (dwelling in a town hard by* 
called Thorndon) commanded that fhe mould not have 
christian burial (as they termed it), and her friends were 
compelled to lay her in a pit under a moat's fide. Her 
hulband and Ihe kept a good houfe, and had a good re- 
port amongrt their neighbours, willing always to receive 
ltrangers, and to comfort the poor and lick, and lived 
together in the holy cltate of matrimony very honeftly 
above forty years j and Ihe departed this life willingly 
and joyfully, with a ftedfaft faith and a good remem- 
brance of God's promife in Jcfus Chrift. 

A woman, called Mother liennet, a widow, who lived 
in the town of Wetherfet, near Mendlelham, was perfe- 
cted out of the town for not going to mafs, but at laft 
flic returned home again fecretly to her houfe, and there 
departed this life joyfully. But fir John Tyrrel, and 
Mr. Symonds, the commifiary, would not let her be 
buried in the church-yard. So Ihe was laid in a grave 
by the highway fide. 
' This good old woman met one of mother Seaman's 
neighbours, and afked her how mother Seaman did ; 
and the neighbour anfwered, that (he did very well, God 
be thanked. O, faid mother Bennet, mother Seaman 
hath ftepped a great ftep before me ; for flie was never 
covetous, that I could perceive. 

tier hufband in his mirth would fay unto her, O wo- 
man, if thou wert fparing, thou rriightcft have faved me 
an hundred marks more than thou haft. To which fhe 
would gently anfwer, O man, be content, and let us be 
thankful, for God hath given us enough,- if we can fee 
it. Alas, good hufband, would Ihe fay, 1 tell you truth, 
1 cannot firkin up my butter, and keep my cheefe in the 
Chamber, waiting for a great price, and let the poor 
want, and fo difpleafe God. But, hufband, let us be 
rich in good works, and fo ihall we pleafe the Lord, 
and have all good things given us, &c. 

In the month of May likewife, William Harris, Ri- 
chard Day, and Chriftian George, fuffered at Colchcfter, 
and there joyfully and fervently made their prayers to 
God. ' 

And being fettled at the ftake, and chained to the 
polls, with the fire flaming fiercely round about them, 
they, like conftant ch'riftians, triumphantly praifed God 
within- the fame, and offered up their bodies a lively 
facrifice unto his holy Majefty, in whofe habitation 
they have now their everlafting tabernacles : his name 
. be therefore praifed for evermore. Amen. 

The faid Chriftian George's hufband had another 
wife burnt before this Chriftian, whofe name was Agnes 
George, who fuffered as you have heard,, at Stratford 
the Bow. And after the death of the faid Chriftian, he 
married an honeft godly woman again, and fo they both 
(1 mean the faid Richard George and his laft wife) in 
the end were taken alfo, and laid in prifon, where they I 
remained till the death of queen Mary, and at laft were 
delivered by our moft gracious fovereign lady queen 
Elizabeth. 

In the month of June came out a proclamation from 
the king and queen, againft wholcfome and godly books, 
which under the falfe title of hercfy and fedition were 
wrongfully condemned in the faid proclamation, which 
here follows. 

By the King and Queen. 

WHEREAS divers books, filled both with hercfy, 
fedition, and treafon, have of late, and be daily 
brought into this realm out of foreign countries and 
places beyond the feas, and fomc alfo covertly printed 
within this realm, and caft abroad in fundry parts 
thereof, whereby not only God is difhonoured, but alfo 
an encouragement given to difobcy lawful princes and 
governors : the king and queen's majefties, for rcdrefs 
hereof, do by this their prefent proclamation declare 
and publifti to all their loving fubjects, that whofoever 
No. 54. 



(hall, after the proclaiming hereof, be found to have 
any of the faid wicked and feditious 'books, or finding 
them do not forthwith burn the fame; without fhewing 
or reading the fame to : any other pcrfon, fhall in that 
cafe be reputed and taken as a rebel, and fhall without 
delay be executed for that offence, according to the 
order of martial law. 

Given at our manor of St. James's, June the fixth. 

JOHN CAWOOD, Printer. 



The Apprehenfion of certain godly Men and Women* 
praying together in the Fields - about Iflington. 

SECRETLY in a back clofe in a field by iflington, 
were gathered together a company of innocent 
perfons, to the number of forty men and women. Who 
there fitting together at prayer, and virtuoufly occupied 
in the rrieditation of . God's holy word, firft cometh a 
certain man to them unknown, who looking over unto 
them, flayed and faluted them, faying; that they looked 
like men that meant no hurt. Then one of the faid 
company afked the man if he could tell whofe clofe 
that was, and whether they might be fo bold to fit there. 
Yea, faid he, becaufe ye feem to be fuch perfons as in- 
tend no harm ; and fo departed. Within a quarter of 
an hour after, came the conftable of Iflington, named 
King, with fix or feven more, one with a bow, anothei 
with a bill, and the reft with weapons. Six or feven of 
this company were left behind in a private place, to 
be ready in cafe they were wanted, while the conftable, 
and one with him went before to view them ; they both 
went amongft them, looking and viewing what they 
were doing, and what books they had : and fo going a 
little forward, and returning back again, ordered them 
to deliver their books. They underftanding that he was 
a conftable, refufed not fo to do. Then came up the 
reft of their fellows before-mentioned, who. bade them 
ftand and not depart. They anfwered again, they 
would be obedient and ready to go whitherfoever they 
would have them, and they were firft carried to a 
brevvhoufe at a fmall diftance, while fome of the com- 
pany went to the neareft juftice; but he being, not at 
home, they were carried before fir Roger Chojmley. 
In the mean time fome of the women efcaped away 
from them, fome in the clofe where they fat, and others 
before they came to the brewhoufe. For fb they were 
carried, ten with one man, eight with another, with 
fome more, with others lefs, in fuch a manner as it was 
not hard for them to efcape that would. In fine, they 
that were carried to fir Roger Cholmley, were twenty- 
feven, and fir Roger and the recorder taking their' 
names in a bill, and calling them one by one, fo many 
as anfwered to their names he fent to Newgate, which 
were twenty-two out of twenty-feven. They continued 
in prifon feven weeks; and before they were examined, 
word was fent by Alexander, the keeper, that if they 
would hear a mafs, they fliould all be delivered, but 
thirteen of them were burnt, feven in Smithfield, and 
fix at Brentford ; two died in prifon, and the other 
feven, with much trouble (through God's providence) 
efcaped death. Their names were thefe : 

JohnWilles, Hudleys, 

Thomas Hinfhaw, T. Coaft, haberdaflier, 

R. Baily, woolpacker, Roger Sandy. 
Robert Willcs, 

The names of the feven martyrs that were appre- 
hended amongft others, in the clofe at Iflington, and 
afterwards burnt in Smithfield, were as follows; 

Henry Pond, John Floyd, 

Rainol Eaftland, John Holiday, 

Robert Southam, Roger Holland. 
Matthew Ricarby, 

Thefe feven godly men had feveral articles admini- 
ftered to them by bifhop Bonner, in the ufual form ; 
to which they returned their anfwers, and abfolutely 
refuting to acknowledge the doctrine of the Romifh' 
7 R church, 
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churchy were altogether condemned, the fentence being 
read againft them, and fo all feven by fecular magif- 
trates being fent to Newgate the 17th of June, not 
long after, about the 27th of the {aid month were 
brought to Smithfield, and there ended their lives in 
the glorious caufe of Chrift's gofpel. Their particular 
examinations never came to our hands, except only 
thofe of Roger Holland, which here follow in the order 
and manner as we have received them by the informa- 
tion of l'ome that were prefent at the fame. 

The Examination and Condemnation of ROGER 
HOLLAND. 

THIS Roger Holland, a merchant-taylor of Lon- 
don, was firft an apprentice with one Mr. Kemp- 
ton, at the Black Boy in Watling-ftrect, where he ferved 
his apprenticefhip with much trouble to his mailer, in 
breaking him of the licentious liberty which he had 
before been trained and brought up in, giving himfelf 
to riot , as dancing, fencing, gaming, banquetting, 
and wanton company ; and befides all this, being a 
ftubborn and an obftinate papift, far unlike to come to 
any fuch end as God called him unto. 

His matter, notwithstanding his lewdnefs, trufted 
him with his accompts ; and on a time he received the 
fum of thirty pounds for his matter, and falling into ill 
company, loft every groat at dice, being paft all hope 
which way to anfwer it, and therefore he purpofed to 
convey himfelf beyond the feas, either into France or 
Flanders. 

Having determined with himfelf thus to do, he called 
betimes in the morning on a fervant in the houfe, an 
ancient and difcrcet maid, whofe name was Elizabeth, 
who profeffed the gofpel, with a life agreeing unto the 
fame, and at all times much rebuking the wilful and 
obftinate papiftry, as alfo the licentious living of this 
Roger Holland. To whom he faid, Elizabeth, I would 
I had followed thy gentle perfuafions and friendly re- 
bukes; which if I bad done, I had never come to this 
fhame and mifery which I am now fallen into; for this 
night 1 have loft thirty pounds of my matter's money, 
which to pay him and to make up mine accounts I am 
not able. But this much, I pray you, defire my mif- 
trefs, that fhe would entreat my mafter to take this 
note of my hand, that I am thus much indebted to 
him; and if I am ever able, I will fee him paid, de- 
firing him that the matter may pafs with filencc, and 
that norie of my kindred and friends may ever under- 
ftand this my lewd part : for if it fhould come to my 
father's ears, it would bring his grey hairs with forrow 
to the grave ; and fo was he departing. 

The maid confidering that it might be his utter ruin, 
Stay, faid flie; and having'a fum of money by her,which 
was left her by a kinfman at his death, who was thought 
to be Dr. Redman, (lie brought unto him thirty pounds, 
faying, Roger, here is thus much money, I will let thee 
have it, and I will keep this note. But fince I do thus 
much for thee, to help thee, and to fave thy honefty, 
thou fhalt promife me to refufe all lewd and wild com- 
pany, all fwearing and ribaldry talk ; and if ever I 
know thee to play one twelvepence at either dice 
cards, then will I fhew this thy note unto my mafter." 
And furthermore thou (halt promife me to refort every 
day to the le&ure at All-hallows, and the fermon at St. 
Paul's every Sunday, and to caft away all thy books of 
popery and vain ballads, and get thee the Teftament 
and book of fervice, and read the fcriptures with reve- 
rence and fear, calling unto God ftill for his grace to 
direel thee in his truth. And pray fervently to God, 
defiring him to pardon thy former offences, and not to 
remember the fins of thy youth ; and ever be afraid to 
break his laws, or offend his majefty. Then (hall God 
keep thee, and fend thee thy heart's defire. 

After this time,within one half year God had wrought 
fuch a change in this man, that he was become an ear- 
ned profeffor of the truth, and detefted all pdpery and 
ill company; fo that he was in admiration to all them 
, that had known him, and feen his former life and wick- 
ednefs. 



[Q.Mary.. A.D . 1558. 

Then he repaired to his father in Lancafliire and 
brought divers good books with him, and bellowed 
them among his friends, fo that his father and others 
began to tafte the fweetnefs of the gofpel, and to de- 
tell the mafs, idolatry, and fuperftition ; "and in the 
end his father gave him fifty pounds to begin the world 
withal. 

Then he came to London again, and went to the 
maid that lent him the money to pay his mafter withal 
and faid unto her, Elizabeth, here is thy money I bor- 
rowed of thee, and for the friendfhip, good will, and 
good council I have received at thy hands, to re'eem- 
pence thee I am not able, otherwise than by makin<* 
thee my wife ; and foon after they were married, which 
was in the firft year of queen Mary. And having a 
child by her, he caufed Mr. Rofe to baptize it in his 
own houfe. Notwithftanding he was betrayed to the 
enemies, and he being gone into the country to con- 
vey the child away, that the papifts fhould not have it 
in their anointing hands, Bonner caufed his goods to 
be feized on, and moft cruelly ufed his wife. 

After this he remained clo'fely.in the city, and in 
the country, in the congregations of the faithful, until 
the laft year of queen Mary. Then he with the fix 
others before-named, were taken in, or not far from 
St. John's Wood, and fo brought to Newgate upon 
May-day in the morning, 1558. 

- Then being called before the bifhop,Dr. Chedfey, 
both the Harpsficlds, and certain others, after many 
other fair and crafty perfuafions of Dr. Chedfey, to 
allure him to their Babylonical church ; thus the bi- 
fhop began with him. 

Holland, I for my part do wifh well unto thee, and 
the more for thy friend's fake. And as Dr. Standifu 
telleth me, you and he were both born in one parifh, 
and he knoweth your father to be a very honed catho- 
lic gentleman : and Mr. Doftor told me that he talked 
with you a year ago ; and found you very wilfully ad- 
dicted to your own conceit. Divers of the city alfo 
have fhewed me of you, that you. have been a great 
procurer of men's fervants to be of your religion, and 
to come to your congregations ; but fince you be now 
in the danger of the law, I would wifh you to aft a wile 
man's part: fo fhall you not want any favour I can do 
or procure for you, both for our own'fake.and alfo for 
your friends, who are men of worfhip and credit, and 
wifh you well, and by my troth, Roger, fo do I. 

Then faid Mr. Egleftone, a gentleman of Lancafhire, 
and near kinfman to Roger, being there prefent, I thank 
your good lordfhip; your honour meaneth good unto 
my coufin, I befeech God he have the grace to follow 
your counfel. 

Holland. Sir, you crave of God you know npt 
what. 1 befeech God to open your eyes to fee the 
light of his word. 

Egleftone. Roger, hold your peace, left you fare 
the worfe at my lord's hands. 

Holland. No, I fhall fare as it pleafeth God, for 
man can-do no more than God doth permit him. 

Then the bifhop and the doftors, with Johnfon, the 
regifter, catling their heads together, in the end faith 
Johnfon, Roger, how faycfl thou ? wilt thou fubmit 
thy felf unto my lord, before thou be entered into the 
book of contempt ? 

Holland. I never meant but to fubmit myfelf unto 
the magiftrates, as 1 learn of St. Paul to the Romans, 
chap. xiii. and fo he recited the text. 

Chedfey. Then I fee you are no anabaptift. 
Holland. I mean not yet to be a papift ; for they 
and the anabaptilts agree in -this point, not to fubmit 
themfelves to any other prince or magiftrate, than thofe 
that mult firft be fworn to maintain them and their 

Chedfey. Roger, remember what I have faid, and 
alfo what my lord hath promifed he will perform with 
further friendfhip. Take heed, Roger, for your ripc- 
nefs of wit hath brought you into thefc errors. 

Holland. Mr. Doctor,' I have yet your words in 
memory, though they arc of no fuch force to prevail 
with me. 

Then 



qM a r y. A.P.1558,1 The Second Examination of Mr. "ROGER HOLLAND. 



643 



Then they whifpered together again, and at laft Bonner 
faid, Roger, 1 perceive thou wilt not be ruled by good 
co'unfel, tor any thing that either I or your friends can fay. 

Holland. I may fay to you, my lord, as St. Paul faid to 
Felix and to the Jews, as doth appear in the 22d of the 
Ads, and in the 15th of the firft epiftle to the Corin- 
thians. It is not unknown unto my mafter to whom I 
was apprentice withal, that I was of your blind religion 
that now is taught, and therein did obftinatelyand wil- 
fully remain, until the latter end of kingEdward.in man- 
ner, having that liberty under your auricular confeffion, 
that 1 made no conference of fin, but trufted- in the 
prieft's abfolution, he for money doing alfo fome pe- 
nance for me: which after I had given, I cared no fur- 
ther what offences I did, no more than he minded after 
he had my money, whether he tafted bread and water for 
me, or no: fo that lechery, fwearing, and all other vices, 
I accounted no offence of danger; fo long as I could for 
money have them abfolved. So ftraitly did I obferve 
your rules of religion, that I would have afhes upon Alh 
Wednefday, though 1 had ufed ever fo much wickednefs 
at night. And albeit I could not of confcicnce eat flefh 
upon the Friday, yet in fwearing, drinking, or dicing 
all the night long, I made no confeience at all. And 
thus I was brought up, and herein I have continued till 
■ bow of late, that God hath opened the light of his word,' 
and called me by his grace to repentance of my former 
idolatry and wicked life ; for in Lancafhire their blind- 
nel's and whoredom is much more than may with chafte 
ears be heard. Yet thefe my friends, which are not clear 
in thefe notable crimes, think the prieft with his mafs can 
fave them, though they blafpheme God, and keep con- 
cubines befides their wives, as long as they live. Yea, I 
know fome priefts very devout, my lord, yet fuch as have 
fix or feven children by four or rive fundry women. 

Mr. Doctor, now to your antiquity, unity, and uni- 
verfality, (for thefe Dr. Chedfey alledgcd as notes and 
tokens of their religion ) I am unlearned. I have no fo- 
phiftry to fliift my rcafons withal ; but the truth I fruft 
i have, which needeth no painted colours to fet her 
forth. The antiquity of our church is not from pope 
Nicholas, or pope Joan, but our church is from the be- 
ginning, even from the time that God faid unto Adam, 
that the feed of the woman fhould break the ferpent's 
head ; and fo to faithful Noah, to Abraham, to lfaac, and 
Jacob, to- whom it was promifed, that their feed fhould 
multiply as the ftars in the fky ; and fo to Mofes, David, 
and all the holy fathers that were from the beginning 
unto the birth of our Saviour Chrift. All they that be- 
lieved thefe promifes were of the church, though their 
number were oftentimes, but few and fmall, as in Elias's 
d;.ys, when he thought there was none but he that had 
not bowed their knees to Baal, when God had referved 
feven thoufand that never had bowed their knees to that 
idol : as I truft there be feven hundred thoufand more 
than I know of, that have not bowed their knees to the 
idol your mafs, and your god Mdozim; the upholding 
whereof is your bloody cruelty, while you daily perfecute 
Elias and the fervants of God, forcing them (as Daniel 
was in his chamber) clofely to ferve the Lord their God ; 
and even as we by this your cruelty are forced in the 
fields to pray unto God, that his holy word may be once 
again truly preached amongft us, and that he would 
mitigate and fhorten thefe idolatrous and bloody days, 
wherein all cruelty reigneth. Moreover, of our church 
have been the apofiles and evangelifts, the martyrs and 
confeffors of Chrift, that have at all times and in all 
ages been perfecutcd for the teftimony of the word of 
God. But for the upholding of your church and reli- 
gion, What antiquity can you fliew? Yea, the mafs, that 
idol and chief pillar of your religion, is not yet four 
hundred years old, and fome of your maffes are younger, 
as that of St. Thomas Beckct, the traitor, wherein you 
pray, That you may be faved by the blood of St. Tho- 
mas. And as for your Latin fcrvice, what are we of the 
laity the better for it? I think he that fhould hear your 
priefts mumble up their fcrvice, although he did well 
undcrftand Latin, yet fhould he underftand few words 
thereof, the priefts do fo champ them and chew them, 
and poft fo fair, that they neither underftand what they 
fay, nor they that hear them ; and in the mean timr ' 



people, when they fhould pray with the prieft, are fee 
to their beads to pray our lady's pfalter. So crafty is 
Satan to devife thefe his dreams (which you defend with 
feggot and fire), to quench the light of the word of 
God ; which, as David faith, fhould be a lanthorn to 
our feet. And again, whtrein fhall a young man direct 
his ways, but by the word of God ? And yet you will 
hide it from us in a tongue unknown. St. Paul had 
rather have five words fpoken with underftanding, than, 
ten thoufand in an unknown tongue; and yet will you have 
our Latin fervice and praying in a ftrange tongue, 
hereof the people are utterly ignorant, to be of fuch 
antiquity? * > 

The Greek church, and a good part of Chriftendom 
befides, never received your fervice in an unknown 
tongue, but in their own natural language, which all 
the people underftand, neither yet your tranfubftantia- 
tion, your receiving in one. kind, your purgatory, your 
images, &c. 

As for the unity that is in your church, what is it 
elfe but treafon, murder, poifoning one another, idola- 
try, fuperftition, and wickednefs ? What unity was in 
your church, when there were three popes at once? 
Where was your head of unity when you had a woman 
pope ? Here he was interrupted, and could not be fuf- 
fered to proceed. 

The bifhop then faid, Roger, thefe thy words are 
downright blafphemy, and by the means of thy friends 
thou halt been fuffered to fpeak, and art over malapert 
to teach any here. Therefore, keeper, take him away. 

The fecond Examination of ROGER HOLLAND. 

npHE day that Henry Pond and the reft were brought 
JL forth to be again examined, Dr. Chedfey faid, 
Roger, I truft you have now better confidered of the 
church than you did before. 

Holland. I confider thus much : that out of the 
church there is no falvation, as divers ancient doctors 
fay. 

Bonner. That is well faid. Mr. Egleftone, I truft 
your kinfman will be a good catholic man. But, -Roger, 
you mean, I truft, the church of Rome. 

Holland. I mean that church which hath Chrift for 
her head : which alfo hath his word and his facraments 
according to his word and inftitution. 

Then Chedfey interrupted him, and faid, Is that a 
Teftamcnt you have in your hand ? 

Holland. Yea, Mr. Doctor, it is a New Teftamcnt. 
You will find no fault with the tranflation (I think). 
It is your own tranflation ; it is according to the great 
Bible. 

Bonner. How fay you ? How do you know that it is 
the Teftamcnt of Chrift, but only by the church ? For 
the church of Rome hath and doth preferve it, and out 
of the fame hath made decrees, ordinances, and true 
cxpofitions. 

No (faith Roger), the church of Rome hath and doth 
fupprefs the reading of the Teftament. And what a 
true expofition, 1 pray you, did the pope make thereof, 
when he fet his foot on the emperor's neck, and faid, 
" Thou fhalt walk upon the lion and the afp ; the young 
lion and the dragon fhalt thou tread under thy foot," 
Pfalm xci. 

Then faid the bifhop, Such unlearned wild heads as 
thou and others, would be expefitors of the fcripture. 
Would you then the ancient learned (as there are fome 
here as well as I) fhould be taught of you ? 

Holland. Youth dclighteth in vanity. My wildnefs 
hath been fomewhat the more by your doctrine, than 
ever I learned out of this book of God. But (my lord) 
I fuppofe fome old doctors fay, if a poor layman bring 
his reafon and argument out of the word of God; he is 
to be credited before the learned, though they be ever 
fuch great doctors. For the gift of knowledge was taken 
from the learned doctors, and given to poor fifhermen. 
Notwithftanding, I am ready to be inftructed by the 

* Borne): That is very well faid, Roger. But you 
muft underftand that the church of Rome is the catho- 
lic 
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lie church. Roger, for thy friend's fake (I promife 
thee) I with thee well, and I mean to do thee good. 
Keeper,, fee he want nothing. Roger, if thou lackeft 
any money to pleafure thee, I wilt fee thou (halt not 
want. This he fpake unto htm alone, his companions 
being apart, with many other fair promifes, and fo he 
was lent to'prifon again. 

The lajl Examination of ROGER HOLLAND. 

THE laft examination of Roger Holland was, when 
he with his fellow-prifoners were brought into 
the confiftory, and there all excommunicated except 
Roger, and ready to have their fentence of judgment 
given, whh many threatening words to affright them 
withal : the lord Strange, fir Thomas Jarret, M. Egte- 
ftone, 'efq; and divers others of worfhip, both of Che- 
fliire and Lancafhire, that were Roger Holland's kinf- 
mcn and friends, being there prefent, who had been 
earneft fuitors to the bifhop in his favour, hoping for 
his fafety of life. Now the bifhop hoping yet to win 
him witli his fair and flattering words, began after this 

Bonner. Roger, I have divers times called thee be- 
fore me at my own houfe, and have conferred with thee, 
and being not learned in the Latin tongue, it doth ap- 
pear 'unto me that thou haft a good memory, and very 
fenfible in talk, but fomething over hafty, which is a 
natural impediment incident to fome men. And furely 
they arc not the worft natured men. For I myfelf am 
now and then too hafty, but mine anger is foon over. 
So, Roger, furely I have a good opinion of you, that 
you will not with thefe fellows caft yourfelf headlong 
from the church of your parents and your friends that 
are here, very good catholics (as it isreported unto me). 
And as I mean thee good, fo, Roger, play the wife man's 
part, and cb'me home with the loft fon, and fay, I have 
run into the church of fchifmatics and heretics, from 
the catholic church of Rome j and you (hall, I warrant 
you, riot only find favour at God's hands, but the church 
that hath authority fliall abfolve you, and put new gar- 
ments upon you, and kill the fading to make thee good 
cheer withal, that is, in fo doing, as meat doth refrefh 
and cherifh the mind, fo fhalt thou find as much quiet- 
nefs of confeience in coming home to the church, as 
did the hungry fon .that had been fed before with the 
hogs, as you have done with thefe heretics that fever 
themfelves from the church. I give them a homely 
name, but they be worfe (putting his hand to his cap 
out of reverence) than hogs: for they know the church, 
arid will not follow it. If I (liould fay thus much to a 
Turk, he would (I think) believe me. But, Roger, 
if I did not bear thee and thy friends good will, I 
would not have faid fo much as I have done, but I 
would have let mine ordinary alone with you. 

At thefe words his friends there prefent thanked the 
bifhop for his good will, and for the pains he had taken 
in his and their behalf. 

Then the bifhop proceeded, faying, Well, Roger, 
how fay you ? Do you not believe, that after the prieft 
hath fpoken the words of confecration, there remaineth 
the body of Chrift reallyandcorporally.undertheforms 
of bread and wine ? I mean the felf-fame body as was 
born of the Virgin Mary, that was crucified upon the 
crofs, that rofe again the third day. 

Holland. Your lordfhip faith, the fame body which 
was born of the Virgin Mary, which was crucified upon 
the crofs, which rofe again the third day: but you leave 
out,whichafcended rntoheaven; and the fcripture faith, 
he fhall there remain until he come to judge the quick 
and the dead. Then he isnot contained under the forms 
of bread and wine, by Hoc eft corpus meum, Sec. 

Bonner. Roger, I perceive my pains and good will 
will not prevail, and if I fhould argue with thee, thou 
art fo wilful (as all thy fellows be, Handing in thine 
own Angularity and foolifh conceit), that thou wouldft 
(till talk to no purpofe this feven years, if thou mighteft 
be fuftcrcd. Anf'wer whether thou wilt cohfefs the 
real and corporal prefence of Chrift's body in the 
facrament, or wilt not? 



Holland. ' My lord, although God by his fufferance 
hath here placed you, to fet forth his truth and glory 
in us his faithful fdrvants, notwithftanding your mean-i 
ing is Far from the zeal of Chrift ; and for all your 
words, you have the fame zeal that Annas and Caiaphas 
had, trufting to their authority, traditions, and cere- 
monies, more than to the word of God. . 

Bonner. If I fhould fuffer him, he would fall from 
reafoning to raving, as- a frantic heretic. 

Roger (faid the lord Strange), I perceive my lord 
would have you tell him, whether you will fubmit your- 
felf to him or no. " 7 

Yea, faid Bonner, and confefs this prefence that I 
have fpoken of. 

With this Roger turned to the lord Strange and 
the reft of his kinfmen and friends, and very cheer- 
fully kneeled down upon his knees and faid, God, by 
the mouth of his fervant St. Paul, hath faid, " Let 
every foul fubmit himfelf unto the higher powers, and 
he that refifteth receiveth his own damnation ;" and 
as you are a magistrate appointed by the will of God, 
fo do I fubmit myfelf unto you, and to all fuch as ate' 
appointed for magiftratcs. 

Bonner. That is well faid, I fee you are no ana- . 
baptift. How fay you then to the prefence of Chrift's 
body and blood in the facrament of the altar? 

Holland. I fay and befeech you all to mark and 
bear witnefs with me (for fo you fhall do before the 
judgment- feat of God) what I fpeak; for here is the 
conclufion : and ye, my dear friends (turning to his 
kinfmen), I pray you fhew my father what I do fay, 
that he may underftand I am a chriltian man. I fliy 
and believe, and am therein fully perfuaded by the 
fcriptures, that the facrament of the fupper of ourLord, 
miniftered in the holy communion according to Chrift's 
inftitution, I being penitent and forry for my fins, and 
minding to amend and lead a new life, and fo coming 
worthily unto God's board in perfeft love and charity, 
do there receive by faith the body and blood of Chrift. 
And though Chrift in his human nature fit at the right 
hand of his Father, yet (by faith I fay) his death, his 
paffion, his merits are mine, and by faith I dwell in; 
him, and he in me. And as for the mafs, tranfubftan- 
tiation, and the worfhipping of the facrament, they 
are mere impiety and horrible idolatry. 

I thought fo much, faid Bonner, (fufFering him to 
fpeak no more) how he would prove a very blafphe- 
mous heretic as ever I heard. How irreverently doth 
he fpeak of the blefled mafs! And fo read his fentence 
of condemnation, adjuding him to be burned. 

All this while Roger was very patient and quiet, 
and when he fhould depart, he faid, My lord, I be- 
feech you fuffer me to fpeak two words. The bifhop 
would not hear him, but bade him away. Notwith- 
ftanding, being requefted by one of his friends, he 
faid, Speak, what haft thou to fay ? 

Holland. Even now I told you that your authority 
was from God, and by his fufferance: and now I tell you 
God hath heard the prayer of his fervants, which hath 
been poured forth with tears for his afflicted faints, 
whom you daily perfecute, as now you do us. But this 
I dare be bold in God to fay, (by whofc Spirit I am 
moved) thatGod will fhorten your hand of cruelty, that 
for a time ypu fliall not moleft his church. And this 
you fhall in a fhort time well perceive, my dear bre- 
thren, to be moft true. For after this day, in this place 
there fliall not be any by him put to the trial of fire and 
faggot. And after that day there were none that fuf- 
fered in Smithfield for the truth of the gofpel. 

Then faid Bonner, Roger, thou art, I perceive, as 
mad in thefe thy herefies as ever was Joan Butcher. In 
anger and fume thou wouldft becomea railing prophet. 
Though thou and all the reft of you would fee me 
hanged, yet I fhall live to burn, yea and I will burn 
all the fort of you that come into my hands, that will 
not worfhip the blefled facrament of the altar, for all 
thy prattling : and fo he went his way. 

Then Roger Holland began to exhort his friends to 
repent, and to think well of them that fuffered for the 
r 2 teftimony 
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teftimony of the gofpel, and with that the bifhop came 
back, charging the keeper that no man (hould fpcak to 
them without his licence, and if they did* they would 
be committed to prifon. In the mean time Henry 
Pond and Roger fpake (till unto the people, exhort- 
ing them to ftand firm. in the truth : adding moreover, 
that God. would (horten thefe cruel and evil days for 
his elea's fake. 

The day they fuffered, a proclamation was made, 
that none IhOuld be fo bold to fpeak or talk any word 
unto them, or receive any thing of them, or to touch 
them, upon pain of imprifonmenti without either bail, 
or mainprize ; with other cruel threatening words 
contained in the fame proclamation. Notwithftand- 
ing the people cried out, defiringGod to ftrengthen 
them : and they likewife ftill prayed for the people, 
and the reftoring of his word. At length Roger, em- 
bracing the (lake and the reeds, faid thefe words : 

" Lord, I moft humbly thank thy Majefty, that thou 
haft called me unto the ftate of death, unto the light 
of thy heavenly word, and now unto the fellowlhip of 
thy faints, that I may ling and fay, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of holts. And» Lord, into thy hands I 
commit my fpirit. Lord blefs thefe thy people, and 
fave them from idolatry." And fo he ended his life, 
looking up. unto heaven, praying to, and praifing God, 
with the' reft of his fellow-faints. For whofe joyful 
conftancy the Lord be praifed. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of Six Men, -mho fuffered 
at Brentford, for the true Teftimony of Jesus 
Christ. 

THESE fix martyrs were of the company of thofe 
who were apprehended in a clofe, near Iflington 
(as is before-mentioned), and fent to prifon. Whofe 
names here follow : 

Robert Mills, John Slade, 

Stephen Cotton, William Pikes, alias 
Robert Dynes, Pikes the tanner. 

Stephen Wight, 
Thefe fix martyrs were burnt at Brentford, feven 
miles from London, on the 14th of July, 1558. They 
had their articles miniftered to them' by T. Darbyfhire, 
Bonner's chancellor, at fundry times, to which they 
made their anfwers much after the fame manner as 
others have done before. 

When thefe good men came before Bonner's chan- 
cellor, Thomas Darbyfliire, and had the articles mi- 
niftered unto them, and they anfwered unto the fame; 
in the end the chancellor commanded them to appear 
before him again the nth day of July, at St. Paul's. 
Where when they came, he required of them, whether 
they would turn from their opinions to the holy mother 
church; and if not, that then, whether there were any 
caufe to the contrary, but that he might proceed with 
the fentence of condemnation. Whereunto they all 
anfwered, That they would not go from the truth, nor 
relent from any part of the fame while they lived. 
Then he charged them to appear before him again the 
next day in the afternoon, between one and two o'clock, 
to hear the definitive fentence read againft them, ac- 
cording to the ecclefiaftical laws then in force. At 
which time he fitting in judgment, talking with thefe 
godly and virtuous men, at laft came into the faid 
place, fir Edward Haftings, and fir Thomas Cornwal- 
lis, knights, two of queen Mary's officers of her houfe, 
and being there, they fat them down over againft the 
chancellor, in whofe prefence the chancellor con- 
demned thofe poor innocent lambs, and' delivered them 
over to the fecular power, who received and carried 
them to prifon immediately, and there kept them in 
fafeCy till the day of their death. 

In the mean time this naughty chancellor flept not, 
I warrant you, but that day in which they were con- 
demned, lie made acertificate unto the lordchancellqr's 
No. 54. 



office, from whence the next day after a writ was fent 
to burn them at Brentford; which accordingly was ac- 
complished. Whereunto. being brought, they made 
their humble prayersto the Lord Jefus, undreifed them- 
felves, went joyfully to the- ftake, whereunto they were ■ 
bound, and the (ire flaming about them, they yielded 
their fouls, bodies, and lives into the hands of the om- 
nipotent God, for whofe caufe they did fuffer, and to 
whofe protection I commend the gentle reader. Amen. 

Among thefe' fix was one William Pikes, a tanner 
(as you have heard), who fome time dwelt in Ipfwich, - 
a very godly man, and of a virtuous difpofition, a good 
keeper of hofpitality, and beneficial to the perfecuted 
in queen Mary's days. In the third year of queen 
Mary, a little after Midfummer, he (then being at li- 
berty) went into his garden, and took with him a bible 
of Rogers's tranflation, where he, fitting with his face 
towards the South, reading in the faid bible, fuddenly 
there fell, between eleven and twelve o'clock, at mid- 
day, four drops of frefh blood upon the bible, and he 
knew not from whence it came. At which he was fore 
aftonilhed, and could by no means learn (as I faid) 
from whence it fhould fall: and wiping out one of the 
drops with his finger, he called his wife and faid, In 
the virtue of God, wife, what meaneth this ? Will the 
Lord have four facrifices? I fee well enough the Lord 
will have blood : his will be done,'and give me grace 
to abide the trial. Wife, let us pray, for I fear the 
day draweth.nigh. Afterwards he daily, expefted to 
be apprehended, and it came to pafs accordingly, as 
you have heard. Thus much I- thought good to write, 
in order to ftir up our dull minds in confidering the 
wonderful works of the Lord, and reverently to honour 
the fame. 

When he was fo fick in Newgate that nabody ex- 
pe&ed him to live fix hours, he exprefled a great defire 
of. martyrdom, faying, that he had been twice in perfe- 
ction before, and that now he defired the Lord, if it 
were his will, that he might glorify his name at the 
ftake; and fo as he prayed it came to pafs at Brentford. 

Verfes upon BONNER'S Effigy. 

MUSE not fo much that nature's work 
Is thus deformed now : 
With belly blown, and head fo fwoln, 

Fori fljall tell you how:' 
This cannibal in three years fpace 

Two hundred martyrs flew : 
They were his food, he fo lov'd blood, 

He fpared none he knew. 
It fhould appear that blood feeds fat, 

If men lie well and foft : 
For Bonner's belly waxt with blood, 

Though he feemed to faft oft. 
O bloody beaft, bewail the death 

Of thofe that thou haft (lain : 
In time repent, (ince thou canft not 
Their lives reftore again. 



An Account of the fcourging of THOMAS HIN- 
SHAW, by Bifhop BONNER. 

WHEN bifliop Bonner found that his examina- 
tions, perfuafions, threats, and imprifonments, 
were to no purpofe with Thomas Hinfhaw, he (the faid 
bifliop) took him with him to Fulham, where immedi- 
ately after his coming, he was fet in the (locks, remain- 
ing there all the firft night with bread and water. 

The next morning the bifliop came and examined 
him himfelf, and perceiving no yielding in his mind, he 
fent Mr. Harpsfield to talk with him ; who, after long 
talk, in the end fell to raging words, calling the faid 
Thomas Hinfhaw peevifh boy, and a(ked him whether 
he thought he went about to damn his foul, or no, &c. 
Unto which the faid Thomas anfwered, That he was 
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dcvilifh kingdom, and not for any love to truth. Then 
Harpsrield, being in a mighty rage, told the bifhop 
thereof. Whereat the bifhop fumed and fretted, that tor 
anger being Tcarce able to fpeak, he faid, Doft thou 
anfwer my archdeacon fo, thou naughty boy ? I lhall 
handle thee well enough, beaflured; fo he fent. for a 
couple of rods, and caufed him to kneel againft a long 
bench in an arbour in his garden, where the faid Tho- 
mas, without any inforcement of his party offered himfelf 
to the beating, and did abide the fury of the faid Bonner, 
fo long as the fat paunched bifhop could endure with 
breath, and through wcarinefs was obliged to ceafe, and 
give place to his fhameful aft. He had two willow 
rpds, but he wafted but one, and fo left off. 

Now after this fcourging, the faid Thomas Hinfhaw, 
notwithftanding, did fuftain divers conflicts and exami- 
nations fundry times. At laft being brought before the 
faid bilhop in his chapel at Fulham, there he had pro- 
cured witneffes, and gathered articles againft him, 
which the young man denied, and would not affirm, or 
confent to any interrogatory there and then miniftered, 
do what they could. 

About a fortnight after he fell fick of a burning ague, 
whereby he was delivered through much intreaty unto 
his mafter, Martin Pugfon, in St. Paul's church-yard j 
for then the bifhop thought verily he was more like to 
die than to live. Which ficknefs. endured a twelve- 
month or more, fo that in the mean time queen Mary 
died. Then he fhortly after recovered health, and 
efcaped death, being at the writing of this, both wit- 
nefs and reporter oFthe fame; the Lord therefore be 
praifed. Amen. 



An Account of the fcourging of JOHN WILLES, by 
Bifhop BONNER. 

BESIDES the above-named, was fcourged alio by 
the hands of the faid bifhop, one John Willes, a 
capper, a right faithful and true honeft man in all his 
dealings and conditions, who was brother to the afore- 
faid Richard Willes, burned at Brentford, as is before 
faid. Who alfo was apprehended in the fame number 
at Iflington, as alfo is mentioned before: and being 
brought before Bonner, and there examined, but was 
commanded to the Coal-houfe, with the aforefaid _ Tho- 
mas Hinlhaw, where they remained one night in the 
ftocks. From whence be was fent to Fulham, where 
he, with the faid Hinfhaw, remained eight or ten days 
in the ftocks ; during which time he fuftained divers 
conflifts with the faid Bonner, who had him often in 
examination, urging him, and with a ftick which he 
had in his hand, often rapping him on the head, and 
flirting him under the chin, and on the cars, faying he 
looked down like a thief. Moreover, after he had affayed 
all manner of ways to make him recant, and could not, 
at length taking him to his orchard, there within a little 
arbour, with his own hands beat him firft with a willow 
rod, and that being worn well nigh to the Humps, he 
called for a birch rod, which a lad brought out of hi.* 
chamber. The caufe why he fo beat him was this 
Bonner afked him when he had crept to the crofs. He 
anfwered, Not fince he came to the years of difcretion, 
neither would, though he fhould be torn with wild horfes. 
Then Bonner delired him to make a crofs on his fore- 
head, which he refufed to do. Whereupon he had him 
immediately to his orchard, and there calling for rods, 
fhewed his cruelty upon him, as he had done upon 
Thomas Hinfhaw. -a. 

This done, he had him immediately to the parilh 
church of Fulham, with the faid Thomas Hinfhaw, and 
Robert Willes, to whom there being feverally called 
before him, he miniftered certain articles, afking if he 
would fubferibe to the fame. To which he made his 
anfwer according to his confeience, denying them a!" 
except one article, which was concerning king Edward' 
fervice in Englilh. Shortly after this beating, Bonner 
. fent a certain old prieft lately come from Romei to him : 
in prifon, to conjure the evil fpirit.out from him, who 



laying his hand upon his head, began with certain-- 
words pronounced, over him, to conjure as he had been 
wont before to do. Willes marvelling at what the old 
man was aboutj faid, I truft no evil fpirit is in me, and 
laughed him to fcorn. 

As this John Willes, was divers times called before 
Bonner, fo much communication palled .between them 
as is too tedious to recite. It is enough to make the 
reader laugh to fee the blind and unfavoury reafons 
with which that bifhop endeavoured to delude the ig- 
norant, fome of which were in the following manner: 
Bonner going about to perfuade Willes not to meddle 
with matters of fcripture, but rather to believe other 
men's teaching, who had more fkill in the fame, alked 
him firft, if he did believe the fcripture? Yea, faid he, 
that I do. . Then (quoth the bifhop) St. Paul faith, If 
' n flecp, the woman is at liberty to go to another 

If thou wert afleep, having a wife, -wouldft thou 

be content that thy wife fhould take to another man ? 
And yet this is the fcripture. 

Alfo, if thou wilt believe Luther, Zuinglius, and 
fuch, then thou canft not go right : but if thou wilt 
believe me, &c. thou canft not err : and if thou Ihouldft 
err, yet thou art in no danger, thy blood fhould be 
required at our hands. As if thou fhouldft go to a 
far country, and meet with a fatherly man, as I am 
(thefe were his words) and afk the way to the city, 
and he fhould fay, this way, and thou wilt not believe 
him, but follow Luther, and other heretics of late 
days, and go a contrary way ; how wilt thou come 
the place thou afkeft for ? So if thou wilt not be- 
_„ve me, but follow the leading of other heretics, thou 
ftialt be brought to deftruftion, and burn both body 
and foul. 

As truly as thou feeft the bodies of them in Smith- 
field burnt, fo truly their fouls do burn in hell, becaufe 
they err from the true church. 

Oft-times fpeakihg to the faid John Willes, he would 
fay, They call me bloody Bonner. A vengeance on you 
all : I would fain be rid of you, but you have a delight 
in burning. But if I might have my will, I would 
few up your mouths and put you in facks and drown 

y °The fame day that he was delivered, Bonner came to 
the ftocks where he lay, and afked him how he liked 
his lodging, and his fare. 

Well (faid Willes), if it would pleafe God, I might 
have a little ftraw to lie or fit upon. 

Then (faid Bonner) thou wilt fhew no token ot a 
chriftian man. And upon this his wife, came in un- 
known to him, being very great with child, every hour 
expe&ing her labour, and intreated the bifhop for her 
hufband, faying, that fhe would not go from thence, 
but that fhe would there ftay, and be delivered in the 
bifhop's houfe, unlefs fhe had her hufband with her. 
How fayeft thou (quoth Bonner to Willes), if thy wife 
mifcarry, or thy child, or children, if fhe be with one or 
two. fhould perifh, the blood of them would he require 
at thy hand*. Then to this agreement he came that he 
fhould hire a bed in the town of Fulham, and her hul- 
band fhould go home with her the morrow after, upon 
this condition, that his kinfman there prefent (one Ro- 
bert Roufe) fhould bring, the faid Willes to his houfe 
at St. Paul's the next day. , 

To which Willes would not agree, but infilled upon 
going then. At length, his wife being importunate for 
her hufband, and Bonner feeing fhe would not ftir with- 
out him, fearing belike the rumom r that might come 
upon his houfe thereby, and alfo probab y ^«"B » ^ 
troubled with a lying-in woman, bade Wil es make a 
crofs, and fay, In nomine- Patris, &? Filii.V Spmtus Santi: 
A Then Willes began to fay, In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, Amen. No, 
no (faith. Bonner), fay it me in Latin; Willes under- 
Handing the matter of that Latin to be good, faid i the 
fame, and fo went home, with his wife, his aforela.a 
kinfman being charged to bring h.m the nex .day ^to a. 
Paul's; elfe, laid Bonner, if thou doft .not bring him 
thou aVt an heretic as well, as he. N«w«htondg. 
the charge being no greater, his kinfman did not wing 



Him, but he of his ' own accord came to the bifhop - 
within a few days after, where he put to him a certain 
writing in Latin to fubfcribe unto, containing, as it 
feemed to him, np great matter, that he needed greatly 
to ftick at, although, what the bill was, he could not 
certainly tell :• fo he fubfcribed to the bill, and returned 
home. And thus much concerning the twenty-two 
taken at IfliiTgton. 



the Hiftory of RICHARD YEOMAN, Dr. TAY- 
LOR'S Curate, at Hadley. 

RICHARD YEOMAN, a devout old man, was Dr. 
Taylor's curate, at Hadley, and well verfed in the 
(captures, and giving godly exhortations to the people: 
with him Dr. Taylor left his cure. at his departure. But 
as foon as Mr. Ncwall had gotten the benefice, he put 
out Mr. Yeoman, and fet in a popifli curate to maintain 
and continue their Romifh religion, which now they 
thought fully eftablifhed. Then he wandered from 
place to place, exhorting all men to ftand faithfully to 
God's word, earneftly to give themfelves unto prayer, 
with patience to bear the crofs now laid upon them for 
their trial,- with boldnefs to coiifefs the truth before their 
adverfaries, and with an undoubted hope to wait for the 
erown and reward of eternal felicity. But when he per- 
ceived his adverfaries to lie in wait for him, he went 
into Kent, and with a little packet of laces, pins and 
points, and fuch like things, he travelled from village 
to village, felling fuch things, and by that fhift fubfifted 
himfelf, his wife and children. ' 

At laft juftice Moyle, of Kent, took Mr. Yeoman and 
fet him in the flocks a day and a night, but having no 
evident matter to charge him with, he let him go again. 
So he came fecretly again \o Hadley, and tarried with 
his poor wife, who kept him fecretly in a chamber of 
the town-houfe, commonly called the Guildhall, more" 
than a year. All which time the good bid father abode 
in a chamber locked up all the day, and fpent his time 
in devout prayer, and reading the fcriptures, and in 
carding of wool which his wife did fpin. His wife did 
alfo go and beg bread and meat for herfelf and her 
children, and by fuch poor means they fuftained them- 
felves. Thus the faints of God fuftained hunger and 
mifery, while the prophets of Baal lived in jollity, and 
were coftly pampered at Jezabel's table. 

At laft parfon Newall (1 know not by what means) 
perceived that Richard Yeoman was'fo kept by his poor 
wife, and taking with him the bailiffs deputies and fer- 
vants, came in the night-time, and broke open five doors 
to get at Yeoman, whom he found in bed with his wife, 
and children : whom when he had fo found, he angrily 
cried, I thought I fhould find ah harlot and. a rogue 
together. And he would have plucked the cloaths off 
from them : but Yeoman held faft the cloaths, and faid 
linto his wife, Wife, arife, and put on thy cloaths. And 
unto the parfon he faid, Nay, parfon, no harlot, nor 
rogue, but a married man and his wife, according to. 
God's ordinance, and bleffed be God for lawful matri- 
mony. I thank God for his great grace, and I defy 
the pope and all his popery. Then they led Richard 
Yeoman unto the cage, and fet him in the flocks until 
it was day. 

There was then alfo in the cage an old man named 
John Dale, who had fat there three or four days, be- 
caufe when the faid parfon Newall with his curate ufed 
the Romifh fervicc in the church, he fpake openly unto 
him, and faid, "O miferable and blind guides, will ye 
ever be blind leaders of the blind? will ye never amend? 
will ye never fee the truth of God's word? will neither 
God's threats nor promifes enter into your hearts ? will 
the blood of martyrs nothing mollify your ftony fto- 
machs? O obdurate, hard-hearted, perverfe, and crook- 
ed generation ! O damnable fort, whom-nothing can do 
good unto. 

Thefe, or the like words, he fpake in fervency of fpi- 
rit againft the fuperftitious religion of Rome. Where- 
fore parfon Newall caufed him forthwith to be attached,. 
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! and fet in the flocks in a cage, fo was he kept there till 

. fir Henry Doile, a juftice, came to Hadley * 

When poor Yeoman was taken, the- parfon called ear- 
neftly upon fir Henry Doile to fend them both to prifon; 
Sir Henry Doile' earneftly intieated the parfon to con- 

\ fider the age of the men and their mean condition t 
they were neither perfons of note nor preachers ; where- 
fore he would defire him to let them be punifhed a day 
or two, and fo to let them go, at leaft John Dale, who 
was no prieft : and therefore feeing he had fo long fat 
in the cage, he thought it punifhment enough for. this 
time. When the parfon heard this, he was exceeding 
mad, and in a great rage called them pellilent here- 

: tics', unfit to live in the commonwealth of chriftians. 
Wherefore 1 befeech you, fir, (quoth he) according to 
yourdfttce, defend holy church, and help to fupprefs 
thefe heretics, &c. which are falfe to God, and thus 
boldly fet themfelves, to the evil example of others, 
againft the queen's gracious proceedings. Sir Henry 
Doile feeing he could do no good in the matter, and 
fearing alfo the danger of meddling too much iri it, 
made out the writ, and caufed the conftables to carry 
them to Bury gaol. For now all the juftices, though 
ever fo many, were afraid of a fhaven crown, and flood 
in as much awe of them, as Pilate did of Annas and 
Caiaphas, and the pharifaical brood, who cried, «' Cru-. 
cify him, crucify him ; if thou let this man go, thou art 
not Casfar's friend." 

Wherefore whatfoever their confeiences were, yet 
(if they would efcape danger) they muft needs be the 
popifh flaves and vaffals. So they took Richard Yeo* 
man and John Dale pinioned, and bound them like 
thieves, fet them on horfeback, and bound their legs 
tinder the horfes bellies, and fo carried them to Bury 
goal, where they were laid in irons and becaufe they 
continually rebuked popery, they were thrown into the 
lqweft dungeon, where John Dale, through ficknefs of 
the prifon, and evil keeping, died in prifon, whofe body, 
when he was dead, was thrown out and buried in the 
fields. He was a man of forty-fix years' of age, a 

.weaver. by his occupation, well learned in the hoiy 
fcriptures, faithful and honeft in all his converfation, 
ftedfaft in confeffion of the true doctrine of Chrift' fet 
forth, in king Edward's time; for which he joyfully 
fuffcred prifon and chains, and from this worldly dun- 
geon he departed in Chrift to eternal glory, and the 
bleffed paradife of eternal felicity. 

After that John Dale was dead, Richard Yeoman was 
removed to Norwich prifon, whereafter ftrait and evil 
keeping, he was examined of his faith and religion. 
Then he boldly and conftantly confeffed himfelf to be 
of the faith and confeffion that was fet forth by king 

. Edward VI. and from that he would in no wife vary. 

' Being required to fubmit himfelf to the holy father the 
pope; I defy him (quoth he) and all his deteftable abo- 
minations : I will in no wife have to do with him, nor 
any thing that appertaineth to him. The chief articles 
objected to him, were his marriage and the mafs facri- 
fice. Wherefore when he continued ftedfaft in con- 
feffion of the truth, he was condemned, degraded, and 
not only burnt, but molt cruelly tormented in the fire. 
So he ended his poor and miferable life, and entered into 
the bleffed bofom of Abraham, enjoying with Lazarus 
the comfortable quietnefs that God hath prepared for 
his cleft faints. 



The Story of JOHN ALCOCK. 

THIS young man was. by occupation a fheerman, 
and came to Hadley to feek work ; he being in 
church one Sunday, and parfon Newall coming by with, 
the proceffion, would not once move his cap, nor fhew 
any fign of reverence, but flood behind the font. The 
parfon perceiving this, when he was almott out of the 
church door, ran back again, and caught him, and 
called for the conftable. 

Then came Robert Rolfe, with whom this young man 
had wroughtj and faid, What hath he done, Mr. Parfon, 
that you are in fuch a rage with him ? 
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He is an heretic and traitor (quoth the parfon), and 
defpifeth the queen's proceedings. Wherefore I com-, 
mand you in the queen's name, have him to the flocks, 
and lee he be forthcoming. 

Well (quoth Rolfe) he fhall be forthcoming, proceed 
in your bufinefs, and be quiet. 

Have him to the flocks, quoth the parfon. 

I am conftable, quoth Rolfe, and I may bail htm, 
and will bail him ; he fhall not be put in the flocks, 
but he fhall be forthcoming: fo the good parfon went 
forth with his holy proceffion, and fo to mafs. 

In the afternoon Rolfe faid to this young man, I 
am forry for thec, for truly the parfon will feek thy 
deltru&ion, if thou take not good heed what thou 
anfwercft him. 

The young man faid, Sir, I am forry that it is my 
hap to be a trouble to you. As for myfelf, I am not 
forry, but I commit myfelf into God's hands, and I 
trait he will give me mouth and wifdom to anfwer ac- 
cording to right. 

Well, quoth Rolfe, yet beware of him, for he is ma- 
licious and a blood-fucker, and bearcth an old hatred 
againft me, and he will handle you the more cruelly, 
becaufe of difpleafure againft me. 

I fear not, quoth the young man : he fhall do no 
more to me, than God will give him leave; and happy 
fhall I be if God will call me to die for his truth's 
fake. 

Then they went to the parfon, who at the firft afked 
him, Fellow, what faycfl thou to the facrament of the 

I fay, quoth he, as ye ufe the matter, ye make a 
fhamcful idol of it, and ye arc falfe idolatrous priefts, 
all the fort of you. 

I told you (quoth the parfon) he was a flout -heretic. 

So after long talk, the parfon committed him to 
prifon, and the next day he rode up to London, and 
carried the young man with him ; and fo the young 
man came no more to Hadlcy, but after a long impri- 
fonment in Newgate, where after many examinations 
and trouble's, for that he would not fubmit himfelf to 
afk forgivenefs of the. pope, and to be reconciled to 
the Ro'mifh religion, he was caft into the lower dun- 
geon, where with ill keeping and ficknefs of the' houfe, 
lie died in prifon. Thus died he a martyr of God's 
truth, which he heartily confeffed, and received the 
garland of a well-fought battle at the hand of the Lord. 
His body was caft out, and buried in a dunghill ; for 
the papifts would in all things be like themfelves ; 
therefore they would not fo much as fuffer the dead 
bodies to have convenient burial. 



The 1-Iidory <?/" THOMAS BENBRIDGE, Gentleman 
and Martyr, wrongfully condemned and put to death for 
the Teftimony of Chrifl. 

THOMAS BENBRIDGE, a gentleman, (unmar- 
ried) in, the dioccfe of Winchcfter, although he 
might have lived a gentleman's life, in the wealthy pof- 
feffions of this world ; yet to follow Chrifl had rather 
enter into the ftrait gate of pcrfecution, to the heavenly 
poffeflion of life in the Lord's kingdom, than here to 
enjoy prefent pleafures with unquietnefs of confciencc. 
Wherefore manfully ftanding agairift the papifts for 
the defence of the firtcere doftrine of Chrift's gofpel, 
he fpared not himfelf to confirm the truth of the fame. 
For which caufe he.bcing apprehended for an adverfary 
to the Romifh religion, was forthwith had to examina- 
tion before the bifhop of Winchcfter, where he fuf- 
tained certain conflicts for the truth againft the faid 
bifhop and his colleague ; for which he was condemn- 
ed, and fome time after brought to the place of mar- 
tyrdom, by fir Richard Peckfal, fheriff. 

When ftanding at the flake, he began to untie his 
points, and to prepare himfelf; then he gave his gown 
to the keeper, being belike his fee. His jerkin was laid 
on with gold lace, fair and brave, which he gave to fir 
Richard Peckfal, the high-fheriff. His cap of velvet 



he took off from his head and threw it away. Then 
lifting his mind to the Lord, he made his prayers 

That done, being now fattened to the flake ' Ts r 
Seaton willed him to recant, and he fhould have his 
pardon ; but when he faw it prevailed noL to fpeak 
the faid dreaming doQor willed the people not to' 
pray for him unlefs he would recant, no more tW 
they would pray for a dog. n 

Mr. Benbridge, ftanding at the flake with his hands 
together in fuch manner as the prieft holdeth his hands 
in his Memento, the faid Dr. Seaton c 
and exhorted him to recai 
Babylonian, away. 

Then faid one that flood by, Sir, cut out his tongue 
and.another being a temporal man, railed on him worfe 
than Dr. Seaton did, who (as is thought) was fet on by 
fome other. 1 

Thus when they faw he would not yield, they bade 
the tormentors to fet to fire, and yet he was nothing 
like covered with faggots. Firft, the fire took away 
a piece of his beard, whereat he did not fhrink at all. 
Then it came on the other fide and took his legs, and 
the nether ftockings of his hofe being leather, made 
the fire to pierce the fharper, fo that the intolerable 
heat thereof made him to cry, I recant: and fuddenly 
he thruft the fire from him. ' And having two or three 
of his friends by that wifhed his life, they ftepped to 
the fire, and helped to take it from him alfo, who for 
their labour were fent to prifon. The fheriff alfo of 
his own authority took him from the flake and fent 
him to prifon again, for which he was fent unto the 
Fleet, and lay there fome time. But before he was 
taken from the flake, the faid Dr. Seaton wrote arti- 
cles to have him fubferibe unto them, as touching the 
pope, the facrament, and fuch other trafh. But the faid 
Mr. Benbridge made much ado before he would fub- 
feribe them, infomuch that Dr. Seaton ordered them 
to fet to fire again. Then with much pain and grief of 
heart he fubferibed to them upon a man's back. 
' That being donOi he had his gown given him again, 
and fo was led to prifon. Being in prifon, he wrote a 
letter to Dr. Seaton, and recanted thofe words he fpake 
at the flake, unto which he had fubferibed: for he was 
grieved that ever, he fubferibed unto them. Where-' 
upon expreffmg his confciencc, he was the fame day 
feven-night after burnt indeed, where the vile tor- 
mentors did rather broil than burn him. The Lord 
give his enemies repentance. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of JOHN COOKE, a 
Sawyer, ROBERT MILES, alias PLUMMER, 
Shecrman, ALEXANDER LANE, a Wheel- 
Wright, JAMES ASHLEY, Bachelor. 

THE examination of fhefe above-mentioned per- 
rons, being feverally called before the bifhop of 
Norwich, and fir Edward Walgrave, with others, was 
partly upon thefe articles following. 

Firft, fir Edward Walgrave called John Cooke to 
him, and faid. How doth it happen that you go not 
to your church ? 

Cooke. I have been there. • 

Sir Edw. What is the caufe that you go not thither 
now in thefe days? 

Cookt. Becaufe the facrament of the altar is an 
abominable idol, and the vengeance of God will come 
upon all them that do maintain it. 

Sir £dw. O thou rank traitor, if I had as good 
commiflion to cut out thy tongue, as I have to fit 
here this day, thou fhouldft be fure to have it done. 

Then he commanded the conftable to take him 
away, faying, he was both a traitor and a rebel. 

Then he called Robert Miles, and faid, How hap- 
peneth it, that you will not go, to church? 

Miles. Becaufe I will follow no falfe gods. 

Then faid the bifhop. Who told thee that it is a 
god? 

n Even 
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Even you, quoth Miles, and fuch as you are. 

Then the bifhop commanded him afide, and to ap- 
pear before him the next day. 

Then he called Alexander Lane before him, and 
afked hi#i l how it chanced, that he would not go to 
the church. 

He faid, that his confcience would not ferve him 
fo to do. 

Sir Edward faid, How doft thou believe ? 

Lane anfwered, Even as it is written in God's books. 

Then fir Edward commanded him to fay his belief. 

Then Lane, being fomewhat abafhed, faid his belief 
to thefe words, which he miffed unawares, " Born of 
the Virgin Mary." 

Then faid fir Edward, What, was he not born of 
the Virgin Mary ? 

Yes, laid Lane, I would have faid fo. 

Nay, faid fir Edward, you are one of Cooke's fcho- 
lars, and fo commanded him away, and to come before 
him the next day. 

After the like manner they paffed alfo with James 
Afhley, whom they warned the next day likewife to 
appear before them again. So in fine they appearing 
again, "h ad their condemnation. And thus thefe four 
bleffed martyrs innocently fuffered together at St. Ed- 
mund's-Bury, as is aforefaid, about the beginning of 
Auguft, not long before the ficknefs of queen Mary. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of two godly Perfons at 
Ipfwich, for the everlafiing Teftimonv of Chrift, 
namely; ALEXANDER GOUCH, and ALICE 
DRIVER. 

MR. NOONE, a juflice in Suffolk, dwelling in 
Martlefham, hunting after good men to appre- 
hend them, (as he was a bloody tyrant in the time of 
trial) at length had intelligence of one Alexander 
Gouch, of Woodbridge, and Driver's wife, of Grof- 
borough, to be at Grofborough together, a little from 
his lvoufe, and immediately took his men with him, 
and went thither, and made diligent fearch for them, 
where the poor man and woman were compelled to get 
into an hay-loft to hide themfelves from their cruelty. 
At length they came to fearch the hay for them, and 
by gaging thereof with pitchforks, at laft found them : 
fo they took them and led them to Melton gaol, where 
they remaining a good while, at laft were carried to 
Bury, againft the affize at St. James's-tide, and being 
there examined of matters of ' faith, did boldly ftand 
to confefs Chrift crucified, defying the pope and his 
papiftical trafh. And among other things, Driver's 
wife likened queen Mary in her perfecution, to Jeza- 
hcl ; and fo in that fenfe called her Jezabel: for that 
fir Clement Higham, being chief judge there, ordered 
her ears immediately to be cut off, which was accom- 
plifiied accordingly, and fhe joyfully yielded herfelf 
to the punifhment, and thought herfelf happy that fhe 
was counted worthy to fuffer any thing for the name 
of Chrift. . 

After the affize at Bury, they were carried to Melton 
gaol again, where they remained a time. This Alex- 
ander Gouch was a man of the age of 36 years, or 
thereabouts, and by his occupation a weaver of fhred- 
ing coverlets, dwelling at Woodbridge, in Suffolk, and 
born at Uxford, in the fame county. Driver's wife 
was a woman about the age of 30 years, and dwelt at 
Grofborough, (where they were taken) in Suffolk: her 
hufband did ufe hufbandry. Thefe two were carried 
from Melton gaol to Ipfwich, where they remained, 
and were examined. Which examination/as it came 
to hands, hereafter followeth. 

The Firft. Examination of ALICE DRIVER, before 
Dr. SPENSER, the Chancellor of Norwich. 

FIRST, fhe coming into the place where fhe fhould 
be examined, with a fmiling countenance, Dr. 
Spenfer faid, Why, woman, doft thou laugh us to 
fcorn ? 
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Driver's Wife. Whether I do or no, I might well 
enough, to fee what fools ye be. 

Then the chancellor afked her wherefore fhe was 
brought before him, and why fhe was laid in prifon. 

Dri. Wherefore? I think I need not tell you; for 
you know it better than I. 

Spenfer. No, by my troth, woman, I know not 
why. 

Dri. Then have you done me much wrong thus' 
to imprifon me, and know no caufe why ; for I know 
no evil that I have done, I thank God, and I hope 
there is no man that can accufe me of any notorious 
faft that I have done, juftly. 

Spenf. Woman, woman, what fayeft thou to the 
bleffed facrament of the altar? Doft thou not believe 
that it is very flefh and blood, after the words be 
fpoken of confecration ? 

Driver's wife at thofe words held her peace, and 
made no anfwer. Then a great chuff-headed prieftthat 
flood by, fpake, and afked her why fhe made not the 
chancellor anfwer. With that the faid Drivers wife 
looked upon him aufterely, and faid, Why, prieft, I 
come not to talk with thee, but I come to talk with 
thy matter : but if thou wilt I fhall.talk with thee, 
command thy matter to hold his peace. And with 
that the prieft put his nofe in his cap, and fpake never 
a word more. Then the chancellor bid her make 
anfwer to that he demanded of her. 

Dri. Sir, pardon me though I make no anfwer, 
for I cannot tell what you mean thereby ; for iri alt 
my life I never heard nor read of any fuch facrament 
in all the fcripture. 

Spenf. Why, what fcriptures have you read, I pray 
you? 

Dri. I have (I thank God) read God's book. 

Spenf Why, what manner of book is that you call 
God's book ? ' 

Dri. It is the Old and New Teftament. What call? 
you it? 

Spenf. That is God's book indeed, I cannot deny.: 
Dri. That fame book have I read throughout, but 
yet never could find any fuch facrament there; and" 
for that caufe I cannot make you anfwer to that thing 
I know not. Notwithstanding, for all that, I will grant 
you a facrament, called the Lord's fupper : and there- 
•ibre feeing I have granted you a facrament, I pray you 
fliew me what a facrament is. 

Spenf. It is a fign. And one Dr. Gafcoin being 
by, confirmed the fame, that it was the fign of a holy 
thing. 

Dri. You have faid the truth, fir. It is a fign 
indeed, I mull needs grant it: and therefore feeing 
it is a fign, it cannot be the thing fignified alfo. 
Thus far we do agree ; for I have granted your own 
faying. 

Then flood up the faid Gafcoin, and made an ora- 
tion with many fair words, but little to the purpOfe, 
being both offenfive and odious to the minds of the 
godly In the end of which long tale, he afked her if- 
fhe did not believe the omnipotency of God, and that 
he was almighty, and able to perform that he fpake.. 
She anfwered, Yes; and faid, I do believe that God 
is almighty, and able to perform that he fpake and 
promifed. 

Gafcoin. Very well. Then he faid to his difciples, 
" Take, eat, this is my body;" Ergo, it was.his body. 
For he was able to perform that he fpake, and God 
ufcth not to lie. 

Dri. I pray you did he ever make any fuch pro- 
mife to his difciples, that he would make the bread his 

Gafc. Thofe be the words. Can you deny it ? 

Dri. No j they be the very words indeed, I can- 
not deny it ; but I pray you, was it not bread that he 
gave unto them ? 

Gafc. No, it was his body. 

Dri. Then was it his body that they did eat over 
night? 

Gafc. It was his body. 

Dri. What body was it. then that was crucified the 
next dav ? 

7 t Gafc K 
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Gafc. It was Chrift's body. 

Dri. How could that be, when the difeiptes had 
eaten him over night ? except he had two bodies* as 
by your argument he had; one they did eat over 
night, and he was crucified the. next day. Such a 
doctor, fitch a do£trine! Be you not afhamed to teach 
the people, that Chrift had two bodies ? In the a2d 
of Luke, " He took bread and brake it to his difci- 
ples," faying, " Take, &c. and do Ms in remem- 
brance of me." St. Paul faith, i.Cor. xi. " Do this 
in remembrance of me: for as often as ye Iball' eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye mail Ihew the Lord's 
dteath till he come :" and therefore I marvel you blufli 
not before all this people, to lie fo manifeftly as you 
do. 

With that Gafcoin held his peace, and made her 
no anfwer; for, as it feerhed, he was afhamed of his 
doings. Then the chancellor lift up his head off from 
"his cufhion, and commanded the gaoler to take her 
away. 

Dri. Now ye be not able to refill the truth, ye 
command me to prifon again. Well, the Lord in the 
end fhall judge our caufe, and to him I leave it. So 
away {he went with the gaoler. 

The Second Examination of ALICE DRIVER. 

THE next day fhe came before them again, and 
the chancellor then afked her, what flic faid to 
the blefled facrament of the altar? 

Dri. I will fay nothing to it; for you will neither 
believe me nor yourfelves: for yefterday I afked you 
■what a facrament was, and you faid, it was a fign ; 
and I agreed thereto, and faid it was the truth, con- 
firming it by the fcriptures, fo that I went not from 
your own words ; and now you come and afk me agaih 
of fuch a facrament as I told you I never read of in 
the fcriptures. 

Spmf. Thou lied, naughty woman, we did not fay 
that it was a fign. 

Dri. Why, matters, be ye not the men that you 
■were, yefterday ? Will ye eat your own words? Are 
ye not afhamed to lie before all this multitude here 
prefent, who heard you fpeak the fame? 

Then flood up Dr. Gafcoin, and faid, fhe was de- 
' ceived ; for there are three churches, the malignant 
church, the church militant, and the church triumph- 
ant. So he would fain have made matter, but he 
could not tell which way. 

Dri. Sir, is there mention made of fo many 
churches in the fcripture ? 
Gafc! Yea. 

Dri. I pray you where find you this word [church} 
written in the fcripture ? 

Gafc. It is written in the New Teftament. 

Dri. I pray you, fir, fhew the place where it is 

Gafc. I cannot tell the place, but there it is. With 
that fhe defired him to look in his Teftament: then 
he fumbled and fought about him for one ; but at that 
time he had none, and that he knew well enough, 
though he feemed to fearch for it. At lalt fhe faid, 
Have you none here, fir ? 

Gafc. No. 

. Dri. I thought fo much indeed, that you were little 
acquainted withal. Surely you are a good doEtor. You 
fay you fit here to judge according to the law, and 
how can you give judgment, and have not the book 
of the law with you? At which words Dr. Gafcoin 
was out of countenance, and afked her if fhe had one. 
No, faid file. 

Then, faid he, I am as good a doctor as you. 
- Dri.. Well, fir, I had one, but you took it from me 
(as you would take me from Chrift, if you could), 
and fincc you would not fuffcr me to have any book 
at all; fo burning is your charity. But you may well, 
know (I thank God), that I . have excrcifed the 'fame; 
elfe I could not have anfwered you (to God's glory be 
it fpoken) as I have. Thus fhe put them all to filence, 
fo that one looked on another, and had not a word to 



Dri. Have you no more to fay? God be honoured 
You be not able to refifl the Spirit of God in me, poor 
woman. I was an honeft poor man's daughter, never 
brought up in the univerfky as you have been, but I 
have driven the plough before my father many a time; 
yet notwiihftanding, in the defence of God's truth, and" 
in the caufe of my rnafter Chrift, by his grace I will fet 
my foot againft the foot of any of you all, in the main- 
tenance and defence of the fame;, and if I had a thou- 
fand lives, they mould go for payment thereof. — So the 
chancellor rote up.and read the fentence of condemna- 
tion in Latin, and committed her to the fecular power; 
and fb fhe went to prifon again as joyful as the bird of 
day, prailing and glorifying the name of God.. 



Martyrdom of ALEXANDER COUCH and ALICE 
DRIVER". 

THIS Alexander Gouch was examined chiefly of 
the facrament and other ceremonies of the popifh 
church. And for that his belief was, that Chrilt was 
afcended into heaven, and there remameth, and that 
the facrament was the remembrance of his death and 
paffion, and for refuting the mafs, and the pope to be 
fupreme head of Chrift's church, for thefe caufes was 
he condemned, and died with Alice Driver, at Ipfwich, 
the 4th of November, which was the Monday after 
All-Saints, 1558. 

Thefe two perfons being come to the place where the 
flake was fet, by feven o'clock in the morning, notwith- 
ftanding they came the fame morning from Melton gaol, 
which is fix miles from Ipfwich, being at their prayers, 
and finging of pfalms both of them together, fir Henry 
Dowel, being then fheriff, was very much offended 
with them, and defired the bailiffs of Ipfwich to bid 
them make an end of prayers - they kneeling upon a 
broom faggot, one of the bailiffs, whole name was Ri- 
chard Smart, commanded them to make'an end, faying, 
On, on, have done; make an end, nail them to the 
flake ; yet they continued in prayer. 

Thqn fir ifenry fent one of his men, whofe name 
was Richard Cove, that they fboutd make an end. 

Then Gouch flood up and faid unto the fheriff, I 
pray you, Mr. Sheriff, let us pray a little while, for 
we have but a little time to live here. 

Then faid the bailiff, Come off, have them to the 
fire. 

Then the faid Gouch, and Alice Driver, faid, Whv, 
Matter Sheriff, and Matter Bailiff, will you not fuffer 
us to pray ? " 

Away, faid fir Henry, to the flake with them. 

Gouch anfwered, Take heed, Mr. Sheriff, if you 
forbid prayer, the vengeance of God hangcth over 
your heads. Then they being tiedto the ttakc, and 
the iron chain being put about Alice Driver's neck, 
O (faid flic) here is a goodly handkerchief, blcffcd be 
God for it. 

Then divers came and took them by the hands as 
they were bound ftanding at the flake. The fheriff 
cried, Lay hands on them, lay hands on them. With that 
a great number ran to the flake. The fheriff feeing that, 
let them ail alone, fo that there was not one taken. 

There was one Bate, a barber, a bufy doer about 
them, who having then a frize gown upon him, fold 
it immediately, faying, It flunk of heretics; with other 
foul words. Within three or four weeks after this, 
God's hand was upon him, and he died very mifcrably 
in Ipfwich. 



Although our hiftory hafteth apace (the Lord be 
praifed) to the happy death of queen Mary, yet fhe died 
not fo foon but that fome were burned before her death, 
and more would have been burned foon after, if God's 
provifion had not prevented her with death. In the 
number of them which fuffered in the fame month 
I when queen Mary died> were three that were burned 
j at Bury, whofe names were thefe, Philip Humfrey, 
j John David, and Henry David, his brother. 
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Concerning the burning of thefe three, here is to be 
noted, that lir Clement Higham, about a fortnigh 
before the queen died, ifrUed out a writ for the burn 
ing of them, notwithftanding that the queen was then 
known to be paft remedy of her ficknefs. 



An Account of Mrs. PREST, Martyr. 

ALTHOUGH in fuch a great number of perfons, 
who in fundry parts of this realm were put to 
death in queen Mary's time, it be hard exacily to recite 
every particular perfon that luffered, but that fome 
cl'cape us either unknown, or omitted; yet I cannot 
pals over a certain poor woman, I mean Mrs. Preit, 
burned under the faid queen's reign, in the city of 
Exeter, who dwelling fornetime about Cornwall, having 
a hufband and children there, much addiaed to the fu- 
pcrftitious left of popery, was many times rebuked by 
tliem, and driven to go to the church, to their idols 1 ' 
ceremonies, to confeflion, to follow the crofs in pi 
csflioii, to give thanks to God for reftoring Antichrifl 
again in this realm, &c. which when her fpirit could 
abide to do, fhe made her prayer to God, calling 
help and mercy, and lb at length lying in her bed, about 
midnight, me thought there came to her a certain mo- 
tion and feeling of Angular comfort. Whereupon in 
fhort fpace, Ihe began to grow in contempt of her huf- 
band and children, and fo "taking nothing from them, 
but what Ihe had on, departed from them ; feeking her 
living by labour and fpinning as well as (lie could^ here 
and there For a time. In which time fhe never ceafed 
to utter her mind as well as fhe could againft their po- 
pery ; however, file at that time was brought home to 
her hufband again. Where at laft The was accufed by 
her neighbours, and fo brought up to Exeter, to be pre- 
fented to the bifhop and his clergy. The name of the 
bifhop who had her in examination, was Dr. Trouble- 
vile. His chancellor (as I gather) was Blackftone. The 
chicfeft matter whereupon fhe was charged and con- 
demned, was for the facrament (which they call) of the 
altar, and for fpeaking againlt idols, as by the declara- 
tion of thofe which were prefent, I underftand, who re- 
port the talk between her and the bifhop on this wife : % 
&i/hop. Thou foolifh woman, I hear fay, that thou 
hafl'fpoken certain words agaiuft the moll blelfed fa- 
crament of the altar, the body of Chrift. Fie for fhame. 
Thou art an unlearned perfon, and a woman : wilt thou 
meddle with fuch high matters, which all the doctors 
of the world cannot define ? Wilt thou talk of fuch 
high mvlteries? Keep thy work, and meddle with that 
thou haft to do. It is no woman's matter, at cards and 
tow to be fpoken of. And if it be as I am informed, 
thou art worthy to be burned. 

Woman. My lord, I truft your lordfhip will hear 
•me (peak. 

Biflwp. Yea, marry, for that caufc I fent for you. 
Woman. I am a poor woman, and do live by my 
hands, getting a penny truly, and of what I get, I 
give part to the poor. 
Biflwp. That is well done. Art thou not a man's 



ivife? 



And here the bifhop entered into con 
her hufband. 

To whom flic anfwercd again, declaring that flic had 
a hufband and children ; and had them not. So long 
as flic was 'at liberty, fhe refufed neither hufband nor 
children : but now Handing here as I do, faid fhe, in 
the caufc of Chrift and his truth, where I muft either 
IbiTake Chrift, or my hufband, I am contented to flick 
only to Chrift, my heavenly fpoufc, and renounce the 

And here fhe making mention of the words of Chrift, 
" He that leaveth not father or mother, filter or brother, 
hufband," &c. the bifhop inferred, that Chrift fpake 
that of the holy martyrs, who died becaufe they would 
not facrifice to the falfe gods. 

Woman. Surely, fir, and I will rather die than I will 
4o any worfhip to that idol, which with your mafs you 
make a god. 

4 



Bifhop. What, heretic, will vou fav that the facta, 
ment of the altar is a foul idol ? 

Woman. Yes, truly, there was never fuch an idol 
as your facrament is made by your priefts, and com- 
manded to be worfhipped of all men, with many fond 
phantafies, where Chrift did command it to be eaten 
and drank in remembrance of his molt blelfed paffion 
for our redemption. 

Bifhop. Sec this prattling woman. Dofl thou not 
hear, that Chrift did fay over the bread, " This is my 
body," and over the cup, " This is mv blood." 

Woman. Yes, forfooth, he faid fo, but he meant that 
it is body and blood, not carnally, but facramcntally. 

Bifhop. Lo, fhe hath heard prating among thefe 
new preachers, or heard fome peevifh book. Alas, 
poor woman, thou art deceived. 

Woman. No, my lord, what I have learned was of 
godly preachers, atid of godly books which I have 
heard read. And if you will give me leave, I will de- 
clare a reafon why I will not worfhip the facrament. 

Biflwp. Marry, fay on, I am fure it will be goodly 



Biflwp. Then you will be a martyr, good wife. 
Woman. Indeed, if the denying to worfhip that 
brcady god be my martyrdom, I will fuffer it with all 

^Biflwp Say thy mind. 

Woman. You muft bear with me, a poor woman. 
. Bifhop. So I will. 

Woman. I will demand of you, whether you can 
deny your creed, which doth fay, That Chrift doth 
perpetually fit at the right hand of his Father, both 
body and foul, until he come again; or .whether he 
be in heaven our Advocate, and to make prayer for 
us unto God his Father? If it be fo he is not here on 
earth in a piece of bread. If he be not here, and if 
he do not dwell in temples made with hands, but in 
heaven, what, (hall we feek him here ? If he did offer 
his body once for all, why make a new offering P If 
with once offering he made all perfect, why do you 
with a falfe offering make all imperfeel ? If he be to 
be worfhipped in Spirit and in truth, why do you wor- 
fhip a piece of bread? If he be eaten and drank in 
faith and truth, if his flefh be not profitable to be 
among us, why do you fay you make his llefli and blood, 
and fay it is profitable for body and foul ? Alas, I am 
a poor woman, but rather than I will do as you, I 
would live no longer. I have faid, fir. 

Bifliip. I promife you, you are a jolly proteftant. 
I pray you in what fchools have you been brought up ? 

Woman. I have upon theSundaysvifited the fermons, 
and there have I learned fuch things as are fo fixed in 
my bread, that death fhall not feparate them. 

Biflwp. O foolifh woman, who will wafte his breath 
upon thee, or fuch as thou art? But how chanceth it 
that thou wenteft away from thv hufband? if thou wert 
an honeft woman, thou wouldlt not have left thy huf- 
band and children, and run about the country like a 
fugitive. 

Woman. Sir, I laboured for mv living ; and as mv 
mailer Chrift counfclleth me, when I was perfecuted 
in one city, I fled into another. 

Biflwp. Who perfecuted thee? 

Woman. My hufband and my children. For when 
I would have them to leave idolatry, and to worfhip 
God in heaven, he would not hear me, but he with 
his children rebuked me, and troubled me. I fled 
not for whoredom, nor for theft, but becaufe I would 
be no partaker with him and his, of that foul idol the 
mafs ; and wherefocver I was, as oft as I could, upon 
Sundays and holidays, I made excufes not to go to 
the popifh church. 

' Bifhop. Belike then you are a good houfewife, to 
fly from your hufband, and the church. 

Woman. My houfewifry is but fmall ,- but Ged 



give me grace to go 



to the true church. 



Biflwp. The true church, what doft thou mean? 
Woman. Not your popifh church, full of idol's and 
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Belike then you have a church of your own. 
Well, let this mad woman be put down to prifon till 
we lend for her hufband. \ 

Woman. No, 1 have bat one hufband, who is here 
already in this city and in prifon with me (from. whom 
I will never depart). And fo their communication, for 
that time, brake off. Blackftone and others perfuaded 
the bifhop that' (lie was not in her right fenfes (which 
is no new thing for the wifdom of God to appear fool- 
ifhnefs to the carnal men of this world), and therefore 
they confultcd together, that fhe mould have liberty 
to go at large. So the keeper of the bifhop's prifon 
had her home to his houfe, where fhe fell to fpinning 
and carding, and did work as a fervant in the faid 
keeper's houfe, and (he went about the city when and 
where fhe plealed, and many people took great delight 
in talking with her: and all her difcourfe was about the 
fucrament of the altar, which of all things they could 
leaft abide* 

Then her hufband was fent for, but (lie refufed to go 
home with him, with the blemith of the caufe and 
religion, in defence whereof (he there flood before the 
' bifhop and the priefts. 

Then divers of the priefts endeavoured to perfuade 
her to leave her wicked opinion about the facrament of 
the altar, the natural body and blood of our Saviour Chrift. 
But fhe made them anfvver, that it was nothing but very 
bread and wine, and that they might be afliamed to fay, 
that a piece of bread fhould be turned by a man into the 
natural body of Chrift, which bread doth corrupt, and 
mice oftentimes do cat it, and it doth mould, and is 
burned: God's body will not be fo handled, nor kept in 
prifon, or boxes or aumbries. Let it be your god, it 
ihall not be mine ; for my Saviour fitteth on the right 
hand of God, and doth pray for me. And to make that 
facramental or lignificative bread inltituted for a re- 
membrance, the very body of Chrift, and to worfhip it, 
is very foolifhnefs and devilifh deceit. 

Now truly, faid they, the devil hath deceived thee. 

No, faid the, I truft the living God hath opened mine 
eyes, and caulcd me to underftand the right ufc of the 
bleffed facrament, which the true church doth ufc, but 
the falfe church doth abufe.- 

Then ftepped forth an old friar, and afked her what 
fhe faid of the holy pope ? 

1 (faid (lie) fay, that he is Antichrift and the devil. 

Then they all laughed. 

Nay, faid (lie, you have more need to weep than to 
laugh, and to be forry that ever you were born, to be 
the chaplains of that whore of Babylon. I defy him 
and all his falfhood ; and get you away from me, you 
do but trouble my confcicnce. You would have me 
follow your doings j 1 will firft lofe my life. I pray you 

Why, thou foolifh woman, faid they, we come to thee 
for thy profit and foul's health. 

O Lord God, faid fhe, what profit arifeth by you, that 
teach nothing but lies for truth ? how fave you fouls, 
when you preach nothing but damnable lies, and deftroy 
fouls. 

How proveft thou that ? faid they. 

Do you not damn your fouls, faid fhe, when you teach 
the people to worfhip idols, flocks, and (tones, the works 
of men's hands? and to worfhip a falfe god of your own 
making of a piece of bread, and teach that the pope is 
God's vicar, and hath power to forgive fins ? and that 
there is a purgatory, when God's Son hath by his pafli< 
purged all? and fay, you make God, and facrifice hii 
when Chrift's body was a facrifice once for all ? Do you 
not teach the people to number their fins in your ears, 
and fay they be damned, if they confefs not all : when 
God's word faith, Who can number, his (ins ? Do you 
not promifc them trcntals and dirges, and maffes for 
fouls, and fell your prayers for money, and make them 
buy 'pardons, and trull: to fuch fooliih' inventions ofyour 
own imaginations? Do you not altogether. againft God ? 
Do you not teach us to pray upon beads, and to pray 



unto faints, and fay they can pray for us? Do you nof 
make holy water and holy bread to fray devils ? Do you 
not make a thoufand more abominations ? And yet you 
fay, you come for my profit, and to fave my foul. No 
no, one hath faved me. Farewel, you with your falv a ' 
tion. Much other talk there was between her and them" 
which here were too tedious to cxprefs. ' 

In the month's liberty, which was granted by the 
bifliop, as is before-mentioned, (he went into St. Peter' 
church, and there found a cunning Dutchman that had 
made new, nofes to certain fine images which were dif 
figured in king Edward's time ; to whom (he faid, What 
a mad man art thou to make them' new nofes, which 
within a few days (hall all lofe their heads? The Dutch- 
man accufed her, and laid it hard to her charge. And 
(lie faid unto him, Thou art accurfed, and fo are thy 
images. He called her whore. Nay, faid fhe, thy images 
are whores, and thou art a whore-hunter; for doth not 
God fay, You go a whoring after ftrange gods, figures 
ofyour own making? and thou art one of them. Then 
fhe was fent for and clapped faft, and from that time 
(he had no more liberty. 

During the time of her imprifonmenr, divers reforted 
to vifit her, fome fent by the bifhop, fome of their own 
voluntary will ; arhongft whom was one Daniel, a great 
preacher fometime of the gofpel, in the days of king 
Edward, in thofe parts of Cornwall and Dcvonlhire: 
whom after that fhe perceived by his own confeflkm to 
have revolted from that which he preached before 
through the grievous imprifonments, as he faid, and' 
fear of perfecution which he had partly fuflained by the 
cruel juftices in thofe parts, earneftly (he exhorted him 
to repent with Peter, and to be more conftant in his 
profeflion. 

Moreover, there reforted to her a certain worthy 
gentlewoman, the wife of one Walter Rauly, a woman 
of noble wit, and of a good and godly opinion ; who 
coming to the prifon and talking with her, (lie faid her 
creed to the gentlewoman ; and when (he came to the 
article, He afcended, there (he ftaid, and bid the 
gentlewoman to feck his bleffed body in heaven, not 
on earth, and told her plainly that God dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands, and the facrament to be no- 
thing elfe but a remembrance of his bleffed paflion; 
and yet, faid (he, as they now ufe it, it is but an idol, 
and far wide from any remembrance of Chrift's body; 
which, faid fhe, will not continue, and fo take it, good 
miftrefs. So that as foon as (lie came home to her huf- 
band, (he declared to him, that in her life fhe never 
heard a woman (of fuch fimplicity to look on) talk fo 
godly, fo perfectly, fo fincerely, and fo earneftly ; in- 
fomuch, that if God were not with her, (he could not 
fpeak fuch things, to which I am not able to anfwer, 
though 1 can read, and (he cannot. 

Alfo there came to her one William Kede, and John, 
his brother, not only brethren in the flefh, but alfo ia 
the truth, and men in that country of great credit, whole 
father, R. Kede, all his life fuffered nothing but trouble 
for the gofpel. Thefe two good and faithful brethren 
were prefent with her, both in the hall, and alfo at the 
prifon, and (as they reported) they never heard the like 
woman, of fo godly talk, fo faithful or fo conftant; and 
as godly exhortations fhe gave them. 
, Thus this good matron was by many ways tried, both 
by hard imprifonment, threatenings, taunts and fcorns, 
called an anabaptift, a mad woman, a drunkard, a run- 
agate. She was proved by liberty to go whither (he 
would ; (he was tried by flattery, with many fair pro- 
fnifes; fhe- was tried with her hufband, her goods and 
children ; but nothing could prevail, her heart was fixed, 
(lie had caft her anchor, utterly contemning this wicked 
world ; a rare example of conftancy to all profeflbrs of 
Chrift's gofpel. 

In the bill of my information, it is fo reported to the, 
that albeit (he was of fuch fimplicity, and without 
learning, yet you could declare no place of fcripture, 
but fhe would tell you the chapter ; yea, (he would recite 
you the names of all the books of the bible. For which 
caufe one Gregory Baffet, a rank papift, faid (he was 
out -of her wits, and' talked of the fefrpture as a dog 
' '' • vrangech 
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rangeth far off from his mafter when he walketh in the 
fields, or. as a ftolen Iheep out of his matter's hands, ftie 
knew not whereat, as all heretics dd ; with many other 
taunts, which Ihe utterly defied. Whereby as Almighty 
God is highly to be praifed, working fo mightily in fuch 
a weak veflel, fo men of ftrongerand ftouter nature have 
alfo to. take example how to ftand in like cafe j whereas 
we fee this poor woman, how manfully fhe went through 
with fuch conftancy and patience; 

At laft when they perceived her to be paft remedy, and 
had confumed all their threatenings, that neither by 
jmprifonment nor liberty, by menaces nor flattery, 
they could bring her to fing any other fong, nor win 
her to their vanities and fuperftitious doings, then they 
cried out, An anabaptift, an ariabaptift. Then in one 
day they brought her from the bifhop's prifon to the 
Guild-hall, and after that delivered her to the temporal 
power, according to their cuftom, where ihe was by the 
gentlemen of the country exhorted yet to call for grace, 
and to. leave her opinions : and go home to thy hufband, 
faid they, thou art an unlearned woman, thou art not able 
toanfwer to fuch high matters. 

I am not, faid fhe ; yet with my death I am content to 
be a witnefs of Chrift's death ; and I pray you make no 
longer delay with me : my heart is fixedj I will never 
fay otherwife, nor turn to your fuperftitious doing*. 

Then the bifhop faid, the devil did lead her. 

No, my lord, faid fhe, it is the Spirit of God which 
leadeth me, and which called me in my bed, and at 
midnight opened. his truth to me. 

Then there was a great fhout and laugh amongft 
the priefts and others. • 

During the time that this goad Woman was thus un- 
der thefe priefts' hands, amongft many other baitings 
and fore conflicts which (he fuftained by them, here is 
moreover not to be forgotten, how that Mr. Blaxton 
aforefaid, being treafurer of the church, had a concubine, 
who fundry times reforted to him, with other of his 
goffips: fo that always when they came, this faid good 
woman was called forth to his houfe, thefe to make his 
minion, with the reft of his company; fome mirth, he 
examining her with fuch mocking and grinning, de- 
riding the truth, that it would have vexed any chriftian 
heart to have feen it. Then when he had long ufed his 
foolifhnefs in this fort, and" had fported himfelf enough 
in deriding this chriftian martyr ; in the end he fent her 
to prifon again, and there kept her very miferably, ex- 
cept that lbmetimes he would fend for her, when his 
aforefaid guefts came to him, to ufe with her his ac- 
cu.ftomed folly. But in fine, thefe vile wretches," (after 
many combats and fcoffing perfuaGons) when they had 
played the part of the cat with the moufe, at length 
condemned her, and delivered her over to the fecular 

Then the fentence being. given, That Ihe Ihould go 
to the place from whence ftie came, and from thence to 
the place of execution, there to be burned with flames, 
till fhe be confumed ; flie lifted up her voice and thank- 
ed God, faying, I thank thee, my Lord my God ; this 
day have I found that which I have long fought. But 
fuch out-cries as were again, and fuch mockings were 
never feen upon a poor innocent woman : all which ftie 
mpft patiently took. And yet this favour they pre- 
tended after her judgment, that her life ftiould be 
fparedi if ftie would turn and recant. Nay, that -will 
I not, faid ftie : God forbid that I ftiould lofe the life 
eternal for this carnal and fhort life. I will never turn 
from my heavenly hufband, to my earthly hufband ; 
from the fellowfhip of angels to mortal children; and if 
my hufband and children be faithful, then am I theirs 5 
God is my father, God is my mother, God is my After, 
my brother, my kinfman ; God is my friend molt 
faithful. 

Then was flie delivered to the fheriff, innumerable 
people beholding her, and led by the officers to the 
place of execution, without the walls of Exeter, called 
Sothenhey, where again thefe fuperftitious priefts af- 
faulted her ; and ftie prayed them to have no more talk 
with her, but cried ftill, God be mercifml to me a fin- 
ner. And fo while they were tying her to the flake, 
No. 55. 



thus ftill ftie cried; and would give no anfwer to thenv 
but with much patience took her cruel death, and was 
with flames of fire confumed ; and fo ended this mortal' 
life, as "conftant a woman in the faith of Chrift; as ever' 
was upon the earth. She was as Ample a woman to 
appearance, as a man might behold j of a very little arid 
ftort ^ftature, fomewhat tHick, about 54 years of age. 
She. had a chearful countenance, fo lively, as though fhe 
had been prepared for the day of her marriage to meeo 
the Lamb 5 moft patient in her words and anfwers ; fober 
in apparel, meat and drink, and would never be idle; 
but a great comfort to as many as would talk with her s 
good to the poor ; and in her trouble fhe would take 
no money, becaufe (faid fhe) I am going to a city wherei 
money beareth no maftery ; whilft I am here, God hath 
promifed to feed me. Thus was her mortal life ended. 
For whofe conftancy God be everlaftingly praifed^ 
Amen* 



The Perfecution and Martyrdom o/*Richard Sharpj^ 
Thomas Banion,- and Thomas Hale. 

RICHARD SHARPE,- weaver of Briftol, was 1 
brought the ninth day of March, 1556, before 
Mr. Dalby, chancellor of the city of Briftol, and 
after examination concerning the facrament of the altar, 
was perfuaded by the faid Dalby and others td-recant t 
and the 29th of the faid month was enjoined to make 
his recantation before the parifhioncrs in his parifh 
church. Which when he had done, he felt in his con- 
fidence fuch a tormenting hell, that he was not able 
quietly to work in his occupation, but decayed and 
changed both in colour and liking of his body; who 
fhortly after upon Sunday came into his parifh church, 
called Temple, and after high mafs came to the choir 
door, and faid with a loud voice, Neighbours, bear me 
record that yonder idol (and pointed to the altar) is 
the greateft and moft abominable that ever was : and I 
am lorry that ever ! denied my Lord God. Then the 
conftables were ordered to apprehend hirri, but none 
ftepped forth, but fufferefl him to go out of the church. 
After, at night, he was apprehended and carried to 
Newgate, and fhortly after he was brought before the 
lord chancellor, denying the facrament of the altar to be 
the body and blood of Chrift, and faid, it was an idol ; 
and therefore was condemned to be burned by the faid 
Dalby. He was burnt the 7th of May, 1557, and died 
godly, patiently, and conftantly, confeffing the articles of 
our faith. 

An Account of Thomas Hale, Martyr 

THE Thurfday night before Eafter, in the year 
T 5S7> came one Mr. David Harris, alderman, 
and John Stone, to the houfe of one Thomas Hale^ 
fhoemaker, of Briftol, and caufed hhri to rife out of his 
bed, and brought him forth from his door. To whom 
the faid Thomas Hale faid, You have fought my blood 
thefe two years, and now much good may it do you. 
He being committed to the watchmen, was carried to 
Newgate the 24th of April in the year aforefaid, was 
brought before Mr. Dalby the chancellor, committed 
by him to prifon, and after by him condemned to be 
burned for faying, The facrament of the altar was an 
idol. He was burnt the 7th day of May with the afore- 
faid Richard Sharpe, patiently embracing the fire with 
his arms. They were both bound back to back. 

An Account of Thomas Banion* 

HPHOMAS BANION, a weaver, at the command- 
■*• ment of the commiffiohers, was brought by a con* 
liable, the 13th day of Auguft, 1 557, before Mr. Dalby, 
chancellor of Briftol, who committed him to prifon for 
laying there was nothing hut bread in the facrament, as 
they ufed it. Wherefore, the twentieth day of Au- 
guft, he was condemned by the faid Dalby to be burnt 
for denying. five of their facraments, and affirming two, 
7 U that 
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that is, the facrament of the body and blood of Chrift, 
and the facrament of baptilm. He was burnt the 27th 
Of the faid month, in the fame year, arid died godly, 
conftantly, and patiently, with eonfefling the articles 
of our chriftian faith. 



the Martyrdom of John Corneford, df Wortham, 
Christopher Browne, o/" Maid stone, John Herst, 
of Afhford, Alice Snoth, and Catherine Knight, 
alias Tinley, an aged Woman. 

THESE five were the laft that fuffered in queen 
Mary's reign, for the teftimony of that word for 
which fo many had died before, and gave up their lives 
meekly and "patiently, fuficrhig. the violent malice of the 
papifts : who although they then might have either well 
fpared them, or elfe deferred their death, knowing of the 
ficknefs of queen Mary ; yet fuch was the implacable 
fpite of that generation, that there be fome that fay, 
the archdeacon of Canterbury the fame time being at 
London, and underftanding the danger of the queen, 
immediately made poll hafte home to difpatch thefe 
whom he" had before then in his cruel cuftody. 

The matter why they were judged to the fire, was for 
believing fhe body not to be in the facrament of the 
altar, unlefs it be received ; faying moreover, that we 
receive another thing alfo, belides Chrift's body, which 
we fee, and is a temporal thing, according to St. 
Paul, " The things that be feen, be temporal," &c. 

Item, For confefling that an evil man doth not 
receive Chrift's body " Becaufe no man hath the Son, 
except it be given him of the Father." 

Item, That it is idolatry to creep to the crofs,: and 
St. John forbidding it, faith, Beware of images^ 

Item, For confefling that we fhould not pray to 
our lady, and other faints, becaufe they be not omni- 
potent. 

For thefe and other fuch like articles of chriftian doc- 
trine, were thefe committed to the fire. Againft whom, 
when the fentence fhould be read, and they excommu- 
nicated, after the manner of the papifts, one of them, 
John Corneford by name, fiirred with a vehement fpi- 
rit of the zeal of God, proceeding in a more true excom- 
munication againft the papifts, in the name of them 
all, pronounced -fentence againft them, in thefe words 
as follow : 

" In the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of 
the moft mighty God, and by the power of his holy 
Spirit, and the authority of his holy catholic and apofto- 
lic church, we do here give into the hands of Satan to 
be deftroyed, the bodies of all thofe blafphe'mers and 
heretics, that do maintain any error againft his moft holy 
word, or do condemn his moft holy truth for herefy, to 
the maintenance of any falfe church or feigned religion, 
fo that by this thy juft judgment, O moft mighty God, 
againft thy adverfaries, thy true religion may be known 
to thy great glory and our comfort, and' to the edifying 
of all our nation. Good Lord, fo be it, Amen." 

This fentence of excommunication being the fame 
time openly pronounced and regiftered, proceeding, lb, 
as it feemeth, from an inward faith and hearty zeal to 
God's truth and religion, took fuch effect againft the 
enemy, that within fix days after queen Mary died, arid 
the tyranny of all Englifh papifts with her. Albeit,, 
notwithftattding the ficknefs and death of that queen, 
whereof they were not ignorant, yet the archdeacon and 
others of .Canterbury, thought to difpatch the martyr- 
dom of thefe men before. 

In which fact, the tyranny of this archdeacon feemeth 
to exceed the Cruelty of Bonner, who notwithftanding 
he had fome at the fame time under his cuftddy^yet was 
not fo importunate in haling them to the fire, as appear- 
ed} by father Lining and his wife, and divers others, who 
being the fame time under the cuftody of Biftiop Bonner, 
were delivered by the death of queen Mary. 

Thefe godly martyrs, in their prayer which they made 
before their martyrdom, defired God that their blood 
might be the laft that fhould be fhed, and fo it was. 



This Catherine Tinley "was the mother of one Robert 
Tinley, dwelling, in Maidftone, which Robert was in 
trouble all queen Mary's time. To whom, his mother 
coming to vtfithim, afked him how he took this Dfece 
of feripture which fhe had feen, not by reading of dw 
feripture (for (he had. yet in manner no tafte of religion? 
but had found it by chance in a book of prayers? «• I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all flclh, arid your forts-and 
your daughters fhall prophefy; your old men fhall 
dream dreams, and jrouf young men fhal] fee vifions 
And alfo upon thefervants, and upon the maids in thofe 
days will I pour my Spirit," &e. Which place after 
that he had expounded to her, fhe began to take hold 
onthegofpel, growing more and more in zeal and love 
thereof, and fo continued unto her martyrdom. 

Among fuch women as were burned at Canterbury it 
is recorded of a certain maid, and fuppofed to be this 
Alice Snoth mentioned in this ftory, or elfe to be Agnes 
Snoth above-mentioned, that when fhe was brought to 
be executed, fhe being at the ftake, called for her god- 
father and godmothers. The juftice hearing her, Tent 
for them, but they durft not come. Notwithftanding 
the juftices willed the meflenger to go again, and to 
fhew them that they fhould incur no danger thereof. 

Then they hearing that, came to know the matter of 
their fendingfor. When the maid faw them, fhe afked 
them what they had promifed for her, and fo fhe imme- 
diately rehearfed her faith, and the commandments of 
God, and required of them, if there were any more 
that they had promifed in her behalf; and they 
faid. No. 

Then, faid fhe, I die a chriftian woman, bear witnefs 
me ; and fhe was cofifumed in fire, and gave up her 
life joyfully for the teftimony of Chrift's gofpel, to the 
terror of the wicked, and comfort of the godly, and alfo 
to the flopping of the flanderous mouths of fuch as 
falfely do quarrel againft the faithful martyrs, for going 
from that religion wherein by their godfathers and 
godmothers they wercat firft baptized. 



The Hiftory'awtf Condemnation of Johm Hunt, and 
Richard White, -who efcaped the Fire by the Death 
qf Queen Mary. 

TYESIDES thefe three martyrs above-named, there 
X> were feveral others imprifoned in divers parts of 
the realm, whereof fome were but newly taken and not 
yet examined, fome examined but not condemned, 
certain were bothexamined and condemned, but for lack 
of the writ, efcaped. 

Others there were alfo, both condemned, and the 
writ alfo was brought down for their burning, and yet 
by the death of the chancellor, the bifhop, and of queen 
Mary, happening together about - one time, they moft 
happily and marvelloufly were preferved, and lived 
many years after. In the number of whom was 
one John Hunt, and Richard White, imprifoned at 
Salifbury. Touching which hiftory, fomething is here 
to be fliewed: 

Thefe two good men, and faithful fervants of the 
Lordi had remained a long time in prifon at Salifbury, 
and other places thereabouts, the fpace of two years 
and more. During which time, they were often called 
to examination, and manifold ways were impugned by 
the bifhops and priefts. All whofe examinations, as I 
thought not much needful here to profecutc or to fearch. 
out, for the length of the volume; fo neither again did 
I think it good to leave no memory at all of the fame, 
but fome part to exprefs, namely, of the examination 
of Richard White, before the bifhop of Salifbury, the 
bifhop of Gloucefter, with the chancellor and other 
priefts, not unworthy here to. be rehearfed. 

The bifhop of Salifbury at that time was Dr. Capon, 
the bifhop of Gloucefter was Dr. Brookes. Thefe, 
With Dr.. Geffery, the chancellor of Salifbury, and a great 
number of priefts fitting in judgment, Richard White 
Was brought before them. With whom firft the biftiop of 
Gloucefter, who had the examination of him, began thus. 

Brookes. 
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Brookes. Is this the prifoner ? 

Chancellor* Yea, my lord. 

Brookes. Friend, wherefore cameft thou hither ? 

White. My lord, I truft to know the caufe: for 
the law faith, In the mouth of two or three witnefles 
things muft (land. 

Capon. Did' not I examine thee of thy faith when 
thou cameft hither ? 

White. No, my lord, you did not examine me, 
but commanded me to the Lollards'-Tower, and that 
no man fllould fpeak with me. And now I do require 
mine accufer. 

Then the Regifter faid, The mayor of Marl- 
borough apprehended you for words that you fpake 
there ; and for that I commanded you to be conveyed 
hitherto prifon. 

White. You had the examination of me at Marl- 
borough. Say ' what I have faid, and I will anfwer 
you. 

Chancellor. Thou (halt confefs thy faith before thou 
depart; and therefore fay thy mind freely, and be not 
alhamed fo to do* 

White. I am not afliamed of the gofpel of Chrift, 
becaufe it is the power of God to falvation unto all that 
believe : and St. Peter faith, " If any man do afk thee 
a reafon of the hope that is in thee, make him a direft 
anfwer, and that with meeknefs." . Who mail have the 
examination of me? 

Chancellor. My lord of Gloucefter ftiall have the 
examination of thee. 

White. My lord, Will you take the pains to wet your 
coat in my blood ? Be not guilty thereof ; I warn you 
before hand. 

Brookes. I will do nothing-contrary to our law. 
White.. My lord, what is it that you do requeft at 
my hands ? 

Brookes. I willpofe thee upon certain articles, and- 
principally upon the facrament of the altar : how doft 
thou believe of the blefled facrament of the altar? 1 ' 
Believed thou not the real, carnal, and corporal pre- 
fence of Chrift in the fame, even the very fame Chrift 
that was born of the virgin Mary, that was hanged 
on the crofs, that fuffered for our fins? And at 
thefe words they all put off their caps, and, bowed their 
bodies. ;.. 

White. My lord, what is a facramerfe? 

Brookes. It is the thing itfclf which it repre- ; 
fenteth. 

White. That cannot be 5 for he that reprefcnteth a 
prmce cannot be the prince himfelf. 

Brookes. How many facraments findeft thou in the 
fcriptures called by the name of facraments ? 

White. I find two- facraments in the fcriptures, 
but not called by the names of facraments. But I 
think St, Auguftine gave them the firft name of facra- 
ments. 

Brookes. Then thou findeft not that word facrament 
in the fcriptures. 

White. No, my lord. 

Brookes. Did not Chrift fay, This is my body, and 
are not his words true? 

White. I am fure the words are true ; but you play 
by me as the devil did by Chrift : for he faid, If thou 
be, &c. Matt. iv. For it is, &c. Pfal. xci. But the 
words that followed after be clean left out, which arc 
thefe : Thou fhalt walk oh the lion and the afp, &c. 
Thefe words the devil left out, becaufe they were 
fpoke againft himfelf; and even fo do you recite the 
fcriptures. 

Brookes. Declare thy faith upon the facrament. 

White. Chrift and his fecraments are alike, becaufe 
of their natures ; for in Chrift are two natures, a divine 
and an human nature ; fo likewife in the facraments of 
Chrift's body and blood there be two natures, which I 
divide into two parts, that is, external and internal. The 
external part is the element of bread and wine, accord- 
ing to the faying of St. Auguftine. **The internal part 
is the invifible grace, which by the fame is reprelented. 
So there is an external receiving of the fame facrament, 
and an internal. The external is w ith the hand, the eye, 
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the mouth; and the ear. The internal is by the Holy 
Ghoft in the heart, which worketh in me faith ; whereby 
I apprehend all the merits of Chrift, applying the fame 
wholly unto my falvatiom If this* be truth, believe it ; 
and if it be not, reprove it. 

Dr. Hoiking. This is Oecolampadius's doctrine, and 
Hooper taught k the people. 

Brookes. Doft thou not believe, that- after the 
words of confecration there is the natural prefence of 
Chrift's body. 

White. My lord, I will anfwer you, if you will 
anfwer me to one queftion. Is not this article of our 
belief true ? " He fitteth at the right hand of God the 
, Father Almighty :" if he be come from thence to judg- 
ment, fay fo. 

Brookes. No. But if thou wilt believe the fcrip- 
tures, I will prove to thee that Chrift was both in heaven 
and in earth at one time. 

White. As he is God', he is in all places-; but as for ' 
his manhood, he is but iri one place, 

Brookes. St. Paul faith, 1 Cor. xv. " Laft of all 
he was feen of me," 8ic. Here St. Paul faith he faw 
Chrift, and St. Paul was not in heavers 

White. St. Paul's chief purpofe was by this place 
to prove the refurrecTrion. But how do you prove that 
Chrift, when he appeared to St. Paul, was> not frill in 
heaven; like as he wais feen of Stephen, fitting at the 
right hand of God ? St. Auguftine fadth> the head chat 
was in heaven, did cry for the body and members- which 
i were on the earth, and faid, " Saul; Saul, why perfe- 
I cuteft thou me?" And was-not Paul taken up into the 
i third heaven, where he might- fee Chrift? as; he wit- 
' nefieth, 1 Cor. xv. For there he uoth but only fay 
he faw Chrift, but concerning the place he fpeaUeth 
; nothing. Wherefore this place of feripture proveth 
i not that Chrift was both in hea-ven and; earth at ones 

; Brookes. I told you before he would not believe.' 
! Here be three opinions, the Lutherans, the Oecolami-» 
padians, and we the Catholics. If you the Oecolam- 
padians have the truth, then the Lutherans, and we the 
\ Catholics be out of the way. If the Lutherans have- the 
truth, then you the Oecolampadians and we the Catho- 
lics be out of the way. But if we the Catholics have the; 
truth, as we have indeed, then- the Lutherans and you 
, the Oecolampadians 1 are out of the way, a* you arc in- 
' deed, for the Lutherans- do call you heretics; 

White. My lord, you have troubled me greatly with 
the fcriptures. 

Brookes. Did I not tell you it was not pofiible to 
I remove him from his error ? Away with him to the Lol- 
. lards' Tower, and difpatcb him as foon as you can. 

This was the effect of my firft examination. More 
[ examinations 1 had after this, which I have no time now 
i to write out. 

I Amongft many other examinations of the aforefaid 
i Richard White, it happened one time, that Dr. Black- 
. ftone, chancellor of Exeter, fet upon him, with divers 
others, who alledging certain doctors, as Chryfoftom, 
Cyprian, Tertullian, againft the faid Richard White, 
and being reproved by him for his falfe patching of the 
doctors, fell into fuch a trembling and making, (his 
confeience belike accufing him) that he was fain, ftoop- 
ing down, to lay both his hands upon his knees to ftay 
his - body from trembling. 

Then the faid John Hunt, and Richard White, after 
many examinations and long captivity, at length were 
called for, and brought before Dr. Geffcry, the biihop's 
chancellor, there to be condemned, and fo they were. 
The high Iheriff at that prefent was fir Anthony Hun- 
gerford, who being then at the feffions, was there 
charged with thefe two condemned perfons, with other 
malefa&ors there condemned likewife the fame time, to 
fee them put to death. 

In the mean time Mr. Clifford, of Bofco, in Wilt- 
fhire, fon-in-law to the faid fir Anthony Hungerford, 
the {heriff, came to his father, exhorting and counfel- 
ling him in no cafe to meddle with the death of thefe 
two innocent perfons j and if the chancellor and priefls 
would needs be kvftaM . upon him, yet he fliould firft 
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require the writ to be fent down, De comburendo i for his 

^S^Amhony Hungerford hearing this, and under- 
Handing iuftice Brown to be in the town the fame time, 
went to him to afk his advice andcounfel in the matter, 
who told him that without the writ fent down from the 
fuperior powers, he could not be - difcharged ; and if 
the writ were fent, then he muft by the law do his 

Cb The'fheriff underftanding by jufticc Brown, how far 
he might go by the law, and having at that time no writ 
for his ; warrant, let them alone, and the next day after 
taking his horfe, departed. . . 

The chancellor aU this while marvelling what the 
fheriff meant, and yet difdaining to go unto him, but 
looking rather the other fhould have come firft to him, 
at 1 aft hearing that he was rid away, took his horfe and 
rid after him ; who at length overtaking the fheriff, 
declared unto him how he had committed certain con- 
demned prifoners to his hand, whofe duty had been to 
have fcen execution done ; the matter, he faid, was great, 
and therefore willed him to look well unto it how he 
would anfwer the matter. And thus began he fiercely 

t0 Wherein notef good reader, by the way, the clofe 
and covert hypocrify of the papifts in their deahngs : 
who in the form and ftile of their own fentence con- 
demnatory, pretend a petition unto the fecular power, 
fnZe woli'nds of Jefus^ Chrift, that the ngour of the 
law may be mitigated, and that .their life may befpared. 
And how ftandeth this now with their doings and deal- 
ings, when this chancellor (as you i fee) is not only con- 
tented to give fentence agamft them, but alfo hunteth 
after the officer, not fullering him to fpare them, al- 
though he would ? What diffitnuktion is this of men, 
going and doing contrary 
feffion? But let us return t 

The flieriffhearing the chancellor's words, and feeing 
him fo urgent upon him, told him again that he wa»,no 
babe, which now was to be taught of hirn. If he had 
any writ to warrant and difcharge him m bujning thofe 
rnen then he knew what he had to do. Why, faith the 
chancellor, did not I give you a writ wuh my hand 
and eight more of the clofe fet unto the fame ? Well, 
cLtb the fherifF, that is no fuf&ient difcharge for me r 
and therefore as- 1 told you, tf you have a fufficient writ 
and warrant from the fupenor powers I know then what 
I have to do in. my office; otherwise, if you have no 
other writ but that, I tell you, I will neither burn them 
for you, nor any of you all, &c. 

Where note again (good reader) how by this it may 
^ thm«rht and fuppofed, that the other poor faints and 
Si^S God, ?uch as had been burned atSalifbury 
bVfore were burned belike without any authonfed or 
fufficient writ from the fuperiors but only from the in- 



weeping and tendernefs of heart (but how they could 
not tell), that they could not pray one^word, but f 0 
continued a great fpace, burfting out in tears; After 
that night was.paft, and the morning come, the firft word 
they heard, was, that the chancellor, their great enemy, 
was dead. The time of whole death they found to be > 
the fame hour, when they fell into; fuch a fudden weep- 
ing. The Lord in all his works be praifed, Amen. ; 
Thus much concerning the death of that wicked chan- 
cellor. 

Richard White and John Hunt, after the death of the > 
chancellor, the bifhop alfo being dead a little before, 
continued ft ill in prifon till the happy coming in of queen 
Elizabeth ; and fb were fet at liberty. 



An Account of the Martyrdom of a young Lad of Eight ' 
Tears old y fcourged 'to Death in Bifhop Bonner's 
Houfe in London. 

and cruel death of a poor inno- 



'the uncTrcumfpedl negligence of the fheriffs, who fhould 
have looked more fubftantiall; 
this I leave and refer 
return to the ftory again. 



f into the matter, 
r I leave and refer unto the magiftrates. 



Tvko» Geffery, the chancellor, thus fent away from 
t J Sheriff, went home, and there fell fick upon the fame, 
ffor anger belike) as they fignifiec] 1 unto me, who were 
the parties themfelves, both godly and grave perfons, 
who were then condemned, the one of them, which is 
Richard White, being yet alive. 

The under fheriff to this fir Anthony Hungerford, 
above-named, was one Mr. Michell, agodly man. So 
thaVnot long after this came down the writ to burn the 
iove-namel Richard White and John Hunt ; but the 
7w <Wiff receiving the faid writ, faid, I will not be 
Sfl y oTSen'sllood, and immediately burnt the 
wri ng, and departed his way. Within, four days after 
the chancellor died ; concerning whofe death this cometh 
Hv the way to be noted, that thefe two aforefaid, John 
Hunt and Richard White, being the fame time in a 
low and dark dungeon, being Saturday, toward evening 
According to their accuftomed manner) fell to evening; 
braver. Who kneeling there together, as they mould 
begin their- prayer, fuddenty fell both to .fuch a ftrange 



IF bloody 
cent, fuffering for no caufe of his 
truth of Chrift and his religion, do make a martyr, no 
lefs defer.veth the child of JohnFetty, to be reputed in 
the catalogue of holy martyrs, who in the houfe of 
.bifhop Bonner, was unmercifully fcoifffeed to death, 
as by the fequel of this ftory here following may 
appear. 

Amongft thofe that were perfecuted and miferably .. 
irnprifoned for the profeffion of Chrift's gofpel, and yet 
mercifully delivered, by the providence of God, there 
was one John Fetty, a godly poor man, dwelling in the 
parifh of Clerkcnwell, and was by vocation a taylor, of 
the age of twenty-four ' years or thereabouts, who was 
accufed and complained of unto one Brokenbury, a. 
parfon of the fame parifh, by his owrt wife, be caufe he 
would not come unto the church, and be partaker of theii 
idolatry and fuperftition ; and therefore, through the 
faid prieft's procurement, he was apprehended by 
Richard Tanner, and his fellow conftables there, and 
one Martin the headborough. However, immediately 
upon his apprehenfion, his wife (by the juft judgment: 
of God) was flricken mad, and diverted of her wits, 
which declared a marvellous example of the juftice of 
God againft fuc^ unfaithful andmoft unnatural treachery. 
And although this example (perhaps for lack of know- 
ledge and inftruclion in fuch cafes) little moved the con- 
fciences of thefe fimple poor men to ceafe their perfec- 
tion ; yet natural piry towards that ungrateful woman 
wrought fo in their hearts, that for the prefervation and 
fupport of her and her two children (like otherwife to 
perifh) they for that prefent let her hufband alone, and 
would not carry him to prifon, but yet fuffered him to 
remain quietly in his houfe. During which time, he as 
it were forgetting the wicked and unkind fact of his : 
wife, did yet fo cherifhand provide . fop her, that within 
the fpace of three weeks (through God's merciful pro- 
vidence) fhe was well amended, and had recovered again 
fome ftay of her wits and femes.: 

But fuch was the power of Satan in the malicious 
heart of that wicked woman, that notwithftanding his 
gentle dealing with her, yet fofoon as fhe had recovered 
fome health, fhe did again accufe her hufband; where- 
upon he was the fecond time apprehended, and carried 
unto fir John Mordaunt, knight, one of the queen's 
commiflioners, and he upon examination fent him by 
Cluny, the bifhop 's fumner, unto the Lollards' Tower : 
where he was put into the painful flocks, and had a difh 
of water fet by him; ,with a ftone put into it. To what 
purpofe God knoweth, except it were to fhew that he 
fhould look for little other fuftenance. Which is cre- 
dible enough, if <we confider their like praaices upon 
divers before-mentioned in this hiftory, as k amongft 
others, upon Richard Smkh, who died through their 
cruel imprifonment ; touching whom, when a godly 
woman came to Dr. Story, to have leave that fhe might 
bury him, he afked her if he had any ftraw or blood in. 
his mouth ; but what he meant thereby, I leave to the 
judgment of the wife. 
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After the afprcfaid John Fetty had thus lain in pri- 
fon for the fpace of fifteen days, hanging in the flocks, 
fomctimcs by one leg and one arm, fometimes by the 
other, and fometimes by both, it happened that one of 
his children (a boy of the age of eight or nine years) 
came unto the bifhop's houfe to fee if he could get 
leave to fpeak with his father. At his coming thither, 
one of the bifhop's chaplains met with him, and afked 
him what he lacked, and whom he would have. The 
child anfwered, that he came to fee his father. The 
chaplain afked again who was his father. The boy 
then told him, and pointing towards Lollards' Tower, 
fhewed him that his father was there in prifon. Why, 
faid the prieft, thy father is an heretic : the child being 
of a bold and quick fpirit, and alfo godly brought up, 
and inftrucled by his father in the knowledge of God, 
anfwered and faid, My father is no heretic j for you have 
Balaam's mark. 

With that the prieft took the child by the hand, and 
carried him into the bifhop's houie, and there amongft 
them did theymoft fhamefully, and without all pity, fo 
whip and fcourge, being naked, this tender child, that 
he was all in a gore of blood, and then in jolly brag of 
their catholic tyranny, they caufed Cluny, having his 
coat upon his arm, to carry the child in his fhirt unto 
his father being in prifon, the blood running down his 
heels. 

At his coming unto his father the child fell down 
upon his knees, and afked his blefling. The poor man 
then beholding his child, and feeing him fo cruelly ar- 
rayed, cried out for forrow, and faid, Alas, Will, who 
hath done this to thee? The boy anfwered, that as he 
•was feeking to come to fee his father, a prieft with 
Balaam's mark took him into the bifhop's houfe, and 
there he was fo handled. Cluny therewith violently 
plucked the child away out of his father's hands, and 
tarried him back again into the bifhop's houfe, where 
they kept him three days after. 

And at three days end, Bonner (minding to make 
the matter whole, and fomewhat to appeafe the poor 
man, for this their horrible fact) determined to releafe 
him; arid therefore caufed him early in the morning to 
be brought out of Lollards' Tower into his bedchamber, 
where he found the bifhop bathing of himfelf againft a 
great fire : and at his firft entering into the chamber, 
Fetty faid, God be here, and peace. God be here, and 
peace! faid Bonner; that is neither God fpeed, nor 
good morrow. If you kick againft this peace (faid 
Fetty), then this is not the place that I feek for. 

A chaplain of the bifhop's ftanding by, turned the 
poor man about, and thinking to deface him, faid in a 
mocking manner, What have we here, a player? Whilft 
Fetty was thus ftanding in the bifhop's chamber, he 
efpied hanging about the bifhop's bed, a great pair of 
black beads; whereupon he faid, My lord, I think the 
hangman is not' far off: for the halter, pointing to the 
beads, is here already. At which words the bifhop was 
in a marvellous rage. 

Then he immediately after efpied alfo ftanding in the 
faid bifhop's chamber in the window a little crucifix. 
Then he afked the bifhop what it was ; and he anfwered 
that it was Chrift. Was he handled fo cruelly as he is 
here pidtured ? faid Fetty. 

Yea, that he was, faid the bifhop. 

And even fo cruelly will you handle fuch as come 
before you : for you are unto God's people as Caiaphas 
was unto Chrift. 

The bifhop being in a great fury, faid, Thou art a 
vile heretic, and I will burn thee, or elfe I will fpend all 
that I have unto my gown. 

Nay, my lord, faid Fetty, you had better give it to 
fqme poor body, that he may pray for you. But yet 
Bonner bethinking himfelf of" the danger that the child 
was in by their whipping, and what peril might enfue 
thereupon, thought . better to difcharge him; which 
thing was accomplifhed. 

Whereupon, after this and fuch like talk, the bifhop 
at laft difcharged him, willing him to go home, arid 
carry his child with him ; which he did, and that with 
a heavy heart, to fee his poor boy in fuch extreme pain 
No. 55. 



and grief. But within fourteen days after the child 
died, whether through his cruel fcourging or any other 
infirmity, I know not ; and therefore I refer the truth 
thereof unto the Lord, who knoweth all fecrets, and 
alfo to the difcreet judgment of the reader. But how- 
ever, it was, the Lord yet ufed their cruel and deteftable 
fact as a means of his providence for the delivery of 
this good poor man and faitnful chriftian ; his name 
therefore be ever praifed. Amen. 



An Account ef the cruel Handling and Burning of 
NICHOLAS BURTON, an Englifh Merchant, m 

I THINK it not amifs in this place to mention the 
flory of Nicholas Burton, being fuch as is not un- 
worthy to be known, as well for the example' of his An- 
gular conftancy, as alfo for the noting of the extreme 
dealing and cruel revenge of thofe catholic inquifitors 
of Spain, who under the pretended vifor of religion, do 
nothing but feek their own private gain and advantage, 
with crafty rifling and fpoiling of other men's goods, 
as by .the noting of this ftory may appear. 

The fifth day of November, about the year of our 
Lord 1560, this Nicholas Burton, citizen fometimc of 
London, and merchant, dwelling in the parifh of Little 
St. Bartholomew, peaceably and quietly following his 
traffic in the trade of merchandize, and being in the 
city of Cadiz, in the party of Andalufia, in Spain, there 
came into his lodging a Judas, or, as they term them, a 
familiar of the fathers of the inquifition. Who afkiitg 
for the faid Nicholas Burton, feigned that he had a let- 
ter to deliver into his own hands ; by which means he 
fpake with him immediately. And having no letter to 
deliver to him, then the faid promoter, or familiar, ac 
the motion of the devil his mailer, whofe mefTenger he 
was, invented another lie, and faid, that he would take 
lading for London in fuch fhips as the faid Nicholas 
Burton had freighted to lade, if he would let any;, 
which was partly to know where he loaded his goods, 
that they might' attach them, and chiefly to .detract the 
time until the ferjeant of the inquifition might come 
and apprehend the body of the faid Nicholas Burton; 
which they did incontinently. 

He then well perceiving that they were not able to 
burden or charge him that he had written, fpoke, or 
done any thing there in that country againft the ecclc- 
fiaftical or temporal laws of the fame realm, boldly 
afked them what they had to lay to his charge that they 
did fo arreft him, and bade them to declare the caufe, 
and he would anfwer them. Notwithflanding they an- 
fwered nothing, but commanded him with cruel threat- 
ening words to hold his peace, and not to fpeak one 
word to them. 

And fo they carried him to the filthy common prifon 
of the town of Cadiz, where he remained in irons four- 
teen days amongft thieves. 

All which time he fo inftrudted the poor prifoners in 
the word of God, according to the good talent which. 
God had given him in that behalf, and alfo in the Spa- 
nifh tongue to utter the fame, that in fhort fpace he had 
well reclaimed feveral of thofe fuperftitious and ignorant 
Spaniards to embrace the word of God, and to reject: 
their popifh traditions. 

Which beingknown unto the officers of the inquifition, 
they conveyed him laden with irons from thence to a 
city called Seville, into a more cruel and ftraiter prifon 
called Triana, where the faid fathers of the inquifition 
proceeded againft him fecrctly according to their accuf- 
tomable cruel tyranny, that never after he could be fuf- 
fered to write or fpeak to any of his nation : fp that to 
this day it is unknown who was his accufer. 

Afterward, the 20th of December, they brought the 
faid Nicholas Burton, with a great number of other pri- 
foners, for profeffing the true chriftian religion, into the 
city of Seville, tp a place where the faid inquifitors fat in 
judgment, which they call Auto, with a canvas coat, 
whereupon- in divers parts was painted the figure of a 
7 W * huge 
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huge devil, tormenting a foul in a flame of fire, and on 
his head a copping tank of the fame work. 

His tongue was forced out of his mouth with a cloven 
ftkk fattened upon it, that he fhould not utter his con- 
fciencc-and faith to t!se people, and fo he was fet with 
another Englifliman of Southampton, and divers other 
condemned men for religion, as well Frenchmen, as. 
Spaniards, upon a fcaffold over againft the faid mqui- 
iition, where their fehtences and judgment were read 
and pronounced againft them. 

And immediately after the faid fentences given, they 
were carried from thence to the place of execution 
•without the city, where they tnoft cruelly burned them, 
for whofe conftant faith God be praifed. 

This Nicholas Burton by the way, and in the flames 
of fire, had fo cheerful a countenance, embracing death 
with all patience and gladnefs, that the tormentors and 
enemies which flood by, faid, that the devil had his foul 
before he came to the fire; and therefore they faid his 
fenfes of feeling were part him. 

It happened that after the arreft of Nicholas Burton 
aforefaid, immediately all the goods and merchandize 
which he brought with him. into Spain by the way of 
traffic, were (according to their common ufage) fcized, 
and taken into the fcquefter; among which they alfo 
rolled up much that appertained to another Englilh 
merchant, wherewith he was credited as faftor. Where- 
of fo foon as news was brought to the merchant as well 
of the imprifonmentof his factor, as of the arreft made 
upon his goods, he fent his attorney into Spain, with 
- authority from him to make claim to his goods, and to 
demand them ; whofe name was John Fronton, citizen 
of Briftol. 

When his attorney was landed at Seville, and had 
fiiewed all his letters and writings to the holy houfe, 
requiring them that fuch goods might be delivered into 
his poffeffio-n, anfwer was made him that he mutt fue 
by bill, and retain an advocate (but all was doubtlefs to 
delay him), and they forfooth of courtcfy afllgned him 
one to frame his fupplication for him, and other fuch 
bills of petition, as he had to exhibit in their holy court, 
demanding for each bill eight rials, albeit they flood him 
in no more ftead than if he had put up none at all. And 
for the fpace of three or four months this fellow 
not twice a day attending every morning and afternoon 
at the inquifitor's palace, filing unto them upon his 
knees for his difpatch, but efpecially to the bilhop of 
Tarracon, who was at that very time chief in the inqui 
iition at Seville, that .he of his abfolute authority woul 
command reftitution to be made thereof; but the booty 
was fo good and great, that it was very hard to come 

^At length, after he had fpent four whole months in 
fiiits and requefts, and alfo to no purpofe, he received 
this anfwer from them, That he muft (hew better evi- 
dence, and brine; more fufficient certificates out of Eng- 
land for proof of this matter, than thofe which he had 
already prefented to the court. Whereupon the party 
forthwith ported to London, and with all fpeed returned 
to Seville again with more ample and large letters tefti- 
monial, and certificates, according to their requefts, and 
exhibited them to the court. 

Notwithftanding the inquifitors lull flufted him ort, 
excufing themfelves by lack of leifure, and for that they 
■were occupied in more weighty affairs, and with fuch 
anfwers put him oft" for four months after. 

At laft, when the party had well nigh fpent all his 
money, and therefore fued the more earneftly for his 
difpatch, they referred the matter wholly to the biftiop. 
Of whom, when he repaired unto him, he got this 
anfwer, That for himfelf, he knew what he had to do; 
howbeit he was but one man, and the determination 
appertained to the other commiffioners as well as unto 
him: and thus by pofting and palling it from one to 
another, the party could obtain no end of his iuit. 
Yet for his importunity's fake. they being refolved to 
difpatch him, it was on this fort : one ot the inquifi- 
tors, called Gafco, a man very well experienced m 
thefe practices, willed the party to refort unto him after 
dinner. 



The fellow being glad to hear this news, and fop* 
pofing that his goods fliould.be reftored unto him, and 
that he was called in for that purpofe to .talk ^yith the 
other that was in prifon, to confer with him about their 
accounts, rather through a little mifunderftanding, hear* 
ing the inquifitors caft out a word, that it fhould be need- 
ful for him to talk with the prifoner, and being thereupon 
more than half perfiiaded, that at length they meant good 
faith, did fo, and repaired thither about the evening. 
Immediately upon his coming, the gaoler was forthwith 
charged with him, to fliut him up clofe in fuch a prifon 
where they appointed him. 

The party hoping at the firft that he had been called 
for about fome other matter, and feeing himfelf, contrary 
his expectation, caft into a dark dungeon, perceived 
... length that the world went with him far otherwife 
than he fuppofed it would have done. 

But within two or three days after he was brought 
to the court, where he began to demand his goods; 
and becaufe it was a device that well ferved their turn, 
without any more circumftance, they bid him fay his 
Maria; "Ave Maria gratia plena, Dominus te- 
benedicta tu in mulieribus, & benedidus fructus 
ventris tui Jefus, Amen." 

The fame was written word by word as he fpake it, 
and without any more talk of claiming his goods, be- 
caufe it was needlefs, they commanded him to prifon 
again, and entered an action againft him as an heretic, 
forafmuch as he. did not fay 'his Ave Maria after the 
Romifh falhion, but ended it very fufpicioufly, for he ' 
fbould have added moreover; " Sancta Maria mater 
Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus :" by abbreviating 
whereof, it was evident enough (faid they) that he did 
not allow the mediation of faints. 

Thus they picked a quarrel to detain him in prifon a 
longer feafon, and afterwards brqught him forth upon 
their ftage difguifed after their manner ; where fentencc 
was given, that he fliould lofe all the goods which he 
fued for, though they were not his own, and bcfides 
this, fuffcr a year's imprifonment. 

In the year 1560 fcveral other Engliftimen fuffered 
in Spain, among whom John Baker and William Bur- 
gate were apprehended, and burnt the fecond day of 
November in the city of Seville. 

Mark Bruges, an Englifliman, mafter of an Englilh. 
{hip called the Minion, was burnt in a city in Portugal. 

William Hoker, a young man about the age of iix- 
teen years, being an Englifliman, was ftoned to death by 
certain young men in the city of Seville, for the fame 
righteous caufe. . , 

But of thefc and fuch other matters which happened 
in Spain, becaufe they fell not within the reign of queen 
Mary, but fince her time, we fliall treat more hereafter, 
when we come to the reign of queen Elizabeth, where we 
fliall give an account, not only of the martyrs abroad, 
but alfo the whole inquifition of Spain and Flanders, 
with the tragical tumults and troubles happening within 
the laft memory of thefe our latter unhappy days. 



A Treatife mcerning thofe that were Scourged by the 
Papifts, for the Caufe of the Gofpel. 

A FTER this bloody flaughter of God's faints and 
f\ fcrvants thus ended and difcuficd let us now pro 
ceed (by God's affiftance) to treat of fuch as for the ^fame 
caufe of religion have been, though not put to death >et 
whipped and fcourged' by the . enemies of _God s wc rd 
firft beginning with Richard Wilmot and Thomas i air 
fax, who about the time of Anne A&ew were mifcnWy 
rent and tormented with fcourges and ftr.pes for Jen- 
faithful ftanding to Chrift and his truth, as by the ltory 
and examination of them both may appear. 
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fermon was on the Epiftle of the fame day, written in 
the tenth chapter to the Hebrews ; wherein he very 
Jearnedly proved by the fame place of fcripture and 
others, that Chrift was the only and fufRcient facrifice 
unto God the Father for the fins of the whole world, and 
that there was no more facrifice to be offered for fin by 
the priefts, forafmuch as Chrift had offered his body on 
the crofs, and fhcd his blood for the fins of the people, 
and that once for all. For which fermon he was appre- 
hended by-Bonner, and brought before Stephen Gardiner 
and others of the council, where he prqmifed to recant 
his doctrine at St. Paul's Crofs, the fecond Sunday after 
Ealter. And accordingly he was there and preached, 
Bonner with all his doilors fitting before him : but he 
fo preached and handled his matter, that he rather ve- 
rified his former faying, than denied any part of that 
which he before had preached.' For which the pro- 
teftants praifed God, and heartily rejoiced. 

Bifhop Bonner and his champions were not at all 
pleafed therewith, but yet notwithftanding they took 
him home with them, and he was fo handled among the 
wolfifii generation, that they made him come to the 
Crofs again the next Sunday. 

And becaufe the magiftrates fhould now hear him,, 
and be witnefs of this recantation which was moll biaf- 
phemous, to deny Chrifl's facrifice to be fufficient for 
penitent finners, and to fay that the facrifice of the 
niafs was good, godly, and an holy facrifice, propitia- 
tory and available both for the quick and the dead : 
becaufe (I fay) that they would have the nobles to hear 
this blafphemous doctrine, the viperous generation pro- 
cured all the chief of the council to be there prefent. 

Now to come to our matter: at this time, the fame 
week, between his firft fermon and the laft, and while 
Dr. Crome was in durance, one Richard Wilmot being 
apprentice in Bpw-lane, of the age of 18. years, and 
fitting at work in his mailer's (hop, in the month of 
July, one Lewis, a Welchman, being one of the 
guard, came into the fiiop, having things to do for 
himfelf. 

One afked him what news at the court, and he an- 
fwered, that the old heretic, Dr. Crome, had recanted 
now indeed before the council, and that he {hould on 
Sunday next be at St. Paul's Crofs again, and there 

Then Wilmot fitting at his matter's work, and hear- 
ing him fpeak thefe words, and rejoicing, in the fame, 
began to fpeak unto him, faying, that he was forry to 
hear this news : for (faid he) if Crome (hould fay 
otherwife than he hath faid, then is it contrary to the 
truth of God's word, and contrary to his own con- 
fcience, which before God fhall accufe him. 

Lewis anfwered and faid, that he had preached and 
taught herefy ; and therefore it was meet that he (hould 
in fuch a place revoke it. 

Wilmot told him that he would not fo fay,, neither 
did he hear him preach any doctrine contrary to God's 
written word, but that he proved his doctrine, and that 
fufficiently, by the fcriptures. 

Lewis then afked him how he knew that? 

Wilmot anfwered, By the fcriptures of God, wherein 
he (hall find God's will and pleafurc, what he willeth all 
men to do, and what not to do ; and alfo by them he 
fhould prove and try all doctrines, and the falfe doctrine 
from the true. 

Lewis faid, it was never well fince the bible was 
tranflated into Englifh ; and that he was both an he- 
retic and a traitor that caufed it to be tranflated into 
Englifli (meaning Cromwel), and therefore was re- 
Warded according to his deferts; 

Wilmot anfwered again, What his deferts and of- 
fences were to his prince a great many do not know, 
neither is it of any force whether they do or no, 
fince, he was fure that he 16ft his life for offending his 
prince, and the law did put it in execution : adding 
moreover, concerning that man, that he thought it 
pleafed God to raifc him from a low eftate, and to 
place him in high authority, partly unto this, that he 
(hould do that which all the bifhops in the realm yet 
never did, in rcftoring again God's holy word, which 



being hid long before from the people in a flrange 
tongue, and how coming abroad amongft us k will bring 
our bifhops and priefts, faid he, in lefs eftimation 
among the people. 

Lewis afked, Why fo? 

Wilmot faid, Becaufe their doctrine and living is not 
agreeable to his word. 

Then faid Lewis, I never heard but that all men 
fhould learn of the bifhops and prieftsj becaufe they 
are learned men, and have been brought up in learning 
all the days of their lives'. Wherefore they mufl needs 
know the truth, and our fathers did believe their doc- 
trine and learning, and I think they did well, for the 
world was far better then than it is now. 

Wilmot anfwered, I will not fay fo : for we muft not 
believe them becaufe they are bifhops, neither becaufe 
they are learned, neither becaufe our forefathers did 
follow their doctrine. For I have read in God's book, 
how that bifhops and learned men. have taught the 
people falfe doctrine, and likewifc the priefts from time 
to time, and indeed thofe people our forefathers believed 
as they taught, and as they thought, fo thought the peo- 
ple. But for all this Chrift calleth them falfe prophets, 
thieves, and murderers, blind leaders of the blind, wil- 
ling the people to take heed of them, left they fhould 
both fall into the ditch. 

Moreover we read, that the bifhops, priefts, and 
learned men have been commonly refifters of the truth 
from time to time, and have always pcrfecuted the pro- 
phets in the old law, as their fucceflbrs did perfecute 
our Saviour Chrift and his difciples in the new law. 
We mufl: take heed therefore that we credit them no 
further than God will have us, neither follow them nor 
our forefathers otherwife than he commandeth us. For 
Almighty God hath given to all people, as well to kings 
and princes, as bifhops, priefts, learned and unlearned 
men, a commandment and law, unto which he willeth. 
all men to be obedient. Therefore if any bifhop or 
pricft preach or teach, or prince or magiiVrate com- 
mand any thing contrary to his commandment, we muft 
take heed how we obey them. For it is better for us 
to obey God than man. 

Marry, fir, quoth Lewis, you are an holy doctor in- 
deed. By God's blood, if. you were my man, I would 
fet you about your bufinefs a little better, and not fuffer 
you to look upon books, and fo would your mafter if 
he were wife. And with that in came his mafter, and 
a young man with him, who was a fcrvant to Mr. 
Daubney, in Watling-ftreet. 

His mafter afked him what was the matter. 

Lewis faid, that he had a knavifh boy here to his fer- 
vant, and how that if he were his, he would rather hang 
him than keep him in his houfe. 

Then his mafter being fomewhat moved, afked his 
fellows what the matter was. 

They faid, they began to talk about Dr. Crome. 

Then his mafter afked what he had faid, fwearing a 
great oath, that he would make him tell him. 

He faid, That he trufted he had faid nothing, where- 
with either he or Mr. Lewis might juftly be offended, 
I pray (quoth Wilmot), afk him what I faid. 

Marry (faid Lewis), this he faid, that Dr. Crome did 
preach and teach nothing but the truth, and how that 
if he recanted on Sunday next he would be forry to 
hear it, and that if he do, he is made to do it againft 
his confeience. And more he faith, that we muft not 
follow our bifhops' doctrine and preaching : for, faith 
he, they be hinderers of God's word, and perfecutors. of 
that ; and how Cromwel (that traitor) did more good 
in fetting forth the bible, than all our bifhops have done 
thefe hundred years ; thus reporting the matter worfe 
than it really was. f 

His mafter hearing this, was in a great fury, and . 
rated him, faying, that either he would be hanged or 
burned, fwearing that he would take away all his books 
and burn them. 

The young man (Mr. Daubney's fervant) (landing 
by hearing this, began to fpeak on his part unto Lewis, 
and his talk confirmed all the fayings of the other to be 
true. 

This 
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This young man was learned, his name was Thomas 
Fairfax. Lewis hearing this man's talk as well as the 
other's, went his way in a rage to the court. 

On the next day they heard, that the faid Wilmot and 
Fairfax were fent for to come to the lord.mayor. The 
melTenger was Mr. Smart, the fword-bearer of London. 
They came before dinner to the mayor's houfe, and were 
commanded to fit down to dinner in the hall j and when 
dinner was done, they were both called into a parlour, 
■where the mayor and fir Roger Cholmley was, who 
examined them federally, the one not hearing the 
other. 

The effedr. of their difcourfc was this ; fir Roger Cholm- 
ley faid to Wilmot, that my lord mayor and he had re- 
ceived a commandment from the council, to fend for 
him and his company, and to examine them of certain 
things which were laid to their charge. 

Then faid Mr. Cholmley to him, Sirrah, what coun- 
tryman art thou ? He anfwered, That he was born in 
Cambridgefhire, and in fuch a town. Then he afked 
him, how long he had been in the city. He told him. 

Then he afked what learning he had. He faid, little 
learning and fmall knowledge. Then (deridingly) he 
afked how long he had known Dr. Crome. He faid, 
about two years. Then he called him a lying boy, and 
faid that he (the faid Wilmot) was his fon. 

The other faid unto him, that was unlike, for that 
he never law his mother, nor fhc him. Cholmley faid 
he lied. Wilmot faid he could prove it to be true. 
Then he afked him how he liked his fermon that he 
made at. St. Thomas Acres chapel in Lent. He faid 
that indeed he heard him not. He faid yes, and the 
other nay. Then faid he, What fay you to his fer- 
mon made at the Crofs the laft day, heard you not 
• that? 

Wilmot. Yes, and in that fermon he deceived a 
great number of people: 
Cholmley. How fo ? 

Wilmot. For that they looked that he fhould have 
recanted his doctrine that he taught before, and did 
not, but rather confirmed it. 

Cholmley. Yea, fir, but how fay you now to him ? 
. For he hath recanted before the council ; and hath pro- 
mifed on Sunday next to be at the Crofs again; how 
think you of that ? 

Wilmot. If he fo did, I am the more forry to hear 



Cholmley. But what fay you ? Was his firft fermon 
herefy or not ? 

Wilmot. No, I fuppofe it was no herefy. For if it 
•were, St. Paul's epiftle to the Hebrews was herefy, and 
Paul an heretic that preached fuch doctrine ; but God 
forbid that any clariftian man Ihould fo think of the 
holy apoftle ; neither do I fo think. 

Cholmley. Why, how knoweft thou that St. Paul 
wrote thofe things that are in Englifh now, to be true, 
■whereas Paul never wrote Englifh or Latin? 

Wilmot. I am certified that learned men of God, 
that did feek to advance his word, did tranfiatc the fame 
out of the Greek and Hebrew into Latin and Englifh, 
and that they durft not prefumc to alter the fenfe of the 
fcripturc of God, and laft will and tcftamcnt of Chrift 
Jefus. 

Then the lord mayor, being in a great fury, afked .him 
what he had to do to read fuch books, and faid, that it 
was a pity that his matter did fuffcr him fo to do, and 
that he was not fct better to work ; and in fine faid unto 
him, that he had fpoken evil of my lord of Winchefter, 
and bifhop Bonner, thofe reverend <md learned fathers 
and counfellors of this realm, for which his ftdl he faw 
no other but he muft fuffcr, as was due to the fame. 
And Mr. Cholmley faid, Yea, my lord, there is fuch a 
fort of heretics and traitcrous knaves taken now in EfTex 
by. my lord Rich, that is too wonderful to hear. They 
fhall be fent to the bifhop fhortly, and fhall be hanged 
and burned all. 

Wilmot. I am forry to hear that of my lord Rich, 
for that he was my godfather, and gave me my name 
at my baptifm. 



Cholmley afked him when he fpake with him. He 
faid, not thefe twelve years. " * 

Cholmley. If he knew that you were fuch a one he 
would do the like by you, and in fo doing he fhould do 
God great fervice. 

Wilmot. I have read the fame faying in the eofbel 
that Chrift faid to his difciples, •« The time fhall come 
faith he, that whofoever killeth you, fhall think that 
he fhall do God good fervice." 

Well, fir, faid Cholmley, becaufe you are fo full of 
your fcripture, and fo well learned, we confider you lack 
a quiet place to ftudy in. Therefore you fhall ga to a 
place where you fhall be moft quiet, and I would with 
you to ftudy how you will anfwer to the council of thofe 
things which they have to charge you with, for elfe it is 
like to coft you your beft joint. I know my lord of 
Winchefter will handle you well enough, when he hear, 
eth thus much. Then was the officer called in to have 
him to the Compter, in the Poultry, and the other to 
the other Compter, not one of them to fee another; and 
thug they remained eight days. In which time their 
matters made great fuit to the lord mayor, and to fir 
Roger Cholmley, to know their offences, and that they 
might be delivered. 

,At length they procured the wardens of the com- 
pany of drapers to labour with them in their fuit to the 
mayor. The mayor went with them to the council : but 
at that time they could find no grace at Winchetter's 
hand, and fir Anthony Browne's, but that they had de- 
ferved death, and that they fhould have the law. 

At length, through much intreaty, he granted them 
this favour, that they fhould not die as they hail deferv- 
ed,. but fhould be tied to a cart's tail, and be whipped 
three market-days through the city. Thus they came 
home that day, and went another day, and the matter 
and wardens of the company petitioned on their knees 
to have this open punilhment relcafed, forfomuch as 
they were fervarits of fo worfhipful a company, and 
that they might be puniflied in their own hall before 
the wardens and certain of the company, which at 
length was granted. 

The next day they appeared before the mafters in the . 
hall, their own mafters. being prefent, where they were 
charged with herefy and treafon, for which, they were 
told, they deferved death, and this was declared with a 
long procefs by Mr. Brookes, the mafter of the company, 
declaring what labour and fuit the mayor and wardens 
had made for them, to fave them from death, which they 
(as he faid) had deferved, and from open fhame, which 
they fhould have had, being judged by the council to 
have been whipped three days through the city at a cart's 
tail, and from thefe two dangers they had laboured to 
deliver them, but not without great trouble and charge. 
For (faid he) the company hath promifed to the council 
for this their mercy towards them, an hundred pounds, 
notwithftanding we muft fee them punifhed in our hall 
within ourfelves for thofe their offences. After thefe 
and many other words, he commanded them to prepare 
themfclves to receive their punifhment. 

Then they were put afunder, and ftripped from the 
waift upward one after another, and had into the midft 
of the hall, where they were wont to make their fire ; 
there was a great ring of iron, to which there was a 
rope tied fait, and one of their feet tied faft to that. 

Then came down two men difguifed in mummers 
apparel, with vifors on their faces, and they beat them 
with great rods till the blood flowed out of their bodies. 
As for Wilmot, he could not lie in his bed for fix 
nights after, for Brookes played the tyrant with them ; 
fo that with the pain and fear, they were never in health 
afterwards, as the faid Wilmot with his mouth hath 
credibly informed us, and we can do no lefs than teftify 
the fame. 

Thus have we briefly declared this little tragedy, 
wherein we may note the malice of the enemies at alt 
times to thofe who profefs Chrift, and take his part, of 
what eftate or degree foever they be, according to the 
apoftle's faying, " It is given unto you not only to be- 
lieve, but alfo to fuffer with him." To whom be ho- 
nour and glory. Amen. 

The 



O.Mary- A.D.1'5'58.] 



The Scourging of Mr, THOMAS GREEN. 



661 



The Scourging of THOMAS GREEN, Printer, wriilen 
by his own Hand. 

IN the reign of queen Mary, I Thomas Green, being 
brought before Dr. Story by my matter, whole name 
is John Wayland, a printer, for a book called Antichrift, 
which had been diltributed to certain honeft men ; he 
allied me where I had the book, and faid I was a traitor. 
I told him I had the book of a Frenchman. Then he 
alked me more queftions, but I told him I could tell him 
no mare. Then he faid, it was no herefy, but treafon, 
and that I fhould be hanged, drawn, and quartered ; 
and fo he called for Cluny, the keeper of the Lollards' 
Tower, and bid him fet me faft in the flocks ; and he 
took me out, and carried rrie to the Coal-houfe, and 
there 1 found a Frenchman lying in the flocks, and he 
took him out, and put a bolt and a fetter on my right 
leg, and another on my right hand, and fo he fet me 
crofs fettered in the flocks, and took the . Frenchman 
away with, him, and there I lay a day and a night. On 
the morrow after, he came and faid, Let me fhift your 
hand and your leg, becaufe you fhall not be lame; and 
he made as though he pitied me, and faid, tell me the 
truth, and I will be your friend. 

And I faid, I had told the truth, and could tell no 
othcrwife. Then he put only my leg in the flocks, and 
fo went his way, and there I remained fix days, and 
would come to no anfwer. 

Then Dr. Story fent for me, and aflced whether I 
would tell him the truth, where I had the book. I faid 
I had told him, of a Frenchman. He afked me where 
I came acquainted with the Frenchman, where he dwelt, 
and where he delivered me the book. I faid, I came 
acquainted with him in Newgate, I coming to my 
friends, who were put in for God's word and truth's 
fake, and the Frenchman coming to his friends alfo, 
there we talked together, and became acquainted one 
with another, and did eat and drink together there with 
our friends, in the fear of God. 

Then Story fcoffed.at me, and faid, Then there was 
brother in Chrift, and brother in Chrift ; and reviled 
me, and called me an heretic, and afked me if I had 
the book of him in Newgate. I faid no ; and I told 
him, as I went on my bulinefs in the ftreet I met him, 
and he alked me how I did, and I him alfo ; fo falling 
into difcourfe, he (hewed me that book, and I defired 
him that he would let me have it. 

In this examination Story faid, it was a great book, 
and allied me whether I bought it, or had it given me. 
I told him I bought it. Then he faid, I was a thief, and 
had ftolen my matter's money. And I faid, a little 
money ferved, for I gave him but four-pence, but I 
promifed him, that at our next meeting 1 would give 
him twelve-pence more. And he faid, that was boldly 
done, for fuch a book as fpake both treafon and 
herefy. 

Then Story required me to bring him two fureties, 
and watch for him that I had the book of, .and I fhould 
have no harm. I made him anfwer, I would bring no 
fureties, nor could I tell where to find them. Then, 
faid he, this is but a lie ;. and fo called for Cluny, and 
bid him lay me faft in the Coal-houfe, faying, he would 
make me tell another tale at my next coming : and fo 
I lay in the flocks day and night, but only when I eat 
my meat, and there I remained ten days before I was 
called for again. 

Then Dr. Story fent for me again, and afked if I 
would yet tell him the truth ; I faid, I neither could 
nor would tell him any other truth than I had done al- 
ready. And while I was there ftanditig, there were 
two brought, which I took to be prisoners. , 

Then Mrs. Story fell in a rage, and fwore a great 
oath, that it were a good deed to put a hundred or two 
of thefe heretic knaves in a houfe, and I myfelf (faid 
fl»e) would fet it on fire. So I was committed to pri- 
fon again, where I remained fourteen days, and came 
to no anfwer. 

Then Story fent for me again, and called me into the 
garden, where I found with him my lord of Windfor's 
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chaplain, and two gentlemen more, and he told them 
all what they had laid and done. They faid, the book 
was a wondrous evil book, and had both treafon and 
herefy ih it. They then afked me what I faid of the 
book. And I faid, I knew no evil of it. 

At which words Story chafed, and faid he would 
hang me up by the hand with a rope; and faid alfo, he 
would cut out my tongue, and mine ears alfo from my 
head. After this they alledgcd two or three things unto 
me out of the book. And I anfwered, I had not read 
the book throughout, and therefore I could give no 
judgment of it. 

Then my lord of Windfor's chaplain and the other 
two gentlemen took me alide, and intreated me very 
gently, faying, Tell us where you had the book, and 
of whom, and I will fave you harmlefs. I made them 
anfwer, that I had told all I could to Dr. Story, and 
began to tell it them again : but they faid, they knew 
that already; fo they left that talk, and went again with 

Then Story burdened me with my faith, and faid 
I was an heretic. Whereupon the chaplain afked me 
how 1 did believe. Then I began to rehearfe the articles 
of my belief, but he bid me let that alone. Then he 
afked me how 1 believed in Chrift. I made him an- 
fwer, that I believed in Chrift who died and rofc again 
the third day, and fitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father. 

Whereupon Story afked me mockingly, What is the 
right hand of God ? I made him anfwer, I thought it 
was his glory. Then faid he, So they fay all. And he 
afked me when he would be weary of fitting there. 
Then inferred my lord of Windfor's chaplain, afking 
me what I faid of the mafs. I faid I never knew what 
it was, nor what it meant, for I underftood it not, be- 
caufe I never learned any Latin, and fince the time I 
had any knowledge, I had been brought up in nothing 
but in reading of Englifh, and with fuch. men as have 
taught the fame 5 with many more queftions, which I 
cannot rehearfe. 

Moreover, he afked me if there were not the very body 
of Chrift, flefh, blood, and bone, in the mafs, after the 
prieft had confecrated it. And I made him anfwer,. 
As for the mafs I cannot underftand it ; but in the Newv 
Teftamenn 1 read, that as the apoftlcs flood looking af- 
ter the Lord when he afcended up into heaven, an angel 
faid to them, " Even as yc fee him afceiid up, fo fhall 
he come again." And I told them another fentence, 
where Chrift faith, " The poor fhall you have always 
with you, but me ye fhall not have always." 

Then Mr. Chapiain put many more queftions to me, 
to which I made no anlwer. Among others, he brought 
Chryfoftom and St. Hierome, for his purpofe. To 
whom I anfwered, that I neither minded nor was able 
to anfwer their doctors, neither knew whether they al- 
ledged them right, or no ; but to that which is written 
in the New Teftament I would anfwer. Here they 
laughed me to fcorn, and called me fool, and faid, they 
would reafon no more with me. 

Then Dr. Story called for Cluny, and bid him take 
me away, and fet me faft, and let no nun fpeak with 
me. So I was fent to the Coal-houfe; where I had not 
been a week, but there came in fourteen prifoners : but 
I was ftill kept alone without company, in a prifon 
called Salt-houfe, having upon my leg a bolt and a 
fetter, and my hands manacled together with irons, 
and there continued ten days having nothing to lie on, 
but bare ftones or a board. 

On a time whilft I. lay there in prifon, the bifhop 
of London coming down a pair of flairs on the back- 
fide undreft, in his hofe and doublet, looked through 
the grate, and afked wherefore I was put in, and who 
put me in. 

I made him anfwer, that 1 was put in for a book 
called Antichrift, by Dr. Story. And he faid, You are 
not afhamed to declare wherefore you were put in, and 
faid it was a very wicked book, and bid me confefs the 
truth to Story. I faid, I had told the truth to him al- 
ready, and defired him to be good unto me, and help 
me out of prifon, for they had kept me there a long 
7 X time. 
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time. And he faid, he could not meddle with it; Story 
hath begun, and muft end it. 

Then I was removed out of the Salt-houfe to give 
place to two women, and carried to the Lollards' 
Tower, and put in rhe ftocks ; and there i found two 
prifoners, one called Lion, a Frenchman, and another 
with him : and fo I was kept in the ftocks more than a . 
month both day and night, and no man fuffered to come 
to me, or to fpeak with me, but only my keeper, who 
, brought me meat. 

Thus we three being together, Lion, the Frenchman, 
fung a pfalm in the French tongue, and we fang with , 
him, fo that we were heard down in the ftreet, and the 
keeper coming up in a great rage, fwore that he would 
put us all in the ftocks ; and fo took the Frenchman, 
and commanded him to kneel down upon his knees, 
and put both his hands in the ftocks, where he remained 
all that night till the next day. 

After this, I being in Lollards' Tower feven days, fince 
my faft being with Story, he fware a great oath, that 
he would rack me, and make me tell the truth. Then 
Story fending for me, commanded me to be brought 
to Walbrook, where he and the commiflioners dined ; 
and by the way my keeper told me that I mould go 
to the Tower to be racked. So when they had dined, 
Story called for me in, and there I flood before them, 
and fome faid I was worthy to be hanged for having 
fuch heretical books. After I had ftaid a little while 
before them, Story called for the keeper, and com- 
manded him to carry me to the Lollards' Tower again, 
and faid, he had other matters of the queen's to do with 
the commiflioners, but he would find another time for 
me. Whilft I lay yet in the Lollards' Tower, the woman 
■which brought the books over, being taken, and her 
books, was put in the Clink, in Southwark, by Huffey, 
one of the arches ; and I Thomas Green do teftify be- 
fore God, now, that I neither difcovered the man nor 
the woman, of whom 1 had the books. 

Then I lying in the Lollards' Tower, being fcnt for 
' before Mr. Huffey, he required of me, wherefore I was 
put into the Lollards' Towej, and by whom. To whom 
I made anfwer, that I was put there by Dr. Story for 
a book called Antichrift. Then he made as though he 
would be my friend, and faid he knew my friends, and 
my father and mother, and bid me tell him of whom I 
had the book, and faid, Come on, tell me the truth. 
I told him as I had told Dr. Story before. 

Then he was angry, and faid, I love thee well, and 
therefore I fend for thee, and looked for a further 
truth: but I could tell him no other j wherefore he 
fent me again to the Lollards' Tower. At my going 
away he called me back again, and faid, that Dixon 
gave me the books, being an old man, dwelling in 
- Birchin-lane ; and I faid he knew the matter better 
than I. So he fent me away to the Lollards' Tower, 
where I remained feven days more. 

Then Mr. Huffey fent for me again, and required of 
me to tell him the truth. I told him I could tell him 
no other truth than I had told Dr. Story before. 

Then he began to tell me of Dixon, of whom, he faid, 
I h»d the books, who had made the matter manifeft be- 
fore j and he told me of all things touching Dixon and 
the books, more than I could myfelf, infamuch that he 
tOld me how many 1 had, and that he had a fack full of 
them in his houfe, and knew where the woman lay bet- 
ter than myfelf. Then I faw the matter fo open and 
manifeft before my face, that' it fignified nothing for 
me to ftand in it. He alked me what I had done with 
the books, and I told him I had but one, and that Dr. 
Story had. He faid I lied, for I had three at one time, 
and he required me to tell him of one. 

Then I told him of one that John Beane had of rac, 
being apprentice with Mr. Tottle. So he promifed me 
before and after, and as he fliould be faved before God, 
that he fliould have no harm. And I kneeling down 
upon my knees, defired him to take my blood, and not 
to hurt the young man. Then he faid, Becaufe you 
have been fo ftubborn, the matter being made manifeft 
by others and not by you, being fa long in prifon, tell 
me if you will ftand to my judgment. I faid, Yea, take 
my blood, and hurt not the young man. 
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Then he told me, I (hould be whipped like a thief 
and a vagabond : and fo I thanked him, and went mv 
way with my keeper to the Lollards* Tower, where I 
remained two or three days, and fo was brought by the 
keeper Cluny, by the' commandment of the commiifion- 
ers, to Chrift's-Hofpital, fometime the Grey-Friars, and 
accordingly had there for that time the correction of 
thieves and vagabonds ; and fo was delivered to Tri. 
nian, the porter, and put into a {linking dungeon. 

And after a few days, I finding friendftiip, was let 
out of the dungeon, and lay in a bed in the night, and 
walked in a yard by the dungeon in the day-time, and 
fo remained prifoner a month and more. 

At length Dr. Story came and two gentlemen with- 
him, and called for me, and I was brought before them. 
Then he faid to the gentlemen, Here cometh this hel 
retic, of whom I had the book called Antichrift; and 
began to tell them how many times I" had been before 
him, and faid, I. have intreated him very gently, and he 
would never tell me the truth, till it was found out by 
others. Then faid he, it were a good deed to cut out 
thy tongue, and thine ears riff thy head, to make thee 
an example to all other heretic knaves. And the gen- 
tlemen faid, Nay, that were pity. Then he afked if I 
would not become an honeft man : and I faid, Yes, for 
I have offended God many ways. Whereupon he bur- 
dened me with my faith ; I told him that I had made 
him anfwer of my faith before my lord Windfor's chap- 
lain, as much as I could. 

So in the end he commanded me to be ftripped, he 
ftanding by me, and called for two of the beadles and 
the whips to whip me ; and the two beadles came with 
a cord, and bound my hands together, and the one end 
of the cord to a (lone pillar. Then one of my friends, 
called Nicholas Prieftman ; hearing them call, for whips, 
hurled in a bundle of rods, which feemed fomcthing'to 
pacify the mind of his cruelty ; and they fcourged me 
with rods. But as they were whipping of me, Story 
afked me if I would go unto my matter again, and I 
faid nay. And he faid, I perceive now . he will be 
worfe than ever he was before : but let me alone (quoth 
he), 1 will find him out if he be in England. And fo 
with many other things, which I cannot rehearfe, when 
they had done whipping of me, they bid me pay my 
fees, and go my ways. 

Dr. Story commanded .that he fliould have an hun- 
dred ftripes, but the gentlemen fo intreated, that he had 
not fo many, Story faying, If I might have my will, I 
would furely cut out his tongue. 



A LETTER. 
From STEPHEN COTTEN to his Brother, 'declaring 
. how he was beaten twice h Bifliop BONNER, before 
he. was burnt at Brentford." 

BROTHER, in the name of the Lord Jefus, I com- 
mend me unto you, and I do heartily thank you, 
for your godly exhortation and counfel. in your laft let- 
ter declared to me. And albeit I do perceive by your 
letter, you are informed, that as we are divers perlons 
in number, fo we are of contrary fedls, conditions, and 
opinions, contrary to the good opinion you had of us 
at your laft being with us in Newgate; be you moft 
affurcd, good brother, in the Lord Jefus, we are all of 
one mind, one faith, one aflured hope in the Lord Jefus, 
whom I truft we altogether with one fpirit, one brotherly 
love, do daily call upon for mercy and forgivenefs ■ of 
our fins, with earneft repentance of our former lives, 
and by whofe precious blood-fhcdding we truft to be 
faved only, and by no other means. Wherefore, good 
brother, in the name of the Lord, feeing thefe impudent 
people, whofe minds are altogether bent to wickednefs, 
envy, uncharitablenefs, evil fpeaking, do go about to 
flander us with untruth, believe them not, neither let 
their wicked fayings once enter into your mind. And 
I truft one day to fee you again, although now I am in 
God's prifon, which is a joyful fchool for them that 
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Ipve. their Lord God, and to me, being a fimple feholar, 
ro oft joyful of all. 

Good brother, once again I do, in the name ot our 
Lord Jefus, exhort you to pray for me, that I may fight 
flrongly in the Lord's battle, to be a . good foldier to my 
captain Jefus Chrift our Lord, and defire my filler alfo 
to do the fame, and do ye not mourn or lament for me, 
but be ye glad and joyful of this my trouble': for I truft 
to be loofed out of this dungeon fhortly, and to go to 
everlafting joy, which never fhall have end. I heard 
flow ye were with the commiffioners. I pray you, fue. 
no more for me, good brother. But one thing 1 fhall 
dcfire you, to be at my departing out of this life, that 
you may bear witnefs with itne that I fhall die, 1 truft 
in God. a true chriftian, and, I hope, all my compa- 
nions in the Lord our God : and therefore believe not 
thefe evil-difpofed people, who are the authors of all 
untruths. 

I pray you provide .me a long fhirt againft the day 
of our. deliverance ; for the fhirt you gave me laft, I 
have given to one of my companions, who had more 
need than I ; as for the money and meat you fent us, 
the bifhop's fervants delivered none to us, neither he 
whom you had fo great truft in. Brother, there is none 
of them to truft to, for the mafter and fervant are both 
alike. I have been twice beaten, and threatened to be 
beaten again by the bifhop himfelf. I fuppofe we fhall 
go into trie country to Fulham, to the bifhop's houfe, 
and there be arraigned. I would have you to hearken 
as much as you can. For when we fhall go, it will be 
fuddenly done. Thus fare you well. From the. Coal- 
houfe, this prefent Friday. 

Your brother, 

Stephen Cotten. 



The Scourging of JAMES HARRIS. j 

IN this fociety of the fcourged profeffors of Chrift, was 
alfo one James Harris, of Billerica, in Effex, a ftrip- 
ling of the age of feventcen years ; who being appre-. 
hended and fent up to Bonner in the company of Mar- 
garet Ellis, by fir John Mordaunt, knight, and Edmund 
Tyrrcl, jufticc of peace (as appcareth by their own let-, 
tcrs before mentioned), was by Bonner divers times 
ftridtly examined. In which examinations he was 
charged not to have come to his parifh church for 
the fpace of one year or more. Whereunto he granted, 
confefling there withal, that once, for fear, he had been 
at the church, and there had received the popifh facra- 
ment of the altar, for which he was heartily forry, deteft- 
ing the fame with all his heart. 

After this, and fuch like anfwers, Bonner (the better 
to try him) perfuaded him to go to confeffion. The 
lad, fomewhat to- fulfil his rcqueft, confented to go, 
and did.' But when he came to the prieft, he flood ftill, 
and faid nothing. Why, quoth the prieft, fayeft thou 
nothing ? What fhall I fay ? faid Harris. Thou muft 
confefs thy fins, faid the prieft. My fins, faid he, be 
fo many, that they cannot be numbered. With that 
the prieft told Bonner what he had faid ; and he, of his 
accuftomed devotion, took the poor lad into his garden, 
and there, with a rod, taken from off a cherry-tree, did 
moft cruelly whip him. 



The Scourging of ROBERT WILLIAMS, a Smith. 

ROBERT WILLIAMS, who being apprehended 
in the fame company, was fo tormented after the 
fame manner with rods in his harbour", who there fub- 
fcribing and yielding himfelf by promife to obey the 
laws, after being let go, refufed fo to do : whereupon 
he was earneftly fought for, but could not be found, 
for that he kept himfelf clofe, and went not abroad but 
by ftea-kh : and now in the mean time of this perfecu- 
tion, this Robert Williams departed this life, and fo 
efcaped the hands of his enemies. The Lord therefore 
be honoured for evef. Amen. 



And forafmuch as I have begun to write of Bonner's 
fcourging, by the occafion thereof cometh to mind to 
infer by the way, his beating of other boys and children, 
and drawing them naked through the nettles, in his 
journey, rowing towards Fulham. The ftory, though 
::t touch no matter of religion, yet becaufe it fheweth 
fomething of the nature and difpofition of that man, 
and may refrefh the reader, wearied perhaps with other 
doleful ftories, I thought not to omit. 

Bbruier, paffing from London to Fulham by water, 
having John Willis and Thomas Hinfhaw above-men- 
tioned with him, both prifoncrs for religion, by the way 
as he went, was faying even-fong with Harpsfield, his 
chaplain, in the barge, and being about the middle of 
their orifons, they eipied fonie young men fwimming 
and wafhing themfelves in' the Thames, over againft 
Lambeth, or a little above : unto whom he went and 
gave very gentle language, and fair fpecch, until he had 
fet his men on land. 

That done, his men ran after the boys to get them, 
as the bifhop commanded them before, beating fomc 
with nettles, drawing fome through bufhes of nettles 
naked, and fome they made to leap into the Thames to 
fave themfelves, that it was marvelled they were not 
drowned. 

Now as the children for fear did cry, and as this 
fkirmifhing was between them, immediately came a 
greater lad thither, to know what the matter meant that 
the boys made fuch a noife. Whom when the bifhop 
efpied, he afked him whether' he would maintain them 
in their doings or no. Unto whom the young fellow 
made anfwer ftoutly, Yea. Then the bifhop commande'd 
him to be taken alfo : but he ran away with fpeed, and 
thus avoided the bifhop's bleffing. Now when the bi- 
fhop faw him run away, and another man fitting upon 
a rail in the way where he ran, he defired him likewife 
to flop the boy : and becaufe he would not, he com'- 
manded his man to fetch that man to him alfo ; but 
be hearing that, ran away as faft as he could, and by 
leaping over the ditch, efcaped the bifhop in like 
manner. 

Then the bifhop, feeing the fuccefs of his battle to 
prove no better, cried to a couple of Ferry-boys to run. 
and hold him that laft ran away. And becaufe they faid 
they could not (as indeed it was true), therefore he 
caufed his men to take and» beat them. The boys 
bearing that, leapt into the water to fave themfelves ; 
notwithftanding they were caught, and in the water by 
the biihop's men held and beat. 

Now, after the end of this fkirmifh, the biihop's 
men returned to their mafter again into the barge, 
and he and Harpsfield his chaplain, went to their even- 
fong afrefh where they left, and fo forfooth the reft of 
their fervice, as clean without malice, as an egg without 
meat. The Lord give him repentance (if it be his will), 
and grace to become a new man. Amen. 



The Whipping of a Beggar, at Salifbui'y. 

T TNTO thefe above fpecified, is alfo to be added the 
VJ miferable whipping of a poor ftarved beggar, who, 
becaufe he would not receive the facrament at Eafter in 
the town of Colingborow, was brought to Salifbury with 
bills and glieves to the chancellor Dr. Geffery, who caft 
him into the dungeon, and after caufed him miferably 
to be whipped by two catch-poles. The fight whereof 
made all godly hearts to rue it, to fee fuch tyranny to 
be fhewed upon fuch a fimple and filly wretch: for they 
that faw him have reported, that they never faw a more 
fimple creature. But what pity can move the hearts of 
mercilcfs papifts. 

Befides thefe above-named, divers others alfo fuffered 
the like fcourgings and whippings in their bodies for 
their faithful ftanding in the truth. Of whom it may 
be faid, as it is written of the apoftles in the Act?, 
" Which departed from the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to fuffer for the name of 
Jefus." '' . , 

4 Anothe 
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Another Treatife of fuch as. being purfued in Queen 
MARY'S Time, were in great Danger, and yet through 
the good Providence of God, mercifully were preferved. 

ALTHOUGH the fecret purpofe of Almighty God, 
which difpofeth all things, differed a great num- 
ber of his faithful fervants both men and women, and 
that of all ages and degrees, to fall into the enemy's 
hands, to abide the brunt of this perfecution, to be 
tried with rods, with whips, with racks, with fetters, 
with famine, with burning of hands, with plucking 
off beards, with burning alfo both hand, beard, and 
body, &c. 

Yet notwithftanding fome there were again, arid that 
a great number, who miraculoufly by the merciful pro- 
vidence of God, againft all men's expeaation, in fafety, 
were delivered out of the fiery rage of this perfei 
tion, either by quitting the realm, orfhifting of pla 
or the Lord fo blinding the eyes of the perfecutors, 
difpofing the opportunity of time, or working fome 
fuch means or other for his fervants, as not only ought 
to.ftir them up to perpetual thanks, but alfo may move 
all men both to behold and magnify the wondrous works 
of the Almighty. 

About the time it began to be known that queen 
Mary was fick, divers good men were in hold in divers 
quarters of the realm, fome at Bury, fome at Salifbury, 
as John Hunt, and Richard White, of whom we have 
treated before, and fome at London, amongft whom 
was William Living, and his wife, and John Lithal, o! 
whom fomething re'maineth now compendioufly to be 
touched. 



An Account of the Perfecution and Deliverance of 
WILLIAM LIVING, with his Wife, and of JOHN 
LITHAL, Minifters. 

ABOUT the latter end of queen Mary's reign, fhe 
then being fick, came one Cox, a promoter, to 
the houfe of William Living, about fix o'clock, ac- 
companined with one John Launce, of the Greyhound. 
They being not ready, they demanded fome buttons, 
faying, they fhould be as well paid for them as any ; 
and he would come about three hours after for them 

aS In the mean time he procured one Mr. Dean, the 
conftable, and George Hancock, the beadle of that 
ward, and fearching his books, found a book of aftro- 
. nomy, called the work of Joannas de Sacro Bofco de 
Sphaera, with figur.es, fome round, fome triangle, fome 
quadrangle, which book, becaufe it was gilt, feemed to 
him the chief book there, and that he carried open in the 
ftreet, faying, I have found him at length. It is no won- 
der the queen be fick, feeing there be fuch conjurers in 
privy corners; but now 1 trufthe fhall conjure no more; 
and fo broughthim and his wife from Shoe-lane through 
Fleet-ftreet, into St. Paul's church-yard, with the con- 
liable, the beadle, and two others following them, till 
they entered into Darbifhire's houfe, who was bifhop 
Bonner's-chancellor: and after the conftable and they 
had talkad with Darbifhire, he came forth, and walked 
in his yard, and faid to him, 

What is your name? 

Liv. William Living. 

Barb. What are you ? a prieft ? 

Liv. Yea. 

Darb. Is this your wife that is come with you ? 
Liv. That fhe is. 

Darb. Where, were you made prieft ? 

Liv. At Obourne. 

Darb. In what bifhop's days ? 

Liv. By the bilhop of Lincoln, that was king 
Henry's fpiritual father in Cardinal Wolfey's time. 

Darb. You are a fchifmatic and a traitor. 

Liv. I would be forry that were true. I am certain 
I never was a traitor, but always have taught obedience 
according to the tenor of God's word; and when 



tumults and fchifms have been ftirred, I have preached 



Darb. What, you are a fchifmatic. You be not 
in the unity of the catholic church : for you pray not 
as the church of Rome doth : you pray in Englifh. 

Liv. We are certain we be in the true church." 

Darb. There be that doubt thereof, forafmuch as 
there is but one true church. Well, you' will learn 
againft I talk with you again, to know the church of 
Rome, and to be a member thereof. ' 

Liv. If the church of Rome be of that church 
whereof Chrift is the head, then I am a member 
thereof, for I know no other church but that. 

Darb. Well, Cluny, take him with thee to the 
Coal-houfe. 

Then he called Cluny again, and'fpake fecretly to 
him, but v/hat he faid I know not. 

Then faid Cluny, Wilt thou not come? And fo 
plucked me away violently, and brought me to his 
own houfe in Paternofter-row, where' he robbed me of 
my purfe, my girdle, and my pfalter, and, a New Tefta- 
ment of Geneva, and then brought me to the Coal- 
hbufe to put me in the flocks, faying, Put in both 
your legs and your hands; and except you fine with 
me, I will put a collar about your neck. What is the 
fine ? quoth I ; forty (hillings, quoth he ; I am never 
able to pay it, faid I. 

Then faid he, You have friends that be able. I de- 
ed it ; and fo he put both my legs into the flocks till 
fupper-time, which was fix o'clock ; and then a coufin 
of my wife's brought me meat, who feeing me fit there, 
faid, I will give you forty pence, and let him go. at 
liberty: and he took her money, and prefently let me 
forth in her fight, to eat my flipper. And at feven 
o'clock, he put me in the flocks again, and I remained 
till two o'clock the next day, and fo he let me forth 
till night. This woman above-mentioned was Griffin's 
firft wife, a brother dwelling then in Aldermanbury, 
and afterwards in Cheapfide. 

The Thurfday following, in the afternoon, was I 
called to the Lollards' Tower, and there put into the 
flocks, having the honour to put my leg into that hole 
which Mr. John Philpot's leg was in, and fo lay all 
that night, nobody coming to me either with meat or 
drink. 

At eleven o'clock on the Friday, Cluny came to me 
with meat, and let me forth, and about one o'clock he 
brought me to Darbifhire's houfe, who drew forth a 
fcroll of names, and afked me if I knew none of them: 
I faid, I knew none of them but Fofter. And fo I 
kneeled down upon my knees, and prayed him that he 
would not inquire thereof any farther. And with that 
came forth two godly women, who faid, Mr. Darbifhire, 
it is enough ; and fo became fureties for me, and paid 
to Cluny fifteen lhillings for my fees, and bade me go 
with them. ■ 

And thus much concerning William Living. After 
this came his wife to examination, whofe anfwers to 
Darbifhire, the .chancellor,- here likewife follow. 

The Examination of JULIAN LIVING, Wife to 
""LLI — * 



Darbifliire. 



WILLIAM LIVING. 

AH, firrah ; I fee by your going you 
be one of the fifters. 
Julian. I wear not my gown for fiftcrhood, neither 
for nunnery, but to keep me warm. . 

Darb. Nun ? No, I dare fay you be none : is that 
man your hufband ? 
Julian. . Yea. 
Darb. Is he a prieft ? 

Julian. No, he faith no mafs. - 
Darb. What then? he is a prieft. How dareft thou 
marry him ? . ' c 

Then he fliewed me a roll of certain names ot 



" To whom I anfwered, I knew none of them. 

Then faid he. You mall be made to know 'hem^ 
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Then fa id I, Do rto ofher but juftice and right, 
for the day will come, that thou (halt anfwer for it. 

Darb. Why, woman, thinkeft thou not that I have 
afoul? 

Julian. Yes, I know you have a fouls but whether 
jt be to falvation or damnation, I . cannot tell. 

Darb. Ho, Cluny, have her to the Lollards'- 
Tower. And fo he took me, and carried me to his 
houfe, where was one- Dale, a promoter, who faid to 
me, Alas, good woman, wherefore be you here? 

What is that to you ? faid I. 

You be not afhamed, quoth Dale, to tell wherefore 
you come hither. 

No, quoth I, that I ani not 5 for it is for Chrift's 
Teftament. 

Chrift's Teftament? quoth he. It is the devil's 
Teftament. 

O Lord, quoth I, God forbid that any man mould 
fpeak any fuch word. 

Well, well, faid he, you lhall be ordered well enough. 
You care not for burning, quoth .he. God's blood, 
there muft be fome other means found for you. 

What, quoth I, will you find any worfe than you 
have found ? 

Well, quoth he, you hope, and you hope: but your 
hope lhall be cut off. For though the queen fail, fhe 
that you hope for (hall never come at it ; for there is 
my lord cardinal's grace, and many more between her 
and it. 

Then, quoth I, my hope is in none but God. 

Then faid Cluny, Come with me ; and fo I went to 
the Lollards'-Tower. On the next day Darbifhire 
fent for me again, and inquired of thofe citizens that 
he inquired of before. 
- I anfwered, I knew them not. 

Where were you, quoth he, at the communion on 
Sunday was fortnight ? 

And I faid, In no place. 

Then the conftable of St. Bride's being there, made 
fuit for me. 

And Darbimire demanded of him, if he would be 
bound for me. 

He anfwered, Yea. And fo he was bound for my 
appearance betwixt that and Chriftmas. 

Then Darbifhire faid, You be conftable, and Ihould 
give her good counfel. 

So I do, quoth he. For I bid her go to mafs, and 
to fay as you fay. For, by the mafs, if you fay the 
crow is white, I will fay fo too. 

And thus much concerning the examination of 
William Living and his wife, whom although thou 
feeft here delivered through the requeft of women, 
his fureties, yet it was no doubt, but that the deadly 
ficknefs of queen Mary abated and bridled, rather 
than the cruelty of thofe papifts, which otherwife 
would never have let them ga. 



An Account of the Trouble and Deliverance of 
JOHN LITHAL. 

AT the taking of William Living, it happened that 
fpme of bis books were in the cuftody of one 
John Lithal j which known, the conftable of the ward 
"of Southwark, with other of the queen's fervants.were 
fent to his houfe, who breaking open his doors and 
chefts, took away not only the books of the faid Wil- 
liam Living, but alfo all his own books, writings, and 
bills of debts, which he never had again. All this 
while Lithal was not at home. 

The next Saturday after, as he was returned, and 
known to be at home, John Avales and fome of the 
queen's fervants befet his houfe all the night, with fuch 
careful watch, that as he in the morning ilfued out of 
doors, thinking to efcape their hands, John Avales 
burfting out upon him, cried, Stop the traitor, ftop the 
traitor. Whereat Lithal being amazed, looked back. 

And fo John Avales came runnjng to him, with 
others that were with him, faying, Ah, Grrah, you are 
No. 56. 



a traitorous fellow indeed, we have had fbmewfeat to 
do to get you. To whom he anfwered, that he was a; 
truer man to the queenVmajefty 'than- he. For you, 
faid he, are commanded by God to keep holy the fab- 
bath-day, and you feek to fhed your neighbour's blood 
on the fabbath-day. Remember that you muft anfwer 
it to God. But he faid,- Come on, you villain, you 
muft go before the council. So Lithal was brought 
into St. Paul's church-yard, to the bifliop'js chancellor,- 
by John Avales, faying, that they had there caught the 
captain of thefe fellows, and fo caufed him to be called 
to examination before Dr. Darbilhire, who began with 
him in this wife : 

Chan. What countryman are you? 

Lith. I am an Englishman, ■ born in Staffordfhire. 

Chan. Where were you brought up ? 

Lith. In this our country of England. 

Chan,. In what univerfity ? 

Lith. In no univerfity, but in a free-fchool. 

Chan. We had certain books from your houfe, and 
writing, wherein is both treafon and herefy. 

Lith. Sir, there is neither treafon nor herefy in them. 

Then the chancellor alked for certain other men 
that I knew. 

Lith. If you have aught to lay to my charge, I will 
anfwer it ; but I will have no other man's blood upon 

^Chdn. Why come you not to the church ? Of what 
church be you, that you come not to your own parilh 
church? 

Lith. ' I am of the church of Chrift, the fountain 
' of all goodnefs. 

Chan. Have you no miniftcrs of your church, but 
Chrift ? . ... 

Lith. We have others. 1 
Chan. Where be they ? 

Lith. In the whole world, difperfed, preaching 
and profeffing the gofpel and faith only in cur Saviour 
Jefus, as he commanded them. t 

Chan. You boaft much every one of you of your 
faith and belief : let me hear therefore the -.effect how 
you believe. 

Lith. I believe to be juftified really by Chrift Jefus, 
according to the faying of St. Paul to the Ephefians, 
without either deeds or works, or any thing that may 
be invented by man. 

Chan. Faith cannot fave without works. 

Lith. That is contrary to the doctrine of the 
apoftles. 

Chan. John Avales, you and the keeper have this 
fellow to prifon. 

Then John Avales, and Cluny the keeper, had me 
unto St. Paul's, and would have had me feen the 
apoftles* mafs. 

Lith. I know none the apoftles had, and therefore 
I will fee none. 

Cluny and John Avales. Come and kneel down be- 
fore the rood, and fay a Paternofter, and an Ave in 
the worlhip of the five wounds. 

Lith. I ' am forbidden by God's own mouth to 
kneel to any idol or" image ; therefore I will not. 

Then they pulled me with great extremity, one 
having me by one arm, and the other by the others 
but God gave me at that prefent time more ftrength 
than both thefe, his name be praifed for it. 

Then when they could not make me to kneel before 
the'tood, neither to fee the mafs, there gathered a great 
company about us, and all againft me. Some fpit on 
me, and raid, Fie on thee, heretic ; and others faid, it 
was a pity I was not burned already. 

Then they carried me to Lollards'-Tower, and 
hanged me in a great pair of ftocks, in which I lay 
three days and three nights, till 1 was fo lame that I 
could neither ftir nor move. 

Then I offered the keeper fome money and gold that 
I had about me, to rcleafe me out of the ftocks: and he 
faid, I would not be ruled by him, either to fee mafs, 
or to kneel before the rood, and therefore I mould 
lie there ftill. But I faid, I would never do the thing 
j 7 Y ;.. ■ ; ..'that 
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that fkould be againft my conference; and though you 
have lamed my body, yet my confcience is whole, I 
praife God for it. So fhortly after he let me out of the 
flocks, more for the love of my money (as it may be 
thought), than for any other affection ; and within four 
or five days my wife got leave of Mr. Chancellor to 
come to me, to bring me fuch things as were needful 
for me, and there I lay five weeks and odd day*. In 
which time divers of my neighbours and friends made 
fuit to the chancellor for my deliverance; the bifhop, 
as they faid, at that time being lick at Fulham. So 
my neighbours being there, about twenty of them, the 
chancellor fent for me out of Lollards* Tower to his 
own houfe, -and faid as follows— 

Lithal, here are fome of thy neighbours who have 
been with me to intreat for thee,and they have informed 
me, that thou hall been a very honed and quiet neigh- 
bour among them, and I think it be God's will that I 
fhould deliver thee before my lord come home. For 
if he come,' and thou go home again, I (hall be burned 
for thee ; for I know his mind already in that matter. 

Lith. I give you hearty thanks for your gcntlenefs, 
and my neighbours for their good report. 

Chan. Lithal, if thy neighbours will be bound for 
thy forthcoming, whenfoever thou fhalt be called for j 
and alfo, if thou wilt be an obedient fubject, I fhall be 
content to deliver thee. 

Neigh. If it pleafe your worfhip, we will be bound 
' for him in body and goods. 
, Chan. I will require no fuch bonds of you, but that 
two of you will be bound in twenty pounds a piece, 
that he fhall come to anfwer when he (hall be called. 

Lith. Where find you, Mr. Chancellor, in all the 
fcriptures, that the church of Chrift did bind any man 
for the profeflion of his faith ? Which profeflion you 
have heard of mc, that all our juftification, righteouf- 
iiefs, and falvation, xometh only and freely by the 
merits of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, and all the inven- 
tions and works of men, be they ever fo glorious, be 
altogether vain, as the wife man faith. 

Chan. Lo, where he is now. I put no fuch matter 
to you ; for in that I believe as you do : but yet St. 
James faith, " That a roan is juftified by works." 

Lith. St. James fpake to them that boafted them- 
felves of faith, and ihewed no works of faith: but O, 
Mr. Chancellor, remember, I pray you, how all the 
nromifes and prophecies of the holy fcripture, even 
from the firft promife that God made to Adam, and 
■fb even to the latter end of the Revelation of St. John, 
do teftify that in the name of Jefus, and only by his 
merits, all that believe fhall be faved from all their fins 
and offences. Ifaiah faith, chap. lxv. " I am found 
of them that fought me not, and am manifeft to them 
that afk not after me :" but againft Ifrael he faith, 
*' All day long have • I ftretched out my hand to a 
people that believe not." And when the jailor afked 
St. Paul,, what he mould do to be faved, the apoftle 
faid, Acts xvi. " Believe on the Lord Jefus, and thou 
flialt be faved, and all thy houfhold." 

Again, S l - J onn f a ' tn » n the Revelation, that there 
was none, neither in heaven nor on earth, neither under 
the earth, that was able to open the book nor the feals 
thereof, but only the Lamb Jefus, our only Saviour. 
And St. Paul faith, Heb. ix. " With one offering hath 
he made perfeel for ever them that are fanctified." 

Chan. With vain glory you rehearfe much fcrip- 
ture, as all the reft of you do :' but you have no more 
underftanding than my fheep. But to the purpofe. 
Will you that your neighbours fhall enter' into bonds 
fer you, or not ? 

Lith. By my mind they fhall not. Wherefore I 
-defire you that you would not bind me, but let 'me 
ferve God with" my confcience freely, for it is written, 
; Rcy. xiii. " They that lead into captivity, fhall go 
into captivity, and they that ftrike with the fword, 
fhall pefifh with the fword." 

Alfo it is written in the gofpel of our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, Matt, xviii. " That wbofo doth offend one of 
tliefe little ones, which believe in me, it were better 
for him that a mill-done were hanged about his neck, 



and that he were caft into the depth of the fea." Of 
which I am affured by his holy Spirit that I am one. 
Wherefore be you well affured that fuch mercy as you 
fhew, unto you fhall- be fhewed the like. 

Vhan. You are a madman. I would not bind you 
but that I muft needs have fbmething to flicw for your 
deliverance. Then he called two of his neighbours 
Thoma» Daniel and Saunders Maybe, who offered* 
themfelves to be bound, and called" me before th en > 
and faid, I have a letter of his own hand-writing, with 
his name and feal at it, with a book alfo againft the 
regimentof women, for which I could make him to 
be hanged, drawn, and quartered ; but on my faith J 
will him no more hurt than I mean to my own foul. 

Lith. I defire you that be my neighbours and 
friends, that you will not enter into bonds for me: for 
you know not the danger thereof, neither I'myfelfj it 
gbeth againft my confcience that ye fhould fo do.' 

Chan. Why, I will not bind you to' do any thing 
againft your confcience. 

Then they made the bond, and fealed to it, and 
willed me that I fhould feal to it alfo, and I faid that 
1 would not, neither could I obfervc the bond, and 
therefore I would not fct to my hand. 

Chan. It is a pity that thou haft fo much favour 
fhewed thee : yet for thefe honeft men's fakes, I will 1 
difcharge thee. 

Notwithftanding all thefe diffembling words of Dr. 
Darbifhirc, pretending for favour of his.fureties t»> 
fet me at liberty, it was no fuch thing, nor any zeal of 
charity that moved him fo to do ; but only fear of the 
time, underftanding the dangerous and irrecoverably 
ficknefs of queen Mary, which then began fomewhat 
to affuage the cruel proceeding of thefe perfecutors, 
whereby they durft not do what they would : for clfc 
Lithal was not likely to have efcaped fo eafily. '"' 

Moreover, there was one Edward Grew, prieft, and 
Appline, his wife, compelled to fly from their dwelling 
at a town called Broke; and the man being very aged, 
travelled abroad to keep a good confcience. 

At laft he was taken and caft into Colchcftcr-caftle, 
where he remained till queen Elizabeth came to her 
regal feat, and by the alteration of religion he was 
delivered. His wife, good woman; was in great care 
for him, and to her power did what fhe could to 
fuccour him. 

William Brown, parfon of Little Stanham, in the 
county of Suffolk, made a fermon in the faid town, fooft 
after the burial of our good king Edward, and in his 
fermon he faid, There goeth a report tha{ our good 
king is buried with a mafs by the bilhop of Winches- 
ter, he having a mitre upon his head. But if it were 
fo, faid he, they are all traitors that do fo, becaufe it 
is both againft the truth, and againft the laws of this 
realm, and it is great idolatry and blafphemy, and 
againft the glory of God; and they are no friends either 
to God, the king, or unto the realm, that fo do. For this 
his preaching, one Robert Blomefield, an adverfary to 
the truth, being then conftable of the town, and bailiff 
unto fir John Jerningham, knight, (the chief lord of the 
town) immediately rode forth, and brought home with 
him one Edward Golding, who was then under-fheriff, 
fir Thomas Cornwallis being then high-fheriff. 

So the faid Golding and Blomefield fent for certain 
men of the fame town, and examined them for the 
fermon : whereupon they made but a fmall anfwer. 
Then the fheriff made a bill, and fo terrified the men, 
that two or three of them fet to their hands, and one 
of them never enjoyed himfelf after, but it was a grief 
to him till he died. 

Then they took men with them to the. parfon's 
houfei and in the night they took him, and with watch- 
men kept him till it was day. Then (hould he have been 
carried the next day to the council ; but the faid Ro- 
bert Blomefield was taken fo fick, that he was like to 
die : fo that he could not carry him for his life. 

Then the faid fheriff fent him to Ipfwichagain, and 
there he was for a time. Then he was fent to Bury 
prifon, and from thence to the council, and then into 
the Fleet; and fo he lay in prifon from the beginning 
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of harveft till near Chriftmas, and faid, God gave him 
fuch anfwers to make when he was examined, that he 
was delivered with quietnefsof confcience. And hav- 
ing his liberty, he came again to the aforefaid town ; 
and becaufe he would not go to mafs, his living was 
taken away, and he and his wife were conftrained to 
fly here and there for his life and confcience. In the 
lad year of queen Mary's reign God took him out of 
this life in peace. j 

Where moreover is to be noted, that this Robert 
jflomefield ahove-named, immediately after he had ap- 
prehended the faid Brown, fell very fick ; and although 
at that time he was a wealthy man and of great fub- 
ftance (befide his land which was better than twenty 
pounds a year), after this time God plagued his houfe- 
hold, that his eldeft fondied, and his wife had a pining 
ficknefs till flie departed this life alfo. 

Then he married another, .a rich widow: but all 
would not help, and nothing would profiler ; for he 
had a fore pining ficknefi:, being full of blotches and 
fores, whereby he wafted away both body and goods, 
till he died. 

So when he died, he was above ninefcore pounds in 
debt, and it was never heard of any repentance he had ; 
but a little before his death, he threatened a good man, 
one Simon Harlfton, to put him forth to the officers, 
becaufe he did wear no furplice when he faid fervice. 

Wherefore it is pity fuch baits of popery are left to 
the enemies to take chrillians in. God take them 
away, or eafe us from them: for God knoweth they be 
the caufe of much blindnefs and ftrife amongft men. 

Furthermore, out of the faid town were conftrained 
to fly Robert Boela and John Trapne, becaufe they 
would not go to mafs and receive their facrament of 
the altar. 



The Perfection of ELIZABETH YOUNG. 

YOU heard before of the fcourging of Thomas 
Greene, how he was troubled and beaten by Dr. 
Story, for a certain book called Antichrift, which 'he 
received of a woman, becaufe in no cafe he would 
dctca her. ' 

This woman was one Elizabeth Young, who coming 
from Emden to England, brought with her divers books, 
and difperfed them abroad in London; for which fhe 
being at length apprehended and laid faft, was brought 
to examination thirteen times before the catholic in- 
quifitors of heretical pravity. Some of which exami- 
nations have conic to our hands, and are as follow: 

,The Firfl Examination of ELIZABETH YOUNG, 
before Mr. HUSSY. 

HuJJyi TXT HERE was you born, and who were your 
VV father and mother ? 

Eliz. Young. Sir, all this is but vain talk, and very 
fuperfluous. It is to fill my head with fantafies, that 
I Ihould not be able to anl'wer unto fuch things as I 
came for. You have not, I think, put me in prifon 
to know who is my father and mother. But, I pray 
you, go to the matter I came hither for. 

Huffy. Wherefore wenteft thou out of the realm ? 

Young. To keep my confcience clean. 

Huffy. When waft thou at mafs ? 

Young. Not thefe three years. 

Huffy. Then waft thou not there three years 
before that ? 

Young. No, fir, nor yet three years before that: 
for if I were I had evil luck. 

Huffy. How old art thou P 

Young. Forty and upwards. 

HufJ'y. Twenty of thofe years you went to mafs. 

Young. Yea, and. twenty more I may, and yet 
come home as wife as I went thither firft, for I under- 
ftand it not. 

Huffy. Why wilt thou not go to the mafs ? 

Young. Sir, my confcience will not fuffer me: for 
I had rather all the world fliould accufe me, than 
mine own confcience. 

Huffy. What if a loufe or a flea ftjck upon thy (kin, 



and bite thy flefh ? thou muft make a confcience in 
taking her off, is there not a confcience in it? 

Young. That is but a forry argument to difplace 
the fcriptures, and efpecially in fuch a part as my fal- 
vatiqn dependeth upon: for it is but an eafy con- 
fcience that a man can make. 

Hufjy. But why wilt thou. not fwear upon the evan- 
gelifts before a judge ? 

Young. Becaufe I know not what a book oath is. 

Then he began to teach her the book oath. 

Young. Sir, I do not underltand it, and therefore 
I will not learn it. 

Hitffy. Thou wilt not underfland it; and with that • 
rofe up and went his way. 

The Second Examination of ELIZABETH YOUNG, 
by Dr. MARTIN. 

Martin. TTHHOU art come from beyond the fea, and 
A haft brought with thee books of herefy 
and treafon, and thou muft confefs to us who tranflated 
them, printed them, and who fent them over, (for I 
know thee to be but a mefienger) arid in fo doing the 
queen's highnefs will be good to thee (for fhe hath 
forgiven greater things than this), and thou {halt find 
as much favour as is poffible. But if thou be ftubborri, 
and wilt riot confefs, thou wilt be very ill-handled : 
for we know the truth already ; but this we do, only 
to fee whether thou wilt be true to thy word or no. 

Young. Sir, you have my confeflion, and more 
than that I cannot fay. 

Martin. Thou muft fay more, and fhalt fay more. 
Doft thou think that we will be fully anfwered by this 
confeflion that thou haft made? Thou rebellious whore, 
and traitorous heretic, thou doft refufe to fwear upon 
the evangelifts before a judge, I hear fay. Thou flialt 
be racked by inch meal, thou traitorous whore and 
heretic, but "thou flialt fwear before a judge before 
thou go : yea, and thou flialt be made to confefs how 
many books thou haft fold, and to whom. 

Young. Sir, I underftand not what an oath is, and 
therefore I will take no fuch thing upon me. And 
no man hath bought any books of me as yet, for thofc 
books which I had, your commiflioners have got them, 
all. 

Martin. Thou traitorous whore, we know that thou 
haft fold a number of books, yea, and to whom : and 
how many times thou haft been here, and where thou 
layeft, and every place that thou haft been in : doft 
thou think that thou haft fools in hand ? 

Young. No, fir, you be too wife for me : ■ for I 
cannot tell how many places I have been in myfelf, 
but if it were in Turkey, I ihould have meat, and 
drink, and lodging for my money. 

Martin. Thou rebellious whore, thou haft fpokea 
evil words of the queen, and thou dwelleft amongft a 
fet of traitors and rebels that cannot give the queen a 
good name. 

Young. I am not able to accufe any man thereof, 
neither is there any man that can prove any fuch 
things of me as you lay to my charge. For God's 
word hath taught me my duty to my queen, and 
therefore I am fure you accufe me wrongfully. 

Martin. Thou rebel and traitorous whore, thou, 
flialt be fo racked and tormented, that thou flialt be an 
example to all fuch traitorous whores and heretics; and 
thou flialt be made to fwear by the holy evangelifts, and 
confefs to whom thou haft fold all and every of thefe 
heretical books that thou haft fold: for we know what 
number thou haft fold, and to whom ; but thou flialt 
be made to confefs it in ipite of thy blood. 

Young. Here - is my carcafe; do .with it what you 
will, and more than that you cannot have. Mr. 
Martin, you can have no more than my blood. 

Then he raved as though he were ftark mad, and 
faid, Martin ! Why calleft thou me Martin? 

Young. Sir, I know you well, enough, for I have 
been before you ere now. You delivered me once at 
Weftminfter. 

Martin. Where didft thou dwell then ? 

Young. I dwelt in the Minories. 

Martin. 
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Martin. I delivered thee and thy hulband both ; 
and I thought then that thou wouldft have done other- 
wifethan thou doft now. For if thou hadft been be- 
fore any other bifhop in England, and faid the words 
that thou didft before me, thou hadft tried a faggot : 
and though thou'didft not burn then, thou art like to 
burn or hang now. . . . 

Young. Sir, I promifed you then, that I would 
never be fcdlwith an unknown tongue, and no more 
will I yet. • 

Martin. I fhall feed thcc well enough. Thou (halt 
be fed with that (I warrant thee) which will be little 
to thine eafc. 

Young. Do. what God fhall fuffer you to do : for 
more you fhall not. And then be arofe, and fo de- 
parted, and went to the keeper's houfe, and afked his 
wife, whom fhe had fuffered to come to this traitorous 
whore (as he called her). Then faid the keeper's wife, 
As God receive my foul, there came neither man, 
woman, nor child to afk for her. 

Martin. If any man, woman, or child, come to afk for 
her, I charge thee on pain of death, that they be laid faft j 
and give her one day bread, and another day water. 

Young. If you take away my meat, I truft that God 
will take away mv hunger: and' fo he departed, faying, 
that was too goo'd for her ; and then fhe was fhut up 
under two locks in the Clink, where fhe was before. 

The Third Examination of Mrs. E. YOUNG, hefoi 
Dr. MA 



the Clink again. And thus did God alienate their 
hearts, and diminifh their tyrannous power,, unto the 
time of further examinations: for fhe was.hronght be- 
fore the bifhop, the dean, and the chancellor, and other 
immiffioners, firft and laft, thirteen times. 

The Fourth Examin 

the Bifhop of London, S 

Dr. COOK, the Recorder o/" London,. Dr. ROPEr' 
and Dr. MARTIN. 



i 0/ Mrs. E. YOUN.G, before 
., Sir ROGER CHOLMLEY, 



FIRST, fhe being prefented 1 
the bifhop' of London, Dr. '. 



vl'ARTIN. 

Martin. T7 LIZ ABETH, wilt thou confefs thefe 
X_J things that thou haft been examined 
upon ; for thou knoweft that I have been thy friend 
and in fo doing I will be thy friend again ; giving her 
many fair words, and then demanding of her how 
many gentlemen were beyond the feas. 

Young. It is too much for me to tell you how many 
are on the other fide. . 

Martin. No, I mean but in Frankfort and Emden, 
Vhere thou haft been. 

Young. Sir, I did never take account of them 
is a thing that I looked not for. 

Martin. When fhall I have a true word come out 
of your mouth ? 

Young. I have told you the truth, but becaufe that 
it foundeth not to ypu'r mind, therefore you will not 

"Martin. Wilt thou yet confefs ? And if thou wilt, 
that which I have promifed I will do ; and if thou 
wilt not, I promife thee thou muft go even hence to 
the rack, and therefore confefs. 

Young. I can fay no more than I have faid. 

Martin. Well, forafmuch as fhe will confefs no 
more, have her away to the rack, and then fhe will 
be marred. 

Then anfwered a prieft that fat there, and faid, 
Woman, take an oath, and confefs: wilt thou be hurt 
for other men ? 

Young. I can confefs no more than I hav 
with my carcafe what you will. 

Martin. Did ye ever hear the like of this heretic ? 
What a flout heretic is this? We have the truth, 
we know the truth, and yet look whether fhe will con- 
fefs. There is no remedy, but fhe muft needs to the 
rack, and therefore away with her, and fo commanded 
her out of the door, and called her keeper unto him, 
and faid to him, There is no remedy, but this heretic 
muft be racked » and talked with him more, but what 
it was fhe did not hear. 

Then he called her in again, and faid, Wilt thou 
not confefs, and keep thee from the rack ? I advife 
thee fo to do; for if thou wilt not, thou knoweft ~* 
the pain yet, but thou-fhalt do. 

Yowig. I can confefs no more 5 do with my carcafe 

irtiii. Keeper, away witl 
I faid. Let her know the pain of 

departed, thinking no lefs, but that fhe fhould have 
gone to the rack, till fhe faw the keeper 



Martin before 
i began to de- 
clare againft her, faying, The lord chancellor hath 
fent you here a woman, who hath brought books over 
from Emden, where all thefe books of .hercfy and trea- 
fort are printed, and hath therewith filled all, the land 
with treafon and hercfy ; neither yet will fhe conf'els 
who tranflated them, nor who printed them, nor yet 
who fent them over. Wherefore my lord chancellor 
committeth her unto my lord of London, to do with 
her as he fhall think good. For fhe will confefs no- 
thing but that flie bbiight thefe faid books in Amller- 
i, and fo brought them over to fell for gain. 
)r. Cook.. Let her head be'trufl'ed in a fmall line, 
and make her confefs. 

Martin. The book is called Antichrift, and fo may 
well be called, for it fpeaketh'againft Jefus Chrift, and 
the queen. Befides that, fhe hath a certain fpark of 
the anabaptifts. for fhe rcfufeth to fwear upon the four 
evangelifts before a judge: for rcyfelf and Mr. Huffy 
have had her before us four times, <but we cannot bring 
fwear. Wherefore my lord chancellor would 
that fhe fhould abftain and faft, for fhe hath not fitted 
great while : for fhe hath lain in the Clink a good 
while, where fhe had too much liberty. 

Then faid' the bifhop, Why'wiVt thou not fwear be- 
fore a judge ; that is the right.' trade of the anabaptifh. 

Young. My lord, I will, not fwear that this hand is 
mine. 

No, faid the bifhop ; and why ? 
Young. My lord, Chrift faith, That whatfoever is 
more than yea, yea, or nay, nay, it co'meth of evil. 
And moreover, I know not what, an path is: and 
erefore I will take no fuclr thing upon me. 
Then faid Cholmley, Twenty pounds it is a man in 
jtnan's clothes, twenty pounds it is a man. 
Bonner. Think you fo, my lord. 
Cholmley. Yea, my lord. 
Young. My lprd, I am a woman. 
Bifhop. Swear her upon a book, feeing it is but a ' 
queltion afked. 

Then faid Cholmley, I will lay twenty pounds it is 
a man. 

Then Dr. Cook brought her a book, commanding 
her to lay her hand thereon. 

Young. No, my lord, I will not fwear, for I know 
not what an oath is. But I fay that I am a woman, 
and have children. 

Bifhop. That we know not; wherefore fwear. 
Cholmley. Thou ill-favoure.d whore, lay thy hand 
upon the book; I will lay on mine : and fo he laid- his 
hand on the book. 

Young. So will' not I. 

Then the bifhop fpake a word in Latin out of St. 
Paul, as concerning fwearing. 

Young. My lord, if you fpeak to me of St. Paul, 
then fpeak Englifh, for I nnderftand you not. 
Bi/liop. I dare fwear that thou doft riot. 
Young. My lord, St. Paul faith, that five words 
fpoken in a language that may be underftood, are 
better than many in a ftrangc tongue. 

Cook. Swear before- us, whether thou be a man or 



Young. 



If you will not believe me, then fend for 
a a fecret place, and I will be fearched. 
Cholmley. Thou art an ill-favoured whore. 
Bifhop. How believeft thou in the facrament ot 
the altar ? 

Younir. If it will pleafe vou that I fhall declare my 
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faith,! will, and if it be not good, teach me a better, 
and I will believe it. 

Cook. That is well faid, declare thy faith. 

Young. I believe in God the Father Almighty, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one God : 
I believe all the articles of my creed : I believe all 
things written in the fcripture, and all things agree- ■ 
able to the fcripture, given by the Holy Ghoft to the 
church of Chrift, fet forth and taught by the church 
of Chrift. I believe that Jefus Chrift, the only Son 
of God, that immaculate Lamb, came into the world 
to fave finners; and that in him, by him, and through 
him, I am made clean from my fins, and without him 
I could not. I believe that in the holy facrament of 
Chrift's body and blood, which he did inftitute and 
ordain, and left among his difciples the night before 
he was betrayed; when I do receive this facrament in 
faith and fpirit, I do receive Chrift. 

Bifhop. No more, I warrant you, but the facrament 
of Chrift's body and blood, received but in fpirit and 
faith, with thole heretics. 

Cholmley. Ah, whore, fpirit and faith, whore ! 

Young. This facrament man neve> could, nor did 
make, but only he, that did what no man could do. . 

Mdrtin. Then thou muft allow that grafs is a facra- 
ment ; for who could make grafs but he only ? 

Yoimg. Sir, he hath fuffered, and made a fufficient 
facrifice once for all-, and fo hath he made his facra- 
ment fufficient once for all : for there, was never man 
that could fay, " Take, eat, this is my body, that is 
broken for you," but only Jefus Chrift, who had his 
body broken for the fins of the world j whicli facra- 
ment he hath left here amongft us for a teftimonial of 
his death, even to the world's end. 

Martin. Who taught thee this do&rine? did Scory? 

Young. Yea, bifliop Scory, and others that I have 
heard. 

Bifliop. Why, is Scory bifhop now ? 
Young. If that offend you, call him Dr. Scory if 
yott will. 

Roper: I knew him when he ; was but a poor do&or. 

Martin. What do you call Scory ? 

Young. Our fuperintendant. 

Bi/hop. Lo ! their fuperintendant. 

Martin. And what are ye called? 

Young. Chrift's congregation. 

Bi/hop. Lo! Chrift's congregation, I warrant you. 

Dr. Cook. What living hath Scory ? 

Young. As far as I do know, he liveth by his own, 
for I know no man that giveth him ought. 

Recorder. Yes, I warrant you, he hath enough fent 
him out of England. 

Young. ' Sir, I know no fuch thing. 

Cholmley. Hark, whore, hark ; hark, how I do 
believe. 

Young. My lord, I have told you my belief. 

Cholmley. Hark, thou ill-favoured whore, how I do 
believe. When the prieft hath fpoken the words of 
confecration,I do believe that there remaineth the very 
body that was born of the Virgin Mary, was hanged on 
the crofs, was dead and buried, and defcended into hell, 
and rofe again on the third day, and afcended into hea- 
ven, and fitteth.on the right hand of God. The fame 
body when the prieft hath fpoken the words, cometh 
down, and when the prieft lifteth up his body on this 
wife (he lifting up his hands faid), there it is. 

Young'. ' I h.ave tbld you alfo how I do believe.- 

•Martin. 'Away with her. . 

Cholmley.- Ah, ill-favoured whore! Nothing but 
fpirit and faith, whore ! ' 

■'Martin. Away with her, we have more to talk 
withal. 

Then fhe was carried into the Coal-houfe, and 
fearched for books, and then put into the ftock-houfe, 
and her knife, girdle, and apron taken from her! 
The Fifth Examination of ELIZABETH YOUNG, 

before the Bifhop of London's Chancellor. 
Chan. "X\THAT age are you of? 

V V Young. Forty years and upwards. 
No. 55, 



Chan.. Why, thou art a woman of fair years 5 why 
fhouldft thou meddle with the fcriptures? It is neceflary 
for thee to believe, and that is enough. It is more fit for 
thee to meddle with thy diftaff, than to meddle with the 
fcriptures. What is thy belief? I would hear it; for 
it cannot be good, in that thou art brought to prifon. 

Young. Sir, if it will pleafe you to hear, I will de- 
• clare it unto you. But I pray you that you will take 
your pen and write it, and then examine it; and if you 
find any thing therein that is not fit for a chriftian 
woman, then teach me better, and I will learn it. 

Chan. Well faid. But who fhall judge between 
thee and me ? 

Young. The fcripture. 

Chan. Wilt thou ftand by that? 

Young. Yea, fir. 

Chan. Well, go thy way out of the door a little while, 
for I am bufy, and will call for thee anon again. 

Then he called me again and faid, Now, woman, 
the time is too long to write. Say thy mind, and I 
will bear it in my head. 

Then Elizabeth began, and declared her faith to 
him as fhe had done before to the bifhop. 

Chan. Woman, fpirit and faith I do allow, but 
doft not thou believe that thou doft receive the body 
of Chrift, really, corporally, and fubftantially. 

Young. Thefe words, really and corporally, I un- 
derftand not; as for fubftantially, I take it, you mean 
I fhould believe that I fhould receive his human body 
(which is upon the right hand of God, and. can occupy 
no more places at once), and that I believe not. 

Chan. Thou muft believe this, or elfe thou art 
damned. 

. Young. Sir, can you give me belief? 

Chan. No, God muft give it thee. 

Young. God hath given me no fuch faith or belief. 

The chancellor then declared a text of St. Paul in 
Latin, and then in Englifh, faying, I could make thee 
believe, but that thou haft a cankered heart, and wilt 
not believe. Who then can make thee to believe ?' 
, Young. You faid even now, that faith or belief 
comejth.of God, and fo I believe, and then may not 
I believe an untruth to be true. 

. Chan. Doft thou not believe that Chrift's flefh is 
flefh in, thy flefh ? 

Young. No, fir, I believe not that ; for my flefh 
will putrefy and rot. 

Chan. Chrift faid, My flefh is flefh in flefh. 
. Young. Whoforeceiveth him flefhly, fhall have a 
flefhly refurreaion. 

Chan. Chrift faith in St. John, chap. vi. « My flefh 
is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." 
; Young. Chrift preached to the Capernaites, faying, 
" Except ye eat the flefh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye fhall not have life in you: and the Ca- 
pernaites murmured at it. And his difciples alfo mur- 
mured, faying among themfelves, « This is an hard 
faying, and who can abide it?" Chrift undcrftood 
their meaning, and faid, "Are ye alfo offended? 
Will ye alfo go away ? What and if ye fhall fee the 
Son of man afcend up to heaven, from whence he 
came? Will that offend you? It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, the flefh profiteth nothing." I pray you 
fir, what meaneth Chrift by that ? 

Chan. O God forbid. Would you have me to in- 
terpret the fcriptures? We muft leave that for our old 
ancient fathers, which have ftudied the fcriptures a long 
time, and have the Holy Ghoft given unto them. 

Yoim^. Why, fir, have you not the Holy Ghoft 
given and revealed unto you ? 

..Chan. No, God forbid that I fhould fo believe; 
but I hope, I hope : but you fay you are of the Spirit' 
Will you fay that you have no profit in Chrift's 
flefh ? 

Young. Sir, we have our profit in Chrift's flefh, but 
not as the Capernaites did underftahd it!; for they un 
derftood that they muft eat his flefh as they did eat ox 
flefh and others, and drink his blood, as we drink wine 
or beer out of a bowl. But fo we muft not receive 
it: but our profit that we have by Chrift, is to believe 
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that his body was broken upon the crofs, and his blood t 
fried for our fins ; that is ihe very meaning of Chrift, | 
that fo we fliould cat his flefh, and drink his blood, | 
when he laid, " My flefli is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed." 

Chan. How doth thy body live, if Chrift's flefh is 
not ilelh in thy flefli ? 

Young. Sir, I was a body before I had a foul; 
which body God had created, and yet it could not 
live, till God had breathed life into me, and by that 
life doth my body live. And when it lhall plcafe God 
to diflblve my life, my flefh will offer itfelf unto the 
. place From, whence it came, and through the merits of 
Chrift my foul will offer itfelf to the place from whence 
it came. 

Chan. Yea, but if thou do not believe that Chrift's 
flefli is fleih in thy flefli, thou canft not be faved. 

Young. Sir, I do not believe that. 

Chan. Why, doth riot Chrift fay, « My flefli is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed ?" Canft 
thou deny that ? 

Young. I deny not that ; for Chrift's flefh and 
blood is meat and drink for my foul, the food of my 
foul. For whofoevev believeth that fefus Chrift, the 
Son of God, hath died and Ihed his blood for his fins, 
his foul feedeth thereon for ever. 
•' Chan. When thou receiver! the facrament of the 
altar, clod thou not believe that thou doft receive 
Chrift's body ? 

Young. Sir, as often as I receive the facrament, I 
believe, that fpiritually and by faith I receive Chrift. 
And of this facrament, I know Chrift himfelf to be the 
author, and none but he. And this fame facrament is 
an eftablifliment to my confeience, and an augmenting 
to my faith. 

Chan. Why'j did not Chrift take bread, and gave 
thanks, and brake it, and gave it to his difciples, fay- 
ing, " Take, eat, this is my body that is given fbir 
you?" Did he give therh his body, or no? 

Young. He alfo took the cup, and gave thanks to 
his Father, and gave it to his difciples, faying, " Drink 
ye all hereof: for this is the cup of the New Tefta- 
ment in ray blood, which ftiall be flied for many.'^ 
Now, I pray you, fir, let me alk you one queftion : 
Did he give the cup the name of his blood, or the 
Vine that was in the cup ? 

Then he was very angry, and faid, Doll thou think 
that thou haft an hedge-prieft in hand ? 

Young. No, fir, I take you not to be an hedge-, 
prieft ; I take you for a doctor. 

Chan. So me thinketh. Thou wilt take upon thee 
to teach -me. 

Ycung. No, fir, but I let you know what I know ; 
and by argument one fhall know more. Chrift faidj 
" As oft as ye do this, do it in remembrance of me ;" 
but a remembrance is not of a thing prefent, but ab- 
fent. Likewife St. Paul faith, " So-oft as yc fhall 
eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, ye fhall fhew 
forth the Lord's death till he come:" then we xnuft 
not look for him here, until his coming again at the 
latter day. Again, is not this article of our belief 
true, " He fitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty ; from thende he fhall come to judge both 
the quick and the dead ?" But if he come not before 
he come to judgment, how then is he prefent in your 
facrament of the altar ? Wherefore I believe that the 
human body of Chrift occupieth no more than one 
place at once ; for when he was here, he was not 
there. 

The Sixth Examination of Mrs. YOUNG, ieforn the 
Chancellor. 

Chan. 1170MAN, the luft time that thou waft be- 
VV foTe mc, our talk was concerning the 
facrament. 

Young. Sir, true it is, and I truft that I faid nothing 
that you can deny by the fcriptures. 

Chan. Yes, thou wilt not bclkvs that CbrilV* flefh 
is flefh in thy (lefh. 



Toung. Noj fir* God hath. given me no fuch belief, 
for it cannot be found by the fcriptures. 

Chan. Wilt thou believe nothing but what is in 
the fcripture ? Why, how many facraments doft thou 
find in the fcripture ? 

Young. The church of Chrift doth fet down two. 

Chan. I will as well find feveu by the fcripture. as 
thou malt find two. 

Young. Sir, I talk not to you thereof, but I fay 
that the church of Chrift fetteih out two, and I have 
been taught no more. 

Chan. What are thofe two ? 

Young. The, facrament of Chrift's body and blood 
and the facrament of baptifhi. ' 

Chan. What fayeft thou by the facrament of wed- 
lock? 

7oung. I have not heard it called a facrament, but 
the'holy eftate of matrimony, which ought to be kept 
of. all men that take it upon them. * * 

* Chan. How fayeft tbou by priefts ? Is it good diat 
they (hould marry i' Is it to be kept of them ? . 

Toung, 1 come not hither to renfon any fuch mat- 
ter, for. 'I am.no divine, and alio it is 110 part of my 
faith. . - ' 

Chan. Can you not tell ? You. fliall tell before qver 
you go. 

7'oung. Then you mutt-keep me a good while ; for 
I have not ftudied the fcriptures for it. • 

Chan. No? Why, you will not be afliamed to flee 
unto the higheft myftery, even, to the facrament at the 
firft dafh, and you are not afraid to argue with the beft 
doctor in the land. 

. Young. God's myfteriea I will not meddle with, 
but all things that are written, are written for our 
edification. 

Chan. What fay you by prayers for the dead? Is 
it not meet that if a man's friend be dead, his friend 
commend his foul unto' God ? 

Young..- There is no chriftian man ; that will com- 
mend his friend or his foe unto the devil. And whe- 
ther it be good for him when he is dead or no, fure I 
am, that it is good when he is alive* 

Chan. Then thou aUoweft not prayer to be good fon 
them when they be dead, and tying in purgatory. Is 
it not meet that prayer be made unto God for them? 

Young. Sir, I never heard in the fcriptures of pur- 
gatory, but in the fcripture I have heard of heaven ' 
and hell. 

Chan. Why, you have nothing but the Humming of 
the fcriptures. Our ancient fathers could find out in 
the bottom of the fcriptures that there is a purgatory. 
Yea, they could find it in the New Teftament, that 
a prieft fliould take the facrament, and go to the altar, 
and make an oblation, and offer it up every day. 

Young. Sir, that could never be found in the Bible 
nor New Teftament, as far as 'ever I could hear. 

Chan. - Whom doft thou hear read either the Bible 
or New. Teftament, but a fort of fcuifmatics, bawdy 
bifhops, and bedge-priefts (which, have brought into 
the church a ftmking communion, which was never 
heard of in any place in the world, but. here in Eng- 
land), which hath deceived the king and all the nobi- 
lity, and all the whole realm. 

Young. Sir, it is a vile name that you give them all. 

Chan. Where are all the hedge-knaves now, that 
they come not to their anfwer ? 

Young. Anfwer, fk? Why, they have anfwered 
both with the fcriptures, and alfo with their blood; 
and then where were you that you came not forth to 
anfwer in their times ? I never knew any of you that 
were troubled, but two, and that was not for God's 
word, it was for their difobedience. 

Chan. No, I pray you ? Did you not know that we 
were hanged, killed, burned, and beheaded? 

Young. Sir, I never kuew that any Of you ever 
was either hanged, killed, burned, or beheaded. 

Chan., No ? Did you neyer hear that the bifnop of 
Rochcfter loft his head for the fupremacy of the 
bifhop of R,omc ? ' 

Young. Then he died not for God's word. 

2 .. Chan. 
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Chan, WelJv thou- -wilt believe trothing but that: 
which is written, in God's word. Where canft thou- 
find the fabbafh; written im the fcripture, by the name 
of -the fabbath?- For the right fabbath-day will I prove 
to be Saturday. Or, where cahft thou find the article! 
of the creed in lb© fcripture by the name of the arti- 
cles? or where canH'thou find in the fcripture that 
Chrift went down into hell ? 

young.' What place or part in the fcripture can 
you find to difprove any of thefe things? 

Chan. What prieft haft thou lain withal that thou 
halt fo much fcripture ? Thou art fome prieft's wo- 
man, I think, for thoit wilt take upon thee to reafon, 
and teach the beft doctor in all the land. 

Young. I was, never yet prieft's wife, nor yet prieft's 
Yioman.- 

Chan. Have; I touched your confcience? > 
Young. No, fir, you have not touched my con- 
fcience, but beware you hurt not your own. 

Chan. Thou haft read a little in the Bible or Tefta- 
mei>t, and thou thinkeft that thou art able to reafon 
with a doctor, that huth gone to fdhool thirty years ; 
and, before God, I think if I had talked thus much 
with a Jew as I have done with thee, he would have 
turned ere this time. But I may lay by you as Chrift- 
faid by Jerul'alem, faying, " O Jer.uQ.lem, Jerufatem, 
how oft would I have gathered thee together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens, but thou wouldft not." 
And fo would we gather you together in one faith, and 
you will not : and therefore your own blood be upon 
your own-head; for I can do no more but teach you. 
Thou art one of the rankeft heretics that ever 1 heard; 
for thou beiieveft nothing but what is in the fcripture j 
and therefore thou art damned. 

• Toung. I do believe all things written irr the fcrip- 
ture, and all things agreeable to the fcripture, given 
by the Holy Gholt to the church of Chrift, fet forth 
and taught by the church of Chrift, and Ihall I be 
damned bacaufe I will wot believe an untruth ? 

Then the chancellor called the keeper, faying, Clirny, 
take her away, thqu knqweft what thou haft to do with 
her. And fp fhe departed, and was brought again to 
the ftock-houfe, and there fhe lay certain days, and 
both her hands manacled in one. iron; and afterwards 
(he was removed into the Lollards' Tower, and there 
fhe remained' with both her feet in the flocks and 
irons till the nest time of examination. 
The Seventh Examination of Mrs. YOUNG, before the 

Chancellor and the Bifhop's Scribe., - 
Chan. \\ TOMAN, thou haft been twjee before me, 
V V but we could not agree, and here be cer- 
tain articles that my lord the bifhop of London would 
that thou fhouldft make anfwer unto, which are thefe : 
Firft, how many facraments doll thou allow ? 

Toung. Sir, as many as Chrift's church doth allow, 
and that is two. 

Then faid the fcribe, Thou waft taught feven before 
king Edward's days. 

Chan. Which, two facraments be thofe thai thou 
doll allow ? 

Toung. The facrament -of the body and blood of 
Jefus Chrift, and the facrament of baptifm. 

Chan. Doft thou not believe that the pope of 
Rome is the fupreme head of the church, immediately 
under God in earth ? 

Toung. No, fir, no man can be the head of Chrift's 
church : for Chrift himfelf is the head, and his word 
is the. governor of. all that be of that church, wherefo- 
ever they be fcattered abroad. • 

Chan. Doft thou not believe that the bifhop of 
Rome can forgive thee all thy fins heretical, deteftable 
and damnable, that thou haft done from thine infancy 
Unto this day ? 

Toung. Sir, the bifhop of Rome is a finner as I am, 
and no man can forgive me nay fins, but he only that is 
without fin, and that is Jefus Chrift, who died for my fins. 

Chan. Doft thou not know that the pope fent over 
bis jubilees, that all that ever would faft and pray, and 
BO W the chu* eb 3 fho,uld have their fins forgiven them? 



• The Scribe. Shy I think that fhe was not inr the 
realm then. 

• Chan. Haft thou not defired God to defend thee, 
from the tyranny of the hifhop of Rome, and all his 
deteftable enormities ? • 

Youngs Yes, that I have.: 

Chan. And art thou not lorry for. it ? 

Toung. No, fir, not a whit. 

Chan. Haft thou not faid, that the mafs was wicked, 
and the facrament of the altar moft abominable ? 
Toung. Yes, that I have. 
Chan. And art thou not forry for it ? 
Toung. ' No, fir, not a whit. 

Chan. Art thou not content to go to the church,, 
and hear mafs ? 

Toung. I will not go to the church, either to mafa 
or mattins, till I may hear it in a tongue that I can 
underftand: for I will be fed no longer. in a ftrange 
language. And always the fcribe did write every one 
of thefe articles, as they were demanded and anfwered 

Then the fcribe afked her from whence fhe came. 

The chancellor faid, This is fhe that brought over 
all thefe books of herefy and treafon. 

Then the fcribe faid to her, Woman, wheTe hadft 
thou all' thefe books ? 

Toung. I bought them in Amfterdam, and brought 
them over to fell, thinking to gain thereby. 

The Scribe. What is the name of the book ? ' 

Toung. I cannot tell. 

Scribe. Why fhouldft thou buy books, and know 
not their names ? 

Then faid Cluny, the keeper, Sir, my lord bifhop 
did fend for her by name, that fhe fhould go to mafs, 
but fhe would not. 

Chan. Yea^ did ray lard fend for her by name, and 
would fhe not go to mafs ? 

Toung. No, fir, I never will go to mafs, till 1 do 
Underftand it, by the leave of God. 

Chan. Underftand it! why, who the devil can 
make thee underftand Latin, thou being fo olid ? ; 
Then the fcribe commanded her. to. fet her hand to 
; all thefe things. . ' ■•• 1 

! Then faid fhe, Let me hear them read firft. 

Scribe. Matter Chancellor, fhalt fhe hear it read ? 
Chan. Ay, ay, let the heretic hear it- read. 
The fhe heard it read, and fo figned it. 

The Eighth Examination of Mrs. YOUNG, before the 
• Bifhop. 

Bifhop. TS this the woman that hath three children ? 
• X Keeper. Yea, my lord. 

Bifliap. Woman, here is a fuppikation put into my 
hands for thee. lit like cafe there was another fuppfi- 
cation put up to me for thee before this, in which 
thou madeft as though I :fhould keep thy children. 

Toung. My lord, I did not know of this fupplica- 
tion, nor yet of the other. 

Bifhop. Mr. Dean, is this the woman you have 
fued fo earneftly for ? 

Demi. Yea, my lord. 

Dean. W oraan, what remainetb in the facrament of 
the altar, when and after that the prieft hath fppken 
the words of confecration? • . 

Toimg. A piece of bread. But the facrament of 
Chrift's body and blood, which he did inftitute and 
leave among his difciples the night before he was be- 
trayed, miniftered according to his word, that facra- 
ment I do believe. 

: Dean. How doft thou believe concerning the body 
of Chrift ? where is his body, and how many bodies 
hath he ? 

Young. Sir, in heaven he fitteth on the right hand 
of God. 

Dean. From whence came his human body ? 

Toung. He took it of the Virgin Mar)'. 

Dean. That is flefh, blood, and bones, as mine is. 
But what fhape hath his fpiriiual body ? Hath it face, 
hands; and feet ? * 

Toung. 
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Toung. I know no other body that he hath, but that 
body whereof he meant when he faid, *' This is my bo-: 
dy, which is given for you ; and this is my blood 
which {hall be fhed for you." Whereby he plainly 
meancth that body and no other, which he took of the 
virgin Mary, having the perfect fhape and proportion 
of a human body. 

Story. Thou haft a wife body : for thou mult go 
the {lake. 

Dean. Art thou content to believe in the faith of 
Chrift's church ? But to afk of thee what Chrift' 
church is, or where it is, I let it pafs. 

Toung. Sir, to that church I have joined my faith, 
and from it I purpofe never to turn, by God's help. 

Dean. Wouldft thou not be at home -with thy chil- 
dren with a good will ? 

Toung. Sir, if it pleafc God to give me leave. 

Dean. Art thou willing to confefs thyfelf to be a 
foolifh woman, and to believe as our holy father the 
pope of Rome doth, and as the lord cardinal doth, 
and as my lord the bifhop of London thine ordinary 
doth, and as the king and queen, and all the nobility 
in England do ; yea, and the emperor, and all the 
noble perfons of Chriftendom ? 

Toung. Sir, I was never wife, but in few words I 
fhall make you a brief anfwer how I do believe all 
things that are written in the fcripiures, given bv the 
Jloly Ghoft unto the church of Chrift, let forth and 
taught by the church of Chrift. Hereon I ground my 
faith; and not on man. 

Then faid Story, And who fhall be judge? 

Young. Sir, the fcripture. 

Story. And who (hall read it. 

Toung. He unto whom God hath given the under- 
itanding. 

Bijliop. Woman, be reformable; for I would thou 
wert gone, and mailer dean here hath earneftly fued 
for thee. 

Dean. Woman, I have fued for thee indeed, and I 
promife thee, if thou wilt be reformable, my lord will 
be good unto thee. 

Toung. I have been before my lord bifhop, and be- 
fore mafter chancellor three times, and have declared 

"Dean. And yet I know that mafter chancellor will 
fay, that thou art a general heretic. 
'Story. Away with her. 

Bifliop. Mafter dean, you know that I may not tarry, 
nor you neither. Let her keeper bring her home to 
your own chamber foon at four o'clock in the after- 
noon, and if that wc find her reafonable, then let her 
go, for I would that (he were gone. 

Then faid the dean, With a good will, my lord ; 
and fo fhe was fent unto the place from whence flie 
came, until it was four o'clock in the afternoon. 

The A77!^-Examination of ELIZABETH YOUNG, 
before the Dean, after which Jhe tuas delivered. 
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Young. Sir, I have learnt but fmall wifdom fince. 
Dean. Doft thou think' that! am better learned than 

thou ? 

Young. Yes, fir, that I do. 

Dttm. Thinkeft thou that I can do thee good ? 

Young. Yea, fir, and, if itpleafe God, that you will. 

Dean. Then I will do thee good indeed. What 
doft thou receive when thou receivefl the facrament 
which Chrift left among his difciples the night before 
he was betrayed ? 

Young. Sir, that that his difciples did receive. 

Dean. What did. they receive ? 

Young. Sir, that that Chrift gave them, they re- 

Dean. What anfwer i3 this? was Chrift there pre- 

fent t 

Young. Sir, he was there prefent ; for he inftituted 
Dean. He took bread and he brake it, and he gave it 



V body 



to his difciples, and faid, " Take, eat, this i 
which fhall be broken for you." When thoi 
it, doft thou believe that thou received his body 

Young. Sir, when I receive, I believe that through 
faith I do receive Chrift. hn 
Dean. Doft thou believe that Chrift is there ? 
Young. Sir, I believe that he is there to nic, and bv 
faith I do receive him. ' ' 

Dean. He alfo took the cup and gave thanks, an d 
gave it to his difciples, and faid, " Drink ye all thereof 
this is the cup of the New Tedamcm in my blood* 



which is fhed for many for the remiflion of lins." When 
thou doft receive, it after the inftitution that Chrift or 
dained among his difciples, the night before he wal 



betrayed, doft thou believe that Chrift is ther 

Young. Sir, by faith I believe that he is there, and 
by faith I do bel ieve that I do receive him. 

Dean. Now thou haft anfwered me, remember what 
thoufayeft, that when thou doft receive accoidin-* to 
the inftitution of Chrift, thou doft receive Chrift° 

Young. Sir, I believe Chrift not to be abfent from 
his own facrament. 

Dean. How long wilt thou continue in that belief? 

Young. Sir, as long as I do live, bv the help of 
God, for it is, and hath been mv belief. 

Dean. Wilt thou fay this before my lord ? 
• Young. Yea, fir. 

Dean. Then I dare deliver thee. Why, thou calf 
why wouldft thou not fay fo to-day. ' ' 

Young. Sir, you afked me no fuch queftion. 

Dean. Then you would ftand in difputation how 
many bodies Chrift had. 

Young. Sir, indeed that queftion you did afk me. 

Dean. Who fhall be the fureties that thou wilt ap- 
pear before my lord of London and me upon Friday 



Then fpake the dean unto two women that flood 
there, who had earneftly fued for her, faying, " Wo- 
men, will ye be her fureties, that fhe fhall appear be- 
fore my lord of London and me, upon Friday next ? 

Women. Yea, fir, and it pleafe you. 

D ^ an -. T ake need tllat * find y° u no mo *e a babbler 

Young. Sir, I am no babbler in the fcripture, nor 
yet can any man burden me therewith. 

Dean. Yes, I have heard of you well enough what 
you are. 

Then faid he to the two women, what if a 



mfcience, do ye not finell a little 



fhould touch y 
of herefy alfo ? 
Women. No, fir. 

Dean. Yes, a little of the frying-pan, or clfe where- 
fore have ye two fo earneftly fued for her? 
. Theonewoman anfwered, becaufe that her children 
were like to perifh, and therefore God put me in mind 
to fue for her. 

Then faid the other woman, And I provided her 
child a nurfe, and I am threatened to ftand for the 
keeping of her child ; and therefore it ftandeth me 
in hand to fue to have her out. 

Dean. Woman.give thanks unto thefe honeft women, 
who have fo earneftly fued for thee, and I promife thee 
fo have I. Thefe great heretics will receive nothing 
but in fpirit and faith ; and fo he rofe and departed. 

Young. Sir, God be praifed, and I thank you for 
your goodnefs and their's alfo, and fo went away; 
and upon the Friday next, becaufe fhe was accufed, 
her two fureties went thither, and were difcharged. 



The Perfecution of ELIZABETH LAWSON. 

IN the town of Bcdfield, in the county of Suffolk, 
dwelt an ancient godly matron, named Elizabeth 
Lawfon, about the age of fixty years, who was appre- 
hended as an heretic by the conftablcs of the fame town, 
named Robert Kitrich, and Thomas Lias, in the year 
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155 6, becaufe fhc would not "go to church to hear . 
niafs, and receive' the facrament, and believe-in it. ' 

Firft, they laid her in a dungeon, and after that fhe 
was carried unto Norwich, and from thence to Bury 
»aol, where at laft fhe was condemned to be burnt. In 
die mean time fir John Sylliard had her home unto his 
houfe, he being high fhei iff that year, where fhe' was 
hardly kept, and wrapped in irons, till at length, when 
they could by no means move her to recant, fhe was 
fent to prifon again -with fhameful revilings. 

Thus fhe continued in prifon the fpace of two years 
and three quarters. In the mean time there-were burnt 
her fon and many more, whereby fhe would often fay, 
« Good Lord, what is the caufe that I may not yet 
come to thee with thy children? Well, good Lord, 
thy bleffed will ;be done, and not mine." 

Not long after this (inofthappily) followed the death 
of queen Mary,.after whomfucceeded queen Elizabeth. 
At which time this Elizabeth Lawfon remained yet ftill i 
in Bury prifon, till at laft fhe was bailed upon -Atretics, . 
or elfe' fhe could not be delivered. For fhe being a : 
condemned perfon, neither the temporality, nor yet 
fpiritual authority would difcharge her without fure- 
ties. Now fhe being abroad, and her fureties made 
afraid by wicked men, faid, they would caft her again 
in prifon, except fhc would fee them difcharged. 

Then fhe got a fupplication to go unto the queen's 
majefty, and came to a friend of her's to have his 
counfel therein; who willed her to ftay awhile, becaufe 
fhe was old, the days fhort, and the expences great, and 
weather foul (for it was a little before Chriftmas), and 
to tarry until fummcr. In the mean time God broke 
the bond, and fhortened her journey ; for he took her 
home to himfelf out of this life in peace. 

This good old woman, long before fhe went to pri- 
fon, had the falling ficknefs, and told a friend of her's, 
one Simon Harlfton, after fhe was apprehended, that 
fhe never had it more, but lived in good health and 
joy of heart, through our Lord Chritt. 

She had a very unkind hufband, who, while (he was 
in prifon, fold her raiment, and would not help her: 
and after (lie was out of prifon, fhe returned home unto 
him, yet would he fhew her no kindnefs, nor help 
her neither; and yet the houfe and land that he dwelt 
in he had by her; wherefore as long as fhe lived fhe 
was maintained by the congregation. 

The faid Elizabeth Lawfon alfo had a filter, wife to 
one Robert Hollon, in Mickfield, in the fame county . 
of Suffolk, who likewife was perfecuted and driven out 
from houfe to houfe, and a young man her fon with 
her, becaufe they would not go to the church to hear 
mafs, and receive the facrament of the altar. I 



An Account of the Perfecution of THOMAS CHRIS- 
TENMASS and WILLIAM WATS. 

IN this perilous rage of queen Mary's reign were two 
men perfecuted, one called Thomas Chriftenmafs, 
the other William Wats, of Tunbridge, in Kent. As 
thefe two men travelled from place to place, not reft- 
ing two nights together in one place, they happened 
to go to Rochefter in Kent, where they at the town's 
end met with a damfel of eight years of age, but whi- 
ther fhe went, they knew not. It was then night, and 
they being weary, were willing to lie in the fame town, 
but could not tell where, they feared fo the bloody 
catholics. At laft they devifed to afk the damfel whe- 
ther there were any heretics in the town, or no ? and 
fhe faid, Yea. They afked her where. She anfwered 
them, At fuch an inn, telling them the name, and where 
the inn was. Shortly after, as they were gone from her, 
they bethought themfelves better, and God fo moving 
their hearts, they went to the child again, and afked 
her how file knew that the innkeeper (of whom fhe 
fpake before) was an heretic. Marry, quoth fhe, well 
enough, and his wife aifo. How knoweft thou, pretty 
maiden ? faid they; I pray thee tell us. How know I ? 
faid fhe ; marry, becaufe they go to the church ; and 
thofc that will not hold up their hands there, they will 
No. 57. 
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-prefent them, and he himfelf goes from houfe to houfe, 
to compel them to come to church. When thefe two 
men heard this, they gave God praife, and avoided 
that houfe, taking the warning of that maid (of good 
bringing up, as it fhould feem) to be God's marvellous 
providence towards them. 

- In the laft year but one of queen Mary's reign, Wil- 
liam Wats lived at Seale, in Kent, where being appre- 
hended, and brought by the conftables before the 
bifhop and jufticcsat Tunbridge, who endeavoured to 
perfuadc him to turn from the truth, but all in vain, 
though they fpent much time, and ufed many flattering 

At dinner-time the conftables took Wats to a victual- 
ing-houfe, where after they had well filled themfelves, 
they fell afleep, fuppofing their prifoner had been fure 
enough under their hands. Wats's wife being in the 
houfe with her hufband, and very careful for his well- 
doing, feeing them all faft afleep, defircd her hufband 
to go away, as God had given him an opportunity; 
but he refufing fo long that at laft a ftranger hearing 
fomething of the difpute, afked what the matter was, 
and why fhe was fo earneft with her hufband : the -wife 
told him. Then faid the ftranger to Wats, Father, go 
thy ways in God's name, and tarry no longer: the Lord 
hath opened the way unto thee. Upon which words 
he went his way, and his wife departed from him, and 
■wfiht home to her houfe at Seale, thinking her huf- 
band had gone another way. Now as fhc was going 
in at her door, telling her friends of his deliverance, 
immediately came in the faid Wats alfo, and they all 
being amazed thereat, willed him in all hafte to get him 
away; for they thought there would be fearch for him 
immediately. 

Then Wats faid, he would eat meat firft, and alfo 
pray; which he did, and afterwards departed thence. 
As foon as he was out of doors, and had hid himfelf 
■in an holly-bufh, immediately came the faid conftables 
with thirty perfons into the faid houfe to fearch for 
him, where they pierced the feather-beds, broke open 
his chefts, and made great havock ; and as they were 
fearching, the conftable cried, I will have Wats, I will 
have Wats, I tell thee, I will have Wats; but God be 
thanked Wats could not be found. And when they 
faw it needlefs to fearch for him, in the end they took 
his wife, and fet her in a pair of flocks, where fhe re- 
mained two days, and fhe was very bold in the truth, 
and at laft delivered through the providence of God; 
whofe name be glorified in all his works. Amen. 

Mr. DABNEY. 

THERE was at London a certain godly perfon, a 
painter, named Dabney, whom John Avales in 
the time of queen Mary had brought before Bonner to 
be examined for his faith. It happened the fame time, 
when the faid Dabney was there, that the bifhop was 
occupied with examining of others, fo that he was bid 
to ftand by, and to wait the bifhop's leifure. Upon 
the fame, or not long after, fuddenly came word to 
the bifhop to prepare him with all fpeed, the general 
proceffion tarried for him. The bifhop hearing that, 
fetting all bufinefs apart, buftleth himfelf with all pof- 
fible fpeed to the church, there to furnifh proceffion. 
By reafon whereof Dabney, who newly came to the 
houfe, was there left alone, while every man elfe was 
bufied in preparing and fetting themfelves forward 
according as the cafe required. 

To be fhort, as the time called on, Bonner, with his 
houfhold makes all poffible hafte to the proceffion. 
Dabney being left alone, came down to the outward 
court next the gate, there walking heavily by himfelf, 
looking for nothing lefs than to cfcape that danger. 
The porter, who was only left at home, feeing the man 
walk alone, fuppofing he had been fome citizen left 
there behind, and waiting for opening the gate, went 
and opened the wicket, afking if he would go out. 
Yea, faid he, with a good will, if you will let me out. 
With all my heart, quoth the porter, and I pray you 
fo do. 

8 A And. 
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And thus the faid Dabney taking the opportunity of- 
fered of God, being let out by the porter, efcaped. out 
of. the wqlf's mouth. The proceflion, being done, when 
the bifhop returned home, Dabney was gone, and.co.uld 
not be found. Whereupon fearch was made, but^efpe- 
cially .John Avales laid wait for him:, who, after long 
fearching, when he. could not get 'him,, at length re- 
ceived fifteencrowns.of his wife to let him alone- when 
he mould lee him, and fo that good man efcaped. <■ 

ALEXANDER WIMHURST, Prieft. 

ALIKE example of God Almighty's goodnefs to- 
wards his affli£led fervants- in that dangerous time 
of perfecution, may alio appear evidently in one Alex- 
ander Wimhurft, a prieft, I'omeurne of Magdalen col- 
lege, in Oxford, and then a papifi, but fince an earneft 
enemy to Antichrift, and a man.better inftru&ed in the 
true. fear of God. It happened that one had recom- 
mended him to bifhop Bonner for religion, upon what 
occafion I do not underfland. According to the old 
"manner in fuch cafes provided, he fent forth Robin 
Caly, otherwife called Robin Papift, one of his whelps, 
to bring in the game, and to caufe this filly .poor man 
to appear before him. Little Robin, like a proper man, 
beflirreth him in his.bufinefs, and fmelleth him out, and 
when he had taken him, bringeth him along by Cheap,- 
fide,, not fuffering him to talk with any of his acquaint- 
ance by the way, though they were fome of his old 
friends of Oxford that offered to fpeak unto him. 

When they came into St. Paul's, he efpied Dr. 
Chedfey there walking up and down, and, becaufe he 
was able in fuch a cafe to do pleafure, and for that he 
had been of his old acquaintance in Oxford, he was 
very defirous to fpeak to him , ere he went through. 
Chedfey, perceiving that Robin Caly did attend upon 
him, faid, that he durfl not meddle in the matter. 
Yes, (faid little Robin) you may talk with him if it 
pleafe you, mailer Do&or. To be fhort, Alexander 
opened his cafe, and in the end defircd, for old ac- 
quaintance fake, that he would find means he might 
be brought before Dr. Martin to be examined, rather 
than any other. Nay, faid he, (alledging the words 
of Chrift unto Peter in the laft chapter of St. John) 
ybu remember, brother, what is written in the gofpel : 
" When thou waft young, thou didft gird thyfelf, and 
wenteft whither thou wouldft ; but being aged, other 
men fhall gird thee, and lead thee whither thou wouldft 
riot." Thus'abufing the fcripture to his private mean- 
ing, whereas notwithstanding he might eafily have 
accompliflied fo fmall a requeft, if he had liked it. 

Thence he was carried to Story and Cook, comtnif- 
fioners, there to learn what fhould become of him. 
Before them he behaved himfelf boldly and ftdutly, 
as they on the other fide did urge him with captious 
queftions very cruelly. When they had baited the 
poor man their fill, they afked him where his whore 
was. She is not my whore (faid he), but my lawful 
wife. She is thy whore, faid they. She is not my 
whore (faid. he again), I tell you. So when they 
perceived that he would not give place unto them, 
nor attributed to them fo much as they looked for at 
his hand, according to the ordinary manner, they 
commanded him to prifon. And now mark well the 
providence of God in his prefervation. 

He was brought into Cluny's houfe, in Paternofter- 
row, from thence to be carried to Lollards'-Tower, 
out of hand, but that Cluny, (as it happened) his 
wife and his maid, were fo earneftly occupied about 
prefent bufinefs, that they had not leifure then to lock 
up their prifoner. In the hall where Alexander fat 
was a ftrange woman, "whofe hufband was then pre- 
fently in trouble for religion, which perceived by 
fome occafion or other, that this man was brought in 
for the like eaufe. Alack, good man; faith fhe, if 
you will you may efcape the. cnicl hands of your ene- 
mies, forafmuch as they be all away that fhould look 
unto you. ' God hath opened the way unto you for a 
deliverance, and therefore lofe not the opportunity 



thereof, if you be. wife. -Being perfuaded :with thefe 
andfuchjjke words, he wentrout of doors, and efcaned 
their, hands. * 

. . BOSOM'S Wife. 

THIS good, woman feeing at Richmond with her 
mother, was greatly .urged to go to church.. At 
length, through great importunity, me came s being 
in the church, and. fitting .with her mother.in the pev 
contrary^ all things to. the doings of the papifts, fhe 
behaved herfelf fo, that when they kneeled, fhe flood; 
when they;turned forward, fhe turned feackward, & c .* 
. ; .This be,ing notorious, in. the church, , the conllable 
and church-warden attached her, in the queen's name 
charging her and her .mother to appear the next day at 
Kingfton, which, accordingly they did> and happening 
to meet the ; officers : crof!ing the river, faluted them by" 
their najmes,, but at that time the officers had no power 
to fpeak to them, though afterwards they ftampt and 
flared, and were mad with: themfelves for letting them 
pafs, as was declared by the waterman in the' boati 
Whereupon the good woman taking her journey to 
London,, efcaped their .cruelty. 

JOHN DAVIS, under Twelve Years ef Age, 

IN the year i 546, and the laft year of king Henry, 
the Eighth, John Davis, a child of twelve years 
and under, who dwelling in the houfe of Mr. Johnfon, 
•apothecary, in the town of Worceftery his uncle, ufing 
fometimes to ,read in the Teftament an d other Englifh 
books, was complained of by his miftrefs,: who was an 
obflinate perfon, and confulted with one Thomas Par- 
ton, and Alice Brook, wife" to Nicholas Brook, organ 
maker, with certain of the canons, and Mr. Johnfon, ' 
chancellor to Dr. Heath, their bifhop. . The means 
whereby. , he was intrapped, was wrought by the afore- 
faid Alice Brook, who procured her fon Oliver, 
fchbol-fellow with the faid John Davis, to feign 
friendfhip with him, and under pretence to be in- 
ilruc.lcd, to fee his Englifh books, and efpecially to 
get fdmething of his writing againft the fix articles: 
which being had, was foo'n brought to the canons of 
the church and the chancellor. Whereupon Thomas 
Parton came to apprehend him, and his uncle was 
forced againft his will to bind the poor boy's arms be- 
hind him; and fo he was brought to the officers of the 
town, where he lay from the 14th of Auguft till the laft 
of September. Then was he commanded to the Free- 
man's prifon, where one Richard Howborough, com- 
ing to perfuade him from burning, willed him to provo 
firft with a candle: who then holding his finger, and 
the other a candle under it a good fpace, yet (as the 
party himfelf aflured me) he felt no burning thereof, 
neither would the other that held the candle believe 
him a great while, till he had looked, and faw no 
fcorching of the candle at all appeared. 

The child was removed from thence to an inner 
prifon, called Peephole, where the low bailiff, named 
Robert Yould, laid upon him a pair of bolts, fo that he 
could not lift up his little legs, but leaning on a ftaff, 
flipt them forward upon the ground: with thefe bolts his 
lying was upon the cold ground, having not one lock of 
flraw nor cloth to cover him, fave only two fheep-fkins ; 
neither durfl father or mother, or any of his friends 
come to him. Befides this, and many great threats 
of the papifts, there was a madman, put to. him in the 
prifon, with a knife about him, wherewith in his frantic 
rage he often threatened to flab him. 

After .this came to him one JoylifF and Yewer, two 
canons, who had his writings againft the fix articles, 
and his ballad, called, " Come down for all your fhaven ' 
crown," to fee whether he would ftand to that he had 
written. Which done, with many great raging words, 
not long after fat Mr. Johnfon, the chancellor, in the 
Guildhall, upon the poor lad. Where firft were brought 
in his accufers, and fworn, then were fworn alfotwenty- 
four men which went.on his queft, and found him guil- 
ty, but he never came before the chancellor. Upon 
'3 this 
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this he was fent to. the common gaol among thieves-: 
and murderers, there to tarry " the coming of the' 
judges, and fo to be had ftra'it to exception. But the; 
mighty mercy of the Lord, who helpeth the defolate 
and miferable, when ail other help is paft, fo provided, 
for this innocent lad, tha't the purpofe of all his hard- 
hearted enemies was difappoirited : for before the 
judges came, God took away*' Henry the Eighth out of 
this life.' By reafon whereof the force of the law was 
then Rayed: however, lie was neverthelefs arraigned, 
being held up in a'mari's'arms at the.bijr before the : 
judges, who were Portman and Marveh : who when 
they perceived that they could not burn him, would . 
have him prefently whipped. But Mr. Bourne declared 
to the judges, how he had whipping enough. After that 
he had lain a'week more in prifon, he nad him home ' 
to his houfe, his wife anointed his legs hcrfelf with 
ointment, which then we're 'ftiff and numbed with irons, 
till at length when Mr. Bourne and his wife faw.they 
could not win hirri to the, belief of their facrament, 
they pat Him away, left He mould infect their fon 
Anthony, as they thought, with herefy. 

Thus John Davis was mercifully preferved, after he 
had fuffered imprifonment from the 14th' day of Au- 
guft till within feven days of Eafter, who is yet alive, 
and a profitable minifter this day in the church of 
England : blefled be the Lord. 

Mrs. ROBERTS. 

MISTRESS ROBERTS, a gentlewoman, living 
(as I underftand) in the town of Hawkhurft, in 
Sufi'ex, being earneftly addiaed to the truth of the 
gtifpel, and no lefs conftant in that which (he had 
learned therein, fo keptherfelf during air the brunt of 
queen Mary's time, that fhe never came to their popifh 
fervice, nor polluted her cohfeience with their idola- 
trous mafs. There dwelt at the fame time riot far off a 
juftice, called fir John Gilford, who being asferverit 
on the 1 contrary fide to fet forward the proceedings of 
queen Mary, thought to prove mafteries with this gen- 
tlewoman, in forcing her into the church. And firft 
fending his wife, he attempted her by fair words and 
gentle perfuafions to conform herfelf to the prince's 
laws, and to come, as other chriftian people did, to 
the church. Notwithftanding, fhe conftantly perfifling 
in the fincerity of the truth, would by no perfuafions be 
won to do therein againft her confeience ; and fo kept 
at home a certain time, till again Mr. Gilford thinking 
not to give her over fo, fent his officers and fervants 
to her, by force and power to haul her out of her houfe 
to the church, and fo did. Where, by the way, fhe 
for grief of confeience fwooned, and fo of neceflity 
was brought home again, and falling into an ague, was 
for that time difpenfed with. When fhe had recovered 
her health again, he came in perfon to compel her to 
come to church whether (lie would or no. But, (as the 
proverb goeth) who can prevent that which God would 
have done ? For when Mr. Gilford had purpofed as 
pleafed him, the Lord fo difpofed for this good wo- 
man^ that as he was coming up flairs towards her cham- 
ber, fuddenly his old difeafe the gout feized him, and 
fo terribly tormented him, that he could go no further: 
and fo he, that purpofed to carry her to the church 
againft her will, was forced himfelf to be carried home 
to his houfe on account of his pain, protefting and 
fwearing that he would never from henceforth trouble 
that gentlewoman more, and no more he did. 

Mrs. ANNE LACY. 

MISTRESS ANNE LACY, widow, in Notting- 
hamfhire, was in great danger in queen Mary's 
time, infomuch that the procefs was out againft her, 
and fhe ready to have been apprehended, being fo 
nearly purfued, that fhe was driven to hide her bible 
and other books in a dunghill. Mr. Lacy, her brother, 
was then juftice of peace ; but to whom (as I have 
heard) fhe was but very little beholden. Neverthelefs, 
where kindred faileth, yet God's grace never faileth 
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' Rich' as ftick to him; for in this. mean time, as the prp- 
cefscame' out againft her, queen Mary died, and to 
, fhe efcaped. . , 

CROSSMAN's Wife. 

SHE lived at Tibnam Longrow, in .Norfolk, and for 
not going to church, was fought for at her houfe 
by : the conftable of the hundred, who when he came 
to her houfe, fhe being at home with a child fucking 
in. her arms, ftept into a corner on the one fide ofjthe 
chimney, and they feeking about the chambers, the 
child never cried (although before they came it did) 
as long as they were there," and fo by this means the 
Lord preferved her. 

The Congregation at Stoke, in Suffolk. 

THERE were fome likewife that avoided the vio- 
lent rage of the adverfarzes by means only of 
their number, and mutual according in godlinefs, 
wherein they did fo hold together, that without much 
ado none well could be troubled : whereof we have 
an example in a certain town in Suffolk, called Stoke. 
After the three fharp years of queen. Mary's perfec- 
tion being paft, yet notwithftanding the 'inhabitants of 
the town, aforefaid, efpecially the women, came not 
to their church to receive, after the popifh manner, 
the facramen^; who, if they had been but few, they 
could by 00 means have efcaped imprifonment., But 
becaufe there were fo many, the papifts thought, it 
beft not to lay hands upon them. Only they ap- 
pointed them fixteen days refpite after Eafter, wherein 
as many as would, fhould receive the facrament; 
thofc that would not, fhould ftand to the peril that 
would follow. Of this company, which were many, 
giving their hands together, the chief were thefe: . 

Eve,, an old woman of fixty years, of age.j Alice 
Coker, her daughter; Elizabeth Foxe; Agnes Cutting; 
Alice Spencer; Henry Canker; Joan Fouke ; Agnes 
Spaulding; John Steyre, and his brother; John 
Foxe. 

Thefe, after the order was taken for their not 
coming to the church, took counfel among them-- 
felves what was beft to 'be done, and at length con- 
cluded by promife one to another, that they fhould 
not receive at all. Yet fome of them afterwards, be- 
ing perfuaded with fair promifes that the communion 
fhould be .miniftered unto them according to king 
Edward's book, went to the parifh prieft (whofe 
name was Cotes), and afked him after which fort he 
would adminiftcr the facrament. He anfwered to 
fuch as he favoured, that he would give it after the 
right fort; the reft fhould have it after the "popifii 

To be fhort, none did communicate fo, but only J«hn 
Steyre and John Foxe; of which the one gave his wife 
leave to do as fhe thought beft. The other went about 
with threats to compel his wife, faying, that otherwife 
he would divorce himfelf from her. As'for the reft, 
they withdrew themfelves from church, reforting to 
their wonted company, only J?oxe's wife tarried .ftill 
at home, in heavinefs, whofe hufband practiled with 
the curate in the mean time, that the : next day after 
he fhould give her the facrament, which was the feven- 
teenth day after Eafter. But the very fame day, un- 
knowing to her hufband, fhe went fecretly to her com- 
pany.and with tears declared how violently her hufband 
had dealt with her. The other women bade her not- 
withftanding to be of good cheer, and faid, that they 
would make their irioft earneft prayers to God both for 
her and her hufband; and indeed when they had fo 
done, the matter took very good fuccefs. For the 
next day after, Goodman Foxe came of his own accord 
unto them, a far other man than he was before, and 
bewailed his own rafhnefs, praying them that they 
would forgive him, promifing ever after to be more 
ftrong in faith ; to the great rejoicing both of them 
and his wife. 

I About half a year after this, the bifhop of Norwich 

fen 



y 6;6 the NEW and QpjftPCEyE BQOff ^ ;^RT^ Iq.Mary, AD,.^ 



Cent forth certain of his .officers or apparators thjjther,. 

-which (gave them -warning every one to come to the 
church, the next- Sunday following. If they would not 
come, they fhould appear before the commiflary oiit . 
of hand, to render account of their svbfence. But the 
women having Secret knowledge of this before, kept 
themfelves out of the way. on purpofe to avoid .the 

'Summons or warning^ Therefore when they were not 
at the church oh the day appointed, the commiflary 
did firft fufpend them, according to the bifhop of 
Rome's law, and within three weeks after did excom- 
municate them. Therefore when they perceived that 
: ari officer of the tow.n was fet to take fome of them, 
Vthey convening .themfelves privily out of the town, 
-efcaped all danger. 

The Congregation in London. 

NO lefs wonderful was the prefervation of the, con- 
gregation in London, which frpm the firft begin- 
ning of queen Mary to the latter end thereof, continued, 
notwithftanding whatfoever the malice, device, fearch- 
ing, and inquifition of men, or ftriftnefs of laws could 
work 'to the contrary. Such was the merciful hand of 
the Lord, according to his accuftpmed goodnefs, ever 
. working with his people. Of this bountiful goodnefs 



of the Lord, i 
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examples appeared in the 
congregation which I now fpeak of. How .often, and 
in what great danger did he deliver them! 

Firft, In Black-friars, when they fhould have re- < 
forted to fir Thomas Garden's houfe,' private watch was 
laid for them, but yet through God's providence the 
tnifchief was prevented, and they delivered. 

Again; they narrowly efcaped about Aldgate, where 
fpies were laid for them: and had not Thomas Simfon, 
the deacon, efpied them, and bid them difperfe them- 
felves away, they had been taken. For wi.thin two 
hours, the conftables coming to the houfe after they 
- were gone, demanded of the wife what company had 
been there. To whom fhe, to excufe the matter," made 
anfwer again, faying, that half a dozen good fellows 
had been there at breakfaft as they went a maying. 

Another time alfo about the Great Conduit, they 
paffing there through a very narrow alley, into a cloth- 
worker's loft, were efpied, and the fheriffs lent for : 
but before they came, they having privy knowledge 
thereof, immediately fhifted away out of the alley, 
John Avales ftanding alone in the mercers chapel, 
flaring at them. 

Another like efcape they made in a fhip at Bil- 
lingfgate, belonging to a certain good man of Leigh, 
where in the open fight of the people they were affem- 
bled together, and yet through God's mighty power 
efcaped. 

Betwixt Ratcliff and Redriff, in a (hip called Jefus 
fhip, twice or thrice they affpinbled, having there 
clofely, after their accuftpmed manner, both fermon, 
prayer, and communion, and yet through the protec- 
tion of the Lord they returned, although not unefpied, 
yet untaken. 

Moreover, in a cooper's houfe in Pudding-lane, fo 
near were they to perils and dangers, that John Avales 
coming into the houfe where they were, talked with the 
man of the houfe, and after he had afked a queftipn or 
two, departed; God fo working, that either he had no 
knowledge of them, or no power to take them. 
- But they never efcaped more hardly, than once in 
Thames-ftreet in the night-time, where the houfe being 
befet with enemies, they were delivered by the means 
of a mariner, who being at that prefent in the fame 
company, and feeing no other way to- avoid, pluckt 
off his flops arid fwam to the next boat, and fo rowed 
the company over, ufing his (hoes inftead of oars; 
and fo the jeopardy was difpatched. 

What fhould I fpeak of the extreme danger which 
that goodly company was in at ..the taking of Mr. 
Rough, their minifter, and Cutbert Simfon, their dea- 
con, had not God's providence given knowledge be- 
fore to Mr. Rough in his fleep, that Cutbert Simfon 
fhould leave behind him at home the book of all their 



s> /which he was wont to.caijry About with, him - 
whereof mention is made before. 
" In this church or congregation ,th«*e w.ere fome- 
titnes forty, fomeymes ,an hundred, fprnetimes t y 0 
bumlrcd, iomcti nes more fj-m. < \v lefs. About the 
latter time qf queen Mary it greatly increafed. Fr.om 
the beginning which .was,about the firft e,ntry of q ue{ . n 
Mary's reign, they had diyers minifters s firft, Mr 
Seamier, then Tho. Fpule, after him Mr. Rough, then 
Mr. Auguftine Bernher, and laftly, Mr. Bentham- 
concerning the deliverance '. of which Mr. Bentham 
(being now bifhop of, Coventry and Litchfield), God's 
mighty providence nioft notably is to be, confidered. 
The ftqry is thus : 

On p. time when feyen im.ar.tyxs were burnt in Smith- 
field, a proclamation was iffued out, ftriflLy forbidding • 
all perfons whatfoever either to falute, or pray for, the 
priforiers as they came ,tp.the flake: the godly people 
hearing this, great numbers: of ,them affemble,d toge- 
ther, refolyirig to comfort and encourage them by 
their prayers: and when they came towards the flake, 
well guarded by officers armed with bills and glieyes 
as ufual, the whole cpngtegatjpn ran in upon them, 
killing and embracing them, (not minding the ofticcrs 
and their weapons) and carried them to the flake, and 
might as well have carried them off, for aught the 
officers could do to prevent it. 

This done, and the people giving place tp the officers, 
the prpclamatipn was read with a -lpud vpice to the 
pepple in the names of the king and queen, That no 
.man fhould pray for them, or once fpeale a wprdrunto 
them. Mr. Bentham, then minifter of the congrega- 
tion, feeing the fire fet tp the martyrs, turned, his eyes 
tp his people and faid, We know th,cy are tlie people 
of Gpd, and therefore we cannqt chufe but fay, God 
ftrengthen them : and then he boldly faid, Almighty 
God, for Chrift's fake ftrengthen '.'.them. With that 
all the people with one cpnfent, and one voice, faid. 
Amen, Amen. The noife whereof was fo great, that 
the officers could not tell .what to fay,,or whom tP act- 
cufe. And thus much cpijeerning the congregation 
of the faithful pffembling tpgfether .at London in the 
time of queen- Mary. 

Another time, as Mr. Bentham was going through St. 
Catherine's, intending to take a walk in the air, he was 
forced by two p.r three men to gp along with them. Mr, 
Bentham being amazed at the fuddennefs of the mat-- 
ter, required what their purpofe was, or whither they 
would have him go. They anfwered, that by the occa- 
fion of a man there found drowned, the coroner's in- 
queft was called and charged tp fit uppn him, pf which 
inqueft he tnuft of necefiity be pne, >5£c. He endea- 
voured to excufe himfelf alledging that he had no fkill, 
and lefs experience in fuch matters ; and if it would 
pleafe them to let him gp, they would meet with ano- 
ther more fit for their purpofe. But when with this 
they would not be fatisfied, he further urged, that he 
was a fcholar in the univerfity of Oxford, and thereby 
was privileged from being of any inqueft. The cproner 
demanded, the fight of his privilege. He faid, if he 
would give him leave, he wpuld fetch it. Then faid the 
cprpner, The queen muftbe ferved without delay; and 
fo conftrained him to be at the hearing of the matter. 
Then a book was offered him to fwear upon ; uppn his 
opening it, he found it to be a popifh primmer, and 
refufed to fwear thereon, and declared moreover what 
fuperftition in the bpok was contained. What, fa'd the 
cprpner, I think we fhall have an heretic among us* 
And uppn that, after much reafoning, he was committed 
to the cuftody of an officer till further examination: by 
occafionwhereof he hardly cpuld have efcaped, had not 
the Lprd helped where man was npt able, W'hat-fol* 
lowed? As they were thus contending abput matters of 
herefy, fuddenly cometh the coroner of the admiralty, 
difannulling and repealing the order and calling of that 
inqueft, for that it was (as he. faid) pertaining to his of-* 
fi.ee ; and therefore the other coroner and his cpmpany. 
in that place had nothing to dp. And fo the firft co» 
roner was difcharg.ed and difplaced; by reafon whereof 
Mr. Bentham efcaped their hands. . 

' ■ EDWARD 
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EDWARD BENNETi 

ABOUT the fecond year of queen Mary, Edward 
'Bennet, then dwelling at Queenhithe, was de- 
fired by Mr.- Tingle, then prifdner in Newgate, to 
bring him a New Teftament. He procured one of 
Mr. Coverdale's tranflation, wrapt it in a handker- 
chief, faying to George the keeper, who afked him 
what he had, that it was a piece ' of powdered beef. ' 
Let me fee it, fa id he. Perceiving what it was,' he 
brought him '.to fir Roger .Chdlmley, who examined 
him why he. did fo, faying that book was not lawful, 
and fo committed him to Wobd-ftreet Compter, where 
he continued twenty-five weeks. 

Dr. Story coming to the pri'fon to examine other 
prifoners, this Bennet looking' out at the grate, (pake 
to him, defiring him to be good unto him, and to help" 
him out, for he had long lain in prifori. To whom 
Dr. Story aufwered, Waft thoii not before' me in 
Qhrift's church? Yes forfooth, faid Bennet. Ah, faid 
Story, thou doft not believe in' the facrament of the 
altar? Marry, I will help thee out; come, faid he to 
the keeper, turn him out. I will help him ; and fo 
took Bennet with him, and brought him to Cluny, in 
Paternoftcr-row. and bade him bring him to the Coal- 
houfe, and there lie was in the (locks' a week. 

Then the bifhop fent for him to talk with him, and 
firfc afked him, if he we.re confeffed ? No, faid Bennet. 
He -afked him if he .would be confeffed? No, faid he. 
Then he allied him if the prieft could take away his 
fins. No, faid Bennet, I do not fo believe. ,' 

Then he and Harpsfield taughed'at him, and mocked 
him, alking him if he did not believe that whatfoever 
the prielt bound here' in earth, fhould be bound in 
heaven, and whatfoever he loofeth in earth fhould be 
looted in heaven. No, faid Bennet; but I believe', 
that the miniftcr of God, preaching God's word truly,' 
and adminiftering the facraments according to the 
fame, whatfoever he bindeth ori earth, fhould be 
bound in heaven, and' whatfoever he loofeth, <&rc. 
Then' the bifhop putting him afide, faid he fhould go 
to Fulham and be whipped. 

Mr. Bufwell, a prieft, then came to him lying in 
the Coal-houfe, in the flocks,' and brought Cranmer's 
recantation, faying, that he had recanted. My faith, 
faid the other, lieth in no man's book, but in him 
which hath redeemedme. The next Saturday, Bennet 
with five Others were called for to come to mafs in the 
chapel. The mafs being done, and they coming out, 
five of them went to prifon, and were afterwards burn- 
ed. Bennet being behind, and coming toward the gate, 
the porter, opening to a company going out, allied if 
there were no prifoners there. No, faid they. Ben- 
net Handing in open fight before him, with other ferv- 
ing men who were there by reafon that Bonner made 
many priefts that day, when the gates were opened, 
went out amongft them and fo efcaped. 

Again, in the laft year of queen Mary, the fame Bennet 
being taken again with the twenty-four beyond Ifling- 
ton, and brought to fir Roger. Cholmley's, the people 
coming very thick, did cut off fome of them, to the 
number of eight, which were behind, among whom 
was Bennet. Then he knocked at the gate to come in, 
the porter faid, that he was none of the company. He 
faid, Yes, and knocked again. Then there flood by 
one of the congregation, named Johnfon, who faid, 
Edward, thou haft done well, do riot tempt God : go 
thy way. And fo he taking the warning as fent of 
God, with a quiet confeience efchewed burning. 

JEFFERY HURST, Brother-in-law t» GEORGE 
MARSH, Martyr. 

IN the town of Shakerley, in Lancafhire, dwelt one 
Jeffery Hurft, the fon of an honeft yeoman, who had 
betides him eleven children, the faid Jeffery being the 
firft and eldcft: and their father being willing to bring 
them up, fo that they fhould be able another day to 
help themfclves, he did bind this Jeffery apprentice 
No. 57. 



unto the craft of nailing, to make all kind of nails^ 
which occupation helearned, and ferved out the time 
of f'even years, which being expired he gave himfelf at 
times to learn of his other brethren which went to 
; fchool ; and as he was very willing to the: fame, fo 
: God fent him knowledge; w'herein he perfevercd and 
went forwards in fuch fort, that he could write and read 
indifferently, and in longer continuance came by more 
knowledge ; and fo having the Bible and divers other 
books in his houfe, did come to knowledge in the 
fcripture. After this he took to wife the filler of Mr. 
George Marfh, of whofe martyrdom mention is made 
before, and being very familiar with him, did greatly 
. amend his knowledge. Now when queen Mary was 
entered the firft year of her reign, he kept himfelf away 
from their doings, and came not to the church: where- 
upon he was laid in wait for and called heretic, and 
Lollard, and fo for fear of further danger he was com-' 
pelled toleave hiswife and child, and fly into Yorkfhire, 
and there being not known, did lead his life, returning 
fometimes by night to comfort his wife, and bringing 
with him fome preacher or other, who ufed to preach 
unto them fo long as the time would ferve.'and fo de- 
parted by night again. The names of thG preachers, 
were, Mr. Renefes, Mr. Beft, Mr. Brodbanke, Mr. 
Ruffel, and every time they came thither they were 
about twenty or twenty-four fometimes, but fixteen at 
leaft, who had there alfo a communion. And thus'in 
much fear did he with others lead his life, till the laft 
vear of the reign of queen Mary. Then it chanced 
that the faid Jeffery Hurft, after the death of his father, 
came home and kept clofe for feven or eight weeks. 

There dwelt not far off", at Morlefs, a certain juftice 
of the peace, and of the quorum, named Thomas Le- 
lond, who hearing of him, appointed a time to come 
to his father's houfe where he then dwelt, to rifle the 
houfe for books, and to fearch for him alfo, and fo he 
did. Jeffery and his company having knowledge of 
their coming, took the books which were in the houfe, 
as the Bible, the communion book, and the New Tefta- 
' ment of Tindal's tranflation, and divers others, and 
threw them all underneath a tub or vat, conveying alfo 
the faid Jeffery under the fame, with a great deal of 
ft raw underneath him; for as it chanced they had, the 
more time, becaufe when the juftice came almoft to 
the door, he flayed and would not enter the houfe till 
' he had fent for Hurfl's mother's landlady, Mrs. Sha- 
kerley;' and then with her confent intended to go for- 
wafds. In the mean time, Jeffery by fuch as were with 
. him, was willed to lay in his window the Teftament of 
Tindal's tranflation, and a little book containing the 
third part of the Bible, with the book of Ecclefiafticus, 
' to try what they would fay unto them. 

This done, Mrs. Shakerley came. Unto whom the 
juftice immediately declared the caufe of his coming, 
and how he was forry to attempt any fuch thing againft 
any of her'tenants for her fake, but notwithltanding 
he mud needs execute his office. And again you muft 
(faid he) note this, that a fcabbed fheep is able to in- 
feft a great number; and efpecially having, as he hath, 
fo many brethren and lifters, he is able to marr them 
all, if he be not looked to in time. And thus con- 
cluding, Mr. Lelond entered into the houfe, and being 
come in, fet himfelf in a chair in the middle of the 
houfe, and fending fir Ralph Parkinfon, his prieft, and 
one of his men, and one of Mrs. Shakerley's men, 
ab«ut the houfe, to fearch and rifle the chefts (who 
did fo), in the mean time he talked with Hurfl's mo- 
ther, almoft fixty years of age; and chiding with her 
that fhc would fuller her fon fo to order and behave 
himfelf like an heretic, faid, Thou old fool, I know', 
myfelf that this new learning fhall come again ; but 
for how long ? even for three or four months, and no 
longer. But I will lay thee, old fool, in Lancafter. 
dungeon for this, and well worthy. 

Now as. concerning the fcarchers, they found nothing 
but Latin books, as grammar, and fuch like. Thefc be 
not what we look for (faid they), we muft fee farther, 
and fo looked into Hurfl's chamber, where thev found 
the aforcfaid books. Then fir Ralph taking up theTef- 
8 B tament, 
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lament looked on it, and failed. His matter feeing 
that, f a id,Now,firRalph,whathav,e we here? Forfooth, 
faith he, a Teltament of Tindal's tranflation, plain ne- 
refy, and none worfe than it. Then faid he, all their 
Goods are loft to the queen, and their bodies to pnion, 
and wa< wonderfully hafty ; notwtthttanding, through 
the means of Mrs. Shakerley, he was content to (lay 

3 ''Then the prieft looked on the other book. What 
fay you to that, fir Ralph ? is that as bad as the other? 
Vo faid he, but it is not good that they Ihould have 
fuch Englifh books to look on, for this and fuch others 
may do much harm. Then he alked his mother where 
her eldcft fon was, and her daughter Alice. She an- 
fwered fhe could not tell ; they had not been with her 
a lone time. And he fwore by God's body, he would 
make her tell where they were, or he would lay her in 
Lancafter dungeon ; and yet he would have them not. 
withftanding too. To" be fhort, for fear, he had his 
brother ]. Hurll and his mother bound in an hundred 
pounds to bring the parties beforehim in fourteen days 
time and fo he departed, and the prieft put both the 
books in his bofom, and carried them away with hini. 
Then John Hurft v^ent after them, defiring that he 
might hive the book which the prieft found no fault 
with ; but he faid, they fhould anfwer to them both, 
and which foevcr was the better, neither was good, 
f As this pafled on, when the time was come that JefFery 
Hurft and his filler mould be examined, the juftice Tent 
for them betimes inthe morning, and had prepared a 
rr^U t o heain withal, afkinsi Terlery Hurft if he would 



mafs to begin withal, alking Jerlery Hurft 
firft go and fee his Maker, and then he would talk fur- 
ther with him. To whom JefFery anfwered and faid, 
Sir mv Maker is in heaven, and I am affured in going 
to your mafs I (hall find no edification thereby ; and 
therefore I pray you hold me exculed. 

Well, well, faid he, I perceive I fliall find you an 
heretic,' by God ; but I will go to mafs, and I will not 
lofe it for all your prattling.. Then he went into his 
chapel and when mafs was done he fent for them, and 
carried his prieft to read a fcroll unto them concerning 
the feven facraments ; and ever as he fpake of the body 
and blood of Chrift, he put off his cap, and faid, Lo, 
vou may fee, you will deny thefe things, and care not 
for your prince; but you fliall feel it before 1 have 
done with you, and all the faculty of you, with other 
talk mon-e between them, I know not what; but in tin 
end they were licenfed to depart under fureties to ap- 
pear again before him within three weeks, and then 
to go to Lancafter. However, in the mean time it fo 
pleafed God, that within four days of the day ap- 
pointed, it was noifed that the queen was dead, and 
within fourteen days after the faid Jeffery Hurft had his 
two books fent home, and nothing was faid.unto him. 

It followed after this that God's word began to take, 
place and the queen's vifitors came down into that 
country, who chofe four men in the parifh, to wit, 
Simon Smith, JefFery Hurft, Henry Brown, George 
Eccerflcy, which four were proteftants, to fee the 
queen's proceedings take place ; who according to 
their power did fo, notwithftanding it little prevailed; 
and therefore the faid Jeffery being forely grieved 
with the office, fell fick, in which ficknefs it pleafed 
God to call him, making a very godly end, God have 

th Now' to return to the aforefaid Thomas Lelond 
Vrain, he continued ftill in his office, did very feldorn 
come to the church, but faid he was aged, and might 
not labour, and there kept with him fir Ralph Parkin- 
fon, his prieft, who could (as it was faid) admimfter the 
communion unto the people, and fing mafs unto his 
matter: yes, and (as the fame reported) did a. prettier 
feat than all that, for he begat two children by a fer- 
vant in his houfe, his matter knowing itj and faying , 
nothing, for that he would not lofe his good mafs-prieft. 

Furthermore, this was rioted in the fame juftice Le- 
lond's behaviour at church time, he had a little dog 
which he would play with all fervice time, and the fame 
dog had a collar full of bells, fo that the noife of 
them molcfted and troubled others as well as himfclf, 



from hearing the fervice. Alfo it was obferved in the 
fame juftice, that as he fat in h^s chapel }at fervice 
time, his manner was oh a willow bark to knit knots, 
fpr that, he could not be fuffered to have his beads, 
and to put the fame upon a firing alfo. Witnefs 
' reof Edward Hurft, with others. 

Furthermore, as concerning Henry Brown, one of 
the four chofen men before-mentioned, this is alfo to 
be noted, that the faid Henry Brown, dwelling in the 
town of Pinnington, in the fame parifli, 1564, had a 
little boy,, who as he was playing in the town, one 
Glave's wife gave unto the boy a pair of beads made 
of wood for him to play withal, the little boy,~being 
glad thereof to have fuch a fine thing, werithome and 
Ihewed them to his father. His father feeing the 
beads took them and burnt them, and when he had 
fb done,, went forth and alked who had given unto his 
little; b6y that pair of beads. 
That I did, faid Glave's wife. 
Well; faid he, I have burnt them. 
Haft thou fo? faid fhe, and thruft him from her. 
They, fliall be the deareft heads that ever thou, faweft, 
and immedia tely went and complained unto the juftice, 
: how, Brown had burned her beads. 

At this the juftice was very angry;, and dire&ed his 
letter unto the conftables of the faid town, by his own 
hand fubferibed ;. the. title. of which fuperfcription on 
the backfide was this,/' To the conftables of Pinning- 
tqn give this." 

' This done, the conftables according to their charge 
brought him before the juftice at the time appointed ; 
and when the juftice came to talk with him, he was in 
fuch a heat, that he called him thief, and faid that he 
had robbed his neighbour in burning of her beads, 
and that there were rings and other jewels on them, 
and that he might as well have picked her purfc 5 
wherefore (faid he) I will lay thee in Lancafter dun- 
geon for this trick. 

Whilft they were thus talking* there came all his 
fervants about. them from. their work, faying, Is this, 
matter doftor Brown,, that will burn beads ? I pray 
you, fir, let u^haye.him here and preach: I will give 
you a quarter's wages, faith one; and I will give you, 
money, faith. another,, and he fhall be matter doaor, 
with much derifion and fcoffing at .this poor man. 

He hearing this, fpake. again boldly, and faid, Did 
you fend forme to.make.a laughing r ftock of.me? You. 
be in office, and, ought rather to come to. the. church, 
and fee fuch papiftry aboliflied yourfelf, than thus to. 
trouble me for doijig..my. duty : but I. tell you plainly, 
that you do not come to church as you ought to do, 
and therefore with more things than I have to charge 
you withal, I fay you do not well. When all this 
mirdemeanour by the juftice laid to his charge would 
not prevail, and alfo a. witnefs came in of the papiit 
who knew the beads, and. teftified that they were plain, 
and coft but a half-penny, he then went into his par- 
jour in a pafiion, and one matter Exberfton, a papiit, 
with him ; which Exberfton turned back, and faid, Is 
it you, Henry Brown, that maketh this ftir ? You are 
one of them that pulled down crofles in the church, 
and pulled down the. rood-follor, and all the faints ; 
you were belt now to go paint a black devil, and let 
him up and worfhip him, , for that will ferve well tor 
your religion. And thus, under furetyflup, he de- 
parted till July following, and. then he faid he mould 
go to Lancafter prifon, and fo he came away. 

The time drew on that he mould appear, but uoo. 
flayed the matter, and'in July as the aforefaid Thomas 
Lelond fat in his chair, talking with his friends, tie 
fell down fuddenly dead, not much moving anyjoint. 
and thus was.his end; from fuch God defend us. 



WILLIAM WOOD, ef Kent. 



7TLLIAM WOOD, baker, dwelling ™e 
county of Kent, was examined before Dr. 



W 1 county iycul, wax ^^M.u.ii.iw** r ~W t\ 
Kenall, chancellor of the diocefe of Rochelter, 
Chedfey, the mayor of Rochefter, and Mr. Kouiri- 
fon, the fcribe, on the 19th day of oaober, and m 
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the fecorid year of queen Mary, in 8t; Nitejio'laVchiirch 
in Rochefter. 

Scribe. William Wdod, y6u are prefent'ed becaufe 
you will , not come to the church, nor receive the 
. bleffed facrament of the Altar. How fay you? Have 
you received it, or have you not? 

Wood. I have not received it> nor' dare I receive 
it, as you minifter it. 

Kenall. Thou heretic, what is the caufe that thou 
haft not received the. bleffed facrament of the altar? 
And at this word they all put off their caps; and made 
low obeifance. 

Wood. There are three caufes that make my cori- 
fcierice afraid that I dare not receive it. The- firft, 
. Chrift did deliver it to his twelve apoftles and faid, 
Take, eat, and drink ye all of this, &c. and ye eat 
and drink up alone.' . The fecond caufe is ; you hold 
it to be worfhipped, contrary to God's command- 
ment, ThoU (halt not bow down nor worfhip. The 
third caufe is j you adminifter it-in a {{range tongue, 
contrary to St. Paul's do&rine, I would rather have 
five words with undeVftanding, than ten thoufand with 
tongues ; by reafon whereof the people be ignorant 
of the death of Chrift. 

Kenall. Thou heretic, wilt thou have any plainer 
words than thefe, " Take,' eat, tliis-is my body ?" Wilt 
thou deny the fcriptures ? 

Wood. I -will not deny the holy fcriptures, God 
forbidj but with my heart I do faithfully believe them: 
St. Paul faith j " God calleth thofe things that are not, 
as though they were :'* and Chrift faith, " I am a Vine: 
I am a door." St. Paul faith, "The rock is Chrift:" 
All which are figurative fpeeches, wherein one thing 
is fpokcn, and another thing is underftooch 

Robin/on. You make a very long talk of this mat- 
ter : learn, W ood, learn. 

'Kenall. Nay, thefe heretics will not learn: look 
Iiow this heretic glorieth in himfelf : thou fool, art 
thou wifer than the queen and her council, and all 
the learned men of this realm ? 

Wood. And pleafe you, Mr. Chancellor, I think 
you would be loth to have fuch glory, to have your 
life and goods taken away, and to be thus calledupon, 
as you rail upon me. But the fervant is not greater 
than his matter. And where y'ou do mock me, and 
fay that I am wifer than the queen and her council, 
St. Paul faith, " The wifdom of the wife of this world 
is foolifhnefs before God, and he that will be wife in 
this world, fhal! be accounted but a' fool." 

Kenall. Doft not thou believe that after thefe words 
fpoken by a prieft, Hoc ejl corpus meum, " this is my 
body ;" there remaineth no more bread and wine, but 
the very flefh and blood of Chrift, as he was born of 
the virgin Mary, really and fubftantially, in quantity 
and quality, as he did hang upon the crbfs ? 

Wood. I pray you, Mr. Chancellor, give me leavej 
for my learning, to alii you one queftion, and I will 
anfwer you after* 

Kenall. It is fome wife queftion, I warrant you. 
Wood: God fpake to the prophet Ezekiel, faying, 
" Thou fon of man, take a razor, and fhave off the 
hair of thy head, and take, one part and caft it into the 
air, take, the fecond part and put it into thy coat lap; 
and take the third part, and caft it into the fire : and 
this is Jerufalem." I pray you, Mr. Chancellor, 
was this hair that the prophet did caft into the fire, 
or was-it Jerufalem ? 

Kenall. It did fignify Jerufalem, 
Wood. Even fo this word of Chrift, « This is my 
body," is not to be underftood, that Chrift's carnal, 
natural and real body is in the fame, in quantity and 
quality as it was born of the virgin Mary, and as he 
was crucified on the crofs, is prefent or inclofed in the' 
facrament; but it doth fignify Chrift's body, as St. 
Paul faith, " So often as ye eat of this bread, and 
drink of this clip, you fhall fliew' forth the Lord's 
death till he come." What fhould the apoftle mean' 
by this word, " Till he come," if he were here 
carnally, naturally, corporally, and really, in the 
&me quantity and quality as he was- born of the 



virgin Mary; arid as he did hang on the crofs, as you 
fay ? But St. Paul faith, " You fhall (hew the Lord's 
death till he come." This doth argue, that he is not 
here as you Would have us to believe. 

Chedfey. I will prove that Chrift is here prefent 
under the form of bread; but not in quantity and 
quality. 

Kenall. Yes he is here prefent in quantity and 
quality. 

Chedfey. He is here prefent under a form, and not 
in quantity and quality. 
Yes, faid Kenall. 
No, faid Chedfey- 

I will prove the contrary, faid Chedfey. 

And thefe two doctors were fo eariieft in this matter, 
the one to affirm, the other to deny, contending fo 
fiercely one with the other, that they foamed at the 
mouth, and one was ready to fpit in another's face, fo 
that in great fury and rage the two doaors rofe up from 
the judgment feat, and Dr. Kenall departed out of the 
church in great rage and fury immediately. 

Wood. Behold, good people, they would have us 
to believe, that Chrift-'is naturally, really, in quantity 
and quality, prefent in the facrament, and yet they 
cannot tell themfelves. nor agree within themfelves 
how he is there. 

At thefe words the people made a great fhout, and 
the mayor flood up and commanded the people to be 
quiet, and to keep filence. And the God that did 
deliver St. Paul out of the hands of the high priefts, 
by the contention that was between the pharifees and 
fadduces, did even fo deliver me at that time out of 
the mouths of the bloody papifts, by means of the con- 
tention of thefe two doctors. Bleffed be the name oF 
the Lord, who hath promifed to lay no more upon his 
people than he will enable them to bear, and in the 
midft of temptation can make a way for them (how, and 
when it pleafeth him) toefcape out of all dangers. 

Many other like examples of God's helping hand 
have been declared upon his elect faints and chil- 
dren, a remarkable inltance of which may be feen in 
Simon Grineeus, mentioned in the commentary of 
Melanahon, in his own words as : followe'th. 



The Hiftoryo/- SIMON GRIN^EUS, colletlcd out of 
Melanfthon'5 Commentaries upon the tenth Chapter of 



WHEN I was (faith he) at the affembly holden at 
Spire, in the year of our Lord 1539, by chance 
Simon Grinasus came thither unto me from the univer- 
fity of Heidelberg, where he heard Faber, the bifhop 
of Vienna, in a. fermon, defend and maintain many 
deteftable errors. When the fermon was done, he 
followed Faber out of the church, and faluted him 
reverently, telling bini that he had fomething to fay 
to him : the bifhop was willing to talk with him. 

Then Grinajus faid unto him, that he was very forry 
that a man of fuch learning andauthority fhould openly 
maintain fuch errors as were both contumelious againft 
God, and alfo> might be refuted by the manifeft tefti- 
monies of the fcriptures. Ireneus writeth, (faith he) 
that Polycarpus was wont to flop his ears whenfoever 
he heard any erroneous and wicked do&rine. With 
what mind then (think you) would Polycarpus have 
heard ybii argue arid reafon what is it that' the moufe 
eateth, when he gnaweth the confecrated h'oft ? Who 
would not bewail fuch ignorance and blindnefsof the 
church ? With this the bifhop broke off his talk, and 
afked his name. This man, diffembling nothing, 
gently'told him that his name was Grinasus. 

This bifhop, as many well know, was alfo timorous 
and. fearful in the company of learned men. Where- 
fore he. fearing the learning, eloquence, .and fervent 
zeal of Grina2us,efpecially in fuch a matter as this was, 
fained as though he had been fent for by the king, . 
and that he had no leifure now to reafon upon this 
matter 
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matter. He pretended that he was very defirous of 
acquaintance and longer talk with Grinaeus, intreating 
him, that, both for his own private caufe, and alfo for 
the commonwealth, he would come again the next day 
unto him, and fo mewed him his lodging, and appoint- 
ed him ah hour when he mould come. Grinseus, think- 
ing that he had Tpoken unfeignedly, promifed fo to do. 

When he was departed from the bifhop, he immedi- 
ately came to us, and was fcarcely fat at the table 
(for it was fupper-time) reciting part of the talk he 
had with the bifhop unto me, and others there prefent, 
when, fitting with my company, I was fuddenly called 
out of the parlour by a certain ancient fatherly man, 
who fhewing a Angular gravity in his countenance, 
words, and behaviour, fpake unto me, and faid, that 
the ferjeants would by and by come unto our lodging, 
being Tent by the king's command, to carry Grinaeus 
to prifon, whom the bifhop had accufed to the king ; 
commanding that Grinasus fhould immediately depart 
out of the town ; and exhorting me, 'that we fhould in 
no cafe delay the time : and fo bidding me farewel, 
departed. But what old man this. was, 1 neither knew 
then, nor ever after could underftand. I returning 
again to my company, bade them arife, and told them 
what the old man had faid unto me. 

By and by; we taking Grinaeus in the midft of us, 
carried him through the ftreet to the river Rhene; and 
after we had flayed upon the hither bank awhile, until 
Grinxus with his companion were carried over in a 
fmall boat, returning again to our lodging, we under- 
ftood that the ferjeants had been there, when we were 
but a little way gone out of the houfe. Now in what 
, danger Grinxus would have been, if he had been car r 
ried to prifon by thjs cruelty of the bifhop, every man 
eafily may eonje&ure : wherefore we judged that that 
moft cruel intent and purpofe of his was difappointed 
by Qod's merciful providence. And as I cannot fay 
what old man it was that gave me that warning, even 
fo likewife the ferjeants made fuch quick fpeed, that, 
except Grineeus had been covered and defended by 
angels, through the marvellous providence of God> 
he could never have efcaped. 

Concerning the truth of this matter, there are many 
good men yet alive who know the fame, and alfo were 
prefent when this circumftance happened. Therefore 
let- us give thanks unto God, who hath given us his 
angels to be our keepers and defenders, whereby with 
more quiet minds we may fulfil and do the office of 
our vocation. 

. With fuch like examples of God's mighty and r 
ciful cuftody, the church of Chrift in all ages abounds, 
as by manifold experience appears, as well among the 
Germans, as in other places and ages: but in no 
place more, nor at any time more plentiful, than in 
the perfecuting time of queen Mary, in this realm of 
England, as partly hath been already fhewn, and will 
hereunto be added. 



. The Lady Catherine, Duchefs of Suffolk. 

STEPHEN GARDINER, bifhop of Winchefter, 
furrnifing the lady Catherine, baronefsof Willough- 
by and Erefby, and duchefs dowager of Suffolk, to be 
one of his ancient enemies, becaufe he knew he had 
deferved no better of her, devifed, in the holy time 
of the firft Lent in queen Mary's reign, a holy practice 
of rev enge, firft, by touching her in the perfon of her 
hufband, Richard Berty, efquire, for whom he fent an 
attachment (having the great feal at his devotion) f " 
the fheriffof Lincolnfhire, with a fpecial letter, co 
manding moft flriaiy the fame fheriff to attach the 
faid Richard immediately, and without bail to brinj 
him up to London to his Lordfhip. Mr. Berty b( , r 
clear in confeience, and free from offence toward 
the queen,' could not conjefture any caufe of this 
ftrange procefs, unlefs it were fomc quarrel for reli- 
gion, which he thought could not be fo fore as the 
procefs pretended. 



The fheriff,, nptwithftanding the commandment, ad- 
ventured only to take a bond of Mr. Berty, with two i 
fureties, in a thoiifand pounds^ for his appearance. be- 
fore the bifhop on Good-Friday following ; at which 
day Mr. Berty appeared, the bi,fhop then being at his 
houfe by St.^VIary Overy's. Of whofe pretence when 
the bifhop unde.rfto.od by a gentleman of his chamber 
he came out of his gallery into his dining-chamber in* 
great rage, -where he found a crowd of fuitors, faying 
he would pot that day hear any, but came forth only 
to know of Mr. Berty, how he, being, a fubjeft, durlt 
fo arrogantly fet at light two former proceffes of the 
queen. ... 

Mr. Berty anfwered, that notwithftanding my lord^s 
>rds might feern to the reft fomcwhat fharp towards 
him, yet he received great comfort of them. For 
whereas he before thought it extremely hard to be at- 
tached, having ufed no obftinacy or contumacy, now 
he gathered of thofe words, that my lord meant not 
otherwife but to . have ufed fome ordinary procefs : 
none, however, came to his hands- 
Yea, marry, faid the bifhop, I have fent you two 
fubpeenas to appear immediately, and. I. am fure.you 
received them, for I committed the tmft of them to no 
worfe a man than Mr. Solicitor; and I fhall make you 
an example to all Lincolnfhire for your obftinacy. 

Mr. Berty denying the receipt of any fubpeena, 
humbly prayed his lordlhip to fufpend hisdifplcafure 
and the punifhment till he had good trial thereof, and 
then, if it pleafe him, to double the pain for the fault, 
if any were. 

Well, faid the bifhop, I have appointed m'yfclf tins 
day (according to the holinefs of the fame for devo- 
tion, and 1 will not further trouble myfelf with you; 
but I injoin you in a thoufand pounds not to depart 
without leave, and to be here,again to-morrow at feven 
of the clock. M.x, Berty came at the time appointed, 
at which time the bifhop had r wit-h him Mr. Serjeant 
Stampford, to whom he moved certain questions of 
the faid Mr. Berty, becaufe Mr. Serjeant was towards 
the lord Wriothfley,, late earl of Southampton, and 
chancellor of England, with whom the faid Mr. Berty 
was brought up. Mr. Serjeant gave a very friendly 
account of Mr. Berty, of his own knowledge, for the 
time of their converfation together. Whereupon the 
bifhop caufed Mr. Berty to be brought in, and firft 
making a falfe train (as God would, without fire) be- 
fore he would defcend to the quarrel of religion, he 
firft affaulted him in this manner. 

Biftiop of Winchefter. The queen's pleafure is, that 
you fhall make prefent payment of 4C00 pounds, due 
to her father by duke Charles, late hufband to the 
duchefs your wife, whofe executor fhe was. 

Berty. Pleafeth it your lordlhip, that debt is in- 
ftalled, and is, according to that inftalment, truly 
anfwered. 

Bijhop. Tufh, the queen will 'not be bound to 
inftalmcnts in the time of Rett's government: for fq 
I eftcem the late government. 

Berty. The inftalment was appointed by king Henry 
the Eighth ; befides, the fame was, by fpecial com- 
miffioners, confirmed in king Edward's time 5 and , 
the lord treafurer being an executor alfo to the duke 
Charles, folely and wholly, took upon him, before the 
faid commiffioners, to di (charge the fame. 

Bifhop: If it be true that youfay, I will fhew you fa- 
vour. But of another thing,' Mh Berty, I will admonifii 
you, as meaning you well. I hear of your evil religion, 
yet I can hardly think evil of you, whofe mother I 
know to be as godly a catholic as any within this land ; 
yourfclf brought up with a mafter, whofu education, if 
I fhould difallpw, I might be charged as author of his 
error. Befides, partly I know you myfelf, and under- 
ftand of my friends enough to make me your friend : 
wherefore I will not doubt of you; but I pray you, if I 
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as ready to fet up the mafs, as fhe was lately to pull U 
down, when fhe caufed, in her progrefs, a dog to be 
carried in a rochet, and called by my name ? or doth 
fhe think her lambs now fafe enough, who faid to me, 
• when 
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when I : Vailed my bonnet to' her duF6f my 'chamber 
window in the Tower, Thaf it was merry with the 
lambs, how the wolf wai fliut ttp ? Another time, 'my 
lord, heir hufband; having invited me and divers ladies . 
to dinner, defired every lady to chufe him whom fhe 
loved beft, atid fo place themfelves: my lady, your 
wife, taking me by the hand, for my lord Would not 
have.her to take himfelf, faid, That, fbrafmuch as me 
could not fit down with my lord, whom fhe loved beft, 
flie had chofen him whom {he loved worft. 

Of the device of the dbg, quoth Mr. Berty, flie was ( 
neither the author nor the allower. The words, though 
in thatfeafon they founded bitter to your lordfhip/yet 
if it would pleafe yoii, withou toffence, to know the caufe, 
I am fure the '6ne will clear the other. As touching 
fetting up of mafs, which flie learned, not only by 
ftrong perfuafions of divers excellent learned men, but 
by uhiVerfal confent and order, thefe fix years paft, in- 
wardly to abhor, if flie fhould outwardly allow, fhe 
fhould both to Chrift fhew herfelf a falfe chriftian, and 
to her prince a mafquing fubjeft. You know, my lord, 
one by judgment reformed, is more worth than a thou- 
fand transformed temporifers. To force a confeffion 
of religion by mouth, contrary to that in the heart, 
worketh damnation where falvation is pretended. 

Yea, marry, quoth the bifhop, that deliberation 
would do well if fhe were required to come from an 
old religion to a new : but now fhe is to return from 
a new to an ancient religion ; wherein, when fhe 
made me her goffip, fhe was as earneft as any. 

For that, my lord, (faid Mr. Berty) not tong fince 
fhe anfwered a friend of her's, uftng your lordfhip's 
fpeech, That religion went not by age, but by truth: 
and therefore flie was to be turned by perfuafion, and 
not by commandment. 

1 pray you, (quoth the bifhop) think' you it poffible 
to perfuade her ? . ' ' ; 

Yea verily (faid Mr. Berty) with the truth : for fhe 
is reafonable enough. 

The bifhop, in reply to this, faid, It will be a mar- 
vellous grief/to the prince of Spain, and to all the no- 
bility that fhall come with him, when they fhall find 
but two noble perfonages of the Spanifh race within 
this land, the queen and niy lady your wife, and one 
of them gone from the faith. 

Mr; Berty anfwered, that he trufted they fhould 
find no fruits of infidelity in her. 

Thebifhop then perfuaded Mr. Berty to labour ear- 
nestly for the reformation of her opinion, and offering 
large friendfhtp, releafed him of his bond from further 
appearance. 

The duchefs arid her hufband, from the daily ac- 
counts which they received from their friends, under- 
ftanding that the bifhop meant to call her to an account 
of her faith, whereby extremity might follow, devifed 
how they might pafs the. Teas by the queen's licence. 
Mr.Berty had a ready means; for there remained great 
fums 6f money due to fhe old duke of Suffolk (one of 
whbfe executors the duchefs was) beyond the feas, 
the emperor himfelf being one of thofe debtors. 

Mr. Berty communicated this his purpofed fuit for 
. licence to pafs the feas, and the caufe, to thebifhop, 
addihg, that he took this to be the moft proper time to 
deal with the emperor, by reafon of likelihood of mar- 
riage between the queen and his fon. 

I like your device well, faid the bifhop, but I think 
it better that you tarry the prince's coming, and I 
will procure you his letters alfo to his father. 

Nay, faid Mr. Berty,; under your lordfhip's correc- 
tion,, and pardon for fo liberal fpeech, 1 fuppofe the 
time Will then be lefs convenient ; for when the mar- 
riage is confumm'ated, the emperor hath his defire, 
but till then he" willrefufe nothing to win credit with us. 

"By St. Mary, faid the bifhop, fmiling, you guefs 
fhrewdly. Well, proceed in your fuit to the queen, 
and it fhall hot lack my helping hand. 

Mr. Berty found fo good fuccefs, that he obtained 
the queen's licence, not only to pafs the feas, but to 
pafs and Tepafs them as often as he fhould think proper^ 
till he had finifhed his bufioefs beyond the feas. - He 
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accordingly embarked at Dover,.about tlie.b.eginningof 
J une; in the 'firft year of her reign, leaving the dufchefs 
behind, ; who-, by agreement with her hufband, followed^ 
taking barge at Lion-key, very early in the morning of 
the firft ofjfanuary enfuing, not without fome danger'. 

'None of the p'erfons who accompanied her, except 
Mr. Robert Cranwell, an old gentleman, whom Mri 
Berty had provided for that purpofe, were made privy 
to her departure till the inftant. She took her daughter 
with her, an infant of one year old, and the meaneft of 
her fervants, for fhe imagined the beft would not- ad- 
venture that fortune with her. They were in number 
four men, one a Greek born, who was a rider of hprfes, 
another a joiner, the third a brewer, the fourth a fool 4 
a kitchen-maid, a gentlewoman; and a laundrefs. 

As flie departed her houfe called the Barbican, be- 
tween four and five o'clock in the morning, with her 
company and baggage, one Atkinfon, a herald, keeper 
of her houfe, hearing a noife, rofe and came out with a 
torch in his hand, as fhe was going out of the gate ; 
wherewith being amazed, fh<5 was forced to leave a 
mail with neceffaries for her young daughter, and a 
milk-pot with milk, in the fame gate-houfe, command- 
ing all her fervants to haften forward to Lion-key : 
and taking with her only the two women and her child; 
as foon as fhe was clear of her own houfe, perceiving 
the herald to follow, fhe ftept into the Charter-houfe 
juft by. The herald coming out of the duchefs's 
houfe, and feeing nobody Sirring, nor aflured (though! 
by the mail fufpefting) that fhe was departed, returned 
in; and while he was fearching the parcels left in the" 
mail, the duchefs iffued into the ftreets, and pro-* 
ceeded on her journey, fhe knowing the place only by 
name where fhe fliould take her boat,- but not the 
way thither, nor any that was with her. Likewife' 
her fervants having divided themfelves, none but one 
knew the way to the faid Lion-key. 

So flie appeared like a. mean merchant's wife, -zni 
the reft like mean fervants, walking in the ftreets un-> 
known, fhe took the way that leads to Finfbury field* 
and the others walked the city ftreets as they lay open 
before them, till by chance, more than discretion, they 
met all fuddenly together a little within Moregate, 
from whence they pafleddire&ly to Lion-key.and there 
took barge in a morning, fo mifty, that the fteer's-man 
was loth to launch out, but that they urged him. So 
foon as the day permitted, . the council was informed 
of her departure, and fome of them came forthwith tp „ 
her houfe to inquire of the manner thereof, and to'ok, 
an inventory of her goods, befides further order de- 
vifed for fearch and watch to apprehend and ftay her. 

The fame of her departure reached Leigh, a town 
at the Land's End, before her approaching thither. 
By Leigh dwelt one Gofling, a merchant of London, 
an old acquaintance of Cranwell's, whither the faid 
Granwell brought the duchefs, naming her Mrs. White, 
the daughter- of Mr. Gofling, for fuch a daughter he 
had who never was in that country. She there repofed 
herfelf, and made new garments for her daughter, hav- 
ing loft her own in the mail at Barbican. 

When the time came that fhe fhould take fhip, being 
conftrained that night to lie at an inn in Leigh, (where 
fhe was again almoft betrayed) yet notwithftanding by 
God's good- working fhe efcaped that hazard; at length, 
as fhe tide and wind ferved; they went aboard, and car- 
ried twice into the feas, almoft into the coaft ofZealand, 
by contrary wind were driven to the place from, whence 
they came; and at the laftr recoil, certain perfons came 
to the fhore, fufpe&ihg fhe was within that fhip; yet 
having examined one of her company that was on fhore 
for- frefh provifion, and finding by the fjmplicity of 
his tale only the appearance of a mean merchant's wife 
to be on fhip-board, he ceafed to fearch any further. 

To be-fhort, fo foon as the duchefs had landed in 
Brabant, fhe and her women were apparelled like the 
women of the Netherlands with hooks ; and fo fhe and 
her hufband , took their journey towards Cleveland, 
and being arrived at a town called Santon, took a 
houfe there, until they might further dfvife of fome 
fure place where to fettle themfelves. 
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About five miles from Santon, is a free town called 
Wefell, under the faid Duke of Cleve's dominion, 
and one of the Hans-towns, privileged with the com- 
pany oF the Steel-yard, in London, whither divers 
Walloons were tied For religion, and had for their 
miniftcr one Francis Perufell, then called Francis dc 
Rivers, who had recpived fomc courtefy in England 
at the duchefs's hands. Mr. Berty being yet at San- 
ton, prattifed with him to obtain a protection from 
the maturates for his, and his wife's abode at 
Wefell ; which was the fooncr procured, becaufe the 
Hate of the duchefs was not difcovered, but only to 
the chief magiftrate, earncftly bent to fhew them 
plea Cure, while this protection was in feeking. 

In the mean while at the town of Sanfon was a mut- 
tering, that the duchefs and her hufband were greater 
perfonages then they gave themfclves forth : and the 
inagiftrates not very well inclined to religion, the bifhop 
of Anas alio being dean of the great miniftcr, orders 
were taken that the duchefs and her hufband fhould be 
examined of their condition and religion upon a fudden. 
Which beingdifcovered by a gentleman of that country 
to Mr. Berty, he without delay taking no more than 
the duchefs,' her daughter, and two others with them, 
as though he meant no more than to take the air, about 
three o'clock in the afternoon in February, on foot, 
without hiring either horfe or waggon, for fear of dif- 
cloling his purpofe, meanf privately that night to get 
to Wefell, leaving the reft of his family at Santon. 

After they had travelled one Englifh mile from the 
town, there fell a mighty rain of continuance, whereby 
a long froft and ice before congealed, was thawed, which 
doubled more the wearinefs of thofe new lacquies. But 
being now on the way, and overtaken with the night, 
they fent their two fervants (which only went with them) 
to a village as they patted, to hire a car for their eafc, 
but none could be hired. In the mean time Mr. Berty 
was forced to carry the child, and the duchefs his cloak 
and rapier. At l'aft between fix and (even o'clock of 
a dark night, they came to Wefell, and repairing to the 
inns for lodging, and fomc repofe, after fuch a painful 
journey, found hard entertainment; for going from inn 
to inn, offering large fums of money for a fmall lodg- 
ing, thev were refufed by all the inn-holders, fufpett- 
ing Mr. 'Berty to be a launce-knight, and the duchefs 
to be his woman. The child for cold and fuftenance 
cried pitifully, the mother wept as faft, and the hea- 
vens rained as fail as the clouds could pour. 

Mr. Berty, deftitute of all other fuccour of hofpi- 
talitv, refolved to bring the duchefs to the porch of 
the great church in the town, and fo to buy coals, 
viduals, and ftraw for their miferable repofe there 
that night, or at leaft till by God's help he might 
provide her better lodging. Mr. Berty at that time 
underltood not much Dutch, and by bad weather and 
late feal'on of the night, he could not happen upon 
•any that could fpeak Englifh, French, Italian, or 
Latin, till at laft going towards the church-porch, he 
heard two ftriplings. talking Latin, to whom he ap- 
proached, and offered them two ftivers to bring him 
to fome Walloon's houfe. 

By thefe boys, and God's good conduct, he chanced 
at the firft upon the houfe where Mr. Perufelt fupped 
that night, who had procured them the protection of 
the magiftrates of that town. At the firft knock, the 
good man of the houfe himfclf came to the door, and 
opening it, afked Mr. Berty who he was. Mr. Ber- 
tv faid, an Englifhman, that fought for one Mr. Pe- 
rufell's houfe. The Walloon defired Mr. Berty to 
ftay a while, then went back, and told Mr. Perufell, 
that the fame Englifh gentleman, of whom he had 
talked at fupper-time, had fent by likelihood- his fer- 
vant to fpeak with him. Whereupon Mr. Perufell 
came to the door, and beholding Mr. Berty, the du- 
chefs, c-uid their child, their faces, apparel, and bodies 
fo far from their old form, deformed with dirt, weather, 
and heavinefs, could not fpeak to them, nor they to 
him for tears. At length recovering themfclves, they 
faluted one another, and fo together entered the houfe, 
<J,j,\ knoweth full joyfully ; Mr. Berty changing his 



apparel ; with the, good man, the duchefs with the good 
wife, and their child with the child of the houfe. 

Within a few days after, by Mr. Perufcll's means 
they hired a very fair houfe in the town, and did not 
delay to fhew themfclves what they were', in fuch 
good fort as their prefent condition permitted. It 
was by this time through the whole town, what dif- 
courtefy the inn-holders bad fhewed unto them at 
their entry, infonruch that on the Sunday following, 
a preacher in the pulpit openly in fharp terms rebuked 
that great incivility toward ftrangers, by allegation of 
fundry places out of the holy fcriptures, difcourling 
how not only princes fometimes are received in the 
image of private perfons, but angels in the fhape of 
men, and that God of his juftice would make them 
ftrangers one day in another land, to have more fenfe 
of the afflicted heart of a ftranger. 

The time thus palling forth, as they thought them- 
fclves thus happily fettled, fuddenly a watch-word 
came from fir John Mafon, then queen Mary's am- 
halfador in the Netherlands, that my lord Paget had 
feigned an errand to the baths that way : and whereas 
the duke of Brunfwick was fhortly with ten enfigns tq 
pal's by Wefell for the fervice of the houfe of Aultria 
againft. the French king, the faid duchefs and her huf- 
band fhould be with the fame company intercepted. 

Wherefore to prevent the cruelty of thefe enemies, 
Mr. Berty with his -wife and child departed to a place 
called Wineheim, under the Palfgrave's dominion; 
where under his protection they continued till their 
neceffaries began to fail them, and they, almoft fainting 
under fo heavy a burden, began to fail of hope. 

At which time, in the mid ft of their defpair, there 
came fuddenly to them, letters from the Palatine of 
Vilva, that the'feing of Poland was informed of their 
hard eftate by a baron, named Joannes Alafco, that was 
fometime in England, offering them great courtefy. 
Thisprovilion unlooked for.greatly revived theirheavy 
fpirits. Yet confidcring they fhould remove from many 
of their countrymen and acquaintance, to a place fo 
Far diftant, a country not frequented by the Englilh, 
and perhaps upon their arrival not finding what they 
looked for, the end of their journey fhould be worfe 
than the beginning, they advifed thereupon with one 
Mr. Carloe, late bifhop of Chichefter, that if he would 
vouchfafe to take fome pains therein, they would make 
him a fellow of that journey. So finding him agree- 
able, they fent with him letters of thanks to the king 
and Palatine.and alfo a few principal jewels (which only 
they had left of many), to folicit for them, that the king 
would vouchfafe under his fcal, to allure them of the 
thing which he fo honourably by letters had offered. 

That favour, by the forwardnefs of the Palatine, 
was as foon granted as uttered. Upon which affurance 
the faid duchefs and her hufband, with their family, 
began their journey in April, 1557, from the caftle of 
Wineheim, where they before lay, towards Frankfort. 
In which their journey, it were too long here to de- 
fcribe what dangers fell by the way, upon them and 
their whole company, by reafon of the Landgrave's 
captain, who, under a quarrel pretended for a fpa- 
niel of Mr. Berry's, fet upon them in the highway 
with his horfemen, thrufting their boar-fpears through 
the waggon where the women and children were, Mr. 
Berty having but four horfemen along with him. In 
which fcuSle it happened that the captain's horfe was 
{lain under him. 

Whereupon a rumour was fpread immediately 
through the s towns and villages about, that the Land- 
grave's captain, fhould be flain by certain Walloons, 
which exafperated the countrymen the more fiercely 
againft Mr. Berty, as afterwards it proved. For being 
motioned by bis wife to fave himfelf by the fwiftriefsof 
his horfe, and to reach fome townthereby for his refcue, 
he fodoing.wasin worfe cafe than before: forthetownf- 
meu and the captain's brotber,fuppofingnolefsbutthat 
the captain had been flain, pr.eflcd fo eagerly upon 
him, that he had been there taken and murdered among 
them, had not he (as God would have it) efpied a 
ladder leaning to a window, by which he got into the 
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houfe, arid went up into the garret 4 where, with his 
dagger and rapier he defended himfelf for a time : but 
at length the burgh r mafter coming thither with ano- 
ther magistrate, who could fpeak Latin/he was advifed 
•to fubmit himfelf to the order of the law. Mr. Berty 
knowing himfelf to be clear, and the captain to be 
alive, was the more bold to fubmit himfelf to the 
judgment of the law, upon condition that the magi- 
itratc would receive him upon fafe conduft, and de- 
fend him from the rage of the multitude. Which 
being :promi fed, he willingly delivered up his Weapons, 
and peaceably furrendered himfelf into the hands of 
the magiftrates, and fo was committed to fafe cuftody 
till the truth of his caufe could be tried. 

Then Mr. Berty wrote a letter to the Landgrave, 
and another to the earl of Erbagh, dwelling about 
eight miles off, who came early in the morning to 
the town, where the duchefs was brought with her 
waggon, Mr. Berty alfo being in the fame town under 

The earl, who had fome intelligence before of the 
duchefs, after he had come and had fhewn her fuch 
cotirtefy as he thought belonged to her eftate and 
dignity, the townfmen perceiving the earl behave 
himfelf fo humbly to her, began to confider more of 
the matter, and further underftanding the captain to 
be alive, both they and the authors of this ftir, drew 
in their horns, fllrunk away, and made all the friends 
they could to Mr. Berty and his lady, befeeching them 
not to report their doings after the worft manner. 

And thus Mr. Berty and his wife, efcaping that 
danger, proceeded in their journey toward Poland, 
where in conclufion they were quietly entertained by 
the king, and placed honourably in the earldom of 
the faid king of the Poles, in Sanogelia, called Cro- • 
zah, where Mr. Berty with the duchefs, having the 
king's abfolute power of government over the faid 
earldom, continued in honour, peace and plenty, till 
die death of queen Mary. 

THOMAS HORTON, Miniften 

"THOMAS HORTON ufed often to travel be<- 
JL twee n Germany and England, for the benefit 
and fiiftenance of the poor Englifli exiles there: fo he 
journeying on a time between Maeftricht And Cologti, 
chanced to be taken by certain rovers, and fo being 
led by them away, was in no little danger': and yet 
this danger of his was not fo great, but the prefent 
help of the Lord was greater to aid and deliver hirb 
out of the fame. 

THOMAS SPRAT, o/Kent, Tanner. 

HE had been fome time a fervant to one juftice 
Brent, a heavy perfecutdr, and therefore for- 
faking his mailer for religion's fake, he went to Calais, 
(accompanied by one William Porrege, who was after- 
Wards a minifter) from whence they ufed often for their 
neceffary affairs to have recOurfe to England. 

In the fourth year of tjueen Mary they landed at 
Dover, and taking their journey together towards 
Sandwich, fuddenly upon the way, three miles from 
Dover, they happened to meet juftice Brent, the two 
Blachendens, and other gentlcrrten with their fervants, 
to the number of ten or twelve horfes. One of the 
Blachendens happened to know Williairt Porrege, the 
other had only heard of his name. ' . 

Sprat firft efpying his mafter BrCnt, was much fur- 
prifed, faying to his companion, yonder is Mr. Brent, 
God have mercy upon us. Well, quoth Porrege, 
feeing now there is no remedy, let us go on our way. 
And fo thinking to pafs by them, they kept themfelves 
at a diftance, Sprat alfo fljadoWirfg his face with his 
cloak. . 

One of Mr. Brent's fervants knowing Sprat, called 
out to his mafter, faying, Yonder is Thomas Sprat ; 
at which words they all ftopt their horfes, and called 
for Thomas Sprat to come to them. They call you, faid 
William Porrege ; now there is no remedy, but we are 



taken: and fo 'would have perfuaded him to go to 
them being called, for that there was no efcaping from 
fo many horfemen in thofe plains and downs, where 
was no wood near them by a. mile, and but one hedge, 
about a ftone's throw off. All this notwithstanding. 
Sprat ftaid, and would not go. Then they called again, 
fitting ftill on horfeback. Ah, firrah, quoth the julticc, 
why come you not hither? And ftill his companion 
moved him to go, feeing there was no hope of getting 
away. Nay, faid Sprat, I will not go to them ; and 
therewith took to his legs, running to the hedge that 
was next him. They feeing that, fet fpurs to their 
horfes, thinking it impoflible for him to efcape their 
hands. When he got to the hedge, (crambling through 
the bufhes, they were at his heels, and {truck at him 
with their fwords, one of the Blachendens (both of 
them haters of God's word) cruelly crvin?, Cut one of 
his legs off. 

He had no fooner got through the hedge, but one of 
juftice Brent's fervants (a fellow that had fome time 
been his fellow-fervant) followed him on foot : the reft 
rode up the other fide of the hedge to meet him at the 
end. 

While they were following Sprat, only one remained 
with William Porrege (which was one of the Blachen- 
dens, but not he that knew him), who began fo queftioii 
him, not afking what was his name (as God would have 
it) for then he had been known and taken : but from 
whence he came, and how he got into Sprat's company, 
and whither he M'as going : he anfwered, that he came 
from Calais, and Sprat came over with hiin in the paf- 
fagc-boat, and they were both going to Sandwich : and 
fo without any more queftions he let him depart. But 
to return. 

As Sprat was purfued on the one fide of the hedge by 
his old fellow-fervant in his boots, and on the other fide 
by horfemen, his fellow-fervant cried out, You had as 
good tarry : for we will have you, we will have you : 
yet notwithstanding he ftill kept his courfe till he came 
to a ft'ee'p down-hill at the end of the' hedge, down 
which he ran from them, for the horfemen could not fol- 
low him without fetching a great compafs about. After 
he had ran almofta mile he got into a wood, but by that 
tirhe'they were juft behind him : but night coming on, 
and it beginning to' rain, they purfued, him no further. 
Arid thus by the providence of God they both got clear. 

Not long after this, one of the two cruel Blachen- 
dens was murdered by his own fervant. 

JOHN CORNET. 

THIS young than was apprentice to a muficiah at 
Colchefter, and being fent by his mafter to a wed- 
ding ' (in the fecond year of queen Mary), in a town 
hard by, called Rough-hedge, was requefted by a com- 
pany there of good men (the conftables being prefent), 
to fing fome fongs of the fcripture : he happeticd to fihg 
a fbrig, called, News out of London, which tended a- 
gairift the riiafs.and agaiaft thequeen'smif.proceedings. 

Whereiipon the next day he was accufed by the par- 
fon of Rough-hedge, called Yackfiey, and committed, 
firft to the conftable, where his mafter gave him over, 
and his mother forfook and curfed him. From thence 
he was fent to Juftice Cannall, and then to the earl of 
Oxford, where he was firft put in irons and chains, 
and after that fo manacled, that the blood fpirted out 
of his finger's ends, becaufe he would not confefs the 
names of thofe who allured him to fing. After that, he 
was fent again to Rough-hedge, and there whipped till 
the blood followed, and banifhed the town for ever. 

THOMAS BRYCE. 

TTE being in the houfe of John Seal, in the parifh 
JLjL of Horting, the bailiff and other neighbours were 
fent by fir John Baker, to fearch for, and apprehend 
him, and though they perfectly knew his fta'ture and 
the colour of his garments, yet then they had no power 
to know him, though he Rood before their faces. So 
miraculoufly did the Almighty dazzle their eyes, that 
they 



684 'ihe NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. [Q.Mary. A.D. 1558. 



thfey afk.-d for him, and looked on him, yet notwith- 
iiauding he quietly took his bag of books,, and de- 
parted out of the houfe without any hand laid upon 
him. . . . ■ • 

Alio another time, about the fecond year of queen 
Mary, the faid Thomas Brycc, with John Bryce, his 
elder brother, coming then from Wefe'll, meeting toge- 
ther at their father's houfe, as they travelled towards 
London, to give warning to one Springfield there, 
which elfe was like to be taken unawares by his ene- 
mies waiting for him upon Gad's-hill, fell into com- 
pany with a promoter, who dogged and followed them 
again to Gravefend, into the town, and laid the houfe 
for them where they were, all the way they fhould go 
to the water's lidc, fo that it had not been poffible for 
them to have avoided the prefent danger of thofe 
pcrl'ecu tors, had not God's provident care otherwife 
difpofed for his fervants, through the oftler of the inn, 
w ho conveyed them under cover by a fecret paffage ; 
whereby they took barge a mile out of town, and fo 
in the end both the lives of them, and alfo Springfield, 
were preferred, through God's gracious protection. , 

GERTRUDE CROKHAY. 

ERTRUDK CROKHAY, dwelling in St. Cathe- 
y ri nc's, by the Tower of London, and being then 
in her hatband's houfe, it happened in the year 1556, 
that the pope's childifh Saint Nicholas went about the 
parifh. Which fhe underftaiuling, (but her door againft 
him, not fullering him to enter into the houfe. 

Then doctor Mallet hearing tbereof, and being then 
mailer of the faid St. Catherine's, the next day came 
to her with twenty at his tail, thinking belike to 
affright her, and afked why flic would not the night 
before let in St. Nicholas, and receive his bleffing, &c. 
To whom (lie anfwered thus: Sir, I know not that St. 
Nicholas came hither. Yes, quoth Mallet, here was 
one that reprefented St. Nicholas. 

.Indeed fir, (faid fhe) here was one that was my 
neighbour's child, but not St. Nicholas: for St. Ni- 
cholas is in heaven. I was afraid of them that came 
with him, to have bad my purfc cut by them : for I 
have heard of men robbed by St. Nicholas's clerks, 
&c So Mallet perceiving that nothing could be 
gotten at her hands, went his way as he came, and 
fhe for that time efcaped. 

Then in the. year 1557, a little before Whitfuntide, 
it happened that the faid Gertrude anfwered for a child 
that was baptized of one Thomas Saunders, which 
child was chrillened fecretly in a houfe after the order 
of the 'ferv ice-book in king Edward's time ; and that 
being foon known to her enemies, (he was fought f*6r ; 
who undcrftandi'ng nothing thereof, went beyond the 
fea into Guelderland, to Tee certain lands that fliould 
come to her children in the right of her firft hufband, 
who was a ftrangcr born: and being there about a 
quarter of a. year, at length coming home by Antwerp, 
fhe chancccTto meet with one John Joh'nfon, a Dutch- 
man, alias John de Villa, of" Antwerp, fhipper, who 
feeing her there, went out of malice to the Margrave, 
and accufed her of being an anabaptift, whereby (lie 
was taken and carried' to prifon. The caufe why he 
did thus, was.becaiife he claimed of Mr. Crokhay, 
her hutband, a piece of money which was not his due, 
for a ihip that Mr. Crokhay bought of him,, and be- 
caufe he co.ulr! not get it, he wrought this difpleafure.. 
Wei!, flic being in prifon, lay there a fortnight. In 
which time fhe Taw fomc that were prifoners there, 
who privately were drowned in Rhenifh-wine-fats, 
and after fecretly put in facks and call into the river. 
Mow !he, good woman, expecting to be fo ferved, 
took thereby Inch fear,, that it brought the beginning , 
«f her bcknefs, of which at length fhe died. 

Then at lad was me called before the Margrave, 
and charged with anabaptiftry : which (lie there ut- 
terly denied, arid dcteflcd the error, declaring before 
him in Diuch her faith boldly, without any fear. So 
the Margrave bearing the fame, .in the end being well 
•plea-fed with the profeffion, at the fuit of fomc of her 



friends delivered her out of prifon, but took away her 
book, and fo fhe came over into England again. 
THOMAS ROSE, a Preacher. 

HE was a Devojifhire man, born in Errnouth, and 
.being made prieft in that country, was brought 
out. of it by one Mr. Fabian, to Polfted, in Suffolk 
where the faid., Mr. Fabian was parfon, and in afhort 
time after by his means was placed in the town of Plad- 
ley, where he, firft coming to fome knowledge of the 
gofpel, began there to treat upon the creed, and there- 
upon took occafion to inveigh againft purgatory, pray- 
ing to faints and images, about the time that Mr. La- 
tinier began to preach at Cambridge, in the time of 
Bilney and Arthur; infomuch that many embracing 
the truth of Chrift's gofpel, againft the faid purgatory 
and other points, and the number of them daily in- 
creafing, the adverfaries began to ftir againft him, info- 
much that Mr. Bate (who afterwards became a godlv 
zealous man) was then brought to preach againft the 
faid Thomas Rofe; notwithstanding this, he continued 
ftill very vehemently againft images, and the Lord fo 
bleffed his labours, that many began to contrive how 
they might deface and deftroy them, and efpecially 
four men, whofe names were, Ring, Debnam, Marlli, 
andGard.who ufually reforted to his fermons, by which 
they were fo inflamed, that foon after they ventured 
to deftroy the rood of the court of Dover, which coft 
three of them their lives, who were hanged in chains, 
becaufe they would not accufe Thomas Rofe as their 
counfellor. The faid Rofe had the coat of the rood 
brought to him afterwards, who burnt it. The rood 
was faid to have done many and great miracles, yet 
being in the fire, could not Uelp himfelf, but burned 
like a block, as indeed it was. 

At this time there were two fore enemies in Hadlev, 
WalterClerk and John Clerk, two brothers: tbefe com- 
plained to the council, that an hundred men were not 
able to fetch Thomas Rofe out ofHadley, who then was 
upon examination of his doctrine committed to the 
commiflaries keeping. And indeed fuch was the zeal 
of a number towards the truth then in that town, that 
they" were much offended that their minifter was "ft 
taken from them, and bad therefore by force brought 
him from -the commifTary, if certain wife men had not 
otherwife perfuaded them, who at length alfo with 
more quiet placed him in his office again: which fo 
enraged the two brothers, Walter Clerk and John 
Clerk, that they complained to the council, as a'fore- 
faid; whereupon a ferjeant at arms was fent from the 
council to arreft Thomas Rofe and bring him before 
them. Then his adverfaries laid to his charge, that 
he was privy to the burning of the rood at Dover 
court, and upon this he was committed to prifon in the 
bifh.op of Lincoln's houfe in Holborn, where he re- 
.mained from Shrovetide to Whitfuntide, and great 
part of the time in the flocks. 

'. The flocks was very high and large, fo that day and 
night. he. lay with his back on the ground, upon a little 
ftraw, with his heels fo high, that the blood was fallen 
from his feet, which were fo benumbed that he could 
hardly feel them for a long time. By this treatment he 
fell lick, and the keeper oftenhearing hirh cry and groan 
.through extremity of pain, was moved with pity, and 
went to the bifhop and told him, that he would not keep 
him to die under his hand, and upon this he had fome 
more eafe and liberty. Now at this time his mother was 
come from Hadley to fee him, but fhe was not fuffered 
to fpeak with him (fuch was their cruelty), but the bi- 
fhop flattered her, and gave her a pair of pardon- 
beads, and bade her go home and pray, for fhe might 
not fee him; which thing pierced the hearts both of the 
mother and the fom At this time alfo certain men of 
Hadley, very defirous to fee him, endeavoured to fpeak. 
with him, but might not be fuffered, till at length they 
gave the keeper four fhillings, and yet then might not 
fpeak tohim, or fee him, otherwife than through a grate. 
And thus continued he till Midfummer in prifop. Then 
he was removed to Lambeth, in the firft year of Dr. 
Cranmer's confecration, who ufed him much more 
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courteoufly than ever the bifhop of Lincoln did, and at 
length wrought his deliverance, and fet him at liberty : 
but yet fo, that he was bound not to come within twenty 
miles of Hadley. After this he came to London, and 
there preached the gofpel half a year, till Hadley men 
hearing thereof, laboured to have him to Hadley again, 
and indeed by means of fir John Rainford, knight, ob- 
tained at the archbifhop's houfe to have him thither : 
however, by means one was placed in the cure at Had- 
ley, he could not enjoy his office again there, but 
went to Stratford three miles oft', and there continued 
in preaching the word three years, till at length the 
advcrfaries procured an inhibition from the bifhop of 
Norwich, to put him to filence. But a great number 
laboured to have him continue in preaching, and fub- 
fcribed a fupplication to the archbifhop, with one 
hundred and twenty hands, who under their feals alfo 
teftified of his honeftdemeanour, fo that the adverfaries 
this way not prevailing, they indicled him at Bury, in 
Suffolk, fo that he was conftrained to flee to London, 
and to ufe the aid of the lord Audley, then lord chan- 
cellor, who removed the matter from them, and called 
it before him, and after examination of the matter, fet 
him free, and fent him by a token to the lord Cromwell, 
then lord privy feal, for a licence from the king to 
preach: which being obtained by the lord Cromwell's 
means(who hereupon alfo hadadmitted the faidThomas 
Rofe his chaplain), forthwith he was fent into Lincoln- 
fhire and to York. In the mean time fuch complaint 
was made to the duke of N orfolk, for that he preached 
againft auricular confeffion, tranfubftantiation, and 
fuch other points contained in the fix articles (which 
then to have done, by law was death), that the duke in 
his own perfon not only fought him at Norwich, but alfo 
befet all the ports for him, from Yarmouth to London ; 
and being lieutenant, commanded, that whofoever 
could take the faid Thomas Rofe, fhould hang him on 
the next tree. However, the faid Thomas Rofe at his 
coming home, having warning thereof by certain godly 
perfons, was conveyed away and paffed over to Flan- 
ders, and fo to Zurich in Switzerland, where a time he 
remained' with Mr. Bullinger, and afterwards went to 
Bafil, and there hofted with Matter Grinasus, till let- 
ters came that Mafler do£tor Barnes fhould be bifhop 
of Norwich, and things fhould be reformed and rettored. 
But when he came to England again, it was not fo, and 
therefore forthwith fled again beyond the fcas, being 
lo befet, as if the mighty providence of God had not 
fent him in readinefs to receive him the felf fame man, 
boat, and boy that before carried him over, ithadbeen 
impoffible for him to have efcaped. But fuch was the 
goodnefs of God towards him, that he fafely was con- 
veyed, and lived at Barrow the (pace of three years., 
till at length purpofing to come over into England, 
about bufinefs that he had, he, his wife, and their child, 
being but a year and three quarters old, upon the fca, 
the fhip being in great danger, wherein they failed (for 
the maft being cut away in that peril, they were carried 
whitherfoever the waves toffed them), they with divers 
others expc&ed nothing but death. However, at length 
they were taken prifoners, and carried into Dieppe in 
France, having all their fluff taken from them, and 
forty pounds in money. There they remained prifoners 
from Michaelmas till Allhallowtide, in great heavinefs, 
not knowing what would become of them, but depend- 
ing only upon God's providence. It pleafed God at 
the fame time, that one Mr. Young, of the town of 
Rye (who had heard him preach before), came thither 
for the redeeming of certain Englifhmen there taken 
prifoners. This Mr. Young moved to fee them in this 
cafe, much pitied tliem, and comforted them, and told 
them he would pay their ranfom, and fo he did, had 
them away, and brought them to Rye, and from- thence 
by ftealth they came to London. At length the honour- 
able earl oi SufTex, hearing of the faid Thomas Rofe, 
fent for him, his wife, and his child, and had them to 
his houfe at Attleborough, where they continued, till at 
length it was blaxoned abroad, that the earl was a main- 
tainor of fuch a man to. read in ■ his-houfe,- as had 
preached againfl the catholic faith /'as they term it) ; the 
No. 58. ' 



earl being at the parliament, and hearing thereof* 
wrote a letter to warn him to make fhifi for himfelf, and 
to efcape. So that from thence he palled to London, 
making hard fhift for a year there and fomewhat more, 
till the death of king Henry. • After the king's death, 
he and others, who in the king's general pardon were 
excepted (and therefore dead men, if they had been 
taken whilft king Henry lived), by certain of the 
council were fet at liberty, and after king Edward 
was crowned, were licenfed to preach again by the 
king, who gave unto the faid Thomas Rofe the bene- 
fice of "Weft-Ham, by London. But at the death of 
that virtuous and noble prince, he was deprived of all, 
and fo fhould alfo have been of his life, had not God 
appointed him friends, who received him in London- 
fecrctly, as their teacher in the congregation, among 
whom for the poor prifoners at their affemblies forty- 
one in a nigbt oftentimes were gathered. And thus 
he continued amongft them, and with the lady Vane 
aim oft a year in the reign of queen Mary. But al- 
though he oftentimes efcaped fccretly whilft he read 
to the godly in fundry places of London, yet at length 
through a Judas that betrayed them, he with 35 more 
were taken in Bow-church yard, at a fhcerman's houfe 
on New-years day at night. The reft being committed 
to prilbn, the faid Thomas Rofe was h:id to Stephen 
Gardiner, the bifhop of Winchefter, who would not 
fpeak with him that night, but committed him to the 
Clink, till the Tuefday after. 

The Firft Examination of THOMAS ROSE, at 
St. Mary O ver y's, bcfoi -ethe Bifhop Winchefter. 



:d for that which by the word of God hat 
been eftablifhed, and by the laws of this realm hath 
been allowed, and by your own writing fo notably iri 
your book De vera obedientia, confirmed. 
Bijhop. Ah firrah, haft thou gotten that? 
Rofe. Yea, my lord, I thank God, and do confefs 
myfelf much thereby confirmed. For as touching the 
doclrine of fupremacy, againft the bifhop of Rome's 
authority, no man hath faid further. And as I re- 
member, you confefs it, that when this truth was re- 
vealed unto you, you thought the fcales to fall from 

y Bijhop. Thou lieft like a varlet, there is no fuch 
thing in mv book : but I fhall handle thee, and fuch 
as thou aft, 'well enough. I have long looked for 
thee, and at'length have caught thee. I will know 
who are thy maintainers, or clfc I will make thee a 
foot longer. 

Rofe. My lord, you fhall do as much as pleafcth 
God, and no more, yet the law is in your hand ; but 
I have God for my maintainer, and none other. At 
thefe words one of the fcrvants flopped forth, and faid. 
My lord, I heard this man preach by Norwich, in fir 
John Robftcr's houfe, and in his prayer he defired 
God to turn queen Mary's heart, or elfe to take her 
out of the world : and this was in king Edward's time. 

Rofe. My lord, I made no fuch prayer, but next 
after the king, I mentioned her in this manner, faying, • 
Ye fhall pray for my lady Mary's grace, that God will 
vouchfafe to endue her with his Spirit, that fhe gra- 
cioufly may perceive the myfteries contained within 
his holy laws, and fo render unto him her heart puri- 
fied with true faith, and true and loyal obedience to 
her fovereign lord and king, to the good example of 
the inferior fubjecls. And this, my lord, is already 
anfwercd in mine own hand-writing to the Council. 

Unto this he faid little, but turning his facetb fome 
that were by him, This is he, faid the bifhop, that 
my lord of Norwich told me had gotten his maid with 
child. 

Rofe. This is no hcrefy, my lord, although it be a 
lie. Indeed certain wicked perfons raifed this report 
of me, for the hatred they bare to the doclrine which 
I preached : but for purgation of myfelf herein I had 
no lefs than fix of the council's hands; that there might 
be due and diligent examination of this matter in the 
8 D ' country 
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country, by men of worfhip appointed for that.pur.pofe,. 
who can all teftify, I thank God, that I am moft clear 
from fuch wickednefs, and indeed they have cleared 
me from it; and therefore I doubt not but all good 
men will fee the mifchievous device of mine adyer- 
faries, who, when other means failed, by fuch finifter 
means, went about to draw me into difcredit and ha- 
tred : but God, who is the helper of the innocent, and 
fearcher of men's hearts, hath and doth defend me, 
and hath laid open things that were hid, to their fhame. 
One of the chief reporters of this, that I fhould fo 
abufe myfelf, was one Mr. Clark, fervant, and in fome 
eftimation with the old lord treafurer of England, 
reputed and taken for a conjuror, who afterwards 
hanged himfelf in the Tower. Then the bifhop com- 
manded that I fhould be carried to the Tower and 
kept fafely ; where I lay till the week before Whitfun- 
■tide. After which time I was twice called, when the 
bifhop came to the Tower about other prifoners. 
Notwithftanding, the bifhop had no great talk with 
me, but fpake friendly. One fir Richard Southwell, 
knight, however, ftill accufed me for my prayer, and 
faid I did put a difference betwixt lady Mary and lady 
Elizabeth, for that I prayed in king Edward's faith, 
and prayed that he would confirm lady Elizabeth in 
that which was well begun upon her. Upon this the 
bifhop faid little. But in the week before pentecoft, 
I was conveyed from the Tower to Norwich, there to 
be examined by the bifhop and his clergy, as concern- 
ing my faith, the manner whereof here followeth. 

The Second Examination of THOMAS ROSE, before 
Dr. HOPKINS, Bifhop o/.Norwich, in the Prefence 
e/Sir W. WOODHOUSE, Mr. STEWARD the 
Chancellor, Dr. BARRET, with divers others 1553. 

AFTER I wasprefented by my keeper, the bifhop 
immediately afked me what I was. I told him 
I had been a minifter. 

. Bi/hop. What is this to the purpofe ? W ere you a 
friar or a prieft ? 

Rofe. Friar was I never,, but a prieft have I been, 
and beneficed by the king's majefty. 
. Bifliop. Where were you made prieft ? 

Rofe. In Exeter, in the county where I was born. 
Then the bifhop required of me my letters of orders. 
I told him I knew not where they were, for they were 
things of me not greatly regarded. 
' . Bifliop. . Well, you are Tent to me to be examined ; 
what fay you, will you fubmit yourfelf to the order of 
the church of England. 

Rofe. My lord, I truft I am not out of the ordei 
of Chrift's church in England, neither do I know my- 
felf an offender thereagainft. 

Bifliop. What? yes, you have here preached moft 
damnable and devilifh doSi-ine. 

Rofe. Not fo, my lord. The doclrine by me hei 
preached was both true,, fincere, and holy. But, ii 
deed, the doftrine that is now fet forth is moft wicked 
and damnable, yea, and that both againft God's laws 
and men's. But as for the doElrine by me preached, 
It is grourided upon the word of God, fet out alfo by 
the authority of two moft mighty kings, with the con- 
fent of all the nobility and clergy of the fame : fothat 
I preached nothing but their lawful proceedings, hav- 
ing their lawful authority under their broad feal for 
confirmation of the fame, for which my doing you cf n_ 
notjuftly charge me. And fince the law ceafed, I h; 
kept filence ; fo that the council which fent me u 
you, . have not charged me therewith. Wherefore 
you do me open wrong to burthen me with that wherein 
I am free. 

Chan. What, 'fir ? you are very captious ; anfwer- 
eft thou my lord after fuch a fort ? 

Rofe. Sir, I anfwer for myfelf, and according to 
the truth j wherewith ye ought not to be offended, if 
ye be of God. 

' Cjutn. Thou art an evil man. Waft thou not ab- 
fured before now ? 



Rofe. No, you untruly report me, and are in no 
;fe able to prove that which you have fpoken • f 0 
that your Words appear to proceed altogether of malice 
which 1 have not deferved at your hands. But in this 
I well perceive you are made an inftrument to utter 
other men's malice conceived of old. 

Chan. What fayeft thou to the real prefence in the 
facramcnt ? 

R °f e - r Iknow rightweU you are made an inftru- 



3 feek innocent blood : well, 



you may ha\ 



if God permit, it is prefent at hand, for I am 

ther to lye, but to die (if God fee it good) 
defence of that which I have faid. Wherefore x 



»•»-•»••":»■ «*• »""•« * taiu. vvneretore you 

may begin when you fhall think good, for I have faid 
nothing but the truth, and that which, in thofe days 
was by all men allowed for truth, and againft which 
yon at that time durft not once whifper, although you 
brag ever fo much. 

Ifhop. Well, father Rofe, whatfoevcr hath been 
done in times paft, fhall not now be called in queftion 
fo that you now fubmit yourfelf : for not only you', 
but all the whole realm, hath been out of the right way' 
both high and low, fpiritual and temporal ; butall nou 
with (landing have fubmitted themfelves, and acknow- 
ledged their faith. Wherefore if you will be accounted 
for an Englifhman, you mult likewife fubmit yourfelf 
Rofe. My lord, I am an Englifhman born, and do 
moft humbly require of the chriftian congregation of 
England, to be counted as a particular member of the 
fame, and with all due reverence fubmit myfelf as in 
the form and manner following : That whatfoever law 
laws fhall be fet forth in the fame for the eftablifh- 
ment of Chrift's true religion, and thar, according to 
the faith and doftrinc of the holy patriarchs and pro- 
phets, Jefus Chrift and his holy apoftles, with the faith- 
ful fathers of Chrift's primitive church, I do not ohiy 
hold it, and believe it, but alfo moft reverently obey 
At which my affertion, the bifliop feemed to be 
greatly rejoiced, and faid, Well, then we mall. foon. 
be at a point : but you fhall take this for no day of ex- 
amination, but rather of communication, fo that you- 
fhall now depart, and confider with yourfelf ' until we 
call for you again : and fo ended our firft meeting., . 
The Third Examination of THOMAS ROSE. 

ON Friday following, I was called again into 
Chriftchurch within their lady's chapel, as they 
termed it, were was gathered a great part of the- whole 
city of Norwich, and after I was prefented by my 
keeper, the bifhop began with a great protcftation, 
and after many words, demanded of me, whether I 
would fubmit myfelf or no. I anfwered as before I had 
done, that, according to my former proteftation, I 
would moft gladly obey. Then faid the chancellor, 
(\o utter his gentlcnefs) I think you do but feign. 

Rofe. The fault then, faid I, fhall be in yourfelf, 
and not in mc : for if you burden me with nothing 
but fcriptures, and the fathers of Chrift's primitive 
church, then, as I faid before, fo I fay again, I fhail 
moft gladly obey. 

Chan. Well then, feeing you challenge to be mem- 
ber of the church of England, your mother here, for a 
trial of obedience, provoketh you, as mothers are wont 
to allure you, to receive this little gift at her hand. 

Rofe. Forfooth, faid I, if fhe offer it me, as re- 
ceived of God my father, I fhall gladly receive it, as 
from the hand of my very true and fpiritual mother. 

Chan. What fay you to ear-confeffion ? Is it not 
a law ecclefiaftical and neceffary for the church of 
England ? 

Rofe. Some ways it might be permitted, and fome 
ways not, and that becaufe it had not its original of 
God and his bleffed word ; and yet I deny not, but that 
a man, being troubled in his conscience, and reforting 
to a difcreet, fober, and chriftian learned man, for the 
quieting of his mind, might well be permitted: but to 
bind a man, under pain of damnation, once every year, 
to number his fins into the ears of a filthy, lecherous 
prieft, is not of God, neither can be proved by his word- 
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Bijhop. Ah, firrah, you will admit nothing but 
fcripture, I fee well. 

Rofe. No truly, my lord, I admit nothing but fcrip- 
turc for the rule of the foul: for why ? faith 'cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God ; and where 
the word of God is not, there ought no belief to be 
given : for whatfoeveris not of faith is fin.' And here 
they left off fpeaking any more of that matter. 

Mr. Chancellor then began to whet his teeth at me, 
faying, Yea, but you have preached, that the real, 
natural, and fubftantial prefence of Chrift is not in the 
facrament. What fay you to that ? 

Rofe. Verily, I fay that you are a bloody man, 
and leek to quench your third in the blood of an inno- 
cent, and therefore, to fatisfy you in that behalf, I fay 
verily unto you, that fo I have here preached : aU 
though, contrary to law you challenge me with the 
fame, yet will I in no wife deny it, though juftly I 
might do it, but ftand thereunto, even to feal it with 
my blood, defiring all that are here prefent to teftify 
the fame, and believe it as the only truth. 

Bijhop. I charge you all to believe it not. 

Rofe. Yea, but my lord, if you will needs have 
credence given you, you muft bring God's word to 
maintain your fayings. 

Bifhop. Why; doth not Chrift fay, This is my body ? 
And can there be any plainer words fpoken ? 

Rofe. It is true, my lord, the words are as plain as 
can be ; and even fo are thcfe, where it is laid, I am 
a door, a vine, and Chrift called a ftone, a lion, and 
yet is he naturally none of thefe: for they are all figu- 
rative fpeeches, as both the fcriptures and fathers do 
Idfticiently prove. 

At which faying, the bifhop would have had me ftay, 
faying I fhould have another day wherein I might take 

Rofe. Not To, my lord, for I am at a full point with 
myfelf in that matter, and am right well able to prove 
both your tranfubftantiation, with the real prefence, 
tc be againft the fcriptures and the ancient fathers of 
the primitive church : for Juftin, who is one of. the 
moll ancient writers that ever wrote upon the facra- 
ment, writeth in his fecond apology, that the bread, 
water, and wine in the facrament, are not to be taken 
as other meats and drinks, but are meats purpofely Ob- 
tained to give thanks unto God, and therefore are cal- 
led Euchariftia, and alfo have the names of the body ' 
and blood of Chrift; and that it is not lawful for any 
man to eat or drink of them, but fuch as profefs the re- 
ligion of Chrift, and live alfo according to their profef- 
fion: and yet, faith he, the fame bread and drink is 
changed into pur flefh and blood, and nourifheth our 
bodies. By which faying, it isevident that fuftin meant, 
that the bread and wine remain ftill, or elfe they could 
not have turned into our flefh and blood, and nourifti 
our bodies. 

At which my faying they were greatly troubled, but 
inforced themfelvcs to have denied the do£lor, and 
would fuffer me to fpeak no more, but ftraitway was I 
carried away unto my lodging : and fo ended the fe- 
cond day of mine appearance, which was the Friday 
in Whitfun week, and then was I appointed to appear 
again on the Monday following. However, upon what 
occafion I know not, it was deferred unto Wednefday. 

In the mean time, the bifhop fent two of his chaplains 
to me, with whom I had communications about the real 
prefence. After long reafoning concerning this point, 
at length I drove them to this iffue ; whether they did 
confefs that Chrilt in the felf-fame body which was con- 
ceived of the virgin Mary, and wherein he fuffered and 
rofe again, do in the felf-fame body naturally, fubftan- 
tially, and really fit at the righ t-hand of God the Father, 
without return from thence, until the day of the general 
judgment, or not ? Whereunto they anfwered Yes, 
truly, we confefs it, hold it, and believe it. Then I 
again demanded of them, whether they did affirm after 
the words pronounced by the minifter, there to remain 
flefh, blood, bones, hairs', nails, as is wont moftgrofsly to 
be preached, or not? And they with great deliberation 



anfwered, that they did not only abhor the teaching 
of fueh grofs doarine, but alfo would deteft themfelvcs, 
if they fhould fo think, 

At which two principal points, wherein they fully 
confirmed my doarine which I ever taught, I was not 
a little^comforted and rejoiced, but marvejloufly en- 
couraged. ■ Whereupon I demanded of them again, 
what manner of body they then affirmed it to be in 
the facrament ? Forfooth, faid they, not a vifible, 
palpable, or circumfcriptable body, for that is always 
at the Father's right hand ; but in the facrament it is 
invifible, and can neither be felt, feen, nor occupy 
any place, but is there by the omnipotency of God's 
holy -word, they know not how. 

And for this they brought in St. Auguftine, although 
by them not truly underftood, yet they would admit no 
other fenfethan their own, but would take upon them 
to confirm it with Martin Luther, Melanahon, Bucer, 
and Calvin : fo that I, perceiving their obftinacy in 
that behalf, gave them over for that time, and after- 
wards talked with Dr. Barret, whom I alfo found of the 
fame opinion. For, faid' he, if you would difient from 
the fathers of the primitive church, of which St. Au- 
guftine is one, you fhall be contented to die out of the 
favour of God. Well, I gave them over, being obfti- 
nate in their errors ; however, to bring them to confers 
that openly which they had granted privately, I granted 
them according to the fcriptures, and my former pro-, 
teftation, a prefence, although not as they fuppofcjd. 

After all this, the. honourable earl of Suflex came to 
me, and that gentle knight fir William Woodhoufe, 
with great perfuafions: to whom, after long talk, I faid, 
That I would do all that I might, faying my confeience, 
which I would in no wife pollute : and neither have I, 
as knoweth God, by whom all men muft be judged. 

The Lajl Examination of THOMAS ROSE before.the 
Bifhop. . . • . 

NOW to come to my laft appearance, the bifhop 
forthwith demanded of me, whether I were re- 
folved as he had heard fay. To whom I anfwered, 
that as I always had faid before, even fo I was now. 
Then by low bowing my knee, I gave him my due 
reverence, and the rather for that the honourable earl 
of Suflex was there. At this fome who would be 
counted great gofpellers, were (contrary to all chrift 
tianity) fore offended. I then faid, that whatfoever 
laws were fet forth for the eftablifliment of Chrift's true 
religion, and that according to the doarine of Chrift's 
holy apoftles, and the faithful fathers of the primitive 
church, I did not only obey them, but moft earneftly 
embrace and believe them. Yea, and yet to the fur- 
ther blinding of their eyes, I faid, that if any thing 
could juftly be proved by God's holy word, by me 
heretofore preached or taught untruly, either for lack 
of learning, unwarily, or through ignorance, yet' by 
better knowledge, when it fhall juftly be tried and ex- 
amined by the fame, I fhall not refufe (the thing per- 
feaiy proved) to revoke the fame, provided always the 
word of God herein be my judge. 

All this fpake I (as God knoweth) to keep them from 
fufpeaing that which I went about, and that they fhould 
have no occafion to judge me of obftinacy. Then faid 
I, moreover, all you muft of force confefs, that the 
doarine by me heretofore preached, had, befides the 
authority of God's eternal verity, the authority of two 
moft noble and mighty princes, with the advice and 
counfel of all the nobiiity and clergy of the land, and 
that with great deliberation from time to time, with 
open difputations in both the univerfities, enaaed alfo 
by parliament with the confent of the whole body and 
commons of the fame, and that without any refiftance 
or gainfaying eftablifhed, as a religion moft p> vc.and 
perfea, moft earneftly and fincerely preached by the 
principal bifhbps and doBors, and that before the king's 
majefty'sperfon ; and I, as one who was called to that 
office, did the like with all the reft, and in the zeal of 
God, and with. a pure confeience, did fet forth the fame, 
as 
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as the only and abfolute truth of God, and th£ juft and 
moft true proceedings of my fovereign lord and king : 
and I had then my head where it nowftandeth, betwixt 
mine ears, altogether applying the fame, to apprehend 
with all diligence that which then was eltablifhed and 
taught, as the only and abfolute truth, and a thing unto 
me moft delirable, and well willing, without any defire 
to hear the contrary, till now, through thismy captivity, 
I am compelled to hear the contrary part fpeak, who 
are even here prefent, and whom my lord fent unto me; 

After feveral long private difputationshadhappened 
betwixt us, at length I have heard of them a contrary 
doctrine, which I never before had heard, and there- 
fore mult confefs mine own ignorance in the fame: for, 
quoth I, after I had inforced thefe men here prefent 
(meaning the bifhop's two chaplains) to confefs fefus 
Ch rift's natural body, with his full complete members, 
in due order and proportion of a perfect man's body, 
to be prefent at the right hand of God the Father, and 
that without return from thence, until the laft judg- 
ment, and alfo that after the words pronounced by the 
prieft, there remaineth no fuch grofs prefence of flefh,- 
blood, bones, hair, and nails, as was wont to be 
preached ; hut that after I had demanded of there 
what manner of body they affirmed to be prefent, they 
faid, a body invifible by the omnipotency of God's 
word, which neither can be felt or feen, nor that hath 
any diftinction of members, but fuch a body as occu- 
pieth no place, but is there they know not how ; ne- 
ceflity compelled me to confefs my ignorance in that 
behalf, although in very deed they perceived not my 
meaning therein, neither was it in my thought they 
fhould do fo : for by this their confeflion, and my filence 
afterward, I perceived their horrid blafphemies. 

And methought in this I had well difcharged at 
that time my confeience, in caufing them, in open au- 
dience, to confefs the fame, and fo I granted a pre- 
fence, but not as they fuppofed : for I only faid, that 
Chrift, after the words pronounced, is prefent in the 
lawful ufe and right diftribution of his holy fupper 5 
which thing I never denied, or any godly man that 
ever I heard of. For, faid I, Eufebius Emiffenus, a 
man of lingular fame and learning, about three hun- 
dred years after Chrift's afcenfion, faith, that the con- 
yerfion of the vifible creatures of bread and wine into 
the body and blood of Chrift, is like unto ourconver- 
fion in baptifm, where nothing is outwardly changed, 
but all the change is inwardly, by the mighty working 
of the Holy Ghoft. which fafhioneth and frameth Chrift 
in the heart and mind of man, as by the example of 
Peter preaching to the people, Acts ii. by which he fo 
pierced their confeience, that they openly, with moft 
earneft repentance, confefled their fins, faying, " Men 
and brethren, what fliall we do ? Repent and be bap- 
tized every one of you," faid Peter, " in the name of 
Jefus Chrift ; " fo that at this fermon there were turned 
unto Chrift three thoufand perfons j in whom Chrift 
was fo fafhioned and formed, as that he dwelt in avery 
one of them, and they in him; and after the like man- 
ner, faid I, is Chrift prefent in the lawful ufe.and right 
diltribution of his holy fupper, and not otherwife. 
For although I faid, according to the truth, that Chrift 
dwelt in evejy one of thefe perfons rehearfed, yet 
meant I not that he in them mould have a grofs, carnal, 
or flelhly dwelling. 

And no more meant I (as God knowethj him car- 
nally or grofsly to be in the facrament, but according 
to the fcriptures, and my former protcltation, that is, 
to the fpiritual nourifliment of all fuch as worthily 
come unto that holy fupper, receiving it according to 
his holy inftitution. 

And thus I ended ; which the papifts moft malici- 
oufly and flanderoufiy named a. recantation ; which I 
never meant nor thought, as God knoweth. 

Now after I had thus concluded myfpeech, the bifhop 
taking me by the hand, faid, Father Rofe, you may be 
a worthy inftrument in God's church, and we will fee 
to you at our coming home (for he was about to take 
his journey in vifitation of his diocefe), and they feared 
much at this very time, left queen Mary fhould have 



mifcarried inher ehjld^travail, which was looked for 
being then accounted very great with child, fo that 
they were not fo fierce- as they had been, and were 
apprehenfive of fome ftir, if I fhould have fufferedj 
and therefore were glad to be. rid of me, fo that by 
any colourable means for their own difcharge it might 
be ; and the night following I was only committed to 
mine own lodging. 

. On the morrow, when the bifhop was ready, to ride 
forth in vifitation, he called me before him, and per 
ceiving that fir William Woodhoufedid bear me great 
favour, faid, lie was lorry for me and my expences, 
and therefore wifhed that I ,was fomewhere where f 
might fpend no more money till his return. Why, my 
lord, faid fir William Woodhoufe, he (hall have'meat 
and drink, and lodging with me, till you return again, 
feeing you now break up houfe ; and hereupon I went 
home with fir William, that good knight, who mod 
genteely entertained me, and I had great liberty. 
Upon thisithe popifh priefts of the college of Chrift's 
church in Norwich,-, becaufe they law me at liberty in 
fir William's abfence, who had been from home a fort- 
night, blazed it abroad that fir William was bound for 
me in body and lands. At his coming home, therefore, 
I afking fir William if he were fo bound for me, he de, 
nied it. Then, faid I, fir, but for the reverence f bear 
to you, 1 might have been an hundred miles from you 
before this. I now truft, fir, as you are not bound 
forme, I may go and vifit my friends. Go where 
you will, fajd fir William ; for I told the biftiop I 
would not be your gaoler, but proinifed only meat, 
drink, and lodging for you. Shortly after, by the ad- 
vice of fomefriends, I wasfecretly conveyed to afriend's 
houfe, where I was clofely kept for near a month, until 
rumours were over: for at the bilhop's return, fearcli 
was made for mc in all houfes where it was known I 
had been acquainted, a'nd in the {hips at Yarmouth. 

At length the bimop fent to a conjuror, to know of 
him which way I was gone ; and he anfwered, that I 
was gone over water, and in keeping of a woman. 
And in very deed I was pafled over a fmall water, 
and was hid by a blcfled woman, who lived in a fmall 
cottage, the fpace of three weeks, till the inquiries: 
had nearly fubfided. 

I was then conveyed to London, and from thence 
pafTed over the feas, where I lived till the death of 
queen Mary, and till it pleafed God, for the comfort 
of his church, and reftoring of all poor exiles and 
prifoners, for his name's fake, to blefs this realm with 
the government of our noble queen, whom God, to 
the glory of his own name, and the defence of his 
church, according to bis good will- and pleafure, long 
prcferve and continue over us. 



A Brief Difcourfe concerning the Troubles, and happy 
Deliverance of Dr. SANDS, firfl Bifhop of Wor- 
cefter, next of London, afterwards Arch'biftiop of 
York. 

AT king Edward's death, the duke of Northumber- 
land came down to Cambridge with an army of 
men, having cbmmifEon to proclaim lady Jane queen, 
and by power to fupprefs lady Mary, who took upon 
her that dignity, and was proclaimed queen in Norfolk. 
The duke fent for Dr. Sands, the vice-chancellor, Dr. 
Parker, Dr. Bill, and Mr. Leaver, to fup with him. 
Amo'ngft other fpeeches, he faid to them, Malters, pray 
for us, that we fpeed well : if not, you fhall be made 
bifhops, and we deacons. And even fo it came to pafs: 
Dr. Parker and Dr. Sands were made bilhops, ana he 
and fir John Gates, who was then at the table, were 
made deacons not long after, on Tower-hill; Dr. Sands 
being vice-chancellor,, was required to preach op the 
morrow. The warning was fhort for fuch an auditory, 
and to fpeak of fuch a matter;, yet he refufed not the 
thing, but went into bis chamber, and fo to bed. He 
rofe at three o'clock in the morningj took his bible 
in his hand, and after he. had prayed a confiderable 
time, he fhut his eyes, and holding his bible before him, 
earndlly 
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earneftly prayed to God that it might fall open where 
a moft fit text fhould be for him to treat of. The Bible, 
as God would have it, fell open upon the firft chapter 
of Jofhua, the three laft verfes, where he found fo con- 
venient a place of fcripture for that time, that the like 
he could not find in the whole Bible. His text was 
thus: " And they anfwered Jolhua, faying, All that 
thou commandeft us we will do, and whitherfoever thou 
fendeft us, we will go. According as we hearkened 
unto Moles in all things, fo will we hearken unto thee : 
only the Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with 
Mofes. Wh-ofoe'ver he be that doth rebel againft thy 
commandment, and will not hearken unto thy word, in 
all that thou commandeft him, he fliall be put to death : 
only be ftrong, and of a good courage." 

Whoever fhall confider what was concluded by fuch 
as called themfelves the ftate, and likewife the audi- 
tory, the time, and other circumftances, may eafily fee 
that this text moft fitly ferved for the purpofe. And 
as God gave the text, fo gave he fuch order and utter- 
ance, as drewtears from the eyesof the greateft of them. 

In the time of his fermon, one of the guard lifted a 
mafs-book and a grail up to him in the pulpit, which 
fir George Haward, with certain of the guard, had 
taken that night in Mr. Hurleftone's houfe, where lady 
Mary had been a little before, and there had mafs. 
The duke, with the reft of the nobility, required Dr. 
Sands to put his fermon in writing, and appointed Mr. 
Leaver to go to London with it, and to put it in print. 
Dr. Sands required one day and a half for writing of it. 
At the time appointed he had made it ready, and Mr. 
Leaver was ready booted to receive it at his hands, 
and carry it to London. As he was delivering of it, 
one of the beadles, named Adams, came weeping to 
him, and prayed him to fhift for himfelf, for the duke 
was retired, and queen Mary proclaimed. 

Dr. Sands was not troubled thereat ; but gave the 
fermon written to Mr. Layficld. Mr. Leaver departed 
home, and he went to dinner to one Mr. More's, a 
beadle, his great friend. At the dinner, Mrs. More 
feeing him merry and pleafant (for he had ever a man's 
courage, and could not be terrified), drank unto him, 
faying, Mafter Vice-chancellor, I drink unto you, for 
this is the laft time that I fhall fee you. And fo it was j 
for flie was dead before Dr. Sands returned out of 
Germany. The duke that night retired to Cambridge, 
and fent for Dr. Sands to go with him to the market- 
place to proclaim queen Mary. The duke caft up his 
cap with others ; but tears ran down his cheeks for grief. 
He told Dr. Sands, that queen Mary was a merciful 
woman, and that he doubted not thereof ; declaring 
that he had fent unto her to know her pleafure, and 
looked for a general pardon. Dr. Sands anfwered, My 
life is not dear unto me, neither have I done or faid 
any thing that urgeth my confeience. For that which I 
fpake of the ftate, I have inftru&ions warranted by the 
lubfeription of fixteen counfellors, neither can fpeech 
be treafon ; neither yet have I fpoken further than the 
word of God, and the laws of the realm do warrant me, 
come of me what God will. But be you aflured, you 
fhall never efcape death, for if fhe fhould fave you, 
thofe that now fhall rule will kill you. 

That night the guard apprehended the duke ; and 
certain grooms of the {table were as bufy with Dr. 
Sands, as if they would take a prifoner. But fir John 
Gates, who lay then in Dr. Sands's houfe, fliarply rebu- 
ked them, and drove them away. Dr. Sands, by the ad- 
vice or Sir John Gates, walked in the fields. In the 
mean time, the univ'erfity, contrary to all order, had met 
together in confutation, and ordered that Dr. Moufc 
and Dr. Hatcher fhould repair to Dr. Sands's lodging, 
and bring away the ftatute-book of the univerfity, the 
keys, and fuch other things as were in his keeping ; and 
fo they did : for Dr. Moufe being an earneft protcltant 
the day before, and whom Dr. Sands had done much 
for, was now become a papift, and his great enemy. 
Certain of the univerfity had appointed a congregation 
at afternoon. As the bell rang to it, Dr. Sands came 
»ut of the fields, and fending for the beadles, afked 
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what the matter meant, and required them to wait upon 
him to the fchools, according to their duty. So they 
did. And as foon as Dr. Sands, the beadles going be- 
fore him, came into the regent houfe and took his chair, 
one Mr. Mitch, with a rabble of unlearned papifts, 
went into a bye-fchool, and confpired together to pull 
him out of his chair, and to ufe violence unto him. 
Dr. Sands began his oration, expoftulating with the 
univerfity, charging them with great ingratitude, de- 
claring, that he had laid nothing in his fermon, but 
what he was ready to juftify, and their cafe was all one 
with him : for they had not only concealed, but con- 
fented to that which he had fpoken. 

And thus while he remembered them how beneficial 
he had been to the univerfity, and their unthankful- 
nefs to him again, in came Mr. Mitch with his confpi- 
rators, about twenty in number. One laid hands oh 
the chair to pull it fromhim; another called him traitor. 
Whereat he perceiving how they ufed violence, and 
being of great courage, groped to his dagqer, and had 
difpatched fome of them as God's enemies, if Dr. Bill 
and Dr. Blith had not fallen upon him, and prayed for 
God's fake to hold his hands and be quiet, and patiently 
to bear that great offered wrong. He was perfuaded 
by them, and after that tumult was ceafed, he ended 
his oration; and having fome money of the univcrfity's 
in his hands, hethere delivered the fame every farthing. 
He gave up the books, reckonings, and keys pertaining 
to the univerfity, and withal yielded up his office, 
praying God to give the univerfity a betterofficer, and 
to give them better amd more thankful hearts, and fo 
repaired home to his own college. 

On the morrow after there came unto him one Mr. 
Gerningham, and Mr. Thomas Mildmay. Gerning- 
ham told him, that it was the queen's pleafure, that 
two of the guard fhould attend upon him, and that he 
mull be carried prifoner to the Tower of London, 
with the duke. Mr. Mildmay faid, he marvelled that 
a learned man would fpeak fo unadvifedly againft Jo 
good a prince, and wilfully run into fuch danger. Dr. 
Sands anfwered, I fhall not be afhamed of bonds, but 
if I could do as Mr. Mildmay can, J needed not to fear 
bonds': for he came down in payment againft queen 
Mary, and armed in the field, and now he returned in 
payment for queen Mary ; before a traitor, and now 
a great friend ; I cannot with one mouth blow hot and 
cold after this manner. 

Upon this his ftable was robbed of four very good 
geldings, the bed of them Mr. Huddleftone took for 
his own faddle, and rode on him to London in his fight. 
An inventory was taken of all his goods by Mr. More, 
beadle for the univerfity. He was fet upon a lame 
horfe that halted to the ground ; which thing a friend 
of his perceiving, prayed that he might lend him a nag. 
The yeomen of the guard were contented. As he de- 
parted forth at the town's end, fome papifts reforted 
thither to jeer at him, and fome of his friends to mourn 
for him. He came in the rank to London, the people 
being full of out-cries. And as he came in at BifhopC 
gate, one like a milk-woman hurled a ftone at him, 
and hit him on the breaft, with fuch a blow, that he 
was like to fall off his horfe. To whom he mildly faid, 
Woman, God forgive thee. Truth is, that that journey 
one evil intreating fo mortified him, that he was more 
ready to die than to live. 

As he came through Tower-hill-ftreet, one woman 
Jlanding at her door, cried. Fie on thee, thou knave, 
thou knave, thou traitor, thou heretic. Whereat he 
fmiled. Look, the defperate heretic, faid fhe, laughed 
at this jeer. A woman on the other fide of the ftreet 
anfwered, faying, Ficon thee, neighbour, thou art not 
worthy to be called. a woman, railing upon this gentle- 
man whom thou knoweft not, nor the'eaufe why he is 
thus treated. Then fhe faid, Good gentleman, God be 
thy comfort, and give thee ftrength to Rand in God's 
caufe, even to the end. And thus he paffed through 
rough and fmooth to the Towtr, the firft prifoner that, 
entered in that day, which w as St. James's day. The 
yeomen of the guard took from him his borrowed nag, 
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and what elfe foever tie had. His man, one Quinting 
Suainton, brought afcer him a Bible, and fome ftiirts, 
and fuch like things. The Bible was fcnt in to him, 
but the (hirts and fuch like ferved the yeomen of the 

After he had been in the Tower three weeks in a bad 
prifon, he was brought up into Nun's-Bower, a better 
prifon, where was put along with him Mr. John 
Bradford. 

At the day of queen Mary's coronation their prifon 
door was fe t open, ever (hut before. One Mr. Mitchell, 
his old acquaintance, who had been prifoner before in 
the fame place, came in to him, and faid, Mafter Sands, 
there is fuch a ftir in the Tower, that neither gates, 
doors, nor prifoners are looked to this day. Take my 
cloak, my hat, and my rapier, and get you gone, you 
may go out of the gates without quefti«hing, fave your- 
fclf, and let me do as well as I can. A rare friendfhip ; 
but he refufed the offer, faying, I know no caufe why 
I fhould be in prifon. And to do thus were to make 
myfelf guilty. I will expect God's good will, yet muft 
1 think myfelf much obliged to you : and fo Mr. 
Mitchell departed. 

While Dr. Sands and Mr. Bradford were thus inclofe 
prifon twenty-nine weeks, one John Bowler was their 
Keeper, a very perverfe papift, yet by often perfuading 
of him, for he would give ear, and by gentle ufing of 
him, at length he began to miflike popery, and to favour 
the gofpel, and was fo perfuaded in true religion, that 
on a Sunday when they had mafs in the ch?pel, he 
brought up a fervice book, a manchet, and a glafs of 
wine, and there Dr. Sands miniftered the communion 
to Bradford and to Bowler. Thus Bowler was their fon 
begotten in bonds. When Wyat was in arms, and the 
old Duke of Norfolk fent fortli with a number ,of men 
to apprehend him ; that room might be made in the ; 
Tower for him and other his accomplices, Dr. Cranmer, 
£>r.. Ridley, and Mr. Bradford, were caft into one pri- : 
fon, and Dr. Sands with nine other preachers were fent 
unto the Marflialfea. 

The keeper of the Marflialfea appointed to every 
preacher a man to lead him in the ftreet ; he caufed them 
tcj go far before, and he and Dr. Sands came behind, 
whom he would not lead, but walked familiarly with him. 
Yet Dr. Sands was known, and the people every where 
prayed God to comfort him, and to ftrcngthen him in 
the truth. By that time the people's minds were alrered, 
popery began to be unfavoury. After they paffed the 
bridge, the keeper faid to Dr. Sands* I perceive the 
vain people would fee you forward to the fire. You are 
-vain as they, if you being a young man will ftand in 
your own conceit, and prefer your own judgment before 
that of fo many worthy prelates, ancient, learned, and 
grave men as.be in this realm. If you fo do, you (hall 
find me a fevere keeper, as one that utterly difliketh 
your religion. Dr. Sands anfwered, I know my years 
to be young, and my learning but fmall, it is enough to 
know Chrift crucified, and he hath learned nothing who 
feeth not the great blafphemy that is in popery. 1 will 
yield unto God, and not unto man : I have read in the 
•fcriptures of many godly and courteous keepers : God 
may make you one ; if not, I truft he will give me 
•ftrength and patience to bear your hard ufage. Then 
faid the keeper, Are you refolved to ftand to your reli- 
gion ? Yes, quoth the docTior, by God's grace. Truly, 
faid the keeper, I love you the better for it ; I did but 
tempt you : what favour I can (hew you, you fliall be 
fure of, and I fliall think myfelf happy if I might die at 
the flake with you. He was as good as his word, for he 
trufted the docior to walk in the fields alone, where he 
met with Mr. Bradford, who was alfo a prifoner in the 
King's-Bench, and had found the fame favour from his 
keeper : he laid him in the beft chamber in the houfe; 
he would not fuffer the knight-marflial's men to lay 
fetters on him, as others had. And, at his requeft, he 
put Mr. Sanders in along with him, to be his bed-fellow, 
and fundry times after he fuffcrcd his wife, who was 
Mr. Sands's daughter of Effex, a gentlewoman beauti- 
ful both in body and foul.'to refort to him. There was 
. great refort to Dr. Sand?; and Mr. Sanders ; they had 



much money offered them, but they would receive none. 
They had the communion there three or four times 
and a great many communicants. Dr Sands gave fuch 
exhortation to the people, (for at that time being young- 
he was thought very eloquent) that he moved many 
tears, and made the people abhor the mafs, and defy 
all popery. 

When Wyat with his army came into Southwark, he 
fent two gentlemen into the Marflialfea, to Dr. Sands 
faying, that Mr. Wyat would be glad of his company 
and advice, and that the gates fhould be fet open for all 
the prifoners. He anfwered, Tell Mr. Wyat, if this his 
rifing be of God, it will take place ; if not, it will fall. 
For my part, I was committed here by order, I will be 
difcharged by like order, or I will never depart hence. 
So anfwered Mr. Sanders, and the reft of the preachers 
being there prifoners. , ' 
After that Dr. Sands had been nine weeks prifoner in 
the Marflialfea, by the mediation of fir Thomas Hol- 
croft, knight marfhal, he was fet at liberty ; fir Thomas 
fued earneftly to the bifhop of Winchefter, Dr. Gardi- 
ner, for his deliverance, after many repulfes : but he 
could not prevail, except Dr. Sands would be of their 
feci:, and then he could want nothing. He wrung out 
of him at laft, that if the queen would grant him his 
deliverance, he would not be againft it ; for that was 
fir Thomas's laft requeft. In the mean time he had 
procured two ladies of the privy chamber to move the 
queen in it ; who was contented if the bifliop of Win- 
chefter would like it. The next time that the biftiop 
went into the privy chamber to fpeak with the queen, 
Mr. Holcroft followed, and had his warrant for Dr. 
Sands's remiflion ready, and prayed the two ladies, when 
the bifliop fliould take his leave, to put the queen in 
mind of.Dr. Sands. So they did, and the queen faid, 
Winchefter, what think you of Dr. Sands, is he not 
fufficiently puniflied ? As it plcafe your majefty, faith 
Winchefter. That he fpake, remembering his former 
promife to Mr. Holcroft, that he would not be againft 
Dr. Sands, if the queen fhould like to difcharge him. 
Saith the queen, Then truly, we would that he were fet 
at liberty. Immediately Mr. Holcroft offered the 
queen the warrant, who fubferibed the fame, and called 
Winchefter to put to his hand, and fo he did. The 
warrant was given to the knight marftial again, by 
fir Thomas Holcroft. As the biftiop went forth of the 
privy chamber door, he called Mr. Holcroft to him, 
commanding him not to fet Dr. Sands at liberty, until 
he had taken fureties of two gentlemen of this country 
with him, each one bound in 500I. that Dr. Sands 
fhould not depart out of the realm without licence. 
Mr. Holcroft immediately after met with two gentle- 
men of the North, friends, and coufins to Dr. Sands, 
who offered to be bound in body, goods, and lands for 
him. After dinner, the fame day, Mr. Holcroft fent for 
Dr.' Sands to his lodging at Weftminfter, requiring the 
keeper to accompany him. He came accordingly, 
finding Mr. Holcroft.alone walking in the garden.' Mr. 
Holcroft imparted his long fuit, with the whole pro- 
ceeding, and what effecl: it had. taken, to Dr. Sands ; 
much rejoicing that it was his good hap to do him good, 
•and to procure his liberty, and that nothing remained, 
but that he would enter into bonds with his two fure- 
ties, for not departing out of the realm. Dr. Sands an- 
fwered, I give God thanks, who hath moved your heart 
to mind me fo well, and 1 think myfelf moft bound 
unto you. God fhall requite, and I fliall never be 
found unthankful. But as you have dealt friendly with 
me, I will alfo deal plainly with you. I came a freeman 
into prifon ; T will not go forth a bondman. As I can- 
not benefit my friends, fo I will not hurt them. And 
•if I be fet at liberty, I will riot tarry fix days, in this 
realm, if I may get out. If therefore I may not get free 
forth, fend me to the Marflialfea again, and there you 
fliall be fure of me. " 

This anfwerMr. Holcrcift rriuch miflike'd: he told 
Dr. Sands that the time would not long continue, a 
change would fhortly come, the ftate was but a cloud, 
and would foon fhake .away. And that his coufin fir 
Edward Bray would gladly receive him and his wife into 
4 his 
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his houfe, where he fhould never need to go to church, 
a nd the -lady Bray was a zealous gentlewoman, who 
hated popery. Adding, that he would not fo deal 
with him to lofe all his labour. When Dr. Sands could 
not be removed from. his former faying, Mr. Holcroft 
faid, Seeing you cannot be altered, I will change my 
purpofe and yield unto you. Come of it what will, I 
will fet you at liberty : and feeing you have a mind to 
go over fea, get you gone as quick as you can. One 
thing I require of you, that while you are there, you 
write nothing to me hither, for fo you may undo me. 
He friendly luffed Dr. Sands, bade him farewell, and 
commanded the keeper to take no fees of him, faying, 
Let me anfwer Winchefter as I may. Dr. Sands re- 
turning with the keeper to the Marfhalfea, tarried all 
night, and on the morrow he gave a dinner to all the 
prifoners, to which he invited his bed-fellow, and ■ 
fworn ftake-fellow, if it had fo pleated God. When 
he took his leave, he faid, Mr. Sanders, farewel, with 
many tears and kiffes, the one falling on the other's 
neck,. and fo departed, clearly delivered without ex- 
amination or bond. From thence he went to the 
King's-bench, and there talked with Mr. Bradford, 
and Dr.'Farrar, bifhop of St. David's, then prifoners. 
Then he comforted them, and they pfaifed God for his 
happy deliverance. He went by Winchefter's houfe, 
and there took boat, and came to a friend's houfe in 
London, called William Banks, and tarried there one 
night. The next night hefhifted to another friend's 
houfe, and there he heard that fearch was made for him. 

Dr. Watfon. and Mr. Chriftopherfon coming to the 
bifhop of Winchefter, told him, that he had fet the 
greateft heretic in England at liberty, and one that . 
had of all others raoft corrupted the univerfity of 
Camhridge, namely, Dr. Sands. Whereupon the 
bifhop, being chancellor of England, fent for all the 
conftables of London, commanding them to watch for . 
Dr. Sands,- who. was- then within the city, and to ap- 
prehend him, and whofoever of them fhould take him 
and bring him to him, he fhould have five pounds for 
his labour. Dr. Sands fufpe&ing the matter, conveyed 
himfelf by night to one Mr. Berty's houfe, a ftranger, 
who was in the MaTfhalfea prifoner with him awhile; 
he was a good proteftant, and dwelt in Mark-lane. 
There he was fix days, and had one or two of his 
friends that repaired to him. Then he removed to one 
of his acquaintance in Cornhill ; he caufed his man 
Quinting to provide two geldings for him, minding on 
the morrow to ride into Effex, to Mr. Sands his father- 
in-law, where his wife was. 

At going to bed he found that a pair of hofe which 
he had newly bought were too long for him : he defired 
the good Woman of the houfe to fend for fomebody 
that could cut them two inches fhorter. The wife re- 
quired the boy of the houfe to carry them to the next 
taylor : which he accordingly did : and he chanced (or 
rather God fo provided) to go to the very perfon that 
firft made them, whofe name was Benjamin, a good 
proteftant in Birchin-lane ; and the boy defired him to 
cut the hofe. Said he, I am not thy matter's taylor. 
Said the boy, Becaufe you are our next neighbour, 
and my matter's tay lor dwelleth afar off, I came to you, 
being late in the night, for he mutt put them on betimes 
in the morning. Benjamin took the hofe, and looking 
upon them, knew his handy work, and faid, Thefe are 
not thy matter's hofe, they belong to Dir. Sands, I made 
them for him in the Tower. The boy confeffed it to 
be fo. Said, he, go to thy miftrefs, pray her to fit till 
twelve o'clock, and then I will bring the hofe and 
fpeak with the do&or for his good. ' 

At midnight the good wife of the houfe and Benja- 
min came to Dr. Sands's chamber : the good woman 
defired him not to be furprifed at their coming. He 
anfwered, Nothing can be amifs ; what God will, that 
fhall be done. Then Benjamin told him that he was 
the man that made his hofe, and by good chance they 
now came to his hands. God ufed the means, he might 
admonifh him of his danger, and advife him how to ef- 
cape it, telling him, that all the conftables of London, 
•whereof he was one, watched for him, and fome were 



fo greedily fet, they prayed him, if he took him, to let 
them have the carriage' of him to'the bilhop of Win- 
chefter, and he (hould have thefive pounds. It. is well 
known (quoth Benjamin) that your man hath provided 
two geldings, and that you intend to ride out at Aid- 
gate to-morrow morning, and there then you are fure 
' to be taken. Follow my advice, and by God's grace 
you fhall cfcape their hands. Let your man walk all 
the day to-morrow in the ftreet where your horfes ftand, 
booted and ready to ride. The good man's fervant of 
the houfe fhall take the horfes, and carry them to Bcth- 
nal-green. The good man fhall be booted, and follow 
after, as if he would ride. I will be here with you to- 
morrow about eight o'clock, it is both term and parlia- 
ment time, here we will break our fad, and when the 
ftreets are full, we will go forth. Look wildly, and if 
you meet your brother in the ftreets, fhun him' not, but 
outface him; and knowhim not. Accordingly Dr. Sands 
did, clothed like a gentleman in all refpeds, 'and looked 
wildly, as one that had been long kept in prifon out of 
the light. Benjamin carried him through Birchin- 
lane, and from one lane to another till lie came to 
Moregate. There they went forth until they came to 
Bethnal-green, where the horfes were ready, and Mr. 
Hurleftone to ride with him as his man. Dr. Sand* 
pulled on his boots, and taking leave of his friend 
Benjamin, with tears they kiffed each other : he put his 
hand in his purfe, and would have given Benjamin a 
great part of that little he had, but Benjamin would 
take none. Yet fince that, Dr. Sands remembered him 
thankfully. He rode that night to his father-in-law 
Mr. Sands, where his wife was : he had not been there 
two hours, hut it was told Mr: Sands, that there were 
two of the guard which would that night apprehend Dr. 
Sands, and fo they were appointed; 

Thatnight Dr. Sands was guided to an honeft farmer 
nearthe fea, where he tarried two days and two nights 
in a chamber without company. After that he fhiftcd 
to one James Mower, a fhipm'after, who dwelt at Mil- 
ton Shore, where he expected wind for the Englifh 
fleet ready into Flanders. While he was there, James 
Mower brought to him forty or fifty mariners, to whom 
he gave an exhortation ; they liked him fo well, that 
they promifed to die for it, before that he fhould be 
apprehended. 

The fixth of May, being Sunday, the wind ferved. 
He took his leave of his hoft and hoftefs, and went to- 
wards thefhip. In taking his leave of his hoftefs who 
was barren, and had been married eight years, he gave 
her a fine handkerchief and an old royal of gold in it, 
thanking her much, and faid, Be of good comfort, be- 
fore that one.whole year be paft, God fhall give you a 
child ; a boy. And it came to pafs, that that day- 
twelvemonth lacking one day, God gave hera fair fon. 

At the fhore Dr. Sands met with Mr. Ifaac, of Kent, 
who. had his eldeft fon there, who, upon the liking he 
had to Dr. Sands, fent his fon with him, who after- 
wards died in his father's houfe in Frankfort. Dr. 
Sands and Dr. Coxe were both in one fhip, being one 
Cockrel's fhip, and were within the kenning, when two 
of the guard came thither to apprehend Dr. Sands. 
They arrived at Antwerp, being bid to dinner by Mr. 
Locke. And at dinner time one George Gilpin, being 
fecretary to the Englifh houfe, and kinfinan to Dr. 
Sands, came to him, and rounded him in his ear, and 
faid, king Philip hath fent to make fearch for you, and 
to apprehend you. Hereupon they rofe from their 
dinner in great hafle, and went out of the gate leading 
toward Cleveland. They found a waggon,, and halting 
away, got fafe to Augfburg, in Cleveland, where Dr. 
Sands tarried fourteen days, and then travelled towards- 
Strafhurgh, where after he had lived'one year, his wife 
eametohim. He fell fick of a flux, which kept him. 
nine months, and brought him to death's door. He 
had a child which died of the plague. His wife at 
length fell into. a confumption, and died in his arms ; 
no. man had a more godly woman to^his wife. 

After this, Mr. Sampfon went away to Emanuel, a 
man fkilful in Hebrew. Mr. Grindal went into the 
country to learn the Dutch tongue. Dr. Sands ftilf 
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remained in Stralburgh, whole fupport was chiefly from 
one Mr. Ifaac, who loved him molt clearly, and was 
ever more ready to give than to leceivc. He gave him 
in that fpace above an hundred marks, which fum the 
faid Dr. Sands paid him again, and by his other gilts 
and friendfhip fhewed himfelf to be a thankful man. 
When his wife was dead, he went to Zurich, and there 
was in Peter Martyr's houfe for the (pace of five weeks. 
Being there, as they fat at dinner, word fuddenly came 
that queen Mary was dead, and Dr. Sands was fent for 
by his friends at Stralburgh. That news made Mr. 
Martyr, and Mr. Jarret then there, very joyful j but 
Dr. Sands could not rejoice, it fmotc into his heart that 
he fhould be called to mifery. 

Mr. Bullinger and the minifters fcafted him, and he 
took his leave and returned to Stralburgh, where he 
preached ; and fo Mr. Grindall and he came over to 
England, and arrived in London, the fame day that 
queen Elizabeth was crowned. 



The miraculous Prcfervation of (he Lady ELIZABETH, 
afterzoards Queen of England, from extreme Calamity 
and Danger of Lite, in the Time of Ouecn MARY, 
her Sifter. 

BU T when all hath been faid and told, whatfoever 
can be recited touching the admirable working of 
God's prefent hand in defending and delivering any one 
pcrfon out of thraldom, never was there fmce the me- 
mory of our fathers, any example to be fhewed, wherein 
the Lord's mighty power hath more admirably fhewed 
itfelfj to the glory of his own name, to the comfort of 
all good hearts, and to the public felicity of this whole 
realm, than in the miraculous efcape of the lady Eliza- 
beth, in the time of queen Mary, her lifter. 

In which ftory we firft have to confider in what ex- 
treme mifery, licknefs, fear, and peril her highnels was ; 
into what care, what trouble of mind, and what danger 
of death file -was brought : firfr, with great bands of 
armed men (and happy was he that might have the car- 
rying of her), being fetched up as the grcatett traitor in 
the world, clapped into the Tower, and again tolfcd 
from thence, and from houfe to houfe, from prifon to 
prifon, from port to pillar, at length alfo prifoner in 
her own houfe, and guarded with a fet of cut-throats, 
who ever gaped for the fpoil, whereby they might be 
fingering of fomewhat. 

Secondly, we have to confider again, all this notwith- 
ftanding, how ftrangely, or rather miraculoufly, (he was 
delivered from the danger, what favour and grace fhc 
found with the Almighty ; who, when all the help of 
man, and hope of recovery was palt, ftretched out his 
mighty protection, and preferved her highnels, and pla- 
ced her in her princely feat of rclt and quictnefs. 

In which ftory, if I fhould fet forth at large all the 
particulars and circumftances thereunto belonging, and 
as juft occafion of the hiftory requircth ; bclidc the im- 
portunate length of the ftory difcourfed, peradventure 
it might move offence to fornc, and truth might get me 
hatred. Yet notwithstanding I intend (by the grace of 
Chrift) therein to ufe fuch brevity and moderation, as 
both may be to the glory of God, the difcharge of the 
ftory, the profit of the reader, and hurt to none, fup- 
prelTirig the names of fornc, whom here although I could 
recite, yet I thought not to be more cruel in hurting 
their names, than the queen hath been merciful in par- 
doning their lives. 

Therefore now to enter into thedifcourfeof this tragi- 
cal matter, firft here is to be noted, that queen Mary, 
when fhc was firft queen, before fhc was crowned, would 
go no whither, but would have her by the hand, and 
fend for her to dinner and fupper; but after fhe was 
crowned fhe never dined or flipped with her, but kept 
her apart from her, &c. After this it happened imme- 
diately upon the rifing of fir Thomas Wyat (as before 
was mentioned) that the lady Elizabeth and lord Court- 
ney were charged with falfe fulpicion of fir Thomas 
Wyat's riling. Whereupon queen Mary, whether for 



that furmife, or for what other caufe I know not beimr 
oltendcd with the faid lady Elizabeth her lifter, at that 
time lying in her houfe at Alhbridge, the next day after 
the riling of Wyat, fent to her three of her counfellors 
to wit, fir Richard Southwell, fir Edward Haftings then 
mailer of the horfe, and fir Thomas Cornwallis,' with 
their retinue and troop of horfemen, to the number of 
two hundred and fifty, who at their fudden and unpro 
vided coming, found her at the fame time fiek in her 
bed, and very feeble and weak of body. 'Whither when 
they came, afcending up to her grace's chamber, they 
defired one of her ladies, whom they met, to declare to 
her grace, that there were divers come from the court 
who had a mcifage from die queen. 

Her grace having knowledge thereof, was right glad 
of their coming; however, being then very fick, and 
the night far (pent (which was at ten o'clock) fhe re- 
quefted them by the meffenger, that they would refort 
thither in the morning. To this they anfwered, that 
they mult needs fee her, and would fo do, in what cafe 
foever flic were. Whereat the lady being furprifed, 
went to fhew her grace their words, but they haftily 
following her, came ruffling as foon as fhe into her 
grace's chamber unbidden. 

At whofe fudden coming into her bed-chamber, her 
grace, being greatly amazed, faid unto them, Is the 
halte fuch that it might not have pleafed you to come 

They made anfwer, that they were right forry to fee 
her in that cafe j and I (faid fhc) am not glad to fee you 
here at this time of the night. Whercunto they an- 
fwered, That they came from the queen to do their 
mefflige and duty, which was to this effccT:, that the 
queen's pleafurc was, that fhe fhould be at London the 
feventh day of that prefent month. Whereunto ihe 
faid, Certainly no creature can be more glad than I to 
come to her majefty, being right forry that I am not in 
cafe at this time to wait on her, as you yourfclvcs do 
fee, and can teftify. 

Indeed we fee it true, faid they, that you do fay ; 
for which we are very forry. Although, we let you to 
undcrftand, that our commiffion is fuch, and fo ftrait- 
eneth us, that we mult needs bring you with us, cither 
alive or dead. Whereat flic being amazed, forrowfully 
faid, That their commiffion was very fore ; but yet not- 
withftanding flic hoped it would be othcrwifc, and not 
lb ftrait. Yes verily, faid they. Whereupon they call- 
ing for two phylicians, Dr.' Owen and Dr. Wendy, 
demanded of them whether (lie might be removed from 
thence with life, or no. Whofe anfwer and judgment 
was, that there was no impediment in their opinion to 
the contrary, but that fhc might travel without danger 
of life. 

In conclufion, they defired her to prepare againft the 
next morning, at nine o'clock to go with them, decla- 
ring that they had brought with them the queen's litter 
for her. After much talk, the meficngers declaring 
how there was no prolonging of times and days, de- 
parted to their chamber, being entertained as became 
their worfhips. 

The next morning, at the time prefcribed, they had 
her forth as fhe was, very faint and feeble, and in fuch 
cafe that fhc was ready to fwoon three or four times 
between them. What fhould I fpeak here, that cannot 
well be expreffed, what a heavy houfe there was, to be- 
hold the irreverend and doleful dealings of thefe men, 
but efpccially the fear and captivity of their innocent 
lady and miltrefs. 

Now to proceed in her journey from Afhbridge ; fick 
in the litter, fhe came to Redborne, where (he was 
guarded all night. From thence to St. Alban's, to fir 
Ralph Rowlet's houfe, where flic tarried that night, 
both feeble in body, and comfortlcfs in mind. From 
thence they palTed to Mr. Dod's houfe at Myms, where 
they alfo remained that night ; and fo from thence fhe. 
came to Ilighgatc, whcre'fhc being very fick, tarried 
i hat night and the next day. During which time of her 
abode, there came many purfiiivants and mefleii^crs 
from the court, but for what purpofe I cannot tell. 

I'rorn that place flic was conveyed to the court, where 
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by the way came to meet her many gentlemen toaccom- 
pany herhighnefs, who were very forry to fee her in 
that fituation, But efpecially a gi-eat multitude of peo- 
ple were Handing by the way, who then flocking about 
her litter, lamented and bewailed greatly her eftate. 
Now when fhe came to the court, her grace was there 
fhut up, and kept a clofe prifoner a fortnight, which 
was till Palm-Sunday, feeing neither king nor. queen, 
nor .lord, nor friend, all that time, but only the then 
lord chamberlain, Jir John Gage, and the vice-cham- 
berlain, which were attendant unto the doors. About 
which time fir William Sentlowe was called before 
(the council. To who.fe charge was laid, that he knew 
of Wyat's rebellion, which he ftoutly denied, pro- ; 
telling .that he was a true man both to God an" his 
prince, defying all traitors and rebels ; but being ' 
ftraitly examined, he was in conclufion committed to : 
the Tower. 

The Friday before Palm-Sunday, the bifhop of \ 
Wincbefter with nineteen others of the council (who 
ihall be here namelefs) came unto her grace from the 
.queen's majefty,. and burdened her with Wyat's con. 
fpiracy ; which fhe utterly denied, affirming that fhe 
■was altogether guiltlefs therein. They being not con- 
tented with this, charged her grace with bufine'fs made 
by fir Peter Carew, and the reft of the gentlemen of 
the Weft country : which alfo fhe utterly denying, 
cleared her innoc.ency. therein. 

In conclufton, after long debating of matters, they ' 
declared unto, her, that it was the queen's will and 
pleafur.e that fhe fhould go unto the Tower, while the j 
matter were further tried and examined. 

Whereat fhe being amazed, faid, that fhe trufted. the ; 
queen's majefly would be a more gracious.lady unto her, ■ 
and that her highnefs would not otherwife conceive of 
her but that fhe was a true woman ; declar.ingfurther- . 
more to the lords, that fhe was innocent .in all thofe 
matters wherein they had burdened her, and defired 
them therefore to be a further means to the queen her 
fifter, that fhe being a true woman in thought, word, . 
and deed, towards her majefly, might not be commit- 
ted to fo notorious and doleful a place ; prptefling 
that fhe would requeft no favour at her hand, if fhe ; 
Ihould be proved to have confented unto any fuch 
kind of matter as they laid unto her charge, and there- 
fore in fine defired their fordfhips ; to think of her what , 
Ihewas, andthat.fhe might not fo extremely be dealt 
withal for her truth. 

Whereunto the lords anfwered again, that there was 
no remedy, for that the queen's majefly was fully de- • 
terminedithat fhe fhould go unto the Tower. Where- 
with the lords departed, with .their caps hanging over 
their eyes. But not long after, within the fpace of 
an hour or a little more, came four of the aforefaid 1 
lords of the council, which were the lord treafurer, 
the bifhop of Winchefter, the lord fteward, the earl 
of SufTex, with the guard; who warding the next cham- 
ber to her, fecluded all her gentlemen and yeomen, J 
ladies and gentlewomen ; except that.for one gentle- 
man ufher, three gentlewomen, and two .grooms of 
her chamber, were appointed in their rooms, three 
other men of the queen's, and , three waiting .women to 
give attendance likewire upon .her, .that .none fhould 
have accefs to her grace. 

At which time there was an hundred .northern fol- 
diers in white coats, watching. and warding about the 
gardens all that night, and agceat fire being made in 
the midft of the hall, two certain . lords were watching 
there alfo with their band and company. 

Upon'Saturday. following, two'lord&of the councik, 
(the one was the earl of SufTex, the otherifhall be 
namelefs) came and certified her grace, that fhe muft 
go forthwith unto the Tower, the barge being prepar- 
ed for her, and the-tide now ready, which tarrieth for 
no.body. In heavy mood her grace rcquefted'the'lords 
that fhe might tarry another tide, trufting that the 
next would be better and more comfortable. But one 
of the lords replied, that weither time nor tide was to 
be delayed. 

And when her grace requefted him that fhe mightbe 
No. ,$8. 



fuffered to write to the queen's majefly, he-anfwered, 
that he durfl not permit that : adding, that in his 
judgment it would rather hurt, than profit her grace in 
fo doing. 

But the other lord, more courteous and favourable, 
(who was the earl of SufTex) kneeling down, told her 
grace that fhe fhould have liberty to write, and as he 
was a true man, he would deliver it to the queen's 
highnefs, and bring an anfwer of the fame, whatfo- 
ever came thereof. Whereupon fhe wrote, although 
fhe could in no cafe be fuffered to fpeak with the queen, 
to her great difcomfort, being no offender againft'thc 
queen's majefly. 

And thus the time and tide pafTed away for that fca- 
fon, they privily appointing all things ready that fhe 
fhould go die next tide, which fell about midnight ; but 
for fear fhe fhould be taken by the way, they durfl not. 
So they flayed till the next day, being Palm-Sunday, 
when about nine o'clock thefe two returned again, de- 
claring that it was time for her grace to depart. She 
anfwered, if there be no remedy, I muft be contented, 
willing the lords to go on before. Being come forth 
into the garden, fhe caft her eyes towards the window, 
thinking to fee the queen, which fhe could not. 
Whereat fhe faid, fhe marvelled much what the tiobi- 
lity ofthe realm meant, which in that fort would' Differ 
her to be led into captivity, the Lord knew whither,, 
for fhe did riot. In the mean time commandmcntwas 
given throughout London, that every one fhould keep 
the church, and carry their Palms, while in the mean 
feafon fhe might be conveyed without any concourfe 
of people to the Tower. 

After this, fhe took her barge with the two aforefaid 
lords, three ofthe queen's gentlewomen, and three of 
her own, her gentleman ufher, and two of her grooros 
lying and hovering upon the water a certain fpace, for 
that they could not fhoot the bridge, the bargemen 
being yery unwilling to fhoot the fame fo foon as they 
did, becaufe of the danger thereof : for the flcrn of 
the boat flruck upon the ground, the fall was fo great, 
and the water wasfo fhallow, that the hoat being un- 
der the bridge, there flayed again a while. At landing 
fhe firft flayed, and refufed to land at thofe flairs where 
all traitors and offenders cuflomably ufed to land, nei- 
ther could fhe well, unlefs fhe fhould go over her fhocs. 
The lords were gone out of the boat before, and afked 
why .fhe came not. One of the lords went back again 
to her, and /brought word fhe would not come. 

Then faid one of the lords, who fhall be namelefs, 
that fhe fhould not chufe ; and becaufe it did then rain, 
he effered to her his cloak, which fhe, putting it back 
.with her hand with a good dafh, refufed. So fhe com- 
ing out, having one foot upon the flairs, faid, Jlere 
landeth as true a fubjeel, being prifoner, as ever 
landed at thefe flairs : and before thee, O God, I 
fpeak it, having no other friends but thee alone. 

To whom the fame lord anfwered again, that if it 
.were fo, it was the bqttqr for her. At her landing there 
■was : a great multitude of their fervants and warders 
.Handing in their qrder. What needed all this, faid 
ihe? It is the ufe, faid fome, fo to be when any pri~ 
foner came thither. And if it be, quoth fhe, for my 
caufe, I befeech you that they may be difmiffed. 
Whereat the poor men kneeled down, and with one 
voice defired God to preferve her grace, who the 
next day were .releafed of their old coats. 

After this, paffing a little further, fhe fat down 
.updna cold ftone, and there refted herfclf. To whom 
the ilieutenant then being, faid, Madam, you were belt 
.to come -out of the rain, for you fit unwholfomcly. 
She then replying, anfwered again, It is better fitting 
,here", than in aworfe place; for.God knoweth, I know 
.not whither you will-bring me. With that her gentle- 
man ufher wept; fhe demanding of him what he meant 
:by ufing her fo uncomfortably, feeing fhe took him 
to be her. comfort, and not to difmay her, efpecially 
for that fhe knew her truth to be fuch, that no man 
fhould have caufe to weep for her. But forth fhe 
went into prifon. 

The doors were locked and bolted upon her, which 
8 F * greatly 
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greatly difcom forced and difmayed her grace. At which 
time flic called to her gentlewomen for her book, de- 
iiring God not to fuffer her to build her foundation upon 
the lands, but upon the rock, whereby all blafts of 
bluftcring weather fhould have no power againft her. 
The doors being thus locked, and flie clofe (hut up, 
rhe lords had great conference how to keep ward and 
watch, every man declaring his own opinion in that 
behalf, agreeing ftraitly and circumfpeclly to keep her. 

Then one of them, which was the lord ofSuffex, 
fwearing, faid, My lords, let us take heed, and do no 
more than our commiflion will bear us out in, whatfo- 
ever fhall happen hereafter. And further, let us confi- 
:dcr that Ihc was the king our mailer's daughter; and 
therefore let us ufe fuch dealing, that we may anfwer it 
hereafter, if it fhall fo happen; for juft dealing (quoth 
he) is always anfwerablc ; whereunto the other lords 
agreed that it was well faid of him, and thereupon 
departed. Being in the Tower, within - two days 
commandment was that fhe fhould have mafs within 
her houle. One Mr. Young was then her chaplain, 
and ^becaufe there were' none of her men fo well 
learned to help the prieft to fay mafs, the mafs flayed 
for that day. 

The next day two of her yeomen, who had gone 
Iong^to fchool before, and were learned, had two abcies 
-provided, and delivered them, fo that upon the abcies 
they fhould help the prieft. One of the faid yeomen, 
holding the abcie in his hand, pretending ignorance at 
Kyr'ic Eie\fon, fet the prieft, making as though he could 
anfwer no further. 

It would make a pitiful and a ftrange ftory, here by 
the way to touch and recite what examination and rack- 
ings of poor men there were to find out the knife that 
fliould cut her throat ; what gaping among my lords of 
the clergy, to fee the day wherein they might waftl their 
goodly white rochets in her innocent blood ; but efpe- 
cially the bifliop of Winchefter, Stephen Gardiner, then 
lord chancellor, who within five days after came unto 
her with divers others of the council, and examined her 
of the talk that was at Awbridge, between her and fir 
James Acrofr, concerning her removing from thence to' 
"Dunnington caftle, requiring her to declare what fhe 
meant thereby. 

At the firft (he being fo fuddenly afked, did not well 
remember any fuch houfc ; but within a while, well ad- 
vifing herfelf, flie faid, Indeed I do now remember that 
1 have fuch a place, but I never lay in it in all my life. 
And as for any that hath moved me thereunto, I do 
not remember. 

Then, to enforce the matter, they brought forth fir 
Tames Acroft. The bifliop of Winchefter demanded 
of her what (lie faid to that man. She: anfwered, 
that flic had little to fay to him, or to the reft that were 
then prifoners in the Tower : but, my lords, faid fhe, you 
do examine every mean prifoner of me, wherein me- 
thinks you do me great injury. If they have done evil, 
and offended the queen's majefty, let them anfwer to it 
accordingly. I befeech you, my lords, join not me in 
this fort with any of thefe offenders. And as concern- 
ing my going unto Dunnington caftle, I do remember 
that Mr. Hobby and mine officers, and you fir James 
Acroft, had fuch talk ; but what is that to the purpofe, 
my lords, but that I may go to mine, own houfes at all 

""■The lord of Arundel kneeling down, faid, Your grace 
faith true, and certainly we are very forry that we have 
troubled you about fo vain matters. She tben faid, 
My lords, you da fift me very narrowly : but well I am 
allured, you fhall not do more to me than God hath 
appointed ; and God forgive you all. 

At their departure, fir James Acroft kneeled down, 
declaring, he was forry to fee the day in which he fliould 
be brought as. a witnefs againft her grace. But I aflure 
your grace, faid he, I have been marvelloufly tolled and 
examined touching your highnefs, which, the Lord 
knowcth, is very ftrange to me: for I take God to re- 
cord, before all your honours, I do not know any thing 
of that crime that you have laid to my charge, and will 
thereupon take my death, if J fhould .be driven to fo 
ft net. = triai. 



That day, or thereabouts, divers of her own' officers 
who had made provifion for her diet, brought the fame 
to the outer gate of . the Tower, the common fafcal fol_ 
diers receiving it; which was no fmall grief unto the 
gentlemen, the bringers thereof. Wherefore they 'de- 
fired to fpeak with the lord-chamberlain, who was then 
conftable of the Tower. On coming into his prefence; 
they declared unto his lordfhip, that they were' much 
afraid to bring her grace's diet, and to deliver ir 'tb 
fuch common and defperate perfons as thofe who. re- 
ceived it, befeechirig his honour to confider her grace, 
and to give fuch order, that her viands might at all 
times be brought in by them, who had been appointed 
for that purpofe. Yea, firs, faid he, who appointed you 
this office? They anfwered, her 'grace's, council; 
Council, faid he, there is none of them which hath to 
do either in that cafe, or any thing elfc within this place; 
and 1 allure you, for that fhe is a prifoner, fhe fhall be 
ferved by the lieutenant's men,' as other the prifoners 
are. One of rhe gentlemen on this told him, that they 
trufted for more favour from hishands;/confideriiig her 
perfonage : and added; that they imagined the queen 
and her council would be better to her grace than fo ; 
and fliewed themfelves to be offended at the ungracious 
words of the lord-chamberlain refpe&ing their lady and 
miftrefs. 

On this he fwore by God, ftriking himfelf Upon the 
breaft, that if they did either frown or lhrug at him, he 
would fet them where they fliould fee neither fun nor 
moon. Thus taking their leave, they defired God to 
bring him into a better mind towards her grace, and 
departed from him. 

Upon which occafion, her grace's officers made great 
fuit unto the queen's council, that fome proper perfons 
might be appointed to bring her grace's diet unto her, 
and that it might no more be delivered by the common 
foldiers of the Tower : which being reafonably confi- 
dcred, was by them permitted ; and one of her gentle- 
men, her clerk of the kitchen, and her two purveyors, 
were- appointed to bring in her provifion once a day : 
the warders, however, continued to wait upon them on 
thefe occafions. 

The lord chamberlain himfelf being always with 
them, circumfpedlly and narrowly watched and fearched 
what they brought, and took care that they fhould have 
no talk with any of her grace's waiting fcrvants, and fo 
guarded them both in and out. At the faid fuit of her 
officers, were fent by the commandment of the council 
to wait upon her grace, two yeomen of her chamber, 
one of her robes, two of her pantry and ewry, one of 
her butterv, another of her cellar, two of her kitchen, 
and one of her larder, all which continued with her the 
time of her trouble. 

Here the conftable, being at the firft. not very well 
pleafed with the coming in of fuch a company againft 
his will, would have had his men flill to have ferved 
with her grace's men ; which her fervants would by no 
means fuffer, defiring his lordfhip to be contented, for 
that orders were given, that no ftranger fhould come 
within their offices. At- which anfwer being fore dif- 
pleafed, he broke out into thefe threatening words, Well, 
I will handle you well enough. Then hit went into the 
kitchen, and there would needs have his meat, roafted 
with her grace's, and faid, that his cook fliould come 
thither and drefs it. To that her grace's cook anfwered, 
My lord, I will never fuffer any ftranger to come about 
her diet, but her own fworn men, as long as I live. H<j 
faid they fhould. But the. cook faid, his lordfhip fhould 
pardon him for that matter. Thus did he trouble her 
poor fervants very grrevoufly ; though afterward he was 
othcrwifc advifedj and they were more courteoufly uleel 
at his hands. And good caufe why. . For . he had good 
cheer, and fared, of the beft, and her grace payed well 
for it. Wherefore he ufed hinfelf afterward more reve- 
rently toward her grace. _ , 
Having been a whole month there in clofe prilon, 
, . . .uneafy, fhe fent for the lord- 
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that (he felt herfelf not well. To which they anfwered, I 
that they were right forry that they could not fatisfy her 1 
grace's requelt, for that they had commandment to the | 
contrary, which they durft not in any wife break. She J 
then delired of them, if that could not be granted, that I 
ftie might but walk into the queen's lodging. No, nor j 
yet that,they anfwered, could by any means be obtained J 
without a further fu'it to the queen and her council. I 
Well, faid fhe, my lords, if the matter be fo hard that j 
they muft be fued unto for fo fmall a thing, and that 1 
friendihip be fo ftrict, God comfort me ; and fo they J 
departed, fhe remaining in her old dungeon ftill, with- j 
out any kind of comfort but only God. j 
The next day lord Chandois came unto her grace, j 
declaring unto her that he had applied to the council I 
for further liberty. Some of them confented thereunto, j 
divers others diffented, for that there were fo many 
prifoners in the Tower. But, in conclufion, they did. 
all agree that her grace might walk into thofe lodgings, 
fo that he and the lord chamberlain, and three of the 
queen's gentlewomen, did accompany her, the windows 
being fhut, and fhe not fuffered to look out at any of 
them : wherewith fhe contented herfelf, and gave him 
thanks' for his good-will in that behalf. 

Afterwards there was liberty granted to her grace to 
walk in a little garden; the doors and gates being fhut 
up, which was as much difcomfort to her as the walk in 
the' garden was pleafant and acceptable. At which times 
of her walking there, the prifoners on that fide were 
ftriclly commanded not to fpeak or look out of the 
windows into the garden, till her grace was gone out 
again, having their keepers waiting upon them for that 
time. Thus her grace with this fmall liberty contented 
herfelf in God, to whom be praife therefore. 

During this time, there ufed a little boy, a man's 
child in the Tower, to refort to their chambers, and 
many times to bring her grace flowers ; which he like- 
wife did to the other prifoners confined there. Where- 
upon fome evil and fulpicious perfons, thinking to make 
fomcthing out of this, on a time called the child unto 
them, promifing him figs and apples, and afking him 
when he had been with the earl of Devonfhire, not ig- 
norant of the child's often vifiting him. The boy an- 
fwered, that he would go by and by thither. Further, 
they demanded of him, when he was with the lady 
Elizabeth's grace. He anfwered, every day. They 
then afked him what the lord of Devonfhire fent by 
him to her grace. The child faid, I will go know what 
he will give to carry to her. Such was the difcrction 
of the child, though only four years of age. This fame 
is a crafty boy, faid the lord-chamberlain. How fay 
you, my lord Chandois ? I pray you, my lord, faid the 
boy, give me the figs you promifed me. No marry, 
anfwered he, thou (halt be whipped if thou come any 
more to the lady Elizabeth, or the lord Courtney. 
The boy anfwered, I will bring my lady my miflrefs 
more flowers. Whereupon the child's father was com- 
manded to permit the boy to come no more up into 
their chambers. 

The next day as her grace was walking in the garden, 
the child peeping in at a hole in the door, called unto 
her, Miftrefs, I can bring you no more flowers. At 
which fhe fmiled, but faid nothing, underftanding there- 
by what they had done. Wherefore the chamberlain 
highly rebuked his father afterwards, and commanded 
him to put the child out of the houfe. Alas, poor in- 
fant ! faid the father. It is a crafty knave, faid the 
lord-chamberlain ; let me fee him here no more. 

The fifth day of May, the conftable of the Tower was 
difcharged from his office, and one fir Henry Benificld 
placed in his room, a man unknown to her grace, and 
therefore the more feared ; which fudden alteration 
occafioned her no fmall furprize. He brought with 
him an hundred foldiers in blue coats, wherewith fhe 
was marvelloufly difcomforted, and demanded of fuch 
as were about her, whether the lady Jane's fcaffbld were 
taken away or not, fearing, by reafon of their coming, 
left fhe fhould have played her part. To whom anfwer 
was made, that the fcaffbld was taken away, and that flie 
need not be apprehenfive of any fuch tyranny ; for God 
3 



would not fuffer any fuch treafon againft her perfon. 
Wherewith being contented, but not altogether fatisfied, 
flie afked what fir Henry Benifield was, and whether he 
was of that confeience, or no, that if her murdering 
were fecrctly committed to his charge he would fee the 
execution thereof. 

She was anfwered, that they were ignorant what man- 
ner of man he was; However they perfuaded her that 
God would not fuller fuch wickednefs to proceed. Well, 
quoth flie, God grant it be fo. For thou, O God, 
. can ft mollify all fuch tyrannous hearts, and difappoint 
. all fuch cruel purpofes ; and I befeech thee to hear me 
thy creature, who am thy fervant, and at thy command- 
ment, trufting by thy grace ever fo to remain. 

About which time it was fprcad abroad, that her 
grace fhould be carried from thence by this new jolly 
capcain and his foldiers ; but whither it could not be 
learned. Which was unto her a great grief, efpecially 
for that fuch a company was appointed for her guard, 
requefting rather to continue there ftill, than to be 
led thence by fuch a fet of rafcals. At laft, plain an- 
fwer was made by the lord Chandois, that there was no 
remedy, but from thence fhe muft needs depart to the 
manor of Woodftock, as he thought. Being demanded 
by her, for what caufe; For that, quoth he, the Tower 
is like further to be furnifhed. She being delirous to 
know what he meant thereby, demanded wherewith. 
He anfwered, with fuch matter as the queen and coun- 
cil were determined in that behalf, whereof he had no 
knowledge ; and fo departed. 

In conclufion, on Trinity Sunday, being the nine- 
teenth day of May, fhe was removed from the Tower, 
the lord treafurer being there for the lading of her carts, 
and difcharging the place of the fame, where fir Henry 
Benifield (being appointed her jailor) received her with 
a company of rake hells to guard her, befides the lord 
of Darby's band, waiting in the country about for the, 
moon-fhine in the water. Unto whom at length came 
my lord of Tame, joined in commiffion with the faid 
fir Henry, for the fafe guiding of her to prifonj and 
they together conveyed her grace' to Woodftock, as 
hereafter followeth. 

The firft day they conducted her to Richmond, where 
flie continued all night, being deprived of her ewn men 
which were lodged . in out-chambers, and fir Henry 
Benifield's foldiers were appointed in their rooms to give 
attendance on her perfon. Whereat fhe being marvel- 
loufly difmayed, thinking verily fome fecret mifchicf to 
be working towards her, called her gentleman ufher, 
and defired him with the reft of his company to pray 
for her, for this night, faid fhe, I think to die. Where- 
with he being ftruck to the heart, faid, God forbid that 
any fuch wickednefs fhould be intended againft your 
grace. So comforting her as well as he could, at laft 
he burft out into tears, and went from her down into 
the court, where were walking the lord of Tame, and 
lir Henry Benifield. 

Then he coming to the lord of Tame (who had prof-.' 
fcrcd him much friendfhip) defired to fpeak a word or 
two with him. Unto whom he familiarly faid, he would 
with all his heart. Which when fir Henry, ftanding 
by, heard, he afked what the matter was. To whom 
the gentleman ufher anfwered. No great matter, fir, but 
to fpeak with my lord a word or two ; 

Then when the lord of Tame came to him, he fpake 
on this wife, My lord, quoth he, you have been always 
my good lord, and fo I befeech you to remain. The 
caufe why I come to you at this time, is to defire your 
honour unfeignedly to declare unto me whether any 
danger is meant towards my miftrefs this night, or not, 
that I and my poor fellows may take fuch part as {hall 
pleafc God to appoint : for certainly we will rather die, 
than flie fhould fecretly and innocently mifcarry. Mar- 
ry, faid the lord of Tame, God forbid that any fuch 
wicked purpofe fhould be wrought ; and rather than it 
fhould be fo, I with my men are ready to die at her 
feet alfo : and fo (praifed be God) they paffed that dole- 
ful night, with no little heavinefsof heart. 

Afterwards paffing over the water at Richmond, going 
towards Windfor, her grace efpied certain of her poor 
fervants 
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fervants ftanding on the other fide, which were very 
dcfirous to lee her. Whom when Ihe beheld, turning 
to one of her men ftanding by, (he faid., Yonder I fee 
certain of my men : go to them and fay thefe words 
from me, Tanqimm ovis, that 'is, Like a fheep to the 

So fhe parting forward to Windfor, lodged that night 
in the dean of Windfor's houfe, a place more meet for 
a prielt than a princefs. 

And from thence her grace was guarded and brought 
the next night to Mr. Dormer's houfe, where much 
people ftanding by the way, fome prefented to her one 
gift, and fome another, fo that fir Henry was greatly 
moved therewith, and troubled the poor people very 
lore, for fhewing their loving hearts in fuch a man- 
ner, calling them rebels and traitors, with fuch like 
vile words. 

Befides, as fhe paffed through the villages, the 
townfmen rang the bells, as being joyful of her com- 
ing, thinking indeed that it had been otherwife than 
it was, as the fequcl proved after to the faid poor men. 
For immediately the laid, lir Henry hearing the fame, 
font his foldiers thither, who apprehended fome of the 
ringers, fetting them in the flocks, and otherwife 
. uncourteoufiy mifuiing fome others for their good 
wills. 

On the morrow, her grace pafiing from Mr. Dor- 
mer's (where was for the time of her abode there, a 
ftricT: watch kept), came to my lord of Tame's houfe, 
where fhe lay all night, being very princely entertained 
both by knights and ladies, gentlempn and gentlewo- 
men. Whereat fir Henry Benifield grumbled, and was 
highly offended, faying unto them, that they could not 
tell what they did, and were not able to anfwer their 
doings in that behalf, letting them to underftand, that 
fhe was the queen's prifoner, and no otherwife; advifing 
them therefore to take heed and beware of after-claps. 
Whereunto the lord of Tame anfwered in this wife j 
That he was well advifed of his doings, being joined 
in commilfion as well as he, adding with warrant, that 
her grace might and fhould, while in his houfe, be 
merry. 

The next day, as fhe fhould take her journey from 
Richmond towards Woodftock, the lord of Tame with 
another gentleman being at tables, playing, and drop- 
ping vie crowns, the lady Elizabeth palling by, ftayed, 
and faid fne would fee the game played out, which fir 
Henry Benifield would fcarce permit. The game run- 
ning long about, and they playing drop vie crowns, 
Come on, faith he ; 1 will tarry, faith fhe, and will fee 
this game out. 

After this, fir Henry Benifield went up into a cham- 
ber, where was appointed for her grace a chair, two 
cufhions, and a foot carpet, very fair and prince-like, 
wherein prefumptuoufly he fat, and called one Barwick, 
his man, to pull off his boots. Which as foon as it 
was known among the ladies and gentlemen, every one 
mufed thereaty and laughed him to fcorn, obferving 
his indifcreet manners in that behalf, as they might 
very well. 

When fupper was done, he called my lord, and 
willed him that all the gentlemen and ladies fhpuld 
withdraw themfelves every -pne to his lodging, mar- 
velling much that he would permit there fuch a large 
company, conftdering the great charge he had com- 
mitted to him. 

Sir Henry, quoth my lord, content yourfelf, all {hall 
be avoided, your men and all. Nay, my foldiers, 
quoth fir Henry, fhall watch all night. The lord of 
Tame anfwered, There is no need. Well, faid he, 
need or need not, they fhall fo do, miftrufting per- 
haps the company, which God knoweth was without 
caufe. 

The next day her grace took her journey from thence 
to Woodftock, where Ihe was inclofed, as before in the 
Tower of London, the foldiers guarding both within 
and without the walls, every day, to the number of 
lixty ; and in the night without the walls forty, during 
the time of her imprifonmcnt there. 

At length Ihe had gardens appointed for her to walk 



in, which was very comfortable to her grace. But al- 
ways when fhe recreated herfelf therein, the doors were 
fait locked up, in as ftri& a manner as they were in 
the Tower, being at leaft five or fix locks between her 
lodging and her walks ; fir Henry himfelf keeping the 
keys, and trufting no man therewith. Whereupon Ihe 
called him her jailor ; and he kneeling down, defired 
her grace not to call him fo, for he was appointed there 
to be one of her officers. From fuch officers (quoth 
fhe) good Lord deliver me. 

And now by the way, as digreffing, or rather refrelh- 
ing the reader, if it be lawful in fo ferious a ftory to 
recite a matter incident, and yet not impertinent to the 
fame ; occafiori here movcth, or rather inforceth me to 
-touch briefly what happened in the fame place and 
time, by a certain merry conceited . man, being then 
about her grace: who obferving the ftricl and ftrange 
keeping of his lady and miftrefs, by the faid fir Henry 
Benifield, with fo many locks and doors, with fuch a 
watch and guard about her, as was ftrange and won- 
derful, efpied a goat in the ward where her grace was ; 
and whether to refrelh her oppreffed mind, or to notify 
her ftrait handling by fir Henry, or elfe both, he took 
it upon his neck, and followed her grace therewith as 
file was going into her lodging. 

Which when fhe faw, fhe afked him what he would 
dp with it, defiting him to let it alone. The man an- 
fwered, No, by St. Mary (if it pleafe your grace), will 
I not; for I cannot tell whether he be one of the queen's 
friends or not. I will carry him to fir Henry Benifield' 
(God willing) to know what he is : fo leaving her grace, 
he went with the goat on his neck, and carried it to fir 
Henry : who when he faw him coming with it, alked 
him, half angrily, what he had there. 

Unto whom the man anfwered, faying, Sir, I cannot 
tell, what he is. I pray you examine him, for I found 
him in the place where my lady's grace was walking, 
and what talk they have had I cannot tell. For I under- 
ftand him not, but he fhould feem to me to be fome 
ftranger, and 1 think verily a Wellhman, for he hath a 
white frize coat on his back. And forfomuch as I be- 
ing the queen's fubjedt, and perceiving the ftrid charge 
committed to you, that no ftranger fkould have accefs 
to her without fuffieient licence, I have here found a 
ftranger ( what he is I cannot tell) in the place where 
her grace was walking: and therefore for the neecfiary 
difcharge of my duty, I thpught it good to bring the 
faid ftranger to you, to examine as you fee caufe ; and 
fo he fet him down. At this fir Henry feemed much 
difpleafed, and faid, Well, well, you will never leave 
this gear, I fee; and fo they departed. 

Now to return to the matter from whence we have 
digreficd, after her grace had been there a time, fhe 
applied to the counfel for leave to write to the queen. 
This at laft was permitted: fo fir Henry Benifield 
brought her pen, ink, and paper ; and 'ftanding by her 
while fhe wrote (which he ftrictly obferved), ihe being 
fpmetimes weary, he would carry away her letters, and 
bring them again when Ihe called for them. When 
fhe had fmilhcd, he would fain have been meffenger to 
the queen with the fame. Whofe requeft her grace 
denied, faying, One of her own men Ihould cany 
them, and that fhe would neither truft him, nor any 
of his with them. 

Then he anfwered .again, faying, None of them durlt 
be fo bold (he thpught) as tp carry her letters for her 
in her prefent fituation. Yes, faid fhe, I am affured 1 
have none fo dilhoneft as to, deny my requeft in that be- 
half, but will be as willing to ferve me jiaw as before- 
Well, faid he, my commilfion is to the catrirary, and 1 
may not fo fuffer it. Her grace replying again, faid, 
You charge me very often with your commilfion. 1 
pray God you may juftly anfwer the. cruel dealings you 
ufe towards me. 

Then he kneelingidown, defired her.grace to think ana 
canfider how he was a fervant, and ; put in tr.uft there by 
the queen .to. ferve her majefty ; protefting, that if the 
safe were her's, he would as willingly ferve her grace, 
as now he did the queen's bighnefs. For which anhvd 
her grace thanked him, defiring God that lhe nut? 11 
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never have need of fuch fervants as he was ; declaring 
further to him, that his doings towards her were not 
good nor a'nfvverable, but more than all the friends 
he had would ftand by. 

To whom fir Henry replied, and faid, that there 
was no remedy but his doings muft be anfwered, 
and fo they ftiould, .trufting to make good account 
thereof. The caufe which moved her grace fo to 
fay, was, for that he would not permit her letters 
to be carried four or five days after the writing 
thereof. But in fine he was content to fend for her 
gentleman from the town of Woodftock, demanding of 
him whether he durft enterprife the carriage of her 
grace's letters to the queen, or no : and he anfwered, 
Yealir, that I will with all my heart. Whereupon fir 
Henry, half againft his ftomach, took them unto him. 

Then about the eighth of June came down Dr. Owen 
and Dr. Wendy, fent by the queen to her grace, for 
that fhe Was fickly ; who miniftering to her, and letting 
her blood, tarried there and attended on her grace five 
or fix days. Then file being well amended, they returned 
again to. the court, making their good report to the 
queen and council of her grace's behaviour and humi- 
lity towards the queen's highnefs. Which her majefty 
hearing, took very thankfully ; but the bifliops repined 
thereat, looked black in the mouth, and told the queen, 
they marvelled much that (he fubmitted not herfelf to ■ 
her majefty's mercy, confidering that (he had offended 
her highnefs* 

About this time, her grace was requefted by a fecret 
friend, to fiibmit herfelf to the queen's majefty, which 
would he well taken, and to her great quiet and advan-. 
tage. Unto whom flie anfwered, that the would never 
fubmit herfelf to them whom (he never offended. For 
(quoth fhe) if I have offended and am guilty, I then 
crave no mercy, but the law, which I am certain I 
ftiould have had before this, if it could be proved 
by me. For I know myfelf (I thank God) to be out of 
the danger thereof, wilhing that I were as clear out of 
the peril of my enemies, and then I am allured I 
fliould not be fo locked and bolted up within walls and 
doors as I am. God give them a better mind when 
it pleafeth him. 

About this time there was a great confutation among 
the bifliops and gentlemen, touching the marriage 
of her grace, which fome of the Spaniards wiflied to 
be with fome ftranger, that flie might go out of 
the realm with her portion; fome faying one thing, 
and fome another. 

A lord (who (hall be here namelefs) being there, at 
laft faid, That the king fliould never have any quiet 
common-wealth in England, unlefs . her head were 
fevered from her flioulders. Whereunto the Spaniards 
anfwered, faying, God forbid that their king and matter 
ftiould have that mind to confent to fuch a mifchief. 

This was the courteous anfwer of the Spaniards to 
the Engliflimen, fpeaking after that fort againft their 
own country. From that day the Spaniards never left 
off their good perfuafions to the king, that the like 
honour he ftiould never obtain, as he fliould in deliver- 
ing the lady Elizabeth's grace out of prifon ; whereby 
at length flie was happily releafed from the fame. Here 
is a plain and evident example of the good clemency 
and nature of the king and his qounfcllors toward hex- 
grace (praifed be God therefore), who moved their 
hearts therein. Then hereupon flie was fent for fliortly 
after to come to Hampton-Court. 

But before her removing away from Woodftock, we 
will ftay a little to declare in what dangers her life was, 
during the time (he remained there : firft through fire, 
which began to kindle between the boards and ceiling 
under the chamber where (he lay, whether by a fpark 
pf fire getting accidentally into a crevice, or whether 
for the purpofe by fome that meant her np good, the 
Lord doth know. Ncverthelefs a worfliipful knight of 
Oxfordftiire, which was there joined the fame time with 
fir Henry Benifield in keeping that lady,(who then took 
up the boards and quenched the fire) verily fuppofed it 
to be done for the purpofe. 
No. 59. 



Furthermore it is thought, and affirmed. (for truth) 
of one Paul Penny, the keeper of Woodftock, a 
notorious ruffian, and a butcherly wretch, that he 
was appointed to affaffinate the faid lady Elizabeth t 
who both favv the man being oftea in her fight, and 
alfo knew thereof. 

Another tim.e, one of the privy chamber, a great man 
about the queen, and chief darling of Stephen Gardi- 
ner, named James Baffet, came to Blandenbridge, a 
mile from Woodftock, with twenty or thirty privy 
coats, and fent for fir Henry Benifield to come and 
fpeak with him. But as God would, who difpofeth all 
things according to his own will, fo it happened, that a 
little before, the faid fir Henry Benifield was fent for 
by port to the council, leaving ftrict. word behind him 
with his brother, that np man, whofoevcr he were, 
though coming with a note of the queen's hand, or any 
other warrant, fliould have accefs to her before his 
return again. By rcafon whereof it fo fell out, that 
Mr. Benifield's brother, coming to him at the bridge, 
would fuller him in no cafe to come in, who othcrwife 
(as is fuppofed) was appointed violently to murder the 
innocent lady. 

In the life of Stephen Gardiner we declared before, 
how that the lady Elizabeth being in the Tower, a writ 
came down, fubferibed with certain hands of the coun- 
cil for her execution : which if it were certain, as it is 
reported, Winchefter (no doubt) was devifer of that . 
mifchievous drift : and doubtlefs the fame Ahithophel 
had brought his impious purpofe that day to pafs, had 
not the fatherly purpofe of Almighty God (tared up 
Mr. Bridges, lieutenant the fame time of the Tower, to 
come in hafte to the queen to give certificate thereof, 
and to know further her confent touching her lifter's 
death. Whereupon it followed, that all that device 
was difappointed, and Winchefter's devilifti platformj 
which he faid he had caft, through the Lord's great 
goodnefs came to no effedt. 

There moreover is to be noted, that during the im- 
prifonment of this lady and princefs, one Mr. Edmund 
Tremaine was on the rack, and Mr. Smithwike, and 
others in the Tower were examined, and divers offers 
made to them to accufc the guiklefs lady, being in her 
captivity. Howbeit, all that notwithstanding, no mat- 
ter could be proved by all examinations, as flie the 
fame time lying at Woodftock had certain intelligence 
by the means of one John Gayer ; who under a colour- 
able pretence of a letter to Mrs. Cleve from her father, 
was let in,, and fo gave them fecretly to underftand of 
all this matter. Whereupon the lady Elizabeth, at her 
departing out from Woodftock, wrote thefe lines 
with her diamond in a glafs window : 
Much fufpected by me ; 
Nothing proved can be. 

Quoth Elizabeth, Prifoner. 

And thus much touching the troubles of lady Eliza- 
beth, at Woodftock. Whereunto this is more to be 
added, that during the fame time, the lord of Tame had 
laboured to the queen, and became furety for her, to 
have her from Woodftock to his houfe.and had obtained 
a grant thereof. Thereupon preparation was made ac- 
cordingly, and all things ready in expectation of her 
coming. But through the procurement cither of Mr. 
Benifield, or by the advice ofWinchefter her mortal 
enemy, letters came overnight to the contrary; whereby 
her journey was flopped. 

Thus this worthy lady, oppreffbd with continual for- 
row, could not be permitted to have recourfe to any 
friends lhc had, but (till in the hands of hcreiumies was 
left defolate, and utterly deflitute of all that might refrcfli 
a doleful heart, fraught full of terror and thraldom. 
Whereupon no marvel if (lie hearing upon a time, out 
of her garden at Woodftock, a certain milkmaid finging 
pleafantly, wiflied herfelf to be a milkmaid as (he was, 
faying that her cafe was better, and life more merry 
than her's, in that ftate as (he was. 

Now after thefe things thus declared, to proceeJ fur- 
ther there where we left before, fir Henry Benifield and 
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his foldiers, with the lord of Tame, and fir Ralph 
Chamb'crlinc, guarding and waiting upon her, the firft 
riight from Woodftock flic came to Ricot. In which 
journey fiich a mighty wind did blow, that her feryants 
were fain to hold down her cloaths about her : infomuch 
that her hood was twice or thrice blown from her head. 
Thereupon (he defiringto return to a certain gentleman's 
lioufe there near, Could not be fuffered by fir Henry 
Benifield fo to do, but was conftraincd under an hedge 
to trim her head as well as flic could. 

After this, the next day they journeyed to Mr. Dor- 
mer's, and fo to Golbrokc, where file lay all that night 
at the George, and by the way coming to Colbroke, 
certain of her grace's gentlemen and yeomen met hef, 
to the number of thrcefcore, much to all their comforts, 
who had not fcen her grace for a long time before : not- 
withltariding they were commanded in the queen's name 
immediately to depart the town, to both their's, and hef 
grace's no little hcavmefs, who could not be fuffered 
once to fpeak wich them. So that night all her men 
were taken from her, faving her gentleman-ufher, three 
gentlewomen, two-grooms, and one of her wardrobe, 
the foldiers watching and warding about the houfe, and 
Ihe clofe fhut up within her prifon. 

The next day following, her grace entered Hampton- 
Court on the back-fide into the prince's lodging ; the 
doors being {hut upon her, and Ihe guarded with foldiers 
as before, lay there a fortnight at leaft, before any had 
recourfe unto her : at length came the lord William 
Haward, who ufed her grace honourably. Whereat ihe 
took much comfort, and rcquefted him to be a means 
that Ihe might fpeak with fome of the council. To 
whom not long after came the bifhqp of Winchefter, 
and the lord of Arundel, the lord of Shrewfbury, fecre- 
tary Peter, who with great humility humbled themfel.ves 
to her grace. She again likewife faluting them, faid, 
My lords, I am glad to fee you j for methinks I have 
been kept a great while from you defolote and alone. 
Wherefore I would defire you to be a means to the king 
and queen, that I may be delivered from prifon, 
wherein I have been kept a long time, as to you my 
lords is well known. 

When Hie had fpoken, Stephen Gardiner, the bifhop 
of Winchefter, kneeled down, and requefted that fhe 
would fubmit herfelf to the queen's grace, and in fo 
doing he had no doubt but that her majefty would be 
good to her : fhe made anfwer, That rather than fhe 
would fo do, fhe would lay in prifon. all the days of her 
life ; adding, that Ihe craved no mercy at her majefty's 
hand, but rather defired the law, if ever Ihe did offend 
her majefty in thought, word, or deed : and befides this, 
in yielding (quoth Ihe) I fhould fpeak againft myfelf, 
and confefs myfelf to be an offender, which I never was 
towards her majefty, by occali on whereof the king and 
queen might ever hereafter conceive of me an evil opi- 
nion : and therefore I fay, my lords, it were better for 
mc to lie in prifon for the truth, than to be abroad and 
ilifpected by my prince. And fo they departed, pro- 
mifing to declare her meffage to the queen. 

On the next day the bifliop of Winchefter came again 
unto her grace, and kneeling down, declared that 
the queen' marvelled that file would fo ftontly ufc 
herfelf, not confeffing that file had offended : fo that 
it fhouldTeem that the queen's majefty had wrongfully 
imprifoned her grace. 

Nay, quoth the lady Elizabeth, it may pleafc her to 
pimifii me as fhe thinketh good. 

Well, quoth Gardiner, her majefty willeth me to tell 
you,, that vou muft tell another talc before that you be 
let at liberty. 

Her grace anfwered, that fhe had as foon be in prifon 
with honelty and truth, as to be abroad, fufpected by 
her majefty ; and this that I have faid, I willftand unto, 
lor I will never belie myfelf. 

Winchcller again kneeled down, and faid, Then your 
grace hath the advantage of me and other lords for your 
wrong and long imprifonment. 

What advantage I have (quoth file) you know; taking 
God to record, 1 feck no advantage at your hands for 
' your fo dealing with me, but God forgive you and me 



alfo. With that the reft kneeled, defiring her grace 
that all might be . forgotten, and fo departed, Ihe 
being fall locked up again. 

A feven-night after the queen fent for her grace 
at ten o'clock at night to fpeak with her: for fhe 
had not feen her for two years before. Yet for all 
that, Ihe amazed at the fuddennefs of the meffage, 
thinking it had been worfe than afterwards it proved' 
deli red her gentlemen and gentlewomen to pray for 
her, for that fhe could not tell whether ever fhe 
fhould fee them again or no. 

At which time fir Henry Benifield with Mrs. Clareri- 
cius coming in, her grace was brought into the garden, 
unto a flairs foot that went into the queen's lodging, her. 
grace's gentlewomen waiting Upon her, her gentleman- 
ufher, and her grooms going before with torches 
where her gentlemen and gentlewomen being com- 
manded to flay, all faving one woman, Mrs. Claren- 
cius conducted her to the queen's bed-chamber where 
her majefty was. 

At the fight of whom her grace kneeled down, and 
defired God td preferve her majefty, not miftrufting 
but that fhe fhould prove herfelf as true a fubject 
towards her majefty as ever any did, and defired her 
majefty even fo to judge of her ; and faid, that fhe 
fhould not find her to the contrary, whatfoever re- 
port othervvife had gone of her. 

To whom the queen anfwered, You will not 
confefs your offence, but ftand ftoutly to your truth ; 
I pray God it may fo fall out. 

If it doth not, (quoth the lady Elizabeth) I re- 
queft neither favour nor pardon at your majefty's 
hands. Well, (faid the queen) you ftiffly ftill perfevere 
in your truth. Belike you will not confefs but that 
you have been wrongfully punifhed. 

I muft not fay fo (if it pleafe your majefty) to you. 
Why then (faid the queen) belike you will to others. 
No, if it pleafe your majefty (quoth fhe) I have borne 
the burden, and muft bear it. I humbly befeech your 
majefty to have a good opinion of me, and to think me 
to, be your true fubjedt, not only from the beginning 
hitherto, but for ever, as long as life lafteth : and fo 
they departed with very few comfortable words of the 
queen, in Englifh : but what fhe faid in Spanifli, God 
knoweth. It was thought that king Philip was there 
behind a cloth, and not feen, and that he ftiewed him- 
fclf a very great friend in that matter, &c. 

Thus her grace departing, went to her lodging again, 
and that day feven-night was releafed of fir Henry Be- 
nifield her gaoler (as file termed him), and his foldiers, 
and fo her grace being fet at liberty from imprifonment 
went into the country, and had appointed to go with 
her fir Thomas Pope, one of queen Mary's counfcllors, 
and one of her gentlemen-ufhers, Mr. Gage, and 
thus ftridtly was fhe looked after all queen Mary's 
time. And this is the difcourfe of her highnefs's im- 
prifonment. 

Then there came to Lamhevre, Mr. Jerningham 
and Mr. Noris, gentlemen-ufhers, queen Mary's men, 
who took away from her grace, Mrs. Aflily to the Fleet, 
and three other of her gentlewomen to the Tower; 
which thing was no little trouble to her grace, faying, 
that fhe thought they would fetch all away at the end. 
But God be praifed, fliortly after was fetched away 
Gardiner, through the merciful providenceof the Lord's 
goodnefs, by occafion of whofe opportune deceafe (as is 
partly touched in this ftory before) the life of this excel- 
lent princefs, and the wealth of England was prefcrved. 
For this is credibly to be fuppofed, that the faid wicked 
Gardiner, of Winchefter, had long laboured his wits.and 
to this only moft principal mark bent all his devices, 
to take this our happy and dear fovereign out of the 
way ; as both by his words and doings before notified, 
may fufficiently appear. 

But fuch was the gracious and favourable providence 
of the Lord, to the prefcrvation not only of her royal 
majefty, but alfo of the miferable and woful ftate oi 
this whole ifland, and poor fubjedts of the fame, where- 
by the proud platforms and peevifh practices of this 
wicked Ahithophcl prevailed not : but contrariwife. 
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both he and all the friares and traps of his pernicious 
council laid againft another, were turned to a net to 
catch himfelF, according to the proverb, "The mifchief 
he defigncd for another, fell upon his own head. " 

After the death of this Gardiner, followed the death 
alfo and drooping away of other her enemies, where by 
little and little her jeopardy decreafed, fear diminifhed, 
hope of comfort began to appear as oiit.of a dark cloud : 
and albeit as yet her grace had no full affurancc of per- 
fect fafety, yet more gentle entertainment daily did 
grow unto her, till at length in the month of November, 
and feventeenth day of the fame, three years after the 
death of Stephen Gardiner, followed the death of queen 
Mary. 

Although this hiftory following be not directly apper- 
taining to the former matter, yet the fame may here not 
unaptly be inferted, for that it doth difcover and fhew 
forth the malicious hearts of the papifts to the lady Eli- 
zabeth in the time of queen Mary her lifter, which is 
reported, by fundry honeft perfons, of unqueftionable 
credit. The matter whereof is this. 

Soon after the ftir of Wyat, and the troubles that hap- 
pened to the lady Elizabeth fc?r that caufe, it happened 
that one Robert Farrer, a haberdafher of London, dwell- 
ing near Newgate-market, in a certain morning was at 
the Rofe tavern, where chanced to meet him one Lau- 
rence Shiriff, grocer, dwelling alfo not far from thence ; 
they drinking together as good friends (as they had been 
for a long time before), Farrer being a little elevated, 
and not confidering who were prefent, began to talk at 
large againft the lady Elizabeth, and faid, That jilt 
hath been one of the chief doers in this rebellion of 
Wyat, and before all be done, fhe and all the heretics 
fhall well underftand it. Some of them hope that fhe 
lhall have the crown, but fhe and they (I truft) that fo 
hope, fhall hop hcadlefs, or be fried with faggots before 
ihe come to it. 

Laurence, the grocer, being fworn fervant to the lady 
Elizabeth, could no longer bear thefe fcandalous ex- 
preffions of his old acquaintance concerning his miftrefs, 
but faid to him, Farrer, I have loved thee as a neighbour, 
and have had a good opinion of thee, but in this I defy 
thee ; and I tell thee I am her grace's fworn fervant, and 
ihe is a princefs, and the daughter of a noble king, and 
it doth not become thee to call her a jilt ; and for thy fo 
faying, I fay thou art a knave, and I will, complain of 
thee. Bo thy worft, faid Farrer, for what I faid, 1 will 
fay again j and fo Shiriff went out of his company. 

Shortly after, the faid ShirifF, taking an honeft neigh- 
bour with him, went before the commiffioners to com- 
plain, who fat then at bifhop Bonner's houfe near St. 
Paul's, Bonner being then chief commiffioner, the lord 
Mordaunt, fir John Baker, Dr. Darbifhire, chancellor 
to the bifhop, Dr. Story, Dr. Harpsfield, and others, 
being prefent. 

Mr. Shiriff coming before them, declared the manner 
of Farrer's talk againft the lady Elizabeth. Bonner an- 
fwered, Perad venture you took him worfc than he 
meant. 

Yea, my lord, faid Dr. Story, if you knew the man as 
I do, you would fay there is not a better catholic, nor 
an honefter man in the city of London. 

Well, faid Mr. Shiriff, my lord, fhe is my gracious 
lady and miftrefs, and it is not to be fuffered that fuch 
a varlet as he is fhould call fo honourable a princefs by 
the name of jilt : and I faw yefterday at court that my 
lord cardinal Poole, meeting her in the chamber ofpre- 
fence, kneeled down on his knees and kifled her hand ; 
and I faw alfo that kingPhilip meeting her, made her 
fuch obeifance, that hisknee touched the ground t and 
then methinketh it weretoo much to fuffer fuch a varlet 
as this is, to call her jilt, and to wifh them to hop hcad- 
lefs that fhall wifh her grace to enjoy the poffeffion of 
the crown, when God fhall fend it unto her, as in the 
right of her inheritance. 

Yea j ftay there, quoth Bonner. When God fendeth 
it unto her, let her enjoy it. But truly (faid he) the man 
that fpakc the words that you have reported, meant 
nothing againft the lady Elizabeth your miftrefs, and no 
more do we : but he like an honeft and zealous man 



feared the alteration of religion, which every good man 
ought td fear: and therefore (faid Bonner), good man, 
go your ways home and report well of us to your 
miftrefs, and We will fend for Farrer and will rebuke 
him for his rdfh and indifcreet words, and we truft- he 
will not do the like again. Ahd thus Shiriff came 
away, arid Farrer hdd a flap with a fox's tail. 

Queen Mary, being. lorig lick before, upon the 17th 
day of November, in the year above mentioned, about 
three or four o'clock in the morning, yielded her life to 
nature, and her kingdorri to queen Elizabeth her fifter. 
Concerning whofe death, forhe fay that flic died of a 
tympany, ibme ( by her great fighing before her death ) 
fuppofed fhe died of thought and forrow. Whereupon 
her council feeing her fighing, and defirous to know 
the caufe, to the and they might the more readily mini- 
fter confolatidn unto her, feared, as they faid, that fhe 
took that thought for the king her hulband, who was 
gone from her. To whom fhe anfwering, faid, Indeed 
that may be one caufe, but that is not the greateft 
wound that pierceth my oppreffed mind; but what that 
"was, fhe would not exprefs to them. 

However afterward fhe opened the matter more 
plainly to Mr. Rife and Mrs. Clarenclus (if it be true 
what they told me, who heard it of Mr. Rife hitnfelf), 
who then being moft familiar with her, told her, that 
they feared fhe took thought for king Philip's departing 
from her. Not that only, faid fhe, but when I am dead 
and opened, you fhall find Calais lying in my heart, 
&c. And here is an end of queen Mary, and of her 
perfections. 

Of which queen this truly may be affirmed, and left 
in ftory for a perpetual memorial or epitaph, for all 
kings and queens that fhall fucceed her to be noted, 
That before her never was read in the hiftory of any 
king or queen of England, fince the time of king Lu- 
cius, under whom in time of peace, by hanging, behead- 
ing, burning, and imprifoning, fo much chriftian 
blood was fpilled, and fo many Englifhmcn's lives loft 
within this realm, as-under the faid queen Mary for the 
fpace of four years was to be feen, and I befcech 
the Lord never may be feen hereafter. 



A brief Declaration, Jbewing the unprofperous Succefs 
of Queen Mary in perfecting God's People, and hozv 
mightily God wrought agaiiijt her in all her Affairs. 

AS queen Mary during all her reign was fuch a vehe- 
ment adverfary againft the fincere profeffors of 
Chnft and his gofpel ; for which there be nvany who do 
highly magnify and approve her doings therein : to the 
intent therefore that all men may underftand, how the 
blcffing of God did not only not attend her proceed- 
ings, but contrariwife rather how his manifeft difpleafure 
ever wrought againft her, in plaguing both her and her 
realm, and fubverting all her counfels and attempts, 
whacfoever fhe took in hand, we' will beftow a little time 
• therein; to furvcy the whole courfe at" her actions, and 
cbnfider what.fuccefs fhe had in the fame. Which being 
well confidered, we (hall never find any reign of any 
prince in this land, or any other, which did ever fhew 
in it (for the proportion of time) fo many arguments of 
God's wrath and difpleafure, as were to be feen in the 
reign of this queen, whether we behold the fhortnefs of 
her time, or the unfortunate events of all her purpofes, 
who feemed never topurpofe any thing that came luckily 
to pafs, neither did any thing frame to her purpofc, 
whatfoever fhe took in hand touching her own private 
affairs. 

Of good kings we read in fcripture, in fhewing mercy 
and pity, in feeking God's will in his word, and fubvert- 
ing the monuments of idolatry, how God bleffed their 
ways, increafed their honours, and mightily profpered 
all thcic. proceedings, as we fee in king David, Solomon, 
Jofias, Jofaphat, Ezechias, with fuch others; Ma- 
naffes made the ftrccts of Jerufalem to fwim with 
the blood of his fubjedts ; but what came of it, the 
text doth tcftify. 
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Of queen Elizabeth, who now reigneth among us, . 
this we mutt needs fay, which we fee, that fhe in fparing 
the blood" not only of God's fervants, but alfo of God's 
enemies, hath doubled now the reign, of queen Mary 
her lifter, with fuch abundance of peace and profperity, 
that it is hard to fay, whether the realm of England 
felt more of God's wrath in queen. Mary's time, or of 
Go_d's favour and mercy in thefe bleffed days of queen 
Elizabeth. 

Gamaliel, fpeaking his mind in the council of the 
P.harifees concerning Chrift's religion, gave this reafon, . 
that if it were not of God, it could not ftand. ' So may 
it be faid of queen Mary and her Romifh religion, that 
if it were fo perfect and catholic as they pretcad, and 
the contrary faith of the gofpellers were fo deteftableand 
heretical as they make it ; how cometh it then, that this 
ib catholic a queen, fuch a neceffary pillar of his fpoufc 
the church, continued no longer, till fhe had utterly 
rooted out of the land this heretical generation ? yea, 
how chanced it rather, that Almighty God, to fpare 
thefe poor heretics, rooted out queen Mary fo foon from 
her throne, after fhe had reigned but only five years and 
live months? 

Further, how God bleffed her ways and endeavours 
in the-mean time, while flie thus perfecuted the true 
fcivants of God, remaineth to be difcuffed. Where 
this is fir ft to be noted, that when (he flirt began to ftand 
for the title of the crown, and yet had wrought no re- 
finance againft Chrift and his gofpel, but had promifed 
her faith to the Suffolk men, to maintain the religion 
left by king Edward her. brother, fo long God went with 
her, advanced her, and by the means of the gofpellers 
brought her to the poffeflion of the realm. But after 
that, the breaking her promife with God and man, began 
to take part with Stephen Gardiner, and had given over' 
her fupremacy to the pope, by and by God's ble'fling left 
her, neither did. any thing thrive well with her after- 
ward, during the time of her government. 

For firft, the greatcft and fincft ftiip fhe had, called 
Great Harry, was burnt; fuch a.veffcl as was not to be " 
matched in thefe parts of Europe. 

Then would fhe needs bring in king Philip, and by 
her ft range marriage with him,-K> make the whole realm ; 
of. England fubject to a Granger. And all that not- . 
withffanding, that lhe either did, or was able to do, 
ihe could not bring to pafs to fet the crown of England 
on his head. With king Philip came in the pope and 
his popifh mafs ; with whom alfo her purpofe was to 
rcftore again the monks and nuns to their places, 
neither lacked there any attempts to the utmoft of her 
power; and yet therein God rtopt her of her will, that it 
came not forward. After this, what a famine happened 
in her time here in her land ? The like whereof hath not 
been in England, infomuch that in fundry places her 
poor fubjects were forced to live upon acorns for want 
of corn. 

Furthermore where other kings are wont to be re- 
nowned by fome worthy victory and valour atchieved, 
Ictus now fee what valiant victory was gotten in this 
queen Mary's days. King Edward the Sixth, her bleffed 
brother, how many rebellions did he fupprefs in Devon- 
ihire, in .Norfolk, in OxforcUhirc, and elfewhcre? 
What a famous victory was got in his time in Scotland, 
by the Angular working (no doubt) of God's bleffed 
hand., rather than by any expectation of man ? King 
Edward the Third .-(.which was the eleventh king from 
the conqueft) by princely puiffance purchafed Calais 
unto England, which hath been keptEnglifh ever fince, 
till at length came queen Mary, the eleventh likewife 
from the laid king Etlward, who loft Calais from 
England again ; fo that the victories of this queen 
were very fmall, and what the loffes were let other men 

J Hitherto the affairs of queen Mary have had no great 
fuccefs, as you have heard : but never had any woman 
worfc fuccefs than lhe had in her childbirth. For fee- 
ing one of thefe two mult needs be granted, that either 
lhe was with child, or not with child; if fhe were with 
^child, why was it not fcen ? If lhe were not, how was 
all the realm deluded? And in the mean while, where 
were all the prayers, the folemn procelfions, the devout 



maffes of the catholic clergy ? Why did they not prevail 
with God, if their religion were fo godly as they pre- 
tend ? If their maffes indeed be able to fetch Chrift 
from heaven, and to reach down to purgatory ; how 
chanced it then they could not reach to the queen's 
chamber, to help her in her travail, if lhe had been with 
child indeed? If not, how then came it to pafs that 
all the catholic church of England did fo err, and was 
fo deeply deceived ? Queen Mary, after thefe manifold 
plagues and corrections, which might fufficiently admo- 
nilh her of God's disfavour provoked againft her, would 
not yet ceafe her perfecution, but ftill continued more 
and more to revenge her catholic zeal upon the Lord's 
faithful people, fetting fire to their poor bodies by dozens 
and half dozens. Whereupon God's wrathful indigna. 
tion, increafing more and more againft her, ccafed hot 
to touch her more near with private misfortunes and 
calamities. For after that he had taken from her the 
fruit of children (which chiefly and above. all things lhe 
defired), then he bereft her of that, which of all earthly 
things fhould have been her chief ftay of honour, and 
IfafFof comfort, that is, withdrew from her the affec- 
tion and company, even of her own hufband, by whofe 
marriage flie had promifed before to herfelf whole heaps 
of fuch joy and felicity ; but the omnipotent Governor 
of all things fo turned the wheel of her own fpinning 
againft her, that her high buildings of fuch joys and 
felicities came all to nothing ; her hopes being con- 
founded, her purppfes difappointed, and fhe alfo hraught 
to defolation ; who feemed neither to have the favour of 
God, nor the hearts of her fubjects, nor even the love 
of her hufband ; who neither had fruit by him while lhe 
had him, neither could enjoy him whom flie had mar- 
ried, nor yet at. liberty to marry any other whom (he 
might. Now obferve the woeful adverfity of this 
queen, and learn hence what the Lord can do when 
man's wilfulnefs will' needs refill him, and will not 
be ruled. • • ' - ' 

At laft, when all thefe fair admonitions would take 
t noplace with the queen, nor. move her to revoke her 
: bloody laws, nor to ftay the tyranny of her priefts, nor 
. yet to Ipare her own fubjects, but that the fervants of 
God were drawn daily by heaps moft pitifully as fheep 
to the flaughter, it fo pleafed the heavenly Majcfty of 
Almighty God, when no other remedy would ferve, 
feafonably to cut her off by death, w ho in her life fo lit- 
tle regarded the lives of others, giving her throne, which 
lhe abufed to the deftruction of Chrift's church and peo- 
ple, to another who more temperately and quietly could 
guide the fame, after lhe had reigned here the fpace of 
five years and five months. The fhortnefs of whofe 
reign, fcarce we find in any other ftory of king or 
queen fince the conqueft or before (being come to their 
own government), lave only king Richard III. 

And thus much here, as in the doling up of this ftory 
I thought to infinuatc, touching the unlucky and deplo- 
rable reign of queen Mary : not for any detraction to 
her place and ftate-royal, .whereunto lhe was called of 
the Lord, but to this only intent and effect, that forfa- 
much as flie would needs fet herfelf fo confidently .to 
work and ftrivc againft.the Lord and his proceedings, all 
readers and rulers may not only fee how the Lord did 
work againft her therefore, but alfo by her may be ad- 
vertifed and learn what a dangerous. thing it is for men 
and women in authority, upon blind jzeal and opinion, 
to ftir up perfecution in the chriftiah, church, to the 
effufion of chriftian blood, left it .prove in the end with 
them (as it did here), that whilcthey think to perfecute 
heretics, they.ftumble at the fame ftone as did the Jews 
in perfecuting Chrift and his true members to death, t» 
their own confufion and deftruction. 



the fevere Punifhment of God .upon the Perfecutors of 
his People and Enemies to his Word, with fuch alfo as 
have been Blafphemers, Contemners, and Mockers. 

fYUEEN MARY being dead and gone, we will now 
V^/ leave her,,and treat of' thole under her who were 
the chief inftrumcnts in this perfecution, the bilhops 
, and 
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and clergy, to whom ihe, as a true catholic, gave all 
the execution of her power, as did queen Alexandra to 
the Pharifees after the time of the Maccabees ; of whom 
Jofephus thus writeth : She only retained to herfelf the 
name arid title of the kingdom, but all her power me 
gave to the pharifees to poffefs, &c. Touching which 
prelates and priefts, here is to be noted in like manner 
the wonderful and miraculous providence of Almigh- 
ty God, which as he fhortencd the reign of their queen, 
fo he fuffered them not to efcape unvifited : firft begin- 
ning with Stephen Gardiner, the arch-perfecutor of 
Chrift's church, whom he took away about the midft of 
the queen's reign ; of whole poifoned life and ftinking 
end, forfomuch as fufficient hath been touched before, 
I need not here make rehearfal thereof. 

After him dropped away others alfo, fome before the 
death of queen Mary, and fome after, as Morgan', bifliop 
of St. David's, who fitting upon the condemnation oi bi- 
fliop Farrer, and unjufily ufurpihg his room, not long 
after was firuck by God's hand in fuch a ftrange manner 
that his meat would not go down, but rife and puke up 
again, fometimes at his mouth, fometimes blown out at 
his nofe, mod naufeous to behold, and fo he continued 
till his death. 

Where note moreover, that when Mr. Leyfon, being 
then fherift" at bifliop Farrer's burning, had brought 
away the cattle of the faid bifliop, from his fervant's 
houfe, named Matthew Harbottel, into his own cuftody. 
the cattle coming into the fheriff's ground, divers of 
them would never eat meat, but lay bellowing and roar- 
ing, andfo died. 

What a ftroke of God's hand was brought upon the 
cruel perfecutor of the holy faints of God, bilhop Thorn- 
ton, fuffragan of Dover, who after he had excrcifed his 
cruel tyranny upon-fo many pious men at Canterbury, 
at length corning upon a Saturday from the chapter-houfe 
at Canterbury to Borne, and there upon Sunday follow- 
ing looking upon his men playing at bowls, fell fuddenly 
in a palfy, and fo had to bed,' was willed to remem- 
ber God : Yea, fo I do, faid he, and my lord cardinal 
too, &c. 

After him fucceeded another biflrop or fuffragan, or- 
dained by the aforefaid cardinal. It is reported that he 
had been fuffragan before to Bonner, who, not long 
after being made bifliop or fuffragan of Dover, broke his 
Heck falling down a pair of flairs in the cardinal's 
chamber at Greenwich, as he had received the cardinal's 
bleffing. 

John Cooper, of the age of 44. years, dwelling at 
Watfam, in the county of Suffolk, a carpenter by 
trade, a man of a very honeft report, and a good houfe- 
keepcr, a harbourcr of ftangers that travelled for con- 
fcience, and one that favoured religion, and thofe that 
were religious. 

This man being at home, there came unto him one 
William Penning, a ferving-man, dwelling in the faid 
town of Watfam, and undefftanding that the faid 
Cooper had a couple of fat bullocks, and did defire to 
buy them of him, becaufe he had brought them up for 
his own ufe, and if he fhould fell them, he then 
muft be compelled to buy others, and that he would 
not do. 

When Fenning faw he could not get them (for he 
had often tried), he faid, he would lit as much in his 
light, and fo departed, and went and accufed him of 
high-treafon. The words he was charged with were 
thefe, How he fhould pray, if God would not take 
away queen Mary, that then the devil would take her 
away. Of thefe words did this Fenning charge him 
before fir Henry Doiel, knight (unto whom he was 
carried by Mr. Tlmperley, of Hinclefam, in Suffolk, 
and one Grimwood, of Lowfhaw, conflable), which 
words Cooper flatly denied ; and faid he never fpoke 
them ; but that did not avail. 

Notwithstanding that, he was arraigned at Bury, 
before fir Clement Higham, at a Lent aflize, and there 
this Fenning brought two vile men, that witneffed to 
the fpeaking of the aforefaid words, whofe names were 
Richard White, of Watfam, and Grimwood, of Hit- 
cham, in the faid county of Suffolk. Whofe teftimo- 
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nies were received as truth, although this good man* 
John Cooper, had faid what he could to declare himfelf 
innocent thefein, but to no purpofe, God knows. For 
his life was determined, as in the end appeared by fir 
Clement Higham's words, who faid he fhould not ef- 
cape, for an example to all heretics, as indeed he 
thoroughly performed : for immediately he was fen- 
tenced to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, which was 
accordingly performed foon after, to the great grief of 
many a good heart. Here good Cooper is bereft of 
his life, and leaves behind him a wife and nine children,' 
with goods and cattle to the value of 300 marks, all 
which fubftance was taken away by the faid fir Henry 
Doiel, fheriff, but his wife and poor children were left 
to the wide world in their clothes, and fuffered not to 
enjoy one penny of that they had fore laboured for, 
unlefs they made friends to buy it with money of the 
faid flieriff, fo cruel and greedy was he and his officers 
upon fuch things as were there left. 

Now, this innocent man being dead, his goods fpoiled, 
his wife and children ieft defolate.and comfortlefs, and 
all things huflied, and nothing feared of any part : yet- 
the Lord, who furely doth revenge the guiltlefs blood, 
would not flill fo fuffer it, but at length began to punifh 
it himfelf. For in the harveft following, as the faid 
Grimwood, of Hitcham, one of the witneffes before 
mentioned, was at his labour flacking up a golf of corn, 
being in health, and fearing no danger, fuddenly his 
bowels fell out of his body, and thus rnoft miferably he 
died : fuch was the terrible judgment of God, to fhew 
his difpleafure againft his bloody aft, and to warn the 
reft by thefe his judgments to repentance. The 
Lord grant us to honour the fame, for his mercy's fake.- 
Amen. 

In the ftory of Mr. Bradford mention was made 
before of Mr. Woodroffe, who being the flieriff, ufed 
much to rejoice at the death of the poor faints of Chrift, 
and fo hard was he in his office, that when Mr. Rogers 
was in the cart going towards Smithficld, in the way 
his children were brought unto him, the people making 
a lane for them to come ; Mr. Woodroffe had the ' car- 
man's head broken, becaufe of his flopping, his cart. 
But what happened ? He was not come out of his office 
the fpacc of a week, but he Was ftricken fuddenly by 
the hand of God, the one half of his body was in fuch 
a condition, that he lay benumbed and bed-ridden, not 
able to move himfelf, but as he was lifted by others ; and 
fohe continued in that infirmity the fpace of feven or 
eight years, tilt his dying day. 

Likewife touching Ralph Lardin, the betrayer of 
George Eagles, it is thought by fome. that the faid 
Ralph was afterward attached himfelf, arraigned, and 
hanged. 

Who, being at the bar, before thejudges, and a great 
number of people, fpake thefe words : This is mofl: 
juflly fallen upon me, for that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood of" that good and juft man George Eagles, 
who was here condemned in the time of queen Mary 
through my procurement, when I fold his blood 'for a 
little money. 

Among other perfecutors, there came alfo to our 
hands the cruelty of one Mr. Swingfield, an alderman's 
deputy about Thames-ftreet, who hearing one Angel's 
wife, a midwife, that kept herfelf from their popifh 
church, to be at the labour of one Mrs. Walter, at 
Crooked-lane end, took with him three more, and befit 
the houfe about, and took her and carried her to Bonner's 
officers, hlg with child, twenty-eight weeks gone, who 
laid her in Lollards' Tower; where, the fame day fhe 
came in, through fear, and a fall at her taking, fhe was 
delivered of a male child, and could have no women to 
affift her in that needful time. Lying there five weeks, 
fhe was delivered under fureties by friendftiip ; and Dr. 
Story hearing thereof, charged her with felony, and fo 
fent her to Newgate. The caufe was, becaufe that 
fhe having a woman at her houfe that died in labour, 
and the child alfo, and fo charged Tier with both their 
deaths. 

But when fir Roger Chohnley heard her tell her 
tale, he delivered her; and not much more than 
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ten weeks after, if it were fo long, died the faid 
Mr. Swinglield, and the other three that came to 
take her. 

Becaufe fome there be, and not a few, who have fuch 
great devotion in fetting up the popifh tnafs, I would 
deiire them to mark well the following ftory. There 
was a certain bailiff", of Crowland, in Lincolnfhire, 
named Burton, who pretending an earneft friendfhip 
to the gofpcl in king Edward's days, at lead in outward 
fhew (although inwardly he was a papift or atheift, and 
well known to be. a man of a wicked and adulterous life), 
fct forth the king's proceedings luftily, till the time that 
king Edward was dead, and queen Mary placed quietly 
inhereftate. 

Then perceiving by the firft proclamation concerning 
religion, how the world was like to turn, the bailiff' 
turned his religion likewife ; and fo he moved the parifli 
to fhew themfetves the queen's friends, and fo fet up the 
mats fpeedily. Neverthelefs the moft fubftantial of the 
parifli marvelling much at the bailiff's inconflancy, con- 
sidering alfo his abominable life, and having no great 
devotion unto his requcft, knowing moreover that their 
duty and friendfhip to the queen flood not in fetting 
up the mals, fpared to provide for it, as long they 
might, but the bailiff' called on them ftill in the queen's 

At lafl, when he favv his words were not regarded, 
and purpofing to win his fpurs by playing the man in 
the mafs's behalf and the queen's, he got him to church 
upon a Sunday morning, when the curate was beginning 
the Englifh fervice, according to the flatute fet forth by 
king Edward the Sixth ; the bailiff Cometh in a great 
rage to the curate, and faith, Sirrah, will you not fay 
mafs ? Buckle yoiirfelf to mafs, you knave, or by God's 
blood I (hall fheath my dagger in your fhoulder. The 
poor curate for fear fettled himfelf to the mafs. 

Not long .after this, the bailiff rode from home upon 
certain bufmefs, accompanied by one of his neighbours, 
and as they came riding together upon the Fennebank 
homeward again, a crow fitting in a willow-tree took 
her flight over his head, finging after her wonted note, 
knave, knave, and withal let fall upon his face, fb 
that her excrements ran from the top of his nofe down 
to his beard. 

The poifoncd fcent and favour whereof fo annoyed 
his ftomach, that he never ceafed vomiting until he 
came home, wherewith his heart was fo fore, and his 
body fodiftempercd, that through extreme ficknefs he* 
got him to bed, and fo lying, he was not able for the 
ftink in his ftomach and painful vomiting, to receive any 
relief of meat or drink, but cried out ftill, -forrowfully 
complaining of that ftink, and with no fmall oaths 
curfed the crow that poifoned him. To make fhort, he 
continued but a few days, but with extreme pain of 
vomiting and crying, he defperately died, without any 
token of repentance of his former life. 

Reported and teftified for a certainty, by divers 

of his neighbours, both honeft and credible 

pcrfons. 

As James Abbes was led by the flieriff towards his 
martyrdom, divers poor people flood in the way, and 
afked their alms. He then having no money to give 
them, and defirous yet to diftribute fomething amongft 
them, did pull off his apparel, faving his ftiirt, and gave 
the fame unto them, to fame one thing, to fome another, 
in the giving whereof he exhorted them to be ftrong in 
the Lord, and as faithful followers of Chrift, -to ftand 
ftedfaft unto the truth of thegofpel, which he (through 
Qod's help) would then in their fight feal and confirm 
with his blood. While he was thus charitably occupied, 
and zealoufly inftrufcling the people, a fervant of the 
fheriff's going by and hearing him, cried out aloud unto 
them, and blafphemoufly faid, Believe him not, good 
people, he is an heretic and a mad-man, out of his 
wits ; believe him not, for it is herefy that he faith. 
And as the other continued in his godly admonitions, 
fo did this wicked wretch ftill blow forth bis blafphe- 
mous exclamations, until they came unto the flake where 
hefhould fuffer. Unto which thisconftant martyr was 



tied, and in the end cruelly burned, as in his ftory more 
fully is already declared . 

But immediately after the fire was put unto him (f uc h 
was the fearful ftroke of God's juftice upon this blafphe 
mous railer), that he was there prefently, in the fight of 
all the people, ftricken with a frenzy, wherewith he had 
before moft railingly charged that good martyr of God 
who in thisfurious rage and madnefs cafting off his fhoes 
with all the reft of his clothes, cried out unto the people 
and faid, Thus did James Abbes the true fervant of God ' 
who is faved, but I am damned. And thus ran he 
round about the town of Bury, ftill crying out, that 
James Abbes was a good man and faved, but he was 
damned. 

The fheriff then being amazed, caufed him to be taken 
and tied in a dark houfe, and by force compelled him 
again to put on his clothes, thinking thereby within a 
. while to bring him to fomequietnefs. But (all that not- 
withstanding) as foon as they were gone, he continued 
his former raging, and cafting off his clothes, cried as 
he did before, James Abbes is the fervant of God, and is 
faved, but I am damned. 

At length he was tied at a carr, and brought home 
to his mailer's houfe, and within half a year or therea- 
bouts, he being at the point of death, the prieft of the 
parifh was fent for : who coming unto him, brought 
with him the crucifix, and their houfeling hoft of the 
altar. Which gear when the poor wretch faw, he cried 
out to the priell, and defied all that baggage, faying, 
that the prieft, with fuch others as he was, was the caufe 
of his damnation, and that James Abbes was a good 
man and faved. And fo fhortly after died. 

Clark, an open enemy to the gofpel and all ' godly 
preachers, in king Edward's days hanged himfelf in the 
Tower of London. 

The great and notable papift, called Troling Smith, 
of late fell down fuddenly in the flreet, and died. 

Dale, the promoter, was eaten into his body with lice, 
and fo died, as it is well known of many, and con- 
ferred alfo by his fellow John Avales, before credible 
witnefs. 

Alexander, the keeper of Newgate, a cruel enemy to 
thofe that lay there for religion, died very miferably, 
being fo fwollen, that he was more like a monfter than a 
man, and fo rotten within, that no man could abide the 
fmell of him. This cruei wretch, to haften the poor 
lambs to the flaughter, would go to Bqnner, Story, 
Cholmley, and others, crying out, Rid my prifbn, rid 
my prifbn. I am too much peflered with thefe 
heretics. 

The fon of the faid Alexander, called James, having 
left unto him by his father great fubftance, within three 
years wafted all to nought : and when fome marvelled 
how he fpent thefe goods fo faft : O, faid he, evil gotten, 
evil fpent ; and fhortly after, as he went in Newgate-mar- 
ket, he fell down fuddenly, and there wretchedly died. 

John Peter,' fon-in-law to this Alexander, and an 
horrible blafphemerof God, and no lefs cruel to the faid 
prifoners, rotted away, and fo moft miferably died. 
Who commonly, when he would affirm any thing, were it 
true or falfe, ufed to fay, If it be not true, I pray God 
I rot ere I die. Witnefs the printer hereof, with divers 
others. 

And what a notable fpedlacle of God's revenging 
judgment have we to confider in Sir Ralph Ellerker, who 
as he was defirous to fee the heart taken out of Adam 
Damlip, whom they moft wrongfully put to death : fo 
fhortly after the faid Sir Ralph Ellerker being flain of 
the Fiencb, they fell to mangling him, and after they 
had cut off his privy members, would not fo leave him 
before they might fee his heart cut out of his body. 

Stephen Gardiner, hearing of the pitiful end of judge 
Hales, after he had drowned himfelf, taking occafion 
thereby, called the following and profeflion of the gof- 
pel a doctrine of defperation. But as judge Hales ne- 
ver fell into that inconvenience before he had confented 
to papiftry j fo whofo well confidereth the end of doclor 
Pendleton, (which at his death full fore repented that 
ever he had yielded to the doctrine of the papifts as he 
did) and likewife the miferablc end of the moft part of 
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the papifts befides, and efpecially of Stephen Gardiner 
himfclf, who after fo long profeffing the doctrine of 
papiftry, when there came a biftiop to him on his death- 
bed, and put hirii in remembrance of Peter denying his 
matter ; he anfwering again, faid, that he had denied 
with Peter, but never repented with Peter, and fo both 
ftinkingly and unrepentcdly died, will fay, as Stephen 
Gardiner alfo himfelf gave an evident example of the 
fame to all men, to underfland that popery rather is a 
dodtrine of defperation, procuring the vengeance of 
Almighty God to them that wilfully do cleave unto it. 
And thus much concerning thofe perfecutors. 
The perfecuting clergy who died in the time of per- 
fection, we lhall take no notice of, but thofe who re- 
mained after the death of queen Mary were deprived, 
and committed to feveral prifons. 

In the Tower. 
Nicholas Heath, archbifhop of York, and lord chan- 
cel lorJ 

Thomas Thirlby, bifhop of Ely. 

Thomas Watfon, bifhop of Lincoln. 

Gilbert Bourne, bifliop of Bath and Wells. 

Richard Pates, bifliop of Worcefter. 

Troublefield, biftiop of Exeter. 

John Fecknam, abbot of Weftminfter. 

John Borall, dean of Windfor and Peterborough. 

Of David Pool, bifliop of Peterborough, it is not 
known whether he was in the Tower, or in fome other 

^Goldwel, bifliop of St. Araph, and Maurice, elect, of 
Bangor, ran away. 

Edmund Bonner, biftiop of London, in the Mar- 
fhalfea. 

Thomas Wood, bifhop elcdt, in the Marflialfea. 

Cuthbert Scot, bifliop of Chefter, was in the Heet, 
from whence he efcaped to Louvain, and there died. 

In the Fleet. 
Henry Cole, dean of St. Paul's. 

John Harpsfield, archdeacon of London, and dean of 
Norwich. 

Nicholas Harpsfield, archdeacon of Canterbury. 
Anthony Draycot, archdeacon of Huntingdon. 
WilliamChedfey, archdeacon of Middlefex. 

Concerning which doctor Chedfey here is to be noted, 
that in the beginning of king Edward's reign he recanted 
and fubferibed to thirty-four articles, wherein he then 
fully confented and agreed with his own hand-writing to 
the whole form of dodtrine approved and allowed then 
in the church, as well concerning juftification by faith 
only, as alfo the docl.ri.ne of the two facraments then re- 
ceived, denying as well the pope's fupremacy, tranfub- 
ftantiation, purgatory, invocation of faints, elevation 
and adoration of the facrament, the facrifice, and vene- 
ration of the mafs, as alfo all other like excrements of 
popifh fupcrftition, according to the king's book then 
let forth. 

Wherefore the more marvellous it is, that he, being 
counted fo famous and learned a clerk, would ftiew him- 
felf fo fickle and unftable in his affertior.s, fo double in 
his doing, to altar his religion according to time, and to 
maintain for truth, not what he thought belt, but what 
he might mod fafely defend. So long as the ftate of 
the lord protcaor and of his brother flood upright, what 
was then. the conformity of this doctor Chedfey, his own 
articles in Latin, written and fubferibed with his own 
hand, "do declare, what I have to ftiew, if he will deny 
them. But after the decay of the king's uncles, the 
fortune of them turned not fofaft, but his religion 
turned withal, and he took upon him to difpute with 
Peter Martyr, in upholding tranfubftantiation, at Ox- 
ford, which a little before with his own hand-writing he 
had overthrown. 

After this enfued the time of queen Mary, wherein 
doctor Chedfey, to ftiew. his double diligence, was ib 
eager in his commiflion to fit in judgment, and to bring 
poor men to their death, that in the laft year of queen 
Mary, when the lord chancellor, fir Thomas Cornwallis, 
lord Clinton, and divers others of the council had fent 



for him by a fpecial letter to repair to London out of 
Eflex, he writing again to the bifhop of Londonj 
fought means not to come at the defire of the council, 
but to continue flill in his perfecuting progrefs. The! 
copy of whofe letter I have alfo in my hands (if need 
were) to bring forth. 

It happened in the fifft year of queen Elizabeth,- that 
one William Mauldon was bound fervant eo one Mr. 
Hugh Aparry, then a wheat-takef for the queen, dwell- 
ing at Greenwich ; « ho being newly come to him; and . 
having no book there to look upon, being defirous to 
occupy himfelf virtuoufly, looked about the houfe, and 
found a primmer in Englifh, wherein he read on a win- 
ter's evening. While he was reading, there fat one 
John Apowel, that had been a ferving-man, about thirty 
years of age, born in Wales, whom the faid Mr. Hugh 
gave meat and drink unto, till fuch time as he could get 
a fervice. And as William Mauldon read in the. booky 
the faid John Apowel mocked after every word, with 
contrary and flouting words irreverently, irifomuch 
that he could no longer abide him for grief of heart, 
but turned to him and faidy John, take heed what thou 
doft; thou doft: not mock me, but thou mockeft God : 
mocking of his word, thou mockeft him; and 
this is the word of God, though 1 be fimple that read it s 
and therefore beware what thou doft'. 

Then Mauldon fell to reading again, and flill he pro- 
ceeded on in his mocking ; and when Mauldon had read 
certain Englilh prayers, in the end he read. Lord have 
mercy upon us, Chrift have mercy upon us, &Ci 

And as 'Mauldon was reciting thefe words, the other 
with a Iran fuddenly faid, Lord have mercy upon me; 
With that Mauldon faid, What ailefl thou^ John ? 
He faid, I was afraid. 
Whereof waft thou afraid ? faid Mauldon. 
Nothing now, faid the other : and fo he would hot 
tell him. After this, when Mauldon and he went to 
bed, Mauldon afked him what he was afraid ofi 

He faid, when you read; Lord have mercy upon us, 
&c. methought the hair of my head flood upright, with 
a great fear which came upon me. 

Then faid Mauldon, John, thou mayeft fee, the evil 
fpirit could not abide that Chrift fhould have mercy upon 
us. Well, John, faid Mauldon, repent and amend thy 
life, for God will riot be mocked. If we mock and jeft 
at his word, he will punifh us. 

Alfo you ufe ribaldry words, and fwearing very much : 
therefore, for God's fake, John, amend thy life. So»I 
will (faid he) by the grace of God s 1 pray God I 
may. Amen, faid the other, w ith other words, and fo 
Went to bed. 

On the morrow, about eight o'clock in the morning, 
John came running down out of his chamber in his 
lhirt into the hall, and wreftled with his miftrefs as if 
he would have thrown her down. Whereat fhe fhrieked 
out, and called her fervants to help her, and took by 
ltrength and carried him up unto his bed, and there 
bound him ; for they perceived plainly that he was out 
of his right mind. 

After that, as he lay, almoft a day and a night, hi» 
tongue never ceafed, but he cried out of the devil of hell, 
and his words were ever flill, O the devil of hell ; now the. 
devil of hell, I would fee the devil of hell, there he is, 
there he goeth, &c. 

Thus he lay without amendment about fix days, that 
his mafter and all the family being weary of the noife* 
agreed with the keepers of Bedlam, and gave a piece of. 
money, and fent him thither. 

This is a terrible example to you that be mockers of 
God : therefore, repent and amend, left the vengeance 
of God fall upon you in like manner. Wknefs hereof, 
William Mauldon, of Newington. 

The fame William Mauldon chanced afterwards to 
dwell at a town fix miles from London, called Wal- 



thamftow, where his wife taught young children to rekd, 
which was about the year of our Lord, 1563, and the 
fourth year of oueen Elizabeth's reign. Unto this 
fchool, amongft \>her children, came one Benfield's 



daughter, named Dennis, about the age of twelve 
years. 
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As thefe children were talking together, they hap- 
pened among other talk (as the nature of children is to 
be bufy with many things) to fall into communication of 
God. and to reafon among themfelves, after their 
childifh difcretion, what he fhould be. Some anfwered 
one thing, fome another. Among whom, when one 
of the children,, had faid, He was a good old Father, 
Dennis Benfield faid, He is an old doating fool. 

What wretched and blafphemous words were thofe 
you heard ? Now mark what followed. 

When Mauldon heard of thefe abominable words of 
the girl, he defired his wife to correa her for the fame ; 
which was appointed to be done the next day ; but 
when the morrow came, her mother would needs fend 
her to London market: the girl greatly intreated her 
mother that fhe might not go ; however, through her 
mother's compulfion, {he was forced to go. And what 
happened? Her bufinefs being done at London, as 
ihe was returning again homeward, a little beyond 
Hackney, (he was fuddenly (truck on one lide, which 
turned black, and fhe fpeechlefs. Whereupon Ihe was 
carried back to Hackney, and there died the fame night. 
Witnefs of the fame, William Mauldon and his wife, 
alio Benfield her father, and mother. 

A dreadful example, no doubt, both to old and young, 
what it is for children to blafpheme the Lord their God, 
and what it is for parents to fuffer their young ones to 
grow up in fuch blafphemous blind.nefs, and not to nur- 
ture them betimes in the rudiments of the chriftian ca- 
techifm, to know firft their creation, and then their 
redemption in ChrMt our Saviour, to fear the name of 
God, and to reverence his Majefty. For what elfe do 
they deferve but to be taken away by death, who con- 
temptuoufly defpife him they derive the benefit of life 
from ? 

• Therefore let all young maids, boys, and young men, 
take example by this wretched creature, not only to 
avoid blafpheming the facred Majefty of the omnipotent 
God their creator, but alfo not once to take his name in 
vain, as they are taught in his commandments. 

Secondly, let all fathers, godfathers, and godmothers, 
take this for a warning, to fee to the inftru&ion and 
carechifing of their children, for whom they have bound 
themfelves in promife both to God and to his church : 
for if the father and godfather, the mother and god- 
mothers, had done their duty by this young girl, this 
deftrudtion might not have fallen upon her. 

Thirdly, let all blind atheifts, epicures, mammonifts, 
belly-gods of this world, and fons ef Belial, hypocrites, 
infidels, and mockers of religion, who fay in their 
hearts, there is no God, learn alfo hereby not only what 
God is, and what he is able to do, but alfo in this 
miferable creature here punifhed in this world, behold 
what fhall likewife fall on them in the world to come, 
unlefs they will be warned betimes by fuch examples as 
the Lord doth give them. 

Fourthly and laftly, here may alfo be a fpefclacle for 
all thofe who are blafphemers and abominable fwearers, 
or rather tearers of God, abufing his glorious name in 
fuch a contemptuous and defpiteful manner as they 
frequently do : whom if neither the command of God, 
nor the calling of the preacher, nor remorfe of con- 
fidence, nor rule of reafon, nor their withering age, nor 
hoary hairs, will admonifh, yet let thefe terrible exam- 
ples of God's ftricl judgment fomewhat move them to 
take heed to themfelves. For if this young maiden, 
■who was not full twelve years old, for her irreverent 
fpeaking of God (and that but at one time) did not 
efcape the ftroke of God's terrible hand, what then have 
they to look for, who being men grown in years, and 
often warned by the preacher, yet ceafe not conti- 
nually with their blafphemous oaths, not only to abufe 
his name, but alfo moft contumelioufly to tear him (as 
it were) and all his parts to pieces ? 

•Did not Thomas Arundel, archbiftiopof Canterbury, 
give fentence againft the lord Cobham, and died himfelf 
before him, being fo mortified in hjs tongue, that he 
could neither fwallow nor fpeak fo^ fome time before 
his death ? 



William Swallow, the cruel tormentor of George 
Eagles, was fhortly after fo plagued of God, that all the 
hair of his head, and nails.Of his fingers and toes, went 
off, his eyes almoft clofed up, that he could fcarce fee. 

I truft, however, the gofpel of Chrift being now * 
received in the queen's court amongft the courtiers and 
fcrvants of her guard, hath framed their lives and man- 
ners in the due fear of God, and temperance of lif ei 
with all fobriety, and merciful companion towards their 
own chriftians, that they need not greatly any other 
inftructions to be given them in this ftory : yet for- 
afmuch as examples frequently operate more effectually, 
on the minds and memories of men ; and alfo partly 
considering with myfelf how thefe, above all other forts 
of men in the whole realm, in time, paft ever had moft 
need of fuch wholefome lefibns and admonitions, ta 
leave their inordinate riot of drunkennefs, and their 
heathenifti prophanenefs of life, I thought it may not 
be improper here to fet before their eyes a terrible 
example, not of a ftrange and foreign perfoh, but of 
one of their own coat, a yeoman of the guards, not 
feigned by me, but brought to me by God's provi- 
dence, for a warning to all courtiers, and of very truth 
no longer ago than in the year of our Lord 1568 : and 
as the ftory is true, fo is the name of the party, not' 
unknown, being called Chriftopher Landefdale, living, 
in Hackney, in Middlefex : the order of whofe life, 
and manner of his death, being worthy to be noted, is 
as follows. 

This Landefdale, who was married to an old wo- 
man of confiderable property, lived notwithftanding in 
a ftate of whoredom with a younger woman, by whom 
he had two children, a fon and a daughter, whom he 
kept in his own houfe till his deceafe. It was cuftomary 
for him, when he Ihould have been ferving God on the 
fabbath-day, to be riding or walking about his fields, 
neither he nor any of his houfe coming to church 
after the Engliih lcrvice was again received. Befides 
this, he was a great fwearer, and a great drunkard, and 
alfo took great delight in making other men drunk, 
whom, when he had made drunkards, he would have to 
call him father, and he would call them his fons ; and 
of thefe fons, by report, he had above forty. If he faw 
a man that would drink freely, he would take great no- 
tice of him, andfpend his money chearfully with him 
in ale or wine, but moftly in wine, to make him the 
fooner drunk. Thefe bleffed fons of his would have 
great cheer oftentimes, both at his own houfe and at 
taverns : and not long before his death, he was fo very 
much difguifed with liquor, at a tavern oppofite his 
own houfe, that he fell down in a ftate of inlenfibility ; 
nor could he arife till helped up, and carried home. 

This father of -drunkards, as he was a great feaftef 
of the rich and wealthy of Hackney, and others, fo his 
poor neighbours and tenants fared little the better for 
him, except it were with fome broken meat, which, 
after his feafts his wife would fend unto them, or fome 
alms given at his door. 

Befides all this, he did much injury to his pooi 1 neigh- 
bours, in turning his cattle on the adjoining commons, 
which eat up all from the poor without pity or mercy. 

About two years before he died, a poor man, who 
was ill of a flux, happened, through weaknefs, to lie 
down in a ditch of the faid Landefdale's, a fmall diftance 
from his houfe, where he had a little ftraw brought him. 
Notwithftanding the faid Landefdale had out-houfes and 
barns enough to have laid him in, but would not fhew 
him fo much pity. In that fituation the poor man lay 
night and day about fix weeks before he died. 

Certain good neighbours hearing of this, procured 
things neceffary for his relief, but he was fo far fpent 
that he could not be recovered; lying in the hot fun, 
with a horrible fmell, moft pitiful to behold. 

A little before this poor man died, he defired to be 
moved to another ditch more fhady. Whereupon one 
af the neighbours coming to Landefdale's wife for a 
.ftundle of ftraw for him to fit upon, fhe required to 
have him removed to Newington fide, becaufc, fhe faid, 
if he mould die, it would be very far to carry him to 

tbed T** Befides 
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Befides this, there was _a marriage in : La'ndefdale's 
fcoufe, and the gucfts that came to the marriage gavo 
the poor man money as they parted, and repaired 
him, but Landefdale difdained to contribute any thing 
to his- relief, notwithstanding that he had promiTed to 
Mr. Searles, one of the queen's guard, who had more 
pity on him, to minifter to him things necefiary. 

To be fhort, "the next day poor Lazarus departed this 
life, and was buried in Hackney church-yard; upon 
whom Landefdale did not fo much as bellow a wind- 
ing-meet towards his burial. And thus much concern- 
ing the end of poor Lazarus. Now let us hear what 
became of the rich glutton. 

About two years after, the faid Landefdale being full 
of liquor (as his cufiom was), cajne riding in great hafte 
from London on St. Andrew's day, 1568, and as was 
reported by thofe who faw him, reeling to and fro, with 
his hat in his hand, and coming by a ditch, tumbled 
headlong into.it. Some fay that the horfe fell upon 
him, but that is improbable. True it is, however, that 
the horfe, more fober than his matter, came home, leav- 
ing him behind. Whether he broke his neck with the 
fall, or was drowned, (though the water was fcarce a 
foot deep) is uncertain ; but certain it is, he was there 
found dead. Being thus found dead in the ditch, the 
coroner (as is the cuftom) fat upon hirh : and how the 
matter was managed to lave his goods, the Lord 
knoweth 5 but the goods were faved, and the poor 
horfe indited for his mafter' death. 

The neighbours hearing of this man's death, and 
confidering the manner thereof, faid it was jurtly fallen 
upon him,. that, as he fuffcred the poor man to lie and 
die in a ditch near his own houfe, fo his end was to die 
in a ditch likewife. And thus, chriftian reader, in this 
ftory, I have fet before your eyes the true image of a 
rich glutton and poor Lazarus ; by which we may dis- 
cover what happencth in the end to fuch voluptuous 
epicures and atheifts, who, being void of all fenfe of 
religion, and fear of God, yield thefnfelvcs up to all 
profanenefs of life, neither regarding honefty at home, 
nor mewing mercy to their neighbours abroad. 

Chrift our Saviour faith, Matt. v. « Bleffed are the 
merciful, for they fhall obtain mercy :" but judgment 
without mercy (hall be executed on them which have 
lhewed no mercy, &c. and St. John faith, 1 John iv. 
"He that feeth his brother have need, and Ihutteth up 
his compallion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him." Again, Ifaiah crieth out againft fuch 
profane drunkards, "Woe be unto them that rife up 
early to follow drunkennefs, and to them that fo con- 
tinue until night, till they be fet on fire with wine. In 
thofe companies are harps and lutes, tabl ets and pipes, 
and wine : but they regard not the works of the Lord, 
and confidcr riot .the operation of his hands," &c. 
Woe be unto them that are ftrong to fpue out wine, 
• and expert to fet up drunkennefs. 

The punifhments of fuch as are dead, are wholefome 
documents to fuch as are alive. Therefore, as the ftory 
above exemplified may fcrve to warn all courtiers and 
yeomen of the guard ; fo by what followeth, I would 
admonifh ail gentlemen to take heed in time, and for- 
fake their outrageous fwearing and blafpheming of the 
Lord their God. 

In the reign of king Edward, there was in Cornwal a 
certain lufty young gentleman, who rode in company 
with other gentlemen, and their fervants, to the number 
of about forty horfemen. This youngfter entering into 
converfation with fome of them, began to l'wear moft 
horribly, blafpheming the name of God, with other 
ribaldry words befides. One of the company, not 
able to abide the hearing of fuch blafphemous abo- 
. mination, told him in gentle words, that he ftiould 
give anfwer and account for every idle word. 

The gentleman, offended thereat, faid, Why takeft 
thou thought for me? take thought for thy winding- 
flieet. Well, faid the other, amend, for death giveth 
no warning; for as foon.comcth a lamb's fkin to the 
market as an old fheep's. God's wounds, faith he, care 
not thou for me; raging ftill after this manner worfe 
and worfe in words, till at length, on their joUrney, 
Nb. 59 . 



they'camc riding.over a large bridge, Handing over a 
piece of an arm of the fea. Upon which bridge this 
gentleman fwearer fpurred his horfe in fuch a manner, 
that he fprang clean over with him on his back; who, 
as he was going, exclaimed, Horfe and man, and all to 
the devil. This terrible ftory happening at a town 
in Cornwal, 1 would have been afraid to have related 
here, but for the teftimony of Mr. Heynes, a minifter, 
who was both the reprchender of his fwearing, and 
witnefs of his death. Ridley, then bifhop of London, 
alfo preached and declared the fame fact and example 
at Paul's Crofs. The name of the gentleman I could 
by no means obtain of the party and witnefs aforefaid, 
for dread of thofe (as lie faid J of his kindred whoyet re- 
mained in the laid county. 

Having now fufficiently admonifhed, firft the court- 
iers, then the gentlemen, now thirdly, for a brief ad- 
monition to the lawyers, we will here infert the ftrange 
end and death ofone Henry Smith, a-ftudentof the law. 

Henry Smith, having a godly gentleman for his father,' 
and an ancient protellant, living at Camden, in Glou- 
cefterlhire, was virtuoufly brought up by him irt 'thc 
knowledge of God's word and fincere religion ; wherein 
he (Viewed himfelf in the beginning fuch an earned, 
profeffor, that he was called by the papifts prattiirig 
Smith. After thefe good beginnings, he went to be a 
ftudent of the law in the Middle Temple, London," 
where, by ill company, he began to be perverted to 
popery, and afterwards going to Louvain, was mbre 
deeply grounded in the fame. Infomuch that, return- 
ing from' thence, he brought with him pardons, a cru- 
cifix, with an Agnus Dei, which he ufed commonly to' 
wear about his neck, and had in his chamber images, 

: before which he was wont to pray ; befides divers other 
popifh trafh, which he brought with him from Louvain. 
Now what end followed this I fhould be unwilling to 
declare; but that the notoriety of the fact was fuch, as 

. amazed almolt the whole city of London. The end 
was this. 

A ftio'rt time after his return, this Henry Smith be- ' 
came a foul jeerer, and a fcornful fcoffer of that religion 
which he once profeffed. In his bed-chamber, in St; 
Clement's parifli without Temple-bar, as he was going 
. to bed in the evening, having ftripped himfelf naked, 
he tied his fhirt (which he had torn for that purpofe) 
about his privities, and with his girdle or garter ftran- 
gled himfelf; having, his Agnus Dei in a filvcr table, 
with his other idolatrous trafii, in a window by him. 
And thus being dead, and not thought worthy to be 
interred in the church-yard, he was buried in a lane 
called Fofkcw-lane. 

Foreign Examples. 

HOIMEISTER, the great arch-papift, and chief 
mafter-pillar of the pope's falling church, as he 
was on his journey towards the council of Ratifbon, to 
difpute againft the defenders of Chrift's gofpel, fuddenly 
in his journey, not far from Ulmes, was prevented by 
the ftroke of God's hand.and there miferably died, with 
horrible roaring and crying out. 

Another example we haveoforie Arnoldus Bomelius, 
a young man ot the univerlity of Louvain, well com- 
mended for his flourifhing wit and ripenefs of learning, 
who, whilft he favoured the caufc of the gofpel, and 
took part with the fame againft the enemies of the truth, 
profpered and went well forward ; but after he drew to 
the company of Tyleman, mafter of the pope's college 
in Louvain, and framed himfelf after the rule ; of his 
unfavoury doftrine, that is, to ftand in fear and doubt 
of his juftification, and to work his falvation by merits 
and deeds of the law, he began more and more to 
grow in doubtful defpair and difcomfort of mind ; as 
the nature of that doctrine is, utterly to pluck away a 
man's rriind from all certainty and true liberty of fpirit, 
to a ferviledoubtfulnefs, full of difcomfort and bondage 
of foul. 

Thus the young man, feducedand perverted through 
this blind dodtrinc of ignorance and dubitation, fell 
into a great agony of mind, wandering and wreftlrng 
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in himfclf a long time, till at length being overcome 
with jdefpair, and not having in the popifh doctrine 
wherewith to raife up his foul, he went out of the city 
on a time to walk, accompanied by three other ftudents 
Of the fame univerfity, his fpccial familiars. As rhey 
returned home again, Arnoldus, through fatigue, as it 
fecmed, (at down by a fpring fide to reft himfclf : the 
others thinking no ill, went forwards, and in the mean 
time Arnoldus fuddenly took out his dagger, and ftruck 
himfclf into the body. 

His fellows feeing him flirinking down, and the foun- 
tain to be coloured with the blood that iilucd out of the 
wound, came running to him, took him up, and brought 
him into art houfe near at hand, and there exhorted 
him, as well as they could, to repent his fact ; who 
then by outward gefturc feemed to give fome fign 
of repentance. Notwithftanding, he efpying one of his 
friends there bufy about him, to have a knife hanging 
at his girdle, violently plucked out the knife, and with 
main force ftabbed himfelf to the heart. 

Johannes Sleidanus, in his 23d book, giveth a relation 
of Cardinal Crefentius.the chief prefident and moderator 
of the council of Trent, Anno 1552. The ftory of 
whom is certain, the thing that happened to him was 
ftrange and notable, the example of him may be pro- 
fitable to others, fuch as have grace to be warned by 
other men's evils. 

The twenty-fifth day of March, in the year aforefaid, 
Crefentius, the pope's legate, and vicegerent in thecoun- 
cil of Trent, was fitting all day long until dark night, 
in writing letters to the pope. After his labour, when 
night was come, thinking to refrefh himfelf, he began to 
rife ; behold there appeared to him a mighty black dog, 
of a huge bignefs, his eyes Alining with fire, and his ears 
hanging down well near to the ground, and ftrait began 
to come towards him, and couched under the table. 
The cardinal, not a little furprifed at the fight thereof, 
fomewhat recovering himfelf, called to his fervants, 
who were in the outward chamber next by.to bring in a 
candle, and to feek for the dog. But when the dog 
could not be found, neither there, nor in any othercham- 
ber about, the cardinal thereupon ftruck with afudden 
conceit of mind, immediately fell into fuch a ficknefs, 
that his phyficians, which he had about him, with all 
their art and induftry could not cure him. And fo in 
the town of Verona died this popifh cardinal, the pope's 
holy legate, and prefident of this council, wherein his 
purpofe was (as Sleidan faith) to recover and heal again 
the whole authority and doctrine of the Romilh fee, and 
to fet it up for ever. 

There were in this council of Trent, befides the pope's 
legates and cardinals, 24 bifhops.dodlors ofdivinty 62. 
And thus was the end of this popifh council, by the 
provident hand of the Almighty, difpatched and 
brought to nought. 

The council of Trent, being then diflblved by the 
death of this cardinal, was afterward notwithftanding 
collected again about the year of our Lord 1562, againit 
the erroneous proceedings of which council other 
writers there be that fay enough. So much as pertaineth 
only to my ftory, I thought proper hereunto to add an 
account of two adulterous filthy bifhops belonging to 
the faid council, one of whom referring to an honeft 
wife, was flain by the juft ftroke of God with a boar- 
fpear. The other biftiop, who ufed to creep through a 
window, in the fame window was fubtilly taken and 
hanged in a gin laid for him on purpofe, and fo con- 
trived, that in the morning he was feen openly in the 
ftreet hanging out of the window, to the wonder of all 
that palTed by. 

In the city of Antwerp lived one, named John Vander 
Warfe, of good cftimation amongft the chief of that 
place. Who, as he was of a cruel nature, fo he was of 
a perverfc and corrupt judgment, and a fore perfecutor of 
Chrift's flock, with greedinefi fecking and fhedding in- 
nocent blood, and had drowned divers good men and 
women in the water.for which he was much commended 
by the bloody generation. By fome he was called a 
blood hound, or bloody dog. By others he was called a 
fhilpad, that is to fay, fhcltoad, for he being a fliort 



grundy, and of little Mature, did ride commonly with a 
great broad hat, as a country churl. 

This man being weary of his office, (wherein he had 
continued above twenty years) he gave it over; and 
becaufe he was now grown rich and wealthy, he in- 
tended to pafs the refidue of his life in eafe andpleafure. 

About the fecond year after, he came to Antwerp, to 
the feaft called our lady's Oumegang, to make merry ■ 
which feaft is ufually kept on the Sunday following the 
afiumptiort of our lady. The fame day about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, he being well loaden with wine, 
rode homewards in his waggon, with his wife and a gen- 
tlewoman waiting on her, and his fool. As foon as the 
waggon was come without the gates of the city, upon 
the wooden bridge being at that time made for a Ihift, 
with rails or barriers on each fide for the fafetyofthe 
pafTengers (about half the heighth of man), the horfes 
flood ftill, and would by no means go forward, whatfoevcr 
the driver of the waggon could doi 

Then he cried out to him that guided the waggon, 
faying, Ride on, in the name of a thoufand devils ride 
on. The poor man anfwered* that he . could not make 
the horfes go forwards By and by, while they were yet 
talking, fuddenly arofe, as it were, a mighty whirlwind, 
with a terrible noife (the weather being very fair, and no 
wind ftirring before), and toft the waggon into the town- 
ditch, the ropes that tied the horfes being broke 
afunder, in fuch a manner as if they had been cut with a 
fharp knife, the waggon being alfo caft upfide down, by 
the fall whereof he had his neck broke, and was fwal- 
lowed up in the mire. His wife was taken up alive, but 
died in three days after. But the gentlewoman and the 
fool, by God's providence were preferved from harm. 
The fool hearing the people fay his matter was dead, faid, 
And was not I dead, was not I dead too? This happened 
in the year 1553. Witnefs hereof not only the printer of 
the fame ftory in Dutch, dwelling then in Antwerp, 
whofe name was Francis Fraet, a good man, and after- 
wards through hatred was put to death by the papifts, 
but alfo divers Dutchmen here in England, and a great 
number of Englifh merchants who were at that time in 
Antwerp. 

In the year 1565, there was in the town of Gaunt, in 
Flanders, one William de Wever, accufed and impri- 
foned by the provoft of St. Peter's, in Gaunt (who had in 
his cloifter a prifon and place of execution), and the day 
the faid William was called to the place of judgment, 
the provoft fent for Mr. Giles Brackleman, principal 
advocate of the council of Flanders, and burgh-mafter 
and judge of St. Peter's, in Gaunt, with other rulers of 
the town, to fit in judgment upon him ; and as they fat 
in judgment, Mr. Giles Brackleman reafoned with the 
faid William de Wever upon divers articles of his faith. 
One whereof was, 

Why he denied that it was lawful to pray to faints; 
and he anfwered. For three caufes, the one was, That 
they were but creatures, and not the Creator. The 
fecond was, 

That if he fhould call upon them, the Lord did both 
fee it and hear it; and therefore he durft give the 
glory to none other but God. The third and chief 
caufewas, 

That the Creator had commanded in his holy word 
to call upon him in trouble, unto which commandment 
he durft neither add nor take from. 

He alfo demanded, whether he did not believe that 
there was a purgatory which he fhould go into after this 
life, where every one fhould be purified and cleanfed. 

He anfwered, That he had read over the whole Bible, 
and could find no fuch place, but the death of Chrift 
was his purgatory : with many other queftions, proceed- 
ing after their order, till he came to pronounce his con- 
demnation. But before it was read, he was ftruck with 
a palfy, that his mouth was almoft drawn up to his ear, 
and fo he fell down, the reft of the lords (landing before 
him, that the people might not fee him : and the peo- 
ple were defired to depart. Then they took him up and 
carried him to his houfe, where he died the very 
next day. Yet notwithftanding all this, they burnt 
William de Wever, within three hours after. 
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About the borders of Suevia, in Germany, there was 
a monastery of Ciftercian monks, founded in the days 
of pope Innocent the Second, by a noble baron, about 
the year 1 1 10. This cell, in procefs of time, was en- 
larged with more ample pofleflions, finding many great 
and liberal benefactors contributing to the fame ; as em- 
perors, dukes, and rich barons. 

The earls of Montford had bellowed upon it great 
privileges, upon this condition, that they mould receive 
with free hofpitality any ftrangers, either horfemen or 
footmen, for one night's lodging. But this hofpitality 
did not long fo continue, through a fubtle and devililh 
device of one of the monks, who took upon him to play 
the part of the devil, rattling and raging in his 
shains, near the room where the ftrangers lay, in a 
frightful manner, in the night time to terrify the guefts s 
by reafon whereof no ftranger nor traveller durft there 
abide ,- and thus he continued for a long time. 

At length it happened, that one of the earls of Mont- 
ford, a benefactor to that abbey, coming to the monaf- 
tery, was there lodged^, when night came, and the earl 
at reft, the monk after his wonted manner began to play 
the devil. There was (ramping, ramping, and fpitting 
of fire, roaring, thundering, bouncing of boards, and 
rattling of chains, enough to make a man ftark mad. 
The earl hearing the fudden noife, and peradventure 
afraid at firft, though he had not the art of conjuring, 
yet taking a good heart, and running to his fword, he 
laid about him fo well, and ftill followed the noife of the 
devil fo clofe, that at laft the jelling devil was flain by 
the earl in earneft. 

A LETTER, 

Written to HENRY II. King of France. 

CONSIDER, I pray you, fir, and you ftiall find that 
all your afflictions have come upon you, fince 
you have ftt yourfelf againft thofe who are called Lu- 
therans. 

When you made the edict of Chafteaubriant, God 
fent you war ; but wheh you ceafed the execution of 
your faid edict, and as lOng as you were an enemy to the 
pope, and going into Almany for the defence of the 
Germans afflicted for religion, your affairs profpered as 
you would wifti or defire. 

On the contrary, what hath become upon you fince 
you were joined with the pope again, having received a 
fword from him for his own fafeguard ? And who was it 
that caufed you to break the truce ? God hath turned in 
a moment your profperities into fuch afflictions, that 
they touch not only theftate of your own perfon, but of 
your kingdom alio. 

To what end came the enterprife of the duke of Gui'fe 
in Italy, going about the fervice of the enemy of God, 
and purpofing after his return to deftroy the vaillies of 
Piedmont, to offer or facrifice them to God for his vic- 
tories ? The event hath well declared, that God can turn 
upfide down our councils and enterprizes ; as he over- 
turned of late the enterprize of the conftable of France 
at St. Quintin's, having vowed to God, that at his return 
he would go and deftroy Geneva, when he had gotten 
the victory. 

Have you not heard of L. Ponchet, archbiftiop of 
Tours, who made application for the erection of a court 
called Chamber Ardent, wherein to condemn the pro- 
teftants to the fire ? Who afterwards was ftruck with a 
difeafe called the fire of God ; which began at his feet, 
and fo afcended upward, that one member after another 
Mas obliged to be cut off, and fo he miferably died with- 
out remedy. 

Alfo one Caftellanus, who having enriched himfclf by 
the gofpel, and forfaking the pure doctrine thereof to 
return unto his vomit again, went about to perfecute 
the chriftians at Orleans, and by the hand of God was 
flricken in his body with a difeafe unknown to the phyfi- 
cians, the one half of his body burning as hot as fire, and 
the otheras cold as ice ; and fo moll miferably lamenting 
and crying, ended his life. 

There are other infinite examples of God's judgments 



worthy to be remembered; as the death of the chan- 
cellor and legate du Prat, who was the firft that opened 
to the parliament the knowledge of herefies, and gave 
out the firft commiffions to put the. faithful to death, 
fwearing and horribly blafpheming God. When dead, 
his ftomach was found pierced and gnawn afunder with 
worms. 

Alfo one named Claude de Aflcs, a counfellor in the 
faid court, the fame day that he gave his opinion and 
confent to burn a faithful chriftian (although it was not 
done indeed as he would have it), after he had dined, 
committed whoredom with a fcrvant in the houfe, and 
even in the very action he was ftricken with a difeafe 
called an apoplexy, whereof he immediately died. 

Peter Lifct, chief prefident of the faid court, and one 
of the authors of the aforefaid burning-chamber, was 
depofed from his office, for being known to be out of his 
wits and bereaved of his understanding. 

Likewife John Andrew, bookbinder to the palace, a 
fpy for the prefident Lifer, and of Brufcard the king'a 
folicitor, died in a fury and madnefs. 

The inquifitor John de Roma, in Provence, his fleflk 
fell from him by picce-meal, fo ftinking that no man 
could come near him. 

Alfo John Minerius, of Provence, who was the caule 
of the death of a prodigious great number of men, 
women and children, at Cabriers, and at Mcrindol.died 
with bleeding in the lower parts, the fire having ta- 
ken his belly, blafpheming and defpifing God : befides 
many others whereof we might make recital, which were 
punilhcd with the like kind of death. 

It may pleafeyour majefty to remember yourfelf, that 
you had no fooner determined to fet upon us, but new 
troubles were moved by your enemies, with whom you 
could come to no agreement ; which God would not fuf- 
fer, forafmuch as your peace was grounded upon the per- 
fecution which you pretended againft God's fervants: as 
alfo your cardinals cannot fubvert through their cruelty 
the courfe of the gofpel, which hath taken fuch root in 
your realm, that if God fhould give you leave todeftroy 
the profeffors thereof, you Ihould be almoft a king with- 
out fubjects. 

Tertullian hath well faid, that the blood of martyrs is 
the feed of the gofpel. Wherefore to take away all thefe 
evils coming of the riches of papifts, which caufe fo 
much whoredom, fodomy, and inceft, wherein they 
wallow like hogs, feeding their idle bellies, the beft way- 
were to put them from their lands and pofiefTions, as the 
old facrificing Levites were, according to the cxprefs 
commandment which was given to Jofhua. For as long 
as the commandment of God took place, and that they 
were void of ambition, the purity ot religion remained 
whole and perfect ; but when they began to afpire to 
principalities, riches and worldly honours, then began 
the abomination and defolation that Chrift foretold. 

It was even fo in the primitive church, for it flou- 
rifhed and continued in all purenefs, as long as the 
minifters were of fmall wealth, and fought not their par- 
ticular profit, but the glory of God. But fince the pope 
began to be prince-like, and to ufurp the dominion of 
the empire under the colour of a falfe donation of Con- 
ftantine, they have turned the fcriptures from their true 
fenfe, and have attributed the fervice to thcmfelves, 
which we owe to God. Wherefore your majefty may 
feize with good right upon all the temporalities of the 
benefices, and that with a fafe confeience to employ 
them to their true and right ufe. 

Firft, For the finding and maintaining of the faithful 
minifters of the word of God, for fuch livings (hall be 
requifite for them, according as the cafe fliall require. 
Secondly, For the entertainment of your juftices that- 
give judgment. Thirdly, For the relieving of the poor, 
and maintainance of colleges to inftruct the poor youth 
in that which they fhall be moll apt unto. And the reft,- 
which is infinite, may remain for entertainment of your 
own cftate and affairs, to the great eafement of your 
poor people, which alone bear the burthen, and pofiefs 
in a manner nothing. 

In doing this, an infinite number of men, and even 
of your nobility, who live by the crucifix, would em- 
ploy 
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ploy thcmfel ves to your fervice; and the common-wealths 
lb much the more diligently, as they fee that you recom- 

penfc none but thofe that have deferved ; whereas now 
there is an infinite number of men in your kingdom, 
which occupy the chief and greateft-.benefices, who never, 

'deferved any part of them. And thus much touching 
the fuperfluous polTcfTions of the pope's lordly clergy. 
Now proceeding further in this exhortation to the king, 
thus the letter importeth. --. 
- But when the papifts fee that they Have not any reafon 
to alledge for thcmfelves, they endeavour to make the 
Lutherans (as they call us) odious to your majefty, and 
fay,-if their fayings take place, you fhall be fain to re- 
main a private perfon, and that there is never a change 
of religion, but there is alfo a change of princedom. 
A thing as falfe as when they accufe us to be facramen- 
tarids} -and that we deny the authority of magistrates, 
under the fhadow of certain furious Anabaptifts, whom 
Sacarvhath raifed in our time to darken the light of the 
gofpefc. Fcr the ftiftories of the emperors who have 
begun to receive the chriftian religion, and that which 
is come to pafs 'in our time, (hew the contrary. 

Was there ever prince more feared and obeyed, than 
Conftantinc in receiving the chriftian religion? Was he 
therefore put from the empire? No, he was thereby the 
more confirmed and eftablifhed in the fame,and alfo his 
pofterity who ruled thcmfelves by his providence. But' 
fuch as have fallen away, and followed men's traditions, 
God ' hath deftroyed, and their race is no more known' 
ih-the earth, fo much doth God deteft them that forfakc 
him. 

••■ And in our time the late kings of England and Ger- 
many, were they conttrained in reproving fuperftitious, 
whith the wickednefs of the times had brought in, to 
forfake their kingdoms, and princedoms ? All men fee 
the contrary j and what honour, fidelity, and obedience, 
the people in our time that have received the reforma- 
tion of the church, do under their princes and fuperiors. 
.Yea, I may fay that tire princes knew not before what 
it was- to be obeyed, at that time when the rude and ig- 
norant people received fo readily the difpenfations 
of the pope, to drive put their own kings and 
natural lords. 

The true and only remedy, fir, is, that you caufc to be 
holden a holy and free council, where you fhould be 
chief, and not the pope and his, who ought but only to 
defend their caufes by the holy fcriptures ; that in the 
mean- while you may feek out men not corrupted, fuf- 
pecled, nor partial, whom you may charge to give 
report faithfully unto you of the true fenfe of the holy 
fcriptures. And this done, after the example of the 
good kings, Jofaphat, Ezechias, and Jotias, you fhall 
take out of the church all idolatry, fuperftition, and 
abufe, which is founded directly contrary to the holy 
fcriptures of the old and new Teftament, and by that 
means you fhall guide your people in the true and pure 
fervice of God, not regarding in the mean time the ca- 
villing pretences of the papifts, who fay that fuch ques- 
tions have been already anfwered at general councils : 
but it is known well enough, that no council hath been 
lawful fince the popes have ufurped the principality and 
tyranny upon men's fouls, but they have made them 
fcrve to their covetoufnefs, ambition and cruelty, and 
the contrary- which is among thofe councils, maketh 
enough for their difproof, befides a hundred thoufand 
other absurdities againft the word of God, which be in 
them. The true proof of fuch matters is in the true 
and holy fcriptures, to which no times, ncr age, hath any 
prefcription to be alledged againft them ; for by them 
we receive the councils founded upon the word of God, 
Biid alfo by the fame we reject that doctrine which is 
repugnant. 

And if you do thus, fir, Got! will blefs your enter- 
prize, he will incrcafe and confirm your reign and em- 
pire, and your pofterity. If otherwife, deftruction is at 
yipur gate, and unhappy are the people which fhall dwell 
under your obedience. There is no doubt but God 
will harden your heart as he did Pharaoh's, and take 
off the crown from your head, as he did to Jeroboam, 
Nadab, Baza, Achah, and to many other kings, which 



have followed 'men's traditions; againft the command- 
ment of God, and- give it to your cn'erhies tB -triumph 
over you and your children.- "• - : • • ' 

And if the emperor Antonine the Meek, although he 
were a pagan, and idolater;'feei;ng himfelf bewrapt with 
fo many wars, ceafed the perlecutions WhiehPwore in his 
time againft the chriftians, '•■and determined' • in the 
end to hear their caufes and rcal'ons,- 'how •'much more 
ought you that bear the narne-of the molt chriftian king, 
to becarefulrind diligent to ceafe theperTecUti<Sns againlt 
the poor chriftians, feeirtgtbey have not troubled nordo 
trouble in any w ile the 'ftated'f your kiiigdbmi : and your 
: affairs-, cohfidering alfo that the-Jews be fuffcred through 
all ChrirtencJiom, Although the^ be mortal-enrerniesofour 
Lord JeTus Chriit, whom we hold by common accord 
and confent for our God,- Redeemer, and Saviour, and 
that uritil-you have heard lawfully debated, ahdunder- 
ftand our reafons, taken oti-f of trie- holy -fcriptures, and 
that your majefty have judged,, if we be worthy of fuch 
; punifhments. For if we'be no't overcome- by the word 
; of God; the fires, the fwords, and the cruelleft tor- 
ments fnall.not make us afraid. Thefe be exercifes that 
■ God hath prorhifed to 1 his,' which he foretold : fhould 
. come to pafs ; ln the laft times, that they fhould not 
be troubled when fuch perfecutions ihall come upon 
them. ■ ' . . . ; 

Tranflated out of the French book, intitled, Com- 
mentaries of the State of the Church and Public Weal, 
&c. page 7. 



The Story and End of the French King. 

HOSOEVER' was' the author or authors of this 
letter . above prefixed, herein ; tho,u feeft (good 
reader) good tounfel given, to the king ; if he had had 
the grace to receive and follow the fame, no doubt but 
God's blefling working with him, he had not only fet 
the realm in.a bleffed ftate from much difturbance, but 
alio had continued himfelf in all flourifhing felicity of 
princely honour and dignity. But inftead of that, he 
was fo outrageous againft theproteftants, that he threat- 
ened Anne du Bourg, one of the high court of parlia- 
ment in Paris, that he would fee him burn with his own 
eyes. But how he came fhort'of his purpofe, thefequel 
of the ftory will make appear, in the follovying manner. 

King Henry being in the parliament-houfe, which was: 
kept at the Friar Auguftine's at Paris, becaufe the palace 
was in preparing againft the marriage of his daughter, 
and his fifter, and having heard the opinion in religion 
of Anne du Bourg, counfellor in the law, a man eloquent 
and learned, he caufe.d the laid Anne du Bourg, and 
Loys du Eaux, councilors, to be taken prifoners by the 
conftablc of France, who apprehended, them, and deli- 
vered them into the hands of count Montgomery, who 
carried them to prifon. Againft whom the king being 
full of wrath and anger, among other things, faid to. 
the faid Anne du Bourg, Thefe eyes of mine- fhall 
fee thee burnt : and fo on the 19th of June.commiffion 
was given to judges to make their procefs. 

In the mean while, great fcafts and banquets were 
preparing at court, for joy andgladncfs of the marriage 
that fhould be of the king's daughter and fifter, againft 
the laft day of June fave one. When the time was 
come, the king employed all the morning in ex- 
amining rhe prefidents and counfellofs of the faid 
parliament againft thefe prifoners, and other their 
companions that were charged with the fame doctrine ; 
which being done, they went to dinner. 

The king, after he had dined, for that He was one 
of the defendants at the tourney, which was folemnly 
made in Sr. Anthony's-ftreet, near to the prifon where 
the forcfaid prifoners were committed, entered into the 
lifts ; and therein engaging as the manner is, had 
-.broken many ' ftaves very valiantly, running as well 
againft the count of Montgomery, as divers others. 
Whereupon he was highly commended by the fpecta- 
tors. And becaufe he was thought to have done enough, 
' they defired him to leave off with praife : but he being 
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the more inflamed with the hearing of his praife, would 
needs run another courfe with Montgomery : who then 
refilling to run againft the king, and kneeling on his 
knees for pardon not to run 5 the king being eagerly fet, 
commanded him on his allegiance to run, and (as fome 
affirm) he alfo put the ftaff in his hand, unto whofe hand 
he had committed the aforefaid prifoners a little before. 
Montgomery being thus enforced, whether he would or 
no, to run againft the king, prepared himfelf after the 
beft manner to obey the king's commandment. Where- 
upon he and the king met together fo fiercely, that in 
breaking their fpears the king was ftruck with the 
counter blow, fo right in one of his eyes, by reafon that 
the vifor of his helmet fuddenly fell down at the fame 
jnftant, that the fplinters entered into his head s fo that 
the brains were touched, and thereupon fo feftered, that 
no remedy could be found, although phyficians and fur- 
geons were fent from all parts of the realm, and alfo 
from Brabant, from king Philip,- but nothing availed, 
fo that the 1 rth day after, that is, the 10th of July 1559, 
he miferably ended his life, having reigned 12 years, 
3 months, and 10 days. 



$bt lamentable Hiftory o/JOHN WHITMAN, Shoe- 
maker, who Juffered mofi cruel Torments at Oftend, in 
Flanders, Anno 1572. 

JOHN WHITMAN, Shoemaker, about the age of 
49 years, born in Tinen, a town in Brabant, after 
his coming over into England, dwelt in Rye, in the 
county of Suffex, being married 23 years ; always a 
profeiTor of the gofpel, as well in the time of freedom 
as in the time of perfecution. About Candlemas, in 
the year 1572,' unknown to his friends in Rye, under- 
ftanding of lhipping in Rye, which was ready bound 
for Oftend in Flanders, he went on board the Saturday 
morning, and arrived at Oftend that night, where he 
lodged with one of his kinfmen dwelling there. The 
next day being Sunday, in the morning, he, accompa- 
nied with his laid kinfman, took his journey, at it were 
to have paired into the higher country. 

When they were about three miles on their journey 
out of the town, Whitman immediately returned back 
to Oftend, whither fo fobn as he was come, he imme- 
diately went to church, and at the time of the heave- 
offering, ftept to the facrificer, and took from his head 
the idol, faying thefe words in the Dutch tongue, Is 
this your God ? And fo breaking it, caft it down under 
his feet. The people laid hold on him, and he was 
carried, immediately to prifon. The next day the judges 
and other counfellors being afTembled, he was brought 
forth into the common-hall, and examined of this fact, 
the intent, the counfel, and abettors thereof, and alfo 
of his faith ; where he very conftantly in defence of his 
chriftian faith, and great deteftation of idolatry, be- 
haved himfelf in fuch a manner, that he wrung tears 
from the eyes of feveral, both of the chief, and others 
prefent. So he was committed again to prifon. The 
next day being Tuefday, he was brought out again before 
the judges into the fame place, and being examined as 
before, he no whit abated, but increafed in his conftancy. 
Whereupon fentence was given upon him to have his 
hand cut off, and his body fcorched to death, and after 
to be hanged up. So the day following, being Wednes- 
day, he was brought out of prifon to the townhall, ftand- 
ing in the market-place, all things being prepared there 
for the execution. The hangman went into the hall, 
and with a cord tied his hands, and came out leading 
him thereby. As foon as Whitman was out of the houfe, 
he made fuch hafte, and as it were ran to the place 
of execution, fo that he drew the hangman after 
him. There was a poft fet up with fpars from the top 
thereof, a flope, down to the ground, in the manner of 
a tent, to the intent that he ftiould be only fcorched to 
death, and not burned. When he was come to the 
place, the hangman commanded him to lay down his 
right hand upon a block, which he immediately with a 
hatchet fmote off : the good man ftill continuing con- 
No. 60. 



ftant, the hangman ftept behind him, and bid him put 
out his tongue, through which he thruft a long instru- 
ment like a packing-needle, and fo let it ftick. Then 
the judges, (landing by in the common-hall, read again 
his crime and fentence. Whereunto he could make no 
anfwer, his tongue hanging out of his head : then he was 
ftripped to his waiftcoat, and put within his tent, and 
made faft with two chains, and fire was put round about, 
which broiled and fcorched his body moft miferably, 
till he was quite black, he not being fcen, but heard to 
make a noife within the tent. When he was dead, 
he was carried out to be hanged upon a gibbet near 
the town. 



The Oration o/JOHN HALES to her Majefty Oucen 
ELIZABETH, on her Acceffion to the Throne?' 

ALTHOUGH there be innumerable gifts and bene- 
fits of Almighty God, whereof every one would 
wonderfully comfort any perfon, on whom it fhould 
pleafe his goodnefs to beftow it ; yet is none of them 
either feparated by itfelf, or joined with any other, or 
yet all mingled together, to be companied to this one, 
That it hath pleafcd God of his mercy to deliver this 
realm, our country, from the tyranny of malicious 
Mary, and to commit it to the government of virtuous 
Elizabeth. For if a man had all the trcafure of Solo- 
mon, and might not be fuffered to have the ufe thereof, 
in what better cafe was he than miferablc Tantalus, over 
whofe head the apples continually hung, yet being 
ftarved with hunger he could never touch them? If a 
man had as ftrong a body as Sampfon had, and befides, 
were as whole as a fifh, as the proverb is, yet if he were 
kept in bands, what fhould it avail him ? Yea, rather, 
if it be well confidered, it is a hurt to him, if continu- 
ance of torment and pains may be a hurt. 

If a man had as many children as Gideort the judge 
had, and might not be fo fuffered to bring them up in 
the fear of God, and good manners and knowledge, had 
he not been more happy without them, than to have 
them ? If a man had as much knowledge of God as Sr. 
Paul had, and durft nor profefs it openly with his mouth, 
as he is commanded, but for fear of death fhould declare 
the contrary, flander the word of God, and deny Chrift, 
which is forbidden, fhould it not rather be a furtherance 
to his damnation than otherwife ? 

And to be fhort, if any man had all thefe gifts toge- 
ther, or generally all the gifts of fortune, the body, the 
mind, and of grace, yet if he might not have the ufe of 
them, what fhould they profit him ? Verily nothing at 
all. For felicity is not in having, but in ufing ; not 
in poffeffing, but in occupying ; not in knowledge, but 
in doing. 

But alas, our natural mother England, which hath 
been counted the fureft, the richeft, and of late the moft 
godly nation of the earth, hath been thefe whole five 
years moft violently by tyrants forced to want the ufe 
of all the gifts and benefits wherewith God and nature 
hath indued her. Her natural and loving children would 
not be fuffered to enjoy their right inheritance, whereby 
they might relieve and fuccour her or themfelves ; but 
whatfoever they had, was either by open force, or by 
crafty dealing pulled from them. And furely this had 
been tolerable, if none other mifchief had been there- 
with intended. 

He is a gentle thief (if thieves may be counted gen- 
tle) that only robbeth a man of his goods, and refraineth 
violent hands from his perfon. For fuch lofs, with labour 
and diligence, may by recovered. He may be called a 
merciful -murderer, that only killeth the aged parents, 
and ufcth no force on the children. 

Nature hath made all men mortal, and that in like 
fpace ; and to kill the parents, is as it weTe a prevention 
of a fhort time, if it were to the uttermoft enjoyed. But 
thefe tyrants were more ungentle than common thieves, 
more devoid of mercy than common murderers. For 
they were contented not only to have the goods of the 
people, but they would have it delivered to them by the 
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owners' own hands, that it might be fliid to the world 
ihcy K ave with their heart; and they were not therewith 
uicicd buc they would have theirlives, that they fliould 
tot be^'ay them; and yet herewith they were not latis- 
ded but they meant to root out the whole progeny and 
nation of Engliflimen, that none fliould be left to revenge 
and cry out on their extremitics.and to bring our coun- 
try into the Spaniards' dominion. 

It is in horrible cruelty for one brother to kill ano- 
ther .Much more horrible for children to lay violent and 
r .j , i n their parents, but molt horrible of 

all to murder the children in the fight of their parents, 
or the Dircnts in the light of their children, as thefe 
moll cruel tormentors have done. 

But what Co I Hand in thefe things which have fame 
defence, becaufe the Turks perchance ufed fo to do, and 
heathens kill one another, to make faenfice of men to 
their lam aft ical gods? • 
- It was net enough for thefe unnatural Englifli tor- 
mentors, tyrants, and ialfe chriftians, to be the lords of 
.he goods, potfelfions, and bodies of their brethren and 
countrymen; but being -very Antichrifts, and enemies 
of Chnlt's crofs, they would be gods, and reign in the 
, onlcicnces and fouls of men. Every man, woman, 
,: id child, miift deny Chrilt in word openly; abhor 
Chrilt in their deeds ; flander his gofpel with word and 
deed • worfllip and honour falfe gods, as they would 
have them, and themfelvcs did; and fo give body and 
foul to the devil their matter , or fecretly fly ; or after 
inw-ird torments be burned openly. O cruelty ! cruelty 
far exceeding all cruelties committed 
and famous tyrants and cruel nuir 
Herod, Caligula, Nero, Domitian, M 
fian, and Decius, whole names, for 
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1. If' any man would take 
:icularly all the acts that have 
ears, by this unnatural woman, 
lonftcr, and the devil of hell, 
•we-cd with the Shape .of a woman) as it is rnoft ncccf 
farv, for the glory of God, and the profit of hi. 
church and tl-Ts realm, it lhould be done; he fliall 
find it a matter fufficient for a perfect great luftoiy, 
and not to be contained in an oration, to be uttered at 
one time by the voice of one man ; but to compicliena. 
the fuin of all their wickednefs in few words, behold, 
whatlbever malice in mifchicf, covetoufnefs in fpoil, 
cruekv in punifiiing, tyranny in dellruction, could do, 
that all this poor Englifli nation this full five years 
fullered already, or fliould have flittered, had not rhc 
preat mercy of God prevented it. 

And albeit there have been many that have hazarded 
and loft their lives to fliake off this rnoft rough brake, 
1, , ith tl is viragin, rather than virgin.as flic would 
be called and taken, boafted herfclf to be fent of God, 
to ride and tame the people of England J albeit there 
lvve been many that have gone about to loofc then- 
brethren out of the yoke of this molt miferablc captivity, 
and albeit fome have proved to break the bands of this 
moll" cruel tyranny, yet could they never bring to pafs 
that which they fo earneftly laboured, and fo maiufeftly 

att And it is not to be wondered, let the papifts boaft 
rlvreof what it plcafeth them. For Almighty God 
bcino- a moft righteous governor, punifiiing evil, and 
" 1,. of could not of his juftice fuller his 
< i , U loon 'to be taken from this our land, if he 
meaiV' the fiilvatioij of the people, as molt maniteitly 
it ■ur--e.veth he did. For having .once given to this 
realm' the -reared je*vcl that might be, that is, the free 
ufc of hi- l" ve-ly word (which, if they had embraced and 
fdlowcd it, would have reformed all diforders and 
fins for which his wrath was kindled and provoked) 
the people nothing regarded ir, bur either utterly con- 
temned it, or abufed it; and many made it a cloak and 
colour to cover their mifchicf. So that if he fliould 
fuddenly have withdrawn this plague,^ (as _ tyrants 
and evil governors be the plagt 



of God) they 



would never have paffed on his juftice, nor yet fliould 
they have felt the fwectnefs of his mercy. For com- 
monly the people regard but things prefent, and nei- 
ther remember things paft, nor yet pafs on things to 
come, unlefs they be warned by exceeding cxtre- 

Befides this, it is rnoft evident, that he had deter- 
mined to make this noble conqueft alone with his own 
hand and mighty power, and would not that it fliould 
be done by man, left man lhould impute any part of 
the glory of this victory to his own ftrength, or to his 
own policy, or that fortune fliould feem to bear any 
ftrokc in fo glorious a conqueft, and fo be partaker, in 
men's opinions, of the triumph fo worthy. 

Neither did this almighty power work this when man 
would have it difpatched, that is, as foon as the enemy- 
began to gather their force; lor it is not fo great a 
victory to difcomfit a few difperfed people, as it is 
to deltroy a perfectly united army; but he fuffered 
them to make their force as great as was pofiible, to 
work whatfoever mifehiefs by fmile, banifliment, pri- 
fonmenr, hanging, heading, burning, or othcrwife 
could be imagined. 

Neither would this molt provident wifdom do ir out 
of feal'on : but as the good hufbandman doth not crop 
his tree, till he hath rendered his fruit ; fo would he not 
.root out thefe peltilent tyrants, till the molt profit might 
be taken thereof. 

When he had given fufficient leifurc to all kind of 
men to declare thcmfelves who were crocodiles, fornc- 
time lying in water, fomctime on land, that is, both 
gofpellers" and papifts ; who were fpunges, fufpectcd 
whether they had life or not life, whether they were 
chrillians or epicures; who were camclions, that could 
turn themfelvcs into all colours, with protectants, pro- 
tectants ; with papifts, papifts; with Spaniards, Spa- 
niards; with Engliftimcn, Engliflimen j who were 
Gnathos, that could apply themfelves to every man's 
appetite that was in authority: who were marigolds, 
that followed Mary's mad affections ; who were wea- 
ther-cocks, that did turn with every wind ; who were 
maftives, that could bite and bark not; who were curs, 
ever barking; who were foxes, that would promife 
much, and perform nothing; who could bind them- 
felves with many oaths, and do clean contrary ; who 
were Cains, that "fought the innocent Abels' deaths ; 
who were the wolves that worried the lambs; and 
finally when he had fuffered the fpiritual ihavclings to 
fpuc out their venom, and every man plainly to declare 
outwardly what he was inwardly ; then doth he work 
this molt victorious conqueft. And with his works 
he feemeth plainly to fay thus unto us : Ye fee, my 
people, what I have done' for you, not for your fakes, 
which nothing regarded the benefits that I molt plcntc- 
oufiy poured on you, and have 'deferved rnoft grievous 
punifhmcnt for your unlhankfulnefs ; but of mine 
infinite mercy, and for my glory's fake, which I will 
have opened to all the world in thefe latter days, to 
the fear of evil doers,, and to the comfort of the 
well doers. Provoke no more my wrath: ye fee what 
will follow it : be hereafter more prudent and. wile than 
ye were before : ye may, if ye will, be more circumfpcct 
in time to come, than ye have been in the time pall : ye 
may, if ye lift, put me to lefs trouble, and keep your- 
fclvcs in more fafety. I have not only difcovercd mine, 
vour's, and my land of England's enemies, and all the 
crafts, fubtilties, and policies that have been or may 
be ufed by them, or any like hereafter, but I have 
alfo taken away their head and captain, and deftroyed 
a great number of them, that ye fliould not be 
troubled with them, and fome of them have I left, that 
•ye may make them fpectacles and examples, to the ter- 
ror and fear of their pofterity. Love me, and I wi 
love you : feck my honour and glory, and I will work 
your commodity and fafety : walk in my ways ana 
commandments, and I will be with you for ever. 
Surely, if we confider the wonderful mercy that it hatn 
pleafed God to ufe towards us, in the delivering ot the 
realm and us his people, out of the hands of thole mo 
cruel tyrants, as we cannot but do, unlefs wc w 
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declare ourfelves to be . the moft.. unthankful people 
that" ever lived, we muft needs judge. ft not only worthy 
to be compared, but alio far to exceed the deliverance 
of the children of Hrael out of. Egypt from the 
tyranny of Pharaoh, and from the . powers of Ho- 
lofernes and Senacherib. For it is not read that either 
Pharaoh or the other two fought any other thing, than 
to be the lords of the goods and bodies of the Ifraclites ; 
they forced thcm'jiot to commit adultery, and to ferve 
falfe gods, as thefe Englifh tyrants did. 

But, befides, if we will note the wonderful works of 
God in handling this matter, we (hall well perceive, 
that tar much more is wrought to his glory, and to the 
profit of his church and people, than perchance all men 
ac the firft do fee. For he hath not only difpacched 
the realm of the chief pcrfonages and head of thefe 
tyrants, but alio, as it were declarcth, that he minded 
not that either they or their doings fhould continue. 
For albeit that all acb, done by tyrants tyrannoufly be 
by all laws, reafon and equity, of no force ; yet becaufc 
no depuration mould follow on this, what is tyrannoufly 
done, and what is not tyrannoufly done, he hath provi 
ded that this queftion needeth not to come in queftion. 
For he utterly blinded their eyes, and fuffcred them to 
build on falfe grounds, which can no longer ftand than 
they are propped up with rope, fwoid, and faggot, 
lor her firlt parliament, whereon they grounded and 
wrought a great part of their tyranny, and wherein 
they meant to overthrow whatifoever king Edward 
had for the advancement of God's glory brought to 
pafs, was of no force or authority. For flie perceiv. 
ing that her. enemies' ftomach could not be emptied 
nor her malice fpued on the people by any good' 
order, ftie committeth a great diforder. She by 
force and violence takech from the commons their 
liberty, that, according to the ancient laws and cuftoms 
ot the realm, they could not have their free election 
of knights and burgeffes for the parliament. For 
ilie well knew, that if either chriftian men, or true 
Enghfhmen, mould be -.elected, it was not poflible 
ior that to fucceed which .fhe intended. And, there- 
fore, in, many places divers were chofen.' by' force 
of her threats, meet to ferye her malicious affections. 
Wherefore that parliament was no parliament, but 
may be jultly called a confpiracy of tyrants and 
traitors : for the greater ■ : part, by whofe authority 
and voices things proceeded in that court, by their 
afts moll: manifeftly declared „thcmfelves- 'fp : the reft 
.both chnftians and true, Englishmen, although "they 
had good wills, yet were, riot able to refi'ft or. prevail 
againft themultitu.de of voices and fuffrages of fo rnany 
evil, falfe to , God, and ^enemies to their country 
Alio divers burgeffes, being orderly chofen, and'lawl 
fully returned, (aVm fqrqe places the people did wi,:,:. 
they could to refill hen purpofes) ..were diforderly and 
unlawfully put out, and others without any order of 
law put in their places. Doclor Taylor, b'iihop "of 
Uncoln, a chriftian brmop and a true Englilhman, 
being lawfully and orderly called to the parliament, 
and placed in the lords' houfe in his degree, was in his 
robes by violence thrtift out of the home. Alexander 
Well with two others, all three being burgeffes for 
divers fnires.and chriftian men and true Englifhmen, 
and lawfully chofen, returned, .and admitted,' were by 
force put out of the houfe of commons : for which 
cauie.-thc faid parliament is alfo void, as.cby , a pre- 
lident of the parliament' holden at ■ Coventry- in the 
38th year of - king Henry the fixth, it moft' mani- 
feftly appeareth. And the • third . parliament, . called 
in^the name of her hufband,' and of her evil grace, 
wherein -they; would have- ' undone what"; her: noble 
rather and the'realm. had brought to pafs: for > the ■ reft i- 
tution of the- liberty of the -realm,- and.for exttriguilh- 
ment of the ufurped authority of the bilhop of Jiome, 
is alfo void,- and of none' authority. . Foir. tbaif; the. title 
and ftile ofthe fupreme h'ead!ofthe churchiof England, 
which by *«ftatute made -in -the : 35th . year of the 
reign of the faid ■ king : Henry, was ordained that it 
mould-be united. and annexed for ever to the,imperiat 
crown of this realm, was -omitted in the. writs of fum- 
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monihg. Wherefore as a woman "cm briii.r forth no 
child withoot a man, fo cannot thofe writs bring forth 
good and fure fruit, becaufe this part of the tide 
which was ordained by the parliament far the form to 
be always ufed in the king's ftile; was left out For 
greater error is in lack of form, than in lack of matter 
And where the foundation is bad, there ca-i nothing- 
built thereon be good. There is no law fpi ,-itual or' 
temporal (as they term them) nor'any good reafon, but 
allow thele rules for infallible principles And ' if 
any man will fay, that ir was not in the free choice 
liberty, and pleafure of the king of this realm and the 
queen, whether they would exprefs the faid title in their 
ftile or not, as that fubtle ferpent, Gardiner, being 
chancellor of the realm, and traiteroufly fending out 
the writs of parliament without the fame ftile perceiv 
ing he had ovcrfliot Himfelf in calling the parliament 
and having committed many horrible murders and 
moft mifchicvous acts, would have excufed ir as ao 
pears by a piece of a ftatute made in- the fame mr" 
liamenr, in the eighth chapter, and two-and-rwenthVh 
'--if.Jt may be jultly and truly anfwered, that they 
"h every pcrfon may by 
c right, yet may he not 
ignt m that which toucheth the com- 
monwealth, or a third pcrfon. 

And this title and ftile more touched the common- 
wealth of England, than the king. For, as I faid be- 
fore, it was ordained for the confervation ofthe liberty 
of the whole realm, and to exclude the ufurped autho 
rity of the bifhop of Rome. And therefore no king 
nor queen alone could renounce fuch title • but it ought 
(if they would have it taken away; to be taken away 
orderly and formally by act of parliament fufficiently 
called and fummoned. For the natural and right way 
to loofe and undo things, is to diffolve them by that 
means they were ordained. And fo it moft manifeftly 
appeareth, that all their doings, from the beginning to 
-the end, were and be of none effect, or. authority : but 
that they have done, hath been mere tyranny. O 
providence of Almighty God, that al- 



ways, and in all th.ngs doth what is bell for the wealth 
;of his people! O moft mighty Power, that fo fuddenly 
overwhelrneth the counfels of the wicked, and bringeth 
their devices to naught! O infinite Mercy that ib 
: gcntLy.dealcth wi f h his people, that he faveth them 
whom he might, moft jultly deftroy ! O moft joyful 
: mpft glorious and never-to-be-forgotten Hope- Wed! 
.nefday, in which it hath pleafed thee, O God, to 
.QeUyer thy church, this realm, and thy people from 
fo horrible a tyranny ! No tongue can exprefs no 
pen can indite, no eloquence can worthily fet 'out 
much lefs exornaxe thefe .thy marvellous doings No' 
no. heart is able to render unto thy goodnefs fu'fficicnt 
thanks, for the benefits we have received. Who could 
.ever have hoped for this moft joy fultime ? Yea who 
did not look rather for thy moft fharp vifitation, and 
, utter deftruction of this realm, as of Sodom, Gomorrah 
.and. Jerufalem, 

But we fee and feel, good Lord, that thy mercy is 
/greater than all men's lias, and far above all thy works 
And albeit, there is ho chriftian, and natural Englifli' 
man, woman or child, either prefent or that fhaM fuc- 
.ceed us, who is not, or fhall not be partaker of this 
moft exceeding mercy and wonderful benefit of Al- 
mighty God ; and therefore is bound continually to 
praife and thank him: yet, there is not one creature 
.that: is more bound fo to do, than you, noble queen 
-Elizabeth. For in this horrible tyranny and moft cruel 
: perfection, your. grace-hath been more hunted for than 
any other. Diver's times they have taken you ; foroe- 
' times they have had you 'in ftrong hold,' fecludcd 
'.from all liberty,- fometimes at liberty, but not out of 
.the ouftody of cruel gaolers ; and many times they de- 
termined, that without juftice ye fhould be privily 
-.murdered. They thought, if your grace had been fup- 
preffe.d, they fhould have fully prevailed : ifyou had 
; been deftroy ed, their doings for ever ftiould be cfta- 
. bliftied : if you had been taken out of the way, there 
; were none left that would or could undo what they 
had 
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had ordained. But he' that fitteth on high, and laugh- 
cth at their madnefs, would not fuffcr that the mali- 
cious purpofes, and moft cruel devifed injuftice mould 
Jiave fuccefs. He took upon him the prot&flion of you. 
He only hath been our Jeofeba, that preferved you from 
this wicked Athalia. He only was the Joiada that 
destroyed this cruel Athalia. He only hath made 
you queen of this realm, instead of this mifchievous 
Marana. No earthly creature, therefore, can claim 
the fmalleft merit : no man's force, no man's counfel, 
no man's aid, hath been the caufe thereof. Therefore, 
the greater his benefits have been toward you, the more 
are you bound to feck his glory, and to fet forth his 
honour. You fee his power, what he is able to do ; he 
alone can fave, and he can deftroy s he can pull down, 
and he can fet tip; If you fear him, and feek to do his 
will, then will he favour you, and preferve you to the 
end from all enemies, as he did king David. If you 
now fall from him, or juggle with him, look for no 
more favour than Saul hath (hewed to him. But I have 
a good hope, that both his juftice and benefits be fo 
printed in your heart, that you will never fo*get 
them, but feek by all means to have the one, and to 
fear to fall into the other. I truft alfo, your wifdom 
will not only confider the caufes of this late moft ftiarp 
vifitation, but alfo to your uttermoft power endeavour 
to out-root them. 

And fbrafmuch as befides this infinite mercy poured 
on your grace, it hath pleafed his divine providence to 
constitute your highnefs to be our Deborah, to be the 
governefs and head of the body ©f this realm, to have 
the charge and cure thereof, it is requifite above all 
things, as well for his glory and honour, as for your 
•difcharge, quietnefs and fafety, to labour that the fame 
body now at the firft be cleanfed, made whole, and then 
kept in good order. For, if the body of man be cor- 
rupted.and difeafed, he is not able to manage his things 
at home, much lefs to do any thing abroad : fo if the 
body of the realm be corrupt and out of order, it mall 
neither be able to do any thing abroad, if neceffity ftiould 
require, nor yet profper in itfelf. But this may not 
be done with piecing and patching, cobbling and 
botching, as was ufed m time paft, whilft your moft 
noble father and brother reigned. For, if a man 
cut off one head of the ferpent Hydra, and deftroy not 
the whole body, many will grow inftead of that one ; 
and as in a corrupt body that hath many difeafes, 
if the physician ftiould labour to heal one part, and 
not the whole, it will in ftiort time break out afrefh : 
fo, unlefs the body of a realm, or commonwealth, 
be clean purged from corruption, all the particular laws 
and ftatutes that can be devifed ftiall not profit it. 

We need no foreign examples to prove it : look upon 
this realm itfelf, it will plainly declare it. And as it 
is not enough to clea-rife the body from it's corruption, 
but there mult be alfo prefefvatives miniftered to keep 
it from putrcfadtion ; for naturally of itfelf it is difpofcd 
' to putrify : fo, after the body of a realm is purged, 
unlefs there be godly ordinances for the preservation 
thereof ordained, and duly miniftered, it will return 
to the old ftate. For this body, which is the people, 
is universally naturally difpofcd to evil ; and without 
compulsion will hardly do what is their duty. 

Thus muft your grace do, if you mind the advance- 
ment of God's glory, your own quietnefs and fafety, 
and the wealth of this your politic body. And thfey 
be not hard to bring to pafs, where good-will will 
vouchfafe to take to her a little pain. The realm will 
foon be purged, if vice and felf-love be utterly con- 
demned. It will be in good ftate preferved, if thefe 
three things — God's word truly taught and preached, 
youth well brought up in godly and honeft exercifes^ 
and juftice rightly miniftered, may be perfectly con- 
-ftituted. And without this foundation, let men' ima- 
gine what it pleafeth them, the fpiritual houfe of God 
ftiall never be well framed or budded* nor the public 
ftate of your realm well ordered. For in what body 
God's word lacketh, the unity and charity that ought 
to be among the members thereof, and which knitteth 
them together, is foon extinguished. Where the youth 



is neglected, there can no good fuccefs be hoped ; no 
more than the hulbandman can look for a good crop 
where he fowed no feed. And where juftice is not 
truly and rightly miniftered, there the more laws and 
ftatutes be heaped together, the more they be con- 
temned. And furely, if this thing could not without 
exceeding charges be compafled, (and God forbid that 
charges Ihould be weighed, be they ever fo great, 
where God's glory and the wealth of the realm may 
be furthered) yet ought it not to be negle&ed. What 
charges did David, and Solomon his fon, employ to 
build the ftony houfe of God? How much more charges 
fliould a christian prince employ to build and fet up 
the lively houfe of God ? But verily, I am fully per- 
fuaded that it ftiall not be chargeable to do this. No; - 
a great deal of superfluous charges, which otherwife 
your grace ftiall be forced to fuftain, ftiall thus be clean 
cut away, and fo your revenues, by means moft pro- 
fitable, and to no good perfon hurtful, increafed. 

Therefore, for God's fake, noble queen, let not the 
opportuuity, now by God offered, be by your grace 
omitted. A phyfician can in nothing fo much declare 
his good will and cunning, nor purchafe himfelf fo great 
eftimation, as when he findeth his patient thoroughly 
fick and weakened, and doth reftore him to his perfect 
health and perfection. Likewife, if a prince mould 
defire of God, a thing whereby he might declare the 
zeal that he beareth to God, or whereby he might 
win fame and glory, he could defire nothing fo much, 
as to come into a ftate corrupted, as this realm of 
England at prcfent is, not to deftroy it, as did 
Caefar, but to make it, as did Romulus. 

If your grace can bring this to pafs, (and. I am out 
of all doubt you may quickly) you ftiall do more than 
any of your progenitors did before you. All men fhall 
confefs, that you are not only for proximity of blood 
preferred, but rather ofGod fpecially fent and ordained. 
And as the queen of Sheba came from far off to fee the 
glory of king Solomon, a woman to a man, even fo ftiall 
the princes of our time come, men to a woman, and 
kings marvel at the virtue of queen Elizabeth. Thus 
ftiall we, your fubjeifts, be moft bound to praife God, 
and to think ourfelves moft happy, that coming fo 
fuddenly from the worfe, be forthwith preferred to the 
belt, rid from extremeft calamity, and brought to 
the greatest felicity ; and it ftiall be, befides, an ex- 
ample for all evil princes, to leave their prefecution 
of Chrift and his members, to ceafe from theit tyranny, 
wherewith they continually opprefs their poor fubjedts.- 
And fo all people, not only we of this your realm, 
but of all other nations, lhall have just caufe to pray 
for your grace's health, and increafe of honour. 

This oration of Mr. Hales being premifed, now let 
us profecute the difputation between the papifts and 
proteftants at Westminster. The copy whereof here 
followeth. 



The Conference or Difputation, bad and Begun at Weft- 
minfter the laft Day of March, upon certain Ouef- 
tions or Articles of Religion propofed, and alfo of the 
breaking up of the fame, by the Papifts* Default, at the 
Firft Beginning of Queen ELIZABETH. 

SO it pleafeth the queen's moft excellent majesty, 
having heard of the diversity of opinions in certain 
matters of religion amongft fundry of her loving fub- 
jedts, and being very defirous to have the fame reduced 
to fome godly and chrrftian concord, (by the advice of 
the lords, and others of the privy council, as well for 
the fatisfaction of perfons doubtful, as alfo for the 
knowledge of the very truth in certain matters of diffe- 
rence) to have a convenient chpfen number of the belt 
learned of either ; par t, and to confer together their opi- 
nions and reafons, and thereby to come to fome good 
and charitable agreement. And hereupon, by her ma- 
iefty's commandment, certain of her privy council de- 
clared this purpofe to the archbilhop of York .(-being 
alfo one of the fame privy council), and required him 
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that he would impart the fame to fome of the bilhops, 
and to make choice of eight, nine, or ten of them, and 
that there mould be the like number named of the other 
part. And further alfo they declared to him (as then 
was fuppofed ) what the matter fliould be. And as- 
for the time, if was thought meet to be as foorf^as 
poflible might be agreed upon. And then, after cer- 
tain days paft, it was fignified' by the faid archbifhop, 
that there were appointed, by fuch of the bilhops to 
whom he had imparted this matter, nine pcrfons, 
that is to fay, -five bifliops and four dodtors k The 
names of whom here follow underwritten: 

The Papifts. 
The bHhop of Winchefter. Dr. Cole. 1 
The bifliop of Litchfield. Dr. Harpsfield. 
The bifliop of Chefter. Dr. Langdale. 

The bifliop of Carlifle. Dr. Ghedfey. 

The bifliop of Lincoln. 

The Proteftants. 
Dr. Scory, bifliop of Mr. Home. 

Chichefter. Mr. Sands. 

Dr. Coxe. Mr. Geft. 

Mr. Whitehead. Mr. Aelmer. 

Mr. Grihdall. Mr. Jewell. 

Thefe were content, at the queen's command, to fliew 
their opinions, and, as the faid archbiftiop termed it, 
render account of their, faith in thofe matters which 
were mentioned, and that efpecially in writing, although 
he faid, he thought the fame fo determined; -as there 
was no caufe to difpute upon them. The matter 
they were to talk upon, was comprehended in thefe 
three propofitions hereunder fpecified : ■ 



5 facrarncnts. 

St. Every church hath authority to appoint; take away, 

and change ceremonies arid ecclefiaftical rites fo the 

fame be to edification. 
3. It cannot be proved by the word of God, that there 

is in the mafs offered up a facrifice propitiatory for 

the quick and the dead. 

It was hereupon fully refolved by the queen's ma- 
jelly, with the advice af'orefaid, that according to their 
defire, it fliould be in writing on bpth parts, for avoid- 
ing of much altercation in words ; and that the faid 
bifliops would, becaufe they were in authority of degree 
fuperior, firft declare their opinions in the matter, with 
their reafons in writing. And the other number, be- 
ing alfo^nine men of good degree in fchools, and fome 
having been in dignity in the church of England, if 
they had any thing to fay to the contrary, fliould the 
fame day declare their opinions in like maimer, and fo 
each of them fliould deliver their writings to the other, 
to be confidered what were to be improved therein, and 
the fame to declare again in writing at fome other 
convenient day, and the like order to be kept in'all the 
reft of the matters. All this was fully agreed upon 
with the archbifliop of York, and fo alfo fignified to 
both parties. 

And immediately hereupon, divers of the nobility 
and Mates of the realm understanding that fuch a meet- 
ing and conference was intended, concerning fuch mat- 
ters as were to be confirmed by parliament according 
to the decifion of thefe learned doctors ; they peti- 
tioned her majefty that the parties of this conference 
might be put to read their affertions in the Englifli 
tongue, and that in the prefence of them, of the nobi- 
lity, and others of her parliament-houfe, for the better 
fatisfaction, and enabling of their own judgments, to 
treat and conclude of fuch laws as might depend here- 
upon. 

This, alfo, being thought very reafonable, was fig- 
nified to both parties, and fully agreed upon, and the 
day appointed for the firft meeting to be on Friday in 
• No. 60. 



the forenoon, being the laft day of March, at Weftmin- 
fter church. Where were prefent by the queen's com- 
mand, the lords and others of the privy council, and a 
great part of the nobility, both to honour and fee good 
order in the conference. And notwithftanding this 
former order appointed, and confented unto by both 
parties, yet the bifliop of Winchefter and his colleagues 
alledged they had miftaken that their auertions and rea- 
fons ihould be written* and fo only recited out of the 
book faying, their book was not then ready written, but 
they were ready to argue and difpute, and therefore they 
would for that time repeat in fpeech, that which they 
had to fay to the firft probation. 

This variation from the former order, and efpecially 
from that which themfelvcs had by the faid archifhop in 
writing before required, adding thereto the reafon of the 
apoftle, that to contend with words is profitable to no- 
thing, but to the fubverfion of the hearer, feemed to the 
queen's council fomewhat ftrange, and yet was it per- 
mitted without any great reprehenfion, becaufe they 
excufed themfclves with miftaking the order, and agreed 
that they would notfail but put it in writing, and, accord- 
ing to the former order, deliver it to the other part; and 
lo the faid bifliop of Winchefter and his colleagues, 
appointed doctor Cole, dean of St. Paul's, to be the 
utterer of their minds; who partly by fpeech only, and 
partly by reading of written authorities and at certain 
times being informed by his colleagues what to fay, made 
a declaration of their meanings and their reafons to their 
firft propofition: which being ended, they werealked by 
the privy council if any of them had any more to fay, 
and they faid, No. So as the other part was licenced to 
fliew their minds, which they, did according to the firft 
order, exhibiting all that which they meant to be pro- 
pounded, in a book written, which, after a prayer and 
invocation, made moft humbly to Almighty God for the 
enduing of them with his Holy Spirit, and a proteftation 
alfo to ftand to the doctrine of the catholic church built; 
upon the fcriptures, and the doctrine of the prophets and 
the apoftles, was diftinftly read by one Robert Home, 
bachelor.of divinity, late dean of Durham, and after 
bifliop of Winchefter. The copy of which their pro- 
teftation here followeth, according as it was by him 
penned and exhibited, with their preface alfo before the 
.fame. 

Tbe Protestation. 

FORASMUCHas it is thought good unto the queen's 
moft excellent majefty (unto whom in the Lord all 
obedience is due) that \vc fliould declare our judgment 
in writing upon certain propofitions ; we, as becometh 
us to do herein, moft gladly obey. 

Seeing that Chrift is our only Mafter, whom the Fa- 
ther hath commanded us to hear; and feeing alfo his 
word is the truth, from which it is not lawful for us to 
depart, no not one hair's breath, and againft which (as 
the apoftle faith) we can do nothing ; we do in all things 
fubmit ourfelves unto this truth, and do proteft that we 
will affirm nothing againft the fame. 

And forafmuch as we have for our mother the true 
and catholic church of Chrift, which is grounded upon 
the doctrine of the apoftles and prophets, and is ofChrft 
the head in all things governed ; we do reverence her 
judgment, we obey her authority as becometh children ; 
and we do devoutly profefs, and in all points follow the 
faith which is contained in the three creeds, that is to 
fay, of the apoftles, of the council of Nice, and of 
Athanafius. 

And feeing that we never departed, neither from the 
doclrine of God which is contained in the holy canonical 
fcriptures, nor yet from the faith of the true and catho- 
lic church of Chrift ; but have preached truly the word 
of God, and have fincerly miniftered thefacraments ac- 
cording to the inftitution of Chrift, unto which our doc- 
trine and faith the moft part alfo of our adverfaries did 
fubferibe not many years paft (although now as unnatural 
they are revolted from the fame), we defire that they 
render account of their backfliding, and fliew fome caufe 
wherefore they do not only refift that doctrine which 
8 L they 
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they have before profeflcd, but alfo perfec,ute the fame 
by all means they can. We do not doubt, but through 
the equity of the queen's molt excellent majefty, we 
Shall in thefe difputations be treated more gently than in 
^ears late paft, when we were handled mod unjuftly and 
fcantly after the common manner of men. As for the 
judgment of the whole controverfy, wc refer unto the 
molt holy fcriptures, and the catholic church of Chrift 
(whofe judgment unto us ought to be moft facred) : 
notwithstanding by the catholic church we understand 
not the RomiCh church, whereunto our adverfarics 
attribute fuch reverence, but that which St. Auguftine 
and other fathers affirm, ought to be fought in the holy, 
fcriptures, and which is governed and led by the Spirit 
of Chrift. 

It is againft the word of God, and the cuftom of the 
primitive church, to ufe a tongue unknown to the peo- 
ple in common prayers and administration of the facra- 
ments. 

By thefe words (the word of God J we mean only the. 
written word of God, or canonical fcriptures. 

And by the cuftom of the primitive church, we mean 
the order moft generally ufed in the church for the fpace 
of 500 years after Chrift, in which times there lived the 
moft notable fathers, as Jutlin, Ireneus, Tertullian, 
Cyprian, Bafil, Chryfottom, Hierom, Ambrofe, Au- 
guftine, &c. 

This aflertibn above written hath two parts. Firft, 
That the ufeof the tongue not understood of the people, 
in common prayers of the church, or in the administra- 
tion of the facraments, is againft God's word. .. 

The fecond, That the fame is againft the ufe of the 
primitive church. 

The firft part is moft manifestly proved by the four- 
teenth chapter of the Epiftle to the Corinthians, almoft 
throughout the whole chapter. In which chapter St. 
Paul treateth of this matter Ex profcjfo, purpofely. And 
although fome do cavil that St. Paul fpeaketh not in 
that chapter of praying, but of preaching, yet is it moft 
evident to any indifferent reader of understanding, and 
appeareth alfo by the expoficion of the beft writers, 
that he plainly there fpeaketh not only of preaching and 
prophefying, but alfo of prayer and thankfgiving, and 
generally of all other public actions, which require any 
fpeech in the church or congregation. For of praying 
he faith, 1 will pray with my fpirit, and I will pray with 
my mind; and of thankfgiving (which is a kind of 
prayer) thou giveft thanks well, but the other is not edi- 
fied. And how Shall he which occupieth the room of 
the unlearned fay Amen to thy giving of thanks, when, 
he underftandeth not what thou Saycft? and in the end 
defcending from particulars to a general proportion, 
concludeth, that all things ought to be done to edifica- 
tion. Thus much is clear by the words of St. Paul, 
and the ancient doctors, Ambrofe, Auguftine, Hierom, 
and others, do fo understand this chapter, as it Shall 
appear by their testimonies which Shall follow after- 
ward. 

Upon this chapter of St. Paul we gather thefe reafons 
following. 

Firft, All things done in the church or congregation 
ought fo to be done as they may edify the fame. 

But the ufe of an unknown tongue, in public prayer 
or administration of facraments, doth not edify the con- 
gregation. 

Therefore the ufe of an unknown tongue, in public 
prayer or administration of facraments, is not to be had 
in the church. 

The firft part of this reafoning is grounded upon St. 
Paul's words, commanding all things to be done to 
edification. 

The fecond part is alfo proved by St. Paul's plain 
words. Firft by this Similitude, If the trumpet give 
an uncertain found, who Shall be prepared for battle ? 
Even fo likewifc when you fpeak with tongues, except 
you fpeak words that have Signification, how Shall it be 
understood what is fpoken ? For you Shall but fpeak in 
the air, that is to fay, in vain, and confequently without 
edifying. 

And afterward in the fame chapter he faith, how can 
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he that occupieth the place of the unlearned, fay Amen 
at thy giving of thanks, feeing he underftandeth not 
what thou fayeft ? For thou verily giveft thanks well bur 
the other is not edified. 

Thefe are St. Paul's words, plainly proving, that a 
tongue not understood, doth not edify. And therefore 
both the parts of the reafon thus proved by St. Paul the 
conclufion folio weth necefiarily. * 

Secondly, Nothing is to be fpoken in the congre- 
gation in an unknown tongue, except it be interpreted 
to the people, that it may be understood. For faith St. 
Paul, it there be no interpreter to him that fpeaketh in 
an unknown tongue, let him hold his tongue in the 
church. And therefore the common prayers and admi- 
nistration of facraments,' neither done in a known 
tongue, nor interpreted, are againft the command- 
ment of Paul, and not to be ufed. 

The minister in prayer or administration of the facra- 
ments, ufing language not understood by the hearers, is 
to them barbarous, and alien, which by St. Paul' is 
counted a great abfurdiry. 

It is not to be counted by a christian common prayer, 
where the people prefent declare not their aflent unto it 
by faying Amen, wherein is implied all other words of 
.aflent. 

But St. Paul affirmeth, tljat the people cannot declare 
their aflent in faying Amen, except they understand 
what is faid, as before. 

Therefore it is no chriftian common prayer where 
the people understand not what is faid. 

Paul would'not fuffer in his time a Strange tongue to 
be heard in the common prayer in the church, notwith- 
standing that fuch a kind of fpeech was thena miracle, 
and a Angular gift of the Holy Ghoft, whereby infidels 
might be perfuaded and brought to the faith ; much lefs 
is it to be fuffered now amongft chriftian and faithful 
men, efpecially being no miracle nor efpecial gift of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

Some will peradventure anfwer, that to ufe any kind 
of tongue, in common prayer or administration of facra- 
ments, is a thing indifferent. 

But St. Paul fays to the contrary. For. he command- 
eth all things to be done to edification ; he command- 
eth to keep Silence if there be no interpreter, and in the' 
end of the chapter he concludeth thus : If any man be 
Spiritual or a prophet, let him know that the things 
which 1 write, are the commandments of the Lord. 
And fo Shortly to conclude, the ufe of a Strange tongue, 
in prayer and administration, is againft the word and 
commandment of God. '- 

To thefe reafons, grounded' upon St. Paul's words, 
which are the moft firm foundation for this afiertion, 
divers other reafons may be joined, gathered out of the 
fcriptures and otherwise. 

In the Old Teftament all things pertaining to the 
public prayer, benedictions, thanksgivings, or facrifices, 
were always in their vulgar and natural. tongue. In the 
fecond book of Chronicles, chap. 29. it is written, That 
Ezechias commanded the Levites to praife God with 
the Pfalms of David, and Afaph the prophet, which 
doubtlefs were written in Hebrew, their vulgar tongue. 
If they did fo in the Shadows of the lawj much more 
ought we to do the like, who (as Chrift faith) muft pray 
in fpirit and in truth. 

The final end of our prayer (as David faith) is, "That 
the people affembled together, may declare the name 
of the Lord in Sion, and his praife in Jerufalcm." 

But the name and praifes of God cannot be fet forth 
to the people, unlefs it be done in fuch a tongue as . 
they may understand, therefore common prayer, muft 



The definition of public prayer out of the words of 
Sr. Paul, is, That common prayer is to lift up our com- 
mon defires to God with our minds, and to teftify the 
fame outwardly with our tongues, which definition is 
approved by St. Auguftine. 

The ministration of the Lord's fupper and baptifm 
are, as it were, fermons of the death and refurrection of 
Chrift. 

But fermons to 'the people miift be had in fuch lan- 
guage 
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guage as the people may perceive, otherwife they would 

It is not lawful for a chriltian man to abufe the gifts 
of God : but he that prayeth in the church in a ftrange 
tongue, abufcth the gifts of God. For the tongue ferveth 
only to exprefs the mind of - the fpeaker to the hearer. 
And Auguftine faith, in his Christian Doctrine, book 4, 
chap. x. There is no caufe why we ftiould fpeak, if they 
for whole caufe we fpeak, 'underftand not our fpeakhig. 

The heathen and barbarous nations of all countries 
and forts of men, were they ever fo wild, evermore 
made their prayers and facrifices to their gods in their 
own mother tongue; which is a manifett declaration, 
that it is the very light and voice of nature. 

Thus much upon the ground of St. Paul and other 
reafons out of the fcriptures, joining therewith the com- 
mon ufage of all nations, as a teftimOny of the law of 
nature. 

Now for the fecond part of the aflertion, which is, 
that the ufe of a ftrange tongue in public prayer 
and adminiftration of the facraments, is againft the 
cuftom of the primitive church ; it is a matter fo clear, 
that the denial of it muft " needs proceed either from 
great ignorance, or elfe from wilful malice. 

For firft of all, Juftin Martyr defcribing the order of 
the communion in his time, faith thus: Upon the Sun- 
day, aflemblies are made both of the citizens and coun- 
try men, whereat the writings of the apoftles and of the 
prophets are read, as much as may be. Afterwards, when 
the reader doth ceafe, the head milliner giveth an exhor- 
tation, exhorting them to follow fuch honeft things. 
After this we rife all together and offer prayers, which 
being ended (as we have laid), bread and water are 
brought forth. . Then the head minifter offereth prayers 
and thankfgiving, as much as he can, and the people 
anfwer, Amen. 

Thefe words of Juftin, who lived about 160 years 
after Chrift, confidcred with their circumftances, declare 
plainly, that not only the fcriptures were read, but alfo 
that the prayers and adminiftration of the Lord's fupper 
were done in a tongue underftood. 

The liturgies both of Bafil and Chryfoftom declare, 
that in the celebration of the communion, the people 
were appointed to anfwer to the prayer of the minifter, 
fometimes Amen, fomctimes, Lord have mercy upon 
us, fometimes, And with thy Spirit, and, We have our 
hearts lifted up unto the Lord, &c. Which anfwers 
they could not have made in due time, if the prayer 
had not been made in a tongue underftood. 

And for further proof, let us hear what Bafil writeth 
in this matter to the clerks of Neocsefaria. As touching 
that is laid to our charge in pfalmodies and fongs, where- 
with our flanderers do fray the fimple, I have thus to 
fay, that our cuftoms and ufages in all churches be uni- 
form and agreeable. 

For in the night the people with us rifcth, goeth to 
the houfe of prayer, and in travail, tribulation, and con- 
tinual tears, they confefs themfelves to God, and at the 
laft riling again, go to their fongs or pfalmody, where 
being divided into two parts, they fing by courfe toge- 
ther, both deeply weighing and confirming the matter 
of the heavenly layings, and alfo flirring up their atten- 
tion and devotion of heart, which by other means be 
alienated and plucked away. Then appointing one to 
begin the fong, the reft follow, and fo with divers fongs 
and prayers pauing over the night, at the dawning of 
the day, all together, even as it were with one mouth and 
one heart, they fing unto the Lord a fong of confeflion, 
every man framing to himfelf meet words of repentance. 

If you will fly us from henceforth for thefe things, 
you muft fly alfo the Egyptians, and both Libians, you 
muft efchew the Thebans, Paleftines, Arabians, the 
Phcenicians, the Syrians, and all thofe with whom 
watchings, prayers, and common finging of pfalms, are 
had in honour. 

Tejlimoniis of St. Ambrose, written upon the 14th 
Chapter bf the firft Epiftle to the Corinthians. 

THIS is it that he faith ; becaufe he who fpeaketh 
in an unknown tongue, fpeaketh to God. For he 
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knoweth ail things, but men know not, and therefore 
there is no profit of this thing. 

The fame author afterwards upon thefe words, If thou 
blefs or give thanks with the fpirit, how fliall he that 
occupieth the room of the unlearned, fay Amen at thy 
giving of thanks, feeing he underftandeth not what thou 
fayeft ? That is (faith Ambrofe), if thou fpeak thep'raife 
of God in a tongue unknown to the hearers. , For the 
unlearned, hearing that which he underftandeth not, 
knoweth not the end of the prayer, arid lie anfwereth not 
Amen. That is as much as to fay, (true) that the 
bleffing or thankfgiving may be confirmed. For the 
confirmation of the prayer is fulfilled by them which 
do anfwer Amen. That all things fpoken might be 
confirmed in the minds of the hearers, through the 
teftimony of the truth. 

Afterward, in the fame place, upon thefe words, If 
any infidel' or unlearned come in. 

For when he underftandeth, and is underftood, hear- 
ing God to be praifed and Chrift to be worftiipped, he 
feeth perfectly that the religion is true, and to be reve- 
renced, wherein he feeth nothing to be done colourably, 
nothing in darknefs, as among the heathen, whofe eyes 
are covered, that they feeing not the things which they 
call holy, mightpciceive themfelves to be deluded with 
divers vanities. For all fallhuod feeketh darknefs, and 
flieweth falfe things for true. Therefore with us nothing 
is done privily, nothing covertly, but one God is limply 
praifed, of whom are all things, and one Lord Jefus, 
by whom are all things. For if there be none which 
can underftand, or of whom he can be tried, he may 
fay, there is fome deceit and vanity, which is therefore 
fuog in tongues (not underftood, he meaneth) becaufe 
it is a lhame to open it. 

Upon this place, Let all things ba done to edify. 

This is the concluiion, that nothing ftiould be done 
in the church in vain, and that this thing ought chiefly 
to be laboured for, that the unlearned alfo might profit, 
left any part of the body Ihould be dark through igno- 
rance. 

Again, if there be no interpreter, let him keep illence 
in the church. 

That is, let him pray fecretly, or fpeak to God within 
himfelf, who heareth all dumb things : for in the church 
he ought to fpeak that which may profit all men. 
Teftimonies out of Saint Hierom, upon the afore/aid placi 
of St. Paul. 

TT is the lay-man, faith he, whom Paul here under- 
X ftandeth to be in the place of the ignorant man, 
which hath no ecclefiaftical office. How ihall he anfwer 
Amen to the prayer that he underftandeth not? 

And a little after upon thefe words, For if I pray in 
an unknown tongue, &c. 

.This is Paul's meaning, faith Hierom, if any man 
fpeaketh in ftrange and unknown tongues, his mind is 
not to himfelf without fruit and profit, but he is not 
profited that heareth him. 

And in the end of his commentary upon the .epiftle 
to the Galatians, he faith thus : 

That Amen fignificth the confenr of the hearer, 
and is the fealing of the truth. Paul in the firft epiftle 
to the Corinthians teacheth, faying, But if thou lhalt 
blefs in fpirit, who fupplieth the place of the ignorant ? 
How Ihall he at thy prayer fay Amen, feeing he 
knoweth rtot what thou fayeft? Whereby he de- 
clareth that the unlearned man cannot anfwer, that 
that which is fpoken is true, unlefs he underftand what 
is faid. 

The fame Hierom faith, in the preface of St. Paul's 
epiftle to the Galatians, that the noife of Amen 
foundeth in the Roman church like unto an heavenly 
thunder. '• 

As Hierom compareth this found of common prayer 
to thunder, fo Bafil compareth it to the found of the fea, 
in thefe words, If the fea be fair, how is not the afiembLy 
of the congregation much fairer? In which the joined 
found of men, women, and children, as it were the 
waves beating on the Ihore, is fent forth in our prayers 
unto our God. 

When 
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When the people once hear thefe words World with- 
out end, they all forthwith anfwer, Amen. 

And the fame writer upon the fame chapter, upon 
thefe words, How (hall he that occupieth the room oT 
the unlearned, fay Amen ? Behold again, he applieth the 
ftone unto the fquare (as the proverb is), requiring the 
edifying of the congregation in all places. The un- 
learned he calleth the common people, and ftiewcth that 
it is no fmall difcommodity, if they cannot fay, 
Amen. 

And again, the fame Chry.fpftom faith, Yea, in prayers 
you may fee the peopleofferlargely.both for the poffefled 
and the penitents. For the priefts arid the people pray 
all together commonly, and all one prayer, a prayer full 
of mercy and pity. And excluding out of the priefts' 
-limits all fuch as cannot be partakers of the holy table, 
another prayer muft be made, and all in one manner lie 
down upon the earth, and all again after one manner rife 
up together. Now when the peace is giving, weall in 
like manner falute on another, and the prieft in the 
reverend myfteries wiftieth well to the people, and the 
people unto him: for [And with thy Spirit] is nothing 
elfe but this. All things that belong to the facrament 
of thankfgiving, are common to all j but he givech not 
thanks alone, but all the people with him. - 

Hereby it may appear, that not the prieft alone com- 
municated nor prayed alone, nor had any peculiar prayer, 
but fuch as was common to them all, fuch as they all 
underftood, and all were able to fay with the prieft, 
which could not have been, if he had ufed a ftrange 
tongue in the miniftration of the facramcnts. 

Dionyfius, defcribing the manner of the miniftration 
of the Lord's fuppcr, faith, That hymns were faid by the 
whole multitude of the people. 

Cyprian faith, The prieft doth prepare the minds of 
the brethren, with a preface before the prayer, faying, 
f Lift up your hearts -.] that while the people doth an- 
fwer [We have our hearts lifted up to the Lord,] they 
may 'be admoniftied that they ought to think of none 
other thing than of the Lord. 

St. Auguftinc : What this lhould be we ought to un- 
derftand, that we may fing with reafon of man, not with 
chattering of birds, for ouzles and popinjays, and ravens, 
and pies, and other fuch like birds, are taught by men 
to prate they know not what. But to fing with 
underftanding, is given by God's holy will to the nature 
of man. , , 

The fame Auguftine: There needeth no fpeech when 
•we pray, faving perhaps as the priefts do, to declare 
their meaning ; not that God, but that men may hear 
them, and fo, being put in remembrance by confenting 
with the priefts, may hang upon God. 

To thefe teftimonies of the ancient writers, we wll 
ioin one conftitution of Juftinian the emperor, who lived 
«27 years after Chrift, which faith, We command that 
all biftiops and priefts do celebrate the holy oblation, 
and the prayers ufed in holy baptifm, not fpeaking low, 
but with a clear and loud voice, which may be heard by 
the people, that thereby the minds of the hearers may 
be ftirred up with greater devotion, in uttering the 
praifes of the Lord God. For fo the holy apoftle 
tcacheth in his firft epiftle to the Corinthians, faying, 
Truly, if thou only blefs or give thanks in fpint, how 
doth, he which occupieth the place of the unlearned fay, 
Amen at the giving of thanks unto God ? For he un- 
derftandeth not what thou fayeft. Thou verily giveft 
thanks well, but another is not edified. And again, in 
the epiftle to the Romans he faith, With the heart a 
man believeth unto righteoufnefs, and with the mouth 
confeffion is made unto falvation. 

Therefore for thefe caufes it- is convenient, that 
amongft other prayers thofe things alio which|are fpoken 
in the holy oblation* be uttered and fpoken by the moft 
relio-ious biftiops and priefts unto our Lord Jcfus Chrift 
our°God, with the Father and the Holy Ghoft, with a 
loud voice. And let the moft religious priefts know 
this, that if they neglect any of thefe things, neither will 
the dreadful judgment of the great God and our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, nor will we, when we know it, reft, and 
leave it, unrevenged. 



Out of this conftitution of Juftinian, the emperor 
hree things are worthy to be noted. 

Firft, That the common prayer and miniftration done 
vith a loud voice, fo as they may be heard and under- 
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Thirdly, That this emperor, being a chriftiart empci 
ror, doth not only make conftitution of ecclefiaftical 
matters, but alio threateneth revenge and ftiarp punifh- 
ment to the violaters of the fame. 

Thefe are fufficient to prove that it is againft God's 
word, and the ufe of the primitive church, to ufe a lan- 
guage riot underftood by .the people, in common prayer 
and miniftration of the facraments. Wherefore it is to 
be marvelled at, not Only how fuch an untruth and abiife 
crept at the firft into the church, but alfo how it is main- 
tained fo ftiffly at this day, and upon what ground thefe, 
that will be thought guides and paftors of Chart's 
church, are fo loth to return to the firft original of 
St. Paul's doctrine, and the practice of the primitive 
catholic church of Chrift. 

The God of patience arid confolation, give us grace 
to be like minded one towards another in Chrift 
Jefus, that we all agreeing together, may with 
one mouth praife God the Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, Amen. 

John Scory, Richard Coxe, 

David Whitehead, Edmund GrindaU, 

John Jewell, Robert Home, 

John Aelrfier, Edmund Geft. 

And the fame being ended with fame likelihood, as \i 
fcemed, that the fame was much allowable to the audi- 
ence ; certain of the biftiops began to fay contrary to 
their former anfwer that they had now much more to 
fay to this matter, wherein although they might have 
been well reprehended for fuch manner of cavillation ; 
yet for avoiding of any more miftaking of orders in this 
colloquy or conference, and for that they lhould utter all 
that which they had to fay, it was both ordered arid thus 
openly agreed upon by both parties in the full audience, 
that upon the Monday following, the biftiops fliould 
bring their minds and reafons in writing to the fecond 
afiertion, and the laft alfo if they could, and firft read the 
fame: and that done, the other party ftiould bring like- 
wife their's to the fame. And being read, each of them 
ftiould deliver to the other the fame writings. And in. the 
mean time the biftiops ftiould put in writing, not only 
all that which doctor Cole had that day uttered, but all 
fuch other matters as they any otherwife could think of 
for the fame : and as foon as they might poffibly, to fend 
the fame book touching that firft afiertion to the other 
part, and they lhould receive of them that writing which 
Mr. Home had there read that day aud upon Monday it 
ftiall be agreed what day they fhould exhibit their anfwers 
touching thcfirltpropofition. Thus both parties aflcntcu 
thereto, and the affcmbly was quietly difmified. 

The Order of the Second Day's Converfalkn. 

The Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, the Archbifhopof 
York, the Duke of Norfolk, and all the Council being 
fet, the Biftiops on the one Side, and the Proteftants, 
that is, the late baniftied Preachers, on the other fide, 
thus began the Lord Keeper ; 

MY lord and matters, I am fure ye remember well, 
what order of debate and writing was appointed 
to be had this day in this aflefnbly, at our laft meeting, 
which I will not refufe now to repeat again for the Ihort- 
nefsofit, which was, that ye appointed that on both 
fides ye fliould bring in Englifti writing, what ye had to 
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fay in the fecond queftion, and in this place appointed 
to read the fame. Therefore begin, my lords. 

Winch. I am determined, for my part, that there 
fhall be now read, that which we have to fay for the firft 
queftion. 

L. Keeper. Will you not then proceed in the order . 
appointed you ? 

Winch' I am, as I faid, provided for the firft quef- 
tion or propofition: and we ftiould fuft'er prejudice, if 
you permit us not to treat of that firft, and fo we would 
come to the fecond queftion, and this is the order we 
would ufe. I judge that all my brethren are fo dif- 
pofed. 

Bijbops. We are fo determined. 

L. Keeper. I know not what you would do for your 
determined order : but you ought to look- what order is 
appointed you to keep, which you by this means do 
break and little regard. 

Winch. Since our adversaries part, if it pleafe your, 
grace and honours, have fo confirmed their.aficrtion and 
purpofe, we fuffer a prejudice or damage, if you permic 
us not the like. Hereat Dr. Watfon, bilhop of Lincoln, 
being at this talk very defirous to have fpoken, faid now 
to the biftiop of Winchefter, I pray you let me fpeak ; 
which was permitted him : we are not ufed indifferently, • 
fince that you allow us not to open in prefent writing 
what we have to fay for the declaration of the firft quef- 
tion, infomuch, as that which you take for the informa- 
tion of the fame, was meant nothing to that purpofe,. 
for that which Mr. Cole fpake in this laft affembly, was . 
not prepared to ftrengthen our caufe, but he made his, 
oration of himfelf, and ex tempore, that is, without' 
being ftudied. 

At thefe words of the bifhop, the nobility and others' 
of the audience frowned,, and feemed much difpleafed, 
as they' all knew well . enough that Mr Cole fpake out of 
a writing which he had in his hand, and often read out 
of the fame, and in the fame places which the bifhops;' 
informed him, and pointed out unto him with their fin- 
gers ; all which things do we!! declare the matter ;o be 
premeditated, and not done extempore, for Mr. Cole 
was appointed by them to be their fpeaker. Whereupon . 
this of the biftiop of Lincoln was the worfe taken, not- 
withftanding he went onward complaining, and faidj 
We are alfo evil ordered touching the time, our adver- 
faries having warning long before, and we were warned 
only two days before the laft affembly in this place. 
What with this bufinefs, and other trouble we have been 
driven to, we have been occupied the whole laft night. 
For we may in no wife betray the caufe of God, nor 
will do, but fuftain it to the utmoft of our power, as we 
ought fo to endeavour by all manner of means. But 
now we have no impartial hearing. 

L. Keeper. Take ye heed that ye deceive not your T 
fclves when it fhallcome to juft trial of .the matter, and 
that then it be not proved .againft you, that ye complaiij 
without caufe, when the order and your manner towards 
it fhall be duly weighed. I am. willing and ready to 
hear you after the order taken and appointed for you to 
reafon therein, and further or contrary to that I cannot 
deal with you. j 
Litch. Cm. Let us fuffer no mifordcr or injury 
herein, but be heard impartially, that is convenient and 
meet we fhould have' here. 

L. Keeper. I pray you, firs, hear mc, and mark it 
well. It was concluded on by my lords of the council, 
who you well know of, that their writing, which you 
are now fo willing to have heard, fhould have been read 
the firft day, and then we underftood that Mr. Cole 
had faid what you would havehim, and as much as you 
willed him to fay. I judge ye were afked in the end 
of. Mr. Cole's rehearfal, , whether that which he fpake, 
was what you would have. him fay,, and you granted it. 
Then, -whether you would that he ftiould fay any more 
in the matter, you anfwered no, whereupon the other 
fide was heard, which you hearing, then indeed without 
all good indifferency or plain .dealing, you pretended 
that you had more to fay. So mark you with what little 
equity yon ufod yourfelves. 

• :No. .60. 
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The BiJ/jop. We had indeed more to fay, if we 
might have been indifferently heard. 

L. Keeper. . Give me leave to fay, and look what 
gains you mould have if your prefent requeft fhould be 
granted you, that call fo much of indifferent ufing, how 
ihould you with to ufe thofe oilier men ? For many who 
are here prefent, were then away, fo would you have 
your writing now read to them, which heard not this. 
Mark you whether it had not been more fit that you had 
provided it againft the firft day, when they orderly read 
their's, iince to my knowledge, and as far as 1 have had 
to do in the matter, you were of both fides (I am furc} 
warned at one time. However, to fatisfy your importu- 
nity and carnellncfs of this crying out to have your firft 
writing heard, I might well allow, if it fo pleafed the 
reft of the queen's molt honourable council, that you 
difpatch the work of the fecond queftion, appointed for 
this day, and give us up your writing for the firft, fo 
that when the day comcth that e.ich of you fhall anfwer 
the other in confirmation of the firft queftion, then the 
fame day you ihall have time to read this your firft writ- 
ing, which you now fo fain would read. To this'-order 
all the council willingly agreed. 

Lilch. Cev. Nay, my lords, they reading one, and 
we two books in one day, we fhould not have time 
enough to read them both. It would occupy too 

L. Keeper. For my part I might well 'ftay at the 
hearing of them both, and fo I judge would the reft of 
the council, and likewife the whole audience. At which 
words there was a general ftiout, faying, Yea, y"ea, we 
would hear it gladly. 

Lincoln. We cannot read them both at one time : 
for their writing (I am Cure) would require an hourand 
an half, if fo be it be fo long as their laft' Avas, ' and 
then'our anfwer would require no lefs time. 

L. Keeper. I have (hewed you we-wbuld be well con- 
tented to tarry out the time when it cometh thereunto. 
'. Therefore you need not be fo curious therein, and wc 
granting you thus much, and yet you will obey ' ho 
orders ; I cannot tell what I fhall fay unto you. ' 

Lincoln. We have been wonderfully troubled in Che 
order of this difpuration. For firft it was appointed us 
by my lord the. archbifhop, that we fhould difpute in 
Latin, and then we were commanded to bring a Latin 
writing, and now at laft we- are ordered to bring 
our writing in Englifh. 

At thefe words the lord keeper of the great, feal, the 
archbifhop, with all the council, mufed much, and 
many murmured at fuch, a bafe and falfe report 'of the 
order. well taken. Whereupon with much' admiration 
the lord keeper anfwered, I marvel much of the ufing 
of yourfelf in this point, fince I am affured the order 
was never otherwife taken, than that you fhould bring 
.forth in Englifh' writing what you had to fay for your 
purpofe. . 

Hereupon the bifhdps of Litchfield and Chichefter, 
to excufe my lord of Lincoln, , faid, We fo underftood 
the order, my lords. 

',' L. Keeper. How likely is that, fince it was fo plainly 
' told you ? But to end thefe delays, I pray you ' follow 

the order appointed, and begin to treat of the fecond 

queftion. 

Litch. Cov. We were appointed this day by your 
honours to bring in what we had to fay to the 'firft 

At which words the audience murmured mucb, efpe- 
' dally thofe who heard the former difcourfe, contrary to 
fuch his report. 

L. Keeper.. The order was taken, for that your 
.writings were not ready the laft time, that you 'ftiould 
yield the fame to thefe Jfren (meaning the protcftants), 
as foon as you might, and upon the receipt of your 
' writings, you fhould have their's, and this day you 
fhould treat of the fecond - queftion, and likewife of the 
third, if that you had lcifure time enough. This 
was the fubftance of the -order, my lords, except my 
memory fail me much. The. fame all the council 

8 M Lincoln. 
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Lincoln. We are willed then to bring in this day 
our writing for the firft queftion alio. 

L. Keeper. Ah, firs, if you be fo hard to be 
fatisfied, and to incline to the truth, let my lords 
here fay what was then determined. 

B. York. You are to blame to ftand in this iffue, 
for there was a plain decreed order taken for you 
o treat of the fecond queftion. Wherefore,, leave 
you your contention herein, and fhew what you have 
to fay in the fecond queftion. 

L. Keeper. Go to now, begin, my lords. 

Lilcb. Cov. It is contrary to the order in dif- 
putations, that we. fhould begin. 

Cbejier. We have the negative, they the affirma- 
tive, therefore they muft begin. 

Litch. Cov. They muft firft fpeak what they can 
bring in againft us, (incc we are the defending party. 

Cbejier. So is the fchool manner, and likewife 
the manner in Weftminfter-hall, that the plaintiff's 
part fhould fpeak firft, and then the accufed party 
to anfwer. 

, Litch. Cov. I pray you let the propofition be 
read, and then let us fee who hath the negative 
part, and fo let the other begin. 

L. Keeper. The order was taken that you {hould 
begin. 

Lilcb. Cov. But then we mould do againft the 
fchool order. 

L. Keeper. My mafters, you much inforce the 
fchool orders. I wonder much at it, fince divers of 
thofe orders are oftentimes taken for the exercife of 
youth, and ought to maintain a fafttion, and many 
prefcriptions, which we need not here to recite, 
much lefs obferve. We are come hither to keep 
the order of God, and to fet forth his truth, and 
hereunto we have taken as good order as we could, 
which lieth not in my power to change. 

■ Carlijle. We are of the catholic church, and abide 
therein, and ftand in the pofieflions of the truth; and 
therefore they muft fay what th^y have to alledge againft 
us, and fo we maintain and defend our caufe. 

Litcb. Cov. Yea, even fo muft the matter be 
ordered* , 

Cbe/ler. When they bring any thing againft us, it 
is fufficient for us to deny it. Therefore they muft 
begin. 

Litcb. Cov. And when they affirm any thing, and 
we fay nay, the proof belongeth to them, and fo it be-, 
hoveth them -to fhew firft what they affirm, and for 
what caufe or purpofe. 

L. Keeper. Here refteth our purpofe and whole 
matter, whether you will begin, if they do not, fince it 
was determined you fhould begin. 

Lilcb. Cov. We heard of no fuch order. 

L. Keeper. No ? Yes, and in the firft queftion ye 
began willingly. How cometh it to pafs that ye will 
not do fb now ? 

Cbejier. Then had we the affirmation, which fince 
that our adverfaries have now, they fhould now begin. 

This the proteftants denied, faying, that they in the 
firft day had the negative, wherein, they did not yet ' 
refufe to begin. 

L. Keeper. If you have any thing to fay, my lords, 
to the purpofe, fay on. 

Litch. A particular fort of men can never break an 
univerfal church, which we now maintain : and as for 
thefe men, our adverfary part, I never thought that 
they would have done fo much as named themfelvcs 
to be of the catholic church, challenging the name as 
well as we. 

Pratejlants. We do fo, and we are of the true catholic 
church, and' maintain the verity thereof. 

Lincoln. Yet would ye overthrow all catholic order. 

Home. I wonder that you ftand fo much who fhould 
begin. 

. Lincoln. You count it requifitc that we fhould follow 
your orders, as we have taken the queftions at your 
hands in that manner as you have affigned them. 
Litch. Cov. Yea, even fo wc be driven to do now. 
L. Keeper. Nay, I judge, if ye mark the matter well, 
3 
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the queftions are neither of their propounding ,to you 
nor of your device to them, but equally offered to vou 
both. 

Home. Indeed, my lords of the queen's moft honour* 
able privy council, thefe queftions or propofitionswere 
propofed unto us by your honours, and they then hav- 
ing the pre-eminency, chofe to themfelves the nega. 
tive, and yet freely began firft ; now, again, why do 
they not the like ? 

Litchfield being very angry that he fhould fo fpeak 
againft them, went from the matter, faying, My lord 
keeper of the great feal, and. you the reft of the queen's 
moft honorable council, I hope that you all, and the 
queen's majefty herfelf, are inclined to favour the verity 
in all things, and the truth of the catholic church, 
which wc muft and will do to the utmoft of our power' 
and to this purpofe let us now well weigh who is of the 
true catholic church, they, or we. 

L. Keeper. Tarry, now you go from the matter, 
and make queftions of your own. 

Litchfield, going on with his digreffion, faid thus: 
We muft needs go to work, and try firft, what church 
they be of ; for there are many churches in Germany. 
Mafter Home, Mafter Home, I pray you, which of 
thefe churches are you of ? 

Home. I am of Chrilt's catholic church. 

L. Keeper. You ought not thus to run into volun- 
tary talk of your own inventing, nor to devife now 
queftions of your own appointment, and thereby enter 
into that talk ; ye ought not fo to do. But fay on, if 
you have any thing to fay in this matter. 

Litch. Cov. Nay, we muft firft thus go to work 
with them, as I have faid, if we will fearch the truth: 
howbeit of the truth we have no doubt, for we affiir- 
edly ftand in it. Thefe men come in, and they pre- 
tend to be doubtful. Therefore, they fhould begin 
what they have to impugn or withftand us withal. 

Wincb. Let them begin ; fo will we go onward with 
our matter. 

Cbejier. Otherwife, my lords, if they fhould not 
begin, but end the talk, then would the verity on our 
fides be not fo well marked ; for they would depart 
fpeaking laft, with the rejoicing triumph of the peoplfc. 

Winch. Therefore, I am refolved that they fhall be- 
gin ere that we fay any thing. 

Cbejier. I am forry, my lords, that we fhould fo long 
ftand in the matter with your honours, and make fo 
many words, and fo much ado with you, whom we 
ought to obey : howbeit there is no indifferency, if they 
begin not; and furely, we think it meet that they 
fhould, for their parts, give us place. 

Litchfield., Yea, that they fhould, and ought to do, 
where any indifferency is ufed. 

Aelmer. We give you the place, do we not? and 
deprive you not of the pre-eminence, becaufe you are 
bifhops ; therefore, I pray you begin. 

The Bijhop. A goodly giving of place, I aflure you : 
yea, marry, ye gave place.: fuch words they ufed, with 
more feoffs. 

L. Keeper. If ye make this affembly gathered in vain, 
and will not go to the matter, let us rife and 

Wincb. Contented, let us be gone; for we will not 
in this point give over. 

I pray you, my lords, require not at our hands that 
we mould be any caufe of hinderance to our religion, or 
give any fuch evil example to our pofterity, which we 
fhould do if we gave over to them, which in no wife 
we may, or will do. 

L. Keeper- Let us then break up, if you be thus 
minded. With thefe words the bifhops were rifing. 
But then, faid the lord keeper, let us fee whether every 
one of you be thus minded. How fay you, my lord 
of Winchefter; will you not begin to read your 
writing ? 

Winch. No, furely ; I am fully determined, and 
fully at a point therein, howfoever my brethren do. 
• Then the lord keeper afked the bifhop of Exeter his 
mind herein: who anfwered, that he was none of them. 
Then the lord keeper afked the others in order.; and 
firft 
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firft Lincoln, who faid he was of the fame mind 
that Winchefter was of: as likewife anfwered Litch- 
field arid Coventry, Dr. Cole and Dr. Chedfey. Then 
Cheftcr, being afjeed his mind, faid, My, lords, I fay 
not that I will not. read ir, if ye command us ; but 
we ought not to do it; yet, I defire your honours 
not fo to take it, as though I would not have read 
jt. I mean not fo. 

L. Keeper. How fay you to it, my lord Carlifle? 

Carlijle. If they mould not read their's this day, fo 
that our writing may be laft read, fo am 1 contented 
that our's (hall be firft read. 

L. Keeper. So would ye make orders' yourfelves, 
and appoint that we fhould fpend one day in hearing 

^ Abbot. Then the abbot of Weftminfter was afked 
his mind, who faid, If it pleafe your honours, I judge 
that my lords here ftay mod on this point, that they 
fear when they fhall begin firft, and the other anfwer 
thereupon, there fhall be no time given to them to 
fpeak, which my lord difliketh. 

L. Keeper. How can it otherwife be, in talk ap- 
pointed in fuch affembly and audience? think you 
that there can be continual anfwering one another ? 
When fhould it, after that fort, have an end? 

Litcb. Cov. It muft be fo in difputation to fee k out 
the truth. 

L. Keeper. But how fay you, my lord Abbot ; are 
you of the mind it fhall be read ? 

Abbot. Yea, forfooth, my lordi I am very well 
pleafed withal. Harpsfield being inquired his mind, 
thought as the other did. 

L. Keeper. My lords, fince that ye are not willing, 
but refufe to read your writing after the order taken, 
we will break up and depart : and for that ye will not 
that we fhould hear you, you may .perhaps fhortly hear 
of us. 

Thus have we declared the order and manner of this 
conference at Weftminfter, between thefe two parties, 
wherein if any law or order were broken, judge (good 
reader) where the fault was ; and confider withal what 
thefe papifts be, from whom, if ye take away their fword 
and authority, you fee all their cunning, how foon it 
lieth in the dull, or elfe why would they not abide 
the trial of writing ? Why would they, or durft they 
not ftand to the order agreed upon? Whether (hould 
we fay ignorance or ftubbornnefs to be in them more, 
or both together ? Who firft being gently ( as is laid) 
and favourably required to keep the order appointed, 
they would not. Then being, fecondly, (as appeared 
by the lord keeper's words) preffed more earneltly, they 
neither regarding the authority, &c. of that place, nor 
their own reputation, nor the credit of the caufe, 
utterly refufed that to do. And, finally, being again 
particularly every of them apart diftinctly by name 
required to underftand their opinions therein, they all, 
except one, (which was the abbot of Weftminfter, 
having fome more consideration of order and his duty 
of obedience than the reft) utterly and plainly denied 
to havetheir book read, fome of them more earneftly 
than others, as alfb fome of them more undifcreecly and 
more unreverendly than others. Whereupon giving 
fuch example of diforder, ftubbornefs, and Jelf-will, 
as hath not been feen and fuffered in fuch an honourable 
affembly, being of the two eftates of this realm, the 
nobility and commons, befides the prefence of the 
queen's majefty's moft honourable privy council, the 
fame affembly was difmiffed, and the godly and moft 
chriftian purpofe of the queen's majefty made fruftratc. 
And afterward, for the contempt fo notorioufly made, 
the bifhops of Winchefter and Lincoln having ob- 
ftinately both difobeyed common authority, and varied 
manifeftly from their own order, and efpecially Lincoln, 
who (hewed more folly than the others, were con- 
dighly committed to the Tower of London, and the 
reft (faving the abbot of Weftminfter) flood bound to 
make their perfonal appearance daily before the council, 
and not to depart the city of London and Weftminfter, 
until further orders were taken with them for their 
difobedience and contempt. 



Befides the former proteftation or libel written and 
exhibited by the proteftants concerning the firft ques- 
tion, there was alio another writing of the proteftants 
made of the fecond quertion, but not publifhed. 

As thefe bifhops above-named were committed to the 
Tower, fo Bonner, bifhop of London, about the fame 
time was committed to the Marfhalfea, where he, both 
in his blind bloody herefy, and alfo in his deferved cap- 
tivity, long remained, even till his death. 

About this time, at the beginning of the flouiithing 
reign of queen Elizabeth, was a parliament fummoned 
and held at Weftminfter, wherein was much debating 
about matters of religion, and great ftudy on both parts 
employed, the one to retain flill, the other to refute, 
the doctrine and faction which in queen Mary's time 
had been eftablifhed. Yet, notwithftanding the great 
induftry of the papifts, by the providence of God their 
defigns were fruftrated, and the true catholic religion 
reftored. Many of the pope's champions having been 
cut off by death, their power was much diminifhed ; 
Dr. Story was one of the chief that was left to ftand 
up for his mafter's caufe, as may be feen by his im- 
pudent exprellions (I can -term them no better) in the 
pari lament -houie. 

The fum of which fhamelefs talk was to this effect : 
Firft, beginning with himfelf, he declared, that whereas 
he was noted commonly abroad, and much complained 
of, to have been a great doer, and a fetter forth of fuch 
religion, orders, and proceedings, as of his late fove- 
reign that is dead, queen Mary, were fet forth in this 
realm, he denied nothing of the fame, protefting more- 
over that he therein had done nothing, but that both 
his confeience did lead him to, and alfo his commiffion 
did as well then command him, as now alfo doth dif- 
cnarge him for the fame, being no lefs ready now alfo 
to do the like, and more, in cafe he by this queen were 
authorifed likewife, and commanded thereunto. Where- 
fore, as I fee (faith he) nothing to be afhamed of, fo 
lefs I fee to be forry for ; but rather faid that he was forry 
for this, becaufe he had done no more than he did, and 
that in executing thofe laws they had not been more 
vehement and fevere. Wherein, he faid, there was no 
default in him, but in them, whom he both often and 
earneftly had exhorted ro the fame, being therefore not 
a little grieved with them, for that they laboured only 
about the young and little fprigs and twigs, while they 
fhould have ftricken at the root, and have rooted it 
clean out, &c. And concerning his perfecuting and 
burning them, he denied not, but faid he was once- at 
the burning of an earwig (for fo he termed a proteftant) 
at Uxbridge, where he" toft a faggot at his face as he 
was finging pfalms, and fet a whinbufh of thorns 
under his feet, a little to prick him, with many 
other words of like effect. In which words he na- 
med moreover fir Philip Hobby, and another knight 
of Kent, with fuch other of the richer and higher 
degree, whom his counfel was to pluck at, and to bring 
them under coram, wherein (faid he) if they had fol- 
lowed my advice, then had they done well and wifely. 
This, or much like, was the effect of the fhamelefs and 
tyrannical excufe of himfelf, more meet to fpeak 
with the voice of a beaft than a man. 

Although in this parliament there was fome diverfity 
of judgment and opinion between parties, yet, notwith- 
• ftanding, through the merciful goodnefs of God, the 
true caufe of the gofpel had the upper hand, the papifts, 
hope was fruftrate, and their rage abated, the order 
and proceedings of king Edward's time concerning 
religion was revived again, the fupremacy of the pope 
abolifhcd, the articles and bloody ftatutes of queen 
Mary repealed ; briefly, the furious fire-brands of cruel 
perfecution, which had confumcd fo many poor men's 
bodies, were now extinct and quenched. 

Finally, the old bifhops were depofed, for that they 
refufed the oath in renouncing the pope, and not fub- 
fcribing to the queen's juft and lawful title. In whofe 
rooms and places, firft, for cardinal Poole, fucceeded 
Dr Matthew Parker, archbifhop of Canterbury ; in the 
place of Heath, fucceeded Dr. Young; inftead of 
Bonner, Edmund Grindall was. bifhop of London ; for 
Hopron . 
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Hopton, thurlby, Toriftall, Pates, Chriflopherfon, 
Peto, Coates, Morgan, Feaiie, White, Oglethorpe, &c, 
were placed, Dr. John Parkhurft in Norwich, Dr. Coxe 
in Ely, Jewel in Salilbury, Pilkenton in Durham, Dr. 
Sands in Worceftcr, Mr. Downam in Wcftehefter, 
Bentam in Coventry and Litchfield, David in St. 
David's, Ally in Exeter, Home in Winchefter, Scory in 
Hereford, Beft in Carhfle, BulJingham in Lincoln, 
Seamier in Peterborough, Bartlet in Bath, Gelt 111 Ko- 
chefter, Barlo in Chicheftcr, &c. 



A Treatife of Mr. Nicholas Rid 
" 'the whole Clergy, to King liow 

ccrning Images not lo be Jet u 

Churches. 



Certain Reafons which move us that we cannot with 
fafe Confciences give our Affent, that the Images 
of Chrill, &c. mould be placed and erected in 
Churches. 

FIRST, the words of the commandment, Exod. xx. 
Thou (halt not make to thyfelfany graven image, 
&c. And the fame is repeated more plainly, Deut. xxvn. 
Curfed is the man" which maketh a molten image, &c. 
and fetteth it in a fecret place ; and all the people lhall 
fay, Amen. ' 

In the firft place, thefe words are to be noted, Thou: 
' {halt not make to thyfelf j that is, to any ufe of re- 
ligion. . 1 
In the fecond place, thefe words, And fetteth it in a; 
fecret place ; for no man durft then commit idolatry; 
openly. So that conferring the places, it doth evi- 
dently appear, that images both for ufe of religion, and 
in place of peril for idolatry, are forbidden. : 
God, knowing the inclination of man to idolatry, 
ftieweth the reafon why he made this general prohibi-f 
' tion, left pcradventure thou being deceived, fhouldft 
bow down to them and worfhip them. 

This, general law is generally to be obferved, not-: 
withftanding that peradventure a great number cannot; 
, be hurt by them, which may appear by the example 
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fame commandment they arenot lawful in the churches 
of chriftians. For, being a moral corhmandrnent, and 
not ceremonial, (for by confent of writers, only a part 
of the precept of obferving the fabb'ath is ce'rerrto'niali 
it is a perpetual commanciment r and bindeth ; us'as well 
as the Jews. 

means would confent to Herod, 
i, that images 'mould be placed in 
em, but rather offered therrifelves 
lent unto it. Who,' befides that 
ided by Jofcphus for obferving the 
>t have endangered them- 
ight images had been ii 
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God forbade the people to join their children in mar- ■ 
riage with ft rangers, adding the reafon; For flic will 
fedtice thy fon, that he (hall not follow me, Deut. vii. 

Mofes was not deceived or feduccd by Jethro's" 
daughter, nor Boaz by Ruth, being a woman of Moab. 
And yet, for all that, the general law was to be ob- 
ferved, Thou fhalt join no marriage with them. And 
fo, likewife, Thou lhalt not make to thyfelfany graven 
image, &c. 

Deut.. iv. God giveth a fpecial charge to avoid 
images. Beware, faith he, that thou forget not the 
covenant of the Lord thy God which he made with | 
thee, and fo make to thyfelf any graven image of any I 
thing which the Lord hath forbidden thee, for the 
Lord thy God is a confuming fire, and a jealous 
God. 

If thou haft children and nephews, and do well in 
the land, and being deceived, do make to yourfclves 
any graven image, doing evil before the Lord your 
God, and provoke him to anger, I do this day call 
heaven and earth to witnefs, that you fhall quickly 
perifh out of the land which ye lhall polfcfs, ye fhall 
not dwell in it any longer time, but the Lord will dc- 
ftroy you, and fcatter you amongft all nations. 

Note what folenm obteftation God ufeth, and what 
grievous punifhments he threateneth to the breakers of 
the fecond commandment. 

In the tabernacle and temple of God, no image was 
by God appointed openly to be fet, nor by practice 
afterwards ufed or permitted, fo long as -religion was 
purely obferved ; fo that the ufe and execution of the 
law is a good interpreter of the true meaning of the 

If, by virtue of the fecond commandment, images 
were not lawful in the temple of the Jews, then by the 



n the temple of God. For, as St. Paul faith, 
1 Cor. vi. What agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols ? Jol'eph. Antiq. lib. xvii. cap. 8. lib. xviii. 
cap. 5 and 15. 

God's fcripturc doth in no place commend the ufe 
of images, but in a great number of places doth dif- 
allow and condemn, them. They are called in the book 
of Wifdom, The trap and fnarc of the feet of the ig. 

It is faid that the invention of them was the begin, 
ning of fpi ritual fornication; aiid that they were not 
from the beginning, neither 'fhall they continue to the 
end. In the 15th chapter of the aforefaid book, it is 
faid to be a labour without fruit. And again, They 
are worthy of death both that pu t their truft in them, 
and that make them, and that love them, and that wor- 
fhip them. 

.The Pfalms and prophets are full of like fentenccs, 
and how can we then praife the thing which God's 
Spirit doth always forbid ? 

Furthermore, an image made by a father (asap- 
peareth in the fame book) for the memorial of his fon 
departed, was the firft invention of images, and occaiion 
of idolatry, Wifdorii xiv." 

Flow much more then fhall an image made in the 
memory of Chrift,, and fer up in the place of religion, 
occaiion the fame offence ? Eufeb. Eccl. Hilt. lib. vii. 
cap. 18. Images have their beginning from the hea- 
then, and of no good ground ; therefore they cannot 
be profitable to chriltians. Whereuntb Athanafius 
agreeth : writing of images', againft'the Gentiles, The 
invention of images, faith he, came of no good, but of 
evil ; and whatfoever hath an evil beginning, can never 
in any thing be judged good, feeing it is wholly 
naught. 

St. John'fauh, My little children, beware of images: 
but to fet them in the churches, which are : places de- 
dicated to the fervice and invocation of God, and that 
he Lord's table, being the higheft and rhoft ho- 
nourable place, where moft danger bfabufe both 'is, 
and ever hath been, is not to beware of tlrerri, nor to 
fly from them, but rather to embrace and receive them. 
Tertullian, expounding the fame words, writeththus: 
Little children, keep yourfclves from the fhape itfclf, 
or form of them. 

Images in the church either ferve to edify or 
deftroy.' If they edify, then there is one kind of 
edification which the fcriptures neither teach nor 
command, but always difallow; if they deftroy, the'yare 
riot to be ufed; for in the church of God all things 
ought to be done to edify, 1 Cor. xiv. 

The commandment of God is, Thou fhalt not lay a 
ftumbling-block or a ftnne before the blind :. and 
curfed is he that maketh the'blindVarider in his way. 

The fimple and unlearned people, who have 1 been 
fo long under blind guides, are blind in matters of 
religion, and inclined to error and' idolatry. There- 
fore, to fet images before' them to {tumble at, (they 
be fnarcs and traps for the feet of the ignorant) or 
to lead them out of the true way, ; is not only againft 
the commandment of God, but deferveth alio the 
malediction and curfe of God, Wifd.. xiv. 

The ufe of images to the learned and confirmed in 
knowledge, is neither neceffary nor profitable. To 
the fupefftitious, a'confirmation in error ; to. the Ample 
and weak, an occaiion of fall, and very pffenfive and 
wounding to their confciences ; and therefore very 
dan- 
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dangerous. . For Sr. Paul faith; i CpK ix. Offending 
the brethren, and wounding their weak confciejices, 
they fin againft Chrift. And Matt. xviiL Woe be to 
him by whom offence or occafion of" fallipg qbmeth ; 
jt were better that a mill-ftpne were tied' about his 
neck, and he caft into the lea, than to offend one of 
the little ones that believe in Chrift. And where ob- 
jeSion may be made, that fuch offence may be taken 
away by fincere doctrine and preaching ; it is to be an- 
fwered, -that that is not fufficient, as hereafter more at 
large lhall appear. 

And though it fhould be admitted as true,- yet would 
it follow, that fincere doctrine and preaching fhould 
always, and in all places, continue as well as images j 
and fo wherefoever an image to offend were creeled, 
there {hould alfo of reafon a godly and fincere preacher 
be continually maintained : for it is reafon that the re- 
medy be as large as the offence, the medicine as ge- 
neral as the poifon ; but it is not poffible in the realm 
of England that images (hould be generally allowed, as 
reafon and experience may teach. 

As good magiftrates, who intend ta bartifh all whore- 
dom, do drive away all licentious perfons, efpecially 
out of fuch places as are filfpecled ; even fo images, 
being whores, (for the worlhipping of them is called in 
the prophets, fornication and adultery) ought to be 
banifhed, and efpecially out of churches, which is the 
moft fufpecled place, and where the fpifitual fornica- 
tion hath been mod committed. 

It is not expedient to allow and admit the. thing 
which is hurtful to the greateft number; but in all 
churches and commonwealths the ignorant and weak 
are the greateft number, to whom images are hurtful, 
and not profitable. 

And where it is commonly alledged, that images in 
churches do ftir up the mind to devotion; it may be 
anfwered, that contrariwife they do rather diftradt the 
mind from prayer, hearing of God's word, and other 
godly meditations, as we read, that in the council- 
chamber of the Lacedemonians, no piclure or image 
was fuffcred, left in confultation of weighty matters of 
the commonweal, their minds by the fight of the out- 
ward image might be occafioned to be withdrawn, or 
to wander from the matter. 

The experience of this prefent time doth declare, 
that thofe parts of the realm which think, and are per- 
fuaded, that God is not offended by doing outward 
reverence to an image, do moft defire the reftitution of 
images, and have been moft diligent to fct them up 
again: reftitution, therefore, of them, by common au- 
thority, fhall confirm them more in their error, to the 
danger of their fouls, than ever thtey were before. For, 
as one man writeth, nothing is more certain or fure, 
than that which of doubtful is made certain. 

The profit of images is uncertain 5 the peril, by ex- 
perience of all ages and ftates of the church (as before) 
is.moft certain. 

The benefit to be taken of them (if there be any) is 
very fmall; the danger in feeing of them, which is the 
danger of idolatry, is the greateft of all other. Now, 
to allow a moft certain peril for an uncertain profit, and 
the greateft danger for the fmalleft benefit, in matters of 
faith and religion, is a tempting of God, and grievous 
offence. , 

PROBATIONS out of the FATHERS, COUNCILS, 
and HISTORIES. 

plRST, it is manifeft, that in the primitive church, 
*■ images were not commonly ufed in churches; ora- 
tor ' p s. or places of affembly for religion; but they were 
K«ierally detelkd and abhorred; infomuch, that the 
* ai >t of imagery was objccled to the chriftians for a 
Wi me. 

. Origen repbrteth; that Celfus objecTed the lack of 

lma Rcs, lib. iv. contra Gelfum. 
Arnobius faith alfo; that the heathens accufed the 

c nri(tiaris that they had neither altars nor images, 
^.ephirus, i£ his commentary upon the apology of 
ertullian, gathereth thus of Terfcullian's words, which 
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place of perfuafion, were very cold, and to no purpoie 
at all, except we hqld this always, that chriftians iri 
thofe days did hate moft of all images with their trim 
deefcirigand ornaments. 

Ireneus, lib. i. cap. 4. reproveth the heretics called 
Gnoftici, for that they carried about the image of 
Chrift made in Pilate's time after his own proportion, 
(which were much more to be efteemed than any that 
can be made now,) ufing alfo for :decIaratiori of their 
affection towards it, to fet garlands upon the head of 

. Laclaritius affirmeth plainly, IrifL ii. cap. 19. That 
it is riot to be doubted, that there is no religion, where- 
fqeyer is any image. If chriftians then had ufed 
images; he would not have tnade his propofition fo 

St, Auguftine pe Civitatc Dei, lib. iv. cap. ji; 
commendeth Varro the Roman in thefe words.: When 
Varro thought religion might be kept more purely 
without images, who doth not fee how near he came 
to the truth ? So that ndt only by M. Varro's judgment, 
but alfo by St. Auguftine's. approbation, the moft pure 
and chafte observation of rciigion, and nearcft the truth; 
is to be without images. 

The fame St. Auguftine, in Pfai. cxiii. hath thefe 
words : Images have more force to bow down and crook 
the filly foul, than to teach it. 

And upon the fame pfiim he moveth this queftion ; 
Every Child, yea, every, beaff, Rnoweth that it is not 
God which they fee; why then doth the Hoiy Ghoft 
fo often give warning to beware of that thing which all 
do know ? 



St. AUGUSTINE'S ANSWER. 

FOR Tyheri they are fet in churthes, and begifi orice 
to be worfhupped of the multitude or common people, 
ftraightway fpringeth up a moft filthy affecliori of error. 

This place of St. Auguftine doth well open how weak 
a reafon it is to fay, images are a thing indifferent in 
chambers and in churches. For the alteration of the 
place, manner, and other circurnftahces, doth alter 
oftentimes the nature of the thing. It is lawful to buy 
and fell in the market, but not fb in churches. It is 
lawful to eat and drink, but riot fo in churches. And 
therefore faith St. Paul, Have you ndt houfes to eat' 
and drink in ? Do you contemn the church of God ? 

Many other aclioris there be which are lawful and 
honeft in private places, which are neither comely nor 
honeft, not only iri churches; but alfo iri other aflemblies 
of honeft people. 

Tertullian faith, he ufed fometiriies to burn frank- 
incenfe in his chamber, which was then ufed by idola T 
ters, and is yet in the Rorhilh churches ; but he joineth 
withal, but not after fuch a rite or ceremony, nor after 
fuch a.fafhion, nor with filch preparation or fumptuouf- 
nefs, as it is done before the idols: 

So that images placed in churches, and fet in an 
honourable place of eftirhation, as St. Auguftine faith, 
and efpecially over the Lord's table, which is done 
(ufing the words of Tertullian) after the fame manner 
and fafhion which the papifts ufed, efpecially after fo 
long continuance of abufe of images, and fo many be- 
ing blinded with fuperftitious opinion towards them, 
cannot be counted a thing indifferent, but a moft cer- 
tain ruin of many fouls. 

Epiphanius, in his epiftle to John, bifhop of Jerufa- 
lem, (which epiftle was tranflared from the Greek by 
St. Jcromj being a likelihood that Jerom difiiked not 
the doclrine of the fame) doth write a fadl of his own, 
which doth rhoft clearly, declare the judgment of that 
notable learned bifhop concerning the ufe of images ; 
his words are thefe : When I came to a village called 
Anablatha, and faw there, as I palled by, a candle 
burning, and inquiring what place it was, and learning 
that it was a church, and had entered into the fame to 
pray, I found there a vail, or cloth, hanging at the 
door of the fame church, dyed and painted, having on 
it the image of Chrift, as it were, or of fome faint, (for 
8 N I re- 
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1 remember riot well whofe it was): then, when I 
faw this, that in the church of Chrift, agajnft'the au- 
thority of the fcriptures, the image of a man did hang, 
I cut it in pieces, &:c. and commanded that fitch man- 
ner of vails, or clothes,' which are contrary to our re-, 
ligion, be not hanged in the church of Chrift. 

Out of this place of Epiphanius divers notes are to 
be obferved. 

Firft, That by the judgment of this ancient father, to 
permit images in churches is againft the authority 
of the fcriptures, meaning againft the fecond com- 
mandment, Thou ftialt not take to thyfelf any graven 
image, &c. 

Secondly, That Epipha-nius doth reject not only 
graven and molten, but alfo painted images : forfomuch 
as he cut in pieces the image painted in a vail hanging 
at the church door ; what would he have done, if he 
had found it over the Lord's table? 

Thirdly, That he fpareth not the image of Chrift r 
for no doubt that image is moft perillous in the church 
of all other. 

Fourthly, That he did not only remove it, but with 
a vchemency of zeal cut it in pieces, following the ex- 
ample of the good king Ezechias, who broke the brazen 
ferpent, and burnt it to afhes. 

Laft of all, That Epiphanius thinketh it the duty of 
vigilant bilhops to be careful, that no kind of images 
be permitted in the church. 

Serenus, birtiop of MafTilia, broke down images, and 
deftroyed them when he faw them begin to be worfhip- 
ped, Greg, in regift. cpift. 109. 

Experience of the times fince hath declared, whether 
of thefe two fentenccs were better. For fince Grego- 
rius's time, the images ftanding in the weft church, it 
hath been overflowed with idolatry, notwithftanding his 
or other men's doctrine : whereas, if Serenus's judg- 
- ment had univerfally taken place, no fuch thing had 
happened. For if no images had been fuffered, none 
could have been worlhipped : and confequently no ido- 
latry committed by them. 

It is manifeft to them that read hiftories, that not 
only emperors, but alfo divers and fundry councils in 
theeaft church, have condemned and aboliftied images, 
both by decrees and examples. 

Petrus Crinitus, in his book of honeft difciphne,. 
book ix. chap 9. wrote out of the emperors' books 
thefe words : "Valens and Theodofius, the emperors, 
wrote to the high Marfhal, or lieutenant, in this fort: 
Whereas we are very careful that the religion of Al- 
mighty God fhould be in all things kept, we permit no 
man to caft, grave, or paint the image of our Saviour 
Chrift, either in colours, ftone, or other matter ; but 
wherel'oever it be found, we command it to be taken 
away,puniftiing them moft grievoufly. that ftiall attempt 
any thing contrary to our decrees and empire. 

Leo the Third, a man commended in hiftories for his 
excellent virtues and godlinefs, who (as is judged by 
fome men) was the author of the book Be re mililari, 
that is, of the feat of war, being tianfiated from the 
Greek by John Cheeke, and dedicated to king Henry 
the Eighth, your highnefs's father, by public authority 
commanded, abolifhing of images; and in Conftan" 
nople caufed all the images to be gathered together 
a heap, and burned them to afhes. 

■ Conftantine the Firft's fon affembled a council of the 
biftiops of the eaft church: in which council.it was 
decreed as followeth : It is not lawful for them that be- 
lieve in God through Jefus Chrift, to have any images, 
cither of the Creator, or of any creatures fee up in 
temples to be worftiipped, but rather that all images, 
by the law of God, and for the avoiding of offence, 
ought to be taken out of churches. Which decree was 
executed in all places where any images were, both in, 
Greece and Afia. But in all thefe times, the bilhops 
of Rome rather maintaining the authority of Gregory, 
weighing, like chriftian bifhops.the peril of the church 
always in their affemblies allowed images. 

Not long after, the bithop of Rome, pra&ifing with 
Tharafius, patriarch of Conttantinople, obtained of 
Irene the emprefs, her fon Conftantine being then 



young, that a council fliould be called at Nice, m 
which the people's legates were prefidents, which ap. 
peared well by their fruits: for in that council it v as 
decreed, that images fliould not only be permitted in 
churches, but alfo worftiipped :. which council was con- 
futed by a book written by Carolus Magnus, the em. 
peror, calling it a fooliih and an arrogant council. 
Soon after this council, arofe a fharp contention be- 
'een Irene the emprefs, and her fon Conftantine the 
Sixth, the emperor who deftroyed images. And in the 
id, as ftie had before wickedly burned the bones of her 
father-in-law, Conftantine the Fifth, fo afterward unna^ 
illy ftie put out the eyes of her fon Conftantine the 
Sixth. • , 

About which time, as Eutropius writeth, the fun was 
darkened moft terribly for the lpace of feventeen days, 
God (Viewing, by that dreadful lign, how much he mif- 
liked that kind of proceeding. 

To be ftiort, there was never a thing that made more 
rifion, or brought more mifchief into the church, than 
the controverfy of images : by reafon whereof, not only 
the caft church wasdivided from the weft, and never fince 
properly reconciled, but alfo the empire was cut afunder 
and divided, and the gates opened to the Saracens and 
Turks to enter and overcome a great part of Chriften- 
dom. The fault whereof moft juftly is to be a-fcribed 
to the patrons of images, who could not be contented 
with the example of the primitive church, being moft 
fimple and finccre, and moft agreeable to the fcripture: , 
(for as Terrullian faith, That that is firft, is true, and that 
that is latter, is counterfeit.) But with all extremity 
maintained the ufe of images in chin ches, whereof no 
profit nor conveniency did ever grow to the church of . 
God. For it is evident, that infinite millions of fouls 
have been caft into eternal damnation by the occafion.of 
images ufed in places of religion, and no hiftory can 
record, that ever any one foul was won unto Chrift by 
having of images. But left it might appear that the 
weft church had always generally retained and com- 
mended images, it is to be noted, that in a council hol- 
den in Spain, called Confilium Eliberinum, the ufe of 
images in churches was clearly .prohibited in this form 
of words : We decree, that pictures ought not to be in 
churches, left that be painted upon the walls which is 
worftiipped or adored. 

But this notwithftanding experience hath declared, 
that neither affembling in councils, neither writings, 
preachings, decrees, making of laws, prefcribing of pu- 
nifhments, hath hoi pen againft images, to which idoia- 
try hath been committed, nor againft idolatry whilft 
images ftood. For thefe blind books and dumb fchool- 
maflers (which they call laymen's books) have more 
prevailed by their carved and painted preaching of 
idolatry, than all other written books and preachings in 
teaching the truth, and the horror of that vice. 

Having thus declared unto your highnefs a few caufes 
of many which do move our confeiences in this matter; 
we befecch your highnefs moft humbly not to ftrain us 
any further, bur. to oonfider that God's word doth 
threaten a- terrible judgment unto us, if we, being paftors 
and miniftcrsin his church, fhould aflent unto the thing 
which in our learning and confeience we are perluadcd 
doth tend to the confirmation of error, fuperftition. jind 
idolatry: and finally, to the ruin of the fouls committed 
to our charge, for which we muft give an account to the 
Prince of paftors at the laft day, Hebrews xii. 1 let. v. 
We pray your maiefty alfo not to be offended with this 
our plainnefs and liberty, which all good and chriftian 
princes have ever taken-in good part at the hands or 
godly biftiops. 

Saint Ambrofe, writing to Theodofius the emperor, 
ufeth thefe words : But neither is it the part of an em- 
peror to deny free liberty of fpcaking, nor the duty ot 
a pricft not to fpeak what he thinketh. And again; in 
God's caufe whom wilt thou hear, if thou wilt not heai 
the prieft, to whofe great peril the fault mould be com- 
mitted ? Who dare fay the truth unto thee, if the prieit 
dare not? Thefe and fuch like fpecches of St. Ambrofe, 
- Theodofius, and Valentiifianus, the emperors, did aiuap 
take in good part, and we doubt not but your grace v.in 
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do the like f not only of whofe clemency, but alfo bene, 
ficence, we have largely tafted. 

We befcech your majtfty alfo, in thefe and fuch like 
controverfies of religion, 10 refer the difcuflion and de- 
ciding of them to a lynod of our bifhops, and other godly 
learned men, according to the example of Conftantinus 
Maximus, and other chrsftian emperors, that thereafons 
of both parties being examined by them, the judg- 
ment may be given uprightly, as in all doubtfi 
matters. 

And to return to this prefent matter, we mod humbly 
befecch your majefty to confider, that befides weighty 
caufes in policy, which we leave 10 the wifdom of your 
honourable counfellors, the eftablifhment of images by 
your authority fhall not only utterly difcredit our minif- 
tcrs, as builders up of the things which we have de- 
itroyed, but alfo blemifh the fame of your moft god-like 
father, and fuch notable fathers as have given their life 
for the tcftimony of God's truth, who by public law re- 
moved all images. 

The almighty and everlafting God plentifully indue 
your majefty with his Spirit and heavenly wifdom, and 
long preferve your moft gracious reignand profperous 
government over us, to the advancement of his glory, 
to the overthrow of fuperftition, and to the benefit and 
comfort of all your highnefs's loving fubjects. 

Note, Dr. Ridley, fome time bifhop of London, was 
a man fo reverenced for his learning and knowledge in 
the fcripture, that even his very enemies have reported 
Mm to have been an excellent fcholar, whofe life, if it 
might have been redeemed with the funi of ip.ooo 
marks, yea, io.cool. the lord Dacres of the North, 
being his kinfman, would have given it to queen Mary, 
rather than he fhould have been burned. And yet was 
(he fo unmerciful, for all his gentlenefs in king Edward' 
days, that it would not be granted for any intcreft that 
could be made. Oh, that fhe had remembered hi; 
labour for her to king Edward the Sixth, with arch- 
bifhop Cianmer, in fuch fort that even ftie had yielded 
but the reward of a publican, Matt. v. then had the 
earth not fo been bereft of him as jt: was ; but the Lord 
forgive us our fins, which were the caufe thereof, and 
grant that we never fo provoke his anger again, if ic be 
his blelfed will, Amen. 
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Sir William Cecil, knight, principal fecretary. 
Sir Francis Knolls, knight, vice-chamberlain. 
Sir Walter Mildmay, knight, chancellor of the ex- 
chequer. 

Lord Cattelene, chief juftice of the king"s-bcnch. 
Lord Dyer, chief juftice of the common pleas. 
Sir William Cordale, knight, mafter of the rolls. 
Juftice Wefton, Juftice Welch, Juftice Southcotes, 
Juftice Carowes. 

JT is given to the queen's majefty to underftand, that 
* certain of her fubjecfts by their evil difpofitions do 
°j j nd f l jrcad abroad divers feditions, to the derogation 
ft \Ti lonour of Almighty God, in the ftate of religion 
tabhfhed by the laws of this realm, and alfo to the 
Zhr Ur of her hi g hnefs > in difproving her lawful 
Sit of fupremacy amongft her fubjecls. And this that 



they do, is not done as in fecrecy or by Health, but 
openly avouched, and in all companies difputed on. 
And thus by their bold attempts they feem riot to obey 
fiK re & ^authority of laws, not the quiet of her 
fubjects. As for example, by bringing in and fpreading 
abroad divers lewd libels and feditious books from be? 
yond I the feas, and in luch boldnefs, that they do com, 
mend thofe wnters in their feditious books, containing 
manifeft matter againft the ftate eftablifhed.- Which 
a { me "* f u u ? iverfal| y and every where feen 
and heard cannot be thought to be done but by the 
comfort and aid °r *t the leaft winked at by them whom 
the queen s highnefs hath placed in authority to reprefs 
thofe infolenc.es. And the queen's highnefs cannot 
more juftly charge any for this diforder, than fuch who 
pe in comrrufnons chofen to reprefs thofe diforders. If 
it be anfwered me, that they cannot fee fuch open bold, 
nels and factious diforders, I muft fay that they have no 
eyes to fee : and if they hear not of fuch contemptuous 
talk I may fay that they have no ears. I would have 
thofe men judge what will come of thofe unbridled 
lpeeches m the end, if reformation be not had thereof. 
What cometh of fadtions and feditions, we have been 

"i^ tVu J^VS™' and what the fruics thereof be, 
wh.ch I befeech God long to defend us from. If fuch 
diforders be not redrefled by law, then muft force and 
violence reform. Which when they take place, may 
happen to fall as foon on them that feem to have leaft 
consideration in this matter. If force and violence pre-, 
vail then you know that law is put to filence, and can, 
not be executed, which fhould only maintain good order, 

)Lt rCP n ed a u gainIt ™\ thaC to the rupprefling of 
thefe open talks there is no law, which by lpeciat tetter 
T ,r gC u" y , ma " 35 an offend er; I muft fav, that 
,,hatfoevcr the letter of the law may be, the meaning of 
the law was and is clean contrary to the liberty of thefe 
doings. If ,t be faid, that no man can be charged by 
the law, except it can be proved againft him, that his 
lpecch and deeds be done malicioufly ; what you call 
malice 1 cannot tell. But irthe bringing in of thefe 
ieditious books make men's minds to be at variance one 
with another, diitradtidn of minds maketh fedition, fe- 
dition bnngeth in tumults, tumults work infurredtions 
and rebellion, infurrecYions make depopulation arid defo- 
lation, and bring m utter ruin and deftrudtion of men's 
bodies, goods, and lands; and if any few the root whereof 
thele men come, and it be fajd that he hath no malice, or 
that he doth not malicioufly labour to deftroy both public 
and private, wealth, I cannot tell what aft may bethought 
to be done malicioufly : and further, if it be faid to me, 
that the man who- fliould be charged with offence, muft 
be proved to have done his adt advifedly ; to that I an- 
fwer, If any bring in thofe books, diftribute them to 
others, commend and defend them, and yet cannot be 
charged to have done advifedly, I have no lkill of their 
advilednefs. If it be faid, that the law treateth of fuch 
adts as be directly derogatory and of none other, what is 
diredt overthwarting the law, when the contrary thereof 
is plainly treated, holden, and defended, and the truth 
by arguments condemned ? It may be faid again, that 
the world doth not now like extremity in laws penal, 
and calleth them bloody laws. As for extreme and bloody 
laws, I approve not of them : but where the execution 
of fuch laws toucheth half a dozen offenders, and the 
non-execution may bring in danger half an hundred, I 
think this law nor the execution thereof may juftly be 
called extreme and bloody : in fuch like comparifon I 
may utter my meaning, as to make a difference between 
whipping and hanging. Indeed, though whipping may 
be thought extreme, yet if by whipping a man may ef- 
cape hanging, in this refpecr, not whipping bringeth in 
this bloodinefs and extremity, and not the execution of 
the law ; and better it were, a man to be twice whipped 
than once hanged : the pains do differ, but wife men 
will foon confider the diverfity. The truth is, to fuffer 
difobedient fubjedts to take boldnefs againft the laws of 
God and their prince, to wink at the obftinatc minds 
of fuch as be unbridled in their affedtions, to maintain a 
foreign power of the bifhop of Rome, diredtly againft 
the prince's prerogative eftablifhed by laws, is not this 
to 
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to hatch diffenrion, and to cherifh fedition ?' To extol 
the writings of fuch, who by their wits devife to fupplant 
the prince's lawful authority. If thefe doing be not 
meant to the difturbaoce ahd utter ruin of this realm, 
I know not what i* good government. If thefe be not 5 
the fparks of rebellion, what be they ? Thus much hav- 
ing fpofeen to your wifdoms, I doubt not of yoift- affent- 
ing with me; the rather alfo becaufe I utter them unto 
you* as from the queen's majefty by commandment, - who 
doth require of us all more diligence in the execution 
of the laws, than commonly hath been obferved : 
whereby we Ihall do our duty to Almighty God the 
better, declare our allegiance to our fovercign, regard 
the majefty or the laws, love the quiet of our country^ 
and procure the fafety of ourferves.- 

God fave the Queen. 



An Account of the MARTYRDOM of one RICHARD 
ATrtlNS, an Englisman, at Rome. 



BOUT the month of July, Anno 15.81, one 
Richard Atkins, an Engliujman,. born in Hertr 

r> I I : C A .U„ T? IS-rt. 



A 

fordfl , 

college, knocked at the door, 
Undents there came out, to welcome him, understand- 
ing that he was an Englifliman. They willed him to 
go to the hofpital, and there to receive his meat and lodg- 
ing, according as the order was appointed : whereunto 
he anfwered, I come not (my countrymen), to any fuch 
intent, as you judge, but I come lovingly to rebuke the 
great miforder of your lives, which I grieve to hear, 
and pity to behold : I come likewife to let your proud 
Antichrift underftand, that he doth offend the heavenly 
Majefty, rbb God of his honour, and poifoneth the 
whole world with his abominable blafphemies, making 
them do homage to flocks and ftones, and that filthy 
facrament, which is nothing elfe but a foolifh idol. 
When they heard thefe words, one Hugh Griffin, a 
Welfliman, and ftudent in the college, caufed him to 
be put in the inquifition ; where, how they examined 
him, and how he anfwered them, I know not, but after 
certain days he was fet at liberty again; and one day going 
intheftreet, he met a prieft carrying the facrament; 
which offending his confeience, to fee the people crouch 
and bow down to if, he caught at it to have thrown it 
down; but miffing of his purpofe, and it being judged 
by the people, that he did catch at the holinefs thai 
(they fay) cometh from the facrament, upon mere devo- 
tion, he was let pafe, and nothing faid to him ; a few days 
after he came to St. Peter's church, where divers gen- 
tlemen and others were hearing mafs, and the prieft at 
the elevation ; he ufing no reverence, ftepped among 
the people to the altar, and threw down the chalice with 
the wine, ftriving likewife to have pulled the cake out 
of the prieft's hands; for which divers rofe up and beat 
him with their fifts, and one drew his rapier, and would 
have ftairi him ; fothat in brief he was carried to prifon, 
where he was examined, wherefore he had committed 
fuch a heinous offence; whereunto he anfwered, That he 
came purpofely for that intent, to rebuke the pope's wick- 
ednefs and their idolatry. Upon this he was condemned 
to be burned ; which fentence (he faid)he was right wil- 
ling to fuffer, and the rather,, becaufe the fum of his.of- 
fence pertained to the glory of God. During the time he 
remained in prifon, fundry Engliftimen came unto him, 
■willing him to be forry for what he had done, and to. re- 
cant from his damnable opinion : but all the means they 
ufed were in vain, he confuted their dealings by divers 
places of fcripture, and willed them to be forry for their 
wickednefs; while God did permit them time, elfe they 
were in danger of everlafti,ng_damnation ; thefe words 
made the Engliftimen depart : for they could not abide 
to hear them. Within a while after, he was fet upon an 
afs without any-faddle, he being from the middle up- 
ward naked, having fome Englifh priefts with him to 
talk with him, but he regarded them not, but fpake to 
the people in as good language as he could, and told 
thfcm they were in a wrong way, and willed them for 



Chrift's fake to have regard to the faving of their fo u l s 
All the way as he went, there were four who did nothing 
elfe but thrufl at his body with burning torches, whereat 
he never moved, nor ftirunk one jot, but with a chear. 
ful countenance laboured to perfuade the people, often 
bending his body to meet the torches, as they w ere 
thruft at hire, and would take them in his- own hand 
and hold them burning flill upon his body, whereat the 
people not a little wondered. Thus he continued alm 0 (c 
the fpace of half a mile, till he came before St. Peter's 
where the place of execution was. When he was come 
to the place of execution, there they made a device, not 
to make the fire about him, but to burn his legsfirft 
which they did, he not difmayed any whit, but fuffered* 
all marvellous chearfully; which moved the people to 
fuch a quandary as was not in Rome many a day. Then 
they offered him a crofs, and willed him to embrace it 
in token that he died a chriftian ; but he put it away 
with his- hand, telling themy that they were evil men to 
•s preparing 



trouble him with fuch 

himfelf for God, whom he beheld in majefty and rnercy^ 
ready to receive him into eternal reft. They feeing him* 
: - this mind, departed, faying, Eet us go and leave 
n to the devil, whom he ferves. Thus ended this- 
faithful fcldier and martyr of Chrift, who is, no doubt, 
in glory with his- Matter : whereunto God grant us all 
to come, Amen. 

This is faithfully avouched by John Young, who was 
at that time, and a good while after in Rome, in the 
fervice of his matter, doctor Morton ; who feeing the 
martyrdom of this man, when he came home to his 
houfe, in preferice of Mr. Smith, his fon, Mr. Creed, 
and the faid John Young, fpake as followeth : Surely 
this fellow was marvelloufly obftinate, he nothing re- 
garded the good connfel which was given to him, nor 
ihrunk all the time when the torches were thruft at his 
naked body. Befide, in the place of execution he did 
not faint nor cry one jot in the fire, although they tor- 
mented him very cruelly, and burned him by degrees, 
as his legs firft, to put him to the greater pain; yet all 
this he did but fmile at. Doubtlefs, but that the word 
of God cannot be but true, elfe we might judge this 
fellow to be of God ; for who could have fuffered fo 
much pain as he did ? But truly I believe the devil was 
in him. 



The LIFE and DEATH of Dr. STORY, a cruel 
Persecutor ef Christ in his Members. 

THIS Dr. Story, being an Englifliman by birth, and 
from his infancy being not only nurfed in papiftry.but 
alfo even as it were by nature earneftly affected to the 
fame, and growing fomewhat in riper years, in the days 
of queen Mary became a bloody tyrant, and cruel per- 
secutor of Chrift in his members (as all the hiftoriesirt 
this book almoft do declare). Thus he raging all the 
reign of the aforefaid queen Mary againft the infallible 
: truth of Chrift's gofpel, and the true profeflbrs thereof, 
.never ceafing till he had confumed to aflies two or three 
hundred bleffed martyrs, who willingly gave their lives 
for the tcftimpny of his truth ; arid thinking their pu- 
niftrment in the fire not cruel enough, he went about to 
invent new torments for the holy martyrs of Chrift, fuch 
was Jiis hatred to the truth of Chrift's gofpel : but in the 
end the Lord God looking upon the affliction and . cruel 
iblood-ftiedding of his. fervants, took away queen Mary, 
the great pillar of papiftry. After whom fuccecdcd 
lady Elizabeth, now queen of England, who flaying 
the bloody fword of perfection from raging any iur- 
ther, caufed the fame Dr. Story to be apprehended, ami 
committed to ward, with many others his accomplices, 
fworn enemies to Chrift's glorious gofpel. The lam 
Story having been a while detained in prifon, at la", 
by what means I know not, got out and conveved _ him- 
felf over the feas, where he continued a moil bloodv 
perfecutor, flill raging againft God's faints with fire ana 
fword. Infomuch as he growing to be familiar and "gnc 
dear to the duke of Alva, in Antwerp, received fpfciai 
commiflion 
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commiffion from him to fearch the {hips for goods for- , 
(cited, and for Englifli books, and fuch like. 

And in this favour and authority he continued there 
for a time, by which means he did- much hurt, and 
brought many a good man and woman into trouble and 
extreme peril of life through his blood-thirfty cruelty : 
but at laft the Lord (when the meafure of his iniquity 
was full; proceeded in judgment againft him, and cut 
him otf from the face of the earth, according to the 
prayers of many a 'good man; which came to pafs in 
order as followeth. It being certainly known (for the 
report thereof was gone forth into all lands) that he not 
only intended the fubverfionand overthrow of his native 
country of England, by bringing in foreign hoftility, if 
by any means he might encompafs it; but alfo daily and 
hourly murdered God's people; there was this platform 
laid (by God's providence no doubt) that one Mr. Par- 
ker, a merchant mould fail unto Antwerp, and by fome 
means convey Story into England. 

This Parker arriving at Antwerp, fuborned certain 
to repair to Dr. Story, and to fignify unto him, that 
there was an Englifli fliip come, loaded with merchan- ! 
dize, and that if he would make fearch thereof himfclf, 
he fhould find ftore of Englifh books, and other things 
for his purpofe. Story hearing this, and iufpetfting 
nothing, made hafte towards the fhip, thinking to make 
the fame his prey; and coming on board, l'earched for 
Englifh heretical books (as he called them); and going 



down under the hatches, becaufe he would be fure to 
have their blood if he could, they clapped down the 
hatches, hoifted up their fail, having (as God would) a 
good gale, and failed away unto England. Where they 
arriving, prefented this bloody butcher, and traitorous 
rebel, Story, to the no little rejoicing of many an Eng- 
lifh heart. He being now committed to prifon/ conti- 
nued there a good fpace: during all which time he was 
importuned and folicited daily by wife and learned fa- 
thers to recant his devilifh and erroneous opinions, to 
conform himfelf to the truth, and to acknowledge the 
queen's fupremacy. All which he utterly denied to the 
death, faying, that he was a fworn fubjedt to the king of 
Spain, and was no fubjcdl to the queen of England, 
nor {he his fovereign queen ; and therefore (as he well 
deferved) he was condemned (as a traitor to God, the 
queen's majefty, and the realm) to be drawn, hanged, 
and quartered; which was performed accordingly, he 
being laid upon an hurdle, and drawn from the Tower 
along the ftreets to Tyburn, v. here he being hanged till 
he was half dead, was cut down and ftripped; and 
(which is not to be forgot) when the executioner had cut 
off his privy members, he rufliing up upon a fudden, 
gave him a blow upon the car, to the great wonder 
of all that flood by: and thus ended this bloody 
Nimrod's wretched life, whofe judgment I leave to the 
Lord. ' 



CHAP. III. 

Containing an HISTORICAL ACCOUNT of the PERSECUTIONS, SUFFERINGS, and cruel DEATHS of 
PROTESTANT MARTYRS in FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 



A brief RELATION of the horrible MASSACRE in 
FRANCE, Anno 1752. 

AND fii ft for brevity's fake to overpafs the bloody 
butchery of the Roman catholics in Orange againft 
the proteftants, more fiercely and unawares breaking 
into their' houfes, and there, without mercy, killing 
mah, woman, and child; of whom fome being fpoiled 
and naked, they threw out of their lofts into the ftreets; 
fome they fmothcred in their houfes with fmoke, with 
fword and weapon fparing none, the carcafes of forrie 
they threw to dogs, which was in the year 1570, in the 
reign of Charles IX. Likewife to pafs over the cruel 
{laughter at Rhone, where the proteftants being at a 
fermon without the city walls, upon the king's edict, the" 
papifts in fury ran upon them coming home, and flew 
of them above 40 at Ieaft, many more they wounded. 
This example at Rhone, ftirred up the papifts at Dieppe, 
to pradtife the like rage alfo againft the chriftians there, 
returning from a fermon likewife ; whofe {laughter had 
been the greater, had they not more wifely before been 
provided with weapons for their own defence if needed. 
All which happened about the fame year aforefaid, 
viz. 1 570. Buc thefe with fuch like I briefly overflip, 
to enter now into the matter above promifed, that is, 
briefly to treat of the horrible and moft barbarous maf- 
facre committed in Paris, fuch as I fuppofe never was 
beard of before in any civil difientioh amongft the very 
heathens. In a few words, to touch the fubftance of the 
matter : 

After long troubles in France, the papifts forfeeingno 
good to be done againft the proteftants by open force, 
began to devife how by crafty means .to entrap them, 
and that by two manner of ways: the one by pretending 
a power to be fent into the lower country, whereof the 
admiral to be the captain ; not that the king fo meant 
'ndeed, but only tounderftand thereby what power and 
force the admiral had under him, who they were, 
and what were their names. The fecond was by a certain 
marriage fuborned between the prince of Navarre, and 
'"Ring's After. To this pretended marriage, it was 



advifed, that all the chief proteftants of France fhould be! 
invited, and meet in Paris. Among whom firft they 
began with the queen of Navarre, mother to the prince 
that was to marry the king's fifter, attempting by all 
means pofllble to gain her confent thereunto. She being 
then at Rochelle, and allured by many fair words to 
repair unto the king, confented at length to come, and 
was received at Paris ; where {he, after much ado, was at 
length won over to the king's mind, and providing for 
the marriage, fhortly upon the fame fell fick.and within 
five days departed, not without fufpicion, as fome {kid, 
of poifon. But her body being opened, no fign of 
poifon could there be found, fave only but.that a certain 
apothecary made his boaft, that he had killed the 
queen by certain venemous odours and fmelts by him 



After this, notwithftanding the marriage ftill going 
forward, the admiral prince of Navarre and Conde, with, 
divers other chief ftates of the proteftants, induced by 
the king's letters and many fair promifes, at laft were 
brought to Paris, where with great folemnity they 
were received, but efpccially the admiral. To make 
the matter fhort, the day of the marriage came, which 
was the eighteenth of Auguft, 1572. Which marriage 
being folemnized by the cardinal of Borbonne, upon an 
high ftage f« up on purpofe without the church walls, 
the prince of Navarre and Conde came down, waiting 
for the king's fifter, fhc being then at mafs; This done, 
they reforted all together to the bifhop's palace to din- 
ner. In the evening they were had to a palace in the 
,middle of Paris to fupper. ' Not long after this, being 
the 22d of Auguft, the admiral coming from the council 
table, by the way was fhot at with a piltol, charged with 
three bullets, in both his arms. He being thus wounded, 
and yet ftill remaining in Paris, although the Vidam gave 
him counfel to flee away, it fo fell out that certain foldiers 
were appointed in divers places of the city to be ready 
at a watch-word at the command of the prince, upon 
which watch-word given, they burft out to the flaughteu 
of the proteftants, firft beginning with the admiral him- 
felf, who being wounded with many fore wounds, wa& N- 
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caft out of the window into the ftrcet, where his head 
being firft ftruck off, and embalmed with fpices to be 
fent to the pope, the favage people raging againft him, 
cut off his arms and privy members, and fo drawing 
him three days through the ftreets of Paris, they 
dragged him to the place of execution, out of the city, 
and there hanged him up by the heels, to the greater 
Ihew and fcorn of him. 

After the martyrdom of this good man, the armed 
foldiers with rage and violence ran upon all the others 
of the fame profeffion, flaying and killing all the pro- 
teftants they knew, or could find within the city gate3 
inclofcd. This bloody (laughter continued the fpace 
of many days, but efpecially the greateft flaughter was 
in the three firft days, in which were numbered to be 
(lain, as the ftory writeth, above 10,000 men and wo- 
men, old and young, of all forts and conditions. The 
bodies of the dead were carried in carts to be thrown in 
the river : fo that not only the river was all ftained 
therewith, but alfo whole dreams in certain places of 
the city did run with the blood of the flain bodies. So 
great was the outrage of that hellifh perfecution, that 
not only the proteftants, but alfo certain whom they 
thought indifferent papifts, they put to the fword in- 
ftead of proteftants. In the number of them that were 
flain of the more learned fort, was Petrus Ramus, alfo 
I.ambinus, another notorious learned man; Plateanus, 
Lomenius, Chapefius, with others. 

And not only within the walls of Paris this uproar 
was contained, but it extended further into other cities 
and quarters of the realm, efpecially Lyons, Orleans, 
Thouloufe, and Rouen. In thefe cities it is almoft in- 
credible, and fcarce ever heard of in any nation, what 
cruelty was fhewed, what numbers of good men were 
deftroyed; infomuch, that within the fpace of one 
month, thirty thoufand at leaft of religious proteftants 
are numbered to be flain, as is credibly reported in the 
commentaries of them who teftify purpofely of the 

Furthermore there is to be noted, that when the pope 
firft heard of this bloody ftir, he, with his cardinals, 
made fuchjoy at Rome, with the proccfllon, with their 
gun-fhot, and ringing of TV Deum, that in honour of 
that feftival act, a jubilee was commanded by the pope, 
1 with great indulgence, and much folemnity. Whereby 
thou haft here to difcern and judge, with what fpirit 
and charity thefe papifts are moved to maintain their 
religion, which otherwife would fall to the ground 
without all hope of recovery. Likewife in France no 
lefs rejoicing there was upon the 28th day of the month, 
the king commanding public proceflions through the 
whole city to be made, with bonfires, ringing, and 
ringing; where the king himfelf, with the queen his 
mother, and his whole court reforting together to the 
church, gave thanks and praife to God, for that fo 
worthy victory atchieved upon St. Bartholomew's day 
againft the proteftants, whom they thought to be ut- 
terly overthrown and vanquifhed in all the realm for 
ever. 

And, indeed, to man's thinking, it might appear no 
lefs, after fuch a great deftrudtion of the proteftants, 
having loft fp many worthy and noble captains as then 
were cut off, whereupon many, for fear revoking their 
religion, returned to the pope ; divers fled out of the 
realm, fuch as would not turn, keeping thcmfelvcs 
fecret, durft not be known nor feen, fo that it was paft 
all hope of man, that the gofpel fhould ever have any 
more place in France : but fuch is the admirable work- 
ing of God, where man's help and hope moft faiieth, 
there he moft fheweth his ftrength, and helpeth, as 
here is to be feen. For whereas the little remnant of 
the gofpel fide, being now brought to utter defperation, 
were now ready to give over unto the king, and many 
were gone already againft confeience, yielding to time j 
yet, the Lord of his goodnefs fo wrought, that many 
were ftayed and reclaimed again through the occafion 
firft of them in Rochelle : who, hearing of the cruel 
maflacre in Paris, and flaughter at Thouloufe, moft con- 
ftantly* .with valiant hearts, (the Lord fo working) 
thought to- Hand to their defence againft the king's 



power, by whofe example certain other cities, h ear j nrf 
thereof, took no little courage to do the like ; namel 
Montalbane, the city called Nemanfium, Sanftr \' 
Occitamia, Millialdum, Mirebellum, Fuduzia, w ith 
other towns and cities more: who, being confederate 
together, exhorted one another to be circumfpea, and 
take good heed of the falfc diffembling pra&ices not 10 
be trufted of the mercilcfs papifts, intending nothirw 
but blood and definition. b 
Thefe things thus paflingat Rochelle, the king hearing 
thereof, giveth in commandment to captains Srrozzius 
and Guardius to fee to Rochelle. After this, he fendetri 
a nobleman, one Bironius, requiring of the Rochelle 
men to receive him for their governor, under the" king 
A great confultation being held, at length the Rochelle 
men began to condefcend, upon certain conditions- 
which being not eafily confented to, and efpecially they 
hearing in the mean time what was done to others ot" 
their fellows, who had fubmitted themfelves, thought 
it better to ftand to the defence of their lives and con- 
fciences, and to hazard the worft. Whereupon began 
great fiege and battery to be laid againft Rochelle, both 
by land and fea, which was in the year 1 572, about the 
fourth day of December. It would require another 
volume to defcribc all things during the time of this 
fiege, that paflcd on either fide, between the king's 
part and the town of Rochelle. Briefly to run overfome 
parts of the matter: In the beginning of the year fol- 
lowing, which was 1573, in the month of January, 
commandment was given out by the king, to all and 
fundry nobles and peers of France, upon great punifh- 
ment, to addrefs themfelves in a moft forcible manner 
to the affkulting of Rochelle. Whereupon, a great con- 
courfe of all the nobility, with the whole power of 
France, was there aflembled ; amongft whom was alfo 
the prince of Anjou, the king's brother, (who, there, 
not long after, was proclaimed king of Poland) accom- 
panied by his other brother, duke Alanfon, Navarre, 
Conde, and a great number of flares befides. Thus 
the whole power of France being gathered againft one 
poor town, had not the mighty hand of God been on 
their fide, it had been impoffible for them to efcapc. 
During the time of this fiege, which lafted feven 
months, what fkirmifhes and conflicts were on, both 
fides, it were endlefs to recite. To make fhort, feven 
principal aflaults were given to the poor town of Ro- 
chelle, with all the power that France could make. In 
all which aflaults the pope's catholic fide had the worft. 
Concerning the firlt alfault, thus I find written— that 
within the fpace of 26 days were charged againft the 
walls and houfes of Rochelle, to the number of thirty 
thoufand fhot of iron bullets and globes, w hereby a 
great breach was made for the adverfary to invade the 
city : but fuch was the courage of them within, (not 
men only, but women, matrons, and maidens, with 
fpits, fire, and fuch other weapons as come to hand) that 
the adverfary was driven back, with no fmall flaughter 
of their foldiers : only of the inhabitants were flain and 
wounded to the number of fixty perfons. Likewife, in 
the fecond affault, 2000 great field-pieces were laid 
againft the town; whereupon the adverfary attempted 
the next day to invade the town, but through the in- 
duftry of the foldiers and citizens, and alfo of the wo- 
men and maids, the invaders were forced at length to 
fly fafter than they came. No better fuccefs had all 
the aflaults that followed: whereby, confider (gentle 
reader) with thyfelf, in what great diftrefs thefe good 
people were, not of Rochelle only, but of other cities 
alfo, during thefe feven months above-mentioned, had 
not the powerful hand of the Lord Almighty fuftained 
them. Concerning whofe wonderous operation for his 
fervants in thefe diftrefl'es, three memorable things I 
find in hiftory to be noted. 

The one concerning the fiege of Sanfer ; which city 
being, terribly battered and razed with the ftiot of great 
cannons and field-pieces, having at one fiege no le'* 
than three thoufand bullets and gun ftones flying upon 
them, wherewith the crefts of their helmets were pier- 
ced; their fleeves, their hofe, their hats pierced; their 
weapons in their hands broken, their walls, fbaken, 
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their houfes rent down ; yet not one perfon flain nor 
wounded with all this, fave only at the firft a certain 
maiden, with the blait of the (hot flying by her, was 
ftruck down, and died. 

The fecond thing to be noted is, that in the fame 
city, during all the time of the fiege, which lafted feven 
itionths and a half, notwithstanding all the ordnance and 
battering-pieces difcharged againft them, which arc 
, numbered to fix thoufand, not fo much as 25 perfons 
in all w ere fain. 

The third example, no lefs memorable, was at Ro- 
chelle.: whereas the poorer fort began to lack corn and 
victuals, there was fent to them every day in the river, 
(by the hand of the Lord no doubt ) a great multitude 
of'fiui, called furdones, which the poorer people ufed 
inftead of bread. Which fifh, the fame day the fiege 
broke up, departed and came no more. Teftified by 
rbem who were prefent in Rochelle all the time. 

What number was loft on both fides during all this 
feven months war, is not certainly known. The num- 
ber of captains flain of the king's camp, however, leaves 
room for conjecture ; which was no lefs than 132, of 
whom the chief was duke Damoule. 

To clofe up this tragical ftory, reflecting the break- 
ing up of this feven months fiege : Thus it fell out, 
that fhortly after the feventh aflault given againft Ro- 
chelle, which was in the year 1573, about the month of 
June, word came to the camp, that duke Anjou, the 
king's brother, was proclaimed king of Poland j at 
which great joy was in the camp. By occafion where- 
of, the new king more willing to have peace, entered 
talk with them of Rochelle : who, as he flic wed himfelf 
to them not ungentle, fo found he them again to him 
not unconformable. Whereupon, a certain agreement 
pacificatory was concluded between them, upon con- 
ditions. Which agreement, the new king of Poland 
foon preferred to the French king his brother, not 
without fome fuic and interceflion to have it ratified. 
The king alfo himfelf, partly being weary of thefc 
chargeable wars, was the more willing to aflent there- 
iinto. And thus, at length, through the Lord's great 
work, the king's royal confent, under form of an edidt, 
was let down in writing, and confirmed by the king, 
containing 25 articles. In which alfo were included 
certain other cities of the proteftants, granting to them 
the benefit of peace, and liberty of religion. This 
edict, or mandate fent down from the king by his 
herald at arms, Bironius, in the king's name, caufed 
iobe folemnly proclaimed at Rochelle, in the year 1573, 
the tenth day of June. 

The year following, which was 1574, for two things 
feemeth fatal and famous j firft, for the death of Charles 
the Ninth, the French king ; alfo, molt of all, for the 
death of Charles, cardinal of Lorraine, brother to Guife. 
Of the manner of the cardinal's death, I find little men- 
tion in ftories. Touching the king's death, although 
Kic. Dinothus faith nothing, likely from fear, becaufe 
*« being a Frenchman, his name is expreffed and 
known: but another ftory, (whom the faid Dino- 
thus doth follow) bearing no name, faith thus: that 
he died the 25th day of May, upon Whitfun-eve, be- 
ln g aged 25 years: and addeth more, Certain it is, 
*m his ficknefs came of bleeding. And faith furcher ; 
'he conllant report fo goeth, that his blood gufhing 
out of divers parts of his body, he toffing in his bed, 
and uttering many horrible blafphemies, laid upon pil- 
lows, with his heels upward and head downward, ■ 
Voided fo much blood at his mouth, that in a few 
tours he expired. Which ftory, if it be true, as is 
tecorded and teftified, may be a fpectaclc and example 
wall perfecuting kings and princes, polluted with the 
°'°od of chriftian martyrs. And thus much briefly 
wichmg the terrible perfecution in France. ' j 



To the CHRISTIAN READER. 

WHereas that excellent man, both for learning 
" and godlinefs, Mr. John Fox, of bleffed 
memory, ended this worthy work with, his Ihort de- 



*' claration of that horrible maffacre and murder of 
" God's faints and fervants in France ; we have thought 
'* good to fet down the fame more particularly and 
" largely, and afterwards to add thereunto a declara- 
" tion of other outrageous cruelties, committed iri 
•* France by the favourers and followers of the church 
** of Rome upon faithful chriftiahs, both before and 
" after the faid maflacre: all faithfully collected and 
" taken out of the hiflory of that honourable man, 
" James Augult Thuanus, prefident of the parliament 
" of Paris, and counfcllor of ftate to the late Frencll 
" king, Henry the Fourth. And thus we have done; 
" that we may thereby be the more moved to hate and 
" abhor that bloody Babylon of Rome, and to take 
" better heed, that by our fins and contempt of God's 
" holy word, by his great mercy committed unto us, 
,r we do not again fall into the cruel claws thereof, and 
" into the bloody hands of her followers ; as moll cer- 
" tainly we had done, if God in great mercy had not 
" prevented that favage, barbardus, and moft moiiftrdus 
" Powder-Treafon ; of which great and merciful de- 
" liverance, God make us mindful and truly thankful 
" in glorifying his name, and fe'rving him in true 
" holinefs and righteoufnefs all the days of our life, 
" Amen." 

WHEN the admiral was wounded in both his 
arms, he immediately thereupon faid to Maure, 
preacher to the queen of Navarre, O my brother, I 
do now perceive that I am beloved of my God, feeing 
that for his moft holy name's fake I do fuffer thefc 
wounds. Then he whifpered in the ear of one of them 
that bore up his arm, that he fhould deliver an hundred 
crowns to Marlin his preacher, to be given to the poor 
of the church of Paris. 

The admiral was ilain by Bemjus, of whom Alineus 
(one of them that came to kill him) did afterwards re- 
port, that he never faw man info prefent peril, fo con- 
stantly and confidently fuffer death. 

Many honourable men, and great perfonageSj were 
then murdered, as count Rochfulcaudj Telinius, the 
admiral's fon-in-law; Antonius Claromontus, marquis 
of Ravely; Lewis Bufiius, Bandineus, Pluvialius, Ber- 
nius, &c. 

Francis Nompar Caumontius, being in bed with hie 
two fons, was flain, with one of them : the other was 
ftrangely preferved, who after came to great honour and 
dignity. 

Stephen Cevalerie Prime, chief treafurer to the king 
in Poictiers, a very good man, and careful of the com- 
monwealth, after he had paid for his life a good fum 
of money, was cruelly murdered by fome cut-throats, 
whom Stephen Fargon Patandery (Who gaped for his 
office) had fent for that purpofe. 

Magdalen Briflbnet, an excellent woman, and learn- 
ed, the widow of Iverrnus, mafter of requefts to the 
king, flying out of the city in poor apparel, was taken, 
cruelly murdered, and call into the river. 

Two thoufand were murdered in one day t and the 
fame liberty of killing and fpoiling continued certain 
days after. 

Peter Placic was repeatedly (tabbed with daggers, 
and killed. 

At Meldis two hundred were caft into prifon, and 
being brought out as Iheep to the (laughter, were cru- 
elly murdered. There alfo were twenty-five women 
(lain. 

At Orleans, a thoufand men, women, and children, 
were murdered. 

The citizens of Auguftobona, when they heard of 
the maflacre at Paris, (hut the gates of their town that 
no proteftants might efcape, and caft all that they fuf- 
pected into prifon, which afterward were brought forth 
and murdered. 

At Avaricum, in like manner, the fufpectcd for re- 
ligion were caft into prifon, and afterwards murdered. 

At the town of Charite, a troop of Lewes Gonzaga's 
horfemen killed 1 8 perfons. 

At Lyons there were 800 moft miferably and cruelly 
murdered ; the children hanging at their fathers' necks, 
and the fathers embracing their children, &c. Three 
hundred 
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hundred were (lain in the arcfrbifhop's houfe. The 
monks would not fuffer their bodies to be buried. 
At Romanium feven were killed. 
At Thololfa 200 were murdered. 
At Roan 500 were put to death. At laft Thuanus 
wrttcth thus; this example paffed unto other cities, and 
from cities to towns and villages, fo that it is by many 
publifhed, that in all the kingdom above 30,000 were in 
thefe tumults divers ways deftroyed ; although 1 think 
the number was fomewhat lefs. 

A little before this maflacre, a man, nurfe, and in- 
fant, carried to be bapti7.ed, were all three murdered. 

There was wonderful' great joy in Rome for this maf- 
facre, and the pope with his cardinals went in folemn 
proceffion to the church of St. Mark, to give thanks to 
God for this great benefit bellowed upon the fee of Rome 
and the Chrillian world. And the Monday following 
there was folemn fervice in the church of Minerva, at 
which the pope and thecardinals wereprefenr. A jubi- 
lee alfo was publifhed, and in the evening the great ord- 
nance was (hot off in the caftle of St. Angelo. The 
cardinal of Lorrain gave a thoufand crowns to him that 
brought news of it. 

Bricamotius, an old man of feventy years, and Ca- 
vagnius, were laid upon hurdles and drawn to execu- 
tion: and being in the way reviled and denied 
dirt caft upon them, they were hanged. Brican 
might have been pardoned, if he would publicly con- 
fefs, that the admiral had confpired againft the king; 
.■which he refufed to do. 

Carter, a city in the county of the Albingens, held 
by the proteftants, being upon the king's great promifes 
of their fafety, delivered up into the hands of Crucetc a 
nobleman, was notwithstanding with murders and f F oil 
cruelly wafted. 

At Bourdeaux, by the inftigation of a monk, called 
Enimund Angerius, were 264 cruelly murdered, of 
whom fome were fenators. This monk continually 
provoked them in his fermons to this flaughter. 

At Agendicum in Main, a cruel flaughter of the pro- 
teftants was committed by the inftigation of JEmarus, 
inquifitor of criminal caufes. A rumour being fpread 
abroad, that the proteftants had taken fecret counfel to 
invade and fpoil the churches, above an hundred of eve- 
ry eftate and fex were by the enraged people killed or 
drowned in the river Igonna, which runneth by the 
city; the houfes of many were fpoiled ; the church 
without the city, where the proteftants aflembled, was 
pulled down and made level with the ground, and their 
vines pulled up by the roots. 

The duke of Guife entered into Blois ; which al- 
though he got without any fight, yet all furious liberty 
was permitted to the foldicrs, houfes were fpoiled, ma- 
ny proteftants which had remained were flain, or drown- 
ed in the river ; neither were women fpared, of whom 
fame were defiled, and more murdered. Amongft 
whom one matron of good birth, having efcaped drown- 
ing in water, could not efcape from the hand of the 
murderers. From thence he went to Mere, a town two 
leagues from Blois, where proteftants had frequent af- 
fembly at fermons ; which for many days together was 
fpoiled, and many killed, and Cafiebonius, the pallor, 
was drowned in the next river. 

At Anjou, Albiacus, the paftor, was murdered, cer- 
tain women flain, and fome defiled : amongft whom, 
two fillers were afeufed in the fight of their father, who 
was bound to a well to behold that fight. 

John Burgeolus, prefident of Turin, an old man, be- 
ins fufpedted to be a proteftant, having bought with a 
great fum of money his life and fafety, was notwithftand- 
ing taken and beaten cruelly with clubs and ftaves, and 
being ftripped of his clothes, was brought to the bank 
of the river Liger, and was hanged by his feet upward, 
and head downward in the water tip to his breaft; then 
(he yet alive) they opened his belly, plucked out his guts, 
and threw them into the river, and taking his heart, put 
it upon a fpear, carrying it with contumelious words 
about the city. 
The- town of Barre, being taken by the papifts, all 



kinil of cruelcy was there ufed, children were cut Up 
and the gurs of fome of them and hearts pulled out 
which in rage they gnawed with their teeth. They that 
were in the cadle, when they had yielded thcinfelves to 
the will of the conqueror, were almoftall hanged. One 
Ralet fpared not his own fon, but fullered him in triat 
tumult to be hanged. 

When the city Matifcon was taken, by corrupting the 
"keeper of the keys, whom yet they killed, great crucify 
was Ihewed, fo that they counted it a fport to cut 0 jf 
men's legs and arms. 

Sapontius inviting gentlewomen, to flipper, would 
walk with them, and having his foldiers about him, ufed 
to call fome of his prifoners (of which he had nianv) 
from the bridge into the river, and with that fpecWle 
did fatisfy the eyes of his guefis ; of whom he would of- 
ten >'k, whether they did ever fee men leap better. 

At Albia of Cahors, upon the Lord's day, the 1 6th of 
December, the papifts at the ringing of a bell broke 
open the doors, where the proteftants were aflembled, 
and killed without difference, fome in the place, fome" 
as they were getting away, were here and. there (lain, 
among whom was one Guacerius, a rich merchant; who 
being dr.awn into his houfe, was with his wife and chil- 
dren murdered, and his houfe fpoiled. About forty- 
five were in that tumult murdered, and their bodiej- 
contumelioufly ufed. - .. v 

In a town called Penna, 300 (notwithftanding the 
fafety of their lives was prom i fed- them) were cruelly 
murdered by Spaniards, which were newly come to ferve 
the French king; who alfo killed certain women there: 
fcoffingly faying, that they were Lutheran men, diflem- 
bling their fex by their apparel. 

The town of Nonne being yielded to the papifis, upon 
condition that the foreign foldiers fhoutd depart fafe 
with horfe and armour, leaving their enfigns, and that 
the enemy's foldicrs that were footmen fhould not enter 
into the town, and that no harm fhould be done to the 
townfmen ; but that they might (if they would) go into 
the caftle ; after the yielding of it, the gates were fee 
open, and ftrait they came to murdering and fpoiling, 
without any regard of the forefaid conditions. Men 
and women without difference were killed ; the ftreets 
founded with miferable mourning, blood flowing in the 
ways, and the lafcivious foldiers' fwords fhining in the 
flames of fire, which they had caft upon the houfes. 
Many were cruelly killed, being thrown down headlong 
from on high. Among others, this example of inordi- 
nate filthinefs and cruelty is reported : a certain woman 
being drawn out of a private place, into which to avoid 
the rage of the foldiers Ihe had fled with her hulband, 
was in his fight fhamefully defiled : and then being com- 
manded to draw a fword, not knowing to what end, was 
forced by others, who ordered her hand, to give her 
hufband a deadly wound, whereof he died ; the foldicrs 
not being content to defile her body, but alfo to make 
her to defile her hand with the flaughter of her huf- 
band. 

At Samarobridge, in Picardy, in the time of peace, 
above 100 proteftants were murdered: and at Antiffio- 
dore,. which the proteftants having held in the laft war, 
had now yielded up, 150 were cruelly killed, and their 
dead bodies were drawn, and caft partly into jakes, and 
partly into the river. 

Bordis, a captain under the prince of Conde, at Mi- 
rabellum, was contrary to promifc cruelly killed, and 
his naked body caft into the ftreet, that, being unburicd, 
the dogs might eat it. 

The prince of Conde being taking prifoner, and his 
life promifed him, was lhot in the neck by Montifquius, 
captain of the duke of Anjou's guard, of whom Thuanus 
writeth thus: This was :the end of Lewis Bourbon, 
prince of Conde, of the Ring's blood, a man above the 
honour of his birth, moft honourable in courage and 
virtue; who in valour, conftancy, wit, wifdom, expe- 
rience, courtefy* eloquence, and liberality, all which 
virtues excelled in him, had few his equals, and none, 
even by the confeflion of his enemies, fuperior to 
Robert 
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Robert Stuart (a. valiant Scottifii gentleman) being 
taken prifoner, was notwithftanding ftabbed with dag- 
L, and killed. 

At Orleans . 100 men and women being committed to 

Ton, were, by the furious people that rufhed in, moft 
fruelly murdered. 

pj it herto, out of the hiftory^ of Jacobus Auguftus 
Thuanus (who is reported to be a catholic), which end- 

h ; n t he year 1578, wherein I have for fhortnefs fake 
omitted fundry particular outrages and murders com- 
mitted by that bloody Babylonical generation ; from 
tthofe bloody hands, God in mercy defend and preferve 
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1c HISTORY of ROBERT OGUIER and bis WIFE, 
BAUDICON and MARTIN tbeir two Sons, who 
were burned at Lisle, in F-LANders. 

PON Saturday, March 6, 1556; between nine and 
_ ten o'clock in the night, the provoft of the 
city with his ferjeants, armed themfelves to make fearch, 
if they could find any met together in houfes ; but 
then there was no affembly. Therefore they came to 
the houfe of Robert Oguier, which was a little church, 
for ail both great and fmall, men-fervants and maids, 
were familiarly inftructed there in the knowledge of 

Being entered into the faid houfe, and feeking here 
and there for their prey, they found certain books which 
they carried away. But he whom they principally aim- 
ed at was not then in the houfe ; namely, Baudicon, the 
fon of the faid Robert Oguter, who at that time was 
gone abroad to commune and talk of the word of God 
with fome of the brethren, as he often ufed to do. Re- 
luming home, he knocked at the door; Martin, his 
younger brother, watching his coming, bade him be 
gone: but Baudicon, thinking his brother miftook him 
for fome other, faid, It is I, open the door: with that 
the ferjeants opened the lame, and let him in, faying, 
Ah, fir, you are well met ; to whom he anfwered, I 
thank you, my friends, you are alfo welcome hither. 
Then faid the provoft, I arreft you all in the emperor's 
namei and with that commanded each of them to be 
bound, to wit, the hufband and his wife with their two 
ions, leaving their two daughters to look to the houfe, 
and confined them in feveral prifons. Within a few days 
after, the prifoners were prefented before the magiftrates 
of the city, and examined concerning their courfe of 
life, who directed their fpeech firft to Robert Oguier, in 
thefe words : It is told us that you never come to mafs, 
yea, and alfo diffuade others from coming thereto ; we 
are further informed that you maintain conventicles in 
your houfe, caufing erroneous doctrines to be preached 
there, contrary to the ordinance of our holy mother the 
church, whereby you have tranfgreffed the laws of bis 
Imperial majefty. 

Robert Oguier anfwered, Whereas firft of all you lay 
to my charge that I go not to mafs ; I refufe fo to do 
indeed, becaufe the death and precious blood of the Son 
of Goil, and his facrifice, is utterly abolifhcd there, and 
trodden under foot ; " For Chrift by one facrifice hath 
perfected for ever them that are fandtified." The apof- 
tle faith by one offering. For do we read in all the 
fcriptures, that either the prophets, Chrift, or any of his 
apoftles, ever faid mafs? For they knew not what it meant. 
Chrift indeed inftituted the holy fupper, in which all 
chriftian people do communicate together, but they fa : 
trificed not. If you pleafe to read the Bible over, yoi 
fhall never find the mafs once mentioned therein. Am 
therefore it is the mere invention of men. You know 
tben what Chrift faith, " In vain do they worfhip me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." 
If either my re If, or any of mine had been at mafs, which 
> s ordained by the commandment of men, Chrift would 
We told us, " We had worfhipped him in vain." 

As for the fecond accufation, I cannot nor will deny, 
out there have met together in my houfe honeft people 
faring God ; I afiure you not with intention to wrong 
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or harm any, but rather for the advancement of God's 
glory, and the good of many. 1 knew indeed that the 
emperor had forbidden it, but what then? I knew alfo 
that Chrift in his gofpel had commanded it. " Where 
two or three, faith he, are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midft of them." Thus you fee 1 could 
not well obey the emperor, but I muft difobey Chrift. 
In this cafe then, I chufe rather to obey my God, than 

One of the magiftrates demanded what they did 
when they met together. To which Baudicon, the 
eldeft fon, anfwered, If it pleafe you, my matters, 
to give me leave, I will open the bufinefs at large 

The fheriffs feeing his promptnefs, looking one upon ' 
another, faid, Well, let us hear it then. Baudicon lift- 
ing up his eyes to heaven, began thus : When we meet 
together in the name of our Lord Jcfus Chrift to hear the 
word of God, we firft of all proftrate upon our knees be- 
fore God, and in the humility of our fpirits do make a 
confeflion of our fins before his Divine Majefty. Then 
we pray that the word of God may be rightly divided, 
and purely preached : we alfo pray for our fovereign lord 
the emperor, and for all his honourable counfellors, 
that the common- wealth may be peaceably governed to 
the glory of God -, yea, we forgot not you whom we ac- 
knowledge our fuperiors; intreating our good God for 
you, and for this whole city, that you may maintain it 
in all tranquillity. Thus 1 have exactly related unto you 
what we do : think you now, whether we have offended 
fo highly in this matter of our affembling. 

Whilft they were thus examined, each of them made 
an open confeflion of the faith which they held. After 
this, being returned again -o prifon, they not long after 
were put to the torture, to make them confefs who they 
were that frequented their houfe, but they would difco- 
ver none, unlefs fuch as were well known to the judges, 
or elfe were at that time abrent. About four or "five 
days after, they were convened again before their judges, 
namely, the father and his two fons ; and after many 
words parted, they afked them whether they would fub- 
mit themfelves to the will of the magiftrates. Robert 
Oguier, and Baudicon his fon, with fome deliberation 
faid, Yea, we will. 

Then demanding the fame of Martin, the younger 
brother, he anfwered. That he would not fubmit himfelf 
thereto, but would accompany his mother; fo he was 
fent back again to prifon, whilft the father and the 
fon were fentenced to be burnt alive to afhes. Now as 
they went to receive the fentence, one of the judges 
fitting in his place, after fentence pronounced, faid, To- 
day you fhall go to dwell with all the devils in hell-fire 
(which he fpake as one tranfportcd with fury ii^ behold- 
ing the great patience of thefe two fervants of Chrift) ; 
having received the fentence of death, they were re- 
turned to the prifon from whence they came, being joy- 
ful that the Lord did them that honour to be enrolled in 
the number of his martyrs. They no fooner entered the 
prifon, than a band of friars came thither: one amongft 
the reft told them, the hour was come in which they muft. 
finifh their days. Robert Oguier and his fon anfwered, 
Wc know it well ; but bleffed be the Lord our God, who 
now delivering our bodies out of this vile prifon, 
will receive our fouls into his glorious and heavenly 
kingdom. 

One of the friars, whofe name was Lazard, endea- 
voured to turn them from their faith, faying, Father 
Robert, thou art an old man, let me intreat thee in 
this thy laft hour to think of faving thine own foul ; 
and if thou wilt give ear unto me, 1 warrant thee thou 
flialt do well. 

The old man anfwered, Poor man, how dareft thou 
attribute that to thyfelf which belongs to the eternal 
God, and fo rob him of his honour? For it feems by thy 
fpeech, that if [ will hearken to thee, thou wilt become 
my faviour. No, no, I have one only Saviour, Jefus 
Chrift, who by and by will deliver me from this mifera- 
ble world. I have one doctor, whom the heavenly Fa- 
ther hath commanded me to hear, and I purpofe to 
hearken to none other. 

8 P A friar. 
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A friar, called the father of St. Clare, exhorted him 
to take pity of his foul which Chrift hath redeemed :. 
Thou willeft me, faid Robert, to pity mine own foul, 
doft thou not fee what pity I have on it, when for the 
name of Chrift I willingly abandon this body of mine 
to the fire, hoping to-day to be with him in paradife? 
I have put all my confidence in God, and my hope 
wholly is fixed upon the merits of Chrift, his death 
and paflion, he will direct me the right way to his 
kingdom. I believe whatfoever the holy prophets 
and apoftles have written, and in that faith will 1 live 

The friar hearing this, faid, Out, dog, thou art not 
worthy the name of a chrifiian j thou and thy fon with 
thee are both refolved to damn your bodies and fouls 
with all the devils in the bottom of hell. 

As they were about to feparate Baud icon from his 
father, he faid, Let my father alone, and trouble him 
not thus ; he is an old man, and hath an infirm body, 
hinder him not, 1 pray you, from receiving the crown of 
martyrdom. 

Baudicon was then conveyed into a chamber apart, 
and there being ftripped of his clothes, was fitted to be 
facrificed ; now as one brought him gunpowder to put 
to his breaft, an odd fellow Handing by, faid, Wert thou 
my brother, I would fell all that 1 am worth to buy fag- 
gots to burn thee, thou findeft but too much favour. 
The young man anfwered, Well, fir, the Lord (hew you 
more mercy. Some that were prefent, faying, Good 
God, is it not a pitiful fight to behold thefe poor men? 
a doctor ftanding by, anfwered, And what pity would 
you have fhewed toward them? I would, inftead of al- 
lowing them this powder, have them fried on gridirons, 
as St. Laurence was. 

Whilft they fpake thus to Baudicon, fome of the friars 
clofed in with the old man, perfuading him at leaft to 
take a crucifix into his hands, left the people (faid they] 
Ihould murmur againft you ; adding further, that he 
might for all that lift up his heart to God, becaufe you 
know, faid they, it is but a piece of wood. 

Thus they fattened it between his hands, but as foon 
as Baudicon was come down, and efpied what they had 
done to his father, he faid, Alas, father, what do you 
now, will you play the idolator even at our laft hour ? 
And then pulling the idol out of his hands which they 
had fattened therein, he threw it away, faying, What 
c.iufe hath the people to be offended at us, for not re- 
ceiving a Jefus Chrift of wood? We bear upon our 
hearts the crofs of Chrift the Son of the ever-living 
God, feeling his holy word written therein in letters 
of gold. 

As they were led to execution, a band of foldiers were 
attendant upon them, no lefs than if a prince had been 
conducted into his kingdom. Being come to the place 
where they were to fuft'er, they afcended up the fcaffold 
which was there prepared for them. Then Baudicon 
afked leave of the ftieriffs to make a confeffion of his 
faith before the people. Anfwcr was made, that he was 
to look unto his fpiritual father and conteffor : Confefs 
yourfelf (faid they) to him. He was then hauled rudely 
to the ftake, where he began to fing the i6th Pfalm. 
The friar cried our, Do you not hear, my matters, what 
wicked errors thefe heretics fing, to beguile the people 
with. Baudicon hearing what he faid, replied thus; 
Now, fimple ideot, callcft thou the pfalms of the pro- 
phet David errors ? But no wonder, for thus you are 
wont to blafphcme againft the Spirit of God. 

Then turning his eyes towards his father, who was 
about to be chained to the ftake, he faid.. Be of good 
courage, father, the worft will be pad by and by. As 
the executioner was fattening him to the poft, he hap- 
pened to hit him with his hammer on the foot, to- make 
him ftand nearer to the fame. The old man being fen- 
fjblc of the blo'.v, faid, Friend, thou hurteft ray foot,why 
doft thou abufe me thus? The friar hearing this, faid, 
Ah, thefe heretics ; they v, ould be counted martyrs for- 
footh ; but if they be but touched a little, they cry out 
as though they were killed. To which Baudicon thus 
seplied : Think you then that we fear the tormentors? 
Nu fuch matter; for had we. feared the fame, we had 



never expofed our bodies to this fo fhameful andp a i n y 
a kind of death. 

Then he often reiterated thefe fhort breathings 0 
God, Father everlafting, accept the facrifice of our bo 
dies, for thy well beloved Son Jefus Chrift's fake. One 
of the friars cried out, Heretic, thou licft, he is noneof 
thy Father, the devil is thy father. And thusj dunV 
thefe conflicls, he bent his eyes to heaven, and (peaking 
to his father, faid, Behold, I fee the heavens open, and 
millions of angels ready preft to receive us, rejoicing 
to fee us thus witnefling the truth in the view of the 
world. Father, let us be glad and rejoice, for the joys 
of heaven are fet open to us. ' 

Then faid one of the friars, I fee hell open, and mil 
lions of devils prefent to carry you thither. But the 
Lord, who never forfikes any that put their truft in him 
ftirred up the. heart and opened the mouth of a poor 
man who flood among the multitude, beholding this 
fpectocle, who being moved with companion, cried 
aloud, Be of good comfort, Baudicon, ftand thou to it 
thou fighteft in a good quarrel, I am on thy liu t - . a f tc J 
which words he departed thence; and a way being made 
for him, faved himfelf from danger. 

Fire was forthwith put to the Hraw and wood, which 
burnt beneath, whilft they (not fhrinking from the pains) 
fpake one to another ; Baudicon often repeating this in 
his father's ears, " Paint net, father, nor be afraid; yet 
a very little while, and we fhall enter into the heavenly 
manfions." 

In the end, the fire growing hot upon them, the 
laft words they were heard to pronounce, were, Jefus 
Chrift, thou Son of God, into thy hands we com. 
mend our fpirits. And thus thefe two ilept fweetly in 
the Lord. 

In eight days after, Jane the mother, and Martin her 
fon, were executed in the fame city. 

But before we come to defcribe their happy ends, we 
will, as briefly as we can, take notice by the way, of 
the very great conflicts of fpirit which both of them 
fuftained. 

There were fent unto them many of the popifli rab- 
ble, to turn them from their faith. Now that this their 
devilifti enterprize might the better be effected, they 
feparatcd the one from the other, by the politic advice 
of a monk ; the poor woman began to waver, and let 
go her firft faith. At this their enemies rejoiced not a 
little, whilft the poor little flock of Chrift, hearing fuch 
fad news, were in continual perplexity, but the Lord left 
them not in their mournful condition. 

On a day one of the monks waited on her in the 
prifon, counfelling her to win her fon Martin, and to 
draw him from his errors; which fhe promifed to do. 
But when he was come to his mother, and perceived 
that fhe was not only fallen, but alfo quite turned out 
of the right way, he began with tears to bewail her 

! miferable ftatc. 

O mother, faid he, what have you done ? Have you 
denied him who hath redeemed you? Alas, what evil 
hath he done you, that you fhould requite him with this 

' fo great an injury and diftionour? Now I am plunged 
into that woe, which I have moft feared. Ah, good 

. God, that I fhould live to fee this, which pierccth me 
to the very heart. 

His mother hearing thefe his pitiful complaints, and 

: feeing the tears which her fon Ihcd for her, began again 
to renew her flrength in the Lord, and with tears cried 
out, O Father af mercies, be merciful unto me a mife- 
rable finner, and cover my tranfgreffion under the righ- 
tcoufnefs of thy bleffed Son ; Lord, enable mc with 
ftrength from aboye, to Hand to my firft confeffion, 
and make me to abide fledfaft therein even unto my 
laft breath. 

It was not long before this change, that the fame 
inftruments of Satan, who had feduccd her, came in> 
fuppofing to find her in the fame mind w-hcrcin they 
left her : whom fhe no fooner efpied, but with detcfta- 
tion faid. Away, Satan, get thee behind me : for hence- 
forth thou haft neither part nor portion in me. I will, 
by the help of God, ftand to my firft confeffion; and, 
if I may not fign it. with ink, I' will feal it with my 
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Mood. And fo, from that time, this frail vefi'el, who 
] ot a while relented, after her recovery, grew ttronger - 

^The julges, feeing their conftancy, delayed not to 
difpatch them out of the way, condemning them to be 
burned alive, and their bodies being reduced to afhes, 
the fame to De f catterec ' an ^ difperfcd in the air. The 
Lthcr and the fon having heard their fentence read, 
in the way as they were going back again to prifon, 
faid Now blefled be our God, who caufeth us thus to 
triumph over our enemies : this is the wifhed-for hour, 
our gladfome day is come ; let us not then, faid Mar- 
tin, forget to be thankful for the honour he doth us, in 
thus conforming us unto the image of his Son. Let us 
remember thofc who have traced this path before us : 
for this is the high-way ' to the kingdom of heaven. 
Let us then, good mo.ther, go on boldly out i of the 
camp with the Son of God, bearing his reproach, with 
all his holy martyrs; for fo we fhall find paffagc into 
the glorious kingdom of the everlafting God. 

Some of the company hearing, but not being able to 
brook thefe words, faid, We fee now, thou heretic, that 
thou art wholly poffeffed, body and foul, with a devil ; 
as was thy father, and thy brother, who are both 
in hell. Martin faid, Sirs, as for your railings and 
curfings, our God will this day turn them into bleffings, 
in the fight of himfelf and of his angels. 

A certain temporizer faid to Martin, Thou filly 
youth, thou fayeft thou knoweft not what ; thou art too 
jnuch conceited of thyfelf, and of thy caufe. Seeft 
thou not all thefe people here about thee ? what thinkeft 
thou of them? They believe not as thou doft, and yet 
I doubt not but they fhall be faved. But you imagine 
to do that which will never come to pafs, though you 
pretend ever fo much that you are in the faith, and have 
the fcripcures for you. 

The good woman hearing this, anfwered, Sir, Chrift 
Jcfus our Lord faith, that it is the wide gate and broad 
way which leads to deftrudtion, and therefore many go 
in thereat : but the £ate, faith lbe, is narrow that leads 
to life, and few there be that find it. Do ye then doubt 
whether we are. in the ftraight way or no, when ye 
behold our fufFerings? Would you have a better fign 
than this, to know whether we are in the right way or 
no? Compare our doctrine with that of your priefts 
and monks: we, for our parts, are determined to have 
but one Chrift, and him crucified ; we only embrace 
the fcriptures of the Old and New Teftament. Are 
wc deceived in believing that which the holy prophets 
and apoftles have taught ? 

Soon after, Martin and his mother were bound and 
brought to the place of their martyrdom : his mother 
having afcended the fcaffold, cried to Martin, Come 
up; come up, my fon. And as he was fpeaking to 
the people, fhe faid, Speak out, Martin, that it may 
appear to all that we do not die heretics. Martin would 
have made a confeffion of his faith, but could not be 
fufFered. His mother being bound to the ftake, fpakc 
in the hearing of the fpectators, We are chriftians ; and 
that which we now fuffer, is not for murder nor theft, 
but becaufe we will believe no more than that which 
the word of God teacheth us : both rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to fuffer for the fame; 

The fire being kindled, the vehemency thereof did 
nothing cool or abate the fervency of their -zeal, but 
they continued conflant in the faith, and with lifting 
up their hands to heaven, in an holy accord fird, Lord 
Jefus, into thy hand we commend our fpirits. And 
thus they bleil'edly flcpt in the Lord. 



A trie/ RELATION of the MASSACRE at VASSY, 
in the Country ©/"Champaigns, in France. 

THE duke" of Guife being arrived at Joinvillc, 
afkeel fomc that he was familiar with, whether 
thofe of Vaffy ufed to have fermons preached conftantly 
their minifter. It was anfwered, they had, and that 
they increafed daily more and more. Ac the hearing 



of which report, he fell into a grievous paffion $ and 
upon Saturday, the laft day of February, 1562, that he 
might the more covertly execute his conceived wrath 
againft the religious fort at 'Vafly, he departed from 
Joinville, accompanied with the cardinal of Guife, his 
brother, and thofe of their train, and lodged in the 
village of Dammartin the Free, which is diftant from 
Joinville about two French miles and an half. 

The next day, being Sunday, after he had heard 
mafs very early in the morning, being attended with 
about two hundred men, armed with, harquebuffes, 
piflols, and cutlaffes, he left Dammartin, palling along 
to Vaffy. As he went by the village of Bronzcval, 
which is diftant from ValTy a fhort quarter of a mile, 
the bell (after the ufual manner) rang for fermon. The 
duke hearing it, afked thofe he met, why the bell rang 
fo loud at Vaffy ; they told him it was to give the peo- 
ple warning of the fermon which was to be preached 
there. Then one, called La Montague, faid, It is for 
the affembling of the Hugonors-; adding moreover, that 
there were many in the ibid Bronzcval who frequented 
the fermons preached at Vaffy ; and, therefore, that 
the duke would do well to begin there, and offer them 
violence. But the duke anfwered, March on, march 
on, wc fhall take them amongft the reft of the affem- 
bly. Many who followed the duke, namely, pages and 
footmen, rejoiced not a little concerning this, bloody 
enterprise, not flicking to fay, that the booty and pil- 
lage would fall to their (hares ; fwearing by bipod and 
wounds, that there would be good ftore of Hugonota 
there. 

Now, there were certain foldiers and archers accom- 
panying the duke, who compaffud about. Vaffy; for 
having been muttered at Monthiercndcr, inftcad of re- 
turning home, as they were wont to do after the muftcr 
was ended, they took their way thence to Vaffy, moft 
of them being lodged in the houfes of papifts. The 
Saturday before the (laughter, they were feen to make 
ready their weapons, harquebuffes, and piftols ; but 
the faithful not dreaming of fuch a confpiracy, thought 
the duke would offer them no hard meafure, being the 
king's fubjedts ; alfo, that not above two months be- 
fore, the duke and his brethren paiijng by near unto the 
faid Vaffy, gave no fign of their difplcafurc. 

The duke of Guile being arrived at Vaffy, with all 
his troops, a young man, a fhoemakcr, ftepped out of 
his houfe, not far from the door where the aflembly 
was, Montague, pointing to him with his finger, faid 
he was one of the miniftcrs. Whereupon the duke 
called this fhoemaker to him, and afked him, whether 
he was a minifter, and of what univerfity he was. He 
anfwered, that he was not of that calling, neither was 
he a fcholar. Notwithltanding, he hardly efcaped from 
this troop, which had environed him rdund about : 
only one of the company told him, that if he had 
been a minifter, he had taken upon him a very bafc 
calling. 

From thence, the duke La Broffe, and La Monta- 
gue, paffed on in the faid city with their foldiers, as if 
they intended to take their way towards the village of 
Efclairon, where it was given out they meant to dine. 
But paffing by the markct-houfe of Vaffy, which is 
near the monaftery, in the way leading to Efclairon, 
he turned and went directly towards the common-hall, 
or market-houfe, and then entered into the monaftery ; 
where, having called to him one Deflates, the prior of 
Vaffy, and another whofe name was Claud 1c Sain, 
being provoft of the faid Vaffy, he talked a while with 
them, and iffuing haltily out of the monaftery, was 
attended by many of his followers. Then command 
was given to fuch as were papifts, to retire into the 
monaftery, and not to be feen in the ftrects, unlefs they 
would venture the lofs of their lives. The duke per- 
ceiving others of his retinue to be walking to and fro 
under the town-hall, and about the church-yard, com- 
manded them to march on towards the place where the 
fermon was, being in a barn, about an hundred paces 
diftant from the monaftery, quite oppolitc to that way 
which the duke fhould have taken to Efclairon. This 
command was by and by put in execution by fuch of 
the 
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the company as went on foot going directly thither. 
He that marched foremoft of this rabble, was La Brofle, 
and Ob the fide of thefe marched the horfemen, after 
whom followed the duke with another company of his 
own followers, likewife thofe of the cardinal of Guife, 
his brother. 

By this time, Mr. Leonard Morel, the minifter, after 
the firft prayer ended, and having begun his fermon 
before his auditors, which might amount to about 1 200 
perfons, confifting of men, women, and children ; the 
horfemen firft approaching to the barn within about 
twenty-five paces, fhot off two harquebuffes right upon 
thofe who were placed in the galleries joining to the 
windows. The people within perceiving that, endea- 
voured to ftiut the door, but were prevented by the 
ruffians rufhing in upon them, who drawing their fwords, 
furioufly cried out, Death of God, kill, kill thefe Hu- 
gonots. 

The firft they feized on was a poor crier of wine, that 
flood next the door, afking him if he were not a Hugo- 
not; and in whom he believed. Having anfwcred, that 
he believed in Jefus Chrift, they fmote him twice with 
a fword, which felled him to the ground. Having got 
up again, thinking to recover himfelf, they ftruck him 
the third time; whereby, being overcharged with 
wounds, he fell down, and died inftantly. Two other 
men, at the fame time, were flain at the entry of the 
faid door, as they were prefling out to efcape, 

Then did the duke of Guife, with his company, vio- 
lently enter in among them, ftriking the poor people 
down with their fwords, daggers, and cutlaffes, not 
fparing any age or fex: befides, they within were Co 
aftoniflied, that they knew not which way to turn them, 
but running hither and thither, fell one upon another, 
flying as poor ftieep before a company of ravening 
wolves entering in among the flock. 

Some of the murderers {hot off their pieces againft 
them that were in the galleries ; others cut in pieces 
fuch as they lighted upon; fome had their heads cleft 
in twain, their arms and hands cut off s fo that many 
of them gave up the ghoft even in the place. The 
walls and galleries of the faid place were dyed with 
the blood of thofe who were every where murdered : 
yea, fo great was the fury of the m,utderers, that part 
of the people within were forced Co break open the roof 
of the houfe, in hopes they might favc themfclves upon 
the top thereof. 

Being got thither, and then fearing to fall again into 
the hands of thefe cruel tygers, fome of them leaped 
over the walls of the city, which were very high, flying 
into the Woods and amongft the vines, which with molt 
expedition they could fooneft attain unto ; fome hurt 
in their arms, others in their heads, and ■other parts 
of their bodies. The duke prefented himfelf in the 
houfe with his fword drawn in his hand, charging his 
men to kill efppcially the young men. Only, in the 
end, women with child were fpared. And purfuing 
thofe who went upon the houfe tops, they cried. Come 
down, ye dogs, come down, ufing many cruel threat- 
ening fpeeches to them. 

The caufe why women with child efcaped, was, as 
the report went, for the duchefs's fake, his wife, who, 
paffmg along by the walls of the city, and hearing fo 
hideous outcries amongft thefe poor creatures with the 
noife of the pieces and piftols continually difcharging, 
fent in all hafte to the duke her hufband with much 
intreaties to ceafe his perfecution, for frighting women 
with child.. 

During this Daughter, the cardinal of Guife re- 
mained before the church of the faid city of Vafly , 
leaning upon the walls of the church-yard, looking to- 
wards the place where his followers were bulled in 
killing and flaying whom they could. Many of this 
affembly being thus hotly purfued, did in the firft 
brunt fave themfelves upon the roof of the houfe, not 
being difcerned by thofe who flood without: but at 
length, fome of this bloody crew efpying where they 
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the roof, caufed them to fall down like pigeons- 0 
of that wretched company was not afliamad to boaft 
after the maffacre was ended, that he for his part h i 
>caufed fix at leaft to tumbledown in that pitilul plilf 
faying, that if others had done the like, not many f 
them conld poffibly have efcaped. * 

The minifter, in the beginning of the maflacre 
ceafed not to preach, till one difcharged his pice' 
againft the pulpit where he flood, after which, falli n „ 
down upon his knees, he intreated the Lord not only 
to have mercy upon himfelf, but alfo upon his poor 
perfecuted flock. Having ended his prayer, he left 
his gown behind him, thinking thereby to keep him- 
felf unknown : but whilft he approached towards the 
door, in his fear he ftumbled upon a dead body, where 
he received a blow with a fword upon his right ihoui- 
der. Getting up again, and then thinking to get 
forth, he was immediately laid hold of, and grievoufly 
hurt on the head with a tword, whereupon being fel fed 
to the ground, and feeling himfelf mortally wounded, 
he cried, Lord, into thy hands I commend my fpirlt* 
for thou haft redeemed me, thou God of truth. ' 

While he thus prayed, one of this bloody crew ran 
upon him, with an intent to have ham-ftringed him. 
but it pleafed God his fword broke in the hilt. Now' 
to let you underltand by what means he was delivered 
from fo terrible a death.: two gentlemen taking know- 
ledge of him, faid, He is the minifter, let him be con- 
veyed to my lord duke. Thefe leading him away by 
both the arms, brought him before the gate of the 
monaftcry, from whence the duke, and the cardinal liis 
brother, coming forth, faid, Come hither ; and afked 
him, faying. Ait thou the minifter of this place? Who 
made thee fo bold to feducc this people thus? Sir, 
faid the miniller, I am no feducer, for 1 have preached 
to them the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. The duke per- 
ceiving that this anfwer condemned his cruel outrages, 
began to curfe and fwear, faying, Death of God, doth 
the gofpel preach fedition ? Provoft, go and let a 
gibbet be fet up, and hang this fellow. 

At which words the minifter was delivered into the 
hands of two pages, who mifufed him vilely. The 
women of the city, being ignorant papifts, caught up 
dirt to throw in his face, and with extended outcries, 
faid. Kill him, 1 kill this varlct, who hath been the 
caufe of the death of fo many. Much ado there was 
to hold off the women from being revenged upon the 
poor minifter. 

Whilft the pages had him thus in their handling, 
the duke went into the barn, to whom they prefented 
a great Bible, which they ufed for the fervice of God. 
The duke taking it into his hands, calling his brother 
the cardinal, faid, Lo, here the title of the Hugonot 
books. The cardinal viewing it, faid, There is no- 
thing but good in this book, for it is the Bible, to wit, 
the holy fcriptures. The duke being offended, that his 
brother fuited ,not to his humour, grew into a greater 
rage than before, faying, Blood of God, how now? 
What ! the holy fcripture. It is one thoufand five 
hundred years ago fince Jefus Chrift fullered his death 
and patfion, and it is but a year fince thefe books were 
imprinted, how then fay you that this is the gofpel? 
By the death of God, you fay you know not what. 
This unbridled fury of the duke difpleafed the cardinal, 
fo that he was heard fecretly to mutter, An unworthy 
brother. 

This maffacre continued a full hour, the duke's 
trumpeters founding the while two feveral times. 
When any of thefe defired to have mercy fhewed them 
for the love of Jefus Chrift, the murderers in fcom 
would fay unto them, You ufe the name of Chrift, but 
where is your Chrift now ? And when they faid, 
Lord God, they blafphemoufly would fay, Lord devil. 

There died in this maffacre, within a few days, fifty 
or threefcorc perfons ; befides thefe, there were about 
two hundred and fifty, as well men as women, that 
were wounded and fpoiled, whereof fome died, one 
lofing a leg, another an arm, another his finger- 5 . 
The poor's box, which was fattened to the door of the 
church with two iron hooks, was wrelled thence, with 
twelve 
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twelve pounds therein, and never reftored again. No- 
thing was to be feen in the ftreets but women with their 
hair hanging about their ears, faces befmearcd wijh 
blood, being wounded in many places with fwords and 
daggers, with weeping and lamentations. Barbers and 
furgeons were fet on work, that he that had leaft had 
threefcore under his hand to be drefled, and many pe- 
riled for want thereof. 

The minifler was kept clofe prifoner, fo that for four 
and twenty hours none were permitted to fupply him 
with any neccflaiies at all, nor any fuffered to fee him 
or (beak with him, and was often threatened by his 
keepers to be fewed up in a fack and drowned. Fain 
would x they have* drawn him to have kept his Eafter 
after the popifli manner, under fair promifes of his 
enlargement ; but he would by no means confent 
thereto. Thus he continued a prifoner until the 8th day 
of May, 1 563, at which time he was fet free at the fuit 
of the moft illuftrious prince of Portien. 

Whilft the duke was at Efclairon, the lackeys and 
others of his fervants put to fale, unto fuch as would 
give moft, cloaks, hats, girdles, coifs, handkerchiefs, 
with other things which they had robbed the maflacred 
of; crying them with a loud voice, as if a common 
crier had cried hou^hold goods to be fold. 



Of the Coming of JANE, QUEEN of NAVARRE, to 
the City o/PARIS, in FRANCE, with the Manner 
of her SICKNESS and DEATH there. 

THIS good queen, before fhe could be drawn to 
come to Paris to folcmnize the marriage of her 
fon the prince of Navarre, with the fifter of Charlesihe 
Ninth, then king of Fiance, received letters upon letters 
from the faid king, to accompany the prince her fon in 
that folemnity: now, whereas Ihe had fome doubts 
concerning her Ton's marriage with one of another reli- 
gion, the king affured her that all things fhould be fo 
wrought, as fhould give her good fatisfaction and con- 
tent ; promifing that he would get a difpenfation from 
the pope to that end. But when the queen underftood 
that the king was minded to have this marriage folerani- 
zed at Paris, fhe would by no means hear of it ; For I 
will not, faid ihe, put any confidence in fo mutinous a 
people, being the fworn enemies both of myfelf and 

, Still the king perfifted in his -fuit for the obtaining of 
the fame at her hands. Alfo having intelligence by fome 
of his agents, that the queen of Navarre began a little 
to waver, he folicited her yet once again to come, affur- 
ing her that all things fhould be carried in fuch a peace- 
able manner, that fhe fhould have no caufe to complain. 
At length the queen came from Rochelle to Blois, in the 
month of March, 1572, with great attendance, where 
it is incredible to think what a welcome fhe received on 
all fides, efpecially from the king and his brothers, &c. 
who yet, when all was done, could fay to his mother, 
Now, madam, have I not acquitted myfelf well? Let 
me alone, and I will bring them all into the net. 

In April following the articles were concluded con- 
cerning the marriage of the prince of Navarre with the 
king's fifter. In the beginning of May, the king foli- 
cits the queen of Navarre again to come to Paris, for 
preparing of things fitting for this marriage; which 
fl>e accordingly yielded unto, and parting from Blois on 
*e iixth of the faid month, came to Paris on the 
fifteenth of the fame. 

The queen-mother could by no means abide this good 
queen; and therefore not finding with what colour fhe 
could difpatch her with the reft, and yet fearing the 
"eighth of her fpirit if fhe fhould furvive, as alfo that 
"ie could not then fo work upon the flexibility of the 
Prmce her fon as fhe intended, fhe confulted with one 
Kene, an apothecary, whofe practice it was to impoifon 
things; who by fuch means ventured topoifon the prince 
« Undc by the fcent of a poifoned apple, which upon 
lome fufpicion was firft tried upon a dog ; and it had al- 
moftcoft the prince's furgeon his life, by fmelling too 



nigh thereunto. This Rene, felling to the queen of 
Navarre his perfumed drugs, found the way how topoi- 
fon her therewith, although others thought the contrary. 
But the faid Rene was heard afterwards to make his 
brags, that he had the like in (tore for two or three 
more, who fufpecled no fuch matter. 

On Wednefday, June the 4 th, the queen fell fick of 
a continual fever, and kept her bed ; which proceeded, 
as it was given out, from her incellant grief, which by 
long continuance brought on an impofthume, fhe being 
alfo diftempered with the heat of the feafon and her ex- 
traordinary long journics. This burning fever grew fo 
ftrong upon her, that within five days after fhe died, to 
the great grief of the better fort, but the joy of the fecrer. 
council. 

The malady indeed was in her brain, which was not 
fearched: in which the queen-mother had an hand, 
though fhe feemcd much to mourn for the affliction of her 
good friend. Now forafmuch as in the time of her fick- 
nefs, flie manifefted with what fpirit flic was guided, we 
will here fet down the true narration of her behaviour, 
both in ficknefs, and at her death. 

Perceiving that fhe could not long continue, fhe made 
herfelf ready to receive from the hand of God that 
which he had appointed concerning her : and to that end 
requefted fhe might have fuch about her, as .might com- 
fort her in this cafe out of the word of God, as alfo to 
pray with her and for her, according to that which St. 
James faith, Is any fick among you, let him call for 
the ciders of the church, and let them pray over fuch a 
one, knowing that the fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much with God. 

Thus, according lo her defire, a minifler reforting 
unto her, fhewed.out of the fcriptures, That chriftians 
ought in all things to fubmit themfelves to the will of 
God as to the 1-ather of fpirits, that they might live. 
And although the rigour of his chaftifcrneius doth fonie- 
times feem to our flefh, as if they were fent for no 
other end but our ruin and deftrudtion ; yet ought we tQ 
confider, that becaufe he is juft, he can do nothing but 
jultly ; and being a Father, he cannot but therein feek 
the welfare of his afflicted children. 

To which fhe replied, I take all this as Tent from the 
hand of God, my moft merciful Father ; nor have I, 
during this extremity, feared to die, much lefs mur- 
mured againft him for inflifting the fame upon me; 
knowing, that whatfoever he doth, he doth the fame fo 
as all in the end {hall turn to my cverlafting good. 

The minifler continuing in his fpeech, added, That 
the caufe of ficknefs and difeafesmuft be fought beyond 
the courfe of phyfic, which always looks to the corrup- 
tion of the humours, or to the more noble parts of the 
body any way diftempered : for howfoever it was not 
amiis to have refpecT. to thefe things, as to fecond caufes, 
yet ought we to afcend higher, namely, to the firft, even 
to God himfelf, who difpofeth of all his creatures as it 
pleafeth him. He it is that makes the wound and heals, 
that kills and makes alive. And therefore to him we 
ought to direct our prayers for comfort in all our griefs 
and fufferings, and in the end for full deliverances fee- 
ing it is no hard matter with him to reftore health unto 
us, if his good pleafure be fuch. 

To this fhe anfwered, That fhe depended wholly upon 
God's providence, knowing that all things are wifely 
difpofed by him, and therefore befought him to furnifh 
her with all fuch graces as he faw to be necefiary for her 
falvation. As for this life, faid fhe, I am in a manner 
weaned from the love of it, in regard to the afflictions 
which have followed me from my youth hitherto, 
but efpecially becaufe I cannot live without daily of- 
fending my good God, with whom I defire to be with 
all my heart. 

The minifler told her, that long life, how full of 
trouble foever it were, was not with (landing to be efteem- 
ed among the bleffings of God, feeing his promife im- 
plies fo much j and not only fo, but becaufe our life 
may many ways ferve to his glory, and is both an honour 
and a pledge of his favour, even as it is to him whom 
his prince employs long in his fcrvicc, having had expe- 
rience of his fidelity for many vears together. In which 
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refpect flie was carneftly requefted to pray, That if it 
were the will of God to employ her yen longer in his 
fervice, for the further enlargement of his gofpel, that 
he would grant unto her fuch recovery of health, and 
good difpofition of body, that with renewed ftrength 
flie might be encouraged to finifti her courfe much more 
nobly than heretofore. 

Whereupon fhe protefted. that in regard of her own 
particular, her life was not dear unto her, feeing fo long 
as flie lived in this frail flefh, flie was ftill prone and apt 
to fin againft God : only her care was fomewhat for her 
children (which God had given her), in refpect they 
ihould fo foon be deprived of her now in their young 
years ; yet not doubting (though it fhould pleafe God 
to take me from them) but that God himfelf will be a 
father and protector over them, as he hath been to me 
in my greateft afflictions ; and therefore I commit them 
wholly to his government and fatherly care. Thefe were 
her very words. 

The minifter blefled God to find her majefty in this 
affurance of faith ; advifing her to make choice of fuch, 
who, for their fincerity both in life and doctrine, might 
continue to water in thefe young princely plants the feeds 
of piety, which had been fown in them by her indefati- 
gable care and induftry; telling her, that it was to be 
hoped, that the example of her faith and conltancy in 
the fervice of God, which flie had fct before them, would 
ferve as a perpetual inducement to imitate her fo noble 

She again declared, That death was not terrible unto 
her, becaufe it was the way by which wc pafs hence to 
our eternal reft. Upon this expreffion the minifter told 
her, That chriftians had little caufe to fear death, in 
regard they Ihould not die at all, according to Chrift's 
words in the gofpel of St. John, " He that livech and 
believeth in me, ftiall never die." For death (to fpeak 
properly) is no death to them, but a deep, being often 
lb called in the fcriptures ; and therefore Chrift for their 
fakes hath overcome and triumphed over it in his own 
perfort: fo as now we may cry out with St. Paul, " O 
death, where is thy fling? O grave where is thy 
victory?" 

She was often admonifhed by him to make confefiion 
of her fins before God, ftiewing, That bodily difeafes 
tended to the diffolution of nature, and that death was 
the wages of fin; declaring moreover, that by this her 
ehaftifement fhe might difcern what flie had deferved, if 
God fhould now enter into judgment with her, not only 
in regard of the fall of our firft parents, in w hich guilt 
ihe was enwrapped, as well as others, but alfo by her own 
perfonat fins, feeing the beft of men or women in the 
•world are inthemfelves but poor, raiferable, and wretched 
offenders; yea, if the Lord fliould punifh us according 
to our demerits, we could expect nothing at his hands 
but eternal death and condemnation. 

At thefe words flic began, with her hands and eyes 
lifted up to heaven, to- acknowledge that her fins which 
flie had committed againft the Lord were innumera- 
ble ; but yet flie hoped that God for Chrift's fake, in 
whom fhe put her whole truft, would be merciful unto 

The minifter, fearing his long difcourfe might be too 
tedious for her (and especially becaufe the phyficians 
thought it might be hurtful), held, his peace; but her 
majefty carneftly requefted him not to forbear fpeaking 
to her about thefe matters of life and eternal falvation ; 
adding, that fhe now felt the want of it, in regard 
that fince her coming to Paris, flie had been fomewhat 
remifs in hearing fuch exhortations out of the word 
of God: and therefore I am now the more glad (faid 
Ihe) to receive comfort out of it in this my fo great 
extremity. 

The minifter then endeavoured to fet before her the 
happinefs of heaven, and what thofe joys are which the 
faithful there poffefs in the prefence of God : which 
when the fcriptures intend to difcover unto us, they only 
tell us, that , '* The eye hath not feen, nor hath the 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive what thofe things are, which God 
hath prepared for them that love him." To which pur- 



pofe he ufed this fimilitude, That if a king, intending 
greatly to honour feme noble perfonage, mould brinf 
him to his court, and there fhew him his ftate and attcn 
dance, his treafures, with all his mdft precious \cwch- 
even fo, faid he, will the Lord one day reveal to all 
his elect and faithful people, his magnificence and 
glory, with all the treafures of his kingdom, after he 
hath gathered them home to himfelf, decking and 
tal?!"' 115 lhcm wi 'h l'ght> incorruption, and immor- 

This happinefs therefore being fo great, her highnefs 
he faid, ought to be the lefs careful about the leaving of 
this tranfitory life, feeing that for an earthly kingdom 
which fhe was now to forego, flie fhould inherit an hea* 
venly; and for temporal good things, which vanifh and 
come to nothing in the ufing, fhe fliould for ever enjoy 
thofe that were eternal and everlafting : for her faith 
being now firmly fettled upon our Lord Jefus Chrift 
flie might be fuffered to obtain everlafting falvation by 
him. On which words he took occafion to direct his 
fpeech more particularly unto her, faying : 

Madam, do you verily believe that Jefus Chrift came 
into the world to fave you ? And do you expect the full 
forgivenefs of all your fins, by the lhedding of his blood 
for you ? 

To which fhe readily anfwered, "flie did ; believing 
that he was her only Saviour and Mediator, looking for 
falvation from none other, knowing that he hath abun. 
dantly fatisfied for the lins of the whole world, and 
therefore was affured that God for his fake, according 
to his gracious promifes in him, would have mercy 
upon her. 

Thus you have in part the godly fpeeches which 
paired from this religious lady in the beginning of her 
iicknefs ; all which was within the fpace of three or 
four days. 

In the end, feeling her ftrength to decay more and 
more, fhe gave order to have her laft will and teitament 
made, wherein flie above all wifhed, that her children 
might have but the grace to honour and fear the Lord, 
exhorting them conftantly to continue in the profeffion 
of the gofpel, in which they had been trained up from 
their youth ; ordaining efpecially that her daughter, the 
princefs, fliould be* educated and inftructed therein, by 
the four ladies which flie had appointed, and brought 
with her out of Berne for that end and purpofe. And 
being come to age, her defire was that fhe might be 
joined in marriage to fome prince of the fame religion, 
by the counfel and advice of the cardinal of Bourbon 
and Gafpcr, count of Colligny, admiral of France, 
whom fhe made executors and ovcrfeers of her faid 
teftament. 

This good queen departed this life, to take poffeffion 
of a far better, June 9, 1572, fweetly yielding up her 
fpirit into the hands of God, the fixth day after flie fell 
lick, and in the 44th year of her age. 

After the death of the queen, certain princes were fo- 
licited by the king to give their attendance at Paris for 
the folcmnizing the marriage of the prince of Navarre 
(now made king by the death of his mother), according 
to the ceremonies which were thereunto appertaining. 
Amongft the reft, letters were directed to the admiral by 
the king himfelf, to come to this marriage; wherein 
the king affured him he would not tarry long after him; 
willing him not to be afraid of the fury of the Parifians, 
nor of their threats, which they had formerly uttered 
againft him : for he was not ignorant of the deadly ha- 
tred they bore him, and therefore wrote unto the mayor 
of the city, to look unto it at his peril, that the admiral 
had no wrong offered him by the citizens, either at his 
entrance, or continuance in the city. 

The queen-mother and the duke of Anjou wrote unto 
the mayor alfo, and likewife to the reft of the magu- 
trates, to the fame effect, but efpecially to their fer- 
vants, fome whereof had a little light given them touch- 
ing that device. To be fhort, they endeavoured to take 
all impediments out of his way, that he might with the 
lefs millruft fall into the fame. 

The admiral, not fearing any perils, refolved to take 
his journey to Paris.. Although he lacked not fundry 
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dvcrtifements from his own followers, and others his 
11 wilhers in the kingdom, who honoured him much, 
Miring him, that howfoever he had no finifter opinion 

f the king, of his mother, or any of their's, yet at the 
leaft he was to take into his confideration the place whi- 
te he went, and amongft what enemies he was now 
to venture himfelf. But he always leaning upon the tef- 
timony of a good confcience, and being confident in 
God's providence, not moved by thcfe advertifements, 
took his journey to Paris with very few attendants. 
Being come thither, he was honourably received by the 
king and his brethren, and by the queen-mother, with 

01 The marriage of the king of Navarre with the king's 
filler, being folemnized on the 17th and 18th of Auguft, 
11:72', and aU the triumphs and feaftings accompanying 
the fame being finilhed, the admiral determining to take 
his leave at court, and fo to return homewards, the de- 
puties of the reformed churches brought him their re- 
qucfts on a fudden, to prefent the fame to the king, in 
regard of many wrongs the faid churches had fuftained ; 
and therefore they inftantly befought him, that he would 
not leave the court till fome order might be taken for 
rcdrefs thereof. 

This, with other impediments, were the occafion of 
detaining him ftill there. 

Mauravell, coming to Paris whilft thefe feafts lafted, 
having prefented his fervice firft to the king and his mo- 
ther, the duke of Anjou, and the duke of Guife ; after 
fome fpeech had with the king and queen-mother, one 
named Chaill, had a command to direct him' to the 
houfe whence the blow mould be given ; who left him 
with a woman in the houfe, which woman was forbid- 
den not only to alk- his name, but alfo fo much as to in- 
quire for what caufe he was lodged there. 

On Friday, the 2 ad of Auguft, in the morning he 
trimmed up his harqucbuflc, watching fecretly the ad- 
miral's coming. 

The admiral at his going forth out of the Louvre, 
meeting the king coming out of a chapel which is before 
the fame, pafli'ng thence to play at tennis, he fcarcely 
had gone a hundred paces from the place, but as he re- 
turned to his lodging on foot to dine there, attended by 
twelve or fifteen gentlemen, reading a petition ; out of 
the window of a lodging (where Villemur, tutor to the 
duke of Guife, ufually lay) he was ftiot with an harquc- 
bufle, charged with three brafs bullets, one of which 
took off the fore-finger of his right hand, and he was 
hurt with another in his left arm. Feeling himfelf thus 
wounded, he alked fome of his followers to enter that 
houfe, and to inquire who it was that had done that, 
who fet him on work to do it ; and then to inform the 
king thereof, giving him to underftand how well his 
commandment was obferved. 

Now whilft they were bufy to force open the door, the 
murderer fled out by a back way, efcaping thence out 
of the gate of St. Anthony ; where one attended him, 
holding a Spanifti gennet, brought out of the duke ol 
Guifc's ftable ; whereon he galloped away, yet not with- 
out fome difficulty : for flying thus in fome fear, he fell 
off his horfe twice or thrice. 

A gentleman feeing the admiral hurt, came to fupport 
his left arm, binding up the hurt thereon with his hand- 
kerchief. And thus was he conducted to his lodging, 
which was diftant from thence about twenty paces. In 
his pairing, a gentleman faid, It was to be feared the bul- 
lets were poifoned : to which the admiral replied, All 
mult be as it pleafeth God. 

The king hearing of the admiral's hurt, left his game, 
where he was playing till then with the duke of Guife, 
and throwing away his racket as it feemed in an anger, 
with a fad and heavy countenance withdrew himfelf into 
his chamber : the duke of Guife followed him within a 
little while after. 

The king of Navarre, the prince of Conde, with 
many other of their religion, having notice of the admi- 
ral's hurt, complained to the king of this untimely acci- 
dent ; intreating they might have lea,ve to depart out of 
the city, feeing they could expect little fafety there. The 
king made great lamentations to them of the mifchance 



that. had happened, fwearing and protefting thatlie would 
execute fuch impartial juftice upon the offender, and on 
all the complotters, as ihould give the admiral and all 
his friends content ; only he willed them to ftay, pro- 
mifing them ere long to provide for their fecurity. 

The furgeons and phyficians were prefently fent for, 
amongft whom was Ambrofc Pare, the king's, furgeon, 
a man very expert. He began firft With the admiral's 
finger, which put him to much pain, becaufe the fciffors 
were notfharp enough to cut it off at once; befides he 
was obliged to flop and open the wound thrice ; then he 
n on the left arm, making iriciGons in two places 
which the bullet had pierced. The admiral en- 
dured all this with an undaunted countenance, and won- 
derful patience ; whilft thofc which flood by and faw 
him fo mangled, could not refrain from tears; Captain 
Monins held him with both his arms about the middle^ 
and Cornatbn held his hands. He feeing them aftonifhed, 
My friends, faid he, why weep you? I think myfelf hap- 
l to be thus handled in the caufe of God. And now 
tiling his eyes upon a minifter, called Merlin, he faid, 
Here you fee, my friend, God's bleflings. I am hurt 
indeed ; but I know it is come to pafs by the will of my 
heavenly Father, humbly thanking his Majefty in that 
he is pleafed to honour me fo far, as to fuffer any thing 
for his holy namci Let us pray unto him, that he would 
grant unto me the gift of pcrfeverance; 

Then looking upon the faid minifter, who wept over 
him ; Oh, mafter Merlin, faid he, what, will you not 
comfort me ? Yes, fir, faid he, for wherein may you 
take greater comfort, than in calling to mind how 
greatly God hath always honoured you, in efteemingyou 
worthy to fuffer reproach for his name's fake,- and true 
religion? The admiral replied, Alas! if God ihould 
deal with me according to my deferts, he might have 
put me to worfe torments than thefe. But bleffed be his 
holy name, in that he is pleafed to take pity on me his 
poor and unworthy fervant. Be of good cheer then, fir, 
faid another unto him ; for feeing God hath fpared your 
more noble parts, you have caufe therein to magnify his: 
goodnefs. In thefe wounds you have received from 
God a teftimony of his. love, rather than of his dif- 
pleafure, feeing he hath preferved your head and under- 
ftanding fafe. 

Then faid Merlin, Sir, you do well in turning -your 
thoughts away from him who hath committed this out- 
rage upon you, in looking only unto God ; for no doubt it 
is his hand that hath fmitten you: therefore for the pre- 
fent, ceafe to think of the malefactor. 1 alTure you, faid 
the admiral, I do freely forgive him, from the bottom of 
my heart, and thofe alfo that arc his abettors ; being 
fully perfuaded that none of them all could have done 
me the leaft hurt, no, though with violent hands they 
had put me to death. For what is death itfelf to 
God's children, but an affured paflage to an eternal reft 
and life. 

The king of Navarre and the prince of Conde having 
bitterly bewailed this outrage committed upon the ad- 
miral (as you heard before), about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, the king, accompanied with the queen-mo- 
ther, his brother, and other of the lords, went to vine 
the admiral. 

The king with tears feemed to be exceeding forry for 
that which was come to pafs, promiiing him, with one 
blafphemous oath upon another, to revenge the fact, no 
lefs than if it had blen committed upon his own perfon : 
praying him to come and take up his lodging with him, 
in the Louvre, for his greater fecurity and fafety. Where- 
upon, the admiral, after fome difcourfe made to the 
king in fecret, gave him moft humble thanks for fo great 
a favour, as to vifit him in his own perfon. 

Upon the motion made by the king, Mazillcs, his chief 
phyfician, was called, demanding of him, whether the 
admiral might fafely be removed thence into the Louvre, 
or no? Flis anfwer to the king was, That it could not 
be done without danger. Some of the admiral's friends 
thought it fitting to requeft a guard of foldiers to be af- 
figned by the king unto him for his : better fecurity. The 
king anfwered, he liked well that advice, being fully 
determined to provide for the admiral's fafet 
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and would preferve him no lefs than the apple of his eye. 
After the king called for the bullet of'brafs, wherewith 
the admiral was hurt, that he might fee it, afking whe- 
ther he, was not put to great pain when his finger was cut 
off; as likewife touching thedrefling of his arm; now as 
Cornaton fhewed the bullet, having his fleeve all bloody 
(becaufc he was appointed to hold the admiral's arm, 
while it was in dreffing), the king afked, if that were ' 
of the admiral's blood ? And whether fo much blood 
iflired out of his wounds ? Adding (after Cornaton's 
anfwer), he never faw man in his life (hew greater 
conftancy and magnanimity of fpirit than the admi- 
ral did. 

Then was the queen-mother defirous to fee the bullet, 
faying, I am glad the bullet is taken out. For I remem- 
ber when the duke of Guife was killed before Orleans, 
the phyfician told me, that if the bullet was gotten out, 
there was no danger of death, though it were poifoned. 

Then Cornaton anfwered, We have forefeen that, 
madam j for being careful to prevent that danger, the 
admiral had a medicine given him to expel the poifon, 
if peradventure any fuch thing mould be. 

The Saturday before the admiral was (lain, he began 
to be fornewhat cheered, fo that the furgeons and phy- 
sicians gave out, they would warrant the admiral's life: 
becaufc his arm, having loft but little of it's ftrength, 
would foon be healed. This news was brought to the 
king, who feemed to entertain the fame joyfully. The 
new-married wife came alfo to vifit the admiral. But 
all this was but a lightening before death. For that 
night there was heard a great clattering of armour in the 
city, and many torches lighted every where, borne by 
many of the people. Some gentlemen, whofe lodgings 
were nigh to the admiral's, rofe, and went out, afking 
fomc of their acquaintance the reafon why there were fo 
many up in arms at that hour o'f the night: they anfwered, 
that the king much defired to fee a caftle affailed and 
defended; devifed only "in fport to give him content. 
They pafling yet further, came to the Louvre, where they 
likewife faw many torches lighted, and troops of armed 
men. 

The guard there could no longer contain themfelves, 
but began to pick a quarrel with them ; and as one of 
the faid gentlemen was about to fpeak, a Gafcoine foldier 
{truck him with a partizan, and then they fell upon the 
reft. The noife hereof fpreading, the queen-mother 
faid, Seeing it is not poffible to retain the fury of the fol- 
diers any longer from breaking our, let the bell of the 
church of St. Germain be tolled ; which was the fignal 
to begin the maffacre. 

The admiral coming to the knowledge of this uproar 
(though he had but few of his followers about him) was 
not much moved thereat ; trufting (as he often ufed to 
fay) upon the king's favour, whereof he had large ex- 
perience. Alfo he knew that when the Parifians ihould 
underftand how much the king difliked their folly, 
though, they had an intention of doing him fome mif- 
chief, yet would they be quieted as foon as they faw Cof- 
feins and his- guard. 

This CofTeins was appointed by the duke of Anjou 
to defend the admiral's lodgings, wherein the old pro- 
verb was verified, That the wolf was fet to keep the 
ftieep. 

About break of day, Auguft the 24th, t 572, being 
St. Bartholemew's-day, they began to knock at the door 
' where the admiral lay. La Bonne, who lay not far from 
him, having the keys, perceiving there were fotnc who 
came on a melTage from the king to the admiral, came 
down quickly and opened the door; prefently Cofleins 
fell upon him and ftabbed him with his dagger, fo that 
he died. Then with his harquebuffers rufhing into the 
houfe, killing fuch as they met, others fled. Cornaton 
awaking with the noife that he heard at the door (for he 
lay in the next chamber), ran thither, caufing the Swit- 
zers and other officers to fortify it. Cofleins hearing 
that, cried to him to open it in the king's name, and he 
fo handled the matter, that with the help he had, he 
forced the door open, and after gained the ftairs. The 
admiral and thofe that were with him, taking, notice how 
they fhot off piftols and guns, finding themfelves in- 



clofed in their enemy's hands, fell to prayer, beggir,,, 
pardon of God for their fins. b 

The admiral rifing out of his bed, and putting on 
night-gown, commanded Merlin, Che miniiter, to make 
the prayer. He alfo, carncflly calling upon Jefus Ch,"i(i- 
his God and Saviour, commended his fpirit into hi; 
hands. He that teftined thefe things, and made report 
thereof, coming into the chamber, and being afked bv 
the admiral what that tumult meant ; Sir, faith he, God 
is now fummoning us to look to our end. The admi- 
ral feeing what would be the iiTue, anfwered, I have 
long fince expected death : fave you'rfelvcs if it be p 0 f_ 
fible, for you cannot fecure me; 1 commend my f ou | 
into the hands of the merciful God. Thofe who were 
prefent and efcaped, have affirmed, that the admiral 
was no more affrighted at death, which he faw prefent 
before his eyes, than if there had been no likelihood 
thereof at all. 

Forthwith every one in the chamber getting up to the 
top of the houfe, and having found a window near the 
roof, faved themfelves there; bur the greater part, who 
were beneath in the next room to the admiral, were 
(lain, others miraculoufly efcaped. In the meanwhile 
CofTeins having made his way, caufed certain Swit- 
zers of the duke of Anjou's guard to enter into the 

Befine, CofTeins, and Sartabour, with their targets in 
one hand, and their naked l'words in the other, broke 
open the admiral's chamber-door, and Befine (who was 
afterwards flain himfclf by one Bertovillc upon the way, 
after he had efcaped out of prifon) coming towards the 
admiral, holding the point of his fword to his bread, 
faid thus, Art not thou the admiral? I am the man, 
faid he, with an undaunted courage, as the murderers 
afterwards confefl'ed. Then beholding the naked fword, 
Young man, faid the admiral, thou oughtelt fomewhat 
to refpccT: my years, and my infirmity of body, but it 
is not thou that canit fliorten my days. Befine del'pc- 
rately thru ft the admiral into the body with his Avoid, 
and then fmote him therewith on the head ; the reft had 
every one a blow at him ; fo that he prefently fell down 
wounded to death. 

Whilfi. this mifchief was acling, the duke of Guife 
being below in the bafe court, with other Romiili catho- 
lic lords, cried to the murderer above, Befine, haft 
thou done? It is done, faith he. Then the duke replied, 
Monfieur, our knight, (meaning king Henry's baftard) 
will not believe unlefs he fee it with his eyes; throw him 
down out of the window. 
; Then Befine and Sarlabour, lifting up the body of 
the admiral, caft him down unto them, where he lay 
naked on the ground, cxpofed to all fort of fcorn and 
mocks of the multitude, fome trampling on him with 
their feet. Now becaufc the blow which Befine had given 
the admiral oh his head, had fo covered his face with 
blood iffuing thence, that his vifagc could not be dif- 
cerned, the duke of Guife (looping down took his hand- 
kerchief, and wiping his face therewith, fajd, It is he, I 
know him well enough ; and giving this poor dead body 
a fpurn on the head with' his foot (whom all the mur- 
derers in France feared whilft he lived), he palled 
thence, encouraging his foldiers, faying, We have made 
a good beginning; now let us go on to the reft, for the 
king hath fo commanded, the king hath fo commanded, 
repeating it twice over. .' 

An Italian of the duke of Nevers* guard cut off tne 
admiral's head, and brought it to the king and queen- 
mother : which being embalmed, was fent to Rome to 
the pope, and to the cardinal of Lorrain, being there 
, at that time. The common people on the next day cut 
off his hands and privy members, and then in this 
woful plight being dragged up and down. three days in 
the channels throughout the ftreets, he was at lall car- 
ried out of the city to a gibbet in mount Faucon, where 
they hanged him by the feet; from whence fome that 
were welldifpofed, going together in the night to this 
gibbet, took down the body of the admiral; which 
they interred in fo fecret a manner, that the pap'» s 
could never find it Out, and it remains buried lh». 
fo that they were obliged to make a body of lto«S 
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8 nd hung that up inftead of the body itfelf, rather than 
DO ne at all. 



The following is the fentence which the court of 
parliament in Paris denounced againft Gafper Coligni, 
admiral of France, after he was maflacred. 

1. Firft, That for his confpiracy againft the king and 
ftatc, in the year 1572, the laid court hath condemned 
him for high treafon. 

2. That his memory (hall be utterly rafed out. 

3. If his body, or any figure thereof, fhall be taken, 
that the fame fhall be firft drawn upon a hurdle to the 
place called Le Grene, and there hanged on a gibbet. 

4. After which a gibbet lhall be fet upon Mount- 
Faucon, and he there to be hanged in the molt eminent 
place. 

5. His arms and armour to be drawn at a horfe's tail 
through the ftreets of the faid city, and other cities 
where ihcy fliall be found, and there to be broken in 
nieces, as a fign of his perpetual ignominy. 

6. AH his goods and pofieflions to be forfeited to the 
king's ufe. 

7. All his children to be pronounced ignoble; 
as alfo held unworthy of any honour or dignity what- 

8. His houfe and cattle of Chaftillon, upon the 
Loin, the Bafe Court, and all appurtenances thereunto 
appertaining, to be defaced and demolilhed to the 



10. Laflly, That on the 24th of Atiguft, 1572, ge- 
neral proceffions be made through the city of Paris, by 
way of thankfgiving to God for thispunilhment inflicted 
upon the confpirator. 

Pronounced and executed at Paris, the 
27th and 29th of October, 1572. 

Signed, Malon. 

At Rome folemn maffes were fung, and thanks ren- 
dered unto God for the good fuccefs which the Roman 
catholics had obtained in mafiacring the Hugonots. 
At night, in token of joy and gladnefs, were made ma- 
ny great bonfires in fundry places: and, as the report 
went, the cardinal of Lorrain gave a thoufand crowns to 
the perfon that brought him this welcome news. 

The fame day the admiral was hurt, the king ad- 
yifed the king of Navarre, his brother-in-law, to lodge 
in his chamber, with ten or twelve of his truftieft fer- 
vants, to protect him from the defigns of the duke of 
Guife, whom he called an unhappy boy. 

The admiral before his death made his will, in which 
hegave the king counfel, that he fhould not give his bre- 
thren over-great portions. The queen-mother hearing 
this, and reading the fame to the duke of Alenfon the 
king's brother ; Now you fee, faith fhe, the heart of 
your friend the admiral, whom you fo much loved and 
rerpected. 

The duke anfwered, I know not how much he loved 
jut, but I well perceive by this how much he loved the 
king. 

The Englifh ambafiador made almoft the like anfwer 
when the faid queen told him, how the admiral had ad- 
vifed the king not to truft the Englilh too far. 

Indeed, madam, faith he, hereby it appeared that 
though he bare but little good-will to the Englifh, yet 
Fran" anifeIkd himfclf a loyal fervanr to the crown of 

The Sieur de Brion, governor of the young marquis 
J-onde, fon to the late prince of Conde, hearing thefe 
"'V taking his little mafter even in his fhirt, thinking 
w convey him fomewhere out of the way, met thefe 
murderers, who plucking from him the young prince, 
maflacred the old man in his prefence, whilft the prince 
!h , tears intreated them to fpare his governor. But 
" e ydyed his white hairs in his own blood, and then bar- 
■aroufty dragged him through the mire. 
,i 1 ( Was credibly reported, that the number of the flain 

« Sunday morning, and two other days following, in 
°f .Paris, and in the fuburbs, did amount to 



above ten thoufand, counting lords, gentlemen; prefi- 
dents, .counfellors, advocates, lawyers, fcholars, phyfi- 
cians, merchants, tradefmen, women, maids, and chil- 
dren. The flreets were covered with dead bodies, the 
river was dyed with blood, the gates and entrance intd 
the king's palace painted with the fame colour : but the 
blood-thirfly were not yet fatisfied ; for they flill con- 
tinued to go from houfe to houfe with their affociates, 
where they thought to find any Hugonots, they broke 
open the doors, then Cruelly murdered whomfoever thev 
met, fparing neither fex nor age. Carts were laden 
with dead bodies of young maidens, women, men, 
and children, which were difcharged into the river, 
it being covered in a manner all over with the (Iain, 
and dyed with their blood, which alfo ftreamed down 
the ftreets from fundry parts thereof, whereat the 
courtezans laughed their fill, faying, that the wars were; 
now ended, and that hereafter they fhould live iri 
peace, &c< 



Account o/Moi 



ur PIERRE DE LA PLACE, 



MOnfieur Pierre de la Place was prefident of the 
court of requefts, whofe ftory we will relate fome- 
what at large, beeaule his lingular piety requires it. On 
Sunday morning, about fix o'clock, one captain 
Michael, harquebufler to the king, came into his lodg- 
ing, into which he had eafy accefs, for divers private 
reafons. 

The captain, being armed, prefented himfelf before 
the faid De la Place : the firft words he faid were, that 
the duke of Guife had flain the admiral by the king's 
appointment, with many Hugonots befides: and be- 
cause the reft of them, of what quality foever, were 
deftined to death, he was come to his lodging, to ex- 
empt him from the common deftruction : only he de- 
fired to have a fight of what gold and filver was in the 
houfe. The lord De la Place, fomewhat amazed at his 
audacity, who, in the midlt of ten or twelve perfons 
who were prefent in the room, durft prefume to utter 
fiich language, afked him if he knew where he was, or 
whether he thought there was a king or no? 

To this the captain, blafpheming, anfwered, that he 
willed him to go with him to know the king's pleafure. 
The lord De la Place hearing this, fearing alfo'fome 
danger towards himfelf by fedition in the city, flipped 
forth at a back door behind his lodging, propofing to 
get into a neighbour's houfe. In the mean while, moft 
of his fervants vanifhed out of fight ; and this captain, 
having ftored himfelf with a thoufand crowns, was in- 
treated by the lady Marets, daughter to the faid lord, 
to convey her father, with the lord Marets, her huf- 
band, into the houfe of fome Roman catholic } which 
he confented to do, and alfo performed it. 

After this, De la Place, being refufed at three feveral 
houfes, was conftrained lo retire back again into his 
own, where he found his wife very penfive, and grieved 
beyond meafure, fearing left this captain in the end 
fhould caft her fon-in-law and daughter into the river, 
and alfo for the imminent danger wherein her dear huf- 
band and all his family were. 

But the lord De la Place, being ftrengthened by the 
Spirit of God, with incredible conftancy fharply rebuked 
her ; and afterwards mildly demonftrated unto her, that 
we muft receive thefe and the like afflictions from the 
hand of God ; and fo having difcourfed a while on the 
promifes of God, comforted her. 

Then he commanded all his fervants that were in 
the houfe to be called together ; who being come into 
his chamber, according to his cuftom on the Lord's 
day, he made a form of exhortation to his family; 
then went to prayer, and began to read a chapter out 
of the book of Job, with the expofition, or fermon, 
of Mr. John Calvin upon it. So having fpoken fome- 
what of God's mercy and juftice, (which he, as a good 
and wife father, ufeth to exercife his elect with fundry 
ohaftifements, left they fhould be intangled here below 
with the things of this world) he fliewcd how needful 

8 R * afflic- 
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afflictions were for chriftians, and that it was beyond 
the power of Satan, or men, to hurt or wrong them, 
unlefs the Lord of his good pleafure gave them leave. 
What need have we then, faid he, to dread their au- 
thority, which at the moft can but prevail over our 
bodies? Then he went to prayer again, preparing him- 
felf and his whole family rather to endure all forts of 
torments, yea, death itfelf, than to fpeak or do any 
thing that might tend to the dilhonour of God. 

Having finifhed his prayer, word was brought him, 
that Seneca, the provoft marfhal, with many archers, 
were at the door of his lodgings, commanding the fame 
to be opened in the king's name, faying, that he came 
to fecure the perfon of the lord De la Place, and to 
preferve his houfc from being pillaged by the common 
rabble. The lord De la Place having intelligence of 
this fpeech, commanded the door to be opened to him, 
who entering in, declared the great (laughter that was 
made upon the Hugonots every where in the city by 
the king's command ; adding this withal in Latin, 
that he would not fuffer one to live, Qui mingat ad 
Parietcm. Yet have I exprefs charge from his ma- 
jefty, faith he, to fee that you lhall fuftain no wrong, 
but only conduct you to the Louvre, becaufe the king 
is delirous to be informed touching many things about 
the affairs of thofe of the religion, which he hath now 
in hand, and therefore willed him to make himfelf 
ready to go to his majefty. The lord De la Place an- 
fwered, that it had always been his greateft wifli, and 
nothing could render him more perfectly happy, than 
to gain any opportunity by which he might give an 
account to his majefty of his behaviour and actions. 

But in regard that fuch horrible maffacres were every 
where committed, it was impoffible for him to pafs to 
the Louvre, without the certain danger of his perfon; 
but prayed him to affure his majefty of his willingnefs 
to come, meanwhile leaving in his lodgings as many 
archers as he thought fitting, until the fury of the people 
was fomewhat pacified. The provoft agreed to this re- 
queft, and left with him one of his lieutenants, called 
Toute Voye, with four of his archers. 

Not long after, came into his lodging, prelident 
Charron, then provoft of the merchants, with whom 
conferring a little in fecret, going his way, he left 
with the four archers who were there before, four more 
of the city archers. The whole night following was 
fpent in the flopping up, and fortifying of all paffages 
from entering the houfc ; with logs and Hint ftories 
flopping up the windows ; fo that it feemed by this fo 
exact and diligent a defence, that the archers were left 
in the houfc to free the faid De la Place, and all his 
family, from the common calamity ; till Seneca return- 
ing the next day, after two o'clock in the afternoon, 
declared that he had expreli charge from the king to 
bring him to his majefty without delay. He replied 
as before, that it was dangerous as yet to pafs through 
the city, in regard that even, the fame morning there 
was an houfe pillaged next to his. 

Seneca on the contrary infifted, faying, It wss the 
common fpeech of thefe Hugonots, to proteft that they 
were the king's moft loyal and obedient fubjects and 
fervants : but when they were to manifeft their obe- 
dience to his commands, then they came off but flowly, 
feeming rather to abhor and deteft it. And whereas 
he pretended danger, Seneca anfwered, that he fhould 
have a captain of Paris, who was well known to the 
people, to accompany him. As Seneca continued his 
fpeech, the captain of Paris, firnamed Pazon, a prin- 
cipal actor in this fedition, entered the chamber of the 
faid lord of Place, offering his fervice to conduct hi 
through the city to the king; which De la Place wot 
by no means yield to, telling Seneca, that he was o 
ofrhe moft cruel and bloody-minded men in all the 
city ; and therefore, feeing that he muft needs go to the 
king, he intreated that the faid Seneca would be his 
guard. To which Seneca anfwered, that having now 
other affairs to look unto, he could not conduct him 
above fifty paces. 

Then his wife, (though otherwife a very gracious 
and good lady) out of that intire love which the bore 



her hulband, proftratcd hcrfelf at the feet of t h 
faid Seneca, befceching and intreating him to acco 
pany her hufband to the king; but the faid De la Pi,'"" 
who never fhewed any fign of a dejected fpirit ci"' 
to his wife, took her up from the ground, rebuked her 
and told her, that it was not an arm of fkfty th . ■ ' 
muft ftoop to, but unto God only. Then turning hin 
felf about, he perceived in his fon's hat a white croft 
which through infirmity he had placed there thinkit 
thereby to lave himfelf, for which his father fhaml S 
chid him, commanding him to pluck that mark of 
fedition thence ; telling him, that they muft now f u b 
mit themfelves to bear the true crofs of Chrift, namely" 
thofe afflictions and tribulations which it fhall p] e af 
our good God to lay upon us, as fure pledges of that 
eternal happinefs, which he hath treafured up f or all 
his elect fervants. Thus feeing himfelf preffed by the 
faid Seneca, to go with him to the king, refolvine upon 
death, which he faw he could not avoid, he took his 
cloak, embracing his wife, eaineftly wifhing her above 
all things to have the fear of God, and his honour in 
precious efteem ; and then boldly went on his way 
Coming into the ftreet where the glafs-houfc flood cer- 
tain murderers, who attended for his coming, 'with 
their daggers in readinefs, killed him, about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, as an innocent lamb, in the 
midit ot ten or twelve of Seneca's archers, who led him 
into that butchery ; and then pillaged and imbezzlcd 
away what they found in his lodging, for the fpace of 
five or fix days together. The body (his foul was now 
received into heaven) being carried into a ftable, they 
covered his face over with dung, and the next day 
threw him into the river. 

Peter Ramus, the king's profeffor in logic, a mart 
renowned among the learned, was not forgotten. He 
had many enemies, particularly one James Carpenter, 
who fent the murderers to the college of priefts, where 
the faid Ramus was hidden. But being difcovcred, 
he offered a good, fum of money to fave his life; yet 
he was maffacrcd, and caft down from an high cham- 
ber window upon the ground, fo that his bowels iffued 
out on the ftones, and were afterwards trailed through 
the Rrcets ; the carcafs was whipped by certain fcholars, 
being fct on by their tutors, to the great difgrace of 
good literature, of which Ramus was an eminent pro- 
feffor. 

A young man, who preferred his mother's fafety in 
thefe broils to his own, about the age of thirty-two 
years, a lincere chriftian of excellent learning, going 
abroad early on this dreadful Sunday morning, upon 
fome extraordinary occafion, and hearing the rumour 
about the death of the admiral throughout the city of 
Paris, he, out of his Angular affection to his mother, 
flattened home with all poflible fpeed, informing her 
what had happened, and without delay, not regarding 
his own fafety, fecured her in a place fit for the pur- 
pofe. After which he went to prayers in his ftudy, as 
his cuftom was, where being found, the furious maf- 
facrers afked him, if he would obey the king ; he an- 
fwered, Yes, but I muft alfo obey God. Then imme- 
diately they began with battle-axes and ftaves to load 
him with blows on the head, that he received his own 
blood into his hands ; and then making an end of him, 
they threw him into the river. 

Note, It could not be found that above two minifies 
were flain in this bloody malfacre. 

Philip le Doux, a great jeweller, at his return home 
from Guybray fair, being gone to bed, his wife at that 
time had the midwife attending upon her, being ready- 
to be delivered : fhe hearing thefe furies below bounc- 
ing at the door, commanding it to be opened to them 
in the king's name ; ill as fhe was, ihc ventured down, 
and opened the door to thefe tigers, who prefently 
ftabbed her hufband in his bed. The midwife feeing 
them bent to murder the woman alfo, now ready to be 
delivered, intreated them to ftay, at lcaft till the in- 
fant (which would be the twentieth child that God 
had given her) was born. Having conteftcd fomc 
time with them, they took this poor woman, half dead 
with fear, and thruft into her fundament a dagger ™ 



PERSECUTION of the FAITHFUL at TROIS, in CHAMPAIGNE. 



739 



the very hilt. She finding herfelf mortally wounded, 
and yet defirous to bring forth her fruit, ran into a 
corn-loft, whither they purfued her, ftabbing her like- 
wife in the belly, and then threw her out of a window 
into the ftrcet : upon which fall, the child came from 
her, head foremolt, gaping and yawning, to the great 
allonifliment and confufion of the papifts, who were 
conftrained often with deteftation to acknowledge and 
coniefs the cruelties of their butchers. 

One of the maffacrers having fnarched up a little 
child in his arms, the poor innocent babe began to play 
with his beard, and to fmile upon him j but inftead of 
being moved to compaffion therewith, this barbarous 
wretch wounded it with his dagger, and threw it all in 
gore into the river. 

At the maffacre at Meaux in Brie, one Quintin 
Croycr, an elder of the reformed church, feeing many 
of his companions maffacred before his eyes, kneeled 
down, praying unto God to pardon thefc murderers ; 
at which prayer they fell a laughing, and not being 
able with their daggers to pierce a jerkin of double'buff 
which he wore; and which they were loth to fpoil, (for 
it was a good booty) they cut afunder the points, and 
then gave him five or fix ftabs with a dagger into his 
body; and fo this good man, wounded to death, calling 
upon God, rendered up his fpirit into the hands of him 
that gave it. 

Faron Haren, at the fame time, a man zealoufly af- 
fected to religion, who had been flu-riff of the city in 
the firft troubles, having by his endeavours chaced the 
mafs out of Meaux, for a time was mortally hated of 
thefe feditious papills ; and, therefore, they were not 
contented fimply to kill him, but firft cutting off his 
nofe, ears, and fecret parts, then giving him many 
fmall thruffs in divers parts of his body, they con- 
ftrained him to and fro among them, as if he had gone 
through the pikes. But being weakened, and not able 
any longer to hold out, in confequence of the blood 
that iflued from all parts of his body, calling upon the 
name of the Lord, he fell with his face to the ground, 
receiving infinite gafhes and wounds after he was 
dead.> 



PERSECUTION of the FAITHFUL at TROIS, in 
CHAMPAIGNE. 

NEWS coming to Trois of the maffacre executed 
at Paris, the greater part of the judges and of- 
ficers of the king were fent to the bailiff of Trois, with 
commandment diligently to make fearch for all thofe 
of the religion, from houfe to houfe, and to imprifon 
as many as they could meet with. 

In this city, there was a merchant, called Peter 
Belin, a man of a turbulent nature. This Belin was at 
the maffacre in Paris, on St. Bartholomew 's-day; from 
whence he was fent with letters from the king, dated 
the eight-and-twentieth day of Auguft, to the mayor and 
flieriffs of Trois, to caufe all thefe perfections to ceafe, 
and the prifoners to be fet at liberty. On the third of 
September, he came to Trois with thefe two letters, 
(which- had been firft publifhed in Paris) with com- 
mandment to deliver them to the forefaid magiftrar.es 
to be proclaimed there alfo. 

. But at the firft entrance into the city, he began to 
"•quire, that all might hear him, whether they had 
not executed the Hugonots there as they had done in 
£>ris; which was his language through the flreets till 
"« came home. But even fome of the papifts, who 
Were not fo cruelly minded, demanded of Belin the 
contents of the king's letters, whereof they had fome 
inkling before. But he, like a bedlam, fwelling with 
•*olcr, fwore, that whofoever faid they contained any 
thing tending to pacification, lied. Haftening, there- 
ore, to the bailiffs houfe at Trois, after he had de- 
livered him the packet, and buzzed fomewhat in his ear, 
e put him on to fee this execution done. Now, that 
«»e lame might pals the better for current, the help of 
we executioner of Trois was requefied, whofc name was 



Yet, he fhewing himfelf more juft and humane than 
the reft, peremptorily refufed to have his hand in an 
ad of fo great cruelty ; anfwering, that it was contrary 
to his office to execute any man before fentence of 
death had firft been pronounced by the magiftrates. If 
they had fuch fentence to fhew againft any of the pri- 
foners, he would do his office; otherwife, -he would 
not prefume, without a warrant, to bereave any man of 
his life: and fo with thefe words he returned home to 
his houfe. 

Now albeit this anfwer, proceeding from fuch a kind 
of perfon, whofe office and cuitom it was to ihed blood, 
might fomewhat have affuaged and taken off the edge 
of the moft barbarous tiger in the world; yet the 
bailiff, flighting it, was the further enraged. Upon 
this, he fent for one of the jailors of the prifon, who 
kept thofe of the religion ; but he being fick of a 
tertian ague, Martin de Bures was fent to know his 
pleafure. 

The bailiff telling him at large, what Belin had fig- 
nified to him in private ; as alfo, that on a fudden all 
the prifoners of the religion muft be put to death, that 
the place might be purged of them : this, he faid, you 
muft not fail to do. 

But this De Burcs made no haflc to perform his 
charge, acquainting no man with aught that paired be- 
tween the bailiff and him ; no, not Perennet the keeper, 
who then lay fick in his bed. 

The next day the bailiff came into the prifon, about 
feven o'clock, and calling for Perennet, afked of 
him, with a fmile, Perennet, is it done? Perennet, 
knowing nothing more or lefs, afked of him, what? 
Then faid the bailiff, Why, are not the prifoners dif- 
patched ? and thereupon was ready with his dagger to 
have (tabbed him. But coming a little better to him- 
felf, he told Perennet what his purpofe was, and how 
he was to behave himfelf concerning the execution 
thereof. At which words, Perennet Handing amazed, 
(though otherwife he was a fellow forward enough of 
himfelf to commit any outrages againft the proteftants) 
certified to the bailiff, that fuch an inhuman act could 
not be committed over to him, fearing left in time to 
come, juftice might be followed againft him by the pa- 
rents or allies of the prifoners. No, no, faid the bailiff], 
fear not, I will ftand between you and all harms. 
Others of the jufticcs have confented thereunto befides 
myfelf, and would- you have better fecurity than that? 

Within a fhort time after, the jailor coming into -the 
court of the prifon, where the prifoners were abroad 
recreating thtmfelvcs, caufed every one to refort to 
his cabbin, becaufe, faid he, the bailiff will come by 
and by, to fee whether the keepers have done as he 
commanded them ; which they did. Then began 
thefe poor fheep to fear they were deftined to the 
flaughter, and therefore vent prefently to prayers. 
Perennet inftantly called his companions about him, 
reporting to them what the bailiff had given him if» 
charge. Then they all took an oath to execute the 
fame; but approaching near to the prifoners, they were 
fo furprifed with fear, and their hearts fo failed them, 
that they flood gazing one upon another, having no 
courage to act fuch a barbarous cruelty, and fo returned 
to the jailor's lodge, whence they came, without doing 

But inftead of laying this to heart, as a warning 
fent them from above ; as if purpofely they meant to 
refift againft the checks of their own confeiences, they 
fent to the tavern for fixtcen pints of the beft wine, 
and intoxicating their brains, they drew a lift of all 
the prifoners ; which they delivered to one who was to 
call them forth in order ; and as they came they maf- 
facred them. 

One Meurs was no fooner in their fight, but one of 
them let drive at him with the point of his halbert, re- 
doubling the fame often with intent to kill him, yet 
could not. The poor man took hold of the point of the 
halbert, and pointing, himfelf, to the feat of the heart, 
cried to the murderer, with a ftedfaft voice, Here, 
foldier, here, right at the heart, right at the heart; and 
fo finilhed this life. 

The 
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The maffacre, faith my author, being ended, the 
murderers made a great pit on the back fide of the 
chapel of the prifon, whercinto they caft the bodies, 
one upon another, fome of them yet breathing. One 
called Maufere, lying in the midft of them, being ob- 
ferved to raife up himfclf above his fellow-martyrs in 
this pit, they forthwith poured earth upon him, until 
they had ftifled him. The blood ran in fuch abun- 
dance out at the prifon door, and thence through a 
channel into a river, that it was turned into the colour 
of blood: 

The day after, this worlhipful bailiff of Trois, that 
he might apply the plaifter when the parties were dead, 
caufed the king's letters, which he had received before, 
to be publifhed in all corners of the city with found 
of trumpet. The bailiff was prefent in perfon at the 
publication ; and as the notary read the contents thereof 
to him, he pronounced the fame jeeringly, and not with 
a full and audible voice, as matters of fuch confequence 
ought to be read. 

One Dechampeaux, lord of Bonilli, a worthy coun- 
fellor in the city of Orleans, was murdered in the fol- 
lowing manner: One called Texier came with a fmall 
troop to his houfe, bidding himfelf and his company to 
fupper with him. Dechampeaux bid them all kindly 
welcome, making them good cheer, being ignorant of 
that which had happened at Paris. But fupper being 
ended, Texier bade him deliver his purfe. Decham- 
peaux laughing thereat, thinking he had been but in 
jeft, this cruel and unthankful gueft, with blafphemous 
oaths, told him in few words what had happened in the 
City of Paris, and what- preparation there was among the 
Roman catholics of Orleans, to cut off and root out the 
proteflants there. Dechampeaux, feeing there was no 
time now to conteft with him, gave money to this thief j 
■who, to requite the courtefy and good entertainment he 
had received, embrued his hands in the blood of his 
honeft neighbour, a man of as good and upright a car- 
riage as was in all the city ; and afterwards himfelf, with 
his troop, pillaged the whole houfe. 

The twenty-fixth day of Auguft following, the maf- 
facrers began the execution about the ramparts, in a 
violent manner ; in thefe quarters there inhabited many 
of the religion. All the night long was heard nothing 
but mooting off of guns and piflols, forcing open of 
doors, and windows, fearful outcries of the maffacred, 
both of men, women, and little children, trampling of 
horfes, and rumbling of carts, hurrying off dead bodies 
to and fro ; the ftreet refounding with unwonted ex- 
clamations of thofe of the common fort, with horrible 
blafphemies of the murderers, laughing their fill at their 
barbarous exploits; fome crying, Kill them all, and 
then take the fpoil ; others, Spoil not, but kill all. 

On Wednefday the maffacre began more fiercely, 
and fo continued to the end of the week, not fparing to 
break thefe and the like jefts upon the poor maffacred : 
Where is now your God ? What is become of all your 
prayers and pfalms now ? Let your God, whom you 
called upon, fave you if he can. Yea, fome of them, 
■who in times paft had been profeffors of the fame re- 
ligion, whilft they were maffacring the poor innocents, 
durft fing unto them, in fcorn, the beginning of the 
three-and-fortieth pfalm: which runs, Judge me, O 
God, and plead my caufe. Others, ftriking them, faid. 
Sing now, Have mercy on me, O God : fuch treatment 
received thefe poor people in Paris, and clfcwhere. 
But thefe execrable outrages by no means daunted 
the courage of the faithful, who died ftedfall in the 
faith. 

Touching the multitude of the flain, the murderers 
did not ftick to vaunt, that in this city they caufed 
eighteen thoufand men to perifh; alfo an hundred and 
fifty women, with a great number of children of nine 
years old and upwards. The manner of their death 
was, firft to fhoot them with piftols, then to ftrip them 
of their clothes, and cither fink their bodies in the 
river, or bury them in pits. 

On Tuefday, at night, certain of this bloody crew 
came and knocked at the door of one that was a doctor 
of the civil law, called Tailleboust who opening a 



cafement, and underftanding that they had fomewh 
ro fay to him, came down immediately, and opened th 
door to them. At the firft greeting they told him h 
-muft die. Whereupon he fell to prayer, and that with 
fuch conftancy and affection, that the maffacrers bein 
aftonifhedj and by a fecret celeftial power reftrain«rf 
contented themfelves only with taking his purfe, in which 
were fifteen crowns, and fo left him, offering him no 
more violence. ° 

The day following, certain fcholars reforting to his 
lodging, requefted of him that they might fee his 1U 
brary, into which having brought them, one allied this 
book of him, and another that, which he gave them 
At length they told him they were not as yet fatisfied' 
their purpofe being to kill him. He, proftrating him.' 
felf upon the ground, and having ended his prayer, will 
led them to kill him there, but they forced him out of 
his own houfe, from one place to another, and at length 
knocked him down. " 

A rich burgefs of the city, called Nicholas Bougars 
Sieur de Nove, a man of lingular worth, and highly 
eftcemed of all, was at that time deadly fick. Some of 
the murderers came into his chamber with a purpofe to 
kill him: but feeing him in that cafe, fparcdhim: yet 
finding there Noel Chaperon, apothecary, who brought 
him phyfic, they cut off one of his arms, then drew him 
into the open market-place, where they made an end of 
him. 

The next day, there came one to the lodging of him 
that was fick, who was wont heretofore to vifit him : as 
he was entering in, he met the mother of the lick party 
at the door going unto mafs, and coming up into the 
chamber, he itabbed the fick man with a dagger in many 
places, and fo killed a dying man. Then with all 
filence, as if he had done no fuch act, wiping his dag- 
ger, he went down ftairs again, and meeting one at the 
door who came to vifit him that was fick, this fellow, 
faluting him, paffed along by him, without any change 
either in his behaviour or countenance. 

Francis Stamplc, a rich merchant, was threatened to 
have his throat cut prefently, if he gave not the mur- 
derers money : but having got none about him, he wrote 
a letter to his wife, to fend him his ranfom: he had no 
fooner fealed the letter, but the murderers deprived him 
thereof, and his life alfo, laughing at what they had 
done. And though they got from his widow a confi- 
derable fum of money, yet could (he not obtain from 
them the body of her dead hufband. And thefe are the 
fruits of popery. 

Among thofe that confeffed the name of Jefus Chrift, 
Francis le Boffu, a merchant, with his two fons, well 
deferve our notice ; for whilft he trampled in the blood 
of his brethren, being befmeared therewith, and fpurt-. 
ing as it were in his face, he encouraged his children 
to take their death willingly and patiently, uling this 
fpeech : " Children, we are not to learn now, that it 
" hath always been the portion of believers, to be 
" hated, cruelly ufed, and devoured by unbelievers, 
«« as Chrift's filly fheep, of ravening wolves: if wc 
« c l'uffer with Chrift, we fhall alfo reign with him. 
« Let not thefe drawn fwords terrify us ; which only 
" ferve to cut that thread which tics us to a miferable 
" life, and let loofe the foul into cndlcfs felicity. We 
" have rcfided long enough among the wicked, let us 
" now go and live with our God ; let us joyfully march 
•* after this great company which is here gone before 
" us, and let us make way for them that mall follotf 
" after." 

When he faw the murderers come, he clafped his 
arms about, his two fons, and they likewife embraced 
their father ; as if the father meant to be a buckler to 
his children, and the childien, as if, by the bond of 
nature, (which binds them to defend his lite from 
whence they received their's) they meant to ward oft 
the blows which were coming towards their father, 
though with the lofs of their own lives; who, when the 
maffacre was ended, were all three found dead, thus 
embracing one another. 

Now, at-the conclufion of this furious affault, thelc 
barbarous monfters went up and down the city, dif- 
playing 
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playing their white doublets, all befprinkled with blood ; 
boafting, that fome had killed an hundred, fome more, 

^ 0I ^ t he multitude were dragging the dead bodies to 
the river, an apothecary came and informed them, that 
money might be made of the greafe that was taken out 
of their bodies. Then were the moft corpulent bodies 
prefently fought for, which when they had ripped up, 
a great quantity of that commodity being gotten 
thence, was fold by thefe merchants for three ihillings 
the pound. 

Thofe of Dauphine, of Languedoci and Provence, 
were amazed to fee fo many bodies floating upon the 
water, fome difmembered, others fattened together with 
long poles, others lying on the Ihore, fome having their 
eyes put out, others their nofesj ears, and hands cut off, 
ftabbed with daggers in every part of their body, fo as 
fome among them had no human fliape remaining. Yea, 
fo great a number of thefe' mangled corpfes prefented 
themfelves on the port of Tournon, that the men and 
women of the place began to make an outcry, as if their 
enemies had been at the gates. 

Not many months after, when all thefe bloody trage- 
dies were ended, the pope fent cardinal Urfin, as legate 
to the king, who was received with great folemnity at 
Lyonsi Now having heard mafs at St. John's church, 
and returning by the fame door which he went in at, 
the greateft number of the maflacrers attended his com- 
ing there, and all kneeled down for his abfolution. But 
ihe legate not knowing the reafon of it, one of the prin- 
cipal-agents told him, that they were thofe who had 
been the actors in the maflacre. When the legate per- 
ceived that, he abfolved them all with making the fign 
of the crofs. 

As foon as the mafTacre was begun at Paris, a gentle- 
man, named Monforeau, obtained a paffport with letters 
to maflacre thofe of the proteftant religion at Angiers. 
Who, being difappointcd of his prey in one place, came 
to the lodging of a reverend and learned minifter, cal- 
led Mr. John Mafon, firnamed de Launay, fieur of Ri- 
viere. Meeting his wife at the entrance into the houfc, 
he faluted her and killed her, as it is the manner in 
France, efpecially among the courtiers, and afked her 
where her hufband was ? She anfwered him, That he 
was walking in his garden ; and then directed him the 
way unto him. 

Monforeau having lovingly embraced la Riviere, faid 
unto him. Do you know wherefore I am come ? The 
king hath commanded me to kill you forthwith, and 
hath given me exprefs charge to do it, as you {hall fee 
by his letters. After which words he fhewed him a 
piftol ready charged. Riviere replied, That he knew 
not wherein he had offended the king; but feeing, 
faith he, you feek my life, give me a little time to cry 
to God for mercy, and to recommend my fpirit into 
his hands. 

Having made a fhort prayer, he willingly prefented 
his body to the murderer, who fliot him with his piftol,. 
and he died immediately. 

The minifter's wife was foon after drowned with nine 

Six thoufand were murdered at Roan in much the fame 

manner. 

Now touching the prince of Condc, the king pro- 
pofed three things to him ; Either to go to mafs, to die, 
orelfe perpetual imprifonment ; and therefore to weigh 
*<■■" with himfelf which of the three he liked belt. 
The prince anfwered, That by God's grace he would 
"ever choofc the firft ; as for the latter, he referred him- 
W to the king's pleafure. 

About three hundred were barbaroufly murdered at 
Thouloufe, and after taking all their goods, they ftrip- 
P £ d them naked, and expol'ed them to public view for 
tlv o days, and then they threw them in heaps into 
great pits. There were certain counfcllors, who, after 
they w C re maffacrcd, were hung up in their long 
S°wns, upon a great elm which was in the court of the 
Palace. 

'he maflacre at Bourdeaux was begun and carried on 
ni «ch in the fame manner of thofe before-mentioned. 
. No. 62. 



But their minj Iters found means to efcape, hiding them- 
felves in the rocks and marfhes, till they had an oppor- 
tunity to take fhipping for England: 

One thing here may be noted ; the hbufe of a coim- 
fellor hi parliament was forced open, pillaged, and 
fpoiled, and himfelf cruelly murdered. His clerk fee- 
ing his mafter about to fuffer a cruel death; embraced 
and comforted, him : and being afked whether he were 
of the lame religion, he anfwered, yea, and would die 
with his mafter for the fame. And they were flain in 
one another's arms. 

A deacon of the reformed church, named Du Tour, 
an old man, who in the days of his ignorance had beeri 
a prieft in the popifh Church; being iick in his bed, was 
hauled forth into the open ftreet • of whom it being de- 
manded, whether he would go to rrials, and thereby fave 
his life; he freely anfwered, no, efpecially now drawing 
fo near his end, both in regard of his years ^nd grievous 
fickriefs: I hope (faith he) ] lhall not fo far forget the 
eternal falvation of my foul; as for fear of death to pro- 
long this life for a few days? tor fo I mould buy a fhort 
term of life at too dear a rate. They hearing him iky 
fo, murdered him inftantly. 

It was lamentable to fee the poor proteftants wander- 
ing up and down; not knowing where to fave their 
lives : fome were rejected of their own parents and rela- 
tions, who fhut their doors againft them, pretending as 
if they knew them not ; others were betrayed and deli- 
vered up by thofe, to whofe truft they had committed 
themfelves: many were laved even by priefts and others, 
from whom a man would have expected no fuch fecurity. 
Some were faved by their very enemies, whofe hearts 
abhorred fuch deteftablc outrages: 

All the city was full of terror and horrible threats 
againft thofe of this religion, faying, that the king's 
commandment was, that he would not have fo much as 
one of them left in his kingdom ; and if any refufed to 
go to mafs, that a hole fhould be digged for him in the 
earth, in which he fhould be buried without any more 

The judgment of God fell not long after upon one of 
thefe inhuman murderers, called Vincent; he fell dan- 
geroufly fick, but in the end recovering again, and as he 
thought being in good health, told fome of his friends 
that he felt his arms ftrong enough to handle his cutlafs 
as well as ever he had done. But within a while after he 
was overtaken by the hand of God, with fuch a flux of 
bleeding at his nofe, as could not be reftrained nor di- 
verted by any of the remedies that were then ufed. It 
was an hideous fight to fee him ftill bowing his head over 
a bafon full of blood, which, without rearing, iffued out 
of his nofe and mouth, even until his laftgafp. 

Another was taken with fuch a fwelling in all the parts 
of his body,"that there was fcarcely to be difcerned in 
him the form of a man, and fo continued fwelling till at 
length he burft afunder. 

Thus we have taken a view of the extreme afflictions 
of the reformed churches in many parts of France, 
wherein within a few weeks nigh 30,000 were put to 
death. 

In the year 1573, the place were the faithful fled for 
refuge, was aflailed by open war; namely, Sancerre, 
the hiftory whereof you have here in a ihort view. 

Sancerre, being encompaffed about with irreconcil- 
able enemies, from about the beginning of April, the 
want of victuals having caufed them to gather together 
all the affes and mules they had in the city, they were 
eaten up in lefs than a month. 

Then they came to horfes, cats, rats, moles, mice, 
and dogs. After thefe were fpent, they fell to eat ox and 
cow-hides, fheep-fkins, parchment, old fhoes, bullocks, 
and horfe-hoofs, horns, and lanthorns, ropes, and horfe- 
harnefs.learher girdles, &c. 

- In'the end of June, the third part of the befieged 
had not bread to cat. Such as could get hemp-feed, 
ground it, or ftampcd'it in morris, and made bread of 
it; the like they did with all forts of herbs, mingling 
the fame with bran if they had it. There they eat meal 
cf chaff, nut-iliells, and of flatc, excrements of horfes, 
8 S and 
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and men, yea, the offal which lay in the flreets was not 

The 29th of July, a poor man and his wife were exe- 
cuted for having eaten the head, brains, and entrails of 
a young child, about three years old, which died of 
hunger; having made ready the other parts to- eat at 
another meal. An old woman who lodged in their 
houfe, eating a part of this mournful diet, died in pri- 
fon, within a few hours after her imprifonment. 

They were found guilty of other offences ; but this 
aggravated the fame the more. AH children undertwelve 
years of age died. It was lamentable to hear the pitiful 
lamentations uttered by poor parents, for the mifery 
wherein their eyes beheld their languifhing and dying 
infants. 

To which purpofe you maketake notice here of a me- 
morable accident. A boy of ten years old, being .ready 
to yield up theghoft, feeing his father and mother weep- 
ing over him (whofe arms and legs, when handled, 
felt as if they had been dried flicks) faid unto them,. 
Wherefore weep ye thus, in feeing me famifhed to death? 
Mother, faid he, I afk you no bread, I know you have 
none: but feeing it is God's will I mud die this death, 
let us be thankful for it. Did not the holy man, Lazarus, 
die of famine ? have T not read it in my bible ? In utter- 
ing thefe, with the like fpeeches, he yielded up the' 
ghoft, the 30th of July. 

That all the people died not of famine in the end of 
this month, it was by reafon of certain horfes which were 
referved for fervice, if need fhould be, and fix cows 
which were left to give milk for the fuftenanceof young 
infants. Thefe beafts were killed, and their fkfh fold 
for the relief of fuch as were living, with a little corn, 
which by ftealth fome brought into the city ; fo that a 
pound of wheat was fold for half a crown. 

. There died by fight in Sancerre but eighty-four per- 
fons, but of the famine more than five hundred. Many 
foldiers getting forth as they could out of the city, fly- 
ing from the famine, chofe rather to die by the fword 
of the enemy ; whereof fome were flain, others impri- 
foned, and the reft put to death by the executioner. 

But when all help of man failed, the king having 
fworn that he would make them eat up one another, 
the King of kings delivered them by his wonderful pro- 
vidence. For at this inftant the ambaffadors from Po- 
land came into France to accept the duke of Anjou for 
their king, at whofe intreaty (which could not well be 
denied) poor Sancerre, more than half famifhed, was 
now fet at liberty by railing the fiege, who otherwife 
were determined to leave their bones there, rather than 
to yield themfelves into their enemy's hands, in regard 
they had often threatened them with a general maffacre. 
Whereas now by the king's appointment they were per- 
mitted to pafs out of the city armed ; if any would tarry, 
that they fhould not be moletted : having liberty granted 
them to difpofe of their affairs, as they pleafed,. with 
promife of preferving the honour and chaftitics as well 
of virgins, as women, &c. 

There alfo died in the fiege of Rochelle, October . 
i62 8,fixtecn thoufand perfons, the reft enduring a world 
of miferics ; moft of their food being hides, leather, and 
old gloves : other provifions being very fcarce, wer 

A bufhel of wheat, 20I. a pound of bread, ao 
quarter of mutton, 61. odd money; a pound of bui 
30s. an egg, 8s. an ounce of fugar, 2s. 6d. a dried fifli, 
20s. a pint of wine, 20s. a pound of grapes, 3s. a pint 
of milk, 30s. 

It is alfo reported, that through the famine, young 
maids of 14 or 1 6 years of age, did look like women of 
an hundred years old. The famine was fuch, that the 
poor people would cut off the buttocks of the dead as 
they lay in the church-yard unburied. All the Englifh 
that came out looked like anatomies. They lived two 
months with nothing but cow-hides and goat-lkins boil- 
ed ; the dogs, cats, mice, arid frogs, being all fpent. 



A ^/DISCOURSE of the great- PREPARATION^ 
of /be SPANIARDS, in order to invadr FNGLAXn 
• in the REIGN of. QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

THE, duke of Parma, in Flanders, by command ot' 
the Spaniards, built fhips, and a great company of 
fmall broad -vefle) s^ each one able to tranlport thirty 
horfes, with bridges fitted for them feverafly ; and hired 
mariners from the Eaft part of Germany, and provided 
long pieces of wood, ftiarpened at the end,- and covered 
with iron, with hooks on one fide ; and >o,oco veflels, 
th an huge number of faggots ; and placed an army 
idy in : Flandcrs, of J03 companies of foot, and 4000 
horfemen. Among thefe 700 Englifh vagabonds; who 
were held of all others in moft contempt. : Neither was 
Stanley reflected or obeyed, who was fet over the Eng- 
lifh j nor Weftmoreland, nor any other who offered their 
help:': but for their untakhfulnefs to their own country 
were (hut out from all confutations, and as men unani- 
moufly:rejected with deteftation. And becaufe pope 
Sixtus the Fifth in fuch a cafe wouldnot be wanting, he 
feut cardinal Allen into Danders, and renewed the bulls 
declaratory of pope Pius the Fifth, and Gregory the 
Thirteenth. He excommunicated and depofed queeir 
Elizabeth, abfolved her fubjeds from all allegiance, and, 
if it had been againft the Turks or infidels, he fet forth, 
print a conceit, wherein he beltowed plenary indul- 
gences, out of the treafurc of the church, befides a mil- 
lion-of gold, or ten hundred thoufand ducats, to be dii- 
tributed (the one half in hand,' the reft when either Eng- 
land, or fome famous. haven therein fhould be won) up- 
on all them that would join their help againft England. 
By which means the marquis of Burgaw, of the houfe of 
Auftria, the duke of Paftrana, Artnady duke of Savoy, 
Vefpaiian, Gonzaga, John Medices, and divers other 
noblemen were drawn' into thefe wars.' 

Queen Elizabeth, that fhe might not be furprized ui 
awarcs, prepared as great a navy as fhe could, and with 
lingular care and providence made all things ready ne- 
ceflary for war. And fhe herfelf, who was ever moft 
judicious in difcerning of men's wits and aptnefs, and 
moft happy in making choice, when flic made it out of 
her own judgment, and not at the direction of others, 
defigned the belt and moft ferviccnble to each feveral 
employment. Over the whole navy the appointed the 
lord admiral Charles Howard, in whom ihc rcpofed 
much truft ; and fent him to the weft part of England, 
where captain Drake, whom fhe made vice-admiral, 
joined with him. She commanded Henry Seimor, the 
fecond fon to the duke, of Somcrfet, to watch upon the 
Belgic (hore with forty Englifh and Dutch fhips, that 
the duke of Parma- might not come out with his forces. 
Although fome were of opinion, that the enemy was to 
be expected and fet upon by land forces, according as 
it was upon deliberation refolved, in the time of Henry 
the Eighth, when the French brought a great navy on 
the Englifh fhore. 

For the land fight, there were placed on the foutn 
fhore twenty thoufand : and two armies befides were 
muftered of the choiccft mm for war. The one 0/ thelc 
which confifted of 1000 hoi fc, and twenty-two thoufand 
foot, was commanded by the earl of Lciceftcr, and en- 
camped at Tilbury, on the fide of the Thames. For the 
enemy was refolved full to let upon London. Ine 
other army was commanded by the lord Hunl'don 
filling of thirty-four thoufand foot, and t 
horfe to guard the queen. 

The lord Grey, fir Francis Knowlcs, fir John N 
fir Richard Bingham, fir Roger Williams, n.en tame* •>>;. 
known for military cxpeiicnce, were chofen to confci 
the land fight. Thefe commanders thought fit that au 
thofe places fhould be fortified, with men and ammuni- 
tion, which lycre commodious to land in, either out ( 
Spain or out of Flanders, as Milford- Haven, Fa-lnioiUJ. 
Plymouth, Portland, the J tic of Wight, Portimouth, 
the open iide of Kent called: the Downs, the 1 harries 
mouth, Harwich, Yarmouth, Hull, &c. That tinn- 
ed foldiers through all the maritime provinces fliou>° 
meet upon warning given, to defend the places, t • 
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they fhould, by their beft means, hinder the enemy from 
landing; and if they did happen to land, then they were 1 
todefhoy the fruits of the country all about, and fpoil 
every thing that might be of any ufe to the enemy, that > 
fo they might find no more victuals than what they j 
brought with them. And that by continual alarms the 
enemy fhould find no reft day or night. But they fhould 
not try any battle, until divers captains were met toge- 
ther with their companies. That one captain might be 
named in every fhire which might command. 

Two years before, the duke of Parma confideririg 
how hard a matter it was to end the Belgic war, fo 
long as it was continually nourifhed and fuppdrted with 
aid from the queen, he moved for a treaty of price, by 
the means of lir James Croft; one of the privy council, a 
man defirous of peace, and Andrew Loe, a Dutchman, 
and profeffed that"the Spaniard had delegated. authority 
to him for this purpofe. But the queen fearing that the 
friendfhip between her and the confederate princes 
might be diffolved, and that fo they might fecretly be 
drawn to the Spaniard, fhe deferred that treaty for fome 
time. But 'now, that the wars on both fides prepared 
might be turned away ; fhe was content to treat of 
peace; but fo, as ftill holding the weapons in her 

For this purpofe, in February, delegates were Tent in- 
to Flanders, the earl of Derby, the lord Cobham, fir 
janies Crofi',' doctor Dale, and doctor Rogers. Thefe 
were received with all humaniry on the duke's behalf, 
and they prefently fent doctor Dale to him, that a place 
might be appointed for their treating! and that they 
might fee the authority delegated to him by the Spanifh 
king. He appointed the place near to Offend^ not in 
Oftcnd; which at that time was held by the Englifli 
again tt the Spaniih king. His authority delegated, he 
promifed then to flievv, when they were once met toge- 
ther. He wifhed them to make good fpced in the bufi- 
nefs, left fomewhat might fall out in the meantime which 
might trouble the motions of peace. Richardotus fpoke 
fomewhat more plainly, That he knew not what in this 
interim fhould be done againft England. 

Not long after, doctor Rogers was fent to the prince, 
by an exprefs cornmandment from the queen, to know 
the truth, whether the Spaniard had refolved to invade 
England, which he and Richardotus feemed to fignify. 
He affirmed, that he did not fo much as think of the in- 
valion of England, when he wifhed that the bufinefs 
might proceed with fpeed : and was in a manner of- 
fended with Richardotus, who denied that fuch words 
fell from him. • 

The 1 2th of April, the count Aremberg, Cham- 
pigny, Richardotus, doctor Maefius, and Gamier, de- 
legated from the prince of Parma, met with the Englifh, 
snd yielded to them the honour both in walking and fit- 
ting. And when they affirmed that the duke had full 
authority to treat of peace, the Englifh moved, that firft 
a truce might be made. Which they denied ; alledging 
that that thing mult needs be hurtful to the Spaniards, 
who had for fix months maintained a great army, 
which might not be difmiffed upon a truce, but upon 
an abfolute peace. The Englifh urged, that a truce was 
promifed before they came into Flanders. The Spa- 
niard againft that held, That fix months fince a truce was 
P 11 fed : which they granted, but was not admitted. 
Neither was it in the queen's power to undertake a 
truce for Holland and Zealand, who daily attempted 
hoflility. The Englifh moved intrant ly, that the truce, 
"light be general -for all the queen's territories, and for 
•he kingdom of Scotland : but they would have it but 
'or four Dutch towns which were in the queen's hands; 
that is, Oftend, Flufhing, Bergen-up-Zoom, and the 
*iel ; and thefe only during the treating, and twenty 
wy s after ; and that in the meantime it might be law- 
'ul for the queen to invade Spain, or for the Spaniards '. 
Jo invade England, either from Spain or Flanders. At ; 
'*ir> when the Englifli could not obtain an armiftice, ; 
and could' by no means fee the charter by which' 
tne duke of Parma was authorifed to treat of peace 
th ey propofed thefe things, that the ancient leagues, 
D «ween the :: kings of England' and the -dukes of 



Burgundy might be renewed and confirmed ; that all 
the Dutch might fully enjoy their own privileges; that 
with freedom of confciencc they might fcrve God ; than 
fhe Spanifh and foreign fold iers might be put out of 
Holland, that neither the Dutch nor their neighbouring 
nations might fear them. If thefe things might be 
granted, the queen would come to equal conditions con- 
cerning the towns which now the held (that all might 
knowj thnt fhe took up arms not for her own gain, but 
for the neceflary defence both of herfclf and of the 
Dutch), fo that the money which is owing therefore be 
repaid: To which they anfwered. That for renewing 
the old leagues there fhould be no difficulty, when they 
might have a friendly conference of that thing. That 
concerning the privileges of the Dutch, there was no 
caufe.why foreign princes fhould take care, which pri- 
vileges were moft favourably granted not only to pro- 
vinces and towns reconciled, but even to fuch as by 
force of arms are brought into, fubjection. That fo- 
reign fbldiers were held upon urgent necefiity, fince ' 
Holland, England, and France, Were all in arms. 

Touching thofe tow ns taken from the king of Spain, 
and the repaying of the money, they anfwered, That 
the Spaniards might demand as many myriads of crowns 
to 'be -from the queen repaid them, as the Belgic war 
hath toff fince the time that (he hath' favoured' arid 
protected the Dutch againft them. ' ■ : >■"' 

At this- time, doctor Dale, by tire 1, queen's command; 
going to the duke of Paima, gently expoftulated with 
him; touching a book printed there, fet out lately by 
cardinal Allen, wherein he exhorts the nobles and people 
of England and Ireland to join themfelVes to the king 
of Spaing forces, under the conduct of the prince. of 
Parma, for the execution of the fenten'ce of pope Sixtus' 
V. agairlft the queen, declared by his bull ; in which file 
is declared an heretic, illegitimate, cruel againft Mary 
queeVi of Scots, and her fiibjects were commanded to 
help Parma agairift her: 'Tor at that time a great number 
of thofe bulls and books were printed at. Antwerp to. be 
difperfed through England. The duke denied that he had 
fecn fuch a bull or book, neither would he do any thing 
by the pope's authority ; as for his own king, him he 
muft obey. Yet, he faid, he fo revered the queen for 
her princely virtues, that after the king of Spain, he 
offered all fcrvice to her. That he had perfuaded the 
king of Spain to yield to this treaty of peace, which is 
more profitable to England than Spain: for if they fhould 
be overcome, they would eafily repair their lofs, but if 
you be overcome, the kingdom is loth 

To whom Dale replied, That our queen was fuffi- 
ciently furnifhed with forces to defend the kingdom. 
That a kingdom will not eafily be gotten by the events 
,of one battle, feeing the king of Spain in fo long a 
; war is not able to recover his ancient patrimony in the 
Netherlands. 

Well, quoth the duke, be it fo, thefe things are in 
God's hands. 

After this the delegates contended among themfelves 
by mutual replications, weaving and unweaving the 
fame web. The Englifh were earneft in this, That 
freedom of religion might be granted at ieafl for two 
years to the confederate princes. They anfwered, That 
as the king of Spain had not intreated that for Englifh 
catholics, fo they hoped the queen in her wifdom 

' would not iptreat any thing of the king of Spain, which 
might (land againft his honour, his oath, and his con- 
Then they demanded the money due from the ftates of 
Brabant; it was anfwered, That the money was lent 
without the king's knowledge ; but let the account be 
taken, how much the money was, and how much the 

, king hath fpent in thefe wars, and then it may appear 
who flibuld look for repayment. 

Thus the Englifli were from time to time put off, 

: until the Spanifh fleet was come near the Englifh fhore, 
and the noife of guns was heard from fea. Then had 

. they leave to depart, and were by the delegates honour- 
ably brought to the borders of Calais. The duke of 

! Parma had in the meantime brought all his forces to the 
jfca fliore. 
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Thus this conference came to nothing; undertaken 
by the queen, as the wifer then thought, to avert the 
Spanifli fleet ; continued by the Spaniard that he might 
upprefs the queen, being as he fuppofed unprovided, 
and not expecting the danger. So both of them tried 
to ufe time to their bed advantages. 

In fine, the Spanifli fleet, well furnifhed with men, 
ammunition, engines, and all warlike preparations, the 
belt indeed that ever was feen upon the ocean, called 
by that arrogant title, The Invincible Armada, con- 
lilted of 130 fhips, wherein there -w ere in all 19,290. 
Mariners 8350. Chained rowers 11,080. Great ord- 
nance 11,630. The chief commander was Perezius 
Gufmannus, duke of Medina Sidonia ; and under him 
Joannes Martinus Ricaldus, a man of great experience 
in lea affairs. 

The 30th of May they loofed out of the river Tagus, 
and bending their courfe to the Groin, in Gallicia, 
they were beaten and fcattered by a temped:: three gal- 
lics, by the help of David Gwin, an Englifh fervant.and 
by peifidioufnefs of Turks which rowed, were carried 
away into France. The fleet with much ado after fome 
days came to the Groin and other harbours near adjoin- 
ing. The report was, that the fleet was fo fliaken with 
this tempeft, that the queen was perfuaded, that fhe was 
not to expccT: that fleet this year. And fir Francis Wal- 
fingham, fecretary, wrote to the lord admiral, that he- 
might fend back four of the greateft mips, as if the war 
had been ended. But the lord admiral did not eafily 
give credit to that report; yet with a gentle anfwer in- 
treated him to believe nothing hartily in fo important a 
matter : as alfo that he might be permitted to keep thofe 
mips with him which he had, though it were upon his 
own charges. And getting a favourable wind, made 
fail towards Spain, to furprife the enemy's damaged 
Imps in their harbours. When he was dole in with the 
coaft of Spain, the wind fhifting, and he being charged 
to defend the Englifh fhore, fearing that the enemies 
might unfecn by the fame wind fail for England, he re- 
turned unto Plymouth. 

Now with the fame wind, the 12th of July, the 
duke of Medina with his fleet departed from the Groin. 
And after a few days he fent Rodericus Telius into 
Flanders, to advertife the duke of Parma, giving him 
warning that the fleet was approaching, and therefore he 
was to make himfelf ready. For Medina's commiffion 
was to join himfelf with the fliips and foldiers of Parma; 
and under the protection of his fleet, to bring them 
into England, and to land his land forces upon the 
Thames fide. 

The fixtecnth day (faith the relator), there was a great 
calm, and a thick cloud was upon the fea till noon: then 
the north-wind blowing roughly; and again the weft- 
wind till midnight, and after that the eaft ; the Spanifh 
navy was fcattered, and hardly gathered together until 
they came within fight of England, the nineteenth day 
of July. Upon which day the lord admiral was certi- 
fied by Flemming (who had been a pirate) that the Spa- 
nifh fleet was entered into the Englifh fea, which the 
mariners call the channel, and was defcried near to the 
Lizard. The lord admiral brought forth the Englifh 
fleet into the fea, but not without great difficulty, by 
the fkill, labour, and alacrity of the foldiers and mari- 
ners, every one labouring; yea, the lord admiral him- 
felf put his hand to this work. 

The next day the Englifli fleet viewed the Spanifh 
fleet coming along like towering caftles in heighth, her 
front crooked like the fafhion of the moon, the wings 
of the fleet were extended one from the other about 
(even miles, or as fome fay eight miles afunder, failing 
with the labour of the winds, the ocean as it were 
groaning under it ; their fail was but flow, and yet at 
full fail before the wind. ' The Englifli were willing 
to let them hold on their courfe, and when they were 
palled by, got behind them, and fo got to windward 

Upon the 21ft of July, the lord admiral of England 
ftnr a cutter before, called the Deliance, to denounce 
the battle by firing off pieces. And being himfelf in 
r!:e Royal-Arch (the Englifh admiral fhip,), he began the 



engagement with a fliip which he took, to be the .*,„,„;,•. 
admiral, but w hich w as the (bip of Alfonia.s '"{,,;"" 
Upon that he expended much ihot. Prelentf. lG4' 
Hawkins, and Forbifhcr, came in upon the rear 01 ^' 
Spaniards, which Ricaldus commanded. Upon 
they thundered. Ricaldus endeavoured as mueh aT'"" 
him lay, to keep his men to their quarters, bm all ' 
vain, until his fliip much beaten and battered 'with n UI ,.' 
fliot Hardly recovered the fleet. Then the duke j"f 
Medina gathered together his fcattered fleet, and fctti:-. 
more fail, held on his courfe- Indeed they could do no 
other, for the Englifli had gotten the advantage of the 
wind, and their fliips being much ealier managed, and 
ready with incredible celerity to come upon the enemy 
with a full courfe, and then to tack and retack, and be 
on every fide at their pleafure. After a long fight, and 
each of them had taken a trial of ..their courage' the 
lord admiral thought proper to continue the fight no 
longer, becaufe there were forty fliips more, which were 
then abfent, and at that very time were coming out of 
Ply mouth Sound. 

The night following, the St. Catherine, a Spanifli 
fliip, being fadly torn in the battle, was" taken' into the 
mi dir. of the fleet to be repaired. Here a great Carita- 
brian fliip, of Oqucnda, wherein was the treafurcr of the 
camp, by force of gunpowder took lire, vet it was 
quenched in time- by the fliips that came to. help her. Of. 
thefe which came to ailill the fired fhip, one was a galeon, 
commanded by Petrus Waldez ; the fore-yard of the 
galeon was caught in the rigging of another fhip, and 
carried away. This was taken by Drake, who lent 
Waldez to Dartmouth, and a great fum of money, viz. 
55,000 ducats, which he diftributed among the foldicr* 
This Waldez coming into Drake's prefenee, killed his 
hand, and told him they 'had all refolved to die, if they 
had not been fo happy as to fall into his hands, whom 
they knew to be noble. That night he was appointed 
to fet forth a light, but neglected it; and fome German 
merchant fliips coming by that night, he thinking them 
to be enemies, followed them fo far, that the Fiiglilh 
fleet lay to all night becaufe they could fee no light let 
forth. Neither did he nor the reft of the fleet find the 
admiral until the next evening. The admiral all the 
night proceeding with the Bear, and the Mary Role, 
carefully followed the Spaniards with watchfulnefs. The 
duke was bulled in ordering his fquadron. Alfonfus Leva 
was commanded to join the firft and laft divifions. 
Every fhip had it's proper ftation afugncd according to 
that prefcribed form which was appointed in Spain; it 
was prefent death to any who forfook his ftation. This 
done, he fent Gliclius, and Anceani, to Parma, which 
might declare to them in what fituation they were, and 
left that Canrabrian fhip of Oqucnda to the wind and fea, 
having taken out the money and mariners, and put them 
on board of other fliips. Vet it feemed that he had not 
care for all : for that fliip the fame day with fifty 
mariners, and foldiers wounded, and half burned, foil 
into the hands of the Englifli, and was carried to 
Weymouth. 

The 23d of the fame month, the Spaniards having a 
favourable north wind tacked towards the Englifli; but 
they being more expert in the management of their lliips. 
tacked like-wife and kept the advantage they had gained, 
keeping the Spaniards to leeward, till at lafl the fight 
became general on both fides. They' fought awhile 
confufedly with variable fuccefs: whillt on the one iidc 
the Englifli with great courage delivered the London 
fliips which were inclofed about by the Spaniards: and 
on the other fide the Spaniards by valour freed Ricaldus 
from the extreme danger he was in : great and many 
were the explofions which by the continual firing of great 
guns were heard this day. But the lofs (by the good 
providence of God) fell upon the Spaniards, their fhips 
being fo high that the (hot went over our Englifh fl»P s i 
and the Englifli having fuch a fair mark at their large 
fliips never ihot in vain. During this engagement, Cock, 
an Englifliman, being furrounded by the Spanifli fhips. 
could not be recovered, but perifhed ; however, with gi" ( 
honour he revenged himfelf. Thus a long time the 
Englifh fliips with great agility were fomctimcs upon the 
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Spaniards, giving them the fire of one fide, and then 
ot the other, and prefentiy were off again, and flill 
kept the fea, to make thcmfelves ready to come in again. 
Whereas the Spanifh fhips being of great burthen were 
troubled and hindered, and flood to be the marks for the 
fjiglifh fhot. for all that, the Englifh admiral would 
not permit his people ro board their fhips, becaufe they 
had fuch a number of foldiers on board, which he had 
n ot ; their ihips were many in number, and greater 
higher, that if they had come to grapple as fome would 
have had it, the Knglifli being much lower than the 
Spanifh fhips, muff needs have had the worfl of them 
that fought from the higher fhips. And if the Eriglifh 
had been overcome, the lofs would have been greater 
than the victory could have been ; for our being < 
come would have put the kingdom in hazard. 

The 24th day of July, they gave over fighting on both 
fides. The admiral fent fome fmall barks to the Eng- 
hih fliore, for a fupply of provifions, and divided his 
•whole fleet into four fquadrons ; the firft whereof he 
took under his own command, the next was commanded 
by Drake, the third by Hawkins, and the laft by For- 
bilher. And he appointed out of every fquadron cer- 
tain little fhips, which on divers fides might fet upon the 
Spaniards in the night, but a fudden calm took them, 
fo that expedient was without effeft. 

The 25th, the Sr. Anne, a galleon of Portugal, 
being able to keep up with the reft, was attacked by 
fome' I'ma! 1 Engl 1 Ih fhips. To whofe aid came in Leva, 
and Didacus Telles Enriqucs, with three galeaffcs: which 
the admiral, and the lord Thomas Howard, efpying, 
made all the fail rliey couU! againft the galeafles, but the 
calm continuing, they were obliged to be towed along 
with their boats : as foon as they reached the galeaffcs, 
they began to play away fo fiercely with their great guns, 
that with much danger and great lofs, they hardly rcco- 
. vercd their galleon. '1 he Spaniards reported that the 
Spanifh admiral was rhat day in the rear of their fleet, 
which being come nearer the Englifh fhips than before, 
got terribly mattered with their great guns, many men 
were killed aboard, and her marts laid over the fide. 
The Sp.milli admiral ancr this, in company withRical- 
dus, and others, attacked the Englifh admiral, who hav- 
iii£ the advantage of the wind fuddenly tacked, and 
efcaped. The Spaniards holding on their courfe again, 
lent 10 the duke of Parma, that with all poffiblc fpecd 
hcfhould join his fhips with the king's fleet. Thcfe 
things the Englifh knew not, who write that they had 
carried away the lanthorn from one of the Spanifh 
ihips, the ftem from another, and fore mauled the third, 
very much difabling her. ■ The Non-Parigly, and the 
Mary Rofc fought a w hile with the Spaniards ; and the 
Triumph being in danger, other fhips came in good 
time to help her. 

The next day, the lord admiral knighted the lord 
Thomas Howard, the lord Sheffield, Roger Townfend, 
John Hawkins, and Martin Forbifher, for their valour 
in the lair engagement. After this, they agreed not 
to attack the enemy until they came into the ftreights 
of Calais, where Henry Seimor, and William Winter, 
waited for their coming. Thus with a fair gale the 
Spanifh fleet went forward, and the Englifh followed. 
This great Spanilh Armada was fo far from being 
otccmed invincible in the opinion of the Englifh, 
that many young men and gentlemen, in hope to be 
partakers of a famous vicTory againft the Spaniards, 
provided fhips at their own cxpences, and joined them- 
felves to the Englifh fleet; among whom were the carls 
°* EfTex, Northumberland, and Cumberland, Thomas 
and Robert Cecil, Henry Brooks, William Hatton, 
Robert Cary, Ambrofe Willoughby, Thomas Gerard, 
Arthur Gorge, and other gentlemen of good note and 
quality. . 

The feven-and-twentieth day at even, the Spaniards 
«it anchor near to Calais, being admonifhed by their 
iKilful Teamen, that if they went any further, they might 
pe in danger, through the force of the tide, to be driven 
lr "o the north ocean. Near to them lay the Englifh 
admiral with his fleet within a great gun's fhot. To the 
wmiral, Seimor and Winter now join their fhips ; fo 
No. 63. 



that now there were an hundred and forty fhips in the 
Englifh fleet, able and well furniflied for' lighting, for 
failing, and every thing clfe which was requifite: and 
yet there were but fifteen of thcfe w hich bore the heat of 
the battle, and repulfed the enemy. The Spaniard, as 
often as he had done before, fo now with great earneft- 
nefs fent to the duke of Parma, to fend forty fly-boats, 
without which they could not Tight with the Englifh, be- 
caufe of the greatncTs and flowncfs of their fhips, and 
the agility of the Englifh ; and intieating hirp by all 
means now to come to fea with his army, which army- 
was now to be protedlc-d as it were under the wings of 
the Spanifh Armada, until they fhould land in England. 

But the duke was unprovided, and could not come 
out at an inftant. The broad fhips with flat bottoms 
being then full of chinks mutt be mended. Victuals 
wanted and mufl be provided. The mariners being 
long kept againft their wills, began to fhrink away. 
The ports of Dunkirk and Newport, by which he muff, 
bring his army to the Tea, were now fo befct with the 
ftrong fhips of Holland and Zealand, which were fur- 
niflied with great and fmall ammunition, that he vt 
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own apparent deftruction, and cart himfclf and his 
wilfully into a headlong danger. Yet he omitted 
nothing that might be done, being a man eager and 
induflnous, and inflamed with a deiire of overcoming 
England. 

But queen Elizabeth's providence and care prevented 
both the diligence of this man, and the credulous hope 
of the Spaniard : for by he r command the next day the 
admiral took eight or their worlt fhips, charging the 
ordnance therein up to the mouth with fmall fhot, nails, 
and rtones, and dreffed them with wild fire, pitch and 
rofin, and filled them full of brimrtone and fome other 
matter lit for fire, and thcfe being Tet on fire by the ma- 
nagement of Young and Prowf'e, were fecretly in the 
night, by the help of the w ind, fet full upon the Spanifh 
fleet, which on Sunday the feventh of Auguft they fenc 
in among them as they lay at anchor. 
. When the Spaniards faw them come near, the flame 
giving light all over the fca s they fuppofing thofe 
fhips, befides the danger of fire, to have been alfo fur- 
niflied with deadly engines, to make horrible defiruc- 
tion among them; lifting up a moft hideous cry, fome 
pull up anchors, fome for hafte cut their cables, they fet 
up their fails, they apply their oars, and flricken with 
extreme terror, in great hafte they fled moft confufedly. 
Among them the Pretorian Galleafs floating upon the 
feas, her rudder being broken, in great danger and fear 
drew towards Calais, and flicking in the fand was taken 
by Amias Prefton, Thomas Gerard, and Harvey ; Hugh 
Mbncada the governor was flain, the foldiers and mari- 
ners were either killed or drowned ; in her there was 
found great ftore of gold, which fell to be the prey of 
the Englifh. The fhip and ordnance went to the gover- 
nor of Calais. 

-The Spaniards report, that the duke, when he faw 
the fire-fhips coming, commanded all the fleet to heave 
up their anchors, but fo as the danger being part, every 
fhip might return again to his ftation : and he him- 
felf returned, giving a fign to the reft by fhooting off a 
gun; which was heard but by a few, for they were far 
off fcattered, fome into the open ocean, fome through 
fear were driven upon the fhailows of the coaft of 
Flanders. 

Over againft Graveling the Spanifh fleet began to ga- 
ther themfelves together. But upon them came Drake 
and Fenner, and battered them with great ordnance : to 
thefc : Fenton, Southwel, Beeflon, Crofs, Riman, and 
prefentiy after the lord admiral, Thomas Howard, and 
Sheffield, came in and all joined together. The duke 
Medina, Leva, Oquenda, "Ricaldus, and others with 
much ado getting themfelves out of the fhailows fuftain- 
ed the Englifh force as well as they might, until moft 
of their fhips were pierced and torn ; the galleon St. 
Matthew, governed by Diego Pimcntellus, coming to 
aid Francis Toletan, being in the St. Philip, was pierced 
and fhaken with the reiterated fhots of Seimor and Win- 
and driven to Oflcnd, and was at laft taken by the 
8 T Flufh- 
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Fluihingcrs. The St. Philip came to the like end : fo 
did the galleon of Bifcay and divers others. 
. The laft day of this month, the Spandlh fleet ftriving 
to recover the Hreights again, werexlriven towards Zea- 
land. The Englifh left off purfuing them, as the Spani- 
ards thought, becaufe they favv them in a manner call: 
away; for they could not avoid the (hallows of Zealand. 
But the wind turning, they got them out of the {hal- 
lows, and then began to confult what were belt for them 
to do. By common confent they refolved to return into 
Spain by the Northern Jeas, for they wanted many ne- 
ceffaries, efpccially fhot, their Ihips were torn, and they 
had no hope that the duke of Parma could bring forth 
his forces/ And fo they took the fea, and followed the 
courfe toward the North. The Englifh navy followed, 
and fometimcs the Spanifh turned upon the Englifh, in- 
fomuch that it was thought by many that they would 
turn back again. 

Qiieen Elizabeth caufed an army to encamp at Til- 
bury, a place by the fea fide upon the river of Thames. 
After the army was come thither, her majefty, to (hew 
her own courage, and for the comfort of her people, 
went in perfon to vifit the camp, which then lay between 
the city of London and the fea, under the charge of the 
carl of Leicefter, where placing hcrfelf between the 
enemy and her city, fhe viewed her army, paffing through 
it divers times, and lodging in the borders" of it, returned 
again and dined in the army. Firft viewing from place 
to place the people as they were by their countries lodg- 
ed and quartered by their feveral camps. Afterwards 
when they were all reduced into battle, prepared as it 
were for fight, fhe rode round about with a leader's ftaff, 
in her hand, only accompanied with the general, and 
three or foiir others attending upon her : but yet to 
fhew her fiate, (I well marked it) fhe had the fword car- 
ried before her by the earl of Ormond. There fhe 
wag generally faluted with fhouts, with all tokens of love, 
obedience, arid readinefs to fight for her,- as the like 
hath feldom been feen in an army. All which tended 
to fnew a marvellous concord, and mutual love between 
a, queen and her fubjects ; which fhe requited with very 
princely thanks. 

. I cpulctanlarge thedefcription hereof with many more 
particulars of mine own observation (fays the author), 
fqr-I. wandered, as many others did, from place to place, 
ajl the .day, and never heard a word fpoke of her, but in 
praifing her for her .(lately perfon and princely behavi- 
our, in, praying for her long life, and earneffly. defining, 
to, venjture their lives for her fafety. In, her prcfence 
they &ng,pfalrns of pra^fe, to Almighty Giddy for which 
flieigreatly commended them, .and...dc.yp.utly praifed 
God with them. This that I write you. nna-y. be fure I 
do not with. any. comfort, but to give you thefe man.ifeft 
arguments, that neither this queen <4idi^ifcontent her 
pepple,.npr her people (hew any difcontent. in. any thing 
they "■; we're commanded to dp, for her fervi'ce, as hereto^-, 
fore hath been imagined.. . .? 

Thi,s account was related by a popifh Jpy, in a letter 
v$i£tcn here in England to Mendea.. The copy pfj 
wbiQh letter was found upon Richard Leigh, a feminary 
pi;teft, in French and' Englifh : which prieft was ( exe T 
cgted for high treafon whilft the Spanifh Armada ,was.at 

fea. ■■ . . : 

The fame day whereon the laft fight. was, the duke, 
of Pawna, after his vowsjoffetjed to the lady of Halla, 
camefomcwhat late to Dunkirk, and was recciyed:with 
yer-^ eppprobripus language by the Spaniards, as if -.in 
favour of 'queen Elizabeth, he had . flipped the faireft- 
opportunity- that could be to do the fervice.. He, tps 
rna^e fpme.fatisfa.clion, nilhed the purveyors that had: 
rjpt..made provifipn pf bieer, bread, &c. which was not.. 
ViSiflsWly nor embarked, fecretly frniling at the infolence 
qf tj»e Spaniards, when, he heard them bragging, that 
wha*;,way fpever they came upon England, *hey would 
have an. undoubted victory;, that the Englifh were not 
able to -endure the fight of them. Ber.nardinus Men- 
doza did indeed by books in France finga foolifh and 
triumphant .fpng.bpCore the victory. The Englifh ad- 
miral' appointed Se.knor and /the Hollanders to watch 
upqn. (he .cpaft of Flanders, that the duke- of P-errna 



(hould not come out ; whilft he himfclf ciofe follow j. 
the Spaniards until they were part Edinburgh Frith 

The Spaniards feeing all hopes fail, fled amain - an 4 
fo this great navy, being three years preparing with 'area* 
expence, was within one month overthrown, and aft,, 
many were killed, being chafed again,- was driven abo 
all England by Scotland, the Orcades, and Ireland' I 
toffed and damaged with tempefts, much riimini(h c d' 
and went home without glory. There were not an h.m' 
died men of the Englifh loir, and but one (hip. Where" 
upon money was coined with a navy fleeing awav in f u fl 
fail, with this tnlcription, Venit, Vtdit, b'ugit. " Others 
were coined with the ihips on fire, the navy confounrk/ 
in honour of the queen, infenbed, Dux Ptemina Fall! 
As they fled, it is certain that many of their (hips were 
caft away upon the fhores of Scotland and Ireland. 
Above feven hundred foldiers and mariners were caft 
away upon the Scouiih (bore, who at the duke of P ar _ 
ma's interceffion with the Scotch king, the queen of 
England confenting, were after a year fent into Flanders 
But they that were caft upon the Irifh fhore came to 
more miferable fortunes t for fome were killed by the 
wild Irifh, and others were deflroyed for fear they 
(hould join themfelvcs with the wild Irifh (which 
cruelty queen Elizabeth much condemned), and the reft 
being alraid, fick, and hungry, with their difabled 
(hips, committed thcmfclves to the fea, and many were 
drowned. 

The queen went to public thankfgiving in St. Paul's 
church, accompanied by a glorious train of nobility 
. through the ftreeis of London, which were hung with 
blue cloth, the companies ftanding on both fides in their 
liveries; the banners that were taken from the enemies 
were fpread ; fhe heard the fcrmon, and public thanks 
were rendered unto God with great joy. This public 
joy was augmented when fir Robert Sidney returned 
from Scotland, and brought from the king afliiranccs 
of his noble mind and afteaion to the queen, and to 
religion ; which as in fincerity he had cftablifhed, fo he 
purpofed to maintain with all his power. Sir Robert 
Sidney was fent to him when the Spanifh fleet was com- 
ing, to congratulate and return thanks for his great 
affection towards the maintenance of the common 
caufe; and to declare how ready (lie would be to help 
hjnvif the Spaniards (hould land in Scotland ; and that 
' he might recal to memory with what ftrange ambition 
: the Spaniards had gaped for all Britain, urging the 
pope to excommunicate him, to the end that he might 
. be thruft from the kingdom of Scotland, and from the 
fuccedion in England : and to give him notice of the 
: threatening pf Mendoza, ,and the pope's nuncio, who 
: threatened, his ruin if they could effect, it j and there- 
: fore warned turn to take fpecial heed to the Scottifh 

P The king pleafafttly anfwered, That he looked for no 
,' o.thpr .benefit, from the Spaniards, than that which Poly- 
j phenjus prpmifed tp Ulyfles, to. devour him laft after his 
m fe.ljpws were devoured. 

1 To, clofe up this whole relation, hear what Theodore 
Beza fays in bis congratulatory verfes written in Latin, 
and fent to her majefty : the, effect of which in Englifli 
is, -this.:. . 

WITH navy huge the Spaniard proud 
The Englifh feas had fpread, 
And. all to fet the Englifh crown 

. -Upoiv,the Spanifh bead.. 
And would ypu gladly underftand. - 
... - . The caufe- of all this rout, 
Ambition firft did lay the plot, 

And lucre brought them out. 
How well this pride thus puffed up, 

A puff did overthrow : 
And f welling wave fuch fwelling wights* 

How well did overflow. 
How well that warrior of mankind, 

That cruel Spaniih wolf, 
Was toft and tumbled up and dawn 
Within the ocean gulph. 
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And you. for whom both all the wind 

And all the waters fight ; 
O noble queen, of all the world 

The only true delight, 
Go forward ftill to rule for God; 

Ambition lay afidc ; 
Go forward Hill for Chrift his flock 

In bounty to provide. 
That thou may'lt England govern long, 

Long England thee enjoy, 
As veil a love unto the good, 

As to the bad annoy. 

From Geneva, befieged by the duke of Savoy, the 
12th day of Auguft, 1589. 

Your majefty's moft humble fervant, 

Theodore Beza. 



Ah AccoUNt of the Discovery of the GUNPOWDER 
TREASON, in the Year 1605, in the Reign of King 
JAMES I. 

WHILST every thing feemed to procure king 
James a quiet and peaceable reign, the devil 
envying the happinefs of the Englifli, infpired fomc of 
his agents with one of the moft horrible plots that ever 
was heard of. I mean the gunpowder-trcafon plot, 
which has made fo much noife in the world, and of 
which I fhall relate the particulars without any ex- 

^Th'e chief perfons concerned in this hcllifh contri- 
vance were, Robert Cateiby, a gentleman of Northamp- 
tonfliire; Thomas Percy, the earl of Northumberland's 
coufin, John Grant, Ambrofe Rockwood, John and 
Chriftopher Wright, Francis Trefham, Guy Fawkes, 
lir Evcrard Digby, Robert and Thomas Winter, Tho- 
mas Bates, and Robert Keyes : fome of thefe consulting 
together how they might reftore the popifh religion in 
England, Percy, one of the moft zealous, propofed to 
kill the king, and offered to perform it himfelf. To 
whom Catefby anfwered, That if the king was taken 
oft there were fhll two young princes and princefles, 
with the greateft part of the nobility and gentry, de- 
voted to the proteftant religion ; and unlefs thefe were 
involved in the fame fate with the king, they fhould ren- 
der their condition rather worfe than better, by attempt- 
ing his majefty's life only. He propofed therefore the 
blowing up the king, queen, and prince, with both the 
houfes of lords and commons, at the next affembly of 
the parliament, when the king fliould come to the 
houfe, and make his fpeech there, at the opening of the 
feflions ; which being approved by the reft as a moft 
glorious undertaking, it was refolved to put it into exe- 
cution ; only fome, fcrupling the lawfulnefs of commit- 
ting fo terrible a (laughter on a religious account, they 
agreed, before they proceeded in it, to demand the 
opinion of their confeflbrs ; whereupon Henry Garnet, 
the fuperior, with OfwaldTefmond and John Gerard, two 
other priefts of the Jefuits order, were confulted : who 
did not only declare the enterprife lawful, but applauded 
the defign as juft, and even pious ; fince it was to be 
executed upon excommunicated heretics. 

Then an oath of fecrecy was taken by the confpira- 
tors j and' mafs being cekbrated by Gerard, they alfo 
took the facrament to be true to each other, and pro-' 
mote the plot with all their powers j after which, Percy 
took a houfe adjoining to the houfe of lords, front 
whence they propofed to dig a inine under it, which 
would contain a fufficient quantity of gunpowder to 
Wow lip the whole building ; and they began to work on 
weir mine about ; Chrirtmas 1604. But the parliament " 
being prorogued, firft to February, then to October, 
again to the 5th of November, 1605, they had 
time enough, or rather too much, to effect their defign, 
though they were obliged to dig through the foundation 
I « a very thick wall. When the confpirators had almoft 
conquered this difficulty, they were furprifed to hear a 
"we and the talking of people near the place where 
my were at work* and began to conclude they were dis- 



covered 5 but fending out Guy Fawkes for intelligence, 
he brought them word, that the voices they had heard 
were in an adjoining cellar, where coals were expofed to 
fale; that it was exactly under the houfe of lords, and 
now offered to be let. Whereupon Percy went imme- 
diately and hired it, putting thirty-fix barrels of gun- 
powder into it, which he imported from Holland, and 
covered them with coals and faggots. 

Haying made this provifion for their grand defign, it 
was confidered, that though the king and prince might 
be taken off by this means, yet the duke of York and 
the princefs Elizabeth would be out of their power; and 
consequently the fuccefs of their enterprise muft ftill be 
very doubtful : but Percy being one of the band of pen- 
fioners, and well acquainted with the palace, undertook 
to fecure the duke of York; and it was looked upon as 
no difficult matter to furprife the princefs, who refided 
at the lord Harrington's, in Warwicklhire, under a pre- 
tence of a hunting match. It was next conlidcred, 
what money and horfes they could raife towards effecting 
their purpofc : whereupon Digby promifed fifteen hun- 
dred pounds, Trefham two hundred, Percy the rents 
of Northumberland, which he was empowered to re- 
ceive, and computed they would amount to 4000I. He 
alfo engaged to provide ten horfis from the fame quar- 
ter; and the reft of the confpirators promifed to raife 
what money and troops they could, that they might be 
able to make a ftand, and encourage their friends to take 
arms in defence of their religion, when the great blow 
was given. It was debated alfo, whether they fhould 
require the affiftance of any princes of their communion ; 
hut it was thought ncceffary to defer this till after the 
fact was committed, left the plot fhould be difcovercd by 
being communicated to too many. And it was refolved 
to proclaim the princefs Elizabeth queen, when they had 
affembled their troops, a proclamation being drawn up 
with this view, in which they made no mention of the 
intended alteration of religion; this being agreed to be 
deferred till their forces fhould be joined by fome of the 
catholic powers. In the mean time, they refolved to 
charge the Puritans with the deftrudlion that Was in- 
tended : and it is fuppofed, they defigned to affaifinate 
the duke of York, by their promifing to proclaim the 
princefs Elizabeth. 

Thus had the confpirators formed their fcheme, and 
proceeded fo far in the execution of it, that there re- 
mained litrle more for them to do, than to fet fire to the 
train they had laid for blowing up the king, the queen, 
the prince, the nobility, and the reprefentatives of a 
great and flourifhing people. When, on a fodden, an 
unaccountable fit ofr tendcrnefs feized one of thefe mer- 
cilefs wretches, who, by his endeavouring to refcue a 
friend from this unparallelled deftruction, difcovercd the 
deep-laid defign, which Lucifer only could be the con- 
■ trivcr of. This difcovery was made by the following 
! letter, fent to the lord Monteagle by one of the con- 
< fpirators, about ten days before the meeting of the par- 
liament, viz. 

; A LETTER, 

To the Lord MONTEAGLE. 



My Lord, 

OUT of the love I bear to fome of your friends, I 
have regard to your prefervation ; therefore would 
advife you, as you tender your life, to invent fome ex- 
cule to put off your attendance at this parliament ; for 
God and man have concurred to pctnifti the wickednefs 
of thefe times. Think not flightly of this advice, but 
retire yourfelf into the country, where you may expect 
the event in fafety » for though there be no appearance 
of any ftir, yet, I fay, they fhall receive a terrible 
blow in this parliament, and fhall not fee who hurt 
them. This counfel h not to be contemned^ becaufo it 
may do you good, and can do you no harm, for the dan- 
ger ispaft, as foon as you have burnt the letter: and I 
hope God wilt give you the grace to make good ufe pS 
it. To whole holy protection 1 commit you. 
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His lordfliip carried the letter, the fame evening he 
received it, to fecretary Cecil ; who communicated it 
to fomc other members of the council : but they did not 
think it of that confequence, to make any inquiries 
about the matter, till the king fhould return from Roy- 
fton, where he was gone to hunt,and did not return till the 
Lit day of October The next day this letter was fhewn 
to his majefty; who, upon perufing it, faid, he did not 
think it was to be contemned : to which Cecil anfwered, 
He was of opinion, that it w as written either by a fool 
or a madman, by that expreffion in it, " The danger is 
paft, as foon as you have burnt the letter :" for he ob- 
lervcd, the warning given by it could be of no ufe, if 
the burning the letter would remove the danger: but 
the king interpreted it, That the danger would be over 
in as little time as he could burn the letter ; having great 
regard to that paffage, " They fhould receive a terrible 
blow this parliament," and yet " fhould not fee who 
hurt them." Which fudden blow, he apprehended, 
would be the effect of gun-powder.; and therefore order- 
ed all the cellars, and all other places near the parlia- 
ment-houfe, to be fearched. The earl of Suffolk, who 
was then lord-chamberlain, and whofe proper place it was 
to fee all places prepared for the king's reception, put 
off the fearch till the day before the meeting of parlia- 
ment ; and then, taking the lord Monteagle with him, 
viewed all the rooms about the parliament-houfe, and 
particularly the cellar under the houfe of lords; which 
he found full of wood and coals : and having inquired' 
who it belonged to, was anfwered, to Mr. Percy; who 
being a fervant of his majefty, and one who made fome 
figure at court, the earl returned, and acquainted the 
king in what ftate he found things, without fearching 
further. But the king's fufpicion being rather increafed 
than diminiftied by this report, he ordered all the wood 
and coals in the cellar, already mentioned, to be removed 
forthwith ; and fir Thomas Knevet, a juftice of peace 
for Weftminfter, and gentleman of the privy-chamber, 
was ordered to fee it done, though it was then late at 
night. This gentleman was fo fortunate, as to difcover 
the fix and thirty barrels of powder hidden under the 
coals; he alfo found a man {landing near the place, 
booted and fpurred, with his cloak on, whom he fearch- 
ed, and found upon him a dark lanthorn and three 
matches. This perfon proved to be Guy Fa wkes, one 
of the confpiratorsj who paffed for Percy's man ; who 
feeing their hopeful plot difcovered, fwore, when he 
was apprehended, that had he been found within the 
cellar, he would have blown up himfelf, and them like- 
wife. This difcovery being made, the fecretary and 
the lord-chamberlain immediately acquainted the king 
therewith, who was then in bed ; and the prifoner, being 
examined before the council, was fo far from being in 
any confternation, that he acknowledged the villainous 
defign, took it all upon himfelf, faid his religion and 
confeience prompted him to it, and would name none 
of his accomplices; only obferved, That the devil had 
betrayed a very good defign, and that there was no crime 
in deftroying an heretical king. However, being car- 
ried to the Tower the next day, and threatened with the 
rack, he confeffed the confpiracy, and named his ac- 
complices ; who having fome intimation pf the dif- 
covery, fled into Warwkkfhire ; where fome of his 
friends were preparing to rife in arms, and furprife the 
princefs Elizabeth, according to the fcheme they had 
laid ; and they had actually broke open a ftAble belong- 
ing to one Benock, and feized feven or eight managed 
horfes for their purpofe : but underftanding from their 
friends who fled from London, that the enterprize was 
entirely defeated, they affembled about an hundred horfe, 
and endeavoured to perfuade their brethren the papifts, 
to take arms in the defence of their religion : but nobody 
joining, them, they fled, and were purfued by fir Foulk 
Grevill, deputy-lieutenant of Warwickfhire, and the 
fheriffs of that and the neighbouring counties, till the 
rebels took fhelcer in a houfe, at a place called Holbach, 
in Staffordfhire. Here they endeavoured to: defend' 
themfelves, when a fpark of fire falling into a parcel of 
gunpowder, which they were drying by the fire, blew 
up part of the houfe; whereupon they endeavoured to 



Pally out of the gate, and make their way with thei 
fwords in their hands, but were repulfed 5 Cateibv 
Percy, and Winter, fetting themfelves back to back 
refolved to die righting: the two firft had their defire' 
but Winter was wounded and taken ; Digby, R oc k' 
wood, Grant, and Botcr furrendered ; and Trefham" 
Robert Winter, and Littleton, were apprehended at 
their lodgings in London, and all of them committed 
to the Tower. 

Thomas Winter, upon his examination, confeffed the 
whole confpiracy, and acknowledged their crimes were 
too great to be forgiven : while Digby, on the other 
hand, faid they were provoked to this defperate attempt 
through the fevere ufagc they met with from the go. 
vernment, after hopes had been given them of a tolera- 
tion ; and Trefham, in his examination,' accufed Garnet 
the Jefuit as privy to the confpiracy, though he after- 
wards retracted it, and pretended he had not feen Gar. 
net for fixtecn years. 

And thusthefe refoluteand high afpiring papifts, who 
dreaming of no lefs than the defi ruction of king and 
kingdoms, promifed to themfelves no lefs cllate than the 
government of great and ancient monarchies, were 
mifcrably defeated, and quite overthrown in a'ninftantj 
falling into the pit which they had prepared for others, 
and fo fulfilling that fentencc which his majefty did in a 
manner prophefy of them in his fpecch to the parlia- 
ment; fome immediately flain, others wounded, and 
ftripped of their clothes, left lying mifcrably naked, 
and fo died rather through cold than of their wounds; 
and the red, that either were whole, or but. (lightly 
wounded, were taken and led by the IherifF, the ordi- 
nary miniflcr of juftice, to the gaol, the ordinary place 
even of the bafeft malefactors, where they remained till 
they were font up to London, being met by an huge 
confluence of all forts of people, delirous to fee them 
as the greateft of monfters ; fools to laugh at them, 
women and children to wonder, all the common people 
to gaze, the wifer fort to fatisfy their curiofity in feeing 
the outward cafes of fo unparallelled a villainy, and ge- 
nerally all forts of people to gratify their eyes with the 
fight of thofe whom in their hearts they detefted : fcrv- 
ing fo for a fearful and public fpectacle of God's fierce 
wrath and juft indignation. 



An Account of the TROUBLES and PERSECUTION 
vf BARTHOLOMEW COP1N, Martyr a/Christ. 

IN the year i6or, Bartholomew Copin, of the valley 
of Luferne, reforted unto a place called Aft, in Pied- 
mont, with certain merchandize, purpofing to vend the 
fame at a fair there, which was to be kept the day fol- 
lowing. It fo fell out, that fitting at fupper in the even- 
ing with fundry other merchants, one amongft the rclt 
began a difcourfc about the divcrfities of religions, 
and therewith caft fevcral reflections, tending to the 
difgrace of the inhabitants of the valley of Angrougne, 
and the neighbouring villages. 

Copin hearing fuch reflections caft forth againft his 
brethren, as he little expected from men of that fort, 
and alfo againft their religion, all which tended to the 
difhonour of God ; he feared left it fhould be offenfively 
taken, if he fhould not make fome reply unto thofe 
; blafphcmies which he heard with his ears, and fo anfwered 
him.wh'o held fuch a difcourfe againft the religion which 
he himfelf profeffed. He who reproved Copin, alked, 
Are you one ofVandois? He, anfwered, Yes, I am. 
And what, faid the other, believe you not that God is m 
the Hoft ? No, faid Copin. Uh, faid the other, fee 
how falfe your religion is ! My religion, faid Copin, is 
no lefs true than God is God, and as certain as I am fore 

The next day Copin was called before the bifliopof 
Aft, who told him that report had been made to himol 
fome offeniive fpeeches w hich he had ufed the night be- 
fore in his lodging : and therefore it behoved him now to 
acknowledge his, fault, if he meant to obt ain. pardon w- 
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the fame, otherwife he muft look to be chaftifed ac- 
cording to his demerits. 

Copin anfwered, he had uttered nothing, but that 
which he was firft provided to fpeak ; nor had he faid 
au''ht, but what he was refolved to maintain to the ha- 
zard of his life. He affirmed that God had bellowed 
upon him fame worldly goods, as alfo a wife and chil- 
dren, but that he was {tot fo glued in his affection to any 
of them, but he could be content to forego them all ra- 
ther than the peace of a good confcicnce. 

As touching his carriage and behaviour, if it plcafed 
him, he faid, to make inquiry thereof among the mer-. 
chants of Aft, they could all rcfolve him as touching 
his honeft dealing: who alfo he knew would witnefs 
with him, that he had wronged none in all that time he 
had converfed among them. And inafmuch as he was a 
merchant trafficking in and about his lawful calling, he 
ought to be difmiiied and to be no further molefted. 
for if it were lawful for Jews and Turks to trade in 
fairs and markets, and to ufe commerce throughout Pied- 
mont ; that favour ought much more to be permitted 
unto him who was a chriltian. And as touching the 
matter of religion, -whereabout he was accufed, he med- 
dled not at all therewith for his own particular, but had 
queftions. propounded to him concerning the fame by 
others : in which regard leave was granted him to an- 
fwer, and to yield a reafon of his faith in any place, to 
any wholbever they were that fhould afk what he 
thought of the fame : yea, a liberty was granted even 
by his excellency, to thofe of the valleys of Vandois, 
to anfuer any man to a qucftion demanded ; pro- 
vided that he proceeded not to teach and inllrucT: 
others. 

The bifhop regarded 'none of thefc allegations, but 
commanded he ihould be put into prifon. The next 
day the biiliop's fecretary came to vifit Copin, teftifying 
how much good will he bore him; advifing him as a 
friend, that if he acknowledged not his fault, he was 1 
in great danger of his life. 

Copin anfwered, That his life was in the hands of 
God, and that he would never feek to fave it to the 
prejudice of God's glory : alfo, that he had not above 
two or three turns to fetch here in this world before he 
arrived in heaven ; and therefore prayed God fo to affift 
him by his grace, that he might never leave the ftrait 
way which leadcth thereto. 

A few days after he was examined by a monk, who 
was an inquifitor, in the prefence of the bifhop, who 
vexed him a long while with his fugared difcourfe, and 
by fair words endeavoured to draw him to abjure his 
religion. But Copin refilled him ftill by the holy fcrip- 
tures ; fhewing that if he Ihould now be afhamed of 
Chrift, and deny him, Chrift might juftly be afha- 
med of him, and utterly deny him before his heavenly 
Father. 

The monk fmifhed his difputc with this dogged fare- 
wcl, "Away thoucurfed Lutheran, thou fhalt go to all 
the devils in hell ; and when thou cornel! to be tor- 
mented among thofe unclean fpirits, then wilt thou 
remember thefc holy admonitions which we have ten- 
dered unto thee for the faving of thy foul ; but thou 
hadft rather go to hell, than to reconcile thyfelf to 
thy holy mother the church." To which Copin an- 
fwered, It is not Ions fince I was reconciled to the true 
church. 

After many violent affaults, they gave leave for his 
wife to come unto him, and with her one of his fons, 
proiniiing them to fct him at liberty to go home with 
*cm, if he would make amends for his fault, by ac- 
knowledging the fame. His wife and fon ftaid to fup- 
Pcr with him in piifon : during which time he ufed 
'"any exhortations tending to patience ; albeit the wife 
fhould depart to her houfe without an hufband, or the 
child without his father : For be you well affured, faid 
he, that God will be a better hufband and father unto 
you, than ever 1 was or can be. For his own part, he 
faid, he was not bound to love wife or children more than 
thrift : befides, they had caufe to rejoice, and to think 
him happy, that God would honour him fo far as' to. 
"Mr witnefs to his tiu'.h with the lofs of his life, and 
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hoped, he faid, that God would be fo favourable to 
him, as to fupport him under any torments he was to 
endure, for his glory's fake. 

In conclulion, he committed his fon and daughter to 
his wife's care, which God had given them in holy'wed- 
lock, charging her again and again, to fee them brought 
up virtuoufly and in the fear of Cod. He charged 
his fon to obey his mother, fo fhould he be made par- 
taker of the promifed bleffing. He intn.ated them both 
to pray for him, that God would fortify him againft all 
temptations. And thus having blefil-d his fon, and ta- 
ken leave of his wife, they were conducted out of the 
prifon, and he lhut up as he was before. 

The woman and her fon were difiblvcd into tears, 
fighing and crying out, that it would have moved the 
ftonielt heart to compaffion : but this holy man not 
contenting himfelf with what he had faid to them by 
word of mouth, wrote unto his wife the following letter, 
the original whereof fhe hath exhibited to us, written 
and figned with the hand of the faid Copin, with this in- 

To my well-Moved WIFE, SUSANNAH COPIN,/i-s;« 
the TOWER of LUSERNA. 

DEAR yoke-fellow, I received much confolation 
by your coming to this place, and by fo much 
the more as it were beyond my expectation ; and I 
fuppofe you alfo were not a little comforted that you 
had fuch an opportunity offered you, as to fup with me 
the laft night, being Saturday the 1 5th of September 
1 601. 1 know not well what they aimed at in permit- 
ting you fo to do. But God ordereth all thefc things. 
But as far as I can guefs, it fliail be the laft time that 
ever we fhall fup together in this life: and therefore 
pray to God that he will not ceafc to be a comfort unto 
you. Truft you ftill in him, for he hath promifed never 
to leave nor forfakc thofe that put their truft in him. 
God hath endued you with wifdom, govern your own 
family in fuch a manner that our children Samuel and 
Martha may be obedient unto you : whom in the name 
and authority of God, I command that they obey you, 
for fo the bleffing of Almighty God fhall light upon 

Dear wife, be not over penfive for me, for if God 
hath ojdained me now to attain unto the end of the race, 
and that I muft render into the hands of the Almighty 
my foul, which fo long time he hath lent me ; my hope 
is, that of his holy and divine mercy he will receive it 
into his kingdom,' for his own beloved Son's fake Jefus 
Chrift our Lord, through whom 1 believe that my fins 
are forgiven, for the only merit of his holy death and 
pafiion. Alfo my prayer is, that he will affift me by the 
power of his holy Spirit unto my laft breath. 

Be fervent in prayer, and in all other parts of God's 
worfhip and fervicc, for this is the way' to true bleffed- 
nefs. Take no care about fending any thing unto me 
for thefe three weeks, and then 1 pray you fend me 
fome money, if you think good, to give the jailor, and 
fomewhat more for mine own neceffaries, if it pleafe 
God I live fo long. Alfo I pray you call to mind what I 
have often told you, namely, how God prolonged king 
Hezckiah's life for fifteen years. But he hath preferved 
my life much longer ; for it is many years ago fince you 
faw me at the point of death, and through God's good- 
nefs I am alive ; and I hope, yea I am affured, that he 
will fo long prefcrve me as fhall be for his glory and my 
good, through his eternal goodnefs. 

From the prifon of Aft, September 16, 1601. 

The bifhop of Aft was fomewhat troubled about this 
his prifoner ; for if he had let him go, he feared it would 
breed fome fcandal, and many might thereby be em- 
boldened to open their mouths wide againft the Roman 
religion. Befides, there was a claufe in the contract 
made between his excellency and the people of Vandois, 
which exempted thofe of the religion from offence, in 
thefe words : And if it fhall fall out that they be afked or 
queftioncd withal in Piedmont, about the caufe of re- 
ligion, by any of his excellency's fubjects, it fhall be 
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lawful for thofc of the faid religion to anfwer without 
fuft'ciing any penal or pcrfonal punifliment for the 
fame. 

Now Copin had a qucflion put to him, in which rc- 
fpcdt he ought to have been cleared, But the bifhop 
would by no means hear that he had unjuftly imprifoned 
him ; and therefore that his death fhould not be laid to 
his charge, nor yet that he {hould "be fent away abfol- 
ved, he (cut the caufe of his indiclmcnt to pope Clement 
the Eighth, to know what (hould be done with him. 
We cannot learn what anfwer the pope returned to 
the bifhop ; but not long after, this good man was found 
dead in prifon, not without fomc apparent fufpicion of 
his being ftranglcd there; left if they had executed him 
in public, the people fliould have been edified by his 
conftancy. 

Being dead, he was condemned to be burned, and 
therefore having caufed him to be brought out of pri- 
fon, they read his fentence openly, and the body was cart 
into the fire. 



The DEATH of HENRY III. KING of FRANCE. 

A Friar, of the order of St. Dominic, pretended he 
had matters of great confequence to impart to the 
king: who being admitted into his prcfencc, upon his 
knees prefented a letter to him, which he drew out of 
one flecve ; which whilft the king attentively read, the 
friar pulled forth a poifoned knife out of his other flecve, 
wherewith he dabbed the king in the lower part of his 
belly. The king finding himfclf wounded, fnatched 
out the knife, and ftruck it into the friar's eye, who 
haftening to get away, the king cried out. His lords 
and gentlemen perceiving what the friar had done, flew 
him immediately with rapiers and fwords. 



An Account of the BLOODY MASSACRE in the 
VALTOLINE, in the Year 1620. 

THE beginning of the murders were at Tyrane. 
The ringleaders of this cruel maflacre gave orders, 
that all the ways and paffages fliould be well guarded, 
that their bloody deiigns might not be fo readily difco- 
vered, and they lefs troubled in the execution. Then 
about fix o'clock in the night, they entered the country, 
Hire fo many foaming wild boars, and caufed four muf- 
kets to be difcharged before the palace of the feignior 
Podefta, the principal magiftrate of the place, and rung 
the great bell of Tyrane ; uppn which fignal all the in- 
habitants of that vicinity took the alarm, and made head 
towards the faid houfc. They gave orders to break the 
bridges which lay towards Bruce, and on the place they 
planted a ftrong guard, and this was done before day. 
Upon the dawning of the day, the bells began to ring 
another peal at Marello, and then thefc traitors began 
to range themfelves together. The proteftants, who with- 
out fear or fufpicion came out of their houfes to fee what 
the matter was, were fuddenly (hot in the place. Others 
by force entered into the houfes of proteftants, drew them 
out of their beds, and without .any compaflion, flew all 
they could meet with. 

One poor gentleman hid himfelf in a garret, but .the 
villains finding him, threw him out of the window ; and 
when they found him yet alive, they difpatched him with 
a piece of timber. 

Antonio de Salva, a chancellor in that valley, being 
appointed judge upon criminal caufes, a man of the 
greateft authority in the place, being defirous to fave 
himfelf, together with his deputy, was drawn out of the 
houfc, and fliot. 

Another gentleman of great worth, very Angularly 
learned, and lkilful in many languages, being at that 
time governor of Tcglio, being by chance in this hurly 
burly at Tyrane, was alfo with his fervant ftrangled to 
death, in the chamber where he was found. . 

The reverend pallor of the church of Tyrane, a, man 



of great fandtity and wifdom, and a lover of the pea c 
of the country, hearing the noife of thefe uproars 
and the paftor of Mello withdrew themfelves into a half 
where having commended their fouls to God, wcrether- 
murdered. c 
The furious wretches cut off Bailb's head, and car 
ricd it into the church, and fixed it upon a pole in ih" 
pulpit where he ufed to preach, fcornfully feyW 
Conic down, Baflb, thou haft preached long enough 

In like manner at the fame time the palace of the 
chequer of Tyrane was befieged by thofc hell-hounds- 
wherein dwelled feignior John deCappaul, being at that 
time governor. To w hich place, Michael Lazaronc, a 
man of good account, and chancellor of that office 
had retired himfclf early in the morning to fave his life! 
But becaufe he was extremely hated by the papifrs, for 
his Angular piety and finccrity, he was continually p ur _ 
fucd by them ; infomuch that thofc rebels followed him 
even to the palace, threatening to fit lire to the fame, if 
he were not delivered into their hands. Lazaronc fee- 
ing that, was forced that evening to leave the houfc 
and hide himfelf about the banks of the river Adda' 
wherein he covered himfclf, and lay clofe three whole 
hours all naked to fave himfelf. But his enemies fol- 
lowed him clofcly, and at laft found him, and dragged 
him out of the water; and though with tears in hisTeves 
he begged for his life, in confederation ofhis dear fmall 
children, yet they anfwered, That this was no time for 
pity and favour : but if he would fwear by the pope's 
bull, and abjure his faith, they would grant him his 
life. But he, with a courageous refolution, anfwered, 
God forbid, that I, for love of this temporal life, fliould 
deny my Lord Jcfus Chrift, who with his precious blood 
upon the crofs, did at fo dear a rate redeem me, anil 
after I have fo long time, through his grace, freely and 
publicly confefled him, mould now hazard the lofs of 
eternal life ; I fay, God forbid. Upon this they imme- 
diately murdered him. 

The very fame evening, the gate of the palace was 
burnt to the ground by thofe rebels, who the next morn- 
ing entered into the fame, raging with fury, and took 
the governor prifoncr, with his young fon ; fpoiling and 
runfacking wives and maidens, and carrying away all 
they could lay hands on. The governor of the place 
was taken away, and after he had remained a long time 
prifoner, he was fhot. 

John Antonio Mazano, endeavouring to make refin- 
ance againft thofc rebels, and his wife defending him, 
was with herfclf and two young children miferably 
killed. 

Another called John Antonio SchlofTer, a Gardonefe, 
having made long refinance, and killed one of the re- 
bels, was at laft taken, and tied to a tree, and fo fhot to 
death. 

To be fhort, thefe villains had no regard of any per- 
fon, neither young, old, weak, or ftrong, many of all 
forts were cither fhot to death, or cut in pieces, or in 
one manner or other deftroyed ; and the number of 
thofc pcrfons in eftimation, who in Tyrane received the 
crown of martyrdom for the profeflion of the gofpel, 
was about fixty. 

The ladies who were not flain, were conftrajned to 
change their religion, and to go to mafs; except 
the wife of the faid Lazaronc and her daughters, and 
her niece, being the wife of one Egido, who by 
the afliftance of Almighty God continued in fafcty. 
And there alfo the Sth of Auguft, the faid ladies were 
releafed, who retired themfelves into Retia, viz. the 
wife of this Lazarone, and her two daughters, leaving 
behind them in the Valtoline one daughter and two 
young fons who could not obtain leave to depart the 
country. 

At the maflacre of Tcglio were murdered about fixt)' 
perfons. Thefe wicked wretches, apparelled in reo 
caffocks, and well mounted on horfeback, marched in 
the morning to Tcllat, the hour when the fermon was, 
and ran like famifhed wolves to the Volta church: the 
proteftants who were in the church, obferving the evil 
:r.«.nfion 
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intention of thofevilkins.arofe fuddcnly from theirfeats, 
and endeavoured to fhut the door, and to barricado the 
place with the benches. They without laboured with all 
their power to enter the church ; but not being able fo 
fpcedily to do it, fome of them climbed up unto the 
windows, and difcharged their mufkets among the peo- 
ple without refpedt of any perfon, and killed many of 
them. At laft they opened the door, entered, and flew 
all they found, faving a few who promifed to go to mafs. 
Some of the men and women with their children fled 
into the bclfrcy to favc thetnfclves ; but they fct fire to 
the place, and burnt all that were within. 

At the maflacre at Sondres, in the mountain of Son- 
driumand Malcnk, were left dead above one hundred and 
forty perfons. But the chancellor Giovan Andrea Mi- 
gardino,' with his brother Gregory, and others of the 
church of Sondres, withdrew themfelves, to the number 
of eighteen, together with certain ladies and their young 
children, into their own houfe, which joined to the pa- 
lace, and there they fortified themfelves with refolution 
to defend themfelves even unto death, feeing that in the 
ftrcet wherein they dwelt nonedurft come out of their 
doors, nor enter into the church which flood over againft 
them. Nevertheless, the enemy refolved to fct upon the 
houfc with a thoufand armed men, threatening alfo to 
kill the magiftrate, in cafe any of them fhould take any 
harm by thole who were in the houfc. Whereupon the 
magiftrate commanded thofc in the houfe to depart ; 
who being well, armed, immediately took their way by 
Sondres towards the bridge, where for a time they forti- 
iied themfelves, then returning again, they drew unto 
them certain others, and marched towards the church of 
the mountain of Sondres. In which place being ga- 
thered together with the paftor, they made their prayers 
to God, and afterwards, to the number of threefcore and 
thirteen perfons in all, they parted the valley of Malenco, 
which was befet by the enemy on two fides : but thofe 
that kept thofe places were by the providence of God fo 
aftonifhed, that they fled away, and the protectants, 
thougli they were purfued to the tops of the hills, did 
tniraculoufly efcape with fafety. 

Annaidi Lita, wife of Anthoni Grotti, of Chio, in 
the territory of Vincentinc, of an honourable and an- 
cient houfcj was come out of Italy but a few years before 
for the liberty of her confeience. She was firft by them 
exhorted with fair words to change her religion ; but 
flie conftantly perfevering therein, was admonifhed that 
flic would at leaft have a care of her young infant which 
(he held in her arms, being about two months old 5 
otherwife fhe would make reckoning, that in the twink- 
ling of an eye both fhe and her babe fhould die: but fhe 
with a bold and undaunted courage anfwered, That fhe 
had not departed out of Italy her native country, neither: 
had flie forfaken all the cftate fhe had, to renounce at 
laft that faith which had been infpired into her by the 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; yea, that fhe would rather fuffer, if 
it were poflible, a thoufand. deaths. And how, faid fhe, 
fhould I have regard in this caufe of my infant, fince God 
our heavenly Father fparcd not his only Son, my Lord 
Jeliis, but delivered him up to death for the love of me 
and of all finners? Then giving them the child, fhe faid, 
Uehold the child ; the Lord God, who hath the care of 
the birds of the air, will much more be able to fave this 
Poor creature, although by you it were left in thofe wild 
fountains. So unlacing her gown, fhe opened her 
"reaft, and faid, Here is the body which you have power 
Jo kill; but my foul, on which you have no power to 
«y hands, that I commend to my God, and imme- 
diately fhe wa s cut in pieces, being thirty-five years of 
The infant, becaufe it was a lovely and fweet babe 
'o look on, was flittered to live, and was delivered to a 
P°pifh woman to nurfe. The hufband of this gentle- 
woman was murdered for the faith before. 

i>ome women were by force taken up to the tops of 
>gn and craggy mountains, and threatened to be thrown 
™wn headlong with their children, unlefs they would go 
*i£ v \. And alchou g h fome were moved and terrified 
"n the horrors of death, and had confented to change 
Mir religion, yet were they murdered for all that with- 
ou tany pity afr all. 



The famc.befel a gentleman of Soglio, in the Prega- 
glia; for though his life was promifed him, he was 
brought into the market place pinioned with a cord, and 
miferably flair, by two mufketecrsj being feventy-two 
years of age, after he had been robbed of his gold and 
filvcr, whereof great ftore was found in his houfe, ac- 
cording to the common and too much pratfifed rule of 
the Roman catholics. 

An aged man of iixty-feven vears was fet upon an 
afs, his face turned to the tail, which he held in his hand 
inftead of a bridle, and in his other hand a book, whom 
in this manner they carried through Sondres, with great 
joy and triumph. Then they cut off his ears, nofe/and 
checks, boring holes into divers parts of his body, with 
a ftrange and unparallellcd barbarity, until they had 
quite killed him; but he for the love of Chrift his Savi- 
our with great and incredible courage endured all thofe 
varieties of torments. 

Anthony de Prarij of the hills, was exhorted with ma- 
ny words to abjure his religion; but he conftantly pcrfe- 
vered, and with a generous courace replied in thefe 
words, " My foul Jhall be taken up7nto Abraham's bo- 
forn, and after my death my enemies ihall fee the angel 
of God hard by mc, &c." And accordingly an angel 
appeared over his body in a white garment, being feen 
by thofe who flood near him, w ho of their own accord 
have publicly confefTed the fame. 

An aged man of feventy-five years, being fct upon by 
thofc inhuman wretches, leaped out of a window and 
paired the river Malcto, and having got to his houfejand 
fhifted his clothes, he was affailed again, taken prifoner, 
and carried to the palace, put often to the ftrapado, and 
at laft was fo hewn and diced with a fword.that he had 
nothing left him but his arms, which were faftencd to 
the cord. 

Paulo Beretta, of Chio. in the county of Viccncc, a 
virgin of the age of fevemy-five years, of an honour- 
able, noble, and ancient family, who came twenty-feven 
years before to Sondres to embrace the gofpcl, was by 
thefe villains carried through Sondres, with all difgrace, 
fhame, and fcorn, having a mitre of paper put upon 
her head, her face befmcarcd with dirt, and many buffets 
given m her checks, and in many other fafhions abufed. 
Being required to call upon the holy virgin Mary and the 
faints, and to place her truft in them, fhe fmiling, rea-; 
dily anfwered them, My truft and my falvation is in my 
only Saviour Jefus Chrift, and in him only will I rruft. 
And it is alfo true, that I acknowledge the virgin Mary 
for the moft holy virgin above all others, which ever was, 
or ever will be ; who was a virgin before the birth, a 
virgin in the birth, and after birth', and fo fhall remain. 
Who though fhe be favoured and beloved of God, above 
all women in the world, to be made the mother of my 
Lord Jefus the Saviour of the world ; neverthelefs, be- 
caufe fhe is not able to know our neceffuies, as not being 
omnipotent, (for otherwife fhe would be God himfelf) 
and befides hath had need of the merits of her Son, it 
was not lawful for her to call upon any other than the 
eternal God, who knoweth all things, and upon no crea- 
ture of any quality whatfoever, &c. In this manner fhe 
endured theirTcorns and outrages with an incredible con- 
ftancy and chearfulnefs, faying continually, I do willingly 
endure as becometh me to-do, defiring no better ufage, 
fince the very fame hath been done to my Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus, and to his apoftles, and to thoufands of the 
holy martyrs. At laft fhe was carried away to be fent 
to Milan. On the eighteenth of July an elderly woman 
was found murdered in the highway, in the plain of St. 
Gregory, in the Valtoline, which fome conjectured to 
be the body of this gentlewoman, who it was thought 
was murdered by the aflaffins in that place. 

Many hid themfelves in holes and caves, and woods, 
out of which they durft not come but by night only to 
get fome food, and that with great fear and terror, on 
account of the watching of the enemy ; and others for 
want of convenient food to eat, and others that fed only 
upon roots, leaves, and grafs, made an end of their 
lives ; and many were murdered in divers places, who 
had no burial at all ; fo that many carcafes were to be 
feen 
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feeri in groves and woods in the mountains, and in the 
waters in many places.' 

At the maifacrc of Berbonne, were (lain about eleven 
perfons. And likewife 

At Cafpano, and Trahorn, about the fame number:' 
one of them was by trade a taylor, who being difcovcred 
by his countrymen and kindred, was taken and carried 
to Mprbegnio, and being folicited to forfakc the true 
religion, and to embrace the Roman, and landing with 
great manfulnefs thereto, was condemned to the fire, and 
was placed between two heaps of wood, to make him 
recant; but all was in vain; for being afked, If he 
were a catholic, he anfwered, That he was. Then, if 
he were a Roman catholic ; he likewife affirmed he was 
fo. But being demanded, if he held the Roman faith 
as it is at this day, he anfwered, No. It is true, faid 
he, that 1 hold the ancient catholic Roman faith, which 
was preached by St. Paul, That a man is faved by grace 
by the means of faith, and not by works, left any man 
fhould boaft. Being demanded, if he believed the pope 
to be the head of the church, he anfwered, No; becaufe 
Chrift only is the head of the church, according to the 
promife, " I will be with you unto the end of the world." 
And though the fire was kindled and put out again on 
purpofe to draw him to a recantation, nevertheiefs he 
perfevered and endured that cruel death with admira- 
ble confiancy, the 15th day of Auguft, being fixty 
years old. 

Giovan Pietro Malacrida, although he were little of 
ftature, yet was he great and mighty in the confeflion of 
the truth, inSnuch that for the love of his Saviour he 
fuffered deatlv with lingular chearfulnefs, being forty 
years of age. His example was devoutly and conftantly 
imitated by Elizabeth his wife, who was killed in the 
38th year of her age : and moreover thefe Herodian 
murderers not therewith content, but joining one barba- 
rous inhumanity to another, obferving a daughter of 
her's, being an infant of three years old, to lie in the 
cradle, although it was a child of" a fwect countenance, 
and thefe wretches feeing that the babe looked lovingly 
and pleafantly upon them, which would have been 
enough to have moved any adamantine heart to com- 
panion, yet notwithftanding they took this pretty inno- 
cent babe by the feet, and dallied out her brains againft 
the wall. 

Upon the moll ferious confederation it every way ap- 
pcareth, that the aforefaid perfons underwent thofe fuf- 
ferings for no other caufe, but only for the truth of the 
gofpel ; even as by the eternal decree of God, the holy 
prophet St. John the Baptift, the holy apoftles, yea, 
even our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf.and after him thofe 
many millions of the martyrs in all ages have done before, 
and efpecially in thefe times, in Germany, France, Eng- 
land, Scotland, Low-Countries, Bohemia, Italy, Spainj 
Portugal, &c. 

Which martyrdom they endured willingly, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to fuffer blame for the 
name of Jefus, remembering the promife of our Lord, 
Bleffed are they who are perfecuted for . righteoufnefs 
fake, becaufe the kingdom of heaven is their's. Blef- 
fed are you when others fhall revile and pcrfecute you, 
and fhall falfely fpeak all evil of you for my fake: rc-^ 
joice and triumph, for great is your reward in heaven, for 
fo have they perfecuted the prophets who were before 
you. Read to this purpofe, 1 Per. iv. 12, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16; which words, by all good chriftians are to be 
well pondered and weighed. For firft, By fuch trial 



we perifh not. Secondlv, We arc thereby made co- 
formable to Chrift our head. Thirdly, Such iuift np '" 
caufe unto us greater joy than foriow. fourthly TV. 
are infallible marks that the fpirit of God reds upon',/ I 
Fifthly, They manifeft to all oar unfeigned love- to t - b '« ' 
and his gofpel. Sixthly, Hereby we have good , )rn ;',- 
that the Lord doth correct us, nor as a fc^ere iudge, b ut 
as a moft loving and tender-hearted Father- to v.'h,,,,, 
therefore with his blefled Son, and Hoh Sp:rir, be n || 
glory and honour afcribed in all the churches of t'h c 
faints, world without end, Amen. 



SIGNS and PRODIGIES, which happened before md 
after /he MASSACRE in ibe VALTOLINE. 

THE proteftants having appointed guards in the 
churches of the Valtoline, befides others which 
were commanded to watch in certain places, to give the 
fign by fire, to the intent that the whole valley being 
warned partly by the beacons, partly by the found of the 
bells, might be ready together on a fudden to take arms 
for their defence againft the Spaniards, if they flioukl 
make any excurfion upon the valley: about the month of 
May, 1620, in Sondres, the aforefaid centinels reported, 
that in the night as they watched, they heard in the 
church of Gervafe, a murmuring as it were of many 
perfons, with great earner! nefs and vchcnicncy of argu- 
ing and contending among thcmfclvcs ; and fiom the 
church there fhincd upwards through the lleeple a great 
brightnefs, infomuch that the cemincls lighted their 
torches, and afTembled thcmfclvcs to go down into- the 
church to fee what the matter might be. But as they 
were defcending down the flairs, their lights were put out, 
and returning afrclh to light their torches, they were put 
out again with greater fiVcngtb, and with much aftonifli- 
ment and trembling; and the brightnefs which filled the 
church fuddenly vaniflied, the weights alfo of the great 
clock fell down, and they heard about ten tolls of a bell, 
in fuch a manner as it ufeth to ring to give the alarm, 
which was heard by many. 

Likewife in Tyrane, the great bell was heard in like 
manner; and the magiftrates commanded them fuddenly 
to go and know the caufe, but he found that it was not 
done, by the hand of men, and inftantly the fervants 
running from the belfrey, and diligently attending to fee 
this bulinefs, they difcerned a thing like a cat to defcend 
down into the place. 

.After the malTacre, in the Valtoline, the evangelic 
proteftant church, and principally from Teglio and Ty- 
rane, a voice-hath been heard to cry, Woe, woe to you, 
the vengeace of God is upon you for the blood of the 
innocent. 

. ;Alfo the bell of the evangelic church of Tyrane, 
ufed to ring, even at the fame time that the fermon was 
wont to be : and in that church a voice was heard, like 
the voice of Seignior Antonio BaiTo, who fome time had 
been there a minifter, and was,, murdered in the faid 
place, as if himfelf had been preaching there. 
;. In Sondres there, was feen to defcend an army from 
the mountains every way furniflied ; which fight was the 
caufe that many took their flight, and departed out of 
Sondres; but fuddenly this apparition vanifhed like a 
cloud. Which" ftruck a great terror into the minds of 
the people, infomuch that many departed out of the val- 
ley, as fearing a dreadful punifiiment from heaven. 
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?S, of the PEOPLE commonly 



IN treating of the^people in an hiftorical man- 
ner, we are^obliged to have recourfe to much 
tendernefs. That they differ from the gene- 
rality of Proteftants in fome of the capital 
points of religion, cannot be denied j and yet, as Pro- 
teftant Difienters, they are included under the defcrip- 
tion of the toleration act. It is not our bufinefs to 
inquire whether people of fimilar fentiments had any 
exiftence in the primitive ages of Chriftianity ; per- 
haps, in fome refpedts, they had not ; but we are to 
write of them not as what they were, but what they 
now are. That they have been treated by feveral 
writers in a very contemptuous manner, is certain ; 
that they did not deferve fuch treatment, is equally 

The appellation ghiakers was bellowed upon them as 
a term of reproach, in confequence of their apparent 
convulfions which they laboured under when they deli- 
vered their difcourfes, becaufe they imagined they were 
the effect of Divine infpiration. 

It is not our bufinefs, at prclent, to inquire whether 
the fentiments of thefe people are agreeable to the gof- 
pel, but this much is certain, that the firft leader of 
them, as a feparate body, was a man of obfeure birth, 
who had his firft exiftence in Leicefterfhire, about the 
year 1624. In fpeaking of this man we ihall deliver 
our own fentiments in an hiftorical manner, and joining 
thefe to what have been faid by the Friends themfelves, 
we flia.II endeavour to furnifli out a complete narrative. 

He was defcended of honeft and refpectcd parents, 
who brought him up in the national religion : but from 
a child he appeared religious, Mill, folid, and obfer- 
v |ng, beyond his years, and' uncommonly knowing in 
divine things. He was brought up to hulbandry, and 
No. 63. * . 



other country bufinefs, and w,as particularly inclined to 
the folitary occupation of aMhepherd ; " an employ- 
ment," fays our author, " that\cry well fuited his mind 
in feveral refpects, both for it's innocency and folitude; 
and was ajuft emblem of his afterVniniftry and fcrvice." 
In the year 1646, he entirely forfoo\ the national church, 
in whofe tenets he had been brougftt up, as before ob- 
fervedj and in 164 7> he travelled into Derbyfhire and 
Nottinghamfliire, -without any fet purpofe of vifiting 
particular places, but in a folitary maimer he walked 
through feveral towns and villages, which way foever 
his mind turned. " He failed much, "\ fays Se»vell, 
" and walked often in retired places, with no other 
companion than his Bible." " He vifited the moft re- 
tired and religious people in thofe parts," fays Penn, 
" and fome there were, fhort of few, if any, in this 
nation, who waited for the confolation of Ifrael night 
and day ; as Zacharias, Anna, and Simeon, did of old 
time. To thefe he was fent.and thefe he fought out in 
the neighbouring counties, and among them he fojourn- 
ed till his more ample miniftry came upon him. At 
this time he taught, and was an example of filence, 
endeavouring to bring them from felf-performances ; 
teftifying of, and turning them to the light of Chrift 
within them, and encouraging them to wait in patience, 
and to feel the power of it to ftir in their hearts, that 
their knowledge and worfhip of God might ftand in the 
power of an endlefs life, which was to be found in the 
light, as it was obeyed in the manifeftation of it in man: 
for in the word was life, and that life is the light of men. 
Life in the word, light in men; and life in men too, as 
the light is obeyed; the children of the light living by 
the life of the word, by which the word begets them 
again to God, which is the generation and new birth, 
8 W . ~ without 
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without which there is no coming into the kingdorriof 
God, and to which whoever comes is greater than John; 
that is, than John's difprnSation, which was not that of . 
the kingdom, but the confummation of the lcgstL, and. 
fore-running of the gofpel-timcs, the time of the king- 
dom; —.Accordingly- feyeral meetings- were gathering in 
thofj^- mparts ; arjd thufhis tinje was employed' for fome 

y 'in'the year i 652V" he had a vifitation of the" great 
work of God in the eanh.n-nd of the way that he was to 
go forth, in a public miniftry, to begin it." He direct- 
ed his courfe northward, "and in every place where he 
came, if not before hexame to .it, he had his particular 
exercife and SerVice Shewn to him; lb that the Loidwas 
his leader indeed." He made great numbers of converts 
to his opinions, and many pious and good men joined 
him in his miniftry. Thefe were drawn forth especially 
to viiit the public aflemblies to reprove, reform, and ex- 
hort them fometimes-'in markets, .fairs, ft reets, and by 
the, highway-fide, " callingjpeople.; to repentance, and 
tcr return to the Lord, with their hearts as well as their 
mouth; directing them to the light of Ohnft within 
them, to fee, examine;' ahd to' c6nftdef their ways by, 
and to efchew the evil, and to do the good and ac cept- 
able will of God." . . 
' They were not without opposition in the work they 
imagined themfelves called to, being often Set in the 
flocks, ftoned, beaten, whipped, and imprifoned, though, 
as our author obferves, honeft men. of good report, 
that had left wives, children, houfes and lands, to vifit 
them with a living call to repentance. Bur thefe coer- 
cive methods rather forwarded than abated their zeal, 
and in thofe parts they brought over many prolclytes, 
and amongft them fevcral magistrates, and others of the 
better fort. They apprehended the Lord had forbidden 
them to pull off their hats to any one, high or low, and 
required them to fpeak to the people, without distinc- 
tion, in the language of thou and thee. They Scrupled 
bidd'ing people good-morrow, or good-night ; nor might 
they bend the knee to any one, even in fupreme autho- 
rity. Both men and women went in a plain and iimple 
drefs, different from the fafhion of the times. They 
neither gave nor accepted any titles of refpedt or honour, 
nor would they call any man mafter, on earth. Several 
texts of fcripture they quoted in defence of thefe Angu- 
larities ; fuch as, Swear not at all. How can ye believe 
who receive honour of one another, and Seek not the 
honour which comes from God only ? &c. &c. They 
placed the bafis of religion in an inward light, and an 
extraordinary impulfe of the holy Spirit. 

In 1654, their firSt feparate meeting in London was 
held in the houfc of Robert Dring, in Watling-ftreet, 
for by that time they had fpread themfelves into all parts 
of the kingdom, and had in many places fet up meet- 
ings and aflemblies, particularly in Lancafhire and the 
adjacent parts ; but they were ftill expofed to great per- 
fections and trials of every kind. One of them, in a 
letter to the protector, Oliver Cromwell, reprefents, 
that though there are no penal laws in force obliging 
men to comply with the eftablifhed religion, yet the 
Quakers are expofed upon other accounts ; they are fined 
and imprifoned for refufing to take an oath : for not 
paying their tithes ; for difturbing the public aflemblies, 
and meeting in the Streets, and places of public refort; 
ibme of them have been whipped for vagabonds, and for 
their plain Speeches to the magiflrate. 

Under Savour of the then toleration, they opened 
their meetings at the Bull and Mouth, in Alderfgate- 
ftreet, where women, as well as men, were moved to 
fpeak. Thejr zeal tranfported them to Some extrava- 
gancies, which laid them ftill more open to the lafh of 
their enemies, who exercifed various Severities upon 
them throughout the next reign. Upon the Suppreflion 
of Venner's mad infiirredtion., the government haying 
1 published a proclamation, Sorbidding the Anabaptifts, 
Quakers, and Fifth monarchy men, roaSTcmble or meet 
together under pretence oS worshipping God, except it 
be in Some parochial church, chapel, or in private 
houScs by conSent of the perfons there inhabiting, all 
meetings in other places, being declared to be unlawful 



and riotous, &c. &c. the Quakers thought it expedient 
'to addreSs the king thereon, which they did in the fou 
. lowing words : 

" Oh Kir.g Charles ! 
" /^VURdefire is, that thou ma'yeft live for ever i n 
the fear of God, and thy council. We befeech 
thee and thy council to read thefe following lines in 
tender bowels, and companion for our fouls, and for 
your good. 

" And this confider, we are about four hundred im- 
prifoned, in and about this city, of men and women 
from their families, belides, in the county gaols, about 
ten hundred f we defire that our" meetings may not be 
broken up, but that all may come to a Sair trial, that our 
innocency may be cleared up. 

" London, 16th day, eleventh month, 1660." 

On the a.8th of the fame month, they puhlifhed the 
declaration reSerrcd to in their addreSs, entitled, « A 
1 declaration from the harmleSs and innocent people of 
God.'called Quakers, againft all Sedition, plotters, and 
fighters in the world, for removing the ground of jea- 
lpufy and SuSpicion, Srom both magiftrates and people, 
in the kingdom, concerning wars and fightings." it 
was preSented to the king the 2 lft day of the eleventh 
month, 1660, and he promifed them upon his royal 
word, that they Should not Suffer Sor their opinions, as 
long as they lived peaceably; but his promiSes were very 
little regarded afterwards. 

In 1 661 , they aSTumcd courage to petition the houfc 
of lords for a toleration of their religion, and fur a dif- 
penSation from taking the oaths, which they held unlaw- 
ful, not from any disaffection to the government, or a 
belief that they were lefs obliged by an affirmation, but 
from a perfuafion that all oaths were unlawful, and that 
fwearing upon the moft Solemn occafions was forbidden 
in the New Teftament. Their petition was rejected, 
and inftead of granting them relief, an aft was palled 
againft them, the preamble to which fet forth, " That 
whereas Several perfons have taken up an opinion, that 
an oath, even before a magiftrate, is unlawful, and con- 
trary to the word of God ; and whereas, under pretence 
of religious worfhip, the faid perfons do aflemble in 
great numbers in fevcral parts of the kingdom, fepara- 
ting themfelves from the reft of his majefty's fubjeds, 
and the public congregations and uSual places oS divine 
worfhip: be it thereSorc er.adted, that if any fuch per- 
fons, after the 24th of March, 1661-2, Shall reSuSe to 
takean oath when lawfully tendered, or perfuade others 
to do it, or maintain in writing, or otherwise, the unlaw- 
fulnefs of taking an oath ; or if they ihall aflemble for 
religious worShip, to the number oS five or more, of 
the age oS fifteen, they Shall Sor the firft offence forfeit 
five pounds ; for the Second, ten pounds ; and for the 
third Shall abjure the realm, or be tranfported to the 
plantations : and the juftices of peace at their open Sel- 
iions may hear and finally determine in the affair." 

This adt had a moft dreadful effecT. upon the Quakers, 
though it was well known and notorious thefe confeien- 
tious perfons were far from fedition or difaffeclion to 
the government. George Fox, in his addreSs to the king, 
acquaints him, that three thouland and fixty-eight of 
their Sriends had been impnSoned Since his majefty's re- 
storation ; that their meetings were daily broken up by 
men with clubs and arms, and their Sriends thrown into 
the water, and trampled under foot till the blood gulhed 
out, which gave rife to their meeting in the open ftreets. 
A relation was printed, Signed by twelve witnelies. 
which fays, that more than Sour thouSand two hundred 
Quakers were imprisoned; and of them five hundred 
were in and about London, and the fuburbs; feveral 01 
whom were dead in the gaols. 

However, they even gloried in their fufferings, which 
increaSed every day ; fo that in 1665, and the interme- 
diate years, they were harraffed without example. As 
they perfifted reSolutely to aflemble, openly, at the 
Bull and Mouth bcSore-mentioned, the foldiefs, ana 
other officers, dragged them from thence to prifon, till 
'Mpiiioatc 
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Newgate was filled with them, and multitudes died of 
dole confinement, in that and other gaols. 

Six hundred of them, fays an account publifhed at 
this time, were in prifon, merely for religion-fake, , of 
whom feveral were banithed to the plantations. In fhort, 
fays Mr. Neale; the Quakers gave fuch full employment 
to the informers, that they had lefs leifure to actend the 
meetings of other Diflenters. 

Yet, under all thefe calamities, they behaved with pa- 
tience'and modefty towards the government, and upon 
occafion of the Rye-houfe plot, in 1682, thought pro- 
per to declare their innocence of that fham plot, in an 
addrels to the king, wherein, appealing to the fearcher 
of all hearts, they fay, their principles do not allow them 
to take up defenfive arms, much lefs to avenge them- 
felves for the injuries they receive from others; that they 
continually pray (or the king's fafety and prefervation ; 
and therefore take this occalion humbly to befeech his 
majefty to compaffionate their fufFering friends, with 
whom the gaols are lb filled, that they want air, to the 
apparent hazard of their lives, and to the endangering 
an infection in' divers places. Befides, many houfes, 
fhops, barns, and fields are ranfacked, and the goods, 
corn, and cattle fvvept away, to the difcouraging trade 
and huflMndry-j and impoverifhing great numbers of 
quiet and induftrious people ; and this, for no other 
caufe, but for the exercife of a tender confeience in the 
vorlhip of Almighty Godj who is fovereign Lord and 
King of men's confeiences. 

On the acceffion of James II. they addrefTed that 
monarch honettly and plainly, telling him, "we are come, 
toteftify our foirow for the death of our good friend 
Charles, and our joy for thy being made our governor. 
We are told thou art not of the pcrfuafion of the church 
of England, no more than we ; therefore we hope thou 
wilt grant us the fame liberty which thou allowed: thy- 
felf, which doing, we wifh thee all manner of happi- 

When James, by his difpenfing power, granted liber- 
ty to the Diffcniers, they began to enjoy fome reft from 
their troubles ; and indeed it was high time, for they 
were fwclled to an enormous amount. They, the year 
before this, to them glad releafe, in a petition to James 
for a cefTation of their lufferings, fet forch, "that of late 
above one thoufand five hundred of their friends, both 
men and women, and that now there remain one thou- 
fand three hundred and eighty-three ; of which two hun- 
dred are women, many under fentence of praemunire ; 
and more than three hundred near it, for refilling the 
oath of allegiance, becaufe they could not fwear. Three 
hundred and fifty have died in prifon lincc the year 
1680 ; in London, the gaol of Newgate has been 
crouded, within thefe t wo years, fometimes with near 20 
in a room, whereby feveral have been fuffocated, and 
others, who have been taken out fick, have died of ma- 
lignant fevers within a few days. Great violences, out- 
rageous diftrefTes, and woeful havock and fpoil, have 
been made upon people's goods and eftates, by a com- 
pany of idle, extravagant, and mercilefs informers, by 
pcrfecutions on the conventicle-adt, and others ; alfo on 
}«'/«;;; writs, and on other proceiTes, for twenty pounds 
a month, and tuo thirds of their eftates (eized for the 
king- Sume had not a bed left to reft on, others had 
no cattle to till the ground, nor corn for feed or bread, 
nor tools to work with; the faid informers and bailiffs 
m fome plates breaking into houfes, and making great 
Wfte and fpoil, under pretence of ferving the king and 
<ne church. Our religious affemblies have been charged 
"common law with being rioters and difturbers of the 
Public peace, whereby great numbers have been confined 
«i prifon without regard to age, and many confined in 
«°les and dungeons. The feizing for 20I. a month has 
amounted to many thoufands, and feveral who have era- 
P'oyed fome hundreds of poor people in manufactures, 
're difabled to do any more, by reafon of long impri- 
sonment. They fpare neither widow nor fatherlefs, nor 
Uve they fo much as a bed to lie on. The informers 
Me both witnelTes and profecutors, to the ruin of great 
"umbers of fober families ; and juftices of the peace 
fla ve been threatened with the forfeiture of one hundred 



pounds, if they do not iflue out warrants upon their in- 
formations." With this petition they prefented a lift of 
their friends in prifon, in the feveral counties, amount- 
ing to four hundred and fixty. 

During the reign of king James II: thefe people 
were, through the interccflion of their friend Mr. Penn, 
treated with greater indulgence than ever they had been 
before. They were now become extremely numerous 
in many parts of the country, and the fettlcment of 
Pennfylvania taking place' foon after, many of them 
went over to America. There they enjoyed the bleflings 
of a peaceful government, and cultivated the arts of 
honeft induftry. 

As the whole colony was the property of Mr. Penn, 
fo he invited people of all denominations to come and 
fettle with him. An un'iverfal liberty of confeience 
took place ; and in this new colony the natural rights 
of mankind were, for the firft time, eftablifhed. 

Thefe Friends are, in the prefent age, a very harmlefs 
inoffenfivc body of people; but of rhat ue fliall take 
more notice hereafter. By their wife regulations, they 
not only do honour to themfelves, but they are of vail 
fervice to the community: and here wc are led to con- 
fidcr their tenets, with refpeel to the grand articles of 
the Chriftian faith, and their difcipline concerning 
church communion. 

They prof'efs faith in God, by his only-begotten Son 
Jefus Chrift, as being their light and life, as well as their 
only way to the Father, and a mediator with the Father. 
That God created all things by his Son Jefus Chrift; and 
that the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit are one 
Divine Being, infeparable, one true living and eternal 
God, blefied for ever. That the Word, or Son of Man, 
in the fulnefs of time, took our nature upon him, and 
became a perfect man, according to the flefh ; was mi . 
raculoufly conceived by the power of the Holy Ghoft, 
and born of the Virgin Mary ; declared to be the Son of 
God, according to the fpirit of fanctification, by the 
refurrcftion from the dead. That in this Word was life, 
and the fame life was the light of men, the life and light 
within us ; and that men are to believe in this light, 
Chrift Jefus. 6 

That as man he died for our fins, rofe again, and was 
raifed up into glory ; he having, by that one great uni- 
verfal offering, become a facrihee for peace, atonement, 
and reconciliation between God and man. That Jefus, 
who fitteth on the right-hand of the Majefty of Heaven, 
is our king, high-prieft,and prophet, in his church, and 
by his fpirit alfo maketh interceflion in our hearts. 
That the gofpel of this grace fhould be preached, in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, being one 
in power, wifdom, and goodnefs, in the work of man's 
falvation, and that all our prayers arc anfwered by the 
Father through the Son. 

That Chrift's body that was crucified was not the God- 
head ; yet, by the power of God, it was raifed from the 
dead, changed into a more glorious condition, and 
afcended into heaven. 

Firm and living faith in Jefus Chrift the Son of the li- 
ving God refpefts his being and fulnefs, and alfo his ma- 
king himfelf known in the foul fn every degree of his 
light, life, fpirit, grace, and truth, the immediate 
caufe, author, object, and ftrength of our living faith ; 
which light and life of the Son of God, when truly ob- 
ferved and followed, will bring us to the adoption of 

It is true, we arc not to undervalue the holy fcriptures, 
nor flight the preaching of the word, as being outward 
helps and inftruments in the hand of God for the con- 
verfion of finners ; nor do we fet them up in oppofition 
to the light of the fpirit of God or Chrift within ; for 
his faithful meiTengers are minifters thereof to turn peo- 
ple to the fame fpirit and light within them. 

It is certain, that great is the myftery of godlinefs in 
itfelf, that God fhould be manifefted in the flelh j and 
it is a great and precious myftery of godlinefs and chrif- 
tianity, that Chrift fhould be fpiritually and effectually 
manifefted in men's hearts. Chrift is revealed to all 
true believers, freeing them from the bondage of fin, in 
their wifdom, righteoufnqfs, fanctification, and redemp- 
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tion. This myftery of godlincfs in it's own being and 
glory, hath been and muft be teftificd, preached, and 
believed, where God is pleafed to give commiffion, and 
prepare people's hearts for the fame. 

As touching the refurredlion of the dead, we believe 
as the fcripture tefiifies, " That if in this life we only 
have hope, we are of all men the mod miferable." That 
the foul or fpirit of every man or woman fhall be refumed 
in it's own diftindl and proper being, and every foul 
fhall have it's proper body, as God is pleafed to give it. 
A natural body is fown, a fpiritual body is railed j and 
though this corruptible fhall put on incorruption, and 
this mortal (hall put on immortality, the change fhall be 
fuch as flefli and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, fo we expedl our bodies to be fpiritual in the refur- 
redlion, and that they fhall far excel what our bodies are 
at prefent ; but how the dead are raifed, or with what 
body they come, we fubmit to the wifdom and plea- 
fure of Almighty God ; for we cannot prefume to de- 

As to the doctrine of the final judgment, we believe, 
that God hath committed all judgment unto his Son 
Jefus Chrift, and he is appointed to be both the judge of 
quick and dead, and of the ftates and end of all man- 
kind. That Jefus Chrift, who hath fo deeply fuffered, 
and endured fo many indignities, fhall in the laft and 
great day manifeftly appear in glory, attended with all 
his glorious and heavenly hoft and retinue, to the terror 
and amazement of all who have denied him ; but to the 
glory and triumph of the righteous, the faithful followers 
and friends of Chrift. It is aVighteous thinfriwith God, 
that they who fuffer with him, fhall appear with him in 
glory and dignity, when he fhall appear at laft to judge 
the world and the princes thereof. Whilft thofe who 
now evade and reject the inward convictions and judg- 
ment of the light, and fhut up the records or books 
thereof in their own confeiences ; they fhall be at laft 
opened, and every thing judged of the things recorded 
therein, according to their works. 

Thefe articles are generally approved of by moft of 
thofe chriftians whom we call orthodox ; but as a 
charge was brought againft the Quakers for having em- 
braced the notion of Socinus, in vindication of them- 
felves they added a few more articles to their creed. 
Thefe are as follow : 

I. That Jcfus of Nazareth, who was born of the 
Virgin Mary, is the true Mefliah, the Chrift, the Son of 
God, to whom all the prophets are witnefs ; and that 
we do highly value his death, fufferings, works, offices, 
and merits, for the redemption of mankind, with his 
laws, dodlrines, and miniftry. 

II. That this very Chrift of God, who is the Lamb 
of God that taketh away all the fins of the world, was 
flain, was dead, and is alive for ever in his eternal glory, 
dominion, and power, with the Father. 

III. That the holy fcripturcs arc of Divine authority, 
as being given by the infpiration of God. 

IV. And that magiftracy, or civil government, is 
God's ordinance, the good ends thereof being for the 
punifhment of evil doers, and the praife of them that 
do well. 

Thefe articles were added by one George Whitehead, 
a noted man among them; and here it may be neceflary 
to obferve, that thefe people pay very great regard to 
the fcripturcs, and to many other dodlrines of the gof- 
pel. 

Baptifm is not praclifed by thefe people. They fay, 
that it is not outward walhing. with water that makes the 
heart clean, by which men are fitted for heaven. Mr. 
Barclay, in his Apology, endeavours to prove this propo- 
fition in the following manner, viz. " As there is one 
Lord, and one faith* fo there is one baptifm, which is 
not the putting away the filth of the fiefh, but theanfwer 
of a good confeience before God, by the refurredlion of 
Jefus Chrift. And this baptifm is a pure and fpiritual 
thing; that is, the baptifm of the fpirit, and by which we 
are buried with him; that being walhed and buried from 
our fins, .we may walk in newnefs of life; of which. the 
baptifm of John was only a figure, which was com- 



manded for a time, and not to continue for ever." Su h 
are the fentiments of this learned man concerning infant 
baptifm, or in generaj all water baptifm whatever. M 
adds further, that infant baptifm is a mere human \n 
vention ; for which neither precept nor practice is to b 
found in fcripture. e 
Concerning the facrament of the Lord's fuppcr, he 
advances, " That the communion of the body a n( j 
blood of Chrift is inward and fpiritual, which is the 
participation of his Hefti and blood, by which the infant 
man is daily nouriftied in the hearts of thofe in whom 
Chrift dwells ; of which things the breaking of bread 
by Chrift with his difciples was a figure, which they even 
ufed in the church for a time, who had received the fub. 
• ftance for the caufe of the weak ; even in abflaining from 
things ftrangled, and from blood 5 the Walhing of one 
another's feet, and the anointing of the lick with oil; 
all which are commanded with lefs authority and folem- 
nity than the former; yet feeing they are only the (ha. 
dows of better things, fo they ceafe in fuch as have 
obtained the fubftance." 

It is not our bufinefs to inquire whether Mr. Barclay's 
fentiments be true or not; his Apology, however, was 
foon after it's firft publication tranflated into Latin, 
which even led foreigners to read it ; and the author 
has feen tranflations of it into French, German, and 
Low Dutch. 

Having thus far confidered the principles of the 
Friends, commonly called Quakers, we fhall proceed 
to give fomc account of the various parts of their did 
cipline. 

In 1667, George Fox recommended the fetting up 
of monthly meetings throughout the nation, the friends 
having only had their quarterly meetings. " And the 
Lord appeared (fays George) unto me, and bid me fee 
what I muft do, and how men and women's monthly and 
quarterly meetings fhould be ordered and eftablilhed in 
England, and. other nations, and that I fhould write to 
them where 1 came not, to do the fame. Accordingly, 
having recommended the fetting up of two monthly 
meetings in London to take care of God's glory, and to 
admonifh and exhort fuch as walked diforderly, and not 
according to- the truth; then I paffed forth into the 
counties again, and advifed that monthly meetings 
fhould be fettled there alfo, for the fame purpofe, which 
Was done according to the gofpcl order, in and by the 
power of God ; and in the year 1668, I went over for 
the fame purpofe to Ireland. From thence I went to 
Scotland, to Holland, to Barbadoesi and to many 
parts of America, advifing friends to fettle monthly 
meetings in thofe countries ; all which was accordingly 
done. 

The good effedls of thefe monthly meetings difcovereA. 
themfelves in the reformation that took place among ouf 
friends, and they were acknowledged even by thofe who 
did not join us." Thefe monthly meetings were more 
or lefs in number, as the cafe required, in every refpec- 
tive county ; and three monthly meetings make a quar- 
terly one in each county. Thefe meetings called quar- 
terly, determined every thing too hard for the monthly 
ones, and prepared matters for the general yearly meet- 
ings. In all thefe meetings they are equal in power, they 
have no perfon to prefide over them, becaufe they ac- 
knowledge none but Chrift for their head. They have 
no difputes concerning differences, but endeavour to 
convince each other in the fpirit of love and meeknefs. 
In thefe meetings they inquire into all the wants of their 
brethren. 

In their proceedings againft offenders, they are as fol- 
low : He is vifited by fome of the friends, and the fa& 
he is charged with is kid before him. They labour with 
much love and zeal to convince his confeience that he 
has been out of the way of his duty. They keep i» 
view the glory of God, the good of his foul, and the 
honour of their profelfion. It commonly happens, that 
he is.prevailed on to own his fault, and profefs fincere 
repentance; and then the thing is never mentioned to 
him afterwards. . 

The monthly meeting chufe fome of the graveft 01 
their friends to vifit fuch as are abfent, to converfc w'trt 
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them to take care that the poor be provided fori to pro- 

„ 'piety, charity, and friendfhip in families, to take 
m t h at the children of the poor be inftructed, clothed, 
»nd in all things provided for. 

Although they fupply the wants of all their 6wn poor, 
vet this does not prevent them from being charitable to 
; he poor of other religious denominations. 

The firft queftions afked by thofe whom we have al- 
ready mentioned as vifitors are the following. 

I How are miniftering friends in love arid unity with 
one' another, and with faithful brethren in their own 

"/.'"do none of them travel abroad in the works of the 
miniftry, without a certificate from their own monthly 
meetin gs^ ^ ^ cacn other, and toitrangers ? 

IV. Do none overcharge themfelves with bufinefs to 
the hindrance of their fcrvicc ? 

V Are they found in their miniftry ? . 

VI. Do any of them burden their hearers with words 
without life ? ...,„. , 

VII. Do they adorn their doctrine by a fuitable con- 
duel and coriverfation, as good example in all ref- 
pecls? ' 

The fenfible reader will acknowledge, that thefe are 
very important queftions ; but their difcipline concern- 
ing marriage; merits the attention of Proteftants of all 
denominations. 

The man and woman prefent themfelves to the men 
and women at the monthly meetings where they reftde, 
and there deliver their- intention of taking each other as 
hufband and wife, if the faid meeting have no material' 
objections againft it. • 

The principal conditions of their acceptance, are the 
following: 

Firft, It is an eftablifhed rule, that no man propofe 
marriage to 'a woman, without the previous confent of 
his own and her parents, or guardians ; and if the tin- 
bridled affeftions of any fhould have precipitated him 
into a breach of this rule, he is required to remove the 
offence, as is alfo the woman, and give fatisfacVion to 
fuch parents and guardians, and to the meeting to which 
they belong, by a due and open acknowledgment of the 
offence, and condemnation'of themfelves for it, and to 
get the confent of their guardians before they can pro- 
ceed with the marriage. 

Secondly, That the parties be of the fame opinion and 
judgment in matters of religion, and profeffed members 
of this fociety. 

Thirdly, That none fhall marry-within fuch degrees 
of confanguinity or affinity, as are forbidden by the law 
ofGod. • 

Fourthly, If either of the parties has given-offence 
to their friends formerly, by fome act of fcandal, they 
are to acknowledge it, which is generally done in 
writing. 

If no objections are then made, notice of the intended 
marriage is publifhed in the meetings, where the man 
or woman refides, or did refide, which muft be done 
before the marriage is folemnized, in order that conve- 
nient time may be granted for fatisfaction concerning 
their clearances of all fcandal of previous contract, and 
every thing elfe. 

The parties are required to give their attendance a 
fecond time at the' monthly meeting, which is ufually 
the next enfuing, when the parties appointed to make 
-the inquiry, return and give the anfwer, which if proved 
fatisfactory, the parties are at liberty to proceed to the 
accomplifhment of the marriage. 

Thefe marriages are folemnized in the common ordi- 
nary meetings, which hath had this good effect, to make 
public, and ftrongly recommend this decent and comely 
order to all fober friends. . > 

Here the man and woman, take each other as hulband 
and wife, and promife, with God's affiftance, to be loving 
and faithful in that relation, till death feparates th"~ 
Of all thefe proceedings, a narrative is kept in the n 
ner of a certificate, to which the hulband -and wife fet 
their hands, thereby making it their own act and deed, 
No. 6 4 . 



lenng. 

As for fecond marrying, they attend to the following 

Firft, If the man be a widower, or the woman a w i- 
dow, and have children by a former hulband or wife, 
that provifion be previoufly made for fuch children, 
" here it can conveniently be done. 

Secondly, Friends fhould not proceed to fecond mar- 
riages, till at leaft one year is elapfed from the death of 
the former wife", or hulband, and the practice accord- 
ly has been fuch ; for to do otherwife would look 



ingly 
indeci 



To their general meeting at London, which afTem- 
bles at Whitfuntide, are admitted friends from all the 
churches they have- in the world, to give an account of 
the ftate of every particular church, which from fome 
parts is done only by writing, and then a general epiftle 
: - lent to all the churches. 

Thefe epiftlesj from their general meetings in London, 
have fomething in them of a very pious and moral ten- 
dency, of which we fhall afterwards give a fpecimen. 
In the mean time, we cannot help obferving, that of all 
religious denominations, thefe people fuffer more than 
others. They are obliged to pay all forts of taxes, 
and yet none of their poor become burthenfome to the 
parifhes. • 

The Papifts have had greater indulgencies fhewn them 
than the Friends, and there are numbers of papifts in 
the workhouies in England. It is true, thofe of the 
Quakers or Friends, muft be likewife admitted, on con^ 
dition of their applying for it; but we cannot fay bucit 
is rather cruel, to make men pay for the fupport of the 
>oor, feeing they fupport all their own, and that in fo 
lecent a manner. 

The following epiftle was written by that great orna~ 
ment of the literary world, Dr. John Fothergill, at the 
yearly meeting at London, May 29, .1779. It will 
ferve to fliew what were the fentimenrs of thofe peacea- 
ble people under the unhappy circumftanccs of affairs at 
that time. 

A LETTER, 
From. Dr. JOHN FOTHERGILL. 
Dearly beloved friends and brethren, 

TN the love of God, and the fetlowfhip of the gofpel, 
A which we have, with deep thankfulnefs of heart, in 
a good degree experienced to attend us, both in our 
meetings for worftiip, and thofe for tranfacting the affairs 
of the church, we affectionately falute you ; with fervent 
defires that brotherly love, peace, and. concord; may con- 
tinue and incrcafe amongft us, and that a tender and 
chriftian concern may come upon all, in their refpec- 
tive ftations, for. the maintenance of good order, and 
the promotion of truth and righleoufnefs upon earth. 

By accounts received from the feveral quarterly meet- 
ings in England, and by epiftles . from Wales, North- 
Britain, Ireland, Holland, New-England, New-York, 
Pennfylvania, New-Jerfey, Maryland, North and South 
Carolina, and Georgia, we are informed that love and 
unity are generally preserved in the churches, to many 
of wh ich divers have been joined through convincement j . 
and that a corifidcrable number of well-difpqfed youth 
-appears in various parts. 

The fuffcrings of our brethren in America have been 
' many places, efpccially in Pennfylvania, thp 



great ._. , , 

Jerfeys, Long-Ifland, Rhode-lfland, and Nantucket. 
Thefe fufferings have principally arifen from that con- 
fufion and diftrefs which are infeparable from war, from 
the laws enadled for promoting military fervices, and 
from ads inforcing declarations of allegiance to thofe in 
power. 

The friends who were baniftied from Philadelphia 
have been permitted to return to their habitations, ex- 
cepting two, who died in exile; and fome of thofe who 
were imprifoned have been fet at liberty. 

8X It 



75« 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



It is with fatisfaction wc undcrfland, that their meet- 
ings for worlhip and difcipline are duly kept up, and 
that notwithflanding the difficulties and dangers that 
furround them, friends attend them with diligence, and 
many from remote places; their minds are often ten- 
dered therein, and united in love one to another, and in 
deep fympathy with the fufFerers amongft them. And ' 
it evidently appears, that the turning of. the mighty 
hand of the Lord upon them hath not been in vain ! but 
that, having learned by the things they have fullered, ■ 
and from the apprehenfion of future probations, they 
are engaged to wait for that Divine help, protection, 
and fupport, which alone can enable them to endure. with 
patience and holy refignation the trials that are permitted 
to attend them. 

Our brethren in thofc parts gratefully acknowledge 
the kindnefs and regard of friends in England and Ire- 
land, in fo early and liberally contributing to the relief 
of their diltrelTcs. Many, from eafy circumftanccs, have 
been reduced to great hardfhips and necellities, but have 
been- meafurably kept in a ftate of contentment : thefc 
have fhared the benevolence of thofe who have been pre- 
ferved from the like fufferings. It appears, that their 
.afflictions, though grievous in divers places, have tended 
to awaken many to a proper fenfe of their condition, and 
to increafc a watchfulnels and care, that they may walk 
anfwerable to the mercies received, and faithful in the 
teftimonies committed to rhcir charge, againft wars and 
other anti-chriftian practices. 

May a deep fympathy with our afflicted brethren 
affect every mind; and may we all watch unto prayer, 
that it may pleafe the Divine Majefty to fhortcn the day 
of their diftrefs. 

The fufferings of friends brought in this year from 
England and Wales, being chiefly for tithes, and thofe 
called church-rates, amount to 3763I. and thofe from 
Ireland to 1254I. 

Inafmuch as we have fufficient ground to believe that 
the true gbfpel miniftry is freely received from the Holy 
Head and unchangeable High-Prieft of the chciftian 
church, and by him commanded to be freely given; we 
cannot efteem the laws of men, made in the apoftatized 
flate of the profefling churches, as of any force to fuper- 
fede his divine law, or to warrant us to act in violation 
thereof; we therefore exhort you, brethren, to be true' 
and ftedfaft in the faith once delivered to the faints, and 
deeply fuffered for by divers of the proteftant martyrs, as 
well as by our own faithful predeceflbrs. However any 
amongft us, to whom blindnefs in part hath* happened, 
may fvvervefrom the law, and frOm the teftimony, fuffer 



it not to : fall as in.thc ftreets, through your weaknef s 
or the want of your example ; left for your denial 0 f 
Chrift. before men, he deny you before his Father, ami 
the holy angels. 

Let us alio remind fuch as may be remifs in attention 
to the teachings of the grace of God in their own hearts 
that the kingdom of Chrift is a peaceable kingdom; and 
though his l'crvants walk in the flefli, they do not war 
after the flelb. He commands them to love their ene- 
mies; and many who have followed him in the regenc- 
ration, and abode under his goverment, have found 
themfelves reftrained from all wars and fightings; which 
are not of the fpirit of the Saviour, but that of thede- 
ftroyerof mankind. Believing this, we cannot coniilU 
ently take any part therein; nor be concerned as owners 
of armed veflels, in letters of marque, or as purchafers 
of prize goods ; neither can wc affilt in the fale of them: 
for whoever amongft us lb confederate with the captors, 
afford evident tokens that they either prefer the gain of a' 
corrupt intereft to the convictions of divine light in their 
own confeierices, or that they are become infenliblc of 
them; both which muft tend to their condemnation. 
' Now; dear friends, feeing our time is ever filcmly 
upon the wing, and the opportunity afforded us for the 
important work of preparation daily fhortening; know, 
ing alfo, that the folcmn period advances, wherein every 
individual, however occupied ifi this tranfient mode of 
being, muft foon be called hence, and may, in a moment 
unexpected, be broken off from every temporal con- 
nection, by that awful command, » Give an account of 
thy ftewardfllip; for thou mayeft be no longer Reward:" 
let us be vigilant, and in carncft fo to improve the 
precious time allotted us, that when his awakening 
call approaches, our confeiences may not accufe us; but 
our faith may be firm, and an admittance granted us 
into that city which hath foundations, whofe builder and 
maker is' God! 

" Sec that ye walk circumfpectly, not as fools, but at 
. wife, redeeming the time, becaufe the days are evil. 
Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith from God 
'the Father, and the Lord Jefus Chrift. Grace be to all 
them that love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fmcerity." 

Eph. v.i 5.— vi. 23. 

Before we conclude the account of thefe people, it may 
be neceflary to obferve, that as the Friends, commonly 
called Quakers, will not take an oath in a court of juiticc, 
fo their affirmation is permitted in all civil affairs; but 
they cannot profecute a criminal, becaufe in our courts 
of juftice all evidence muft be upon oath. 



CHAP. 



II. 



Containinzan ACCOUNT of the WESTERN MARTYROLOGY, or BLOODY ASSIZES \ together -with tk 
LIVES, TRIALS, and DYING SPEECHES, of tbofe EMINENT PROTESTANTS, that suffered intbt 
West 0/ England, and elfeivbere, from the Year 1678, to 1685. Towbichis added, the LIFE and DEA1 H of 
GEORGE Lord JEFFREYS. 



■The MARTYRDOM of Sir EDMUND-BURY 
GODFREY. 

THE eleareft method for the defcription of the mar- 
tyrdom of this good man, will be firft to inquire 
into the occafion of it ; and then the manner, circum- 
ftanccs, and authors; and laflly, the feveral endeavours 
that have been ufed to clear the papifts of that indelible 
guilt, which flicks upon them frorri fo horrid a villainy. 

For the occafion of his martyrdom, what was faid in 
the fumming up the evidence concerning him, butmo- 
deftly and on fuppofition only, we may yet venture to 
affirm pofitively, This proteftant magiftrare was certainly 
murdered, becaufe he was a proteftant. 

But the particular and fpecial reafons were the fol- 

1 . He had taken examinations about the popifh plot. 



and thofe not only (as the attorney-general faid in the 
trial of the affaffins) perhaps, but undoubtedly more 
than arc now extant. Mr. Oates addreffed himfelf to 
him with his depositions : he had taken them, and in- 
quired fomething clofely into the defign, as his manner 
was in any thing which belonged to his office. This the 
papifts. very well knew, and therefore found' it conve- 
nient to be rid of a troublefome bufy man, who, now he 
was engaged in the bufinefs, was likely to pierce to the 
bottom of it; and he being once out of the way, the 
evidence might very eafily have been difpofed of to their 
fatisfaction. 

But here thofc, whofe intereft it is £0 get clear of fucn 
a charge, object very pertly ; What need, or what ad- 
vantage, in taking off a juftice, when the fame things 
were depofed in other places ? 

2. The fecond rcafort or occafion for this murder w 
eafily 
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eafily anfwer that objection. They not only bore him 
malice for what he had already done in Oates's cafe, and 
might probably be ignorant of thofe fecret paflages 
tranfacted before king and council, in relation to Oates's 
depolitions, but were fenfiblc of a deeper rcafon than 
all this, and which brought them into more danger than 
the other. 

Mr. Dugdale had received a letter the very night on 
which this gentleman was martyred (of which more anon) 
with thefe words in it, [This night fir Edmund-Bury ^ 
Godfrey is difpatched.] This came from the papifts to 
Ewers, a popifh prielt at my lord Afton'sj who, after 
he had read it, communicated the good news to Mr. 
Dugdale, telling him, One of their enemies was taken 
cut of the way. ,Hc being defirous to know, how things 
went, afked, What was the rcafon they took away his 
life?. Ewers told him. There was a meffage fent to Mr. 
Coleman, when in Newgate, to defire him that he would 
not reveal any thing of the plot ; which meflage came 
from the duke of York. To which Coleman replied, 
What wa3 he the nearer, for he had been fo foolifh as to 
reveal all to fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey already ? But 
upon the examination of Oates before fir Edmund-Bury 
Godfrey, he was afraid he would come in as evidence 
againll him, having (hewn himfelf eager in the bufinefs. 
To which the duke of York fent word again, If he would 
take care not to reveal, but conceal it, fir Edmund- 
Bury Godfrey fhould not come in againft him. And 
the next news was, that he was difpatched. 

Now this effectually takes off the former cavil; and 
this lit Roger could not but be fenfible of ; and conclu- 
ding fo unanfwerably againft what he built fo much up- 
on, even lets it fairly drop, and mentions not a fyllable 
of it in all his book. Which evidence of Mr. Dug- 
dale's; is beyond contradiction confirmed by feveral hints 
unluckily given in lir Roger's own depofitions, where 
Mr. Wynnel depofes what iir Edmund told him, Coleman 
muft die, and mentioned confults about a toleration j 
adding further, That he was matter of a dangerous fe- 
crct that would be fatal to him. Hence nothing can be 
more plain to any reafonable man, than that fir Edmund 
was acquainted with Mr. Coleman as well as Dr. Oates, 
and knew even the minute circumftareccs in thofe letters 
which afterwards were brought againft him, and ftood 
in fear of his life for that very rcafon, as for the fame 
he afterwards loft it. 

For the manner of his death, thofe who were accom- 
plices therein fhould belt know it j and the objections 
againft their evidence the reader may find cleared, if he 
will take the pains to look a little lower. After the poor 
gentleman had feveral days been dogged by the papifts, 
as Dr. Oates, Mr. Prance, and Mr. Bedlow, unani- 
moufly fwear, and which he as good as acknowledged to 
Mr. Robinfon, as' appears on the trial of his murderers, 
they at lalt accomplifhed their wicked defign, oo Satur- 
day, October 12, 1678, and under pretence of a quar- 
rel, which they knew his care for the public peace would 
oblige him to prevent, about nine o'clock at night, as 
he was going home, got him into the Water-Gate at 
Somerfet-Houfe. When he was thus trepanned in, and 
got out of hearing from the ftreet, toward the lower end 
of the yard, Green, one of the affaflins, threw a twifted 
handkerchief round his neck, and drew him behind the 
rails, which, notwithstanding his age and weaknefs, are 
objected againft it's probability; taking him thus at a 
furprize, and in the dark, it was eafy for him to do, 
Specially three or four more of them immediately falling 
in to aflift him, there they throttled him ; and left that 
fliould not be en6ugh, punched and kicked him on the 
weaft, as fufheienfly appeared when his body was found, 
°y the marks upon it; and left he (hould not be yet dead 
•uough, another of them, Girald, or, as I find him 
wiled in other places, Fitzgerald, would have run him 
through, but was hindered by the reft, left the blood 
ftiould have difcovered them. But Green, to make fure 
*ork, wrung his neck round, as it was found afterwards 
°n the infpedtion of the furgeons. 

: . For the difpofal of the body, they all carried it up 
"uo a little chamber of Hill's, another of the murderers, 
*«io had been, or was Dr. Godwin's man, where it lay 



till Monday night, when they removed it into another 
room, and thence back again, till Wednefday, when they 
carried him out in a fedan about twelve o'clocky and af- 
terwards upon a horfe, with Hill behind him, to Sup- 
port him, till thev got to Primrofe-Hill, or, as fome fay 
it is called, Green-Bury-Hill, near a public houfe, cal- 
led the White Houfe, and there threw him into a ditch, 
with his gloves and cane on a bank near him, and his 
own fword run through him, on purpofe to pcrfuade the 
world he had killed himfelf. Very politically making 
choice of a place to lay him where they might both 
think he would be fome time concealed, and near where 
he had been feen walking the fame day, if the affidavits 
to this purpofe in fir Roger's book may be relied upon. 
_ All this Mr. Prance fwcars upon th.e trial of his mur- 
derers, with whom he acknowledges he had feveral con- 
futations before at the Plow alehoufe, and other places, 
concerning it; whofe evidence is confirmed, not only 
by innumerable other circumflanccs, but Mr. Bedlow's 
confeflion, who was to have been prefent at the action, 
had not remorfe of confeience hindered him, having 
been engaged by rhc confpiragprs for a great reward, and 
was afterwards to have a considerable part of it for car- 
rying off the body, which he fwcars he faw in the very 
rqom where Prance fays it was removed on the Monday 
night. But even here too he failed them, fo it was done 
without his afliftance in the manner before defcribed. 

And very fure, no doubt, the great plotters thought 
they had now made their bufinefs: for we are not to fan- 
cy thefe little villains attempted fuch an action of their 
own impulfe; the great fpring we had before in Dug- 
dale's ftory of Coleman, from whence thofe large fums 
muft proceed which Bedlow mentions. Now, I fay, 
they thought the bufinefs was as fure as the Jews had* 
made the fepulchre, having fcaled all the mouths of the 
parties concerned, with oaths and facramems, folemni- 
ties commonly abufed by their party to the foulefl villai- 
nies. But neirher that, nor the darknefs of the night, 
nor the diftance of places, could hinder the Divine Juf- 
tice from looking through and difcovering the villains 
concerned, and bringing them to punifhmcnts worthy 
their wickednefs. It was accomplifhed in the following 
manner : His body being found by fome who accidental- 
ly walked that way, and generally fufpected from his 
former difcourfes, and many probabilities, that he was 
murdered by the papifts, the king iflued a proclamation 
with a promife of indemnity and. 500I. reward to any 
who would difcovcr it. On this Mr. Bedlow wrote a 
letter to the fecretary from the country, concerning his 
knowledge of fomething considerable in that matter; 
and being fent for up to town, revealed whatever he 
knew of the bufinefs. And a little after, Prance being 
accidentally feized by a conftable, then in the houfe of 
lords lobby, was known by Mr. Bedlow, having feen 
his face on that Monday night, when at the fame time 
they faw the body ; and who on examination difcovered 
alfo what his fliarc was in the murder : and though he 
afterwards denied it, for fear of lofing his trade, and 
fuch other motives, as he himfelf confeffed, yet in a 
quarter of an hour he . returned again to his firft evi- 
dence. 

But the mdft difficult talk will be what yet remains, 
the clearing thofe objections, and fome of them plaufible 
ones, and which have led away too many well-meaning 
men, againft the truth of this recited evidence ; as well 
as fome infinuations fpread abroad, and made the moft 
of to perfuade the world this worthy gentleman was 
guilty of his own death. 

But here it cannot be expected that a private perfon, 
who has not the advantages of fir Roger, to have war- 
rants for that purpofe, and all perfons and papers be- 
fore him relating to that bufinefs, and who had great 
wit, and honefty little enough to pick out, and leave in, 
what was for his turn ; that fuch a one fhould be. able 
to go through fo many hundred pages as his book confifts 
of, and anfwer every particular therein. It will be fa- 
tisfadtion enough to any rational man to touch fome of 
the plots and fetches made ufe of from one time to ano- 
ther, to wafh the Blackamoor white, and clear the pa- 
pifts from this villainy : to anfwer the main objections 
againft 
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againft the evidence, and bring fome corroborating orv 
cumftances for the truth of it. And laftly, To fhew fir 
Edmund could not murder himfelf in that place and 
manner as is pretended. . 

The firft of the methods they ufed to fham off this 
murder, was by early reports they fpread about, even 
before his body was found, That he had killed himfelf. 
Now this, fir Roger himfelf can fcarcehave face enough 
to affirm was done by the brothers to get the eftate j 
fince it was a very odd way, certainly, to do that, by 
letting the world openly know he was a felf-murderer. 
That fuch reports were fpread, we fhall by and by prove, 
and that from fir Roger's own book, without the trouble 
of confulting the paper-office; and who got by it, who 
fhould do ir, whofe intercft was it to do it, but the pa- 
pifts, although the particular authors may be unknown? 

Among the many evidences of his death, being 
known at fo many diftant places before it was made 
public here, there are two come up exactly to the mat- 
ter in hand. The firft, which was recited by the reve- 
rend dean of Bangor, fince bifhop of St. Afaph, in h.s 
funeral fermon, and which, it feems, he had of one 
Mr Angus, who, the fame day fir Edmund was found 
about five o'clock on Primrofe-Hill, being in Mr. Chif- 
well's fhop, in St. Paul's Church-yard, about one or two, 
there was a perfbn unknown to him palled by, and clap- 
ping him upon the fhoulder, alked him, If he heard 
The news that fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey was found dead, 
with his own fword run through him. 

The fecond is of Mr. Goldfborough, clerk of the 
houfe of commons, who being in a barber's fhop on 
Tuefday morning, while he was miffing, a perfon came 
in open-mouthed, That fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey was 
found ; and being afked where, replied, He had killed 
himfelf upon Primrofe-Hill s where upon the 1 hurfday 
following in the evening, the body was indeed difco- 

Ve The fecond considerable attempt made the fame way, 
was by one Magrath, an Irifhman, the famous Cehers, 
who told the fame ftory to the prince of Wales, and to 
a great many more befides him 5 the Jefuits in Newgate, 
and others,,who pretended to prove that lir Edmund- 
Bury Godfrey hanged himfelf, and his clerk, Moor, cut 
him down. But being examined at the council-board, 
it proved only a malicious and falfe contrivance. 

It will be well to remark, that Mrs. Mary Gibbons 
was one of the perfons deeply engaged in this deiign, 
among fo much other good company : and that Mrs. 
Mary Gibbons is one of the principal evidences fir Roger 
makes ufe of in his book. Though this fham was then 
fo thin laid, and this perfon fo well known, that even 
Farewell and Pain were afhamed to make ufe of either 
in their letters to Prance on this fubjeift but protcft very 
folemnly, That none of thofe neither Cehers, the 
Newgate priefts, nor Mrs. Mary Gibbons, Or 'other pa- 
pifts, or popiihly affected, knew any thing of the mat 
tetybut were all ftrangers to it. 

When this contrivance was found out by all the world 
to be nothing but a fham as to Celiers's being with child 
in Newgate, or fomebody elfe in another place, yet was 
not the indefatigable zeal of that party difcouraged ■ but 
Mr. Farewell, a perfon intrufted in managing the eftates 
and lands of the Jefuits ; and Pain, brother to the fa- 
mous Pain, who wrote St. Coleman's elegy, fet a new 
project on foot to the fame purpofe in fome letters lent to 
Prance, and printed by N. Thomfon ; which indeed, if 
•we look clofe into them, will appear to be fir Roger in 
little, there being the felf-fame expreflions in one as tl 
other, and his rtiyftery feeming to be hardly more th: 
their letters fpread a little thinner The blood gulhing 
out of the wound— Bedlow's and Prance's eaft and welt 
contradictions— The wax dropped on his cloaths after 
he was found, and feveral other things, the felf-fame in 
both Of them. And I- remember, at that very time, 
it was Shrewdly fufpedted and rumoured about town, 
that the fame perfon lay -behind the curtain, and thruft 
their cats-feet into thetfre, who has -fince appeared pub- 
licly in profecution of the fame eaufe. 

Before their trial, they reckoned their witnefTes by the 
hundred, pretending to makc-his felf-murder as clear as 



the fun. When they came to it, and had all the hit 
play imaginable, Pain's heart failed' him, and he pleaded 
guilty. Farewell made fo poor a defence, and the., mats 
ter was fo clearly proved againft them, that Farewell 
and Thomfon were both fined by the court, and fenteru 
ced to ftand in the pillory, with the following infcriptiOtt 
over them 1 For libelling the juftice of the nation, -by 
making the world believe that lir Edmund-Bury GoA. 
frey murdered himfelf. Where how abundantly they 
were honoured by the fpectators, all who know any 
thing of the ftory cannot but remember. 

Thus it lay for fome time, and no perfon was fo hardy 
to make any farther attempts that way, while there wai 
any poffibility of having juftice againft them : but when 
the fheriffs, juries, nay, king and all were ch'angedj 
when that paft, which poor Oates and all the world havt 
caufe to remember j when, if Prance would not uncon-. 
fefs, he knew he muft tread the fame dolorous way that 
Oares had done before him, and had now done all that 
could be defired ; then fir Roger took up the cudgels; 
and publifhed his book, called, The Myftery of fir Ed; 
mund-Bury Godfrey's death unfolded ; or, which would 
have been a fitter title, The fecond edition, with adui- 
of Farewell's and Pa-in's letters. The main of-, 
hat he advances there, will be anfwered in clearing, as 
is propofed, the objections againft the evidence rels 

ff'the ill character of the. perfons who gave it beur- 
ged to invalidate their teftimony, as this does not reach 
all of them, fo it has been often anfwered, Who but 
fuch were fit for fuch villainies? If their feeming dif- 
agreement in fome part of their evidence, what greater 
argument that it was no combination? If Prance retrace 
■ c are told by fir Roger himfelf, Thi 

livercd man, and fo might be frighted out of truth 
....las into it. And indeed on that very reafou it 
long beforc fufpeded, that if ever he fhould be bore 
hard upon, he would not be able to ftand it. 

But the papifts would never kill him, becaufe he had 
obliged them. As if gratitude was a popifh 1 
charity, any more than faith, were to be kept 
retics : thofe that think fo, let them look back, and iec 
if the laft reign be enough to convince them. _ ■ 

It may be urged on, here are feveral teftimonies in the 
trial of the murderers, and fince, that, invalidate the 
evidence there given, Warner and his wife and maid 
about Green, That he was at home all that evening 
hen he was accufed for committing it. It would be 
slough to oppofe to this, their confclfion to captain Ri- 
chardfon, that they could do him no good. But befides 
this, Mr. juftice Dolbin's obfervation on the trial clears 
it effectually. They fworc to the Saturday fortnight after 
Michaelmas-day, which was, fays the juftice, the 19th 
of October, not the 12th, on which the murder was 
committed. . 

] f Broadftreet and others teftify they were in the 
where the body was laid, and Hill's wife fo rubs up her 
memory, that after fo many years fhc remembers 1 what 
fhe could not upon his trial, That fhe.and he, and their 
child lay in the room all that very time when the body 
was faid to be there ; it would not be a fhift, but anan- 
fwer, That they were papifts that fwore it, who can 
fwear any thing. But befides, Broadftreet acknowledged 
before the duke of Monmouth, That Hill was gone 
from his lodgings before this time, as was proved 
trial. Mrs. Tilden fays,.There was but one key II 
door. Mrs. Broadftreet at the fame time, with what ine 
owned about Hill, That there were fix or feven: 
tradictions in others, we fee, as well as the king s 
dence j and thefe being much homer, and more irrecon 
•c-ileable than their's.muft of — 
-of what 'clfe they teftify. , j 

But the home-thruft is— The ccntinels-faw .no Wj» 
carried out. This the printed trial cafily fen "f 
The centinels were Trollopand -Wright. Trollop 
till ten. andfawa fedan go in, bun 1 
Wright ftaid till onc, but law none go out. 
illop's time, being, — p ' i "" ' l l a 



out agai" 

„ B ~ Itaioft* 
j, ... Prance fays, about twelve 
the centinels being then at Bury 's lodge fmokuigj 
drinking. Trollop fays on the trial, he was neve*" 
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the lodge, but fo does not Wright, as any one may fee 
jy confuting it, he being never alked the queftion. 

It will give a great light into this deed of darknefs in 
the next place, toconfider feveral circumftantial eviden- 
ces, which would, of themfelves, go very far to prove 
hat fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey was murdered by the pa- 
jifts, and that in the very place and manner which has 
jeen already defcribed. 

The firft of thefe from (ir Edmund's own mouth, 
which has beer, already hinted, but lhail here be farther 
cleared. 

It was indeed fo notorious, that fir Edmund-Bury 
Godfrey had boding thoughts, and a fort of a propheti- 
cal intimation of his death, and that by the papifts ; 
ind difcou'rfed of it fo publicly and generally, that fir 
Roger could nbt deny all the matter of fact, but endea- 
vours to avoid the force of it ; when he fays, as is wir- 
nefled by feveral, On my conscience I (hall be the firft ; 
martyr. This he interprets, I doubt I fhall not live '■ 
long. Sure, though he fays in one place, The man was 
no tool, yet he muft be fuppofed to be no better, any : 
more than all the readers, if neither he nor they made 
any difference between being hanged and martyred. 
But the very reafon of this interpretation was for what 
fir Roger dearly loved, that he might have opportunity 
for* reflection on the parliament, He feared, fays he, 
that the parliament would call him to account, and that 
nothing would fatisfy them but -his life, for not difco- 
vering it fooncr. In oppofition to this, any impartial 
man need but cortfider what follows. "Squire Robinfon, 
On the trial of the murderers, witnefles that he had a 
difcourfe with fir Edmund a little while before his death 
about the plot then newly talked on. Says Robinfon, 
1 with the depth of the matter be found out. Sir Edmond 
anfacrs, I am afraid it is not. Upon my confeience I 
believe 1 fhall be the firft martyr. He acknowledged he 
had taken feveral examinations about it, but thought he 
fhould have little thanks for his pains. Robinfon alked 
him, Are you afraid ? No, faid he, I do not fear them, 
if they come fairly ; and I lhall not part with my life 
tamely. Well, fir Roger, is all this the parliament ? 
Was he afraid the parliament would fend a party to dog 
him, and fct upon him ? And that he did not fear the 
parliament, but if they came fairly, would not part with 
bis life tamely ? No ; any man that has but half an eye, 
unlefs that too blinded with prejudice, may fee the 
meaning of it ; and that he apprehended danger only 
from the papifts, againft whom he had taken feveral 
examinations. 

The next is, of John Wilfon, the fadler, who fwears, 
fir Edmund talking with one Mr. Harris, then told this 
informant, That he was in danger for what he acted for 
the difcovering the late plot againft his majefty. See 
how ingenioufly this is anfwercd ; His apprehenfion was 
from the parliament, not the papifts; and for conceal- 
ing, not difcovering the plot. Thefe very words fir 
Roger has in his book. Now whether this is not a di- 
rect Staluimus, i. e. Abrogamus, what fir Edmund calls 
Difcovering, for lir Roger, who knows his mind bct- 
:er, now he is dead, than he himfelf did while alive, to 
ell us he means Concealing, which is quite contrary; 
nd how fair a way of anfwer it is, let any of his belt • 
riends be judges. 

It would be tedious to bring any more, when this 
loes effectually, as to his own judgment. Only it is re- 
narkable, that thefe very things are fworn upon the trial 
>y Mr. Oates, That fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey had told 
Km, he had received affronts from great perfans, for 
'eingfo zealous in the bufinefs ; that he had been threa- 
ded ; that he went in fear of his life from the popifh 
tarty; and that he had been dogged feveral days, but 
eared them not if they came fairly to work. 
iFor other evidences of his murder by the papifts, 
rat which indeed made the greateft noife, was his death 
wragjheard-offo far off, and in fo many different places, 
•afore it was known in London. This, fir Roger tells 
18. was fpread on purpbfe by the brothers to throw it on 
ne.vpapiftg. But here is thi3 in oppofition: Dugdale, 
®>uift whom he makes no objection, but allows his 
iwdence, . makes oath in my lord Stafford's trial, and 
.. No. 64. 



other places, That this news was brought to one Ewers, 
a pricft, in a letter which he fhewed him, dated the 
very night it was done, which had thefe words in it : 
This very night, fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey is difpatched. 
Now I would tain alk, Had thefe brothers cbrrefpon- 
dence with the prieft ? Would they ufe fuch a word as 
that, [difpatched ?] Did they write to Ewers too, and 
bid him tell Dugdale, That this fir Edmund-Bury God- 
frey was a bufy man, and proper to be taken out of the 
way ? As Dugdale fwears he did. Could Dugdale con- 
fpire with Oates fo long before they knew one another, 
and while he was himfelf a prifoner in Staffordfhire? 
And were all thefe perjured, who witnefs that Mr. Dug- 
dale did report this before it could be known by any but 
the very confpirators ? 

That it was done in that very place, at Somerfet- 
Houfe, Providence has left ftrange confirmation. 

The firft is, Bury the porter's refuting to admit any 
perfons into the gates about that time, the 12th, 13th, 
14th of October. Nay, that, he had denied the prince 
(prince Rupert, I fuppofe, it muft be) himfelf admit- 
tance, and pretended he had orders for fo doing. But 
thefe orders he never produced. And more, like a true 
papift, denied matter of fact when charged with it j 
and though he had acknowledged to the council he had 
never fuch orders before, when fir Thomas Stringer 
came to witnefs it, pofitively denied it. 

Two more very remarkable affidavits there are, which 
give mighty ftrength to all the former; one of Spence 
(captain Spence he is called in fome copies), and the 
other of J<>hn Okeley. Spence was a tall, black man, 
much like fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, as was witneffed 
by rhofe who knew him; to all which fir Roger only 
anfwers, He has, been told otherwife. This Spence paf- 
fing by the fame water-gate at Somerfet-Houfc, two days 
before lir Edmund's murder, was dragged in thither, 
being feized by five or fix men; buton/e of them, when 
they had him in, cried out, This is not he, on which 
they immediately let him go. Here is a plain evidence 
of their intentions, and a confirmation of what Bedlow, 
Oates, and Prance fworeof fir Edmund's being dogged 
fo long before. All that is anfwered to it, is. That there 
was a fuit of law depending between this Spence and 
Mr. Broadftrcet, and therefore forfooth, he muft for- 
fwear himfelf, and wilfully damn his foul only for a cir- 
cumftantial evidence and reflection on Hill himfelf, 
three or four years after he was hanged, and fb on his 
matter, Dr. Godden, and thence again on Mrs. Broad- 
ftrcet ; and all this when it had no' influence at all on the " 
fuit of law, or them who fued him. But enough of this. 
Let us now take notice of the next. It was one John' 
Okeley, who that very night, October 12, going by 
Somerfot-Houfe, at the water-gate, about nine o'clock 
faw there fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, whom he knew very 
well, living in the fame lane with him -, he palt clofe by 
him, pulled off his hat to him, as fir Edmund- Bury God- 
frey did to hire again ; when paft him, he turned about, 
and looked on him. And this he told to feveral perfons, 
which witnefs the fame. To this, the main of what fir 
Roger objects is, It was dark, and how fhould he know 
him? Certainly, any one that knows London, cannot be 
ignorant that we have lights in the ftreets at nine at 
night: and it was morally impoflible, that One who knew 
him fo well, who looked upon him, w ho put off his hat 
to him, and he to him again, and who after all this 
looked back upon him, that fuch a one Ihould be mi£- 
taken in the perfon. 

The laft thing to be proved is, That fir Edmund-Bury 
Godfrey did not, nor could he murder himfelf in that 
place, as is pretended by his enemies. He was firft 
miffing on .Saturday, and therefore according to their 
account, his body mull have been in the place where it 
was found till that Thurfday night. But had it been 
there on Tu?fijay or Wednefday, the pack of hounds 
which hunted there, both of thofe days, rhuft have 
found him. Sir Roger tells us, They might have been 
on the other fide of the ditch, or beat the place carelefsly 
without finding it. But Mr. Faucet's depofition is. 
That he beat that very place, which furely he was capa- 
ble of knowing, having been himfelf there teffee it after 
8 Y the 
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the body was found. . He repeats- it, and fays twice, ; 
It was in that very, place, and. Harwood>fays as .much, '. 
who hunted the day after. One circumftance there is, ; 
: which makes this evidence yet-more "conclufive,';i'It..wa's.i 
depofed in the trial of Farewell, and feveral othenplaces, - 
that the body flunk extremely when it was found; which ■ 
was but the next day after. Now I will afk any unpre- ; 
judiced man, Whether it was fo much aspoffible, that • 
this very place fhould be beat two daysone after another, ■ 
and the hounds not fcent the body, even though the hun- 
ters might perhaps overlook it? • ».: ! 
. But befides this, there was yet a narrower fearch made • 
on another occalion in that fame field. The ftory is '; 
given in a paper, called, An account of the murder, < 
publifhed by Thompfon himfc-lf, who, with G. Larkin, 
another printer, was prefent, and vouched the matter of 
fad on their own knowledge. It . is this, That while the 
body lay. at the White- houfe, and the jury were about it, 
one of the jury-men themfelves declared, That a fervant 
of his mother, a butcher, and two boys, made a very 
flridt' an.d harrow fearch in. all parts of the ground for a 
calf that was loft there, and this both on Monday and 
Tuefday, and at that time there lay no dead body, belt, 
gloves, or any thing elfe there. But were all thefe too 
on. the .wrong fide of the hedge? Or where did they look 
for this calf, in the middle of the field, or in the ditches 
and hedges, where it was impofliblc they .could have 
miffed of the body, had it. been there? 

There is one great objedHon, which fir Roger makes 
v ery much of in this matter, though not quite fo ftrong 
now, as^ it was fome years fince ; and that is, There was 
no popifh plot at all, therefore no popifli murder, which 
he expreffes in his own peculiar way. They hang both 
upon the fame firing, and whoever.overthrows the one, 
trips up the heels of the other. Nor indeed is he Angu- 
lar in his opinion, as to a great part of it. For my lord 
chief juftice Pemberton lays, on the trial of • Fare well, 
I think it was, If they could have;made it out that he 
Jiad killed himfelfj all of. them .would have, cried put, 
.the popifli, plot was a fiiarri raifed by the proteftants 
againft the papifts, and all the plot mufhhave gone for 
nothing." Butnow to retort the objecTion. a, If" there was 
A popifh plot, it is a terribk- argument that -there was 
-too a popifh: murder. But that there was one, ;W.e muft 
.be.forced fobelicve, till we find'.thefe things among many 
.others anfkered. ;•. . ■ ■> '■ 

■ •nr. Coleman's, letters, and ; that exprcfiion,i The ex- 
tirpation of the northern herefy. -'I . .. 

.2. The- letter. produced , in Harcourt's trial, wherein 
*he very confult of April. 24.1s mentioned, and. a ;defigh 
'then on foot among them', which. they were to manage 
with all imaginable fecrecy. 

. 3. The pofitive oaths of fo. many men.: .Some of 
them of a fair character,, and blamelefs Converfatiori 
others no: more able to invent ifilch.a plot, than their ene- 
mies to difjteoveat. ,1..; • v U. ■ , . 
. 4. The endeavours of jthe papifts to affaffinatcr, dif-> 
-grace, buy oft or any way. idivert the .evidence againft 
•them ; which they were not, fuck-fools as-to do for nor- 
thing. • •' * * ." ■ ' 

■ 5. The behaviour of the wicDeffes ever fince. 'One 
of them teftifying at his death, after, the. facrainent* :; 
ther by his life, their maljce reaching.to his barbarous 
murder. A third with hisj^loodyiandfo much.aswould 
have perhaps coft any twax*rirhree.ocher. men their H' 

to the truth, of their depofitions.,, ., .i- ,..-m1 !;:>;»• 

And laftly, What- tranfactions we hayc felt arid :feen 
fince king James carrie td the throne, .till: ibis: depar- 
ture, are no .great .evidence , thati.all thac plot) ;Was i 

forgery. " ■ . : d Ljl. ■■■: r: ,<■•■. 

- Fronvthefc things it is plain there was a popifh plot: 
:from thefe, a.nd what went before, chat this was, a;popifh 
murder. • - ■ vs. < 'i.'J l>~ ■•■: 



.An Account nfMr. ARNOLD..:; ■ 

R. ARNOLD had been a vigorous profecutor of 
the priefls and. jefuits . which, fculked about in. his 



own country of 'Wales.' This wasa." crime not tot* 
forgiven,, nor any ways artoned 1 for, by left than hi! 
deftrudhon.- In order to which he was.affaulted by f £v <> 
ral villains, fit for fuch bufinefs, in a little dark lan" 
near jhe Temple, as he was paffmg. through it pretty lata 
mthc:evening ; and had no doubt difpatthed him • and 
either found. fome way to make the world believe he 
had done it himfelf, as they would have done' in the for 
mer inftance, or ftarted lome.'other fliam to have re" 
moved the odium from theinown party : but the gen" 
tleman, having had appreheniion of fome fuch accident" 
made better ufe.of it than fir Edmund did before him- 
and having luckily a fuit of private armour on, received 
feveral ftabs, which the villains gave him, upon that 
and fo faved his life. But they finding their attempts 
that way unfuccefsful, were refolved to take another 
courfe with him, and having got him down, with fome 
defperate weapon fit for the purpofe,' made feveral at- 
tempts to qut his throat, and gave him fome dangerous 
wounds about that part ; which while he was llruggling 
«>ith to prevent, a .boy providentially goes by with 
light, which their deeds of darknefs not being able to 
endure, they ; all ran away, and left Mr. Arnold welter- 
ing in his blood, who yet, by God's providence, recdi 
vered again, and lived to fee juttice done to one of .the 
villains that ufed him in that barbarous manners, his 
name was Giles, and was difcovered by a wound in. his 
leg, which one of his-ac'complices' ran through in the 
fcuffle, as he was -making a flab at Mr. Arnold. He 
was tried for .the adtion, found guilty of it, and feiu . 
tenced to ftand in the pillory for thefame, which was 
accordingly executed,- with a liberal contribution over 
and above froth the enraged rabble, who fufficicntlymade 
up for; the • gentlenefs of his fentence, though as fevere 
a one as . our irii.ld ..laws could inrlidt upon fuch of- 
fenders. . - •' .". .»•• ' ' ' ' 



; .. ,Sie MARTYRDOM of Mr. COLLEDGE. 

MR. COLLEDGE.heinga manof courage. induftry, 
/andnfharpnefs, he made it much of his bufinefs 
.CO: fetve. his country, as far as.pofltblc, ;in fearching alter 
.priefts and.jefu.its,.and I huriting th6ife vermin out of their 
lurking holes, in^whichhe was very ferviceable and fuc^ 
cefsful,;.. and for which,.. no doubt, they did not fail to 
^remember him; The?firft time we meet with , him iii 
public, is, I think, in Stafford's trial, where he is brought 
in, for , Mr. Dugdale, as a collateral evidence. By that 
time^the wind was upon the turn, and the tide of popu- 
lar averfion not quite-fo. ftrong againft popery, being by 
the cunning of ; our.com.mon enemy, diverted into. little 
ftrearns, ap.d priyate fadiions ; and arbitrary power, driv^ 
ingon, as the beft wayto profecute the defignsof Rome; 
to which the city of London -in particular made a vi-» 
gorous refiflance ; which difpleafing the grand agitators; 
rip wonder they endeavoured, as much as poflible, to do 
it a;mifchief ; theirkindnefs to it ha.ving-bcen fufficiently 
experienced in It.666,., and ever fince. In order, to 
\yhich the king was pleafed, by the advice of his fpiri- 
tual brother, to alter the common and alrhoft coriflant 
courfe of parliaments, and call one at Oxford inftcad of 
London.., Many, of- the members whereof, and efpe- 
cia.lly t.hp'fe of London, were apprehenfive of fome de- 
fign Upon, them there. having .formerly in the gun-pow^ 
.der: treaifoni andever fince, fufficiently found the .lov.eof 
the papifts to proteftaiat parliaments, and knowing well 
what they wer.CutO-'eXpert from their kindnefs, if duf 
: fhould be attacked by them and, found defencelefs. . 1 And 
more. ground, of fufpiciqtf they had, becaufe, as Colledg? 
proteft's in his fpeech, .there had, beeni affidavits judici* 
oufly;:f^*i0 of a formed . defign againft them, being 
befides.rremoyed.away. from the city of- London,: .which 
had always fo njueh of the Englifh. blood in if, as. Heartily 
to foYefpa'fliarnentsi and.for that.rcafon, would haveven- 
!tured,flH;;for their defence. Fromithefe and fuoh- liw 
reaforisy- ft .was, that feyeral.of the'iparliament mcniwert 
accompaD.icd with fome of their friends, ; well anned ai:a 
accoutred, . to Oxford cuof which number this Mr. Col- 
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ledge was one, he waiting on my lord Glare, Paget, and 
Huntingdon to Oxford ; where the parliament, farfee- 
ine what has fince happened, would have gone on- where 
they left * n f ormer feffions,. which caufing great - 
heats, every body knows how abruptly they. were . d if-: 
folved, not long after their meeting. It was now grown 
the entertainment of every coffee-houfe, and the fubject 
of every buffoon's pamphlets,' to expofe and. vilify par- 
Jiaments as much as poffible, and the. very,. name of it 
was grown as odious to fome men, as thai: of proteftant- 
Mr. Colledge had, befides all his other before-mentioned 
crimes, been, as he declares in his fpecch, a great fup- 
porter of (hat auguft affembly, and had been in former 
feffions engaged by fome of the honourable members to 
(• Mr ch the places adjoining the parliament-houfe, left 
there fhould be another gun-powder treafon hatching for 
them; from whence, as he fays himfelf, he believes he 
cot that popular name of Proteftant Joiner. 

All thefe reafons together were more than enough to 
get him taken out of the way ; and for the performance 
thereof, Heins, and -Macnamarra, and one or two 
of the apoftate evidence of the popifh plot, . informed 
againft him. Nor- is it a wonder that after fo many at- 
tempts, fome of thefe men Ihould be prevailed with to 
prove falfe ; but rather, that under fo many temptations 
any of them refilled, or were not fooner villains. Thefe 
perfons fwore fuch mad things againft him, of taking 
Whitehall, and pulling the king out of it, and fuch 
other odd wild ftories, that partly from the ill-character 
of the perfons who witneffed,- the jury here in London 
refufed : to find the bill, but returned it Ignoramus. On 
which, contrary to alljuftice and precedent, law, and 
common reafon, which forbids a man fhould be twice in 
danger of his life for the fame offence ; the bufinefs was 
removed to Oxford, where the little civility or common 
juftice he, met with in his trial, was then notorious to all 
the world : a perfon being checked, for giving him but 
afli.il ancc. and notes in the' way of his calling, to make 
his defence when his life was engaged : yet though even 
thofe notes were denied him, none that heard the trial, 
orfo much as read.it, but muft grant, that he made a 
very extraordinary defence, and much more than could 
have been expected from a man of more learning. But 
he might have fpared all his labour; the bufinefs was; 
no doubt, . refolved upon before, and he was found 
guilty, fentenccd, and executed according to order; 
To look back once more, and. inquire a little deeper into 
the original of . the matter : that there was a defign laid 
to bring' in moft of the worthy patriots of England into 
a (ham. plot, under the odious, fcare-crow name of 
prefbyterians, not only the meal-tub attempt, ;and Seve- 
ral others of the famebatch, makes fufficiently appear, but 
the late eifay of Fitz-Harris. above all the deft, was 
enough to fatisfy the moft prejudiced perfons. He had 
confpired. with, fome others to .write, a fcandalous libel 
againft the king, w hich was to be laid on fuch as they 
called prefbyterians, and this to be fent to.their houfes, or 
conveyed into their pockets, and there, to" be feized, and 
the perfons profecuted thereupon. This . bufinefs the 
Oxford parliament had before them, and ; began to fmell 
out who fet-it on foot; and being refolded to -find the 
bottom of it,, and left he fhould be hanged up on the 
fudden to prevent his confeflion, (he -now < beginning 
to melt a little) asiHubert; whofircd London formeiih/i 
was, they impeached him, to keep the' examination lof 
that matter to themfelves.. It is too long 'to -run over 
the proceedings. againft him, and the court, party.^s fub- 
tle contrivance, to hang, draw,. and quarter him,- and fb 
to hinder effectually his telling any more tales. . is 
lufficient to obferve, that this .defign was profecuted for 
feveral years .after, and poor Colledge was to bear the 
Wunt, as has-been already declared. . ■ ■ . . 

If we reflect yet further on the manrter—o^hisjltr.uil, 
and: not look on any others, one would be apt , rethink 
" was impoffible a man could be deftroyed with more 
"ljultice and. barbarity than he was ; or that twelve .men, 
*ho look like chriflians, could be found out, who 
^ould hang a man upon fuch evidence as was jgiyen 
againft him. 

When a criminal fhall be , kept clofe prifoi,er in the 



Tower,; without having fufficient means to.' make his ' 
defence, till, he come to his trial: uhen, as has-been 
faid, he fliall be rifled of his notes, by which -only ; he 1 
could favehis life, on which he depended, and that jutt 
before he carrie.to his trial ; . though -affilted -therein by 
that very council affigncd by the com!: for him :' when 
he fhall in vain demand them again, and call heaven and 
earth. to witnefs, that he is merely cheated of his life'for- 
want of> them : when all his redrefs is fuch a frivolous 
excufe, as not only a judge, but any honeft man, would 
be afhamed to make ufe of ; nay, fuch a 'fort of a one 
as is' commonly made before the judges, but feldom by 
them, that it was fomebody elfe did it, thacthe court, 
the chief juftice had them not, nor did take them from 
him: when the- very perfon ftood by who robbed him 
of them ; and'yet he could have no reparation: when 
the king's council muft whifper the chief juilice on the 
bench, and the court mull be adjourned, on purpofc to 
examine thofe minutes which the poor man had got to- 
gether to fave his life, and even from them get an oppor- 
tunity to take it away, altering the manner of their 
profecution, ftrengthening and bolftering their evidence 
againft him, were not only fuch as an honeft London 
jury would not believe, though a country one directed 
by the king's council, could make a fhift to do it ; but 
were every one of them, w ho witneffed any thing mate- 
rial, confounded by fuch home evidence, as, if any 
thing in the world could do if, did certainly invalidate 
and. annul their teftimonies: when one of them fweara 
horridly, He cared not what he fwore, nor whom ' he 
fwore againft, for it was his trade to get money by fwear- 
ing; that the parliament was a company of rogues 
for not giving the king money, but he w ould help him 
to money out of the fanatics' eftatrs, which is explained 
by what Smith fays, That if the parliament would not 
give the king money, but ftood on the bill of ex'clufion, 
it was pretence enough to fweara defign to ; feize the king 
at Oxford : when, this fame Heins very pleafanily fays, 
'■■ It. was a. judgment upon the king arid the people, and 
the iirifhmen's fwearing againft them was juftly fallch ; ttn 
. them, for oufting the Irifh of their eftates :• when 
others of them fw ear, That fince • the citizens defefted 
them, they would' not ftarve:; that they would' have 
ColLedge's blood ; nhat though - they had gone ' againft 
their confeiences, it was becaufe they had been perfuaded- 
tojit, and could get no moricyclfe: and when they had 
faid;.bcfore, they believed Colledge 1 had no more hand in 
; any, confpiracy. againft his majefty, than the child un-' 
: born : w hen they would have hired others to fwcar more 
into the fame plot.:;when the bench was fuch juft and 
kind council for the prifoner, as to : tell the jury, the ; 
; king's witneffes were on their oaths-,: the prifoner's hot,- 
and fo one to be credited befdrc the^other ; in which. ■cafe 
it is impoffible for any man living to ■■make' a defeWee' 
igainft a perjured . villain : laftly, ' when the'!; prifoner 
himfelf very weightily objected, That there'was"no : proof 
of any perfon being cgncerncd with him in the defigivof 
feizing the king; and if was Wifefy anCwered/'Tha^ he 
might be fo vain to defign ir 'alone*; a thoufahd^.-iriies' 
a. more romantic, improbabilify.'i than an army's .lying' 
: concealed at Knlght's-bridge, and - of -the fame'fta'rrVp 
with.Drawcanlirs killing all on both fides: takrrig all' 
thefe things , together,, hardly ever was a>man at- -this* 
\ rate bantered out of his life,: before any- judicature irf 
: the world, in any place or age that hiftory has left us. 
Nor ought the great fervice he did to the nation in 
general to be ever forgotten ; fince. notwithftafiding .411' 
the difadvantages he was under, the pubiic ftream run- 
> ning fo violently againft him and his witneffes, and the 

• furprife which .fuch ftrange treatment, when he was t>n 
i his life, might caft him into, he yet made fo ftrong-a 
' defence, by Ihewing what fort of witneffes Were thought 
f againft htm, hindering them ever 'after from being W-' 
: ljeved,,and thereby certainly faved many others" lives;' 
}' though he could hot his own. " - !■'•- ■ • 

.-Nor can the .undaunted' courage, and firm hbriefty of 
; the man be hardly ever enough admired. Since, befides" 
, what he ftiewed in his defence, after he was condemned,' 
: as he himfelf faid, as good as without a trial, he boldly 

• afked, When he was to be executed? without any the' 

• leaft 
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leaft feeming concern. And though he had confidera- 
ble time before his execution to confider of it, refufed 
to fave his life fo meanly, as to make other innocent 
men's the price of his own; without which defign they 
had hardly been fo kind as to have given him fo long a 
reprieve. 

As for his behaviour at his execution, it was fuch as 
convinced more than a few of his greateft enemies, and 
made them entertain a much better opinion of him 
than before. From his laft fpcech we fhall remark 
feveral paffages, as another argument of his innocence. 
But before we proceed any further in' them, it will be 
needful to fix one affertion, which we may prefume few 
modeft unprejudiced pcrfous will deny, and which we 
fhall have occaiion to make further ufe of. It is t That 
a proteftant, who believes an heaven and hell, and is not 
a man of no principles, or debauched and atheiftical, 
would not go out of the world, into the prefence of that 
God who mud judge him, with a lie in his mouth. This 
none will deny, but thofe who have a very great kind- 
nefs for the papifts ; and yet of all men in the world 
fuch as thefe mult not offer to do it, fince it was the very 
argument they made ufe of for the innocence of the 
jefuits, and other traitors. Though on that fide we 
know there arc unanfwerable arguments not to believe 
them ; their religion recommending perjury, and all 
forts of villainies to them as meritorious, when holy 
church is concerned. Their church befides allowing 
them difpenfations before, and abfolution after, and 
purgatory at the worft, whence a few maffes would fetch 
them out again. Things being thus, what can any man 
of modefty fay to Mr. Colledge's proteftations over and 
over, both in prifon, and at his death, That he was 
perfectly innocent of what he died for? I did deny it 
then, fays he, that is, before the council, and do deny it 
upon my death : I never was in any kind of plot in my 
days ; and if I had any fuch defign as thefe have fworn 
againft me, I take God to witnefs, as I am a dying man, 
and on the terms of my falvation, I know not one man 
upon the face of the earth which would have flood by 
me. And lower, I knew not of any part of what they 
fwore againft me, till I heard it fworn at the bar. Again, 
All the arms we had were for our defence, in cafe the 
papifts fhould have made any attempt by way of maffa- 
cre, &c. God is my witnefs, this is all I know. And 
in this folemn prayer, and fome of his almoft very laft 
words : It is thee, O God, I truft in. I difown all 
difpenfations, and will not go out of the world with a lie. 
in my mouth. And juft after to the people, he faid, " 
From the fincerity of my heart, I declare again, that 
thefe are the very fentiments of xny foul, as God fhall 
have mercy upon me. 

Now upon the whole, I would afk any fober man, 
what he would anfwer to this, and how he can forbear, 
without the greateft violation to all principles of good 
nature and ingenuity, to pronounce this perfon inno- 

CC Thus died Mr. Colledge, whofe blood, as he himfclf 
defired it might, fufficiently fpoke the juftice of bis 
caufe, who feemed in his fpeech to have fome prophetic 
intimations, that his blood would not be the laft, as in- 
deed it was not, but rather a prelude to that which fol- 
lowed, the edge of the laws being now turned againft 
all thofe who dared defend them. 



The MARTYRDOM of ARTHUR, EARL of 
ESSEX. 

THAT party, and thofe perfons \vho were engaged 
to manage the defigns before mentioned, were 
now entered on the molt compendious way of introdu- 
cing what they defired, as well as avoiding what their 
own confeiences, and all the world knew they defcrved. 
Haying thofe in their own hands, who had the executive 
part of the government in their's ; and finding, no 
doubt, a fort of malicious pleafure, as well as advan- 
tage, in deftroying people by thofe laws which were 
made to prefervc them ; a villainy to be compared with 
nothing but thetrcafon of that rnonller of a prieft, who 



gave the emperor poifon in the bleiTed facrament - hav 
ing wrought up the nation, and all parties therein "to a 
high ferment, making one fide mad for flavery, as if 
they had all been at Conftantinople as well as their (he- 
riff, and learnt the doctrine of the bow-ftring; fome of 
them treated, others cajoled; others frightened, and 
fome few rcafoncd into the belief of abfolutc authority 
in kings, and active obedience as well as what is called 
paflive, to be paid to all their commands. Some honelt 
feveral learned, more witty men joining in with all their 
power, to advance the tranfactions at that time on the 
wheel. And on the other fide, cxafperating that party 
who were more tenacious of their liberties, as much as 
poffible againft the conftitution which they faw fo horl 
ridly abufed both in church and ftate, perfuading them 
all that the clergy were for making them (laves, and 
themfelves and the court great to ride upon tncm ; 
whereas really it was only a party, though too large, who 
made more noifc, though they had neither more fenfe 
nor number than thofe who differed from them ; and by 
this means rendering many of the trading part of the 
nation efpecially, fo diHatisfied with them, and eager 
againft them, that they had reafon to fear as bad effect's 
thereof, as they had experienced in the laft age, and fo 
tided more clofely with that party whence they expected 
protection. When things were in this pofture, and a 
great many perfons either taken off from their natural 
love to a lawful liberty, which is fo much of the nature 
of an Englifhman ; the managers of the great intrigue 
which was to accomplifh our ruin, refolved, after they 
had begun with Colledge, to rife higher, and fly at a 
nobler game, and take off all thofe whom they could 
not win over, or againft whom intereft or revenge had 
more keenly engaged them, and who were molt likely 
to make the molt vigorous oppofition againft their at- 
tempts. But finding the London juries immoveably 
honelt, and no way to accomplifh their defigns on thefe 
perfons, while their witneffes would not be believed, and 
no way to get juries fit for their purpofe, but by having 
fherifts of the fame ftamp ; and finding the party tht-v 
had gotten, after all their tricks, which many oft hole 
who then knew, arc now alhamed of, vilibly and faiily 
out-numbered by thofe who were not yet ripe for Haven, 
they bethought themfelves of one way to rid themfelves 
of that inconveniency, which was by a quo warrMle 
againft the city of London, that they might nunc 
eifedtually, and with lefs noifc, have what fhnilVi 
they plcafed ; or in effect, hang whomfocver tiny 
thought their enemies, and not be forced almoft to 
blufh at thofe vifible and feniible illegalities with which 
they had forced thofe officers upon the city. 

This they had accomplifhed in the year 1683, when 
judgment was given againft the charter of London, 
whofe liberties had been confirmed to them by William 
the Conqueror, and delivered down before from imme- 
morial ages, and this by two judges only in Weltniin- 
11 cr- Halt, though the greatelt caufe, one may ventureto 
fay, that ever was legally tried therein. 

Now by this time they had, after fo many fruitlcfs en- 
deavours, brought fomething of a plot to bear ; anil 
with this advantage above all their former, that there 
was really fomething in it, although as Bays fays in 
another cafe, That truth, which was notorioully blended 
with lies and perjuries. The occaiion of it we may 
beft meet with in Holloway's moft ingenious acknow- 
ledgment; :** By arbitrary and illegal ways, and k>r« 
of arms, they had got (heriffs to their mind ; witneffes 
they had before, but wanted jurors to believe them. 
Now they have got fherifls, who will find jurors to be 
lieve any evidence againft a proteftant, and fo hangup 
all the king's friends by degrees. None being furred 
to come near the king, but thofe who have been declares 
enemies to the king and kingdom, who, to fave them 
felves, do endeavour to keep all things from the king ' 
knowledge, and perfuade him againft parliaments," »<•■ 

Thus much for the occafion. The defign f"'ms w 
be the fame with what was intended at firft, by many 01 
thofe great and eminent perfons, both clergy and lait . 
in their late appearance in arms; though by the 'P r0 " 
dence of God, for the fecurity of the nation, and rea ^ 
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of (late, it has fince been carried farther than their's was 
ever to have been. Seeing fair means, fays Holloway, 
would not do, but all things on the protectants fide mif- 
rcprclented to the king by fuch great criminals, and none 
m ore in favour than thofe; to take the king from his 
evil council, and that (as the late wonderful turn was 
tran failed, and as it is impoffible to be otherwife in 
bufincfc ot fo large a concern} by a general infurr'-dtion 
in feveral parts of England at once. All thofe who have 
had any lh are in the prefent tranfactions, which are upon 
the matter, all the nation have Ihewn themfelves plainly 
of the fame mind with thole who were engaged in this, 
on which the difpute runs, as to the reafon of the thing, 
and the principles on which they proceeded; and their 
only difference is about matter of fadt, whether things 
were then at that heighth as to need defperate remedies. 
If it be objected, That fuch attempts are only glofly 
pretences, veiled under the fpecious name of the public 
cood ; the anfwer is as ready as the objection, Is there 
any difference between reafon and no reafon, truth and 
faifhood ? There is a right, and a w rong, and if ever 
liberties were invaded, and the ends of government va- 
cated and annulled, never were the foundations of fuch a 
defign plainer than on this occafion: fo that it was indeed, 
what was of it, a counter-plot, rather than a plotagainft 
the government and laws of England, and that when 
no other remedy could without a miracle be expected. 

That this was the height and utmoft of the then de- 
fign, and that no brave good man need to be afhamed 
of it, I think all, or molt rnen are by this time pretty 
well fatisfied. But alas ! this would not ferve the turn of 
the managers ; even this might not, nor perhaps could 
be, as certainly it was not, lairly provec: againii feveral, 
who fufr'ered for it; this was a thing fo ncceiiary and 
dcfcnfible, that there was occafion of laying fouler co- 
lours upon it, to fright and amufe the world, and let 
them ftand by patiently, and fee their bell and braveft 
patriots fink, with much fuch prudence and wifdom as 
the fhecp in the fable fuffered thofe bloody martin's to be 
dcltroyed, who fo often broke the peace between them 
and the harmlefs wolves; and were afterwards in their 
turns handfomely worried, and julHy eaten up for their 
reward. It was convenient to make fomewhat more of 
it ; there muft be an aifaffination grafted on this infur- 
rcction, or elfe all would not be worth an halter ; it was 
the bulinefs and intereft of the popifh party, to render 
their enemies as odious as polTible to the people, of whom 
for their Heady Zealand love to their religion and liber- 
ties, they had long been the darlings. To accompli lh 
this, it was very neceffary to get fome perfons to infinuate 
into their counfels, to inflame things higher, to make 
gdious propofals of all affalTinations, and murders, and 
fuih bloody villanies as alarm the good nature of an 
Engliflunan with the very mention of them; which yet 
fome of the honefter and wifer looking upon as mad hot 
words only, or if any more intended, having it in their" 
power to prevent fuch wickednefs another way, would 
not yet turn informers, nor ruin thofe perfons, who in all 
probability were only trepanners to ruin them. In all the 
papers relating to this matter, wc fhall find all difcourfes 
of this nature centered in Weft and Rumfev. Weft was 
very much for lopping bufinefs, for killing them in their 
calling, and was full and eager for it. Though Walcot, 
Holloway, and all whoever heard it propofed, received it 
ftill with the grcatelt deteftation imaginable, as a moft 
bale and bloody action, which they never would have 
their own hands imbrued in, nor their poflerity ftained 
with. That all the great perfons of birth and honour, 
were abfolutely againlt fo foul an action, and abhorred 
it from their fouls, we may find, even without the forced 
confeflion of their worft enemies, by the lord RufTel's 
concern when fuch a thing was muttered, and the duke 
of Monmouth's anfwer, God fo — kill the king ! I will 
never fufFer it. The account we have of it, is from him 
who fhould beft know, and that is Welt, who in hisdif- 
courfc with Holloway on this occafion, tells him of the 
Newmarket and Rye-houfe defign, that the king and 
duke were to be killed as they came by, for which they 
had provided arms for fifty men, and were promifed 
Rumbald's houfc, which lay in the road. When allied, 
No. 64. 



Who was to adt it, who were to fire thefc ai ms for thefe 
men, piitols, carbines, and blundcrbulTes ? He could 
name but two men, Rumbald and his brother ,- who cer- 
tainly muft have been very dexterous to have difcharged 
all thofe dreadful weapons themfelves without afllltance, 
and is much fuch a likely (lory as Colledge's being fo 
vain to attempt feizing the king by himfelt, without any 
afli fiance. 

But if even thefe two brothers, w ho very likely were 
picked out by the evidence for the king-killers, merely 
for their hard names, the very found of which would be 
as fhrewd an argument of their guilt to women and 
children, and with as much jufticc, as fome of the odd 
names of the poor people in the welt were made, at 
leaft a fhong prefumption againft them, and almofl as 
mortal as an innuendo. If even thefe two were inno- 
cent of this horrid bulinefs, who were the only perfons 
engaged therein, pray, what then becomes of the aifaf- 
fination? And will not Rumbald's blundcrbufs bear 
laughing at full as well as Pickering's carbine or fcrew- 
gun, and chawed bullets? But if there be anything 
folid in that obfervation in Colledge's cafe, Thatachril- 
tian, and a proteflant, will not forfwear himfclf when he 
isjuft going out of the world; if this fair fuppofition 
may but be granted mc, as I fee not how it can be 
avoided, the matter will be clear enough; Rumbald 
himfclf in his fpecch at his execution in Scotland, abfo- 
lutely difclaiming and denying any hand in any fuch 
defign. See his fpecch and anfwer to his indidtment: 
He deiired all prefent to believe the words of a dying 
man ; as for having defigned the king's death,, he never 
directly, nor indirectly, intended fuch a villainy ; that 
he abhorred the very thoughts of it ; and that he blelTed 
God he had that reputation in the world, that he knew 
none had the impudence to afli him the queftion; and 
he deteiled the thoughts of the adtion, and hoped all 
good people would believe him ; which was the only 
way he had to clear himfclf ; and he was fure that this 
truth fhould one day be manifefted to all men. So at 
his execution: I think it neccfTary to clear myfclf of 
fome afperfions laid on my name; and firft, that I 
lliould have had fo horrid an intention of deftroying the 
king and his brother. Where he repeated what he had 
faid to the jury on the fame fubjedt. 

The fuin is, If any afTaffination, it muft have been 
from the Rumbalds : if not by them, as has been pro- 
ved, then not at all. If no afTaffination in this plot, then 
nothing is left of malignity in it, but a lawful and lauda- 
ble oppolition to the breach and ruin of our good laws 
and government ; and even that, as will be proved, not 
proved againlt molt of thofe that by the iniquity of the 
times furfcred for the fame. 

We have been forced to give this fair and impartial 
fcheme or idea of that defign, which was at that time 
reprcfented fo formidable and dreadful, before we could 
handfomely proceed to the death of this noble lord, or 
thofe orhers that followed him; and that as well from 
the order of the hiftory, as for his vindication. And as 
has been remarked, it was neceffary for that party who 
managed our ruin, that the fore-mentioned bufinefs of 
the afTaffination fhould be believed, and nothing like a 
real one actually performed, to gain credit to a feigned 
one only pretended : for what could be a greater argu- 
ment that there was fome black wickednefs at the bot- 
tom, fome lin of an extraordinary ftain, like the murder 
of_princes, bearing too hard on his confeience, that 
could poffibly induce fo great a man to fo unchrifiian an 
attempt on his own pcrfon ? Hence they might, and no 
doubt did argue ; hence the very rabble may eafily rea- 
fon ; certainly there was more in it than only juft conful- 
tations, and neceffary meafures taken for the public fafety 
by the peers of the realm, by the king and kingdom's 
beft friends, to deliver his majefty from thole familiars 
that haunted him. There was more than this, and this 
lord was confeious of it,- or elfe certainly he had never 
acted what he has. Now this would effectually excite 
that averfion which muft necefTarily follow from all ho- 
ncfl men, to a party who could be guilty of fuch horrid 
defigns. This mult of neceffity, as in effect it did, fway 
much with thofe juries who were to fit upon the lives of 
8 Z any 
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any accufed or concerned in the fame bufinefs, had ihcre 
not been more weighty reafons to be produced below, 
towards the finding them guilty. Although, it is cer- 
tain by their own confeflion, the beft excufe they could 
make for innocent blood, particularly in RufTel's cafe, 
was that confirmation they had to the evidence fworn 
againft them by Effex's murder. Befides, there might 
be a barbarous kind of pleafure, in opening this plot 
withafcenefo like that which began the popifh one; 
and that in all probability, by the fame actors whole 
hands where deep in the others. 

There was a gentleman killed, which contributed 
very much towards the credit of that plot, though in 
another way. Here mult be one to undergo the fame 
fate for the fame reafon. And both of them too preiend- 
edly to kill themfelves, juft one as much as another. 

Thefe preliminaries being cleared, it will be now time 
to come to the perfon of this noble lord, his family, and 
former manner of life. 

Every one knows he was of the illuftrious family of 
the Capels, whofe father died for a family, whence he 
deferved better treatment for his fake, and had received 
it, had he not fell into the hands of popifli gratitude 
and mercy; which his enemies knowing too well, and 
doubting the fwectnefs of temper, which all the world 
ever acknowledged in king Charles the Second, would 
not give him over to their public revenge : in all proba- 
bility, refolved to take a ftiorter courfe with him. He 
had been fome years before in the higheft place under 
the king in Ireland, and there behaved himfelf with that 
wifdom and candour, infeparable from all the actions of 
his life, and lived above blame, though not above envy: 
being recalled thence unexpectedly, and dealt with not 
very handfomely ; which yet he bore with a fpirit like a 
brave man, and a christian. 

My lord of Eflex was a perfon, whom it was no 
doubt the higheft intereft of the popifh faction to have 
gotten out of the way, even though there had been no 
fuch, extrordinary reafon as has been mentioned. He 
had a large intereft, a plentiful eftate, a great deal of 
courage, underftood the world, and the principles and 
practices of the papifts, as well as any man, having 
been of feveral fecret committees in the examination of 
the plot, for which very reafon there was as much ne- 
ceflity for his dying as fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey. He 
was, befides all this, they very well knew, of inflexible 
honefty, and fo true a greatnefs of mind, they could no 
more expect to gain him, than heaven itfelf, to be on 
their fide. 

As for the immediate fubject of his death, the man- 
ner and circumftances thereof; it muft firft: be granted, 
and a very reafonablc demand it is, that for the prefent 
only fuppofing he was murdered only by the papifts, 
they would, we may be fure, make it their bufinefs to 
render the manner of it as dark as the hell in which it 
was contrived. Murders, efpecially of that magnitude, 
are not ufed to be committed in the face of all the world, 
and at noon-day. When power is engaged in any vil- 
lainy ; when the fame power is ftill continued or increa- 
fed, and can be eafily exercifed in taking out of the way 
the traitors, though it loves the treafon; and when fo 
many years have intervened fince the fact ; it is no won- 
der at all if things are more in the dark, than they would 
have been, had, at that very inftant, liberty been given 
to have enquired into it, which was fo loudly and paf- 
lionately demanded. But this we are yet certain of, 
though no more is yet publickly known in this matter, 
than what has formerly been printed; and there maybe 
feveral reafons both of ftate and decency, which may 
perhaps make it convenient that things fhould always be 
as they are ; yet there are already fuch violent probabili- 
ties, both that he was murdered, and murdered by pa- 
pifts ; and of the other fide, fuch at lead next to.impof- 
iibilities, in his acting it himfelf, that as long" as the 
world ftands, no modeft man will be able cither to get 
by them, or over them ; nor the molt impudent or cun- 
ning, to out-face, or give them an anfwer. 

For the probability that he was murdered by popilh 
contrivemcnt, beSdes thofe already named, why they 
mould do it? here arc thefe following arguments, 



that they did it : Their principles, too openly known to 
be denied: their practices in all ages, and this Dreff 
fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, the very prototype of £fr : 
Arnold, all the pretended legal murders, and all thTt t* ' 
fince happened. But if it if raid, fome'papifts arc 
ter and braver than others; let us come nearer Woi lrt 
thofe that formerly burned London ; thofe who h 
fince broke all the obligations of gratitude and aooT 
nature, nay, public faith, and the raoft folemn ,„,t 
which it is poffible for a man to take; who if h 
teftimonies of fuch as have confirmed it with their dv n 
breaths, and laft drop of blood, may be credited «if 
have encouraged, hired, paid men for attempts' to be 
made on the lives of their neareft, and too tender reh. 
tions; would fuch as thefe flick at a fingle murder, I 
fmall venial villainy, to advance their caufe, and merit 
heaven into the bargain? When pretence of juftice 
neceffity of affairs, reafon of fiale, and fo many more 
fuch weights mi K ht be thrown into the fcalesi Mote 
than all this— When fuch perfons as thefe were actually 
in the place were this murder was committed, at the 
very inftant it was done? All thefe together, with what 
is yet to follow, amount to as ftrong arguments and 
pregnant circumftances as the nature of the thino- will 
bear, and mark but the murderers as plainly and vifibly 
asifthey had come out of his chamber with white fleevt'' 
and a long knife in their hands, bloody all over. ' 

And indeed there fcerps need of little more than re- 
lating bare, fimple, indubitable matter of fact, and fuch 
as hardly any body will deny, to fatisfy any cool rational 
man in the bufinefs. 

The earl of EHex's throat was cut in the Tower the 
13th of July, about eight or nine in the morning, at 
which time the duke of York, a bigotted papift, his 
known and bitter enemy, was there prefent. This was 
reported at Andovcr, 60 miles from London, the mh 
of July, the firft day of his imprifonmcnt, and as com- 
mon town-talk in every. body's mouth, as fir Edmund- 
Bury Godfrey's at the time of his murder, and told a 
perfon travelling on the road near the fame place, which 
was wirnefied before even a Jeffreys, in a public court 
of judicature. A deputy coroner prefent at the inqueft, 
inltead of a legal one; none of the relations to attend the 
inqueft. The body removed from the place where it 
was firft laid, ftripped, the clothes taken away, the body 
and rooms wafhed from the blood, the clothes denied the 
view of the jury. The principal witneifes examined 
onlyBomeny his man, and Rufiel his warder, who might 
be fojuftly fufpected of being privy to, if not actors in 
it. That the jury haftened and hurried the verdict, 
when fo great a man, a peer of the realm, and fuch 
a peer was^ concerned, who was the king's prifoner. 
When fir Thomas Overbury had been before murdered 
in the Tower, and his jury brought in an unrighteous 
verdict; when even fir Edmund-Bury Godfrey's jury, 
fo much cried out againft lor their ill-management, ad- 
journed their verdict, and ftaid confiderably before they 
brought it in. This at a time when the lord Rufl'el was 
to be tried for a fhare in the plot, in which the earl was 
alfo accufed of being concerned. One branch of which 
confpiracy, and which it was fo much the papifts intereft 
to have the belief fixed on it, was a barbarous murder of 
the duke and king; when nothing could fo immediately 
and critically tend to that noble gentleman's ruin; when 
the news was inflantly, with fo much diligence, con- 
veyed from the Tower to the Seffions-Houfe, Bench, 
Bar, and Jury, and harped upon by the lord Howard 
juft then, and by others in after-trials, as more than a 
thoufand witneffes, and the very finger of God. After 
this, the very centinel, who that day flood near the plate, 
was found dead in the Tower-ditch, and captain Hawk)' 
barbaroufiy murdered down at Rochester; and ill me- 
thods ufed to prevent the truth of all from coming 
to light. Mr. Braddon was harrafied, profecuted, im- 
prifoned, and fined for ftirring in it. On the fair and 
impartial confideration of thefe things, hardly one ot 
which is but notorious matter of fact, granted by all 
fides; what can a man conclude from the whole, but 
whether he will or no — That this noble lord was cer- 
tainly murdered by the popifli party ? 

But 
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But there is yet more evidence : If he could not mur- 
der himfelf in that manner, who then Ihould do it but 
thofe on whom the guilt of it has been juftly charged ? 
And this from the manner of it. His throat was cut 
from one jugular to the other, and by the Afpcra Arteria 
an d wind-pipe to the Vertebra of the neck, both the 
jugulars being thoroughly divided. How often has it 
bcenafked, and how impoffible it fhould ever receive an 
anfwer: How could any living man, after the prodigi- 
ous flux of blood which muft neceffarily follow on the. 
dividing one jugular, as well as all thofe ftrong mufcles 
which He in the way, how could he ever have ftrength 
to go through, all round, and come to the other, with- 
out fainting ; One could as foon believe the ftory of the 
pirate, who after his head was cut off, ran the whole 
length of his fhip; or that of St. Dennis, which was, 
no doubt, grafted on the other. 

Nor is it rendered lefs impoffible from the inffrument 
with which thofe who did it would perfuade the world it 
Misperformed by himfelf. A little French razor. Had 
Bomcny held to the penknife, it had been much more 
likely. But here was nothing to bear or reft upon in 
the cutting, it having no tongue to hold it up in the haft. 
Ami as it is obferved in the prints on that fubject, he 
muft therefore, fuppofing he had done it himfelf, have 
held his hand pretty far, upon the very blade, and fo 
with about two inches and a half of it, whittle out a 
wound of four inches deep, and all round his neck, as 
if he had intended to have been his own headlman, as 
well as executioner, out of remorfe of confeience for 
his treafon. 

Laftly, His character makes it morally impoffible he 
fhould be guilty of fo mean and little an action. It is 
for women, and eunuchs, and lovers, and romantic he- 
rocs, to kill themfelves-; not men of known virtue, tem- 
per, wifdom, piety, and gravity ; who had formerly di- 
gested as great affronts as could be put upon a man, 
with a candour and calmnefs fo worthy a man and a 
chriftian, who had been fo far from defending fo barba- 
rous and unmanly a thing as felf-murder, as is fuggefted, 
thac he had rather expreffed himfelf with deteftation 

And as^ne ought not, and could not be hurried into 
fo fatal an action by a falfe miftaken greatnefs of mind ; 
as no fuch thing, or fo much as the leaft footfteps of it 
appeared in the whole courfe of his life ; fo from all his 
actions in the Tower before his death, we may fairly de- 
duce the quite contrary to what his enemies have afferted j 
and by obferving his conduct there, difcover plainly 
that no fuch black intention ever entered into his mind. 
This appears from ordering his people to have his own 
plate fent for out of the country to drefs his meat, as well 
as a ccnfiderablc parcel of wines bought and brought in- 
to the Tower for his drinking, that he. might not ftand 
to the courtefy of his enemies, and this fufficient to laft 
him till he could be delivered by due courfe of law. 

I can forfee but one thing that can with the leaft 
plaufibility be objected to this confiderable pafTage ; and 
>t is, That this was when he was firft committed, before 
he fell melancholy, which he more eminently did, when 
he heard my lord Ruffel was to be tried, as being grie- 
ved and defperate for having brought fo brave a gentle- 
man into fuch unhappy circumftances, as Bomeny 
jomevvhere or ether pretends to, on difcourfing with 
him on that particular. 

. But there are two anfwers which cut all the finews of 
this objection : Firft, That this was the very day before 
he was murdered, that he fent both for his wine and fil- 
v er vedels. Now, Bomcny lays the foundation of his 
Melancholy, and the intention to be his own deftroycr, 
on the very firft day he came into the Tower. For he 
fa )s in his depofition in Braddon's trial, That he had 
ordered his fervant two days before to provide a pen- 
knife for him, on pretence of cutting his nails, but with 
=n intent of committing that fatal and tragical act. 
'he 1 3th of July was the day of his martyrdom, two 
%s before then muft be- the 1 ith, the day of his com- 
mitment: but it was the intervening day, the 12th of 
™»t : month, on which he took, fuch care to eat and drink 
lately ; whereas, had there been any fuch defign in his 



I head, he would never have taken fuch meafurcs; and if 
he had had an intention to amufe his people, that no fuch 
thing might have been fufpected, he might have taken 
other ways, lefs troublcfome and chargeable. 

But what yet clears all the remaining fcruple, is his 
ordering his gentleman to take notes at my lord Ruffel '3 
trial, appointing him how to manage himfelf for the 
effecting it, fo calmly and orderly, that he cannot be 
fuppofed either difturbed, or defperate on account of his 
own guilt, or Ruffel \s unhappinefs ; or to have taken 
this courfe with himfelf, as Jeffreys fays in Braddon's 
trial, to prevent juftice, though others did it with him, 
to prevent mercy. 

One great argument more ; that, which indeed, when 
it happened, d,d much alarm all thinking men, and 
make them ftirewdly fufpect foul play had been offered, 
was the ill-treatment thofe met with who dared but pry 
into thofe Arcana Imperii, and defire but in a legal way 
that the bufinefs might be reviewed, and fearched to the 
bottom. This was granted in the cafe of poor fir Ed- 
mund, many years after his death, and commiffion given 
to inquire into it, to L'Ertrangc. But it is confefl'cd 
there was a great deal of difference. One, as it was 
managed, tending to root up all belief of a popifh plot. 
The other, if it had been honeftly examined, might 
have done as much in reality to a protcftant one. The 
great tendernefs of fome perfons in this cafe, and their 
huge averlion and unwillingnefs to be touched there- 
abouts, made people more than fufpect, that there was 
fome fore or other in the cafe which would not endure 
it. Mr. Braddon had heard of a boy, who being play- 
ing before Effex's window that morning, faw a bloody 
razor thrown out of the window ; he thought he fhould 
do the king fervice to make a difcovery if any injury 
had been offered to one of his fubject s, efpecially fo' 
great and good a pcrfon. He brings the boy with him. 
to my lord Sunderland, and for his reward is himfelf 
brought before the council, feverely reprimanded, and 
forced to give 2000I. bail to anfwer an information for 
fuborning the boy to fay what he did. Upon which, 
after a great many worfe vexations, which befides the 
charge and trouble, hindered alfo his profecution of the 
bufinefs while it was yet frefli and warm ; he was at laft 
tried : the very words in the indictment running thus, 
For his procuring and fuborning falfe witneffes to prove 
that the earl of Effex was not a felon of himfelf, &c. 
Of which, according to Jeffreys's law, and the confeience 
of the then juries, he was found guilty, and fined for 
the fame; though not the leaft fyllable of practice or 
fubornarion proved againft him ; though the boy did 
himfelf acknowledge he had faid thofe things, as well 
as feveral witneffes proved it ; though it was terribly 
fufpicious that fome art had been afterwards ufed with 
the boy to make him deny it ; though Jeffreys ftormed 
and raved after his ufual manner, when Mr. Wallop did 
put fuch a queftion, and would by no means have it be 
anfwercd. 

But whatever this courageous honeft gentleman fuf- 
fered from their fpite and malice, he bore all with hand- 
fome, and truly Englifh refolution. As he before his 
imprifonment, and fince, was indefatigably diligent in 
getting at the bottom of this foul bufinefs ; all Englifli- 
mcn muft own, he has deferved the love and honour of 
his .country, who was not difcouraged from acting even 
in the worir of times, againft a whole enraged faction, 
where he had fuch firm and pregnant circumftances on 
which to ground his attempt ; though he could not but 
be fenfible he muft undergo all cenfures of his friends, 
as forward and imprudent ; as well as all the hate and 
malice of his own and his country's enemies. He de- 
ferves a much fairer commendation than here can be gi- 
ven him; but however, this was a juft debt due to his 
courage and honefty, when he alone dtirft undertake 
what all the world elfe was afraid of ; durft ftill continue 
firm to honour and confeience, and his firft refolution, 
in fpite of fines and imprifonments, and has outlived 
them all, to carry on his firft undertakings ; whofe de- 
fign therein is, no doubt, juft and generous, whatever 
the event proves j and although fo much duft may have, 
fince it happened, been purpofely thrown on the action, 
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that it may be now more difficult, and perhaps unfuc- 
cefsful to trace it, than it was before. 
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THE next who fell under their cruelty, and to whofe 
death EfTex's was but a prologue, was lord Ruffel ; 
without all difpure one of the fineft gentlemen, that ever 
England bred; and whofe pious life and virtue is as 
much treafon againft the court, by affronting them with 
what was Co much hated there, as any thing elfe that 
was fworn againft him. His family was ancient, though 
not raifed to the honours it at prefent enjoys, till king 
Edward's time, when John RufTel, a Dorfetfhire gen- 
tleman, who had done many fervices, and received ma- 
ny favours from the crown, both in Henry the Seventh, 
and Henry the Eighth's time, being by the latter made 
lord high admiral, and at his death lord high fteward of 
England, for the folcmnity of the coronation ; obtained 
fuch a victory for his young mafter againft the rebels, as 
was rewarded with the title of the carl of Bedford. The 
occafion of it was thus : Idolatry and fuperftition being 
now rooting out by the public authority, and images 
every where pulling down, the loyal papiff 
and one of their priefts ftabbed - 
king's, who was obeying u: 1 
deluded rabble role in 
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adtion, and their old rnafs and holy water. Againft 
whom this fortunate lord was fent with an army, w'ho 
routed them all, relieved Exeter, which they had be- 
licged, and took their gods, banners, crucifixes, and all 
the reft of their trumpery, wherein the deluded crea- 
tures trulted for victory. Thus the family of the Ruf- 
fcls were early enemies to the Romifh fuperftition, 
though this brave gentleman only paid the fcores of all 
his anceftors. The fon and heir of this John, was 
Francis, fecond carl of Bedford, who was as faithtul to 
his crown as his father, an enemy and terror to the 
French, and a friend to the protectant religion as may 
appear by the learned books of Wicklift, which he 
collected, and at his death bequeathed to a great man, 
who he knew would make good ufc of them. His eldeft 
fon, William lord Ruffcl, the late duke ot Bedford, is 
fufficiently known to every true Enghfhman, and his 
pcrfon and memory will be honoured by them as long as 
the world lafts. But it is ncceffary good men fhould 
not be immortal ; if they were, wc fhould almofl lole 
t>eir examples, it looking fo like flattery. But to do 
them juftice while they are living, with more fafety and 
lefs calibre, we may difcourfe of that noble gentleman, 
his fon and name-fake William lord Ruffcl, who made 
fo great a figure in our courts and parliaments, before 
he was facririced to the cruelty and revenge of his po- 
pifh enemies If we could find his firft offence, which 
lay behind the fcene, and was indeed the caufe of his 
death, though other colours were neceilary to amufe the 
public, we muft look fome years backwards, as he him- 
felf does in his Iaft fpeech, wherein he tells the world, 
He cannot but think his earneflnefs in the matter of the 
cxclufion had no fmall influence on his prefent fuffer- 
ings • being chofen knight of the fhire for Bedfordfhire, 
where the evennefs and fweetnefs of his behaviour, 
and his virtuous life, made him fo well beloved, that he 
w'll never be forgotten. He began fooner than moft 
ethers to fee into that danger we were in from popery, 
and all thole fatal confluences which have fince hap- 
pened • and defcribed them as plainly as it he had more 
than the ordinary infpedtion of a prudent man into fu- 

U Being marked out, and, among others, appointed for 
the iK-T-hter, he was taken up and imprifoned for that 
end and'purpol'e in the Tower, and brought to his trial 
above all the days in the year, on EfTex's day, the i 3 th 
of Tulv i68 <- He was brought to the Old Bailey, and 
the fame morning tried for high treafon. He earneftly 
dcfired he might have refpite, and might not be tried 
that day fince he had fome witneffes that could not be 
ni town till the night ; nay, they were in fuch poft hafte. 



and fo hot a fcent for his blood, that on his earneft defirc 
they would not ftay fo much as till the afternoon, p re ' 
tending it was againft precedent, and they could not do 
it without the attorney general's confent ; though it 
notorious, that both Plunkct, the titular Irifh primate 
and Fitz-Harris, before fpok en of, were both of then! 
tried the term after they were arraigned ; though in both 
cafes the attorney oppofed it ; and even here in the cafe 
of treafon, at the Old Bailey too, Whitebread's trial w as 
put off to another feffions. If it is pleaded, the cafe i s 
different, and that there was reafon for the one, but not 
for the other; it will be readily granted, tho'ugh my 
lord's evidence were not ready, their's was; they had 
concerted bufinefs better, and juft at that time news was 
brought hot into the houfe, that my lord of EfTex had 
this morning prevented juftice, as has been before re- 
marked in the ftory of Effex ; as alfo, that feveral of the 
jury had faid, They had never found RufTel guilty, had 
it not been for that accident. And indeed, were that all 
in the cafe, there would be ftill room for a great deal of 
charity : for though there was no proper evidence againft 
the prifoner, yet very few perfons in the world, perhaps, 
could have been found, whofe minds would have been 
fo firm, and reafon fo clear, as not to be, whether they 
w ould or no, hinged and biaffed by fuch a fudden report 
as this brought in among them, when they had no time 
to confider calmly of the matter; and this, no doubt, 
was very well known by thofe who ordered things in the 
manner before noted. But I fay, it were to be wiflied, 
for the honour of the F.nglifh nation, that this had beer! 
all the foul play in the cafe, and that there had not been 
fo many thoufand guineas employed in this and other 
trials, as the great agitators thereof have lately confeffed 
to have been. The names of his jury, as I find them, 
are as follows : 

John Martayn, ■ William Butler, 
William Roufe, James Pickering, 
Jervas Seaton, Thomas Jeve, 
William Fafhion, Hugh Noden, 
Thomas Short, Robert Brough, 
George Toriano, Thomas Omeby. 
When he found he muft ex peel neither favour nor 
juftice, as to the delaying of his trid, he excepted 
againlt the foreman of the jury, becaule not a free- 
holder; which for divers and fundry rcafons, almoft, if 
not all the judges, having the happinefs to light on dif- 
ferent ones, and fcarce any two of the fame, was 

ruled, and given againft him; though that fame _ 
tice fince declared and acknowledged one of the great 
grievances of the nation. His indictment ran in thefe 
words, He did confpire and compafs our lord the king, 
his fup.reme lord, not only of his kingly ftate, title, 
power, and government of this his kingdom of England, 
to deprive and throw down; but alfo our faid fovereign 
lord the king to kill, and to death to bring and put, and 
the ancient government of this kingdom of England to 
change, alter, and wholly fubvert, and a miferablc 
flaughter among the fubjedts of our faid lord the king 
through his whole kingdom of England to caufe and 
procure, an infurredtion and rebellion againft our faid 
lord the king to move, procure, and ftir up within tins 
kingdom of England. And lower, He and divers others 
did confult, agree, and conclude infurredtion and rebel- 
lion againlt our fovereign lord the king to move and 
ftir up, and the guards for the prefervation of the pcr- 
fon of our faid fovereign lord the king to fcize and 
deftroy. , , 

Now that all this was not intended as a matter of form 
only, we may fee by the king's council's opening the 
evidence. The firft fays, He was indidtcd lor no lf'< 
than confpiring the death of the king's majefty; a ' 
that in order to the fame, he and others did meet ana 
confpire together, to bring our fovereign lord the icing 
to death, to raife war-and rebellion againft him, and » 
mafiacre his fubjedts ; and in order to compafs the 
wicked defigns, being affemblcd, did confpire to 
the king's guards, and his majefty's perfon : and w 
(he tells the jury) is the charge againft him. ,, 
The attorney, general melts it a little lower, and tc<* 
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them the meaning of all thcfc tragical words, were a 
confuk about a rifing, about fcizing the guards, and 
receiving meffages from the earl of Shaftfbury con- 
cerning an infurreftioii. 

Yet the proof againfl him does not come up fo high 
even as this, though all care was ufed for that purpofe, 
and kind queftions put very frequently to lead and drive 
the evidence ; only one of them witneffing to any one 
point in particular. 

Colonel Rumfey, the firft of thefe, fwears, That 
he was lent with a letter from Shfftfbury, who lay con- 
cealed at Wapping, to meet lord Ruffel, Fergufon, &c. 
at Shepherd's, to know of them what refolution they were 
come to concerning the rifing defigned at Taunton. 
That when he came thither, the anfwer made was, Mr. 
Trenchard had failed them, and no more would be done 
in that bufinefs at that time. That Mr. Fergufon fpoke 
the molt part of that anfwer; but my lord Ruffel was 
prefent, and that he did fpeak about the rifing of Taun- 
ton, and confented to it. That the company was dif- 
courflng alfo of viewing the guards, in order to fur- 
prifethem, if the riling had gone on; and that fome 
undertook to view them ; and that the lord Ruffel was 
by, when this was undertaken. But this being the main 
hinge of the bufinefs, and this witnefs not yet coming 
Up to the purpofe, they thought it convenient to give 
him a jog, to refrefh his memory, afking him, Whether 
he found my lord Ruffel averfe, or agreeing to it ? Who, 
jio doubt, anfwered, Agreeing. But being afterwards 
on the trial aflced, Whether he could fwear pofitively, 
that my lord Ruffel heard the meffage, and gave any 
anfwer to it ? All that he fays is this, That when he 
came in, they were at the fire-fide, but that they all 
came from the fire-fide to hearken to his words. 

The chief that Shepherd witneffes, is, That my lord 
Ruffel, &c. being at his houfe, there was a difcourfe of 
furprifing the king's guards; and fir Thomas Armftrong 
having viewed them when he came thither another time, 
laid, They were remits, and the thing was feizable, if 
there were ftrength to do it, and that upon being qucf- 
tioned too, as Rumfey before him, Whether my lord 
Ruffel was there ? He fays, he was, at the time they 
difcourfed of fcizing the guards. 

The florid lord Howard was the next witnefs, who 
very artificially begins low, being, forfooth, fo terribly 
furprifed with my lord of Effcx's death, that his voice 
failed him, till the lord chief jullice told him, the jury 
could not hear him; in which very moment his voice 
returned again, and he told the reafon why he fpoke no 
louder. After a long harangue of tropes and fine words, 
and difmal general ftories, by which, as my lord com- 
plains, the jury were prepoffeffed againfl him ; he at 
lalt makes his evidence bear direflly upon the point for 
which he came thither, and fwears, That after my lord 
Shaftfbury went away, their party refolved Hill to carry 
on the dc'fign of the infurre&ion without him ; for the 
better management whereof they creeled a little cabal 
among themfelvcs, which did confift of fix perfous, 
whereof my lord Ruffel and himfelf were two : that 
they met for that purpofe at Mr. Hambden's houfe, and 
there adjufted the place and manner of the intended in- 
funeclion : that about ten days after they had another 
meeting on the fame bufinefs at my lord Ruffel's, where 
they refolved to fend fome perfons to engage Argyle and 
the' Scots in the defign, and (being afked too) that he 
was ftire my lord Ruffel was there. Being afked whe- 
ther he faid any thing, he anfwered, That every one 
knew him to be a perfon of great judgment, and not 
very lavifh of difcourfe. Being again goaded on by 
Jeffreys, with a— But did he content ? We did, fays he, 
put it to the vote, it went without contradiction, and I 
took it that all there gave their confent accordingly. 

The next witnefs Weft fwears, That Fergufon and 
colonel Rumfey told him, That my lord Ruffel intended 
<o go down and take his poll in the Weft, when Mr. 
Trenchard had failed them. Whofe hear-fay evidence 
"eing not encouraged, Jeffreys ends very prettily, tel- 
'ing the court, they would not ufe any thing of garni- 
ture, but leave it entirely as it was. 
Now as to colonel Rumfey the firft witnefs: my 
6 5- 
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lord Cavendifh proved on the trial, that my lordRufili 
had a very ill opinion of him, and therefore it was not 
likely he would iutruU him with a icciet of fuch im- 
portance. 

Then as to his evidence, fqueezed out of him, as it 
was, in both branches of the defign, fcizing the guards, 
and the rifing of Taunton, he fays in grofs and general, 
That he was agreeing to one, and fpoke about, and con- 
fented to the other. For his agreeing to the fcizing the 
guards, he might think, as the lord Howard does after, 
that filence gives conlent; for it appears not, nor docs ho 
fwear.thatmv lord fpoke one word about it. Buthehini- 
felf, in his lafi fpeech, which was not a Jcfuit's, and which 
we have all the reafon in the world to believe exactly 
true, fincc, as he himfelf lays in it, He always dcteltcd 
lying, though ever fo much for his advantage; and 
hoped none would be fo unjuft, or uncharitable, to 
think he would venture on it in thefe his lalt words, for 
which he wax footi going to give an account to the great 
God, the tearchcr of hearts, and judge of all things. 
In this laft fpeech he protefts, that at this time of which 
Rumfey fwears, there was no undertaking of fecuring 
and fcizing the guards, nor none appointed to view or 
examine them, only fome difcourfe there was of the 
practicability of it ; he heard it mentioned as a thing 
which might cafily be done, but never confented to it 
as a thing fit to be done. Now I would alk any man of 
fenfe and honour, who did but know my lord Ruffel, 
let them be ever fo much his enemy (if there were 
any fuch) which of thefe two thev really judge more 
worthy to be believed ? There is'but one againfl one. 
Rumfey, who either fwoie upon liking, for laving his . 
life, or was a trepan, that he was contenting to the fciz- 
ing the guards, or my lord Ruffel on his death and falva- 
tion folemnly affirming, That he was fo far from con- 
tenting to any fuch thing., that thqre was not fo much 
as any fuch undertaking mentioned in thecoinpauy while 
he was with them. Efpecially when it is obfervable, 
that Rumfey never inftanccs in the terms in which he 
gave his- conlent; the fame is to be faid of the other 
branch of his evidence, as to the meffage of the in.fur- 
refclion, which, he fays, he brought into the room, found 
my lord Ruffel and the reft by the fire; whence they all 
•came to him, and heard his meffage, and the lord Ruf- 
fel difcourfed on the fubject of it, and confented to it. 
To all which let us again oppofe not only what he an- 
fwered on his trial, wherein he fays. That he would 
fwear he never heard, or knew of that meffage, which 
Rumfey fays he brought to them ; but alfo what he fays 
in confirmation thereof in his fpeech, I fhall aver, that 
what I faid of my not hearing colonel Rumfey deliver 
any meffage from my lord Shaftfbury, was true. And 
a little before, when I came into the room, I law 
Mr. Rumfey by the chimney, though he fwears he 
caine in after that. 

There is one thing more obfervable, That when Weft 
came to give in his garniture evidence, he runs. in a 
length further than Rumfey, and remembers Rumfey 
had told him, what itfecms he himfelf had forgot, That 
on Mr. Trenchard's failing them, my lord Ruffel was.to 
go in his place, and take up his polls along in the Weft. 
And indeed had not Weft miffed his cue, and by imi- 
tating my lord Howard's example, begun firft with hear- 
fay, he had made as llabbing an evidence as ever., did 
any one of the others ; or had they but let him r,tm to 
the end of his ftory, and taken things methodically, 
as his lordfhip had done before him. 

As to Shepherd, all mull grant he fays not a fyllable 
to the purpofe, or any thing which affects my lord., Tie 
can hardly tell whether be was there when there was 
the difcourfe of fcizing the guards, but (peaks not. a 
.word of my lord s hearing, or in the leaft wife confirm- 
ing to the fame. 

Now as for my lord Howard's evidence, we may, with- 
out fcandalmn magnatum, affirm, that every lord is iaoi fit 
to make a privy counfellor; no, nor every wjtty lord 
neither, efpecially in a bufinefs of fuch a concern. K[e 
docs very well to fay, the council of fix all chofe them- 
felves ; for had not be given his own vpte for himfelf, 
hardly any body elfe would have done it, fince hjs 
9 A character 
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chara£ler is fo notorioufly different from that which he 
himfelf gives of my' lord Ruffel, whom, he fays, every 
one knew to be a perfon of great judgment and not very 
lavifh of difcourfe. For his evidence, he too is fo happy 
to have a better memory than Rumfey, as well as Welt 
had; and fays, that the duke of Monmouth told him, 
Rumfey had conveyed my lord Rulfel to Shaftfbury, on 
whofe perfuafion the infurreflion was put off a fort- 
night longer. Of this Rumfey himfelf fays not a fingle 

His lordfhip fays further, that when they had inquired 
how matters flood in the country, and the duke of Mon- 
mouth had found Trenchard and the welt country failed 
them, on this it was put off again, and this about the 17th 
or 18th of Oaober. Now this fame aCtion Rumfey ("peaks 
of, but takes a larger (cope as to the time, the end of 
October, or the beginning of November, far enough from 
the 17th or 18th of the month before. Rumfey i'ays, on 
this difappointment of the Taunton men and Trenchard, 
Shaftfbury refolved to lie gone. Lord Howard, that he 
was fo far from it, that he and his party refolved to do it 
without the lords, and had fct one time and the other, 
and at laft the 17th of November, which alfo not taking 
effea, then Shaftfbury went off. As-to his. evidence, 
which was clofer; the flory of the council of fix, befides 
the former improbability, that he among all the. meniin 
England fhould be chofen one of them ; it is remark- ; 
able, that in their former greater confides at Shepherd's, 
which he and Rumfey mention, the lord Howard was , 

dencef though here, if any where, the grand affair of 
feizing the guards, and the anfwer to Shaftfbury about 
Taunton was concerted. All that appears of truth in 
the matter, feems to be what my lord Ruffel acknow- 
ledges, That thofe perfons named, met very often; that 
there was no formed defign, but only, lool'e talk about 
thofe concerns. That there was no debate of any fuch , 
thing as was fworn, nor putting any thing in a method; [ 
but my lord Howard being a man of a voluble tongue, ! 
and one who talks very well, they were all delighted, to , 
hear his oratory. 

Indeed my lord Howard does not pofuively fwear, 
even fuppofing this formed confult to be true, that my 
lord Ruffel actually .contented to it. Only, that he. was 
there, and that he took it, and that he did give his 
approbation. 

Doubtlefs it is a very ill caufc that needs either a lie.or 
acheat to defend it. My lord Rulfel himfelf being fo in- 
genuous to acknowledge whatever of truth, any that knew 
him will believe to be in his part of the defign, it would 
be an injury to his memory to do otherwise. . It appears 
•then from his own acknowledgment, that Howard, Arm- 
ItrOng, and fuch others, had fometimes difcourfed of ill 
defigns and matters in his company: and as he fays in his 
fpeech, What the heats, wickednefs, paflionsj and vani- 
ties of other men had occafioned, he' ought 'not to be 
anfwerable for, nor could he reprefs them. Nay more, 
he did fufficiently difapprove thofe things which he beard 
difcourfed of with more heat than judgment. But for 
himfelf, he declares folemnly again and again, Thalihe 
was never in any defign againit the king's life. br aaiy 
man's whatever; nor ever in any contrivance of altering 
the government. If fo, what then becomes of all the flory 
of the council of fix ? And is it not to be thrown among 
thefamelumberwith thcold famous Nag's-Head-Tavorn 
bufinefs ? It will be flill faid he. was an ill man. by being 
guilty by this very confeffion of mifprifion of treafou. 
Suppofing this true ; that was not death, and he died, 
as he fays, innocent of the crime he Hood condemned 
for. And befides, every lord has not brow hard enough, 
nor tongue long enough, nor foul little enough,' to make 
an informer againft others to.fave his own life ? I hope, 
fays he, nobody will imagine that fo mean a thought 
could enter into me, as to go about to fave my life by 
accufing others. The part that fomc have acted lately 
of that kind has not been fuch as to invite me to love 
life at a rate fo dear ! 

■ Howcvcr.all this docs not depend. on hisnaked word, 
•fincethe evidence who fwore againft him being fuch as 
were neither credible, nor indeed fo much'as legal wit- 



neffes, the accufation of itfelf muft fall to the ground If 
legal they were not credible, becaufc as my lord Dela 
mere obferves in this cafe, they had no pardons, but 
hunted, as the cormorant does, with firings about'thei,- 
necks, which Weft, in his anfwer to Walcot's letter i n 
genuoufly acknowledges, and fays, It is through God'and 
the king's mercy, he was not at the apparent point of 
death. That is.in afairconftruaion, was not jull turning 
over, but was upon trial, to fee whether he would do bu- 
finefs, and deferve to efcape hanging. Much fuch an ho" 
nourable way of getting pardon, as' the fellow who faved 
his own neck by turning hangman, and doing his own 
father the good office. 5 " 

No more indeed was the great witnefs, the honourable 
lord who call this noble perfon, a legal, as well as a 
credible witnefs. No man alive has any way to clear 
himfelf from the mo ft: perjured villain's malice, if he 
fwears againft him point blank, but either by circum- 
flance of time; or invalidating his very evidence. Let 
any think of another way if they can. The firft of 
thefe was precluded; it was that which had before been 
made ule of to'lham off a truer , plot, aiid much more 
valid evidence. But here Rumfey and the reft came to 
no determinate time, but only abbut fuch a time; about 
the end of Oaober, or beginning of November : and 
others cloud the precifc time in fo many words, that it 
is iinpoffible to find it. All then that could be done, 
was as to the perfon. Now what.thing can be invented] 
which can more invalidate the evidence any perfon gives, 
than. his folemn, repeated, voluntary oath, indubitably 
proved againft him, that fuch a perfon. is innocent of 
that very crime of which he afterwards accufes him ? 
If this be the cafe or no here, let any one read the fol- 
lowing depofitions, and make an indifferent judgment. 
My lord Anglcfey w.itnelfes, He was at the earl of Bed- 
ford's, after his fon was imprifoned, where came in my 
lord Howard, and began to comfort him, faying. He 
.was. .happy in fo wife a fon, and worthy a perfon; and 
who c'ould never be in fuch a plot as that., That he 
knew nothing againft him, or any body elfe, of fuch a 
barbarous defign; Buf.th.is was not upon oath, and only 
related to the affaffination, as he fays for himfelf in his 
paring diltinaion. Look then alittle lower toDr.Bur- 
•net, whom the lord Howard was with the night after 
the. .plot broke out, and then,, as well as once before, 
■with haihds and eyes lifted up to heaven, did fay, He 
knew nothing of any plot, nor believed any. Here is 
the molt folemn call], as he himfelf confeffes- volunta- 
rily, nay, unneceffarily ; though perhaps in my lord 
Bedford's cafe, good mature might work upon him. 
■Here is the paring of his apple broke all to pieces. No 
fhadow, no room left for his diltinaion between the in- 
furreaion and aflaffination ; but without any guard or 
mitigation at all, he folemnly ("wears, he knew not of 
any plot, nor believed • any exilted. 

However, it was no: great matter, for the jury were 
refolved to know and believe it.,. whether he did or no. 
There is but liule.fublerfuge. more, and the cafe is 
clear. All this perjury,,all thefe folemn affeverations he 
tells, us were only to, brazen put the pl,ot, and to outface 
the thing for himfelf and party. This he fairly acknow- 
ledges; and let, all the world be the jury, whether they 
would deftroy one of the braveft men in it, on the evir 
dencc of fuch a- .perfon ? Hut therc is yet further an- 
fwer. His coufin, Mo Howard, who was my lord's 
intimate friend, who fecuredhim in his houfe, to whom 
he might open his foul, and to whom it feems he did, he 
having made application to the minillers of Mate in his 
name, that he was willing, to ferve the king, and give 
him fatisfaaion ; to him, 1 fay,, with whom he had fecret 
negotiations, and that of fuch a nature ; will any be- 
lieve that he would outface the thing here too ? That 
he would perjure' himfelf for nothing, where no danger, 
no good came on it ? No certainly,, his. lordfhip l' a<1 
more wit, and confidence, and honour; he ought to he 
vindicated from fuch an imputation, even for the credit 
of his main evidence; for my lord Grey, he tells us, 
was left out of :their councils for his immoralities ; and 
had he himfelf been fuch a fort of a man, thofe piercing 
heads in the council would have certainly found him out 
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before, and never admitted him among them. As for 
the very thing, Mr. Howard tells it as generouflv, and 
with as much honed indignation as poffible, in Ipite of 
the checks the court gave him. He took it, fays he, 
upon his honour, his faith, and as much as if he had 
taken an oath before a magiftrate, that he knew nothing 
ofany man concerned in this bufinefs, and particularly 
of the lord Ruiiel ; of whom, he added, that he 
thought Ire. did unjuftly . fuffer. So that if he had the 
lame foul on Monday, that he had on Sunday (the 'very 
day before) this could not be true that he fwore againft 
the lord Ruflcl. My lord Ruffcl's I'uffering was iinpri- 
fbmnent, and that for the fame matter on which he was 
tried, the infurreflipn, not the aflkflination. If my 
lord Howard knew him guilty of that for which he was 
committed, though hot the other, how could he then 
fay, he fuffcrcd unjuftly ? 

It would after all this, be almoft fuperfluous to go any 
furthcr,orinteruheeyidencegivenbyDr.Tillotfon,Bur- 
net,Cox,and others, not only of his virtuous and honour- 
able behaviour, but efpecially of his judgment about 
anyftirs, or popular infurreaions, that he wasabfolutely 
againft them/ that it was folly and madnefs till things 
came to be regulated in a parliamentary way, and 
thought it would ruin the. belt caute.in.thc world to take 
any fuch ways towards its prefervation. 

But all this and more would not do, die he muft, the 
duke ordered it, the witnefles fwore it, t.he judges di- 
reQed it, the jury found it.; and when the.fentence came 
to be paired, the judge alked, as is ufual. What he had 
to fay why it mould not be pronounced ? He anfwered, 
That whereas he had been charged in the indiament 
which was then read to him, with confpiring the death 
of the king, which he had. not taken notice of before, 
he appealed to the judge and court, whether he were' 
gi'ilty within the Itatute on which he was tried, the wit- 
nefles having fworn an intention of levying war, but not 
of killing the king, of which there was no proof by anv 
one witnefs. The recorder told him. That was an ex- 
ception proper, and as- he thought, his lordlhip did 
make it before the vcrdia. Whether the evidence did 
amount to prove the charge, was to be obferved by the 
jury j for if. the evidence came fhort of the indiament 
they could not find, it to, be a true charge ; but when 
once they had found it, their verdia did pal's for truth, 
• and the court was bound by it, as well as his lordlhip, 
and they were to go according to what the jury had 
found, not, their evidence. Now I would fain know, 
what. is the reafon of the prifoner's being afked that 
queAlon, What he has to fay for himfelf ? Isitonlyfor- 
mahty, or banter ? He makes an exception, which the 
judge himfelf confeffes proper. But who was counfel 
lorthe prifoner!. Is.nqtthe bench? Or, does it not pre- 
tend to be fo ? And why is not this obferved by them 
in their direaion to the jury ! The recorder Teems to 
grant, it fairly, that the evidence did not prove the 
charge, and lays, The court was to go, not according 
to the evidence. Well, evidence, or none, the truth is 
was not the quell ion : for being found guilty, fentence 
W iM P ?" hi '" ; whcnce he. was removed to Newgate. 
While he was there, the importunity, of his friends, as 
he hanoTo.nely fays in his fpeech, left they fhould think 
mm lullen or ftubborn, prevailed with him to (i<r n peti- 
tions, and make an addrefs for his life, though it was not 
■•''Shout difficulty that he did any thing that was begging 
t0 lave it. But with how much fuccefs, it mayeafily be 
Sueffed by any who knew the duke's temper ; nor is it 
'"''gotten how barbaroufly hisladyand children were re- 
Pi'llcd, and the king's good nature not fuffered to fave 
T "!"f hc . beft mci1 ! » hii kingdom. Dr. Burnet and 
L ■'• I i!lodon were with him much of the time between 
entencc and death; where to the I a ft, he owned that 
"ottrine, which other good men, who were then of ano- 
'her judgment, have fince been forced into, namely, 
">c lawFulnefs of rcfiftancc againft unlawful violence, 
"ni whomfocver it proceeds. 

Now, after fruitlefs applications for his pardon ; after 
akucwell and adieu in this world, to one of the beft of 
V t >men, who flood by him, and afiiltcd him .in his trial 
a »u did not leave his pretence, till atlaft on Saturday the 



2 1 ft of July, he went into his own coach about nine o'clock 
with Dr. Tillotfon and Dr. Burnet ; whence he was car- 
ried to Great-Lincoln's-Inn-Field to the fcaffold prepa- 
red for him, where, among all the numerous fpeaators, 
he was one of the moll unconcerned perfons there : and 
very few rejoiced at Co doleful a fpeaacle. but the Pa- 
pilts, who indeed had fufficient reafon ; my lord Powis's 
people expreffing, as it is faid, a great deal of pleafure 
and fatisfocW There, after he had again folemnly 
proteffed his innocency, and that he was far from any 
defign againft the king's perfon, or of altering the go- 
vernment ; nay, that he did upon the words of a dy- 
ing man profefs, that he knew of no plot againft the 
kings life or government; and delivering 'one of the 
fineft fpeeches ,n the world to the fheriff, he prayed by 
himfelf, and with Dr. Tillotfon's affiftancef and em- 
bracing h lm and Dr. Burnet, .he fubmitted to the fatal 
Itrokes, for the executioner took no lefs than three be- 
fore he could fever his head, which when it was held up, 
as ufual, there was fo far from being any Ihout, that a 
conuderable groan was heard round the fcaffold. His 
body was given to his friends, and conveyed to Che- 
neys in Buckinghamshire, where it was buried among 
his anceftors. During the day of his martyrdom there 
was a great ftorm, and many loud claps of thunder. 



The Martyrdom of Captain Walcot, Hone, and 
Rouse, with a full Account of their Behaviour and 
execution. 

CAPTAIN WALCOT and his fellow-fufferers in 
order of time, fhould have gone firft, he be'ing 
conviaed before my lord Ruffel, and executed the Fri- 
day, as he Was on Saturday. But my lord Ruffel'sfate 
having fo immediate a dependence on the earl of Effex's 
and all the plot hanging on him ; efpecially they two 
making the greaft figure of any who fuffered on this 
occafion ; it looked more proper and natural to be s in 
with them, and referve the other to this place. 

Captain Walcot was a gentleman of a confiderable 
eftate in Ireland, but more remarkable for the rare hap- 
pinefs of having eight children all at once living and 
moft of all, for his love to his country, which coft him 
his life, as our readers will perceive. 

The fuppofed crime for which Walcot fuffered, and 
which Weft and others witnefs againft him, was con- 
fulting the death of the king, and charging the guards, 
at his return from Newmarket, while the dreadful blun- 
derbufs was to be. fired into the coach by Rumbald, or 
fome others. His privacy to difcourfes about the king's 
death was but mifprifion. For his affing in it, they 
could not. have pitched on a more unlikely man to com- 
mand a party in fo defperatea'n attempt as charging the 
guards, than one that Was fick and bed-ridden of the 
gout, as about this time, and often befides, the captain 
was. Nor teems Weft's pretence more likely, that he 
refufed to be aaual in thVaffaffiriation, becaufe of the 
batenefs of it, but offered to charge the guards, while 
others did it ; much as wifely and tenderly, as if he had 
denied to cut a' man's throat, but contented to hold his 
hands while others did it. This he denies with indigna- 
tion in his fpcech, and appeals to all that knew him 
whether they thought him fuch an ideot, that he fhould 
notunderftand it was the fame thing to engage the king's 
guards, whilft others killed him; or to kill him with his 
own hands? Here then, it is plain, lies the pinch of 
the matter; Weft, Rumtey, &c. had been frequently 
difcourfing at that bloody, villanous rate; Weft was 
moft impatiently eager of having it done; he propofed 
the lopping them at a play, which would be in their 
own calling he faid. 

Colonel Rumfey and Weft were the main pillars, and 
almoll the only witnefles on which the credit of that ac- 
tion depended, who appear all through the great and al- 
moft fole managers thereof, and who accute others for 
being concerned in it. What and how much their credit 
weighs, we have already hinted, but fhall yet confront 
it with further teftimonies relating to this matter, and 
that of dying men, who could expea no pardon in 
' this 
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this world, rior the other, for a Talfehood. Befides Rum- 
bald's folemn pfoteftatioii; Ice Walcot's fp'eech and pa- 
per, wherein' he as deeply affirms, as a man can do, that 
Weft bought arms for this villanous defign (which can- 
not be expreffed with deteftation enough) without any 
direction of his, nay, without any direcYion, knowledge, 
or privity of his. Weft fays in his anfwer to this, as well 
as in his evidence, that Walcot joined in the direction 
about the nature and fize of thole arms; that "he was 
very intimate and familiar with this Rurabaldj who was 
to be the principal actor in the affaffinaiion. But Rum- 
bald's death before recited, clears himfelf and Walcot, 
and fliews u° what Weft is. In another place he affirms, 
that Walcot told'him Fergr.ifbii had the chief manage- 
ment of the intended afiaffination. Rumbald|s hard 
name, as has been faid already, Fergufon's ill name, 
and the abfence of them both, brought them in all pro- 
bability into the bufinefs ; and Walcot's being pad an- 
fwering for himfelf or them, made it very advifcable to 
charge fo much on him. So in the fame nature Fergu- 
fon was the author of that expreffron Walcot had from 
Weft; Fergufon undertook for the duke of Monmouth i 
Fergufon propofed to fee for an opportunity between 
Windfor and Hampton-Court. The men to commi- 
the affaffination were all provided by Fergnfon, Rum- 
bald, &c. And I remember another of them, or he 
himfelf, talks of fifty men engaged for the very action. 
Now as mere good nature, and the love I have to my 
countrymen, will never flitter me to believe there could 
be fo many Englifhmen found, and Proteltants too, who 
would confent to kill their king; never any. one ha- 
ving acknowledged fuch a defign befides poor Hone, 
who was To ftupid, he could not give one fcnfible ari- 
fwer to what Cartwright afked him at his death : fo 
plain a teftimony, and dint of fact and reafon, forces 
me to conclude thefe pei Cons here charged were not 
guilty. See what Route fays of it; he was told, they 
did not intend to fpill fo much as one drop of blood. 
But moft particularly Holloway; he could not perceive 
Fergufon knew any thing of the Newmarket defign, but 
Rumfey and Weft were deep in it. Again, Holloway 
afked Weft who was to aa the affaffination ? To which 
he could give but a (lender anfwer, and coiild, or would 
name but two men, Rumbald and his brother. J lift fuch 
probable ftuff as Colledge's feizing the king by himfelf 
at, Oxford, fo that (he goes on) we found they had but 
few men, if more than two, and no borfes, only a par- 
cel of arms he fhewed at a gunfmith's. And lower, at 
another time, Weft only named Rumfey and Richard 
Goodenough as concerned in the airaffination : Weft 
again propofed the affaffination, but hone feconded him : 
Rumfey was for the old (train of killing the king, to 
which not ; one contented : he could never find above 
five concerned in it. He heard Walcot fpeak againft 
it ; I knew Fergufon to be agaihjt any fuch intention. 

To fum up the whole, the world is left to it's liberty 
to believe, at lealt three dying men's affeverations, 
againft thofe who fo plainly fwore others necks into the 
halter,' to get their own out, that Weft himfelf is not 
afiiamed to own in his forementioned anfwer, that he was 
itill in danger of death, though not fo eminent as it had 
been; nor at the apparent point of death. . And at the 
clofe of this paper, if it fhall pleafe the king to fpare my 
life for my conl'effion, it is a great happinefs, &c. which 
part of his evidence every body will eafily credit. 

All this duly confidcred, a fair fuppolition Ties of the 
innocency of this captain, and others, of what they 
were acculed, found guilty, fentenccd, and died for; 
it being on Weft's evidence, and fuch as his, that he and 
others were arraigned and condemned; the captain's de- 
fence being much the fame with what he fays in his 
•fpecch.. It is well known, that the witneffes againlt 
captain Walcot fwore for their own lives with halters 
about their necks ; and it is as true that moft of the 
witneffes had talked atamad rate, in the hearing of fome 
of thofe whom they deftroyed ; but mark what captain 
Walcot in a moft folemn manner with his laft breath 
declared. 

. Firfl of all he denied any defign of killing the king, 
or of engaging the guards, whilft' others killed hiin'j 



and faid, that the witheffes-invited him 
where fome things were difcourfed of, in oraer to ih c 
afferting our liberties and properties; which we looked 
upon to be violated and invaded : That they importu- 
ned and perpetually folicited him, and then delivered 
him up to be hanged : That they combined togetherto 
fwear him out of his life, to lave their own ; and that 
they might do it effectually, they contrived an untruth. 
That he forgave them, though guilty of his blood; but 
withal, earnefily begged, that they might be obferved, 
that remarks might be let upon them, whether theirend 
be peace ;■ and he concluded (with what made (ir Roger 
LT-ltrange a great deal of (port, but yet heaven has 
made it good) That when God hath a work to do, he 
will not want inftruments. 

Roufe, who was tried with the captain, was charged 
with fuch a parcel of mad romance, as was fcarce cv^f 
heard of ; and one would wonder how perjury and ma- 
lice, which ufe to be fober fins, could ever be fo extra- 
vagant as to think of it. He W3S to feize the Tower, 
pay the rabble, uncafe the aldermen, to be pay-maflcr 
andflea-mafter-general.andagreatdea! more tothefauie 
turie. In his defence he lays no great matter, but yet 
what looks a thoufand times more like truth than his ac- 
cufation ; that the Tower bufinefs was only difcourfe of 
the feaziblenefsof the thing (as Riiflel'sabout the guards] 
but without the' leaft' intent of bringing it to action; that 
all he was concerned in any real defign, he had from 
Lee, and was getting more out of him, with an intention 
to make a difcovery. But it feems Lee got the whip- 
hand of him; they were both at a kind of halter com- 
bat; Roufe's foot flipt, and Lee turned htm over, and 
' faved his own neck by fo doing. 

One Hone was likewife accufed, and owns himfelf 
guilty of a defign to kill the king and the duke of York, 
or one, or neither, for it is impoffible to make any fenfe 
of him.- When they came to fuffer, Walcot read a paper, 
in which was a good rational confeffionof his faith; then 
comes to the occafion of his death ; for which, he fays, 
he heitherblames the judges, j ury, nor council, but only 
fome men, that in reality were deeper concerned than 
he, Who combined together to fwear him out of his life 
to fave their own, and that they might do it effectually, 
contrived an untruth, &c. He forgives the world and 
the witneffes ; gives his friends advice to be more pru- 
dent than he had been; prays that his may be the iaft* 
blood fpilled.on that account; withes the king would be 
merciful to others; fays he knew nothing of Ireland; 
and concludes, with praying God to have mercy on him. 
He bad then fome difcourfe with Cartwright, wherein 
he tells him/ that he was not for contriving the death of 
the king, nor to have had a hand in it ; and being urged 
with fome matters of controversy, tells him, he did not 
come thither to difpute about religion, but religioufly 
to fuffer. 

Now though dyingbeaferious bufinefs, vet it is almoft 
impoffible to read Hone's difcourfe with the dean, with- 
out as violent temptations to laughter as companion. 
Never was fo cxaQ an imitation of the fcene of the 
Fifherman and Kings in the Rehearfal, when he tells 
them prince Prettyman killed prince Prettyman., One 
would think him very near in the fame cafe with Bate- 
man, who came after him. His replies are fo incon- 
gruous, that there is hardly either fenfe or Englifh to be 
made out of them. But the poor fellow talks of fnares 
and circumftances, and nobody knows what, and fays m 
one line, he was to meet the king and duke or York, but 
he did not know when, where, nor for what. In w« 
next, he was for killing the king, and Caving the duke; 
and when afked the reafon, anfwers, the only (enhblc 
thing he faid all through, that he knew no reaion, that 
he did not know what to fay to it. And when the dcr.n 
charges him with the murderous delign, that he knew 
as little of it, as any poor filly man ever did. 

Next Route comes, gives an account of his faith.pro- 
feffinrr to die of the church or England, tells his fo.mer 
employment and manner of life, acknowledges he heard 
of clubs and defigns, but was never at them, and a per- 
fect ftranger to any tiling of" that nature. Gives a ie • 
tion of what, pa fled between him and his majelly <>» -< a 
1 apprehend 
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apprehenfion. Talks fomewhat of fir TKomas Player, 
the earl of Shaftfbury, and accommodating the king's 
fon, as he calls it, though not while the king reigned. 
Then falls upon Lee, and the difcourfe they had toge- 
ther, who, as he fays, fwore againft him on the trial 
thofe very words he himfelf had ufed in preffing him 
to undertake the defign. Speaks of a filver ball which 
he propofed to be thrown up on Black-Heath, and after 
fome difcourfe with the ordinary, gives the fpectators 
fome good counfel. Then they all three fiogly prayed ; 
and underwent their execution at Tower-Hill. 



the Martyrdom of Colonel Algernon Sidney. 

COLONEL Algernon Sidney, was the next victim 
to popifh cruelty and malice ; he was of the ancient 
and noble name and family of the Sidneys, defervcdly 
famous to the utmoft bounds of Europe ; who, as the in- 
genious Mr. Hawles obferves, was merely talked to death, 
under the notion of a commonwealth's man, and found 
guilty by a jury who were not much more proper judges 
of the cafe, than they would have been had he wrote in 
Greek or Arabic. He was arraigned for a branch of 
this plot at Weftminfter, the 17th of November 1683; 
where, though it cannot be faid the grand jury knew not 
what they did, when they found the bill againft him, 
fince, no doubt, they were well inftructed what to do ; 
yet it appears, that they found it almoft before they knew 
what it was, being fo well refolved on the cafe, and 
agreed on their verdict, that had he been indicted for 
breaking open an houfe, or robbing on the highway, it 
was doomed to have been billa vera> as much, as it was 
now. For though the indictment was never prefented 
to them before they came into the hall, yet they imme- 
diately found it : the fubftance whereof was, for a con- 
fpirac'y to depofe the king, and ftirring up rebellion, and, 
writing a libel for that purpofe. The moft part of the 
evidence brought againft him, was only hear-fay, as 
againft my lord Ruflel ; nay, Weft, whofe evidence 
was then refufed, now was admitted, to tell a longftory 
of what he had from one and the other. Rumfey's was 
much of the fame nature. In the rear came that never- 
failing evidence, the lord Howard, who witnefles he 
was one of the council of fix, and engaged one of the 
deepeft in their confults. And more than this, exercifes 
his own faculty very handfomely, in an account of two 
fpeeches Mr. Hambden made on the occation, which 
indeed were fuch fine things, that fome might think it 
worth the while to fwear againft a map, only to have 
the reputation of reciting them ; and let any man 
judge whom they are moft like, Mr. Hambden, or 
my lord's own witty felf. 

A paper was the next evidence faid to be of the pri- 
foner's writing, which was found in his ftudy. The 
fubftance of which was an inquiry into the forms of go- 
vernment, and reafons of their decays : the rights of 
the people, and the bounds of fovereignty, and original 
of power. In which were thofe heinous, treafonable 
expreffions, the king is fubjcct to the law of God as a 
man, to the people who made him fuch, as a king, &c. 
And examples of evil kings and tyrants, whom forae- 
times a popular fury had deftroyed ; at others, the Or- 
(tines Regni either reduced, or fet them afidc, when their 
government was a curfe inftead of a blefling to their 
people. Well, what treafon in all this, and a great 
ileal more ? Nothing but a Jefuit's enchanted lelefcope 
could have found any in it. If there were any miftakes, 
as he fays in his fpeech, they ought to have been confu- 
ted by law, reafon, and fcripture, not fcaffolds and axes. 
Firft, It was not proved to be his writing, nor did he. 
confefs it ; treafon and life are critical things: one/ 
ought to be as fairly proved, as the other to be caiij' 
lioufly proceeded againft. Though he might write' i't, 
lie had the liberty of an Englifhman, not to accufe him- 
felf: the very fame thing which was afterwards put in 
practice by thofe reverend perfons, who, later than he, 
and cheaper too, defended their country's liberty with 
°nly the lofs of. their own. But owning he wrote it, 
65- 



how very few, if any things therein, are not now gene- 
rally and alrnp/t univerfally believed, and are the foun- 
dation of the practice, and fatisfaction of the con- 
fcience of every man, though then confuted with the 
fuigle brand of commonwealth principles, being indeed 
fuch as all the world muft, whether they will or no, be 
forced into the belief of, as foon as oppreffion and ty- 
ranny bears hard upon them, and becomes really un- 
fupportable ? But fuppofing they were now as wicked 
principles as they were called then ; yet what was that to 
the then pre.fent governors ? He anfwered Filmer for his 
own fatisfaction, or rather began to do it,' many years 
before the makers of this plot dreamed of that, or 
bringing him into it ; kept it private in his own ftudy, 
where it might have lain till doom's-day, had" not they 
fetched it out to make fomewhat of it. It was fuggefted, 
and innuendocd, that this book was written to Tcatter 
among the people, in order to difpofe them to rebel, as 
it is in the indictment. But how ridiculous that is, any 
one will fee who confiders the bulk of it, which was 
fuch, that, as he fays in his fpeech, the fiftieth part of 
the book was not produced, nor the tenth of that read, 
though he defircd it, and it was ufual ; and yet after all, 
as it had never been fliewn to any man, fo it was not 
finifhed, nor could be in many years. Now is this a bu- 
finefs likely to be calculated for a rebellion ; when it 
could neither be finifhed till feveral years after it was 
over j and befidcs, if it had, the bulk made it fo im- 
proper to be difperfed for that purpofe for which it was 
pretendedly defigned ? No, thofe who are to poifon a 
nation in that manner, know better things, and more 
likely ways. It is to be done in little pamphlets, and 
papers eafily read over, underftood, and remembered, 
as the declaration gentlemen the other day very well 
knew. But ftill here being not a fy liable in thefe pa- 
pers of king Charles, any more than of the king of Ban- 
tam, or the great mogul, againft whom they might as 
well have made it treafon ; it was all fupplied by a fine 
knack, called the innuendo, that is in Engjifir, fuch in- 
terpretation as they would pleafe to affix on his words. 
Thus when he writes Tarquin, or Pepin, or Nero, they 
fay, be meant king Charles ; and fo, fcandaloufly of 
him, as well as wickedly of the gentleman, make a 
monfter and a ravilher of their king, and then take 
away another's life for doing it. There was a minifter I 
have fomewhere read of, who was accufed for writing 
a libel againft queen Elizabeth, and her government ; 
and the fact there, it is true, lay, as this does upon in- 
nuendoes,, though much more plain and pregnant. But 
all the punilhment inflicted on him, though thought fe- 
verc enough, reached not his head, the lofs of his hand 
being deemed fufficient, while with that which was left, 
he pulled off his hat, and prayed God to blefs the queen. 
Bui this was under a truly proteftant government and 
a mild reign. 

Such was my lord Howard's evidence, that had the 
jury been any but fuch as they were, and Sidney de- 
fcribes them, they would not have hanged a Jefuit upon, 
the credit of it j behaving, one would think, that read 
the trials, taken a pride in damning himfelf deeper and 
deeper againft every new appearance in public, on pur- 
pofe to try the (kill and face of the counfel in bringing 
him ofF again. To the evidence brought againft him 
in my lord Ruffel's cafe, he had taken care to add the 
following: 

Firft, the earl of Clare witnefles, that he faid, after 
Sidney's imprifonment, if queftioned again, he would 
never plead (had it not been a pleafant thing for my 
lord Howard to have been prefled to death for not 
fpcaking?) and that he thought colonel Sidney as inno- 

• cent as any man breathing : Mr. Ducas fays the fame, 
fo docs my lord Paget, Mr. Edward, Philip Howard, 
Tracy, Penwick, and Mr. Blake ; that he faid he had 
not his pardon, and could not afcribe it to any reafon, 
but that he muft not have it till the drudgery of fwear- 
in" was completed. 

Now, though there was no reafonable an Twer 1 could be 
given to all this ; though Sidney pleaded the obligations 
my lord Howard had to him, and the great conveniency 
he might think there might be in his being hanged, 

I 9 B fince 
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fince he' was fome hundreds of pounds in his debt, 
which would be the readied way of paying him ; and 
had befides, as it appeared, a great mind to have the 
colonel's plate feciired at his own houfc; though never 
man in the world certainly ever talked 11 longer fenfe, or 
better reafon, or more evidently battered the judges, and 
left them nothing but railing ; yet it was all a cafe with 
him, as well as the others ; and the petty jury could as 
eafily have found him guilty, without hearing his trial, 
as the grand jUry did, as foon as ever they faw the bill. 
Never was any thing more bale and barbarous, than the 
fumming up the evidence and directions to the jury, who 
yet flood in no great need of them : nor more uncivil 
and faucy a reflection on the noble family and name of 
the Sidneys, than the judge's faying that he was born a 
traitor. Never any thing braver, or more manly, than 
his remonstrance to the king for juftice, and another 
trial : nor, lastly, more Roman, and yet truly Christian 
than his end. The brave old man came upon a fcaffold, 
as unconcerned as if he ha.d been going to fight, and as 
lively as if he had been a Ruffes. In his laft fpeech he 
gives almost all the fubftance of all thofe books which 
were lately written in the defence of the late tranfac- 
tions, and no difgrace to them neither ; fince truth and 
reafon are eternal, and one and the fame from all pens 
and parties, and at .all times ; however there may be 
fome' times fo bad, that they will not bear fome reafon, 
any more than fome doctrine. He there fays as much 
in a little as ever man did : That magiftratcs were fet up 
for-the good of nations, not to the contrary. If that be 
treafon, King Charles I. is guilty of it againft himfelf, 
who fays the fame thing, That the power of magistrates 
is what the Jaws of the country make it : that thofe laws 
and oaths have the force of a contract, and if one part 
is broken, die other ceafes. And other maxims/>f the 
fame neceffity and ufefulnefs. He, befides this, gave a 
full account of the design of his book, of his trial, and 
the injustice done him therein ; of the juries being 
picked, and important points of law over-ruled ; and 
ends with a molt compendious prayer, in which he de- 
fires God would forgive his enemies, but keep them from 
doing any more mifchief ; and then he laid down his 
head in eternal repofe. 

The Petition o/Col. Algernon Sidn icy to the King. 
To the King's Moji Excellent Majefty: the humble 
Petition of Algernon Sidney, Efq. 

Sheweth, 

THAT your petitioner, after a long and' crofe im- 
prifonment, was on the feventh day of this month, 
with a guard of foldiers brought into the Palace-Yard, 
upon a Habeas Corpus directed. to die lieutenant of the 
Tower, before any indictment had been exhibited againft 
him : but while he was there detained, a bill was exhi- 
bited and found; whereupon he was immediately carried 
to the King's-Bench, and there arraigned. In this fur- 
prife he defired a copy of the indictment, and leave to 
make his exceptions, or to put in a fpecial plea, and 
counfel to frame it; but all was denied him. He then 
offered a fpecial plea ready engroffed, which alfo was 
rejected without reading : and being threatened, that if 
he did not immediately plead guilty or not guilty, judg- 
ment ofbigh treafon Ihauld be entered, he was forced, 
contrary to law (as he fuppofes) to come to a general iffue 
in pleading not guilty. 

November 21, he was brought to his trial, and the 
indiament being perplexed and confided, fo that neither 
he nor any of his friends that heard it, could fully com- 
prehend the fcope of it, he was wholly unprovided of all 
the helps that the .law allows to every man for his de- 
fence. Whereupon he did again defire a copy, and 
produced an authentic copy of the ftatute of 46 Ed. III. 
whereby it is •enacted, That every man (ball have a copy 
of any record that touches him in any manner, as well 
that which is for or againft the king, as any other per- 
fon ; but could neitber obtain a copy of his indictment,, 
nor that the the ftatute fhould be read. 



The jury by which he was tried, was not (as he i s 
informed) summoned by the bailiffs of the feveral hun. 
dreds, in the ufual and legal manner ; but names were 
agreed upon by Mr. Graham, and the under fherifF, and 
directions given to the bailiff to fummon them : and 
being all fo chofen; a copy of the panhel was of no ufe 
to him. When they came to be called, he excepted 
againft fome for being your majesty's fervants, which he 
hoped fhould not be returned, when he was profecuted, 
at your majefty's fuit ; many more for not being free- 
holders, which exceptions, he thinks, were good inlaw; 
and others were lewd and infamous pcrfons, not fit to be 
on any jury ; but all was over-ruled by the lord chief 
justice, and your petitioner forced to challenge them 
peremptorily, whom he found to be picked out as moft 
fuitable to the intentions of thofe who fought his ruin ; 
whereby he loft the benefit allowed him by law of mak- 
ing his exceptions, and was forced to admit of mechanic 
pcrfons, utterly unable to judge of fuch a matter as was 
to be brought before them. This jury being fwom, no 
witnefs was produced who fixed any thing beyond hear- 
fay upon your petitioner, except the lord Howard, and 
them that fwore to fome papers faid to be found in his 
houfe, and offered as a fecond witnefs, and written in 
an hand like to that of your petitioner. 

Your petitioner produced ten witnefles, moft of them 
of eminent quality, the others of unblemifhed fame, to 
fhew that lord Howard's testimony was inconsistent with 
what he had declared before (at the trial of the lord 
Ruffel) under the fame religious obligation of an oath, 
as if it had been legally administered. 

Your petitioner did further endeavour to fhew, That 
befides the absurdity and incongruity of his teftimony, 
he being guilty of many crimes which he did not pretend 
your petitioner had any knowledge of, and having no 
other hope of pardon, than by the drudgery of fwearing 
' against him, he deferved not to be believed. And simi- 
litude of : hands could be no evidence, as was declared 
by the lord chief juftice Keiling, and the whole court, 
iir the lady Carr's cafe ;' fo that no evidence at all re- 
mained againft him. . 

That whofoever wrote thofe papers, they 'were but a 
finall part of a polemical difcourfe in anfwer to a "book 
wri tten about thirty years ago, upon general propositions, 
applied to no time, nor any particular cafe; that it was 
impoffible to judge of any part of it, unlefs the whole 
did appear, which did not ; that the fenfe of fuch parts 
of it as were produced, could not be comprehended, 
unlefs the whole had been read, which was denied ; 
that the ink and paper fheweth them to be written many 
years ago ; that the lord Howard not knowing of them, 
they could have no concurrence with what your petitioner 
is -faid to have designed with him and others; that the 
confufion'and errors in the writingfhewed they had never 
been fo much as reviewed, and being written in a hand 
that no man could well read, they were not fit for the 
prefs, nor could be in fome years, though the writer 
had intended it, which did not appear. But they being 
only the prefent crude and private thoughts of a man, 
for the exercife of his own underftanding in his studies, 
and never fhewed to any, or applied to any particular 
cafe, could not fall under the ftatute of 25 Edw. Ill- 
which takes cognizance of no fuch matter, and could 
not by construction be brought under it ; fuch matters 
being thereby referved to the parliament, as is declared 
in the provifo, which he defired might be read, but was 
refilled. 

Several important points of law did hereupon emerge; 
upon which your petitioner, knowing his own weaknefs, 
did defire that counfel might be heard, or they might be 
referred to be found fpecially. But all was over-ruled by 
the violence of the lord chief juftice, and your petitioner 
fo frequently interrupted, that the whole method of his 
defence was broken, and he not suffered to fay the tenth 
part of what he could have alleged in his defence. So 
the jury was hurried into a verdict they did not undei" 
ftand. 

Now, forafmuch as no man that is oppreffed in Eng- 
land, can have relief, unlefs it be from your majefty, 
your petitioner humbly prays, that the premifes conli- 
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dered, your majefty would be pleafed to admit him 
into your pretence ; and if he doth not fhew, that it is 
for yor majefty's intereft and honour to preserve him 
from the faid oppreffion, he will not complain though 
he be left to be deftroyed. 

?the following is an Abftracl of the Paper delivered to the 
Sheriffs on the Scaffold on Tower- Hill, Dec. 7, 1.683,. 
Algernon Sidney, Efq. previous to his Execution. 

HAVING firft excufed his not fpeaking, as well be- 
caul'e it was an age that made truth pal's for treafon, 
for the truth of which, he inftances his' trial and con- 
demnation, and that the ears of fome prefent were too 
tender to hear.it, as becaufe of the rigour of the fcafon, 
and his infirmities, &c. then after a fhort reflection upon 
the iittie faid againft him by other witneffes, and the little 
value that was to be put on the lord Howard's tefti- 
mo'ny, whom he charges with an infamous life, and 
many palpable perjuries, and to be biaffed only by the 
promife of pardon, &c. and makes, even though he 
had been liable to no exceptions, to have been but a 
fingle witnefs ; he proceeds to anfwer the charge againft 
him from the writings found in his clofet by the king's 
officers, which were pretended, but not lawfully evi- 
denced to be his; and. pretends to prove, that had they 
been' his, they contained no condemnable matter, but 
principles, more fafe both to princes and people too, 
than. the- pretended high-flown plea for abfolute mo- 
narchy, compofed by Filmer, againft which they 
feemed to be levelled ; and which, he fays, all intelli- 
gent men thought, were founded on wicked principles, 
and fuch as were deftruclive,. both to magiftrates, and 
people too. Which he attempts to make out after this 
manner. ' ■ 1 - 

Firft, fays he,- if Filmer might publifh to the world, 
that men were born under a neceflary indifpenfable fub- 
jeftion to an abfolute king, who could be reftrained by 
no oath, &c. whether he came to it by creation, inheri- 
tance, &c. nay, or even by ufurpation ; why might he 
not publifh his opinion to the contrary, without the 
breach of any known law ? Which .opinion, he profeffes, 
confifted in the following particulars. 

1. : That God hath left nations at the liberty of moi 
delling their own governments. 

2. That magiftrates were inftituted for nations, and 
not e contra. 

3. That the right and power of magiftrates was 
fixed by the Handing laws of each country. 

4. That thofe laws fworn to on both fides, were the 
matter of a contract between the magiftrates and people, 
and could not be broken without the danger of dif- 
folving the whole government. 

5. That ufurpation could give no right ; and that 
kings had no greater enemies' than thofe who af- 
ferted that, or were for ftretching their power beyond 
its limits. 

6. ! That fuch ufurpations commonly effecting the 
(laughter of the- reigning perfon, 8cc. die worft of 
crimes was- thereby moft gioriou fly rewarded. 

7. That fuch do&rines are more proper to ftir up 
men to deftroy princes, than all the paffions that ever 
yet fwayed the worft of them, and that no prince could 
lie fafe, if his murderers may hope fuch rewards ; and 
that few men would be fo gentle as to fpare the beft 
tings, if by their deftruftion a wild ufurper could be- 
come God's anointed, which he fays was the fcope of 
that w hole treatife, and aliens to be the do£lrine of the 
heft authors of all nations, times, and religions, and of 
the fcripture, and To owned by the beft and wifell 
princes, and particularly bv Louis XIV. of France; 
in his declaration againft Spain, anno 1667, and by 
fing James, of England, in his ' fpeech- to the par- 
liament, 1603; and adds, that if the writer had been 
miftaken, he fhould have been fairly refuted, but that 
no man was everotherwife punifhed for fuch matters, or 
a ny fuch things referred to a jury, &c. That the book 
ivas never : finillied, &c. nor ever feen by them whom he 
"Was charged to have endeavoured by it to draw into a 
c onfpiracy : that nothing in it was particularly or mali- 



cioufly applied to time, place, or perfon, but diftorted 
to fuch a fenfe by innuendoes, as the difcourfes of the ex- 
pulfion of Tarquin, &c. and particularly of the traijf- 
lation made of the crown of France from one race to 1 
another, had been then applied by the then lawyers' 
innuendoes^ to the then king of England; never copfi- 
dering, adds he, that if fuch afts of ftate be not allowed 
good, no prince in the world has any title to his crown, 
and having by a fhort reflection fhewn the ridiculoufnefs 
of deriving abfolute monarchy, from patriarchal power, 
he appeals to. all the world, whether it would not be 
more advantageous to all kings, to own the derivation 
of their power to the confent of willing nations, than 
to have no better title than force, Sec, which may be 
over-powered. 

Notwitbltanding the innocence andjoyalty of that 
doctrine, he fays, He was told he mult die, or the plot 
muftdiej and complains, that in order. to -the deftroying 
the beft Proteftants of England, the bench .was filled 
with fuch as bad been Wemiftes to.the bar ; and inftances 
how, againft law, they had advifed with the king's 
counfel about bringing him tb .de*jath, fuffered a jury to 
be picked by the king's folicitors, and. the under fberiff 
admitted non-freeholders jurymen, received, evidence 
not valid; refufed him a copy of his indictment, or to 
fuffer the aa of the 46th of Edw. III. to be read,, that 
allows it hath over-ruled the molt important points of 
law, without hearing, and affumed to themfelyes a power 
to make conftru&ions. of treafon, though againft Jawj 
fenfe, and reafon, which by the ftatute- of the 25th of 
Edw. III. by which they pretended to try hi'm, was re.- 
ferved only to the parliament ; and fo praying God. to 
forgive them, and to avert the evils that threatened the 
nation, to fan&ify thofe fufferings to him, and though, 
he fell a facrifice to idols, not to fuffer idolatry to be e'fta- 
bli/hed in this land, &rc. He concludes with a thankf* 
giving, That God had fingled him out to be a witnefs of 
his truth, and for that good old caufe, in which from his 
youth he had been engaged, &x. &c, &c. 

' . 1 •-.%.■■■«== , ' H - 

tfhe Martyrdom of Mr. James Holloway, at Tyburn, 
April 30, 1684. 

r "|THIS gentleman was by trade a merchant; but 
A his greateft dealing lay in linen manufacture-, 
which, as appears from his papers, he bad brought to 
fuch a height here in England, as, had it met with 
fuitable encouragement, would, as he made it appear, 
have employed 80,000 poor people, and 40,000 acres 
of land, and be 200,oool. a year advantage to the pub- 
lic revenues of the kingdom. The return of.the Habeas 
Corpus writ calls him, late of London^ ■ merchant, 
though he lived moftly at Briftol. He feems to be. a 
perfon of fenfe, courage, and vivacity of fpirit, and a 
man of buGnefs. All we can have of him is from that 
public print, called his Narrative, concerning which it 
mult be remembered, as before, that we have no very 
firm authority to affure us all therein contained was his 
own writing ; and perhaps it might be thought conve. 
nienthe mould die, for fear he might contradi ft fome 
things publifh'ed in his name; But on the other fide, 
where he contradicts the other witnefles, his evidence is 
flrong, fince. furely that was not the intereft of the 
managers to invent of their own accord ; though fome 
truth they might utter, though difpleafing, to gain credit 
to the reft. Taking things however as • we'find them; 
it will be convenient for method's fake, to take notice 
firft of the proceedings againft him, then of, fome pretty 
plain footfteps of praftice upon him, and Ihuffling 
dealing in his cafe ; and laftly, of feveral things con«- 
fiderable in his hiftory. 

Mr. Holloway was accufed for the plot, as one who 
was acquainted with Weft, Rumfey, and the reft; and 
having been really prefent at theirmeetings anddifcourfes 
on that fubjeft, abfeonded when die public news concern- 
ing the difcovery came into the country; though this, as 
he tells the king, more for fear, that if he was taken up, 
his creditors would never let him come out of gaol, than 
any thing elfe. After fome time he got to fea in a litde 
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veffel, went over to Fiance, and To to the Weft-Indies, 
among the Caribbee-1 (lands, where much of his concern 
lay : but writing to his factor at Nevis, he was by him 
treacheroufly betrayed, and feized by the order of fir 
William Stapleton, and thence brought prifoner to Eng- 
land, where after examination, and a confeflion of at 
leaft all that he knew, having been outlawed in his ab- 
fence on an indictment of treafon, he was on the 21ft 
of April 1684, brought to the King's-Bench, to Ihew 
caufe why execution fhould- not be awarded againft him, • 
as is ufiial in that cafe : he oppolVd nothing againft it, 
only faying, if an ingenuous cohfeflion of truth could 
merit the king's pardon, he hoped lie had done it. The 
attorney being called for, ordered the iridiament to be 
read, and gave him the offer of a trial, waving the out- 
lawry, which herefufed, and threw himfelf on the king's 
mercy ; on -which execution was awarded, though the 
attorney, who had not fo much law even as Jeffreys, 

. was for having judgment firft pafs againft him, which is 
never done in fuch cafes, according to which he was 
executed at Tyburn April the, 30th. 

Strange it feemed to all men, that a man of fo much 
fpirit, as Mr. Hoiloway appeared to be, mould fo tamely 
die without making any manner of defence, when that 
liberty was granted him : it feemed as ftrange, or yet 
ftranger, that any Proteftant fhould have any thing that 
looked like mercy or favour from the perfons then at the 
helm. That they mould be fo gracious to him as it is 
there called, to admit him to a trial, which looked fo 
generoufly, and was fo cried up ; the attorney calling it, 
A mercy and a grace j and the lord chief jultice faying, 
He could affure him it was a great mercy, and that it 
was exceeding well. Now all this blind or myftery will 
be eafily unriddled, by two or thee lilies which Hoiloway 
fpeaks juft after : My lord, fays he, I cannot undertake 
to defend myfelf, for I have confeffed before his majefty, 
that I am guilty of many things in that indiftment. 
Which was immediately made tile of as was defigned ; 
good Mr. Jullice Withcns crying, out full-mouthed, I 
hope every body here will take notice of his open con- 
feflion, When he might try it if he would ; furely none 
but Will believe this confpracy now, after what this m?m 
has owned. So there was an end of all the mercy. A 
man who had before confeffed in order to be hanged, 
had gracious liberty given him to cohfefs it again in 
public, becaufe they knew he had precluded all manner 
of defence before, and this public action would both get 
them the repute of clemency, and confirm the belief of 
the plot. Now that there had been practice ufed with 
him, and promifes of pardon, if he had taken this me- 
thod, and own himfelf guilty without pleading, is more 
than probable, both from other practices of the fame 
natureufed towards greater men, and from fome expref* 
fions of his which look exceeding fair that way. Thus 
in'his paper left behind him, I had, fays he, fome other 
reafons why 1 did not plead, which at prefent I conceal, 
as alfo why. I did not fpeak what I intended. Other 
reafons, befides his confeffioh to his majefty, and rea- 
fons to be concealed. Now what mould thofe be but 
threatenings and promifes, to induce him to filence, and 
public acknowledgment of all r Which appears yet 
plainerfrom another paffage: I am fatisfied that all means 
which could be thought on, have been ufed to get as 
much out of me as poffible. If all means, then' without 
draining, thofe obferved before. 

If though he made fo fair and large an acknowledg- 
ment, here is more myftery ftill ; why was not his life 
fpared ? Let any one read his confeflion and fpeech, or 
thefe paflages obferved out of them, and he will no 
longer wonder at it. He was a little fqueafy-confeienced, 
and would not ftrain fo far as others inaccufing men of 
thofe black crimes whereof they were innocent; nay, as 
was before faid, vindicating them from thofe afperfions 
caft upon them, and for w.hich fome of them, particu- 
larly my lord Ruffel, fuffered death. He fays, The 
aflaffination was carried on but by three or four, and 
could never hear fo much as the names of above five 
for it; that he and others had declared their abhorrence 
of anyjuch. thing ; that Fergufon was not in it. And 
befides, fpeaks fome tilings with the liberty of an Eng- 



lifliman • fhews the very root'of all thofe heats which had 
been raifed ; fays what was true enough; That the pro. 
teftant gentry had a notion of a devilifh defign of the 
Papilts to cut off the king's friends, and ftirring men ih 
both the laft parliaments ; that they long had witness 
to fwear them out of their lives, but no juries to believe 
them ; that, now the point about the fheriffs was gained 
that difficulty was over ; that the king had bad council 
about him, who kept all things from his knowledge; that 
if things continued thus, the proteftant gentry refolved 
to get the king from his evil council, and then he would 
immediately be of their fide, and fufl'er all popilh of- 
fenders to be brought to juftice. Hence it was plain, 
no aflaffination, no plot againft the king and govern! 
ment intended; only treafon againft the duke of York 
and the Papilts, who were themfelves traitors by law. 
But yet one bolder ftrbke than all this: he prays the 
king's eyes may be opened, to fee liis enemies from his 
friends, whom he had caufe to look for nearer home. 
Was a man to expect pardon after this ? No certainly, 
which he foon grew fenfibJe of, and prepared for death, 
the council, as he fays, taking it very heinoufly that he 
fhould prefume to write about fuch matters. 

In refpeft to what fheriff Daniel urges, That what he 
faid about the kingwere butgloffy pretences; heanfwers 
him very well, that it was far otherwife. Here was plain 
matter of fact : the kingdom in imminent danger, the 
fit juft coming on, which hath fince fo nearly fhaken to 
pieces the whole frame of church and ftate; which has 
lb many years been riling to this completenefs : ordi- 
nary ways and ufual remedies could not prevail ; thefe 
Proteftants were forced to betake themfelves to extra- 
ordinary efforts, in. defence of- the government and 
laws, and not againft 'them, any more than it would have 
been to have taken arms, and refcued the king from 
a troop of banditti, who. had got poffeffibn of his per- 
fon; the Papilts who had him, being as vifibiy and noto- 
rioufly obnoxious to the government, and as dead men 
in law, molt of them, as public thieves and robbers. 
Thus.much of Mr. Hoiloway, the popilh tender mercy 
towards him, his confeflion, execution, &c. 

Mr. Hoiloway declared, that Mr. Weft propofed the 
affaflination, but none feconded him 5 that he could not 
perceive that Mr. Fergufon knew any thing of.it;. and 
Hoiloway faid, It was our defign to fhed no blood ; he 
being interrogated, by Mr. Fergufon's friend, Mr. 
Sheriff Daniel, Whether he knew Fergufon r He an- 
fwered, That he did know him, but knew him to be 
againll any defign of killing his Majefty. 



the Martyrdom of Sir Thomas Armstr.onc. 

THE next objeft however had not fo fair play, be- 
caufe they knew he would make better ufe of it. 
They had this lion in the toils, and did not intend to 
let him loofe again to make fport, leaft the hunters 
themfelves fhould come off ill by it. He had been all his 
life a firm fervant and friend to the royal family, in their 
exile and afterwards: he had been in prifon for them un- 
der Cromwell, and in danger both of execution and fiar- 
ving; for all which they now" rewarded him. He had a 
particular honour and devotion for .the duke of Mon- 
mouth, and pufhed on his intereft on all occafions, being 
a man of as undaunted Englifh courage, as ever our 
country produced. He was with the duke formerly in his 
actions in Flanders,, and lhared there in his danger and 
honour. His accufation was, his being concerned in the 
general plot, and that too of killing the king; but he 
was indeed hanged for running away, and troubling them 
to fend fo far after him. The particulars pretended 
againft him, were what the lord Howard witneffed in 
Ruffel's trial, of his going to kill the king when their firft 
defign failed. But this was there only a fuppofal, though 
advanced into a formed accufation, and aggravated by 
the attorney, as the reafon why he had a trial denied him, 
when Hoiloway had one offered, both of them being alike 
outlawed. On which outlawry fir Thomas was kidnap- 
ped in Holland, and brought over hither in chains, and 
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robbed by the way into the bargain. Being brought up, 
and afked what he had to fay, that fentence fhould not 
pafs upon him, he pleaded the 6th of Ed. VI. wherein 
jt is provided, That if a perfon outlawed render himfelf 
j n a year after the outlawry pronounced, and traverfe 
his indi&ment, and fhall be acquitted on his trial, he 
{hall be difcharged of the outlawry. On which he ac- 
cordingly then and there made a formal furrender of 
himfelf to the lord chief juftice, and aflced the benefit of 
the ftatute, and a fair trial for his life, the year not being 
yet expired. If ever any thing couldappear plain to com- 
mon fenfe, it. was his cafe. The ftatute allows a twelve- 
month, the year was not out, he furrendered himfelf, de- 
mands the benefit of it; and all the anfwer he could 
get, was the pofnive lord chief juftice' s, We don't think 
fo, and we are of another opinion. He could not have . 
fo much juftice- as to have counfel allowed to plead it, 
though the point fufficiently deferved it, and here was the 
life of an old fervant of the king's concerned in it. AVhen ' 
he ftiil pleaded, That a little while before, one,- mean- 
ing Holloway, had the benefit of a trial offered him, if : 
he would accept it, and that was all he now wifhed for. 

Butthe lord chief juftice anfwered, Tliatwasonly the [ 
grace and mercy of the king. The attorney added, j 
The king did indulge Holloway fo far as to offer him-a : 
trial, and his majefty perhaps might have had fome rea- 
fon for it: the very felf-fame reafon, no doubt of it, 
which Holloway faid he had for Hot pleading. But fir ' 
Thomas (the attorney went on) deferved no favour, be- ' 
caufe he was one of the perfons that actually engaged to 
go, on the king's hafty coming from Newmarket, and de- 
llroy him by the way as he -came to town; and that this 
appeared upon as full and clear an -evidence,' and as i 
pofitively teftified,- as anything could be, and this in 
theevidence givcn ! in of thelate horrid confpiracy. Now f 
I would fain know who gave this clear and full evidence ; 
in the difcovery of the confpiracy '? Howard's was mere 
fuppofition, and he was all who fo muclras mcntioned-a r 
fyllable of it, that ever could be found 01 ft i h >f ill 
the papers and trials relating to that affair. To thisfir ( 
Th6mas anfwered in his- fpeech, that had he corhe to 
his trialj he could have proved my lord Howard's bafe 
refleftions on him to be notorious falfehood, there being ' 
atlcaft ten gentlemen, befides all the fervants in the 
•houfe, would haveteftified where that very day he dined. 

Sir Thomas ftiil demanded the benefit of the law, 
and no more: to which Jeffreys anfwered; with one of 
his ufual barbarous infiilts Over the miferable, that he • 
fhould have '■ it by the grace of God; ordering, that 
execution be : done on Friday next - according to law. : 
And added, that he fhould have the full benefit of the 
law : repeating the jeft, left it fhould be loft,- as good as 
three times in one fentence. Though had not his lord- 
ihip nipt out of the world- 'fo flily, he had had as much . 
benefit the fame- way, and much more juftly than fir 
Thomas. 

The chief juftice then proceeds, and tells him, we 
arc fatisfied that according to law we mull award exe-' 
cution upon this outlawry: thereupon Mrs. Matthews,- 
fir Thomas's daughter,- faid,- My'lord; I hope you will 
not murder my father: for which being brow beaten; - 
and checked, flie added, God 'Almighty's judgments- 
light upon you. 

He was brought to the place of execution the Fri- - 
rhy after. Dr. Tcnnifon being with 'him, and on his de- 
nse, after he had given wliat'he had to leave, in a paper, - 
to the fhciiff, prayed a little while with him. He then 
prayed by himfelf; and after having thanked the doclor 
for his great care- and pains with him, fubinitted to the 
fentence, and - died more ; compofedlv, and full as refo- 
lutely as he had lived. It is obfcrvable, -that more 
cruelty was excroifed on him than any who went before 
him, not only in the manner of his death, butthe ex- 
pofing his limbs and body; a fair warning what parti- 
cular gratitude a Proteftant is to expeft for having 
obliged a true Roman-Catholic. 

There, is another thing worth remembering, in all 
other cafss as well as this, though occafion is here taken 
tf > do it, is, that whereas in Holloway's cafe, Jeffreys ob- 
foved, that not one of all concerned in this confpiracy 
65. 



had dared to deny it ; and lower, to deny thd truth of the 
fact abfolutely : it is fo far from being true, that every 
one who fuffered, did it as abfolutely as poffible. They 
were tried or fentenced for conlpiring againft the king 
and government ; that was their plot ; but this they all 
deny, and abfolutely too; and fafely might doit: for 
they confulted for it, not confpired againft it, refolving 
not to touch the king's perfon ; nay, ifpoflible, not to 
flied one drop of blood of any other, as Holloway and 
others fay. For the king's life, fir Thomas fays as the 
lord Ruflel, Never had any man the impudence to pro- 
pole fo bafe and barbarous a thing to him. Ruffcl, and 
almolt. all befides, fay, they had never any defign 
againft the government. Sir Thomas here fays the fame, 
as he never had any defign againlt the king's life, nor 
the life of any mari, fo he never had any defign to alter 
the government. 

According as he lived, he fays, he died a fincere Pro- 
teftant, andinthe communion of the church of England, 
though he heartily wifhed he had more ftriftly lived up 
to the religion he believed. And though he had but a 
fhort time, he found: himfelf prepared for death ; and 
indeed, as all his life fliewed him' a manof courage, fo 
his death, and all the reft of his behaviour, did, a peni- 
tent manj a.man of good fenfe, and a good Chriftian." 

Sir Thomas; Armftrong at the place of execution de- 
ported himfdlf with coin age becoming a great man, and 
with the ferioufnefs and piety fuitable to a very good 
Chriftian. Sheriff Daniel told him, he had leave to fay 
what hepleafed, and fhould not be interrupted, unlefs 
he upbraided the government ; fir Thomas thereupon 
told him that he Jhould not fay any thing by ! way of 
fpeech; 'but delivered him a paper, which, he faid con- 
tained his mind • he then called for Dr. Tennifon, who 
prayed with him, and then he prayed alone. 

He thus expreffed himfelf in his paper, that he thank- 
ed Almighty God he found himfelf prepared for death, 
his thoughts fet upon another world, and weaned from 
this; yet he could not but give fo much of his little 
time, as to anfwer fomc calumnies, and particularly 
•what Mr. Attorney accufed him of at the bar. A'lfo that 
: he prayed to be allowed a trial for his life according to 
the laws of the land, and urged' the ftatute of Edward the 
Sixth, which was exprefsly for it ; but it fignified no- 
thing, and he was with an extraordinary roughnefs con- 
demned, and made a precedent ; though Holloway had 
•it offered him, and he could not but think all the world 
would -conclude his cafe very different, elfe why refuted 
-to fiim. He added that Mr. Attorney charged him for 
•being one of thofe that were to kill the king; he took 
God to witnefs, that he never had a thought to take away 
the king's life, and that no man ever had the impudence 
topropofe fo bafe and barbarous a thing to him; and 
that he never was in any defign to alter the government. 
-He then concluded with obferving that if he had been 
tried, he could have proved the lord Howard's bafe re- 
flections upon him, to be notorioufly falfe; he con- 
cluded, that be had lived, and now died of the reformed 
-religion, a Proteftant in the communion of the church 
of : England, and heartily wifhed he had lived more 
ftri&ly up to the religion he believed : that he had found 
the great comfort of the love and mercy of God, in 
and through his blcffcd Redeemer, in whom he only 
trufted, and verily hoped that he was going to partake 
of that fulnefsof joy which is in his prefence, the hopes 
' whereof infinitely pleafed him. He thanked God he 
' had no repining, but cheerfully fubmittedto the punifh- 
ment of his fins ; he freely forgave all the world, even 
thofe concerned in taking away his life, though he could 
not but-think his fentence very hard, he being denied 
the laws of his country. 



^Martyrdom 0/ Alderman CORNISH before 
his ozvn Door near Guildhall. 

IN order to ma!:: an end of this plot altogether, it will 
be neceffary once more to invert the order in which 
things happened, and though Mr. Cornifh fuffered not 
9 C till 
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till after the judges returned from the Weft, as well a: 
Bateman alter him, yet we (hall here treat of them both 
and fo conclude this bufinefs. 

The alderman was feized in Oaober 1685 ; and th< 
Monday after his commitment, which was on Tuefday 
or Friday, arraigned for high treafon, having no n< 
given him till Saturday noon. His charge was for 
Ipiring to kill the king, and promifing to affilb the duke 
of Monmouth, &c. in their treafonablc entcrprifes. Hi 
defired his trial might be deferred, bceaufe of his fhort 
time for preparation ; and that he had a confidcrabli 
witnefs an hundred and forty miles off, and that the king 
had left it to the judges, whether it mould be put off 
no. But it was denied him ; the attorney telling him, 
lie had not deferved fo well of the government as tt 
have his trial delayed. That was in plain Fnglifh, bc- 
eaufe he had been a Protcftanl fhcrilf, he mould not have 
jufticc done him. 

RumTey and Goodenough w<;re the evidences againft 
him. Rumfey fwears, That when he was at the fain 
meeting at Mr. Shepherd's, Mr. Shepherd being called 
down, brought up Mr. Cornifh ; and when he was 
come in, Fergufon opened his bofom, and from under 
his ftomachcr pulled out a paper in the nature of a decla- 
ration of grievances, which Fergufon read, and Shep- 
herd held the candle while it was reading; that Mr. 
Cornifh liked it, and laid, What intereft he had, he 
would join with it; and that out of compallion he had 
not before accufed Mr. Cornifh. 

Next Goodenough fwears, That he talked with Cor- 
nifh of the delign of feizing the Tower. Mr. Cornifh laid, 
He would do what good he could, or to that purpofe. 

Mr. Gofpright's evidence was oppofed to Good- 
enough's, who tofiificd Mr. Cornifh oppofed his being 
under-fheriff, faying, That he was an ill man, obnoxious 
to the government, and he would not trtift an hair of 
his head with him. And is it then probable that he 
would have filch difcourfes with him as would endanger 
head and all ? Mr. Love, Jckil, and fir William Turner, 
witnefs to the fame effect." 

Now as to Rumfey's evidence, the perjury liesfo full 
and flaring, that it is impoffible to look into the trial 
with half an eye without meeting it. Compare what he 
fays on Ruffel's trial, and here, and this will be as vi- 
lible as the fun. Being afked there, whether there was 
any difcourfe about a declaration, and how long he ftaid; 
he fays, He was there about a quarter of an hour, and 
that he was not certain whether he had heard fomething 
about a declaration there, or whether he had heard Fer- 
gufon report afterwards, that they had then debated it. 
Now turn to Cornifh's trial, he is there ftrangely reco- 
vered in his memory, and having had the advantage, 
either of recollection, or better inftruction, remembers 
that distinctly in October 1685, which he could not in 
]uly 1683, he had been there a quarter of an hour; 
ihe'timehe dates in the lord Ruffel's trial, but lengthens 
it out, and improves it now, to fo long time as Mr. 
Shepherd's going down, bringing Cornifh up, Fergu- 
fon's pulling out the declaration, and reading it, and 
that, as Shepherd fays in Ruffel's trial, a long one too, 
as certainly it mult be, if, as it was fworn, it contained 
all the grievances of the nation, and yet all this ftill in a 
quarter of an hour; thus contradicting himfelf both to 
time and fubject. 

He is of fuch villanous credit, that his evidence 
is fcarcc fit to be taken even againft himfelf. Let us fee 
then how Shepherd does point-blank contradict, and 
abfolutcly overthrow it in every particular, as cxprcfsly 
as it is poffiblc to ruin any evidence. He fays, at one 
meeting only Mr. Corniih was at his houfe to fpeak to 
one of the pcrfons there; that then he himfelf came up 
flairs, and went out again with Mr. Cornifh. That 
there was not one word read, nor any paper feen while 
Mr. Cornifh was there, and this he was pofitivc of, for 
Mr. Cornifh was not one of thepartv- 

Prav who fhould know beft, Rumfey what Shepherd 
did, or ho what he did himfelf? Could a man hold the 
candle while 3 declaration was rear', as Rumfey fwears 
' Shepherd did, and vet know nothing of it, nay', protpft 
the quite contrary t' What fir.es the 'confidences of bis 



jury were, let any Chriftian, Turk, or Jew, be jud-c ■ 
and Providence hasalready vifibly done it on the lot ^ 
of it, who came to an untimely end, being beaten a, 
pieces by the fall of lome limber at a fire in Thames 

The chief thing pretended lo fupport Rumfey's evi. 
dence, and hinder Shepherd's from laving the prifoiicr 
was, thaL Shepherd llrcngthcned Rumfey, and prove ' 
Cornifh guilty of a lie. But if we inquire into the" 
matter, we (hall find one and the other equally true. 

On his trial, Cornifh is faid to have denied his bc;»- 
at the meeting,, and difcourfing with the duke of Mon- 
mouth: which they would have us believe Shepherd 
fwears he was, though not a lyllable of it appears. K c 
had been there fcveral times, Shepherd fays, but was 
not of their confult, knew nothing of their bufinefs !!t:r 
can he be pofitivc whether it was the duke of Monmouth 
he came to fpeak to that evening. But fuppofing in two 
or three years time, and 011 fo little reeolleaion, Cor- 
nifh's memory had flipt in that circumftance, while is 
that to Shepherd's evidence againft the very root oi 
Rumfey's, which hanged the prilbner ? 

' He was found guilty in fpite of all, and condemned 
and even that Chriftian fcrcnity of mind and counte- 
nance,, wherewith it was vifible he bore his fentence, 
die bench turned to his reproach. 

Mr. Cornifh continued in the fame excellent temper 
whilft in Newgate, and gave the world a glaring initance 
of the happinefs of fuch perfons as live a pious life, 
when they come to make an end of it, let the way there- 
of be ever fo violent. His carriage and behaviour at 
his leaving Newgate were as follow. 

Approaching the prefs-yard, and feeing the halter iir 
the officer's hand, he faid, Is this for me? The officer 
anfwered, Yes ; he replied, Blelfcd be God, and kifi'cd 
it j and after faid, O bleffed be God for Newgate, I 
have enjoyed God ever fince I came within thefe walls, 
and bleffed be God who hath made me fit to die. I am 
now going to that God that will not be mocked, to that 
God that will not be impofed upon, to that God that 
knows the innocency of his poor creature. And a little 
after he faid, Never did any poor creature come unto 
God with greater confidence in his mercy, and affin ance 
of acceptance with him, through Jcfus Chrift; foi 
there is no other way of coming to God but by him, to 
find acceptance with him : there is no other name given 
under heaven whereby we can be faved, but the name of 
Jefus. Then fpcaking to the officers, he faid, Labour 
y one of you to be fit to die, for I tell 3-011, you are 
fit to die: I was not fit to die myfelf before 1 came 
hither; but oh! bleffed be God, he hath made mc 
fit to. die, and hath made me willing to die' In a 
few moments I fhall have the fruition of the bleffed Je- 
fus, and that not for a day, but for ever. I am going to 
the kingdom of God, where I fliall enjoy the prelcnce ol 
God the Father, and of God the Son, and of God the 
r Spirit, and of all the holy angels : I am going u> 
;encral affembly of the fir'ft-born, and of the fpi- 
of juft men made perfect: O that God fhould ever 
do fo much for mc ! O that God fhould concern himfelf 
fo much for poor creatures, for their falvation, bleffed 
be his name ! for this was the defign of God from all 
lity, to give his only Son to die for poor mifcrable 
finners. Then the officers going to tie his hands, he faid, 
"'hat,, muft I be tied then? Well, a brown thread 
ight have ferved the turn; you need not tic mc at ali, 
I fhall, not ftir from you, for thank God I am wl 
afraid to die. As he was going out, he faid, Farewei!, 
Newgate: farewell all my fellow prifoners here; the 
Lord comfort you, the Lord be with you all. 

So much for his behaviour in the way to his mar- 
yrdom. The place of it was molt fpitefully and ig"°' 
ninioufly ordered, almoft before his own door, and near 
Guildhall, to fcarc any good citizen from appearing 
vigoroufly in the difcharge of his duty for his country* 
Service, by his example. If any thing was wanting 111 
his trial, from the haflc of it, for the clearing his it" 10- 
cence, he fufficicntly made it up in folemn afievcration' 
thereof on the fcaffold: God is my witnefs, faid he. 
;s laid to my charge were falfely and maliciau5? 

3 fwoin 
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fworn againft me by the witneffes; for I never was at 
anyconfult or meeting where matters againl! the govern- 
ment were difcourfed of. He adds, I never heard or 
read any declaration tending that way. Again, as for 
the crimes for which I fuffer, upon the words of a dy- 
inT man, I am altogether innocent. Lower he adds, 
lie" died as he had lived, in the communion of the 
church of England, in whole ordinances he had been 
often a partaker, and now felt the bleffed effects thereof 
in thefe his lafl i'uffcrings. 

Mr. Cornifh was obferved by thofe who flood near the 
fledge, to have folemnly, fcveral times, averred his ab- 
folute innocence of any defign againft the government, 
and particularly that for which he died. 

There were fomc perfons, fufficiently known, who 
were prefent at, and expreffed a great deal of barbarous 
jov at his death : though fome of them then were fo 
confounded with his conflancy and cheerful bravery, as 
wickedly to report, that he was drunk or mad when he 
died. 

piis quarters were fet up on Guildhall, in terrorcnt, 
and for the fame reafon, no doubt, before mentioned, 
for which he was executed fo near it. 



The Martyrdom of Mr. CHARLES BATEMAN. 

MR. JBateman, the furgeon, a man of good fenfe, 
good courage, and good company, and a very 
large and generous temper, of confiderable repute and 
practice in his calling, was the next and lafl. He was a 
great lover and vindicator of the liberties of the city and 
kingdom, and of more intereft than mod of his ftation. 

He was fworn againft by Roufe, Lee, and Richard 
Goodenough, upon the old (lories of feizing the Tower, 
city, and Savoy. We had had a much better defence, 
had lie himfelf been able to have made it : but being 
kept clofc prifoncr in Newgate, the windows and rooms 
all dark, and little or no company, he being a free 
jolly man, and ufed formerly to converfation and diver- 
lion, foon grew deeply melancholy ; and when he came 
on his trial, appeared little lefs than perfectly diftracfed; 
on which the court very kindly gave his fon liberty to 
make his defence ; the firfl inflance to be furc of that 
nature; fince he himfelf might probably, had he been 
in hisfenfes, have remembered and pleaded many things 
more, which would have invalidated their evidence 
againft him. But had not the mi (taken piety of his fon 
undertook his defence, certainly they could never have 
been fuch cannibals to have tried one in his condition. 
Yet could but what he brought for him, been allowed 
it's weight and juflice, he had efcaped well enough. 
For as for Lee, one Baker witneffed, He had been prac- 
"tifed upon by him in the year 1683, and would have 
had him infinuate into Bateman's company, and dif- 
courfc about (late affairs to trepan him, by which means 
he fhould be made a great man. It was urged befides, 
that there were three years between the fact pretended, 
and Lee's profecution of him, which, though they had 
but one witnefs, could not have brought him to punifh- 
ment, which would have been judged fufficient by any, 
but thofe who would be content with nothing but blood. 
For Goodenough, he was but one witnefs, and pardoned 
only fo far, as to qualify him to do mifchief. How- 
ever he was found guilty; and jufl before his execu- 
tion very much recovered himfelf, dying as much like 
a Chriflian, and with as great a prefence of mind as 
moft of the others. 

, ,, ^.■^■.« == == g- 3 >- 

A Full Account of the SUFFERINGS and MI- 
SERIES of Dr. DATES. 

TT is now neceffarv for the thread of our hiffory, to 
X refume a fubjea/which, it is not doubted, will be 
ungrateful enough to fome perfons ; and that is, the 
popifh-plot; the belief of which, by the indefatigable 
induftry of that party, and the weekly pains of their 
ohl'ervator, and efpecullv thiv lafl pretended plot againft 



the government, was now almoft entirely obliterated 
out of the minds of the lefs thinking part of the nation. 
To accomplifh which more fully, it was thought necef- 
fary by the managers, either quite to take off, or ex- 
pole to miferies and difgraces worl'c than death, all 
thofe few perfons who remained honed and firm to 
their firft evidence: the generality of the world judg- 
ing by outward appearance, and thinking it impofiible 
but that one who Wood in the pillory, and was whipped 
at the cart's tail, mufl be a perjured rogue without more 
ado. Mr. Bcdloe was dead, and his teltimony therefore 
would be eafier forgotten ; though at his lafl breath af- 
ter the facrament, he folemnly and juridically confirmed 
every word of it before one of the judges, who was 
happily in Briftol at the time of his death. Molt of the 
under-evidences in the plot were threatened, or pro- 
mifed, or brought off from what they had witnclfed, or 
forced to leave the land for the fecuring their perfons. 
None remains now befides Oates and Dangerficld, with 
whom all means poffiblc, fair and foul, had been ufed, 
to make them turn villains, and deny their evidence ; 
but to their eternal praife, they (till continued firm to 
their firft teflimony, to the rage and confufion of their 
enemies. They therefore went firft to work with the 
doftor ; and it will be worth while to confider the rea- 
fon of his firfl profecution, by which men that are not 
very much prejudiced, may fee the reafon and juflice of 
thofe which follow, and it was for fcandalizing the duke 
of York with that notorious truth, that he was recon- 
ciled to the church of Rome, adding, what every mail 
knows, that it was high treafon Co to be. Would but 
the doctor's greatcfl and moft paffionatc enemies reflect: 
on this beginning of his forrows, as well as calmly exa- 
mine all that is to come, they muft form ajuflerjudg- 
mcnt of his pcrfon and actions, than what fcems too 
deeply fixed in them, ever to be rooted out ; for which 
he was adjudged to pay that reafonablc little fine of 
ioo,oool. which, till he paid, he was committed to the 
King's Bench, though there was no great hafte for his 
doing it. 

Thus having him in prifon, they rcfolved to ftrike at 
the root with him, and therefore after new fruitlefs at- 
tempts to make him quit and revoke his evidence, they 
made the laft effort on his conflancy and honcfty ; and 
indeed life itfclf, indicting him on the 8th and gth of 
May 1685, for perjury in fome branches of his evi- 
dence, given in fome of it, almoft feven years before. 
His firft accufation was, for fw earing in Ireland's trial, 
he himfelf was here in London, whereas it was pretended 
he was at that very time at St. Omcr's. The fecond, 
'that Ireland was at that time in town, when they would 
have it believed he was in Stafford (hire. 

All the evidence for the firft were lads of St. Omer's, 
who, though they blundered ill-favouredly in former at- 
tempts the fame way, and were accordingly told fo by 
the court on other trials, were now grown expert in the 
btifincfs, being all of a religion that makes perjury me- 
ritorious ; all youths and boys, and under fuch a difci- 
pline as obliges them to obey their fuperiors, without any 
refcrve, or queftioning the reafon or juflice of the thing; 
all, or moft of them afterwards, rewarded with places 
of truft and profit under king James, as, no doubt, pro- 
mifed them before for their good fcrvice. They all 
fwore point-blank, that Gates was at St. Omcr's, when 
he fwcars he was here at the confult. Not one of thefe 
witneffes who had not been bred at St. Omer's, and but 
one who pretended to be a Proteflant. For the fecond 
indiflmctit, of Ireland's not being in town in Augufl, 
as Oates had fworn him; they brought feveral witneffes 
to prove it, and that he was at that time in Staffordfhire ; 
molt, if not all of which were flout Roman-Catholics. 

Now in anfwer to thefe, let us firft beperfuaded fairly 
to confider what may be faid in his defence, and moil 
part of his vindication is over: and firft, thefe were 
moft, or ail of them, the felf-fame witneffes, who in the 
fut ceffivc trials, Whiteh ead s, Harcourt's, &c. and Mr. 
Leghorn's, could not find credit; and who had feveral 
v.itiieflcs who fwore point-blank contrary to what they 
affirmed, fomc of whom were dead before this laft trial. 
Let us then confider what defence Gates made for him- 
felf, 
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fclf,, which in fpitc of his own and Jeffreys': 



.The doctor had in the former trials produced ho lefs 
than eight p r,fpn .h.i h on p ifiti cl) to > being n 
town at that very time, .when the Jcfui'ts and their young- 
{ters/would fo fainhav'ehad him been out of it, Whofe names 
were Mr. Walter, an' ancient minifter of the church of 
England., Sarah Ives, Mrs. Mayo, fir Richard Barker, 
Mr. Page. Mr. Butler, William Smith, and' Mr. Clay, 
a Romi'lli priefl, four of which, Mayo, B.utlcr.-Page, 
and Walker, he now produced again at his trial ; the 
two firft. of whom pofitively ('wore the fame they did' 
before: the minifter was too old to remember, arid the 
laft too fea'rful pofitively to affirm what they had done 
before. 

Now as to the fecond indictment, a crowd of wltncf- 
fes, fuch as they were, came to teliify Ireland was in. 
Staffbrdlhire when Oat'cs fwore he was in "London. 

l4c had formerly anfwered to this fiime objection, and 
proved by the baths of Mr. .Bedloe, and Sarah Pain, 
and, afterwards of Mr. Jenriilbn, that Ireland was in 
town, when others witnefs'he was in the country. But 
now at his trial, Bedloe and Pain being dead, arid Jen- 
nifon fled into Holland, he was abfolutely incapacitated 
of making any. defence that way; and fo was found 
guilty of both indictments. 

. . Truly the judgment agaiiift him was jufl as merciful as 
could be expected from Papifts, acting by a Jeffreys, 
part of yvhich was, to be whipped from Aldgate to New- 
gate on' Wednefday, and on the Friday following from 
Newgate to Tyburn, and Hand in the pillory five times a 
year, and be prifoner during life. Which he bore with 
a great deal if fl i nd cpiira tl ' o n i 1 i a i ot 
Providence provided him a Ik d\ and foul, made, one 
would think on purpol'e for it, it would .have killed 
h ' rn . . he 1 ad had the ftrcngth ft ntj m 1. He 
had. in ail above 2000 ladies, as fome that. were by 
reckoned them up ; fuch a thing as was never inflicted 
by any Jew, Turk, or Heathen, but Jeffreys • hay, 
the rperciful jews thought one lefs than God Almighty 
bad appointed .fufficicnt, and , never gave but 39 at a 
tmu" all 5t. I' ill's > h 1 «- tiriii riot coming nea the 
■third, part of the doctor's. Had'thcy hanged him, they 
had 'been merciful; had, they .fjcad him. alive, it is a 
q leflion li the it had e i f; niich torture. K' 
good Jmci i 1 tl c I t > I , who will d cate this 
w'orfc il 11 barbarous and inhuman; hoa ai\Utthe 
wodd and ft > , '1 s 

will fafcly de 1 lnft 1 (licw one parallel. 'of ther 
011 man or dog, from the creation of the world to, this 

..Indeed tl^ere , needs np.'mbre aggravation of it, or 
' urging , what is plain nougji, t 1 11 the thus 'dealing with 
I in t jppj ing 111 rime a t.a hey would h 

it, sa y't h higl ft a if 1 id' ind 1 < 1 /in 

hi it 11 ii It i'l, eh 1 tin i 111 inf 1 bk 
< 1 j 1 in tii it it had 11 c fible u 1 a in in to 
Slave .held, out the fecorid whipping', after 'she firft was 
'over, while' the wounds were frefh about him,' and every 
hew ftroke more than a double torment, either to have 
undergone, this 'without jcpnfeflibn, or dropping down 
dead with extremity of pain, bad he not both had truth 
on his fide, and alfo a more titan common Rapport and 
aflillanci: from him who faw his innocency. This whip- 
ping of his Being the greatelt confirmation to his evi- 
dence that was poffiblc. 

Now after. his. return to prifon, after all this ufagc, yet 
ifpoffible, more barbarous, tearing off the platters from 
his wounds, crufhing him with irons, thrufting him into 
holes and dm „ j, , .and end ouring to render him as 
infaiTK 1 > > nation, arid 1 the'wo'rld, as Cain or' 

iudas ; he bore up' againft atf this, and more, with fo 
range and almoft miraculous, a patience, that during 
his four years impnlomiient, he was never once 'heard to 
figli, or ma'nifeff any impatience under his condition. 
' lie refufed all the offers of the Jefuils, who even alter 
this liad the impudence to propofe to him his recanting 
' li is e-vidonce. He had {till a ftrnng belief that he fhould 
fee better times, and get his fieednm again, which he 
..had in that general gaol delivery, granted all England, 



by the then prince of Orange's heroic hhdertakih<r 
s " 1 1 t. In 1 is j refcti d i is i 1 md , ( ' 

parliament; to the Houle'of Comm6ns, as Well a < tr 'c 
Houfe of Lords • and tlioirglVthc honourable Hoiili-W 
Lords were offended at Vifhar'they judgeda flight of tlvi 
jurifdiction, in his addreffirig to the Houfb of Commons 
while his caufe lay before iherri, and expreiTed, their rc' 
fentmeht thereof 'accordingly ; the commons have Una- 
that taken his cafe into cOnfideration, and, as well as 
four fucceeding parliaments, before them, owned' his 
caufe, and cenfured feverely the proceedings of Jeffreys 
again!! him. ' 



the SUFFERINGS of Mr. JOHNSON about the 
fame Time. 

ABOUT the fame time, the pious, reverend, and 
learned Mr.Jphnfon met with much the fame uface. 
His great crimes were, being my lord'Ruffel's chaplani* 
writing, the famous Julian the apoftalc, and endeavour- 
ing to perfuade the nation, not to 'let fliemfelves be 
made flaves and Papists, when fo many others were 
doing their part to bring them to it. ' And it is a quef- 
tion whether any man in the world, befides his friend the 
reverend Dr.' Burnet, did rnore'fervice with his pen, or 
more conduced r to.our great, and happy revolution, both 
among the army, and in cither places. For fome of 
thefe good fervices, he was accufed, imprifoncd, tiled, 
and condemned to be diyefted of his 'canonical habit, 
and be. whipped as far as G*ates was before him; wliich 
was. performed, and which he underwent, as he did, 
■with courage and. conftancy above a man, and like a 
Chriftian and a martyr. He. remained .ever after in the 
.King's ; Bench, till delivered by the prince's arrival. 



~$ke: 'BUFFERINGS' and MARTYRDOM of Mr. 
.. • D ANGERFIELD, who was cruelly .affafjinatcit, 

MR. Dangcrlield's father was a gentleman, who lived 
in good fafhion at Waltham-Abbey, or tlicrc- 
,abouts ; had been a great fufferer for Icing Charles I. 
and charged, this his lbn on his death-bed, after his dif- 
covery of the plpt, ne,ver to have any hand in any thing 
.agamft the government; which he promifed, and faith- 
fully obferyed, . He was a man of bufinefs and courage, 
and therefore employed by the Papifts,, while among 
them, in their defperatc and molt dangerous concerns. 
He was then of a religion that excufed and encouraged 
the worft things he or. any other man could be guilty of. 
The great thing which brought him on the flagc, was 
.Mrs. Celier s bufinefs, called the Meal-Tub plot. The 
Papifts haddefigned to kill two birds with one" {lone, di- 
vert the laws and people from themfelves, and- ruin their 
enemies ; for which end they, had amonglt them made a 
. plot to bring in the belt men, and patriots of the king- 
dom into a pretended defign againlt the king and go- 
vernment, by a kind, of an aflbciation, like that which 
afterwards took , better effect. And for this tranfaction 
Mr. Dangerlield was made choice of, a lift of their 
names, with the defign, being by him, according to or- 
der, conveyed into one colonel Manfel's chamber. But 
difcovcrcd, and fcized in the defign, and acknow- 



ledged all. the 



ntngue, giving 



fo clear an account of it, 



that they had never to this very day the impudcnci 
pretend any contradiction, or trip in his evidence, n>" 
any other way but flat denial. -But there was fomewhnt 
yet deeper in thecafe, which he afterwards revealed in i» 
depofuions before the parliament, that he was employed 
by the fame party to kill the king, and encouraged ant 
promifed impunity and reward, and part of it gh cn 
him by a great perfon for that purpofe. 

While the ftrcam ran violently for Popery, he went 
over, for fecurity, into Flanders, but continued not 
there; and returning back, he. was fome time after ict- 
zed, and carried before the council, where, before t»^ 
king himfclf, pcrfifting to a tittle, in all his Cornier cU ' 
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dence, he was committed to Newgate ; and after having 
lain there for fome time, petitioned for a trial, which 
they could not do upon any account but iScandalum Mag- 
ttalum, and that in a matter which lay only before the 
parliament to whom he had revealed it. Yet for that he 
was tried, and found guilty, as William Williams the 
fpeakerafterwards for licenfing his narrative, by order 
of parliament. He was to undergo the fame whipping 
Oates and Johnfon did. Before he went out, he had 
flrong bodings of his death, and chofe the following 
text for his funeral fermon, " There the wicked ceafe 
from troubling, and there the weary are at reft ;" faying, 
he was confident they had fuch a particular malice agai nil 
him, he fhould never return alive : confirmed the truth 
of all his former evidence, and took a lalt farewell of his 
friends. After the fentence was executed on him, in his 
return home, one Francis ftabbed him in the eye with a 
fort of a tuck in the end of his cane, which touching his 
brain, he was hardly ever fenfible after, but died of the 
wound in a few hours, not without great fufpicion of 
poifon, his body being fwelled and black, and full of 
great blains all over. The murderer fled, but was pur- 
fued by the rabble, who had torn him to pieces, had not 
the officers refcucd him. He defended and jultified the 
fact whilft in Newgate,, faying, he had the grcateft men 
jn the kingdom to ftand by him ; to whom, after his trial, 
and being found guilty upon clear evidence, greatappli- 
cations were made, which had been fuccefsful for his 
pardon, had not Jeffreys himfelf gone to Whitehall, 
and told the king, he muftdie, for the rabble were now 
thoroughly heated. Attempts were made to bribe Mr. 
Dangerfield's wife, that fhe might confent to the pardon 
of her hufband's murderer; but fhe too well delerved 
to be related to him, to fell his blood ; and had an ap- 
peal ready againft him, had he been pardoned. So the 
poor ftate martyr was hanged, as Coleman was before 
him. Mr. Dangerfield's body was conveyed to Waltham- 
Abbey, with feveral coaches attending him, and there 
handfomely interred. 



the SUFFERINGS of Mr. NOISE. 

OF the feveral gentlemen who fuffered innocently 
for Lee's plot, Mr. Noife was one, though 
omitted in due place, who though he loft not his life im- 
mediately by it, was yet put to fuch extremities, as both 
injured his reafon, and ruined his fortune. He was 
born of a good family not farfrom Readingin Berkfhire; 
and being a younger fon, was bound apprentice to a linen 
draper in London. In which capacity he was a great 
promoter of the apprentices' addrefs, intended to be 
prefented to the king for redrefs of grievances, and fur- 
ther profecution of the popifh plot. A crime, which 
thofe concerned could never pardon, and which was 
now looked on, both by himfelf, and all his friends, as 
the caufe of thefe calamities. 

The witnefs Lee fwore againft him that he was con- 
cerned in this plot, which he abfolutely denying, though 
no other witnefs came in againft him, and he was never 
brought to a trial, he underwenta tedious and fevcre im- 
prifonment, loaded with irons, and kept from his friends, 
fo long till his trade was ruined before he was fet free, 
and he himfelf then rendered fo unfit for bufinefs, that 
he was forced entirely to leave it off, and betake himfelf 
to travel : where, never quite recovering himfelf, he 
in a little time after fell fick and departed this life. 



¥be Martyrdom of Mrffrs. Benjamin WWuliam 
Hewling, at Taunton and Lyme. 

WHOEVER wifli to fee true pure popifh mercy, 
let them look on thefe two gentlemen, the only 
fonsof their virtuous and forrowful parents; the comforts, 
P r °ps, and hopes of their name and family, carefully edu- 
cated, virtuoufly difpofedbothof them; afterall repeated 
applications, if but for oneof their lives, barbaroufly exe- 
66. 
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cuted. A particular care was taken by their father in 
their education, forming their minds by his own exam- 
ple, and conftant inllructions and prayers, as well as 
other pains of ingenious mailers, to the ftricteft rules of 
piety and virtue. Nor was their pious and very tender 
mother lefs careful in that inftance. 
• Mr. Benjamin Hewling the elder had tutors in the 
mathematics, and other parts of philofophy ; a courfe 
of which he went through fuccefsfully enough, and fo 
as to render him as complete in his mind, as nature had 
formed his body : after which he went to Holland, as did 
his brother, Mr. William Hewling, from whence this laft 
returned with the duke : both of them had commands 
in the army ; the elder had a troop of horfe, the younger 
wasa lieutenantof foot; they difcharged their places with 
much more conduct and bravery than could be expected 
from fuch young foldiers, being entirely fatisfied in the 
caufe they fought for, fince it was no lefs than the inte- 
reft of all that was dear to them in this world or the 
other. The eldeft had particularly fignalized himfelf 
in feveral fkirmifhes, and was fent with a detachment of 
his own troops, and two more, to Minehead in Somer- 
fetlhire, to bring cannon to the army, at the very in- 
ftant the duke engaged the king's forces at fatal Sedg- 
more, and came not up till after the field was entirely 
loll ; to whofe abfence, with fo conliderable a party of 
the duke's horfe, and the moll rcfolved men of all he 
bad, the lofs of the day was principally owing. Finding 
all things in diforder, and the rout beyond recovering, 
he was forced to difperfe his troops, every one fhifting 
as they could for themfelves. He and his brother kept 
together, where, what befell them after, their friends 
have given an exact account, and which is here accord- 
ingly inferted. 

A particular Account of the Behaviour of Meffrs. Wil- 
li am W Ben j am 1 n Hlvvling, before and at tbeir 
Execulion> as communicated by tbeir Friends. 

" T^HE graciousdealingsof God, manifefted to fome 
JL in dying hours, have been of great advantage to 
thofe living that heard the fame, giving them an occa- 
(ion thereby to reflect, on their own ftate, and to look 
after the things of their peace, before they be hid from 
their eyes ; as alio a great encouragement to llrengthen 
1 lie faith of thofe that have experienced the grace of 
God to them. 

" To that end, it is thought neceffary, by parents efpe* 
cially, to prcferve to their children that remain, thofe 
blclied experiences that fuch have had, which God hath 
taken to himfeir. 

" Here therefore is prefented a true account of the 
admirable appearances of God towards two young men; 
Mr. Benjamin Hewling, who died when he was about 2 2 
years of age, and Mr. William Hewling, who died be- 
fore he arrived to 20 years: they engaged with the duke 
of Monmouth, as their own words were, for the Englifh 
liberties, and the Protcitant religion, and for which Mr. 
William Hewling was executed at Lyme the 12th of 
September 1685; and Mr. Benjamin Hewling at 
Taunton, the 30th of the fame month 5 and however 
fevere men were to them, yet the bleffed difpenfation of 
God towards them was fuch, as hath made good his 
word, that out of the mouths of babes he hath ordained 
ftrength, that he may ftill the enemy and the avenger. 
Then, reader, would you fee earthly angels, (men that 
are a little too low for heaven, and much too high for 
earth) would you fee poor frail creatures trampling this 
world under tbeir feet, and with an holy, ferene coun- 
tenance fmiling at the threats of tyrants, who are the 
terrors of the mighty in the land of the living ? Would 
you fee fhackledprifonersbehavethemfelveslikejudges, 
and judges ftand likeprifoners before them ? Wouldyou 
fee fome of the rare exploits of faith in it's higheft ele- 
vation, immediately before it be fwallowed up in the* 
beatifical vifion ? To conclude, would you fee the hea- 
venly Jerufalem portraited on earth ? Would you hear 
the melodious voice of afcending faints in a ravilhing 
concert ready to join with the heavenly chorus in their 
delightful hallelujahs ? Then draw near, come and fee! 
9 D If 
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If thou be a man of an heavenly fpirit, here is pleafant 
and fuitable entertainment for thee; and after thou haft 
converfed a while with thefe excellent Spirits, it may be 
thou wilt judge as I do ; that dead faints are fwcetcr com- 
panions (in Ibme refpects) for thee to converfe with, than 
thofe that are living: and when thou fhalt fee the mag- 
nificent afts of their faith, their invincible patience, 
their flaming love to Ch rift, their ftrange contempt and 
undervaluings of the world, their plainnefs and fimplici- 
ty in the profeffion of the gofpel, their fervent and bro- 
therly-love to each other, their ravifhing profpeft (as it 
were on the top of mount Pifgah) of the heavenly Ca- 
naan, their fwan-like fongs and dying fpeeches. And 
reader, you know the firft Iifpings of little children, and 
lad. farewells of dying faints are always moft fweet and 
charming: thofe fore-taftes of the river of pleafure, the 
tranfporting glimpfes they had of the crown of glory; 
I fay, when you fee and read thefe exemplary truths, 
wonder not that the pious Hewlings longed fo vehe- 
mently to be in a better world, though they were to 
pafs through a thoufand deaths, or the fiery trial to it. 

" After the difperting of the duke's army, they fled 
and put to fea, but were driven back again, and with 
the hazard of their lives got on fhore, over dangerous 
rocks ; where they faw the country filled with foldiers, 
and they being unwilling to fall into the hands of the 
rabble, and no way of defence or efcape remaining to 
them, theyfurrendered themfelves prifoners toa gentle- 
man, whofe houfe was near the place they landed at, and 
were from thence fent to Exeter gaol, the 12th of July, 
where remaining fome time, their behaviour was fuch, 
that (being vifited by many) caufed great refpecl to- 
wards them, even of" thofe that were enemies to the 
caufe they engaged in; and being on the 27th of July 
put on board the Swan frigate, in order to their bring- 
ing up to London, their carriage was fuch, as obtained 
great kindnefs from the commander, and all other of- 
ficers in the fhips-and being brought into the river, 
captain Richardfon came and took them into his cuf- 
tody, and carried them to Newgate, putting great irons 
about them, and put them apart from each other, with- 
out giving liberty for the neareft relation to fee them, 
notwithftanding all endeavours and entreaties ufed to 
obtain it, though in the prefence of a keeper; which 
though it did greatly increafe the grief of their relations, 
God, who wifely orders all things for good to thofe he 
intends grace and mercy to, made this very reftraint and 
hard ufage a bleffed advantage to their fouls, as may ap- 
pear by their own words, when after great importunity 
and charge, fome of their near relations had leave to 
fpeak a few words to them before the keeper, to whom 
they replied, they were contented with the will of God, 
whatever it fhould be. Having been in Newgate three 
weeks, there was order given to carry them down into 
the weft, in order to their trial; which being told them, 
they anfwered, they were glad of it; and that morning 
they went out of Newgate, feveral that beheld them, 
feeing them fo cheerful, faid, Surely they had received 
their pardon, elfe they could never carry it with that 
courage and cheerfulnefs. Although this muft be ob- 
ferved, that from firft to laft, whatever hopes they re- 
ceived from friends, they ftill thought the contrary, 
never being much affected with the hopes of it, nor 
caft down, nor the lead difcouraged at the worft that 
man could do. In their journey to Dorchefter, the 
keepers that went with them, faid their carriage was fo 
grave, ferious, and chriftian-like, that it made them 
admire to fee and hear what they did from fuch 
young men." 

A near relation that went into the Weft, to fee the if- 
fue of things, and to perform whatever fhould be necef- 
fary for them, gives alfo an account as follows : 

" At Salifbury, the 30th of Aug. I had the firft oppor- 
tunity of converting with them: I found them in a very ex- 
cellent compofure of mind, declaring their, experience 
of the grace and goodnefs of God to them in all their 
fufferings, in fupporting and ftrengthening, and provid- 
ing for them, turning the hearts of all in whofe hands 
they had been, both at Exon, and on fhip-board, to fhew 
pity and favour to them; although fince they came to 



Newgate they were hardty ufed, and now on their jour- 
ney loaded with heavy ironsy and more inhumanly dealt 
with. They wish great cheerfulnefs profeffed, thatthev 
were better, and in a more happy condition than ever in 
their lives, from the fenfe they had of the pardonina 
love of God in Jefus Chi ill to their fouls, wholly refer- 
ring themfelves'to their wife and gracious God to chul'e 
for them life or death; cxprcfling themfelves thus: Anv 
thing that pleafcs God, what he fees bell, fo be it: w ' e 
know he is able to deliver, but if not, bleffed be his 
name, death is not terrible now, hut defirable. Mr. 
Benjamin Hewling particularly added, As for the world', 
there is nothing in it to make it worth while to live' 
except we may be ferviceable to God therein. And 
afterwards faid, Oh ! God is a ftrong refuge, I have 
found him fo indeed. 

" Thenextopportunity I had was at Dorchefter.where 
they both were carried, there remaining together four 
days: by reafon of their {trait confinement ourconver- 
fation was much interrupted; but this appeared, that 
they had ftill the fame prefence and fupport from God, 
no way difcouraged at the approach of their trial, nor 
of the event of it, whatever it fhould be. . 

" The 6th of September, Mr. Benjamin Hewling was 
ordered to Taunton to be tried there: taking mv leave 
of him, he faid, Oh! blcflcd be God for afllifctions; I 
have found fuch happy effe£ts, that I would not have 
been without them for all this world. 

" I remained ftill at Dorchefter to wait the iffue of 
Mr. William Hewling, to whom, after trial, I had free 
accefs, whofe difcourfc was much filled with admirings 
of the grace of God in Chrift, that had been manifefted 
towards him, in calling him out of his natural (late. 
He faid, God by his Holy Spirit did fuddcnly feize upon 
his heart, when he thought not of it in his retired mode 
in Holland, as it were fecretly whifpering in his heart, 
Seek ye my face, enabling him to anfwer his call, and 
to rei!e£t upon his own foul, (hewing him the evil of 
fin, and neccflity of Chrift, from that lime carrying him 
on, to a fenfiblc adherence to Chrift for juftification and 
eternal life. He faid, hence he found a fpring of joy 
and fweetnefs, beyond the comforts of the whole earth. 
He further faid, he could not but admire the wonderful 
goodnefs of God, in fo preparing him, for what he was 
bringing him to, which then he thought not of; giving 
him hope of eternal life, before he called him to look 
death in the face, fo that he did cheerfully refign his life 
to God before he came, having fought his guidance in 
it; and that both then and now, the caufe did appear to 
him very glorious, notwithftanding all he had fuffcred 
in it, or what he further might. Although for our fins 
God hath with-held thefe good things from us. But he 
faid, God had carried on his bleffed work in his foul, in 
and by all his fufferings; and whatever the will of 
God were, life or death, he knew it would be bed for 
him. 

" After he had received his fentence, when he return- 
ed to prifon, he faid, methinks I find my fpiritual com- 
forts increafing, ever fince mv fentence. There is n<> 
condemnation to them that are in Chrift Jefus, it isGod 
that juftifies, who fhall condemn ? 

,c When I came to him the next morning (when lie 
had received news, that he muft die the next day, and 
in order to it was to be carried to Lyme that day) 1 found 
him in a more excellent railed fpiritual frame than be- 
fore : he faid, he was fatisfied God had chofen bell for 
him; he knows what the temptations of life might have 
been; I might have lived and forgotten God, but now I 
am going where I fhall fin no more. Oh ! it is a blcflcd 
thing to be free from fin, and to be with Chrift. Oh ! 
the riches of the love of God in Chrift to finners. Oh! 
how great were the fufferings of Chrift for me beyond 
all I can undergo! How great is that glory to which I 
am going! It will foon fwallow up all our forrotf 

""When he was at dinner, juft before his going to Lyme, 
he dropped many abrupt exprefiions of his inward joy. 
fuch as thefe : Oh !.the grace of God, the love of Chrifti 
oh! that bleffed fupper of the Lamb, to be for ever with 
the Lord! He further faid, When I went to Holland, 
you 
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you knew not what fnares, fins, and miTeries 1 might fall 
into, or whether ever we fliould meet again : but now 
you know whither I am going, and that we fhall cer- 
tainly have a moft joyful meeting. 

" He faid, pray give my particular recommendations 
wall my friends, with acknowledgements for all their 
kindnefs. I advife them all to make fure of an intereft 
jn Chrift, for he is the only comfort when we come to 

" One of the prifoners feemed to be troubled at the 
manner of the death they were to die ; to whom he re- 
plied, I blefs God I am reconciled to it all. 

" Juft as he was going to Lyme, he wrote thefe few 
lines to a friend, being hardly fuffercd to flay fo long: 
"To ***** 

" I am going to launch into eternity, and I hope and 
trult into the arm of my bletTed Redeemer, to whom I 
commit you and all my dear relations; my duty to my 
dear mother, and love to all my fitters, and the reft of 
my friends. William Hewu.no." 

" When they paffed through the town of Dorchefter 
to Lvme, multitudes of people beheld them, with great 
lamentations, admiring his deportment at his parting 
with his fitter. 

" When they paffed upon the road between Lyme and 
Dorchefter, his difcourfc was exceeding fpiritual (as 
thofe declared who were prefent) taking occafion from 
every thing to Apeak of the glory they were going to-. 
Looking out on the country as he palled, he faid, This 
is a glorious creation, but what then is the paradife of 
God to which we are going ? It is but a few hours, 
and we fhall be there, and for ever with the Lord. 

" At Lyme, juft before they went to die, reading John 
xiv. 18, he faid to one of his fellow-fuffercrs, Here is 
a fweet promife for us : I will not leave you comfortlcfs, 
1 will come unto you: Chrift will be with us to the 
laft. One taking leave of him, he faid, Farewell till we 
meet in heaven; presently I fhall be with Chrift: Oh ! I 
would not change conditions with any in this world; I 
would not flay behind for ten thoufand worlds. 

" To another that afked him how he did now, he faid, 
Very well, hcblcfled God. And further afking him, if 
he could look death in the face with comfort now it ap- 
proached fo near ? He faid, Yes, I blefs God I can with 
great comfort ; God has made this a good night to me, 
my comforts are much increafed fince I left Dorchefter: 
then taking leave of him, faid, Farewell, I fhall fee you 
no more. To which he replied, How ! fee mc no more ? 
Yes, I hope to meet you in glory. To another that was 
by him to the laft, he faid, pray remember my dear love 
to my brother and filter, and tell them, I defire they 
would comfort themfelves that I am gone to Chrift, 
and we fhall quickly meet in the glorious Mount Sion 
above. 

" Afterwards he prayed for about three quarters of 
an hour with the greateft fervency, exceedingly bleffing 
Cod for Jefus Chrift, adoring the riches of his grace in 
him, in all the glorious fruits of it towards him, pray- 
ing for. the peace of the church of God, and of thefe 
nations in particular, all with fuch eminent afliftancc of 
the fpirit of God, as convinced, aftonifhed, and melted 
into pity the hearts of all prefent, even the moft mali- 
cious adverfaries, forcing tears and expreffions from 
them ; fome faying, they knew not what would become 
of them after death ; but it was evident he was going 
to great happinefs. 

" When he was juft going out of the world, with a 
joyful countenance, he faid. Oh! now my joy and com- 
fort is, that I have a Chrift to go to, and fo fwectly 
rcfigned his fpirit to Chrift, the 12th of September 
1685. 

" An officer who had fhewed fo malicious a fpirit as 
'ocall the prifoners devils, when he was guarding them 
down, was now fo convinced, that he after told a pcrfon 
of quality, that he was never fo affeacd, as by his 
cheerful carriage and fervent prayer, fuch, as he be- 
lieved, was never heard, efpecially from one fo young; 
and faid, I believe, had the lord chief juftice been 
ihere, he would not have let him die. 
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" The fhcriff having given his body.to he buried, al- 
though it was brought from the place of execution with- 
out any notice given, yet very many of the town, to the 
number of 200, came to accompany him ; and fcveral 
young women of the beft of the town, laid him in his 
grave in Lyme church-vard, the thirteenth day of Sep- 
tember 1685. 

" When I came to Taunton, to Mr. Benjamin Hew- 
ling, he had received the news of his brother's being gone 
to diewith fo much comfortand joy.andafterwardsof the 
continued goodnefs of God in creating it to the end. He 
expreffedittothiseffca, We have no caufe to fear death, 
if the prcfence of God be with us; there is no evil in it, 
the fting being taken away; it is nothing but our igno- 
rance of the glory that the faints pal's into by death, 
which makes it appear dark for ourlclvcs or relations; 
if in Chrift, what is this world that we fhould defire an 
abode in it? It is all vain and unfatisfying.full of fin and 
mifcry: intimating alfo his own cheerful expectations 
foon to follow, dilcovering then, and all along, great 
ferioufnefs, and fenfe of fpiritual and eternal things, 
complaining of nothing in his prefent circumftanccs, but 
the want of a place of retirement to converfe more unin- 
terruptedly with God and his own foul, faying, That his 
lonely time in Newgate was the fweetelt in his whole 
life. He faid, God having fome time before (truck his 
heart (when he thought of the hazard of his life) to fome 
ferious fenfe of his part life, and the great confequences 
of death and eternity, fhewing him, that they were the 
only happy perfons that had fecured their eternal ftates; 
the folly and madnefs of the ways of fin, and his own 
thraldom therein, with his utter inability to deliver him- 
felf j alfo the neceffity of Chrift for falvation : he faid 
it was not without terror and amazement for fome time, 
the fight of unpardoned fin, with eternity before him. 
But God wonderfully opened to him the riches of his 
free grace in Chrift Jefus for poor finners to flee to, 
enabling them to look alone to a crucified Chrift for 
falvation : he faid this bleffcd work was in fome mea- 
fure carried on upon his foul, under all his bufinefs and 
hurries in the army ; but never fprung forth fo fully and 
fweetly till his clofe confinement in Newgate. There he 
faw Chrift and all fpiritual ohjeas more clearly, and 
embraced them more ftrongly ; there he experienced 
the bleilednefs of a reconciled ltate, the excellency of 
the ways of holinefs, the delightfulnefs of communion 
with God, which remained with very deep and apparent 
impreffions on his foul, which he frequently exprefled 
with admiration of the grace of God towards him. He 
faid, Perhaps my friends may think this Cummer the 
faddeft time of my life; but I blefs God it hath been 
the fweeteft and moft happy of it all ; nay, there is no- 
thing elfe worth the name of happinefs. I have in vain 
fought fatisfaclion from the things of this world, but I 
never found it; but now I have found reft for my 
foul in God alone. 

'* O how great is our blindnefs by nature, till God 
open our eyes, that we can fee no excellency in fpi- 
ritual things, but fpend our precious time in purfuing 
fhadows, and are deaf to all the invitations of grace, 
and glorious offers of the gofpel ! How juft is God 
in depriving us of that we fo much flighted and abufed! 
Oh! his infinite patience and goodnefs, that after all 
he fliould yet fanftify any methods to bring a 
poor finncr to himfelf ! Oh ! eleQing love, diftin- 
guifhing grace! what great caufe have I to admire 
and adore it ! 

" He faid, What an amazing confideration is the fuf- 
fering of Chrift for fin, to bring us to God ; his fuffer- 
ing from wicked men was exceeding great : but alas, 
what was that to the dolours of his foul, under the in- 
finite wrath of God ? This myftery of grace and love is 
enough to fwallow up our thoughts to all eternity. 

" As to his own death, he would often fay, He faw no 
rcafon to expect any other; I know God. is infinitely able 
to deliver, and I am fure will do it, if it be for his glory, 
and my good ; in which, I blefs Cod, I am fully fatis- 
ficd; it is all my defire that he would choofe for me, and 
then I am fure it will be beft, whatever it be ; for truly, 
unlcfs God have fome work for me to do in the world for 
his 
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his fcrvicc and glory, I fee nothing elfe to make life 
definable: in the prefent Hate of affairs, there is nothing 
to ca!t our eyes upon, but fin, forrow, and mifcry : 
and truly, were things ever Co much according to our 
defires, it is but the world Rill, which will never be a 
re fling place. Heaven is the only ftate of reft and hap- 
pinefs ; there we fhall be perfectly free from fin and 
temptation, and enjoy God without interrupt ion for ever. 

*' Speakingof thedifappointment of their expectations 
in the work thev had undertaken, lie faid with reference 
to the glory of Cod, the profperity of the gofpcl, and 
the deliver}' of the people of God, we have great caufe 
to lament it ; but for that outward profperity that would 
have accompanied it, it is but of fmall moment in itfelf; 
as it could not fatisfy, Co neither could it be abiding ; for 
at length death would have put an end to it all : alfo 
adding, nay, perhaps we might have been fo foolifh, as 
to have been taken with that part of it, to the neglefcl 
of our eternal concerns ; and then, I am fure, our pre- 
fent circumftanccs are incomparably better. 

" He frequently cx pre lied great concern for the glory 
of God, and affection to his people, faying, If my death 
may advance the glory of God, and batten the deli- 
verance of his people, it is enough ; faying, It was a 
great comfort to him, ro think of fo great a privilege as 
an intereil in all their prayers. 

" In his con ver fat ion, particularly valuing and delight- 
ing in thofc pcrfons, where he law mod holinefs fhin- 
inrr; alio great pity to the fouls of others, faying, That 
the remembrance of our former vanity may well caufe 
companion to others in that (late. And in his converle 
prompting otiiers to fcrioufnefs, telling them, Death 
and eternity are fuch weighty concerns, that they dc- 
fcrvc the turn oil attention of our minds ; for the way to 
receive death cheerfully, is to prepare for it ferioufiy; 
and if God fhould plea'fe to fparc our lives, furely we 
have the fame reafon to be ferious, and fpend our re- 
maining days in his fear and fevice. 

" He alfo took great care that the worfhip of God, 
which they were in a capacity of maintaining there, 
might be duly performed ; as reading, praying, and 
finding of pfalms, in which he evidently took great 
delight. 

" For thofc three or four days before their deaths, 
when there was a general report that no more fliould 
die; he laid, I do not know what God hath done beyond 
our expectation ; if he doth prolong my life, I am lure < 
it is all his own, and by his grace I will wholly devote 

" But the 29th of September, about ten or eleven at I 
nirrht, we found -the deceitful nefs of this report, they f 
bc'ing then told they mult die the next morning, which j 
was very unexpected, as to the fuddennefs of it; but ! 
herein God glorified his power, grace, and faithful nefs, | 
in living fuitablc fupport and comfort by his bleffcd pre- ', 
fence, which appeared upon my coming to him at that ! 
time, finding him greatly compofed ; he faid, Though 
men defign to furprife, God doth and will perform his 
word, to be a very prefent help in trouble. 

" The next morning when I law him again, his chcer- 
fulnefs and comfort were much increafed, waiting for 
the (he riff with the greater! fweetnefs and ferenity of 
mind ; faying, Now the will of God is determined, to 
whom I have referred it, and he hath chofen mofi 
certainly that which is belt. 

" Afterward with a fmiling countenance hedifcourfed 
of the glory of heaven, remarking with much delight the 
third, "fourth, and fifth verfes of the 22d of the Reve- 
lations, " And there fhall be no more curfe ; but the 
throne of God, and of the Lamb, (hall be in it, and his 
fcrvants fhall ferve him, and they fliall fee his face, and 
his name fhall be in their foreheads, and there fhall be no 
night there, and they fhall need no candle nor light of 
the fun, and they fhall reign for ever and ever." Then 
he faid, Oh, what a happy (late is this I fhall we be loth 
to go to enjoy this ! Then he defired to be read to him, 
2 Cor. v. " For we know that if our earthly houfeof this 
tabernacle were diffolved, we have a building of God, 
a'houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens;" 
to the tenth or eleventh verfes. In all, his comforts flill 
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being now going to the poffeffion of it, feeing lb much 
of tlrs happy change, that he faid, Death was morede- 
firable than life ; he had rather die than live any longer 
here. As to the manner of his death, he faidj When 
I have confidered others under thele circumftanccs, [ 
have thought it very dreadful, but now God bath called 
me to it, I blefs God I have quite other apprehenfions 
of it ; I can now cheerfully embrace it as an cafy p a f. 
Cage to glory: and though death feparates from the en- 
joyments of each other here, it will be hut for a very 
Ihort time, and then we fhall meet with fuch enjoyments 
as now we cannot conceive, and for ever rejoice in each 
others happinefs. Then reading the fcriptures, and 
muling with himfelf, he intimated thegreat comfort God 
conveyed to his foul in it; faying, O what an invaluable 
trcafure is this bleffed word of God ; in all conditions 
here is a ftore of ftrong confolation. One defiring his 
Bible, he faid, \*o, this fliall be my companion to the 
lalt moment of my life. Thus praying together, read- 
ing, meditating, and convcrfing of heavenly things, they 
waited for the fheriff, who, when he came, void of ail 
pity or civility, hurried them away, fcarce fuffering 
them to take leave of their friends. But notwithliand- 
ing this, and the doleful mourning of all about them, 
the joyfnlnefs of his countenance was increafed. Thus 
he left his prifon, and thus he appeared on the fledge, 
where they fat about half an hour, before the officers 
could force the horfes to draw, at which they were 
greatly enraged, there being no vifible Obflruaion 
from weight or way. But at lalt the mayor and fheriff 
hauled them forward themfelves, Balaam-like, driving 
the horfes. 

" When they came to the place of execution, which 
was furrounded with fpettators, many that waited their 
coming with great forrow, laid, That when they faw 
him and them come with fuch cheerfulnefs and joy, and 
evidence of the prefence of God With them, it made 
death appear with another afpe6t. 

" They firft embraced each other with the grcatcft 
affection; then two of the elder perfons praying audi- 
bly, they joined with great fcrioufnefs. Then be defired 
leave of the fheriff to pray particularly, but he would 
not grant it, only afked him if he would pray for the 
king ? He anfwered, I pray for all men. He then re- 
quelled they might fing a pfalm ; the fheriff told him, 
It mull be with the ropes about their necks ; which 
they cheerfully accepted, and fung with fuch heavenly 
joy and fweetnefs, that many prefent faid, It both broke 
and rejoiced their hearts. 

" Thus in the experience of the delightfulnefs of 
praifing God on earth, he willingly clofed his eyes on 
a vain world, to pafs to that eternal employment, Sep- 
tember 30, 1685. 

" All prefent of all forts were exceedingly affected 
and amazed. Some officers that had befo're infultingly 
faid. Surely thefc perfons have no thoughts of death, hut 
will find themfelves furprifed by it; after faid, that they 
now faw he and they had fomething extraordinary with- 
in, that carried them through with fuch joy. Others of 
them faid, that they were fo convinced of their happi- 
nefs, that they would be glad to change conditions with 
them. All the foldiers in general, and others, lamented 
exceedingly, faying, That it was fo fad a thing, to fee 
them fo cut off", they fcarce knew how to bear it. 

*' Some of the moft malicious in the place, from 
whom nothing but railing was expected, faid (as they 
were carried to their grave in Taunton church, volun- 
tarily accompanied by moft of the town) that thefc 
perfons had left a fnfficient evidence, that they were 
now glorified faints in heaven. 

" A great officer in the king's army has been often 
heard to fay, That if you would learn to die, goto the 
young men of Taunton. 

" Much more was uttered by them, which fhewed 
the bleffed and glorious frames of their hearts. 

" Mr. Benjamin Howling, about two hours before 
his death, writ the following letter, which fh'ewed the 
great compofure of his mind. 

A LET- 
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A LETTER 

f rom Mr. HEW LING to his Mother : written tzvo Hoars 
before his Execution. 

Taunton, September 30, 1 685. 
«' Honoured Motheh, 

/-pIIAT news which I know you have a great while 
X feared, and we expected, I mud now acquaint 
you with, that notwithstanding the hopes you gave in 
your two lad letters, warrants are come down for my 
execution, and within thefe few hours I expect it to be 
performed. Bleffed be the Almighty God, that gives 
comfort and fupport in fucli a day ; how ought we to 
magnify his holy name for all his mercies, that when we 
were running in a courfe of fin, he fhould Hop us in 
full career, and fliew us thatGhrid whom we had pierced, 
and out of his free-grace enable us to look upon him 
with an eye of faith, believing him able to Pave 
to the utmoft all fuch as come to him. Oh admirable 
long-fuffering patience of God, that when we were 
difhonouring his name, he did not take that time to 
bring honour to himfelf by our dedrucHon. But be 
delighteth not in the death of a (inner, but had rather 
he fhould turn to him and live; and he has many ways 
of bringing his own to himfelf. Bleffed be his holy 
name, that through affliction he has taught my heart 
jn fome meafure to be conformable to his will, which 
worketh patience, and patience worketh experience, 
and experience hope, which maketh not afhamcd. I 
blef's God I am not afhamed of the cauf'e for which 
I lay down my life ; and as I have engaged in it, and 
fought for it, fo now I am going to feal it with my 
blood. The Lord carry on the fame cauf'e which hath 
been long on foot; and though we die in it, and for it, 
I queftion not but in his own good time he will raife 
up other inftruments more worthy to carry it on to 
the glory of his name, and the advancement of his 
church and people. 

" Honoured mother, I know there has been nothing 
left undone by you, or my friends, for the Caving of 
my life, for which I return many hearty acknowledg- 
ments to yourfelf and them all; and it is my dying 
requcft to you and them, to pardon all undutifulnels 
and unkindnefs in every relation. Tray give my duty 
to my grandfather and grandmother, fervicc to my 
uncles and aunts, and my dear love to all my fitters ; 
to every relation and friend a particular recommenda- 
tion. Pray tell them alt how precious an intercd in 
Chrifl is when we come to die, and advife them never 
to reft in a Chrifllefs eftate. For if we are his, it is 
no matter what the world do to us, they can' but kill 
the body, and bleffed be God the foul is out of their 
reach, for I queftion not but their malice wifhes the 
damnation of that, as well as the destruction of the 
body; which has too evidently appeared by their 
deceitful flattering promifes. I commit you all to the 
care and protection of God, who has promifed to be a 
lather to the fatherlcfs, and a hufband to the widow, and 
to Ripply the want of every relation. The Lord God of 
heaven be your comfort under thofe furrows, and your 
refuge from thofe miferies we may eafily forefee coming 
upon poor England, and the poor diftrefTed people of 
Clod in it. The Lord carry you through this vale of 
tears with a refigning, fubmiffivc fpirit j and at la ft bring 
you to himfelf in glory ; where I queftion not but you 
will meet your dying Ion, 

Benjamin Hewlisc." 



The MARTYRDOM of Mr. CHRISTOPHER 
BaTTISCOMB, at Lyme. 

'"THIS was another young gentleman of a good family, 
and very great hopes,, and of a fair eftate, which 
lay in Dorfetfhire, fomewhere between Dorchefter and 
fyme. ' H e j lac j dudied fome time at the Temple, and 
»aving occafions in the country about the time of my 
66. 
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lord Ruffel's bufinef's he was there f_izcd, on lufpicion 
of being conccnu d in it, and clapt into the county gaol 
at Dorcbcdcr, wheie he behaved himfelf with that pru- 
dence and winning fweetnefs, and fhewed 10 much wit, 
and innocent plcaiantiy of temper, as extremely obliged 
both all his keepers and feilow-prifoiscr.s, and even per- 
I'ons of the belt quality ill that town. It is indeed a 
"genteel, well bred place, as aim 01't any in England, at 
fuch a diftance from London. The ftreets arc fair and 
large, and buildings pretty regular; two fweet, plentiful 
rivers running by it. It Hands on a chalky hill, but 
wants not (lore of good water. The markc t-houfe is a 
pleafant little pile, that very much lets off the town. 
There arc three churches in it, and one iu its adjoining 
parifli. It is endowed with fcvcral alms houfes, a good 
grammar-fchool well enough provided, which has had 
the happinefs of ingenious mailers, and by their care, 
produced no inconliderable number of good fcholars. 
There are two or three old Roman fortifications near the 
town, which Camden and Speed took notice of. The 
people of it are generally civil and gallant enough, if not 
a little on the extreme that way. They knew how to 
value fuch a gentleman as Battifcomb, and made him 
fuch frequent vifits in the prifon, till the place itfclf was 
far from being fcandalous, that there generally was all 
the convcrfation, and where you might be fure to meet 
the belt company in the town of both fexes. Mr. Bat- 
tifcomb had the happinefs not to be difpleafing to the, 
fair fc:;, who had as much pity and f'riendfhip for him. 
as confided with the rules of decency and virtue; and 
perhaps their refpeci for hiin did not always flop at 
f'riendfhip, though it (till prefcrved the other bounds, 
inviolable. Pity is generally but a little way from love, 
efpccially when the object of it is any thing cxtraordi-. 
nary. But after he had been there fome time, and no- 
thing could be proved againft him. which could any ways 
affect him, he was at length, almod unwillingly, delivered 
from this fort of happy flavcry. Arid when (he duke 
landed, appeared with him, and ferved him with equal 
faith and valour, till the rout at Sedgmoor, when, he fled 
with the reft, and got up as far as Dcvonfhirc, where he 
was feized in a difguife, and brought to Dorcheder, 
to his former confinement. ■, , 

Mr. Battifcomb behaved himfelf there the fecond 
time in the fame manner as he did at the fir/l, though, 
now he fcemcd more thoughtful, and in earned than 
before, as knowing nothing was to be expected but 
fpeedy death ; though his courage never drooped, but' 
was Rill the fame, if it did not incrcafc with his danger. 
At his trial Jeffreys railed at him with fo much eagernefs 
and barbarity, that he was obferved almod to foam upon 
the bench. He was fo angry with him, becaufe he was 
a lawyer, and could have been contented all fuch as he 
fhould be hanged up without any trial ; and truly it was 
no great matter whether he or the reft had had that for- 
mality or no. Mr. Battifcomb was as undaunted at 
the bar, as in the field, or at his execution. How he' 
demeaned himfelf in prifon before his death, take this 
following account verbatim, as it was written by. his 
friends. Though what occurred mod remarkable after' 
his I'cntcncc, mud not be omitted. Several young ladies 
in the town went to Jeffreys to beg his life, who rcpulfed 
them at fuch a brutifh rate, as nobody with one fparlc 
of humanity would have been guilty of, and in a man- 
ner even too uncivil to be mentioned. The particulars 
may be fcen in the petition of the widows and orphans 
of that country. 

A particular Ac c o u n.t transferred ly his Relations. 

" 1V/T R - B AT TISCOMB was obferved to be always 
IVi. fcriousand cheerful, ready to entertain fpiritual 
difcourfe, manifefting affection to God's people and his 
ordinances ; he fcemcd to be in a very calm indifference 
to life or death, referring himfelf to God to determine 
it, expreffing his great fatisfaction as to fome opportu- 
nities of efcape that were dipt, faying, That truly he 
fometimcs thought the caufe was too good to flee from 
fuffering in it, though he would nfe all lawful means for 
his life; but the providence of God having prevented 
9 E this, 
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this, he was fure it was bed for him, Tor, he faid, he 
bleffed God he could look into eternity with comfort. 
He faid, with refpeft to his relations and friends, to 
whom his death would be affliclive, that he was willing 
to live, if God faw good ; but for his own part, he 
thought death much more dcfirable. He faid, I have 
enjoyed enough of this world, but I never found any 
thing but vanity in it, no reft or fatisfa&ion. God, who 
is an infinite fpirituai being, is the only fuitable objeft 
for the foul of man, which is fpirituai in its nature, and 
too large to be made happy by all that this world can 
afford, which is but fenfual. Therefore methinks, I 
fee no reafon why I fhould be unwilling to leave it by 
death, fince our happinefs can never be perfefted till 
then, till we leave this body, where we are fo conti- 
nually clogged with fin and vanity, frivolous and foolifh 
trifles. Death in itfelf is indeed terrible, and natural 



comfort I hope I have; intimating much advantage to 
his foul by his former imprifonment. 

" When he went from Dorchefter to Lyme, after he 
had received the news of his death the next day, he was 
in the fame ferious cheerfulnefs, declaring Mill the fame 
apprehenfion of the dcfirablenefs of death, and the great 
fupports of his mind under the thoughts of fo fuddenly 
paffing through it, alone from the hope of the fecurity 
of his intereft in Chrift ; taking leave of his friends with 
this farewell, Though we part here we fliall meet in 
heaven. Paffing by his eftatc, going to Lyme, he faid, 
Farewell temporal inheritance, 1 am now going to my 
heavenly, eternal one. At Lyme, the morning that he 
died, it appeared that he had the fame fupports from 
God, meeting death with the fame cheerfulnefs j and 
after he had prayed a while to himfelf, without any 
appearance of reluftancy, yielded up his fpirit, Sep- 
tember 12, 1685. 



THIS gentleman's father was fufficiently known, and 
his circumftanccs hard enough, being feized only 
for His opinion, and clapped up dole in Newgate ; where 
the inconvenience of the place, and want of the exercife 
he formerly enjoyed, quickly killed him, as he ufed to 
fay before his confinement, it would certainly do if ever 
it happened. Thus was he requited by that very peiTon, 
for whom with Mr. Love he ventured his life fo deeply, 
and fo hardly efcaped with it. It was his inhuman treat- 
ment which edged and animated his fon ; arid the re- 
venge of his father's .blood may be prefiimed to have 
gone very far in puffiing him on to engage his life and 
fortune in this undertaking, he having given mourning 
rings for his father with this poefy, William Jenkyn, 
murdered in Newgate. He was his father's only fon, 
who had taken care to have him educated fuitable to his 
birth, and ingenious inclinations ; he improved fuffici- 
ently in all ufeful learning, arid was now about one or 
two and twenty. He and levcral young gentlemen rode 
down from London a little before the duke landed, and 
were taken on fufpicion, and laid up in tlcbefter gaol, 
till , the duke himfelf came and relieved thein. He 
continued in his army till the rout, when, if I miftake 
not, he got to fea, and was forced back again with 
the Hewlings, or fomc others. He was condemned at 
Dorchefter. affizes. 

To a friend difcourfing with him at Dorchefter about 
his pardon, and telling him the doubtfulnels of obtaining 
it, he replied, Well, death is the worll they can do, and 
1 blefs God, that will not furprife me, for I hope my 
great work is done. At Taunton, being advifed to 
govern the airinefs of his temper, telling him, it made 
people apt to cenfure him, as inconfiderate of his con- 
dition, to which he anfwered, Truly, this is fo much 
my natural temper, that I cannot tell how to alter it; 
but I blefs God I have, and do think fcrioufly of my 
eternal concerns; I do not allow myfelf to be vain, 
but I find caufe to be cheerful, for my peace is made 



with God, through Jefus Chrift my Lord ; this is mv 
only ground of comfort and cheerfulnefs, the fecurit v 
of my fnterefl in Chrift; for I expert nothing but death 
and without this I am fure death would be moil dread! 
ful; but having the good hope of this, 1 cannot he 
melancholy. When he heard of the triumphant death 
of thofe that fuffcred at Lyme, he faid. This is a good 
encouragement to depend upon God. Then fpeakinn 
about the mangling of their bodies, he faid, Well, the 
refurrection will reftore all with great advantage ;' the 
fifteenth chapter of the Corinthians is comfort en'ou E h 
for all believers. Difcourfing much of the certainty 
and felicity of the refurrefition at another time, he laid 
I will (as I think I ought) ufe all lawful means for the 
faving of my life, and then if God pleafe to forgive me 
my fins, I hope I fliall as cheerfully embrace death. 
Upon the defign of attempting an efcape, he laid, We 
ufe this means for the preferving of our li ves, but if God 
is not with us, it will not effefct it; it is our bulincf* 
firlt to apply to him for direction and fuccefs, if he lees 
good, with refigning our lives, to him, and then his will 
be done. After the difappointments, when there was no 
profpeQ of any other opportunity, he (pake much of the 
admirablenefs of God's providence in thofe things that 
feem molt againft us, bringing the greatcft good out of 
them ; for, laid he, we can fee but a little way, God is 
only wife in all his difpofals of us ; if we were left to 
choofe for ourfclves, we fhould choofc our own mil'eiy. 
Afterwards difcourfing of the vanity and unfatisfyingncls 
of all things in this world, he faid, It is fo in the enjoy- 
ing, we never find our expectations anfwered by any- 
thing in it, and when death comes it puts an end to ail 
things we have been purfuing here; learning and know- 
ledge (which are the belt things in this world) will then 
avail nothing;, nothing but an intereft in Chrift is then 
of any worth. One reading to his fellow-prifoners, Jer. 
xiii, 12. " I will fhew mercy unto you, that he may have 
mercy upon you, and caufe you. to return, to your own 
iand ;" he faid, Yes, we mail, .but not in this world, I am 
perfuaded. September the 29th at night, after he heard 
he mult die the next morning, he was exceedingly com- 
pofed and cheerful, expreffing his fatisfaftion in the will 
of God : the next morning he was ftill more fpirituai 
and cheerful, difcovering a very fweet fercnity of mind 
in all that he faid or did : whilft he was waiting for the 
fheriff, reading the fcripturesj meditating and convcrfing 
with thofe about him of divine things, amongft other 
things, faid he, 1. have heard much of the glory of hea- 
ven, but I am now going to behold it, and understand 
what it is. : Being defired to difguife himfelf to attempt 
an efcape, he faid, No, I. cannot tell how to dilturb 
myfelf about it, and methinks it is not my bufinefs, now 
I have, other things to take up my thoughts ; if God law 
good to deliver me, he would open fome other door; 
but feeing he has not, it is more for the honour of his 
name we fhould die, and fo be it. One faying to him 
that molt of the apoftle? died violent deaths, he replied. 
Nay,, a greater than ,the apoftles, our Lord himfelf died, 
not only a fhamcful, but a painful death. He further 
faid, This manner of death hath been the moll terrible 
thing in the world to my thoughts, but 1 blefs Cod, I 
am now neither afraid nor afhamed to die. He (aid. 
The parting with my friends, and their grief for me, is 
my greateft difficulty j but it will be for a very Uiort 
time, and we fhall meet again in endlefs joys, where my 
dear father is already entered, him fliall 1 prefently joy- 
fully meet. Then mufing with himfelf a while, he wnli 
an extraordinary fenoufnefs lung two verfes ot one ut 
Herbert's divine poems. 

He then read the 53d of Ifaiah, and (aid, He had 
heard many blcffcd fermons from that chapter, clpcciall) 
from the 6th vcrfe, " All we like fheep have gone alt ray, 
we have turned every one to his own way, but the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquities of us all ;" Iteming w 
intimate fomc impreffion made on his foul from them; 
but was interrupted ; then he laid, Chrift is all : «"<•" 
the fheriff came, he had the fame cheerfulnefs and le£ 
nity of mind in taking leave of his friends, and on tlj c 
fledge, which I'ecmcd to increafe to the lall (as d'^ 
prelent have affirmed) joining in prayer, and |» 
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finging a pfalm with great appearance of comfort and joy 
in his countenance, infomuch that fome of his enemies 
(ihathad before cenfured his cheerfulnefs for unthought- 
fulnefs of his danger, and therefore expected to fee him 
much furprifed) now profeffed they were greatly afto- 
nilhed, to fee fuch a young man leave the world, and 
go through death like Mr. Jenkyn. 



j be MARTYRDOM o/Lady ALICIA LISLE, who 
was beheaded at Wincheltcr. 

IF thofe perfons who fuffered about Monmouth's 
bufinefs, fell only into the hands of Cannibals, fome 
of them, at leaft, had el'caped better than they did 
from Jeffreys. Thofe more tame and civil creature's 
would have fpared the old and withered, though they 
had devoured the young and tender. But no age, no 
fox made any difference here ; and as thofe who were 
juft come into the world, children and girls of ten or a 
do/.eii years old were rcfufed pardon ; fo thofe who were 
half out of it, would not be fuffered to tumble into the 
grave entire, though, as Juvenal fays of Priam, they 
had fcarce blood enough left to tinge the knife of the 
facrifices. An inftance of this was my lady Lifle, of 
Inch an age, that (he almoft flept on her very trial, con- 
demned for as l'mall a matter as has been known, by one 
of thofe dormant laws, made only in terrorem, but hard- 
ly ever executed, only for correfponding with Nelthbrp, 
an out-lawed perfon, and, as was pretended, giving him ' 
Ihelter at her houfe, and Hicks, who brought him thi- 
ther. For Hicks, he was not then convicted, nor in 
any proclamation, and fo it is a queftion whether file 
could, even in rigour of law, deferve death on his ac- 
count. For Nelthorp, he himfelf fays in his laft fpeech, 
that he was wholly a flranger to that worthy lady ; nei- ' 
ther did flie, as he verily believes, know who he was, 
or his name, till he was taken. For this fhe was found 
guilty, and loll her head at Winchefter. Her cafe was • 
thought fo hard, that the honourable houfe of parlia- 
ment afterwards reverfed her judgment. At her death 
fhe made a- fpeech, as follows: 

the laft- Speech of Lady ALICIA LISLE. 

" C> ENTLEMEN, friends,, and neighbours, it may 
VJT be expected that I fhould lay fomething at my 
death, and in order thereunto I fballacquaint you, that 
my birth and education were both near this place, and 
that my parents inftrufcted me in the fear of.God, and I 
now die of the reformed Proteftant religion ; believing 
that if ever Popery fhould return into, this nation, it 
would be a. very great and fevere judgment ; that I die 
in expectation of the pardon of all my fins, and of ac- 
ceptance with God the Father, by the imputed righte- 
oulhefs of Jefus Chrift, he being the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs to every one that believes ; I thank God 
through Jefus Chrift, that I do depart under the blood 
of fprinkling, which fpeaketh better things than that of 
Abel; God having made this chaftifement an ordinance 
to my foul. I did once as little expect to come to this 
place on this occafion, as any perfon in this place or na- 
tion ; therefore let alt learn not. to be high-minded, but 
iear : the Lord is a fovereign, and will fake what way 
he fees beft to glorify himfelf, in and by his poor crea- 
tures; and I do humbly defire to fubmit to his will, 
praying to him, that I may poffefs my foul in patience. 
The crime that was laid to my charge, was for enter- 
taining a nonconforming miniller and others in my houfe j 
the faid minifter being fwom to have been in the late 
duke of Monmouth's army; but I have been told, that 
if I had denied them, it would not at all have affeQed 
m e: I have no excufe but furprife and fear, which I 
believe my jury mud make Ufa of to excufe their verdict 
"5 the world. I have been alfo told, that the court did 
ufe to be of counfel for the prifoner; but inftead of ad- 
v 'ce, 1 had evidence againft me from thence ; which, 
though it were only by hear-fay, might poffibly affea 
01 >' jury ; my defence being but fuch, as might be ex- 
pected from a weak woman ; but fuch as it was, I did 



not hear it repeated again to the jury; which, as I have 
been informed, is ufual in fuch cafes. However, I 
forgive all the world, and therein all thofe that have done 
me wrong; and in particular, I forgive colonel Penrud- 
dock, although he told me, that he could have taken 
thefc men before they came to my houfe. And I do 
likewile forgive him, who delired to be taken away from 
the grand jury to the petty jury, that he might be the 
more nearly concerned in my death. As to what may 
be objected in reference to my conviction, that I gave it 
under my hand, that I had difcourfed with Nelthorp ; 
that could be no evidence againft me, being after my 
conviftion and fentence: I do acknowledge his majes- 
ty's favour in revoking my fentence : I pray God to pre- 
ferve him, that he may long reign in mercy, as well as 
juftice, and that he may reign in peace; and that the 
Proteftant religion may flourifh under him. I alfo re- 
turn thanks to God and the reverend clergy, that affifted 
me in my imprifonment." 

-.<£ ■ B> -:gfr-< C= 1 - =g>~ 

The MARTYRDOM of Mr. RICHARD NEL- 
THORP, in London. 

TH E name of this gentleman is often met with in 
Welt's and Rumfey's plot, and for a good reafon, 
he being not near to anfwer for himfelf. As to what he 
was accufed, out-lawed, and executed for, his being con- 
cerned in a defign for the affaffination of the king and 
duke, he folemnly avers, as may be feen below in his 
fpeech, that he was always highly againft it, and detefted 
any fuch thing, was never in the leaft concerned in it, 
neither in purfe or perfon ; never knew of any arms 
bought for that intent, nor did believe there was any 
fuch defign. Than which, what words could be more 
full and fatisfactory ? He went away in the heat of fwear- 
ing, and returned with the duke of Monmouth, thinking 
it his duty, as he fays, to hazard his life for the prefer- 
vation of the Proteftant religion and Englifh liberties ; 
but as to the duke of Monmouth's being declared king, 
he was wholly paflive in it. He was at firft committed 
to Salifbury prifon, where he had feveral difputes with 
a learned and good man, whofe opinion then differed 
from his, concerning the lawfulnefs of defending our- 
felves by arms againft illegal violence, which was his 
firm judgment. Thence he was brought to London, 
and imprifoncd in Newgate. He rejected there, with 
fcorn, fome offers made him of faving his own life by 
taking away other men's ; and though he was under in- 
expre'flible trouble during his clofe confinement there, 
which at length arofe to diftraction, and the impair of 
his reafon ; yet it is remarkable that he, as Bateman be- 
fore him, before he came to die, after fentence, was very 
calm and lively again, the. entire exercife of his judg- 
ment and underftanding returning, with more joy and 
comfort than he had before pain and mifery. 

He wrote one letter to his parents, another to his 
children, together with his laft fpeech at his execution 
the 3:0th of October 1685. At two o'clock in the 
morning he wrote the letter to his parents, Sec. wherein 
he fpeaks much of his brother and fellow-fufferer, Mr. 
AylofF, who fuffered martyrdom in London, if I mif- 
take not, whom he fays, he could embrace with more 
joy in the field of fuffering, than ever he could have 
done had he met him in the field crowned with victory 
and laurels. 

The laft Speech of Mr. RICHARD NELTHORP. 

" r ip H E great and- inexprcffible trouble and diftrac- 
X tion I have been under fince I came into trouble, 
efpccially fince my clofe confinement in Newgate, hath 
fo broken my reafon, that for many weeks laft paft, till 
the day my fentence was paffed, I have not had any com- 
pofure of mind, and have been under the greateft trouble 
imaginable ; fince my deareft wife hath had the favour 
granted her of coming to fee me, I am at prefent under 
great compo fed nefs of mind, through the infinite good- 
nels of the Lord. As to what I ftand out-lawed for, 
and am now fentenced to die, I can with comfort appeal 
to 
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to the great God, before whofe tribunal I am to appear, 
that what I did was in the fimplicity of my heart, with- 
out feekingany private advantage to myfelf; but think- 
ing it my duty to hazard my life for the preservation, of 
the Proteftant religion and Englifh liberties, which I 
thought invaded, and both in great danger of being 
loft. As to the defign of affaflinating the late king, or 
his prefent majefty, it always was a thing highly againfl 
my judgment, and which I always dctelted ; and I was 
never in the leafl concerned in it, neither in the purfe 
nor perfon, nor ever knew of any arms bought for 
that intent, nor did I believe there was any Rich defign, 
or ever heard of any difappointment in l'uch an affair, 
or time, or place, fave what, after the difcovery of the 
general defign, Mr. Weft fpokc of, as to arms bought 
by him • and as to myfelf, I was in the North when 
the late king was at Newmarket, and the firft news' I 
had of the fire, was at Beverley in Ybrkfhire. As to 
my coming over with the late duke of Monmouth, it 
was in prolccution of the fame ends j but the Lord in 
his holy and wife providence hath been plcafcd to blaft 
all our undertakings ; though there (cemed to be a very 
unanimous and zealous fpirit in all thofe that came from 
beyond the feas : and as to the duke of Monmouth's 
being declared king, I was wholly paflivc in it, I never 
having been prefent at any public debate of that affair, 
and fhould never have advifed it, but complained of 
it to colonel Holmes, and captain Patchet. I believe 

the lord Grey and Mr. F the chief promoters of 

it. As to the temptation of being an evidence, and 
bringing either into trouble or danger of his life the 
mcaneft perfon, upon the account for which I Ibffcr, I 
always abhorred and detefted the thoughts of it,' both 
when in ;and out of danger, and advifed fomc very 
ftrongly againfl it; except when under my diftra£lion 
in prifon, that amongft other temptations did violently 
affault me ; but through the goodnefs of my deareft God 
and Father, 1 was preferved from it, and indeed was 
wholly incapable, and could never receive the lealt 
lhadow of comfort from it, but thought death :morc 
eligible, and was fome time before, out of my diftraelcd 
and difquieted condition, wholly free from it; though . 
not without other temptations far more criminal in the 
fight of men. I blefs the Father of all mercies, and God 
of all confolations, that I find a great retigr.cdnefs of my 
will to his, finding infinitely more comfort in death, • 
than ever I could place in life, though in a condition 
that might feem honourable ; every hour feeing the will 
of God in ordering this affair more and more cleared 
up to me. God hath given, God hath taken, bleffed 
be his holy name, that hath enabled me to be willing to 
fuffer, rather than to put forth my hand to iniquity, or 
to fay a confederacy with thofothat do lb. I am' hear- 
tily and finccrely troubled for what hath happened, many 1 
men's lives being loft, and many poor diftreffed families 
ruined ; the Lord pardon what of fin he hath fecn in 
it. He in his wonderful providence, hath made me 
and others concerned, inftrurocnts, not only for what 
is already fallen out, but, I believe, for' haftening forrie 
other great work he hath to . do in thefc kingdoms ; ■ 
whereby he will try and purge his people, and winnow . 
the chaff from the wheat ; the Lord keep thofe that are . 
his, faithful unto the end. 

" I die in charity with all the world, and can readily 
and heartily forgive my grcatcft enemies, even thofe that 
have been evidences againfl me ; and I moft humbly 
beg the pardon of all that 1 have in the lcaft any way 
injured ; and in a fpecial manner humbly afk pardon of 
the lady Lille's family and relations, for that my being 
fuccoured there one night with Mr. Hicks, brought that 
worthy lady to fuffer death : I was wholly a llrangcr to 
her lady (hip, and came with Mr. Hicks ; neither did 
fhe (as I verily believe) know who I was, or my name, 
till I was taken : and if any other have come to any 
lofs or trouble, I humbly beg their pardon ; and were 
I in a condition, I would, as far as I was able, make 
them a requital. 

" As to my faith, I neither look nor hope for mercy, 
but only in the free grace of God, by the application of 
the blood of Jefus, my deareft and only Saviour, to my 



poor finful foul. My diftreffes have been exceedi 
great as to my- eternal Hate, but through the infinj 5 
goodnefs of God, though I have many fins to anCwf 
for, yet I hope and trufl, as to my particular, thatChrift 
came for this very end and purpofe, to relieve the on 
preffed and to be a phyfician to the fick I come 
thee, O bleffed Jefus ! refufe me not, but waft me ;° 
thine own blood, and then prefent me to thy Father as 
righteous. What, though my fins be as crimfon, and of 
a fcarlct dye, yet thou canft make them as white as 
fnow. I fee nothing in myfelf but what mull utterly 
ruin and condemn me ,- I cannot anfwer for one action 
of my whole life, but I caft myfelf wholly upon thee 
who art the fountain of mercy, in whom God is recon' 
ciling himfelf to the world ; the greateft of fins and fin- 
ners may find an all-fufricicncy in thy blood to clcanfe 
them from all fin. O deareft' Father of mercy, look 
upon me as righteous in and through the imputed 
righteoufnefs of thy Son ; he payed the debt by his own 
offering himfelf up for fin, and'in that thy jul'tice is fa- 
tisfied, and thy mercy is magnified. Grant me thy love 
O deareft Father! aflift mc, and ftand by me in the 
needful hour of death, : givc thy angels charge over my 
poor foul, that the evil one may not touch nor hurt it. 
Defend me from his power, deliver me from his rage^ 
and receive. , me .into thine eternal kingdom, in and 
through the alone merits of my deareft Redeemer, for 
whom I praife thee : to whom, with thyfelf and holy 
Spirit, be afcribed all glory, honour, power, might, and 
J — inion, for ever and ever, Amen. 

Dear Lord Jefus, receive ,my Spirit, Amen. 
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. The MARTYRDOM of Mrs. ELIZABETH GAUNT, 
at Wapping. . . 

TH E moft likely reafon that Mrs. Gaunt was burnt, 
ws, it is very poffiblc, becaufe fhe lived at Wap- 
ping; the h:>neft feamen, and hearty Protefiants there- 
abouts, being fuch known enemies to Popery and arbitrary 
government, that the friends of both gave all who oppole 
it the name of Wappingers, as an odious brand and title. 
She was a good, honcft, charitable woman, who made it 
har bufinefs to relieve and help whoever fuffered'for the 
forementioned caufe, (paring no pains, refufing no office 
to get them affiftance, in which, fhe was the moft induf- 
trious and indefatigable woman living. Among others 
whom fhe had juft relieved, who' were obnoxious 
pcrfons, was onetBurton, whom with his wife and family 
fhe had kept- fro'm ftarving, for which (may die very 
name of 'them be regiftcred with eternal infamy) they 
f'worc againft her, and took away her life: though fhe 
•fa'ys'in her fpcech, there was but one witnefs againft her 
as to any money fhe was charged to give him, and that 
he himfelf, an out-lawed pcrlbn, his outlawry not yet 
reverfed, he not being, out-lawed when fhe was with 
hinv and hid him away; That which {he wrote in die 
nature of a fpecch, -has a great deal of fenfe and fpirit, 
and fome ftrange expreflions which were mentioned in 
the introduction to all thefc. matters ; which fhe con- 
cludes with thefe words addreffed to her enemies, *' From 
her that finds no mercy from y 
If it were poffiblc to rcpre'f 

this- excellent woman, the tafk 

-That fhe flood moft defervedly entitled to an eternal 
monument of honour in the hearts of all fincere lovers 
of the reformed religion. All true Chriftians (though 
in fomc things differing in perfuafion with her) found in 
her an univerfal charity and fincere friendfhip, as is well 
known to many here, and alfo to a multitude of the 
Scotch nation, minifters and others, who for confeience- 
fake were formerly thruft into exile. Thefe found her a 
moft refrefhing refuge. She dedicated hcrfelf with un- 
wearied induftry, to provide for their fupply and fupport, 
and therein (I do incline to think) fhe ■ outftripped 
every individual perfon (if not the whole body of Pro- 
tcftants in this great city). Hereby fhe became cxpofcd 
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to the implacable fury of bloody Papifts, and thofe blind 
tools who co-operated to promote their accurfed defigns. 
And fo there appeared little difficulty to -procure a jury 
(as there were well-prepared judges) to make her a fa- 
crifice as a traitor to the ftate. Her judges, the king's 
counfel.the folicitor-general, the common-ferjeant, &c. . 
racked their inventions to draw Burton and his wife to 
charge Mrs. Gaunt with the knowledge of his being in 
a plot, or in the proclamation, but nothing of that could 
be made out, nor is there any fort of proof that Mrs. 
Gaunt harboured this ungrateful wretch, or that fhc gave 
],im either meat or drink, as the indi&ment charges 
her; but notwithftanding that, her jury brought her in 
guilty, and (he was condemned. i 

The fentence was executed upon this excellent woman 
on the Friday following, being the 23d of October, 
1685, when fhe left her murderers the following me- 
morial. 

SPEECH of Mrs. GAUNT, written the Day before 

fcr Execution. 
" TVT OT knowing whether I fhould be fuffered or 
IN able, becaufe of weakneffes that are upon me 
through my hard and clofe imprifonment, to fpeak at the 
place of execution ; I wrote thofe few lines to fignify, 
That I am well reconciled to the way of my God towards 
me, though it be in ways I looked not for; and by ter- 
rible things, yet in righteoufnefs ; having given me life, 
he ought to have the difpofing of it, when' and how he 
pleafes to call for it ; and I defire to offer up my all to 
him, it being but my reafpnable fervice ; and alfo the 
firft. terms that Jefus Chrifl offers, that he that will be 
his difciple, muft forfake all, and follow him ; and 
therefore let none think hard, or be difcouraged at what 
hath happened unto me; for he doth nothing without 
caufe, in all he hath done to us, he being holy in all his 
ways, and righteous in all his works; and it is but my 
lot in common with poor defolate Siori at this day.; 
Neither do I find in my heart the lead regret for what' I 
have done in the fervice of my Lord and Mafter Jefus 
Chrift, in fuccouring and fecuring any of his poor fuf- 
ferers, that have fhewed favour to his righteous caufe- 
which caufe, though now it be fallen and trampled up- 
on, as if it had not been, anointed, yet it mall revive; 
and God will plead it another rate than ever he hath done 
yet, and reckon with all it's oppofers and. malicious 
haters; and therefore let all that love and fear 
him, not omit the leaft duty that comes to hand, or lies 
before them, knowing that now it hath need of them, 
and expefts they fhall ferve him. And I defire to blefs 
his holy name, that he hath made me ufeful in my gene- 
ration to the comfort and relief of many defolate ones, 
and the blefling of thofe that are ready to perifh has come 
upon me, and being helped to make the heart of the 
widow to fing. And, I blefs his holy name, that in all 
this, together with what I was charged with, that I have 
done his will, though it does crofs man's will ; and the 
fcriptures that fatisfy me are, Ifaiah xvi. 3. « Hide the 
outcafts, bewray not him that wande'reth.' And Obad. 
14. 'Thou fhouldft not have given up thofe of his 
that did efcape in the day of his diftrefs.' But man fays, 
You fhall give them up, or you fhall die for it. Now 
whom to obey, judge ye.' So that I have caufe to rejoice 
■md be exceeding glad, in that I fuffer for righteoufnefs- 
lake, and that I am accounted worthy to fuffer for well- 
doing, and that God has accepted any fervice from me, 
v.'hich has been done in fincerity, though mixed with 
manifold infirmities, which he hath been plcafed for 
Chrift's fake to cover and forgive. And now as con- 
cerning my fa8, as it is called, alas! it was but a little 
one, and might well become a prince to forgive ; but 
he that (hews no mercy, fhall find none : and I may fay 
of it in the language of Jonathan, « I did but tafte a little 
honey, and lo ! I mil 11 die for it.' I did but re- 
lieve an unworthy, poor, diflreffcd family, and lo ! 
I mutt die for it. Well, I defire in the Lamb- 
like Gofpel-Spirit to forgive all that arc concerned, 
and to fay, Lord, lay it not to their charge ; 'but 1 
fear he will not : nay,' I believe when he comes to make 
"Kpnfirion for blood, it will be found at the door of the 
66. 



furious judge ; who, becaufe I could not remember 
things through my dauntednefs at Burton's wife and 
daughter's vilenefs, and my ignorance, took advantage 
thereat, and would not hear me, when I had called to 
mind that which I am fure would have invalidated their 
evidence ; though he granted fomething of the fame na- 
ture to another, yet denied it to me. . My blood will 
alfo be found at the door of the unrighteous jury, who 
found me guilty upon the fingle oath of an out-lawed 
man; for there was none but his oath abput the money, 
who is no legal witnefs, though he be pardoned, his 
out-lawry not being recalled; and alfo the law requires 
two witneffes in point of life : and then about my going 
with him to the place mentioned, it was by his own 
.words, before he was out-lawed, for it was two months 
after his abfeonding ; and though in a proclamation, yet 
not high treafon, as I have heard, fo that I am clearly 

murdered by you. And alfo bloody Mr. A , who 

has fo infatiably haunted after my life; and though it is 
no profit to him, through the ill will he bore me, left no 
ftone unturned, as I have ground to believe, till he 
brought it to this ; and fhewed favour to Burton, who 
ought to have died for his own fault, and not bought his 

life With mine; and captain R , who is cruel and 

fevere to all under my circumftances, and did at that 
time, without all mercy, or pity, haften my fentence, 
and held up my hand, that it might be given ; all 
which, together with the great one of all, by whofe 
power all thofe, and a multitude more of cruelties are 
done, I do heartily and freely forgive, as againft me ; 
but asj itis done in an. implacable mind againft the Lord 
Chrift, and his righteous caufe and followers, I leave it 
to him- who is the avenger of all fuch wrongs, who will 
tread upon princes as upon mortar, and be terrible to 
the kings of the earth: and know this alfo, that though 
ye are feemingly fixed, and becaufe of the power in your 
band, are writing out your violence, and dealing with a 
defpiteful hand, becaufe of the old and new hatred ; by 
impoverifhing and every way diftreffing of thofe you 
have got under you ; yet unlefs .you can fecure Jefus 
Chrift, and all his holy angels, you fhall never do your 
hufinefs, nor your hands accomplifh your enterprizes • 
for he will be upon you ere you are aware; and there- 
fore, O that you would be wife, inftrucled, and learn, is 
the defire of her that finds no mercy from you. 

" Elizabeth Gaunt. 
" Newgale, OZlober 22, 1685. . 

" P. S. Such as it is, y.ou have it from her, who hath 
done as fhe could, and isTorry fhe can do no better: 
hopes you will pity and cover weaknefs, fhortnefs, and 
any thing that is wanting ; and begs that none may be 
weakened or humbled at the lownefs of my fpirit • for 
God's defign is to humble and abafe us, that he alone 
may be exalted in this day; and I hope he will appear 
. in the needful time, and it may be referves the. befl wine 
■ till lad, as he hath done for .fome before, me ; none 
goeth to warfare at his own charge, and the Spirit 
bloweth, not only where, but when it lifteth; and it be- 
comes me, who have fo often grieved, quenched, and 
refilled it, to wait for and upon the motions of the Spi- 
rit, and not to murmur ; but I may mourn, becaufe 
through want of it, I honour not my God, nor his 
bleffed caufe, which I have To long loved and delighted 
to love ; and repent of nothing about it, but that I ferved 
him and it no better." 



Particulars of Mr. ROSEWELL's Trial and Pre- 
fcrvaiion. 

MR. Rofewell, a very worthy divine, was tried 
about the fame time for treafonable words in his 
pulpit, upon the accufation of very vile and lewd in- 
formers; and a Surrey jury found him guilty of high 
treafon, upon the mod villanous and improbable evi- 
dence that had been ever given, notwithftanding fir John 
Talbot (no countenancer of Diffenters) had appeared 
with great generofity and honour, and teftified, That 
the moft material witnefs was as fcandalous and infa- 
mous a wretch as ever breathed. 

9 F About 
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About this time it was given out by thofe who thirfted 
for blood, that Mr. Rofewell and Mr. Hays (hould die 
together j and it was upon good ground believed, that 
the happy deliverance of Mr. Hays did much contribute 
to the prefervation of Mr. Rofewell ; though it is very 
probable, that he had not efcaped, had not fir John Tal- 
bot's worthy and raoft honourable deteftation of that ac- 
curfed villany, prompted him to repair from the court 
of King's-Bcnch, to king Charles II. and to make, a 
faithful reprefentation of the cafe to him, whereby, 
when inhuman bioody Jeffreys came a little after in a 
tranfport of joy, to make his report of the eminent fer- 
yice, he and the Surrey jury had done in finding Mr. 
Rofewell guilty ; the king (to his difappointment; ap- 
peared under fome reluctancy, and declared that Mr. 
Rofewell (hould not die. And fo he was moft happily 
delivered from his intended martyrdom. 



The MARTYRDOM of the EARL of ARGYLE, at 
the Market-Crofs in Edinburgh. 

LET us now take a ftep over into Scotland, that 
poor country, which has been haraffed and tired 
for thefe many years, to render thein perfect [laves, that 
they might help to enflave England, to prevent which, 
and fecure the Proteftant religion, which it was grown 
impoffible to do, but by arms ; this good lord embarked 
from Holland about the -fame time , with the duke, and 
arrived in Scotland with what forces he could' make % to 
which were added fome others who joined him : which 
after feveral marches and counter-marches, '■ were' at 
length led into a boggy fort of a place, on pretence, or 
with intention to bring him off from the other army 
then 1 upon the heels of them, where they all loft one 
another, difperfed and (flirted for : themfelves ; the earl 
being taken by a countryman, and brought to Edinburgh, 
where he fuffercd' for his former unpardonable crime, 
requiring care (hould be taken of the Proteftant religion, 
and explaining his taking the teft conformable thereto ; 
for the legality of which he had the hands of moft of 
the eminent lawyers about the tity. He fuffercd at 
Edinburgh the 30th of June 3685. His fpeech has a 
great deal of piety and religion, nor will it be any dtf- 
grace to fay, it was more like a fermOn. 

The following is a covfea Copy of the laft Speech of 

the EARL of ARGYLE, June 30; 1685. 
" TOB tells its, 'Man that is born of a woman is of 

J few days, and. full of trouble :' and I am a dear 
ihftance of if. I (hall not now fay any thing of my fen- 
tence, or cfcape about three years and a half ago ; nor 
of my return, left I may thereby give offence, or be te- 
dious : only being to end my days in your prefence, I 
fhalli as fome of my laft ' words, affcrt the truth of the 
' matter of faft, and the fincerity of my intentions, and 
profeffloris that are publifhed. 

" That which I" intend mainly now to fay, is, To cx- 
prefs my hinrible, and (I thank God) cheerful fubmif- 
fion to his divine will; and my willingnefs to forgive all 
men, even my enemies i and I am heartily well fatisfied 
there is no more blood fpilt, and I (hall wifli the ftrcam. 
thereof to flop at me : and that (if it pleafc God) to fay, 
as to Zcrubbabel, Zech. iv. 6. 'Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of Hods.' 

*' I know afflictions (bring not out of the duft: God 
did wonderfully, deliver and provide for me, and has now 
by his fpecial Providence broughtme to this place; and 
I. hope none wilt cither infult or (tumble at it, feeing 
they ought not ; for God Almighty docs all things well, 
for good and holy ends, though we do not always under- 
stand it. Love and hatred is not known by "what is be- 
fore us, Ecclef. ix. 1. 

"Afflictions are not only foretold, but promifed to 
Chriftians ; and are not only tolerable, but defirable. 

" We ought to have a deep reverence and fear of 
God's difpleafure ; but withal, a firm hope and depend- 
ance on him for a bletfed iffue, in compliance with his 
will; for Godchaftcns his own, to refine them, and not 
to ruin them, whatever the world may think, Heb. xii. 
3- to 12. 



We are to imitate our Saviour in his fufFcri,,,,, 
1 Pet. 11. 23. 

" We are neither to defpife our aflliaions, nor t 0 
faint tinder them ; both are extremes. 

" We are not to fuller our fpirits to be exafperated 
againft the inftruments of our trouble ; for the f ame 
affliction may be an effect of their paffion, and yet (en- 
by God to punifh us for fin : though it is a comfbn 
when we may fay to them with David, Pf'al. lix. 3. < _\ 0[ 
for my tranfgrefnon, but for my fin, O Lord.' 

" Nor are we, by fraudulent, pufillanimons compli- 
ances in wicked courfes, to bring fin upon ourfelves : 
faint hearts are ordinary- falfe hearts; chufing fin rather 
than fuffei-ings, and a lhort life with eternal death, be- 
fore temporal death and. a crtiwn of glory : inch feckina 
to Cave a little, lofe all; and God readily hardens them 
to proceed to their own dettruSion. How many, like 
Hazael, 2 Kings viii. 13. run to exceifes they never 
thought they were capable of ! Let rulers and others 
read ferioufVy, aind weigh Prov. i. 101020, &. and 
avoid what is bad, and follow what is good. 

" For me, I hope by God's ftrength to join with Job 
chap. xiii. 15. and the Pfalmift, Pfal. xxii. 4. and 
fliall pray, as Pfal. lxxiv. 19 to 24, and (hall hope, 
as Pfal. xciv. 14, 15. 

" I do freely forgive all that directly or indirectly 
have been the caufe of my being brought to this place, 
firft or laft; and 1 pray God.forgiye them. I pray God 
fend truth and peace in thefe three kingdoms; and con- 
tinue and increafe the glorious light of the gofpel, and 
reftrain the fpirit of prophanity, atheifm, fuperftition, 
Popery, and perfecution, and re'ftore all that have back- 
flidden from the purity of their life or principles; and 
blefs his whole people with all bleffings, fpiritual and 
temporal, and put an end to their prefent trials. 

" And I entreat all people to forgive me wherein I 
have offended, and concur with me to pray, That the 
great, good, and merciful God would fanttify my prefent 
lot, and for Jefus Chrift's fake pardon all my fins, and 
receive me to his eternal glory. 

" It is fuggefted to me, That I have faid nothing of 
the royal family ; and it remembers me, that before the 
juftices at my trial about the teft, I faid, That at my 
death I would pray, that there (hould never want one 
of the royal family to be a defender of the true, ancient, 
Apoftolic, Catholic, Proteftant faith ; which I do now: 
and that God would enlighten and forgive all of them 
that are either luke-warm, or have (hrunk from the 
profeffion of it. And in all events, I pray God may 
provide for the fecurity of his church, that antichrift, 
nor the gates of. hell may never prevail againft it." 



The MARTYRDOM of Colonel RUMBOLD, at the 
Market-Crofs, in Edinburgh. 

COLONEL Richard Rumbold fuffered at the fame 
place, June 26, 1685, moft of what occurred consi- 
derable in his defence and fpeech, you have had already :n 
the bufinefs of the aflaflination. Two. or three palfages 
more there are worth remarks in the fame, as arguments 
of his fenfe and courage. For this caufe, he fays, ^yere 
every hair of his head and beard a life, he would joy- 
fully facrifice them all. That he was never antimonar- 
chical in his principles, but for a king and free par- 
liament; the king having power enough to make him 
great, and the people to make them happy. That lie 
died in the defence of the juft laws and liberties of tin; 
nations. That none was marked by God above ano- 
ther; for no man came into the world with a Caddie on 
their backs, nor others booted and fpurred to ride upon 
it. And being' afked if he thought not his fentence 
dreadful ? anfwered, He wilhed he had a limb for every 
town in Chrifteftdom. 

The Laft Speech of Colonel RICHARD RUMBOLD, 
previous to his Execution, -with fcvcral Things tb.it 
paged on his Trial, June 26, 1685. 

COLONEL Richard Rumbold was brought about 
eleven o'clock in the morning from the c;ilt;- 
of Edinburgh, to the juftices court, in a great clia:r, 
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on men's (houlders; where at firft he was afked fome 
queftions, moft of which he anfwered with filence; at 
jaft faid, He humbly conceived, it was not neceflary for 
him to add to his own accufation, fince he was not ig- 
norant they had enough already to do hisbufinefs; and 
therefore he did not intend to fret his conl'cienee at that 
time with anfwering queftions. After which, his libel 
being read, the Court proceeded in ufual manner; firft 
afking him if he had: any thing to fay for himfelf before 
thejury clofed ? His anfwer was, He owned it alk, 
laving that part, of having defigned the king's death j 
and defired all prefent to believe the words of a dying 
man; he never directly or indirectly intended fuch a 
villany ; that he abhorred the very thoughts of it; and 
that he blefied God he had. that reputation in the \vbrld, 
that he knew none that had tl)e impudence to afk him 
the queftioft ; and he detefted the thoughts of fuch an 
action; and he hoped all good people would believe him, 
which was the only way he had to clear himfelf; and he 
was Aire that this truth flrould be one day made manifeft 
to all men. ■ He was again alked, If he had any excep- 
tion againft the jury ? He anfwered, No ; but wrfhed 
them to do as God and their confciences directed them. 
Then they withdrew, and returned their verdict in half 
an hour, and brought him in guilty. The fentence fol- 
lowed ; For him to betaken from that place to the next 
room, and from thence to be drawn on a hurdle, betwixt 
two and four o'clock, to the Crofs of Edinburgh, the 
place of execution, and there to be hanged,; drawn, and 
quartered. He received his fentence with an undaunted 
courage and cheerfulnefs. Afterwards, he was delivered 
into the town magiftrate's hands ; they brought, to him 
two of their divines, and offered him their afliftance 
upon the fcaffold ; which he altogether refufed, telling 
them, That if they had any good wifhes for him, he 
defired they would fpend them in their own- clofets, and 
leave him now to feek God in his own way. He. had 
feveral offers of the fame kind by others, which he put 
off in like manner. He was moll ferious and fervent in 
prayers the few hours he lived (as the centinels-obferved, 
who were prefent all the while). The hour being come, 
he was brought to the place of ' execution, where He 
faluted the people on all fides of the fcaffold, and after 
having refrefhed himfelf with a cordial out of his 
pocket, he was fupported by two men while he fpoke 
to the people as follows. 



" IT is for all men that come into the world once to 
die, and after death to judgment; and fince death is. a 
debt that all of us mult pay, it is but a matter of fmall 
moment what way it be done; and feeing the Lord is 
pleafed in this manner to take me to himfelf, I confefs, 
fomething hard to flefh and blood, yet, bkffed be his 
name, who hath made me not only willing, but thank- 
ful for his honouring me to lay down the life'he gave, 
for his name ; in which, were every hair in this head and 
beard of mine a life, I fhould joyfully facrifice them for 
it, as I do this : and Providence having brought me hi- 
ther, I think it moft neceflary to clear myfelf of fome 
afperfions laid on my name; and firfti That I fhould 
have had fo horrid an intention of deftroying the king 
atid his brother. 

[He now repeated what he had faid before to the 
jultices on this Aib^a.] 

" It was alfo laid to my charge, That I was antimo- 

."archical. 

" It was ever my thoughts, That kingly government 
was the belt of all, juftly executed: I mean, fuch as by 
°ur ancient laws ; that is, a king, and a legal, free-chofen 
parliament. The king having, as I conceive, power 
c 'iough to make him great; the people alfo as much 
Property as to make them happy; they being, as it 
Wc re, contracted to one another. And who will deny 
■ne. that this was not the juft conltituted government of 
ou r nation ? How abfurd is it then for men of fenfe to 
Maintain, That though the one party of this contraa 
br caketh all conditions, the other fhould be obliged to 



perform their part ? No ; this error is contrary to the 
law of God, the law of nations, and the law of reafon. 
But as pride hath been the bait the devil hath caught 
Hioft by ever fince the creation, fo it continues to this 
day with us. Pride caufed our firft parents to fall from 
the bleifed eftate wherein they were created; they aim- 
ing to be higher and wifer than God allowed, which 
brought an everlafting curfe on them" and their pofterity. 
It was pride caufed God to drown the old world. And 
it was N'irnrod's pride in building Babel, that caufed that 
heavy curfe of divifion of tongues to be fpread among 
us, as it is at this day. One of the greatcft afflictions 
the church of God groaneth under, that there fhould be 
fo many divifions during theirpilgrimage here; but this 
is their comfort" that the day draweth near, when, as 
there is but one Shepherd, there fliall be but one flieep- 
fold. It' was therefore in the defence of this party, 
in their juft rights and liberties, againft Popery aiid 

flavery 

[When he faid this they beat the drums : to which 
he replied]. 

" They need not trouble thcmfelves, for he fhould fay 
noi more of his mind on that fubjefct, fince they were fo 
difengenuous, as to interrupt a dying man, only to affure 
the people, he adhered to the true Proteftant religion, 
detefting the erroneous opinions of many that called 
themfclyes fo; and I die this day in the defence of the 
ajneient laws and liberties of thefe nations: and though 
God,.forreafons.beft known to himfelf, hath not feen it 
fit to honour us, fo. as to make us the inftruments for the 
deliverance of his people ; yet as I have lived, fo I. die 
in the faith, that he will fpeedily arife for the deliver- 
ance: of hischurch and. people. And I deiire of you all 
to prepare for thiswitb fpeed. I may fay, This, is a de- 
luded. generation, veiled with ignorance, that though Po- 
pery and flavery be riding in upon them, do not perceive 
it ; though I am fure there was no- man bom marked of 
God above another; for none comes into the world with 
a faddle on his back, neither any booted.and fpurred to 
ride h in*; not but that I am well fatisfied, , that God 
hath wifely ordered different ftations for men in the 
world, as I have already faid; kings having as much 
power , as to make them great, and the people as much 
property as to make them happy. And to conclude, I 
fhall only add my wiihes for the falvation of all men, 
who, were created for that end." 

When he had thus fpoken, he prayed moft fervently 
near three quarters of an hour, freely forgiving all men, 
even his greateft enemies, begging moft earneftly for the 
deliverance of Sion from all her perfecutors, particu- 
larly praying for London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, from 
which the ftreams run that rule God's people in thefe 
three kingdoms. 



Summary of the laft Speech of Mr. JOHN KING, 
at the Place of Execution at Edinburgh, on the 1 $th 
Day of Auguft 1679. 

" Men and Brethren, 
" . T DO not doubt but that many that are fpectators 
here, have fome other end, than to be edified by 
what they may fee and hear in the laft words of one going 
to eternity; but if any one of you have ears to hear, 
which I nothing doubt but fome of this great congrega- 
tion have, I defire your ears and attention, if the Lord 
fhall help and permit me to fpeak, to a few things. 

"I blefsthe Lord, fince Infinite Wifdom andholy Pro. 
videncc has fo carved out my lot to die after the manner 
that I do, not unwillingly, neither by force : it is true, 
I could not do this of myfelf, nature always having an 
inclination to put the evil day far off, but thrpugh grace 
I have been helped, and by this grace I hope I fhall : 
it is true, through policy I might have fhuaned fuch a 
hard fentence, if I had done fome things ; but though I 
could, I durft not, God knows, redeem my life with the 
lofs of my integrity and honefty. I blefs the Lord, that 
fince I have been apprehended and made a prifoner, 
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God hath very wonderfully upholden me, and made out . 
that comfortable word, ' Fear not, be not difmayed. I 
am with thee, I will ftrcngthe'n thee, I will uphold thee 
by the right hand of my righteoufnefs,* Ifaiah xli. to. 
I thank the Lord he never yet gave me leave lb much as 
to have a thought, much lei's to leek after any fhift that 
might be in the lead fulfill : I did always, and yet do 
judge it better to fuH'er affliaion with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon; therefore 
I am come hither to lay down my life. I blefs the 
Lord I die not as a fool dieth, though I acknowledge I 
have nothing to boaft of in mylelf: yea, I acknowledge 
I am a finner, aiid one of the chief that have gone un- 
der the name of a profeflbr of religion ; yea, arriongft 
the unworthiett of thole that have preached the gofpel j 
my fins and corruptions have been many, and have de- 
filed me in all things, and even in following and doing 
my duty, I have not wanted my own finful infirmities 
and weakneffes, fo that I may truly fay, I have no righ- 
teoufnefs of my own, all is evil, and like filthy rags ; 
but bleffed be God that there is a Saviour and an advo- 
cate, Jefus Chrift the Righteous, and 1 do believe that 
Jefus Chrift is come into the world to lave finners, of 
whom I am the chief, and that through faith arid his 
righteoufnefs I have obtained mercy; and that through 
him, and him alone, I delire arid hope to have a glorious 
vi&ory over fin, Satan, hell, and death ; and that I (hall 
attain 'unto the refurretlion of the juft, and be made par- 
taker of eternal life. I know in whom I have believed, 
and that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
. unto him againft that day. I have according to my 
poor capacity, preached falvation in his name; and as I 
have preached, fb do I believe, and with all my foul 
have commended it, and Mill do commend to all- of you 
the riches of his grace, and faith in his name, as the 
alone and only way whereby we can come to be 
raved. 

" It may be, many may think (but I blefs the Lord, 
without any folid ground) that I fuffer as an evil-doer, 
and as a bufy body in other men's matters ; but I reckon 
not rnuch upon that, having the teflimony of my 6wri con- 
fcience for me. It was the lot of our bleffed Saviour him- 
felf,. and alfo the lot of many of his eminent, pre'eious 
fervants and people, to fuffer by the world as evil-doers f 
yea, I think I have fo good ground riot to be feared at 
fuch a lot, that I count it my non-fuch honour ; and oh 
what am I, that I fiiould be honoured 1 fo, when fo many 
worthies have panted after the like, arid have not come 
at it : my foul rejoiccth in being brought into conformity 
with my bleffed Lord and head, and fo bleffed a com- 
pany in this way and lot ; and I delire to pray that I 
may be to none of you this day upon this account a 
ftone. of {tumbling, and a rock of offence ; and bleffed 
is he that {hall not be offended in Chrift and his poor 
followers and members, becaufe of their being condemn- 
ed as evil-doers by the world. 

" As for the " 
patTed againft . . 
not condemn me : I have not been rebellious, nor do I 
judge it rebellion for me to have endeavoured in my ca- 
pacity, what poffibly I could for the borne-down and 
ruined intereft of my Lord and Mafter, and for the relief 
of my poor brethren .afflicted and perfecuted, not only 
in their liberties, privileges, and pcrfons, but alfo in 
tfieir lives; therefore it was for that I joined with that 
poor handful ; the Lord knows, who is the fearcher of 
hearts, that neither my delign nor practice was againft 
his majefty's perfon, and jm't government, but I always 
ftudied to be loyal to lawful authority in the Lord, and 
I thank God my heart doth not condemn me of any dif- 
loyalty ; I have been loyal, and I do recommend it to 
all to be obedient to higher powers in the Lord. 

" I have been looked upon by fome, and reprcfentcd 
by others to be of a divifive and factious humour, and one 
that llirred up divifion in the church, but I am hopeful 
that they .will all now give me their charity, being within 
a little to ftand before my judge, and I pray the Lord 
forgive.them that did fo mifreprcfent me ; but I thank the 
.Lord whatever men have. laid againft me concerning 
this, that on the contrary I have often diffuaded from 



•fuch ways and practices, as contrary to the word of God 
and of our covenanted and reformed religion ; and as [ 
ever abhorred divifion and faclion in the church, as that 
which tends to it's utter ruin, if the Lord prevent it not 
fo I would in the bowels of my Lord and Mafter, ij' 
fuch: an one as I- may prefume to perfuade, and exhort 
both minifters and profeffors ; if there be any conlola. 
tion in Chrift, if any comfort of love, if any fellowfhip 
of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, that you be . 
like minded, having the fame love, being of one accord 
of one mind; in lowlinefs of mind, let each eftecni 
others better than themfelves, Phil. ii. 3. harmoniouf- 
nefs and honefty in the things of God, can never enough 
be fought after, and things that tend to the prejudice 
and hurt of Chrift's intereft, can never enough be lied 
from and avoided*. 

■ " And as I come hither willingly to lay. clown my ta- 
bernacle, fo alfo I die in the belief and faith of the holy 
fcriptures, and in the faith of the Apoftles, and primi- 
tive Chriftians, and Proteftant reformed churches, and 
particularly the church of Scotland, whereof I am a 

" I fhall but ray a few words. 

" Firft, All you that are profane, I would fcrioufly 
exhort you, that you return to the Lord by ferious re- 
pentance; if you do, iniquity fhall not be your ruin; 
if you do not, know that the day of the Lord's ven- 
geance is near and hafteneth on. Oh know for your 
comfort; there is a door of mercy yet open, if you be not 
defpifers of .the day of falvation. And you that have 
been, and yet are reproachers and perfecutors of godli- 
ners, and of fuch as live godly ; take heed, oh take heed, 
Tad will be your day, when God arifes to fcatter his 
enemies, if you repent not for your ungodly deeds. 

.". Secondly, All thofe who are taken up with their 
own private inte'refts, and if that go well,, they care 
thellefs for the intereft of Chrift, take heed and.be zea- 
lous, and repent, left the Lord pars the Tentence, I will 
{pew- you out of my mouth. 

,1 v Thirdly, For the. truly godly, and fuch as are la- 
menting after the Lord, and are mourning for all die 
abominations of this city, and are taking pleafure in the 
very rubbjlh and.ftones of Zion; be of good courage, 
and caft not away your confidence. I dare . not fay any 
thing, to future things, but finely the Lord has a handful 
that arc precious to him, to whom he will be gracious ; 
to theft; it is a dark night at prefcnt, how long it will 
laft the Lord knows ! Oh let not the fttd difaftcrs, that 



people meet with, though very aflonifliing, 
ity you,; beware or fhares that abound, cleave fait 



your reformed religion, do not fhift the crofs of 
Chrift, 'if you be called to it ;. it is better, to fuffer than 
fin, accbunt the reproaches of Chrift greater riches than 
all the treafures of the world. 

" In the laft place, let not my death be grievous to any 
or you ; I hope it will , be more profitable both for you 
and me, and for the church and intereft of God, than 
my life could have been. I blefs the Lord, I can freely 
and frankly forgive all men, even as I defire to be for- 
given of God ; pray for them that perfecute you, bids 
them that curfe you. As to the caufe of Chrift, I bkk 
the Lord I never had caufe, to this day, to repent lm 
any thing I have fuffered, or can now ruffer for his name. 
I thank the Lord who has (hewed mercy to fuch a vile 
finner as I am, and that ever he fiiould advance me to to 
high a dignity, as to be made a miniftcr of his blclled 
and everlafting gofpel ; and that ever 1 fhould have a leal 
fct to my miniltry, upon the hearts of fome in fevers, 
places and corners of this land: the Lord vifit Scotland 
with more and more faithful paftors, and fend a revivm? 
day unto the people of God ; in the mean lime he pa- 
tient, be ftedfaft, uiimoveable, always abounding in »-, c 
work of the Lord; and live in love and peace one w'«V 
another, and the Lord be with his poor alllidco, 
groaning people that yet remain. 

"Now IbidfarewelUoallmyfriendsanddearrclations 
farewell my poor wife and children, whom 1 leave m 
good hands of him who is better than feven lui(l>a^| 
and who will be a father to the fathcrlefs. Farcve 

comforts; welcome everlafting life, everlafl'M 
gloi; - 
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glory, welcome everlafting love, everlading prail'e : 
blefs the Lord, O my foul ! and all that is within me. 

«' JOHN KING." 



Summary of the Dying Words of Mr. JOHN KIDD, at 
the Place of Execution at Edinburgh, on the 14/b Day 
ofAuguft 1679. 

. " Right worthy and •welhleloved SpecJators and Auditors, 
« /CONSIDERING what bodily difiempers I have 
been exercifed with, fince I came out of the tor- 
ture, viz. fcarce two hours out of my naked bed in pne 
day, it cannot be expected> that I lliould be in a cafe to 
fay any thing to the purpofe at this juncture, efpecially 
feeing I am not as yet free from it; however I cannot 
but reverence the good hand of God upon me,. arid de- 
lire with all my foul to blefs him for this my prefent 
lot. 

" It may be there, are a great many here that judge 
my lot very fad and deplorable. I muft confefs death, 
itl'elf is very terrible to flefh and blood, but as.it is an 
outlet to fin, and an inlet to righteoufnefs, it is the 
Chriftian's great and inexpreflible privilege; and give 
me leave to fay this, that there is fomething in a Chrif- 
tian's condition, that can never put him. without the 
reach of infufferablenefs, even fhame, .death, and the 
crofs being included. 

'.' And then if there be peace betwixt God and the 
foul, nothing can damp peace with God through our 
Lord Jefus Chrid ; this is a mod fupporting ingredient, 
in the bittereft cup, and under the (harped and fie.rceft 
trial he can be expofed unto, this is my mercy, that I 
have fomething to lay claim .unto, viz. The intimations' 
of pardon and peace between God and my foul. 

"And as concerning that for which I am condemned,, 
I magnify his grace, that I never had the lead challenge 
for it, but on the contrary, I judge it my honour, that 
ever I was counted worthy to come upon the ftage upon 
fuch a confederation; another thing that renders the' 
molt defpicable lot of theChriftian, and mine fufl'erable, 
is a felt and fenfible prefence from the Lord, ftrength-- 
eningthe foul when mod put to it, and if I could have 
this for my allowance this day, I could be bold to fay, 
O death, where is thy Ring? And could not but cry out, 
welcome to it, and all that follows upon it: I grant the 
Lord frorn an act of fovereignty may come, and go as 
he pleafes, but yet he will never forfake his people, and, 
this is a cordial to me in the cafe I am now expofed- 
unto. 

"Thirdly, The exercifing.and putting forth his glori-, 
ous power, is able to tranfport the foul of the believer,; 
and mine, above the reach of all fublunary difficulties;' 
and therefore feeing I have hope to be kept up by this 
power, I would not have you to look upon my lot^orany 
other that is or may be in my cafe, in , the lead deplora-. 
hie, feeing we have ground to believe, that in more or 
lei's he will perfect his power and ftrength in weaknefs. 

"Fourthly, That I may come a little, nearer to the pur- 
pofe in hand, I declare before you all, in the fight of- 
God, angels, and men, and in the fight of that fun, and 
all that he has created, that I am a moft milerable (in- 
ner, in regard of my original and actual tranfgreffions, - 
I muft confefs, they are more in number than the hairs 
of my head. They are gone up above my head, and 
are pad numbering; I cannot but fay as Jacob faid, I 
amlefs than the lead of all God's mercies; yet I mud 
declare to the exalting of his free grace, that to me, who, 
am the lead of all faints, is this grace made known, and 
that by a.drong hand, and I dare not but fay, he has 
loved me, and warned me in his own blood from all ini- 
quities, and well is it for me this.day, that ever I heard, 
°r read that faithful faying, That Jefus Chrid came into 
the world to fave finners, of whom I am chief. 

" Fifthly, I mud alfo declare .in his fight, I am the 
wofl unworthy that ever opened hismauth.to preach the : 
«nfearchablc riches of Chrid in the gofpel. Yea, the 
fcnfeof this made me altogether unwilling to fall about 
6 7 . 



fo great a work, until by the importunity of fome, whofe 
names are precious and favourv to me, and many others, 
I was prevailed with to fall about it, and yet I am hope- 
ful, not altogether without fome fruit; and if I durd fay 
it without vanity, I never found fo much of the prefence 
•of God upon my fpirit, as I have found in exercifes of 
that nature, though I mud dill confefs attended with, 
inexpreflible weaknefs, and this is the main thing for 
which I mud lay down my tabernacle this day, viz. 
That I did preach Chrid and the gofpel in feveral • 
places of this nation; for which I blefs him (as I can), 
that ever fuch a poor obfure pcrfon as I am, have been 
thus privileged by himj for making mention of his 
grace as I was able. 

" In the next place, though to many I die defired, yet 
I know, to not a few my death is not defired ; and it is 
the rejoicing of my heart, that I die in the faith of our- 
Lord jefus Chrid, who has loved me, and given himfelf 
for me, and in the faith of the prophets and apodles, 
and in this faith of theirs there is not a name under 
Heaven by which men can be faved, but the name of; 
Jefus, and in the faith of the doctrine and worlhip of 
the Kirk of Scotland, as it is now edablifhed according 
to the word of God, confeflion of faith, catechifms larger 
and fhorter; and likewife I join my tedimony againd 
Popery, perjury, profanity, herefy, and every thing con- 
trary to found doctrine. 

" In the clofe, as a dying perfon, and one who has pb- 
tained mercy of the Lord to be faithful,! would humbly 
leave it on godly miniders to be faithful for their Lord 
: and Mader, and not to hold their peace in fuch a day, 
when lb many ways are taken, for injuring of him, his 
name, way, fanctuary, ordinances, crown, and kingdom; 
I hope there will be found a party in this land, that will 
continue for him and his matters In all hazards; and as 
faithfulnefs is called for in -miniders, fo profeflprs would 
concern themfelves that they countenance not, nor abet 
any thing inconfident with former principles and prac- 
. tices. Let the land confid.er, how neutral and indifferent 
i we are grown in the matters of God, even like Ephraim 
long ago, a cake not turned. . . 

"As concerning that which is the ground of my death, 
viz. preaching here and there in fome corners;, I blefs 
my -God, I have not the lead challenge for it ; and 
i though thofe that condemned me are plealed to call fuch 
preachings rendezvoufes of rebellion, yet I mud fay 
this of them, they : were fo far from being reputed fuch 
in my eyes, that if ever Chrid had a people, or party, 
wherein his foul took pleafure, I am bold to. fay, thefe 
meetings were a great part of them ; the flrinjng and 
glory of God was eminently feen amongft thefe meetings, 
the convincing power. and. authority pf our Lord went. 
, out.with hisfervants in thofe blafphembufly nick-named 
: conventicles : this I fayi- without reflection, upon any* 
I have, a wprdto fay further, that God is calling perfphs 
to repentance, and to do their rirft, work: O that 
Scotland were, a mourning land, and that reformation 
were our practice, according as we are .fworn in the 

" Again, That Chridians pf grace and experience 
wpuld dudymore draitnefs and dability in this day, 
when fo many-are turning to the right hand, and many 
to the left; he that endureth to the end fhall be faved; 
he hath appointed the kingdom for fuch as continue 
with him in his temptations. 

" Next, if ever you expect to have the form of 
the houfe (hewed you in all the laws thereof, goings-out 
thereof, and comings-in thereof, then think it no 
fliame to take fhame to you for all, that has been done : 
fitting down on this fide Jordan, is like to be our bane. 
Oh! when fhall we get up and run after him, till he 
brings us into the promifed land, let us up and after him 
with all our heart, and never red till he return. 

" I recommend my wife and young one to the care 
and faithfulnefs of the God of Abraham, Ifaac, and Ja- 
cob; the God that fed me to this day, and who is the 
God of my falvation, their God and my God, their Fa- 
ther and my Father. I am alfo hopeful, that Chridians, 
friends and relations, will not be unmindfuj of them, 
when I am gone. 

9 G " Laftly, 



794 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



" Laftly, I do further bear my teftimony to the crofs 
of Chrift, and blcfs him that ever he counted me wor- 
thy to appear for him in fuch a lot as this : glory to him 
that ever I heard tell of him, and that ever he fell upon- 
fuch a method of dealing with me as this; and therefore 
let none that loves Chrift and his righteous caufe, be 
offended in me. 

" And as I have lived in the faith of this, that the 
three kingdoms are married lands, fo I die in the faith 
of it, that there will be a refurreclion of his name, word, 
caufe, and of all his intereft therein; though I dare not 
determine the time when, nor the manner how, but leave 
all thefe things to the infinitely wife God, who has done, 
and will do all things well. Oh that he would return 
to this land again, to repair our breaches, and take away 
our backfliding, and appear for his work! Oh that he 
would pafs by Scotland once again, and make our time it 
time of love; come Lord Jefus, come quickly ! Him- 
felf haften it fn his own time and way. The Lord is 
my light and 1 life, my joy, my fong, and my falvation ; 
the God of bis chofen be my mercy this day, and the 
enriching comforts of the Holy Ghoft keep up and 
carry me fair through, to the glory of his grace, the 
edification of his people, and my own eternal advan- 
tage. Amen. 

*« JOHN KIEVD." 

Having now given our readers a faithful account of 
the behaviour and dying fpeeches of the moft eminent 
perfons who fuffered in Scotland, we /ball return again 
for London, where the laft perfonof quality that fuffered, 
was the duke of Monmouth, whofe expedition and fuf- 
ferings are next related. 



The MARTYRDOM of JAMES, DUKE »/MON-~ 
MOUTH, -who was beheaded at Tower-HUl. 

THE laft perfbn with whom we mail conclude 
this mournful tragedy, and the greateft in it, is 
the late James, duke of Monmouth ; one indeed who, if 
he had been lefs, might have been one of the greateft 
men either in England or the world. By reafon of 
fome paffages in his life, not fo defenfiblc, it was 
thought, at firft, better to draw a veil before that unfor- 
tunate prince, and fay nothing at aft of him. But what 
allowances are made for cuftom and education, God 
only knows. I remember a fhrewd anfwer given to an 
objeaionpf this nature, Where, faid one, mould he 
learn any better ? But, however, where there has been 
any time to think foberly of paft aftions, or none of that 
nature reiterated, charity is obliged to judge favourably. 
And befides, the good Weft- Countrymen would be very 
angry if they fhould not find their mailer that they loved 
fo well, and' fuffered fo much for, among the reft of thefe 
noble heroes. ' None can deny but he was a great gene- 
ral, a man of courage and conduct, and great perlbnal 
valour, having fignalized himfelf both at Mons and 
Maeftricht, fo as to gain a high and juft reputation. He 
was all along true and firm to the Proteftant intereft in 
and out of parliament, though abhorring any bafc way 
of promoting it, as well as his friend my lord Ruffel. 
This is intended rather as a character, or very fliort 
compendium, than any hiftory of his life. He was all 
along the people's darling, whofe hearts were entirely 
his, by his courtefy and affability, as other perfons loft 
them by their fournel's and haughty pride. After Ruf- 
fcl's death he went into Flanders, whence had he prc~ 
fecuted his defign, and gone, as it is faid he intended, 
into the emperor's fervice, how many laurels might he 
have won, and how many more would now be growing 
for him ? But his fate was othcrwife. After the defeat 
of his army at Sedgmoor, he fled with my lord Gray, 
who was firft taken, and he himfelf a little after brought 
up to London, and on his attainder in parliament, be- 
headed on Tower-Hill. It is faid, a certain brave old 
officer, who then came over with him, and fince with 
the prince, offered with a fmall party of horfe to have 
ventured through the guards, and took him off the 
fcaffold. But they could not be got together ;.' histime 



was come. Providence had defigned other things, that 
our deliverance fhould be more jull, peaeeabfe,' and 
wonderful, and that the glory thereof fhould be re^ 
ferved for their facrcd majcllies king William and 
queen Mary. 

Summary of his laft IVords. 

" T REPENT in general of all my fins, and am more 
particularly concerned for what blood hath been 
fpilt on my account, and the rather feeing the iifue is 
fuch as I fear will prove of fatal confequence to the 
reformed Proteftant religion. 

" Inftead of being counted factious and rebellious, the 
very oppofing Popery and arbitrary power, now arifing 
and appearing prain enough, would fufhcicntly have 
protected my caufe ; befides, feveral other molt heinous 
and notorious crimes (fuch as the unhappy fate of the 
earl of Effex, and my father of ever blefied memory, 
and others now covered over with jefuitical policy), 
fhould have been dete&ed and avenged. 

" I have lived and fhall now die in the faith of this, 
that God will work a deliverance for his people, and 
then will be difcoveredthe great and horrid, and fcarcely 
to be paralleled villanies our enemies have been guilty 
of ; but now you fee my cafe is defperate, yet know that 
I die a martyr for the people, and fhall rather pity the 
ftate, that their falfe and covetous minds have brought 
themfelves and me to, than difcovcr who are the 
perfons concerned in my overthrow ; and I heartily 
forgive all that have wronged me, even thole that have 
been inftrumental in my fall, carneftly praying for 
their fouls. 

«* And I hope king James wilf fhew himfelf to be of 
his brother's blood, and extend his mercy to my chil- 
dren, even as he was wont to his greateft enemies, they 
being not capable to aft, and therefore not confeious of 
any offence againft the government." 



NOW Argylc and Monmouth being laid in their 
graves, king James was fo puffed up with a petty 
viftory over a few clubmen, and fo wrapt up with 
a conceit, that he had now conquered the whole nation, 
(fo that now believing himfelf imprcgnable)he refolvcs 
to be revenged upon the weftern people for fiding with 
his capital enemy Monmouth, and to thatpurpofc, fends 
down his executioner in ordinary, Jeffreys,' not to 
decimate according to the heathen way of mercy, but 
with the beefom of his cruelties, to fweep the country 
before him, and to depopulate inftead of punifh; 
at which time acquaintance or relation of any that fell in 
the field, with a flender circumftancc tacked to either, 
was a crime fufficient for the extirpation of the family. 
And young and old were hanged by clnftcrs, as if the 
chief juftice had defigned to raife the price of halters: 
befides the great number of thofe that upon bare fulpi- 
cion were tranfported beyond fea, and there fold for 
flaves ; and the purchafe-money given away to fatisfy the 
hunger of needy Papifts. After-ages will read with afto- 
nifhment the barbarous ufage of thofe poor people ; ol 
which, among many inftances, this one may fcem fuffi- 
cient, whereby to take the dimenfions of all the reft : that 
when the fifterof the two Hewlings hung upon the chief 
juftice's coach, imploring mercy on the behalf of her 
brothers, the mcrcilefs judge, to make her let go, caufed 
the coachman to cut her hands and fingers with tin: 
lafh of his whip. Nor would he allow the refpite of the 
cxecution but for two days, though the filter with tears in 
her eyes offered a hundred pounds for fo fmall a favour, 
And whoever fheltcred any of thole forlorn creatures, 
were hurried to the fkugbtcr-houfc with the fame inex- 
orable outrage, without any confidcration cither of as <: 
or fex ; witnefs the execution of the lady Liflc at 1\ i»- 
chefter. As for Argyle and the duke, though they' 
might die pitied, yet in regard they had declared open 
hoftility, it was no more than upon ill fuccefs they were 

Now,, to complete our Weftern martyrology, and ^ 
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we may not be too tedious, fhall proceed to give the par- 
ticular" cafes of thole that were condemned and exe- 
cuted in the Weft, with their Chriftian behaviour and 
dying fpceches, as their plain country friends have 
[,'rcferved thein. 

■ .. 8 == g ^ g fr Ht -- = j p ..,. 

the MARTYRDOM of Mr. MATTHEW BRAGG. 

MR. Matthew Bragg, the next fufferer Under con- 
fideration was a gentleman defcended from an ■ 
ancient and good family ; he was bred an attorney, in 
which he praclifed the law: his cafe being this, he hap- 
pened to be upon the road riding home to his houfe, be- 
ing come from a gentleman's houfe for whom he kept 
courts. He, as before, being met with by a party of 
horfe belonging to the duke of Monmouth, who were 
going to fearch the houfe of a Roman-Catholic for arms, 
who lived two or three miles from the place where they 
met him, they required him to go with them, and fhew 
them the way, he knowing the country better than they 
did; he defiredto be excufed, telling them, It was none 
of his bufinefs, and befides he had no arms. But his ex- 
cufes fignified nothing, they forced him amongft them, 
where they went ; when being come, a party immediately 
entered the houfe, and fearched it: Mr'. Bragg never 
difmounted, they being then fatisfied, took him along 
with them to Chard, where the duke of Monmouth then 
was. Being there, after having fet up his horfe where 
he ufed to do, often having occafion there, he was much 
tampered with to engage in the defign, but he refufed 
it ; hut the next morning made hafte out of town, not 
feeing the' duke at all ; calling for his horfe, it was told 
him, that it was feized for the duke's fcrvicc. So then 
he took his cane and gloves, and walked to his own 
houfe, which was about five or fix miles, and was no 
more concerned in the affair, than that after the duke's 
defeat at King's-Sedgemoor, fome bufy perfon informed, 
and required a warrant from a juftice of peace for the 
faid Mr. Bragg, who obliged himfelf to enter into a re- 
cognizance to appear at the next aflizes ; the faid juftice 
accounting the matter in itfelf but trivial ; and indeed 
all men did judge him out of danger. At Dorchefter 
he appeared in court to difcharge his bail, on which he 
was prcfently committed, and the next day being ar- 
raigned, pleading not guilty, put himfelf on the trial, 
by God and his country, which found him and twenty- 
eight more of thirty guilty ; the lord chief juftice often 
faying, If any lawyer or parfon came under his infpec- 
tion, they mould not efcape ; the evidence againft him 
was the Roman-Catholic, whofe houfe was fearched, and 
a woman of ill fame, to whom the lord chief juftice was 
wonderfully kind ; but his evidence, which were more 
than twenty, to prove his innocence, fignified nothing, 
the jury being well inftru&ed by the lord chief juftice. 

'hus found guilty, fentence wasprefently pronoun- 
ced, and execution awarded, notwithftanding all the 
ititereft that was made for him, as before obferved. 

Being now condemned on Saturday, and ordered to 
be executed on Monday, he fpent the refidue of his little 
time very devoutly, and much becoming a good Chrif- 
tian, and a true Proteftant of the church of England, all 
which availed nothing with this Proteftant judge. He 
was frequently vifited by a worthy divine of the church 
°f England, who fpent much time with him, and re- 
ceived great fatisfaftion from him. The faid divine told 
n 'e, That his deportment, behaviour, and converfation, 
v «>s ft) much like an extraordinary Chriftian, that lie 
r °uld not in the leaft doubt but this violent palTage 
would put him into the fruition of happinefs. He wifhed 
delired a little longer time, out of no other defign, 
but thoroughly to repent of his fins, and make himfelf 
more fenfiblc of, and fit for to receive the inheritance 
"at is prepared for thofc that continue in well doing to 
ll 'c end. When he came to the place of execution with 
jjfeat courage and refolution, being as he faid, prepared 
death, he behaved himfelf very gravely and devoutly, 
"'hen he was on the ladder, being allied, Whether he 
v as not forry for his being concerned in the rebellion ? 



He replied, That he knew of none that he was guilty 
of ; and prayed them not to trouble him ; adding, He 
was not the iirft that was martyred : he was fo much a 
Chriftian as to forgive his enemies. And after fome 
private devotions he fuddenlv was tranflated, as we have 
all hopes to believe, from earth to heaven. The "only- 
favour of tilts Proteftant judge was, to give his body to 
his friends, in order to it's interment amongft his family. 



The MARTYRDOM of Mr. SMITH, Covjlahle of 
Chardftock, at the fame lime. 

THE next eminent perfon that ftiffercd with him 
at the fame time and place, was one Mr. Smith, 
who was conftable of Chardftock, who having fome 
money in his hands that belonged to the militia, Which 
came to the knowledge of fome of the duke's friends, 
they obliged him to deliver it to them, which he was 
forced to do ; and for this was indicted for high- 
treafon, in affifting the duke of Monmouth, to which 
he pleaded Not guilty. The evidence againft him were 
the fame with thofe that had been againft Mr. Bragg. 
The faid Mr. Smith informed the court and the jury, 
what little credit ought to be given to the evidence. 
The lord chief juftice thundered at him, faying, Thou 
villain, methinks I fee thee already with a halter about 
thy neck ; thou impudent rebel, to challenge thefe evi- 
dences that are for the king. To which the prifoncr re- 
plied very boldly, My lord, I now fee which way I am 
going, and right or wrong I muft die ; but this I com* 
fort myfelf with, that your lordfhip can only deftroy my 
body ; it is out of your power to touch my foul. God 
forgive your rafiinefs ; pray, my lord, know it is not a 
fmall matter you are about, the blood of man is more 
precious than the whole world. He then was ftopped 
from faying any more. The evidences being heard, a 
Ariel charge was given the jury about him. To be 
fliort, the jury brought him in guilty ; fo that he with 
the reft received fentence of death all together, and 
were executed on Monday; but by particular order from 
my lord, he was ordered to be firft executed. The day 
being come for execution, being Monday, he with a 
courage undaunted was brought to the place, where 
with Chriftian exhortations to his brethren that fuffered 
with him, he was ordered to prepare, being the firft to 
be executed, where he fpoke the following words : 

" Christian Friends, 

" I AM now, as you fee, launching into eternity ; 
fo that it may be expected I fhould fpeak fomething be- 
fore I leave this miferablc world, and pafs through thofe 
fuffcrings, which are dreadful to flcfh and blood; which 
indeed fhall be but little, becaufe I long to be before a 
juft judge, where I mull give an account, not only for 
the occafion of my fuffcrings now, but for fins long un- 
repented of, which indeed have brought me to this dif- 
mal place and fhameful death. And truly, dear coun- 
trymen, having ranfacked my foul, I cannot find my fmall 
concern with the duke of Monmouth doth deferve this 
heavy judgment on me j but I know, as I faid before, it 
is for fins long unrepented of ; I die in charity with all 
men ; I defire all of you to bear me witnefs, I die a true 
profeiTor of the church of England; befeeching the 
Lord ilill to Hand up in the defence of it. God forgive 
my paffionate judge, and cruel and hafty jury; God 
forgive them, they know not what they have done. God 
blefs the king ; and though his judges had no mercy on 
me, I wifh he may find mercy when he ftandeth mod 
in need of it : make him, O Lord, a nurfing father ro 
the church; let mercy flow abundantly from him, if it 
be thv-will, to thofe poorprifoners, to be hereafter tried ; 
and, Lord, if it be thy holy will, ftop this iffuc of Chrif- 
tian blood, and let my guiltlefs blood be the laft fpilt 
on this account. Gentlemen all, farewell, farewell all 
the things of the world." 

^ Then having fung fome few verfes of a pfiilm, and 
put up fome private ejaculations to himfelf, he laid, " O 
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Lord, into thy hands Ici 



nmeud my fpirit ;" and fo fub- 
, September 7, 1685. 



the MARTYRDOM of Mr. JOSEPH SPEED, of 
Culliton. 

THIS man fullered at the fame time and place: wh< 
he came near the place of his execution, Ipying \~ 
countryman and friend, he called him, and faid, I a 
glad to fee you here now, becaufe I am not known in 
thefeparts; being anfvvered byhisfriend, I am forry tofee 
you in this condition: he replies, It is the belt day I ever 
faw; I thank God I have not led my life as unchriflian- 
like as many have done, having fince the years of fixteei 
always had the checks of conference on me, which mad. 
me to avoid many grofs and grievous fins ; my courfe of 
life hath been well known to you, yet I cannot juftif'y mv- 
felf ; all men err. I have not been the leaft of finners, 
therefore cannot excufe myfelf; but fince my confine- 
ment I have received fo great a comfort, in fomc affu- 
rance of the pardon of my fins, that I can now fay, I 
am willing to die, to be diflolved, and to be with Chrift, 
and fay to death, Where is thy fling ? And to grave, 
Where is thy victory ? Being afked by Come rude fol- 
diers, whether he was not forry for the rebellion he was 
found guilty of ? He courageoufly replied, If you call 
it a rebellion, I afiure you I had no finiller ends in being 
concerned; for my whole defign in taking up arms 
under the duke of Monmouth, was to fight for the Pro- 
teftant religion, which my own confeience dictated me 
to, and which the faid duke declared for, and had, I 
think, a lawful call and warrant for fo doing, and do 
not queftion, if I have committed any fin in it, but 
that it is pardoned : pray, Mr. Sheriff, let me be trou- 
bled no more in anfwering of queflions, but give me 
leave to prepare myfelf (thofe few minutes I have left) 
for another world, and go to my Jefus, who is ready to 
receive me : then calling to his friend, who flood very 
near him, faid, My dearfriend, you know I have a dear 
wife and children, who will find me wanting, being 
fomewhat incumbered in the world; let me defireyou as 
a dying man, to fee that fhe be not abufed ; and as for 
my poor children, I hope the Father of heaven will 
take care of them, and give them grace to be dutiful to 
their diftreffed mother ; and fo with my dying love to 
all my friends, when you fee them, I take leave of you, 
and them, and all the world, defiring your chriftian 
prayers for me to the lafl moment; then repeating fome 
fentences of fcripturc, as, Coloffians iii. 1, 2. .If ye 
then, &c. and praying verv fervently, faid, I thank 
God I have fatisfaftion ; I am ready and willing to fuf- 
fer fhame for his name : and fo pouring forth fome pri- 
vate ejaculations to himfelf, and lifting up his hands, the 
excciftioner did his office: the foldiers then prefent faid, 
They never before were fo taken with a dying man's 
fpeech; his courage and chriftian-like refolution caufed 
many violent men againft the prifoners, to repent of 
their tyranny towards them ; fome of whom in a fhort 
time died full of horror : and thus fell this good man, 
a true Proteftant, and one that held out to the laft. 



The Martyrdom of John Sprage and Colonel 
Holmes, at Bridport and Lyme. 

JOHN Sprage, who fuffered at Bridport, was a very 
good man, and behaved himfelf with a great deal of 
chriftian-like courage to the end : his fpeech and his de- 
votions, &c. muft be omitted, not being poffible to take 
them, by reafon of the rudenefs, &c. and the fhortnefs 
of the time allowed him by the officers. 

There were executed with Mr. John Sprage twelve in 
the county of Dorfet. Mr. John Sprage of Lyme, a 
man more fit to die, than he that condemned him was fit 
to live : he was a zealous Chriftian, and a man that in a 
manner lived in heaven while on earth ; he was but of 
an ordinary eftate in this world : but to be fhort, his 
praife, his worth, his fame will never die in thofe places 
where known : he went about doing good., even in his 



worldly employments, as I have been credibly informed, 
hardly any thing coming that way, but what his fpiri" 
tual meditations were upon. He was apprehended near 
Salifbury, brought to DDrchefter, where I faw hj,,,^ 
veral times, and was converfant with him before his 
trial ; he carried himfelf very moderately to all; f om j 
of divers principles in mattersof religion, he continually 
prayed with them, advifing and inftruaing them to 
thofe holy duties which were neceffary to falvatioi) 
Being afked, how he could endure thofe haidfhips he had 
undergone fince his being taken ? Says he, If this be al! 
it is not fo much ; but my friend, if you were to take a! 
journey in thofe ways you were not acquainted with, you 
would (I hope) defire advice from thofe that had for- 
merly ufed thofe ways, or lived near by them : Yes, fays 
he. Then laid he, The ways of affliction which I have 
lately travelled in, I had advice many a time from a mi- 
nifter, who hath often told his congregation of the trou- 
blefomcncfs of the road, and of the difficulty of "earner 
through ; and hath given me, and hundreds of others to 
underftand the pits and ftones in the way, and how to 
avoid them; he has been a man ufed to thefe roads many 
years; I have taken his advice; I am got thus far oil 
comfortably, and I iruft (hall do fo to the end; I am 
not afraid to fight a duel with death, if fo it muft be: 
now I thank God I can truly fay, O death, where is thy 
fling? And, O. grave, where is thy vi8ory ? Two or 
three days after their fentence, they were drawn to exe- 
cution, but were very rudely and opprobrioufly dealt 
with, to the fhame of thofe that then had thecharge over 
them; their rigour unto them was more like Turks than 
Chriftians. But to conclude, being come to the place of 
execution he prayed very devoutly with them al), but 
by the rudenefs of the guards, there could be no copy 
taken that could be faid to be true: all of them died very 
courageoufly, cfpecially this ftout chriftian champion, 
who fpokctothem in thefc words (looking on the foldiers) 
faying, Little do you think that this very body of mine, 
which you are now come to fee cut in pieces, will one 
day rife up in judgment againft you, and be your ac- 
cufer, for your delight in fpilling of chriftian blood; the 
heathens have far more mercy: O it is fad, when Eng- 
land muft out-ftrip Infidels and Pagans ! but pray take 
notice, do not think that I am not in charity with you; 
I am fo far, that I forgive you and all the world; and 
do defire the God of mercies to forgive you, and open 
r hearts, and turn you from darknels to light, and 
1 the power of Satan to the Lord Jefus Chrift; and 
fo farewell. I am going out of the power of you all; 
I have no dependence but upon my bleffcd Redeemer, 
to whom I commit my dear wife and children, and ail 
my family. 

There were many of note executed at Lyme, par- 
ticularly colonel Holmes, who was the firft of thofe 
there executed, near the fame place where they landed, 
when they came afhorc with the duke of Monmouth, 
being brought to the place after fomc difficulty ; for the 
horfes that were firft put into the fledge would not ftir, 
which obliged thofe concerned to get others, which 
did from the coachman, who had that morning brc 

l to town ; when they were put into the fledge, they 
broke it in pieces, which caufed the prifoners to go or 
foot to the place of execution; where being come, a: 
I told you before, the colonel began thus at the foot or 
the ladder: he fat down with an afpe£t altogether void 
f fear, but, on the contrary, with a kind of fmiling 
ountcnance, began to fpeak to the fpectators to this 
purpofe, that he would give them an account of hi* 
firft undertaking in the defign, which was long before in 
London; for there he agreed to ftand by, and aflift the 
duke of Monmouth, when opportunity offered; i" °'' 
dcr to which, he went to Holland with him, and there 
continued until this expedition, in which God had 
ihought fit to fruftrate his and other good men's expec- 
tations : he believed the Proteftant religion was bleedinfj, 
and in a ftep towards extirpation, and therefore he wiw 
thefe his brethren that were to fuffer with him, and 
thoufands more, had adventured their lives and their all 
fave it ; but God Almighty had not appointed them 
to be the inftruments in fo glorious a work ; yet no'' 
withftandi.'.g 
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, v jlMlanding he did verily believe, and doubted not, 
tl, a t God would make life 'of others, that Ihould meet 
,vith better luccefs though the way or means was not 
vct vifiblc, but of this he did not doubt; he alio was 
(atisfied of the duke's title, fo that matter did not afflift 
him on account of his engaging on this (core : and going 
„„ further with a difcotn le of this nature, he was afked 
bv a perfon, Why he did not pray for the king ? He 
with a f mi ling countenance aniwered, I am lorry you 
do not yet underhand the difference between fpeaking 
and praying: and having ended his dilcourfe, he then 
prepared himfelf by prayer for his dilfolution, which 
for half an hour was very devout and pious. 

Having finifhed his prayer, he took occafion to 
fpeak to his fuffering brethren, taking a folemn leave of 
tliem, encouraging them to hold out to. the end, and not 
to waver, obferving that this being a glorious fun- 
fliiiiing day, I doubt not, though our brcakfaft be fharp 
and bitter, it will prepare us, and make us meet for a 
comfortable flipper, with our God and Saviour, where 
all !in and forrow fliall be wiped away; fo embracing 
each of them, and killing of them, told thefherifF, You 
ice I am imperfect, only one arm, 1 fhall want afliftance 
to help me upon this tragical ftage ; which was prcfently 
done, and execution fuddenly took place. 

The colonel with eleven more were brought from 
Dorcheltcr to Lyme, fix in a coach, and fix in a carts 
as he was drawn through the town, he cheerfully be- 
holding the people, advifed them not to be difcouraged 
at their feverc deaths ; for that though it was their hard 
fortunes to lofe the day in fo good a caufe, yet he qucf- 
tionednot but it would he revived again, and by Rich 
means as he nor they could not imagine ; God, I hope 
and trull, will never let this nation fall into Popery. 
Being brought to the inn, where they flopped near two 
hours, until the butchers had prepared every thing for 
the (laughter, they were vilited by a very worthy divine, 
and vicar of that'town, who offered them thofe fpiritual 
helps, ufual on thofe occafions, which Come of them 
embraced, and others not; thcirprinciples being differ- 
ent from the church of England. The gaoler fpeaking 
to colonel Holmes to knock off his irons, he (aid, 
Great men of Hate wear chains, and it is accounted 
for their honour, but though there is a vail difference 
betwixt thofe golden ones and mine, yet I take mine 
to be more honourable, as that good apoflle laid, he 
accounted it an honour to fuller lhame for his mailer's 
name; the Hedge being in readinefs they prepared to 
enter it; hut alas! who Ihould draw fuch men to exe- 
cution? Though men were fo bloody, the very beads 
rcfufed to draw them ; and inftcad of going forward, 
they went backwards, and could by no' means be made 
tu do it, which lb enraged 1'ome pcrfons, that they 
took the coach-horfes out of the coach, and placed 
than to the (ledge; but prcfently the fledge broke in 
pieces; then fpokc this worthy good man: Pray, gen- 
tlemen, you fee all your drivings will not do to draw 
us to execution, I verily believe there is more in it 
tlitni you are aware of; pray read about the prophet, 
that went out of God's way, his bead law what he could 
not, and turned afide. Give us leave and we will 
v.v.lk to the place. 

licing there come, the colonel prepared firll to mount 
t'l.it tragical llage, the heads of his fpcech you have 
h-H>rc; embracing his fellow-fulfcrcrs, and killing them, 
and giving them fome fpiritual comforts; lie deli red 
help of the fhcriff to go up the ladder, having but one 
arm, and the gallows higher than ordinary, which was 
granted ; and in a fliort time after the executioner per- 
formed his tafk. 

The colonel in his prayer not mentioning the king, 
he was charged as before; to which he replied, He 
prayed foY him in general, praving for all mankind, 
'hus fell the valiant and good Chriftian, colonel 
Holmes ; his dying words were afterwards found to 
wmctopafs; he was much lamented by all that faw 
him, except by fome, who, it was feared, were deli- 
vered up to a feared confeience. 
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J "TZvMartyrd. m e/Meflis. Sampson Lar ke, Chris- 
topher. Uattiscomb, Dr. Tempie, Captains 
Matthews, Madders, and Kidd, Mr. JosEMt 
Tyler, &c. OV. 

MR, Sampfon Larke, who was a very eminent, pious 
man, and had lived in that town, but a little before, 
many years; he was there well acquainted, and all peo- 
ple that knew him had a value for him, behaving himfelf 
with that humility and circumfpeclion, as nobody could 
have any occafion but to value him : he defigned to have 
fpoken Ibinewhat on a portion of feripturc, and was be- 
ginning, having mentioned the place he intended to 
fpeak upon, but was interrupted, and told, the work of 
the day being great, they Ihould want time. So then he 
flopped, and replied, He could make application where 
he Ihould not meet with interruption : and fo applied 
himfelf to prayer, which he performed with great devo- 
tion and zeal for a quarter of an hour, to the great latis- 
faftion of the auditors; and fo taking leave of his fuf- 
fering brethren, he mounted the ftage, which was to be 
the kill aft he made in this world : being on the ladder, 
he faw fome of his friends and neighbours weeping and 
mourning for him, to whom he fpokc, Pray weep not 
for me, I am going to a place of blifs and happinefs, 
wherefore pray repair to your houfes, and ere you get 
thither, I doubt not but I fliall be happy with my God 
and Saviour, where all tears fliall be wiped away, and 
nothing fliall remain but hallelujahs to all eternity. 

There was alfo Mr. William Hewling, of London, a 
young gentleman under twenty, who came over with the 
duke of Monmouth ; he feemcd to be in a calm and 
compofed frame of fpirit, and with a great deai of cou- 
rage and ferioufners he behaved himlelf. There is al- 
ready fomething laid of his converfation and dilcourfe ; 
therefore we fliall fay nothing more of him, but that in 
all manner of appearance he died a good Chrillian, a 
true Protcflant, and doubtlcfs now enjoys the benefit of 
it. There were feveral worthy gentlemen more there 
executed, viz. Mr. Chri/lopher Battifcomb, Dr. Tem- 
ple, captain Madders, captain Matthews, captain Kid, 
&c. in all, twelve, who all of them died with that 
courage and refolution as became Cbriftians. 

We proceed now to other parts of" the country, where 
with the like butchery were only five executed, amongft 
whom was one Mr. Tyler, of Brillol, who had had a 
command in the duke's army, where he behaved himfelf 
very (loutly to the lafl; after the army was difperfed, he 
among others was taken, received'- fentencc of death at 
Dorcheller, and here brought for the completion of the 
fame, and from thence we hope was tranflated to heaven. 
He (pent his time between the fentence and execution 
verv devoutly, in confirming and itrcngthening thofe 
that were to be bis fellow-fufferers; and made it his bufi- 
nefs to bring them to a willingncfs to fubmit to, and a 
preparcdnefs for death : the day being come, and he 
brought to the place of execution, he thus fpoke, My 
friends, you fee I am now on the brink of eternity, and 
in a few minutes fhall be but clay ; you expeft I fhould 
fay fomething, as is ufual in fuch cafes; as to the matter 
of fact I die for, it doth not much trouble me, knowing 
to myfelf the ends for which I engaged with the duke of 
Monmouth were both yood and honourable. Here be- 
ing flopped, and not fuffcred to proceed further, he then 
comforted his fellow-fufferers, defiring them tojoin with 
him in finging an hymn, which he himfelf compofed for 
the occafion. 

When the hymn was finifhed, he prayed devoutly for 
half an hour; after prayer he gave great fatisfaftion to 
all prefent of his affurance of heaven, had many weep- 
in" eyes for him, and was much lamented in the town, 
though a flranger to the place ; fo unbuttoning himfelf, 
laid 10 the executioner, I fear not what man can do unto 
me ; I pray thee do thy work in mercy, for I forgive 
thee with all my heart, and I alfo pray to God to for- 
give thee; do not mangle my body too much; and fo 
lifting up his hands to heaven, the executioner did his 
office. There was alfo one William Cox that died with 
him, who alfo died very courageoufly, defpifing the 
fhame, in hopes and expectation of a future better ciiate. 
y II He 
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He and his two fons were fome of the firft that came to 
the duke of Monmouth, and all taken, and all con- 
demned together : the father only flittered, the fons by 
providence were preferved. When he was going to 
execution he defired to fee his fons, then in another 
prifon in the town, to whom he gave his bleffing; and 
though he was going to be executed, yet had that 
fatisfaaion to hope that Almighty God would preferve 
them, which really happened. 



Account of Meffrs. Glisson, John Savage, Richard 

HALtJOHN SPRAGUE, flWWlLLIAM ClEGG, -lvIo 

-were executed at Sherborne. 

THERE were twelve executed at Sherborne, in the 
fame county, who all died courageoufly, efpecially 
one Mr. Gliflon, of Yeovil, in the county of Somerfet ; 
his extraordinary deportment and carriage at the place of 
execution, was fo very considerable, as gave great fatis- 
faaion to his friends, and amazement to his enemies. He 
declared to the world that he was a true Proteftant, and 
had not engaged with the duke of Monmouth, but j udged 
it high time to ftand up for the fame, though God Al- 
mighty had thought fit to fruftrate his defigns, and to 
bring him to that place to Teal the fame with his blood. 

Likewifc, John Savage and Richard Hall, of Culliton, 
in the county of Devon, fuffered at the fame time and 
place; in their particular converfation they valued thofe 
moll that they faw moft of piety in, and pitied others 
that they faw not fo well prepared ; faying, that the 
remembrance of our vanity may caufe companion to- 
wards Rich as were in fuch a condition ; exhorting all 
to be ferious, and to confider their latter end, which 
deferved the greateft attention of mind; the way to die 
comfortably, being to prepare for it fcrioufly ; and if 
God fhould miraculoufly preferve us from this dealh now 
before our eyes, it fhould be the duty of us all to fpend 
the remaining part of our time in fuch a manner as now, 
when we fee death juft at the door. At the hour of ex- 
ecution their chcerfuluefs and comfort was much in- 
creafed, faying, Now the will of God will be done, and 
he hath moft certainly chofen that for us which is belt ; 
with many other fuch like Chriftian exprefllons, too 
tedious here to be inferted, becaufe we defign to keep 
to our firlt intentions, and not to fwcll the account too 
large. Upon the whole, after they had with much ear- 
neltnefs recommended their fouls to the all-wife God by 
prayer, they all with much content and fatisfaaion fub- 
mitted thcmfelves to the executioner, not doubting of a 
happy tranflation, and accordingly were executed and 
quartered ; the reft of the executions in this county, as 
at Weymouth, Pool, Shafton, Wimborne, &c. not being 
afcertaincd, we (hall pafs over, and only give you parti- 
cular touches, which we faw to our perfea knowledge. 

John Sprague and William Clegg, of Culliton, in 
the county of Devon, were condemned at Exon, and 
there brought to be executed. Before they were brought 
into the place, a meffenger came from the prifoners with 
a requeft to the vicar of the parifh, to defire his com- 
pany and afliltance in this their extremity, and to admi- 
nifter thofe fpiritual helps that were fuitable to men in 
their circumftances. Accordingly the faid minifter 
came very readily, and did demand of them, What 
they had 'to defire of him? The dying perfons an- 
fwered, They defired his prayers. Accordingly he 
prayed with them a confiderable fpace of time. And 
after that, he _afked of them feveral queftions, for to 
give him and the world fatisfaaion of the prepared con- 
dition they were in, in order to their launching into eter- 
nity, efpecially about the doarine of non-reiiftance. 
John Sprague very foberly and moderately replied, but 
whetherTatisfaaory or not, we leave to the reader; He 
believed that no Chriftian ought to refill a lawful posver; 
but the cafe being between Popery and Proteftantifm, 
altered the matter; and the latter being in danger, he 
believed that it was lawful for him to do what he did, 
though God in his providence had thought fit to bring 



him to this place of execution. After reading a chap- 
ter out of the Corinthians, and finging a pfalm fuiuh|« 
to theoccafion.he very vehemently and fervently recom- 
mended his foul to the all-wife God by prayer for neat 
half an hour, to the great fatisfaaion of all that heard 
him ; then his wife and children coming to him, weep- 
ing bitterly, he embraced them in his arms, faying 
Weep not for me, but weep for yourfelves, and for your 
fins, for that he had that quiet fatisfaaion, that he was 
only going to be tranflated into a date of blifs and hap- 
pinefs, where he iTiould fin and forrow no more, but 
that all tears ihould be wiped away, wifhing them to be 
diligent in the fervice of God. Then recommending 
his wife and children to the proteaion of the Almighty 
God, who had promifed to be a hulband to the widow, 
and a father to the fatherlefs, who was faithful and able 
to make up their lofs in him, in that which mould be 
better for them than he could be ; defiring God to be a 
refuge for them to fly to lor fecurity and prefervation 
from the troubles that feemed to threaten this poor na- 
tion: the which they did,conl'cientioully perform, though 
death here made a' feparation, he doubted not of meet- 
ing them in heaven at lalt. And fo the executioner 
performed his tafk. 

In the interim his brothcr-fufFerer, William Clegg, 
was all the time on his knees, praying to himfelf with a 
Iteming zeal ; fuddenly after which, his time being 
come to follow his brother, he only told the people, 
That his fellow-lutFerer had fpoken what he thought 
was necc-fiary, and they were alio his fetuimcntsj anil 
fo fubmitted to execution. 



An Account of Mr. Rose, Mr. Evans, (sc. ivbo were 
executed at Axminjler and Honiton. 

npHERE was one executed at Axminfter, whore 
JL name was Mr. Role ; he was a gunner that landed, 
with the duke of Monmouth, he had great refolution, 
and not at all Uartled with the fear of death. He faid, 
That he defied death, and all them that were the occa- 
fion of it. He was very courageous, and died fo. He 
fpent fome time in private prayer, and was not allowed 
time, becaufe there was to be an execution at Honiton; 
fo that his execution being over, wc palled on to Honi- 
ton, where four were executed, one of which was a 
chirurgeon, his name, as is fuppofed, was Mr. Port, 
who behaved himfelf with that extraordinary Chriltian 
courage, that all the fpcaators were almolt aftonifhed, 
he being but young, about twenty, his prayers being 
fervent, his exprefllons fo pithy, and fo becoming a 
Chriftian of greater age, that drew pity and companion 
from all prefent; a rude fellow, jult before he was 10 
be executed, called for a bottle of wine, and fo began 
drinking the king's health to one of the guard, which 
he perceiving, Poor foul, faid he, your cup fecinetii to 
be fweet to vou, and von think mine is bitter; which 
indeed is fo to flefh and blood ; but vet I have that 
afiurance of the fruition of a future (late, that I doubt 
not but this bitter potion will be fwectened with the 
loving-kindnefs of my dearclt Saviour, that 1 (halt be 
tranflated into fuch a ftate, where is fulnefs of joy and 
pleafure for evermore. 

Likewife Mr. Evans, a minifter, ought not to be 
omitted, who did all along, in the time of his confine- 
ment in prifon, behave himfelf with that devotion and 
llrianefs, that became a Chriftian of great eminency, 
as indeed he was; he fpent much of his time in preach- 
ing and praying to his fellow-prifohers, exhorting them 
to hold out to the end; he at laft by appointment 
being condemned, was executed by himfelf; at which 
time and place he behaved himfelf with great courage 
and devotion, and with a great willingncl's and cheer- 
fulnefs he fubmitted to execution. There might have 
been much more faid of this worthy man, but becaufe 
we will keep to our defign, (hall be omitted. Man/ 
others, who were alio very eminent, fullered in this 
county, for afferting and endeavouring to fecure the 
Proteftant religion. 
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the MARTYRDOM of Mr. SIMON HAMLING 
and Mr. CATCH ETT, at Taunton. 

IT is now nccefTary to add, the unfortunate, cafe of 
Mr. Simon Hamling, at Taunton, in order to fhew 
that fometimes innocency will not protect. Mr. Ham- 
ling was formerly an inhabitant of the place, but of 
late years had lived two or three miles from thence ; 
l, e was a very honeft, worthy, good Chriftian; but 
was a dillenter, and indeed in the judgment of fome 
fiery men, that might be crime enough, as did too 
fadly appear in divers cafes. But to our purpofe : 
Mr. Hamling living in the country, hearing of the 
duke of Monmouth's being in town, he there came to 
f'peak with his fon, who lived in that place; where 
being come, he gave him advice, which was, that as he 
cxpetted his blefhng and countenance, he mould not at 
all concern himfelf in the matter, but fubmit to the will 
of God in all things. And having thus advifed his fon, 
he returns home; and two days after came again to town 
on a market-day with his wife, to buy provifions for 
his family, and returned to his houfe again. And this 
was all the times he was in town while the duke was there. 
But after the bufinefs was over, he was brought in on 
fufpicion, being a diffenter, that was crime enough, ex- 
cept money appeared to a juftice of that town, who 
ufually did commit or difrnils as that appeared. This 
man was arraigned at Taunton, pleaded not' guilty. The 
matter above is the truth of this cafe ; the evidences were 
two profligate rafcals, that had encouragement from 
the juftice, they ufually doing what he put them on. 
The prifoner had many to prove this fa&, and his ho- 
nelty; but this did not avail, the jury found him guilty, 
with two more, who were prefently fentenced, and next 
morning executed, to be examples to others. It is faid, 
the juftice made application to our famous Proteftant 
judge, and hinted fome miftake concerning him. To 
which, as I have been informed, he fhould reply, you 
have brought him on ; if he be innocent, his blood be 
upon you. Which was a very fine reply from a merciful 
judge, but nothing clle could be expected, as the whole 
ueatife evinceth : the tender mercies of the wicked 
being cruel. This man behaved himfelf very worthily 
at the place of execution, and did at the laft declare 
his crime to be the fame as is above mentioned, and 
not otherwife. Thus fell this pious Chriltian, a man 
by all Tober people that knew him beloved, and dif- 
refpc&cd bv none but loofe villains, who took away 
his life at laft. 

There was one Mr. Catchett executed with him, his 
crime, being a conftable of the hundred, he was fur- 
prifed by a party of the duke's, and fhewed a warrant 
to bring in provifions and other necelTaries for the life 
of the army, which if he had not obeyed, was threat- 
ened to have his houfe burnt, &c. fo that he was obliged 
to do what he did for his own prefervation ; but this was 
not fulficieivt, for being found guilty, he was alio 
executed at the fame time and place. 



fbe Emiarrajfments and Efcape of Mr. THOMAS 
LA WRENC.li;, &c. &c. 

MR. THOMAS LAWRENCE, at Dorchefter, was 
alio dealt very hardly with. He had the managing 
°f an eftate belonging to a perfon of quality, who had 
a barn in the parifh of Lyme, where the duke landed. 
The day after his landing a party came and took away 
three horfes from off this eftate, which he having the 
•mil and care of, makes application to the duke for 
•hem, adding, that he ought not to fufier any of his maf- 
te r's goods to be wanting, but mull endeavour to reco- 
ver tlicm again. Thus he entreated the duke for the 
wiles, but'all would not prevail; but at lad had one, 
a "d was forced to leave two. This was looked on as 
an abetting, judged to be by confent. After the defeat 
was given, he was had before a juftice of the peace, 
) v ')o bound him over to the affizes, where appearing, 
lle was committed; pleaded not guilty on his trial, 
v "ich he pleaded to very honcftly, yet was found guilty, 



and fentenced to die. My lord was excellent at improve- 
ment, it was thought he would, if poffible, have brought 
in the gentleman that owned the eftate, who was very 
rich. This honeft Mr. Lawrence was to be facrificed, 
and his execution ordered to be at Warham ; but my 
lord's favourite got a reprieve for him by the help of 
four hundred pounds, two hundred pounds being actu- 
ally paid, the other fecured by bond. 

I promifed, before I conclude, to give fome account 
of the barbarous and cruel whippings, which were exe- 
cuted on many good, honeft, and fufficient perfons, 
both men and women, in the counties of Dorfet, Devon, 
and Somcrfet, by the fevere and cruel fentence of the 
lord chief juftice; fome for fuch fmall crimes, as an 
impartial man may judge they deferved none at all ; 
more efpecially one Mr. Stayle, of Thorncomb, in 
Dcvonfhire, his fufferings were fo hard, that it caufed 
many to pity him ; he was a good liver, well beloved 
among his neighbours, and a true Proteftant. 

One Mrs. Brown, of Lyme, fuffercd very dear in 
that nature; flie only jokingly faid unto the officer of 
the excite, I will pay my excife to king Monmouth ; 
which being fworn before this fevere judge, fhe was 
found guilty of a mifdemeanor, was fentenced to be 
whipped in fcveral market-towns, which accordingly 
was done. But this cruelty was not only extended to 
thofe of riper years, and able better to endure thofe 
painful fuffcrings, but even to children. 

A poor boy of Weymouth, in the county of Dorfet, 
having got fome pamphlet relating fomewhat to fatisfy 
the people that the duke of Monmouth came to fecure 
the Proteftant religion, had the hard fortune to take his 
trial before this harfh judge ; he was faid to be about 
ten or twelve years of age ; he had the flefh of his 
back fo cut with whipping, that fome fay he died with 
the fame; but whether he died or not, never was fuch 
cruelty in all this world. 



A full Account of the MARTYRDOM of CAPTAIN 
MADDERS, in the County of Somerfet. 

r T"' H I S Captain Madders, at the time of the duke's 
-*- landing, was a conftable at Crcwkern, in the 
county of Somerfet, and fo diligent and aaive for the 
king in his office, that when two gentlemen of Lvme 
came there, and brought the news of the duke's land: 
ing, and defired horfes to ride pod to acquaint his ma- 
jelly therewith, he immediately fecured horfes for them, 
the town being generally otherways bent, and aflifted 
them fo far as any called loyal, in thofe times, could do; 
which was reprefented to the lord chief juftice, in expec- 
tation thereby to fave his life. But an inquiry being 
made about his religion, and returned by a very worthy 
gentleman of thoTe parts, That he was a good Protef- 
tant, an honeft man, had a very good character amongft 
his neighbours: O then, fays he, I will hold a wager 
with you he is a Prefbyterian, I can fmell them forty 
miles. Though moderately I now fay, they could fmell 
him two hundred miles weft; then l'urely he muft die, 
becaufe he was, and had the character of an honeft man, 
a good Chriftian, and a brave tradefman. But to be 
fhort, I could fay a great deal more of him, being im- 
mediately acquainted with him, and was with him to 
the very laft. Being brought to the place of execution, 
he was the laft man except one executed, and he be- 
haved himfelf, whilft the reft were executing, with great 
zeal; and lifting up his hands and eyes, would often 
fay, Lord, make me fo willing and ready to the laft. 
And Cod did hear his prayers; for though he feemcd 
to the fpeftators to be fomewhat unwilling to die, yet 
at the lalt he died with as much aflurance and Chriftian 
rcfoliuion as any ; for after his public prayer he came 
once down the ladder, and prayed again privately, then 
mounted the ladder again ; the lheriff faying, Mr. 
Madders, if you pleafe you may have more liberty ; he 
anfwercd, No, I thank you, Mr. Sheriff, now 1 am 
ready, I am willing, and defile to be diffolved, and to 
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t that I cannot contai m vie IF. So 
bk.'iii.-v a:ul praifing of God, he was tranllated, as I 
hope (u e have no grounds to imagine the contrary) from 
earth to heaven, repeating Rev.' xx. 6. « Blefi'ed and 
lioly is he that hath, part in the fir It refurrcCtion : on 
fucli the fecond death hath no power." 

A Full Account of the MARTYRDOM of CAPTAIN 
KID D, at the fame rime. 

CAPTAIN' KIDD was the lalt executed at that 
time, as we have obferved before; as foon as cap- 
tain Madders was famed oil'; he began to prepare to 
follow, and called to the guards and them prefent, Do 
you fee this? (pointing up to eleven that were dead 
before him) Do you thinU this is not dreadful to me, 
that eleven of twelve of us, that but a few hours hence 
came down together, are dead and in eternity? And 
I ai'i jn It going to follow them, and fhall immediately 
be in the fame condition. Says one to him, It mult 
be dreadful to flefh and blood. Says he, Well, gen- 
tlcmcii, I will allure you, I am fo far concerned, that 
met! links I begrudge their happinefs, that they fhould 
I;e IV, long before me in blifs and happinefs : but I will 
make hade to follow; I am finished this is the belt day 
that ever I law : the day of a man's death is faid to be 
better than the day of his birth: and truly (o I find it 
as to my flelh, ford fhall be prefently free'from fin and 
forrow; I am lauded God hath done his heft for me: 
I mi du have lived and have forgotten God, but now I 
am going where I lhall fin no more: it is a blcflcd 
thin-gto he free frum fin, and to be with Chrilt : O 
how Rival were the fufl'crings of Chrilt for us, beyond 
all that 1 can undergo! J low great is that glory to 
which I am going! Then taking his leave of the people 
then prefent, he prayed fomc fmall lime very devoutly, 
and with feeming great joy and comfort; and the exe- 
cutioner did his office. 



A full Account of the MAtv'rvr.noM of Dr. Tt.Mi-i.is, 
Samuel Ron ins, Ciiahle* Speak, and Mr. Par- 
kot, at Taunton. 

DOCTOR TEMPLE was one of them that landed 
with the duke, and was his eiiicf phyfician and 
cliiriirgcon ; lie lived in Nottingham, but minding to 
fee other parts of the world (as I have heard) goes for 
Holland, where became acquainted with the duke of 
Monmouth; concerning which he thus fpokc', ju.lt as 
he w as going off the ladder. 

" Chrijlian Friends, and Dear Countrymen, 
" T Have i'omcwhat to fay, and not very much, before 
-A- I depart from you, and lhall be fecn no more, 
And, 

" Firft, As to my engagement with the duke of 
Mon mouth. 

" Secondly, How far I Was concerned : and, 

" Thirdly, 1 fhall leave all of you to be judges in 
matter of fact. 

" Fir!l, As a dying man I now declare, that when I 
entered myfelf with "the duke of Monmouth, to be his 
chirur"Con, it was on no other account but to ferve him 
in the" Well-Indies; where I knew no other dclign 
whatfoevcr, but to polfefs himfelf of fome of thole 
ill. nids, until I had been at fca two days, wherein one 
privately told me, we were abfolutely bound for Eng- 
land, and I fhould take it from him it'was true: it much 
furprifed me, but knowing no way to avoid it, or to get 
on liiorc, though it was at that time contrary to my 
inclinations, if 1 could have avoided if, I would not 
let others fee that I had that dilfatisfafciion within me. 
After our landing at Lyme, I knew it was never the 
nearer to attempt my cfeapc, the country being Co befet; 
on the other iia'nri, 'if the duke of Monmouth did win 
the dny, I might have railed my fortunes as high as I 
could expect.: ih fe were the arguments thai flelh and 
blood did create in my breait for felf-prefervation. 



While I was with the faid duke, I did him as much i',.- 
vice as I could, and faithfully : after it plealdl GcLm 
difperfe the army under his command, I endeavor ( j 
to fecure myfelf, but by Providence was taken at lU,'-\. 
ton, from thence committed to Exon, and after re- 
moved to Dorcheftcr, wdiere I received my fcn;< ; .cr 
and am now, as you fee, j u It going to execution: th' 
Lord prevent all of you from inch ignominious deaths- 
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thing in hand, but what you have a warrant for from 
the Lord : I allure you I had no Satisfaction in this; hut 
this I am lure, that if I have done any thing amifs in 
it, it is pardoned ; I blefs God I have that Satisfaction, 1 
die a profelfor of the church of England; I delirc par- 
don of all thofe I have any ways wronged or abided 
as I freely forgive all thofe that have wronged or abided 
me; I am in charity with all men. Lord have mercy 
upon me, give me Itrcngth to go through thefe pain-.-, 
and give me full aflurancc now at thefe my lail mo- 
ments : come, Lord Jcfus, come quickly." 

There was alfo one Samuel Robbins, of Charmoiuli, 
in the county of Dorfet, executed or rather muulcr- 
ed, at Warham, in the faid county : we cannot pal's 
him by in filence, his cafe being fo extraordinary hart!, 
that tofpeak moderately between the king and his cale, 
we verily believe never man fuffercd innoccnter; and 
this our readers will be fatisfied in, after they have heard 
his crime, and on what fmall grounds he was found 
guilty, or fo fuppofed, by my lord chief juftice. 

Mr. Robbins ufed generally jn fummer to life die 
craft of fifhing, to get a competent maintenance for his 
family, and happened to be out at fca a fifhing before 
Lyme that day the duke came into land; and was com- 
manded on board one of the duke's fhips, he not know- 
ing who they were, and they bought his fifil of him; 
after which they told him that was the duke of Mon- 
mouth, pointing at him, and that he was juft going to 
land: he defired to go on fhore, which was refilled, and 
was told, that as foon as the duke was landed he fhould 
have his liberty; fo accordingly he came on ftiorc, and 
was never after with him, or ever took up arms under 
him : I leave the reader to judge whether this was high 
trcafon or no. This was all he was guilty of, except 
that he was a good honcft man, a zealous Chriftian, a 
man of very good life and conversation, as I think his 
neighbours will attclt it, in molt towns and parilhcs 
where he lived : but alas ! he had a good book in his 
houfc when taken, called, The Solemn League and 
Covenant; this was the high treafon he muft be guilty 
of, which was aggravated to the lord chief juftice, by 
one or two hot fpirits his neighbours. But to be fhort, 
he received fentence of death with great courage, and 
not at all difmaved, faying very often in prifon before, 
if it pleafed Go'd to call him now (to glorify his name 
by this Providence of his) to death, he fhould be ready; 
but, faid be, I am as innocent of any thing I have done 
againlt any man that may defervc this ptihifhment, as 
the child now unborn. When he cam.- to the place of 
execution, he very cheerfully declared his innocency 
to the fpectators, as before, and fo praying very de- 
voutly for fome time, he was executed : his prayer we 
have no exact copy of. 

There was alfo one Mr. Charles Speak, of London, a 
gentleman of good extraction, being (on to the worfhipfui 
George Speak, Efq. near Ilmindcr, in the county of So- 
merfet, where he was executed : his cafe alfo was extraor- 
dinary hard; but there may be two great rcalons given 
why he was executed; the firlt was, becaufe he came I rein 
that good pious family, which always have been o| ipo!cis 
to Popery, and fuffercd deeply for their courage thai 
way. Secondly, the faid Mr. Charles Speak had purrlitiM 
fome great place in the King's-Bench, or Common- Heas, 
which was very profitable to him; fo that by Ins fall, 
there being a forfeiture, much money might be made') 
it; all interceffion could not avail with the lord chi" 
juftice, for his life. He happened to be at Ilminlkr-* 
the time of the duke's being there, which was the 
eft crime be was guilty of; the validity of his evidence 
leave to thoTe in" the Weft, who know how far it 
carried that way. He was a fine courteous loving 
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to undergo thote pains, laying very oil 
thing to his deterts from God Almighty; but as for what 
] am accufed of, and fentenccd for, I hope you will be- 
lieve I am not fo guilty as my judge and accufers have 
endeavoured to make me; if it had pleated God, Xlhould 
have been willing to have lived Tome time longer, but 
Cod s time being come, I am willing, I will be contented 
to drink this bitter cup off. Being at the place of exe- 
cution, the crowd was fo great, that I fuppofe he was 
fliorter than otherwife he would have been; but alas, how 
.could it be ? For on every fide of him, as well as up and 
down the town, the inhabitants were weeping and bewail- 
ing, Oh it is the worft day that ever we faw in this town ! 
Mud this good gentleman die here? Oh yet fave his life, 
lam ready to die for him! Andthelike. Heprayedvery 
heartily for near an hour, and fung a pfalm, and fo we 
hope was tranflated to heaven, there to ling everlalling 
praifes and hallelujahs. His father and mother, as may 
be eafilyjudged, were not a little concerned about him ; 
but their adverfaries malice ended not here, but father 
and mother mult be brought in, and how many thoufands 
of pounds it coft them, is too well known in London to 
be here recorded; and mod parts of the kingdom have 
heardin the public letters their names mentioned. Some 
may think they were concerned with the duke, but we ne- 
ver heard there was fo much made appear againfl them, 
as could have made them to have been brought in guilty 
of high mifdemeanors, had not the good gentleman and 
his lady been virtuous people, abhoring the debaucheries 
of the times, and of fuch a competent eftate, able to fpare 
ten or twelve thoufand pounds ; the hard ufage this 
honed brave gentleman and his virtuous lady had, and 
their fuller ings, to relate them, would be too nume- 
rous ; and befides, it is fo well known in mod places 
in the Wed, that we (hall, without faying any more, pro- 
ceed with our further information. 

Mr. Parrat, who was executed at Taunton : faid (as 
it is fuppoled) he was a Londoner, and a brewer. When 
he came to the place of execution, he teemed a man al- 
moft unconcerned at death. After Tome time he began 
to deliver himtelf fomewhat low in voice to the people, 
and after riling by degrees, he teemed more like a mi- 
nider in the pulpit preaching devoutly, than a prifoner 
jull going to execution : beholding the furrounding peo- 
ple in tears he defired all not to be faint-hearted becaute 
of their fall, and to think that there were no hopes re- 
maining. He faid, he verily believed God would yet 
work out deliverance for them, and the time they were 
in the greateft extremity, that would be Gods oppor- 
tunity. Put your whole trud, confidence, and depen- 
dence on the Lord, and he will never leave you, nor 
forfakc you. 



Me MARTYRDOM of HENRY BODDY, who was 
executed at Bath. 

WHILE Mr. Boddy was in prifon, efpecially after 
tentence, he behaved himtelf mighty humble 
meek, and was much in meditation, which was obferved 
by feveral divines, efpecially one who attended him to 
the lad, whote name was Mr. Simpfon. His poor wife 
coming to fee him at Wells, and to make her interelt 
with fome friends, if poffible to fave his lite; but findino- 
't loft labour.and that fhe could by no means prevail, die 
died there for grief before her hufband was executed, to 
{"•'great grief. When hecameto the place of execution, 
lie delivered himtelf to the people as follows : 

Good people, I am come here to pay a debt di 



thou 1 " 6 ' 



diich every c 
■ 'n thi: 



>r anothei 
. I a 



re things 



:bel againd my king, which 

* always hated and abhorred ; and therefore 

much time as to deliver mytelf to you : and 

1 hope you will believe at this time, being jud going 
8 lve an account, not only for every idle word, but for 
ali things 1 have done fince I have had a being. 
67. 



what I fay 



I was born 11, Lyme-Regis, in the county of Dor- 
tet, and bred up a teaman from my infancy ; I have had 
the honour to terve his majedy king Charles the Second, 
in his wars with the Dutch and French, divers times. 
I always thought it to be the duty of every true Englifh- 
man to ftand up in his country's quarrel with foreigners, 
to maintain our ancient privileges and honour of our 
nation. 1 ferved him faithfully : and as for any under- 
taking now with the late duke of Monmouth, for which 
I am now come to fuffer death ; as for my defigns, 1 am 
fure they were good, for I did believe him to be my 
fovereign's fon and heir ; but if otherwife, I have done 
amirs and am forry, and hope the Lord hath pardoned 
it. While I was in arms, I am fure there is none can 
lay I have perfonally wronged them. I defire all your 
prayers for me to the lad. I am no orator, therefore if 
youpleafe (fpcaking to the minilterjdo thete lad fpiritual 
iervices for me, as for to pray with me, and for mc." 

The minider being much taken with him, defired leave 
of the fheriff to aflc him fome quedions ; which bcinf 
granted, the minider faid unto him, I mud make bold 
with you, but not to hold you too long before I pray, but 
— fausfy mytelf and the people on what ground you 
concerning youreverladingltate. Now 
r things: Firft, Whctheryoudo 
non-rcfiftance, owned by the 
not lawful on any pretence whatfoever, 
gainft the king ? O fir, as to that I an- 
Could I have been fatisfied he had been my lawful 
have done it. But, faid the minider, 
not to be judge ; except you own 
people will hardly have charity for 
lead. What matters that? faid he, 
fo clol 



ftand; I n 
pray refol 

own that doclrine ( 
church, That it is nol 

Oould 
prince, I fhould 
he is, and you e 
thofe things, foi 
you after you ai 

Would you have me, now you put 

lie ? No, I will not. I fay, if he was my lawful king, 
I was milled in my judgment, and have committed a 
great error; but, Lord, I hope thou had wafhed away 
all my fins, in and through the blood of my dear Re- 
deemer, in whole merits alone I hope for mercy. I de- 
fire to be adeed no more quedions. Then the minider 
prayed very devoutly near half an hour; after which, 
lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven, he quietly fub- 
mittcd to his execution. 



A correel Copy of the I aft Speech of Mr. Jo; 

" T Suppote the fpeQators here prefent may e: 
A I fhould fay fomelhing before I Ie; 



1 Hit 



peel thai 

ary dage and pa'ffage through my bloody fuffering^ b'y 
which my. immortal fpirit will be fpeedily tranfported 
into an invifible and eternal world : and I conclude they 
have different rcfentments hereof. Some refent them 
with much joy, high exultation, and triumph ; others 
with equal grief and forrow ; that to the one lama mod 
pleafant fpeftacle, that they behold me with high com- 
placency and delight; but to the other I am a mournful 
and unpleafant one, andthey behold me with no lefs pity 
and compaffion. Concerning the fird, I can fay, I freely 
forgive them, and heartily pray that God would mod mer- 
cifullyand gracioufly preventtheirmourningthrough mi- 
fery, not only here, but eternally hereafter. Concerning 
the other, I will fay, Weep for yourown fins, and for the 
fins of the nation, for the higheft rebellions that ever 
were committed againd the great and eternal God ; la- 
ment bitterly for thofe fins that have been the meritori- 
ous caute of the late terrible judgment, that which I fear 
will caute God to break in upon this nation with an over- 
flowing deluge of judgments, which are far more tre- 
mendous and dreadful. As for fympathizing with me, 
in drinking this bitter cup appointed for me, I return 
you mod humble and hearty thanks, earneltly defiring 
e unto you, and fill your fouls with all celcl- 
ts and fpiritual confolations. Something I 
purge and clear myfelf from a falfe ac'cufa- 
)ii lam to my charge; as that I was engaged with colo- 
:l Blood, in refcuing colonel Mafon, near Bodon, when 
: was tent down with a guard from London to York, 
be tried for high-treafoii; and that I was the man that 
9 I kilted 
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killed the barber of that city ; and that I alfo was with 
him when he Hole the crown. Now as I am a dying 
man, and upon the very brink of a (tupendous eternity 
(the truth and reality whereof I firmly believe) without 
any refervation, or the lead equivocation, I do declare 
in the prefence of the all-feeing God, that impartial 
Judge, before whom in a very little time I mud appear, 
I never faw nbrconveiTed with Mr. Thomas Blood, from 
1656, till after he Hole the crown, which was in 1671, 
or 1672, nor was ever engaged with him in any of his 
treafonable plots or practices. It is true, I being in- 
volved in great trouble of another nature (of which I 
have given to the world a narrative, and which is notori- 
oufly known in the country where 1 then lived, by fome 
that were enemies to me for my preaching) I was per- 
fuaded to apply myfelf to Mr. Blood, to procure by his 
interceflion his late majefty 's gracious favour : accord- 
ingly he brought me into his royal prefence; while I was 
there, his majelly carried it with great clemency, with- 
out expreffing one word of that which I am now charged 
with. Mr. Blood continued with his majefty a little 
longer than I did ; then he told me that he had granted 
me a pardon, which I did thankfully accept of, knowing 
it would free me from all penalties and troubles that I 
was liable to, and were occafioned by my non-con- 
formity. Then engaging him to take out my pardon ; 
he told me, That he got it out with feveral others that 
had been engaged with him in feveral treafonable defigns 
and actions ; at which I was troubled, fuppofing it might 
be imputed to me -thereby; yet, God knows, I have 
often fince reflected upon it with great regret and dif- 
fatisfaction. If Mr. Blood did inform the late king to 
make himfclf the morcconfiderable, and to bring as many 
of his party as he could to accept of their pardons, that he 
•might be rendered utterly incapable of plotting any fur- 
ther mifchicf againft his government, or any otherwife 
that I was engaged with him in any of his treafonable 
attempts j I now appeal to God, as a dying man, con- 
cerning it, that he hath done me an irreparable wrong. 
I alfo in the fame manner do declare, that I was never 
'engaged with any party in plotting or defigning, or con- 
triving any rebellion againft the late king, and particu- 
larly, that I was altogether unconcerned in and un- 
acquainted with that for which my lord Ruflel and 
others fuffered, and as much a (Iranger to any againft 
the prefent king. And whereas it is reported of me, 
that at Taunton I perfuaded the late duke of Mon- 
mouth to alfume the title of king ; I do once more 
folmnly declare, That I faw not the faid duke, nor had 
any converfation with him until he came to Shipton- 
Matlet, which was thirteen days after he landed, and 
feveral days after he had been at Taunton. And it is as 
falfe that I rid to and fro in the Weft to ftir up apd per- 
fuade men to go into his army, and rebel againft his 
prefent majefty ; for I was in the call country when the 
duke landed, and from thence I went directly to him, 
when he was at Shipton-Mallet, not one man accom- 
panying me from thence. But hitherto as I lived, fo 
now I die, owning and profefling the true reformed 
Chriftian (commonly called the Proteftant) religion, 
which is founded on the pure written word of God only, 
and which I acknowledge likewife to be comprehended 
in the articles of the doctrine of the church. This reli- 
gion I have made a realbnable and free choice of, and 
have heartily embraced, not only as it protefts againft 
all Pagan and Mahometan religion, but againft the cor- 
ruption of the Chriftian ; and I humbly and earnellly 
pray to God that by his infinite wifdom and Almighty 
power, he will prevent not only the utter extirpation 
and diminution thereof, by the heighth and influence of 
what is contrary thereto ; and for that end the Lord 
make the profeffors of it to live up more to it's principles 
and rules, and bring their hcartsand convcrfationsmore 
under the government and power of the fame. I die 
alfo owning my miniftry, non-conformity, for which I 
have fuffered fo much, and which doth new obltrua the 
king's grace and mercy to bc manifeftcd and extended to 
me ; for as I chofe it not conftrainedly, fo I appeal to 
God as a dying man, not moved from fullennefs or hu- 
mour, or factious temper, or erroneous principles of 



:>r from fecular interefts, or worldly advan 
tages, but clearly from the dictates of my own con" 
fcience, and as I judged it to be the caufe of God and 
to have more of divine truth in it than that which is 
contrary thereto ; fo now I fee no caufe to repent of h 
nor to recede from it ; not queflioning but God will own 
it at the lalt judgment day. If no more had been re 
quired after the late king's reftoration to qualify miniftcrs 
for public preaching, than was after the firft reftoration 
from the time of Charles the Firft, probably I m i„ht 
have fatisfied myfelf therewith, and not fcrupled confor 
mity thereto ; but the terms and conditions thereof, by 
a particular law made in 1662, being not only new but 
fo ftria and fevere, that I could never have fatisfaclion 
in my own confeience, after all my endeavours ufed for 
a compliance therewith, and a conformity thereto : to 
fay nothing of the covenant, which I never took, but the 
giving my affentand confent, have been toodifficult and 
hard for me to comply with. And I very well remem- 
ber, that about fourteen years ago, entering into dif- 
courfe with Mr. Patrick Heldore, an Irifhman, who 
was contemporary with me in Dublin, concerning con- 
formity, which he much endeavoured to perfuade me 
to ; I urged the feverity of the fore-mentioned condi- 
tions againft it, and after fome debates and reafons with 
him, 1 told him I did believe they were contrived and 
defigncd on purpofe to prevent our public preaching, 
and to keep us out of the church : to which he ingeni- 
bfly replied, He judged it was fo : for, faid he, a bifhop 
in Ireland (whofe name I have forgot) told me the very 

" But though I could not wade through, and conquer 
this difficulty, yet I cenfurc not thofe that did it ; and I 
believe after all the hotteftdifputes, and moft violent con- 
tefts between conformifts and con-conformifts, there are 
of both parties that will be glorified in heaven hereafter. 
According to the 29th art. of the church of England, at 
vifible church is a congregation of faithful men, in which 
the pure -word of God is preached, the facraments of the 
Lord duly adminiftered, accordingto Chrift's ordinance, 
and all thofe things that of necefluy are requifiteand ne- 
ceffary to falvation ; fo with fuch a church have I held 
the moft intimate communion, and with fuch could 
hold it : I would not therefore be fo incorporated with 
any church, as to exclude me from, and render me inca- 
pable of holding communion with other churches; I was 
never ftrongly bound up to any form of ecclefiaflical go- 
vernment, but that under which a pure and undefiled 
religion doth flourifh, and that which contains and really 
prafctifes holinefs, and advances the kingdom of God 
in the world, that can I approve of, and willingly live 
under, were I to live. 

" I did approve of the ancient and prefent form of civil 
government ; Englifh monarchy I am fully fatisfied with, 
and do alfo declare, that it is not warrantable for any 
fubjefct to rake up arms againft, and refift their lawful 
fovereigns and rightful princes ; and therefore had I 
not been convinced by feveral things that I have read 
and heard, to believe that the late duke of Monmouth 
was the legitimate fon of his father Charles the Second, 
I had never- gone into his army, judging that without 
this I could not be freed from the guilt of rebellion, 
which I always refolved to keep myfelf clear from: and 
though his father denied he was married to his mother, 
I thought it might be anfwered with this ; that kings 
and princes, for ftate reafons, often cannot be fathomed 
by their fubjects, affirming and denying things which 
olherwife they would not do, and make even their na- 
tural affections to truckle and (loop thereto. I exhort 
all to abhor all treafonable plots, and pretences of all 
rebellion, with the higheft deteftation, and to take the 
plain text of fecred fcripture to walk by, in honouring 
and obeying, and living in fubjefction to rightful kings, 
and not readily to receive, or fuddenly to be imprelled 
with evil reports and defamation of them, alfo not rafh- 
ly to be propagators of the fame. 

" 1 defire God to forgive all mine enemies, and to 
give me an heart to forgive them, which are many, tome 
mighty, and all moft malicious : particularly Barter, 01 
Lifnel, who betrayed me, and proved fuch a traitor to 
James, 
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James, duke of Monmouth, hisold andintimate friend. I 
am grievoufly afflicted that I fhould prove the occafion of 
the great fufferings of lb many perfons and families : 
but this hath fallen under the juft and wife ordering of 
Divine Providence, as David's going to Abimelech, 
when he proved the occafion of the death of all the 
perfons, men, women, and children in the city : but 
who fliall fay unto God, What doeft thou ? The care of 
my molt dear wife and a great many children, I caft 
upon God, who I hope will.be better than the beft of 
hulbands unto her, and the beft of fathers unto them : 
God knows how juft and legal right my wife hath unto 
her eltatc ; to him therefore I commit her, to defend her 
from the violence and oppreflion of men, particularly 
from a molt inhuman and unnatural brother : but no 
wonderif he will lay violent hands upon his filler's eftate, 
that hath fo often laid them on his own father. I die a 
deeply humbled, felf-judging, and felf-condemning fin- 
ner, loathing and abhorring my many and great iniqui- 
ties, and myl'elf for them, earnellly defiring full re- 
demption from the bonds of corruption, under which I 
have groaned lb many years, longing for a mod perfea 
conformity to the moft holy and glorious God, the only 
infinite pure Being ; thirfting for a perfect. difFufion of 
his grace through all the powers and faculties of my 
foul, panting after perfect fpiritual life and liberty, and 
a confummate love to my deareft Jefus, who is an all- 
comprehenfive good, and to be fatisfied with his love for 
ever: a vigorous and vehement zeal for the Proteftant 
religion, with a belief I had of the duke's legitimacy, 
hath involved me in this ignominious death ; yet bleffcd 
he God, that by fincere repentance and true faith in the 
blood of Jefus,' there ispaflage from it to a glorious eter- 
nal life, and from thefe bitter forrows to the fulnefs of 
fweeteft joys that arc in his prefence, and from thefe 
fliarp bodily pains to thole molt pure pleafures, that are 
at his right hand for evermore : and blefled be God, 
that fuch a death as this cannot prevent and hinder 
Chrift's changing of my vile body, arid fafiiioning it like 
his glorious body, in the general refurreaion-day. 

" 1 am now going into that world, where many dark 
things fhall be made perfectly manifell and clear, and 
many doubtful things fully refolvcd, and a plenary fa- 
tisfafition given concerning them ; all difputes and mif- 
takes concerning treafon, rebellion, and fchifm, fliall 
be at an end, and ccafe for ever : many things that are 
innocent, lawful, and laudable, which have foul marks 
and black characters ftamped and fixed upon them here, 
they fliall be perfectly purified and fully cleanfed from 
there ; where at one view more fhall be known of them, 
than by all wrangling debates and eager difputes, or by 
reading all polemical books concerning them here. I 
greatly deplore and bewail the greedy appetite and infa- 
tiable thirlt, that profefiing Proteftants have after the 
blood of their brethren, and the high pleafure they take 
in the effufion thereof. But what will not men do, when 
they are either judicially blinded, or their fecular world- 
ly intereft infcnfibly infinuates and winds itfelf into their 
religion, is fo twilled and incorporated with it, that it 
animates and acts it, is the life and foul, the vital form 
and power, and made wholly fubfervieut thereunto ? 

" I blefsGodfoi-allnivfuffcrings, and particularly for 
thislaft; for the benefit and fruit of it, by God's falsi- 
fying of them to me, have been great ; hereby I have 
been effeaually convinced of the vanity of the world, 
and my own finfulncfs by nature and praaice, and to fee 
that to be fin which I never faw before : and to be more 
thoroughly humbled for what I know to be fin, not only 
of commiifion, but of omifiion alfo; hereby I have been 
brought to a more thorough, deep, inwa'rd fenfe and 
feeling of the abfolute neceffity of the righteoufnefs of 
Chnft to juftify me, and he hath been made much more 
dear and precious to my foul, than ever he was before. 
Hereby my foul hath been more refined from the drofs 
of lenfijality, wrought into a more heavenly frame, rai- 
led up to a higher pitch of fpirituality : hereby I am 
made more meek and humble, and fo judge more chari- 
tably of others that differ from me in ooinion and judg- 
ment: fo though by God's moft righteous judgment I 
nave been apprehended, and moft jtilllv and dcfervcdlv 



undergo- this fuffering for my fins, yet I hope they have 
wrought forme a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, fitting and preparing me, making me a better 
qualified fubject for, and far more meet to be a partaker 
of the fame. By the grace and ftrength of God, I will 
not purchafe my life by the death and blood of my Pro- 
teftant brethren, but chufe to die rather than be a be- 
trayer of them; the impetuous and violent a (fault of 
this I dreaded more than death itfelf. Blefled be God I 
was not expofed unto it, and conquered by it, as fome 
have been ; having fuch full bodily vigour and flrength, 
being in fuch perfea health, notwithftanding my age, 
predominating in me, it hath made it more difficult to 
die, than if I had been clogged and incumbered with 
infirmities, made to bow and Hoop under them by pre- 
vailing difeafes and diftempers, gradually worn out 
therewith, which many limes makes men weary of life, 
and to defire to die ; and this in conjunaion with many 
things (which I forbear to mention) highly gratifying 
and pleafing to fenfe, which I muft leave for ever, 
ftrcngthens and heightens the difficulty, and begets a 
greater regret and reluaancy in my will, to have the 
earthly tabernacle of my body diflblved, and my foul to 
diflodge and quit the fame. But now when the black 
and gloomy fhades of death do overfpread me, I can 
fiiy, to the glory of God's moft free and powerful grace, 
true faith in fome meafure hath changed jhe difficulty 
into a facility and eafinefsof dying : it hath very much 
lubdued the reluaancy of my will againft it j for it 
makes future things prefent, and invifible things vifible, 
and doth realize and fubftantiate the fame to me; and as 
by it I penetrate and pierce into eternity, and behold in- 
vifible and immortal things, fo hereby, blefled be God, 
I have obtained a greater viaory over fenfe : the world 
is crucified to me, and I to the world, and all the moll 
pleafant and delightful objeas therein ; all finite, fa- 
ding creatures, comforts and enjoyments, are become 
minute and fmall, defpicable and contemptible to me, 
in companion thereof, being infinitely contained and 
comprehended therein. Shall my foul clafp and cling 
about thefe mortal and perifhing things ? Shall it cleave 
and be glued to them ? Shall it be confined and capti- 
vated into what is kept in the narrow bounds of time, 
and in this lower world ? Shajl it earneftly defire and 
third for muddy ftreams, yea, rivers of flefh-pleafing 
good; when by an eye of faith I can look into the indc- 
ficient, inexhauftible, pureft fountain ; the immenfe, 
immenfurate ocean of divine good ; hoping to drink 
thereof, to fwim and bathe my foul therein for ever and 
ever ? And when I confider how long my ears have been 
bound up, and tied to their innumerable and horrid 
oaths, and curfcd blafphemies, and mine eyes to fee the 
prophanationof the day of God; and when I beheld fuch 
an overflowing flood of moft prodigious impiety, fuch 
an inundation of moft monftrous iniquity, and fo much 
hell upon earth, and that there is fo much decay of holy 
zeal, arid true piety, and chriftian religion, amongft the 
profeffors of it, fuch feeming incurable breaches and 
divifions, fuch expiring love, and charity, and partings 
among them ; it hath powerful influence on my foul to 
reconcile it more to death, and makes iteleaively, and 
from choice, to leave this prefent world, and to take up 
my abode in that which is unfeenand future, where there 
fhall be nothing but perfea love and holinefs ; a finlefs 
(late, and fcrving God with all unweariednefs and per- 
fection, with the higheft complacency and delight that 
immortal fouls can be capable of: there is perfect peace 
and concord, the innumerable company of angles, and 
the fpirits of juft men made perfect, all faftened toge- 
ther with indiflbluble and uninterrupted chains of moft 
pure love, and all continually wrapt up in, and tranf- 
ported with the higheft admiration of God's love, his 
infinite and incomprehenfible excellencies and perfec- 
tions, finging hallelujahs to him without ceafing, and 
triumphing in his praife for ever and ever. The confi- 
deration alio, that I know fo little of thefe fublime, 
profound, and divine myfteries ; of the moft glorious 
myftery of falvation by [efus Chrift ; that I am fo un- 
capable to fathom the depth of the providences of God, 
wbofe ways arc in the fca, and whofe paths' are in the 
deep 
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deep waters, and whofe footdeps are not known, and 
particularly in the late ftupendous and amazing one ; . 
and that I am fo ignorant of the nature of angels and 
fpirits, with their offices and operations, and of their 
high and glorious excellencies ; and that I am fo little 
acquainted with the nature of my own foul, as at pre- 
fent dwelling in, and united to my body, and as difuni- 
ted and feparated from it; how without corporeal organs 
it (hall mod vivacioufly and vigoroufJy perform all it's 
proper funaions and offices, and more than everdrongly 
and indefatigably ferve the Lord Jefus, mod fervently 
and abundantly love him, and delight in him every 
way, much more obtain the fupreme and highed end of 
it's creation and being; and this makes me much more 
willing to die, that I may have the knowledge thereof, 
with innumerable other things, that I am now either fg- 
norant of, or do but imperfectly know; and fo be made 
happy by a plenitude of fulnefs of enjoying intelleflual 
pleafures, which are of all other mod Tunable, fwect, 
and fatisfacWy to immortal fouls. And alio I fee that 
he that departs from iniquity makes himfelf a prey ; and 
fo many plunging themfelves into the ways of iniquity, 
left they fhould be accounted odious and vile, which 
makes them fo much degenerate, not only from Chrifti- 
anity, but from humanity itfelf, as if they were fcarce 
the excrement of either; contemning even that mod no- 
ble, generous, heroic fpirit that dwelt in many heathens, 
who accounted it mod honourable and glorious to con- 
tend for their rights and liberties, yea, to fuffer death, 
and the word of deaths, in defence of the fame ; and 
judge them accurfed and mod execrably in the world 
that do fo ; and not only fo, but for their own profit 
and advantage, have many of them enflaved their pode- 
rity by it, and are mod indudrious and laborious, mod 
fierce and furious to dedroy them, whereby they are be- 
come as unnatural as children that feek the ruin of their 
parents that begot them, and brought them forth ; or 
them that lay violent hands upon themfelves, daihing 
out their own brains, cutting their own throats, hang- 
ing and drawing themfelves, ripping up their own bel- 
lies, tearing out their own bowels, they being in differ- 
ent fenfes children and members of that body politic 
they defign and attempt the dedruclion of j and when I 
know not how long the duration and continuance of 
thefe things fhall be, or a conclufion or end by God fhall 
be put thereto, who by divine and unerring wifdom go- 
verns the world; why fhall my foul be unwilling to take 
it's flight into the unfeen and eternal world, where no 
fullied, fordid, or impious thing, mod incongruous and 
unbecoming nature, fhall be feen or found, and where 
I fhall behold no narrow, conclufive, contra&ed foul 
there, habitually preferring their privatalbefore a public 
good, but all mod unanimoufl v and equally centre in 
one common, univerfal good, and where the fighs, 
groans, and cries of the afflided and perf'ecuted fhall 
be heard no more for ever ? 

" I earnedly exhort all mod highly to prize and* value 
time, and diligently improve it for eternity ; to be wife, 
ferioufly and leafonably to confider of their latter end : 
for by the irrepeatable andirreverfible law of heaven we 
mud all die, yet we know not how, where, or when. 
Live with your fouls full of folicitude and care, with a 
mod deep concernedneTs and mod diligent indudriouf- 
nefs, whilft you have time and opportunity, and the 
means of grace, health, and ftrength, make fun 
thefe two great things, viz. 

" 1. What merits for you a right and title to eternal 
life and gloy, and the future unchangeable bleffednefs, 
as the Redeemer'smod precious bloodand righteoufnefs ; 
that thereby a real application and imputation may be 
unto you by fincere believing. 

«■ 2. That that which makes you qualified fubjcQs 
for it, is the great work of regeneration, wrought in you 
fouls, being renewed in the fpirit of your minds, th 
Divine Nature being impreft upon them, repairing < 
the depraved image of God in you ; that being tran: 
formed into his own likenefs, thereby in the world yo 
may mind and favour more the things of the fpirit than 
the things of the flefh, celedial and heavenly more than 
terreftrial and earthly, fuperior more than inferior things; 



and therewith have a holy life and converfation con 
joined* that refults and fprings from the fame, as r ru J 
from the root, and a£ls from the habits. Let all, in order 
thereto, ferioufly confider thefe few texts of facredferip 1 ^ 
ture, let them predominantly poflefs you ; let them tfe 
deeply and indelibly tranferibed upon your fouls; l et 
them be affimilated thereunto, and made the written 
epiftles, the lively piQures thereof, Matt. v. 8,20. * Blef- 
fed be the pure in heart, for they flialMee God. F or 
I fay unto you, that except your righteoufnefs fhall ex- 
- ^d the righteoufnefs of the fcribes and pharif'ees ye 
11 :« «-<•- the. kingdom of heaven. 



fhall i 



John 111. 3. Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, Verily 
verily, 1 lay unto thee, except a man be bornagain, he 
cannot fee the kingdom of God. 1 Cor. vi. g, i 0> u. 
Know ye not that the unrighteous fhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God, &c. Gal. v. ig, 20, to 23. Now 
the works of the flefh are manifeft, which are thefe 
adultery, &c. James i. 18. Of his own will begat he 
us with the word of truth, that we mould be a kind of 
fird-fruits of his creatures. 1 Pet. i. 3. Bleffed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrid, which accord- 
ing to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again to a 
lively hope by the refurrefction of Jefus Chrid. Verfei3. 
Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, &c. Coloff. 
iii. 1, 2. If ye then be rifen with Chrid, feek thole 
things that are above : fet your affeaions on things 
above, not, &c. Gal. v. 24. And they that are Chrift's, 
have crucified the flefh with the affeaions and luds, &c. 
Eph. ii. 1. And you hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trefpaffes and fins. Rev. xx. 6. Bleffcd and holy is 
he that hath part in the firft refurreaion : on fuch the 
fecond death hath no power. Rom. viii. 1. There is 
therefore now no condemnation, &c. 1 Pet. i. 15. 
But as he that hath called you is holy, fo be ye, &c. 
Verfe 23. Being born again, not of corruptible feed, 
&c. Pfal. iv. 3. But know that the Lord hath fet apart 
him that is godly for himfelf, &c.' I fhall mention now 
no more, the whole Bible abounds with thefe texts, with 
what a renovation and change of our carnal and corrupt 
hearts and natures, there muft be, with holinefs of life 
and converfation, before we can be capable of a future 
and bleffed immortality, and of inheriting the kingdom 
of God for ever and ever. Amen." 



■ The laft Speech of Captain ABRAHAM ANSLEY. 
" T AM come to pay a debt to nature ; it is a debt that 
A all mud pay, though fo.me after one manner, and 
fome after another: the way that I pay it may be thought 
by fome few ignominious, but not fo by me; having long 
fince, as a true Englifhman, thought it my duty to ven- 
ture my life in defence of the Protedant religion againll 
Popery and arbitrary power : for this fame purpofe I 
came from my houfe to the duke of Monmouth's army, 
at fird I was a lieutenant, and then a captain, and I was 
in all the aftions the foot were engaged'in, which I do not 
repent: for had I a thoufand lives, they fhould all have 
been engaged in the fame caufe, although it hath plcalcd 
the-wife God (for reafons bed known to himfelf) to blaft 
our defigns; but he will deliver his people by ways we 
know nor think not of: I might have faved my life, if I 
would have done as fome narrow-fouled perfons have 
done, by impeaching others ; but I abhor fuch ways of 
deliverance, choofing rather to fuffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy life with fin. As to my 
religion, I own the way and praaice of the independent 
churches, and in that faith I die, depending on the me- 
rits of our Saviour Jefus Chrid for my eternal falvation: . 
his bleffing be with you all. Farewell to thee, poor 
England, farewell. 

" Abraham Ansli.v. 



A rorreff Copy 0/ Mr. JOS1AS ASKEW's 
bis Father, written a jhort Time I'cjore his E> 
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a poor, vain, perifhing, and troublefome life ; and feeing 
jt is all in vain, I would defire you both to acquiefce 
in the will of God, and rejoice with me for this happy 
day of my departure from this ftate of pilgrimage, 
home to the poffefllonof thofe heavenly manfions, which 
my God and Father hath provided for me, in and through 
my Lord Jefus Chrift: it is in him alone I put my trull 
and confidence, and therefore can boldly fay, Who is 
he that condemneth? It is Chrift that died, yea, rather, 
that is rifen again, and is let down at the right hand of 
God, making interceffion for all thofe that have a well- 
orounded confidence in him. My time is but fhort, 
and by rcafon of company I am d'ifturbed; therefore I 
conclude with my laft breath, begging of God, that he 
would keep you conftant in his fear, in this day of great 
temptation, and at laft receive you to his glory, where 
we (hall once more unite in praifing without interruption 
or diffraction, world without end, Amen: until which 
time, the grace of God the Father, the love of God 
the Son, the comfortable refrefhings of God the Holy 
Ghoft, be with you, all your's, and the whole Ifrael of 
God, both now and for ever : which is the hearty prayer 
of your fon, 

" JOSIAS ASKEW." 
A further Account of Mr. JOSIAS ASKEW by a Friend. 

" r Tp O prevent your further trouble in fuing for a 
X pardon, I think it convenient to let you know, 
I do not queftion but my dear coufih hath had his pardon 
lealed by the King of kings, and is in everlalting bleffed- 
nefs, fmging hallelujahs, falvation, glory and honour to 
him that fits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever 
and ever : for God did fo carry him through to drink 
that bitter cup with fo much courage and cheerfulnefs to' 
the laft, as was to the admiration of all fpeclators, not- 
withllanding the terrible fight he faw at the place of fuf- 
fcring, and fo vehemently as he was tried by the adverfa- 
ry, yet it did not in the lead difcompofe him, or alter his 
countenance ; for he continued with a fmiling counte- 
nance to the laft, and was tranfported above meafure. I 
want words to exprefs it, he was like one wrapped up in 
heaven, with his heart there, and his eyes fixed thereon. 
I could "with you had been there, it would have driven 
away all caufe of forrow from your heart, to fee his de- 
portment, and hear the gracious words that proceeded 
out of his mouth : he remembered his duty to you both, 
and left Paul's bleffing with you, grace, mercy, and 
peace; his love to his dear fifter ; he defires her not to 
be troubled for him, for he hath made his peace with 
God, and was affured he fhould go to eternal happinefs ; 
he would have written more to you and to his fifter, but 
that he had fo fhort a time after fentence, that he wanted 
opportunity ; when he went out of prifon, he faid, 
Gentlemen, now I am going, audit is the time I much 
longed for ; I would not change with him that paffeth 
fentence upon me, for a world. I was with him to the 
laft, and feeing his courage, did very much encourage 
me, though I never faw fuch a fight with my eyes." 



The MARTYRDOM of JOHN HOLWAY, at 

• li'arham, in the County of Dorfet. 

JOHN HOLWAY lived in Lyme, where the duke 
landed, and appeared in arms at that time, until his 
captain left him ; then took up arms under the duke of 
Monmouth, and went with him, until the king's procla- 
mation came forth, That all' that would lay down their 
arms before fome juftice of the peace, in four days after, 
and take a certificate for their fo doing, they fhould be 
acquitted, and have his majefty's pardon, which this per- 
fon did, though one day too late ; which blot my lord 
chief juftice hit, being very good at it, and pafied the 
fentence of death on him. Before his trial he was not 
much concerned at his cafe, and thought himfclf almoft 
.out of danger: but to be fliort, he received his fentence 
with much courage and refolution, and by the means of 
one Mr. Tiller, who was to fuff'cr with him, was brought 



to that fettled frame of fpirit, as is fit for one in that con- 
dition : as he was riding in the cart, toward the place of 
execution, the troopers being jull behind the can, he 
told them they looked like brave fellows,* but (faid he) 
if I were to have . my life for fighting the beft five of 
you, I would not queftion it. At the place of execution 
he laid not much, but that he thought his and other 
men's blood would be revenged one time or another, and 
faid, Forgive me, have mercy on my poor foul, pardon 
all my fins, and the like, and fo the executioner per- 
formed his talk. 



The MARTYRDOM of Mr. MATTHEWS, and his 
Separation from his Wife, i£c. 

MR. Matthews was much concerned the morning be- 
fore he died, to fee his wife weep, and to be in fuch 
grief for him, which drew tears from his eyes; and tak- 
ing her in his arms, he faid, My dear, prithee do not 
difturb me at this time, but endeavour to fubmit to the 
will of God; and although thy hufband is going from 
thee, yet I truft God will be all in all unto thee ; Ture, 
my dear, you will make my pafTage into eternity more 
troublefome than otherwife, if you thus lament and 
take on for me ; I am very fenfible of thy tender love 
towards me, but would have you confider, that this fe- 
paration will be fo much for my advantage, as your lofs 
cannot parallel. I thank God I am willing to' die, and 
to be with my Jefus : be fatisfied, the will of God mult 
be done: thy will be done, O God, in earth as it is in 
heaven: fo embracing her, took his laft farewell of her, 
and prepared to go to the place of execution, which hav- 
ing reached, he with a very modeft.fober, and compofed 
frame of fpirit flood while he faw feveral executed be- 
fore him ; his turn being then come, he fpoke as follows : 
" Dear Countrymen, 
" I fuppofe we are all of one kingdom and nation, and 
I hope Protellants ; O, I wonder we fhould be fo cruel 
and blood-thirfty one towards another ; I have heard it 
faid heretofore, that England could never be ruined but 
by herfclf, which now I fear is doing. Lord have mercy 
on poor England, turn the hearts of the inhabitants 
thereof, caufe them to love one another, and to forget 
one another's infirmities. Have mercy, O Lord, on 
me'; give me ftrength and patience to fulfil thy will, 
comfort my dear and forrowful wife, be a hufband unto 
her, fland by her in the greateft trouble and affliction, 
let her depend upon thy Providence; be merciful to all 
men, , preferve this nation from Popery, find out yet a 
way for it's deliverance, if it be thy good will, and give 
all men hearts to be truly thankful ; comfort my fellow- 
fufFerers that are immediately to follow, give them 
ftrength and comfort unto the end : I forgive all the 
world, even thofe that have been the immediate haftcners 
of my death: I am in charity with all men. And now, 
bleffcd Lord Jefus, into thy hands I commend my 
fpirit. Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread ; forgive us our trefpafTes as we forgive them that 
trefpafs againft us ; and lead us not into temptation ; but 
deliver us from evil ; for thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen." 

Having thus faid, he afcended the ladder, and defired 
the executioner not to be hard to him, who anfwered, No; 
and faid, I pray, matter, forgive me : to which he faid, 
I do with my whole heart, and I pray God forgive thee ; 
but 1 advife thee to leave off this bloody trade. The 
executioner faid, I am forced to do what I do, it is 
againft my mind So lifting up his hands to heaven, the 
executioner performed the dreadful tafk. 



•The MARTYRDOM of Mr. ROGER $ATCHEL, 
and Mr. LANCASTER, at IVeymouth, in the County 
of Dorfet. 

AT the time of the duke's landing at Lyme, this 
gentleman lived at Culliton, about five miles weft 
9 K of 
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The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



of that town, and was fuppofed to be concerned in the 
defign with the duke. He always was a great admirer 
of him, which got him many enemies among the gentry 
of that county: he always hated the name of a Papift ; 
and as it fell out, he did forefee Popery advancing, as 
his words to divers of his 1 neighbours can tedify. As 
for his difpofition, he was of a very generous and he- 
roic fpirit. But to proceed, no fooner had he the news 
of the duke's being landed, but he lets himfelf to work 
to ferve him, defiring all he knew to join with him, and 
was one of the firft that went to him to Lyme, and was 
with him to the end: but after the rout, travelling to 
and fro to fecure himfelf, was at lad taken at Chard by 
three Mofs-troopers, under no difcipline, who made it 
their bufinefs to ruin their neighbours in thofe parts; 
they are fo well known, I need not fay anymore. He 
•was from thence carried to Ilchedcr, and fo fecured in 
Ilcheder gaol; and at the bloody affixes at Dorchcdcr 
took his trial, and received his fentence with the reft. 
Great application was made for him, but my lord chief 
juftice Jeffreys's ears were deaf, and fo he was ordered to 
be executed at Weymouth. After fentence, two of his 
friends came to him, and told him, There was no hope. 

. He anfwered, My hope is in the Lord. After which 
he fpent mod of his time before execution in prayer and 
meditation, and conferring with many good perfons. 
The morning being come, he prepared himfelf, and all 
the way drawing toexcGution was very devout. Being' 
come to the place, there was a minHter, I think, of that 
place, who fung a pfalm, and prayed with them, and 
would have fome difcourfe with this perfon, which he 
avoided as much as poffible ; but he afked him, What 
were his grounds for joining in that rebellion ? Who an- 
fwered, Had you, Or, been there, and a Proteftant, I 
believe you would have joined too ; but do not fpeak to 
me about that, I am come to die for my fins, not for my 
treafon againlt the king, as you call it. So pointing to 
the wood that was to burn his bowels, he faid, I do not 
care for that; what matters it what becomes of my body,' 
fo my fdul be at red ? So praying to himfelf near half 
an hour, and advifing fome he knew, never to yield to 
Popery, he was turned off the ladder. He was a cou- 
rageous, bold-fpirited man, one of great reafoh, juft 

••and punctual in all his bufinefs, and much beloved by 
his neighbours. 

One Mr. Lancafter was executed at the fame time 
and place, whofe courage and deportment was fuel), 
that he out-braved death, and in a manner challenged 
it to hurt him, faying, I die for a good caufe, and am 
going to a gracious God. I defire all your Chridian 
prayers; it is good to go to heaven with company. 
And much more he fpoke concerning the duke of 
Monmouth, whom he fuppofed at that time to be liv- 
ing; and fo praying privately for fome fmall time, he 
was turned, or rather leaped over the ladder. 



The MARTYRDOM of Mr. BENJAMIN SAND- 
FORD and JOHN BENNET, at Bridport. 

MR. Sandford with nine others were brought from 
Dorchefterto Bridport, to be executed. Coming 
to the place of execution, he held up his hands to hea- 
ven, and turning himfelf to the people, faid, I am an old 
man you fee, and I little thought to have ended my 
davs at fuch a fhameful place, and by fuch an igno- 
minious death ; and indeed it is dreadful to flefh and 
blood, as well as a reproach to relations, but it would 
have been a great deal more if I had fuffered for fome 
felonious account. Says one to him, Is not this worfe, 
do you think, than felony ? He anfwered, I know not 
any thing I have done fo bad as felony, that this heavy 
judgment mould fall upon me, except it be for my fins 
againft my God, whom I have highly provoked, and 
muft acknowledge have deferved ten thoufand times 
more ; Lord, I mid thou haft pardoned them ; feal my 
pardon in the blood of my Saviour; Lord, look upon, 
and be with me to the lad moment. 

One John Bcnnct was alfo executed at the fame time, 



he was a poor man, but pious, and of good report 
with his neighbours in Lyme,, where he lived. I t ; s 
faid that when he was on trial, a certain perfon informed 
his lordfliip, that the prifoncr then at the bar, had alms 
of the parifh ; and that his lordfhip fiiould reply, D n 
not trouble yourfelves, I will eafe the parifli of ulaL 
trouble. . 

In prifon, and at the place of execution, he behaved 
himfelf fo well to all, that many of his enemies pitied 
him, and would> if it had lain in their power (as 
they faid) have laved him. His fon being then prefent 
od'ered to have died for him, and was going up the 
ladder, if it might have been fuffered. He prayed fome 
fhort (ime, and fo was tranflated, as we have hopes to 
think, from this troublefome, world into celeftial joy 
and happinefs eternal ! 



The MARTYRDOM of Mr. GATCHILL, Mr. SI- 



MR. Gatchill was a condablc of the hundred ; he 
was furprifed by a party of the duke's, and (hewed 
a warrant to bring in pro vi. 'ions and other neced'artes 
for the tile of the army, which if he had not obeyed, 
was threatened to have his houfe burnt ; fo that he was 
obliged to do what he did for his own prefervation. But 
this was not fufficient, for being found guilty he was 
ordered to be executed. . 

As he was drawn to execution, he looked on the 
people, and faid, A populous town, God blefs it. Juft 
before he , was executed, he fpoke, That the crime" he 
was accufed of, and condemned for, was high-treafon, 
hut he did not know himfelf to be guilty of it ; and that 
what he did he was forced to do. And further faid, I 
am fp well known to you, that I do verily believe you 
have charity to think that what I fpeak is true. As 
for the niceties of the law, I do not well underdand 
them ; and much more to the fame effect he fpoke. 
And fo after prayer, he was executed with his fudering 
brother, Mr. Simon Hambling. 

Mr. John Hucker, was alfo executed at Taunton, 
who died with equal fortitude and rcfignation, he was 
a very worthy gentleman of that town. Pie had fome 
ill friends in the duke's army, that cad afperfions on 
him, as though he was the perfon that was a traitor 
to the duke, by firing a pidol in Scdgmoor ; but I 
have ftrictly examined many on that point, and can. 
find it to be nothing but the word of an enemy's malice, 
to wound him after his death in his reputation, which he 
always valued highly when living. I'o be fliort, he has 
left the charatlcr, amongd his neighbours, of an honed 
man, a good Chridian, and one that was true to the in- 
tered of the duke, and fealed it with his blood. 



A full and impartial Account of KIRK's CRUELTIES, 
and the feveral BARBARITIES committed in the IVeft. 

ON Kirk's firft arrival at Taunton, he came villi 
two cart-loads of men bloodv, and their wounds 
not dreffed, juft as they were hauled into Bridgewater 
prifon ; they were guarded by grenadiers with bayonets. 
He alfo brought with him into Taunton a great drove 
of foot, chained two and two together. He hanged 
nineteen on the Corn-hill immediately, not fudering 
either their wives or children to fpeak to them, or i& 
take their leave of them. 

During the execution, Kirk caufed the pipes to play, 
drums and trumpets to found, that the fpectators might 
not hear the cries and groans of dying men, nor the 
cries, of their friends. He caufed their bowels to be 
burned, and their quarters to be boiled in pitch, and 
hanged all about the town. 

He hanged one on the White-PIart fign-poft three 
times, to try if he would own he had done amifs ; but he 
affirmed to this effea, That if it was to do again, he 
would engage in the fame caufe ; fo Kirk would have 
him hanged in chains ; and fo he was, till king William 
came to the deliverance of this nation from Popery and 

flaVer r- • When 



SEVERAL BARBARITIES exercifed in the WEST. 



When Jenkins, the Hewlings, Sec. were to die, be- 
fore they came out of the B 4, there was a great 

fire made on the Corn-hill, in order that they might 
fee the fire that was to burn their bowels. 

Of feveral that were hanged, he caufed alfo their 
bodies to be dripped, and their breafls to be cleaved 
afunder; in the place where he caufed the executions 
iobe done, you might have gone up to the ankles in 
blood; he alfo caufed the hearts of the poor executed 
men to be thrown into the fire with a great fhout, fayr 
; nff> " Here is the heart of a traitor." 

A captain of W was hanged, and the rope 

broke, whereby he hoped to have faved his life; but 
t hey took from a markct-horfe a ring-rope, and hanged 
him again. 

When the prifoners were brought to the bar at the 
affixes, Jeffreys faid, if any man pleaded not guilty, he 
fhould die. Notwithflanding there was one who not 
being concerned in Monmouth's bufinefs, when afked, 
faid,°Not guilty, my lord : Jeffreys faid, l ake him, 
gaoler, and let him be executed another time. 
° There was an honefl man hanged for fparing three- 
pennyworth of hay for Monmouth's horfe. 

There was alfo a conftable hanged for executing of 
Monmouth's warrant. 

Befidcs thefe, many hundreds were put in the caftle- 
liall, by which it was feared they would infeft the town. 
Francis Burges was taken upon Maidendown, by the 

perfuafion of fir- ,• he was hanged by fattening 

a rope to a chamber window, and fet upon a hoget. 

By good report, there were feveral fcores died in 
Ilchefterby infe&ious difeafes, and in their irons, and 
handbolts; for if they were not hard-hearted, and ufed 
the extremeft rigour imaginable, the keepers were not 
counted good fubjefts. One of Welinton that was to 
be hanged then, was faved, fuppofed by order of fir 
, and one of Crookern hanged in his ftead ; 
this is true, and fo it was at other places ; but it were 
endlefs to record all the cruelties exercifed by Kirk and 
Jeffreys, after Monmouth's defeat. 

What remains now, is to give an account of hundreds 
that had fled and hid themfelves up and down in holes 
and rocks, whofe friends made all application to fome 
great perfon or other to procure their pardons ; fome 
to this, fome to others, that they thought favourites with 
the king; but the rewards muft be afcertaincd before 
any application could be made (for pardons werejuft 
as they were in Rome) according to the ability of the 
perron, from half a crown to fixteen thoufand guineas; 
any tooth, good barber. Divers lifts being fent up, 
and the rewards afcertained, which amongft many of 
them put together, did amount to confiderablc funis. 
So that it was now, who could find a friend to relieve 
his diftreffed relations, which were forced to wander up 
and down in caves and deferts, for fear of being taken. 
But this misfortune attended the agents, that unlcl's my 
lord chancellor were ufed, by his creatures that were 
allowed by him fo to do, other applications commonly 
met with difapp< ' 



Several inlerefting Anecdotes by Mr. BURD, and other 
Weft-Country Gentlemen, relative to the Barbarities of 
thefe Times. 

MR. Burd lived near Frome, and gave (in a letter 
hereafter inferted) a remarkable account of feve- 
ral parages j for he proclaimed the duke of Monmouth 
at the head of the army, which was , unwillingly done by 
the duke then : he alfo faw the maids of honour prefent 
iheir flags, and feveral come to kifs the duke's hand, as- 
king after proclamation, and prefented a purfc of gui- 
neas on their knees. At this time one widow made a 
pathetic fpeech to him, and delivered her mite. 

When the army went through Pensford, a parfon 
came out of an alehoufe, and allied them, Gentlemen, 
how doth the king do ? If he comes this way to day, I 
*ill kifs his hand, meaning the duke of Monmouth, 
'i'hc firft indicted was the parfon on a Angle indict- 



ment ; after Jeffreys had drank a bottle of claret (as 
was his cuftom) he repairs to the bench, where being 
featcd, the parfon was brought before him. 

At firft Jeffreys reprimanded the parfon fo feverely 
that he was ready to fink for fear; but recovering him- 
felf, faid, Not guilty ; alleging he never wore a wea- 
pon, nor was in the army, only flood by on horfeback, 
and viewed the army. 

Upon this Jeffreys replied, There is a worfe weapon 
than a fword, that is a parfon's tongue, and declared to 
the parfon, that whoever Hood by the army, or gave a 
fmile on it, was guilty of rebellion (though a fmile might 
be in derifion). 

Now the parfon pleaded, that it was not known that 
the duke fhould have come to Kinfon half a quarter of 
an hour before he came, and that he had bufinefs that 
way, which flopped him, and that he was forced to Hay 
and fee the encampment, but exchanged not one word 
with any belonging to the army. 

Likewife the parfon urged, that both the witneffes 
againft him fwore in malice, becaufe he had put one of 
them into the fpiritual court for tythes, and the other 
witnel's he had arretted. 

Jeffreys at laft demanded if any neighbouring gen- 
tleman could give a character of the parfon (though 
he looked upon all the gentry thereabouts rebels). 

The parfon alleged, captain Cox, the foreman of 
the grand inquelt, knew him; he was fent for accord- 
As foon as captain Cox appeared, Jeffreys afked hirr^ 
If the parfon had obferved all the ceremonies, and be- 
haved himfelf loyally ? 

In anfwer, captain Cox declared, He knew no ill 
character of him, &c. 

Jeffreys, after this, fummed up the evidence, againft 
the parfon, but wheeled at laft into this, I fear the fin 
of rebellion lurks under that canonical coat, I would 
have him hanged to be an example to others. 

If Burd had faid he heard the parfon fay he would 
kifs the king's hand, if he came by that way, the parfon 
had certainly been truffed up. 

However, the parfon'sjury brought him in Not guilty ; 
upon which Jeffrey's made him down on his knees, ajid 
bid him go, and preach for his fake upon that text, 
Fear God, and honour the king, &c. 

During the parfon's trial the court was interrupted 
with the maids of honour, who came hoping for par- 
don ; and often the court was interrupted with peti- 
tions, and certificates under the juftices hands, to cer- 
tify that the bearers did, according to the king's procla- 
mation, come in within five days, and therefore expcEted 
their pardon. 

Now it came to pafs that one alderman Holliday's fori 
was one that came in within the five days, and his fa- 
ther offered to vindicate his foil, and to be bail for him; 
(for all that came in within the time, he made them give 
fpecial bail) Jeffreys faid, He knew many aldermen 
were villains, and he hoped to beat fome fur out of 
their gowns. 

He then began to try the two hundred odd men : 
Burd was in the front, as their names were called ; he 
made every man fliew his face; for if they were in years, 
(hey had been rebels ever fince Oliver's time, their age 
tried them. But for further confirmation of fome of 
thefe particulars, we. refer you to Mr. Burd's letter, di- 
rected to Mr. John Dunton, in thefe words. 

A LETTER, 
" To Mr. John Dunton. 

" Sir, 

" T OO KING over a book lately, entitled, A panegy* 
X-j ric on the lord Jeffreys, I find a great deal there- 
in contained true to my own knowledge, and therefore 
doubt not of all the reft, for I was one my (elf condemned 
by him at Wells affizes, and my getting off next to a 
wonder to all that heard thereof; the particulars where- 
of, and the manner how, being too long and tedious, I 
fliall not trouble you therewith; only being informed 
you intend to reprint your bloody affizes, I thought it not 
amirs to acquaint you with two or three of the molt ma- 
terial 
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terial paffagcs that happened within the compafs of my 
own knowledge and view. When I was commit- 
ted a prifoner to Bath, where I lay fourteen weeks, 
I found there feven and twenty more confined in a little 
room, Come lying on boards, others through much diffi- 
culty had obtained the favour of Itraw to lie on. Among 
thole afore-mentioned there were two poor men, who 
lived in and about Taunton and Ilminfter, whofe names 
were William Kuffey, a worftcd-comber, I judge about 
feventy years of age ; lie alleged, that he went into the 
army to fetch home his fon, being himfclf pall engaging 
in the war; Thomas Paul, I think of the lame occupa- 
tion, and upwards of fixty years old, but a Quaker. 
This raid Huffey and Paul were never undjr the leaft 
apprehenfion of fullering during their fourteen weeks 
imprifonment, till the very day they were condemned, 
and the ("aid Huffey oftentimes affirmed, he was never 
out with the duke's army ; and the faid Paul being uncle 
to a very great man's chaplain at court, the faid chap- 
lain was his chief dependance, and promifed him a par- 
don by his intercft. Now it fo happened, that the pri- 
foners commonly about once a week had liberty from 
their keeper to go out of the faid prifon, hand-bolted 
two and two, to the faid keeper's houfe, for an hour or 
two, to divert and recreate themfelves ; and commonly 
thefc two ancient men, Huflcy and Paul, were linked 
together, and they would both of them generally take 
the liberty to drink till they were a little merry and 
brifk; and when they returned in that fituation to the 
faid prifon, it would be mod times the ufual cuftom of 
William Huflcy (as foon as ever the keeper had took 
off their hand-bolts) to Itrikc the faid Thomas Paul on 
the fhoulder, jocofely faying, Never fear, Tom Paul, if 
thou and I be hanged, we will hang check by jole ; which 
expreflion I oftentimes heard, though I did little think 
at that time either of them would fuffcr ; but it fo hap- 
pened, that contrary to both their imaginations they 
were hanged fide by fide. 

The day after they were condemned, I accidentally 
met with the faid William Huffey, walking out in the 
middle of the cloiftcrs at Wells by himfclf, with his hat 
over his eyes, very melancholy, weeping, at which I 
was a little furprifed, and aflicd what was the matter ? 
he replied, with tears in his eyes, Ha! Mr. Burd, I' 
look uponmyfelf now, and never till now, a dead man; 
you are a young man, and if you can get off this bu- 
finefs, you may live to fee many years; and remember 
that I told thee fo, before the year 1688 be over, you 
will fee all things turned upfide down, and king James, 
for what he had done, would be turned out, and another 
would come in, and effect what was then begun ; and 
with a great deal of earncltnefs and zeal repeated his 
words over again ; but at that time thinking what he fo 
earneftly affirmed, was the effect of his concern for his 
own death, I did fcarcc ever recollect what he then af- 
firmed, till 1688 was over, when I faw all things cxaaiy 
happened as he before had told me. Another paifage I 
took notice of among others, was, when I was at the bar 
to receive my doom, one of judge Jeffieys's officers 
told the judge there .was one of the maids of honour 
(To called, becaufc twenty or thirty of that fcx prefented 
flags to the duke, at Taunton, after he was proclaimed 
king) come to furrender herfelf, begging mercy at his 
hands; whom wdicn he faw, he looked on her with a 
very fierce countenance, raving at her, &c. bid the 
gaoler take her, which Itruck fuch a fear into the poor 
girl, that the pulled her hood over her face, and' fell a 
weeping; and the gnoler, according to the command of 
the fierce judge, took her away immediately out of 
court ; and, as I was afterwards informed, fhe died in 
his cuftody not many hours after for fear, as our lord- 
mayor died for fear of Jeffreys, when brought 'before 
him. When I myfelf received my fentencc, there was 
another young man hand-bolted to me, whofe name 
was Jacob Tripp, about twenty-one years of age, and 
fo (tout and brifk, that he would almoft attempt to fight 
a lion : I could tell you all his cafe and circumftances as 
well as my own, but it will be too large to infert here; 
only thus much I will infert here about him. He was 
always of the tory party, but he fell in with Monmouth's 



men; it fo happened, that after fentencc paffed on both 
of us, we were at the fame time both taken very dan- 
gerouflv ill, of a very malignant, infeaious fever, dur- 
ing which illncfs a reprieve came for both of us f or f a 
many days, which days being expire: 1 , Tripp's enemies 
his brother torics (which before were his chief confedc! 
rates and acquaintance) faid he deferved worfe ufuao C 
than thofe who always had been fuch, by their unwearied 
diligence had obtained an order for his execution lie 
being at that time fo ill, that he had not been fcnfiblc for 
near a week before, and his phylicians gave him over 
for dead, and did affirm it impoffible for him to live 
twenty-four hours; yet to (hew their unbounded ragc.thcv 
immediately got him lifted out of his bed, where he lav 
fcnCelets and a dying, wrapt up in his fhects, and 
laid him in a chair, when two men carried him to the 
market-place in Wells, the place of execution, where 
they hung him up, and quartered him (when lie was as 
fenfelcfs as a ftock or (tone) before a great many fpecta- 
tors, many of which took the infection of his diflempcr, 
together with abundance of the foldiers, which caufed 
them to die like rotten ffieep ; and this infection fpread 
afterward far and near round the country, to the lof's of 
a great many people's lives. I could tell you more 
remarkable paffages, but doubting I am too long in 
thefc already mentioned, let this fufficc, from 

" Your humble fervaht unknown, 
Beckingtnn, June 24, 17O2. " John Burd. 

" Poftfcript. Mr. Dunton, you may, if you pleafe, 
correct this, and put it into fome better ftyle if you 
think fit; but the matter of fact is all true to my know- 
ledge, as I have truly and impartially related the fame; 
for I had the honour to be known to the duke of Mon- 
mouth before he came into England on that unhappy 
expedition, which made my getting a pardon fo difficult, 
that had there not been fome difguft happened between 
fome great men concerning me, fcarce any money would 
have purchafed it; for thus it was, that very night .the 
rout was, being on a Sunday about eight o'clock, there 
came a foot meffenger to the duke, into the field near 
Bridgewatcr, and gave him an account what pollute the 
king's forces (then at Wefton, on the edge of Sedgmoor) 
lay in; the duke gave him a gratuity, and fent him back 
again to make a further difcovery, and bring a further 
account thereof, but he was unfortunately taken, and 
returned no more ; upon which the duke riding into the 
town, his horfe in a very Itrange and unufual manner 
threw him, which I oftentimes fince thought was omi- 
nous: about eleven o'clock at night the army marched 
out.of Bridgewater, toward Wefton, which provedafatal 
night. The night after, being Monday night, I was 
taken about twenty miles diftant, at an alehoufe, with 
two young men (o>ie a Londoner) our horfes being car- 
ried to Bath, and we to be fent after with a guard; but 
I, having an opportunity, got off, and left my comrades 
behind, who I underftood did alfo follow my example; 
but being taken again the fame day, and delivered into 
the hands of a Roman-Catholic, he took care, and con- 
veyed me to Wells, before the lord F , who with 

the king's army was arrived there from Sedgmoor; his 
lordlhip being prepoffeffed againft me, would hear no- 
thing at all ; I offered to fpeak, but he told me, I fhoukl 
be hangcd,&c. and immediately fent me a priloner to 
the lower church in Wells, which was then full of the 
fame fparks ; and under a multitude of paffages that 
happened, too tedious to relate, I had not been theie 
above two days and two nights, but I was micxpetiiy 

releafed, by means of the bifiiop of \V r, wh<> 

had obtained my lord F 's content; fo then I !w.J 

a pafs given me, under the hand and leal of the lord 

bifhop, by order and confent of the ("aid lord V > 

to require' all officers, civil and military, to fuller me to 
pafs to my place of abode ; notwithstanding which (as I 
was on my journey) I was again feized, and hurried away 
to Bath, and there had before another great man, who 
was exalpcratcd againft me alfo by the information 0 
Tome enemies, that had told him how great a rebel I had 
been, and that I had proclaimed the duke king, m { f 
pretence of four thoufand men, &c. wlvch appearing!" 
very vifiblc by their offering to '.'wear it, the laid great 
' man 



EXTRAORDINARY TRIAL, &c, of Mr. JOHN" TUTCHIN. 



• 809 



man in a fury told me, he would take care I fhould be 
hanged, notwithftanding my pafs ; and fo fent me to 
the common gaol in Bath, where I remained about four- 
teen weeks, and then was had to Wells, and there con- 
demned. But I had forgot to mention, that as foon as 
J was committed to Bath prifon, 1 fent a tneffenger to 

acquaint the bifhop of W r, that notwithftanding 

his and my lord F 's pafs, I was again committed 

to Bath prifon; which he feemed to be much concerned 
at; but in the end I was given to a pardon-monger, and 
he made his market upon me, though afterwards I was 
told (when too late) that the judge had inflruaions from 
above, that I fhould notfuffer.. When I was at the bar, 
it was in the J'ront of above two. hundred more, that all 
received fentence together; unto whom the judge made 
a 1'peech of an hour long, to wheedle them all into a 
confeffion, by quoting places of fcripture, to fet forth 
the hcinoufnefs of their crime of rebellion; and then 
comes with a long harangue, .telling us, how merciful 
the king was,, and how ready he was tp lhew mercv to 
the word of us;, in which he had this lofty expreflion 
(which I remember I did not then believe), Nay, fays 
he, and thumps the cufhion, I had almoft faid, the king 
is more ready to forgive, than you were to rebel." 



A full Account of the Trial, Sentence, and happy Deliver- 
ance of Mr. JOHN TUTCHIN, in Dorchefler, in 
the County of Dorfet. Alfo of WILLIAM WISE- . 
MAN, EDWARD JERVAISE, &c. 

MR. John Tutchin, a young gentleman of Hamp- 
(hlre, was among the feveral perfons defigned to 
be whipped, according to a fentence, which, perhaps, 
no hidory can parallel. 

This young gentleman had the misfortune, with many 
others of his acquaintance, to be in the intereft of the 
duke of Monmouth, but had a better fortune than many 
of them, by concealing his name: for when he was 
taken a prifoner.by the country guard, he was committed 
to prifon under the borrowed name of Thomas Pitts, 
and his real name was; not difcovered till after he was ac- 
quitted of the rebellion, no perfon appearing againft 

However, Jeffreys having difcovered his true name 
before Mr. Tutchin was gone from the prifon, was re- 
foivt d upon revenge, and faid, he was never fo far out- 
witted, by an old or young rogue in his life; and after 
he had examined Mr. Tutchin to many particulars, by 
which Mr. Tutchin knew that Jeffreys had a trueaccount 
ofliini; for he told him the time when he was in Hol- 
land, the very place where he lodged there, the manner 
of his corning over, and the name he went by at that 
time; and finding Mr. Tutchin would not anfwer to fome 
quefiions he aflced him, concerning fome gentlemen in 
Hampfbire, who were concerned with Mr. Tutchin in 
raifing fome men at Lymington, for the fervice of the 
duke of Monmouth, I fay, after this, he was refolved 
to try Mr. Tutchin again. 

Mr. Tutchin ftill pretended ignorance in thefe mat- 
ters to his prifon-keeper, who was fet upon Mr. Tut- 
chin by Jeffreys, to bring him to a confeflion : but 
the gaol-keeper, whofe name was Knapton, though 
be feemed an enemy to the duke's men, coloured 
many things that might have taken away the lives of 
feveral, and did what he could to allay the heat of the 
implacable judge. 

As we have given no ill character of this gaoler, Mr. 
Knapton, it may be a pardonable digreflion, to tell the 
reader fomething of another, which I had from the 
mouth of Mr. Tutchin : when Richardfon, the keeper 
of Newgate, brought down the Hewlings, and fome 
other gentlemen, to Dorchefter againft the affizes, the 
faid Richardfon drinking with another gaoler, faid, 
"Come, brother, here's to our good health; this is our 
time to make our fortunes, and now we muft lay alide 
all humanity, for no companion is to be ftiewn to thefe 
dogs." , , ■ 

To return, however, to Mr. Tutchin, he was brought 
"P again to the hall ; but Jeffreys not caring to indiahim 



for rebellion, pretended that the crime of changing his 
name deferveda fevere fentence; and thereupon paffed 
fentence as follows : That he lhould remain in prifon 
during the fpace of feven years; that once every year he 
fhould be whipped through all the market-towns in 
Dorfetfhire; that he fhould pay a fine of one hundred 
marks to the king, and find fecurity for his- good be- 
haviour during life. 

We fhould obferve, that when this fentence was paft 
upon Mr. Tutchin, the ladies in the court, of which 
there were a great many; all burft out a crying ; but 
Jeffreys turning towards them, faid, Ladies, if you did 
but know what a villain this is, as well as I. do, you 
would fay, this fentence is not half bad enough for 
the wretch. ■ • : 

Having paffed. the. fentence, the clerk of the arraigns 
flood up, and faid, My lord, there are a great many 
market-towns in this county, the fentence reaches to a 
whipping about once a fortnight, and he is a very young 
man. Aye, fays Jeffreys,. he is a young man, but he is 
an old rogue ; and all the intereft in England fliall not 
reverfe the fentence I have paffed upon him. 

True it is, no devil incarnate could rage, nor no 
Billingfgate woman could fcold worfe than this judge 
did at this young gentleman whilft he was at the bar ; he 
called him a thoufand rogues and villains, told him that 
he was a rebel from Adam, that never any of his family 
had the leaft loyalty; and, faid he, 1 underftand you 
are a wit and a poet,, pray; fir, let' you and J cap verfes. 
Mr. Tutchjirr fmiled in his face, and told him, He 
knew upon what ground he flood, and when he was 
overmatched. 

While under this barbarous fentence, Mr. Tutchin's 
friends endeavoured to perfuade himto fue for a pardon ; 
but he utterly refufed it, and drew up a petition with his 
own hand (of which the following is an exaft copy) which 
was prefented to the king at Winchefter. . - 

"""The Petition of JOHN TUTCHIN to the, Kjnc. 

"To the Kings Majefty : the bumlle Petition of JotfN 
- ■ Tutchin, of Lymington, inthe County of Southampton, 
Gent, novo a Prifoner in the 1 County Gaol of Dorfet, 



" r T" , HATyour petitioner now lies in this prifon un- 
JL der fentence of the lord chief juftjee Jeffreys, to 
remain in the faid prifon during the fpace of feven years, 
that once every year he .fhall be whipped through all the 
market towns in Dorfetlhire, that be iball pay a.fine of 
one hundred marks to the king, and 6nd fecurity .for bis 
good behaviour during life* ' 

" That this fentence was paft upon your petitioner, 
under pretence of his having changed his name, and no 
matter of treafon or rebellion being proved upon him. 

" That your petitioner has always demeaned himfelf 
according to his duty required by law, and that he is 
ready to venture his life in defence of a lawful kingi that 
fhall govern according to. law, in prefervation of the 
liberties of EngliJbmen. 

" That he humbly copceives, the fentence paffed 
upon him by the faid- Jeffreys is worfe than death; and 
therefore, 

" Humbly prays your majefty will be mercifully 
pleaied to grant him the favour of being hanged 
with thofe of his fellow-prifoners, that are coni 
dem.ned to die; and till then 

" Your petitioner fhall ever pray, &c. 

" John Tutchj'n." 

^^St^JSa '^alimn.oriaua^^ 



That is, " I prefer death t< 



1 ignominious whipping." 



By this petition it may befeen, that Mr. Tutchin was 
a young man when he wrote it ; for many exceptions were 
made againft it: to the kings majefty, iriftead of th« 
king's moft excellent majefty; arid y»u jnay be Aire, the 
9 L weftern 
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■weftern hangman did not overlook his calling of him 
plain Jeffreys in the body of his petition. 

However, the court efteemed it a barbarous fentence;' 
and it is faid, the king efteemed it no lefs. But all the 
anfwer that could be got, was from the lord Sunderland,- 
That Mr. Tulchin mud wait with patience; 

Hereupon, Mr. Tutchin endeavoured to get a pardon 
from the people who had grants of lives, many of" them 
506, fome 1000, more or lefs, according as they had 
intereft with the kings but Jeffreys would not lb much 
as hear his name mentioned, and the fentence was or- 
dered to be executed. 

About four or five days before the execution of the 
fentence, a brother-in-law of Mr. Tutchin's.a phyfician, 
perfuaded him to take a dofc of phyfic to make himfelf 
fick, by which means the execution might be put off, and 
perhaps in that: time Tome means might be found for 
his enlargement: he took the dole, and in three or four 
days the fmall-pox came out very thick upon him, no 
mamever had them to a higher degree ; and in that 
condition . he lay by himfelf in prifon, nobody to look 
after him but his fellow-prifoners, for there being a 
peftilential diftemper in the prifon, of which fome 
fcores died every week, any communication with the 
prifoners was prohibited by the magiftrates of the 

Mr. Tutchin lying in this rniferable condition, and his 
life being defpaired of, his friends worked the eafier with 
Jeffreys to get the fentence reverfed, which fome peo- 
ple would have believed . a. fign of repentance in 
Jeffreys, had .he. not taken -the money himfelf. After i 
Mrs. Tutchin had done this laft kind office for her fon, 
fhe fickened of the fmall-pox, and died, his: brother and \ 
two lifters fell fick of the fame diftemper ; fo that when 
Mr. Tutchin had . friends allowed to come to him, like 
Job's comforters, they brought him the tidings that his 
mother was dead, and all the relations he had in the world 
were a dying, and that they had contracted for a pardon 
for more money than he was worth, for a life which he 
never valued. So he was popt into a pardon amongft 
others; for it was ufual at that time for one courtier to 
get a pardpn of the king for half a fcore, and then by 
the affiftance of Jeffreysto augment the fumto fourfcore 
or an hundred, and fo this unfortunate gentleman for- 
tunately got out of his broil. 

Notwithstanding we muft not leave Mr. Tutchin here, 
though what afterwards we (hall fa.y of him, does not re- 
late to what was trarifaCbedirrthe Weft, yet it may not 
be amifs to (hew how the providence of God. does often 
change the face of things, and alter (he circumftances 
ahd conditions of men, fo that thofe who boaft of their 
power, and;exercife their authority with the greateft fe- 
verity, many' times become the fcorn and contempt of 
thofe they have triumphed over: whocould have thought, 
when Jeffreys pad that fentence on Mr. Tutchin in the 
Weft, that cever Mr: Tutchin fhould fee that wicked 
judge a prifoner, • apprehended by the injured people, 
and committed by a tool of bis own party ? Yet fo it 
come to pafs. 

Jeffreys having endeavoured to make his efeape be- 
yond fea in a Tailor's habit, was difcovered by one, to 
whom he had done fome a£ls of injuftice, and was taken 
in Anchor-and-Hbpe-Alley, in Wapping, and by the 

mob carried before the inflrument of Popery, fir J 

C , then lord-mayor of the city of London, and 

by him committed to the Tower. 
: When Mr. Tutchin heard of this, he went to pay his 
lordfhip a vifit s who did not know Mr. Tutchin at firft, 
he being much altered with the fmall-pox ; but Jeffreys 
underftanding who he; was, told him he was glad to fee 
him ;. Mr. Tutchin anfwered, He was glad to fee him 
in that place. Jeffreys returned, That time and place 
happened to all men, and that when a man was born, 
he knew not what death he mould die, nor what his 
circumftances fhould be in this life, and abundance of 
fuch cant ; but added. That he had ferved his mailer 
very faithfully, according to his confeience. . Mr. Tut- 
chin aflced him, Where his confeience was when he 
pafl.thatfentencejUpon him in the Weft ? Jeffreys faid, 
rYiOU are a young man, and an enemy to the. government, 



and might live to do abundance of mifchief ; and it 
was part of my inftructions, to fpareno man of courage 
parts, or . eftate; but withal added, that his iriflruaiom 
were much more fevere than the execution of them, and 
that at his return he was fnubbed at court for being too 
merciful. So after he had treated Mr. Tutchin with a 
glafs of wine, Mr. Tutchin departed. 

Some fhort time after this, Jeffreys-had a barrel of 
oyfters fent him to the Towerj which he caufed to be 
opened, faying, He thanked- God he had fome friends 
left. But when the oyfters were tumbled out on the 
table, a halter came out with them, which made hirh 
change his countenance, and fo palled his ftbmach, that 
he could eat none of them. This was confidently re- 
ported to be done by Mr. Tutchin ; but I having heard 
him proteftthat he was not in the leaft concerned therein, 
we muft believe it to be done by another hand. 

One William Wifeman was the fecond in the lift of 
perfons fentenced to be whipped* a boy of about 14 or 
15 years of age, at that time an apprentice to a barber at 
Weymouth. It feems the duke of Monmouth's decla- 
ration was put up in that town in the night time, and 
fome people who. could not read, finding it in the 
morning, took it down, and this boy, being by, read it to 
them. This was his crime, for which Jeffrey's fentenced 
him to be whipped through all the market-towns in 
Dorfetfhire. 

The fentence was accordingly executed firft at Dor- 
chefter, where in confideration of the boy's age he 
was whipped more gently than fome people thought 
neceffary. 

Hereupon* clergyman of the church of England, 
named Blanchard, came to the gaoler, and reviled 
him, faying, He would do his bufinefs for bim with the 
lord chief juftice, for (hamming his fentence, in not 
whipping the hoy half enough. The gaoler breaking 
out in a paffion, faid, You talk of the cruelties of the 
Popifh priefts, but commend me' to a church of Eng. 
land prieft for cruelty : . they are like the country juf- 
tices, who will not believe a man is burnt in the hand, 
unlefs they can fee a hole through it. 

Now whether this parfon made the complaint, or no, 
is uncertain ; but fure it is, complaint was made, and 
the boy was ordered to be whipped again, the mor- 
row following the day he was. whipped before-; which, 
to pleafe this parfon and Jeffreys, was done to that de- 
gree, that the boy fell into a fever, which was likely to 
have cofthim his life. After Jeffreys had leflthe country, 
he was whipped through the town of Weymouth, and 
there the fentence terminated. 

One Edward Jervaife was the third in this lift, a hat- 
ter, of Milbourn-Port. This man, it feems, being in 
fome. company, happened to fay, that he had a Mon- 
mouth in his heart. Upon which he was apprehended, 
and fent to Dorcheftergaol. This man was a criminal 
in another refpefct, which was enough to- hang any at 
that time of day ; for he had three or four uncles, and 
other relations in the duke's army.. I was told one of 
his uncles, being taken prifoner by Kirk, was imme- 
diately ordered to be hanged up, but being a brave 
(tout man, fome of Kirk's officers interceded for his 
life, which Kirk was willing to grant, provided he 
would acknowledge his rebellion; which he refilled to 
do : at length they would releafe him if he would lay. 
God blefs king James, which he alio refufed; and lo 
was hanged, and'the laft words he faid were, Cod blefs 
the duke of Monmouth. 

Edward, his nephew, when he came into court, could 
not deny, that he had Monmouth in his heart, and 
thereupon was fentenced to be whipped through all 
the market-towns in Dorfetfhire, paying a fine to 
the king. . ' 

The fentence having been pa ffed, he fleps toMr. Tut- 
chin (then in court, and who received fentence before 
him)andraid,Mafter,Iunderftandthejigweare todance 
well enough ; but what muft we pay this money for? 
Mr. Tutchin anfwered, you never knew people dance 
without mufic, and this money is ordered to pay the fid- 
dlers. Nay then, fays Jervaife, it is well enough; and 
went away wjth the leaft concern that could be. He 
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was whipped through Dorchefter arid his own town, 
and no more. 

A woman of Lyme was the next, who kept an ale- 
houfe, and brewed her own drink. Two or three days 
after the duke of Monmouth landed, the excife officers 
came to her houfe to collect the duties, but fhe refilled 
it, and faid,fhe would pay no more excife till the duke of 
jvlonmouth was king of England. For which crime fhe 
was fentericed to be whipped through all the market- 
tovtfns inDorfetfhire.and was whipped through Dorchef- 
ter and Lyme, and no further. For when Jeffreys was 
gone out of the country, the juftices were not fo fevere, 
and connived at the gaolers flopping part of the fen- 

Befides thefe there was another in Dorchefter prifon, 
that was alike fentenced to: be whipped; he profeffed 
himfelf to be an aftrologer and phyfician, but was very 
unluckily milled by the. ftars into tbecountryat this time; 
for comingto a corporation town to vend his phy fic, and 
tell fortunes; the people not knowing but that he was a 
conjuror indeed, defired him to conl'ult the ftars about 
the fate of the duke of Monmouth then in arms; he 
erected bis fcherrie, and found that king James would, 
be ruined and undone, and that the duke of Monmouth 
would happen to be king in a fhort time, which coming 
to the magiftrates ears; 1 they committed him to prifon, 
where he erected another Tcheme concerning his own 
fate, when he found by the ftars that he would be whipped 
at the cart's arfe for erefling his former fcheme ; which 
proving true, he could not fay that the ftars always de- 
ceived him. 

The reader has now a fhort account of the whipping 
fentences in Dorchefter, which fentences, together with 
fome others executed before that time, were made one 
article againft the late king James upon the revolution, 
and are included in the bill of rights ; fo that no king of 
England for the future can be guilty of fuch illegal bar-, 
barities without refkaion on the fate of that unhappy 
monarch. 

There were in this prifon, at one time, in one room 
nineteen young gentlemen, and not one of them twenty- 
one years of age, and all of them were hanged, except 
Mr. Tutchin. 

Major Holmes was in this prifon, who had. been a 
lieutenant-colonel in the duke of Monmouth's fervice; 
he was taken prifoner after the Philips-Norton fight, and 
though his arm was fhot to pieces, fo that it hung by a 
piece of flefh, the barbarous foldiers ftript him ftark 
naked and carried him before a juftice of peace, who 
being at dinner.ordered him to be kept till he had dined. 
The fervants got the colonel into the kitchen, and gave 
him fome clothes to cover his nakednefs, and fome re- 
frefhment; in which time the colonel laying his fhat- 
tercdarm on the drefler, with the cook-maid's knife cut 
off his arm with his own hand. 

ft is proper to mention this gentleman, becaufe per- 
haps there was never more indignity offered to grey hairs 
and real worth, than in theperfon of this colonel Holmes. 
One day he was.fitting in a littlegarden in the prifon with 
the Hewlings and about three more young gentlemen, 
when a certain lord, well known at that time, came and 
infulted him, and told him it was a fhame to fee an old 
man among a parcel of boys. Mr. Tutchin told his.lprd- 
ihip, that the word boy there durft fight him for his life ; 
faid the colonel, my lord, thefe are boys, but they are 
brave boys; and let mc be well imounted at the head of 
thefe boys, we will fight your lordfhip for our lives at the 
headof the beft troop of guards. The indignities offered 
by that lord were far beneath a gentleman, and fuitable 
io the courage he fhewed in the late king's fervice; but 
when he went from this company to the common fide, 
he was there as much infulted by one Furrard, a high- 
wayman, who called him a thonfand rogues, cowards, 
and villains. 

The ufage of the prifoners was indeed barbarous 
enough, the gaolers were obliged, to fhew them to every 
little fellow in authority, fo that they ; were daily infulted, 
and paid dear enough for every thing they had; but 
what was molt barbarous, they would , not allow their 
relations, to come to them in the time of their fickn.efs, fo 



that many died for want of help in a peftilential diflem- 
per, the like perhaps was never known. The fmall-pox 
'at that time was the worft that was known, very . few re- 
covered of it. Mrs. Mary Blake, a young lady of Taun- 
ton, who was committed to this prifon for making the 
colours prefeuted to the duke of Monmouth, died of 
this diftemper, to the great grief of her family ; as did 
feveral others. 

However, the greateft perfecutors and infulters of 
thefe poor people were the country parfons : they did 
not preach to the fpirits in prifon, but they reviled them. 
One of them, when he heard (bme condemned perfons 
inprayerjufl before their execution, faid, Thefe fellows 
will pray the devil out of hell; and the prifon wasfel- 
dom free of the black coats. 

Thanks be to God, however, we now fpeak of thefe 
things only, and do not fee them; and that thofe who 
are now. living, though they have loft their eflates, yet 
they fee what they contended for, I mean- their liberty 
and property eftablifhed. 



The Life and Death of GEORGE, Lord JEFFREYS. 

LORD Jeffreys was born at Afton, near Wrexham, \ 
in Denbighshire; in Wales, about the year 1648, 

his: father's name was Jeffreys; being reputed a 

gentleman in that country, though of no large fortune or 
eftatej however he lived very comfortably on whathehad, 
improving his yearly income by his induftry ; and gained 
by his plain and honeft endeavours a good repute amongft 
the gentry of thofe parts; infomuch that it was not l6ng 
before he, upon the recommendation of fome perfori of 
interefl and ability, married a wife of a good family, and 
they lived very comfortably together in their rural habi- 
tation, being far from ambition, or ftriving for court 
favour; but contented with what God had bleffed them 
with, and the fruits of their own induftry, they found 
a folid happinefs in that contentment. Nor had they 
lived together any confiderable time, but amongft other 
children, the fruits of lawful wedlock, God was pleafcd 
to beftow on them the perfon who is intended for the 
fubjeft of this difcourfe, who was in due time baptized 
by the Chriftian name of George; whether he had god- 
fathers, &c. it does not occur; however, he, under the 
care and diligence of his induftrious parents, grew up, 
and appeared to all that knew him, of a very prompt and 
ready wit, acYive, and ftriving for pre-eminence, ever* 
among the companions of his tender age, which lively 
demonftrated that an air of ambition was inherent to 
his perfon. 

When he was capable to receive learning, he was 
put to a country-fchool, where he was furnifhed with 
fuch education as that afforded, which vas not extraor- 
dinary ; yet his natural parts fet it off to the beft advan- 
tage ; and growing to years of fomewhat a ripe under- 
standing, and not very tradable, his father by the advice 
of fome of bis friends caufed him to be.brought to Lon- 
don, and finding him not inclinable to any trade, but 
rather addifted to ftudy, he entered him, or by his pro- 
curement he was entered into the Free-School at Weft- 
minder, where he profited much, fo that he was, by the- 
care of the worthy matter thereof, Toon enabled to under- 
ftand the languages, or at Jeafl as many of them as were 
neceffary for the ftudy of the law, which above other 
things he aimed at ; though his father feemed not very 
agreeable to his defires; for perceiving in bis foul a more 
than ordinary fpark of ambition, fearing it might kin- 
dle into a flame, and prove one day his ruin; he laboured 
to hinder the ways he conceived moft likely to bring it 
upon him ; and is reported to fay (when he found he 
could not diffuade him from his purpofeii gently clap- 
ping him on the back) Ah, George, George, I fear thou 
wilt die with thy fhoes and ftockings on : what he meant 
by that expreffion, I determine not, but leave the reader 
to conje&ure. •* <-.■■■■ 

On the reftoratjori .of. king Charles the Second, 
affairs in the kingdom wore a new face, the law re- 
vived again, and began to flourifh ; the pra&itioner* 
lived 
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lived in much credit and reputation, arid many of them 
purchafed large ellates, which ferved to wing the deGre 
of this perfon with impatience; and fome fay he was the 
rather Incited to it by a dream he had whilft a fcholar 
at Weftminfter-Schooi, viz. That he fhould be the chief 
fcholar in that fchool, and afterward fhould enrich him- 
felf by fludy and induttry, and that he fhould come to 
be the fecond man in the kingdom, but in conclufion 
fhould fall into great difgrace and mifery. This was 
confidently reported; and fome fay himfelf told it to fun- 
dry perfons fince, when he found the fecond part of it 
was fulfilled, by acquiring the chancellorfhip, and 
Handing high in the favour of his prince. _ ; 

We find, however, the latter part did not deter him 
from his purpofe, for having entered himfelf in the. Inner 
Temple-Houfe.one of the chief inns of court, after his 
performing fuch things as are conformable to the cuf- 
toms.of'tbc houfe, we find him called, to the bar, by the 
intereft he made with the benchers and heads of that 
learned fociety, earlier than had been ufual, leaping 
over the heads of elder graduates. 
. - Thishaving.happe.ned about the twentieth year of the 
reign of king Charles II. and the city of London be- 
ginning, to raifeherfelf out of her allies, more ftately and 
magnificent than before file funk in flames, a facrifice to 
the revenge and malice of the Papifts, as by tbelate in- 
fcription on the monument, and upon record it appears: 
this great- city, I fay, regaining her. trade, her privileges 
and cu Horns were . kept up with great exa&nefs, fo 
that in 'the courts at Guildhall there was much bufinefs; 
which being cohfidered by this perfon as more benefi- 
cial than that at Weftminfter, by reafon of it's frequency, 
and being carried on briefer, and with lets difficulty : 
which induced him togi ve his attendance alfo at Hicks's- 
HaM, and other inferior courts and.places; infomuchthat 
he beingof a bold: prefence, and havingnaturally a fluent 
tongue, an audible voice, and good utterance, he had 
not°pleaded often before he was very much taken notice 
of, and gained fo much credit with the people, that they 
preferred him before any of the younger barrifters; by 
which means he found his liars begin to fmile upon him, 
fo that he was in amanner courted to take fees, and had 
brevrates thruft into his hand frequently in the middle 
of a caufe by perfons, when they perceived it went ill 
on their fides, and was like to go againft them. 

Elated thus withfuccefs, he now thought of nothing 
more than how he might climb ; nor did he want an op- 
portunity, for the next ftation we find him in, is that of 
common-ferjeant to the great and honourable city of 
London; and fo much fortunefavoured him at this time, 
that alderman Jeffreys, the great fmoker, having of- 
ten obferved his difcourfe and aQions, took fuch a lik- 
ing to him, that .being of the fame name, though not in 
the leaft any relation, he backed him with his purfe and 
intereft, which, was not inconfiderable; and thereby not 
only enabled him to carry on his grandeur, but to pur- 
chafe as he found a conveniency or advantage, in order 
to his keeping it up in the world. 

Such, I fayj being the degrees by which he was 
climbing the flippcry flair of honour, to contract a 
firmer alliance, he addreffed himfelf to a brifk young 
widow, daughter to fir Thomas Bludworih, then one of 
the aldermen of the city, and who in the time of the 
dreadful conflagration had the chair; as being then lord- 
mayor; and fo far prevailed upon the lady and her father 
that he gained^ both their contents, and the contract was 
made, the nuptials folemnized, and foon after he had the 
pleafureto behold' the fruits of her labour ; fir John 
Hbwel, the recorder of London, giving place, the recor- 
derfhip became :vacarit, which made this perfon lay hold 
of tfaat opportunity, to ufe his own and the intcrefts of his 
friends, to acquire )that place of trail and honour: nor 
drdbis meafures faii bioi, for by the powerful influence 
he had by this; Offle gained over fundry perfons, who' 
werefjeft. able <to promote Jiim «> what he fo earneftly 
lafaDureditD^TWve-«,het«Schdfcn^ndcorir)rrded recor- 
der of the honourable city;'taking upon hkn tlie-charge 
Eufoiaare of 'the writings, papers, &c. that belong to fo 
greaf.va chaegeyjadd •truilt^ as -that of a'recorder of the 
city of ;Ltstidpn;. .* . : ' : ' 

3 



Now become by thefe means (as himfelf declared) the 
mouth of the city, and, as we may term him, capital 
judge in the Guildhall, in controverfies at the leflions 
held there, &c. and the power of breathing forth fen- 
tences of punilhment being put into his'hands, he found 
his ambition enlarged, aiming at nothing more . than to 
become a court-favourite: nor was it long before an 
opportunity offered itfelf, to make him! be taken notice 
of: for foit happened, that fome. perfons had imprinted 
a pfalter, and entitled it (the better to lhadow the 
injury they had done. to the company :of ftatiohers, by 
invading their property) the King's Pfalter, which oeca- 
fioning a difpute, it was referred to a hearing before the 
council at Whitehall, the king being prel'cnt, and the 
company the better to make out their title and claim, 
carried with them this perfon as their counfel, who in 
opening of the cafe, and making the complaint of the 
apparent injury done to the company, in printing what 
was really their property, he bad- this expreffion, viz. 
They have teemed with' a fpurious b'"at, which being 
claudeftinely'midwifed into the worlds thebetter to cover 
the impofture; they lay it at your, majefly's door, &c. 
This, though the king might have takenlit (for fundry 
reafons) as a refle&ion upon hisroyal perfon,- yet he was 
fo far from fcfenting it that way, that he only turned to 
one of the lords that fat next himy and. faid, This! is a 
bold fellow,. I'll warrant him. And. indeed the (lationers 
had the matter declared by the honourable board in 
their favour. ' ' ; 

The- Popifh plot being difcovered about this time by 
Dr. Oates and others, the nation was for a while in a 
ferment, and matters run extremely high in difputes and 
controverfies, and he failed with the current, declaring 
with much heat and violence again ft the priefts, jel'uits; 
and others of the confpirators and Rom i(h faction ; as 
appeared not only by his vehement expTeffions in plead- 
ing againft them, but the alacrity and little iconcein 
that was vifible in his countenance, when at any time, 
as recorder of London, he palled fentence of death upon 
any of them, which he generally did with more or lei's 
reproach, and became, in. a manner the terror of that 
party. But he no fooner perceived the wind tacking at 
court, and that there wasfome mifunderftanding between 
king Charles the Second and his parliament, than he 
began to fall off, and grow cold in profecuting the ends 
of the government, being frequently at court, and la- 
bouring, as much as in him lay, to draw the roagiftracy 
of the city after him; as appears more efpecially in one 
paffage, viz. The king being recovered of an indifpo- 
fition, that had for fome time put the kingdoms in a feat 
arid doubt of his life, the lord-mayorand aldermen went 
to congratulate him upon his going abroad ; after which, 
and a favourable reception, it was propofed by Jeffreys, 
that they fhould in like manner wait upon his royal high- 
nefs, then duke of York, who was not long before re- 
turned from Flanders; but perceiving no forwardness 
to be feebnded, he only, with his father-in-law, flayed 
behind to gain that accefs. Thefe and other proceed- 
ings created in the city a jealoufy, that he had cfpoufed 
an intereft to'their prejudice, which wrought fo ftrong 
in their conceits, that it was concluded in the council- 
chamber at Guildhall, that he fliould^ relign his rccor- 
derfhip; and accordingly they Tent to him to deliver 
back the papers and writings 'they had intrullcd him 
with; which accordingly was done,' and firGcorgc 1 rcby 
conftituted recorder in his ftead. 

Vexed to the heart at this, he now openly declared 
himfelf to be what before was only fufpettcd, indulging 
his thoughts in nothing more, than how he might re- 
venue it upon the diffenters, to whofe influence on the 
coun of aldermen he attributed -his dirmiifion from the 
recorderfhipVandmfed his endeavours to blacken them 
as much as he could. Yet all -his honour was not funk; 
for he had prevailed for the removal of fir Job Charle- 
: ton from the' chief-jufticefhip of the county-palatine ot 
' Chefler, and by theimporturiity and intereft of Ins P ar y. 
at court, gained it'for himfelf; arid took the firlt p°'- 
! fefliori of that cbargie in much Tplendour, paying at uiai 
time liis' fathers vifit with a numerous train, which, w 
■ it is feported, pW the old ' gentleman in- fuib a ' reI ' 
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for I he drinking up his cyder, and devouring his, provi- 
fions, that lie charged him with the undertaking to 
ruin him, by bringing a whole country at his heels, 
commanding him never to attempt the like prodigality 
aciiiin with hopes offuccefs. 

Several petitions being put up upon the diflblving the 
parliament, in 1682, by moll of the counties, boroughs, 
and corporations of England, for the fpeedy calling 
another, to , redrefs the grievances of the nation ; and 
the king (hewing fonie diflike to that manner of pro- 
ceeding, this pcrfon further to endear himfclf to the 
interelt of the court, declared in his ftation as vehe- 
mently againft them, by faying, He abhorred that peti- 
tioning, &c. from which, and the discountenancing the 
peiitioners as much as in him' lay, he gained the name 
and epithet of an Abhorrer; and upon the burning the 
pope in effigy at Temple-Bar," upon the birth-day of 
queen Elizabeth, amongft other figures, the arch wags 
li;id let one on horfeback with his face to the tail, and a 
paper Qi) his back, viz. I am an abhorrer. 

In the mean time, the parliament being called, met 
at Wcftminftcr, and amongft others, this perfon was 
called before them, for attempting to intrench upon 
the rights and privileges of the people, &c. and obli- 
ged at the bar of the Houfe of Commons (after having 
been heard what he could fay in defence of his proceed- 
ings by his'counfel) to make his acknowledgment upon 
his knees, and receive the reprimand of the fpeaker ; 
whereupon, with fome (harp rebukes, as the cenlure of 
the houfe,. he was difmiffed. 

This parliament being diffolved, and a. call of fer- 
jcants had at the King's-llcnch bar, Weftminfter, he was 
the firft in the roll, and confequently the king's fer- 
jcant ; and as it is ufual to prefent the king with a ring 
on that 6ccafion, the motto he agreed to, was, A Deo 
Rex, a Regc Lex; viz. The king from God, and the 
'aw from the king. And now the Popifii party playing 
their cards with more fecurity, Edward Fitzharris,who 
had been impeached by the Commons, and (tood 
charged' by them of high-treafon ; being ncverthelefs, 
upon the diffolution, tried at the King's-Bench bar, this 
pcrfon was the principal (tickler againft him, and by his 
rhetoric and florid expreffions, wrought fo powerfully 
with the jury, who were' fomewhat in doubt what they 
fliould do in this cafe, that they found him guilty, and 
the impeachment in parliament let afide, he was exe- 
cuted as a' traitor at Tyburn: and foon after this, the 
Diffcntcrs lofiiig their clteem in the eyes of the court 
part)', and fome jultiecs of peace of Middlefex being 
fharp upon them, this pcrfon was chofen chairman at 
the feffions at Hicks's-Hal.l, where he had an opportu- 
nity to make them, as he found his time, feel the re- 
fentment of his anger 1 '; but this place being held too 
low for a fpirit winged with fo large an ambition, he 
aimed at higher things, rcfolving, "like Icarus, to be 
near the fun, though at the hazard of melting his waxen 
vingi, dropping headlong into the fea of inevitable 
ruin. Whereupon perceiving fome hot contcfts in the 
city of London, about the eleaion of magiftrates and 
olltccrs, he turned the edge of his fury that way, info- 
imich, that a I Warranto came down againft the char- 
ter of the honourable city of London, and in fine, after 
much pleading and' arguments pro & contra, the charter 
v.as furrende'red, at lead in content, by thofe that were 
in power, and the king fufpending the execution of the 
nt obtained, catifed fitch orders to be obferved 
•'s lie thought inoft convenient, which being fo well 
blown to the citizens of Loudon, it would' appear a 
prci'umption in me to enter upon particulars; yet the 
illid cavil againft the' city ws, taking the toll of mar- 
'--'is, collecting money to build Cheapfide conduit, Sec. 
-^or was it long after this, that feveral .perfons were 
Tied for rioters, who attended the election of fhcriffs 
and mayor, and fines were paffed upon many worthy 
' ii'/cns, as rioters' on that occafion ; in promoting 
,s hich, this pcrfon as a counfellor by his florid rhetoric 
v as mainly inflrumcntal, by giving the court an ac- 
c , 0U1 -t of t'heir refpcclive abilities, the better to fettle 
' IU: Hues 1 : and' the lord chief jufliee Saunders dying, he 
hicceedcd him as lord chief" juflice of the King's-Bench; 



in which ftation he was fcarccly fettled, but he admitted 
the Popifh lords to bail, that lay under an impeachment 
in parliament, and whole bailing had been refuted by 
his predeceffors, thejudges. ■ > 

Here by the way it will not be amifs to let the reader 
have a taftc of fome paffages that happened on the pub- 
lic ftagc of bufinefs, in the jocular part of this great 
man's life, and the repartees he met with, of which I 
(hall iiiftance a few. 

It happened once upon atrial, that a plain country 
fellow, giving evidence in the court, and prefiir.g it 
home, moved this pcrfon, who was counfel on the other 
fide, to pick a quarrel with thispoor man's leather dou- 
blet, and amonglt other interrogations, bawded out, You 
fellow in the leather doublet, pray what have ) 011 for 
fwearing ? The man upon this, looking lleadily on him-, 
replied, Truly, fir, if you have no more for lying than 
I have for fwearing, you might wear a leather doublet 
as 'well as I. This bluntly retorted, caufed at that 
time much laughter, and filled the town with the dif- 
courfe of it. 

It happened another time, that fome mufician3 
brought an action againft a pcrfon, at whofe wedding* 
day they had played, for the money they were promiled 
or expcfled, when in the'midlt of the evidence, this pcr- 
fon called to one of them, viz. You fidler, &c. at which 
the man feemed difgufted ; he again, upon the party's 
alleging bimfelf to be a mufician, demanded, What 
difference there was between a mufician and a fidler? 
As much, fir, faid he, as there is between a pair of 
bagpipes and a recorder. And he then being re- 
corder of London, it was taken as a fuitable repartee. 

A gentleman in the country having married a city 
orphan, comes and demands her fortune, which was 
about J loci, but by all- the friends that he could make; 
could not procure it, till he goes to Jeffreys, then re- 
corder, and gave him 100 guineas to be his friend to 
get'Oiu his wife's fortune, upon which Jeffreys told him, 
that the court of aldermen would fit fuch a day; the 
gentleman appearing, was called in, Jeffreys being pre- 
fent, who alked him, Sirrah, what's your bufinefs ? 
Upon which the gentleman told him, That he had mar- 
ried a city orphan, and defired he might have her por- 
tion out of the chamber; upon which Jeffreys afked him. 
If he had alked the confent of the court of aldermen ? 
He told him, No. Upon which he called him rogue, 
rafcal, firrah, you fliould have afked Lave from the 
court for fuch a marriage. He told him he underflood 
not the culloin of the city, and begged their pardon, 
being a country gentleman. Upon this Jeffrc) s abufed 
him again ; but afterwards gave him a note for his mo- 
ney; his public railing upon him being only to blind 
the court, that they- might not fufpecl him bribed. 

When, he was chief juflice,. being at a country affize, 
trying a caufc, an old man with a great beard came to 
give evidence before him, and not doing it to his mind; 
he began to cavil with his beard, and amongft other ex- 
preffions told him. That if his confcicnccwas as large as 
his beard, he might well fwear any thing. This fo net- 
tled the old blade, that without any refpect to his great- 
nefs, he brifkly replied, My lord, if you go about to 
mcafurc confcicnc.es by beards, your lordfhip has 

Nov/ Jeffreys profecutcd Mr. Baxter for his para- 
phrafc upon the New Tcftament, and fent him to pri- 
fon ; he coming out by an Habeas Corpus, was fain to 
abfeond in the country (in conftant pain) till the term.. 
Then his often waitings at the bar (where he could not 
fland) and then to be railingly treated by Jeffreys and 
Withins, and called rogue and knave, and not differed 
to (peak one word of anl'u er for himfclf, and his coun- 
fel being reviled thai offered to fpeak for him, was •fat- 
harder to him than his imprifonment. And then go- 
ing from the bar, he only faid, That bis predeceffor. 
thought othcrwife of him. Jeffreys replied, There was 
not an honed man in England that look him not for a 
knave; not excepting the king, that had given him ano- 
ther tcftimony in words. 

The feveral trials in the Weft were deferred for fome 
time after the fatal blow given to the duke ofMomivnuh 
9 M 
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on Tower-Hill, becaufe of my lord's being at Tun- 
bridge ; but the latter end of \uguft, he with a fpecial 
commiffion of Oyer and Terminer, afTzlled with four 
other judges, fet forward with a party of horfe, he being 
made by fpecial commiffion their general. The firft 
place he came at, was Winchelter, where were divers 
pri loners on fufpicion ; but here began the tragedy : for 
the lady Lille was there arraigned for high-treafon, in 
harbouring Mr. Hicks and Mr. Nelthorp, that had been 
concerned with the duke; the lady bcingon her trial, the 
jury being diffatisfied once and again, but my lord's threats 
and other jnanagcry, fo difpofed the jury, that at laft 
they brought the lady in guilty; on which he pronoun- 
ced the lenience of death on her, as ufual in fuch cafes; 
but (he had the favour of being beheaded: their other 
prifoners were carried to Sali/bury; and this was the 
molt remarkable thing at thoTe affizes. 

For Salilbury they let forward from thence, where 
were many prifoners that had been picked up and down 
the country, then in the gaol, the which, with thofe 
that were brought from Winton, were ordered to be 
carried to Dorchcfter, there not being evidence enough 
to accomplifh what was then defigned by my lord; lb 
that little of moment paffed there, but to purfue the 
matter, proceeds from thence to Dorcheftcr, where he 
with his affiflants, gownmen and fwordtnen, arrived on 
the 3d of September, on which day, being Thurfday, 
the commiffion was read. Friday morning there was an 
excellent fermon preached before their lordfhips, by a 
worthy divine, chaplain to a worthy pcrfon of that 
country, much tending to mercy : it was obferved, that 
while my lord chief jutlicc was in church at prayers, as 
well as at fermon, lie was feen to laugh ; which was fo 
unbecoming a pcrfon in his character, that ought, in fo 
weighty an affair as he was then entering upon, to have 
been more ferious, and have craved the afliltancc of 
Almighty God. 

When the fermon was over, their lordfhips repaired 
to the court, which by order of the lord chief juftice was 
hung with red cloth, a colour fuitable to fuch a fuccccd- 
iiv bloody tragedy, being accompanied by a numerous 
company of the gentry of that county, as well as the 
flower of the neighbouring counties of Somerfet and 
Dcvonfhirc, and then proceeded to give his charge; in 
which charge, by reafon of the feverity of his fentimcnts, 
and pofitions laid down to make difcoveries of all fuch 
as were abettors, aiders, or affillers to the late duke of 
Monmouth, on pain of high-treafon, which was a great 
furprife to all the auditors, and fo vehemently urged, 
and fo palfionatcly expreffed, as Teemed rather the lan- 
guage of a Romifh inquifitor, than a Protellant judge ; 
and°thcn adjourned until eight o'clock next morning, 
when a bill was found againft thirty perfons charged with 
high-treafon, for aiding and affilting the late duke of 
Monmouth ; who put themfelves on their trials, not- 
withftanding my lord's threatening, That if any did put 
themfelves on trial, and the country found them guilty, 
they mould have but a little time to live. And at the 
fame time inlinuated, That it were better to plead 
guilty, if they expeftcd any favour. 

** Now thefc thirty bcingon trial, the evidences being 
fworn and examined before the jury ; by the violent 
deportment of the lord chief juftice, and fharpnefs of the 
jury, they found twenty-nine guilty, though Come of them 
were very hardly dealt with, and not fo criminal as my 
lordandthecountry imagined. Particularly omongft the 
twenty-nine, were Mr. Matthew Bragg, of Thorncomb, 
and fofeph Speed, of Culliton, in the county of Dc- 
vonfhire, and Mr. Smith, conftable of Chardftock, 
in the faid county, and George Steward, of Culliton 
aforefaid. 

" Thefe perfons being found (as before) guilty, my lord 
immediately pronounced fentence of death on them all, 
as is ufual in cafes of high-treafon, and did the fame night 
give a warrant to the flieriff for the execution of thirteen 
of the twenty-nine on Monday following ; which acord- 
ingly was done, notwithstanding great application was 
made to the lord chief juftice by gentlemen of the bell 
quality, in this and the neighbouring counties, for a re- 
prieve for Mr. Bragg, to all which he was deaf, and not 



to be prevailed upon, though lie was a Uiired ol" hi , : lo : . ,.(],. 
and true conformity to the church of F-ngkin;i, ;<_•/'. 
availed nothing. A 1 laft it was only rcqneftcd for ten (j ; , v j 
refpite, yet that had no better effect ; but on MontW 
he with twelve more of that number were accordingly 
executed at Dorcheftcr. 

In the interim this proceeding was defigned to fhorten 
bufinefs, and to wheedle the reft that were to follow 
to a confeffion, without which the tenth part of them 
could not be proved guilty. A method was alio taken 
without precedent, to entrap many poor ignorant pec-pie, 
by a couple of officers that were lent into the g.iol, it' 
call over, and to take the names of the prifoners, on 
promife, if they confeft'ed, they might expect mercy, 
otherwife not; which many did. And this was written 
fo, that had they pleaded not guilty, thefe two were de- 
figned to have been evidences againft them from their 
own confelfions, which fo difpofed the remaining great 
numbers, that all, except a very few, pleaded guilt)', 
which put an end to any further trial. 

Now the only thing remaining, was the pronouncing 
fentence on them, which were in number 29a, who re- 
ceived fentence of death all at once. One Mr. Law- 
rence put hiinfelf on trial, but by the jury found guilty, 
whofc cafe was hard, his circumltanccs being fo fuia'fl 
to be condemned to die; and had actually fuffered, 
had not application been made to my lord s favourites, 
and with the payment and fecuring of 400I. preferved 
him from execution. 

When this matter was adjufted, and execution award- 
ed to about 80, which were executed, and their quarters 
fet up and down the country to the dread of the fpefcla- 
tors, as well as the annoyance of the travellers ; his ex- 
traordinary whippings, though unmerciful, are not to he 
taken notice of. So we leave this place, and proceed 
towards the city of Exon : in their way thither, lying at 
an honourable gentleman's hottfe, divers of the neigh- 
bouring parilhes made their petitions to t he lord chief 
juftice in the behalf of fomc relations concerned. It 
happened, that through fomc di (order among ft his fcr- 
vants, fomc piflols were fired that night, which gave 
him a fufpicion, or at lcall he took it, of fomc delign 
upon him ; on which at parting be faid, Not a man of 
all thofe parifhes that were of that vicinity, if found 
guilty, fhould cfcape. And fo we proceed, and arrive 
at F.xon, where to the number of 243 prifoners being in 
cuftody for aflifting the faid duke of Monmouth, one 
amonglt the reft, Mr. Fower Acers, pleading not guilty, 
he being found by the jury, the laid lord chief juftice. 
immediately pronounced fentence upon him, and im- 
mediate execution, which was done to terrify the left, 
who all pleaded guilty ; fo that thefe unfortunate people 
had not time to have the fairnefs of trials allowed them, 
which is a right due by the laws of God and man. The 
remaining number he all condemned ; and here was a 
little (paring, not fomany ordered for execution as were 
in the other county, but thofe that were executed, were 
hung up and down in molt towns of the county, and 
their quarters and heads fcattercd up and down the high- 
ways and public places. An extraordinary fentence im 
feverc whipping was pronounced againft Mr. Sarmi'.'l 
Staple, of Thorncomb, in the faid county ; but thefe are 
trifles, and wc (hall endeavour to purfue our defign, and 
make as quick di ('patch as we can, that time may not l>- 
loft, the king ferved, and this mifcreant's third quench- 
ed with Protellant blood, which is always well plcaliiig 
to inquilitors, and fo proceed to the town of Taunton, 
at which place being arrived, it was thought fit by d' ; " 
lord chief juftice to be as expeditious as might be ; l>> 
that late in the afternoon the court fat, where the cotu- 
miflion being read, he proceeded to give charge, which 
was fo very keen and full of fharp invectives, as ii :!«-' 
country itfelf had not been able to make expiation tohn 
lordfhip, to quench his third in the blood of thofe that 
ventured their all in defence of the Protellant religi""; 
and here we enter upon the bloodied part of the tragedy; 
in this town, and at Welts in the faid county, were iv.orc 
than 500 prifoners. 

Now to begin at Taunton; the next morning after die 
charge given, the affizes began, where Come fewpe: them- 



The LIFE and DEATH of GEORGE, LORD JEFFREYS. 



on trial, who were found guilty, and immediately 
,„d.-!Vil to be executed : of which number one Mr. Si- 
mon Hambling was one, who was a zealous worthy good 
.„ p.nd his cafe noway dangerous, but on the contra- 
j v -" had he had to do with a judge of'another ftamp. To 
proceed to the reft : this fi'rft cruelty caufed the reft to 
pi end sjuilty in hopes of favour, which was only a few 
days to live, which thofe that pleaded had not. A- 
liioDg'l thefc-at Taunton were divers eminent perfons 
that had been taken in the Weft, and carried to London, 
and brought down there to complctethc bloody tragedy 
iii thofe parts: Mr. Parrot, Mr. Mewling, the elder, 
Mr. Lille, Mr. Jenkins, Mr. Hucker, and divers others 
were very eminent. To take notice of every particular 
in this matter, will alter our defign, and ("well the account 
to too great a bulk, being only defigned for a fhorl 
fketch ; and ufeful it may be to fee the cruelty of men 
when in their power, and how the devil ftirreth up hisin- 
llruments, to purfue thofe that adventure for the caufe 
of God and religion. Here were in this country executed 
2 ag, the reft that were condemned were tranfportcd, 
except fuel) as were able to furnifh coin, and that not 
a little : for an account was taken of men's abilities, ac- 
cording to which the purchafefor life mud he managed 
by two of bis favourites, who had a fmall fliarc, the reft 
went into his lordlhip's pocket ; according to the aclions 
of Koine, where fins of any kind may be pardoned for 
money. This indeed was a glorious defign in the eye of 
the mother church, to root out hercfy by executions 
and tranfportations, to make room for a pack ; here ex- 
pedition mull be made to conclude at Wells, for that a 
great man being fallen, our great judge defigning his 
chair, which infliorthe had, as the reward of fo eminent 
and extraordinary a piece of fervice as he did for the ad- 
vancement of the Roman-Catholics interefl, which is 
cruel always where it prevails. 

Here we leave the town of Taunton, after awarding 
execution to many there, and their quarters to befcatter- 
cd up and down the country ; fo we proceed to Wells, 
where divers prifoners that had been carried from gaol 
to gaol, in expectation of evidence again ft them, were 
in carts removed to Wells: in which place, to finifh this 
expedition, the fame method as was at the former aifizes, 
was alfo taken here by a fevere charge, affronting the 
gentlemen of this county, as he had done in all the 
counties before, terrifying the juries (when any pleaded) 
to make them bring in the perfons guilty; fame of 
which were over-awed, and it is doubted contrary to 
their judgments ; which if fo, the Lord forgive them. 

Many eminent and worthy perfons that received the 
feiucnce of death were among this number, but the exe- 
cutions of the county being put together, as you have 
before feen, we make no particular divifion of the num- 
ber here, and the number at Taunton, the whole being 
rcci ted before : wc ihall therefore endeavour to be as brief 
as wc can, to give you what we think material, and truly 
matter of fad"; my lord now being come to conclude this 
extraordinary commiffion, and in hafte to be elevated, 
makcih all manner of difpatch to repair to the king then 
at Windfor, to give an account of his tranfaaions, and 
to receive the reward of his meritorious fervice, in 
this butchering of Protctlants, which is fo acceptable to 
his holinefs, and his bigotted difciplcs, as nothing can 
he more; and indeed, if you will believe them, a work 
i hat merits heaven at laft, befides what temporal prefer- 
ments are thought fit in this world. If this judge were 
a true Proteftant, his cafe is much the worfe, being made 
ulb of as a tool to deftrov, and carry on Popifli defigns. 
Thus the affairs being ended, the country filled with 
heads and quarters of thofe that were executed, the reft 
'"'it had not wherewith to purchafe their lives, left in 
cnllody in order for transportation. 

When this bloody tragedy in the Weft was over, our 
I'rotcllant judge returns to London : foon after which 
ifh felt the anger of fomebody behind 
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night be preferred, and 

alleging, that it was no way's reafonable that the 
juries of London fliould lie under fuch a reproach, &c. 



ow find this perfon arrived 
e of honour: the purfe and mace were 
;rved for him, vacant by the death of the lord-keeper 
| North, and he advanced to the lord-cbancclloi fhip of 
England ; raifed by this means, as one might think, 
above the envy of the crowd ; and it might be wifhed, 
in fo dangerous a height he had looked better to his 
foot-fteps; for now being created baron of Weill, we 
find him in a high commiffion, or eccleliaftical court, 
fufpending the honourable the lord bifliop of London, 
from performing the epif copal office and function of 
that fee, and for no other default, than not readily com- 
plying with the king's letter, in fufpending Dr. Sharp, 
lean of Norwich, for preaching a fcrmon in the parifii 
hurch of St. Giles's in the Fields, at the requeft of the . 
arifhioners, {hewing the errors and fallacies of the Ro- 
mifh religion ; the better to confirm them in the faith 
and doctrine of the church of England. Nor was it 
this good bifliop alone that was aimed at; for Magdalen- 
College, at Oxford, was next attempted, and in that very 
mother of learning, and chief feminary of our church, 
fuch alterations were made as flartled the kingdom ; by 
whole counfel I undertake not to determine : but in the 
midlt of liberty of conscience, as twice declared, the 
church of England had a tcft put upon her Ions, which 
feemed fuch a paradox that has been rarely heard of, 
viz. To read the king's declaration for liberty of con- 
feienceinthe churches, during the timeof divine fervice, 
and a mark, and penalties threatened to the refufers ; 
which was evidently demonftrated by the imprifonment 
of thofe worthy patriots of the church, his grace the 
lord arebbifhop of Canterbury, the lord bifhops of Bath 
and Wells, Ely, Peterborough, Chichefter, St. Afaph, 
and Briftol ; who for fhewing their rcafbns why they 
could not comply with this command, by way of hum- 
ble petition, were fent to the Tower, and afterwards tried 
upon information of high mifdemeanor, at the court of 
Kings-Bench; where their innocence appearing in a 
plain manner, they were acquitted, to the fcandal of their 
accufcrs : yet orders were fent into all parts of England, 
to return an account to the lord-chancellor, of thole that 
refufed to read the declaration, that they might be pro- 
ceeded againll, for a contempt of what their confidences 
would not permit them to do ; and for a time they were 
extremely hot upon it. Much about this time there was 
a confiderable fuit depending before him in chancery, 
between a great beirefs and others, which was fufEci- 
cntly talked of in the world, not without loud and deep 
reflection on his honefty and honour ; for having given 
the caufe for the young lady, he very fpeedily afterwards 
married her to his fbn ; with this remarkable circum- 
flancc, (he being a I'apift, to make fare work, he mar- 
ried them both ways, both by a pried of the church 
of Rome, and a divine of the church of England. 
And here, I think, we may place the height of 
his honour and happinefs, where he is not like to tar- 
ry long; for on the news of the great preparations in 
Holland, and that the prince of Orange was certainly 
defigned for England, the determined councils cooled, 
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was brought to Guildhall by this perfon, thou: 
was not attended by the fhouts and acclamations he ex 
peeled, nor feemed fo florid or frolickfomc as hereto 
fore, which fomc looked upon as a bad omen ; and it i: 
reported, that foon after, he being nfked by a courtier 
What the heads of the prince's dech 
fhould anfwer, He was fure his was o 
reft v 



Ted, fo that the church of Engl 
le the prince had efpoufed, were reliorcd 
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nd amongft other charters that were on 
Itorcd, was that of the city of London; 
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foon as the late king fames was fecured at Fever- 
fliam, he defired to fee his'landlord, and demanded his 
name, who proved to be a perfon who had turned himfelf 
over to the King s-Bench, for a fine which fell upon him 
(and captain Stanbrookc, in Wcflminftcr) by the lord- 
chancellor's means at the board ; when king James 
calling for a pen and ink, bid the gentleman write the 
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d:ir!:a: 70 " s t- li" v as he would; which he figncd: 

nt :.-.:..., ;U :; . „„». (i-nfiblc rav !ord-chn:iccllor had 

been a vcrv ill man, and done very ill things. If" lie 
wns thus cenfured by his mailer for his former fcrvices, 
and lie had a bad "pinion of him; without prophecy 
any man might predict his fervicc and intcrcd was ccaf- 
cd'; and his life would have been lihe the fcapc-goat, 
be mull have borne all their crimes, and been beheaded 
for his own. for no lei's indignation than death was 
couched i;i the words. Thus may be f'een what would 
have been his cataltrophe. 

l*,y this time the conn beginning to fcattcr, and -the 
prince of Ot.irnc approaching, the king thought fit-to 
withdraw himicif; upon notice of which the lord-chan'- 
cei'.or betook- himfdf to Wapping, difguifed like a fea- 
Dim, in order to ciT- ct l is efcape to 'Hamburgh in a 
comer ; hut being difcovcre'di he was brought beforcfir 
I Ch..:pm::;i, lord-ma\ or of the city of London, in a 
i'lr uige'difguil'e, very different from the habit in which 
he lornf-rlv appeared: and by reafon of the lord mayor's 
indifpofitioi), he not being able to commit him, he 
od'-n-d to go to the Tofter, to be' but of'thc hands of 
t ••• ribi.-lc, who there i:i great numbers with clubs 
n:>d dives, threatened him with pre I cut deftruction ; but 
1. -. ;: .g a uiHi d of the trained-bands to cooduft him, he 
i!„:h"i Idle, and loon after was-' charged in cudody, 

had, where he continued under much a'ffliftion an'd, ift- 
difpolition, having moved for his Habeas -Corpus to be 
hai'lcd, but was not able to attain it. He had not been 
in the Tower many days, but as it is faid (whether or 
no, I cannot affirm) he'had a- barrel of oydcrs Cent him", 
up. m fight of which he faid to the bearer, I fee I have 
fome friends left dills but upon opening the barrel, he 
found them to be only friends that were impatient till 
ihey him a profpect of his future deftiny, for ve- 

rily' the might)' prefen't was nothing but a good flout 
halter. Now as I faid before, whether this paiTagc be 
true or no, I cannot fay, but this I am furc (if we 
conlider his lordthip's life and cruelties) the' moral of 



n this manner he continued for fome months in' the 
A-er, his chronical indipdfitions, the done, &c. in- 
ding very fall upon him. - 

r. but nature being now tired out by a tedious coni- 
with his difeafc, and the guilt of his former 

.xlylife, notorioufly known, be contracted an- ill 

it of body, and at lad very happily for himfelfj if 
his relations too, died in the Tower, about 'nine 

ock in the morning, Anno Domini 1689. 



A full Accounl of She direfi Perfection of the Right Hon. 
'l.crd CHiORGK GORUON, Prefident of tbe Pro- 
tellant Alfociation and of the indirect Stigma tbroiun 
on that I My in General, through the Artifices of Romifb 

r dr" , IIiv better to trace this nefarious bufinefs to it's 
JL original, it will be ncced'ary taobferve, that in the 
year 1778 a bill was brought into the Houfe of 
Commons by fir George Savile, and afterwards pafi'ed 
into an act, for the rep.al of certain provilions and. pe- 
nal laws, affecting the Roman-Catholics in this country; 
which faid provilions and penal laws were contained in 
an act of parliament palfcd in the 111b and 12th years 
of the reign of king William the Third. This ob- 
noxious act being now let afidc by the late repeal, 
every l'opifh pried is confequcntly permitted to exer- 
cifc any part of bis . function in this kingdom; Papids 
are allowed to keep fchools, and take -upon them the 
education, government, or boarding of youth, to pur- 
chafe ellates, with other indulgences and immunities. 

It is further obfervabic that it being propofed, the 
following winter, to bring a limilar bill into parliament, 
to take oil' fome penalties which were inflicted by the 
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chapels were attacked and let on lire ; the honk-s of iU 1 
Roman-Catholics in different parts of the town v.-o a - 
ranfacke-d and dcmolifhcd ; and the tumult role lo r.. ( .j, 
'a height, that the utmofl exertions of the civil „,;,„,(• 
tratc, a (lifted by fome of the fcnciblcs, were not able to 
fupprefs it, till the proved of the city gave affurances, in 
the mod public manner, that the f'chemc was dropped, 
and no act of parliament would be applied for, rel'peU' 
ing thc -Koitian-Catholics of Scotland. Such Was th» 
effi I lual o'ppofition tbe proceedings of the then viuhn.t 
Britifh minider and parliament met with in the North, 
on the Very firft appearance of countenancing the 
pids there. 

Affairs remained quiet for fome time in England, 
but at length the fears and jealoufics of the people w 
roul'ed, from a belief (too jiiftly founded) that the \ ; c 
repeal of the- ftatiite ofking William would be atten ■ dd 
with immediate danger to the date, ahd to the Pro : I. 
.taut religion ; whereupon an alfociation, called '1 • 
Protestant Association, was formed ;' whole n.ahi 
objeft was, to defend the Proteftant religion, ashy 
edablifhed, a gain ft the encroachments of Popery ; -.ad 
alfoto prepare and prefent ii petition to parliament, lor 
a repeal of the late aft in favourof the Roman-Cat ho- 
lies'. " The right honourable lord George Gordon .1; 
prefident of this alfociation; and many rcfpcfcl;. 
and pious minifters, with a great .number of woi thy 
private Chridia'ns, compofed a confiderabl'e part of the 
aflcmbly.' 

'By means of. previous notice given in the pnMic 
prints, upwards of* 40,000 perfons, with the mctiiLvrs 
of the Proteftant Alfociation of London, Wcdminthr, 
Southwark, &c- afremblcd in St. George's Fields, on 
Friday, the 2d of June 1 780, in the morning, li on 
whence they proceeded peaceably, and in regular order, 
to the Hotife of Commons with their •petition, which 
was carried by Mr. Hodgkinfon They confided of 
four divifions ; namely,' tbe London, ' the Scotch, tlm 
Wcdmindcr, and the -Southwark. When they arri ved 
at the Parliamcnt-Houfe, their petition, praying fur a 
repeal of the acts lately palfcd in favour of the Roman- 
Catholics, was prefented by lord George Cordon, 
the prcfident; and, being received, the (uhjc6t r.1.11- 



was referred to the conlidcratioi 
Houfe. 

On this, however, as on other occafions of th 
nature, where a mixed multitude is collected tog 
many evil-minded perfons, unknown to the alloc: 
began to be very riotous, and committed awful out 
by attacking and letting lire to Newgate and oil.: 
fons, rcleafing the perfons confined in them, an:! 1 
lifbed the houfes and dedroyed the goods of I 
Roman-Catholics, and others, on pretence of a t'.c 
the Proteftant religion, but in fact for the Cole pi 
of indulging thcml'elves in rioting, excefs, and rol 
Thcfe lawlcl's mifcrcants continued their cnormit 
•Tuefday evening ; when a tremendous' fecne or 
and tlic whole city of London was thrown into t 
mod condernation, on account of the many gao 
houfes that were burning at one and the fame time 
had not his majedy collected together a military 
on the next day to protctt the city, it was ; 
hended that the conflagration would have bee: 
vcrfal. 

During the perpetration of thefe horrid ails 
abandoned rabble, lord George Gordon,' atom; 
bv one -of the fheriffs, went in perfon to fevera! 
where the tumults were fubfifling, to harangue tl: 
rageous banditti, and exhort them to a pcaccali 
portmcnt ; but all without effe6t. Such, howevc 
the malice of his enemies, who were bent on 1 
firuclion, that notwilhilanding he employed every 
in his power to fupprefs the rage, and prevent tn 
chievous defigns of the rioters, they did not fern 
acctife him of being their ringleader aiul principal al 
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In confequence of this unjuft accufation, his lordfliip 
was apprehended on Friday, the gth of June 1780, by 
a warrant under the hand of one of his majefty's 
principal fecretaries of ftate, an,d was the fame day 
committed a clofe prifoner to the Tower, where he was 
debarred the ufe of pen, ink, and paper, and no perfon 
0 f his acquaintance was fuffered to enter the room, or 
to fpeak to him ; and a keeper w.as appointed to watch 
him night and day, to carry the above rigorous order 
into ftria execution. 

His lordfhip was treated and confined in this fevere 
manner till Michaelmas term of the faid year ; on the 
firft day of which he applied to'the court of King's- 
Bench, by petition founded upon the Habeas-Corpus aft, 
to be eilher tried or fet at liberty : a few days after 
which, in the fame term, an indiament for high-treafon 
was framed againft him, and prefented to the gentle- 
men grand jurors for the county of Middlefex, who 
returned it into the court of King's-Bench a true 
Bill. 

We {hall here, in order to fhew the unreafonable- 
nefs, not to fay injuftice and cruelty, of thefe proceed- 
ings againft his lordfhip, who was defirous, throughout 
the whole affair, of prefcrving the utmoft order and 
decorum, infert fome of the refolutions of the Pro- 
teftant Affociation, iffued for that purpofe, previous to 
the fctting out of the proceffion. 

" Refolved, for the fake of good order and regularity, 
that this Affociation, in coming to the ground, do fe- 
parate themfelves into four diftinft divifions, viz. the 
London divifion, the Weftminfter divifion,. the South- 
wark divifion, and the Scotch divifion. 

"Refolved, that the London divifion do take place 
upon the right of the ground towards Southwark, the 
Weftminfter divifion fecond, the Southwark divifion 
third, and the Scotch divifion upon the left, all wearing 
blue cockades, to diftinguifh themfelves from the 
Papifts, and thofe who approve of the late aft in favour 
of Popery. 

" Refolved, that the magiftrates of London, Weft- 
minfter, and Southwark, be requefted to attend, that 
their prefence may over-awe and control any riotous 
or evil-minded perfons, who may wifh to difturb the. 
legal and peaceable deportment of his Majefty's Pro- 
teftant fubjecls. 

" By order of the AfTociation, figned G. Gordon, 
Prefident. Dated London, May 29." 

By authority we add to this, that on his lordfhip's 
arrival at St. George's-Fields, the people there afiembled 
formed a ring around him ; in which fituation, he made 
a fhort fpeech to them, ftrongly recommending a peace- 
able deportment and behaviour, and that in this difpo- 
fition they. would proceed to the houfe with their peti- 
tion. A hand-bill inculcating the fame pacific temper 
and condua was likewife diftributed. 

Furthermore, to make it evident that neither lord 
Gordon, nor any of his friends, could with any degree 
of juftice or propriety be charged as the promoters or 
encouragers of the horrid enormities afterwards com- 
mitted by a lawlefs and abandoned rabble (which atro- 
cious praaices they utterly abhorred) j the Proteftant 
Affociation thought fit to publifh the following adver- 
"fement by order of the committee, and figned by Mr. 
fifher, their fecretary : 

The Proteftant Affociation think it their duty, as 
loyal fubjeas and members of civil fociety, in the molt 
public manner to difavow any conneaion with thofe 
lawlefs rioters, who have for feveral days paft, under 
pretence of oppofing Popery, and "promoting the fuc- 
cefs of the Proteftant petitions, committed the moft 
flagrant and dreadful depredations in and about, the 
metropolis. They cannot but feel the deepeft concern 
tor the diftrefs that has been brought on many indivi- 
duals' by fuch unprecedented and illegal proceedings, 
and hereby publicly declare their abhorrence of fuch 
atrocious condua." 

This full and clear vindication of his lordfhip and 
nis Proteftant adherents, will, we humbly truft, to 
69. 



every unprejudiced mind, prove a fufficient teftimony 
of their Chriftian moderation, and united defire to 
maintain the public tranquillity by every expedient 
poffible. 

But the perfecuting rage exerted againft lord George 
Gordon, the iniquity of which was manifefted in his 
imprifonment and trial, will appear the more glaring, 
when wc confider the charaaers of the evidence upon, 
which the indiament was found. They are thus de- 
fcribed, and their accounts reprefented as follow : 

Mr. Chamberlayne, folicitor to the treafury, pro- 
duced a paper, figned " G. Gordon," which had been 
given to a man, by way of certificate, of his being a 
Proteftant, to prevent his houfe from being deftroyed 
by the rioters. He fwore that he had feen lord George 
Gordon's writing, and did believe that this letter was 
written by him. 

William Hay fwore, that he heard lord George 
Gordon fay publicly, at a meeting at Coach-Makers- 
Hall, that the king had forfeited his crown, and there- 
fore they had a right to take up arms to recover their 
religious liberties. 

The Rev. Thomas Bowen fwore, that he heard lord 
George Gordon (out of the houfe) fay to the people, 
They muft be firm, and ftand by him, for that the 
Scotch did not obtain their religious liberty till they 
had pulled down the mafs houfes: and that he came a 
fecond time, and declared to the people, that alderman 
Bull and alderman Sawbridge were violent againft their 
petition. 

M'Ray (an Irifh chairman) fwore, that he heard lord 
George Gordon fay, the petition fhould be granted, or 

elfe . On being afked, What elfe ? He anfwered, 

Elfe! elfe! He wa* difmiffed. 

Mr. Juftice Wright fwore, that his houfe was 
deftroyed by the rioters, but could npt fay whether at 
the inftigation of lord George Gordon or not. 

Jealous, Parrat, and M'Manus (three of fir John 
Fielding's runners) fwore, that they faw lord George 
Gordon in St. George's-Fields, with a great number of 
people around him, and that he remained there fome 
time, but they could not fay how long. 

The other witneffes werq William Mctcalf, John 
Anftruther, John Caler, Efq. Mr. Jofeph Pearfon, 
Sampfon Rainsford, Thomas Baker, David Miles, 
Mr. Thomas Gates, William Hyde, Efq. right honour- 
able lord Porchefter, John Lucy", Barnard Turner 
(a fugar-refiner) Richard Pond, John Dingwell, &c. 

His lordfiiip's trial came on in the court of King's- 
Bench, on Monday, the-6th of February 1781. The 
council for the crown were, Mr. Attorney-General, 
Mr. Solicitor-General, Mr. Bearcroft, Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Howarth, Mr. Dunning, Mr. Norton. The council 
for the prifoner were Mr. Kenyon and Mr. Erfkine. 

Mr. Kenyon made a very able defence in behalf of 
the noble prifoner, and feveral gentlemen were called 
to the fupport of what he had urged in favour of his 
lordfhip, and in contradiaion to every faa afTerted for 
the profecution. 

..The names of the witneffes on behalf of the prifoner 
were, the Rev. Erafmus Middleton, Mr. T. Evans, 
lord vifcount Stormont, fir Philip Jennings Clerke, 
Bart, fir James Lowther, Bart. William Smith, Mrs. 
Whittingham, Alexander Johnftone, Alexander Frazer, 
John Humphries, Sampfon Hodgkinfon, John Robin- 
fon, Mrs^Yaud, and Mr. alderman Pugh. 

Mr. Erfkine then fpoke, for he begged to be per- 
mitted to referve what lie had to fay till after the 
evidence on their part fhould be examined, which 
was granted. This gentleman difplayed both his elo- 
quence and underflanding on the occafion. The 
Solicitor-General replied, and lord Mansfield then 
fummed up the evidence, but declined making any com- 
ments, and as foon as he had delivered his charge he 
left tlie court. 

The jury withdrew, and in about twenty minutes 
returned. Juft as they were taking their feats, Mr. 

Erfkine fainted away. Some time was loft by this 

accident. The verdia was then pronounced — NOT 

GUILTY. 

9 N The 
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The burft of applaufe that took place on this was 
very great, and attended by circumltances that made it 
highly affeaing; lord William Gordon fainted away, 
and the old.faithful fervant of lord George fell into 

fit After the tumult had fubfided, lord George Gordon, 
being refcued from the numbers that preffed upon him 
with their congratulations, came forward and addreffed 
the jury in the following words : 

" Gentlemen of thejury, you have done pcrfcaiy 
right in the verdia you have given. I am not the 
perfon I was charged to be. I declare to God, that I 
am as innocent as any one of you, and never defigncd 
any thing of treafon againft my king or country, .Gen- 
tlemen', it has been a wicked and infamous profecution — 

His lordfhip was interrupted by the jury, upon 
which he concluded; "Gentlemen, I beg your pardon; 
excufe my warmth. I heartily thank you, and God 
blcfs you." 

Judge VVilles then informed lord George that he 
was dil'charged, and of courfe at liberty to depart, and 
his lordfhip, at near fix o'clock on Tuefday morning 
(the 6th) went from the hall, attended by his brothers, 
the duke of Gordon, and lord William Gordon. The 
duke of Richmond, lord Derby, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheri- 
dan, and many other public gentlemen, were alfo 
prefent. 

The futility and contradiaory nature of many of the 
evidence, co'lleaed together to procure the conviclion 
and death of lord Gordon, for a crime of which he had^ 
always retained an utter deteftatioh ; together with tW 
very able and clear juftification of his condua by his 
learned counfel, let his innocence in fo confpicuous/a 
point of view, as to bring about an honourable acquit- 
tal to the confufion of his enemies,' and the entire 
fatisfaaion of all real friends to civil and religious liberty, 
and the Proteftant caufe ; and we have the pleafure to 
obferve, that his lordfhip was much indebted .to the 
very juft and fenfible defcription of the Proteftant 
Affociation given by the Rev. Mr. Middleton, who was 
a member thereof. 

And there never was a fingle perfon eitlier>;onvifted, 
tried, or even apprehended, on fufpicion oE"t)eing_"ac- 
cefTary to, or any ways promoting the riots/ wh_p was a 
member of that refpeaable body, the Proteftant Affo- 
ciation ; this circumfrance muft therefore afford a fatis- 
faaory proof that theperfecution of lord George Gordon 
was fet on foot and carried on by unprincipled Proteftants, 
and avowed Papifts, in order to take away the life oftbis 
truly honourable man, who had always approved him- 
felf a hearty and zealous friend to his king and country, 
a warm defender of its civil and rcligfous liberties, and 
a ftrenuous oppofer and detefter of the tenets and prac- 
tices of the Roman-Catholics, as inimical to the belt and 
dearefl interefts of mankind in general. 

Such being the amiable difpofition of mind poffeffed 
by his lordfhip, and fo pure and well-direaed were his 
views and intention refpeaing the important caufe in 
which he engaged, that it is matter of aftonifliment fuch 
a fpirit of perfecution, nearly allied to that of a Popifh 
inquifition, fhould go forth againft him, were we not 
affured, from the facred records, that the feed of the 
ferpent will never ceafe to psrfecutc and harafs the feed 
of the woman. But as truth and innocence always 
have, and ever will, prove' viaorious over error and 
malevolence, fo it happened in this inftancc. 

As a further exculpation of his lordfhip, and the 
members of the Proteftant Affociation, it may be ne- 
ceffary to obferve, in general, that there was not one 
man of charaaer or condition, of any defcription, who 
abetted the rioters in -the commiffion of fuch dreadful 
enormities and excels; nor was there any man among 
the Affociation who /vas either tried, or taken up on fuf- 
picion, except his/lordfhip, whole too forward zeal 
might perhaps precipitate him into meafurcs -which he 
was far from imagining would be productive of thole 
dreadful conferences by which the whole metropolis, 
and its environs, were thrown into a ftatc of convulfion 
unparalleled in the annals of hiltory. . The horrid cut- 
rages committed by thofe abandoned wretches, the 



rioters, were fo numerous and terrifying, and the fur. 
ther milchiefs dreaded trom thpir menaces were fo tre 
mendous, that (as was remarked of one of the cruel 
Roman emperors) one wou>a almoft think the Divine 
Being had fuffered thofe nyfereants to run fuch fhockin* 
lengths, to fhew what hprrid exceffes the human mind 
is capable of, when left without reftraint to its own 
evil bias. But the punifhment due to fuch heinous 
crimes foon overtook many of them, though it is to be 
feared not all of the molt guilty; fince feveral impru. 
dent and over-curious perfons, by mixing with the. 
principal aaors/ had involved themfelves in the fame 
piuiifhment. But, however, the fufferings of fome of 
the'moft notorious offenders, at the 'fame time that it 
may ferve as an example of terror to evil doers, fiif- 
ficiently proves, shat how daringly foevcr wickednefs 
may triumph for a feafon, it will draw after it the 
punifhme-ht juftly due to the tranfgreflion of human 
laws, and, without repentance, an obnoxioufnefs to the 
Almighty's vengeance. 

All perfections, particularly thofe on the fcore of 
religion, are in themfelves diabolical, and therefore 
diametrically oppofite to the mild and benign fpirit of 
the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, who, whenjic was reviled 
arid maltreated, returned not evil for evil, but contrari- 
wife bleffing. In thefe enlightened days, perfecution is 
confidered as an abominable and detcftable crime : its 
firft principle was, to increafe morality, by enforcing 
one opinion, and exterminating all others; but, like 
madnefs, its charaaeriftic was, aaing confidently upon 
wrong principles ; it went on this grand error, that a 
man could judge of the opinion of another* better than 
he who entertained it: it might naturally have been 
imagined, that the philanthropic doarines of Chriftianity 
would have proved a remedy for this error; but, through 
the depravity of the human heart, the reverfe had turned 
out to be the faa, and torture and death had been in- 
troduced, to force men from their religious opinions 
into fuch as thofe in power entertained. 

Perfecution (if in the milder fenfe it may be fo called) 
went originally upon a principle of kindnefs : its primary 
intention was, to promote unity of opinion with regard 
to the truth, as handed down to us by Chrift and his 
apoftles, and the extinaion of thofe opinions which were 
conr:eiy„ed to be erroneous : but in procefs of time, per- 
fecution became a moft cruel and infupportable tyrant, 
the very reverfe of • toleration, which is founded, and 
that fuccefsfully, on pbilofopby and reafon. The lan- 
guage of perfecution is arrogant, contraaed, and 
haughty : it fays, " I know the confequences of your 
opinions better than you know them yourfelf." The 
mild language of toleration is far different: that may 
indeed exprefs a diflike of a certain opinion, but lays, 
" Since you profefs fuch and fuch an opinion, I will not 
believe that you think fuch dangerous inferences may 
be drawn from it, as I do." The latter n 
ing is lefs liable to error than the former 
adapted to promote the happinefs and pes 
munity. It is right to judge, by the fruit of the tree, 
from the effea of the caufe : other modes of judging are 
liable to continual error; inafmuch as men mult judge 
of aBs, and not merely of opinions. 

Impreffed with thefe ideas, we may fafcly infer, that 
a perfecting Chriftian is a contradi£tion in terms ; for 
the weapons of Chrift's foldiers are not carnal, much lefs 
diabolical and infernal ; fuch being injurious to a good 
caufe, and fcandalous to true religion. The word and 
Spirit of God are the moft proper inftrum.ents for pro- 
pagating and impreffing the truth as it is in Jefus, who, 
being himfelf meek and lowly in heart, requires all that 
bear his name to be like-minded— not only to commit 
no evil themfelves, but to bear it patiently from other?, 
who will, by obferving fuch a I'uitable condud in real 
Chriftians, be convinced that they are governed by the 
diaates of fcripture, right reafon, good fenfo, and found 
policy; thus rendering Chriftianity fo amiable in tin- 
eyes even of its oppolers and pcrfecutors, that its ene- 
mies may be confl rained to throw down their arms, ana 
enlill under its banner. 

T H E 
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^Particular Account of the PERSECUTIONS in the First Ages of the World. 

Likewife, the Jews were perfecuted by the neighbour- 
ing- idolators during the time of their building and for- 
tifying Jerufalem, till that great work was finifhed by 
the care of Nehemiah ; but after its completion they 
were frequently difturbed by the Perfians, and the fuc- 
ceflbrs of Alexander the Great, though that monarch 
himfelf had granted favours the moft unlimited. 
• About a little more than a century and a half before 
the birth of Chrift, Antiochus re i zed upon and facked 
the city of Jerufalem, plundered the temple, and mur- 
dered many of the Jews who refufed to conform to his 
idolatry, by fcourging, ftrangling, crucifying, and fti- 

flinir them anil hv rlofincr un the mouths of the caves 




I HORTLY after the creation the fpi- 
" rit of perfecution began to lhew itfelf 
in the world. Of this we have a 
lamentable account given by Mofes. 
The righteous Abel was the firft 
martyr who fell a Sacrifice to the 

envy and cruelty of his brother Cain. 

Afterwards commenced the perfecution of Noah by his 
ion Ham; the perfecution of Lot at Sodom; of Jofeph 
by his brethren, &c. 

The firft general perfecution in thefe early ages, may 
be deemed that of the children of Ifrael by Pharaoh. 
This tyrant not o/ily affliaed both fexes of all ages by 
means of the moft cruel tafk-mafters, but even, ordered 
the new-born infants of the Hebrew women to be mur- 
dered. He was, however, punifhed for his persecu- 
tions ; firft by ten dreadful plagues, and afterwards 
by being fwallowed up in the Red Sea, with all his 
people. 

The children .of Ifrael, after being freed from bon- 
dage, were fucceflively perfecuted by the Philiftines, 
Ammonites, Egyptians, Ethiopians, Arabians, and 
Affyrians ; and many of the prophets and chofen of 
God were perfecuted by feveral of the kings of Judah 
andirrael. J 

Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego, the three righte- 
ous children were thrown into the fiery furnace by Ne- 
buchadnezzar ? Daniel was caft into the lion's den by 
order of Darius j and Mordecai was perfecuted by the 
malicious Haman : but thefe were all rcfpeflively faved 
by the Almighty, and their perfecutors punifhed for 
their perfidy. 



fling them, and by doling up the mouths of the caves 
to which they fled for refuge. 

However, Antiochus and the idolatrous tormentors 
were at length bravely oppofed by Matthias a pried, and 
his valiant fons, the principal of whom was Judas Mac- 
cabeus. This able commander Judas, with his brave 
brothers, infpired the difpirited Jews with new courage, 
defeated the generals of Antiochus, freed their country 
from bondage, and afterwards turned their armsagainft 
the Edomites and Ammonites, over whom they were 
equally fuccefsful. 

Antiochus at length died a terrible death, his flefh 
having been fon;e time before quite putrid, and produ- 
cing maggots ; fo that he became loathfome to himfelf, 
and naufeous to all about him. His fiicceffors, however, 
continued their enmity to the Jews; but they were op- 
pofed by the Maccabees with various fuccefs. 

Now the Jews entered into a treaty offenfive and de- 
fenfive with the Romans; but foon after loft their worthy' 
champion Judas Maccabeus, who was flain in a bloody 
9 O ' battle 
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battle fought with the Greeks, under the command of 
their general Bacchides. ' . . 

> While Antiochus Epiphanes reigned in Syria, haying 
fome fuccefs againll the Jews, he went to Jerulalem, 
.where. he ordered Eleazer the pried to be put to death 
in the mod cruel manner, for refufing to eat Twine's 
flefh. Then feizing on a family of Maccabees, confin- 
ing of a matron named Salamona, and her feven fons, 
he carried them all to Antioch. Here he would fain 
have perfuaded them to embrace his idolatry, which 
they nobly and unanimoufly refufing, he ordered them 
all to be put to death. . 

Accordingly Maccabeus, the eldeft, was (tripped, 
ftretched on the rack, and feverely beaten. He was 
next fattened to awheel, and weights hung to his feet till 
his finews cracked. Afterwards his tormentors threw 
him into a fire till he was dreadfully fcorched; then they 
drew him out, cut out his tongue, and put him into, a 
frying-pan, with a flow fire under it, till he died. As 
' long as he had life, and power of expreflion, under, 
thefe exquifite torments, he fervently called upon God, 
and exhorted his brothers to a fimilar perfeverance. 

When the fecond Ton had his hands fattened with 
chains, with which he was hung up, his (kin was flayed 
off from the crown of his head to his knees. He was 
then call to a leopard, but the beaft refuting to touch 
him, he was fuffered to languilh till he expired with 
the excruciating pain, and lofs of blood. 



Machir, the third fon, was bound to a globe till hi s 
bones were all diflocat'ed ; his head and face were then 
flayed, his tongue cut out, and being caft into a pan 
he' was fried to death. 

Judas, the for.rth fon, after having his tongue cut 
out, was beat with ropes, and then racked upon a 
wheel. 

Achas, the fifth fon, was pounded in a large brazen 
mortar. 

Areth, the fixth fon, was fattened to a pillar with his 
head downwards, fiowly roafted by a fire kindled at 
fome diftance; his tongue was then cut out, and he was 
laftly fried in a pan. 

Jacob, the feventh and youngeft fon, had his arms 
cut off, his tongue plucked out, and was then fried to 
death. 

They all bore their fate with the fame intrepidity as 
their elder brother, and called upon the Almighty to 
receive them into heaven. 

Salamona, their mother, after having in a manner 
died feven deaths in beholding the martyrdom of her 
children, was, by the tyrant's order, (tripped naked, 
feverely fcourged, her breafts cut off, and her body 
fried till (he expired. 

The inhuman tyrant who inflicled thefe cruelties, was 
afterwards (truck with madnefs; and then his flefh be- 
came corrupted, and his bowels mortified, which put 
an end to himfelf and his wickednefs. 



CHAP. 
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Containing a full and particular Account of the LIFE, SUFFERINGS, and cruel MARTYRDOM 
' of Our Bkjed Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST; together with that of his Apostles, 
Evangelists, &c. the Ten great Persecutions in the Primitive Church, &c. &c. 
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THEN Herod the Great was informed that a 
. . king of the Jews fiiould be born in Bethlehem, 
he fent a number of troops to deftroy all the children 
under two years of age, in that place, and throughout 
the neighbouring coalt. By this cruel order he hoped, 
to have deftroyed the child Jelus; but in this he was 
not only difappointed, but punifhed with fuch a fpirit 
of lunacy, that he flew his own wife, children, relations, 
friends &c. He was afterwards vifited by the moll 
grievous maladies, particularly an inward burning, flow, 
but unremitting ; an uncommon appetite, continually 
craving, but ever unfatisfied ; a cramp that racked 
him with pain ; a flux that reduced him to weaknefs ; 
worms that bred in him and gnawed him; vermin that 
engendered about him and devoured him ; a general pu- 
trel'aaion that confumedhim ; and, in fine, all thofe com- 
plicated diforders which could poflibly render him hate- 
ful to himfelf, and odioustoothers. His torments at length 
became fo intolerable, that nothaving either the comforts 
of religion, or the fupport of a good confeience to fuf- 
tain his finking fpirits, he attempted to lay violent hands 
upon himfelf. Being prevented in this attempt by thofe 
about him, he at la(t funk under the oppreflion of his 
afflictions, and in the molt miferable manner expired. 

Now when Herod the L.efs married the daughter of 
the king of Arabia, he repudiated her, and efpoufed 
Herodias, his brother Philip's wife : for which marriage, 
full of inceft and adultery, John the Baptift boldly and 
feverely reproved him. This freedom greatly incenfed 
Herodias; for we are informed by St. Matthew, in the 
xiv. chapter of his gofpel, that "when Herod's birth-day 
was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them, 
and pleafed Herod : whereupon he promifed with an 
oath, to give her whatfoever fhe would afk. And lhe 
bein'<* before inftruaed of her mother, laid, Give me 
here°John Baptift's head in a charger. And the king 



was forry : neverthelefs, for the oath's fake, and them 
which fat with him at meat, he commanded it to be gi- 
ven her; and he fent and beheaded John in the pn- 
fon. And his head was brought in a charger, and given 
to the damfel : and fhe brought it to her mother." The 
authors of this cruelty were, however, all feverely pu- 
nifhed; for the daughter of Herodias being afterwards 
dancing upon the ice, it broke, and (he falling in, had 
her head fevered from her body by its again clofing ; 
and Herod, with the inceftuous adultrefs Herodias, fal- 
ling under the difpleafure of the Roman emperor, were 
banifhed, and died miferably in exile. As this martyrs 
nativity happened on the 24th of June, accordingly 011 
that day the church celebrates his memory. 

Let us now proceed with the hiftory of our Blefled 
Redeemer. In the reign of Herod the Great already 
mentioned, the angel Gabriel was fent by the Almighty 
to a holy virgin, called Mary. This maiden was ; be- 
trothed to a carpenter named Jofeph, who refided at 
Nazareth, a city of Galilee, but the confummation had 
not then taken place; for it was the cultorn of the 
eaftern nations to contraQ perfons of each fcx from 
their childhood, though the cohabitation was not per- 
mitted till years of maturity. 

Upon this the angel informed Mary how highly me 
was favoured of God, and that file fiiould conceive a 
fon by the Holy Spirit, which happened accordingly • 
for travelling to Bethlehem to pay the capuation-ta^ 
then levied, the town was fo crowded that they couio 
only get lodgings in a ftable, where the holy virg" 
brought forth our Bleffed Redeemer, which was an- 
nounced to the world by a ftar and an angel - the 
men of the Eaft faw the firft, and the fhepherd's the latter. 
After Jefus had been circumcifed, he was prefented 11 
the temple by the holy virgin ; upon which occaUo 
Simeon broke out into the celebrated words mention^ 
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in the Liturgy : " Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant 
depart in peace according to thy word: for mine eyes 
have feen thy faivation." Luke ii. 29, 30. 

In his youth, Jefus difputed with the moll learned 
do£lors in the temple, and foon after was baptized in 
the river Jordan by John, when the Holy Ghoft de- 
fended upon him in the form of a dove, and a voice . 
wa s heard audibly to pronounce thefe words : "This 
is my beloved Ton in whom I am well pleafed." 

After this Chrift faded forty days and nights in the 
wildernefs, when he was tempted by the Devil, but re- 
filled all his allurements. He then performed his firft 
miracle at Cana in Galilee ; he likewife converted with 
the good Samaritan, and reftored to life a nobleman's 
dead child. Travelling through Galilee, he reftored the 
blind to fight, cured the lame, the lepers, &c. &c. &c. 
likewife among other benevolent actions, at the pool 
of Bethefda, he cured a paralytic man who had been 
lame thirty-eight years, bidding him take up his bed and 
walk ; and he afterwards cured a man, whofe right hand 
was fhTunk up and withered. 

When he had chofen his twelve apoftles, he preached 
the celebrated fermon upon the Mount; after which he 
performedjeveral miracles, particularly the feeding of 
the multitude, and the walking on the furface of the water. 

When the paffover was celebrated, Jefus fupped with 
his difciples; informed them, that one of them would 
betray him, and another deny him, and preached his 
farewell fermon. Soon after, a multitude of armed men 
furrounded him, and Judas kiffed him, in order to point 
him out to the foldiers whodid notknow him perfonally. 
In the fcuffle occafioned by the apprehending of Jefus, 
Peter cut off the ear of Malchus the fervant of the 
high-pried, for which Jefus reproved him, and healed 
the wound by touching it. Peter and John followed 
Jefus to the houfe of Annas, who refufing to judge him, 
Tent him bound to Caiaphas, where Peter denied' Chrift, 
as the latter had predided; but on Chrift's reminding 
him of his perfidy, Peter went out and wept bitterly. 

As foon as the council affembled in the morning, the 
Jews mocked Jefus, and the elders fuborned falfe wit- 
neires againft him: the principal accufation againft him 
being, that hehadfaid, "I will deftrby this temple that is 
made with hands, and within three days I will build ano- 
ther made without hands," Mark xiv. 58. Caiaphas then 
alked him if he was Chrift, the Son of God, or no ; be- 
ing anfwered in the affirmative, he was accufed ofblaf- 
phemy, and condemned to death by Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman governor, who, though confeious of his inno- 
cence, yielded to the folicitations of the Jews, and con- 
demned him to be crucified. 

The Jews previous to the crucifixion, by way of deri- 
fion, clothed Chrift in a regal robe, put a crown of 
thorns upon his head, and a reed for a fceptre, in his 
hand : they then mocked him with ironical compli- 
ments, fpit in his face, flapped his cheeks, and taking 
the reed out of his hand, they ftruck him with it upon 
the head. Pilate would fain have releafed him, but the 
general cry was, Crucify liim, Crucify him ; which oc- 
cafioned the governor to call for a bafon of water, and 
having waftied his hands, he declared himfelf innocent 
of the blood of Chrift, whom he juftly termed a juft 
perfon. The Jews, however, faid, let his blood be upon 
us, and our children; which wifh has manifeftly taken 
place, as they have never fince been a collected people. 

While leading Chrift to the place of crucifixion, they 
obliged him to bear the crofs, which he being afterwards 
unable to fuftain, they compelled one Simon, a native 
of Cyrenia, to carry the crofs the reft of the way. 
Mount Calvary was the place of execution, where be- 
ing arrived, the foldiers offered him a mixture of gall 
and vinegar to drink, which he refufed. Having drip- 
ped him, they nailed him to the crofs, and crucified him 
between two malefactors. After being fattened to the 
crofs, he uttered this benevolent prayer for his enemies: 
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do," The foldiers who crucified him being four in 
number, now cut his mantle to pieces, and divided it 
between them ; but his coat being without feam, they 
caft lots for it. Whilll Chrift remained in the agonies 



of death, the Jews mocked him, and faid, " If thou art 
the Son of God, come down from the crofs." The 
chief priefts and fcribes alfo reviled him, and faid, " He 
raved others, but cannot fave himfelf." Indeed, one 
of the malefactors who was crucified with him, cried 
out, and faid, " If you are the Meffiah, fave yourfelf 
and us ;" but the other malefactor, having the greateft 
reliance upon Jefus, exclaimed, *' Lord, remember me 
when thou comeft into thy kingdom." To which Chrift 
replied, " This day Ihalt thou be with me in paradife." 

When Chrift was upon the crofs, the earth was co- 
vered with darknefs, and the ftars appeared at noon- . 
day,- which ftruck even the Jews with terror. In the 
midft of his tortures Chrift cried out, " My God, my 
God, why haft thou forfaken me;" and then exprefl'ed 
a defire to drink, when one of the foldiers gave him, 
upon the point of a reed, a fponge dipped in vinegar, 
which, however, Jefus refufed. About three o'clock in 
the afternoon he gave up the ghoft, and at the fame time 
a violent earthquake happened, when the rocks were 
rent, the mountains trembled, and the graves gave up 
their dead. Thefe were the fignal prodigies that atten- 
ded the death of Chrift, and fuch was the mortal end of 
the Redeemer of mankind — Hominum Salvator! I ! 



A Particular Account of the Lives, Sufferings, and 
Martyrdom of the Apostles, Evangelists, csV. 

I. St. STEPHEN, 

THE Proto, or firftmartyr, was eleQed, with fix 
others, as a deacon, out of th» Lord's feventy dif- 
ciples. • Stephen was an able and fuccefsful preacher. 
The principal perfons belonging to five Jewifh fyna- 
gogues entered into many altercations with him.; but 
he, by the foundnefsof his doctrine, and the ftrengthof 
his arguments, overcame them all, which fo much irri- 
tated them, that they fuborned falfe witneffes to accufe 
him of blafpheming God and Mofes. Being carried- 
before the council, he made a noble defence, but that 
fo much exafperated his judges, that they refolved to 
condemn him. At this inftant Stephen faw a vifion from 
heaven of Jefus, in his glorified ftate, fitting at the 
right hand" of God. This vifion fo greatly rejoiced 
him, that he exclaimed in raptures, "Behold, 1 fee the 
heavens opened, and the Son of Man ftanding on the 
right hand of God." They then condemned him, and 
having dragged him out of the city, ftoned him to 
death. On the fpot where he was martyred, Eudocia, 
the emprefs of the emperor Theodofius, erected a fu- 
perb church, and the memory of him is annually cele- 
brated on the 26th day of December. 

The death of Stephen was fucceeded by a fevere per- 
fection in Jerufalem, in- which 2000 Chriftians, with 
Nicar the deacon, were martyred; and many others 
obliged to leave that'eountry. 

II. St. JAMES the Great, a Galilean, was the fon 
of Zebedee, a fifherman, the elder brother of St. John, 
and a relation to Chrift himfelf; for his mother Salome 
was coufin-german to the Virgin Mary. Being one day 
with his father filbing in the fea of Galilee, he and his 
brother John, were called by our Saviour to become 
his difciples. They cheerfully obeyed the mandate,and 
leaving their father, followed Jefus. It is to be obfer- 
ved, that Chrift placed a greater confidence in them, 
than in any other of the apoftles, Peter excepted. 

Chrift called thefe brothers Boanerges, or the fons 
of thunder, on account of their fiery, fpirits, and impe- 
tuous tempers. 

When Herod Agrippa, was made governor of Judea 
by the emperor Caligula, he raifed a perfecution againft 
the Chriftians, and particularly fingled out James as an 
object of his vengeance. 

When James was condemned to death, he fhewed 
fuch an intrepidity of fpirit, and conftancy of mind, that 
his very accufer was ftruck with admiration, and'became 
a convert to Chriftianity. This tranfition fo enraged 
the 
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the people in power, that they tikewife condemned him to 
death 3 when Tames the apoftle, and his penitent accu- 
fer, were both beheaded on the fame day, and with the 
fame fword. Thefe events took place in the year of , 
Chrift 44 ; and the 25th of July was fixed by the church 
for the commemoration of this faint's martyrdom. 

About the fame period, Timon and Parmenas, two 
of the feven deacons, fuffered martyrdom ; the for- 
mer at Corinth, and the latter at Philippi, in Mace- 
donia. 

III. St. PHILIP. This apoftle and martyr was 
born at Bethfaida, in Galilee, and was the firft called by 
the name of Difciple. He was honoured with feveral 
important commidions by Chrilt, and being deputed to 
preach in Upper Alia, laboured very diligently- in his 
apoftlefhip. He then travelled into Phrygia, and arri- 
ving at Heliopolis, was greatly grieved to find the inha- 
bitants fo funk in idolatry, as to worftiip a large ferpent. 
St. Philip, however, converted many of them to Chrif- 
tianity, and even procured the death of the ferpent. 
This fo enraged the magiftrates, that they committed 
him to prifon, had him feverely fcourged, and after- 
wards crucified. His friend, St. Bartholomew, found 
an opportunity of taking down the body, and burying 
it; for which however, h» was very near fuffering the 
fame fate. His martyrdom happened eight years after 
that of St. James the Great, A. D. 52 ; and his name, 
together with that of St. James the Lefs, is commemo- 
rated on the ill of May. 

' IV. St. MATTHEW. This evangelift, apoftle, 
and martyr, was born at Nazareth in Galilee, but refi- 
ded chiefly at Capernaum; on account of his bufinefs, 
which was that of a toll-gatherer, to collect tribute of 
fuch as had occafion to pals the fea of Galilee. On be- 
ing called as a difciple, he immediately complied, and 
left every thing to follow Chrift. After the afcenfion 
of his matter, he continued preaching the gofpel in Ju- 
dea about nine years. Defigning to leave Judea, in 
order to go and preach among the Gentiles, he wrote 
his gofpel in Hebrew, for the ufe of the Jewifh con- 
Verts; but it was afterwards tranllated into Greek by 
St. James the Lefs. Going to Ethiopia he ordained 
preachers, fettled churches, and made many converts. 
He then proceeded to Parthia, where he had the fame 
fuccefs ; but returning to Ethiopia, he was flain by a 
halbert in the city of Nadabar, about the year of Chrift 
60 1 and his feftival is kept by the church on the zift 
day of September. He was inoffenfive in his conduct, 
and in his mode of living remarkably temperate. 

V. St. MARK. This evangelift and martyr was 
born of Jewifh parents, of the tribe of Levi. It is 
imagined, tliat he was converted to Chriftianity by St. 
Peter, whom he ferved as an amanuefis, and whom he 
attended in all his travels. Being entreated by the con- 
verts at Rome' to commit to writing the admirable dif- 
courfes they had heard from St. Peter and himfelf: this 
requeft he complied with, and compofed his gofpel ac- 
cordingly, in the Greek language. He then went to 
Egypt,, and conftituted a bifhopric at Alexandria : af- 
terwards he proceeded to Lybia, where he. made many 
converts. Returning to Alexandria, fome of the Egyp- 
tians, exafperated at his fuccefs, determined on his 
death. To accomplifti this they tied his feet, dragged 
him through the ftreets, left him to remain bruited as 
he was,, in a dungeon all night, and the next day burned 
his body. This happened on the 25th of April, on 
which day the church commemorates his martyrdom. 
His bones were carefully gathered up by the Chriftians, 
decently interred, and afterwards removed to Venice, 
where he is confidered as the tutelar faint, and patron 
of the ftate. 

VI. St. JAMES the Lefs. This apoftle and martyr 
was called fo, to diftinguifh him from St. James the 
Great. He was the fbn, by a firft wife, of Jofeph, the 
reputed father of Chrift: he was, after the Lord's afcen- 
fion, elected bilhop of Jerufalem : he wrote his general 



epiftle to all Chriftians, and converts whatever, to f up . 
prefsa dangerous error then propagating, viz. "That 
a. faith in Chrift was alone fufficient for falvation, with, 
out good works." The Jews, being at this time, greatly 
enraged that St. Paul had efcaped their fury, by an. 
pealing to Rome, determined to wreak their vengeance 
oh James, who was now ninety-four years of age: they 
accordingly threw him down, beat, bruifed, and ftoned 
him ; and then dafhed onthis brains with a club, fuch 
as was ufed by fullers in drefling cloths. His feftival, to- 
gether with that of St. Philip, is kept on the firft of May. 

VII. St. MATTHIAS. This apoftle and martyr 
was called to the apoftlefhip after the death of Chrift, 
to fupply the vacant place of Judas, who had betrayed 
his matter, and was likewife one of the feventy dil'ci. 
pies. He was martyred at Jerufalem, being firft ftoned, 
and then beheaded ; and the 24th of February is obfer- 
ved for the celebration of his feftival. 

VIII. St. ANDREW. This apoftle and martyr 
was the brother of St. Peter, and preached the gofpel to 
many Afiatic nations. Arriving at Edeffa, the gover- 
nor of the country, named Egeas, threatened him very 
hard for preaching againft the idols there worfhipped. 
St. Andrew perfifting in the propagation of his doc- 
trines, he was ordered to be crucified on a crofs, two 
ends of which were tranfverfely fixed in the ground. 
He boldly told his accufers, that he would not have 
preached the glory of the crofs, had he feared to die on 
it. And again, when they came to crucify him, he raid, 
that he coveted the crofs, and longed to embrace it. 
He was fattened to the crofs, not with nails but cords, 
that his death might be more lingering. In this fitua- 
tion he continued two days, preaching the greateftpart 
of the time- to the people ; and expired on the 30th of 
November, which is commemorated as his feftival. 

IX. St. PETER. This great apoftle and martyr 
was born at Bethfaida in Galilee, being the fon of Jonah, 
a fifherman, which employment St. Peter himfelf fol- 
lowed. He was perfuaded by his brother to turn Chrif- 
tian; when Chrift gave him the name of Cephas, imply- 
ing in the Syriac language, a rock. He was called, at 
the fame time as his brother, to be an apoftle ; gave un- 
common proofs of his zeal for the fervice of Chrift, 
and always appeared as the principal fpeaker among the 
apoftles. He had, however the weaknefs to deny his 
matter, after his apprehenfion, though' he defended him 
at the time ; but the fincerity of his repentance made 
an atonement for the atrocioufnefs of his crime. 

After the death of Chrift, the Jews ftill continued 
to perfecute the Chriftians, and even went fo far as to 
order feveral of the apoftles, among whom was Peter, 
to be fcourged. This punifhment they bore with the 
greateft fortitude, and rejoiced that they were thought 
worthy to fufFer for the fake of their Redeemer. 

When Herod Agrippa caufed St. James the Great to 
be put to death, and found that it pleated the Jews, he 
refolved in order to ingratiate himfelf further with the 
people, that Peter fhould fall the next facrifice to his 
malice. He was accordingly apprehended, and thrown 
into prifon ; but an angel of the Lord releafed him, 
which fo enraged Herod, that he ordered the centinels, 
whoguardedthe dungeon in which he had been confined, 
to be put to death. St. Peter after various other mira- 
cles, retired to Rome, where he defeated all the artifi- 
ces, and confounded the magic of Simon, the magician, 
a great favourite of the emperor Nero : he likewife con- 
verted to Chriftianity one of the concubines of that mo- 
narch, which fo exafperated the tyrant, that he ordered 
both St. Peter and St. Paul to be apprehended. During 
the time of their confinement, they converted two ot 
the captainsof theguard.and forty-fevenotherperfonsto 
Chriftianity. Having been nine months in prifon, Peter 
was brought out from thence for execution, when after 
being feverely fcourged, he was crucified with his head 
downwards; which pofition, however, was at his own re- 
queft. His feftival is obferved on the 29th of June, on 
which day he, as well as Paul, fuffered. His body pe- 
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in" taken down, embalmed, and buried in the Vatican, 
a church was afterwards ereBed on the fpot; but this 
being deltroyed by the emperor Heliogabalus, the body- 
was removed, till the 20th bifliopof Rome, called Cor- 
nelius, conveyed it again to the Vatican : afterwards 
Conftantine the great ereQed one of the moft ftatdy 
churches in the univerfe over the place. Before we quit 
thisarticle, itis requifite to obferve, that previous to the 
death of St. Peter, his wife fuffered martyrdom for the 
faith of Chrift, and was exhorted, when going to be put 
to death, to remember her Saviour. 

. X. St. PAUL, the apoftle and martyr, was a Jew 
of the tribe of Benjamin, born at Tarfus, in Cilicia. 
He was at firfl a great enemy to, and perfecutor of the 
Chriftians; but after his miraculous converfion, he be- 
came a ftrenuous preacher of Chrift's gofpel. At Ico- 
nium, St. Paul and St. Barnabas were near being (toned 
to death by the enraged Jews; wherefore they fled to 
Lycaonia. At Lyftra, St! Paul was ftoned, dragged out 
of the city, and left for dead. He, however, happily 
revived, and efcaped to Derbe. At Philippi, Paul and 
Silas were imprifoned and whipped ; and both were 
again perfecuted at Theflalonica. Being afterwards ta- 
ken at Jerufalem, he was fent to Cefarea, but appealed 
to Csefar at Rome. Here he continued priforier at large 
for two years. Being releafed, he vifited the churches 
. of Greece and Rome, and preached in France and Spain. 
Returning to Rome, he was again apprehended, and, 
by the order of Nero, martyred, by being beheaded. 
Two days are dedicated to the commemoration of this 
apoftle; the one for his converfion, which is on the 
35th of January, and 1 the other for his martyrdom, 
which is on the agth of June. 

XI. St. JUDE. the apoftle and martyr, the brother 
of James, was commonly called Thaddasus. Being 
fent to Edefa, he wrought many miracles, and made 
many converts, which ftirring up the refentment of peo- 
ple in power, he was crucified, A. D. 72 ; and the 28th 
of October is, by the church, dedicated to his me- 

XII. St. BARTHOLOMEW the apoftle and mar- 
tyr, preached in feveral countries, performed many 
miracles, and healed various difeafes. He tranflated St. 
Matthew's gofpel into the Indian language, and propa- 
gated it in that country : but at length, the idolators 
growing impatient with his do£lrines, (everely beat, cru- 
cified, and flayed him, and then cut off his head. The 
anniverfary of his martyrdom is on the 24th of Auguft. 

XIII. St. THOMAS, as he was called in Syriac, 
but Didymus in Greek, was an apoftle and martyr. He 
preached in Parthia and India, where difpleafing the 
Pagan priefts, he was martyred by being thruft through 
with a fpear. His death is commemorated on the 21ft 
of December. 

. XIV. St. LUKE, the evangelift and martyr, was 
the author of a moft excellent gdfpel. He travelled 
with St. Paul to Rome, and preached to divers barba- 
rous nations, till the priefts in Greece hanged him on an 
olive-tree. The anniverfary of his martyrdom is on 
the 18th of Oaober. 

XV. St. SIMON, the apoftle and martyr, was dif- 
tinguilhed by the name of Zelotes, from his zeal. He 
preached with great fuccefs in Mauritania, and other 
parts of Africa, and even in Britain, where, though he 
made many converts, he was crucified by the then bar- 
barous inhabitants of this ifland, A. D. 74; and the 
church joining him with St. Jude, commemorates his 
feftival on the 28th of Oaober. 

XVI. St. JOHN was diftinguiflied for being at once, 
a prophet, apoftle, divine, evangelift, and martyr. He 
»s called the beloved difciple, and was brother to James 
tj>e great. He was previoufly a difciple of John the 
Baptift, and afterwards not only one of the twelve apof- 
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ties, but one of the three to whom Chrift communicated 
the moft fecret paflages of his life. The churches in 
Afia founded by St. John were, Smyrna^ Pergamus, 
Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, and Thyatira, to whom 
he directs his book of Revelations. Being at Ephefus, 
he was ordered by the emperor Domitian to be fent 
bound to Rome, where he was condemned to be call 
into a cauldron of boiling oil. But here a miracle ap- 
peared in his favour ; the oil did him no injury, and 
Domitian therefore not being able to put him to death; 
baniflied him to Patmos to work at the mines. He was 
however, recalled by Nerva, who fucceeded Domitian 
after his deceafe, but was deemed a martyr on account 
of his having undergone the mode of an execution, 
though it did not take effea. He wrote his epiftles, 
gofpel, and revelations, all in a different ftyle ; but 
they are all equally admired. He was the only apoftle 
who efcaped a violent death : lived the longeft of any 
of them, being near 100 years of age at the time of his 
death ; and the church commemorates the 27th day of 
December to his memory* 

XVII. St. BARNABAS was a native of Cyprus^ 
but of Jewifh parents : the time of his death is uncer- 
tain, but fuppofed to be about the year of Chrift 73 3 
and his feftival is kept on the 11th of June. 



Particular Account of the First Primitive Persecu- 
tion, which began in the Tear 67, under the Reign of 
Nero, Emperor of Rome. 

' I 'HE firft perfecution in the primitive ages of the 
-L church, was begun by that cruel tyrant Nero, the 
fixth emperor of Rome. This monarch reigned, for the 
fpace of five years, with tolerable credit to himfelf, but 
then gave way to the greateft extravagancy of temper, 
and to the moft atrocious barbarities. Among other 
diabolical whims, he took it into his head to order, that 
the city of Rome fliould be fet on fire, which was done 
by his officers, guards, and fervants, accordingly. 
While the imperial city was in flames, he went up tothe 
tower of Maecenas, played upon his harp, fung the fong 
of the burning of Troy, and openly declared, " That he 
wifhed the ruin of all things before his death." Among 
the noble buildings burnt was the Circus, or place appro- 
priated to horfe-races : it was half a mile in length, of 
an oval form, with rows of feats rifing above each other, 
and capable of receiving, with cafe, upwards of 100,000 
fpeaators. Befides this noble pile, many other palaces 
and houfes were confumed ; feveral thoufands perifhed 
in the flames, were fmothered in the fmoke, or buried 
beneath the ruins. 

Nine days this dreadful conflagration continued ; 
when Nero, finding that his condua was greatly blamed, 
and a fevere odium caft upon him, determined to lay 
the whole upon the Chriftians, at once to excufe himfelf, 
and have an opportunity of glutting his fight with new 
cruelties. This was the occafion of the firft perfecution; 
and the barbarities exercifed upon the Chriftians were 
fuch as even exited the commiferation of the Romans 
themfelves. Nero even refined upon cruelty, and con- 
trived all manner of punifhroents for the Chriftians that 
the moft infernal imagination could defign. In parti- 
cular, he had fome Tewed up in the fkins of wild 
beafts, and then worried by dogs till they expired 5 
and others dreffed in fliirts made ftifF with wax, fixed 
to axle-trees, and fet on fire in his gardens in order 
to illuminate them. This perfecution was general 
throughout the whole Roman empire ; but it rather 
increafed than diminifhed the fpirit of Chriftianity. In 
the courfe of it, St. Paul and St. Peter were martyred 
(as-we have, already mentioned in our account of the 
lives, fufferings, and martyrdom of the apoftles, 
evangelifts, &c. in the foregoing order) and befide 
many others whofe names have not been tranfmitted to 
polterity, were fome of their converts and followers, 
the circumftances concerning the principal of whom 
fhall be our prefent fubjea. 

9 P ' ERASTUS, 
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ERASTUS, the chamberlain of Corinth, was con- 
verted'by St. Paul, and determined to follow the for- 
tune of that apoftle. For this reafon he refigned his 
office, and accompanied St. Paul in his voyages and tra- 
vels, till the latter left him in Macedonia, where he was 
firft made bifliop of that province by the Chriftians j 
and afterwards fuffered martyrdom, being tortured to 
death by the Pagans at Philippi. 

ARISTARCHUS, the Macedonian, was born in 
Theffalonica, and being converted by St. Paul became 
his conftant companion. 

He was with that apoftle at Ephefus, during a com- 
motion raifed in that city by Demetrius the filverfmith. 
They both received feveral infults upon the occafion 
from the populace, which they bore with a true Chrif- 
tian patience, giving good advice in return for ill 
ufage, and not in the leaft refenting any indignity put 
upon them. 

Ariftarchus accompanied St. Paul from Ephefus 
into Greece, where they were very fuccefsful in propa- 
gating the gofpel, and bringing over many from igno- 
rance to afaving knowledge, and from Pagan darknefs 
to the glorious light of Chriftianity. 

Having left Greece they traverfed a great part of Alia, 
and made a confiderable flay in Judea, where they were 
fo fuccefsful in making converts in thofe parts, that ido- 
latry feemed to fly before them, and truth to diffufe it's 
rays wherever they came. 

After this Ariftarchus went with St. Paul to Rome, 
where he fuffered the fame fate as the apoftle j for being 
feized as a Chriftian, he was beheaded by the command 
of Nero. 

TROPHIMUS, an Ephefian by birth, and a Gen- 
tile by religion, was converted by St. Paul to the Chrif- 
tian faith. 

When converted he accompanied his mailer in his 
voyages and travels; and upon his account the Tews 
- raifed a great difturbance in the temple at Jerufalem, 
the laft time St. Paul was in that city. They proceed- 
ed fo far in their malice againft the apoftle, that they 
attempted to murder him, for having introduced a Greek 
into the temple; for Trophimus being a Greek, was 
looked upon by the Jews with deteftation. Lyfias, the 
captain of the guard, however, interpofed his autho- 
rity, and by force refcued St. Paul from the hands of 
the Jews. 

Upon quitting Jerufalem, Trophimus followed his 
matter to Rome, and did him every effential fervice in 
his power. He then attended him to Spain, and palling 
through Gaul, the apoftle made him bifhop of that 
province, and left him behind in the city of Aries. 

He paid a vifit to St. Paul in Afia about a twelvemonth 
after, and went with him, for the laft time, to Rome, 
where he was witnefs to the martyrdom of his mailer ; 
. which was but the fore-runner of his own j for being foon 
after feized on account' of his faith, he was beheaded 
by the emperor Nero's exprefs orders. 

JOSEPH, commonly called BARSABAS, was a 
primitive difciple, and is ufually deemed one of the 
Seventy. He was, in fome degree, related to our 
blefled Redeemer, and became a candidate, together 
with Matthias, to fill the vacant place of Judas Ifcariot, 
the traitor: 

The gofpel and ecclefiaftical writers make very little 
other mention of him ; but Papias informs us, that he 
was once compelled to drink poifon, which did not do 
him the leaft injury, agreeable to the promife 6f the 
Lord to thofe who believe in him. 

He was during his life a zealous preacher of the gof- 
pel; and having received many infults from the Jews, 
at length received the crown of martyrdom, being.mur- 
dered by the Pagans in Judea. 

ANANIAS, bifhop of Damafcus, is celebrated in 
the facred writings for being the perlon who cured St. 
Paul of the blindnefs with which he was ftrpck by the 
amazing brightness which happened at his converfion. 



He was one of the Seventy, and martyred in the citv 
of Damafcus. After his death a Chriftian church W L 
built over the place of his burial, which is now coo 
verted into a Turkilh mofque. 



Particular Account of the Second Primitive Persi 
cution, under the Emperor Domitian. 

THE emperor Domitian, being naturally inclined to 
cruelty, firft flew his brother, and then railed the 
fecond perfecution againft the Chriftians. His rage was 
fuch, that he even put to death fome of the Roman fe- 
nators ; fome through malice, and others to confifcate 
their eftates. He then commanded all the lineage of 
David to be put to death. Two Chriftians were brought 
before the emperor, and accufed of being of the tribe of 
Judah, and line of David ; but from their anfwers, he 
defpifed them as ideots and difmiffed them accordingly. 
He, however, for his lenity here, was determined to be 
more fecure upon other occafions : for he took away the 
fubftance of many Chriftians, put feveral to death and 
banifhed others. 

In all which the numerous martyrs that fuffered 
during this perfecution wasSimeon, bilhop of Jerufalem, 
who was crucified; and St. John, who was boiled in oil' 
and afterwards banifhed to Patmos. Flavia, the daugh! 
ter of a Roman fenator, was like wife banifhed to Pontus; 
and a law was made, " That no Chriftian, once brought 
before the tribunal, fhould be exempted from punifh- 
ment without renouncing his religion. " 

There were a variety of fabricated tales during this 
reign, compofed in order to injure the Chriftians. A- 
mong other falfehoods, they were accufed of indecent 
nightly meetings, of a rebellious turbulent fpirit, of bt- 
ing pernicious to the Roman empire, of murderingtheir 
children, and even of being cannibals. Such was the 
infatuation of the Pagans, that if famine, peltilencc, or 
earthquakes, afflicted any of the Roman provinces, it 
was laid upon the Chriftians. Thefe perfecutions a- 
mong the Chriftians increafed the number of informers; 
and many, for the fake of gain, fwore away the lives of 
the innocent. 

Another hardfhip was, that when any Chriftians were 
brought before the magiftrates, a teft oath was propofed, 
when, if they refufed to take it, death was pronounced 
againft them ; and if they confeffed themfelves Chrifti- 
ans, the fentence was the fame. The various kinds of 
punifhments and inflicted cruelties were, during this 
perfecution, imprifonment, racking, fearing, broiling, 
burning, fcourging, ftoning, ftrangling, hanging, wor- 
rying. 

Many indeed were torn piecemeal, with red hot 
pincers, and others were thown upon the horns of wild 
bulls. After having fuffered thefecruelties, the friends 
of the deceafed Chriftians were refufed the privilege of 
burying their poor remains. 

The following were the moft remarkable among 
the numerous martyrs who fuffered during this perfe- 

DIONYSIUS, the Areopagite, was an Athenian by 
birth, and educated in all theufeful^and ornamental lite- 
rature of Greece. He then travelled to Egypt to ftudy 
aftronomy, and made very particular obfervations on the 
great and fupernatural eclipfe, which happened at the 
time of our Saviour's crucifixion. 

Upon his return to Athens, he was highly honoured 
by the people, and^at length promoted to the dignity of 
fenator of that celebrated city. Becoming a convert to 
the gofpel, he changed from the worthy Pagan mas>i- 
ftrate to the pious Chriftian paftor; for even while in- 
volved in the darknefs of idolatry, he was asjuftashe 
poflibly could be in the grofs errors of Paganifm. 

It is eafy to be imagined, that a foul which could ap- 
pear with fome luftre while loaded with original fin. 
and tainted with fuperftition, mud, when illuminated 
with the light of the gofpel, fhine with the moll fpl<=' ici ' 
ed brilliancy. 
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The fan&ity of his converfation, and purity of his 
manners, recommended him To ftrongly to the ChTiftians 
j n general, that he was appointed bifhop of Athens. 
He difcbarged his duty with the utmoft diligence till the 
fecond year of this perfection, viz. A. D. 69, when 
he was apprehended, and received the crown of martyr- 
dom, by being beheaded. 

NICOMEDES, aChriftian of fome diftinQion at. 
Rome, during the rage of Domitian's perfection, did 
all he could to ferve the afflicted ; comforting the poor, 
vifiting thofe confined, exhorting the wavering, and 
confirming the faithful. For thofe and other pious 
actions he was feized as a Chriftian, and being fenten- 
ced, was fcoiirged to death. 

PROTASIUS and GERVASIUS were martyred at 
Milan s but the particular circumftances of their deaths 
are not recorded. 

TIMOTHY, thecelebrated difciple of St. Paul, and 
bifliop of Ephefus, was born at Lyftra, in the province 
of Lycaonia, his father being a Gentile, and his mo- 
ther a Jewefs. But both his parents and his grand- 
mother embraced Chriftianity, by which means young 
Timothy was taught the precepts of the gofpel from 
his infancy. . . , 

Upon St. Paul's arrival at Lycaonia, he ordained 
Timothy, and then made him the companion of his pious 
labours. It appears, that while he attended the apoftle, 
his zeal could be only equalled by his fidelity; for St. 
Paul mentions him with peculiar refpeft, and declares, 
that he could find none fo truly united to him, both in. 
heart and mind, as Timothy. Indeed, the apoftle, 
upon various occafions, fpeaks of him in the moft af- 
feaionate terms, which is a fufficient proof of his great 
merit, and evinces, that he was a difinterefted and dili- 
gent fervant of Chrift. 

Timothy attended St. Paul to Macedonia, and there 
with the apoftle and Silas, he laboured with afliduity in 
the propagation of the gofpel. When St. Paul went to 
Achaia, Timothy was left behind to ftrengthen the 
faith of thofe already converted, or to induce others 
to quit the darknefs of ignorance for the light of 
gofpel-knowledge. 

St. Paul at length fent for Timothy to Athens, and 
then difpatched him to Theffalonica, to ftrengthen the 
fuffering Chriftians there againft the terrors of the per- 
fection which then raged. 

As foon as Timothy arrived at the place of his deftina- 
tion, he did all that a zealous Chriftian could for the fer- 
vice of his Redeemer. Having performed his miflion, 
he returned to Athens, and there affifted St. Paul and 
Silas, in compofing the two epiftlesto the Thaflalonians. 
He then accompanied St. Paul to Corinth, Jerufalem, 
and Ephefus. 

After performing feveral other commiffions for St. 
Paul, and attending him upon various other journeys, 
. the apoftle conftituted him bifhop of Ephefus, though 
he was only thirty years of age ; and in two admirable 
epiftles gave him proper inftructions for his conduct in 
fo important a charge. 

Timothy was fo very temperate in his living, that St. 
Paul blames him for being too abftemious, and recom- 
mends to. him the moderate ufe of wine to recruit his 
ftrength and fpirits. 

St. Paul fent to- Timothy while he was in his laft con- 
finement at Rome to come to him ; and, after that great 
apoftle's martyrdom, he returned to Ephefus, where he 
zealoufly governed the church till A. D. 97. At this 
period the Pagans were about to celebrate a feaft called 
Catagogion, the principal ceremonies of which were, 
that the people fhould carry battons in their hands, 
go mafked, and bear about the ftreets the images of 
their gods. 

When Timothy met the proceffion, he feverely re- 
proved them for their ridiculous idolatry,, which fo ex- 
afperated the people, that they fell upon him with their 
clubs, and beat him in fo dreadful a manner, that he 
expired of the bruifes two days after. 



Particular Account \f the Third Primitive Perss* 
cu.tion trisder the Roman Emperors. 

UPON Nerva's fucceeding Domitian,/he gave a re- 
fpite to the Chriftians; but* reigning only thirteen 
months, his fuccefforTrajan.^m-the-^itnyear of his reign, 
and in A. D. 108, began the third perfecution againft the 
Chriftians. While the perfecution raged, Plinius Secun- 
dus, a heathen philofopher, wrote to the emperor iri 
favour of the Chriftians; to whofe epiftle Trajan return- 
ed this indecifive anfwer, " The Chriftians ought not 
to be fought after, but when brought before the ma- 
giftracy, they fhould be punifhed." 

Provoked by thisabfurd reply, Tertullian exclaimed in 
the following words : " O confuted fentence ! he would 
not have them fought for as innocent, and yet would 
have them punifhed as guilty." The emperor's in- 
coherent anfwer, however, occafioned the perfecution 
in fome meafure to abate, as his officers were uncer- 
tain if they, carried it on with feverity, how he might 
chufe towreft hisown meaning. Trajan, however, foon 
after wrote to Jerufalem, and gave orders to his officers to 
exterminate the ftock of David ; in confequence of whichj 
all that could be found of that race were put to death. 

SYMPHOROSA, awidow, and her feven fons were 
commanded by the emperor to facrifice to the heathen 
deities. Unanimoufly refufing to comply with fuch an 
impious requeft, the emperor, in a rage, told her,- that 
for her obftinacy, herfelf and her fons fhould be flain, 
to appeafe the wrath of his offended deities : to which, 
(he anfwered, that if he murdered her and her children, 
the idols he adored would only be held in the greateft 
deteftation and contempt. 

Now the emperor, being greatly exafperated at this, 
ordered her to be carried to the Temple of Hercules, 
where fhe was fcourged, and hung up, for fome time, 
by the hair of her head ; then being taken down, a large 
llonc was fattened to her neck, and fhe was thrown into 
the river, where fhe expired. With refpea to the fonsj 
they were fattened to feven pofts, and being drawn up by 
pullies, their limbs were diflocated ; thefe tortures, not 
affecting their refolution, they were thus martyred { 
Crefentius, the eldeft, was flabbed in the throat; Julian, 
the fecond, in the breaft ; Nemefius, the thirdy in the 
heart ; Primitius, the fourth, in the navel ; Juftice, the 
fifth, in the back ; Stacteus, the fixth, in the fide ; and 
Eugenius/the youngeft, was fawed afunder. 

PHOCAS, bifhop of Pontus, refuting to facrifice to 
Neptune, was, by the immediate order of Trajan, caft 
firft into a hot lime-kiln, and being drawn from thence, 
was thrown into a fcalding bath till he expired. 

Trajan likewife commanded the martyrdom of Igna- 
tius, bifhop of Antioch. This holy man was the perfon. 
whom, when an infant, Chrift took into his arms, and 
{hewed to his difciples, as one that would be a pattern of 
humility and innocence. He received the gofpel after- 
wards from St. John the Evangelift, and was exceed- 
ingly zealous in his miflion. He boldly vindicated the . 
faith of Chrift before the emperor, for which being caft 
into prifon, he was tormented in a moft cruel manner; 
for after being dreadfully fcourged, he was compelled 
to hold fire in his hands, and at the fame time, papers 
dipped in oil were put to his fides, and fet on light. 
His flefh was then torn with red hot pincers, and at 
laft he was difpatched by being torn-to pieces by- wild 
beafts. 

Adrian having fucceeded Trajan, he continued 
this third perfecution with as much feverity as his 
predeceffor. About this time Alexander, bifhop 
of Rome, with his two deacons, were martyred ; as 
were Quirinus and Hermes, with their families ; Ze- 
non, a Roman nobleman, and about ten thoufand other 
Chriftians. 

Many were crucified in Mount Ararat, crowned with 
thorns, and fpears run into their fides, in imitation of 
Chrift's paffion. Euftachius, a brave and fuccefsful 
Roman commander, was by the emperor ordered, to join 
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in an idolatrous facrifice, to celebrate fome of his own 
-vi&ories ; but his faith (being a Chriftian in his heart) 
was fo much greater than his vanity, that he nobly 
refufed it. Enraged at the denial, the ungrateful em- 
peror forgot the Cervices of this fkilful commander, and 
ordered him and his whole family to be martyred. 

During the martyrdom of Fauftines and Jovita, bro- 
thers and citizens of Breffia, their torments were fo* 
many, and their patience fo great, that Calocerius, a 
Pagan, beholding them, was (truck with admiration, 
and exclaimed in a kind of ecftafy, " Great is the God 
of the Chriftians !" for which he was apprehended, and 
"fuffered a fate fimilar to others. 

Several other cruelties and rigours were exercifed 
againft the Chriftians, till Quadratus, bifhop of Athens, 
made a learned apology in their favour before the 
emperor, who happened to be there; and Ariflides, a 
philofopher of the fame city, wrote an elegant epiftle, 
which caufed Adrian to relax in his feverities, and re- 
lent in their favour. He indeed went fo far as to com- 
mand, that no Chriftian mould bepunifhedon the fcore 
of religion or opinion only ; but this gave other handles 
againft them to the Jews and Pagans, for then they 
began to employ and iuborti falfe witneffes, to accufe 
them of .crimes againft the ftate, or civil authority. 

Adrian dying in the year 138, was lucceeded by 
Antoninus Pius, one of the moft amiable monarch's 
that ever reigned ; for his people gave him a title which 
he juftly deferved, viz.- The Father of Virtues. Imme- 
diately upon his acceffion to the imperial throne he 
publifhed an edift, forbidding any further perfecutions 
againft the Chriftians, and concluded it in thefe words : 
" If any hereafter (hall vex or trouble the Chriftians, 
having no other caufe but that they are fuch, let the 
accufed be releafed, and the accufers be punilhed." This 
flopped the perfecution, and the Chriftians enjoyed a . 
refpite from their fuff'erings during this emperor's reign, 
though their enemies took every occafion to do them 
what injuries they could in an underhand manner. 

Particular Account of the Fourth Primitive Per- ' 
secution under the Roman Emperors, which commenced 
A. D. 162. 

ANTONINUS PIUS was fucceeded by Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus Philofophus, who, being a 
•ftrong Pagan, began the fourth perfecution, in which 
many Chriftians were martyred, particularly in feveral 
parts of Alia, and in France. 

Such were the cruelties ufed in this perfecution, that 
many of the fpectators fhuddered with horror at the fight, 
and were aftonifhed at the intrepidity of the fufferers. 
Some of the martyrs were obliged to pafs with their 
already wounded feet, over. thorns, nails,, (harp (hells, 
&c. with their points; others were fcourged till their 
finews and veins lay bare ; and after fuffering the moft 
excruciating tortures that could, be devifed, they were 
deftroyed by the moft terrible deaths. 

GERM ANICUS, a young man, but true Chriftian, 
being delivered to the wild beaftson account of his faith, 
behaved with fuch aftonifhing courage, that feveral Pa- 
gans became converts to a faith which infpired fuch for- 
• titude. This enraged others fo much, that they cried 
he merited death, as they did alfo of Poly carp, the pious 
and venerable bifhop of Smyrna. 

POLYCARP, hearing that perfons were after him to 
apprehend him, efcaped, but was difcovered by a child. 
From this circumltance, and having dreamed that his 
bed fuddenly became on fire, and was confumed in a 
moment, he concluded that it was God's will that he 
fhould feal his faith with martyrdom. He therefore 
would not attempt to make a fecond efcape when he had 
an opportunity of fo doing. Thofe who apprehended him 
were amazed at, his ferene countenance, and comely 
gravity. After feafting them, he defired an hour in 
prayer, which being allowed, he prayed with fuch fer- 
'vency, that his guards repented they had been inttru- 



mental in taking him. He was, however, carried before 
the proconful, condemned, and conduced to the mar 
ket-place. Wood being provided, the holy man earneftlv 
prayed to heaven, after being bound to the (take ; and as 
the flames grew vehement, the tormentors gave way on 
each fide, the heat now becoming intolerable. I n the 
mean time the bifhop fung praifes to God in themidflof 
the flames, but remained unconfumed therein, and the 
burning of the wrfjod fpreading a fragrance around, the 
guards were much furprifed. Determined, however, to 
put an end to his life, they (truck fpears into his body 
when the quantity of blood that iffued from the wounds 
extingiiifhed the flames: After confiderable attempts 
however, they put him to death, and burnt his body 
when dead, not being able to confume it while living. 
Twelve other Chriftians, who had been intimate with 
Polycarp, were foon after martyred. 

METRODORUS, a minifter, who preached boldly, 
and Pionius, who made fome excellent apologies for the 
Chriftian faith, were likewife burnt. Carpus and Papilus, 
two worthy Chriftians, and Agathonica, a pious woman, 
fuffered martyrdom at Pergamopolis, in Afia. 

FELTCITATIS, an illuftrious Roman lady of a 
confiderable family, and the moft fhining virtues, was 
.a devout Chriftian. She had feven fons, whom (he had 
educated with the moft exemplary piety. The empire 
having been, about this time, grievoufly troubled with 
earthquakes, famine, -inundations, &c. the Chriftians 
were accufed as the caufe, and Felicitatis was included 
in the accufation. The lady and her family being feized, 
the emperor gave orders to Publius, the Roman go. 
vernor, to proceed againft her. 

Upon'this Publius began with the mother, thinking 
that if he could prevail with her to change her religion, 
the example would have great influence with her fons. 
Finding her inflexible, he turned his entreaties to me- 
naces, and threatened her with deftruftion to herfclf 
and family. She defpifed his threats as (he had done 
hispromifes; on which he changed his battery, and 
began with the fons, whom he examined feparately. 
They all, however, remained ftedfaft in their faith, and 
unanimous in their opinions, on which the whole lamily 
were ordered for execution. 

Januarius, the eldeft, was fcourged, and preffed to 
death with weights ; Felix and Philip, the two next, had 
their brains dallied out with clubs ; Silvanus, the fourth, 
was murdered by being thrown from a precipice ; and 
the three younger fons, viz. Alexander, Yitalis, and 
Martial, were all beheaded. With refpeQ. to the mo- 
ther, . (lie fuffered the fame fate, and was beheaded with 
the fame fword as the three latter. 

JUSTIN, the celebrated philofopher, fell a martyr 
in this perfecution. He was a native of Neapolis, in 
Samaria, and was born A. D. 103. He had the bell 
education thofe times could afford, and travelled into 
Egypt, the country where the polite tour of that age 
was made for improvement. At Alexandria he was in- 
formed of every thing relative to the feventy interpre- 
ters of the facred writings, and (hewn the rooms, orrather 
cells, in which their work was performed. Juftin wasa 
great lover of truth, and an univerfal fcholar ; he invef- 
tigated the Stoic and Peripatetic philofophy, and at- 
tempted the Pythagorean ; but the behaviour ofone of 
its profeffors difgulting him, he applied himfelf to the 
Platonic, in which he took great delight. About the 
year 133, when he was thirty years of age, he became 
a convert to Chriftianity, and then, for the firit time, 
perceived the real nature of truth. 

Juftin wrote an elegant epiftle to the Gentiles, to con- 
vert them to the faith he had newly acquired, and lived 
in fo pure and innocent a manner, that it was evident 
he merited the title of a Chriftian philofopher. 

This man likewife employed his talents in convincing 
the JewS of the truth of the Chriftian rites, and fpenta 
great deal of time in travelling, till he took up bis abode 
in Rome, and fixed his habitation on the Viminal mount. 

He kept a public fchool, taught many who after- 
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wards became great men, and wrote a treatife to confute 
herefies of all kinds. As the Pagans began to treat the 
Chriftians with great feverity, Juftin wrote his firft apo- 
logy in th'eir favour, and addreffed it to the emperor, to 
two princes whom he had adopted- as his fons, and to 
the fenate and people of Rome in general. This piece, 
which occafioned the emperor to publifli an edict: in 
favour of the Chriftians, difplays great learning and - 
geniUs, and is written with manly elegance. 

A fhort time after, he entered into frequent contefts 
with Crefens, a perfon of a vitious life and converfation, 
but a celebrated cynic philofopher j and his arguments 
appeared fo powerful, yet difgufting to the cynic, that 
be refolved on his deftru&ion, which in the fequel he 
accomplilhed. 

The fecond apology of Juftin's was occafioned by 
the following circumftances": a man and his wife, who 
were both bad livers, refided at Rome. The woman, 
however, becoming a convert to Chriftianity, attempt- 
ed to reclaim her hufband : but not fucce'eding, (he 
fued for a divorce, which fo exafperated him, that he 
accufed her of being a Chriftian. Upon her petition, 
however, he dropped the profecution, and levelled 
his malice at Ptolemeus, who had converted her. Ptole- 
meus was condemned to die ; and one Lucius, with 
another perfon, for exprefling themfelves too freely 
upon the bccafion, met with the fame fate. 

Juftin's apolo'gy upon thefe feverities, gave Crefcens 
the cynic an opportunity of prejudicing the emperor 
againft the writer of it : upon which Juftin, and fix of his 
companions, were apprehended. Being commanded 
as ufual to deny their faith, and facrifice to the Pagan 
idols, they absolutely refufed to do either; on their 
refufal, they were condemned tobe firft fcourged, and 
then beheaded ; which fentence was with all imaginable 
feverity executed. 

Only feven pieces of the writings of this celebrated 
martyr, and great philofopher, are now extant, viz. 
The two Apologies ; an Exhortation to the Gentiles ; 
an Oration to, the Greeks; a Treatife on Divine 
Monarchy ; a Dialogue with Trypho the Jew ; and an 
Epillle to Diagnetus. , 

A great many were beheaded for refuting to facrifice to 
the image of Jupiter; in particular Concprdus, a deacon 
of the city of Spoleto, being carried before the image, 
and ordered to worfhip it, not only refufed, but fpit in 
it's face ; for which he was feverely tormented, and 
afterwards had his head cut off with a fword. 

At this time, fomeof the northern rrations being in 
arms againft Rome, the emperor marched to encounter 
them. He was, however, drawn into an ambufcade, 
and dreaded the lofs of his whole army. Enveloped 
with mountains, furrounded by enemies, and perifhing 
with thirft, the troops were driven to the lalt extremities. 
All the Pagan deities were invoked in vain ; when the 
men belonging to the militine, or thundering legion, 
who were all Chriftians, were commanded to call upon 
their God for fuccour : they immediately withdrew from 
the reft, proftrated themfelves upon the earth, and 
prayed fervently. A miraculous deliverance immediate- 
ly enfued; a prodigious quantity of rain fell, which 
being caught by the men, and filling the dykes, afford- 
ed a fudden and aftonifhing relief. The emperor, in his 
epiftle to the Roman fenate, wherein the expedition" is 
defcribed, after mentioning the difficulties to which he 
had been driven, fpeaks of the Chriftians in the following 

" When I faw myfelf not able to encounter with the 
enemies, I craved aid of our country gods; but finding 
no relief at their hands, and being cooped up by theene- 
W, I caufed thofe men, whom we call Chriftians, to be 
lent for; who being muttered, I found a confiderable 
number of them, againft whom 1 was more incenfed 
•han I had juft caufe, as I found afterwards : for, by a 
marvellous power, they forthwith ufed their endeavours, 
not with ammunition, drums, and trumpets, abhorring 
nidi preparations and furniture, but only praying unto, 
and trufting in their God, whom they carry about with 
them in their confeiences. It is therefore to be believ- 
ed, although we call them wicked men, that they worfhip 
' 7°- 
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God in their hearts ; for they, falling prpftrate on the 
ground, prayed, not only for me, but for the army alfo 
which was with me, befeeching God to help me in that 
our extreme want of victuals and frefh water (for we 
had been five days without water, and in our enemies 
land, even in the midft of Germany); I fay, falling upon 
their faces, they prayed to a God unknown to me, 
and immediately thereupon fell from heaven a moll 
pleafant and cool lhower; but amongft our enemies 
great (tore of hail, mixed with thunder and lightning : 
fo that we foon perceived the invincible aid of the mod 
mighty God to be with us ; therefore we give thefe 
men leave to profefs Chriftianity, left, by their prayers; 
we be punilhed by the like : and I thereby make my- 
felf the author of all the evil that fhall accrue by the" 
perfecution of the Chriftian religion." 

It appears, that the ftorm which fo miraculoufly 
flafhed in the faces of the enemy, fo intimidated them, 
that part deferted to the Roman army, the reft were 
with eafe defeated, and the revolted provinces were 
entirely recovered. This affair occafioned the per- 
fecution to fubfide for fome time, at lead in thofe parts 
immediately under the inflection of the emperor ; for 
we find that it foon after raged in France, particularly 
at Lyons, where the tortures, to which many of the 
Chriftians were put, almoft exceed the powers of defcrip- 
tion. The afperfions, falfe accufations, taunts, threats, 
revilings, menacings, which were but forerunners to all 
manner of punifhments, torments, and painful deaths ; 
fuch as being banifhed, plundered, hanged, burnt, &c. 
and even the fervants and flaves of opulent Chriftians 
were racked and tortured, to make them accufe their 
matters and employers. The following were the 
principal of thefe martyrs : 

Vetius Agathus, a young man, who having boldly- 
pleaded the Chriftian caufe, was alked if he was a 
Chriftian ? To which anfwering in the affirmative, he 
was condemned to death, and received the crown of 
martyrdom accordingly. Many, animated by this 
young man's intrepidity, boldly owned their faith, and 
fuffered in like manner. 

Blandinia, a Chriftian, but of a weak conftitutidn, 
being feize'd and tortured upon the account of her reli- 
gion, received fo much ftrength from heaven, that her 
. torturers became tired frequently, and werefurprifed at 
her being able to bear her torments for.fo great a length 
of time, and with fuch refolution. 

Sanctus, a deacon of Vienna, was put to the torture, 
which he bore with great fortitude, and only cried, " I 
am a Chriftian." Red hot plates of brafs were placed 
upon thofe parts of the body that were tendereft, which 
contracted the finews;' but he remaining inflexible, was 
re-conducted to prifon. Being brought out from his 
place of confinement a few days afterwards, his tor- 
mentors were aftonifljied to find his wounds healed, and 
his perfon as perfeft as before they tormented him : they, 
however, again proceeded to torture him ; but not 
being able, at that time, to take away a life which 
was miraculoufly preferved, they only remanded him 
to prifon, where he remained for fome time after ; 
and having had this refpite, received, by being behead- 
ed, the crown of martyrdom. 

Biblias, a weak woman, had been an apoftate, but 
having returned to the faith was martyred, and bore 
her fufferings with great patience. Attalus, of Perga- 
mus, was another fufferer ; and Pothinus, the venera- 
ble bifhop of Lyons, who was ninety years of age, was 
fo unmercifully treated by the enraged Pagan mob, 
that he expired two days after in the prifon. 

The Chriftians, upon thefe occafions, having receiv- 
ed martyrdom, were ornamented, and Crowned with 
garlands of flowers ; for which they received eternal 
crowns of glory in heaven. 

Various were the torments 5 and, exclufive of thofe 
already mentioned, the martyrs of Lyons were com- 
9 Q pelled 
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pelled to fit in red hot iron chairs till their flelh broiled. 
This was inflifted with peculiar feverity on SanQus 
already mentioned, and fome others. Some were fewed 
up in nets, and thrown on the horns of wild bulls ; and 
the carcafes of thofe who died in prifon, previous to the 
appointed time of execution, were thrown to dogs. In- 
deed, fo far did the malice of the Pagans proceed, that 
they fet guards over the bodies while the beafts were de- 
vouring them, leaft the friends of the deceafed mould 
get them away by ftealth ; and the offals left by the dogs 
were ordered to be burnt. 

The martyrs of Lyons, according to the bed accounts 
we could obtain, who fuffered for the gofpcl, were forty- 
eight in number, and their executions happened in 
the year of Chrift 1 77. They all died with great forti- 
tude and ferenity of mind, evidently evincing, that they 
preferred the everlafting pleafures of an immortal and 
happy life, to the tranfitory fcenes of one that was pre- 
carious, dafhed with affliaions, and at befl but fhort 
and tranfitory. 

Others, befidesthe above martyrs of Lyons, who are 
ufually enumerated together, fuffered in that city, and 
in the different parts of the empire, foon after. Of 
thefe, the principal were as follows : 

Epipodius and Alexander, celebrated for their 
great friendfhip, and their Chriftian union with each 
other. The firft was born at Lyons, the latter in 
Greece ; they were of mutual afliftance to each other, 
and prepared themfelves for receiving a crown of mar- 
tyrdom in this world, and a crown of glory in the next, 
by the continual praQice of all manner of Chriftian 
virtues and godlinefs. 

At the time the perfecution began firft to rage at 
Lyons, they were in the prime of life, and to avoid the 
effeds of it's.feverities, they thought proper to withdraw 
to a neighbouring village. Here they were, for fome 
time, concealed by a Chriftian widow, whofc piety 
proteaed, while her obfcurity gave a fanaion to their 
concealment. _ ... 

Being eminent perfons, the malice of their pcrlecu- 
tors fought after them with indefatigable induftry, 
and purfued them to their place of concealment with 
unremitting affiduity. Dragged from their retirement 
• they were committed to prifon without examination ; 
but their misfortunes did not opprefs their faints ; for, 
fhielded by the gofoel, they were fecure againft the 
woes to which this life is expofed. 

At the expiration of three days, being brought be- 
fore the governor, they were examined in the prefence 
of a crowd of Pagans. They confeffed the divinity of 
Chrift, when the governor being enraged at what he 
termed their infolence, abfurdly faid, " What figmties 
all the former executions, if fome yet remain who dare 
acknowledge Chrift." 

Being feparated, that they fhould not coniole 
or fortify each other, he began to tamper 
Epipodius, the youngeft of the two. With a diffembled 
lundnefs, he pretended to pity his condition, and en- 
treated him not to ruin himfelf by obftinacy. " Our 
deities (continued he) are worfhipped by the greater part 
of the people in the univerfe, and their rulers; we adore 
them with feafting and mirth, while you adore a cruci- 
fiedman; we, tohonourthem, launchintopleaftires.; you, 
by your faith, are debarred from all that indulges the 
fenfes. Ourreligionenjoinsfeafting.your's falling; our's 
the joys of licentious blandifhments, your's the barren 
virtue of chaftity. Can you expea proteaion from 
one, who could not fecure himfelf from the perfecti- 
ons of a contemptible people ? Then quit a profeffion 
of fuch aufterity, and enjoy thofe gratifications which the 
world affords, and which your youthful years demand." 

In reply to this illufive harangue, Epipodius con- 
temned-his compaffion, as a heart full of faith could not 
want it. " Yourpretended tendernefs, faid he, is aftual 
cruelty; and the agreeable life you defcribe, is replete 
with everlafting death. Chrift fuffered for us, that our 
pleafures fhould be immortal, and hath prepared for his 
followers an eternity of blifs. The frame of man being 
compofed of two parts, body and foul ; the firft, as 



mean and perifhable, fhould be rendered fubfervient to 
the interefts of the laft. Your idolatrous feafts may 
gratify the mortal, but they injure the immortal part: 
that cannot therefore be enjoying life, which deltroys 
the molt valuable moiety of your frame. Your plea- 
fures iead to eternal death, and our pains to perpetual 
happinefs." 

Epipodius, for this manly and rational fpeech, was 
feverely beaten, and then put to the rack, upon which 
being ftretched, his flefh was torn with iron hooks. 
Having borne his torments with incredible patience, 
and unfhaken fortitude, he was taken from the rack, 
and beheaded. 

Alexander, the companion of Epipodius, was 
brought before the judge, two days after the execution 
of that excellent young man. On his abfolute refufal to 
renounce Chriftianity, he was placed upon the rack, and 
beat by three executioners, who relieved each other 
alternately. He bore his fufferings with as much for- 
titude as his friend had done, and at length received 
;onclufion of his glorious martyrdom, by being 
crucified. Thefe martyrs fuffered A. D. 179 ;_the Grit 
»n the 20th of April, and the other in two days 
ifter. 

Valerian and Marcellus, who were nearly related 
o each other, were imprifoned at Lyons, in the year 
177, for being Chriftians. By fome means,, however, 
jf which we are not informed, they made their elcape, 
and travelled different roads. . 

The latter made feveral converts in the territories of 
Befancon and Chalons, but being apprehended, was car- 
ried before Prifcus, the governor of thofe parts. 

Prifcus, the. magiftrate, knowing Marcellus to be a 
Chriftian, ordered him to be fattened to fome branches 
of a tree, which were drawn down for that purpofe. 
When he was tied to different' branches, they were let 
go, with a defign, to tear him to pieces by the 
fuddennefs of the jerks. 

But this invention failing in it's propofed end, he was 
conduaed to Chalons, to be prefent at fome idolatrous 
facrifkes, at which, refilling to affilt, he was put to the 
torture, and afterwards fixed up to the waift in the 
ground ; in which pofuion he expired, A. D. 179, 
after remaining three'days. 

Soon after, Valerian was apprehended, and, by the 
order of Prifcus, was firft brought to the rack, and 
then beheaded in the fame year as his friend and relation 
Marcellus. 

About the fame time the following martyrs fuffered, 
but no circumftantial or particular accounts of their 
death have been afcertained. 

Benignus, at Dijon; Speufippus, and others at Lan- 
gres; Androches, Thyrfeus,. and Fexlic, at Salieu ; 
Sympoviam andFlorella, at Antun; Severinus, Felician, 
and Exuperus, at Vienna ; Cecilia, the virgin, at 
Sicily ; and Thrafeus, bifhop of Phrygia, at Smyrna. 

The emperor Antoninus dying, was fucceeded A. D. 
180, by his fon Commodus, who did not fcem to copy 
his father in any particular. He had neither his 
virtues nor his vices : he was without his learning 
and morality, and, at the fame time without his preju- 
dices againft Chriftianity. His principal foible was 
pride, and to that we chiefly afcribc the errors of his 
reign ; for having taken it into his head to fancy himlcit 
Hercules, he facrificed thofe to his vanity, who reluiea 
to fubfcribe t to his abfurd imagination. 

In this reign Apollonius, a- Roman fenator, became 
a martyr. This eminent perfon was, at once, fkilleai 
all the polite literature of thofe times, and in a 
the pureft precepts taught by our bleffed Redeemer. 
He was, indeed, a fincere Chriftian and an accom- 
plifhed gentleman. 

This juft perfon was accufed by his own flave Severus, 
upon an unjuft and contradiaory, but u n ' e P ea ,' 
edia, of the emperor Trajan's. This inconfiltent ia 
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condemned the accufed to die,»unlefs he recanted his 
opinion; and at the fame time ordered the execution 
of the accufer for flander. 

Apollonius upon this ridiculous ftatute was accufed; 
for though his flave Severus knew he mirft' die for the 
accufation, yet fuch was his diabolical malice, and de- 
fire of revenge, that he courted death in order to in- 
volve his malter in the fame deftru&ion. 

As the accufed Apollonius refufed to recant his opi- 
nions, he was, by order of his peers, the Roman fena- 
tors, to whom he had appealed, condemned to be be- 
headed. The fentence was executed on the 18th day 
of April, A. D. 1 86, his accufer having previoufly had 
his legs broken, and been put to death. 

Eufebius, Vincentius, Pptentianus, and Peregrinus, 
for refufing to worfliip Commodus as Hercules, were 
likewife martyred. 

Julius, a Roman fenator, becoming a convert to 
Chriftianity, was ordered by the emperor, to facrifice 
to him as Hercules. This Julius abfolutely refufed, 
and publicly profeffed himfelf a Chriftian. On this ac- 
count, after remaining in prifon a confiderable time, he 
was in the year 190, purfuant to his fentence, beat to 
death with cudgels. Virtue, whofe eflence is religion, 
fupported him, however, to the laft, and he became a 
glorious martyr to the truth with fortitude and patience. 



A full and particular Account of the Fifth General 
Persecution under the Roman Emperors. 

THE emperor Commpdus dying in the year 191, 
was fucceeded by the fhort-reigned Pertinax ; and 
he was again fucceeded by the ftill (horter-reigned Ju- 
lianus. On the death of the laft, Severus became em- 
peror in the year 192. 

When Severus was recovered from a fevere fit of 
ficknefs by a Chriftian, he became a great favourer of 
Chriftians in general; and even permitted his fon Ca- 
racalla to be nurfed by a female Chriftian. Hence, 
during the reigns of the two emperors already men- 
tioned, who fucceflively fucceeded Commodus, and 
fome years of the latter's reign, the Chriftians had a 
refpite of feveral years, and confequently fuffered no 
perfecution. 

But at length the prejudice and furyof the igno- 
rant multitude prevailed, and obfolete laws were re- 
vived, and put in execution againft the Chriftians. 

The Pagans were alarmed at the progrefs of Chrifti- 
anity, and they revived the ftate calumny of placing ac- 
cidental misfortunes to the account of it's profeflbrs: 
Fire, fvvord, fcourges, wild beafts, and cruel imprifon- 
ments, were now ufed; and even the dead bodies of 
Chriftians were torn from their graves with Pagan 
prejudice, to be mangled by popular rage. 

Yet, though perfecuting malice raged, the gofpel 
flionewith refplendent brightnefs; and, firm as an im- 
pregnable rock, withftood,the attacks of it's boifterous 
enemies with fuccefs. Tertullian, who lived in this 
age, informs us, that if the Chriftians had colleaively 
withdrawn themfelves.from the Roman territories, the 
empire would have been greatly depopulated. 

ViQor, -bifliop of Rome, fuffered martyrdom in 
'he firft year of the third century, viz. A. D. 201, 
ihough the circumftances are not afcertained. 

Leonidas, the father of the celebrated Origen, was 
beheaded for being a, Chriftian. Previous to the exe- 
cution, the' fon, in order to encourage him, wrote to him 
»n thefe remarkable words : " Beware, fir, that your 
care for us does not make you change your refolution." 
Many of Origen's hearers" likewife fuffered martyrdom; 
particularly two brothers, named Plutarchus, and Sere- 
nus: another Serenus, Heron, and Heraclides, were 
beheaded; Rhais had boiling pitch poured upon her 
head, and was then burnt, as was Marcella her mother. 



Potamiena, the lifter of Rhais, was executed in 
the fame manner as Rhais had been; but Bafilides, an 
officer belonging to- the army, and one ordered to at- 
tend her execution, became her convert. 



When Bafilides, as an officer, was required to take 
a certain oath, he refufed, faying, that he couid not 
fwear by the Roman idols, as he was a Chriftian. Struck 
with furprife, the people could not, at firft, believe what 
they heard; but he had no fooner confirmed trie fame, 
than he was dragged before the judge, committed to 
prifon, and beheaded immediately afterwards. 

Irenaius, bifliop of Lyons, was born in Greece, 
and received both a polite and a Chriftian education. 
It is generally fuppofed, that the account of the per- 
fections at Lyons was written by himfelf. He fuc- 
ceeded the martyr Pothinus as bifliop of Lyons, and 
ruled his diocefe with great propriety : he was a zea- . 
lous opppfer of herefies in general, and wrote a cele- 
brated tract againft herefy about A. D. 187. 

Victor, the bifliop of Rome, wanting to impofe the 
mode of keeping Eafter there, above all other places, 
it occafioned fome diforders among the Chriftians. In 
particular, Ireneeus wrote him a fynodical epiftle, in 
the name of the Gallic churches. This zeal, in favour 
of Chriftianity, pointed him out as an objecl: of refent- 
ment to the emperor; and he was accordingly beheaded 
in A. D. 202. , 

Now the perfecutions extending to Africa, many 
were* martyred in that quarter of the globe; the moft 
particular of whom we fliall mention, j 

Perpetua, a married lady, of about twenty-two years 
of age, with a young fucking child at her breaft, was 
feized upon for being a Chriftian. 

Her father, who tenderly loved her, , went to confole 
with her during her confinement ; and at the fame 
time would fain have perfuaded her to, renounce Chrif- 
tianity. Perpetua, however, prefervjrig all the refpeft 
due to a parent, maintained the character of a Chrif- 

This her refolution fo much incenfed her father, that 
he beat her unmercifully, and did not vifit her for fome 
days after. This gave her, and fome others who were 
confined at the fame time, an opportunity of being bap- 
tized, as they were only Catechumens before. 

When carried before the pro-conful Minutius, flie 
was commanded to facrifice to idols; but refufing, flie 
was ordered to a dark dungeon. The gloom of this 
place was of itfelf difagreeable, but the being deprived 
of her child was much more fo. Two deacons, however, 
Tertius and Pomponius, who had the care of perfecuted 
Chriftians, procured her fome few hours daily to breathe 
the frefh air, during which time flie had the fatisfaction 
of being allowed to fuckle her child. Forefeeing, how- 
ever, that flie fliould not long be permitted to take 
care of it, flie recommended it ftrongly to her mother's 
attention. 

Perpetua's father paid her a fecond vifit, and again 
befought her to renounce Chriftianity. His behaviour 
now was all paternal tendernefs, and' endearing hu- 
manity. If any thing worldly could have foftened 
her, this would ; but inflexible to all things but Chrift, 
flie knew fhe muft leave every thing for his fake; and 
flie only faid to him, " God's will muft be done." With 
an heart almoft burfting he left her, and only in tears 
found confolation. ' 

Perpetua gave the ftrongeft proofs of fortitude on 
her trial, though of a fex naturally timorous; and ex- 
hibited to her friends, as well as a great number of 
fpeclators, an amazing ftrength of mind. 

At the fame time the judge entreated her to confider 
her father's tears, her infant's helpleffnefs, and her own 
life ; but triumphing over the fofter fentiments of na- 
ture,, flie forgot the ideas of both mental and corporeal 
pain; and determined to facrifice all the feelings of 
human fenfibility, to that immortality offered by Chrift. 
In vain did they attempt to perfuade her, that their of- 
fers were gentle, and her own religion Qtherwife. 

Perceiving 
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Perceiving that Ihe mud die, the father's parental ten- 
dernefs returned, and in the fury of his anxiety, 'he at- 
tempted to carry her off ; on which account he received 
a fevere blow from one of the officers. Irritated at this, 
the daughter (hewed that Ihe had not loft all natural fen- 
timents of filial. duty; for Ihe immediately declared, 
that flie felt that blow more feverely, than if flie had 
received it herfelf. Being condufted back to prifon, 
flie remained for the day of execution, when feveral 
other perfons were to be executed with her, of whom 
we mull give an account as follows : 

Felicitas, a married Chriftian lady, was big with 
child at the time of her being apprehended. The pro- 
curator, when he examined her, begged that {he would 
have fome pity upon herfelf, and the child within her, 
and confider the condition fhe was in ; but (he replied, 
that his compaflion was thrown away, for no thought of 
felf-prefervation could ever induce her to fubmit to any 
idolatrous terms. She was delivered in prifon of a girl, 
-which was adopted by a Chriftian woman as her Own, 
and alfo brought up by her as fuch. 

Revocatus was a Catechumen of Carthage, and 
a (lave. The names of the other prifoners, who were 
to differ upon this occafion, were Satur, Saturninus, 
and Secundulus. 

When the day appointed for the execution arrived, 
they were led to the amphitheatre. Satur, Saturninus, 
and Revocatus, being bold enough to denounce God's 
judgments upon their perfecutors, they were ordered 
to run the gantelope between the hunters, or fuch as 
had the care of the wild beads. The hunters being 
drawn up in two ranks, they ran between, and as they 
paffed were feverely lafhed. 

Felicitas and Perpetua were dripped, in order to be 
thrown to amad bull: but fome of thefpeaators, through 
decency, defired that they might be permitted to put 
on their clothes, which requeft was granted. 

The bull made his firft attack upon Perpetua, and 
ftunned her : he then attacked Felicitas, and wounded 
her much ; but not killing them, the executioner did 
that office with a fword. Revocatus and Satur wer- 
deftroyed by wild beads ; Saturninus was beheaded 
and Secundulus died in prifon. Thefe executions 
were on the 8th day of March, A. D. 205. 

Speratus, and twelve others, were likewife behead- 
ed ; as was Andoclus in France. Afclepiades, 
biftiop of antioch, differed many tortures, but they 
fpared his life. 

Cecilia, a young lady of a good family in Rome, w 
married' to a gentleman named Valerian. Being 
Chriftian herfelf, (he foon perfuadedher huffiand toei 
brace the fame faith ; and his converfion was fpeedily 
followed by that of Tiburtius his brother. 

This information drew upon them all the vengeance 
of the civil magidrate : the two brothers were beheaded 
and the maximus, or officer, who led them to execution 
becoming their convert, differed in like manner. 

When the lady was apprehended, (he was doomed -to 
death ; the manner of which was thus : fhe was placed 
naked in a fcalding bath, and having continued there 
a confiderable time, her head was (truck off with 
fword, A. D. 222. 

Calidus, biftiop of Rome, was martyred A. D. 224 
but the manner of his death is not recorded : and A. D. 
232, Urban, biftiop of Rome, met the fame fate. 

Agapetus, a boy of Praenede, in Italy, who ' 
only fifteen years of age, abfolutcly refufing to facrifice 
to the idols, was feverely fcourged, and then hanged 
up by the feet, and boiling water poured over him. 
He was afterwards worried by wild - beads, and 
at lad beheaded. The officer, named Antiochus, who 
fuperintended this execution, while it was perfoi 
fell fuddenly from his judical feat, cried out tl 
bowels burnt him, aud expired ; feeling, miraculou(ly ; 



this world, a fample of the torments due to futt 
cruelty in the next : while the martyr patiently fuffer< 
in hopes of a glorious reward. * 



A full and particular Account of the Sixth Genera; 
PERSEcuToiNj wider the Roman Emperors. 

T N A. D. 235, M'axhnihus being emperor, he raited 
A perfecution againd the Chridians. In Cappadocia, 
the prefident, Seremiarius, did all he could to extermi- 
nate the Chridians from, that kingdom. 

A Roman foldier, refufing to were a laurel crown 
bedowed on him by the emperor, and confefling himfelf 
a Chriftian, was fcourged, imprifoned, and put to 
death afterwards. 

Pontianus, biftiop of Rome, for preachins 
againd idolatry, was banilhed to Sardinia, and there 
deftroyed. 

Anteros, a Grecian, who fucceeded the lad-men. 

>ned biftiop in the fee of Rome, gave fo much of. 
._nce to the government, by collecting the a&s of the 
martyrs, that, after having held his dignity only forty 
days, he differed martyrdom himfelf. 

Pammachius, a Roman fenator, with his family 
id other Chridians, to the'number of forty-two, were, 
_.» account of their religion, all beheaded in one day, 
and their heads fet up on the city gates. 

Simplicius, another fenator, differed martyrdom 
in a dmilar way. 

Calepodius, a Chridian minider, after being ii 
humanly treated, and barbaroully dragged about the 
ftreets, was thrown into the river Tyber with a mill- 
ftone fattened about his neck. 

Quiritus, a Roman nobleman, with his family and 
domeftics, were, on account of being all Chridians, put 
to the mod excruciating tortures, and then to the moll 
painful deaths. Thus this nobleman differed the confis- 
cation of his effeas, poverty, revilings, imprifonment, 
fcourging; tortures, and lofs of his life, for the fake of ; 
his bleffed Redeemer and Mediator. 

Martina, a noble and beautiful virgin, likewife 
differed martyrdom for the fake of Chrift, being van-, 
oudy tortured, and afterwards beheaded. ' j 

Hippolitus, a Chriftian prelate, was tied to a wild! 
horfe, and dragged through fields, dony places, bufhes,! 
&c. till he died. 

While this perfecution, raifed by Maximinus, laded, 
numberlefs Chridians were fiain without trial, and bu- 
ried indifcriminately in heaps ; fometimes fifty or fixty 
being cad into a pit together, without the lead decency. 

When the tyrant Maximinus died, A. D. 238, he 
was fucceeded by Gordian, during whofe reign, and 
that of his fucceffor Philip, the church was free from 
perfecution for the fpace of more than ten .years ; but 
A. D. 249, a violent perfecution broke out in Alexand- 
ria. It is to be obferved, however, that this was done at 
theindigationofa Pagan pried, without the emperors 
knowledge. . ,• 

The fury of the people being let loofe againd the 
Chridians, the mob broke open their houfes, dole away 
the bed of their property, dedroyed the red, and mur- 
dered the owners : the univerfal cry being, " Bun 
them, burn them ; Kill them, kill them." The name 
of the martyrs (three excepted) and the particulars 
this affair, however, have not been recorded. 

The three martvrs alluded to were as follow : , 

Metus, an aged and venerable Chridian, refutin, 
to blafphemehis Saviour, was beaten with clubs, pncK 
with (harp reeds, and at length ftoned to death. 
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Quinta/a Chriftian woman, being carried to the 
temple, and refilling to worlhip the idols there, was 
dragged by her feet over fliarp flint ftones, fcourged 
with whips, and at laft dispatched in the'fame manner 
as Metrus was. 

Apollonia, an ancient maiden lady, confeffing herfelf 
a Chriftian, the mob dafhed out her teeth with "their . 
fifts, and threatened to burn her alive. A fire was 
accordingly prepared for the purpofe, and fhe fat- 
tened to a ftake; but requesting to be unlooled, it was 
granted on a fuppofition that (he meant to recant, 
when to their great furprife, fhe immediately threw 
herfelf" into the flames, and was there confumed, which 
plainly evinced that fhe contemned the fears of death, 
and ti-ufted to a falling future reward, for a temporary 
punifhment in this world. 

-»< r- : ' ■ = =a-.- 

A full and particular Account of /fc Seventh General 
Persecution, under the Roman Emperors. 

NOW Decius, being emperor of Rome, began a 
dreadful perfecution againft the Chriftians, A. D. 
249. This was occafioned, partly by the hatred he 
boreto his predeceffor Philip, who was deemed a Chrif- 
tian, and partly to his jealoufy concerning the amaz- 
ing increafe of Chriftianity ; for the heathen temples 
began to be forfaken, and the Chriftian churches 
crowded. ■ 

Provoked at this, Decius attempted the very extir- 
pation of the name of Chriftian 5 and it was unfortu- 
nate for the caufe of the gofpel, that many errors had, 
about this time, crept into the church : the Chriftians 
were at variance with each other; felf-intereft divided 
thofe whom focial love ought to have united ; and the 
virulence of pride occafioned a variety of contentions. 

The heathens in general were ambitious to enforce 
the imperial decrees upon this occafion, and looked 
upon the murder of a Chriftian as a merit in them- 
felves. The martyrs, upon this occafion, were innu- 
merable ; but the principal we fhall give fome account 
of in rotation. 

Fabian, the bifhop of Rome, was the firft perfon of 
eminence who felt the feverity of this perfecution. The 
deceafed emperor Philip had, on account of his inte- 
grity, committed his treafure to the care of this good 
man. But Decius, not finding as much as his avarice 
made him expefl, determined to wreak his vengeance 
on the good prelate. He was accordingly feized ; and 
on the 20th of January, A. D. 250, fuffered martyr- 
dom, by lofing his head. 

Abdon and Semen, two Perfians, were feized on 
asftrangers; but being found Chriftians, were put to 
death, on account of their faith ; and Moyfes, a prieft, 
was beheaded on the fame account. 

Julian, a native of .Cilicia, as we are informed by 
St. Chryroftom, was feized upon forcing a Chriftian. 
He was frequently tortured, but ftill remained inflex- 
ible; and though often brought from prifon for execu- 
tion, was again remanded, to be the object of greater 
cruelties. He, at length, was obliged to travel for 
twelve months together, from town to town, in order to 
be expofed to the infults of the ignorant people. 

Perceiving all endeavours to make him recant his 
religion ineffectual, he was brought before his judge, 
ftripped, and whipped in a moft dreadful manner. He 
was put into a leather bag, together with a number of 
ferpents and fcorpions, and in that condition thrown 
into the fea. 

Peter, a young man, amiable for the fuperior qua- 
lities of his body and mind, was apprehended for being 
a Chriftian at Lampfacus, or the Hellefpont, and car- 
ried before Optimus, pro-conful of Afia. 

When commanded to facrifice to Venus, he faid, " I 
am aftonifhed that you fhould wifh me to facrifice to an 
infamous woman, whofe debaucheries even your own 
hiftorians record, and whofe life cbnfifted of fuch 
actions, as youf laws would punifh.— No ! I fhall offer 
70. 



the true Go,d the acceptable facrifice of praife and 
prayers." 

When Optimus heard this he ordered the prifoner 
to be ftretched upon a wheel, by which all his bone's 
were broken in a fhocking manner. 

Notwithftanding, his torments infpired him with frefh 
courage ; he fmiled on his perfecutors, and feemed, 
by the ferenity of his countenance, not to upbraid, 
but to applaud his tormentors for his fuffcrings. 

At length the pro-conful, tired with tormenting 
him, ordered him to be beheaded ; which command 
was immediately executed. 

Nichomachus, being brought before the pro-conful 
as a Chriftian, was ordered to facrifice to the pagan 
idols. Nichomachus replied, " I cannot pay that refpeft 
to devils, which is only due to the Almighty." This 
fpeech fo much enraged the pro-conful, that Nichoma- 
chus was put to the rack. He bore the torments, for 
fome time, with patience and great refolution ; but, at 
length, when ready to expire with pain, he forfeited all 
the advantages he had gained in his former fufferings, 
by abjuring his faith, and becoming an apoftate. He 
had no fooner given this proof of his frailty, than he 
fell into the greateft agonies, dropped down on the 
ground, and immediately expired. • 

Denifa, a young woman of only fixteen years of age, 
who beheld this terrible judgment, fuddenly exclaimed; 
" O, unhappy wretch, why would you buy a moment's 
eafe, at the expenca of a miferable eternity ?" Optimus 
hearing this, called to her, and afked if fhe, was a Chrif- 
tian ? She replied in the affirmative'; and being com- 
manded to facrifice to the idols, refufed to comply. 

Enraged at her refolution, Optimus gave her up to 
two libertines, to become the object of their luft. Thefe 
took her to their own home, and made many attempts 
upon her chaftity, but without effect. At midnight 
they were deterred from further attempts by a frightful 
vifion, which fo amazed them, that they fell at the feet 
of Denifa, and implored her prayers, that they might 
not feel the effects of divine vengeance for their bruta- 
lity. This deliverance, however, did not foften the 
heart of Optimus; for the damfel was beheaded foon 
after by his order. 

Andrew and Paul, two companions of Nichomachus 
the martyr, on coofefling themfelves Chriftians, were 
condemned to die, and delivered to the multitude to 
be (toned. Accordingly, A. D. 251, they fuffered 
martyrdom by ftoning, and expired, calling on their 
bleffed Redeemer and Mediator. • • . 

Alexander and Epimachus, of Alexandria, were ap- 
prehended for being Chriftians; and confeffing the 
accufation, were beat with ftaves, torn with hooks, 
and at length burnt in the fire ; and we are informed, 
in a fragment preferved by Eufebius, that four female 
martyrs fuffered on the fame day, and at. the fame 
place, but not in the fame manner ; for thefe were be- 
headed. 

Lucian and Marcian, two wicked Pagans, though 
fkilful magicians, becoming converts to Chriftianity, 
to make amends for their former errors, lived the 
lives of hermits, and fubfifted upon bread and water 
only. " After fome time fpent in this manner, they 
refle£tcd that their lives were inefficacious, and deter- 
mined to leave their folitude in order to' bring others 
to Chriftianity. Purfuant to this pious and laudable 
refolution they became zealous preachers, and made 
many converts. . The perfecution, however, raging at 
this time, they were feized upon, and carried imme- 
diately before Sabinus, the governor of Bithynia. On 
being afked by what authority they took upon them- 
felves to preach, Lucian anfwered, " That the laws of 
charity and humanity obliged all men to endeavour 
the converfion of their neighbours, and to do every 
thing in their power to refcue them from the fnares of 
the devil." 

Lucian having fpoken in this manner, Marcian alfo 
faid, .that " Their converfion was by the fame grace 
which was given to St. Paul, who, from a zealous 
perfecutor of the church, became a preacher of the 
gofpel." 

9 R When 
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When the pro-conful found that he could not pre- 
vail with them to renounce their faith, he condemned 
them to be ' burnt alive, which fentence was executed 
foon after; 

Trypho and Refpicius, two eminent men, were feized 
as Chriftians, and imprifoned at Nice. They were foon 
after put to the rack, which they bore with admirable 
patience for three hours, and uttered the praifes of tlie 
Almighty the Whole time. They were then expofed 
naked to the feverity of the open air, which benumbed 
all their limbs, as it was the very depth of the cold feafon. 

When remanded toprifon, they remained there for a 
confiderable time; and then the cruelties of their perfe- 
cutors were again evinced. Their feet were pierced with 
nails; they were dragged through the ftreets, fcourged, 
torn with iron hooks, fcorched with lighted torches, and 
at length beheaded, A. D. 25 1 , on the firft day of Feb. 

Agtha, a Sicilian lady, was not more remarkable for 
her perfonal and acquired endowments, than her piety: 
her beauty was fuch that Quintain, governor of Sicily, 
became enamoured of her, and made many attempts 
upon her virtue. 

The governor being reputed to be a great libertine, 
and a bigotted Pagan, the lady very difcreetly thought 
proper to withdraw from two fuch dangerous enemies, 
as luft and fuperftition. She accordingly retired from 
the town, but being difcovered in her retreat, fhe was 
apprehended and brought to Catana immediately. 

Now finding herfelf in the power of an enemy, both 
to her foul and body, fhe recommended herfelf to the 
protection of the Almighty, and prayed for death, as a 
relief from her affliclions. 

- In order to gratify his paflfions with the greater con- 
veniency, the governor put the virtuous lady into the 
hands of Aphrodica, a very infamous and licentious 
woman. This wretch tried every artifice to win her to 
the defired proltitution ; but found all her efforts were 
vain; for her chaftity was impregnable, and fhe well 
knew that virtue alone could procure true felicity. 

Aphrodica acquainted Quintain with the inefficacy 
of her endeavours, who, enraged to be foiled in his de- 
figns, changed his lull into refentment. On her con- 
feffing that fhe was a Chriftian, he determined to gratify 
his revenge, fince he could not his bafe love. 

Agreeable to his orders (he was fcourged, burnt with 
red hot irons, and torn with fharp hooks. Having 
borne thefe torments with admirable fortitude, fhe was 
next laid naked upon live coals, intermingled with glafs, 
and then being carried back to prifon, fhe there ex- 
pired on the 5th of February, A. D. 251. 

Cyril, bifhop of Gortyna, was feized by order of 
Lucius, the governor of that place, who, neverthelefs, 
exhorted him to obey the imperial mandate, perform the 
facrifices, and fave his venerable perfon from deftruc- 
tion ; for he was now eighty-four years of age. The 
good prelate replied, that he could not agree to any 
fuch requifitions. But as he had long taught others to 
fave their fouls, that now he fhould only think of his 
own falvation and everlafting welfare. 

When the governor found all his perfuafions in vain, 
he pronounced fentence againft the venerable Chriftian, 
in words to the following effect. 

" I order and appoint, that Cyril, who has loft his 
fenfes, and is a declared enemy of our gods, fhall be 
burnt alive." 

The good worthy prelate heard this fentence without 
emotion, walked cheerfully to the place of execution, 
and underwent his martyrdom with great refolution. 

The perfecution raged in no place more than in the 
ifland of Crete; for the governor being exceedingly 
active in executing the' imperial decrees, that place 
ftreamed with the pious blood of many. 

The principal Cretan martyrs, whofe names have 
been tranfmitted to us, are as follow : 

Theodulus, Saturnius, and Europus, were inhabi- 
tants of Gortyna, who had been grounded in their faith 
by Cyril, bifhop of that city; and Eunicianus, Zeticus, 
Cleomenes, Agathopas, Baftides, and Euariftus, were 
brought from different parts of the ifland on accufa- 
tions relative to their profeffing Chriftianity. 



When brought into court, they were commanded to 
facrifice to Jupiter, which declining, the judge threat, 
ened them with the feverefl tortures imaginable, 'fo 
thefe menaces they unanimoufly anfwered, " That to 
fuffer, for the fake of the Supreme Being, would t 
them be the fublimeft of pleafures." ° 

The judge's threats failing, he attempted to gain their 
veneration for the heathen deities, by difcantihg on 
their merits, and recounting fome of their mythological 
hiftories. This gave the prifoners an opportunity of re- 
marking on the abfurdity of fuch fiaions, and of point" 
ing out the folly of paying adoration to ideal deities" 
and real images. ' 

Provoked to hear his favourite idols ridiculed, the 
governor ordered them all to be put to the rack • the 
tortures of which they fuftained with furprifing forti- 
tude. They at length fuffered the period of their mar- 
tyrdom, A. D. 251: being all beheaded at the fame 

Babylas, a Chriftian of a liberal education, became 
bifhop of Antioch, A. D. 237, on the dem'ife of Ze- 
binus. He acted with inimitable zeal, and governed 
the church during the moft tempeftuous times with 
admirable prudence. 

The firft misfortune that happened to Antioch during 
his miffion, was the fiege of it by Sapor, king of Perfia; 
who having over-run all Syria, took and plundered this 
city among others, and tiled the Chriftian inhabitants 
with greater feverity than the reft. 

However, his cruelties were not lading ; for Gor- 
dian, the emperor, appearing at the head of a powerful 
army, Antioch was retaken, the Perfians driven en- 
tirely out of Syria, purfued into their own country, 
and feveral places in the Perfian territories fell into 
the hands of the emperor. 

On Gordian's death, in the rejgn of Decius, that 
emperor came to Antioch, where, having a defire to 
vifit an affembly of Chriftians, Babylas oppofed him, 
and abfolutely refufed to let him come in. The empe- 
ror diffembled his anger at that time; but foon fending 
for the bifhop, he fharply reproved him for his infolence, 
and then ordered him to facrifice to the Pagan deities 
as an expiation for his fuppofed crime. 

Having refufed this, he was committed to prifon, 
loaded with chains, treated with great feverities, and 
then beheaded, together with three young men who 
had been his pupils. 

When they wenf to the place of execution, the bifhop 
exclaimed, "Behold me, and the children that the Lord 
hath given me." They were martyred, A. D. 251 ; 
and the chains worn by the bifhop in prifon were buried 
with him. 

Alexander, bifhop of Jerufalem, about this time was 
caft into prifon on account of his religion, where he 
died through the feverity of his confinement. 
, When Serapian was apprehended at Alexandria, he 
had all his bones broken, and was then thrown from 
a high loft, when he was killed by the* fall. 

Julianus, an old man, lame with the gout, and Cro- 
nion, another Chriftian, were bound on the backs of 
camels, feverely fcourged, and then thrown into a 
fire and confumed. A perfon who flood by, and 
feemed to commiferate them, was ordered to be be- 
headed, as a punifhment for entertaining fentiments 
of tendernefs and lenity. 

Macar, a I.ybian Chriftian, was burnt : Heron-Ater, 
and Ifidorus, Egyptians; with Diofchorus, a boy of 
fifteen, after fuffering many other torments, met with a 
fimilarfate; and Nemefion, another Egyptian, was firft 
tried as a thief; but being acquitted, Was accufed of 
Chriftianity, which confefling, he was fcourged, tor- 
tured, and finally burnt. 

Ifehyrian, the Chriftian fervant of an Egyptian noble- 
man, and magiftrate, was run through with a pike by 
his own mailer, for refufing to facrifice to idols ; Vena- 
tius, a youth of fifteen, was martyred in Italy; and 
forty virgins, at Antioch, after being imprifoned and 
fcourged, were deftroyed by fire. 

The emperor Decius having ere£led a Pagan tem- 
ple at Ephefus, in the year of our Lord 251, he com- 
manded 
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nianded all who were in that city to facrifice to the 
idols. This order was nobly refufed by feven of his 
own foldiers, viz. Maximianus, Martianus, Joannes, 
Malchus, Dionyfius, Conftantinus, and Seraion*. 

The emperor, wifhing to win thefe foldiers to re- ' 
nounce their fate by his entreaties and lenity, gave 
them a confiderable refpite till he returned from a 
journey. 

While the emperor was abfent, they efcaped, and hid 
themfelves in a cavern j which the emperor being in- 
formed of at his return, the mouth of the cavern was 
clofed up, and they all periflied with hunger. 

Theodora, a beautiful young lady of Antioch, on re- 
futing to facrifice to the Roman idols, was condemned 
to the ftews, that her virtue might be facrificed to the 
brutality of luft. Didymus, a Chriftian, difguifed him- 
felf in the habit of a Roman foldier, went to the houfe, 
informed Theodora who he was, and advifed her to 
make her efcape in his drefs. 

Having effected this, and a man found in the brothel 
inftead of a beautiful lady, Didymus was taken before 
the prefident.to whom confelTing the truth, and owning 
that he was a Chriftian, the fentence of death was im- 
mediately pronounced againft him. In the mean time 
Theodora, hearing that her deliverer was likely to fuf- 
fer, came to the judge, threw herfelf at his feet, and 
begged that the fentence might fall only on her as the 
guilty perfon ; but deaf to the cries of the innocent, and 
infenfible to the calls of juftice, the inflexible judge 
condemned both ; when they were executed accord- 
ingly, being firfl beheaded, and their bodies afterwards 
confumed with fire. 

Secundianus having been accufed as a. Chriftian, was 
conveyed to prifon by fome foldiers. On the way, Ve- 
rianus and Marcellinus faid, " Where are you car- 
rying the innocent?" This interrogatory occafioned 
them to be feized, and all three, after having been tor- 
tured, were hanged, and their heads were cut off when 
they were dead. 

Origen, the celebrated prefbyter and catechift of 
Alexandria, at the age of fixty-four, was feized, thrown 
into a loathfome prifon, laden with heavy fetters, his 
feet placed in the flocks, and his legs extended to the 
utmoft for feveral fucceflive days. He was threatened 
with fire, and tormented by every means that the mod 
infernal imaginations could fuggeft. But unappalled 
with dangers, and unfhaken by fufferings, his Chriftian 
fortitude bore him through all. Indeed, fuch was the 
rigour of his judge, that his tortures were ordered to 
be lingering, that death might not too foon put a pe- 
riod to his miferies. , During this cruel temporifing, 
the emperor Decius died, and Gallus, who fucceeded 
him, engaging in a war with the Goths, the Chriftians 
met with a refpite. In this interim Origen obtained 
his enlargement, and retiring to Tyre, he there remain- 
ed till his death, which happened when he was in the 
fixty-ninth year of his age. 

The emperor Gallus having concluded his wars, a 
plague broke out in the empire : facrifices to the Pagan 
deities were ordered by the emperor, and fuperftition 
immediately bowed the knee tq falfe gods. 

On the Chriftians refufing td comply with thefe rites, 
they were charged with being the authors of the calamity. 
Hence the ftorm of perfecution fpread, from the interior 
to the extreme parts of the empire, and many fell mar- 
tyrs to the impetuofityofthe rabble, as well as the pre- 
judice of the magiflrates. 

Cornelius, the Chriftian bifhop of Rome, was, among 
others, feized upon this occafion. He was firft banilhed 
to Centum-CellEe, Civita Vecchia, as it is now called ; 
and after having been cruelly fcourged, was, on the 
14th of September, A. D. 252, beheaded, after having 
been bifhop fifteen months and ten days. 

Lucius, who fucceeded Cornelius as bifhop of Rome, 
was the Ton of Porphyrius, and a Roman by birth. 
His vigilance, as a pallor, rendered him obnoxious to 
the foes of Chriftianity, which occafioned him to be 
banilhed: but in a fhort time, he was permitted to re- 
turn from banifhment. 

He was, not long after, however, apprehended, after 



having been bifhop about fix months, and beheaded 
March the 4th, A. D. 253. This bifhop was fucceeded 
by Stephanus, a man of a fiery temper, who held the 
dignity a few years, and might probably have fallen a 
martyr, had not the emperor been murdered by his 
general ^Emilian, when a profound peace fucceeded 
throughout the whole empire, and the perfecution of 
courfe terminated. 

Several of the errors which crept into the church at 
this time arofe from placing human reafon in compe- 
tition with revelation ; but the fallacy of fuch argu- 
ments being proved by the moft able divines, the opinions 
they had created vanifhed away like ftars before the fun. 



A full and particular Account of the Eighth Gene- 
ral Perescution under the Roman Emperors. 
MILIAN, the general, not being properly fup- 
ported by the army, was flain, and Valerian 
ele&ed to the empire. 

This emperor, for the fpace of four years, governed 
with moderation, and treated the Chriftians with pecu- 
liar lenity and refpeft. But A. D. 257, an Egyptian 
magician, named Macrianus, gained a great afcen- 
dancy over him, and perfuaded him to perfecute the 
Chriftians. 

Accordingly edicts were publi fhed, and the ungovern- 
able rage of ignorance and fuperftition was let loofe 
againft the Chriftians. The: perfecution began in the 
month of April, and continued for three years and fix 
months. 

Innumerable were the martyrs that fell in this perfe- 
cution, and their tortures and deaths as various and pain- 
ful. The moft eminent martyrs were the following, 
though neither rank, fex, nor age met with refpe£l. 

Rufina and Secunda were two beautiful and accom- 
plifhed ladies, daughters of Afterius, a gentleman of 
eminence in Rome. Rufina, the elder, was defigned 
in marriage for Armentarius, a young nobleman ; and 
Secunda, the younger, for Verinus, a perfon of rank 
and immenfe wealth. 

Thefe fuitors, at the time of the perfection's com- 
mencing, were both Chriftians ; but when danger ap- 
peared, to fave their fortunes, they renounced thejr 
faith. They took great pains to perfuade the ladies to 
do the fame, but failed in their purpofe. Rufina and 
Secunda, though too juft to change their religious fen- 
timents, were too diffident of their own ftrength to 
remain longer the objects of fuch felicitations; on 
. which account they left the kingdom. 

The lovers difappointed in their purpofe, Were bafe 
enough to inform againft the ladies, who being appre- 
hended as Chriftians, were brought before Junius Do- 
natus, governor of Rome. 

Now being inflexible to all remonftrances; and hav- 
ing paffed through feveral tortures, they fealed their 
martyrdom with their blood, by being beheaded A. Di 
257- 

Stephen, bifhop of Rome, was beheaded in the fame 
year; and about that time Saturnius, bifhop ofThou- 
loure, was fet upon and feized by the rabble of that 
place, for preventing as they alleged, their oracles 
from fpeaking. On refufing to facrifice to the idols, 
he was treated with all the barbarous indignities ima- 
ginable, and then faftened by the feet to the tail of a 
bull. Upon a fignal given, the enraged animal was 
driven down the fteps of the temple, by which the wor- 
thy martyr's brains were dafhed out. The fmall num- 
ber of Chriftians in Thouloufe had not courage fufH- 
cient to carry off the dead body, till two women con- 
veyed it away, and depofited it in a deep ditch. 

This martyr was a moft orthodox and worthy primi- 
tive Chriftian, and his doctrines are to be firmly de- 
pended upon. 

Stephen was fucceeded by Sextus as bifhop of Rome. 
He is fuppoTed to have been a Greek by birth, or by 
extraction, and had for fome time ferved in the capacity 
of a deacon under Stephen. His great fidelity, lingular 
*wifdom, and uncommon courage, diftinguifhed bim 
upon 
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upon many occafions ; and the happy conclufion of 
a controverfy with fome heretics, is generally afcribed 
to his prudence. 

Marcianus, who had the management of the Ro- 
man government in the year 258, procured an or- 
der from the emperor Valerian, to put to death all 
the Chriftian clergy in Rome. ■ 

The fenate having teftified their obedience to the 
imperial mandate, Sextus was one of the firft who felt 
the feverity of the refcript. Cyprian tells us, that he 
was beheaded Auguft 6, A. D. 258. We are likewife 
informed, that fix of his deacons fuffered with him. 

Laurentius, generally called St. Laurence, the prin- 
cipal of the deacons, who taught and preached Under 
Sextus, followed him to the place of execution ; when 
Sextus predicted; that he fhould meet him in heaven 
three days after. 

Laurentius looking upon this as a certain indication 
of his own approaching martyrdom, at his return ga- 
thered together all the Chriftian poor, and distributed 
the treafures of the church, which had been committed 
to his care, among them ; thinking the money could 
not be better difpofed of, or lefs liable to fall into the 
hands of the Heathens. 

Such liberality alarmed the perfecutors, who fcized 
on him to make a difcovery from whence it arofc, and 
commanded him to give an immediate account to the 
emperor, of the church treafures. 

Laurentius promifed he would do this, but begged a 
fhort refpite to put things in proper order; when three 
days being granted him, he was fuffered to depart -, 
whereupon, with great diligence, he colle&ed together 
a great number of aged, helplefs, and impotent poor, 
and repaired to the magiftrate, pi efenting them to him, 
faying, " Thefe are the true treafures of the church." 

Provoked at the difappointment, and fancying the 
matter meant in ridicule, the governor ordered him to 
be immediately fcourged. He was then beat with iron 
rods, fet upon a wooden horfe, and had his limbs dis- 
located. 

He endured thefe tortures with fortitude and pcife- 
verance ; when he was ordered to be faflened to a 
large gridiron, with a flow fire under it, that his death 
might be the more tedious. 

But his aftonifhing conftancy during thefe trials, and 
ferenity of countenance while under fuch excruciating 
torments, gave the fpettators fo exalted an idea of the 
dignity and truth of the Chriftian religion, that many 
became converts at the fame time. 

Having lain, for fome time, upon this burning bed, 
the martyr called out to the emperor, who was pre- 
fent, in' a kind of jocofe diftich, made extempore, 
which may be tranflated thus : 

" This fide enough is toafted, 

" Then turn me, tyrant, and eat ; 
" And fee, whether raw or roafted, 

" I feem the better meat." •" 
Accordingly the executioner turned him, and after 
having lain a confiderable time longer, he had ftill 
ftrength and fpirits fufficient left to triumph over the 
tyrant, by telling him, with great ferenity, that he was 
dreffed enough, and only wanted Serving up. He 
then cheerfully lifted up his eyes to heaven, and with 
calmnefs yielded his fpirit to the Almighty, on Auguft 
10, A. D. 258. 

Romanus, a foldier, who attended the martyrdom of 
Laurentius, was one of the converts to his fufferings 
and fortitude ; for he could not help feeling the greateft 
veneration for a God, who infpired his votaries with 
fuch courage, and rendered his martyrs fuperior to all 
the cruelties of their enemies. 

When the martyr Laurentius was remanded to pri- 
fon, the brave Romanus took that opportunity of fully 
inquiring into the nature of the Chriftian faith; and 
being entirely fatLsfied by Laurentius, became firmly a 
Chriftian, received his baptifm from the captive, and 
feemed to have his mind imprefled with a lively idea of 
the kingdom of Chrift ; a kingdom replete with eternal 
joys, and everlafting felicity. 
3 



Romanus's fudden change was foon known, when 
he was apprehended, fcourged feverely, and after- 
wards beheaded. 

Hypolitus was another, who, for the fame crime 
was Seized in like manner, and fuffered a fimilar fate/ 



The perfecution raged in Africa with peculiar vio. 
lence ; many thoufands received the crown of martyr- 
dom, among whom the following were the moft dif- 
tingui flied characters : 

Cyprian, bifhop of Carthage, was an eminent pre- 
late, and a pious ornament of the church. The briglu- 
nefs of his genius was tempered by the folidity of his 
judgment ; and with all the accomplishments of the 
gentleman he blended the virtues of the Chriftiari. His 
doftrines were orthodox and pure; his language eafy 
and elegant; and his manners graceful and winning: in 
fine, he was both the pious and polite preacher. In- 
deed, an eafy delivery, and polifhed manner, are requi- 
site in every preacher, who would make an imprefiion 
on the hearts of his audience. This was the praQice 
of St. Paul, and this was the accomplishment of Cy- 
prian. 

It is faid, the latter was fo perfectly a mailer of the; 
rules of rhetoric, and the precepts of logic, and fo 
complete in the practice of elocution, and the princi- 
ples of philofophy, that he was made profefiorof thofe 
fciences in his native city of Carthage, where he be- 
came fo popular, and taught with fuch fuccefs, that 
many of h'is ftudents afterwards became Shining orna- 
ments of polite erudition. 

He was educated in his youth in the principles of 
Gentilifm, and having a confiderable fortune, he lived 
in the very extravagance of Splendour, and all the dig- 
nity of pi.nip. Gorgeous in attire, luxurious in fealt- 
ing, vain of a numerous retinue, and fond of every 
kind of fafhio'nable parade, he feemed to fancy that 
man was born to gratify all his appetites, and created 
for pleafure only. 

In or about the year 246, Coelius, a Chriftian mini- 
ster of Carthage, became the happy instrument of Cy- 
prian's conversion ; on which account, and for the great 
love that he always afterwards bore for the author of 
his converfion, he was termed Ccecilius Cyprian. 

Before his baptifm he Studied the fcriptures with 
care, and being Struck with the beauties of the truths 
they contained, he determined to praaife the virtues 
therein recommended. After his baptifm he fold his 
eftate, diftributed the money among the poor, dreffed 
himfelf in plain attire, and commenced a life of auf- 
terity and Solitude. 

Soon after he was made a prefbyter; and being great- 
ly admired for his virtues, and his works, on the death 
of Don'atus, in A. D. 248, he was almolt unanimoufly 
elected bilhop of Carthage. 

The care of Cyprian not only extended over Car- 
thage, but to Numidia and Mauritania. In all his 
transactions he took great care to afk the advice of his 
clergy, knowing, that unanimity alone could be offer- 
vice to the church : this being one of his maxims, 
" That the bifhop was in the church, and the church in 
the bifhop; fo that unity can only be preferved by a 
clofe connection between the pallor and his flock." 

Cyprian was publicly profcribed A. D. 250, by the 
emperor Decius, under the appellation of Ccecilius 
Cyprian, bifhop of the Christians: and the univerSal cry 
of the Pagans, was, " Cyprian to the lions, Cyprian to 
the beafts." 

However, the bifhop withdrew himfelf from the rage 
of the populace, and his effeas were immediately con- 
fifcated thereupon. 

In his retirement he. wrote thirty pious and elegant 
•letters to his flock ; but feveral fchifros that then crept 
into the church gave him great uneafinefs. The rigour 
of the perfecution abating, he returned to Carthage, 
and did every thing in his power to expunge erroneous 
opinions and falfe doarines. 

A terrible plague breaking out at Carthage, it was, as 
ufual, laid to the charge of the Christians ; and the ma- 
gi Urates, 
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giitrates began to perfecute accordingly, which occa- 
sioned an epi (lie from them to Cyprian, 'in anfwer to 
which he vindicates the caufe of Chriftianity. 

Cyprian was brought before the pro-conful Afpafius 
Paterniis, A. D. 257, when being commanded to con- 
form to the. religion of the empire, he boldly made a 
confeffion of his faith, and owned himfclfa Chriftian., 
This confeffion, however, did not occafion his death, 
b'-.t an order for his banifhment, which exiled him to 
a little city on the Lybian fea. On the death of the 
pro-conful who banifhed him, he returned to Carthage, 
but was foon after feized, and carried before the new 
governor, who condemned him to be beheaded ; on 
the 14th of September, A. D. 258, this fentence was 
executed. 

Certainly this bifhop was a mod valuable paftor of 
the church, a pious Chriftian, an excellent philofopher, 
and an accurate preacher. Before we quit this article, 
we think, it neceflary to infert his own account of his 
converfion, which is as follows : 

" While I laid in darknefs and uncertainty, I 
thought on what I had heard 'of, a fecond birth, pro- 
pofed by the divine goodnefs ; but could not compre- 
hend how a man could receive a new life from his be- 
ing fprinkled with water ; ceafe to be what he was be- 
fore, and ftill remain the fame body. How, faid I, can 
fuel) a change be poffible? How can he, who is grown 
old in a worldly way of living, ftrip himfelf of his for- 
mer inclinations, and inveterate habits ? Can he, who 
has fpent his whole time in plenty, and indulged his ap- 
petite without reltraint, ever be transformed into an ex- 
ample of frugality and fbbriety ? Or he who has always 
appeared in fplendid apparel, ftoop to the plain, fimple, 
and unornamented drefs of the common people? It is 
impoffible for a man, who has borne the moft honour- 
able pods, ever to fubmit to lead a private and an ob- 
fcure life : or that he who was never feen in public with- 
out a crowd of attendants, and perfons who endeavoured 
to make their fortunes by attending him, mould ever 
bear to be a|one. This (continues he) was rhy way of 
arguing; I thought it was impoffible for me to leave my 
former courfe of life, and the habits I was then en- 
gaged in, and accttftomed to : but no fooner did the 
life-giving water wall] the fpotsofmy foul, than my heart 
received the heavenly light of the Holy Spirit, which 
transformed me into a new creature; all my difficulties 
were cleared, my doubts diflolved, and my darknefs dif- 
pelled. I was then able to do what before feemed im- 
poffible; could difcern that my former life was earthly 
and finful, according to the impurity of my birth; but 
that my fpiritual birth gave me new ideas and inclina- 
tions, and directed all my views to God." 

Cyprian's difciples who were martyred in this perfe- 
cution were, Lucius, Flavian, Vidloricus, Remus, Mon- 
tanus, Donatian, Julian, Prirnolus. 

A moft terrible tragedy was exhibited at Utica, 300 
Chriftians were, by the orders of the pro-conful, placed 
round a burning lime-kiln. A pan of coals and incenfc 
heing prepared, they were commanded either to facri 
fice to Jupiter, or to be thrown into the kiln. Unani 
moufly refufing, they bravely jumped into the pit, and 
were fuffocated immediately. 

Fruftuofus, bifhop of Tarragon, in Spain, and his 
two deacons, Augurius and Eulogius, for avowing 
themfelves Chriftians, were confumed by fire. 

Malchus, Alexander, and Prifcus, three Chriftians of 
Paleftine, with a woman of the fame place, voluntarily 
accured themfelves of being Chriftians; on which ac- 
count they were fentenced to be devoured by tygers, 
■which fentence was accordingly executed. 

Donatilla, Maxima, and Secunda, three virgins of 
luburga, had gall and vinegar given them to drink, 
*ere then feverely fcourged, tormented on a gibbet, 
rubbed with lime, fcorched on a gridiron, worried by 
wild beafts, and beheaded at laft. 

Pontius a native of the city of Simela, near the Alps, 
being apprehended as a Chriftian, was tortured on the 
rack, worried by wild beafts, half burnt, then beheaded, 
and laftly. thrown into the river; and Protus and 
Hyacinthus likewife fuffered martyrdom for the fake of 
their bleffed Redeemer. 

jo- ' . 



Here it is proper to take notice of the Angular but 

iferable fate of the emperor Valerian, who had fo long 
andfo«erribly perfecuted the Chriftians. 

Atlength this tyrant, by a (iratagem, was taken prifoner 
by Saphores, emperorof Perfiaj who carried him into his 
own country, and there treated him with the moft un- 
exampled indignity, making him kneel down, as the 
"meaneftflave, and treading upon him asafootftool when 
mounted his horfe, faying, in a vaunting manner, 

This pofture is a greater proof which way the victory 

nt, than all the pittures the Roman artifts can draw." 

Having kept him, for the fpace of feven years, iri 
this abjeft ftate of flavery, he at laft caufed his eyes to - 
be put out, though he was then eighty-three years of age. * 

His defire of revenge being not yet fatisfied, he foon 
after ordered his body to be flayed alive, and rubbed 
with fait, under which torments he expired; and thus 
fell one of the moft tyrannical emperors of Rome, and 
one of the greateft perfecutors of the Chriftians. 

Gallienus, the fon of Valerian, fucceeded him A. D. 
260, and, during his reign, the empire filtered many 
commotions, particularly earthquakes, peftilence, inun^ 
dations, inteftine broils, and incurfions of barbarians. 

Gallienus upon this reflecting, that when his father 
favoured the Chriftians he profpered, and that when he. 
perfecuted them he was unfuccefsful, he determined to 
relax the perfecution ; fo that (a few martyrs excepted) 
the church enjoyed peace for fome years. The chief 
of the few martyrs alluded to, is as follows : 

Marnius, a centurion, who being apprehended as a 
Chriftian, had but three hours allowed him to delibe- 
rate, whether he would facrifice to the Pagan deities, 
or become a martyr ? Being wavering during this in- 
terval, a Chriftian prelate placed thegofpel and a fword 
before him, and demanding which he would chufe, Mar- 
nius took the fword without hefitation. 

Again meeting with the governor, he made a noble 
confeffion of his faith, and was fpeedily after beheaded* 
in the year 262. 



A full and particular Account of the Ninth General 
Persecution under the Roman Emperors. 

AD. 274, the emperor Aurelian commenced a 
> perfecution againft the Chriftians; the principal 
fufferers are as follow : . 

Felix, bifhop of Rome. This prelate was advanced 
to the Roman fee in 274. He was the firft martyr to 
Aurelian's petulancy, being beheaded in the fame, year 
on the 2 2d of December. 

Agapetus, a young gentleman, who fold his eftatej 
and gave the money to the poor, was feized as a Chrif- 
tian, tortured, and then brought to Praenefte, a city 
within a days journey of Rome, where he was beheaded. 

Thefe are the only martyrs left upon record during 
this reign, as it was foon put a flop to by the emperor's 
being murdered by his own domeftics, at Byzantium. 

Aurelian was fucceeded by Tacitus, who was followed 
by Probus, as the latter was by Carus : this emperor 
being killed by a thunder ftorm, his fons, Carnius and 
Numerian, fucceeded him ; and during all thefe reigns 
the church enjoyed reft. 

Dioclefian mounting the imperial throne, A. D. 284, 
at firft lhewed great favour to the Chriftians. In the 
year 286, he affociated Maximian with him, in the 
empire; and the following Chriftians were put to death 
before any general perfecution broke out. 

Felician and Primus, two brothers. Thefe Chriftians 
were feized by an order from the imperial court : they 
owned themfelves Chriftians, and were accordingly 
fcourged, tortured, and finally beheaded. 

Marcus and Marcellianus were twins,, natives of 
Rome, and of noble defcenu Their parents were hea- 
thens, but the tutors, to whom the education of the 
children were intruded, brought them up as^Chriftians. 
Being apprehended on account of their faith, they were 
feverely tortured and then condemned to be beheaded. 
A refpite of a month was obtained for them by their 
9 S friends. 
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friends, when their father, mother, and all their rela- 
tions, attempted to bring them back to Paganifm, but 
in vain ; the calls of nature were overcome by piety, 
and religion got the better of worldly feelings. 

At la(t their condancy fubdued their perfuaders, and 
their parents and whole family became converts to 
a faith they had juft before fatirized. 

Tranquillinus, the father of the two young men, was 
fent for by the prxfeft to give him an account of the 
fuccefs of his endeavours. Appearing before the ma- 
gidrate he confeffed, that fo far from having perfuaded 
his fons to forfake the faith they had embraced, he 
was become a Chridian himfelf. 

This laid, he dopped till the magidrate had over- 
come his lurprife, and then refuming his difcourfe, he 
ufed fuch powerful arguments that he made aconvert of 
the praefeft, who foon after fold his.edate, rcligned his 
command, and fpem the remainder of his days in a 
pious retirement. 

The pr<efe£t, who fuccccded the above-mentioned 
convert, had nothing of the difpofuion oPMiis prede- 
ceffor : he was morofe and fevere, and foon feized upon 
the whole of this Chridian race, who were accordingly 
martyred by being tied to pods, and having their feet 
pierced with nails. After remaining in this fituation 
for a day and night, their fufFerings were put an end 
to by thru ding lances through their bodies. 

Zoc, the wife of the gaoler, who had the care of the 
before-mentioned martyrs, heing greatly edified by their 
difcourfes, had a defne to become a Chridian : this, as 
die was dumb with a palfy, die could only exprefs by 

Lamenting her condition, they gave her full indrtic- 
tions in the faith, and told her to pray in her heart to 
God 10 relieve her from her diforder. She complied 
with their requelt, and was at length relieved ; for her 
paralytic diforder by degrees left her, and her fpeech 
returned again. 

This enforced her belief, and confirmed her a Chrif- 
tian i and her hufband, finding her cured, foon became 
a convert to Chridianity. Thefc converfions made a 
great noife, and the converts were foon apprehended. 
Zoe, was commanded to facrifice to Mars, which refu- 
fing, die was hanged upon a tree, and a fire of draw 
lighted under her. When her body was taken down 
it was thrown into a river, with a large done tied to it, 
in order to fink it. 

Tibertius, a native of Rome, was defcended from 
a family of rank and didinQion. Being accufed as 
a Chridian, he was commanded cither to facrifice 
to idols, or to walk upon burning coals. He chofc 
the latter, and paded over them without damage, 
when Fabian paded fente'nee upon him that he fhould 
be beheaded: which . fentence was performed in the 
month of Augud, A. D. 286, and his body was af- 
terwards buried by fomc pious Chridians. 

A mod remarkable affair occurred in A. D. 286, a. 
legion of foldiers, confiding of 6666 men, contained 
none but Chridians. This legion was called the The- 
ban legion, becaufe the men had been raifed in Thc- 
baus: they were quartered in the Eaft till the emperor 
Maximian ordered them to march to Gaul, to aflid 
him againd the rebels of Burgundy. 

They paffed the Alps into Gaul, under the command 
of Mauritius, Candidus, and Exupernis, their worthy 
commanders, and at length joined the emperor. 

About this time, Maximian ordered a general facri- 
fice, at which the whole army were to affid; and like- 
wife he commanded, that they fhould take oaths of al- 
legiance, and fwear, at the fame time, to affid him in 
the extirpation of Chridianity in Gaul. 

Terrified at thefe orders, each individual of the 
Theban legion, abfolutely refufed either to facrifice, or 
take the oaths prefcribed. This fo greatly enraged 
MaVimian, that he ordered the legion to be decimated, 
that is, every tenth man' ■-'<''- 
and put to the f'word. 

' This cruel order having been put 
thore who remained alive were dill inflexible, when 
fecond decimation took place, and every tenth man ( 
thofe living were again put to the fword. 
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t this fecond feverity made no more imprefTio,i 
than the fird had done; the foldiers preferved their for- 
itude and their principles, but by the advice of their 
officers, djew up a remondrance to the emperor, i n 
which they told him, *' that they were his fubjeEts and 
his foldiers, but. could not atthe fame time forget the Al- 
lighty ; that they received their pay from him, and their 
<idence from God. While your commands (raid they) 
re not contradictory to thofe of ourlcommon mailer 
we (hall always be ready to obey, as we have been hi! 
therto ; but when the orders of our prince and thofe of 
the Almighty differ, we muft always obey the latter. 
Our arms are devoted to the emperor'sufe, and (hall be 
directed againd his enemies; but we cannot fubmitto 
dain our hands with effufion of Chridian blood; and 
how, indeed, could you, O emperor ! be fure of our 
allegiance and fidelity, fhould we violate our obligation 
to our God, in whofe fcrvice we were folemnly engaged 
before we entered the army ? You command us to 
:h out and to dedroy the-Chridians : it is not ne- 
cedary to Jook any further for perfons of that denomi- 
nation, we burfelves are fuch, and we glory in the name. 
We faw our companions fall without the lead oppofi- 
or murmuring, and thought them happy in dying 
for the fake of Chrid. Nothing fhall make us lift up 
our hands againd our fovereign ; we had ratter die 
wrongfully, and by that means preferve our innocence, 
than live un4er a load of guilt : whatever you com- 
mand we are ready to fuder; we confefs ourfelves to 
be Chridians,and therefore cannot perfecute Chridians, 
lor facrifice to idols." 

It might be prcfumed, a declaration like this, would 
ave foftened the emperor, but it had the contrary 
_ fife ft : for, enraged at their perfeverance and unanimi- 
ty, he commanded that the whole legion fhould be pu. 
to death, which was accordingly executed by the other 
troops, who cut them to pieces with their fwords. 
This inhuman affair happened on the22dofSep- 
ber, A. D. 286 ; and fuch was the inveterate malice 
of Maximian, that he lent to dedroy every man of a 
detachments, that had been drafted from the The- 
ban legion, and difpatched to Italy. 

An old veteran foldier of another legion, whofe name 
was Viftor, met the executioners of this bloody bufinefs. 
As they appeared rather merry, he inquired into the 
caufe of their jocularity, and being informed of the 
whole affair, he fharply reproved them for their. barba- 
rity. This excited their curiofity to afk him if he was 
of the fame faith as thofe who had fuffered ? On anfwer- 
ing in the affirmative, feveral of the foldiers feli upon 
him, and difpatched him in a very fhort time. 

Alban, from whom St. Alban's, in Hertfordfhirc, 
received it's name, was the fird Britifh martyr. Thi> 
ifland had received the gof'pel of Chrid from Lucius, 
the fird Chridian king, but did not fuder by the rage 
of periecution for many years after. 

This man was originally a Pagan, but being naturally 
of a very humane and tender difpofuion, he flickered 
a Chridian ccclefiadic, named Amphibalus, when fome 
officers were in purfuit of him on account of his reli- 
gion. The pious example, and edifying difcourfes 0 
the refugee, made a great impreffion on the niiiid 0. 
Alban; he longed to become a member of a religion 
which charmed him, and to imitate what he admired. 
The fugitive minifter, happy in the opportunity,, too* 
great pains to indrua him ; and, before his difcovery, 
perfected Alban's converfion, which afforded him 
little fatisfaQion. 

Alban now took a firm refolution to preferve the fen- 
timents of a Chridian, or to die the death of a martyr. 
The enemies of Amphibalus having intelligence ofiM 
place where he was fecreted, came to the houfe of Alban, 
in order to apprehend him. The noble hod defirou; 
of proteaing his gued and convert, changed clothes 
with him/in order to facilitate his cfcape ; and wn« 
the foldiers came, offered himfelf up as the perfon tor 
whom they were recking. Being accordingly carneo 
before the governor, the deceit was immediately^!' 
covered ; and Amphibalus being abrent, that officer 
determined to wreak all his vengeance upon Alba", 
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with this view he fternly commanded the prifoner to 
advance 'to the altar, and to facrifice to the Pagan 
deities ; or threatened, in care of refufal, with the ven- 
geance intended to be exercifed againft the perfon who 
had efcaped by his contrivance. The brave Alban 
however unterrified by thcfc menaces, declared that he 
would not comply with fuch idolatrous injunfilions, but 
freely profeffed himfelf to be a Chriltian. Hereupon 
the governor ordered him to be fcourged, which he 
bore with great fortitude, and feemed to acquire new 
refolution from his fufferings: he then was lentenced 
to be beheaded. 

The venerable .Bede affures us, that, upon this occa- 
fron, the executioner fuddenly became a convert to 
Chriftianity, and entreated permiffion either to die for 
Alban, or with him. Obtaining the latter requeft, they 
were beheaded by a foldier, who voluntarily undertook 
the talk of executioner. This happened on the 22d of 
June, A. D. 287, at Verulam, now St. Albans, in 
Hertfordftiire, where a magnificent church was ere£ted 
to his memory, about the time of Conftantine the Great. 
This edifice being deftroyed In the Saxon wars, was re- 
built by Offa, king of Mercia, and a monaftery creBed 
adjoining to it, fome remains of which are (till vifible, 
and the church is a noble Gothic (tructure. 

Faith was a Chriftian female, of Acquitain, in 
France. Dacian, the Roman governor of Gaul, in the 
time of Maximian, rcfided at Agen, in Acquitain, and 
was very aQive in perfecuting the Chriftians. 

Faith being informed that there was a defign to feize 
her, foreftalled the intention, by furrendering herfelf 
up as a prifoner; and being inflexible in her fdith, was 
ordered to be broiled upon a gridiron, and then be- 
headed ; which fentence was executed A. D. 287. 

Capacius was one who had concealed himfelf from 
the perfecutors of Chriftianity, but being informed. of 
the fortitude of Faith,, he openly avowed his religion, 
and delivered himfelf up to the governor, who had him 
firft tortured, and then beheaded. 

Quintin was a Chriftian, and a native of Rome, but 
determined to attempt the propagation of the gofpel in 
Gaul. He accordingly went to Picardy, attended by 
one Lucian : they preached together at Amiens ; after 
which Lucian went to Beawaris, where he fuffered 
martyrdom for the truth. 

Quintin remained in Picardy, and was very zealous 
in his miniftry. His continual prayers to the Almighty 
were, to increafe his faith, and (Irengthen his faculties 
to propagate the gofpel. Being feized upon as a Chrif- 
tian, he was ftretched with pullies till his joints were 
didocated : his body was then torn with wire fcourges, 
and boiling oil and pitch poured on his naked flefh : 
lighted torches were applied to his fides and arm-pits; 
and after he had been thus tortured, he was remanded 
back to prifon. 

Varus, the governor, "being obliged to repair to Ver- 
mandois, ordered Quintin to be conduaed thither un- 
der a ftrongguard, where he died of the barbarities 
he had fuffered, on the 31ft of Oaober, A. D, 287 ; 
and his body was funk in the Sommc. 



A full and particular Account of the Tenth General 
Persecution under the Roman Emperors, commonly 
called the £&a of the Martyrs. 

■\7ARIOUS reafons have been affigncd for the occa- 
V fion of this perfecution, particularly the great in- 
creafe of the Chriftian*, whofe numbers rendered them 
formidable; many of them having loft their humility, 
and given themfelves up to vanity, by drefling gay, 
living fumptuoufly, building (lately edifices for churches, 
&c. which created envy; and the hatred of Galerius, 
the adopted fon of Dioclefian, who being ftimulated 
by his mother, a bigotted Pagan, never ceafed perfuad- 
jng the emperor to enter upon the perfecution, till he 
Had accomplifhed his determination. 

The fatal day fixed upon to commence the bloody 
work, was the 23d of February, A. D. 303, that being 



the day in which the Terminalia were celebrated, and 
on which, as the Pagans boafted, they hoped to put a 
termination to Chriftianity and faith. 

When the day appointed arrived, the perfecution ber 
gan in Nicomedia, on the. morning of which the prje- 
feft of that city repaired, with a great number of officers 
and affiftants, to the church of the Chriftians, where hav- 
ing forced open the doors, they feized upon all the 
facrcd books, and committed them to the flames. 

The whole of this tranfa&ion was in the prefence of 
Dioclefian and Galerius, who not contented with burn- 
ing the books, had the church levelled with the ground. 
This was followed by a fevere edift commanding the 
destruction of all other Chriftian churches and books ; 
and an order foon fucceeded to render Chriftians of all 
denominations outlaws, and confequently to make them 
incapable of holding any place of truft, profit, or dig- 
nity, or of receiving any prote&ion from the legal in- 
ftitutions of the realm. 

An immediate martyrdom was the confequence of 
the publication of this edict ; for a bold Chriftian not 
only tore it down from the place to which it was affixed, 
but execrated the name of the emperor for his injuftice 
and cruelty. A provocation like this was fufheient to 
call down Pagan vengeance upon his head; he was 
accordingly feized, very feverely tortured, and then 
burnt alive. 

After this, all the Chriftian prelates were apprehend- 
ed and imprifoned; and Galerius privately ordered the 
imperial palace to be fet on fire, that 'the Chriftians 
might be charged as the incendiaries, and a plaulible- 
prctence given for carrying on the perfecution with 
the greatelt feverity and rigour. 

Now a general facrifice was commanded, which oc- 
cafioned various martyrdoms. Among others, a Chrif- 
tian, named Peter, was tortured, broiled, and then 
burnt; feveral deacons and prefbyters were feized upon, 
and executed by various means; and the bifhop of Ni- 
comedia, named Anthimus, was beheaded. 

There was no diftinclion made of age, or fex j the name 
of Chriftian was fo obnoxious to the Pagans, that all 
fell indifcriminately facrifices to their opinions. Many 
houfes were fet on fire, and whole Chriftian families 
perifhed in the flames; and others had ftones fattened 
about their necks, and being tied together were 
driven into the fea. The perfecution became general 
in all the Roman provinces, but more particularly in 
the Eaft; and as it lafted ten years, it is impoffible to 
afcertain the numbers martyred, or to enujmerate the 
various modes of martyrdom : fome were beheaded in 
Arabia ; many devoured by wild beafts in Phoenicia ; 
great numbers were broiled on gridirons in Syria; 
others had their bones broken, and in that manner were 
left to expire in Cappadocia ; and feveral in Mefopota- 
"mia were hung with their heads downwards over flow 
fires, and fufFocated. 

A variety of tortures were ufed in Pontus, in particu/- 
lar, pins were thruft under the nails of the prifoners, 
melted lead was poured upon them ; and various modes 
were adopted in tormenting the Chriftians, the inde- 
cency of which could be only equalled by the favage 
barbarities p*ra£tifed in their execution. 

In Egypt, the Chriftians were martyred by means- of 
the four elements, fome were buried alive in the earth, 
others were drowned in the waters of the Nile, many 
were hung up in the air till they perilhed, and great 
numbers received their death by being thrown into 
large fires, &c. &c. 

Scourges, racks, daggers, fwords, poifon, crofles, 
and famine, were made ufe of in various parts to dif- 
patch the Chriftians; and invention was exhaufted to 
devife tortures againft fuch as had no crime, but think- 
ing differently from the votaries of fuperftition. 

A city of Phrygia, confiding entirely of Chriftians, 
was furrounded by a number of Pagan foldiers to pre- 
vent any from efcaping; who fetting it on fire, all the 
inhabitants perifhed in the flames. But though the 
fufferings of the Chriftians were many, their fouls were 
ferene: a perfect refignation to the chaftifements of hea- 
ven being one of the greateft Chriftian duties. 
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At laft tired with daughter, feveral governors of. 
•provinces reprefented to the imperial court, that " it 
was unfit- to pollute the cities with the blood of the 
inhabitants, ,or to defame the government of the em- 
perors with the death of fo many fubjefts.'* Hence many 
were refpited from execution, but though they did not 
put them to death, as much as poffible was done to 
render their lives miferable. 

Many of the Chriftians had their ears cut off as marks 
of infamy, their nofes flit, their right eyes put out, . 
their limbs rendered ufelefs by dreadful diflocations, 
and their flefli feared in conspicuous places with red 
hot irons. 

Now it is neceffary to particularize the moftrconfpi- 
cuous perfons, who laid down their lives in martyrdom 
during this bloody perfecution- 

Sebaftian, a celebrated martyr, was born at Narbonne 
in Gaul, inftru&ed in the principles of Chriftianity at 
Milan, and afterwards became an officer of the empe- 
ror's guard at Rome. He remained a true Chriftian in 
the midft of idolatry; unallured by the fplendors of a 
court, untainted by evil examples, and uncontaminated 
by the hopes of preferment. Efteemed by the mod 
eminent, beloved by his equals, and admired by his 
inferiors, he lived happily, and kept his faith and place, 
till the rigour of the persecution deprived him of the 
latter with his life, though not of the former. 

This hero was informed againft, and betrayed to Fa- 
bian the Roman praetor, by Torquatus a pretended 
Chriftian ; but being of a rank too confiderable to be 
put to death without the emperor's exprefs orders, Dio- 
clefian was-acquainted with the whole bufinefs. 

The emperor, on hearing the accufation, fent for 
Sebaftian, and charged him with ingratitude in betray- 
ing the confidence repofed in him, and being an enemy 
to the gods of the empire and to himfelf. 

To this Sebaftian replied, that his religion was of a 
.good, not a pernicious tendency, and ihat it did not 
ftimulate him to any thing againft the welfare of the 
•empire in ;general, or the emperor in particular, and 
that the greateft proof he could give of his fidelity, was 
the praying to the only true God for the health and ; 
;profperity of his imperial perfon Incenfed at this 
ireply, the emperor ordered him to be taken to a field 
near the city, termed the Campus Martius, and there 
to be (hot to death with arrows; which fentence was 
^accordingly executed. 

■A few. pious Chriftians coming to the place of execu- 
tion, in order to give his body burial, perceived figns 
of life in him, and immediately moving him to a place 
of fecurity, they in a fliort time effected his recovery, 
•and prepared him for a fecond martyrdom; for as foon 
as he was able to go out, he placed himfelf intentionally 
in the emperor's way as he was going to the temple. 
The unexpefted appearance of a perfon fuppofed to be 
effectually dead, greatly aftonifhed the emperor, nor did 
the words of the martyr lefs furprife him;, for he began 
with great feverity to reprehend him for his various 
cruelties, and for his unreafonable prejudices againft 
Chriftianity. , 

When Dioclefian had overcome his furprife, he or- 
dered Sebaftian to be feized, .carried to % place near 
the palace, and beat to death; and that the Chriftians 
Ihould not either ufe means again to recover, or bury 
his body, he ordered that it fliould be thrown into the 
common fewer. Neverthelefs, a Chriftian lady, named 
Lucina, found means to remove it from the fewer, and 
bury it in the catacombs, or repofitories of the dead. 

At this time the Chriftians, upon mature confidera- 
tion, thought it unlawful to bear arms under an hea- 
then emperor. . Their reafons were many and fubftan- 
tial ; the principal were as follow : 

1. That they thereby were frequently under the ne- 
ceffity of profaning the Chriftian fabbath. 

2. That they were obliged, with the reft of the army, 
frequently to be prefent at idolatrous facrifices, before 
the temples of idols. 

3. That they were compelled to follow the imperial 
ftandards, which were dedicated to heathen deities, and 
bore their reprefentations. 



Such reafons induced many to refufe to enter into 
the imperial army, when called upon fo to do; for the 
Roman conftitution obliged all young men,, of fuch a 
certain ftature, to make feveral campaigns. 

Maximilian, the fon of Fabius Victor, being pointed 
out as a proper perfon to bear arms, was ordered by ' 
Dion, the pro-conful, to be meafured, in order to be 
enlifted in the fervice. Maximilian, however, boldly 
declared himfelf a Chriftian, and confequently abfo- 
lutely refufed to be enlifted. 

Being found of the ftandard heighth, Dion gave dU 
reftions that he mould be marked as a foldier, accord* 
ing to the ufual cuftom. He, however, ftrenuoufly op. 
pofed this, and told Dion that he could not poffibly 
engage in the fervice. 

The pro-conful, incenfed at his conduct, plainly told 
him, that he fhould either ferve as a foldier, or die for 
difobedience. " Do as you pleafe with me (replied 
Maximilian); behead me if you think proper; 1 am 
already a foldier of Chrift, and cannot ferve any other 

Dion, perceiving the inflexibility of the young man, 
commanded his father to ufe his'authority> over him, in 
order to perfuade him to comply ; but Victor coolly 
replied, " My fori knows bell what he has to do." 

Dion again demanded of Maximilian, with forne 
acrimony, if he was yet difppfed to receive the mark? 
To which the young man replied, he had already re» 
ceived the mark of Chrift. " Have you ! .'(exclaimed 
the pro-conful in a rage) then 1 (hall quickly fend you 
to Chrift." " As foon as you pleafe (anfwered Maxi» 
miliaii) that is all I wifh or defire." 

The pro-conful then feeming to foften, reprefented 
to him that it was a great pity he fliould be loft in the 
prime of his years. Maximilian replied, that he might 
die, but fliould not be loft; for though he left the 
world, his immortal foul would refide eternally with 
the Almighty. On which th.e pro-conful pronounced 
this fentence upon him, " That for difobedience in re- 
fusing to bear arms, and, for profefling the Chriftian 
faith, he fliould lofe his head." This fentence he heard 
with great intrepidity, and exclaimed, with apparent 
rapture, " God be praifed !" 

When at the place of execution, he exhorted, thofe 
that were Chriftians to remain foj.and fuch as were 
not, to embrace a faith which led to eternal falvation. 

Addrefling his father then, with a cheerful counte- 
nance, he defired that the military habit intended for 
his wearing, might be given to the executioner; and, 
after taking leave of him, faid, he hoped they mould 
meet again in the' other world, and he happy to all 
eternity. ' He then received, at once, the fatal ftroke, 
and the crown of martyrdom. 

The worthy father beheld the execution with amaz- 
ing fortitude, and faw the head of his heroic fon fevered 
from his body, without any vifible emotions, but fuch 
as feemed to proceed from a confeious pleafure, in be- 
ing the parent of one whofe piety and courage render- 
ed him fo fliining an example for Chriftians to imitate 
in future ages. 

Vitus, a Sicilian of a confiderable family, was 
brought up a Chriftian ; when his virtues increased with 
his years, his conftancy fupported him under all afflic- 
tions, and bis faith was fuperior to the moft dangerous 
perils and misfortunes. 

Hylas, his father, who was a Pagan, finding that he 
had been inftruaed in the principles of Chriftianity by 
the nurfe who brought hirp up, did all his endeavours to 
bring him back to Paganifm ; but finding his efforts in 
vain, he forgot all the feelings of a parent, and in- 
formed againft his fon to Valerian, governor of Sicily, 
who was very active in perfecuting the Chriftians at 
this period. , 
The young man, at the time of his being apprehended 
upon the information of his father, was little more than 
twelve years of age ; Valerian therefore, on account 
of his tender age, thought to. frighten him our of his 
faith. He was accordingly threatened with great anger, 
and ordered to be feverely fcourged. 

■i Having 
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Having received this punifhment, the governor fent. 
him back, to his father, thinking that «hat he had fuf- 
fered would certainly make him change his principles: 
but in this he was rniftake'nj and Hylas, finding his 
, fon inflexible, fuffered nature to fink under fuperftition, 
and determined to facrifice his fon to the idols. 

On being apprized of his defign, Vitus efcaped -to 
Lucania, where being feized, he was by order of Vale- 
rian put to death, June 14, A. D. 303 ; but we are not 
informed in what manner. 

His nurfe, Crefcentia, who brought him up as a Chrif- 
tian, and Modeflus, a perfon who efcaped with him, were 
martyred at the fame time, but the manner unknown. 

There was one Viaor, a Chriftian of a good family 
.at Marfeilles, in France, who fpent a great part of the 
night in vifiting the affli&ed, and confirming the weak; 
which pious work he could not, confiftent with his own 
fafety, perform in the day-time; and his fortune' he 
fpent in relieving the diftreffesof poor Chrillians, think- 
ing that riches were ufelefs unlefs fubfervient to works 
of charity, and if otherwife employed, a bane to all pof- 
feffors. 

At length, however, he was feized by the emperor's 
orders, and being carried before two pnefecls, they ad- 
vifed him to embrace Pagahifm, and not forfeit the fa- 
vour of his prince, on account of a dead man, as he 
fh/led Chrift. In anfwer to which he replied, "That 
he preferred the fervices of that dead man, who was in 
reality the Son of God, and was rifen from the grave, 
to all theadvantages he could receive from the'emperor's 
favour: that he was a foldier of Chrift, and would 
therefore take care that the port heheld under an earthly 
prince, fliould never interfere with his duty to the King 
of heaven; and that as for the gods, whofe worfhip 
they recommended to him, he could not think them any 
better than evil fpirits." 

Victor was loaded with reproaches for this reply, but 
being a man of rank, he was fent to the emperor to 
receive his final fentence. When brought before him, 
the emperor, under the feverell penalties, commanded 
him to facrifice to the Roman idols. On his abfolute 
refufal to comply, Maximian ordered him to be 'bound, 
and dragged through the ftreets. During the execu- 
tion of this order, he was'treated by the enraged popu- 
lace with all manner of cruelties and indignities. 

Still remaining inflexible, his courage was deemed 
obftinacy, and Chriftian confidence called ill-grounded 
and irrational : to which he replied, " That the ready 
difpofition of the difciples of Chrift to undergo any 
fufferings on that fcore, and the joy with which they 
met the mod ignominious and painful deaths, were a 
fufficient proof of their affurance of the objeft of that 
hope." And added, "That he was ready to give an 
example of what he had faid in his own perfon." 

When by the . emperor's order ftretched upon the rack, 
he turned his eyes towards heaven, and prayed to God 
to endue him with patience ; after which he underwent 
the tortures with molt admirable fortitude. After the 
executioners were tired with infliEting torments on him, 
he was taken from the rack, and conveyed to a dungeon. 

However, his' confinement became a fortunate cir- 
cumftance, for he converted the gaolers, named Alex- 
ander, Felician.and Longinus. T$isaffair coming to the 
ears of the emperor, he ordered them immediately to be 
putto death, and the gaolers were beheaded accordingly. 

Now Victor was again put to the rack, and unmerci- 
fully beaten with battoons, and then again fent to his 
dungeon. Being a third time examined concerning his 
religion, he perfevered in his principles; a fmall altar 
•was then brought, and he was commanded to offer in- 
cenfe upon it immediately. Fired with indignation at 
the requeft, he boldly ftepped forward, and with his foot 
overthrew both altar and idol. 

The emperor Maximian, who w.as prefent, was fo en- 
raged at this, that he ordered the foot with which he had 
lucked the altar, to be immediately cut off; and Viaor 
was afterwards fentenced to be thrown into a -mill, and 
crufhed to pieces with the ftones thereof. 

In fome meafure, this, cruel fentence was put into 
execution; Vi£tor was thrown into the mill, but part 
71- 



of the apparatus breaking, he was drawn from it terri- 
bly bruiled ; and the emperor not haying patience to 
ftay till it was. mended, ordered his. head to be ftruck 
off, which, A. D. 303, was executed accordingly. 

While Maximus, governor of Cilicia, was at Tarfus, 
three Chriftians were brought before him by Demetrius, 
a military officer. Tarachus being the eldeft, and firft 
in rank, was accordingly the firft addreffed by Maxi- 
mus, who afked him what he was ? The prifoner re- 
plied, " A Chriftian." This reply offending the go-; 
vernor, he again made the fame demand, and was an- 
fwered in a fimilar manner. Hereupon the governor 
told him, that he ought to facrifice to the gods, as that 
was the only way to promotion, riches, and honours ; and, 
that the emperors themfelves did what he recommended 
to him now to perform: but to this Tarachus replied, 
that avarice was a fin, and gold itfelf an idol as abo- 
minable as any other; for it promoted frauds, treache- 
ries, robberies, and murders ; it induced men to deceive 
each other, by which in time they deceived themfelves, 
and bribed the weak to their own eternal deftruQtion. 
As for promotion, he defired it not, as he could, not in> 
confeience accept of any place, office, or poft, which 
would fubjeQ him to pay adoration to idols; and with 
regard to honours, he defired not greater than the ho- 
nourable title of Chriftian. As to the emperors them- 
felves being Pagans, he added with the fame undaunt- 
ed and determined fpirit, that they were fuperftitioufly 
deceived in adoring fenfelefs idols, and evidently mif- 
led by the machinations of the Devil himfelf. 

For the boldnefs of this fpeech, hisjaws were ordered 
to be broken, that the parts which uttered the words 
fhould fuffer. for their fuppofed impropriety. He, was 
then ftripped, fcourged, loaded with chains, and thrown 
into a difmal dungeon, to remain there till the trials 
of the other two prifoners. 

Then Probus was brought before Maximus, who, as 
ufual, afked him his name ? 

Undauntedly the prifoner replied, the molt valuable 
name lie could boaft of was that of a Chriftian; but 
that the ufual appellation by which he was diftinguifhed 
was Probus ; that his father was a Thracian, and that 
himfelf was born at Sida, in Pamphylia. 

To this Maximus replied in the following words : 
" Your name of Chriftian will be of little fervice. to you, 
be therefore guided by me; facrifice to the gods, en^ 
gage my friendfhip, and the favour of the emperor. 

But Probus nobly anfwered, " That as he had re- 
linquifhed a confiderable fortune to become a foldier 
of Chrift, it might appear evident, that he neither cared 
for his friendfhip, or the favour of the emperor." 

By the governor's order Probus was then fcourged ; 
and Demetrius, the officer, obferving to him how his 
blood flowed, advifed him to comply; but his only an- 
fwer was, that thole feverities were agreeable to him. 
What ! cries Maximus, does he ftill perfift in his mad- 
ded ? To which Probus rejoined, " That character is 
badly beftowed on one who refufes to worfhip idols, or 
what is worfe, devils." 

After being fcourged on the back, he wasthen fcourg- 
ed on the belly, which he fuffered with as much intrepi- 
dity as before, ftill repeating, " The more my body 
fuffers, and lofes blood, the more my foul will grow vi- 
gorous, and be a gainer." He was then committed to 
gaol,.loaded with irons, and his hands and feet ftretched 
upon the flocks. 

Andronicus was next brought up for examination, 
when being afked the ufual queftions, he faid, ". I am 
a Chriftian, a native of Ephefus, and defcended from 
one of the firft families in that city." After a great 
deal of altercation, in which the governor was unfuc- 
cefsful in endeavouring to difluade him from his fate, he 
was ordered to undergo punifhments fimilar to thofe.of 
Tarachus and Probus, and then to be remanded toprifon. 

Having been confined fome days, the three prifoners 
were brought before Maximus again, who began firft to 
reafon with Tarachus, faying, that as. old age was ho- 
noured from the fuppofition of it's being accompanied 
by wifdom, he was in hopes that what had already paft 
mult, upon deliberation, have caufed a. change in his 
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fentiments. Finding himfelf, however, miftaken, he 
ordered him to be tortured by various means j particu- 
larly, fire was placed in the palms of his hands ; he was 
hung up by his feet, and fmoked with wet ftraw; a 
mixture of fait and vinegar was poured into his noftrils • 
and he was then again remanded to his dungeon. 

Then Probus being called for, and afked if he would 
facrifice, replied, " I come better prepared than before; 
for what I have already fuffered, has only confirmed 
and ftrengthened me in my refolution. Employ your 
whole power upon me, and you will find, that neither 
you, nor your mailers, the emperors, nor the gods whom 
you ferve, nor the Devil who is your father, fhall 
oblige me to adore gods whom I know not." 

Now the governor attempted to reafon with him on 
religious fubjefts; for having a flender education, he 
was proud of (hewing his talents j for thofe who know 
little are fond of talking much, and by miftaking cadi- 
iftry for reafon, would fain deceive others as they do 
themfelves. He launched forth into the mod extrava- 
gant praifes of the Pagan deities, and as he enumerated 
them, defcribed their refpeftive powers, and feparate • 
virtues; and inferred, from what himfelf had faid, that 
fuch deities, poffeffed of fuch admirable qualities, ought 
to be wqrfhipped. However, continues he, as your 
chief objection is againft a plurality of deities, I will,not 
prefs you to facrifice to all of them; facrifice only to 
Jupiter, the chief, the moll powerful, and moll invinci- 
ble of our gods. 

But Probus, eafily confuted his arguments, turned 
his cafuiftry into ridicule, and in particular laid, " Shall 
I pay divine honours to Jupiter, to one who married 
his own filler to an infamous debauchee, as is even ac- 
knowledged by your own priefts and poets." 

Provoked at this fpeech, the governor ordered him to 
be ftruck upon the mouth, for uttering what he called 
blafphemy : his body was then feared with hot irons; he 
was put to the rack, and afterwards fcourged; his head 
was then fhaved, and hot coals placed upon the crown; 
and after all thefe tortures, he was again Cent to prifon. 

When Andronicus was again brought before Maxi- 
Bius. the latter attempted to deceive him, by pretend- 
ing that Tarachus and Probus had repented of their 
obftinacy, and owned the gods of the empire. To this 
theprifoner anfwered; " Lay not, O governor, fuch a 
•weaknefs to the charge of thofe, who have appeared here 
before me in this caufe, nor imagine it to be in your 
power to lhake my fixed refolution with artful fpeeches. 
I cannot believe that they have difobeyed the laws of 
their fathers, renounced their hopes in our God, and 
obeyed your extravagant orders : nor will I ever fait 
lhort of them in faith and dependance upon our com- 
mon Saviour: thus armed, I neither know your gods, 
nor fear your authority; fulfil your threats, execute 
your mod fanguinary inventions, and employ every 
cruel art in your power on me ; I am prepared to bear 
it for the fake of Chri ft." 

On account of this anfwer he was cruelly fcourged, 
and his wounds were afterwards rubbed with fait. Being 
perfectly well again in a fhort time, the governor re- 
proached the gaoler for having fuffered fome phyfician 
to attend him. The gaoler in his own defence, de- 
clared, that no perfon whatever had been near him, or 
the other prifoners, and that he would willingly forfeit 
his head if any allegation of the kind could be proved , 
againft him. Andronicus corroborated the tellimony of 
the gaoler, and added, that the God whom he ferved 
was the moft powerful of phyficians, and the plant of 
grace the moft falutary of vegetables. 

Afterwards, thefe three worthy Chriftians were 
brought to a third examination, when they retained 
their conftancy, were again tortured, and at length or- 
dered for final execution. 

When brought to the amphitheatre, feveral beads 
•were let loofe upon them ; but none of the animals, 
though hungry, "would touch trfem. This fo greatly , 
irritated Max'imus, that he feverely reprehended the 
keeper,- and ordered him to produce a beaft that would; 
execute the bufinefs for which he was wanted. The 
keeper then brought out a large bear, that had that 



very day deftroyed three men ; but this voracious. crea 
ture, and a fierce lionefs, both refufed to touch the 
prifoners. '"* 
Perceiving the defign of deflroying them by the means 
of wild beafts ineffectual, Maximus ordered them to be 
flain by a fword, which was accordingly.executed on the 
11th of Oaober, A. D. 303. They all declared, p rc . 
vious to their martyrdom, that as death was the common 
lot of all men, they wifhed to meet that for the fake of 
Chrift, which they muft of courfe fall a victim to on 
account of nature; and to refign that life "to faith 
which muft otherwife be the prey of difeafe. Thefe 
fentiments are noble, Chriftian-like, and philofophicat • 
for as death is certain, the time and mode is not of that 
importance commonly fuppofed. 

Rpmanus, a native of Paleftine, was deacon of the 
church of Caefarea, at the time of the commencement 
of Dioclefian's perfecution. Being at Antioch when 
the imperial order arrived for facrificing to idols, he 
was greatly affliaed to fee many Chriftians, through fear, 
fubmitto the idolatrous mandate, and deny their faith 
to preferve their cxiftence. 

While cenfuring fome of the recreant Chriftians for 
their conduct, he was informed againft to the emperor, 
and foon after apprehended. Being brought to the 
tribunal, he boldly confeffed himfelf a Chriltian, and 
faid he was ready and willing to differ any thing which 
he was pleafed to inflift upon him for his confeffion. 

When condemned for his faith, he was fcourged, put 
to the rack, his body torn with hooks, his flefti cut 
with knives, his face fcarified, his teeth beat from their 
fockcts, and his hair plucked up by the roots. Thus 
cruelly mangled, he turned to the governor, and very 
calmly thanked him for what he had done, and for hav- 
ing opened him fo many mouths to preach the doftrines 
of Chriftianity ; for, fays he, every wound is a mouth, 
to fingthe praifes of Jehovah. 

The following circumftance, which happened upon 
thisoccafion, is related by Prudeniius, and otherwriters. 

Romanus offered to (land to the decifion of a young 
child, whofe age muft be free from malice, or any other 
vices; and to put tire truth of the Chriftian upon that 
teft. Afclepiades (they add) accepted of the propofal, 
and agreed to put the merits of the caufe to that iffue; 
accordingly, a child of about feven years of age was 
called out of the crowd, and being afked whether he 
thought it to be true, that men ought to worfhip but 
one God in Chrift, or to worfhip many gods? He an- 
fwered, that certainly, whatfoever men affirm to be 
God, muft be but one, and as this one is Chrift, he 
muft of neceffity be God; for that there are many gods, 
continued the boy, we children cannot believe. The 
governor amazed at this, was highly enraged with the 
child, and calling him little villain, and young traitor, 
allied him who taught him that leffon? To which the 
child replied, " My mother, with whofe milk I fucked 
in this leffon, that 1 muft believe in Chrift." This To 
incenfed the governor, that he ordered the infant to 
be horfed and moft feverely whipt ; infomuch that the 
beholders could not refrain from tears, the mother of 
the .child only excepted, who chid him for afking for a 
draught of water to be given to him, charging him to 
third for that cup which the infants of Bethlehem had 
drank of, and bidding him remember Ifaac, who wil- 
lingly offered his heck for the facrifice to his father's 
fword. Whilft the woman was giving her fori' this leffon, 
the mercilefs executioner plucked the fkin and hair 
from the crown of his head; his mother at the fame 
time faying to him, " Though you differ here, my 
child, you fhall fhortly be with him, who fhall adorn 
thy naked head with a crown of eternal glory." Upon 
which the child fmiled upon her and his executioners, 
and bore their ftripes with man-like- fortitude. 

Romanus foon after was ordered to be drangled, and 
the child to be beheaded; which fentences were exe- 
cuted on the 17th of November, A. D'. 303. 

Marcellinus was an ecclefiaftic at Rome: being ap- 
prehended on account of his religion, he was ordered 
to be privately executed in the foreft, and was accord- 
ingly beheaded there. • 

' • Peter, 
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Peter, a. Chriftian, apprehended fof the fame caafe, 
was executed at the Tame time arid place. 

Alfo about this period Smaragdus, Largus, and 
Cyriacus, a deacon of the Chrittian church, were mar- 
tyred ; but the mode of their deaths is not fpecified by 
our authors. 

Sufanna, the niece of Caius, bifhop of Rome, was 
prefled by the emperor Dioclefian to marry a noble 
Pagan, who was nearly related to him : but this noble 
lady refufed the honour intended her, on account of 
her religion, which was. that of a Chriftian, which fo 
greatly enraged the emperor, that {he was immediately 
afterwards beheaded by his order. 

Dor'otheus, the high chamberlain of the houfehold to 
Dioclefian, was aChriftian, and took great pains to make 
converts. In his religious labour's, he was joined by 
Gorgonius, another Chriftian, and one belonging to the 
palace. They were bo.th high in the emperor's favour, 
but they foon had an opportunity of evincing, that 
worldly honours and temporary pleafures, were nothing 
when fet in competition with the joys of immortality, 
for being informed againlt, they were full tortured and 
then ftrangled. 

One Peter, an eunuch belonging to the emperor, was 
a Chriftian of lingular modefty and humility. His hu- 
mility caufed him to undertake any menial office to ferve 
the affli&ed ; and his benevolence occafioned him, to 
give whatever he poffeffed, to thofe who needed affiftance ; 
convinced that riches did not conftitute happinefs, and 
that want could give inllruftions which wealth could 
never beftow. 

Having been informed againft as a Chriftian, and con- 
feffing the charge, he was fcourged till his flefti was torn 
in a moft terrible manner; and then fait and vinegar 
were thrown upon the wounds to render them more 
grievous. Having endured thefe tortures with the ut- 
molt tranquillity, he was laid on a gridiron, and broiled 
over a flow fire till he expired in the greateft agony. 

Cyprian, known by the title of the magician, to dif- 
tinguifh him from Cyprian, bifhop of Carthage, was a 
native of Antioch. He received a liberal education in 
his youth, and particularly applied himfelf to altrology; 
after which he travelled for improvement through 
India, "Egypt, Greece, &c. 

When he had finifhed his ftudies he fettled near Baby- 
lon, and being (killed in the Chaldean myfteries, he 
employed his talents in endeavouring to draw women 
from chaftity and conjugal faith, and in perfecuting the 
Chriftians, and ridiculing Chriftianity. 

He became, in the courfe of time, acquainted with 
Juftina, a young lady of Antioch, whofe birth, beauty, 
and accomplifhments, rendered her the admiration of 
all who knew her. 

Juftina had been educated in idolatry, but being 
happily converted to Chriftianity, fhe induced her fa- 
ther and mother to embrace the famefaith. Hermodefty 
was remarkable, and her prudence in avoiding the car- 
nal converfation of men was extremely commendable. 
A Pagan gentleman falling in love with her, and not. 
being able to obtain a favourable return to his ad- 
drefles, applied for affiftance to Cyprian. 

Cyprian undertook the defign, but with a treacherous 
intent; for under the pretence of a&ing for his friend, 
he determined, ifpoflible, to poffefs the lady himfelf. 
To effea this, he employed all his fkill, and effayed a 
variety of infernal contrivances; but his endeavours 
proving ineffeaual, he was fully convinced that a fupe- 
rior power protected her from his evil intentions. 

His ferious refleftions, on this account, awakened him 
to fearch into the truths of Chriftianity, and his refearch 
became fo beneficial, that he renounced the errors of 
Paganifm, and embraced a faith, of the excellency of 
vhich he could not fail to be attired. 

Cyprian's repentance was truly fincere ; he deter- 
mined to reform his conduct, and to make every amends 
in his power for the crimes he had committed. Eufe- 
bl us, a Chriftian, confirmed him in this, refolution, 
and prevented him from falling into defpair for his paft 
tollies and wicked intentions. 

Now Cyprian burnt his books of aftrology and magic, 



received baptifm, and became animated with a powerful 
fpirit of grace. The conversion of Cyprian had a 
great effect on the Pagan gentleman who paid his ad- 
dreffes'to Juftina, and he in a fhort time embraced 
Chriftianity in like manner. 

During the perfecution of Dioclefian, Cyprian and 
Juftina were feized upon as Chriftians, when the former * 
was torn with pincers, and the latter chaftifedj and after 
fuffering other torments, both were decapitated. 

Sergius was an officer in the Roman army, and at- 
tended the emperor Maximian into Syria. Being ac- 
cufed as a Chriftian, he was ordered to facrifice t6 
Jupiter. Refufing to perform any fuch idolatrous com- 
mand, he was ftripped of his military habit, and, by way 
of derifion, drefled in woman's clothes. He then was 
forced to walk a confiderable way wiih nails in his fan- 
dais, and had a conclufion put to his fufferings by being 
at laft beheaded. 

Bacchus, an officer of the fame rank as Sergius, 
being apprehended at the fame time, underwent fimi- 
lar fufferings, and was beheaded A. D. 303, on the 
fame day. 

A Spani Hi lady of a Chriftian family, named Eulalia, who 
was remarkable in her youth for a fweetnefs of temper 
and folidity of underftanding, feldom found in the ca- 
pricioufnefs of juvenile years, was apprehended as a 
Chriftian. The magiftrate attempted, by the mildeft 
means, to bring her over to Paganifm, but flie anfwered 
him in fo ironical a manner, and ridiculed the Pagan 
deities with fuch afperity, that the judge, incenfed at 
her behaviour, ordered her to be tortured. 

Accordingly her fides were torn by hooks, and her 
breads burnt in the moft fhocking manner, till the fire 
catching her head and face, fhe expired, in December 
A. D. 303, by the violence of the flame. 

The emperor Dioclefian falling ill, in the year 304, 
the perfecution was carried on by Galerius, and the 
governors of the feveral provinces, when many fell 
viftims to the infatuated zeal, or infernal malice of 
the perfecutors ; among whom, the following perfons 
are enumerated. 

Vincent, a Spanifh Chriftian, was brought up by Va- 
lerius, bifhop of Saragoffa, who, on account of his 
great merits, ordained him a deacon. When the 
perfecution reached Spain, Dacian, the governor of 
Terragona, ordered Valerius the bifliop, and Vincent 
the deacon, to be feized, loaded with irons, and im- 
pri Toned. 

Some fhort time after Dacian examined them with 
great afperity, and threatened them with death, unlefs 
they renounced their principles. Vincent undertaking 
10 fpeak for both, as Valerius had an impediment in his 
fpeech, delivered himfelf with great freedom, and 
avowed their full determination to perfift in the faith. 

Hereupon, Dacian, in a rage at his freedom of fpeech, 
declared, that unlefs he immediately burnt incenfe to 
the gods he defpifed, he fhould fall a facrifice to the 
contempt he exprcfled. 

But the prifoners being firm in their refolutions, Va- 
lerius was banifhed, and the whole of Dacian 's rage 
direEted againft V incent, who was racked, had his limbs 
diflocated, his flefli torn with hooks, and was laid on a 
gridiron, which had not only afire placed under it, but 
fpikes at the top, which run into his flelh. In this fitua- 
tion, while one fide was broiling over the fire, the other 
was tormented with red hot irons, or falamanders; and 
then fait was thrown over the wounds. 

All thefe torments neither deftroying him, nor chang* 
ing his refolutions, he was remanded to prifon, and 
confined in a fmall loathfome dark dungeon, which, to 
make it the more difagreeable, was ftrewed with (harp 
flints, and pieces of broken glafs. Orders were given 
not to fuffer him to have any provifions whatever, and 
that the news of his death fhould be carried to Dacian 
as foon as known. 

By the time the keepers thought him famiflied, they 
entered the dungeon, when, inftead of feeing only a 
corpfe as they expe&ed, they beheld, to their great 
aftonifhment, Vincent at prayers, his wounds healed, 
and his body in tolerable health. . 

Now 
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Now this fpeedy recovery and prefervation hadfuch 
an effecl upon' the keepers, that it became the happy 
meansof their' eonverfion. 

Ho*vever Dacian, abandoned to the hardnefs of^iis 
heart, and impenetrable to conviction, inftead of being 
foftened by thefe uncommon . circumftances, was en- 
raged at the triumph of Vincent over his cruelties; 
and gave order for new tortures to be prepared for 
him of fo fevere a nature, as to make him fink under 
their load and oppreflion. 

But fortunately, his malice was again difappointed, 
for before the inftruments could, be prepared, God 
took him to himfelf, and he died with all the fercnity 
of a good confcience, and as much calmncfs as if he 
had only funk into a gentle repofe. 

The extreme hatred conceived by Dacian againft 
Vincent did not conclude with his death, for he ordered 
that his body mould be expofed in the open fields to 
the birds of prey; but they not offering to touch it, 
he commanded that it mould be thrown into the river, 
which was done accordingly, A. D. 304, his death hap- 
pening on the 22d of January, in that year. 

It was in this year 'the perfecution of Dioclefian be- 
gan particularly to rage, when many Chriftians were . 
put to cruel tortures, and the mod; painful and igno- 
minious deaths; the mod eminent and particular of 
whom we fhall here give an account of. 

Saturninus, a prieft of Albitina, a town of Africa, 
ufed to officiate, in his clerical capacity, preach, and 
adminifter the facrament to a fociety of Chriftians, who 
privately affembled at the houfe of Oftavius Felix : for 
the feverity of the times was Rich, that they could not 
publicly perform their religious duties. 

Having been informed againft, Saturninus, with four 
of his children, and feveral other perfons, were appre- 
hended; and that their punifhment might be the more 
exemplary and public, they were fent to Carthage, the 
capital of all Africa, where they were examined before 
Anulinus, the pro-conful of that quarter of the globe. 

Saturninus, on the examination, gave fuch. fpirited 
anfwers.'and vindicated the Chriftian religion with fuch. 
force of eloquence, as fhewed that he was worthy to 
prefide over an aflembly that profeffed a faith of purity 
and truth. Anulinus,. enraged at his fuperior argu- 
ments, .which he could not confute, ordered him to be 
flopped from faying any more by being put to a variety 
of tortures, fuch as fcourging, tearing his flcfh with 
hooks, burning with hot irons, &c. Having been thus 
inhumanely tortured, he was remanded to prifon, and 
there ftarved to death. 

His four children notwithftanding they werevarioufly 
tormented, remained fteady in their faith, on which 
they were fent back to the dungeon in which their fa- 
ther was confined, and were alfo ftarved to death in 
the fame manner. 

There were eight other Chriftians tortured on the 
fame day as Saturninus, and much in the fame manner. 
Two expired on the fpot through the feverity of their 
fufferings, and the other fix being fent back to prifon, 
were fuffocated by means of the clofenefs of the prifon. 

Thelico, a pious Chriftian; Dativus, a noble Roman 
fenator; Victoria, a young lady of confiderable family 
and fortune, with fome others of lefs confideration, had 
been all auditors of Saturninus, were feized at the time 
he was, tortured in a fimilar manner, and perifhed by 
the fame means; fealing-their teftimony with their 
lives, and receiving the glorious crown of martyrdom 
as a reward for their fufferings in this tranfitory life. 

Three fifters, Chionia, Agape, and Irene, were feiz- 
ed upon at Theflalonica, when Dioclefian's perfecution 
reached Greece". They ha'd been educated in the 
Chriftian faith, but had taken great precautions not to 
be feized on that account, being, from the foftnefs of 
their natures, unwilling to meet the rage of the times. 

They now retired to a folitary place, and fpent their 
hours in performing religious duties. Being, however, 
difcovered and feized, they renounced their former ti- 
midity, blamed themfelves for being fo fearful, and beg- 
ged of God to ftrengthen them againft the great trial 
they had to undergo. . 



When Agape was examined, before Duleatius, th c 
governor, was afked whether fhe was clifpofed to com- 
ply with the laws of the land, and obey the mandates of 
the emperor ' She' anfwered, "That being a Chriftian, 
fhe could not comply with any laws which recommend- 
ed the worfhip of idols and devils; that her refolution 
was fixed, and nothing fhould deter her from conti- 
nuing in it to the laft moment of her life." 

Her filter Chionia being next examined, replied in 
the fame manner as Agape had done, when the gover- 
nor not being able to draw them from their faith, pro- 
nounced fentence of condemnation on them ; purfuant 
to which they were burnt, and March 25, A. D. 304, re- 
ceived a crown of martyrdom in the flames. 

After this Irene was brought before the governor, 
who fancied that the death of her fifters would have an 
cffe£t upon her fears, and that the dread of fimilar fuf. 
ferings would'engage her to comply with , his propofals. 
He therefore exhorted her to acknowledge the heathen 
deities, to facrifice to them, to partake of the viaims, 
and to deliver up her books relative to Chriftianity. 

Thefe propofitions fhe heard with indignation, and 
pofitively refufed to comply with any of them; the go- 
vernor afked her, Who it was that perfuaded her, and 
her fifters, to keep thofe : books and writings? She an- 
fwered, " It was that God who commanded them to 
love him to the laft; for which reafon flic was rclblved 
to fubmit to be burned alive rather than give them up 
into .the hands of his profefTcd enemies." 

When, the governor found that he could make no im- 
preffion on her, he ordered her to be expofed naked in 
the ftrccts, which fhameful order having been executed, 
flie was burnt, April 1, A. D. 304, at the fame place 
where her filters fuffered before her. 

One Agatho, a man of a pious turn of mind, with 
Caffice, Philippa, and Eutychia, were martyred about 
the lame time; but the particulars have never been af- 
ccrtained. 

Alfo Marccllinus, bifhop of Rome, who fuccecded 
Caiusin that fee, was greatly perplexed during this per- 
fecution; and haviug flrongly oppofed paying divine 
honours to Dioclefian, who wifhed to exaft them from 
. the people, and to appear as a god, he was at length 
feized and committed to a dungeon. 

Notwithftanding, his conduct, was fteady, his con- 
ftancy immoveable, and his patience great. He fuf- 
fered martyrdom, by a variety of tortures, in the year 
304, comforting his foul till he expired with the pro- 
fpett of thofe glorious rewards it would receive by the 
tortures fuffered in the body. 

Theodotus, a Dalmatian, kdpran inn at Ancyra; 
Being a. Chriftian, and of~ a very humane- difpofition, 
he devoted a great part of his time to vifit the afllifled, 
and a great part of his property to relieve the poor; 
he affilted the fick in body, and converted the fick in 
foul, fo that he was in every capacity a true fervant of 
Chrift his Redeemer. 

Theotecnus, the- governor of thefe parts, whole 
cruelty could be equalled by nothing but his bigotry, re- 
ceived the mandate for pcifecuting the Chriftians with 
great falisfaaion, and wrote the emperor word that he 
would do his utmoft endeavours to root out Chriftianity 
from every place where he had any (way. 

Thus encouraged by the governor, the Pagans began 
to inform againft, abufe, and pcrfccutc the Chriftians. 
Great numbers were feized upon, and impnfoned; 
their goods were deftroyed, and their eftates confil'cated. 
Many fled into the woods, or retired to caves, where 
fome fupported- themfelves by feeding upon fuch roots 
as they could cafually find, and others perifhed by fa- 
mine. Indeed many were ftarved in the city, by 
means of the following. Angular ftratagem : the gover- 
nor gave ftria orders, that no provifions whateverfhould 
be expofed to fale in the markets, without having been 
firft confecrated to the idols ; hence the Chriftians were 
compelled to eat what had been offered to the Devil, or 
to refrain from food and perifh. The latter dreadful 
alternative was chofen by many, who, to preferve the 
purity of their faith, heroically gave up their lives. 

During thefe critical time's, Theodotus did all that he 
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■ could to comfort the imprifoned, and buried the bodies 
offeveral who had been martyred, though it was for- 
bidden -on pain of death. He likewife privately aflift- 
ed many with fuch food as they might ufe with a fafe 
confcience, for having lain in a great ftoek of corn and 
wine, he fold it. out at prime colt. 

One Polychronicus, a Chriftian, being feized; for- 
feited his faith, in order to preferve his life, and com- 
pounded for a frail exiftence, by informing againft his 
friend Theodotus, who hearing of this treachery, fur- 
rendered himfelf to the governor of his own accord. 

Upon his arrival in the court, he furveyed the divers 
inftruments of torture with a fmile, and l'eemcd totally 
regardlel's of their power. 

•When placed at the bar, the governor informed him, 
that it was ftill in his power to fave himfelf, and to efcape 
the torments prepared for difobedience, by facrificing to 
the gods of the empire ; " and (continued he) if you re- 
nounce your faith in Chrift, I promife you my friend- 
fhip, and the emperor's prdte&ionj and will conftitutc 
you one of the magistrates of the town." 

In his anfwer, Theodotus difcovered great courage 
and eloquence ; he abfolutely refufed to renounce his. 
faith, declined the friendftiip of the governor, andpro- 
teftion of the emperor, upon the terms propofed, and 
treated the Pagan idols with the greateft contempt. 

The Pagans on hearing this, were in general extreme- 
ly clamorous for the prifoner to be immediately punifh- 
ed ; and the priefts in particular rent their clothes, and 
tore their chaplets, the. badges of their offices, through 
rage. Thegovernor, without hefuation, complied with 
their defire; when Theodotus was fcourged, torn with 
hooks, and then placed upon the rack. After this, vi- 
negar was poured into his wounds, his flefh was feared 
with burning torches, and his teeth were knocked outof 
their fockets. He was then remanded to prifon, and by 
the way, pointing to his mangled body, he faid to the 
people, " it was but jull that Chrillians fhould fufFer for 
him who fuffered for us all." 

After the expiration of fivedays, he was brought from 
prifon, A. D. 304, tortured, and then beheaded. 

There was one Viflor, a native of Ancyra, accufed 
by the priefts of Diana, of having abufed their goddefs. 
For this imputed crime he was feized upon, and com- 
mitted to prifon, his houfe plundered, his family turned 
out of doors, .and his eftate forfeited. 

When put to the rack, his refolution failed him, and 
he began to waver in his faith, through the feverity of 
his torments. Being carried back to prifon, in order 
to make a full recantation, God punilhed him for his 
intended apoltacy ; for his wounds mortified, and put 
an end to his life in a fhort time. 

There were feven aged women of Ancyra, apprehend- 
ed for their faith ; they were examined before the 
governor, who, on finding them ftedfaft in their re- 
ligious principles, reviled their belief, ridiculed their 
age, and ordered thnm to be delivered over to fome 
young libertines, that their virtue might be abufed; this 
being done, one of the debauchees, more bold and for- 
ward than the reft, feized upon the eldeft of the women, 
whore name wasTecufa, who thus addreffed him: "What 
defigns, child, can you have on us, who are worn out 
with age and infirmities. I am now more than three- 
fcore and ten years old, my companions are not much 
younger ; you may look on us as fo many rotten carca- 
fes, as we fhall foon be, for the governor after death re- 
futes us burial j" then lifting up her veil, fhe (hewed 
him her grey hairs, and then went on : " You may, 
perhaps, have a mother of nearly the fame age as my- 
ifclf, this fliould give you fome refpeQ to us." The 
young men, though entire libertines, were fo affefted 
Nvith this fpeech, that they defifted, and immediately 
r eturned to their homes. 

Now the governor, upon the failure of his defign of 
n; wing them proftituted, determined to compel them to 
a l.5lt in the idolatrous rites of warning the goddefles 
•M inerva and Diana ; for it is to be underftood, that in 
An cyra, it was thecuftom annually to wafh the images of 
jh<> f c heathen goddefles, and that the. wa thing was con- 
"<ie red as a material partof the adoration of thefe idols. 
7i- 
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Accordingly, thefe feven Chriftian women, whofe 
names were Tecufa, Pharhme, Claudia; Alexandria, 
Julitta, Euphrafia, and Matrona, were forced to the 
temple ; but abfolutely refuting to wafh the idols, the 
governor was fo enraged that he ordered them all to 
have Hones tied about their necks, and to be pu died 
into the water intended for the wafhing, in which they 
glorioufly fuffered, being thereby drowned. 

A worthy Chriftian/ of the name of Timothy, being 
carried before Urban, governor of Paleftine, was fen- 
tenced to be burnt to death by a flow fire ; which fen- 
tence was executed at Gaza, on the 19th day of 
Auguft, A. D. 304. 

Philip, bifhop of Heraclea, had, in every aft of his 
life, appeared as a good Chriftian ; the chief of his dif- 
ciples were Severus, a prieft; and Hermes, a deacon ; 
and thefe three did all in their power to promote the 
caufe of Chriftianity. This worthy bifhop was advifed 
to fecrete himfelf, in order to avoid the ftorm of the per- 
fecution ; but he reproved thofe who counfelled him fo 
to do, telling them that their merit would be enhanced 
by their fufferings, and that death had no terror for the 
virtuous. He therefore publicly performed his duty. 

An officer named Ariftomachus, being employed to 
fhut up the Chriftian churches in Heraclea, Philip took, 
great pains to convince him, that the fhutting up build- 
ings made by hands could not deftroy Chriftianity, while 
the living temples of the Lord remained ; for the true 
faith confifted not in the places where God is adored; 
but in the hearts of thofe who adore God. 

However, being denied entrance into the church 
where he ufed to preach, Philip took up his ftation at 
the door, and there exhorted people to patience, per- 
feverance, and godlinefs. 

Such exhortations, of courfe, caufed him to be feized 
and carried before the governor, who feverely repri- 
manded him, and then continued to fpeak fternly in 
thefe words : " Bringall the veffels ufed in yourworfhip, 
and the fcriptures which you read and teach the people, 
and furrender them to me, before you are forced thereto 
by tortures." " If;" replied the bifhop, " you take 
any pleafure in feeing us fufFer, we are prepared for the 
worft you can do. This infirm body is in your power ; 
ufe it as you pleafe. . The veffels you demand fhall be 
delivered up, for God is not honoured by gold and filver, 
but by the fear of his power 5 the ornaments of the fouls 
of his fervants are more pleafing to him, than the de- 
corations of churches : but as to the facred books, it is 
neither proper forme to part with them, nor for you to 
receive them." This anfwer f6 much incenfed the 
governor, that he ordered one Mucaffor, a perfon par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed for inhumanity, to torture the 
prelate. Hermes, expreffing himfelf freely againft fuch 
barbarities, was likewife ordered to be fcourged at the 
fame time. 

The Pagans having proceeded to the place where the 
fcriptures, and the church plate were kept, immediately 
feized them ; they likewife, unroofed the church, 
walled up the doors, embezzled the plate, and burnt the 
facred fcriptures. 

When Philip was taken to the market-place, he was 
ordered to facrifice to the Roman deities in general, 
and to a very handfome image of Hercules in particular; 
to which command, " Alas !" replied the prelate, " how 
unhappy are you, who are thus grofsly miftaken in the 
nature of the Deity, and fo ignorant in the truth, as to 
worfhip your own workmanfhip : what value is there in 
gold, filver, brafs, iron, or lead, which are dug out of 
the earth ? You are unacquainted with the divinity of 
Chrift, which is incomprehensible to human capacities ; 
but what power can your idols boaft, which are made 
by bafe mechanics, a drunken ftatuary, or a debauched 
carver, and tricked up by the arts of the taylor and 
the goldfmith ? and yet thefe are your gods." And after 
fome other obfervations on the abfurdities of the Pagan 
religion, he concluded, that from what he had already 
faid, it appeared that the heathens worfhipped what 
might lawfully be trod on, and made gods of fuch things 
as Providence had defigned for their fervice. 

Now the governor tried the conftancy of Hermes, 
9 U but 
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but finding him as inflexible as the bifhop, he com- 
mitted them both to prifon. Soon after this, the 
governor's time of ruling thofe parts being expired, a- 
hew governor named Juftin arrived ; but he was to the 
full as cruel as his predecefibr had proved. 

Now Philip was dragged by the feet through the 
ftreets, feverely fcourged, and then brought again to the 
governor, who charged him with obftinate rafhnefs, in 
continuing difobedient to the imperial decrees ; but he 
boldly replied, '-' My prefent behaviour is not the effect 
of rafhnefs, but proceeds from my love and fear of God, 
■who. made the world, and who will judge the living and 
the dead, whofe commands I dare not tranfgrefs. I 
have hitherto done my duty to the emperors, and am 
always ready to comply with their juft orders, accord- 
ing to the doctrine of our Lord Chriit, who bids us give 
both to Caefar and to God their due 5 but I am obliged 
to prefer heaven to earth, and to obey God rather than 

On hearing this fpeech, the governor immediately 
paffed fentence on him to be burnt, which was executed 
accordingly, and the martyr expired, finging praifes to 
God in the midft of the fire. 

Likewife Hermes, for behaving in a fimilar manner, 
and Severus, who had furrendered himfelf up in order 
to fuffer with his friends, met with the fame fate. Such 
were the effects of a diabolical zeal for the adoration of 
idols, and fuch the confequences of the blindnefs of 
Pagan idolatry. 

We are informed by St. Ambrofe, that Agricola, was 
a Chriftian of fo very amiable a difpofition, that he even 
gained the eftcem and admiration of the Pagans. Being 
apprehended asa Chriftian, he was crucified in imitation 
of the death of our Saviour ; and his body, together with 
the crofs, were buried atBologne, in Italy, in one grave. 

Vitalis, the fervant and convert of the above martyr, 
Agricola, was feized upon on the fame account as his 
mafter, and being put to the torture, died under the 
hands of his tormentors, through the feverity of his 
fufferings. 

Carpophorus, Viaorius, Severus, and Severianus, 
were brothers, and all four employed in places of great 
truft and honour In the city of Rome. Having cxclaim- 
■ ed againft the worfhip of idols, they were ap.prehended, 
and fcourged with the plumbetae, or fcourges, to the 
ends of which were fattened leaden balls. This pu- 
nifhment was excrcifed with fuch excefs of cruelty, 
that the pious brothers fell martyrs to it's feverity. 

A worthy Chriftian of Aquileia, named Chryfogonus, 
was beheaded by order of Dioclefian, for having in- 
ftructed Anaftafia, a young lady of that city in the 
Chriftian faith. This young lady was defcended from 
an illuftrious Roman family. Her mother, named 
Flavia, was a Chriftian, and dying while her daughter 
was an infant, fhe bequeathed her to the care of 
Chryfogonus, with a ftrict injunction to inftruct her in 
the principles of Chriftianity. This Chryfogonus 
punctually performed ; but the father of the young 
lady, who was a Pagan, gave her in marriage to a per- 
fon of his own perfuafion, named Publius, who was of 
a good family, but bad morals, and having fpent his 
wife's and his own patrimony, he had the bafenefs and 
inhumanity to inform againft her as a Chriftian. 

However, Publius dying foon after, his wife was re- 
leafed; but continuing to perform many charitable ac- 
tions to diftreffed Chriltians, fhe was again apprehended, 
and delivered up to Florus, governor of Illyricum. . 
Florus commanded that fhe fhould be put to the torture, 
when finding her conftant in the faith, he ordered her 
to be burnt, which fentence was put in execution on 
December 25, A. D. 304. The event taking place 
about a month after the martyrdom of Chryfogonus, 
her infhuctor as already mentioned. 

Some time in the fame year, Mouris and Thea, two 
Chriftian women of Gaza, were martyred in that city. 
The former died under the hands of her tormentors, 
and the latter perifhed in prifon of the wounds fhe had 
received when tortured. 

Timothy, a deacon of Mauritania, and Maura his 
wife, had not been united together by the bands of wed- 



lock above three weeks, when they were feparated from 
each other by the perfecution. 

Being apprehended as a Chriftian, Timothy was car- 
ried before Arrianus, the governor of Thebais, who 
did all in his power to allure him from his faith, andln- 
duce him to embrace the Pagan fuperfti.tion. 

Perceiving his endeavours vain, and knowing that 
Timothy had the keeping of the Holy Scriptures, the 
governor commanded him to deliver them up, that they 
might be burnt : to which Timothy anfwered, " Had£ 
children, I would fooner deliver them up to be facrifi- 
ced, than part from the word of God." The governor ' 
being much incenfed at this reply, ordered his eyes to be 
put out with red-hot irons, faying, " The books fhall 
at lead be ufejefs to you, for you fhall not fee to read 

So great was his patience under the operation that 
the governor grew more exafperated ; he, therefore, in 
order, if poflible, to overcom'e his fortitude, ordered 
him to be hung up by the feet, with a weight tied about 
his neck, and a gag in his mouth. 

This feverity of treatment the worthy Chriftian un- 
derwent with the greateft courage, when fome bufy per- 
fon ^acquainted the governor that he had been but new- 
ly married to a wife, of whom he was extremely fond. 
Arrianus was glad to hear this, as he thought that love 
might effect what menaces could not, and that an affec- 
tion for his wife might prevail over that intrepid fpirit 
which could fuftain fo many torments with fuch refo- 
lution and .fortitude. 

Accordingly Maura was fent for, and promifedahand- 
fome reward, with the life of her hufband, if fhe could 
prevail upon him to facrifice to the idols. This was a 
i'evere attack upon the principles of Maura: weak by 
nature, wavering in her faith, tempted by a bribe, and 
impelled by an unbounded affection for her hufband, 
fhe undertook the impious bufinefs. 

When conducted to him, fhe affailcd his conflancy 
with all the perfuafive language of real affection. 
When the gag was taken out of his mouth, in order to 
give him an opportunity of replying, inllead of con- 
fenting to his wife's entreaties, as they expected, lie 
greatly blamed her miftaken love, and declared his re- 
folution of dying for the faith. The confequence of 
which was, that Maura repeated her importunities, till, 
the martyr, her hufband, reproached her fo ftrongly 
with her weaknefs, that fhe returned to his way of 
thinking, and refolved to imitate his courage and fide- 
lity, and either to accompany, or follow him to glory. 
Timothy advifed her to repair her fault by declaring 
that rel'olu'tion to the governor, by whofe order fhe 
had undertaken that fhameful and finful commiffion. 
Maura made fomc difficulty, at the firft, to comply with 
his advice, to undertake this dangerous and arduous 
tafk. However, being further ftrengthened by his ex- 
hortations, and the grace of God, fhe went to Arrianus 
and told him, that fhe was united to her hufband in 
opinion as well as love, and was ready to fuffer any 
thing to atone for her late crime, in wifliing to make 
him an apoftate. After trying in vain to alter her refo- 
lution, the governor ordered her to be tortured, which 
was executed with great feverity. After this Timothy 
and Maura -were crucified near each other, A. D. 304, 
both receiving the crown of martyrdom with the great- 
eft, intrepidity and rcfolution. 

A bifhop of Affifium, named Sabinus, rcfufing to fa- , 
crifice to Jupiter, and pufhing the idol from him, had < 
his hands cut off by the order of the governor of Tufca ■ 
ny. After patiently fuffering this barbarity, he wa s 
committed to prifon, where he remained a confidero r 
ble time without any affiftance or relief but what he r( :• 
ceived from a Chriftian widow, whofe blind grandfc in 
had been by him reftored to fight. 

The governor, who was himfelf affliaed with fr rc 
eyes, on hearing this intelligence, revolved it's fingn .fe- 
rity in his mind, and began to copfider the behavioui of 
the Chriftians, and the tenets of Chriftianity, in a m lore 
candid light than he had hitherto done. Sending / for 
Sabinus, he informed him that he now entertained ' /cry 
different fentimcnts to what he had hitherto done, /both 
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with refpeft to him and his faith ; then throwing himfelf 
at the feet of Sabinus, he entreated him to afford affift- 
ance both to his inward and outward ailments, and to 
undertake the cure of his body , and foul. 

The undiffembled fervency with which he fpoke, con- 
vinced Sabinus of his fincerity. Having received pro-, 
per inftruaions concerning the principles of Chrifti- 
anity, he was baptized, and the diforder in his eyes im- 
mediately left them: this converfion of the governor 
was followed by that of his whole family, and fome of 
his friends. , 

When the tyrant Maximian was informed of thefe 
circumftances, he immediately fent one of his principal 
officers, named Lucius, to Aflifium, who, according to 
his inftruclions, ordered the governor and all his family 
to be beheaded. 

Immediately after their execution, Sabinus himfelf 
was fcourged to death, in the monthof December, A. D. 
304. In like manner two ecclefiaftics, named Marcel- 
lus and Experantius, who officiated under Sabinus, were 
fcourged in a moft dreadful manner; but remaining 
conftant in their faith, their flefh was torn with hooks 
till they expired. 

Weary of the farce of ftate, and public bufinefs, the 
emperors Dioclefian and Maximian refigned the impe- 
rial diadem, and were fucceeded by Conftantius and 
Galerius ; the former, a prince of the moft mild and 
humane difpofuion, and the latter, equally remarkable 
for his tyranny and cruelty. 

Thefe [divided the empire into two equal governments; 
Galerius ruling in the Eaft, and Conftantius in the Weft; 
and the people in the two governments felt the effects 
of the different difpofitions of the two emperors ; for 
thofe in the Weft were governed in the mildeft manner, 
but fuch as refided in the Eaft feltall the miferies of op- 
preffion and defpotifm. 

In regard to the Chriftians, to whom Galerius bore 
a moft prejudiced and implacable hatred, we are in- 
formed, that " he not only condemned them to tortures, 
but to be burnt in flow fires, after this horrible manner : 
they were firft chained to a poft, then a gentle fire put to 
the foles of their feet which contraaed the callus till 
it fell off from the bone: then flambeaux juft extin-. 
guifhed were put to all parts of their bodies, fo that 
they might be tortured all over ; and care was taken to 
keep them alive, by throwing cold water in their 
faces and giving them fome to wafh their mouths, 
left their throats ftiould be dried up with third, and 
choke them. Thus their miferies were lengthened out 
whole days, till, at laft, their fkins being confumcd, 
and they juft ready to expire, were thrown into a great 
fire, and had their bodies burntto afties; afterwhich they 
were ground to powder, and thrown into fome river." 

Of the members martyred by the order of Galerius, 
the moft eminent are as folfow: 

Amphianus ^as a gentleman of diftinElion in L cia, 
and a I'cholar to Eufebius; preffing through the crowd 
while the proclamation for facrificing to idols was read, 
he caught the governor Urbianus by the hand, and fe- 
verely reproved him for his wickednefs. 

Hereupon, the governor incenfed at. this freedc 
ordered him to be put to the torture, and then thro 
into the fea, in the waves of which he was drowned. 

JEdefius, brother to the above martyr, was, for n< 
ly the fame offence, much about the fame time, n 
tyred at Alexandria, in a fingular manner. 

Julitta, a Lyconian of royal defcent, but more cele- 
brated for her virtues than noble blood, wasaChrifti; 
lady of great humility, conftancy, and intregrity. Wh< 
the edia for facrificing to idols was publifhed at Icor 
um, fhe withdrew from that city to avoid the bigotted 
rage of Domitian the go v ernor, taking withher only 
her young fon Cyricus, and two women fervants. She 
was, however, feized at Tarfus, and being carried be- 
fore Alexander, the governor, fhe acknowledged that 
fee was a Chriftian. For this confcffion her fon was 
taken from, her, and fhe was immediately put to the rack, 
and tortured with great feverity ; but file bore all her 
fufferings with a true Chriftian fortitude and patient 
*eGgnation. 



But young Cyricus cried bitterly to get at his mother; , 
when the governor -obferving the beauty, and being ' 
melted at the tears of the child, took him upon his knee, 
and endeavoured to pacify him. Nothing, however, 
could quiet Cyricus, he {till called upon the name of 
his mother, and at length, in imitation of her words, , 
lirped out, « I am a Chriftian." This innocent e.xpref- 
fion turned the governor's companion into rage ; he 
loft the man in the bigot, and throwing. the child furi- 
oufly againlt the pavement, dallied out it's brains. 
Now the mother, who from the rack beheld the whole - 
tranfaaion, thanked the Almighty that her child was 
before her; and flic ftiould be without ; 
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s principles, and hinder him: of his falvation. 
To complete the execution, julitta had boiling pitch 
aired on her feet, her fides torn with hooks, and recei- 
ved the conclufion of her martyrdom, by being behea.d- 
ed, April 1.6. A. D. 305. 

Pantaleon, a native of Nicomcdia, was taught moft 
anches of human learning by his father, who was a Pa- 
n, and the precepts of the gofpel by his mother, who 
1S a Chriftian. Applying to the ftudy of medicine, 
he became eminent in the knowledge of phyfic, and in 
procefs of time was appointed phyfician to the emperor 
Galerius. The name of this man in -Greek fignifies 
humane, and the appellation well-fuited his nature, for 
le was one of the moft benevolent men living. He 
iffifted the poor, to the utmolt of his fortune : and, by 
the help of God, his (kill in phyfic was attended with 
the moft aftonifhing fuccefs. However/ his extraprdi- 
id well-deferved reputation roufed the jealoufy 
of the Pagan phyficians, who accufed him to the empe- 
ror. Galerius, finding him a Chriftian, which he had 
before known, ordered him to be tortured, and 
then beheaded, which fentence on July 27, A. D. 205, 
was accordingly executed. 

Hermolaus, a venerable and pious Chriftian, of a 
o eat age, and an intimate acquaintance of Pantaleon's, 
fuffered martyrdom for his faith on the fame day, and in 
the fame manner as Pantaleon. 

Julitta, of Cappadocia, was a lady of diftinguifhed 
capacity, great virtue, and uncommon courage : fhe 
was martyred on account of a law-fuit, of which Bafil, 
bifhop of Caefarea, gives an account to the following 
purport : 

" She had a troublefome law-fuit with one of the 
principal men in Csefarea, who was unjuftly poffeffed of 
a confiderable part of her eftate, and had feized both her 
fervants and cattle. This oppreffive ufurper had found 
means to bribe the judges in his favour, and hired 
perfons to fwear, that the land and goods in difpute 
were his .property; Julitta, fupported by the juftnefs 
of her caulb, thought' that fhe had nothing more to do, 
but to give the magiftrates a plain and an ingenuous ac- . 
count of her title. When the caufe came to be tried, 
the defendant, inftead of fupporting his claim, or giving 
any anfwer to the plaintiff's plea, urged that the law 
would not fuffer him to engage at that bar, with one of 
a different religion ; fo that he could not proceed in his 
defence, unlefs the lady, who was the plaintiff, re- 
nounced Chriftianity. 

" The judge was too well inftruaed not to fecond the 
motion, and gave it as his.opinion, that what he infilled 
upon was according to the laws of the empire. He 
then ordered an alter to be brought in, and fome fire to 
be put on it, and incenfe to be prepared, and then told 
the parties, that if they expeaed, either of them, to- 
enjoy any benefit of the laws, they muft both of them 
offer incenfe to the gods. 

" The ufurper, who was an heathen, immediately 
complied; but Julitta made it appear, that her faith 
was much dearer to her than her goods, or. even than 
life itfelf. " No, faid file, my affeaion to what is 
undoubtedly my own, fliall never hinder me from fa- 
crificing my all, and even my life, if required, rather 
than violate my fidelity to my God and Saviour." 
This declaration greatly incenfed the judge, but Julitta 
went on with the fame intrepidity, and thanked God for 



8 4 8 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



the affurance fhe had of an eternal inheritance, while 
what was her own upon earth was difputed, and unjuftly 
taken from her. The magiflrate made feveral attempts 
to perfuade her to renounce her faith, but was always 
anfwered that Ihe was the fervant of Chrift, and as fuch 
flie could not liftcn to his propofals without horror ; 
upon this flie was condemned to be .burnt : which fen- 
tence, A. D. 305, was executed accordingly. 

Eultratius, fecretary to the governor of Arminia, was 
thrown into a fiery furnace, for exhorting fome Chrif- 
tians, who had been apprehended, to perfevere in their 
faith. Auxeutius and Eugenius, two of Euftratius's ad- 
herents, were burnt at Nicopolis; Mardarius, another 
friend of his, expired under the hands of his tormentors; 
and Ojrefles, a military officer, was broiled to death on 
a gridiron, for wearing a golden crofs at his breaft. . 

Theodore, a Syrian by birth, a foldier by profeffion, 
and a Chriftian by 'faith, fet fire to the temple of Cybele, 
in Amafia, through an honeft indignation at the' idola- 
trous worlhip praftifed' therein : for which being appre- 
hended, he was feverely fcourged, and February 18, 
A. D. 306, burnt to death. 

Dorothy, a Chriftian of Cappadocia, was, by the .go- 
vernor's order, placed under the care of two women, 
who had become apoftates to the faith, with a view that 
llie might be induced to follow their example. How- 
ever, this lady's .difcourfes had fuch an effect upon the 
two. apoftates, that they became re-converted, and were 
put to death for not fucceeding. Soon after which, Do- 
rothy herfelf was tortured, and then^beheaded. 

Pancratius, or Pancrafs, was a native of Phrygia, 
but being made a Chriftian arid brought to Rome, by 
his uncle, he there fuffered martyrdom, being beheaded 
after the deceafe of his uncle, who died a natural death 
a little time before. 

Cyrinus, Nazarius, Nabor, and Bafilides, four wor- 
thy Chriftian officers at Rome, were thrown into prifon 
for their faith, and being condemned, were fcourged 
with rods of wire, and then beheaded. 

Two Roman military officers, Nicander and Mar- 
cian, being Chriftians, were apprehended on account 
of their faith. As they were both men of great abili- 
ties in their profeffion, the utmoft endeavours were 
made to induce them to renounce Chriftianity ; butthefe 
endeavours being found ineffectual, they were ordered 
to be beheaded. Crowds of people attended the exe- 
cution, among whom were the wives of the two fufferers. 
The confort of Nicander was a Chriftian, and encou- 
raged her hufband to meet his fate with fortitude; but 
the wife of Marcian being a Pagan, entreated her huf- 
band to fave himfelf, for the fake of her and her child. 
Marcian however reproved her for her idolatry and 
folly, but embraced her and the infant before the ftroke 
was given. Nicander likewife took leave of his wife in 
the mod affectionate manner, and then both, with great 
willingnefs and refolution, received the crown of mar- 
tyrdom. 

Befides thefe there were feveral others whofe names 
and fufferings are not afcertained. 

Likewife, in the kingdom of Naples, feveral martyr- 
doms took place: in particular, Januarius, bifhop of Be- 
neventum; Sofius, deacon of Mifene; Proculus, another 
deacon; Eytychesand Acutius, two laymen; Feftus, a 
deacon ; and Defiderius, a reader, were all, on account 
of being Chriftians, condemned, by the governor of 
Campania, to be devoured by wild beafts. The favage 
animals, however, not touching them, they were ordered 
to be beheaded, which fentence was immediately put 



Marcellus, a centurion, of the Trajan legion, was 
polled at Tangier, and being a Chriftian, fuffered mar- 
tyrdom, of which the following account is recorded. 

" It happened that while he was there, the emperor's 
birth-day was kept with great folemnity, and the facri- 
fices to the Pagan idols made a confiderable part of that 
folemnity. All the fubjects of the empire were expected 
on that occafion, to conform to the blind religion of 
their prince ; but Marcellus, who had been well in- 
ftruEted in the duties of his profeffion, expreffedhis de- 



teftatiori of thofe profane prattices, by throwing away 
his belt, the badge of his military charader, at tb e 
head of'his company, declaring aloud, that he was a 
foldier of Chrift, the eternal king. He then quitted his 
arms, and added, that from that moment he ceafed to 
fcrve the emperor ; and that he thus exprefl'ediiis con- 
tempt of the gods of the empire, which were no better 
than deaf and dumb idols. " If, continued he, their 
imperial majellies impol'e the obligation of facrificing to 
them and their gods, as a neceffjry condition of their 
fervice, I here throw up my commiffion, and quit the 

Marcellus's behaviour and fpeeches occafioned an or- 
der for his being beheaded, on a double fcore, viz. de- 
fertion from the army, and impiety againft the gods of 
the empire. He heard the fentence with intrepidity, 
and received the crown of martyrdom with great willing- 
nefs. Caffian, fecretary to the court which tried Mar. 
cellus, expreffing his disapprobation of fuch fevere pro- 
ceedings, was ordered into cuftody ; when avowing 
himfelf a Chriftian, he met with the fame fate, and fuf- 
fered a fimilar martyrdom. 

Quirinus, bifhop of Sifcia, being carried before Ma- 
tenius, the governor, was ordered, to facrifice to the Pa- 
gan deities, agreeable to the edicts of various Roman 
emperors. To which he replied, " The emperors in- 
lift upon our facrificing to their deities, againft the cx- 
prefs prohibition of God; to deities which we can by 
no means own, becaufe they are, in reality, nothing': 
whereas the power that I fervc is every where, above all 
things, fupports, governs, and dilpofes of all things, as 
he pleafes; for he is the fovereign mailer, and Cole au- 
thor of the univerfe." For this fpeech he was ordered 
to be feverely fcourged. 

When under the hand of the executioner, the go- 
vernor was urgent with him to facrifice, and offered to 
make Kim a prieft of Jupiter. To which Quirinus re- 
plied, Thathe was already engaged in the prieftly office, 
while he thus offered a facrifice to the true God. " I, 
continued he, fcarce feel my torments, and am ready 
tofufferflill greater, that my example may fhew thofe 
whom God has committed to my care, the way to the 
glory we wifh for." 

Perceiving his conftancy, the governor fent him to 
gaol, and ordered him to be heavily ironed; flattering 
himfelf, that the hardlhips of a gaol, and the weight of 
bis chains, might overcome his refolutions. 

But being deceived in his expectations, he was fent 
to Amantiu.s, the principal governor of Parmonia, now 
Hungary, who loaded him with chains, and carried 
him through the principal towns of the Danube, expo- 
fing him to ridicule wherever he went. 

At length arriving at Sabaria, and finding that Quiri- 
nus would not renounce his faith, he ordered him to be 
call into a river, with a ftone fattened to his neck. The 
fentence was accordingly put into execution, and Qui- 
rinus, floating about for fome time, exhorted the people 
in the molt pious terms, concluding his admonitions 
with this prayer : 

" It is no new thing, O all-powerful' Jefus ! for thee 
to flop the courfe of rivers, or to caufe a man to walk 
upon the water, as thou didft thy fervant Peter : the 
people havef^lready feen the proof of thy power in me; 
grant me now to lay down my life for thy fake, O my 
God !" ,. . 

Having pronounced thefe laft words, he immediately 
funk and died, June 4, A. D. 308; and his body was 
afterwards taken up, and buried by fome pious Chriftians. 

There 'were five Egyptian Chriftians upon a vifit to 
their affliaed brethren'in Csefaria, who were apprehend- 
ed and carried before Firmilian, the governor of Palel- 
tine, who on queftioning them concerning whence they 
came, and what they were, was anfwered by one, in the 
name of the reft, that they were Chriftians, and belonged 
to the glorious city of Jerufalem, fpeaking allegorically 
of the heavenly Jerufalem. The governor was furpriled 
at the anfwer, as he knew Vefpafian, and his Ton 1 uus, 
had deftroyed the ancient Jerufalem ; and that the mcon- 
fiderable town ereded by Adrian upon the fpot, was cal- 
led iElia Capitolina: he therefore inquired more partK 
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cularly concerning it. The Chriftian who had Spoken 
before, again replied, and purSuing the allegory, de- 
scribed, with great force of imagination, the great beauty, 
riches, and ftrength of the place. Firmilian {till mis- 
taking the Chriftian's meaning, by underftanding his 
words in a literal fenfe, was dreadfully alarmed; for not 
dreaming that a heavenly city was alluded to, he fancied 
that the Chriftians were ftrengtheningandfortifyingfome 
place, in order to revolt from their allegi; 



mperor. 



Full of this 



liftake, a 



raged at the fup- 



pol'ed difloyalty, he condemned the five prifonei„ 
cruelly tormented, and then beheaded; which Sentence 
was executed A. D, 309, on the 16th of February. 

Pamphilus, a native of Phoenicia, of a considerable 
family, was a man of fuch extenfive learning, that he 
was called a Second. Origen. He was received into the 
body of the clergy at Casiarea, where he eftablifhed a 
public library.and Spent his time in thepradice of every 
Chriftian virtue. He copied the greateft part of the 
works of Origen with his own hand, and, affifted by 
Eufebius, gave a correa copy of the Old Teftament, 
which had fuffered greatly by the ignorance or negli- 
gence of former transcribers. He likewife gave public 
lectures on religious and literary Subjects, in an academy 
which he had ereded for that purpofe, till the year 307, 
when he was apprehended, and carried before Urban, 
the governor of Paleftine. 

This governor, thinking that a man of his abilities 
mult be of great importance to any party, did all he 
could to induce him to embrace Paganifm. Finding his 
endeavours vain, he changed perfuafions into menaces, 
and from entreating began to threaten him. 

Still Pamphilus maintained his refolution, whereupon 
he was ordered to be tortured feverely, and then fent 
to prifon, which was immediately put into execution. 

Immediately after, Urban, having difpleafed the em- 
peror, was difplaced and beheaded ; but another was 
appointed in his room, who was equally prejudiced 
againft the profeffors of Chriftianity. 

Pamphilus fuffered martyrdom under the new go- 
vernor by being beheaded; together with Valens, a 
deacon of the church of Jerufalem ; and Paul, a layman 
of Jamnia, in Paleftine. 

Porphyrius, the fervant of Pamphilus, was martyred 
by means of a ftraw fire, for only requefting leave to 
bury the body of his mailer and other martyrs who SuS- 
iered. 

Theodulus, a venerable and faithful fervant to Fir- 
milian, the governor, being accufed as a profeffor of 
the Chriftian faith, confeffed the charge, and was, by 
order of his cruel mailer, crucified, on February' 17, 
A. D. 309; and, on the fame day, Julian, a Cappado- 
cian, was burnt. 

Marcellus, bifhop of Rome, being banifhed on ac- 
count of his faith, fell amartyr to the miferies he fuffered 
in exile, A. D. 310. on the 16th of January. 

Peter, the Sixteenth bifhop of Alexandria, by order 
of Maximus Caefar, who reigned in the Eaft, was mar- 
tyred, November 25, A. D. 311. 

Lucian, a learned and eloquent Syrian, was a man of 
fo benevolent a temper, that he-dil'pofed of the greateft 
partofhisfortuneincharitableaaions. Beihgadvanced 
to the clerical charader in Antioch, he became a true 
fervant of Chrift, and a zealous pallor of the church. 
*Vt length he was apprehended as a Chriftian, imprifoned 
wr the fpace of nine years, put to the rack, rolled upon 
warp flints, nails, &c. and then being tortured to death, 
his body was thrown into the fea ; but it was afterwards 
call on fhore, and received Chriftian interment. 

A virgin of only thirteen years of age, of the name 
of Agnes, was beheaded for being aChriftian ; Valentine, 
a P" elt . fuffered the fame fate at Rome; and Erafmus, 
a bifhop, was martyred in Campania. . Cofmus.and Da- 
mian, Arabians, and brothers, were martyred in Cilicia; 
Adrian, an imperial officer, was beheaded for being a 
v-hnftian; Barbara, a young lady, was martyred at Nico- 
media ; Lucy, a Chriftian virgin, was put to death at Sy- 
facure; and even Serena, the emprefs of Dioclefian, was 
Beheaded for being and avowing herfelf a Chriftian. 

Gordius, a native of Csefarea, and a centurion in the 
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irid theh burnt ; 
was beheaded ; and Bar- 
are informed by Bafilitls, 
of the executioners, even 
to the very point of death, the tormentors at laft brought 
him, and laid him upon the altar, where they ufed to 
offer Sacrifices to their idols, and put frankinceiife'ilito 
his hand, which they lighted, imagining that the heat 
and force of the fire would oblige hirh to fcatter the 
burning incenl'e on the altar, that they might thereby 
fay that he had Sacrificed ; but in this they were dis- 
appointed, for the flame went round his hand, which 
appeared as if it had been covered with red hot embers, 
while he uttered this exclamation of the pfalmift: 
" Bleffed is the Lord my God, who teacheth my hands 
to war, and my fingers to fight." After which he fur- 
rendered his foul into the hands of his bleffed Redeemer! 
The Pagans having full authority toufeihe Chriftians as 
bad as they thought proper, fliut up the doors of a church, 
in which aChriftian congregation were affcmbled, and 
having Set fire to the building, every perfbn perifhed 
in the flames. Many were feverely beaten with lticks> 
cords, Scourges, rods, whips, &c. 

However, Conftantine the Great determined to re- 
drefs the grievances of the Chriftians, for which purpofe 
he raifed an army of 30,000 foot, and 8000 horfe, with 
which he marched towards Rome, againft Maxentius, 
the emperor. But previous to his entering upon this 
expedition, we are informed, that he considered that 
it was neceflary to have Some Superior Being to confide 
in, befides his own ftrength; and as at that time there 
were many deities in the world, he was ftudious to learn 
which was the molt worthy for him to fix upon as his 
protector, and tutelar guardian. He reflected on the 
fatal mifcarriages of his predeceffors, who had fo . vio- 
lently maintained a multiplicity oS gods, and repofed an 
entire confidence in their affiftance. On the other hand 
he confidered that while his own Sather adored only one 
God he continually profpered, and had peace of mind. 
Hence he rejected the adoration of idols, and implored 
the affiftance of the only true God ; who heard his pray- 
fo furprifing and 



ifwered thi 
miraculous, that-Eufebiu 
knowledges it would not t 
received it from the empe 
and folemnly ratified the 
traordinary circumflances 

" The army bei 
emperor employed 
27th day of October, about thi 



this hiftoi,. 
e been credible, had he not 
's own mouth, who publicly 
ith upon his oath. The cx<- 
•e as follow : 
idvanced near Rome,«and the 
devout ejaculations on the 
t three o'clock in the after- 
hen the fun was declining, there fuddenly ap- 
peared to him a pillar of light in the heavens, in the 
form of a crofs with this plain infeription on or about 
it, TOTTQ NIKA, In this overcome. Conftantine was 
greatly furprifed at this Strange fight, which was vifible 
to the whole army, who equally wondered at it with 
himfelf. The officers and commanders, prompted by 
the augurs and aufpices, or SoothSayers, looked upon 
it as an inauSpicious omen, portending an unfortunate 
expedition; the emperor himfelf did not understand it, 
till at length our bleffed Saviour appeared to him in A 
vifion, with the crofs in his hand, which he had Shewed 
him in the day before, commanding him to make a 
royal Standard, like that he had feen in the heavens, and 
caufe it to be continually carried before his army, as art 
enfign both of victory and fafety. Early the next morn- 
ing, Conftantine informed his friends and officers of 
what he had feen in the night, and fending for proper 
•workmen, fat down by them, and defcribed to them the 
form of the Standard, which he then ordered them td 
make with the greateft art and magnificence; and ac- 
cordingly they made it after this manner: a long fpear 4 
plated over with gold, with a traverfe piece at the top, 
in the form of a crofs, to which was fattened a four 
Square purple banner, embroidered with gold, and belet 
with precious {tones, which reflected an amazing lultre : 
towards the top was depided the emperor between his 
two Sons: on the top of the Shaft, above the crofs, Stood 
a crown, overlaid with gold and jewels, within which 
was placed the Sacred Symbol, namely the two firft letters 
S W of 
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of Chrift in Greek, X and P, ftruck one through the 
other: this device he afterwards bore not only upon 
his fhields, but alfo upon his coins, many of which 
are Hill extant." 

Afterwards engaging Maxentius, he defeated him, 
and entered the city of Rome in triumph. A law was 
now publifhed in favour of the Chriftians, in which Li- 
cinius joined with Conftantine, and a copy of-it was Tent 
to Maximus in the Eaft. Maximus, who was a bigotted 
Pagan, greatly difliked the edi£t, but being afraid of 
Conftantine, did not openly avow his difapprobation 
of it. 

At length Maximus invaded the territories of Licinius, 
but being defeated, he was fo mortified, that he put an 
end to his life by poifon. 

Licinius, as before obferved, was not a real Chriftian 
in his heart, but rather affeclcd to appear as fuch, 
through the dread of Conftantine's power; foreven after 
publishing feveral edifts in favour of the Chriftians, he 
took occafion to put to death Blafe, bifliop of Sebafte, 
feveral bifhops and priefts of Egypt and Lybia, who 
were cut to pieces, and thrown into the fea ; and forty 
foldiers of the garrifon of Sebafte, who fuffered martyr- 
dom by fire, and fealed their faith in the flames. Thefe 
.things offending Conflantine the Great, he marched 
againft Licinius, who was defeated by him, and after- 
. wards {lain by his own foldiers. 

St. George, the tutelar faint and patron of England, 
was born in Cappadocia, of Chriftian parents, who 
brought him up according to the tenets of the gofpei. 



His father dying when he was young, he travelled with 
his mother into Paleftine, which was her native country 
Here fhe claimed a patrimonial eftate, which afterwardi 
defcended to her fon. St. George being ftrong, active 
and of a great fpirit, took up the profeflion of a foldier 
and was made a tribune or colonel. In this poft he ex! 
hibited great proofs of his courage, and was accord- 
ingly promoted in the army of the emperor Diocletian! 
During the perfecution, St. George threw up his cornl 
mand, went boldly tp the fenate-houfe, and avowed his 
being a Chriftian, taking occafion at the fame time to 
remonftrate againft Paganifm, and point put the abfur- 
dity of worihipping idols. This freedom fo greatly 
provoked the fenate, that St. George was ordered to 
be tortured, which he underwent with great cpnftancy, 
and withput any change in his religious principles. Ex- 
afperated at his fortitude and refolution, he was by the 
emperor's orders dragged through the ftreets, and be- 
headed the next day. 

The calendar commemorates his martyrdom on the 
23d of April ; many churches have been dedicated to 
him, and he is confidered as the tutelar faint and patron 
of England. The order of the Garter, instituted by 
Edward the Third, is dedicated to the Holy Trinity, 
the Blefled Virgin, St. George, and St. Edward the 
Confeflbr. This faint is reprefented on horfeback, tilt- 
ing at a dragon, which is only allegorical, and implies 
that he had conquered the devil, or the dragon, by his 
faith in Chriftianity, and his fortitude in adhering 
thereto. 
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Including a minute Account of the PERSECUTIONS of the CHRISTIANS in Perfia under Sapores ; 
/^PERSECUTIONS under the Arian Heretics ; thofe under Julian /i* Apoftate, the Goths, 
Vandals, &c. and in -various other Parts of the World. 



A full- and particular Account of /^Persecutions of 
the Christians in Perfia. 

THE holy gofpei having fpread itfelf into Perfia, 
the Pagan priefts were greatly alarmed, and 
dreaded the lofs of that influence they had hitherto 
maintained over the people's minds and properties. 
Hence they thought it expedient to complain to the em- 
peror, that, the Chriftians were enemies to the ftate, and 
held a treafonable correfpondence with the Romans, 
the great enemies of Perfia. 

The emperor, who was naturally averfe to -Cbrifti- 
anity.eafily believed what was faid againft the Chriftians, 
and gave orders to perfecute them in all parts of his 
empire. On account of this mandate many fell martyrs 
to the ignorance and ferocity of the Pagans, the fuffer- 
ings of the moft eminent of whom we fhall here relate. 

Simeon, archbifliop of Seleucia, with many other 
ecclefiaftics, to the number, of an hundred and twenty- 
eight, were apprehended and accufed of having be- 
trayed the affairs of Perfia to the Romans. 

Now the emperor being greatly exafperated againft 
them, ordered Simeon to be Brought before him. The 
worthy archbifliop coming into his prefence, boldly 
acknowledged his faith, and nobly defended the caufe 
of Chriftianity. The emperor, being offended at his 
freedom, not only reproved*him for it, but ordered him 
to kneel before him, as he had always heretofore done. 

To this Simeon, anfwered, " That before, having the 
free admittance to his prefence, he-did not fcruple to 
conform to thecuftomary falutation of the country; but 
being now brought before him a prifoner, for the truth 
of his religion, and the fake of his God, it was not law- 
ful for him to kneel,left he fhould be thought to worfhip 



and to betray his faith, which he was fully refolved to 
defend with his laft breath." 

Whereupon the emperpr told him; that if he did not 
kneel, he and all the Chriftians in his dpminions, fhould 
be put to death ; but Simeon rejected with difdain the 
propofal to kneel, and told him that he would abide the 
confequences. On this reply the emperor ordered him 
to be fent to prifon till he had confidered what punifh- 
-ment he fliould inflift. 

Some fliort time after, Simeon, with his fellow-pri- 
foners, was again examined, and commanded to worlhip 
the fun, agreeable to the Perfian cuftom ; but this they 
all unanimoufly refufed. • The emperor then fentenced 
them to be beheaded, and they were accordingly exe- 
cuted. 

An aged eunuch, named Ufthazares, who had been 
tutor to the emperor, and was in great eftimation at 
court, on obferving Simeon, the fore-mentioned mar- 
tyr, leading to prifon, faluted him. Simeon, however 
(as Ufthazares had formerly been a Chriftian, and turned 
apoftate from the faith to oblige the emperor) would not 
return his falute, but fharply reproved him for his apof- 
tacy. This fo affefted the eunuch, that he burft into 
tears, and exclaimed, " Ah ! woe is me! how lhall I 
hereafter look upon my God, whom I have denied, 
when Simeon, my old companion and familiar acquaint- 
ance, difdains to give me a gentle word, or to return 
my falute!" 

When the emperor was told that his ancient tutor was 
greatly affliaed, he fent for him, and afked him whether 
he defired or wanted any thing which could be conferred 
upon, or procured for him. To which the eunuch 
replied, That there was nothing that he wanted, which 
this earth could afford ; but that his grief was of ano- 
ther kind, ana for which he juftly mourned, namely, 



The PERSECUTIONS of the CHRISTIANS in PERSIA. 



that to oblige him he had denied his God, and had dif- 
femblingly worfhipped the fun, againft his own con- 
ference ! for which, continued he, I am deferving of a 
double death, firft, for denying of Chrift, and fecondly, 
for dilfembling with my king; at the fame time folcmnly 
protefting, that he would never more forfake the Crea- 
tor of the world, to worlhip the creatures which were 
made by him. 

Upon this the emperor, greatly offended at the ex- 
planation of . the caufe of his grief, ordered Ufthazares 
to be beheaded. While he was going to the place of 
execution, he defired that. a meffenger might be fent to 
the emperor, to requell the favour that it might be pro- 
claimed, " That Ufthazares did not die a traitor for any 
crime againft the king or the ftate ; but only that being 
a Chriftian, he would not deny his God." This peti- 
tion, we are informed, was granted, and accordingly per- 
formed ; which was a great fatisfafction to Ufthazares, 
whofe chief reafon for defiring it was, becaufehis falling 
off from Chrift had caufed many others to follow his ex- 
ample, who now hearing that he died for no crime but 
his religion, they might learn, like him, to return to 
Chrift, and become fervent and conftant in the faith. 
Ufthazares, being thus fatisfied, cheerfully yielded his 
neck to the ftroke of the executioner, and received 
his crown of martyrdom with great joy ! 

After the above execution, on the Good Friday, an 
edict was publiftied, to put to death all who confeffed 
themfelves Chriftians, on which occafion great multitudes 
fuffered. About this time the emprefsof Perfia falling 
fick, the fillers of Simeon, the archbifhop, were accufed 
by fome of the magi, of being the occafion. This ab- 
furdity being believed, they were, by the emperor's 
order, fawed in quarters, and their quarters fixed upon 
poles, between which the emprefs paffed as a charm to 
effect her recovery. 

Acepfimus, and many other clergymen were feized 
upon, and ordered to adore the fun ; which refufing, 
they were fcourged, and then tormented to death, or 
fuffered to remain in prifon till they .expired. 

Athalas, a prieft, though not put to death, was fo 
miferably racked, that his arms were rendered ufelefs ; 
and he was ever after obliged to be fed like a child. In 
fine, by this edict, above 16,000 either fuffered miferably 
by torture, or loft their lives. 

WhenConftantine the Great was informed of the per- 
fections in Perfia, he was exceedingly concerned, and 
began to ruminate in what manner he fhould redrefs 
their grievances, when an ambaffador arrived from the 
Perfian emperor upon fome political bufinefs. 

This ambaffador Conftantine received civilly, granted 
his demands, and wrote a letter to the Perfian monarch 
in favour of the Chriftians, in which he recounts the 
vengeance that had fallen on perfeciitors, and the great 
fuccefs that had attended thofe who had refrained from 
perfecuting the Chriftians; and then referring to the 
tyrants and perfecuting emperor of his own time, he 
raid, " 1 fubdued thofe folely by faith in Chrift; for 
which God was my helper, who gave me victory in battle, 
and made me triumph over my enemies; and hath en- 
larged to me the bounds of the Romifh empire, that it 
extends from the Weftern ocean, to almoft the uttermoft 
parts of the Eaft: for which purpofe 1 neither offered 
facrifices to the ancient deities, nor made ufe of charm 
or divination, but only prayers to Almighty God, and 
followed the crofs of Chrift: and how glad fhould I be 
to hear that the throne of Perfia flourifhed, by em- 
bracing the Chriftians ! that fo you with me, and they 
with you, may enjoy all the felicity your fouls could 
defire, as no doubt but you would, as God, the Al- 
mighty Creator of all things, would become your pro- 
te&or and defender. 

" Thefe men I commend to your kingly honour ; I 
commit them unto you, defiring you to embrace them 
according to your humanity; for in fo doing, you fhall 
procure to yourfelf grace through faith, and fhall beftow 
on me a benefit worthy of my thanks." 

By means of this the perfecution ended during the 
life of Sapores; but it was again renewed under the 
lives of his fucceffors; the following fufferers being 
the tnoft principal. I 
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Hormifdas, a Perfian nobleman, on being convided 
of profeffing Chriftianity, was ordered to attend the em- 
peror's elephants naked. This ignominious talk he 
performed for fome time, when the emperor one day, 
looking out of a window which commanded the yard 
where the elephants were kept, faw Hormifdas, ^nd per- 
ceived that he was prodigioufly tamed. Determining 
to try him once more, he gave orders that a fhirt 
fhould be put on him, and that he fhould be brought 

As Coon as he came to the imperial throne, the em- 
peror afked him if he would now deny Chrift. .On this 
queftion being put, Hormifdas tore off his fhirt, and 
faid, " If you think I will deny my faith for the fake 
of a fliirt, take your gift again." The emperor, on 
hearing this expreffion, banifhed him from Perfia ; and 
he-died in exile. 

Suenes.a Chriftian noblemah, refufing to deny Chrift, ' 
had his wife taken from him, and given to one of 
the meaneft of the emperor's (laves ; and what added 
to his mortification was, that he was ordered to wait 
upon his wife and the flave, which, at length broke 
his heart, and he died. 

Theodoret, a deacon, was imprifoned for the fpace 
of two years, and being releafed, was ordered not to 
preach the doctrine of Chrift. Difregarding, however, 
the order, he did his utmoll to propagate the gofpel of 
Chrift ; for which being feized upon, he was miferably 
tormented,. by having [harp reeds thruft under his nails^ 
and then a knotty branch of a tree wasforcedup hisbody, 
and he expired in the molt excruciating agony. 

Bademus, a Chriftian of Mefopotamia, gave away his 
fortune to the poor, and determined to devote his life to 
religious retirement. This inoffenfive Chriftian, toge- 
ther with feven others, were feized upon and cruelly 
tortured for being Chriftians, and above all for their 
charity. The feven Chriftians, who were apprehended 
with Bademus, received the crown of martyrdom, though 
the particular manner is not recorded : and Bademus 
himfelf, after having been four months in prifon, was 
brought to the place of execution, and beheaded by 
Narfes, an apoftate Chriftian, who was ordered to act 
as the executioner of this worthy man, in order to con- 
vince the emperor that he was fincere in the renuncia^ 
tion of the truth. 

•■>- t ■ aa-gg->^c=B= n ... 

A full and particular Account of the Persecutions undet 
the Arian Heretics. 

ARIUS, a native of Lybia, and a prieft of Alexan- 
dria, was the author of the Arian herefy, and in 
A. D. 318, began to publifh his errors. He was con- 
demned by a council oftheLybian and Egyptian bifhops, 
and that fentence was confirmed by the council of Nice, 
A. D. 325. After the death of Conftantine the Great, 
the Arians found means to ingratiate themfelves into 
the favour of Conftantius, his fon and fucceffor in the 
Eaft; and hence a perfecution was raifed againft the 
orthodox bifhop and clergy. The celebrated Athana- 
fius, and other bifHops, were banifhed, and their fees 
filled with Arians. 

Thirty bifhops were martyred in Egypt and Lybia, 
and many other Chriftians cruelly tormented; and, A. D. 
336, George, the Arian, bifhop of Alexandria, under the 
authority of the emperor, began a perfecution in that 
city, and it's environs, and carried it on with the mod 
infernal feverity. He was aflifted in his diabolical ma- 
lice by Catophonius, governor of Egypt ; Sebaftian, ge- 
neral of the Egyptian forces; Fauftinus, the treafurer; 
and a Roman officer, named Heraclius. 

So great was this perfecution, that the clergy were 
driven from Alexandria, their churches were fhut, 
and the feverities praclifed by the Arian heretics were 
as great as thofe that had been praclifed by the Pagan 
idolaters. If amari accufed of being a Chriftian, made 
his ercape, then his whole family were maffacred, and 
his effects forfeited. 

Now the orthodox Chriftians, being deprived of all 
places 
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places of public worfhip in the city of Alexandria, ufed 
to perform their devotions in a defert place at fome 
diftance from it. Affembling for this purpofe on a Tri- 
nity-Sunday, George, the Arian bifhop, engaged Sebaf- 
tian, the general, to fall upon them with his foldiers, 
while they were at prayers. On this occafion feveral fell 
a facrifice to the popular fury of the troops, and re- 
ceived the crown of martyrdom for no other offence 
than performing neceffary acts of piety. The modes 
of cruelty were various, and the degrees different ; 
for they were beaten over their faces till all their fea- 
tures were disfigured ; then they were lafhed with twigs 
of palm trees newly cut, with fuch violence, that they 
expired under the blows, or by the mortification of the 
wounds and bruifes. 

Several, whofe lives had been fpared, were, however, 
banifhed to the deferts of Oafis, where they fuffered un- 
fpeakable hardfhips; but their exile admitted of their 
indulgence of the moll pious thoughts, and their forrows 
were of a falutary nature. 

Secundus, an orthodox prieft, differing in point of 
doctrine from a prelate of the fame name ; the bifhop, 
who had imbibed all the heretical opinions of Arianifm, 
determined to put Secundus to death, for rejecting opi- 
nions which he had thought proper to embrace. Taking 
one Stephen with him, who was as much an Arian as 
himfelf, they fought out Secundus privately, and being 
unable to make him change his opinion, they fell upon 
and murdered him: when the holy martyr, juft before 
he expired, called upon Chrift to receive his foul, and 
to forgive his enemies. 

Diffatisfied with the cruelties exercifed upon the 
orthodox Chriftians in Alexandria, the principal perfecu- 
tors applied to the emperor for an o.rder to banifli them 
from Egypt and Lybia, and to put their churches into 
pofleffion of the Arians. 

Having obtained their requeft, an order was fent for 
that purpofe to Sebaftian, the commander in chief of 
the Roman forces in thofe provinces. 

When the general received the order, he fignified 
the emperor's pleafure to all the fub-governors and offi- 
cers, and commanded, that the mandate fhould be im- 
mediately put into execution. Hence a great number 
of the clergy were feized, and imprifoned for examina- 
tion; when it appearing that they adopted the opinions 
of Athanafius, an order was figned for their banifhment 
into the molt wild, uncultivated, and defert places. 
Thus were the orthodox clergy ufed, and many of the 
laity were condemned to the mines, or compelled to 
work in the quarries. Some few indeed efcaped to 
other countries, and feveral were weak enough to re- 
nounce their faith, in order to avoid' the feverities of 
the perfecutors. 

Paul, the bifhop of Conftantinople, was a Macedo- 
nian by birth, and was defigned, from his birth, for 
a clerical life. When Alexander the predeceffor of 
Paul was on his death bed, he was confulted by fome 
of the clergy on the choice of a fucceffor: when, we 
are informed, he told them, " That if they were dif- 
pofed to choofe a perfon of an exemplary life, unex- 
ceptionable character, and thoroughly capable of in- 
ftru&ing the people, Paul was the man j who, though 
young, had all the prudence and gravity of more ad- 
vanced age ; but if they had rather have a perfon of a 
well-compofed appearance, acquainted with worldly 
affairs, and fit for the conversation of a court, they 
might then choofe Macedonius, who had all the proper 
qualifications." Macedonius was a deacon in the church 
of Conftantinople, in which office he had fpent many 
years, and gained great experience ; and the dying pre- 
late did both him and Paul juftice in their different cha- 
racters. Neverthelefs the Arians.with their accuftomed 
difingenuoufnefs, gave out, that Alexander had bellowed 
great commendations on Macedonius for fanclity, and 
had only given Paul the reputation of eloquence, and 
a capacity for bufinefs: it is true, indeed, he was a maf- 
ter in the art of fpeaking and perfuading ; but the fequel 
of his life and fufferingsfufficiently evinced the abfurdity 
of their deeming him a man formed for the world : 
for, after fome Itruggle, the orthodox carried their 
3 



pointi and Paul was confecrated accordingly, y 
ever, Macedonius, being greatly offended at this pre ". 
ference, did his utmoft to calumniate the new bifli op " 
and was very fevere upon his moral character; but not 
gaining ahy belief, he dropped the charge, and recon 
ciled himfelf to Paul. This, however, was not the cafe 
with Eufebius of Nicomedia, who refumed the accufa. 
tions under two heads, which were as follow: 

1. " That he had led a diforderly life before liij 
confecration. 

2. " That he had been placed in the fee of Conftan- 
tinople without the confent of the bifhops of Nicome- 
dia and Heraclea, two metropolitans, who ought to 
have been confuked upon that occafion." 

Eufebius, to fupport thefe accufations, procured the 
emperor's authority, by reprefentingj that Paul having 
been chofen during the abfence of Conftantius, the im- 
perial dignity had been infulted. This artifice f uc . 
ceeded, and Paul being depofedj Eufebius was placed 
in his ftead. 

Thus Paul having loft all his authority in the Eaft, re- 
tired to the territories of Conftarls, in the Weft, where 
he was well received by the orthodox prelates and clergy. 
At Rome he vifited Athanafius, and aflifted at a council 
held therej by Julius, the bifhop of that fee. Letters 
being written by this council to the eaftern prelates, 
Paul returned to Conftantinople, but was not reftored 
to his bifhopric till the death of Eufebius. The Arians, 
however, conftituting Macedonius their bifliop, by the 
title of bifhop of Conftantinople, a fedition, and a 
kind of civil war enfued, in which many were de- 
ftroyed. 

Conftantius, the emperor, who was then at Antioch, 
hearing of thefe matters, laid the whole blame upon 
Raul, and ordered that he fhould be driven from Con- 
ftantinople. Hermogenes, the officer who had received 
the emperor's order, attempted in vain to put it into 
execution ; for the orthodox Chriftians riling in de- 
fence of Paul, Hermogenes was killed in a i'cuflle that 
confequently arofe. 

Now this tranfafclion greatly exafperated the emperor, 
who left Antioch, though in the depth of winter, and 
immediately returned to Conftantinople, with a defign 
to punifh the Chriftians feverely. But their fub- 
miflion and entreaties foftened him, and he con- 
tented himfelf with banifhing Paul and fufpending 
Macedonius. 

Hereupon Paul retired again to the territories of Con- 
ftans, implored the protection of that emperor, and, by 
his interceffion, was again vefted in his fee. On this 
occafion, we are informed, that " his re-eftablifhment 
did but exafperate his enemies, who were at that time 
conftantly employed, both in fecret and open attempts 
againft his life, againft which the affections of his peo- 
ple were his only fecurity 5 and being convinced that 
the emperor had no other motive for allowing his flay 
at Conftantinqple, but the dread of difobliging his bro- 
ther, Paul could not think himfelf wholly reftored to 
his bifhopric,. while things were in this fituation ; and 
being very much concerned atwhat the orthodox bifhops 
fuffered from the power and malice of the Arian faction, 
joined Athanafius, who was then in Italy, in foliciting 
a general council." 

Accordingly a council was held at Sardica, in Illy- 
rium, in the year 347, at which were prefent one hun- 
dred bifhops of the weftern, and feventy-three of the 
eaftern empire. But difagreeing in many points, the 
Arian bifhopsof the Eaft retired to Philippolis.inThrace; 
and forming a meeting there, they termed it the council 
of Sardica. From which place they pretended to iffue 
out an excommunication agaijaft Julius, bifhop ofRome; 
Paul, bifhop of Conftantinople ; Athanafius, bifliop of 
Alexandria; and feveral other prelates.. 

The emperor Conftans died, A. D. 350, which gave 
the Arians frefh courage, and they immediately applied 
. to the emperor Conftantius, who being an Arian in 
his heart, wrote an order to the prefect Philip, to re- 
move Paul from the bifhopric of Conftantinople, and 
banifh him again, to reflate Macedonius. 

Being. 
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Being exiled, to Cucucus, he was confined in a. final!., 
loathfome, dank dungeon, where he was kept fix d.ays. 
without food, and then ftrangled. • He met death with 
fortitude, as he was always perfectly refigned in mif- 
fortunes, and convinced of the vanity of this tranfitocy 

At this time, the Arian party prevailing, made Gref 
gory of Cappadocia,. a very obfeure perlbn, bifhop oiF 
Alexandria, after having depofed Athanafius for his 
ftrift adherence to the orthodox faith. In the accom- 
plifhment of this affair, they were afiifted by Philagcrius; 
the governor of Egypt, who was anapoftate, and who 
fufFered them tocomroitall mannerof outrages. Hence 
arming themfelves'with fwords, clubs, &c. they broke 
into one of the principal churches of Alexandria, where 
great numbers of orthodox Chriltians were affembled at 
their devotions; and falling upon them in a moft barba- 
rous manner, without the leaft refpect.to (ex or age, the 
principal part of them were deftroyed. 

A venerable bifhop of Heraclea, named Potamo, 
who had formerly loft one of his eyes in Dioclefian's 
perfecution, fell a martyr iipon this occafion ; being To 
cruelly fcourged and beaten that his wounds occafidned 
his death. 

Now the Arian mob broke ipto many places, public 
and private, under a pretence of fearchvng for Athanai 
fius, and committed innumerable butcheries arid bar- 
barities ; robbing orphans, plundering the houfes of 
widows, dragging devoted virgins to private places to 
be the facrifices of luft ; imprifonipg the clergy, burn- 
ing churches and dwelling-houfes belonging to ortho- 
dox Chriftians, befides other enormous cruelties. 



A full and particular Account of the Persecution 
Under Julian the Afoflate. 

J' ULIAN, the Apoftate, as he was commonly called! 
was the fori of Julius Conftantius, and the nephett 
Conftantine the Great. He ftudied' the rudiments of 
, grammar under the infpecVion of Mardonius an eunuch', 
and an heathen of Conftantinople. His father fent'him 
fome time after to Nicomedia, to be inftruQed W the 
Chriftian religion; by the bifhop Eufebius; his kinfmari ; 
but his principles were corrupted by the pernicious doci- 
trines of Maximus the magician, arid Ecebolius the 



In the year 361 Conftantiusdied, arid Julian fucceed- 
ed him, and had no fooner attained the imperial dignity, 
than he renounced Chriftianity, and embraced PaganifnY, 
which had for fome years fallen into great difreputel 
He again reftored idolatrous worfliip, by openingthe 
fcveral temples that had been fh.ut up, rebuilding fuch 
as were deftroyed, and ordering the magiftrates and 
people to follow his example. He; however, made no 
public edi£ls againft Chriftianity, but tried to do that 
privately which other emperors had : done openly. ' He 
recalled all banifhed' Pagans, allowed the free exercife 
of religion to every feci:, but deprived all Chriftians of 
offices at court, in the magiftracy, orin the army. He 
was chafte, temperate, vigilant, laborious, and feem- 
ingly pious, fo that by his hypocrify and pretended vir- 
tues he for a time did rnore mifchief to Chriftianity, than 
the moft profligate libertine of his pr'edeceffo'rs. Thus 
he attempted to undermine Chriftianity by artifice in- 
ftead of expelling it by force ; and to make his'meafures 
the more' effe&ual, he prohibited any Chriftian from 
keeping a fchool or public feminaryof learning,- and de- 
prived' all the Chriftian clergy of the privileges which 
Conftantine the Great had granted them. 

Accordingly, this perfecution was more dangerous 
than any of the former, as Julian aimed to fap the foun- 
dations of Chriftianity, in'ftead of attacking the fuper- 
ftruEture ; and" under the mafk of clemency, prafcYifed 
the greateft cruelty, in wifhing todelude mariy thoufands 
of their true belief. 

' . Thus the Chriftian faith was in more danger of being 
fubverted "than it ever had been before, by the means of 
a monarch j at once' witty and wicked, learned arid hy- 
72. ' 



pocritical ; who, at firft, made his attempts, not by 
the means of fire, fword, arid poifon, but by flattering 
gifts, and favours ; not by ufing racks, and. tortures, but 
by bellowing offices and dignities ; and tljen, by pro- 
hibiting Chriftian I'chopls, he compelled the children of 
the gofpel either to. become idolaters or remain illiterate. 

Among other methods taken by Julian were, to order 
that Chriftians might be treated cold,l.y upon alt occal 
fions, and in all parts of the empire, and. to Gmplov; 
feveral witty perfons to turn them, and their principles, 
into ridicule. Many werelikewife martyred in his reign ; 
for though he did not publicly perfecute them himfelf, 
he connived at their being murdered by his governors 
and officers; and though he affeElcd never to patronize 
them for their murders, he never offered to punifh them 
for their delinquency. We fhall recount the names, 
fufferings, and martyrdoms of fuch as have been tranf- 
mitted to the prefent times, that their example may in- 
fpire fortitude, andtheirlives give to mankind in general 
a ufeful leffon. 1 

Firft, by his oppofition to Arianifm, Bafil made him- 
felf famous, which brought upon him the vengeance of 
the Arian bifhop of Conftantinople, who iffued Out an. 
order to prevent his preaching. He continued, however, 
to perform his duty at Ancy-ra, the capital of Galalia. 
Enraged at his orthodox and manly proceeding, his 
enemies accufed him of being an incendiary, and a 
difturberof the public peace • the monarch, however, 
was too intent on an expedition to Perfia, to take notice 
of the accufation, and their malice at that time was 
wholly fruftrated. . 

Now Bafil continued to preach ftrenuoufly againft 
the idolatry of Paganifm on the one hand, and the errors 
of Arianifm on the other : and earneftly exhorted the 
people to ferve Chrift, in the purity of fakb, and fer- 
vency of truth. By this conduft, both heathens' an4 
Arians were exafperated againft him, and appeared 
equally defirous of accomplifhing his ruin. 

One day meeting with a number of Pagans going in _ 
proceffion to a facrifice, he boldly expreffed his abhor- " 
rence of fuch idolatrous proceedings, and inveighed 
againft fuch abfurd worfhip, at once in a manly and 
decent manner. This freedom caufed the people. to 
feize him, and carry him before Saturninus, the gover- 
nor, where they brought three accufations againft him, 
viz. Reviling the gods, abufing the emperor, and dif- 
turbing the city's peace. 
.. Haying heard thefe accufations, which were equally 
malicious as groundlefs, Saturninus defired tq Know, his 
fentiments from his own mouth ; when rinding him a 
ftrenupus. Chriftian, he ordered him firft to be put tq the 
rack, and then committed to prifon.' 

Hereupon the governor wrote an account pf his pro- 
ceedings to. the emperor, who was at this time very bufy 
in eftablifhing the worfliip pf Cybele, the fifclitioua mo- 
ther of the fabulous deities. , Julian, upon receiving 
the letter, fent Pagofus and Elpidius, two apoftates, to 
Ancyra, the city where Bafil was confined, to employ 
both promil'es and threats to engage him to renounce bis 
■ faith, and in cafe of their failure, to give him up totally 
to the power of the governor ; for it was the policy of Ju- 
lian to appear all moderation and clemency, and to, fuf- 
fer others, as much as ppflible, to feem the oltenfible 
perfons in ads of cruelty. In this affair, however, 
a future circumftance made the emperor forego his 
uftial policy, and facrifice his affefted mercy to his 
refentment and rage. 

In, vain the emperor's agents tampered with Bafil by 
means of promifes, threats, and racks; he was firm in 
the faith, and remained in prifoh to undergo fome other 
fufferings when the emperor came to Ancyra by meer 
accident. , 

As foon as the people knew of Julian's approach, 
they met him in grand proceffion, andprefented to him 
their idol, the goddefs Hecate. The two agents then 
gave the emperor an account of what Bafil had fufFer- 
ed, and how firm he had been. Julian, oh this, de- 
termined to examine Bafil himfelf, when that holy 
man being brought before him, the emperor did every 
9 X thing 
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thing in his power to diffuade him from perfevering in 
the faith. Bafil not only continued as firm as ever, but 
with a prophetic fpirit, foretold the death of the empe- 
ror, and that he fliould be tormented in the other world. 

Provoked at what he heard, Julian loft his ufual affec- 
tation of clemency, and told Bafil, in great anger, that 
though he had an inclination to pardon him at firft, yet 
he had now put it out of his power to fave his life, by 
the infolence of his behaviour. He then commanded, 
that the body of Bafil fliould be torn every clay in feven 
different parts, till his (kin and flefhwcre entirely mang- 
led. This inhuman fentence was executed with rigour, 
and the martyr expired under it's feverities, A. D. 362, 
on the 28th day of June. 

About the fame time, Donatus, bifliop of Arezzo, 
and Hilarinus, a hermit, fullered for the faith ; the firft 
being beheaded, and the latter fcourged to death. 

One Gordian, a Roman magiftratc, having a Chrif- 
tian before him for examination, was fo charmed with 
the confeffion of his lakh, that he not only dilcharged 
the prifoner, but became himfelf a Chriftian. This fo 
enraged the Roman pr<cfc&, that he ordered him to be 
fcourged and beheaded ; which fentence was in the 
year 362 executed. 

Twobrothers.namedjohnand Paul, ofa good family, 
andinhigh offices under the emperor, on being accufed 
of profeffing Chriftianity, were deprived of their pods; 
and allowed ten days to confider, whether they would 
renounce their faith and be promoted, or retain their 
faith and be martyred? Making choice of the latter 
alternative, they were both, A. D. 362, beheaded. 

Arteroius, commander in chief of the Roman forces 
in Egypt, being a Chriftian, had two charges exhibited 
againlt him, by the Pagans, as follow : 

1. That he ; had formerly demolifhcd fevcral idols in 
the reign of Conftantine the Great. , 

2. That he had affifted the bifhop of Alexandria in 
plundering the temples. 

Julian, who was then at Antioch, on the exhibition 
of thele charges, ordered the general to repair thither, 
in orderto anfwer to them. On Artemiu;' 1 
owned the charges, and his faith : when h< 
prived of his commiffion, then of his eftate, and 1 
all beheaded. 

One Caffian, a fchool-mafterof Imola, intheproi 
of Romagna, for refuting to facrifice to the idols, was 
hurried before the judge ; who being apprized of his 
profeffion, and informed that many of the boys had an 
avcrfion to him on account of the ftrianefs with which 
he kept them to their ftudies, determined that they 
fliould have permiffion to murdertheir mailer. He was 
accordingly delivered, with his hands tied behind him, 
to the boys, who fell upon him with rods, whips, flicks, 
and ftiles, or the fteel pencils-which were then ufed in 
•writing, and murdered him. This Angular martyrdom 
happened A. D. 362, on the 13th of Auguft. 

Maximilian and Bonofus, two officers of the Hercu- 
lean guards, upon Julian's taking away Conftantine the 
Great's ftandard of the crofs of Chrili, threw up their 
commiffions. Being apprehended on account of their 
faith, they were carried before the governor of the Eaft, 
who commanded them to facrifice to the gods, and obey 
the emperor's orders ; but they replied, that as they were 
no longer his foldiers, but the foldiers of Chrift, they 
would do neither. The governor then had them fepa- 
rately examined, and finding them as inflexible when 
afunder, as when together, he ordered Bonofus to be 
beaten with whips that had leaden bullets at the ends of 
the thongs, and Maximilian to be fcourged alfo. 

When remanded back to prifon, they were allowed 
nothing but bread and water for fubfiltence, and the 
bread was marked with the feal of the emperor, the 
imprcffi'on of which was an idol ; on which account 
they refufed to eat it. They were foon afterwards 
again examined, and then beheaded according to the 
fentence pronounced upon them. 

Bibiana was the daughter or Flavian and Dafrofa, 
two Chriftians. Flavian, her father, held a confiderable 
poft under the government, but being banifhed for his 
faith, died in exile. Dafrofa, her mother, was, for the 



.s firft dc 



fame reafon, order to be ftarved ; but Apronianus, 
governor of Rome, thinking her too long in dying, 
had her beheaded immediately. 

Now Bibiana, and her filler Demetria, after the death 
of their parents, were dripped of all their effeas, and 
being brought before the governor, were ordered to tq'. 
nounce tlieir religion. Demetria fuddenly dropped 
down dead in the governor's prefence, and Bibiana re. 
folutely refufed to rcnounceher faith, on which account 
Ihe was fcourged to death, A. D. 362, on the 2d of Dec. 

About the latter end of the year 363, the perfecution 
raged dreadfully; but as many of the particulars have 
not been handed down to us.it is neceffary to remarkin 
general, that in Paleftine many were burnt alive, others 
were dragged by their feet through the ftreets naked till 
they expired; fome were fcalded to death, many ftoned, 
and great numbers had their brains beaten out with 
clubs. In Alexandria innumerable were the martyrs 
who luffer-ed by the fword, burning, crucifixion, and 
being ftoned. In Arethufa, feveral were ripped open, 
and corn being putinto their bellies, fwine were brought 
to feed therein, who, in devouring the grain, likewife 
dovoured the entrails of the martyrs ; and, in Thrace, 
Emilianus was burnt at a (take ; and Domitius murdered 
in a cave, whither he had (led for concealment. 

Likewife, Theodorus, for his faith, and linging the 
praifes of God, was apprehended and put to the tortures 
of a martyr, though not to death. After being taken 
from the rack, he was afked how he could fo patiently 
endure fuch exquifite tortures? To which he returned 
this remarkable reply : " At the firft I felt fome pain, 
but afterwards there appeared to ftarid by me a young 
man, who wipjsdjthc fwcat from my face, and frequent- 
ly refrefhed me with cold water, which fo delighted mc, 
that I regretted being let down from the rack." 

Marcus, bilhop of Arethufa, having deftroyed a 
Pagan temple in that city, erected a Chriftian church in 
it's room, on which account he was accufed to Julian, 
the emperor, as a Chriftian. Being apprehended, his 
perfecutors had no refpeB to his venerable perfon, but 
ftripping him naked, moft cruelly beat him. He was 
then thrult into a filthy jake, or fink, till he was almoft 
fuffocated ; afterwards he was goaded with {harp pointed 
Hicks ; and laftly, he was hung up in a bafket in the 
heat of the fun, after having been fmeared all over with 
honey, in order to be tormented to death by wafps. 
As foon as he was hung up, thev afked him ir he would 
rebuild their temple ? To which he anfwered, that he 
would neither rebuild it nor advance a fingle doit to- 
wards it's being rebuilt ; upon which they left him, and 
he fell a martyr to the dreadful ftings of thofe trouble- 
fome and tormenting infeas. 

Alfo Maxentiusand Juventius, two Chriftian officers, 
were put to death for reproving the emperor, on ac- 
count of his idolatries;' but the manner of their deaths 
is not afcertaincd. 

Now wc fhalt enter upon fome detached particulars 
neceffary to be preferved, arid finifh this account with 
the conclufion of the perfecutions under Julian the 
apoflate. 

When Julian intended an expedition againfl the 1 cr- 
fians, hefet a large fine upon every one who re! ufed to 
facrifice to the idols, and by that means got a great fiun 
from the Chriftians towards defraying his expences. 

Many of the officers in collcaing thefe fines, exaBcd 
more than their due, and fome of them tortured the 
Chriftians to make them pay whatthcy demanded, at the 
fame lime telling them in derifion, " that when they 
were injured, they ought to take it patiently, lor lo 
their God had commanded them." 

The inhabitants of Csefarea were fined three hundred 
weight of gold, and feveral of the clergy obliged w 
ferve in the wars, as a punifhment for having over- 
thrown the temples of Jupiter, Fortune, and Apollo. 

The governor at Metis, in Phrygia, having cleanlca 
and opened a Pagan temple, the Chriftians in the mgUC 
broke in, and demolifhed the idols. ' Next day the go- 
vernor.ordered all Chriftians that accidently camein.tnc 
way to be feized, that he might make examples 0 
, them, and by this means was going to execute ievera 
innocent 
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innocent perfons. But thofe who really perpetrated 
the fact, being too noble and jult in their fentiments to 
i'uffer Rich an injuftice, voluntarily delivered them- 
felvcs up; when they were firft of all fcourged fevere- 
lv, and then put upon gridirons and broiled to death. 
' This wicked emperor, Julian the apoftate, died of a 
wound which he received in his Perfian expedition, 
A. D. 363, and even while expiring, uttered the molt 
horrid hlafpheniies. He was luccecded by Jovian, who 
rcltored peace to the church. 

Valentinian, after the deccafe of Jovian, fucceeded to 
the empire, and aflbciatcd to hitnfelf Valens, who had 
the command in the Eall. 

This Valens was a great favourer of Arianifm, and fo 
cenl'ed againlt the Chriltians, that he ordered, on a cer- 
tain day, all of them in Edefla to be {lain, while they 
were at their devotions in their churches. The officers, 
however, being more companionate than the emperor, 
privately gave notice to the Chritlians not to aflemble on 
the day appointed, fo that they might efcape death, and 
tlicml'elves be excufed for non-performance of duty. 

Molt gratefully the Chriltians thanked the officers for 
their advice, but difregarded both that and die emperor's 
menaces, fooner than they would negle£t their duty. They 
accordingly repaired to church, and the troops being com- 
pelled, by the pofitivenefs of the command, were put in 
motion to deftroy them. As they marched along, a woman, 
with achild in her arms, broke through the ranks, when the 
clRcerordered her to be brought before him, and afked her 
whither fhe was going ? She replied, to church, whither 
others were making all the hafte they could. ' " Have ye 
not heard, fays tbeofficer, of the cmperor'sordcr, to put to 
death all who are found there ?" "I have, faid (lie, and for 
thatcaufe I make the more hafte." "And whither, faid the 
officer-, doyouleadthatchild?" "Itakehim, repliedfhe, 
with me, that he alio may be reckoned in the number of 
tbemarty rs." Upon this the humane officer returned to the 
emperor, and told him that all the Chritlians were prepared 
to die in defence of their faith, and rcprefented to him how 
rafti it would be to murder fo- great a multitude, and 
entreated the emperor to drop the defign, at leaft for the 
prefent, with which he at length complied. 

Urbanus, Menedemus, and Theodorus, with feveral 
other orthodox clergymen, to the number of fourfcore, 
at Conftantinople, petitioned the emperor, in a mod 
humble manner, to relieve them from the oppreflions, 
perfections, and cruelties of the Arians. But the ty- 
rant, inftead of redreffing their grievances, ordered 
them all to be embarked in a (hip, and the (hip let fire 
to ; when this infernal. and inhuman order being exe- 
cuted, they all perifhed in the flames. 

■■■■ a ^ ■.■■■B'-.Ke= =- D -.- 

A fall and particular Account of the Persecutions 
of the Christians by the Goths, &c. 

SEVERAL. Scythian Goths having embraced Chrifti- 
anity about the time of Conllantine the Great, 
the light of the gofpel fpread itfelf confiderably in Scy- 
thia, though the two kings who ruled that country, and 
the majority of the people, continued Pagans. Frite-. 
gem, king of the Weft Goths, was an ally to the Ro- 
mans ; but Athanarick, king of the Eatt Goths, was at 
war with them. The Chriltians, in the dominions of the 
former, lived unmolefted, but the latter, having been 
defeated by the Romans, wreaked his vengeance on his 
Chriftian people. 

One Sabas, a worthy Chriftian, upon this occafion, 
was one who felt the enraged king's mifplaced refent- 
mcnt. Sabas was humble and humane, mild andmodeft, 
yet fervent in worfhip, and zealous for the advancement 
of the church. Remarkable for his contempt of riches, 
and lingular in fhunning every fenfual enjoyment ; the 
fanclity of his life, and the purity of his manners were 
fuch, as gave the greatefl force to his doctrines. .He 
convinced the rational, and confounded the obdurate : 
hence he became, at once, famous for his doctrines and 
piety. 

In the year 370, Athanarick gave orders, that all 



perfons in his dominions fhould facrifice to the Pagan 
deities, and eat the meat which had been offered to the 
idols, or be put to death for difobedience. Some hu- 
mane Pagans, who had Chriftian relations, endeavoured, 
to faye them by offering them meat which had not recei-; 
ved the idolatrous confederation, while the magiftrates 
were to be impofed on, and made to believe that all had 
been done according to their direction. But Sabas too 
well knew St. Paul's principles, to imagine that the fin 
lay in eating : he knew that fcandalizing the weak, and 
giving the enemies of the faith an advantage over them, 
was all that made that acLion criminal in Chriflians, nei- 
ther of which conf'equenccs would have been avoided by 
this difguife. He not only refufed to comply with what 
was propofed to him, but publicly declared, that thofe 
who fheltered themTclves under that artifice, were not 
true and faithful Chriflians. 

Soon after, Sabas was apprehended on account of his. 
faith, and carried before a magiftrate, who inquired into 
his fortune and circumftances. F'inding that what he 
had upon his back was the principal part of what he. 
pofielled, he was difmiffed as a perfon of little or no 
confccjuence. 

Now Sabas went to fpend the enfuing Eafter with 
Sanfala, a Chriftian prielt of great piety : they lived in 
great tranquillity for three days, but on the third night 
they were both feized by a party of foldiers. The prieft. 
was allowed to drel's himfelf, and to ride, but Sabas was 
obliged to leave his clothes behind him, and to walk-; 
and, during the journey, they drove him through thorns 
and briars, beating him with great violence almoft con- 
tinually. This cruelty he bore without a fingle murmur,; 
and in the evening they extended him between two 
beams, fattening his legs 'to the one and his arms to the 
other ; and in that poflure left him for the night, while 
they retired to repofc. The woman of the houfe, how- 
ever, hearinghowillhehad becnufed, wentand rcleafed 
him ; but though he was now at liberty, and hisperfecu- 
tors afleep, he did not avail himfelf of the opportunity, 
to make his efcape. 

On the next morning the perfecutors began to prac- 
tife on thefe two worthy ChriftianSj and tampered with 
them to renounce their religion, and eat the meat con- 
fecrated to the idols. This, however, they jointly re- 
fufed, and pofitively declared, that they were ready to 
meet the moft cruel death, rather than comply with 
fuch dcteftable idolatry. Sanfala was at length difchar- 
ged, and Sabas ordered to be drowned ; which fentence 
wasput into execution, A. D. 372, on the 12th of April. 

Nicetas was of a Gothic extraction, born near the 
banks of the Danube, and though he had been long a 
Chriftian he never met with any moleflation on that ac-; 
count, till the above-mentioned perfecution began by 
Athanarick. That monarch ordered an idol to bedrawn 
about on a chariot, through all the places where the 
Chriflians lived : the chariotftopped at the door of every 
one who proTefied the gofpel, and the Chriftian inhabi- 
tants were ordered to pay it adoration. Upon a refufal, 
the houfe was immediately fet on fire, and all within 
were burnt. This was the cafe with Nicetas, who on 
account of his religion, refufing to. pay, the refpe£l de- 
manded to the idol, had his houfe burnt, and himfelf 
confumcd in it, A. D. 372, September 15. 

The great Eufebius, bilhop of Samofata, makes a 
moll diftinguifhed figure in ecclefiaflical hiftory, and 
was one of the moll eminent champions of Chrifl againfl 
the Arian herefy. The Arians having advanced Mile- 
tas to the fee of Antioch, thinking him of their party, 
the inllrument of his advancement was placed in the care 
of Eufebius. When Miletuspreachedhisfirftfermori,the 
Arians, to their great furpri fe, found they had been greatly 
miftakeninhim.forhisdoarineswereorthodoxandpure. 
Provoked at their difappointment, they perfuaded the 
emperor to difplace him, and likewife to get the inllru- 
ment out of the hands of Eufebius. Miletus was ac- 
cordingly depofed, and the emperor fentto Eufebius to 
deliver the inllrument. Eufebius's anfwer was that he 
could not give up a truft repofed in him by fo great a 
number, without the exprefs confent of allconcerned in 
it. Theemperor, incenfed at this reply, wrote to him 09 
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that fubjca, and affined himhe had commiffioncd the 
bearer of the letter to cut oil' his right hand, if he re- 
filled to furrender the inftrument in queftion; which 
threat was artfully added only to awe him into a compli- 
ance. Eufebius, however, knew the party was capable 
of anv cruelty to promote their caufc ; but, without the 
lealt emotion, offered his hands, and declared he would 
lo(e them both rather than part with lb flagrant a proof 
of Arian injulticc. The emperor could not but be fur- 
prifed at his refolution, and profefled a high eftecm for 
him ever after: fo true it is that virtue can fomctimes 
force even it's declared enemies to love and admire it. 

From this time the Arians looked upon Eufebius as a 
moll dangerous enemy. At the time Jovian reflorcd 
peace to the church, Miletus convened a council ai 
Antioch, which confided of Eufebius, and twenty-fivt 
other prelates, who unanimouflv confirmed the doctrine: 
of the council of Nice. 

Tlie fee of Caifarea having become vacant, EuTebiu! 
was greatly inftrumental in promoting Bafil to it, or 
which occafion Gregory the younger calls him, " The 
pillar of truth, the light of the world, the fortrefs of 
the church, the rule of faith, the fupport of the faith- 
ful, and an inftrument in the hands of God for bellow- 
ing favours on his people." When the Arians were the 
mod vigilant to propagate their hcrely, Eufebius was 
exceedingly affiduous in taking meafures to prevent their 
fuccefs ; and his zeal was always fo governed by the rules 
of prudence, that his attempts feldom failed of fuccefs. 
It was not enough for our excellent prelate to fcrccn his 
own flock from the infults of the common enemy, and 
maintain the faith in it's purity againft all the endeavours 
of fuch as would corrupt the people; but knowing that 
fevcral churches were, by the iniquity of the times, de- 
prived of their parlors, he difguifed himfelf; and thus 
made the tour of Syria, Phoenicia, and Palcfline ; for- 
tified the pure againfl the felicitations of the heretics; 
ordained fevcral priefts and inferior minifters, wherever 
they were wanting; and, when he found any orthodox 
prelates in his travels, afTi (led them in confederating bi~ 
fhops for the ufe of the widowed churches. It was im- 
poffible to conceal the hand that every day gave fome. 
frefh flroke tothe Arian party, and funk their intcreft 
■wherever it was employed ; fo that the emperor, at their 
infligation, granted an order for banifhing him into 
Thrace. He was at Samoiata when the rneflcngcr came 
with this commiflion ; it was late in the evening ; and 
Eufebius, who was very well beloved by his people, 
begged he would make no noifc, but conceal his bufi- 
nefs; "for, fays he, if it takes air, the people will fall 
on you, throw you into the river, and then I fliall be 
charged with your death." Eufebius was calm enough 
to go through'his ufual devotions, and when the night 
was far advanced he left his houfc on foot, attended only 
by one trufty fervant, who carried a pillow and one book 
after him. Thus accommodated he took a boat, and 
went to Zeugma, about feventy miles down the river. 

However, the people next day, miffing Eufebius, and 
hearing which way he was gone, followed in a great 
number of boats, and overtaking would have refcued 
him, at the fame time entreating him with tears in their 
eyes not to abandon them thus. 

This cordiality affefted Eufebius very much, but he 
faid he muft go according to the emperor's order, put- 
ting them in mind of the authority of" St. Paul, for pay- 
ing a due reverence and proper fubmiffion to the civil 
power. Finding they could not prevail, they accom- 
modated him with every thing that could comfort him 
in his journey, and then left him to purfue his way ac- 
cording to' his inclination. 

About this time Thrace was a fcene of confufion, by 
meaps of the war carried on between the Goths and the 
emperor's forces ; and in thefe contefts, the life of Eu- 
febius 'was frequently in danger. The emperor, in order 
to terminate the war with the greater expedition, refolv- 
ed to march agairfft the Goths in perfon ; but firfl to 
engage the' prayers of the Chriflians, he gave peace to 
the churdh of Chrift, and allowed the orthodox prelates 
to return to 'their churches. Thus was Eufebius reftored 
to' his fee, which however he did not long enjoy, for an 
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fupprefs idolatry in his own diocefc, on which account 
his life was in continual danger, till Cynegius, the 
fc-a, arrived with a confidcrablc body of troops, v ' n ; r T 
kept the Pagans in awe. This officer's defign wa' totally 
to abolifh idolatry, to effia which he determined to de 
flroy the temple of Jupiter; he however found this a 
more difficult attempt than he had imagined, f or tl- e 
building was fo ftrong, the flones fo unwieldy, the ce- 
ment fo durable, and the iron cramps fo mafly,' that he 
defpaircd of being able to accomplifh the work: wh tl , 
a poor labouring Chriflian, recommended by Marcellus 
undertook to go through with what the pra-fect had 
given up, and the bufinefs was executed according to 
the following method. 3 

Firfl of all, this perfon examined the fituation of 
the edifice, and finding it furrounded by a gallery, fun. 
ported by ltately pillars, ten yards in circumference he 
judged it would be more to his purpofe to vcakeii'thc 
foundation than pretend to attack the bodv of the build- 
ing direaiy; with this view he dug at the'bottom of the 
faid pillars, and fhored them with timber beams. When 
he had thus undermined three of the mofl confidcrable 
pillars, he fct fire to the wood, which burning afunder, 
the pillars fell, and drew twelve more with "them, and 
brought down one whole fide of the building; upon 
which the people flocked together from all parts of th* 
- —id praifed God, who had thus triumphed over 



Now the bifhop and prajfea continued deftroying a 
great number of idol temples, when being at a town 
called Aulo upon this bufinefs, while the troops were 
bufy in demolilhing the buildings, fome Pagans privately 
feized upon the bifhop, and burnt him, A. D. 393. 
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THE Arian Vandals pairing from Spain to Africa in 
the fifth century, Under their leader Gcnferic, com- 
mitted the mofl unheard-of cruelties. They pcrlecutcd 
the Chriflians wherever they came, and even laid wade, 
the country as they paffed, that the Chiiitians left 
behind, who had efcaped them, might not be able to 
live for want of fuflcnancc. They plundered the 
churches, and murdered the bifhops and minillers by 
a variety of tortures. In particular, they poured (link- 
ing oil and vinegar down the throats of fome till they 
expired; fuffocatcd others by filling their mouths with 
mud, and martyred many by ftrctching their limbs with 
cords till the veins burft, and finews cracked. They 
alio wreaked their vengeance on feveral of the clergy 
and nobility, whom they loaded with heavy burdens; 
and obliged them to carry their baggage ; and if they 
did not travel fait enough, they pricked them on with 
fharp goads, infomuch that fevcral died under their bur- 
dens. Reverend grey hairs found no inllances of mercy, 
" id guiltlefs infants felt the rage of their barbarity, 
ately buildings were burned or levelled with the earth: 
id the chief churches in Carthage employed in their 
ra heretical worfhip, or put to prophanc ufes ; and 
where any caftlcs held out againft them, they brought 
great numbers of Chriflians, and flew them, leaving llu-ii 
dead bodies lying under the walls, that the beficged might 
be forced to furrender on account of the offenfive flench 

When, they had feized and plundered the city of Car- 
thage, they put the bifhop, and all the clergy, into a 
leaky fljip, and committed it to the mercy of the waves, 
thinking that they mud all perifh of courfe; but the vcl- 
fel arr ived Cafe at Naples through the Divine Providence. 

Several, orthodox Chriflians were beaten, 1'courgcd, 
and banifhed to Capfur, where it pleafcd God to make 
them, die means of converting maD\ of the Moors to 
Chriftianity; 



T he PERSECUTIONS of th e CHRISTIANS under the ARIAN VANDALS. 85; 



he lent orders, that ihev and their new converts fhould 
be tied by the feet to chariots, and dragged about till 
tJicy were dallied in piecemeal. 

j'ampinian, the bifhop of Manfuetcs, was tortured 
to death with plates of hot iron; the bifhop .if L'rice 
was burnt; the bifliop of Habeni'a was banifhed, for 
rcfufing to deliver up the facrcd books which were in 
his polfeffioii; and a whole congregation, who were af- 
fembled in a ch'urch at their devotions, together with 
the clergyman who was preaching to them, were mur- 
dered by thefe barbarians breaking in upon them, and 
esercifing the moft indifcriminate cruelties. 

Gcnieric, the Vandalian tyrant, having made an 
expedition into Italy, and plundered the city of Rome, 
returned to Africa, flufhed with the fuccel's of his 
arms. The Arians took this occafion to perfuade 
him to perfecute the orthodox Chriftians, as they 
allured him that they were liable friends to the people 
•of Rome. 

Like-wife, Armogaflus felt the rage of this perfec- 
tion ; Victor, the learned bifhop of Vita, who was 
perfonallvacquaintcd with Armogaflus, and who like- 
wife wrote the hiflory of this perfection, informs us, 
that " his legs were tied, and his forehead bound 
with cords feveral times; which, though applied with 
no gentle hand, made not the lead impreflion on his 
flefh, nor left any mark on Lis fkin. After this, he 
was hung up by one foot ; but in that poflurc feemed as 
much at his cafe as if reputed on a foft bed. Thcodo- 
ric, one of the king's fons, finding all attempts on his 
life had hitherto proved unfucccfsful, ordered his head 
to be f hue k off. But Jocundus, an Arian pricft, dif- 
fuaded him from that resolution, by telling him it would 
be much belter to deltroy him by flow and imperceptible 
means, and wear him out by degrees ; whereas a violent 
death would procure him die reputation of a martyr 
among thofe of his own opinion, which could be of no 
fervice to the oppofite caufc. The prince fent him to 
the mines, and fome time after removed hirrt to a place 
near Carthage, where he was employed in looking after 
cattle. While Armogaflus was thus engaged, be grew 
exceeding ill, and imagining that the end of his labours 
was near, he communicated his thoughts to Felix, 
a virtuous Chriilian, employed in that prince's fer- 
vice. From him he received fome confolation j but 
his difordcr incrcafing daily foon deprived him of life, 
and he was buried by Felix according to his own 
defire." 

There was a devout Chriftian, Archinimus, upon 
whom all manner of artifices were employed in vain, to 
make him renounce his faith. At length Genferic him- 
felf undertook to perfuade him, but finding his endea- 
vours ineffeaual, he palled fentence upon him to be be- 
headed. He, however, privately ordered the executioner 
to really perform his ofhce.if the prifoner feemed intimi- 
dated and afraid; " for then (Taid he) the crown of mar- 
tyrdom will be loft to him; but if be Items courageous, 
and willing to die (continued the king) llrike not the 
ftrokc, for I do not intend that he fhall have the honour 
of being deemed a martyr." The cxccutioncr.when they 
cametotheplaceappointed, finding Archinimus refolvcd, 
and happy in the thought of dying for the fake of Chrilt, 
brought him back again unhurt. He was foon after 
this banifhed, and never heard of more, though it is 
conjectured that he was murdered privately by the king's 
order, as he thought the glory of dying publicly for 
the faith too great an honour.' 

Eugenius, bifliop of Carthage, was eminent for his 
learning and piety, which brought upon him the hatred 
of the'Arians in general, who took great pains to fet 
the king I-Iuncric againft him and the orthodox Chrif- 
tians. In this infamous defire they fucceeded but too 
well, for he banifhed above five thoufand into a dread- 
ful defcrt, where many perifhed through hunger, or 
the inclemency of the weather. Being bent on 
perfceuting the whole body of the orthodox Chriftians, 
he fern an cdia to Eugenius, which he commanded 
that he fhould read in the cathedral on Afccnfion-Dav, 
A. D. 4 8 3 . 



By this cdia it was ordered that all the orthodox 
bifhops fhould meet at Carthage on the firft of the en- 
fuing February, for the purpofe of difputing with the 
Arian prelates; the king's flratagem evidently appeared 
to Eugenius, and feveral other bifhops, particularly to 
Victor, bifliop of Vita, the learned author of the ori- 
ginal account of this perfection ; for they well knew 
that he artfully meant to cltablifh Arianifm under the 
appearance of juflice and candour. 

They determined, alter aconfiderable deliberation, to 
fend a petition to the king; which was written by Eu- 
genius accordingly, and pi-efentcd by a perfon who had 
great interelt at court. The fubflance of this petition 
was, that the African prelates did not decline the pro- 
pofed conference out of a fenfe of the weaknefs of their 
caufc, or a diftruft of their own abilities to maintain the 
orthodox faith ; but as the whole church was concerned 
in the difpute, they were of opinion that they could not 
engage in it without the bifhops of Europe and Afia. 
To this Huneric replied, that what they defired was im- 
poflible, unlefs the whole world was in his hands. Upon 
which Eugenius defired hismajefty would be pleafed to 
write to Odoacer, king of Italy, and other princes in 
his intereft ; and allow him to fend to the bifhops, that 
the common faith might be thus authentically publifhed. 

But the king, difrcgarding this remonllrance, in- 
filled upon being obeyed, and then, previous to the 
time appointed, very artfully took an occafion to banifh 
feveral of the moft able and learned orthodox pre- 
lates, on various pretences ; that the caufe of truth 
might be weakened, and the Arians have the greater 
advantage. 

At the appointed time for the conference, the or- 
thodox clergy cbofc ten of their number to aa in the 
name of the reft. Cyrilla, an Arian, took the flyle 
of patriarch upon the occafion, and was fcated on a 
magnificent throne. The Arian prelates were allowed 
to fit near him, but the orthodox bifhops were obliged 
to Hand. They complained of this partial mode of 
behaviour, as an evident infringement of their liberty ; 
on which the Arians took occafion to abute them in a 
moft illiberal manner. Eugenius, perceiving that they 
did not intend to come to any candid decifion, propofed 
to adjourn to fome future day; but inflead of comply- 
ing with this, each orthodox prelate, by the king's order, 
as Cyrilla affcrted, received an hundred blows with a 
flick. Eugenius protelted againft fuch violence, but in 
vain; the prelates were turned out of the place unheard, 
their churches were fliut up, and the revenues of their 
bifhoprics were feized. 

Immediately after they were compelled to quit Car- 
thage, when they lay without the walls of that city, ex- 
poled to all the inclemencies of the open air. The king 
palling out of one of the gates, the orthodox clergy pre- 
fented them felves before him, and modeftly complained 
of the treatment they had met with. 

Inflead of redreffing their grievances, Huneric or- 
dered his guards to fall on them, and chaftire them for 
their infolcncc, as he termed it. The foldiers com- 
plied with the tyrant's requeft, and treated them as 
unmercifully as he could with. The king ordered 
them to appear on a certain day at a place which he 
then fixed. 

Accordingly, at the time appointed, they affembled 
on the fpot, when one of the king's officers fhewed 
them a folded paper, and informed them that the king 
was inclined to forget what was pall, and to rcftore them 
to their livings, provided they would fwcar to the truth 
of what that paper contained. The prelates, furprifed 
at this unreafonablc propofal, declared that they could 
not in conference think of fwearing to the truth of that 
to which they were total ftrangcrs. But if they were 
fuffercd to read the writing, and approved of the con- 
tents, they would take the oath with readinefs. 

But the officer replied, that was unneceffary ; for he 
would tell them the contents, which were not of a reli- 
gious but of a political nature, and only required them 
to fwcar that they were willing prince Hilderic fhould 
fucceed his father in the throne. Several of the pre- 
lates innocently thinking that there could be no harm 
9 Y in 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



858 



in ("wearing they were willing a forr (hould fucceed his 
father, as that was but a piece of natural juttice, offered 
to comply. But the reft, with greater precaution, and 
well knowing the Arian wiles, refufed to take the oath, 
as they juftly judged fo (imple a propofal would never 
have been made them, unlefs fome deep artifice was 
underneath concealed. • ... 

As they were difagreeing upon this head, the officer 
took an advantage of their dificord, and committed 
them to feparate prifons, thole who were willing to fwcar 
to one, and thofe who were unwilling to another. They 
had not been long in confinement before the my ftery was 
unravelled, and the whole artifice explained by an order 
from the king for the banifhment of both parties. Thofe 
who had been willing to fwcar were banilhed, under the 
pretence of offering lobreakan eftabliflied precept of the 
Scripiure.viz. " Swear not at.all," Matt. v. 34. Andthofe 
•who had refufed to fwear, were bani filed as enemies to the 
legal fucceflion. Thus did the crafty Arians accomplifh 
the ruin of the prelates, by wrcfting a text of the gofpel 
to a wrong fenfe, and putting apiece of political Ibphif- 
trytoan improper ufe. The former were obliged to work 
as flaves in dillant colonies, and the latter were, fent to 
the ifland of Corfica to cut timber. Tripoli was the place 
to which Eugenius was banifhed ; where Anthony, a 
violent Arian bifliop, threw him into a loathfome dungeon, 
and made him fuffcr every hardfhip that cruelty could 
devife, in order to deltroy him by a lingering death. 
The dampnefs of the place gave Eugenius the palfy, 
■which Anthony hearing of went to the gaol, and find- 
ing him in a very weak condition laying on the floor, he 
poured fome tirong vinegar down his throat, with a de- 
fign to have choked him. It had, however, a contrary 
effect; for inftead of fuffocating, it promoted an 
immediate and copious pcrfpiration, which was effen- 
tially ferviceable in curing his palfy, and reftoring him 
to perfeft health. 

Upon the deceafe of I-Iuneric, his fucceffor recalled 
Eugenius, and the reft of the orthodox clergy ; the 
Arians taking the alarm, perfuaded him to banifJi them 
again, . which he complied with, when Eugenius, being 
exiled to Languedoc in France, died there of the hard- 
Ihips he underwent, on the 6th of September, in the 
year 505. 

A lady of fortune, and a widow, named Dionyfia, be- 
ing apprehended as an orthodox Chriltian, was dripped 
naked, and exppfed in a moft indecent manner, and fe- 
verely fcourged. Her fon, a young lad, being feized at 
the fame time, feemcd afraid of the torture, and looked 
pitifully at his mother, who ordered him not to fear any 
torments that could be inflicted on him, but to be con- 
ftant to the faith in which flie had brought him up. When 
he was upon the rack, (he again comforted him with 
words to the following effect. 

" Remember, O my child, that we were baptized in 
the name of the ever facrcd Trinity, let us not lofe the 
benefit thereof, left it fliould be hereafter faid, caft them 
into outer darknefs, where there is weeping and gnafh- 
ing of teeth: for that pain which never endcth is indeed 
to be dreaded, and that life which endureth to eternity 
to be defired." Whereupon the youth patiently per- 
fevered, and from the force of his torments refigned 
his foul to him that made it. 

With pious fatisfa&ion the mother faw the death of 
her fon, and foon after herfelf received the crown of 
martyrdom. 

Cyrilla, the Arian bifhop of Carthage, was a mod 
furious heretic, and a very great enemy to thofe ClinT- 
tians who profeffed the faith in it's purity. Having 
gained the ear of the king, he perfuaded him that he 
could never cxpe£t profperity in his undertakings, or 
hope to enjoy his kingdom in peace, while he fuffcred 
any of the orthodox Chriftians to remain. 

Hereupon this weak, monarch, believing all that Cy- 
rilla told him, Tent for fcveral of the moft eminent Chrif- 
tians, who were particularly obnoxious to that prelate. 
He. at firft, attempted to draw them from their faith by 
(lattery, and to bribe them from the hopes of future fal- 
vation, by the promifc of immediate worldly rewards. 
Being firm and conftant in their faith, they were proof 



againft the former, and defpifed the latter ; declaring re- 
folutely againft Arianifm, and faying, we acknowledge 
but one Lord, one faith, and onebaptifm; you m ° 
therefore do whatever you pleafe with our bodies, f or 
it is better that we (hould differ a few temporary p a i ns 
than to endure everlafting mifery. 

The king was greatly exafperated at this freedom, 
rent them to a filthy dark dungeon, and ordered them 
to be put into irons. The keeper, however, not bein<j 
of the ravage difpofition too common to fuch as are in. 
trufted with the care of gaols, fuffered their friends to 
have acccls to them ; by which they received great con- 
folatioii, and became daily more and more confirmed in 
their refohuion oFdying for the Take of their Redeemer. 

But the king having heard of the indulgence "iveii 
them by their keeper, was exceedingly angry, and fent 
orders that they (hould be more clofely confined, and 
loaded with (till heavier fetters. He then began to ru- 
minate in his mind by what means he fliould put them to 
death, and after revolving over and over all the modes 
of cruelty that he could recolleft, at length determined 
to imitate the monltrous barbarity of the emperorValcns, 
who, as we have already related, caufed fourfcore clergy- 
men to be burnt together in a (hip. Fixing upon tliis 
infernal precedent, he ordered thefe Chriftians to be 
put on board a fhip filled with combuftiblc materials, 
and the vefl'el being fet fire to, they received the crown 
of martyrdom. The names of (even of the principal of 
thefe Chriftians were, Rufticus, Severus, JLiberaius, 
Rogatus, Servus, Septimus, and Boniface. 



A full and particular Account of the Persecutions/™;;; 
about the Middle of the Fifth, to the Conclufion of the 
Seventh Century. 

PROTERIUS was made a prieft by Cyril, bifliop of 
Alexandria, who was well acquainted with his vir- 
tues before he appointed him to preach. On the death 
of Cyril, the fee of Alexandria was filled by Diolcorus, 
an inveterate enemy both to the memory and family of 
his predeceffor. Diofcorus, however, knowing the re- 
putation of Proterius, and his great intereft, did the 
utmoft in his power to gain his confidence and favour; 
as he thought he might be of fingular fervice to him in 
carrying on his evil intentions. 

1 However, Proterius was not to be corrupted, the wel- 
fare of the church fat next his heart, and no profpect 
of worldly preferment could bribe him to forego his 
duty and honeft defigns. 

Now fJiofcorus being condemned by the council of 
Chalccdon for having embraced the errors of Eutyches, 
was depofed, and Proterius chofen to .fill the vacant fee, 
and approved of by the emperor. This occafioned a 
dangerous infurreElion, for the city of Alexandria was 
divided into two factions; the one to efpoufe the caufe 
of the old, and the other of the new prelate. A great deal 
of mifchief was done on both fides, and Proterius was 
in the moft imminent perfonal danger, rrom a fet of 
fchifmatics who would neither obey the decifions of a 
council nor the emperor's commands. 

Thefe diforders becoming ferious, the governor of 
Thebais marched at the head of a body of troops, in 
order to quell the fedition. The people, however, had 
worked up their imaginations to a kind of phrenzy; 
when they heard of the approach of the governor, they 
armed themfelvcs, marched out of Alexandria, gave 
him battle, and defeated him. The intelligence of this 
affair fo exafperated the emperor, that he fent a detach- 
ment of two thoufand men againft them ; the appear- 
ance of whom, and the prudence of the governor of 
Alexandria, whofe name was Florus, Toon reftored the 
city to peace and tranquillity. 

However, the dircontented party ftill beheld Prote- 
rius with an eye of refentment ; To that he was obliged 
to have a guard out of refpeEt to his perfonal fafety, and 
at length, though naturally of a Tweet and mild temper, 
was compelled to excommunicate fome of them, and 
obtain their banifhmcnt from Alexandria. Ecclefiaftical 
hiftory, however, informs us, that, " When the emperor 
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Marcian's death, which happened two years after, gave 
a new turn to affairs, the exiles returned to. Alexandria, 
engaged in their ufual . cabals againft Proterius, and 
feemed rcfolved to be revenged on him for what they 
had fuffcred in the- la (t reign. Timothy, a pried, who ■ 
was at the head of all the defigns that had been formed 
againft Proterius, employed every art to ruin his credit, 
drawing the people from his communion, and railing 
himfelf to that fee. At laft, taking the advantage of 
the abfence of Dionyfius, who commanded the forces 
of that province, and was then in the Upper Egypt, he 
feized on the great church, and was uncanoriically and 
facrilegioufly confecrated by two bifhops of his fafction, 
that had been depofed for herefy. Theufurper went on 
intheexercife of all the cpifcopal funftions, and ufed 
the whole rigour of his pretended authority to opprefs 
the orthodox, till the commander's return, who, upon 
hearing the diforders that had been committed, and that 
Timothy was the chief author of them, drove that in- 
cendiary out of the town." 

Now this affair fo enraged the Eutychians, that they 
determined to wreak their vengeance on Proterius, 
who fled to the church for fanfluary : but on Good- 
Friday, A. D. 457, a large body of them rufhed into 
the church, and barbaroufly murdered the prelate ; after 
which they dragged the body through the flreets, in- 
fulted it, cut it to pieces, burnt it, and fcattered the 
afhes all about. 

A Carthaginian lady, named Julia, was taken prifoner 
when the Vandals facked that city. After being fold 
and refold as a flave, {he became the property of a Syrian 
Pagan, named Eufebius. Her mafter could not but ad- 
mire a religion which infpircd fuch refignation and pa- 
tience in vaffalage, and the mod painful employments : 
thus it is plain, that the humility and purity prefcribed 
by Chriftianity will attract even the admiration of hea- 
thens and idolaters. 

Julia's mailer frequently took her with him upon his 
voyages : in one of thefe they touched upon the ifland 
of Corfica, where Eufebius joined in an idolatrous 
feftival s but Julia kept at a diftance from it. 

Of this conduct the heathens complained, as difre- 
fpcclful to their gods, and informed the governor Felix 
of it, who fent for Eufebius, and demanded what young 
woman it was that had refufed to join in worfhip to the 
gods with the reft ? 

To this Eufebius replied, that the young woman was 
aChriftian, and that all his authority over her had proved 
too weak to prevail with her to renounce her religion; 
but that, as flie was a very diligent and faithful fervant, 
he could not think of a feparation. 

But Felix preffed him to exert himfelf on this occa- 
fion, and either to oblige her to aflift at the Pagan wor- 
fhip, or to part with her; and offered to give him his 
own price, or four of his bed female flaves in exchange 
for her, which Eufebius abfolutely refufed, faying, that 
he would not part from her on any confideration. 

When Felix found the mafterinflexible, he determined 
together into his power by artifice. To effect this.hc in- 
vited Eufebius to an entertainment, and having intoxi- 
cated him, he fent for Julia in the name of her mafler. 

Julia,theinnocent (lave, not fufpectingthc trap laid for 
her, came immediately, when the governor told her that 
he would procure her liberty, if flie would facvifice to 
the heathen gods. To which Julia replied, that while 
fhe was permitted to enjoy her religion, flie was as free 
as her heart could wifli. 

Now Felix, not being able to prevail, ordered her to 
he feverely beaten, which flie bore with the utmofl pa- 
tience. Finding her ftill refolute, he commanded, that 
the hair of her head fliould be pulled up by the roots. 
This barbarity having no greater effefct than the former, 
he fentenced her to be hanged, which fentence was put 
into execution immediately. 

Scarcely was Julia dead when Eufebius recovered from 
his iptoxication. As foon as he undcrflood what had 
pad, he was greatly affliaed, and in the firfl tranfports 
of his refentment had thoughts of complaining to the 
emperor, who being a Chriftian, would have punifhed 
the perfidy of the governor. But reflecting again, that 

i 



Felix had only afled with a zeal for the deities he him- 
felf adored, he determined to put up with the lofs, and 
retire from a place which was become now fo truly dif- 
agreeable. 

Hermenigildus was a Gothic prince, being the cldeft 
fori of Leovigildus, king of the Goths, in Spain. This 
prince, who was originally an .Arian, became aconvert 
to the orthodox faith, by means of his wife Ingonda. 
When the king heard that his fon had changed his re- 
ligious fentiments, he ftripped him of the command 
at Seville, where he was governor, and threatened to 
put him to death, unlets he renounced the faith he had 
embraced fo lately. 

In order to prevent the execution of his father's me- 
nances, the prince began to put himfelf into a pofture of 
defence; and many of the orthodox perfualion in Spain 
declared for him. The king, exalperated at this act of 
rebellion, began to punilh all the orthodox Chriftians 
who could be feized by his troops; and thus a very fc- 
vcre perfecution commenced : he likewife marched 
againft his fon at the head of a very powerful army. 
The prince, knowing that he was unable to oppofe the 
formidable force that his father was bringing againft 
him, implored the affiftance of the Roman troops that 
were left to garrifon thofe parts of Spain, which the em- 
peror ftill pofTefled. The Roman commander engaged 
to aflift Hermenigildus, but being bribed by the king he 
broke his promife. Leovigildus then made it his bufi- 
nefs, as much as poflible, to detach the orthodox Chrif- 
tians from the intereft of his fon ; and in this he had 
great fuccefs, for it was effected in 581, by convening 
the Arian prelates at Toledo, who abolifhed the practice 
of re-baptizing thofe that came over to their feet, and 
drew up a captious profefBon of faith, which deceived 
many, and prevailed upon them to quit the intereft of 
Hermenigildus. 

Thus forfaken by numbers of thofe whom he mofl 
confided in, the prince was obliged to retreat towards 
Seville, in which city he foon after fliut himfelf up, and 
fent to Conftantinople for affillance from the emperor. 
The death of that monarch, however, prevented him 
from receiving any relief; for Maurice, who fucceeded 
him, found his own hands too full to aff'ond any fuccour 
to Hermenigildus. The king, who had information of 
every ftep which his fon took, proceeded to Seville, and 
laid fiege to it. The prince defended the place with 
great bravery, and even held out for the fpace of twelve 
months; but finding that the city mull foon be taken, 
he privately made his efcape, and fled to the Roman 
troops to beg protection. Being informed that they in- 
tended to give him up, he precipitately retired to Cor- 
duba, and from thence went to Affeto, which he forti- 
fied and prepared for his defence. 

Upon the efcape of the prince from Seville that city 
furrendered, and the king having properly garrifoned it, 
purfued his fon, laid fiege to Affeto, and foon obliged it 
to furrender. The unfortunate prince being driven to 
this diftrefs, flew to a church for fanfcluary. The king 
having too much refpect for. the fanctity of the place to 
force him from it, fent an officer, named Rcccaredus, 
to aflure him of his pardon, upon his fubmitting to afli 
it. The prince.believing his father to be fincere, imme- 
diately went to him, and threw himfelf moll fubmiflively 
at his feet. The king, however, inftead of forgiving 
him, loaded him with chains, and carried him to Seville, 
where he endeavoured to make him renounce the or- 
thodox faith both by promifes and menaces. 

But the prince remained conflant to the truth; and at 
the feaft of Eafter, when the king fent an Arian bifliop 
to him to adminifter the eucharilt, Hermenigildus ab- 
folutely refufed to receive it, which fo enraged the king, 
that before he gave himfelf time to reflect, he ordered 
Tome of his guards to go and cut the prince to pieces, 
which they punctually performed, A. D. 586, on the 
13th of April. 

AnaflaGus, a Perfian, was brought up a Pagan, and 
bore' arms as a foldier under Cofroes, king of Perfia, 
at the time that monarch plundered Jerufalem; and, 'Jc. 
among other things, carried off the very crofs on which 
Chrift was crucified. Anaftafius could not imagine why 
the 
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the Cliriftians had fuch a veneration for apcrfon who had. 
died fo mean a death as that of being crucified; for that 
mode of death was, by the Perfians, held in the greateft 
contempt, and none bat the very lowed and molt defpi- 
cable malefaftocs were executed in that manner. Ap- 
plying to fome Chriltian captives, he was inftruBcd in 
the whole Chriftian myltery, and being charmed; with 
the purity of a faith which infpired fuch fortitude, he 
left the army, arid retired to Syria : here he learned the 
trade of a goldfmith, and then going to Jerufalem, he 
■fupported himfelf by that bufinefs; was baptized by 
Modeftus, vicar-general of Jerufalem ; and (laid a week 
with his godfather Elias. 

As 1'oon as that time was over, and he was now to quit 
the white cloches which he wore at his baptifm, accord- 
ing to the then praftice of the church, he defired the 
prieft would put him in a way of renouncing the world 
entirely, and fulfilling the obligations of his profeffion 
without interruption. Elias recommended him to, Juf- 
tin, abbot of a feminary four miles from Jerufaiem, 
who employed a proper perfon to inftrucl him in the 
Greek tongue, and teach him the Pfalms.; and then ad- 
mitted him into bis religious: community. Anaftafias . 
paITed feven years in that houfe, where he divided bis 
time between the moll humble domeflic employments, 
and the truly Chriftian entertainments of the word of 
God, the lives of the fathers, and the afts. of the mar- 
tyrs. He was raoft fenfibly affeclcd with thofe mbnti- 
ments of Pagan barbarity, and Chriltian courage ; and 
conceived a Itrong. defire to lay down his life' for his 
bleffed Redeemer. 

Having gone to Casfarea, which was then in the hands 
of the Perfians, he was taken up for a fpy, and brought 
before Marzabanes, governor of that city, to whom he 
owned that he was a. Chriltian, and was on that account 
fent to prifon. When he had lain there fame time, 
Marzabanes fent for him, and; gave him frefh affurances 
of favour and promotion, if he would but renounce his 
religion: but he defpifed and rcjeaed every mark of 
friendfhip and refpect, that would endeavour to divorce 
him from his God ; and the governor ordered him to be 
beaten till he fliould agree to his propofals. He then 
remanded him to prifon, where he fpent his. time in 
prayer, and fuch labours as were impofed on him as .part 
of his punilhment. Juftin being apprized of. his fuf- 
ferings, recommended him to the prayers of the whole 
community, and fent two of bis people to encourage 
him to perfeverancc and fortitude. 

The governor at length wrote to the king concerning 
AnaftafiuSi and on receiving an anfwer, told the pri- 
foner, that he would give him his liberty if he would 
renounce the Chriftian religion, only before him and 
two witneffes, and that his renunciation mould not be 
known^ Ahattafius heard this propofal with horror, 
and' reje&ed is with dild'ain ; when the governor 'fent 
him bound- in chains to Perfia, there to be dealt with 
as the king fhould eomrrtatvd* 

Now the king did all in his power to engage hitti to re- 
nouneeihis religibh, but finding his endeavours in vain, 
he-brdefed 'him-to be executed- Which was performed iri 
this manner':" he was laid upon- his back, with a piece of 
wood' acrofs his- legs, prefTed: down with the whole 
weight of two Tufty men: he was then feverely beaten, 
hung up- by one -Hand, with a weight fattened to his 
foot; and after being ftrangled, his head was cut. off, 
and fent to the king. 

Martin, bifhop of Rome, was born at Todi, in Italy. 
He was naturally inclined to virtue, and his parents be- 
llowed on him' an- admirable education. He had every 
liberal endowment that tile fciences could bellow, and 
all ; the wbrthihefs that a mortal' could derive from' the 
fttviilg grace of the gofpel. He took orders, and on- 
the death of Theodore, bifhop of Rome, was advanced 
to that important fee, by an unanimous election, in 
which all parties gave him the fullcft praifes, and ad- 
mitted, that he well merited a trull of fuch great con- 
fequence. An eminent writer has thus drawn the cha- 
racter of this great man. 

" His compaffion for the poor appeared 1 in large con- 
tributions for their relief, and the offices of hofpitality, 



which he performed in favour of Granger's. Kis:fjft s 
were rigorous and frequent/and pray er-bmployedia very 
confiderable part of his'-time.- He ' was always; ready 
.to receive returning, tinners; took no fmalt pains tolea'd 
fuch through the paths of repentance', as teftified their 
forrow by tears j and comforted them by letting them 
fee what reafon they had to confide -in God's infinite 
goodnefs. Helovec'l his clergy with a brotherly tendcr- 
nefs, and honoured the epifcopal charafcler wherever he 
met with it." 

The firft vexation he received in his epifcopal capa- 
city, was from a fet of heretics, called Monothelites ; 
who not daring, after the exprefs decifions of the council 
of Chalcedon, to maintain the unity of nature in Chrifl, 
afferted artfully, that he had but one will and operation 
of mind. This feel was patronized by the emperor 
Heracliusj and the firft who attempted to flop the pro- 
grefs of thefe errors, was Sophronius, bifhop of Jeru- 

Now Martin, who perfectly coincided in fentiments 
with the bifliop oP Jerufalem, called a council, which 
confilted of 105 bi'fhops, and they unaliimoully con- 
demned the errors in queftion. 

Provoked at thefe proceedings, the emperor ordered 
Olvmpius, his lieutenant in 'lraly, to repair to Rome, 
and feizc the bifhop, provided it could be done without 
caufing an infurreEtion. The lieutenant performed the 
journey ; but on his arrival at Rome, he found the peo- 
ple too unanimous in their opinions, and the prelate too 
much beloved, to attempt any thing by open violence. 
Hence he had rccourfe to treachery, and fuborned a ruf- 
fian to affaflinatc the bifhop at the attar; but the fellow, 
after promifing to execute the bloody deed, was feized 
with fuch horrors of mind, that he had not the power to 
perform his promife. Olympius, finding it would be 
very difficult to perform any thing againft Martin, with- 
drew from Rome, and putting himfelf at the head of 
his 'troops, marched- againft the Saracens, who had 
made fome inroads into Italy, but during this expe- 
dition' he died. ' 

He was fu-cceeded bv Calliopas, who received ex- 
prefs orders to feize the- 'perfon of Martin, which, with 
the' affiltance of a confiderable body of foldicrs, he 
performed ; 'at the fame time fhevirig the clergy the im- 
perial mandate, which commanded him to difpoflels 
Martin of his bifhopric, and carry him as a prifoner to 
Conftaniinople. -' '•• 

- Having endured innumerable hardfbips, through a 
very tedious voyage, he reached the imperial city of Con- 
ftantinople- and was immediately thrown into prifon^ 
While in confinement, lie wrote two epifllesto the em- 
peror torcfutethe calumnies forged agaihfthim with re- 
fpeB to his faith and lbvalty.' The fubftance of -which 
was, thaffor a proof of the foundriefs of the .former,, 
be appeals to the 1 teftimony of the whole clergy, and 
his own folemn proteftation to defend the truth as long 
as he lived. In anfwer to fuch objeaions as had been 
made againft the latter, he declared he never fent cither 
money, letters, or advice to the Saracens, bat only re- 
mitted a fum for the relief of poor Cliriftians among 
thbfe people : he concludes with faying, that nothing 
could be more falfe than what the heretics had alleged 
againft him concerning the bleired Virgin, whom he 
firmly believed to be the mother of God, and worthy 
of all honour after her divine Son. In his fecond letter 
he gives a particular account of his being feized at 
Rome, as already related, and his indifpolition and iH 
ufage fince he was dragged from that city : and ends 
with wifhing and hoping his perfecutors would repent 
of their condua, when the objea of their hatred WW 
j removed from this world. 

So many were the fatigues that Martin had under- 
[ gone, and his infirmities lb great, that on the day ap- 
. pointed for his trial, he was forced to be brought but of 
• prifon in a chair, as he was unable to walk. When he- 
was before the court, the judge ordered him to ftand, 
which not being able to do, two men were ordered tone-W- 
him up. Twenty witnefi'eswercproducedagainfthini.wno' 
fworc as they were direaed, and charged him with pre- 
tended crimes that had been invented for the purpofe* 
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Martin began his defence, but as foon as he entered 
upon an invelligation of the errors which he had com- 
bated, one of the fenators (lopped him, and laid, that he 
was only examined refpcfcling civil affairs, and confe- 
quently that ecclefialtical matters had nothing to do in 
his defence. The judge then prevented him from 
going on, and having broke up the court, went and re-' 
ported the progrefs of the proceedings to the emperor. 

Now Martin was ordered to be expofed in the molt 
public places of the town, to the ridicule of the people ; 
to be divelled of all epilcopal marks of diftinflion, and 
to be treated with the greatelt (corn and feverity. All 
thefe rigours he bore with a Cbrillian-like patience, and 
an amazing degree of fortitude. 

Martin, after laying fome months in prifon, was fent 
to an ifland at fome diftance, and there cut to pieces, 
A. D. 6 55 . 

John, bifhop of Bergamo, in Lombardy, was a learn- 
ed' man, and a good Chriftian. He did his utmoft en- 
deavours to clear the church from the errors of Ari- 
anifin, and joining in this holy work with John, bifhop 
of Milan, he was very fuccefsful againft the heretics. 
Grimoald, however, an Arian, having ufurped the 
throne of l.ombardy, the orthodox Chriftians feared 
that herefy would gain footing, once more, in Lombar- 
dy ; but the bilhop of Bergamo ufed fuch perfuafive 
arguments with Grimoald, that he brought him from 
the errors of Arianifm to profefs the orthodox faith. 

On the death of Grimoald, and his fon who fuc- 
ceeded him, Pantharit came to the crown and again in- 
troduced thofe errors which had been combated with 
fuch fpirit by the orthodox clergy. The bifhop of Ber- 
gamo exerted himfelf ftrenuoufly to prevent the herefy 
from fpreading, on which account he was affaflinated 
A. D. 683, on the nth of July. 

. Kilien was born in Ireland, and received from his pa- 
rents a pious and Chriftian education. His favourite 
ftudy was theology, and he took great delight in peru- 
fing the holy fcriptures. Hence an ardent affe&ion for 
the glory of God glowed within him, and he was very 
affiduous in bringing many to the light of the gofpel. 

The narrow limits of his native ifland feeming too 
fmall for his unbounded zeal, he croffed the fea, toge- 
ther with eleven other perfons, in order to make con- 
verts on the continent. On landing, they direded their 
courle to what is now called the Circle of Franconia, in 
Germany. Coming to the city of Wurtzbourg, they 
found the people in general, and their governor Goz- 
bert, to be Pagans; but from their good difpofitions, 
conceived great hopes of converting them from idolatry 
and fuperllition to the gofpel faith. Previous to making 
this attempt, however, he deemed it neceffary to go to 
Rome, in order to obtain his million from the pontiff. 
He accordingly went thither, attended by one Coloman 
aprieft, and Totman a deacon, two of thofe who had 
accompanied him from Ireland, and found Conon in 
Peter's chair. He gave them a favourable reception, 
and being informed of Kilieh's bufinefs at Rome, after 
fome queftions about his faith and doarine, confecrated 
him bilhop, with full permiffion to preach to the infi- 
dels, wherever he found them. Thus authorized, Ki- 
tten returned to Wurtzbourg, where he opened hisniif- 
fion. He had not been long employed in thofe evange- 
lical labours, when Gozbert fent for him, and defired 
to know the nature and tendency of this new religion, 
which he recommended fo vigoroufly, and propofed fo 
boldly. Our holy bifhop had feveral conferences with 
the governor on that fubjea, and God gave fuch a blef- 
fing to his endeavours, that Gozbert received the faith, 
was baptized, and gave him free leave to preach wherc- 
ever he had any power. As the example of great men 
feldom fails of influencing thofe of an inferior rank, 
that of Gozbert went very far in commanding the at- 
tention of his Pagan fubjefts to what our prelate had to 
offer; and much the greatelt part of them became Chrif- 
tians in lefs than two years. 

It is remarkable that Gozbert had married his bro- 
ther's widow, for which Kilien, though he knew the 
fmfulnefs of the thing, did not chufe to rebuke him till 
«e was thoroughly confirmed in his faith. When he 



thought him fully inftrufled in the principles of Chrif- 
tianity, and well grounded in the purity of it's precepts, 
he entreated the governor, as the laft proof of the fin- 
cerity of his converfion, to quit that perfon whom he had 
hitherto looked upon as a wife, as he could not cohabit 
with her without committing fin. Gozbert, furprifed 
at the propofal, told the bifhop this was the hardeft 
demand he had ever made upon him. "But, faid he,, 
fince I have renounced my own inclinations and plea- 
fures in fo many particulars for the love of God, I will 
make the work complete, by complying with- your ad- 

The wife of the governor being informed of this af- 
fair, determined to be revenged on thofe who had per- 
fuaded Gozbert into fuch a refolution. The miffionaries 
were fenfible of that wicked woman's defign; and the 
only fhield they had, confided of prayer, patience, and 
refignation. She fent accordingly to the place where 
they ufually affembled, and had them all beheaded. 
Kilien, and his companions, fubmitted without refin- 
ance, the former telling them, that they need not fear 
thofe who had no power of the foul, but could only- 
kill the body, which in a fhort time, would of itfelf de- 
cay. This happened, A. D. 689, and the martyrs were 
privately buried in the night, together with their 
books, clothes, &c. &c. 

A few writers add what follows, as the fequel of this 
bloody affair: "Some days after this impious tragedy 
was a£ted, Gozbert, furprifed that he had not feen 
Kilien lately, ordered diligent fearch to be made for 
him. Geilana, to flop the inquiry, gave out, that he 
and his companions had left the town, without giving 
any account of their motions. But the inftrument 
of her revenge, the executioner, violently racked with 
remorfe of confeience, ran about like a mad man, and 
declared that Kilien burnt him. Thus difordered, he 
was feized, and Gozbert was confidering what to do with 
him, when a creature of the governefs, a man of great 
eloquence and artifice, and a pretended convert, ad- 
vifed him to leave the God of the Chriftians the talk of 
doing himfelf juftice on his enemies, and propofed the 
event as a tell of his ability. 

Now Gozbert was weak enough to tempt God, by 
putting it on that iflue. The murderer, being fet at li- 
berty, went raving mad, tore his own flelh with his teeth, 
and died in a molt miferable condition. Geilana was 
fo perplexed in her confeience,' that it' tormented her 
till fhe expired; Gozbert's raftinefs and criminal con- 
defcenfion, were punifhed by a violent death, and in a 
few years his whole race was exterminated. 



A particular Account of the feveral Persecutions 
from the early Part of the Eighth, to near the Conclufion 
of the Tenth Century. 

BONIFACE, archbifhop of Mentz, and father of 
the German church, was an Englifhman, and is, 
in ecclefialtical hiftory, looked upon as one of the 
brighteft ornaments of this nation. Originally his name 
was Winfred, or Winfrith, and he was born at Kirton, 
in Devonfhire, then part of the Weft-Saxon kingdom. 
When he was only about fix years of age, he began to 
difcovera propenfity to reflection, and feemed felicitous 
to gain information on religious fubje&s. Soon after, 
fome evangelical miffionaries came by chance to Kirton, 
and happened to fix their abode at his father's houfe. 
From thefe he underftood, that the principal ftep to 
falvation was, to deny himfelf, and follow Chrift. He 
confidered ferioufly of what he heard, and, in procefs 
of time, determined to devote himfelf to a religious 
life. When he informed his father of his refolution, 
the latter would willingly have diffuaded him from it; 
but finding him fully refolved, he permitted' him to go 
and rcfide at a monafiery in the city of Exeter. Wol- 
frad, the abbot, finding that he pofleffed a bright 
genius as well as a ftrong inclination to ftudy, had him 
removed to Nutfcelle, a feminary of learning, in the 
diocefe of Winchefter, where he would have a much 
greater opportunity of attaining improvement than at 
9 Z Exeter. 
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Exeter. The abbot of Nutfcelle, who was as much 
celebrated for his great learning.as his Chriftian virtues, 
took uncommon pains with the young pupil, who, in 
time, became a prodigy in profound literature and di- 
vine knowledge;, and was, at length, employed at Nut- 
fcelle as a principal teacher. 

We are informed by the ancient Saxon hiftorians, who 
fpeak highly in his praife, that thofe who Itudied under 
him had no need to remove to any other place to fiiiifh 
what they had begun, for he gave them .efforts in gram- 
mar, poetry, rhetoric, and philofophy ; and explained 
the holy fcriptures in the literal, moral, and myftical 
fenfes. But his example was as inftruclive as his lec- 
tures, and while he formed his fcholars to learning by 
his dictates, he encouraged them to the practice of vir- 
tue, by the prudent conduft of his life. 

The abbot of Nutfcelle, feeing him thus qualified 
for the priefthood, obliged him to receive that holy or- 
der, when he was about thirty years old. From that 
time he began to preach, and labour for the falvation of 
his fellow-creatures; in the progrefs of which he gave 
the firft proofs of that apoftolical zeal, that afterwards 
made fuch glorious conquefts in a moll favage and bar- 
barous part of the world. 

Now there being an important occafion to affemble a 
fynod of bifhops in the kingdom of the Well-Saxons, it 
was judged expedient to depute one of their body to the 
archbifhop of Canterbury, to inform him of the exigency 
of affairs. Upon confidering who wns proper to be 
charged with fuch a commiffion, Boniface was propofed, 
and unanimoufly chofen by the fynod ; and the choice 
was by the then reigning king of the Weft-Saxons ap- 
proved of, and confirmed. 

Boniface difcharged this trull with great prudence, 
and obtained the applaufe of every member of the fy- 
nod; but far from being vain of the reputation he had 
acquiredjihe propofed to forl'ake his country, relations, 
and friends* in order to be of fervice to the faith, and 
extend Chrifiianity on the continent. At firft, the ab- 
bot and. monks of Nutfcelle would have diffuaded him 
from his p.urpofe; but finding him refolute, two of their 
number were ordered to affift him. 

Boniface .accordingly left Nutfcelle, and arrived in 
Friefland about the year 716; but found that country 
in the utmoft diforder and confufion. It had belonged 
to the crown of France, but was at that time in the pof- 
feffion of prince Radbord, who had eftablilhed Pagan- 
ifm in it, perfecuted the Chriltians, and was at war with 
Charles Martel, mayor of the palace of Auftraftia. 

However,, he went to Utrecht, where he found the 
infidel prince, and made him a tender of the gofpel ; 
but he being obdurate, Boniface perceived that the hap- 
py time of converting that nation was not yet come, and 
therefore returned to his monaftery in England. 

Boniface had not been' many months there when the 
abbot died, and left the monks inconfolable, becaufe 
they thought it would be impolfible to repair their lofs. 
Boniface, too had his fhare in this affliaion ; but, arifing 
above his paffions, he undertook to comfort his bre- 
thren under that calamity, and made them feveral 
forcible exhortations to perfeverance, and a confor- 
mity to the rule of their order, and the canons of the 

church. • 

Hereupon he difcoveredfo much zeal and charity, that 
they defired he-would fupply the place of their deceafed 
father and friend; but he either never accepted of that 
poft, or quitted it very foon; for he obtained letters 
from Daniel, bifhop of Wincheller, his diocelan, which 
recommended him to the pope, and all the bifhops, 
abbots, and princes he Ihould find in his way to 
Rome, where he arrived in the beginning of the 
year 719. 

He was received by Gregory the Second, who then 
fat in Peter's chair, vjith great friendfhip, and after fe- 
veral conferences with him, finding him full of zeal, 
piety, wildom, and all the virtues that compofe the 
character of an apoftolical miffionary, he difmiffed him 
with a commiffion at large to' preach the gofpel to the 
Pagans, wherever he found them. 

• Having palled through JLombardy and Bavaria, he 



came to Thuringia, which country had before received 
the light of the gofpel; but at the time that Bonif ace 
arrived, there, that light burnt very dim. The firft 
exertions of Boniface, therefore, were to bring the co- 



rupted Chriltians back to a profeffion of the gofpel ii 
it's purity ; which gave him no fmall trouble, as the 
people in thofe parts were irregular and vitious, and 
the clergy interefted and illiterate. 

Having completed this pious work with great affi 
duity, and hearing that Radbord, whom he had for- 
merly, in vain, attempted to convert, was dead he re 
paired to Utrecht, to affift Willebrod, the firft bi'fhop of 
that city, in his evangelical labours. 

For the fpace of three years thefe worthy paftors la- 
boured in conjunaion, in extirpating idolatry, and pro- 
pagating the faith ; and fo far fucceeded, that molt of 
the people received baptifm, and many of the Pagan 
temples -were converted into Chriftian churches. 

Now Willebrod, being very old and infirm, thought 
he could not do better than to appoint Boniface to fuc- 
ceed him, and to refign his charge into fuch pious 
hands; but this the Englifh miffionary abfolutely re- 
futed, faying, he could not fojourn fo long in any place, 
as he had many evangelical labours to perform. Wille- 
brod, on hearing this, confented to his departure; and 
Boniface repaired to Hcffe, where he brought to a 
knowledge of the real truth two brothers, who, though 
they called themfelves Chriftians, were funk into moll 
of the errors of Paganifm. They became fuch fincere 
converts, that they gave their eftate to Boniface, who 
did not apply it's revenues to his own ufe, but built 
and endowed a religious community ; after which he 
proceeded to Saxony, where he converted fome thou- 
sands to the Chriftian faith. 

Having laboured in this new field with prodigious 
fuccefs about a year, he difpatched one of his com- 
panions to Rome, with an account of what he had 
done; upon which Gregory II. who was ftill in poffcf- 
fion of that fee, fent him a letter defiring him to repair 
to that city ; in confequence of which he fet out for 
Rome with all pofllble expedition. On his arrival, the 
bilhop treated him as his charaBer defcrved, gave him 
all marks of efteem and affeaion, and was refolved not 
to let him return to his labours without the epifcopal 
charaaer, that he might purfiae them with more autho- 
rity, and to greater advantage. He was accordingly 
confecrated on the laft day of November 723 ; from 
which time he took upon himfelf the name of Boniface. 

Thus qualified for forming his new church, he left 
Rome, well provided with fuch books as would be ne- 
ceffary for his flock, or thofe to whom he fhould think 
fit to commit their inltruaion. 

Boniface had with him fix letters from the pope; one 
to Charles Martel ; a fecond to all bifhops, priefts, dukes, 
counts, &c. a third to the clergy and people under his 
more immediate direaion ; a fourth to the five princct 
of Thuringia, and their Chriftian fubjeas; afifth to the 
Pagans in their dominions ; and a fixth to the whole 
body of Saxons. The purport of all which was, to 
recommend him to the proteaion of the Chriftian 
powers, and exhort the Pagans to hear him, and quit 
their errors and fuperftition. 

Having made many converts in different parts, he 
returned to his miffion in Germany, and was very fuc- 
cefsful, though he met with many that would willingly 
have been Chriftians only by halves; they were ready 
enough to acknowledge Chrift, but did not care to ad- 
here flriaiy to his precepts : in fine, they liked the 
name, but had not refolution enough to conform to the 
praaice ; and fome were fo far deluded, as to fall back 
into their former fuperftition and idolatries. Thefe 
were exceedingly fond of worfhipping a large oak-tree, 
which had, time immemorial, been dedicated to Jupi- 
ter. This tree Boniface ordered to be cut down; 
when the Pagans, finding that Jupiter did not take any 
notice of thofe who had cut it down, began to own the 
weaknefs of fuch pretended deities, and defired to be 
baptized. 

Being naturally diffident of his own abilities, Boni- 
face had frequent recourfe to fuch perfons as he 
though' 
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thought might be of any fervide to him in his prefent 
difficult Ration. Pope Gregory and Daniel, his old 
diocefan, were his mod confiderable councilors. But 
indeed he had more need of affiltance than advice, and 
therefore, by the eare of the bifhop of Winchefler, re- 
ceived from thisifland, large fupplies of miffionaries. 

In the year 731, pope Gregory, the Third fucceeded 
to the chair, upon whofe acceflion Boniface fent proper 
perfons to Rome to acquaint him with the fuccefs of his 
labours, testifying his obedience, and defiring affiftance 
in fome difficulties which occurred in his million. The 
pope not only anlwered the menage by afluring him of 
the communion and friendfhip of the fee of Rome, but 
as a mark of his refpeft for our milfionary, fent him 
the Pallium, granted him the title of archbifbop, or me- 
tropolitan of all Germany, and empowered him to erect 
new bifhoprics. 

Now Boniface went to the utmofl extent of every re- 
ligious duty, and not only creeled new biffioprics, but 
built feveral monasteries. He then made a third jour- 
ney to Rome in 738, when pope Gregory the Third, 
who had as much affection for him as his predeceflbr, felt 
an extraordinary pleafure at his appearing in that city, 
and detained him there the greater!: part of the year. 

Boniface having left Rome, went directly for Bava- 
ria, upon the invitation of Odillo, duke of that country, 
■where his bufinefs was to reform fome abufes introduced 
by perfons who had never received holy orders, and yet 
exercifed the functions of the priedhood, and even fuch 
as were peculiar to the epifcopal character, to the no 
fmall prejudice of the poor deluded inhabitants. 

At this time Bavaria had only one bilhopj he there- 
fore, purfuant to his commiflion from Rome, erected 
three new bifhoprics, one at Saltzbourg, a fecond at 
Freifingen, and a third at Ratifbon, and thus all Ba- 
varia was divided into four dioccfes. This regulation 
was loon after confirmed by the pope, who at the fame 
time thanked God for the prodigious fuccefs of Boni- 
face's miniftry, and defired him not to confine himfelf 
to one place, but carry the divine meflage into fuch 
parts of Germany as wanted the light of the gofpel. 

He now eftabliffied four biffioprics, viz. At Erford, 
forThuringia; at Barabourg, for Hcflc; at Wurtzbourg, 
for Franconiaj at Achftat, for Bavaria. 

We ffiould obferve that the bifiiopric of Barabourg 
is at prefent tranfiated to Paderborn, in Weftphalia. 
Willebald, the original author of the life of Boniface, 
was by him made firft bifhop of Achftat. 

In the year 741, Gregory the Third was fucceeded 
in the popedom by Zachary, and the latter confirmed 
Boniface in his power; and approved of all he had done 
in Germany, making him at the lame lime archbiffiop of 
Mentz, and metropolitan over thirteen biffioprics. He 
did not, however, lofe his fimplicity in grandeur, or 
forget his innocence in the parade of ccclefiaftical dig- 
nity; but fludied to preferve that humility, which is fo 
pathetically recommended in Matt. v. 3 — 12. 

Pepin, during the miniftry of this meek prelate, was 
declared king of France. It was that prince's ambition 
to be crowned by the moft holy prelate he could find, 
and Boniface was pitched on to perform that ceremony, 
which he did at Soiffons in 752. The next year his 
great age, and many infirmities lay fo heavy on him, 
that with the confent of the new king, the bilhops, &c. 
of his diocefe, he confecratcd JLullus, his countryman, 
and faithful difciple, and placed him in the fee of 
Mentz. When he had thus eafed himfelf of his charge, 
he recommended the church of Mentz to the care of 
the new bifhop in very ftrong terms, defired he would 
fihifh the church at Fuld, and fee him buried in it, for 
his end was approaching. 

Thefe orders being left, he took boat for the Rhine, 
and went to Friefland, where he converted and bap- 
tized feveral thoufands of the barbarous natives, demo- 
liffied the temples, and raifed churches on the ruins of 
thofe ruperftitious ftruaures. 

When he had appointed a day for confirming a great 
number of new converts, he ordered them to affemble 
Jn an open plain near the river Bourde. Thither he 
repaired the day before; and pitching a tent, determined 



to remain on th": fpot all night, in order to be ready in 
the morning early. 

Several Pagans, who were his inveterate enemies, 
having intelligence of this, poured down upon him, and 
the companions of his miflion, in the night,' in fuch a 
manner as fufficiently evinced their defign of-rriaflacfing 
them. The fervants of Boniface were for repelling the 
barbarians by force of arms; but heoppofed the motion, 
told them, and his clergy, that the moment he had 
long wifhed for was now come, and exhorted his affift- 
ants in the miniflry to prepare themfelves for martyr- 
dom. While he was thus employed, the Pagans ruffied 
in upon him, and killed him and fifty-two of his com- 
panions and attendants on June 5, A. D. 755. Thus fell 
the great father of the Germanic church, the honour of 
England, and the glory of the age in which he lived. 

There were forty-two perfons of Armorian, in Upper 
Phrygia, who were martyred in the year 845, by the Sa- 
racens, the circumftances of which tranfaction are thus: 

During the reign of'Theophilus, the Saracens ravaged 
many parts of the eaflern empire, gained feveral confi- 
derable advantages over the Chriftians ; and at length 
laid fiege to the city of Armorian. The garrifon brave- 
ly defended the place for a confiderable time, and would, 
in all probability, have obliged their enemies to raife 
the fiege, when the place was bafely betrayed by a re- 
negado. Great numbers were put to the fword ; and 
two general officers, with fome other perfons of diftinc- 
tion, were carried prifoners to Bagdat, where they were 
loaded with heavy chains, and thrown into a dark dun- 
geon. 

There people continued in prifon for a confiderable 
time without feeing any perfons but their gaolers, or 
receiving any allowance greater than what would bare- 
ly fubfiftthem; the bare ground was their bed, and hope 
their only confolation. During this time, however, 
they only confidered themfelves as prifoners of war ; 
but at length they were informed, that nothing could 
preferve their lives but renouncing their religion and 
embracing Mahometanifm. 

In order to induce them to comply, the caliph pre- 
tended a very great zeal for their welfare ; and declared, 
that he looked upon converts in a more glorious light 
than conquefts; and the gaining of fouls, of much greater 
importance than the fubduing of kingdoms. Agreeable 
to thefe maxims, after they had fuffered all the hardfhips 
of a dark and noifome prifon, and were reduced to a 
Hate that might oblige them to accept of relief on any 
terms, he fent fome of the moft ingenious and artful of 
the Mahometans, with money and clothes, and the pro- 
mire of other advantages they might fecure to them- 
felves by a bare abjuration of Chriftianity ; which, ac- 
cording to the corrupt cafuiflry of thofe infidels, might 
be made without quitting their faith. But our martyrs, 
well instructed in the fimplicity and fincerity of the gof- 
pel, rejeCted the propofal with horror and contempt. 
After this they were attacked with that fallacious and 
delufive argument which the Mahometans ftill ufe in 
favour of themfelves, and their monftrous abfurdities! 
they were defired to judge of the merits of the caufe by 
the fuccefs of thofe that were engaged in it ; and chufe 
that religion which they faw flouriffied moft, and was belt 
rewarded with the good. things of this life, which they 
called the bleffings of heaven. But our noble prifoners 
were proof againft all thefe temptations ; and argued 
ftrenuoufiy againft the authority of their falfe prophet. 
This incenfed the Mahometans, and drew greater hard- 
fhips upon the Chriftiansduringtheirconfinement, which 
lafted feven years. At the end of that time Boidizius, 
the renegado that had betrayed Armorian, brought them 
the welcome news of their Sufferings being to conclude 
in martyrdom the next day. To which he added his ad- 
vice to them to fave their lives by diflimulation, a fault 
very excufable, he faid, in their circumftances. But 
they knew what curfe was denounced by Chrift againft 
fuch as deny him before men ; and were therefore pre- 
pared to meet death in any ffiape, rather than commit 
that horrid offence. 

When they were brought from their dungeon, they, 
were again folicited to embrace the tenets of Mahomet ; 

but 
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but neither threats nor pfomifes, the denunciations of 
malice, nor allurement of rewards, could induce them 
to forfake the true faith, or prevail on them to efpoufe 
the doctrines of an impoftor. 

Perceiving their resolution, and that their faith could 
not by any means be (hakcn, the caliph ordered them 
to Be executed. Theodore, one of the number,, had 
formerly received prieft's orders, and officiated as a 
clergyman; but afterwards quitting the church, he had 
followed a military life, and raifed himfelf by the fword 
to fome confiderable polls, which he enjoyed at the 
time of his being taken prifoner. The officer who at- 
tended the execution, being apprized of thefe circum- 
ftances, faid to Theodore, " You might, indeed, pre- 
tend to be ranked amongft the Chriftians, while you 
ferved in their church as a prieft ; but the profellion you 
have taken up, which naturally engages you in blood- 
lhed, is fo contrary to your former employment, that 
you mould not now think of palling upon us, for one of 
that religion. When you quitted the altar for the camp, 
you renounced Jefus Chrift. Why then will you dif- 
femble any longer with the world ? Would you not act 
more conformable to your own principles, and make 
your conduct all of a piece, if you came to a refolution 
of faving your life by owning our great prophet?" 

Now Theodore covered with a religious confufion at 
this ftrong reproach, but ftill full of courage, and un- 
ihaken in his faith, made the following anfwer: "It is 
true, fays he, I did in fome mealure abandon my God 
when I engaged in the army, and fcarce deferve the 
name of a Chriftian. But the Almighty has given me the 
grace to fee myfelf in a true light, and made me fenfible 
. of my fault ; and I hope he will be pleafed to accept my 
life, as the only facrifice I can now offer to expiate my 
guilt. His mercies are infinite, and therefore I have 
room to hope my blood may be allowed to wafh away 
my crimes. And in this I appeal to your own fentiments. 
If, in the fame cafe, any one that had left your fervice, 
and rambled negligent of his duty for fome time, fhould 
at laft return and offer to lay down hislife for you, would 
not you be. inclined to forget all that was pall, and re- 
ceive him into your family again ?" 
. This manly and pious anfwer confounded the officer, 
who only anfwered, that he fliould prefently have an 
opportunity of giving that proof of his zeal for, and 
fidelity to, his mailer. Upon which, Theodore and 
the reft, to the number of forty-two, were beheaded. 

Mary and Flora, two ladies of diftinction, fuffered 
martyrdom at the fame time. Flora was the daughter 
of an eminent Mahometan, at Seville, in Spain; from 
whence he removed to Corduba, where the Saracen 
king refided, and kept his court. Her father dying 
while (he was young, Flora was left to the care of her 
mother, who, being a Chriftian, brought her up in the 
true faith, and infpired her with fentiments of virtue 
and religion. A prieft of Corduba, who perfonally 
knew both her and her mother, and who wrote the ac- 
count of her martyrdom,' hath given us the following 
portrait of her character : " Flora, fays he, was a great 
proficient in the fpiritual life, at an age when little is 
thought of but the world and it's vanities; her whole 
thoughts feemed turned to Jefus Chrift; her whol.e dif- 
courfewas inflamed with the divine love; God was her 
fole care; her falls were rigorous; her devotion full of 
fervour; her concern for the poor moll furprifing and 
edifying; and the precepts of the gofpel were her con- 
ftant ftudy." Her brother being a profeffed enemy to 
Chriftianity.with the addition of a barbarous and favage 
temper, Flora was for fome time obliged to ufe no fmall 
caution in the practice of fuch virtues, as mult have 
expofed her to a domeftic perfecution at leaft. She was 
too zealous to bear this reftraint long; for which reafon 
file left Corduba, in company with her filler. 

Flora's departure foon alarmed her brother, who 
gueffed her motives, and, in revenge, informed againft 
feveral Chriftians of Corduba ; for as he did not know 
whither his lifter was gone, he determined to wreak his 
vengeance on fuch Chriftians as were prefent. 

When Flora was informed of thefe proceedings, Ihe 
corifidefed herfelf as the c'aufe of what the Chriftians . 



had fuffered at Corduba, and having an interior convic- 
tion that God called her to fight for her faith, (he re! 
turned to that city, a-nd made her way directly to th« 
perfecutors, among whom lhe ; found her brother. " if. 
faid our glorious martyr, I am the objea of your in- 
quiry, if the fer varus of God are tormented on my-ac. 
eount, I now freely offer myfelf to your difpofal. 1 d e 
clare, I believe in Jefus Chrift, glory in his crofs, and" 
profefs the doctrine which he taught. This now is mv 
confeffion ; and I hope through the divine mercy that 
nothing you can doto me will beable to make me retrafct 
or alter it." None of the company Itemed fo much en- 
raged at this declaration as her brother, who after fome 
threats, (truck her ; this violent proceeding was follow- 
ed by attempts of a fofter nature; for he endeavoured 
to gain her by exprefilons of concern, and pretended 
kindnefs. Finding her equally infenfible to all hecould 
fay, be then informed againft her, and undertook to 
prove her a Chriftian before the judge. He infinuated, 
that Flora had been educated in the' religion of Maho^ 
met, but had renounced it at the fuggellion of fome 
Chriftians, who infpired her with the utmoft contempt 
for the great prophet. When (he was called on to an- 
fwer to the charge, (he declared (he had never owned 
Mahomet, but fucked the Chriftian religion in with her 
milk, and was entirely devoted to the Redeemer of man- 
kind. The magiftrate,. finding her refolution, delivered 
her to her brother, and gave htm orders to ufe his ut- 
moft endeavours to make her a Mahometan. She, how- 
ever, foon found an opportunity of cfcapingover a wall 
in the night, and of fecreting herfelf in the houfe of a 
Chriftian. At length, (he withdrew to Tucci, a village 
ofAndalufia, where ihe met with her filler, and they 
never feparated agajn till her martyrdom. 

Mary, who was martyred at the fame time, was the 
daughter of a Chriftian tradefman at Eftremadura, who 
afterwards removed to a town near Corduba. 

As foon as the perfecution began under Abderrama, 
king of the Saracens, in Spain, Mary's brother was 
one who fell a viftim to the rage of the infidels on that 
occafion. Mary, hearing of his martyrdom, and full of 
a generous confulion at being left behind by one fo 
much younger than herfelf, gave a free loofe to her 
grief, which proceeded not fo much from the lofs of 
her brother, as her not being allowed to enjoy the hap- 
pinefs then in his poffcffion. 

She went full of thefe thoughts to Corduba, where, 
going into a church, (lie found Flora, who had left her, 
retreat on the fame motive, and was there recommend- 
ing herfelf to the author and rewarder of fuch viftories 
as Chriftians then gained over infidels. Upon conver- 
fing together, and finding they acted upon the fame he- 
roic principles, a»d propofed the fame glorious end of 
their labours, they agreed to go together, and declare 
their faith before the judge. Accordingly, without 
further hefitation, they proceeded to the magiftrate, 
when Flora boldly told him, (he looked on Mahomet 
as no better than a falfe prophet, an adulterer, and a 
magician. 

Hereupon Mary told the magiftrate, that (lie profeffed 
the fame faith, and entertained the fame fentiments a* 
Flora, and that (he was filler to Walabonzus, who had 
already fuffered for being a Chriftian. This behaviour 
fo much enraged the magiftrate, that he ordered them to 
be committed to clofe confinement for fome time, and 
then to be beheaded: which fentence was executed 
A. D. 850, on the 4th of November. 

Perfectus was born at Corduba, in Spain, and brought 
up in. the Chriftian faith. Having a quick genius, he 
made himfelf mafter of all the ufeful and polite litera- 
ture of that age; and, at the fame time, was not more 
celebrated for his abilities, then admired for his piety. 
At length he took prieft's orders, and performed the 
duties of his office with great afilduity and punc- 
tuality. 

One day walking in the ftreets of Corduba, fome 
Arabians entered into converfatiori with him, and, 
among other quellions, allied him his opinion both of 
Jefus Chrift, and of Mahomet. 

Perfectus gave them a very exact at 
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tian faith, refpecting the divinity of Chrift, and the re- 
demption of mankind ; but begged to be exculed from 
delivering his fentiments concerning Mahomet. The 
Arabians preffed him to fpeak freely ; but he declined it, 
faying, that what he fhould utter would not be agreea- 
ble to their ideas, and confequently that it would be dif- 
gufting to their cars ; he therefore thought belt to be 
filent, as he wifhed not to offend any one. Diffatisficd 
with this anfwer, they Mill entreated him to fpeak. his 
thoughts, declaring at the fame time, that they would 
not be offended at any thing he fhould fay. 

Believing them fincere, and hoping this might be the 
favourable time allotted by God for their converfion, 
Perfectus let them know the Chriftians looked on Ma- 
homet as one of the falfe prophets foretold in the gof- 
pel, who were to Teduce and deceive great numbers, to 
their eternal ruin. To illuftrate this affcrtion, he 
placed before them fomc of the actions of that grand im- 
poftor j endeavoured to fhew them the impious doctrines, 
and abominable abfurdities of the Alcoran ; and ended 
with exhorting them, in very ftrong terms, to quit the 
miferable ftate in which they then were, and which 
would certainly be followed by eternal mifery. 

It may eafily be imagined, that the infidels could not 
hear a difcourle like this without feeling fome warmth, 
and conceiving an indignation againft- the fpcaker. 
They thought proper, however, to difguife their refent- 
ments at that lime, but were refolved not to let him 
efcape without punifhment. At firft, indeed, they were 
unwilling to ufe any violence to him, becaufe they had 
given him a folemn affurance he (hould come to no 
harm, for the liberty he took at their requeft; but zeal 
for their law, and its author, fpon eafed them of that 
fcruple. They watched a favourable opportunity, feized 
on him, hurried him away to one of their chief ma- 
giftratcs, and accufed him of blafpheming their great 
prophet and legiflator. 

The whole allegation having been heard, the judge 
ordered him to be put in chains, and clofely confined in 
prifon, till the fealt of their Ramadan, or Lent, when 
he fhould be made a victim to Mahomet. He heard the 
determination of the judge with joy, and prepared for 
liis martyrdom with great fervency. 

When the time arrived, he was led to the place of 
execution, where he again made a confeffion of his faith, 
declared Mahomet an impoftor, and infilled, that the 
Alcoran was filled with abfurdities and blafphemies. In 
confequence of this he was fentenced to be beheaded, 
and was accordingly executed, A. D. 850 ; after which 
his body was honourably interred by the Chriftians. 

Winceflaus, duke of Bohemia, was brought up in the 
faith of Chrift, for his father Wrattiflaus, the preceding 
duke, was a valiant prince, and a good Chriftian ; but 
Drahomira, his mother, was a Pagan, whofc morals were 
as bad as her fentiments of religion : flic confented, 
however, to intruft her mother, Ludmilla, with the 
education of her eldeft Ton. That holy woman had 
rcfided at Prague ever fince the death of Borivor her 
hufband, the firft duke of Bohemia, who embraced the 
faith of Chrift; and Wincefiaus was lent to that city, to 
be brought up as fhe pleafcd. Ludmilla undertook to 
form his heart to devotion and the love of God, and was 
affifted in that work by Paul her chaplain, a man of 
great i'anctity and prudence, who likewife endeavoured 
to cultivate his mind with the firft rudiments of learn- 
ing. The mind of the young prince correfponded with 
their endeavours; and the grace of God, who had 
prepared him for their iiiftructions, made the tad; very 
eaf'y. At a convenient age he was lent to a college at 
Budweis, about fixty miles from Prague, where feveral 
young pcrfons of the firft rank were placed for their 
improvement in virtue and learning, and ftudied under 
the direction of an excellent mailer, a native of Neiffe, 
in the duchy of Silclia. 

At the death of Wrattiflaus, his fon Winceflaus was 
very young; oh which account Drahomira, his mother, 
declared hcrfelf regent during his minority. This 
princefs, not having any one now to control her, 
gave a free vent to her rage againft Chriftianity ; and 
ljcgan her adminillration with an order for fhutting up 
73- 



the churches. She repealed the laws in favour of the 
Chriftians, and removed all magiftrates of that deno- 
mination, fupplying their places with Pagans. 

Finding themfelvcs thus encouraged, the Pagans, 
upon any frivolous pretence, would murder the Chrif- 
tians with impunity ; and if a Chriftian in his own 
defence killed a Pagan, his life, and that of nine other 
Chriftians, were to be the forfeit. 

The venerable Ludmilla was fenfibly touched at 
thefe proceedings, and could not, without affliction, 
behold a religion trampled on which fhe profeffed, 
and which her confort had eftablilhcd with fo much 
difficulty. 

Ludmilla could not think of any expedient to prevent 
the total extirpation of Chriftianity in Bohemia, but 
perfuaded Winceflaus, young as he was, to affume the 
reins of government. Winceflaus at firft declined 
engaging in this talk, till maturer years had rendered 
him better qualified ; but upon his grandmother's pro- 
mifing to affift him with her advice, and direct him in 
his conduct, he complied with her requeft; and, to 
prevent all future difputes, divided the country between 
himfclf and his younger brother Boliflaw, whole name 
a town in, and a confiderable diftrict of, that countrv 
ftill retains. 

On this change of affairs Drahomira attached herfelf 
to Boliflaw, who, like herfelf, was a Pagan, and followed 
implicitly her maxims. With refpeft to the behaviour 
of Winceflaus after his affuming the fovercignty, and 
the fate of the aged and worthy Ludmilla, the annals 
of Bohemia furnilh us with thefe particulars : " Wincef- 
laus, purfuant 10 the impreffions of virtue which he had 
received from his grandmother, and others employed 
in his education, was more careful than ever topreferve 
the innocence of his morals, and acquired fome new 
degree of perfection every day. He was as humble, 
fober, and chafte, when mailer of his own motions, and 
in full poffeffion of fovercign authority, as when under 
the government of thefe on whom he was taught to look 
as his fuperiors. He fpent great part of the night in 
prayer, and the whole day in acts of piety ; directing 
all his views to the eftablifhment of peace, juftice, and 
religion, in his dominions. He was affifted in thefe 
charitable and truly chriftian labours by able minifters; 
and nothing of confequence was done without the advice 
of Ludmilla. That excellent princefs being informed 
that Drahomira, tranfported with rage at the fuccefs of 
her directions, had formed a defign againft her life, and 
that it would hardly be in her power to avoid the blow, 
was fo far from being difturbed at the apprehenfions of 
death, or defifting from what had made her odious to 
that wicked woman, that (he exerted herfelf more vigo- 
roufly than ever for the maintenance of religion, and 
confirming the prince in his refolutions. Being now 
allured that her death was near, and that feveral perfons 
were actually employed to difpatch her the firft conve- 
nient opportunity, fhe called all her fervants together, 
acknowledged their fidelity in her fervice with a liberal 
hand, and diftributed her goods and money among the 
poor. Thus diverted of all fhe poffeffed in the world, 
fhe went to her chapel, received the holy eucharift, and 
then employed herfelf in prayer, recommended her foul 
to God, and expected his wiil with the utmoft tranquil- 
lity and refignation. This was her nutation, when two 
ruffians entered the chapel, feized on her, and ftranglcd 

■ The young duke felt feverely for the lofs of his grand- 
mother; and the more Co, as he did not choofe to punifh 
the offenders, well knowing that they had been infti- 
gated to what they did by his mother. He therefore 
addreffed himfelf to God only, entreated the throne of 
grace for his mother's pardon and converfion, and 
patiently fubmitted to the difpenfations of Providence. 

As many factions were ftirred up in his dominions by 
means of his mother and brother, and as Winceflaus 
himfelf feemed of an unwarlike difpofition, a neigh- 
bouring prince determined to invade that part of 
Bohemia which belonged to him. This was Radiflaus, 
prince of Gurima, who entered Bohemia at the head 
of a confiderable army, and immediately commenced 
10 A hoftilities. 
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hoftilities. Winceflaus hearing of thefe proceedings, 
fent a meffage to the invader, to know what offence he 
Tiad given him, and what terms he required to quit his 
dominions; and leave him at his repofe. 

Radiflaus miftaking the temper of Winceflaus, look- 
ed upon this meffage to proceed from timidity; he 
therefore anfwered in a very haughty manner, made 
fome frivolous excufes for having commenced the 
quarrel, and concluded, by infilling that Winceflaus 
fhould furrender to him all his dominions. 

Thisunjult and infolent demand obliged Winceflaus 
to appear in arms in defence of himfelf and his people. 
He accordingly raifed a confiderable body of forces, 
and marched to oppofe the enemy. When the two ar- 
mies were drawn up, and ready to engage, Winceflaus 
defired a conference with Radillaus, which being com- 
plied with, he obferved, that as it would be unreasonable 
and unjufl to hazard the lives of fo many innocent men, 
the molt eligible method of putting an end to the dis- 
pute would be by fingle combat between thcmfelves. 

Radiflaus heard this propofal with pleafure, and 
accepted it with joy, thinking that he was much more 
expert in the ul'e of arms than his antagonift. They 
accordingly engaged in light of the two armies, and 
the victory fecmed doubtful for fome time, till, at 
length, it declared in favour of Winceflaus; when his 
antagonift was obliged, according to previous agree- 
:linquilh his pretended claim, and retire into 
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eing thus freed from the fears of a foreign enemy, 
Winceflaus had leifure to turn his thoughts to do- 
meftic reformation. He removed corrupt judges and 
venal magistrates, and filled their places with perfons 
of integrity : he put an end to oppreffion in all it's 
branches, and punifhed fuch nobles as tyrannized over 
thcir vaflals. Thefe regulations, though they relieved 
the poor and helplefs, gave great offence - to the great 
and rich, as they abridged their power of ufing thofe 
who depended on them ill, and, in fome degree, took 
from them that felf-impor-tance, and affumed eonfe- 
quence, which is the pride of little minds. Hence 
many became factious, and ripe for mifchief. The 
roalecontents gave an odious turn to all his beit actions; 
fpoke flightingly, and even contemptibly, of his appli- 
cation to prayer, fafting, and other acts of religion, 
which they endeavoured to infinuate were low employ- 
ments for a prince, and incompatible with the courage 



mother and brother were (fill the moft inveterate of his 
enemies, who could not bear to fee this growing prof- 
perity of the patron of religion, and enemy of idolatry; 
and therefore refolved to take him off at any rate. 
Drahomira and Boliflaw were concerting meafures for 
executing their black defign, when they underftood that 
Winceflaus had defired the pope to fend fome prielts 
into his dominions, with whom he propofed to fpend 
the remainder of his days in a religious retreat. This 
news fufpended the execution of their confpiracy againft 
him for fome time ; but, perceiving this affair did not 
come to a conclufion fo foon as was neceffary for fatis- 
fying their ambitious views, they re-affumed their cri- 
minal praftices againft him, and gained their ends in the 
following very black and treacherous manner : 
1 Boliflaw having been fome time married, hisprincefs 
proved pregnant, and, at length, brought him forth a 
fon. This circumflance, which fhould have diffufed 
joy throughout the family, furnifhed Drahomira and 
Boliflaw with an idea of the moft horrid nature, and 
the innocent infant was made the object for perpetrating 
a deed of unexampled cruelty. The fcheme concerted 
between the bigoted Boliflaw, and his wicked mother, 
was to get Winceflaus into their power. The birth 
of the child furnifhed them with a fair pretence; and. 
a polite meffage was difpatched to the unfufpecting 
duke, to partake of an entertainment given upon the 
occafion. Winceflaus, not having the leaft furmife of 
their barbarous intent, repaired to the court of Boliflaw, 
■where he was received with the greateft appearance of 
cordiality. He partook of the entertainment, and wore 
the face of feftivity till it grew rather late at night, 



when he thought proper to retire before the reft of the 
company, as he was not fond of late hours, and as h e 
never negleQed his devotions to the Almighty, previous 
to his laying down to Ucep. 

As foon as he was withdrawn, Drahomira urged Bo- 
liflaw not to trull their revenge to another hand, but to 
follow his brother inftantly, and murder him! The 
bloody prince took his mother's fanguinary advice, and 
repairing to his brother's chamber, he found him kneel- 
ing, and in fervent prayer to the Almighty ; when un- 
moved by that pious appearance, he rufhed upon'him 
and plunged a dagger to his heart. Thus, in A. d! 
929, fell Winceflaus, the third duke of Bohemia, by as 
infernal an a£l of treachery as ever was recorded in the 

Adalbert, bifhop of Prague, was a Bohemian by 
birth. His parents were perfons of rank, but more 
diftinguifhed for their virtue and piety than for their 
opulence or lineage. They were happy in a fon, whole 
dawning perfections gave them a pleating hope, that he 
would one day become a fhining ornament to his family. 
That he might fulfil their expeditions, they gave him a 
complete education ; but their joy was in fome mcafure 
damped, by his falling into a dropfy, from which he 
was with difficulty recovered. 

When he was effectually cured, they fent him to 
Magdaburg, and committed him to the care of the 
archbifhop of that city, who completed his education, 
and confirmed him in piety and virtue. The rapid pro- 
grefs which Adalbert made in human and divine learn- 
ing, made him dear to the prelate, who, to the authority 
of a teacher, joined all the tendernefs of a parent for 
his amiable pupil. 

. Having ("pent nine years at Magdaburg, he retired to 
his own country upon the death of the archbifhop. and 
entered himfelf among the clergy at Prague. Dilhmar, 
bifhop of Prague, died foon after the return of Adal- 
bert to that city ; and, in his expiring moments, ex- 
preffed fuch contrition for having been ambitious 
and folicitous of worldly honours and riches, as 
furprifed every one who heard it. Adalbert, who 
was among the number prcfent, was fo fenfibly af- 
fected at the bifhop's dying fentiments, that he received 
them as an admonition to the ftrifct practice of virtue, 
which he afterwards exercifed with the greateft atten- 
tion, fpending his time in prayer, and relieving the 
poor with a cheerful liberality. 

A few days after the deceafe of Dithmar, an affem- 
bly was held for the choice of a fucceffor, which con- 
fifted of the clergy of Prague, and the chief quality of 
Bohemia. Adalbert's character for every virtue that 
important poft required, foon determined them to raife 
him to the vacant fee, which they did on the 19th of 
February 983. Meffengers were immediately dif- 
patched to Verona, to defire Otho II. would confirm 
the election. The emperor granted the requeft, ordered 
Adalbert to repair to court for inveftiture, gave him the 
ring and crofter, and then fent him to the archbifhop of 
Mentz for confecration. That ceremony was performed 
on the 29th of June the fame year; and he was re- 
ceived at Prague with all poffible demonstrations of 
public joy. Pie divided the revenue of his fee into 
four parts, according to the direction of the canons 
extant in the fifth century. The fir ft was employed in 
the fabric, and ornaments of the church ; the fecond 
went to the maintenance of the clergy; the third was. 
laid out for the relief of the poor; and the fourth 
referved for the fupport of himfelf and family ; which 
was always made to include twelve indigent perfons, to 
whom he allowed daily fubfiftence. 

He now performed his duty with the utmoft affiduity, 
and.fpent a great portion of his time in preaching to 
and exhorting the people. His conduct was difcrcet 
and humane ; and his manner neither too fevere nor too 
indulgent; fo that his flock were not terrified into de- 
fpair, or flattered into prefumption. But fome things 
which he could not remedy gave him great uneafinef's, 
particularly the having a plurality of wives, and felling 
the Chriflians to the Jews, for trivial offences. Hence 
he determined to confult the pope, and made a journey 
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to Rome. Accordingly, John, who then fat in the pa- 
pal chair, received him with great cordiality, and ha- 
ving heard his grievance, advifed him to give up his 
bifhopric, rather than be the witnefs of enormities which 
he could not remedy. He determined to take the pope's 
advice, and to devote the remainder of his days to mor- 
tification, poverty, and (ilence ; which defign he began 
by giving all his treafures to the poor. He was, how- 
ever, before he entirely fecluded himfclf from mankind, 
tlclirous of feeing the Holy Land, and fet off accord- 
ingly, with three perfons in his company. 

In their way they arrived at Mount Caffino, where 
the heads of the monaftery of that place received them 
in a very friendly manner, and entertained them as well 
as the rules of their order would admit. Being apprized 
of the caufe of their journey, when they were about to 
depart, the fupcrior of the monaftery addreffed him- 
fclf to Adalbert, and obferved to him, that the journey 
he had undertaken would give him more trouble and 
uneafinefs than he was aware of; that the frequent defire 
of changing place and travelling, often proceeded more 
from a refllefs difpofition, and eager curiofity, than real 
religion, or folid devotion. " Therefore, faid he, if 
you will liften to my advice.leave the world at once with 
fincerity, and fettle in fome religious community, with- 
out dcliring to fee more than you have already feen." 
Adalbert liftened attentively, and came readily into the 
fentiments of the fuperior, which foon determined him 
to take up his refidence in that monaftery, where he then 
thought he might live entirely reclufe, and, being un- 
known, might pafs unhonoured to the grave. But in 
the latter particular he was miftaken; for the priefls, by 
accident, coming to a knowledge of the rank and for- 
mer dignity of their colleague, began to treat him with 
great deference and refpe£t, which occasioned him to 
leave the place. Nilus, a Grecian, was then at the 
head of a community not far from Mount Caffino ; 
Adalbert made his way to him, and begged to be re- 
ceived into his monaftery. He affured him he would 
willingly comply with his requeft, if he thought the rule 
and practice of his religious family would be agreeable 
to a {tranger ; befides which, he told him that the houfe 
in which he and his people lived was given to them by 
thofe of Mount Caffino ; and therefore it might not be 
fafe for him to receive one that had left that community. 
When Nilus had thus excufed hirafelf, he advifed him 
to return to Rome, and apply himfclf to Leo, an abbot 
of his acquaintance there, to whom he gave a letter of 
recommendation. Adalbert went to Rome, where he 
found Leo, who, before he would admit him, put his 
virtue and courage to proper trials, by fpcaking roughly 
to him, and giving him a terrible account of the labours 
and fevcrities of the ftate in which he detired to engage. 
But, finding his refolution was not moved or weakened 
by the profpect of the molt auftcre mortifications, he 
conducted him to the pope, and, with the confent of 
that pontiff and the whole college of cardinals, gave 
him the habit on Holy Thurfday in the year ggo. We 
have already faid, that he had been attended only by 
three fele£t perfons ever fince he had the pope's advice 
for rcfigning his bifhopric; two of them left him now; 
hut the third, who was his own- brother Gaudentius, 
followed his example, and engaged in the fame commu- 
nity. Adalbert, full of the molt profound humility, 
took a particular pleafure in the loweft employments of 
the houfe, and lived here an excellent pattern of chrif- 
tian fimplicity and obedience. 

The archbifhop of Mentz, as metropolitan, was ex- 
ceedingly afflicted at the diforders in the church of 
Prague, and wifhed for the return of the bifliop, with 
whole retreat he was not, for fome time acquainted. 
At length, after five years abfen.ee, he heard that Adal- 
bert was at Rome, when he fent a deputation to the 
pope to prefs his return to his diocefe. The pope fum- 
inoncd a council to confider of the deputation, and af- 
ter a warm difpute between the monks and deputies, 
the latter carried their point, and Adalbert was ordered 
to return to his diocefe; but, at the fame time, had 
permilfion to quit his charge again, if he found his 
H"ck as incorrigible as before. The inhabitants of 



Prague met him, on his arrival, with great joy, and 
promifed obedience to his directions; but they foon 
forgot their promffes, and relapfed into their former 
vices, which obliged him, a fecond time, to leave 
them, and return to his monaftery. 

The archbifhop of Mentz fent another deputation to 
Rome, and defired that his fuffragan might be again 
ordered back to his diocefe. Gregory V. who was then 
pope, commanded him to return to Prague; and he 
obeyed, though with great reluftance. 

The Bohemians, however, did not look upon him as 
before, but deemed him the cenfor of their faults, and 
the enemy to their pleafures, and threatened him. 
with death upon his arrival ; but not having him yet in 
their power, contented themfelves with falling on his 
relations, feveral of whom they murdered, plundered 
their eflates, and fet fire to their houfes. Adalbert had 
intelligence of thefe outrageous proceedings, and could 
not judge it prudent to proceed on his journey. He 
therefore went to the duke of Poland, who had a parti- 
cular refpect for him, and engaged that prince to found 
the Bohemians in regard to his return ; but could get 
no better anfwerfrom that wretched people, than "that 
they were finncrs, hardened in iniquity; and Adalbert 
a faint, and confequently not fit to live among them ; 
for which reafon he was not to hope for a tolerable re- 
ception at Prague." The bifliop thought this meffage 
discharged him from any further concern for that 
church, and began to dire£t his thoughts to the conver- 
fion of infidels; to which end he repaired to Dant- 
zick, where he converted and baptized many, which 
fo enraged the pagan priefts, that they fell upon him, 
and difpatched him with darts, on the 23d of April, 
A. D. 997. 



An Account of the PERSECUTIONS in the 
Eleventh Century. 

A LPHAGE, archbifhop of Canterbury, was de- 
l \ feended from a confiderable family in Gloucefter- 
Ihire.andreceivedan education fuitable to his illuftrious 
birth. His parents were worthy Chriftians, and Alpbage 
fcemed to inherit all their virtues. He was prudent and 
humble, pious and cbafte : he made a rapid progrefs 
both in polite literature and fcripture learning, and was, 
at once, the admired fcholar, and devout Chriftian: he 
ftrove to make the arts ufeful to the purpofes of life, 
and to render philofophy fubfervient to the caufe of 
religion. I n order to be. more at leifure to contemplate 
the divine perfections, he determined to renounce his 
fortune, quit home, and become a reclufe. He ac- 
cordingly retired to a monaftery of Benedictines, at 
Deerhur'ft, in Gloucefterfhire, and foon after took the 
habit. 

Confidering that the principal bufinefs of a Chriftian 
was to fuhdue his paflions, and mortify his appetites, he 
lived with the utmoft temperance, and fpent the great- 
eft part of his time in prayer. But not thinking the 
aufterilies he underwent~in this monaftery fufficiently 
fevere, he retired to a lonely cell near Bath, and lived 
in a manner (till more rigid and mortifying. Here he 
thought to remain unknown, but fome devout perfons 
finding out his retreat, his auftere life foon became the 
fubjefct of converfation in the neighbouring villages, 
where many flocked to him, and begged to be taken 
under his paftoral care. He yielded to their importuni- 
ties, raifed a monaftery near his cell, by the contribu- 
tions of feveral well-difpofcd perfons ; formed his new 
pupils into a community, and placed a prior over them. 
Having prefcribed rules for their regulation, he again 
retired to his beloved cell, fervently wifhing to pafs the 
remainder of his days in religious fecurity ; when the 
following affair once more drew him from his retreat. 

The fee of Winchefter being vacant by the death of 
Ethelwold, it was no eafy matter to agree upon the 
choice of a fucceffor to that bifhopric. The clergy had 
been driven out of the cathedral for their fcandalous 
live^, but were admitted again by King Ethelred, upon 



868 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



certain terms of reformation. The monks, who had 
been introduced upon their expulfion, looked upon 
themfelves as the chapter of that church ; and hence 
arofe a violent conteft between them, and the clergy 
who had been re-admitted, about the eleclion of a bi- 
Ihop; while both. parties were hot, and vigoroully let 
upon promoting each their own man. This difpute at 
laft ran fo high, that Dunftan, archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, as primate of all England, was obliged to inter- 
pofe in the affair, who confecrated Alphage to the 
vacant bifliopric, to the general fatisfafclion of all con- 
cerned in the eleaion, or interefted in the affair. 

Alphage's behaviour was a fufficicnt proof of his be- 
ing equal to the dignity of his vocation. Piety flourifhed 
in his dioccfe; unity was eftablifhed among his clergy 
and people ; and the church of Wincl.efter recovered 
it's luflre in fuch a manner, as made the bifhop the 
admiration of the whole kingdom. 

Dunftan had an extraordinary veneration for Alphage, 
and when at the point of death, made it his ardent re- 
-queft to God, that he might fucceed him in the fee of 
-Canterbury ; which accordingly happened, though not 
till about eighteen years after Dunllan's death. In the 
<ourfe of that period the metropolitan church was go- 
verned by three fucceffive prelates ; the laft of whom 
-was Alfrick j upon whofe deceafe, in 1006, Alphage 
•was raifed to the fee of Canterbury. 

The people belonging to the diocefe of Winchefter 
■were the only perfons who did not fincerely rejoice at 
his promotion ; for they were too fenfible of the lofs 
they fuftained by his tranflation, not to regret his 
xemoval to Canterbury. 

Soon alfter his being made archbifhop, he went to 
Rome, and received the pall from pope John XVIII. 
and after his return to England, laboured'afliduoufly to 
introduce the bed regulations into the church. 

After Alphage had governed the fee of Canterbury 
about four years, with great reputation to himfelf, and 
benefit to his people, the Danes made an incurfion into 
.England. Ethelred, who then reigned, was a prince 
of a very weak underftanding, and pufillanimous dif- 
pofition. Too fearful to face the enemy himfelf, and 
too irrefolute to furnifh others with the means of afting 
in his ftead, he fuffered his country to be ravaged with 
impunity, and the greateft depredations to be commit- 
ted at the option of his enemies. 

The archbifhop Alphage, upon this trying occafion, 
a&ed with great refolution and humanity : he went bold- 
ly to the Danes, purchafed the freedom of feveral whom 
they had made captives; found means to fend a fuificient 
quantity of food to others, whom he had not money 
enough to redeem, and even made converts of Come of 
the Danes: but the latter circumltancc made the Danes, 
who ftill continued Pagans, greater enemies to him than 
they would otherwife have been, and determined them 
to be revenged on him for occafioning a change in the 
fentiments of their companions. Edric, an Englifh 
malecontent, and an infamous traitor, gave the Danes 
every encouragement, and even aflilted them in laying 
fiege to Canterbury. When the defign of attacking 
this city was known, many of the principal people made 
a precipitate flight from it, and would have perfuaded 
Alphage to follow their example. But he, like a good 
paftor, would not liflen to fuch a propofal; he allured 
them he could not think of abandoning his (lock, at a 
time when his prefence was more neceffary than ever, 
and was refolved to hazard his life in their defence, at 
this calamitous junElure. While he was employed in 
aflilting and encouraging his people, Canterbury was 
taken by ftorm ; the enemy poured into the town, and 
deftroyed all that came in their wav, by (ire and (word. 
The monks did what they could to detain the archbifhop 
in the church, where they hoped he might be fafc. Hut 
his concern for his flock made him break from them 
and run into the midft of the danger. He had the cou- 
rage to addrefs the enemy, and oiler himfelf to their 
fwords, as more worthv their rage than the people: he 
begged they might be 'laved, and that they would dif- 
charge their whole fury on him They accordingly 
feized him, tied his hands, infulted, and ahufed him 



in a rude and barbarous manner; and obliged him t0 
remain on the fpot till his church was burnt, and the 
monks maffacred. They then decimated. all the inhabi- 
tants, both ccclefiaflics, and laymen, leaving only every 
tenth perron alive: fo that they put 7236 pcrlbns to 
death, and left only four monks, and 800 laymen alive- 
after which they confined the archbifhop in a dungeon 
where they kept him dole prifoncr for feveral months' 

During his confinement, they propofed to him to.e- 
decm his liberty with the Cum of 30C0I. and to per- 
I'uadc the king to purchafe their departure out of the 
kingdom, with a further fum of to.oool. Alphanc's 
circumftances would not allow him to fatisl'y the exorbi- 
tant demand : they bound him, and put him to fevcre 
torments, to oblige him to difeover the trca!'tirc of his 
church; upon which they allured him of his life and li- 
berty. The prelate knew, that what they infilled oti 
was the inheritance of the poor, not to be thrown away 
upon the barbarous enemies of the chriflian religion'; 
and therefore perfifted in refilling to give them any ac- 
count of it. They remanded him to prifon again, con- 
fined him fix days longer, and then taking him wiih 
them to Greenwich, brought him to a trial there. He 
ftill remained inflexible with rclpefct to the church trea- 
fures; but exhorted them to forfake their idolatry, and 
embrace Chriftianity. This fo greatly incenled the 
Danes, that the foldiers dragged him out of the camp, 
and beat him unmercifully. Alphage bore this ul'age 
patiently, and even prayed for his persecutors. One of 
the foldiers, who had been converted a.nd baptized by 
him, was greatly afflifled, that his pains fhould be fo 
lingering, as he knew his death was determined on: he, 
therefore, with the fury of a defperate zeal, and a kind 
of barbarous compaffion, cut off his head, and thus put 
the finifhing ftroke to his martyrdom, on April ig, 
A. D. 1012. This tranfaftion happened on the very 
fpot where the church at Greenwich, which is dedicated 
to him, now Hands. After his death his body was thrown 
into the Thames, but being found the next day, it was 
buried in the cathedral of St. Paul's, by the bifliops of 
London and Lincoln; from whence it was, in the year 
1023, removed to Canterbury by yEthelmoth, the arch- 
bifhop of that province. 

Gerard, a Venetian, devoted himfelf to the fcrviceof 
God from his tender years; entered into a religious 
houfe for fome time, and then determined to vifit the 
Holy Land. Going into Hungary, he became ac- 
quainted with Stephen, the king of that country, who, 
at once, afcled the parts of prince and preacher, and not 
only regulated his fubjc£ts by wholefome laws, but 
taught them religious duties. ' Finding Gerard every 
way qualified to inftrucT his people, he tried, by every 
means, to detain him in his kingdom ; and, at length, 
founding feveral churches, he made Gerard bifhop of 
that of Chonad. 

Gerard had a very difficult tafk to perform ; the peo- 
ple of his diocefe were fond of, and accuftomcd to ido- 
latry ; and their pervcrfenefs was equal to their immo- 
rality. The new- bifhop, however, afliduous in his 
charge, and full of zeal for the falvation of his flock, 
laboured diligently to bring them to a fenfe of then- 
duty. He foon had the plcafure to find that his endea- 
vours were not unfuccefsful, for his fweetnefs of dilpo- 
fuion won upon the people fo much, that they could not 
help believing one whom they loved, or of placing a 
confidence in the doctrines of a man they had fuch gieac 

^Hisconquefts over idolatry were not confined to his 
own diocefe, but extended to the adjacent country, 
where his doarincs fucccfsfully fpread, and many be- 
came converts to the pure faith of Chrill. Wherever 
the faith made it's way. by his minifh v, he took care to 
edablilh ecclcfiaftical difciplinc for the preservation of 
religion, and made feveral ufeful regulations in the pub- 
lic Service of the church. His exemplary condutt was 
at lead as inftruftive as his fermons and exhortations, 
and went a great way in convincing his converts of the 
truth and dignity of their new profeflion : for who could 
doubt of the excellency of a religion, that 1 ailed him 
above the wcakiicH'es and paflions of human nature ; and 
appeared 
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appeared divine, by placing him at a'diftance from ail 
that flatters or delights the fenfes ? He vifited his dio- 
cefe, and was remarkable for an uncommon tendernefs 
for the poor, efpeciallv fuch as had the misfortune 
of ficknefs, or were incapable of following their 
accuftomed employments. 

During the life of Stephen, Gerard received every 
kind of affiftance which that excellent monarch could 
afford him ; but on the demife of Stephen, his nephew 
Peter, who fucceeded hirri, was of fo different a tem- 
per, that Gerard was greatly perplexed during his go- 
vernment. 

At length, the tyranny of Peter exafperated his fub* . 
je£ts fo much againft him, that they depofed him, and 
placed Ouvo on the throne. They, however, foon 
found that they had changed from bad to worfe ; for 
Ouvo proved a greater monfler of cruelty than his pre- 
deceflbr. At Eafter, Ouvo repaired to Chonad, in or- 
der to receive the crown from the hands of ' Gerard. 
When he arrived- at the place, the other prelates of 
the kingdom, who were afTembled on that folemn oc- 
cafion, affured the prince of their affections for his per- 
fon, arid promifed to concur in his coronation ; "but 
Gerard absolutely refufed to pay that compliment to a 
public and malicious enemy; and took the liberty of let- 
ting the intruder know, that he could not look on Peter's 
fexclufion as regular, and confequeritly fhduldnot pro- 
ceed to do any thirig to the prejudice of his title i he then 
told him, thatif he perfi'fted in his ufurpatiOn, the Divine 
Prdvidence would foon put an end to his life and reign. 
Ouvo, growing more i'nfuppdrtable than hispredeceffor,' 
was brought to the fcaffold in' the year 1044 ; upon which 
Peter was recalled, arid placed on the throne a fecond 
time; but his depofitioh and retire merit- had made no' 
alteration in his temper, fo that he was again deprived 
of the royal dignity after two' years pofleflionV' ' 
: Andrew; fon of Ladiflaus, coufin-german to Stephen, 
had then a tender of the crown made him, upon condi- 
tion that he would employ his authority in extirpating 
the chriftian religion but of Hungary. The ambitious 
prince came into the propofal, and promifed to do his 
utmoft in re-eflablifhing the idolatrous worfhip of his 
deluded ariceftors. Gerard, being informed of this im- 
pious bargain, thdught his duty obliged him to remori- 1 
ftrate againft the enormity of Andrew's crime, a'nd : per- 
fuade him'to withdraw' hispromife. In this : view he 
undertook to go to that prince; attended by three other 
prelates, full of a like zeal for religion. The new king 
was'at Alba Regalis, but as the four bifhops were going 
to crofs the Danube, they were' Hopped by a party of 
foldiers ppfted there by order of a man of quality in the 
neighbourhood, remarkable for his averfion to the chrif- 
tian religion, and to Stephen's memory. They bore an 
attack with a fhower of ftones patiently, when the fol- 
diers proceeding to greater outrages, beat-them urirrfer-' 
cifully, and at length difpatched them with lances.- 
Their martyrdoms happened in the year 1045. - : 

Staniflaus, bifhop of Cracow, was defcended from an 
illuftrious Polifh farnily. : The piety of his parents was' 
equal to their opulence, and the latter they rendered 
fubfervient to all the purpofes of charity and benevo- 
lence. Staniflaus was their only 'child, and confequent- 
ly the fole objea of the'ir ; parental affeaiori. ■. When 
lie was of a proper age', they employed matters in feve- 
ral branches of learning to inflrua hirii, and were hap- 
py to find, that his' rapid improvement fully anfwered 
their moft fanguine expectations. He had a penetrating' 
genius,' retentive memory, arid fojid' uriderflanding j 
hence ftudy became his aniufement, learning his delight, 
and" books his beloved companions.'- Nor was his dif- 
pofition inferior to his abilities; he was modeft, -mild"; 
candid, arid'grave, temperatff in his meals, and mode- 
rate in liis (leep-, he voluntarily gave himfelf, ini the 
dawn of youth, to' fuch auflerilies, as might have given 
reputation to a profefled hermit.- Havingpurfued his 
ftudies at home for fome years, he was fent to a f'emina- 
ry of learning in Poland, and afterwards to the univer- 
fity of Paris; that his education might be completed in 
that celebrated feat of literature. After continuing fe- 
ven years at Paris, he returned to his own country, and 
•' ' 73- 



CHRISTIANS in Various Parts. -8 6g 

on the d'emifd of liis parents became p>fl£fled of a plen- 
tiful fortune. Senfible that riches coriftituted no part 
of a Chriftian's happinefs, any further/than ai they enai 
bled him to aflifl the needy,- he devoted molt of his pro- 
perty to charitable ufes, retaining only a f'mall portion 
for his own' fuftenance. 

His views we're now folely direaed to the rriiniflry ; 
but he remained for fome time undetertnined, whether 
he (hould embrace a monaftic life, or engage among the 
fecular clergy. He was at length perfuaded to the lat-> 
ter by Lambert Zula, biihopof Cracow, who gave him 
holy orders, and made him a canon of his cathedral. 
In this capacity he lived in a moft pious and exemplary 
manner, arid performed the duties of- his funaion with 
unremitting afliduity and fervent devotion. Lambert 
could not help being charmed with the many virtues 
which fo particularly diftinguifhed Staniflaus, and would 
fain have refigned his bifhopric- to him. The reafon he 
alleged for fuch refignation was his great age, but Sta-- 
niflaus abfolutely'refufed to accept of the fee, for the 
contrary reafdh, viz. his want of years; for being' then 
only thirty-fix years old, he deemed that too early a 
time of life fair a man to undertake 'the'irriportarit care 1 
ofadiocefe. Lambert, however, made him 'his fubfti-i 
tute upon various occafioris, by which he became 
thoroughly acquainted with all that related to the, bi^ 
fhbpric. Lambert died on November 25, A. D, tofli 
when all concerned in the choice of a fucceflbr declar- 
ed for'Stanifhius: But his former objeaion remained; 
and on account of his age, -.he declined the acceptance 

of the prelacy. ,•;.<. 

Determined however to cdriquer- hisTcriiple's, 1 thei 
. king, clergy, and nobility unanimoufly joined in writing 
' to pope Alexander II. who at their entreaty fent aft ex- 
' prefs order that Staniflaus fhbuld accept the bifhdpric. ; 
Thus commanded, he obeyed, and exerted himfelf to 
the utmoft in the iriiprovement of .his flock. He was 
' equally careful with refpeft both to clergy and laity ;° 
and exhorted the former to fhew a-good example as 
much as he did the latter to imitate it. He kept a lift of 
all the poor in his diocefe, and by feeding the hungry, 
; clothing the naked, and adminiftering remedies to the 
; fick, ! he proved himfelf riot only the godly paftor, but 
the bodily phyfitiian, arid generous benefaftor. v 

Boliflaus, the fecond king of Poland, had, by nature, 
many good qualities, but giving way too much to his 
paffions he ra'ri into " many enormities. He daily grew 
worfe and worfe, and from being deemed a good king, 
at length had the appellation of cru el beftdwed on him. 
' The nobility were (hocked at his condiia,-' but did not 
care to fpeak to him concerning it, and the clergy faw 
1 his proceedings with griefj but "were afraid to reprehend 
j him. ' Staniflaus alone had the courage to telbhim of 
■ his faults, when taking a private opportunity he- freely 
: difplayed'to him the enoruiitytof his crimes.! ■ 
': I - - The. king was greatly exafperated ^at this freedom, 

■ : biit awed by the virtues of the bifhop,' diffembled his 
i : rerentrrieritj -and appearing to ; be convinced ofi his'errdrs. 

promifed to reform his condua. So far- however from. 
, defigrii'rig' to- perform his prornife, he complained to 
fome of his fycophants of the freedom- that Staniflaus 
had takeiVwith' him ;• and they, to flatter his folly,' con-: 
; : demrced the boldnefs of the ; bifhop. • The king, -foon- 
after, attempted ' the chaftity of a' married lady, who 
rejected hW offers with difdain ; which piqued hii pride" 
fo mu'ch, that he feized her by force, and violatedher 
by cdmpiiHioni This greatly alarmed all the! nobility r 
i. none kuew how long his own wife, daughter, or 'lifter 
[ might be fafe ; and ' each dreaded for the peace of.'his! 
; family. They, ' at length, afTembled together, arid eal- 
! ling the clergy to : their affiftahce, entreated Peter,! arch-: 
; bifhop of Grefne, to remonftrate to the king on jh& im j 

■ propriety and vitiouf'nefs of his condua; . 'adding; 
;' that it was more particularly his bufinefs fo to do, • as' 
. primate of Poland. ' ' : 

The archbifhop, however, declined the dangerous 
tafk ; for though a man of fome virtue; he was of a 
difpofition uncommonly timid: Several other prelates 
fhelttred themfelves behind his refufal, and 'gave their 
fear the name ofmodefty, which would not permit them 
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to undertake what their metropolitan had thought too 
great for his abilities. Staniflaus alone was, as before, 
the only one who had courage and ze;d fufficient to 
perform what he looked upon as a molt important and 
indifpenfable duty. He, therefore, put himfelf at the 
head of a felect number of ecclefialtics, noblemen, and 
gentlemen; and, proceeding . to court, addreffed the 
king in a folcrnn and ferious manner, and fully repre- 
fented the heinoufnel's of his crimes, and what would 
be the fatal confequences of his debaucheries. 

The king had fcarcc patience to hear him out ; and, 
as foon as he had done Ipeaking flew into a violent paf- 
fion, at once complaining of the want of refpect to his 
royal dignity, and vowing revenge for what he called an 
infult to his perlbn. Staniflaus, however, not in the 
lean intimidated by his menaces, vifited him twice 
more, and remonftrated with him in a fimilar manner, 
which fo much exafperated the king, that he knew not 

The nobility and clergy, finding that the admonitions, 
of the bifhpp had not the delired effect upon the king, 
thought proper to interpofe between them. The nobi- 
lity entreated the bifhop to refrain, from any more exaf- 
perating a monarch of fo ferocious and untraceable a 
temper; and the clergy endeavoured to pcrfuade the 
king not to be offended with Staniflaus for his charitable 
remonftrances. Neither, however, fucceeded, for the 
king remained as obllinate, and the bilhop as zealous, 
as, ever. The haughty fovcrcign, at length, determined, 
at any rate, to get, rid of a prelate, who, in his opinion, 
was fo extremely troublefome. Hearing one day that 
the bifhap was by himfelf, in the chapel of St. Michael, 
at .a fmall diftauce from', the town, he dilpatched (ome 
foldiers to murder him. The foldiers readily undertook 
the bloody tafk ; but when they came into the pretence 
of Staniflaus, the venerable afpeft of the prelaic ftruck 
diem with .fuch awe, that they could not perforin what 
they had promi fed. On their return, the king, finding 
they had not obeyed his orders, (tormed at them violent- 
ly, thatched a dagger from one of them, and ran fu- 
rtoufly to, the chapel, where, finding Staniflaus at the 
alter, he plunged the weapon to hisheart. The prelate 
immediately .expired,, on the 8th of May, A. D. 1079, 
receiving a crown of martydom, as a reward for his 
?eal. 



A* Accouhtc/ the PERSECUTIONS of the 
WALDENSES, in France. 

POPERY haying brought various innovations into 
the church, and overfpread the chrillian world 
with darknefs. and fuperttition, fome few, who plainly 
perceived the peirnicious tendency of fuch errors, deter- 
mined to fhew the light of th.e gofpel in it's real purity, 
and to difperfe thp&elouds whicliartful priefts had rai- 
fed about it, in order to blind the people, and obfeure 
it's real brightnefs. 

The principal among thefe was Berengarius, who, 
about the year 1000, boldly preached gofpel truths 
according to their primitive purity. Many, from con- 
viction, affented to his doctrine, and were, on that ac- 
count,, called Berengarians. To Berengarius fucceeded 
Peter Bruis, who preached at Thouloufe, under the pro- 
tection of an earl, named Hildephonfus ; and the whole 
tenets of the reformers, with the reafons of their repara- 
tion from, the church of Rome, were publifhcd in a. 
book written by Bruis under the title of Antichrist. 

By the year of ChriftiMQ, the number of there- 
formed was very great, and the probability of their in- 
creafing alarmed the pope, who wrote to feveral princes 
to banifh them ; their dominions, and employed many 
learned men: to write againft their doctrines. 

A. D. 1147, Henry, of Thouloufe, being deemed their 
moll eminent preacher, they were called Henriaians; 
and as they would not admit of any proofs relative 
to religion, but what could be deduced from the 
fcriptures themfclves, the popifh party gave them the 
name of Apoftolics.. At length, Petes Waldo, or Val- 



do, a native of Lyons, became a llrenuous oppoferof 
Popery : and from him the reformed, at that time, re- 
ceived the appellation of Waldenfes, or Waldoys.' 

Peter Waldo was a man eminent for his learning 
piety, and benevolence ; fo that his doctrines were ad! 
mired by great numbers, and he was followed by mul- 
titudes. The bilhop of Lyons taking umbrage at the 
freedom with which he treated the pope and the Romifli 
clergy, fent to admonifh him to refrain, in future, from 
fuch difcourfes. To which meffage Waldo returned 
this reply : " That he could not be filent in a caul'e of 
fuch importance as the falvation of men s fouls; where- 
in he mulb obey God rather than man." 

Waldo's principal accufations againft the pope and 
Popery were, that the Roman-Catholics affirm theclmrdi 
of Rome to be the only infallible church of Chrilt upon 
earth ; and that the pope is it's head, and the vicar of 
Chrilt : that they hold the abfmd doctrine of tranl'ub- 
llantiation, infilling, that the bread and wine given in 
the lacrament is the very identical body and blood of 
Chrilt which was nailed to the crofs : that they believe 
there is a place called purgatory, where the fouls of 
perfons, after this life, are purged from the lins of mor- 
tality ; and that the pains and penalties here inflicted 
may be abated according to (he mail'es laid by, and the 
money paid to the prielts : that they teach, the com- 
munion ol one kind, or the receiving the wafer only i s 
fufficient for the (ay-people, though the clergy niult'be 
indulged with both bread and wine : that they pray to 
the Virgin Mary and faints, though their prayers ought 
to be immediately to God : that they pray for fouls de- 
parted, though God decides the fate immediately on the 
deceafe of the perfon : that they will not perform the 
fcrvice of the church in a language underftood by the 
people in general : that they place their devotion in die 
number of prayers, and not in the intent of the heart: 
that they forbid marriage to the clergy, though God 
allowed it; and that they ufe many things in bantifm 
though Chrilt ufed only water. 6 P ' 

. Pope Alexander the Third being informed of thefe 
tranlattions, excommunicated Waldo and hisadhercnts, 
and commanded the bifhop of Lyons to exterminate 
them, if polfible, from the face of the earth; and hence 
began the papal perfections againft the Waldenfes. 

Before we defcribe the fufferings and martydom of 
I the Waldenfes, it is neceffary to fhew their tenets, which 
will explain how, and for what reafou, they differed 
from the church of Rome : 

1. That holy oil is not to be mingled in baptifm. 

a. That prayers ufed over things inanimate are 
fuperftitious. 

3. Fleft) may be eaten in Lent; the clergy may. 
marry; and auricular confeflion is unneceffary. 

4. Confirmation is no facramcnt ; we are not bound 
to pay obedience to the pope; miuiltersfhould live upon 
tithes; no dignity fets one clergyman above another, for 
their fuperiority can only be drawn from real worth. 

5. Images in churches are abfurd ; image-worfhip is 
idolatry ; the pope's indulgences ridiculous ; and the 
miracles pretended to be done by the church of Rome 
are falfc. 

6. Fornication and public ftews ought not to be 
allowed.,- purgatory is a fiction ; and deceafed perfons, 
called faints,- ought not to be prayed to. 

7. Extreme unction is not. a facrament; and mafles, 
indulgences, and prayers are of no fervice to the 
dead. 

. 8. The Lord's prayer ought to be the rule of all 
other prayers. 

Waldo himfelf remained three years undifcovered in 
Lyons, though the utmoft cfiligence was ufed to appre- 
hend him. However, being greatly beloved, he was 
not betrayed; but at length found an opportunity of 
efcapingfrom the place of his concealment to the moun- 
tains of Dauphiny. Waldo foon after found means to 
propagate his doctrines in Dauphiny and Picardy, which 
fo exafperated Philip, king of France, that he put the 
latter province, as the rnoft obnoxious of the two, un- 
der military execution; deftroying above 300 gentle- 
men* feats, erafing fome walled towns, burning many 
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of the reformed, and driving others into Flanders and 
Germany. 

Notwithstanding thefe perfections, the reformed re- 
ligion feemed to flourifh; and the Waldenfes, in various 
party, became more numerous than ever. Hence the 
pope accufed them of herefy,' and the monks with im- 
morality ; the firft afferting that they had fallen into 
many errors, and the latter that they committed many 
bad practices. Thefe {landers they, however, refuted 
in a modeft publication, which at once defended the 
purity of their doctrines, and the piety of" their lives. 

The pope, incenfed at their incrcafe, ufed all manner 
of arts for their extirpation ; fuch as excommunications, 
anathemas, canons, conftitutions, decrees, &c. by which 
they were rendered incapable of holding places of truft, 
honour, or profit ; their lands were feized, their goods 
confifcated, and they were not permitted to be buried 
in confecrated ground. 

Some of the Waldenfes having taken refuge in Spain, 
Aldepbonfus, king of Arragon, at the in/Ligation of 
the pope, publifhed an edict, ftrictly ordering all Ro- 
man-Catholics to perfecute them wherever they could 
be found; and decreeing that all who gave them the 
leaf): affiftance fhould be deemed traitors, and punifhed 
accordingly. 

The year after this edict Aldephonfus was feverely 
punifhed by the hand of Providence : for his fon was 
defeated in a great battle, and 50,000. of his men (lain, 
by which a confiderable portion of his kingdom fell in- 
to the hands of the Moors. 

Notwithftanding all the cruelties of the Papifts, the 
reformed minifters preached boldly againft the Romifh 
church; and Peter Waldo, in particular, wherever he 
went, afTerted, 

1. That the pope was antichrift. 

2. Mafs was an abomination. 

3. The hoft was an idol. 

4. Purgatory was a fable. 

Thefe proceedings of Waldo, and the reformed, oc- 
cafioned the firft rife of inquifitors ; for pope Innocent 
III. authorized certain monks inquifitors to inquire 
for, and deliver over, the reformed to the fecular 
power. The monks greatly abufed this authority ; for, 
upon the leaft furmife or information, they delivered 
over the reformed to the magiftrate, and the magiftrate 
delivered them to the executioner ; for the procefs was 
fhort, as an accufation was deemed adequate to guilt, 
and a candid trial was never granted to the accufed. 1 

The pope finding that thefe cruel means had. not the 
intended effect, determined to try others of a more ra- 
tional and mild nature. To this end he fent feveral 
learned monks to preach among the Waldenfes, and to 
endeavourto argue them out of their opinions. Among 
thefe monks was one Dominic, who appeared extreme- 
ly zealous in the caufe of Popery. This Dominic infti- 
tuted an order, which, from him, was called the order 
of Dominican friars ; and the members of this order 
have ever fince been the principal inquifitors in the vari- 
ous inquifitions in the world. The power of the inqui- 
fitors was unlimited; they proceeded againft whom they 
pleafed without any confideration of age, fex, or rank. 
Let the accufers be cverfo infamous, the accufation was 
deemed valid ; and even anonymous informations fent 
by letter were thought fufficient evidence. To be rich 
was a crime equal to herefy ; therefore many who had 
money were accufed of herefy, or of being favourers of 
heretics, that they might be obliged to pay for their 
opinions. The deareft friends or neareft kindred could 
not, without danger, ferve any one who was imprilbned 
on account of religion. To convey to thofe who were 
confined, a little ftraw, or give them a cup of water, 
was called favouring of the heretics, and they were pro- 
leaned accordingly. No lawyer dared to plead, even 
for his own brother, or notary regifter any thins; in fa- 
vour of the reformed; the malice of the Papifts, in- 
deed, went beyond the grave, and the bones of many 
Waldenfes, who had been long dead, were dug up in or- 
der to be burnt, as examples to the living. If a man on 
his death-bed was accufed of being a follower of Wal- 



do, his eftates were confifcated, and the heir to them 
defrauded of his inheritance ; and fome were even 
obliged to make pilgrimages to the Holy Land while the 
Dominicans took pofieffion of their houfes and proper- 
ties, and when the owners returned 'Would often pretend 

Enraudus, a knight, being accufed of embracing the 
opinions of Waldo, was delivered to the fecular power, 
and burnt at Paris, A. D. 1201. About the year 1228 
fuch numbers of the reformed were apprehended, that 
the archbifhops of Aix, Aries, and Narbonnc, took 
compaffion on them, and thus expreffed thcmfelvcs to 
the inquifitors. " We hear that you have apprehended 
fuch a multitude of the Waldenfes, that it is not only 
impofiiblc to defray the charge of their food and con- 
finement, but 10 provide lime and flone to build pri- 
fons for them." 

In the year 1380, a monk inquifitor, named Francis 
Borallt, had a coinmiffion granted him by pope Clement 
the feventh, to fearch for and punifh the Waldenfes in 
Aix, Ambrune, Geneva, Savoy, Orange, Aries, Viennc, 
Ambone, Venice, and Avignon. 

Boralli opened his commiilion at Ambrune, and fum- 
moned all the inhabitants to appear before him. Thofe 
who appeared, and were found to be of the reformed re- 
ligion, were immediately delivered over to the lecular 
power, and burnt ; and thofe who did not appear were 
excommunicated for contumacy, and had their effects 
confifcated. In the diltribution of the effects, however, 
they provided well for the Tons of the church; for the 
clergy had two thirds of every man's property who was 
condemned, and the "feqular power only one third. All 
the reformed inhabitants of the other places, named in 
the commiffion of this ecclefiaftic, were equal fufferers ; 
for devaftations marked his journey, and his footfteps 
might be traced in blood. 

In the year 1400, the Waldenfes, who refided in the 
valley of Pragela, were, at the inftigation of fome prielts, 
fuddenly attacked by a body of troops, who plundered 
their houfes, murdered many, and drove others into the 
Alps, where great numbers were frozen to death, it be- 
ing in the depth of winter. 

A. D. 1460, a profecutron was carried on in Dau- 
phiny againft the Waldenfes, by the archbifhop of Am- 
brune, who employed a monk, named John Vayleti ; 
and this monk proceeded with fuch violence, that not 
only the Waldenfes but. even many Papifts were fufferers; 
For if any Papilts expreffed compaffion or pity for the 
inoffenfivc people, who were fo cruelly treated, they 
were fure to be accufed of favouring the Waldenfes, 
and to be punifiied for commifcrating the mifcries of 
their fellow-creatures. At length Vayleti's proceedings 
became fo intolerable, that a great number of the Papifts 
themfelves wrote a petition againft him to Lewis the 
eleventh, king of France. The monarch, on receiving 
this petition, granted the requoft of the petitioners, and 
fent an cxprefs order to the governor of Dauphiny to . 
flop the perfecution. 

Vayleti, however, by the order of the archbifhop, 
ftill continued the perfecution ; for taking advantage of 
the laft claufe of the edict, he pretended that he did 
nothing contrary to the king's precept, who had ordered 
punifnment to fuch as affirmed any thing againft the holy 
catholic faith. This perfecution at length concluded 
with the death of the archbifhop, which happened A. D. 
1487. 

Pope Innocent the eighth, A. D. 1488, determined 
to perfecute the Waldenfes. To this end he fent one 
Albert de Capitaneis, archdeacon of Cremona, to 
France. When Albert arrived in Dauphiny, he craved 
the afiiftance of the king's lieutenant to exterminate the 
Waldenfes from the valley of Loyfc. The lieutenant 
very readily granted his affiftance,' and marched a body 
of troops to the place. When they arrived at the valley, 
thev found that it had been deferted by the inhabitants, 
who bad retired to the mountains, and hid themfelves 
in caves, caverns, &c. The archdeacon and lieutenant 
immediately followed them with the troops, and catch- 
ing many, they caft them headlong from precipices, by 
which they were dafhed to pieces. Several, however, 
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retired to the further parts of the caverns, and knowing 
the intricacies better than the troops, they were able to 
conceal themfelves. The archdeacon and lieutenant, 
not being able to come at them, ordered the mouths of 
the caves to be filled with faggots, which being lighted, 
thofe within were fuffocated. On the caves being after- 
wards fearched, 400 infants were found fmothered, 
either in their cradles or their mother's arms ; and, 
upon the whole, about 3000 men, women, and children, 
■ft-ere deftroyed in this perfecution. 

Having completed this tragical work, the lieutenant 
and archdeacon proceeded with the troops to Pragelo 
and Fraffaniere, in order to perfecute the Waldenfes in 
thofe parts. But thefe having heard of the fate of their 
brethren in the valley of Loyle, thought proper to arm 
themfelves; and by fortifying the different paffes, and 
bravely disputing the palfages through them, they fo 
haraffed the troops, that the lieutenant was compelled 
to retire without effecting his purpofe. 

In 1594, Anthony Fabri, and Chriftopher de Sali- 
ence, having a commiflion to perfecute the Waldenfes 
of Dauphiny, put fome to death, fequeftered the eftates 
of others, and confifcated the goods and chattels of 
many; but Lewis the twelfth coming to the crown in 
1598, on the deceafe of his predecefl'or, the Waldenfes 
petitioned him for a rcftitution of their properties. The 
king determined to have the affair impartially canvaffed, 
and to this end fent a commiffioner of his own, together 
with a commiffary from the pope, to make the proper 
inquiries. The witnefs againft the Waldenfes having 
been examined, the innocence of thofe poor people 
evidently appeared, and the king's commiffioner in par- 
ticular declared, " That he only dcfired to be as good a 
Chriftian as the word of them." When this favourable 
report was made to the king, he immediately give orders 
that the Waldenfes fliould have their property reftored 
to them/ The archbifhop of Ambrunc, having the 
greatefi quantity of thefe poor people's goods, it was 
generally imagined that he would let a laudable example 
to others, by being the firft to reftore them. The arch- 
bifhop, however, to the furprife of the people in ge- 
neral, and to the affliction of the Waldenfes in particu- 
lar, declared, that he would not reftore any of the 
property alluded to, for , they were incorporated with, 
and became part of his aixlibifhopric itfclf. He, how- 
ever, with an affectation of fome fmall degree of can- 
dour, offered to relinquifh feveral vineyards, of which 
he had dil'poffeffed the Waldenfes, provided, at the 
fame time, the lords of Dauphiny would reftore all they 
had taken from thofe poor people. This the lords ab- 
folutely rcfufed, for they were as fond of keeping their 
ill-got plunder as the archbifhop himfelf. 

The Waldenfes finding, by thefe mean fubterfuges, 
and unjuft proceedings, that they were not likely to 
recover any of their property, without fomething fur- 
ther being done, again appealed to "the king. The 
monarch having attended to their complaints, wrote to 
the aixhbifliop; but that artful and avaricious prelate 
replied, " That at the commencement of the perfecu- 
tion the Waldenfes had been excommunicated by the 
pope, in confequence of which their goods were dif- 
trained ; therefore, till the fentence of excommunication 
was taken off, which had occasioned them to be feized, 
they could not be reftored with propriety, or confident 
with the refpe6t due to the pontiff." This plea was 
allowed to be reafonable ; and application was ineffec- 
tually made to the pope to remove the fentence of ex- 
communication ; for the archbifhop, fuppofing this 
would be the cafe, had 11 fed all his intereft at the court 
of Rome, to prevent fuch application from fuccceding. 
Thus were the poor Waldenfes robbed of their pro- 
perly, only becaufe they would not facrifice their con- 
feiences to the will of their inhuman pcrfecutors. 

The Waldenfes having f'pfead from Dauphiny into 
feveral other provinces, became very numerous in Pro- 
vence. At their firft arrival, Provence was almoft a de- 
fcrt, but by their great indultry it loon abounded with 
corn, wine, oil, fruit, <fec. 

The pope, by being often near them at his feat at 
Avignon, heard occafionally many tilings concerning 



their differing from the church of Rome. His intelli- 
gence greatly exafperated him, and he determined to 
have them perfecuted on account of their religious 
tenets. Proceeding to fome extremities, under the 
fanfition of his ccclefiaftical authority, only without 
confulting the king of France, the latter became alarmed 
and fent his mafter of rcquefts, and his conl'effor, u, 
examine into the affair. On their return they reported 
that the Waldenfes were not fuch dangerous or bad peo- 
ple as they had been reprefented ; . that they lived with 
perfect honcfty, were friendly to all, hurt none, caufe;* 
their children to be baptized, had them taught the 
Lord's prayer, creed, and ten commandments ; ex- 
pounded the fcripturcs with purity, kept the Lord's-dav-- 
facred, feared God, honoured the king, and wiflied well 
to the ftate. Then, faid the king, they are much better 
Chriftians than myfelf or my catholic fubjeeb, and 
therefore they fhall not be perfecuted : the Ling was a , 
good as his word, and fent orders to ftop the periccutioii 
accordingly. 

Some time after, the inhabitants or Merindol re- 
ceived a fummons, that the heads of the families of that 
town fhould appear before the ccclefiaftical court. When 
they appeared, and confeffed themfelves Waldenfes, tliev 
were ordered to be burnt, their families outlawed, thei'i 
habitations laid wade, and the woods that furrounded 
the town to be cut down, two hundred paces each way ; 
fo that the whole mould' be rendered defolate. The king 
however, being informed of this barbarous decree, fent 
to countermand the execution of it : but his order was 
fuppreffed by cardinal Tournon, and the greateft cruel- 
ties were confequently exercifed. 

The prcfident of Opcde fent feveral companies of 
foldiers to burn fome villages that were occupied by Pro- 
teftants, which they performed ; and, without the lead 
refpeft to fex or age, murdered the men immediately, 
ravifhed the women, cut off the breafts of mothers, 
and then fuffercd the infants to famifll, &c. &c. 
The prefident likewife proclaimed, that none fhould 
give any manner of affiilahce, or fuftenance, to the 
Waldenfes. 

Going to another fmall town, the prefident found 
there only a boy, who had furrendered himfelf to a fol- 
dier, for the other inhabitants had deferted the place. 
The boy he ordered to, be fhot by the foldier to whom he 
'. had furrendered, and then deftroyed every houfe in the 
place. 

After this the prefident marched againft Cabrieres, 
and began to cannonade it. At this time there were 
not above fixty poor peafants, with their families, in the 
town ; and they fent him word, that he need not expend 
powder and fhot upon the place, as the'y were willing to 
open the gates, and furrender, provided they might be 
permitted to retire, with their families, to Geneva, or 
Germany. This was promifed them ; but the gates were 
no fooner opened, than the prefident ordered all the men 
to be cut to pieces ; which cruel command was executed 
with the utmoft barbarity. Several women and children 
were crammed into a large barn, which was fet'fire to, 
and every one perifhed in the flames. OtKcr women 
and children having taken refuge in a church, the pre- 
fident ordered one of his officers to go in and kill them 
all: the captain, at firft, rcfufed, faying, " Such un- 
neceffary cruelty is unbecoming a military man." The 
prefident, being difpleafed at diis reply, faid, " I charge 
you, on pain of being accufed of mutiny, immediately 
to obey my orders :" when the captain, afraid of the 
confequences of fuch a reply, thought, proper to com- 
ply, and make a facrifice of humanity to the fear 0! 
military punifhment. 

The prefident then fent a detachment of his troops to 
ravage the town of Cofla, which defign was accomplished 
with the greateft barbarity, and cruelties were exercifed, 
fhocking both to modefty and nature. 

At length, the judgment of God overtook this mon- 
fter of cruelty, the prcfident; for he was, at once, 
affliaed with a dreadful bloody-flux, and a painful ftran- 
gury. In this extremity he fent for a furgeon from Aries, 
who, on examining his diforders, told him they were of 
, a lingular nature, and much worfe than he had ever fcen 
them 
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them on any other perron. He then took an occafion 
to reprehend him for his cruelties, and told him, that 
unlcl's he repented, he might expect that the hand of 
heaven would fall ftill heavier upon him. On healing 
thefe words, the prefident ,flew into a violent pafiion, 
and ordered his attendants to feize upon the furgeon as 

The furgeon was feized, but found means to efcapc, 
and foon after the prefident's diforder increafed to a 
moil terrible degree. As he before found Come little 
cafe from the furgeon, he again fent to him, for he had 
been informed of the place of his retirement. His 
meffage was accompanied with an apology for his for- 
mer behaviour, and a promife of perlbnal fecurity. 
The furgeon forgiving what was paft, went to him, but 
too late to be of any fervice ; for he found the prefident 
raving like a madman, and crying out, that he had a (ire 
within him. After ftorming and blafphcming for fome 
time, he expired in the moft dreadful agonies; and his 
body in a few hours, became fo offenfivc, that hardly 
any one could endure the flench. 

John de Roma, a monk, having a commiffion from 
the pope to fearch for heretics, he executed it with great 
fevcrityin Provence. The king of France hearing of 
his proceedings, Cent an order to the parliament of Pro- 
vence to apprehend him ; but the monk made his efcape 
to Avignon, and thought to live luxurioiifly upon what 
he had plundered from the Waldenfcs. But in this he 
was miftaken, for fome robbers foon after plundered 
him of the grcateft part of his ill-got wealth; and 
his grief on this account brought on a violent diforder, 
which, by turning him, even while living, into a 
mere mal's of putrefaction, foon put a period to hisJ 
cxiftence. 

The bifhop of Aix, with foinc priefts^ being at Avig- 
non together, were one day walking along the ftreets 
will; fome courtezans. Seeing a man who fold obfccne 
pifiiurcs, they purchafed feveral, and prcfented them to 
the women. Clofe by was a bookfeller, who had a great 
number of Bibles in the French language for fele. The? 
bifhop ftepping up to him, faid, ?' How dareft thou be 
fo bold as to fell French merchandize in this town ?" 
The bookfeller replied, with a kind of fneerj " My 
lcrd, do you not think that Bibles are as- good as thole 
pictures which you have bought for the ladies?" En- 
raged at the farcafrn, the bifhop exclaimed, *' I'll re- 
nounce my place in paradife if this fellow is not one of 
the Waldenfes. Take him away, take him away, take 
him away to prifon." Thefe expreffionsoocafioned him 
to be terribly ufed by the rabble ; and' the next day he 
was brought before the judge, who, at the rnftigatiorrclf 
the bifhop, condemned him to the flames. He was Ac- 
cordingly burnt, with two Bibles hanging from his neck, 
the one before and the other behind. 



THE Albigenfcs were people of the reformed reli- 
gion, who inhabited the country of Albi. They 
were condemned on the fcore of religion, in the council 
of Lateran, by order of pope Alexander the Third. 
Nevcrthelefs they increafed fo prodigioufiy,. that many 
cities were inhabited byperfons only of their perfuafionj 
and feveral eminent noblemen embraced their doctrines. 
Among the latter were Raymond, cart of Thouloufe, 
Raymond, carl of Foix.the earl of Beziers, &c. The 
pope, at length, pretended that he wifhed to draw them 
to the Romifli faith by found argument and clear rca- 
foning, and for this end ordered a general difputation, 
in which, however, the popifh doctors were entirely 
overcome by the arguments of Arnold, a reformed cler- 
gyman, whofe reafons were fo ftrong, that thev were 
compelled to confefs. their force. 

A friar, named Peter, having been murdered in the 
dominions of the earl of Thouloufe, the pope made the 
murder a pretence to perfecute that nobleman and'his 
■hibjefts. To effeft this, he fent perfons throughout all 
Europe,. in order to raife forces to aft coercively againft 



the Albigenfes, and promifed paradife to all that would 
come to thus war, which he termed a Holy War, and 
bear arms for forty days. The fame indulgences were 
likewife held out to all who entered themfelves for this 
purpofe, as to fuch as engaged in crufades to' the Holy 
Land. 

The pope then fent orders to all archbifhops, bifhop!?, 
&rc. to excommunicate the earl of Thouloufe every fab- 
bath and feftivaJ; at the fame time abfulving all his 
fubjefts from their oaths of allegiance to him, and com- 
manding them to purfue his perfon, poffefs his lands, 
deftroy his property, murder fuch of his fubjefts as 
continued faithful to him, &c. <&c. 

The earl of Thouloufe hearing of thefe mighty pre- 
parations againft him, wrote to the pope in a very can- 
did manner, defiring not to be condemned unheard, and 
afluring him that he had not the lealt hand in Peter's 
death: for that friar was killed by a gentleman, who 
immediately after the murder fled out of his territories, 
or otherwise he would have punifhed him as the crime 
deferved. 

But arguments were in vain : for the pope, being de- 
termined on his deftruftion, was refolved not to hear 
reaf'on. A formidable army, with feveral noblemen and 
prelates at the head of it, began their march againft 
the Albigenfes. The earl had only the alternative, to 
Oppofe force by force, or fubmit. As he defpaired of 
fuccefs in attempting the former, he deterniined on the 
latter. The pope's legate being at Valence, the earl 
repaired thither, and faid, " He was furprifed that fuch 
a number of anned men fhould be lent againft him; 
before the leaft proof of his guilt had b^en deduced. 
He therefore came voluntarily to furrender himfelf; 
armed only with the teftimony of a good confeience, and 
hoped that the troops would be prevented from plunder- 
ing his innocent fubjeas, as he thought himfelf a fuffi- 
cient pledge for any vengeance they chofe to take on 
account of the death of the friar." 

To this reafbnable propofai the legate replied, that lie 
Was-very- gladthe earl had voluntarily furrendered ; but, 
with refpeft' tb the propofal, he could not pretend to 
countermand the orders to the troops', unleTs he would 
confent to deliver up feven of his beit' fortified caftles,- 
as-fecurities for his future behaviour. 

This demand made the earl perceive his error in fub-t 
mitting, but it was top late; he knew himfelf to be; a 
prifoner, and therefore fent an order for the delivery of 
the caftles. The pope's legate had no foonergarrifbned 
thefe place's, than he ordered 1 the rcfpeclive governors 
to appear before him. When they came; he faid; 
" That the earl of Thouloufb having delivered up his 
caftles to< the pope, they muft eonfider that they 
were now the pope's fubjefts, and not die' earl's ; and 
that they muft 1 therefore aft conforrnable to their new 
allegiance." 

The governors weregrcatly aftoniflled to feetbeirlord 
thus in chains,- and themfelves compelled' Into a new 
allegiance,, fo much againft' their inclinations- andlcon- 
fciences. But what afflicted them ftilfmore, was the 
affronts afterwards put- upon the earl ; for he- wasftrip-<- 
ped naked, except his drawers, led nine times round 'the 
grave of friar Peter, and feVcrely fcourged before all 
orders of people. Not contented with this, they ob- 
liged him to fwear that he would be obedient to the 
pope during the remainder of his life; conform to the 
church of Rome, and make' irreconcilable war againft 
the Albigenfes. The legate even went further than this; 
and ordered him, by the oaths he had newly taken, to 
join the troops, and infpeft the fiege of Beziers. But 
thinking this too hard an injunction, he took an oppor- 
tunity privately to quit the army, and determined to go 
to the pope, and relate all' the ill ufage he had : received! 
The army, • however, proceeded to befiege 1 Beziers ; 
and the carl of Beziers, who was likewife governor of 
that city, thinking it impoffible to defend the place 1 , 
came out, and prclcming- himfelf before the pope's le- 
gate, implored mercy for the inhabitants ; intimating 
at the fame time, that there were as many Roman*Catho»- 
lies as Albigenfes in the city. The legate replied] that 
all excufes availed nothing; that the place muft be 
10 C delivered 



8/4 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK pf MARTYRS. 



■delivered up at difcretion, or the molt dreadful confe- 
quenccs fhould enfue. 

The earl of Beziers returning into the city, told the 
inhabitants he could obtain no mercy, unlefs the Albi- 
genfes would abjure their religion, and conform to the 
worfhip of the church of Rome. The Roman-Catho- 
lics prelfed the Albigenfes to comply with this requelt ; 
but the Albigenfes nobly anfwered, that they would not 
forfake their religion lor the bafe price of their frail 
life : that God was able, if he pleafed, to defend them; 
but if he would be glorified by the confeffion of their 
faith, it would be a great honour to them to die for his 
fake. That they had rather difpleafe the pope, who 
could but kill their bodies, than God, who could call 
both body and foul into hell. 

The popilh parties finding their importunities ineffec- 
tual, fent their bifhop to the pope's legate, befeeching 
him not to include them in the chaftifement of the Albi- 
genfes ; and reprefenting, that the beft means to win 
the latter over to the Roman-Catholic perfuafion was by 
gentle means, and not by rigour. The legate, upon 
hearing this, flew into a violent pafTion with the bifhop, 
and declared, that " If all the city did not acknowledge 
their fault, they fhould tafte of one curfe without dif- 
tinction of religion, fex, or age." 

The inhabitants refufing to yield upon fuch terms, a 
general affault was given, and the place taken by ftorm ; 
when it isimpoffible for the imagination to paint a more 
horrid fcene than now enfued. Every cruelty that bar- 
barous fuperftition could devife was practifed; nothing 
was to be heard but the groans of men who lay welter- 
ing in their blood j the lamentations of mothers who 
were doubly^wounded, wounded in the body by the 
fpears of the foldiers, and to the foul, by having their 
children taken from them, and dafhed to pieces before 
their, faces. The plaints of violated maidens and ra- 
vifhed matrons, the cries, of helplefs infants, and the 
execrations of the barbarians who committed; thefe 
cruelties, addedto the founds of horror. The city being- 
fired in various parts, new fcenes of confufion arofe ; 
in feveral places the ftreets were flreaming with blood ; 
here lofty buildings appeared in clouds of fmoke, and, 
there large ranges of hqufes w.ere (een, in; flames. Thofe 
who hid themfelves in the receffes of their dwellings, had. 
only the dreadful alternative to remain and perifh in the 
flames. or rufh out andfall by. the fwords of the foldiers. 
The bloody legate, during thefe infernal proceedings, 
feemed to enjpy.the carnage, and even cried out to the 
trpops, " Kill them, kill; them, all, kill man, woman, 
and child ; kill Roman-Catholics as well as.AJbigenfes, 
for when they are dead the Lord knows .how to pick 
out his own." Thus the. beautiful city ofl Beziers 
was reduced , to a heap of ruins ; and 60,000 - perfons 
pf different ages, and bothfexes, were murdered upon 
the pccafipn. 

The earl of ; Beziers and a few others: made their 
efcape, and went to Carcaffpn, • which they .put intp the 
beft ppfture pf defence they could. ; The legate, not to 
lofe an opportunity pf fpilling blood during the forty 
days which the troops., were- to ferve, led them immedi- 
ately againft Carcalfon. As foon a$ the place was in- 
verted, a furious affault was given, but the befiegers 
were repulfed with great Daughter; and upon this oc- 
cafion the: earl of Beziers gave the moft diflinguifhed 
proofs of his courage, faying, ,tp encourage the be- 
fieged, " We had better die fighting than fall intp the 
hands of fuch bigoted and bloody enemies." 

It is to be obferved, that two miles from the city of 
Carcaffon there was a fmall town of the fame name, 
which the Albigenfes had likewife fortified. The legale, 
being enraged at the . repulfe he had received from the 
city of Carcaffon, determined to wreak his vengeance 
upon the town. The next morning he made a general 
affault; and, though the place was bravely defended, 
the legate took it by ftorm, put all within it to the 
fword, and then burnt the town. 

During thefe tranfaclions the king of Arragon arrived 
it the carafe and,after paying his obedience to the legate, 
told hitrji fle underftood the earl of Beziers, his kinf- 
raany was in the city of Carcaffon, and that, if he 



would grant him permiffion, he would go thither, and. 
endeavour to make him fenfible of the duty he owed 
both to the pope and church. The legate readily ac- 
quiefcing, the king immediately repaired to the'earj, 
and, among other queftions, afk'ed him from what mo! 
lives he fhut himfelf up in that city, and againft fb great 
an army ? The earl anfwered, it was to defend his hit- 
goods, and fubjecls ; that he knew the pope, under pre! 
tence of religion, refolved to deftroy his uncle, the earl 
of Thouloufe, and himfelf"; that he law the cruelty 
which they had ufedat Beziers, even againft the prielts: 
adding alio what they had done to the town of Carcalfon, 
and that they mult look for no mercy from the legate 
or his army ; he, therefore, rather chofe to die, defend- 
ing himfelf with his fubjecls, than fall into the hands of 
£j inexorable an enemy as the legate : that though l.e 
had in his city fome that were of another religion, vet 
they were fuch as had not wronged any, were come to 
his fuccour in his greateft extremity, and for their good 
fervice he was refolved not to abandon them ; that his 
truft was in God, the defender of the oppreffed ; and 
that he would affift them againft thofe ill-advifed men, 
who forfook their own houfes to burn, lack, and kill 
other men without reafon, judgment, or mercy. 

The king reported to the legate what the earl had 
faid : the legate, after confidering for fome time, re- 
plied, " For your fake, fir, I will receive the earl of 
Beziers to mercy, and with him twelve others fhall 
be fafe, and be permitted tp retire with their property : 
but as for the reft, I am determined to have them at 
my difcretion." 

This anfwer difpleafed the king ; and when the earl 
beard it, he abfolutely refufed to comply with fuch 
terms. The legate then commanded another afTauit, 
but his troops were again repulfed with great Daugh- 
ter, and the dead bodies occafioned a ftench that 
was exceedingly offenfive both tp the befteged and 
befiegers. • 

The legate, being fhagrinedatthis fecond difappoint- 
ment, determined to aft by ftratagem. He therefore 
fent ; a gentleman, who was well fkilled in diffimulation 
and. -artifice,- to the carl of Beziers, with a feeming 
friendly meffage. The defign was, by any. means, to 
induce the earl to leave the city, in order to have an in- 
terview with' the legate ; and to this end the gentleman 
was to promife, or fwear, whatever he thonght proper; 
for, fays tbe tegate, " Swear to what falfehoods you will 
in fuch a caufe, as I will give you abfolution." . 

Unfortunately, this infamous plot fucceeded : for the 
earl, believing the promifes made him of perfonal fecu- 
rity> and Crediting the folemn. oaths that the perjured 
agent fwpri upon the occafion, left the city and went 
with. him. r--i The legate no foonerfaw him, than he told 
him " He was a prifoner, and tnuft remain fo till Car- 
caffon was furrendered, and the inhabitants taught their 

duty to the pope.- 

The earl on hearing this, cried out that he was be- 
trayed, and exclaimed againft. the treachery of the 
legate, and perjury of the perfon he had employed. 
His complaints, however, availed him nothing, for he 
was ordered into clofe confinement, and the place fum- 
moned to furrender immediately. 

The people, on receiving the fummons, and hearing 
of the captivity of the earl, were thrown into the utmoil 
confternaiion, when one of the citizens begging to be 
heard, informed the reft, " That he had been formerly 
told by fome old men, that there was a very capacious 
fubterraneous paffage, which led from thence to the 
caftle of Cameret, at three leagues diftance. If (con- 
tinued he) we can find this paffage, we may all cfore 
before the legate can be apprized of our flight." 

This information was joyfully received -, all were em- 
ployed to feach for the paffage, and at length, it was 
happily found. In the beginning of the evening the in- 
habitants began their flight, taking with them their wives, 
children, a few days provifions, and fuch moveable? a; 
were moll valuable and portable. They reached the 
caftle by the morning, and.efcaped to Arragon, Cata- 
lonia, and fuch other places as they thought would Se- 
cure them from the power of the bloody legate. 
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In the morning the troops were ftrangely aftonifhed, 
not hearing any no'ife, nor feeing any man ftirring in 
the city ; yet they approached the walls with much fear, 
left it fhould be but a ftratagem to endanger them ; but 
finding no oppofition they mounted the walls, crying out, 
that the Albigenfes were fled ; and thus was the city, 
with all the fpoils, taken, and the earl of Beziers com- 
mitted to prilon in one of the ftrongeft towers of Car- 
caffon, where he loon after died. 

The legate being now in poffefndn of the city, called 
all the prelates, and great lords of his army together, 
telling them, that though it was requifite there mould 
be always a legate in the army, yet it was likewife necef- 
fary that there mould be a fecular general, wife and va- 
liant, to command in all their affairs, &c. This charge 
was firlt offered to the duke of Burgongue, then to the 
earl of Ennevers, and thirdly, to the earl of St. Paul ; 
but they all refufed it. At length, it was offered to 
Simon, earl of Montfort, who, after fome excufes, ac- 
cepted of it. 

Four thoufand men were left to garrifon Carcaflbn, 
and the deceafed earl of Beziers was fucceeded in title 
and dignity by earl Simon, a bigoted Roman-Catho- 
lic, who threatened vengence on the Albigenfes, un- 
lefs they conformed to the worlhip of the church of 
Rome. . 

The king of Arragon, however, who was in his heart 
of the reformed perfuafion, fecretly encouraged the 
Albigenfes,- and gave them hopes, that if they acted 
with prudence, they might caft off the yoke of the ty- 
rannical earl Simon. They took his advice, and while 
Simon was gone to Montpellier, they furprifed fome of 
his fortreffes, and were fuccefsful in feveral expeditions 
againft his officers. i 

Thefe proceedings fo enraged earl Simon, that re- 
turning from Montpellier, he collected together fome 
forces, marched againft the Albigenfes, and ordered 
every prifoner he took to be immediately burnt. Fail- 
ing, however, in fome of his enterprizes, he grew 
diflieartened, and wrote to every Roman-Catholic 
power in Europe, to fend him fome affiftance, other- 
wife he fhould not be able to hold out againft the 
Albigenfes. 

Having received fome fuccours, he attacked the caftlei 
of Beron, and making himfelf mailer of it, ordered 
^the eyes to be put out, and the nofes to be cut off, of 
all the garrifon, one perfon alone excepted, and he was 
deprived of one eye only, that he might condud the 
reft to Cabaret. 

Being joined by fome additional forces, earl Simon 
undertook the fiege of Menerbe, which, on account of 
the want of water, was obliged to yield to him. The 
lord of Termes, the governor, was put in pfifon, where 
he died; his wife, filler, and daughter, were burnt; 
and one hundred, and eighty others were committed to 
the flames. Many other caftles furrendered to the forces 
of earl Simon, and the . inhabitants were butchered in 
a manner equally inhuman. 

It is now neceffary to take fome notice of the earl of 
Thouloufe, who by means of letters of recommenda- 
tion from the king of France, after many difficulties, 
was reconciled to the pope : at lead the pope pretended 
to give him remiflion for the death of friar Peter, 
and to abfolve him from all other crimes he had com- 
mitted. 

The legate, however, by the connivance of the pope, 
did all he could to ruin the earl of Thouloufe. Some 
altercations having paffed between them, the legate ex- 
communicated the earl ; and the Roman-Catholic bilhop 
of Thouloufe, upon this encouragement, thought proper 
to fend this imprudent meffage to the earl, " That as 
he was an excommunicated perfon, he commanded him 
to depart the city ; for an ecclefiaftic could not fay mafs 
with propriety, while a perfon of fuch a defcription was 

The earl was greatly exafperated at the bilhop 's info- 
lence, and fent him an order immediately to depart 
from the place on pain of death. This order was all 
the prelate wanted, and was what he wifhed for, as it 
would give him fome fhadow of a reafon to complain of 
that nobleman. 



The bilhop with the canons of the cathedral church 
marched out of the city in folemn proceflion, barefooted 
and bareheaded, taking with them the crofs, banner, 
hofl,&c. and proceeded in that manner to the legate's 
army. Here they were received with great refpect as 
perl'ccuted martyrs, and the legate thought this a fufli- 
cient excufe to proceed againft the earl of Thouloufe, 
for having as he termed it, rclapfed from the truth. 
The legate attempted to get him into his power by ftra- 
tagem, but the earl being apprized of the defign, elcaped 
the fnare. 

Enraged at his difappointment, the legate laid fiege 
to the cattle of Montferrand, which belonged to the 
earl, and was governed by Baldsvin his brother. On 
the firft fummons, Baldwin not only furrendered, but 
abjured his religion, and turned Papift. This ftroke, 
which feverely afflicted the earl of Thouloufe, was fol- 
lowed by another that gave him ftill greater mortifica- 
tion ; for his old friend the king of Arragon forfook his 
intereft ; and it was ftipulated, that the king of Arra- 
gon's daughter fhould be married to earl Simon's eldeft 
fon. The legate's troops were then joined by the forces 
of Arragon and thofe belonging to earl Simon, when they 
jointly laid fiege to Thouloufe. 

The earl of Thouloufe determined to interrupt the; 
befiegers by frequent Tallies. In the firlt of thefe he met 
with a fevere repulfe; but in the fecond he took earl 
Simon's fon prifoner, and in the third he unhorfed earl 
Simon himfelf. After feveral furious allaults given 
by the popifh army, and fome other fuccefsful Tallies 
of the Albigenfes, the earl of Thouloufe compelled 
his enemies to raife the fiege. In their retreat they 
did much mifchief in the countries through which they 
paffed, and put many defencelefs Albigenles to death. 

The earl of Thouloufe now did all he could to. recover 
the friendfhip of the king of Arragon, and as the mar- 
riage ceremony between that monarch's daughter, and 
earl Simon's fon, had not been performed, he entreated 
• him to break off that prepofterous match, and propofed 
another more proper, visit that his own eldeft fon and 
heir to the earldom of Thouloufe fhould wed the prin- 
cefs of Arragon, and that by this match their friendfhip 
fhould be again united and more firmly cemented. 
The king of Arragon was eafily perfuaded ,not only 
' to come into this propofal, but to form a league with the 
principal Albigenfes, and to put himfelf as captain 
. general at the head of their united forces, confifling of 
his own people, and of the troops of the earls of Thou- 
loufe, Foix, and Comminges. The Papifts were greatly 
alarmed at thefe proceedings; earl Simon fent all over 
Chriftendom to engage the affiftance of the Roman- 
Catholic powers, and the pope's legate began hoftilities 
. by entering the dominions of the earl of Foix, and 
committing the moft Cruel depredations. 

The army of the Albigenfes being ready to take the 
field, the king of Arragon. began his operations by laying 
fiege to Murat, a town near Thouloufe, belonging to the 
Roman-Catholics, ftrongly fortified, and pleafantly fitu- 
ated upon the river Garonne. Earl Simon, by forced 
marches, came to the affiftance of the place ; and un- 
fortunately the king of Arragon, who kept up very little 
difcipline in his army, was feafting and revelling, at a 
time when all his attention was requifite. Earl Simon 
fuddenly attacked the Albigenfes, while they were in 
confufion, when the united forces of the reformed were 
defeated, and the king of Arragon himfelf was flain. 
The lofs of this battle was imputed to the negligence 
of the king of Arragon, who kept up no manner of 
order in his army, and was as fond of entertainment, 
in a camp, as if he had been fecurely at peace in a 

P Flufhed with this viftory, the popifh commanders 
declared they would entirely root out and extirpate the 
whole race of the Albigenfes ; and earl Simon fent an 
infolent meffage to the earls of Thouloufe, Foix, and 
Comminges, to deliver to him all the caftles and for- 
treffes of which they were pofleued. Thofe noblemen 
did not think proper to return an anfwer to the demand, 

I but retired to their refpeclive territories, in order to put 
them into the befl poflure of defence. . 
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Earl Simon marched. towards the city of Thouloufe, 
when the earl of Thouloufe, who had retired- to Mon- 
talban, feat word to the citizens of the former place, 
to make the beft terms they could with the Roman-Ca- 
tholics, as he was confident they could not hold out a 
fiege ; but at the fame time recommended them to • 
preferve their hearts for him, though they furrendered 
their perfons to another. The citizens of Thouloufe, 
upon receiving this intimation, fent deputies to earl 
Simon, with offers of immediate furrender; provided 
the city itfelf, and the perfons and properties of it's in- 
habitants, mould be perfectly fafe, and protected from 
devaftations or injury. 

Thefe conditions were agreed to immediately, and 
earl Simon, in order to ingratiate himfelf at court, 
wrote a letter to prince Lewis, the fon of Philip, king 
of France, informing him that the city of Thouloufe 
had offered to furrender to him ,- but being willing that 
the prince fhould have the honour of receiving die keys, 
and taking the homage of the people, lie begged that 
he would repair to the camp for that purpofe. 

Prince Lewis, pleafed with the invitation, went di- 
rectly to the army, and had the city of Thouloufe fur- 
rendered to him in form. • The pope's legate, however, 
was greatly difpleafed at the mild conditions granted 1 to 
the people of Thouloufe, and infilled, that though the 
prince might take upon him the fovereignty of the place, 
and receive the homage of the people; yet theplunder 
belonged to the holy pilgrims (for fo 'the popifh fol- 
diers employed in thefe expeditions were called) ; and 
that the place, as a receptacle of heretics, ought to be 
difmantled. 

In vain did the prince and earl Simon, remonftrate 
againft fuch harfh proceedings, fo contrary to the con- 
ditions granted at the furrender of the place : the legate 
was peremptory, when earl Simon, and the prince, 
unwilling to conic to an open rupture with 'him, gave 
up the point, and fuffered him to doas he pleafed. The 
legate immediately fent his holy pilgrims, as he-termed' 
them, to work, when they pref&'ntly difmantled the city, 
and plundered the inhabitants: thus the: ;poor people 
were ftripped of all their property, at a time they 
thought themfelves perfeftly fecured, by the articles. ofi 
the treaty of furrender. 

The pope ; s legato finding' that arnong the Albigenfes 
were many lucrative places, which woutd of courfe fall 
to the difpofal of the prince, he determined, by ah arti- 
fice, to deprive him of any advantage which might 
accrue from thence ; for he thought the Romifli church 
ought to engrofs and monopolize every thing that was 
valuable. To this end he gave abfolution to the AlbU 
genfes, which, though they had not in the leaft changed 
their religious opinions, he cunningly called reconcil- 
ing them to the church.' The prince, not apprized of 
this Itratagem, was going to put fuch of his officers as 
he thought merited encouragement, into the pofleffion of 
fome places of profit; when, to his great : aftonifh- 
rnent, the' legate informed him, that he had no power 
to difpofe of thofe places. The prince demanded an 
-explanation of his meaning. " My meaning (replied 
the legate) is, that the people have received abfolution, 
and being reconciled to', are canfequently under the 
protection of, the church j therefore, all places among, 
or connected with them, are in the difpofal of the 
church only." 

The prince, though offended at this curious mode of 
reafonirig, and highly difpleafed at the meannefs of the 
fubterfuge, thought proper, at. that time, to diffemble 
his refentment. Determined, however, to quit the 
legate, he put the troops that were under his command 
in motion, and marched to attack fome other fortrelfcs ; 
but he found, Wherever he came, that the legate had 
played the fame trick, and plainly perceived, if he con- 
tinued his military operations, that when unfucccfsful, 
he fhould bear all the blame, and when fucceCsful, the 
legate %vould run away with all the profit. Thefe corii 
federations convinced him 'of the folly of remaining lon- 
ger in the army ; he therefore left it in clifguft, and re- 
turned to c'otfrt. 

Earl Simon now, with his own forces, thofe the 



prince had juft quitted, and fome other auxiliaries, <un. 

' dertook the fiege of Foix, being provoked to it- by two' 
reafohs, viz. the death of his brother, who was flain by ; 
the earl of Foix, who was of the reformed perfualion. 
■He lay before the caftle of Foix for the fpace of ten 1 
days, during which time he frequently aflanked it, but: 
was as often repulled. Hearing that an army of Arra- 
gonians were in full march towards him, in order to: 
revenge the death of their king, he railed the fiege af- 
Foix, and went to meet them. The earl of Foix 
immediately failied out and harafled his fear, and: 
the Arragonians attacking his front, gave him' a total 
defeat, which compelled him' to fhut himlelf up in 
Carcaflbn. .. ' ■ ■ ' . • . 

■ The pope's legate called a council at Montpellier, for 

' renewing the military operations again!! the Albigcnfes, 
and for doing proper honour to' 'earl Simon, who was 
prel'ent ; for the Arragonians not taking advantage of 
their victory, had neglected: to block up Carcalfon, by 

' which omilfion earl Simon had the liberty to repair to 
Montpellier. ..' ■ 

At the council the legate, in the pope's name, paid 
many compliments to earl Simon, and declared,, that he 

• fhould be prince of all the countries that might in fu- 
ture be taken from the Albigenfes : at the fame time, 

: by orxier of the pontiff, he fly led him, The active and 
dextrous foldier of Jefus Chrift, and the .' invincible 
defender of the Catholic faith. ■ But juft as theearl was 
going to return thanks for thefe great honours', and find 
encomiums, a meffengcr brought word, that the people 
having heard earl Simon was in the council, had taken 

. up arms, and were coming thither to< deftroy him as a 

. common diftur-ber. ; 

' This threw the whole council into- great confufion ; 
' and earl Simon, though a minute before ftyted an' In- 
' vincible Defender of the Faith, was'' glad tojumpout 
: of a window, and 'Ileal away from the city by the moll 
i private paffages. ■ • : 

i The' affair becoming ferious; according to the opi-' 
nions of the Papilla, the pope himfelf foon after called 
a council, to be held at Lateran, in which great powers. 
' were granted to Roman,Catholic inquifitors, and many 
1 Albigcnfes were immediately put to death. This doiin- 
; cil iof Lateran likewife confirmed to earl Simon all 
' the. honours intended him by the council of Montpel- 
lier, and empowed him to raife another army againft 
i the Albigenfes. 

Earl Simon immediately repaired to court; received 
his invefliture from the French king, and began. to levy 
forces. Having raifed a confiderable number of troops, 
he determined if • poflible, to exterminate the' Atbi- 
■ genfes, when he received advice, that his counters was 
1 befieged in 'J^af bonne, by the earl of Thotiloufb. Earl 
Simon proceeded to the relief of his wife, ,whci* the 
Albigenfes met him, gave him battle, and defeated him. 
He, however, found means to efeape from the fight, anci 
get into the caftle of Narbonne. 

During earl Simon's misfortunes, Thouloufe was re- 
covered by the Albigenfes ; but the pope: ftill efpoufing 
earl Simon's caufe, railed forces on his account; and 
enabled him, once more, to undertake the fiege- of that 
city. The earl afiaulted the place furioufiy, but being 
repulfed with great lofs, he feemed funk in affliction! v 
when the pope's legate faid; to comfort him, " Fear 
nothing, my lord, make another vigorous attack ; lea 
us by any means recover the city, and deftroy the in- 
habitants.; and thofe of our men who are flain in the 
fight, I' will allure you fhall immediately pafs into para- 
difel" One of earl Simon's principal officers, on hear- 
ing this, find with a fneer, «? Monfieur Cardinal, you 
talk with gceat affurance ; but if the earl believes: you, 
he will, as heretofore; pay dearly for his confidence," 

Earl Simon; however, took the legate's advice; made 
another affault; and was again repulfed'. To complete 
his misfortune, before the troops could recover from 
their confufion, the. earl of Foix made his appearance 
at the head of a formidable body of forces; and attack- 
ing the already difpir.ited army of earl Simon, cafilv 
put them to the rout; when the earl himfeifi nar- 
rowly efcaped being drowned. -in the Garonne, in*" 



The PERSECUTIONS of the ALBIGE!\SES i 



877 



which he had haftily plunged, in order to avoid being 
apprehended. 

N.w thismifcamagealmolt broke earl Simon's heart; 
but the pope's legale bad him yet be of good cheer, for 
be would raife him another army; which promife, with 
fomc diliiculty, and three years delay, he at length per- 
formed, and that bigoted nobleman was, once more, 
cui.Ld to take the (ield. He bent his whole force 
ag.ii.nl 'i'iiouloufe, which he befieged for the (pace of 
nine months, when in one of the Tallies made bv the 
bclicged, his horfe was wounded. The animal being in 
g> eat anguifh, ran away with him, and bore him di- 
rectly under the ramparts of the city, when an archer 
taking aim, (hot him in the thigh with an arrow; and a 
woman immediately after throwing a large (tone from 
the wall, it (buck him upon the head, and killed him 
inftantly. Upon the death of the earl, the fiege was 
railed; but the legate, greatly enraged to be di (ap- 
pointed of his wifhed-for vengeance oii the inhabitants 
of that devoted city, engaged the king of France in the 
caul'e, who lent his Ion to befiege it. 1 he French 
prince, with (bine chofen troops, furioufly affaulted 
Thouloufe, but meeting with a fevere repulfe, he grew 
lick of the enterprize, and abandoned Thouloufe to 
beliege Miromand. This place he Toon took by dorm, 
and put to the (word aU the inhabitants, conlilling of 
5000 men, women, and children. 

Bertrand (for that was the legate's name) being very 
old, grew weary of following the army ; but his paflion 
for blood-fpilling (till remained, as appears by his epif- 
tle to the pope, in which he begs to be' recalled, on ac- 

pontifF to appoint a fucceiror, who might continue 
the wars, as he had done, with (pi rit and perfevcrance. 

Accordingly, the pope recalled Bertrand, and ap- 
pointed Conrade, bifhop of Portua, to be legate in 
his room. The new legate determined to tread in the 
Heps of his predecetror, and topcrfecute the Albigenfes 
■with the greatctt fevcrity. Guido, carl of Monfort, 
the Ion and heir of earl' Simon, undertook the com- 
mand of the troops, and immediately laid (lege to 
Thouloufe, before the walls of which he was (lain. His 
hrother Almcrick fuccccded to the command; but he 
was foon obliged to raifc the fiege by the fpiritcd 
condua of the befieged. 

Thereupon the legate prevailed upon the king of 

dertakc the fiege of Thouloufe in perl'on, 

and reduce to the obedience of the church thofc obfti- 
nate heretics, as he thought proper to call the brave Al- 
bigenfes. Hearing of the great preparations made by the 
king of France, the ear! of Thouloufe lent the women, 
children, cattle, &c. into fecrct and iecurc places in the 
mountains, ploughed up the land, that the king's forces 
fhould not obtain any forage, and did all that a {kilful 
general could perforin to" fave his country, and dif- 
trefs the enemy. By thefe wife regulations the French 
army, foon after entering the earldom of Thouloufe, 
fuffercd all the extremities of famine, which obliged 
the troops to feed on the carcafes of horfes, on dead 
dogs, cats, &:c. which unwholefome food produced the 
plague. This complicated diltrefs broke the king's 
heart; nevcrthelefs, his fon, who fuccccded him, de- 
termined to carry on the war, but was defeated in three ' 
fcvcral engagements by the earl of Thouloufe. 

However, the king, the queen-mother, and three arch- 
bifhops, railed another formidable army, and had the 
art to pcrfuadc the carl of Thouloufe to come to a con- 
ference, when he was treacheroufiy feized upon, made 
a pri Toner, forced to appear bare-footed and bare- 
headed before his enemies, and compelled to fubferibe 
to the unrcaTonablc and ignominious conditions Which 
follow : 

1. That he fhould abjure the faith he had hitherto 
defended. 

2. That he fhould be fubjea to the church of 

Rome. 

3. That he fhould give his daughter Joan in mar- 
riage to one of the brothers of the king of'France. 

4. That he (hould maintain in Thouloufe fix popifh 
profeffors of the liberal arts, and tw 
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t he fhould take upon him the crofs, and 
earsagainlt the Saracens in the Holy Land, 
t he (hould level the walls of Thouloulc with 



That he fhould deftroy the walls and fortifica- 
tions of thirtv of his other cities and callles, as the 
legate fhould direct. 

8. That he fhould remain prifoner in the Louvre at 
Paris, till his daughter was delivered to the king's com- 
iiiiffioncrs. 

Thefe cruel conditions were followed by a fevere 
perfecution againft the Albigenfes (man)' of whom 
fuffered for the faith) and exprefs orders, that 
the laity fhould not be permitted to read the facrcd 
writings. 

The perfecution agamfl the Albigenfes was very great 
in the year 1620. At a town called Tell, while the 
miniltcr was preaching to a congregation of the re- 
formed, the Papifts attacked and murdered many of 
the people. A lady of confiderable eminence, being 
exhorted to change her religion, if not for her own fake, 
at lead for the fake of the infant file held in her arms, 
the lady, with an undaunted courage, (aid, " I did not 
quit Italy, my native country, nor forfake the eltate 1 
had there, for the fake of Jefus Chrift, to renounce him 
here. With refpea to my infant, why fhould 1 not de- 
liver him, up to death, fince God delivered up his Son 
to die for us ?" As foon as (lie had done (peaking, they 
took the child from her, delivered it to a popifh nurfe 
to bring up, and then cut to pieces the poor mother. 

A youth of fixteen, named Doininico Berto, refilling 
to turn Papill, was let upon an af> with his face to the 
tail, which he was obliged to hold in his hand for a 
bridle. Jn this condition he was led to the market- 
place, amidlt the acclamations of the populace ; after 
which they cut off his nofe, ears, and cheeks, and burnt 
holes in fcvcral parts of his body, till he at lad died. 

There was an Albigenfes young lady, of a noble fa- 
mily, feized by the Papifts, and carried through the 
llrects with a paper mitre upon her head. After mock- 
ing, beating, and fmcaring her face with dirt, they bade 
her call upon the faints; to which fhe replied, " My 
trufl andfalvation is in Chrift only; for even the Vir- 
gin Mary, without the merits of her Son, could not be 
laved." On bearing this, the multitude fell upon her, • 
and foon put an end to her exiltcnce. 



A full and particular Account of the Persecutions in 
F R an ci:, previous to, and. during the Civil Wars of that 
Naliou. 

A Learned man, named Almericus, and fix of his 
difciplcs, were in the third century ordered to be 
burnt at Paris; for holding thefe tenets : 

1. That God was nootherwifc prefent in the facra- 
mcntal bread, than in any other bread. 

2. That it was idolatry to build altars, or fhrines, 

3. That it was ridiculous to offer incenfe to faints. 

4. That it was abfurd to kifs the relics of faints. 
However, the martyrdom of Almericus and his pupils 

did not prevent many from acknowledging the judnefs 
of his notions, and feeing the purity of the reformed 
religion; Co that the faith of Chrift continually increafed, 
and in time not only fpread itfelf over many parts of 
France, but diff'ufed the light of the golpel over various 

About the year 1524, at a town in France, called Mel- 
den, one John Clark let up a hill on the church door, 
wherein he called the pope Antichrid. For this offence 
he was repeatedly whipped, and then branded in the 
forehead: his mother, who dood by at the time, cried 
with a loud voice, " Bleffed be Chrift, and welcome 
thefe marks for his fake " Going afterwards to Metz, 
in Lorraine, he deinolifhed fomc images, for which he 
had his right hand and nofe cut off, and his arms and 
breaitstorn by fharppincers. He fultained thefe cruelties 
withamazing'fortitudc, and was even fufheiently cool to 
ling the 1 15th pfalm, wiiicii exprei'Uy forbids fuperditioa. 
10 D * Having 
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Having fiiii^ this pfalm with admirable patience, he 
was thrown into the lire, and burnt to allies. 

Several perfonsof the reformed perfuafinn were, about 
this time, beaten, racked, fcourged, and burnt to death, 
in leveral parts of France; but more particularly at 
Paris, Malda, and Limofin. 

There was a native of M Ha burnt in a flow fire for 
faying that mafs was a pirn denial of the death and paf- 
fion of Chrift. At Limofin, John de Cadurco, a cler- 
gy man of the reformed religion, was apprehended, de- 
graded, and ordered to be burnt. 

On Its degradation, a friar undertook to preach a fer- 
mon upon theoccafion; when opening the New Tefla- 
inent he pitched upon this text, in the firft epiftle of 
St. Paul the apofllc, to Timothy, chap. iv. ver i. 
" Now the Spirit fpeakcth exprefsly, that in the latter 
times Come {hall depart from the faith, giving heed to 
fcduciiig fpirits, and doctrines of devils." The friar 
began to expound this verfe in favour of the Roman-Ca- 
tholic perfualion, and in condemnation of the reformed 
religion, when John de Cadurco called to him, and 
begged, that before lie proceeded in his fermon, he 
would read the two vcrlcs which followed that he had 
chofeu for his text. The friar again opened the Tefla- 
ment, but on calling his eye on the paffage, he flood 
mute and confounded. John de Cadurco then defircd 
that the book might be handed to him ; this requcft be- 
ing complied with, he read thus, "Speaking lies in 
hypocril'y, having their conference (t ared with a hot iron, 
forbidding to marry, and commanding to abflain from 
meats, which God hath created to be received with 
thankfgivingof them which believe and know the truth." 
The Roman-Catholics plainly faw, but had not candour 
fuflicient to own their error; but inflead of thanking 
the pcrfon who pointed out their being wrong, they 
condemned him to the flames, and he was accordingly 
burned. 

Alexander Kanus, a reformed clergyman, was burnt 
at Paris in a flow fire; four men were committed to 
the flames for dillributing about papers that ridiculed the 
faying mafs. One had his tongue bored through for 
fpeaking ill of the Romifb fiiperllitions. Peter Gaudct, 
a (lenoefe, was burnt b) ihe defne of his own uncle, a 
bigoted Roman-Catholic; and John Pointer, a lur- 
gcon, had bis tongue cut our, and was then commit- 
ted to the fire. 

Many were martyred at Arras, Foutanis, and Ru- 
tiers, for being of the reformed religion; in particular, 
at the latter place, one Stephen Brunc was condemned 
to be burnt for ref'ufing to attend mafs. When the fire 
was kindled, the flames were driven from him by a brifk 
gale of wind: this occafioncd the executioner to heap 
more faggots round him, and pour oil on them. Still, 
however, the wind blew the flames into a contrary di- 
rection, when the executioner abl'urdly grew angry with 
Stephen Prune, and in his pallion ft ruck him on the 
head. Prune very calmly laid in return, " As I am 
condemned only to be burnt, why do you flrike inc with 
a flat!' like a dog." This cxprcflion fo greatly enraged 
the executioner, that he ran him through with a pike, 
and then burnt the body when lifelefs. i 
One Ayinond de Lavoy, a miniftcr of Bourdcaux, had | 
a complaint lodged againlt him by the Romifh clergy of £ 
that city. On hearing this, his friends advifed him to' j 
abfeond ; but he abl'olutely refuted fo to do, and told j 
them : " That mould he be anient himfelf, the people j 
might well imagine what he had preached confided oidy 
of dreams and fables, and was not extracted from tile 
pure word of God ; but to prevent them from enter- 
taining fueh a notion, hedctcrmined to feal his teflimony I 
of the truth with his blood." When he was feized upon, 
the people would have refcued him, but he defired them j 
to forbear, laying, " Since it is the will of God that I 
fhould CufTer for him, I will not refill his will." He 
remained nine months in prifon on the information 
only, and patiently fuffered all the inclemencies of a I 
gaol. Being brought to trial, he was ordered to be j 
racked; when in the extremity of the torture he com- 
forted himfelf with this cxprcflion ; " This, body mu ft I 
once die, but the foul fhall live ; for the kingdom of ! 
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Cod endureth for ever." At length he fwooncd away; 
but on recovering, prayed for his pel (editors. The 
queftion was then put to bin!, '* Whether he would cm- 
brace the Roman-Catholic perflation ; which pofitively 
rcfufing, he was condemned to be burnt. At the 
place of execution he laid, "O Lord, make hade to 
help me; tarry not ; defpife not the work of thy hands." 
And perceiving fume who ufed to attend his fcniions, 
be addreffed them thus, " My friends, I exhort vou to 
fiudv and learn the gofpel ; for the word of Cod a'bideth 
for ever. Labour to know the will of God, and fear 
not them that kill the body, but have no power over 
the foul." The executioner then ftranglcd him, and 
burnt his body afterwards. 

An apothecary of Blois, of the name ofHuffon, went 
from that city to Rouen, and there privately dillributcd 
and fcattered about fcveral fmall pamphlets, explaining 
the tenets of the reformed church, and expofing the Ro- 
mifh fuperflitions. Thefe books gave a ger.eral alarm, 
and a council being called, an order was iffued for di- 
ligent fearch to be made for the author and difli ibuter. 
With foine difficulty it was at length difcovered that 
Hullon had brought them to Rouen, and that he was 
gone towards Dieppe. Orders for apurfuit were given, 
and Hulfon being apprehended, was brought back to 
Rouen, where he confeffed that he was both author and 
diflribnter of the books in qucflion. This con feflion 
occafioncd his condemnation, when he was executed in 
the following manner. His tongue being cut out, his 
hands and feet were tied behind, and he was drawn up 
by a pulley to a gibbet, and then let down into a fire 
kindled beneath j in which fituation he called upon the 
Lord, and foot) breathed his la.lt. 

One Francis Brihard, fecretary to cardinal de Bellay, 
for (peaking in favour of the reformed, had his tongue 
cutout, and was then burnt, A. D. 1554. James Co- 
bard, a fchool-malter in the city of St. Michael, was 
burnt, A. D. 1545, for faying " That mafs was ufelcfs 
and abfurd ;" and about the fame lime, fourteen men 
were burnt at Malda, their wives being compelled to 
ftand by and behold the execution. 

Peter Chapot brought a number of Bibles in the 
French tongue to France, and publicly fold them there 
in the year 1546, for which being apprehended, he was 
condemned to he burnt; which lenience was executed a 
few days after it paffed. Soon after a cripple of Meaux, 
a fchool-mafier of Fera, named Stephen Polliot, and a 
man named John Englifh, were burned for the truth. 

The choice being olferedto Michael Michelot, either 
to recant and be beheaded, or to pel fevere and be 
burned; he chofe the latter, making life, at the fame 
time, of tbcfe words: " God, who has given me grace 
not to deny the truth, will give me (frength to endure 
the fire." Many, about the fame time were burnt at 
Paris, Bar, &c. and at Langrcs, five men and two 
women were, by the Roman-Catholics, committed to 
the flames for being of the reformed religion : when the 
youngeft woman encouraged the other, faying, " This 
day (hall we be married to Jefus Chrift, and be with 
him for ever." 

A" rich jeweller, named Monfieur Blondel, was, A.D. 
1548, apprehended at Lyons, and fent to Paris : where 
he was burnt for the faith, by order of the high court. 
A. D. 1549. Flubert, a youth of nineteen years of 
age, was committed to the flames at Dijon; as was Flo- 
rent Yenote, at the fame time. 

There was a lady, named Ann Audebert, who defign- 
cd, on account of her faith, to retire to Geneva, 
feized and fent to Paris. Being condemned, file was 
led to execution by a rope placed round her waift. This 
rope (he called her wedding girdle; and as it was on a 
Saturday, file laid, " I was once married to a man on 
a Saturday, and now I fhall be married to God on the 
fame day of the week." She was at length faftened to 
the flake, and burnt, meeting her Tate with the molt 
exemplary fortitude and refignation. 

Many lingular circumflances happened immediately- 
after the coronation of Henry the Second, king of 
France, which we (hall relate. A taylor was appre- 
hended for working on a faint's davj. b::ing afked 
why 
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why he gave Inch offence to religion, Ins reply was, " I 
am a poor man, and have nothing but my labour to 
depend upon ; neceffity requires that I fhould be iiirlnl- 
trrotis, and my confeience tells me there is no day but 
the fabbath which I ought to keep facred from labour." 
Having cxpreff.'d himfelf thus, he was committed to pri- 
fon, and the a (lair being Toon after rumoured at court, 
i'ome of the nobles perfuaded the king to be prefent at 
the trial. On [be day appointed, the monarch appeared 
in a fu per b chair of Hate, and the bilhop of" Mafcon was 
ordered to interrogate tlje prifoner. The tailor, on 
perceiving the king, paid his obedience to him in the 
moll refpcclful manner, faying, " I thank God for 
honouring mc thus, and for permitting me to vindicate 
the light of his gofpe! before fo great a prince." The 
prelate then queftioned him concerning the tenets 
of his faith, when the clearnefs and fpirit of his 
anfwers amazed all that heard him. The king was 
much affected and feemed to mufe, when the bifliop 
exclaimed, "Me is an obitinate and impudent heretic ; 
let him be taken back again to prifon, from thence con- 
veyed to the place of execution, and there burnt to 
death." As the king did not oppofe what the bilhop 
faid, the officers proceeded to do as they were ordered; 
and, in the mean time, left what the taylor had uttered 
might alarm the confeience of the king, the bilhop art- 
fully infinuated. "That the heretics (as lie called the 
reformed) had many fpecious arguments in their months, 
which, at the firlt hearing, appeared conclufive, but on 
ferious examination, they were found to be falfe and 
deceitful. lie then ulcd his utmolt endeavours in per- 
fuading the king to be prefent at the execution, who at 
length contented, and repaired to a balcony which over- 
looked the place where perfons under condemnation 
■were ufual'v put to death. When the taylor faw the 
king, he fixed his eyes ftedfaftly upon him, and even 
■while the flames were confuming him, he kept gazing in 
luch a manner, as threw the monarch into vifible con- 
fulion, and obliged him to retire before the martyr 
gave up the gbolt. The king was fo mocked upon this 
occafion, that he could not recover hisfpirits for fmne 
time; and what added to his difquiet was, his conti- 
nually dreaming, for many fucceflive nights, that he 
faw the taylor with his eyes fixed upon him, in the lame 
manner as he had done during the execution. 

One Claudius, a pious man, was burnt at Orleans; 
a Genoefe youth, called Thomas, having rebuked a 
Roman-Catholic for profanely (wearing, was informed 
againft as an heretic, and committed to the flames at 
Paris: and three men at Lyons, being condemned for 
their religion, were conducted to the place of execution ; 
two of them with ropes about their necks; but the third, 
having been an officer in the king's fervice, was ex- 
empted from that difgrace. He, however, told the 
officer, that he begged to be treated in the fame manner 
as his companions, and defired they would indulge him 
with one of thofe precious collars about his neck, in 
honour of the Lord. His requeft was complied with; 
and after having lung a pfalm with great fervency, they 
were all three committed to the flames. 

Simon Laloe, a citizen of Geneva ; Matthew Dimo- 
net, a converted libertine ; and Nicholas Naile, a book- 
feller of Paris, were martyred by fire, for profeffing the 
reformed religion. 

Peter Serre was originally a pried, but rcflcSing on 
the errors of Popery, he, at length, embraced the re- 
formed religion, and learned the trade of a fhoe-raaker, 
that by honeft induftry he might obtain a fubfiftence. 
Having a brother at Thouloufe, who was a bigoted 
Roman-Catholic, Serre, out of fraternal love, made a 
journey to that city, in order to diffuade him from his 
fuperftitions. The brother's wife not approving of his 
defign, lodged a complaint againft him. He was foon 
apprehended, and very candidly made a full declaration 
of his faith. The judge then a'fkcd him concerning his 
occupation: to which he replied, " I have of late prac- j 
tiled the trade of a fhoe-makcr." Of late, faid the 
judge, and what did you praclifo formerly ? That I am 
ahnoll afhamcd to tell you, exclaimed Serre, becaufe it 
was the vik-U and uioli wicked occupation imaginable. 



The judge and all who were prefent, Com thefe words 
fuppofed he had been a murderer, or thief, and that 
what he fpokc was through contrition for his pafl crimes. 
The judge, however, to put the matter beyond doubt, 
ordered him to explain piccilely what he meant; when 
Serre, with tears in his eyes, cried, "Oil was former- 
ly that abominable thing — A Popish Priest." This 
reply furprifed all who heard it, and fo much exagge- 
rated the judge, that lie condemned Serre to be firlt de- 
graded, then to have his tongue cut, and afterwards to 
be publicly burnt ; which fentence was punctually c.xe- 

Twoincn of the reformed religion, with the fon and 
daughter ofone of them, were, in the year 1554, appre- 
hended and committed to the caftlc of Niverne. On 
examination, they confeffed their faith, and wercordered 
for execution : being fmeared with greafc, hrimllonc, 
and gunpowder, they cried, " Salt'on, fall on this fin- 
ful and rotten flefh " Their tongues were then cut out, 
and they were afterwards committed to the llanies, 
which foon contained them, by means of the i-ombuf- 
tible matter with which they were befmcared all over. 

A pricfl of the name of Philip Hamlin, was appre- 
hended for having renounced the errors of Popery, and 
embraced the reformed religion. Being condemned to 
the ltake, the faggots were piled about him, when be 
began earnellly to exhort the people to quit the errors of 
the church of Rome. The officer who prefitled at the 
execution, on hearing this, ordered the faggots to be 
immediately lighted, and that one ihould blow a trum- 
pet while Hamlin was burning, that the people fhould 
not hear his voice, or be induced to change their opi- 
nions from what he might fay to them. 



A full and particular Account of the Martyrdom 
./John Galas. 

SEEING that we are now treating of the perfec- 
tions in the kingdom of France, it may not be im- 
proper to look a little forward to modern times, where- 
in we may fee the fame pcrfecuting fpirit of Popery, 
that raged formerly, moll ftrikingly exhibited in the 
martyrdom of John Calas. 

Without doubt, this is one of the mod lingular affairs 
that ever happened, and by being tranfacted in a po- 
lifhcd age, fliews that neither experience, or improve- 
ment, can root out the inveterate prejudices of the Ro- 
man-Catholics ; or render them lefs cruel, or inexora- 
ble, to the Protcftants. 

This John Calas was a merchant of the city of 
Thouloufe, where he had been fettled, and lived in 
good repute, and had married an linglifh woman of 
French extraction. 

Both Calas and his wife were Proteftants, and had five 
fons, whom they educated in the fame religion ; but 
Lewis, one of the Tons, became a Roman-Catholic, hav- 
ing been converted by a maid-fervant, who had lived 
in the family above thirty years. The father, however, 
did notexprefs any refentmenl or ill-will upon the oc- 
cafion, but kept the maid in the family, and fettled an 
annuity upon the fon. In October 1761, the family 
confided of John Calas and his wife, one woman fer- 
vant, Mark Anthony Galas, the eldefl fon, and Peter 
Calas, the fecond fon. Mark Anthony was bred to the 
law, but could not be admitted to practile, on account 
ofhisbeinga Proteftant : hence he grew melancholy, 
read all the books which he could procure relative' to 
fuicide, and feemed determined to deftroy himfelf. To 
this may be added, that he led a diffipated life, was 
greatly addifted to gaming, and did all wdiich could con- 
Ititute the character of a libertine. On which account 
his father frequently reprehended him, and fometimes 
in terms of feverit'y, which confiderably added to the 
gloom that feemed to opprefs him. 

Mr. Gober La Vaifle, a young gentleman about nine- 
teen years of age, the fon of L.a Vaiffe, a celebrated ad- 
vocate of Thouloufe, having been fom'c time at Bour- 
deaux, came back to Thouloufe to fee his father on the 
13th of October 1761 ; but finding that he was gone to . 
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his country-houfe, at fome diftance from the city, he 
went to feveral places, endeavouring to hire a horfe to 
carry him thither. No horfe, however, was to be hired ; 
and, about five o'clock in the evening, he was met by 
John Calas the father, and the eldeft fon Mark An- 
thony, who was his friend. Calas, the father, invited 
him to fupper,' as he could not fet out for his father's 
that night, and La Vaiffe confented. All three, there- 
fore, proceeded to Calas's houfe together, and when they 
came thither, finding that Mrs. Calas was [till in her own 
room, which fhe had not quitted that day, La Vaiffe 
went up to fee her. After the firft compliments, he 
told her, he was to fup with her by her hufband's invi- 
tation, at which fhe expreffed her fatisfaftion, and a few 
minutes after left him, to give fome orders to' her maid. 
When that was done, fhe went to look for her fon An< 
thony, whom fhe found fitting alo'ne in the fhop, very 
penfive: fhe gave him fome money, anddefired him to 
go and buy fome Roquefort cheefe, as he was a better 
judge of the quality of cheefe than any other perfon in 
the family. She then returned to her guelt La Vaiffe, 
•who' very foon after went again to the livery-flable, to 
fee if any horfe was come in, that he might fecure it 
for the next morning. 

Anthony in a fhort time returned, having bought the 
cheefe, and La Vaiffe alfo coming back about the fame 
time, the family and their gueft fat down to fupper, in 
a room up one pair of flairs j the whole company con- 
fiding of Calas the father and his wife, Anthony and 
Peter Calas the fons, and La Vailfe the gueft, no' other 
perfon being in the houfe, except the maid-fervant, 
who has been mentioned already. 

Now it was about feven o'clock: the fupper was not 
long; but before it was over, or, according to the 
French expreffion, " when they came to the defert," 
Anthony left the table, and went into the kitchen, 
which was on the fame floor, as he was accuftomed to 
do. The maid ajked him if he was cold? He anfwer- 
ed, " Quite the contrary, I burn -," and then left her. 
In the mean time his friend and family left the room 
they had fupped in, and went into a bed-chamber ; the 
father and La Vaiffe fat down together on a fofa ; the 
younger fon Peter in an elbow chair; and the mother 
in another chair; and without making any inquiry af- 
ter Anthony, continued in convcrfation together till 
between nine and ten o'clock, when La Vaiffe took 
his leave, and Peter, who had fallen afleep, was awaken- 
ed to attend him with a light. 

There was on the ground floor of Calas's houfe a 
fhop and a warehoufe ; the latter of which was divided 
from the fhop by a pair of folding-doors. When Peter 
Calas and La Vaiffe came down flairs into the fhop, they 
were extremely fhocked to fee Anthony hanging in his 
Hurt, from a bar which he had laid acrofs the top of the 
two folding-doors, having half opened them for that pur- 
pofe. Ondifcovery of this horrid fpe£lacle,they fh'rieked 
out, which brought down Calas the father, the mother 
being feized with fuch a terror as kept her trembling in 
the paffage above. The unhappy old man rufhed for- 
ward, and taking the body in his arms, the bar, to which 
the rope that fufpended him was fattened, flipped off 
from the folding-door of the warehoufe, and fell down. 
Having placed the body on the ground, he loofed and 
took off the cord in an agony of grief and anguifh not 
to be expreffed, weeping, trembling, and deploring 
himfelf and his child. The two young men, his fecond 
fo.ft and La Vaiffe, who had not had prefence of mind 
enough to attempt taking down the body, were Handing 
by, ftupid with amazement and horror. In the mean 
time the mother, hearing the confufed cries and com- 
plaints of her hufband, and finding no one come to her, 
found means to get down flairs. At the bottom (he faw 
La Vaiffe, and haltily demanded what was the matter. 
This queflion roufed Calas in a moment, and inflead of 
anfwering her, he urged her to go again up flairs, to 
which, with much reluctance, fhe confented; but the 
conflict of her mind being firch as could not be long 
borne, fhe lent down the maid to know what was- the 
matter. When the maid difcovered what had. happened,, 
fhe continued below, either becaufe fhe feared to carry 



an account of.it to her miftrefs, or becaufe fhe bulled 
herfelf in doing fome good office to her mailer, who was 
flill embracing the body of his fon, and bathing it in his 
tears. The mother, therefore, being thus left alone, 
went down/and mixed in the fecne, that has been al- 
ready defcribed, with Rich emotions as it mud naturally 
produce. In the mean time Peter had been lent for La 
Moire, a furgeon in the neighbourhood. La Moire was 
not at home, but his apprentice, Mr. Groffe, came in- 
flantly. Upon examination, he found the body quite 
dead; and upon taking off" the neckcloth, which wasof 
black taffata, he faw the mark of the cord, and immc- 
mediately pronounced that the deceafed had been 
llrangled. This particular had not been told, for the 
poor old man, when Peter was going for La Moire, 
cried out, " Save at lead the honour of my family ; do 
not go and fpread a report that ypur brother has made 
away with himfelf." 

A crowd of people by this time were gathered about 
the houfe, and one Cafing, with another friend or two 
of the family, were come in. Some of thofe who were 
in the ftreet had heard the cries and exclamations of the 
father, the mother, the brother, and his friend, before 
they knew what was the matter; and having by fome 
means heard that Anthony Calas was fuddenly dead, and 
that the furgeon, who had examined the body, declared 
he had been flrangled, they took it into their heads he 
had been murdered; and as the family were Proteltants, 
they prefently fuppofed that the young man was about 
to change his religion, and had been put to death for 
that reafon. The cries they had heard they fancied 
were thofe of the deceafed, while he was refilling the 
violence that was offered him. The tumult in the ftrcc* 
increafed every moment: fome faid that Anthony Cahis 
was to have abjured the next day ; others, that Prote- 
(lants are bound by their religion to flrangle or cut the 
throats of their children when they are inclined to he- 
come Catholics. Others who had found out that La 
Vailfe was in the houfe when the accident happened, 
very confidently affirmed, that the Proteflants, at their 
lafl affembly, appointed a perfon to be their common 
executioner upon thele occalions, and that La Vailfe 
was the man, who, in confequence of the office to 
which he had been appointed, had come to Calas's houfe 
to hang his fon. 

Now the poor father, who was overwhelmed with 
grief for the lofsof his child, was advifed by his friends 
to fend for the officers of jullice to prevent his being 
torn to pieces by the multitude, who fuppofed that he 
had murdered his fon. This was accordingly done: a 
meffenger was difpatched to the capitoul, one David, 
the firft magillrate of the place; and another to an in- 
ferior officer, called an alfeiror. The capitoul was 
already fet out, having been alarmed by the rumour of 
a murder before the meffenger fent from Calas's got to 
his houfe. He entered Calas's houfe with forty foldiers, 
took the father, Peter the fon, the mother, La Vaiffe, 
and the maid, all into cufto'dy, and fet a guard over 
them. He fent for M. de la Tour, a phyfician, and 
M. la Marque and Perronet, furgeons, who examined 
the body for marks of" violence, but found none.except 
the mark of the ligature on the neck : they found alfo 
the hair of the deceafed done up in the ufual manner, 
perfectly finooth, and without the leaft diforder : his 
clothes were alfo regularly folded up,, and laid upon the 
counter, nor was his ffiirt either unbuttoned or torn. 

The capitoul, notwithllanding thefc appearances, 
thought proper to agree with the opinion of the mob, 
and took it into his head that old Calas had fent for La 
Vaiffe, telling him he had a fon to be banged; that La 
Vaiffe had come to perform the office of executioner; 
and that he had received affiflance from the father and 

On account of thefe notions the capitoul ordered 
the bodv of the deceafed to be carried to the town-houfe, 
with the" clothes. The father and fon were thrown into, 
a dark dungeon ; and the mother, La Vaiffe, the maid, 
and Cafing, were imprifoned in one that admitted the 
light. The next day, what is called the verbal procefs 
was taken at the tavm-boufc, inljead of the fpot where 
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the body was found, as the law directs, and was dated 
at Calas'shoufe to conceal the irregularity. This verbal 
procefs is fomewhat like the coroner's inqueft in Eng- 
land: witneffes are examined, and the magiftrate makes 
his report, which is the fame there as the verdict of the 
coroner's jury in England. The witneffes examined by 
the capitoul were, the phyfician and furgeon, who pro- 
ved Anthony Calas to have been ftrangled. The fur- 
geon having been ordered to examine the ftomach of 
the deceafed, depofed alfo, that the food which was 
found there had been taken four hours before his death. 

Seeing that no proof of the fuppofed faft could be 
procured, the capitoul had recourfe to a monitory, or 
general information, in which the crime was taken for 
granted, and all perfons were required to give fuch 
teftimony again ft it as they* were able, particularizing 
the points to which they were to fpeak. This recites, 
that La Vaiffe was commiflioned by the Proteftants to 
be their executioner in ordinary, when any of their chil- 
dren were to be hanged for changing their religion : it 
recites alfo, that when the Proteltants thus hang their 
children, they compel them to kneel, and one of the 
interrogatories was, whether any perfon had feen An- 
thony Calas kneel before his father when he ftrangled 
him: it recites likewife, that Anthony died a Roman- 
Catholic, and requires evidence of his'Catholicifm. 

Now thefe ridiculous opinions being adopted and 
publifhed by the principal magiftrate of a confiderable 
city, the church of Geneva thought itfelf obliged to 
fend an atteftation of it's abhorrence of opinions fo abo- 
minable and abfurd, and of it's aftonifhme/it^ that they 
fhould be fufpefted of fuch opinions by perfons whofe 
rank and office required them to have more knowledge 
and better judgment. 

However, before this monitory was publifhed, the 
mob had got a notion, that Anthony Calas was the next 
day to have entered into the fraternity of the White Pe- 
nitents. The capitoul immediately adopted this opi- 
nion alfo, without the leaft examination, and ordered 
Anthony's body to be buried in the middle of St. Ste- 
phen's church, which was accordingly done, forty priefts, 
and all the White Penitents, afllfting in the funeral pro- 
ceflion. 

Some fliort time after the interment of the deceafed, 
the White Penitents performed a folemn fervice for him 
in their chapel: the church was hung with white, and a 
tomb was raifed in. the middle of it, on the top of which 
was placed a human Ikeleton, holding in one hand a pa- 
per, on which was written, " Abjuration of herefy," and 
in the other a palm, the emblem of martyrdom. 

The Francifcans performed a fervice of the fame 
kind for him the next day ; and it is eafy to imagine how 
much the minds of the people were inflamed by this' 
ilrange folly of their magiftrates and priefts. 

Still the capitoul continued the profecution with un- 
relenting feverity ; and though the grief and diftraSlion 
of the family, when he firft came to the houfe, were 
alone fufficient to have convinced any reafonable being 
that they were not the authors of the event which they 
deplored, yet having publicly attefted that they were 
guilty, in his monitory, without proof, and no proof 
coming in, he thought fit to condemn the unhappy fa- 
ther, mother, brother, friend, and fervant, to the tor- 
ture, and put them all into irons on the 1 8th of Novem- 
ber. Cafing was enlarged upon proof that he was not 
in Calas's houfe till after Anthony was dead. 

From thefe dreadful proceedings the fufferers appeal- 
ed to the parliament, which immediately took cogni- 
zance of the affair, and annulled the fentence of the ca- 
pitoul as irregular; but the profecution ftill continued. 

As foon as the trial came on, the hangman, who had 
been taken to Calas.'s houfe, and (hewn the folding-doors 
and thobar, depofed, that it was impoflible A nthony fhould 
hang himfelf as was pretended. Another witnefs fwore, 
that he looked through the keyhole of Calas's door into 
a room, where he faw men running haftily to and fro. 
A third fwore, that his wife had told him, a woman 
named Maundrill had told her, that a certain woman 
unknown had declared, (he heard the cries of Anthony 
Calas at the further end of the city. 
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Agreeable to this evidence the majority of the par- 
liament were of opinion^ that the prifoners were guilty, 
and therefore ordered them to be tried by the criminal 
court of Thouloufe. • 

There was among thofe who-.pfefided at the trial one 
LaBorde, who had zealoufly efpoufed the popular pre- 
judices ; and though it was manifeft to demonftratiort . 
that the prifoners were either all innocent or all guilty, 
he voted that the father fhould firft fuffer the torture, 
ordinary and extraordinary, to difcover his accomplices, 
and be then broken alive upon the wheel ; to receive the 
laft ftroke when he had laid two hours, and then to be 
burnt to afhes. In this opinion he had the concurrence 
of fix others; three were for the torture alone; two were 
of opinion that they fhould endeavour to afcertain upon 
the fpot whether Anthony could hang himfelf or not ; 
and one voted to acquit the prifoner. After long de- 
bates the majority was for the torture and wheel, and 
probably condemned the father by way of experiment, 
whether he was guilty or not, hoping he would in the . 
agony, confefs the crime, and accufe the other prifoners, 
' whofe fate, therefore, they fufpended. It is, however, 
certain, that if they had evidence againft the father 
that would have juftified the fentence they pronounced 
againft him, that very evidence would have juftified 
the fame fentence againft the reft; and that they could 
not juftly condemn him, for they were all in the houfe 
together when Anthony died. All concurred in de- 
claring he hanged himfelf, that the perfons accufed 
could have had no motive to do fuch an aft, nor could 
they have hanged him by violence, without the know- 
ledge of the reft. 

However, poor Calas, an old man of 68, was con- 
demned to this dreadful punifhment alone. He fuffered 
the torture with great conftancy, and was led to execu- 
tion in a frame of mind which excited the admiration 
of all that faw him. 

Father Bourges and father Coldagues, the two Domi- 
nicians, who attended him in his laft moments, wifhed 
their latter end might be like his ; and declared, 
that they thought him not only wholly, innocent of the 
crime laid to his charge, but an examplary inftance of 
true Chriftian patience, charity, and fortitude; 

He gave but one fingle fliriek, and that not very 
violent, when he received the firft ftroke ; after that he 
uttered no complaint. Being at length placed on the 
wheel, to wait for the momentwhich was to. end his 
life and his niifery together, he expreffed himfelf with an 
humble hope of an happy immortality, and a compaf- 
fionate regard for the judges who had condemned him. 
When he faw the executioner prepared to give him the 
laft ftroke, he made a frefh declaration of his innocence 
to father Bourges ; but while the words were yet in his 
mouth, the capitoul, the author of this cataftrophe, , 
and who came upon the fcaffold merely to gratify his 
defire of being a witnefs of his punifhment and death, 
ran up to him, and bawled out, "Wretch, there are the 
faggots which are. to reduce your body to afhes ; fpeak - 
the truth." Mr. Calas made no reply, but turned his 
head a little afide, and that moment the executioner did 
his office. 

Donat Calas, a boy of fifteen years of age, and the 
youngeft fon of the unfortunate viaim, was apprentice 
to a merchant at Nifmes, when he heard of the dread- 
ful punifhment by which feven unfortunately prejudiced 
judges of Thouloufe, had put his worthy father to death. 

So violent was the popular outcry againft this family 
in Languedoc, that every body expeft.ed.to fee the chil- 
dren of Calas broke upon the wheel, and the mother 
burnt alive. Even the attorney-general expc&ed it. 
So weak, it is faid, had been the defence made by this 
innocent family, oppreffed by misfortunes, and terri- 
fied at the fight of lighted piles, racks, and wheels. 

Young Donat. Calas was made to dread ftiaring the 
fate of the reft of his family, and was advifed to fly 
into Switzerland : he went and found a gentleman, who, 
at firft, could only pity and relieve him, without daring 
to judge of the rigour exercifed againft the father, mo- 
ther, and brothers. 

Shortly after, one of the brothers, who was only 
xo E banifhed, 
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banifhed, likewife threw himfelf into the arms of the 
fame perfon, who, for more than a month, took every 
poffible precaution to be allured of the innocence of the 
family. But when he was once convinced, he thought 
himfelf obliged, in confcience, to. employ his friends, 
his purfe, his pen, and his credit, to repair the fatal mif- 
take of the feven judges of Thouloufe, and to have the 
proceedings revifed by the king's counfel. This revifion 
lafted three years, and it is well known what honour 
Meffrs. de Grofne and Bacquancourt "acquired by re- 
porting this memorable caufe. Fifty matters of the 
Court of Requefts urianimoufly declared the whole fa- 
mily of Calas innocent, and recommended them to the 
benevolent juftice of his majefty. The duke de Choi- 
feul, who never let flip an opportunity of fignalizing 
the greatnefs of his charaaer, not only affifted this un- 
fortunate family with money, but obtained for them a 
gratuity of 36,000 livres from the king. 

The arret which juftified the family of Calas, and 
changed their fate, was figned on the 9th of March 
1765. The 9th of March 1762, was the very day on 
which the innocent and virtuous father of that family 
had been executed. All Paris ran in crowds to fee them 
come out of prifon, and clapped their hands for joy, 
while the tears ftreamed down their cheeks. 



Now have we traced, through all it's circumftances, 
one of the mofl lingular affairs that ever the annals of 
fuperftitioh, or the hiftory of bigotry produced; and 
lament, that a worthy and innocent man fell a facri- 
fice to tfiat narrownefs, which a popifh education be- 
ftows, and which fettled prejudices always convert to 
cruelty. Hence we may perceive, to what a depraved 
date the human mind may be reduced, when left to the 
guidance of the paffions, or fuffered to be the flave of 
enthufiafm. A feft, which would propagate it's doc- 
trines in blood, cannot be the favourer of truth : that 
perfuafion alone can merit the facred name of* religion, 
which wifhes to reform mankind. 

The purity of the gofpel will equally fhun fuperftition 
and cruelty, as the mildncfs of Chrift's tenets teaches 
only to comfort in this world, and procure falvation-in 
the next. To perfecute for being of a different opi- 
nion, is as abfurd as to perfecute for having a different 
countenance : if we honour God, keep facred the pure 
doarines.of Chrift, put a full confidence in the pro- 
mifes contained in the holy fcriptures, and obey the 
political laws of the flate in which we reGde, wehave an 
undoubted right to prote&ion inftead of perfecution, 
and to ferve heaven, as our confidences may direct, 
when regulated by the gofpel precepts. 
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Including an Historical Survey of the PERSECUTION'S in Spain, Portugal, Italy, &c. &c. 

'A full and particular Account of the Rise, Progress, 
&c. of the Inquisition. 



S foon as the reformed religion began to diffufe 
^ ^ the^gofpet light throughout Europe, pope Inno- 
cent the Third entertained great fear for the Romifh 
church. Unwilling that the fpirit of free inquiry fhould 
gain ground, or that the people fhould attain more 
knowledge than the priefts were willing to admit, he 
determined to impede, as much as poffible, the progrefs 
of reformation. He accordingly inftituted a number 
of inquifitors, or perfons who were to make inquiry 
after,- apprehend, and punifh heretics, as the reformed 
were called by the Papifts. 

One Dominic was at the head of thefe inquifitors, 
who had been canonized by the pope, in order to ren- 
der his authority the more refpeftable. Dominic, and 



the ether inquifitors', fpread themfelves 
Roman-Catholic countries, and treated the Proteftants 
with the utmoft feverity. In procefs of time, the pope 
not finding thefe roving inquifitors fo ufeful as he had 
imagined, refolved upon the eftablilhment of fixed and 
regular courts of inquifition. After the order for thefe 
regular courts, the firft office of inquifition was efta- 
bliflied in the city of Thouloufe, and Dominic became 
the fir ft regular inquifitor, as he had before been the firft 
roving inquifitor. , . 

Now courts of inquifition were erefted in feveral 
countries; but the Spanifh inquifition became the moft 
powerful, and the moft dreadful of any. Even the 
kings of Spain themfelves, though arbitrary m all other 
refpeas, were taught to dread the power of the lords 
of the inquifition; and the horrid cruelties they exer- 
cifed, compelled multitudes, who differed in opinion 
from' the Roman-Catholics, carefully to conceal their 
fentiments. " 

The Dominicans and Francifcans were the molt zea- 
lous of all the popilh monks, and thofe who moft im- 
plicitly obeyed the church of Rome : thefe, therefore, 
the pope thought proper to inveft with an exclufive right 



of prefiding over, and managing the different courts of 
inquifition. The friars of thofe two orders were al- 
ways feleaed from the very dregs of the people, and 
therefore were noi much troubled with punctilios of 
honour: they were obliged, by the rules of their re- 
fpeaive orders, to lead very auftere lives, which ren- 
dered their manners unfocial and brutifti, and, of 
courfe, the better qualified them for the employment 
of inquifitors. 

Now the pope thought proper to give the inquifitors 
the moft unlimited powers, as judges delegated by him, 
and immediately reprefenting his perfon : they were 
permitted to excommunicate, or fentence to death, 
whom they thought proper, upon the moft flight infor- 
mation of herefy. They were allowed to publifh cru- 
fades againft all whom they deemed heretics, and enter 
into leagues with fovereign princes, to join thofe cm- 
fades with their forces. 

In the year 1244, their power was further increafed 
by the emperor Frederic the Second, who declared 
himfelf the proteaor and friend of all inquifitors, and 
publifhed two very cruel edias as follows : 

1. That all heretics, who continued obftinate, fhould 
be burnt. 

2. That all heretics, who repented fhould be im- 
prifoned for life. 

This zeal in the emperor for the inquifitors, and the 
Roman-Catholic perfuafion, arofe from a report which 
had been propagated throughout Europe, that he in-r 
tended to renounce Chriftianity, and turn Mahometan} 
the emperor therefore attempted, by the heighth of 
^bigotry, to contradift the report, and by cruelty to 
fhew his attachment to Popery. 

The officers of the inquifition are, three inquifitors, 
or judges, a fifcal proaor, two fecretaries, a magiftrate, 
a meffenger, a receiver, a gaoler, an agent of confif- 
cated pofleffions; feveral afleffors, counfellors, execu- 
tioners, phyficians, furgeons, door-keepers, familiars,- 
and vifitors, who are all fworn to profound fccrecy. 

The chief accufation againft thofe who are fubjeft 
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to this tribunal, is herefy, which compfifes all that is 
fpoken, or written, againft any of the articles of the 
creed, or the traditions of the Romifh church. The 
other articles of accufation are, renouncing the Roman- 
Catholic perfuafion, and believing that perfons of any 
other religion may be faved, or even admitting that the 
tenets of any but Papifts are, in the lead, reafonable or 
proper. We fhall mention two other things which in- 
cur the.moft fevcre punifhments, and fliew the inquifi- 
tors, at once, in an abfurd and a tyrannical light, viz. 
To difapprove of any action done by the inquifition, or 
difbelieve any thing faid by an inquifitor. 

This grand article, herefy, comprifes many fubdivi- 
fions; and, upon a fufpicion of any of thefe, the party 
is immediately apprehended: advancing an offenfive 
propofition; failing to impeach otherswho may advance 
'fuch.; contemning church ceremonies; defacing idols; 
reading books condemned by the inquifition ; lending 
fuch books to others to read; deviating from the ordi- 
nary practices of the Romifh church ; letting a year 
pals without going to Gonfefiion ; eating meat on faft- 
days; negletting mafs; bc-ing prefent at a fermon 
preached by an heretic; not appearing when fummoned 
by the inquifition ; lodging in the houfe of, contracting 
a friendfhip with, or making a prefent to an heretic;' 
affilting an heretic to e.feape from confinement, or vifit- 
ing one in confinement, are all matters of fufpicion,- and 
profecuted accordingly. Nay, all Roman-Catholics : 
were commanded, under pain of excommunication, to ; 
give immediate information, even of their neareft and 
tleareft friends, if they judged them to be what was 
called heretics, or any ways inclining to herefy. 

All who give the lead countenance or afiiftance to 
Proteftants, are called fautors, or abettors of herefy, and 
the accufations againft thefe ufually turn upon fome of 
the following points; comforting fuch as the inquifition 
have begun to profecute ; aflifling, or not informing 
againft fuch, if they fhould happen to efcape; conceal- 
ing, abetting, advifing, or furnifhing heretics with mo- 
ney ; vifiting, or writing to, or fending them fubfiftence; 
fecreting, or burning books and papers, which might 
ferve to convict them. 

In like manner the inquifition takes cognizance of 
fuch as are accufed of being magicians, witches, blaf- 
phemers, foothfayers, wizards, common fwearers ; and 
of fuch who read, or even poffefs the Bible in the com- 
mon language,, the Talmud of the Jews, or the Alco- 
ran of the Mahometans. 

The inquifitors upon all occafions carry on their pro- 
ceffes with the utmoft feverity, and punilh thofe who 
offendthem withthe mod unparalleled cruelty. A Pro- 
teftant has feldom any mercy fliewn him ; and a Jew, 
■who turns Chriftian, is far from being fecure; for if he 
is known to keep company with another new-converted 
Jew, a fufpicion immediately arifes that they privately 
praclife together fome Jewilh ceremonies ; if he keeps 
company with a perfon who was lately a Proteftant, but 
now profeffes' Popery, they are accufed of plotting to- 
gether ; but if he affociates with a Roman-Catholic, 
an accufation is often laid againft him for only pretend- 
ing to be a Papift, and the confequence is, a confifca- 
tion of his effects as a punifiiment for his infincerity, 
and the lofs of his life if he complains of ill ufage. 

In the inquifition a defence is of little ufe to the pri-_ 
foner, for a fufpicion only, is deemed fufficient caufe of 
condemnation, and the greater his wealth the greater 
his danger. The principal part of the inquifitors 
cruelties is owing to their rapacity: they deftroy the 
life to poffefs the property ; and, under the pretence of 
zeal, plunder each obnoxious individual. . 

Any prifoner to the inquifitors is never allowed to fee 
the face of his accufer, . or of the witneffes againft him, 
but every method is taken, by threats and tortures, to 
oblige him to accufe himfelf, and by that means corro- 
borate their evidence. If the jurifdiaion of the inqui- 
lition is not fully allowed, vengeance is denounced 
againft fuch as call it in queftion ; or if any of it's offi- 
cers are oppofed, thofe who oppofe them are almoft cer- 
. tain to be fufferers for their temerity; the maxim of the 
inquifition being to ttrike terror, and awe thofe who 



are the objects of it's power, into obedience. High 
birth, diftinguifhed rank, great dignity, or eminent 
employments, are no protection from it's fevereties; 
and the lowed officers of the inquifition can make the 
higheft characters dread^hem. 

Such are the circumftances which fubjeel a perfon to 
the rage of the inquifition, and the modes of beginning 
the procefs are four in number, viz. 

1 . To proceed by imputation, or profecute on com- 
mon report. 

2. To proceed by the information of any indifferent 
perfon who chufes to impeach another. 

3. To found the profecutibn on the information 
of thofe fpies who are regularly' retained by the in- 
quifition. 

4. To profecute on the confeflion of the prifoner 
himfelf. 

As foon as a perfon is fummoned to appear before 
the inquifition, the beft method (unlefs he is fure of 
efcaping by flight) is immediately to obey the fummons; 
for though really innocent, the lead: delay increafes his 
criminality in the eye of the inquifitors, as one of their 
maxims is, that backwardnefs to appear always indi- 
cates guilt in the perfon fummoned; and if he efcapes, 
it is the fame as perpetual banifhment, for mould fuch 
ever return, the mod; cruel death would be the certain 
confequence thereof. 

Now the inquifitors never forget or forgive ; length, 
of time cannot efface their refentments ; nor can the 
humbled: conceflions, or molt liberal prefents, obtain a 
pardon : they carry the defire of revenge to the grave, 
and would have both the property and lives of thofe 
who have offended them. Hence, when a perfon once 
accufed to the inquifition, after efcaping, is retaken, he 
ought ferioufly to prepare himfelf for martyrdom, and 
arm his foul againft the fear of death. Every perfon, 
in fuch a fituation, ought to be compofed for the awful 
occafion, without expectation of remedy. 

If a pofitive accufation is given, the inquifitors dt- 
re£t an order under their hands to the executioner; who 
takes a certain number of familiars with him to a'flift in 
the execution. The calamity of a man under fuch cir- 
cumftances can fcarce be defcribed, he being probably 
feized when furrounded by his family, or in company 
with his friends. Father, fon, brother, filler, hufband, 
wife, mull quietly fubmit; none dare refift or even 
fpeak; either woold fubjectthem to the punifhment of 
the devoted victim. No refpite is allowed to fettle the 
mod; important affairs, but the prifoner is inftantane- 
oufly hurried away to meet his fate. 

From this wemay judge how criticallydangerousmuft 
be the fituation of perfons who relide in countries where 
there is an inquifitorial tribunal; and how carefully- 
cautious all ftates ought to be who are not curled with 
fuch an arbitrary court, to prevent it's introduction. In 
fpeaking of this fubject, an elegant author, pathetically 
fays, " How horrid afcene of perfidy, and inhumanity? 
What kind of community mult that be. whence, grati- 
tude, love, and mutual forbearance with regard to hu- 
man frailties are banifhed ! What muft tjiat tribunal 
be, which obliges parents not only to erafe from their 
minds the remembrance of their own children, <o.ex- 
tinguifh all thofe keen fenfations of tendernefs and af- 
fection wherewith nature infpires them, but even to ex- 
tend their inhumanity fo far as to force them, to com- 
mence their accufers, and confequently to become the 
caufe of the cruelties inflicted upon them ! What ideas 
ought we to form to ourfelves of a tribunal, which 
obliges children not only to ftifle every foft impulfe o£ 
gratitude, love, and refpefct, due to thofe, who gave them 
birth, but even forces them, and that under the moft 
rigorous penalties, to be fpies over their, parents, and 
to difcover to a fet of mercilefs inquifitors, the crimes, 
the errors, and even the little lapfes to which they are 
expofed by human frailty. In a word, a tribunal 
. which will not permit relations, when imprifoned in 
it's horrid dungeons, to give each other the fucqours, 
or perform the duties which religion enjoins, muft $e. 
of an infernal ftamp. What diforder and confufion 
muft fuch conduct give rife to, in a tenderly affectionate 
family ? 
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family? An expreflion innocent in itfelf, and perhaps, 
but too true, fhall, from an indifcreet zeal, or a panic 
of fear, give infinite uneafinefs to a family; {hall ruin 
it's peace entirely, and perhaps caufe one or more of 
it's members to be the unhappy victims of the moll 

'barbarous of all tribunals. What diftractions muft ne- 
ceffarily break forth in a houfe where the hufband and 
■wife are at variance, or the children loofe and wicked ! 

"Will fuch children fcruple to facrifice a father, who en- 
deavours to reftrain them by his exhortations, by reproofs, 
or paternal corrections? Will not they rather, after 
plundering his houfe to fupport their extravagance and 
riot, readily deliver up their unhappy ^parent to all the 
horrors of a tribunal, founded on the blackeft injuftice? 
A riotous hufband, or a loofe wife, have an eafy op- 
portunity, aflifted by means of the perfecution in quef- 
tion, to rid themfelves of one who js a check to their 
vices, by delivering him, or her, up to the rigours of 
the inquifition." 

As foon as the inquifitors have taken umbrage againft 
an innocent perfon, all expedients are ufed to facili- 
tate condemnation j falfe oaths and teflimonies, founded 

• on perjury, are directed by the virulence of prejudice 
to find the accufed guilty; and all laws, divine and 
human, all inftitutions, moral and political, are facri- 
flced to bigoted revenge. 

If a perfon accufed be taken and imprifoned, his 
treatment is deplorable indeed. The gaolers firft begin 
by fearching him for books or papers which might tend 
. tc> his conviction, or for inftruments which might be em- 
ployed in felf-murder, or breaking from the place of 
confinement. But it is to be obferved, that the obvious 
articles of the fearch are not the only things taken from 
a prifoner; for the -confeicntious gaolers make free 
■with money, rings, buckles, apparel, &c. under various 
pretences, fuch as, that money or rings may be fwal- 
lowed, to the great detriment of the prifoner's heahh, 
the prongs of buckles may be ufed to take away life, 
by means of a neckcloth or a pair of garters a prifoner 
may hang himfelf, &c. &c. Thus he is robbed under 
the plaufible pretext of humanity, and ufed ill through 
pretended affection. 

When the prifoner has been fearched under the name 
of care, and robbed beneath the mafk of juftice, he is 
committed to prifon by way of fecurity. " Here, fays 
an authentic writer, he is conveyed to a dungeon, the 
fight of which mud fill him with horror, torn from his 
family and friends, who are not allowed accefs, or even 
to fend him one confolatory letter, or take the lead 
ftep in his favour in order to prove his innocence. He 
fees himfelf inftantly abandoned to his inflexible judges, 
to melancholy and defpair, and even often to his moft 
inveterate enemies, quite uncertain of his fate. Inno- 
cence on fuch an occafion is a weak reed, nothing be- 
ing eafier than to ruin an innocent perfon." 

The ufuai portion of a prifoner is death, the mildeft 
fentence being imprifonment for life; yet the inquifi- 
tors proceed by degrees, at once fubtle, flow, and cruel. 
The gaoler firft of all infinuates himfelf into the pri- 
foner's favour, by pretending to wifh him well', and ad- 
vife him well, and among other hints, falfely kind, tells 
him to petition for an audit. - 

Now this is the worfl thing a prifoner can do, for the 
mere petition is deemed a fuppofition of,guih, and he is 
perfuaded to it only with a view toentraphim. When 
he is brought before the confiftory, the firft demand is, 
What is your requeft ? 

To this the prifoner very naturally angers that he 
would have a hearing. 1 

Hereupon one of the inquifitors replies, your hear- 
ing is this — confefs the truth-^-conceal nothing, and 
rely oh our mercy. 

Then if the prifoner makes a confeffion of any trifling 
affair, they immediately found an indictment onit : if he 
is mute, they fhiit him up without light, or any food 
but a fc'anty allowance of bread and water till he over- 
comes his obftinacy as they call it; and if he declares 

• he is innocent, they torment him, till he either dies. 
1 with the torment, or confeffes himfelf guilty. 

On the reexaminations of fuch, as confefs, they con- 
'• ttnuaHy fay, " You have not been fincere, you tell not 



all — you keep many things concealed, and therefore 
muft be remanded-to your dungeon.'' When thofe who 
flood mute are called for re-examination, if they conti- 
nue filent, fuch tortures are ordered as will either make 
them fpeak, or kill them; and when thofe who proclaim 
their innocence are re-examined, a crucifix is held be- 
fore them, and they are folemnly exhorted to take an 
oath of their confeffion of faith. This brings them to 
the left, they muft either fwear they are Roman-Catho- 
lics, or acknowledge they are not. If they acknow- 
ledge they are not Roman-Catholics, they are proceeded 
againft as heretics. If they acknowledge'they are Ro- 
man-Catholics, a ftring of accul'ations is brought againft 
'them, to which they, are obliged to anfwer extempore, 
no time being given even to put their anf'wers into pro- 
per method. 

When they have verbally anfwered, pen, ink, and 
paper are given them, in order to produce a written 
anfwer, which it is required fhall in every degree coin- 
cide with the verbal anfwer. If the verbal and the 
written anfwer differ, the prifoncrs are charged with 
prevarication; if one conroins more than the other, with 
wifhing to conceal certain circumftances; if they both 
agree, they are accufed with premeditated artifice. 

After the perfon impeached is condemned, he is ei- 
ther feverely whipped, violently tortured, fent to the 
gallies, or fentenced to death; and in either cafe the 
effects are confifcated. After judgment a proceffion 
is. performed to the place of execution, which cere- 
mony is called, an Auto de Fe, or Act of Faith. 

The following is an exact account of an Auto de Fe, 
performed at Madrid in the year 1682. 

The officers of the inquifition, preceded by trumpets, - 
kettle-drums, and their banner, marched on the 30th 
of May, in cavalcade, to the palace of the great fquare, 
where they declared by proclamation, that on the 
30th of June the fentence of the prifoners would be 
put in execution. 

Now there had not been a fpeQacle of this kind at 
Madrid for feveral years before, for which reafon it was 
expected by the inhabitants with as much impatience 
as a day of the greateft feltivity and triumph. 

When the day appointed arrived, a prodigious num- 
ber of people appeared drefled as fplendid as their re- 
fpective circumftances would admit. In the great 
fquare was railed a high fcaffold ; and thither, from 
feven in the morning till the evening, were brought 
criminals of both lexes ; all the inquifitions in the 
kingdom fending their prifoners to Madrid. 

Twenty men and women out of thef'e prifoners, with 
one renegado Mahometan, were ordered to be burned; 
fifty Jews and Jeweffes, having never before been im- 
prifoned, and repenting of their crimes, were fentenced 
to a long confinement, and to wear a yellow cap; and 
ten others, indicted for bigamy, witchcraft, and other 
crimes, were fentenced to be whipped, and then fent to 
the gallies : thefe laft wore large pafte-board caps, with 
inferiptions on them, having a halter about their necks, 
and torches in their hands. 

On this folemn occafion the whole court of Spain 
was prefent. The grand inquifitors chair was placed 
in a fort of tribunal far above that of the king. The 
nobles here acted the part of the fheriffs officers in 
England, leading fuch criminals as were to be burned, 
and holding them .when faft bound with thick cords: 
the reft of' the criminals' were conducted by the fami- 
liars of the inquifition. 

There was among thofe who were to fuffer, a young 
Jewefs of exquifite beauty, and but feventeen years of 
age. Being on the fame fide of the fcaffold where the 
queen was feated, fhe addrefled her, in hopes of obtain- 
ing a pardon, in the following pathetic fpeech : " Great 
" queen! will not your royal prefence be of forme fer- 

vice to me in my miferable condition ? Have regard 
" to my youth ; and, oh! confider that I am about to 
" die, for profeffing a religion- imbibed from my earl i eft 
" infancy r" Her majefty feemed greatly to. pity her 
diftrefs, but turned away her eyes, as fhe did not da*e 
to fpeak a word in behalf of a perfon who had been de- 
clared an heretic by the inquifition. 

Mafs now began, in the raidft of which the prieft 
came 
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fame from the altar, placed near the fcaffold, and feated 
himfelf in a chair prepared for that purpofe. 

Then the chief inquifitor defcended from the amphi- 
theatre, dreffed in his. cope, and having a mitre on his 
head. After bowing to the altar, he advanced towards 
the king's balcony, and went up to it, attended by fome 
of his officers, carrying a crofs and the gofpels, with a 
book containing the oath by which the kings of Spain 
oblige themfelves to protect the catholic faith, to extir- 
pate heretics, and fupport, with all their power, the 
profecutions and decrees of the inquifition. 

On the approach of the inquifitor, and his prefenting 
this book to the king, his majefty rofe up, bare-headed, 
and fwore to maintain the oath, which was read to him by 
one of his counfellors : after which the king continued 
ftanding till the inquifitor was returned to his place j 
when the fecretary of the holy office mounted a fort of 
pulpit, and adminiftered a like oath to the counfellors 
and the whole affembly. The mafs was begun about 
twelve at noon, and did not end till nine in the evening, 
being protracted by a proclamation of the fentences of 
the feveral criminals, which were all feparately rehea'rfed 
aloud one after the other. 

Next followed the burning of the twenty-one. men 
and women, whofe intrepidity in fuffering that horrid 
death was truly aftonifhing : fome thruft their hands 
andfeet into the flames with the moft dauntlefs fortitude ; 
and all of them yielded to their fate with fuch 
lefolution, that many of the amazed fpectators lament- 
ed that fuch heroic fouls had not been more enlight- 

The near fituation of the king to the criminals render- 
ed their dying groans very audible to him ; he could not, 
however, be abfent from this dreadful fcene, as it is 
efteemed a religious one ,- and his coronation oath 
obliges him to give a fanclion by his prefence to all the 
zEts of the tribunal. 

Another Auto de Fe is thus defcribed by the reve-" 
rend Doctor Gedde: 

" At the place of execution there are fo many (lakes fet 
as there are prifoners to be burned, a large quantity 
of dry furze being fet about them. The flakes of the 
Proteftants, or, as the inquifitors call them, the pro- 
feffed, are about four yards high, and have each a fmall 
board, whereon the prifoner is feated within half a 
yard of the top. The profefTed then go up a ladder 
betwixt two priefts, who attend them. the whole day 
of execution. When they come even with the fore- 
mentioned board, they turn about to the people, and 
the prieft fpends near a quarter of an hour in exhorting 
them to be reconciled to the fee of Rome. On their 
refufing, the priefts come down, and the execuiioner 
afcending, turns the profeffed from off the ladder upon 
the feat, chains their bodies clofe to the flakes, and 
leaves them. 

" Then the priefts go up a fecond time to renew their 
exhortations, and if they find them ineffectual, ufually 
tell them at parting, " That they leave them to the 
Devil, -who is (landing at their elbow ready to receive 
their fouls, and carry them with him into the flames of 
hell fire, as foon as they are out of their bodies." 

" A general fhout is then raifed, and when the priefts 
get off the ladder, the univerfal cry is, " Let the dogs' 
beards be made" (which implies, finge their beards) ; 
this is accordingly performed by meansof flaming furzes 
thruft againft their faces with long poles. 

" This barbarity is repeated till their faces are 
burnt, and is accompanied with loud acclamations. 
Fire is then fet to the furzes, and the criminals are 

Innumerable are the martyrs who have borne thefe 
rigours with the-moft exemplary fortitude: and we hope 
that every Proteftant, whofe fate may expofe him to (he 
mcrcilefs tyranny of Papifls, will aft confident with the 
duty of a Chriflian, when they confider the great rewards 
that await them. 

Thefe remarks may be applied to inquifitions in ge- 
neral, as well as to that of Spain in particular. The in- 
quifition belonging to Portugal is exactly upon a fimilar 
plan to that of Spain, having been inftituted much about 
74- 



the fame time, and put under the fame regulations, and 
the proceedings nearly refemble each other ; we fhall 
therefore introduce an account of it in this place. The 
honfe, or rather palace, of the inquifition, is a noble edi- 
fice. Itcontainsfour courts, each about forty feetfquare, 
round which are about three hundred dungeons, or cells. 

Thefe dungeons on the ground floor are allotted to 
the loweft clafs of prifoners, and thofe on the fecond 
ftory to perfons of fuperior rank. The galleries are 
built of freeftone, and hid from view both within and 
without by a double wall of about fifty feet high, 
which greatly increafes the gloom, and darkens them 
exceedingly. 

So extenfive is the whole prifon, which contains fo 
many turnings and windings, that none but thofe well 
acquainted with it can find the way through it's various 
avenues. The apartments of the chief inquifitor are 
fpacious, and elegant ; the entrance is through a large 
gate, which leads info a court-yard, round which are 
feveral chambers, and fome large faloons for the king, 
royal family, and the reft of the court to fland and ob- 
ferve the executions during an Auto de Fe. 

RefpeEling the dungeons where the prifoners are 
confined, they are not only gloomy in themfelves, but 
as miferably furnifhed as can be imagined; the only 
accommodations being a frame of wood by way of bed- 
ftead, and a ftraw bed, mattrefs, blankets, ftieets, an 
urinal, wafh-hand bafon, two pitchers, one for clean, 
the other for foul water, a lamp, and a plate. 

A teftoon, which is feven-pence halfpenny Englifli 
money, is allowed every prifoner daily; and the princi- 
pal gaoler, accompanied by two other officers, monthly 
vifits every prifoner, to inquire how he woul.d have his 
allowance laid out. This vifit, however, is only a 
matter of form, for the gaoler, ufually lays out the 
money as he pleafes, and commonly allows the prifoner 
daily, viz. a porringer of broth, half a pound of beef, 
a fmall piece of bread, and a trifling portion of 
cheefe. 

All thefe articles are charged to the prifoner at the 
rate of feventeen tefloons in the month j four are allow- 
ed for brandy, or wine ; two for fruit, making in the 
whole twenty-three ; and the reft of the money, to make 
.up the number of tefloons for the month, are fcanda- 
loufly funk in the articles of- fugar and foap. 

Many, who find their allowance too little, petition 
the lords inquifitors for a greater portion, when the peti- 
tion is frequently granted ; and in this particular the 
only mark of humanity hath been cafually (hewn ; "in 
all other circumftances they are inhuman, cruel, and 
fevere. They not only exclude the prifoners from 
every intercourfe with their relations or friends, make 
them fuffer every inclemency of a gaol, pr torture them 
in confinement, but even prohibit them from making the 
leaft noife by fpeaking loud, finging pfalms or hymns, 
exclaiming, or even uttering the figbs which affliction 
naturally heaves from the breaft. 

Centinals walk about continually to liften ; if the 
leaft noife is heard, they call to, and threaten the pri- 
foner; if the noife is repeated, a fevere beating enfues, 
as a punilhment to what is deemed the offending party, 
and to intimidate others. As an inftance of this take 
the following fact : a prifoner having a violent, cough, 
one of the guards came and ordered him not to make a 
noife ; to which be replied, that from the violence o£ 
his cold, it was not in his power to forbear. The cough 
increafing, the guard went into the cell, ftripped the 
poor creature naked, and beat him fo unmercifully, 
that he foon after died of the blows. 

In this inquifition, as in that of Spain, if the pri- 
foners plead their innocence, they"are condemned as 
obdurate, and their effects embezzled ; if they plead 
guilty, they are fentenced on their own confeffion, and 
their effects confifcated of courfe ; and if they are fuf- 
fered to efcape with their lives (which is but feldom 
the cafe) as penitent criminals who have' voluntarily 
accufed themfelves, they dare not reclaim their effects, 
as that would bring on them an accufation of being hy- 
pocritical and relaxed penitents, when a molt cruel death, 
would be the certain confequence. 

10 F Sometimes)* 



886 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



Sometimes a prifoner paffes months without knowing 
of what he is accufed, or having the lead idea of when 
he is to be tried. The gaoler at length informs him, 
that he muft petition for a trial. This ceremony being 
gone through; he is taken bare-headed for examination. 
When they" come to the door of the tribunal, the gaoler 
knocks three times, to give the judges notice of their 
approach. A bell is rung by one of the judges, when 
an attendant opens the door, admits the prilbncr, and 
accommodates him with a ftool. 

Then the prifoner is ordered by the prefident to 
kneel down, and lay his right hand upon a book, which 
is prefented to him clofe fhut. This being complied 
•with, the following queftion is put to him : Will you 
promife to conceal the fecrets of the holy office, and to 
fpeak the truth ? 

Should he anfwer in the negative, he is remanded to 
his cell, and cruelly treated. If he anfwers in the affir- 
mative, he is ordered to be again feated, and the exa- 
mination proceeds; when the prefident afks a variety 
of queftions, and the clerk minutes both them and the 
anfwers. 

When the examination is clofed, the bell is again 
rung, the gaoler appears, andthe prifoner is ordered to 
withdraw, with this exhortation ; Tax your memory, 
recollect all the fins you have ever committed, and 
•when you are again brought here, communicate them 
to the holy office. 

Now the gaolers and attendants, when apprized that the 
prifoner hath made an ingenuous confeffion, and readily 
anfwered every queftion, make him a low bow, and 
treat him with an affefted kindnefs, as a reward for his 
candour. 

He is brought in a few days to a fecond examination, 
with the fame formalities as before. It is then demand- 
ed of him, If he has taken a lerious review of his pad 
life, and will divulge it's various fecrets, and the crimes 
and follies into which he has run at different times. If 
he refufes to confefs any thing, m:iny enfnaring quef- 
tions are put to him, and the arts of cafuiftry are ex- 
haufted to draw fomc fecret from him. But if he 
accufes himfelf of any crimes or follies, they are written 
down by the fecretary, and a procefs extracted from 
them. The inquifitors often over-reach prifoners, by 
promifing the greateft lenity, and even to reftore their 
liberty, if they will accufe themfelves. The unhappy 
perfons, who are in their power, frequently fall into this 
ihare, and are facrificed to their own fimplicitv, and ill- 
placed confidence. Inftances have been known of 
fome, who relying on the faith of the judges, and be- 
lieving their fallaciouspromifes, haveaccufed themfelves 
of what they were totally innocent, in expectation of 
obtaining their liberty fpeedily 5 and thus, being duped 
hy the inquifitors, they became martyrs to their own folly, 
and fuffered death for fictitious tranfgreffions. 

There is another artifice ufed by the inquifitors ; 
if a prifoner has too much refolution to accufe 
himfelf, and too much fenfe to be enfnared by their 
fophiftry, they proceed thus : a copy of an indictment 
againft the prifoner is given him, in which, among many 
trivial accufations, he is charged with the molt enor- 
mous crimes, of which human nature is capable. This, 
of courfe, rouzes his temper, and he exclaims againft 
fuch falfities. He is then afked which of the crimes he 
can deny ? He naturally fingles out the moft atrocious, 
and begins to exprefs his abhorrence of them, when 
the indictment being fnatched out of his hand, the pre- 
fident fays, " By your denying only thofe crimes which 
you mention, you implicitly confefs the reft, and we fhall 
therefore proceed accordingly." 

Thefe wretches make a ridiculous affectation of 
equity, by pretending that the prifoner may be indulged 
with a counfellor, if he chufes to demand one. Such a 
requeft is fometimes made, and a counfellor appointed ; 
but upon thefe occafions, as the trial itfelf is a mockery 
ofjuftice, fo the counfellor is a mere cypher: for he 
is not permitted to fay any thing that might offend the 
inquifitor, or to advance a fyllable that might benefit 
the prifoner. Amazing profligacy, to turn that to a farce, 
which ought to be reverenced as a fupcrior virtue. 



It may be feen frOm what hath been Paid, that a pri- 
foner to'the inquifitors is reduced to the fad neceffity of 
defending himfelf againft accufers he does not know, 
and of anfwering to the evidence of wilm ffes he mult 
not fee.' The only perfou he is permitted tohave afight 
of upon his trial, exclufive of the judges and (ecretarv, 
is the fifcal, who afcts officially as the oltenfible accufe'r; 
from the collected information of others. A defire of 
being informed of the real accufer's name, or to fee the 
actual witneH'es, avail nothing, thofe things he is told are 
always kept fecret. Thus is he continued in fufpence 
relpectmg his fate, and frequently interrogated, perhaps, 
for year* together, before his trial is- finally concluded^ 
When that fatal time comes, if he is condemned to die> 
death is deferred for a conliderable time. To put him 
out of his mifery immediately would be too great a fa- 
vour, and prevent the inquifitors from indulging their 
fanguinary difpofuions with other fufferings which they 
intend to inflict. They begin by putting him to the 
torture, under the pretence of making the poor wretch 
difcover his accomplices. For this purpofe the tortures 
'are various, and the torments inflicted excruciating to 
the lalt degree. Well might a late writer, in fpeak- 
ing of thefe ciuelties, exclaim, " O, that I was able 
to give fome faint idea of that variety of tortures which 
the miferahle victims are here forced to iuffer ; but no 
language can reprefent fuch a complicated fcencof hor* 
rors. It is utterly impoffible for any words to defcribe 
which of them is the molt cruel and inhuman. Every 
one is fo exquiftte in it's kind as to fuipafs all imagina- 
tion. What detellable monfters then muft thofe judges 
be, who are the inventors, and perpetrators of fuch mi- 
fery ? They are (haped, it is true, like o:her men, but 
furely they feem to have adifferent kind of fouls. They 
appear as 'little affected with the groans and agonies of 
their fellow-creatures, as the cords, chains, racksj 
and tortures, which are applied to their writhing limbs. 
The hearts of thefe ecclefiaftical butchers are grown 
callous, and, like thofe of common butchers are fo 
inured to the {bedding of blood, and horrid fight of 
mangled carcaffes, as to have loft all the impreffions of 
fenfibility, and every touch and feeling of humanity. 
Perpetual fcenes of horror and dtftrefs become fo fami- 
liar to their minds, that what would rend the very hearr- 
firings of fome men, make no more impreffionon their's 
than on a rock of adamant. Indeed, without fuch a 
fiend-like temper, it would be impoffible for any man 
to act the part of an inquifitor." 

Though the inquifitors allow the torture to be ufed 
only three times, yet at thofe three it is fo feverely in- 
flicted, that the prifoner either dies under it, or con- 
tinues always after a cripple, and differs the fevereft 
pains upon every change of weather. We fliall give 
an ample defcription of the I'evere torments occafion- 
ed by the torture, from the account of one who fuffered 
it the three refpefctive times, but happily furvived the 
cruelties he underwent. 

The Jirjl Time of Torturing. 

A prifoner on refufing to comply with the iniquitous 
demands of the inquifitors, by confeffing all the crimes 
they thought proper to charge him with, was immedi- 
ately conveyed to the torture room, where no light ap- 
peared but what two candles gave. That the cries of 
the fufferers might not be heard by the other prifoners, 
this room is lined with a kind of quilting, which covers 
all the crevices and deadens the found. 

Very great was the prisoner's horror on entering this 
infernal place, when fuddenly he was furrounded by fix 
wretches, who, after preparing the tortures, (tripped 
him naked to his drawers. He was then laid upon his 
back on a kind of ftand, elevated a few feet from the 

The .operation they began by putting an iron collar 
round his neck, and a ring to each foot, which fattened 
him to the ftand. Tlislimbs being thusftretched out, they 
wound two ropes round each arm, and two round each 
thigh; which ropes beingpaffed under the fcaffpld, through 
holes made for that purpofe, were all drawn tight at the 
fame inltantof time, by four of the men on a given fignal. 
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We may naturally conceive that the pains Which im- 
mediately fucceeded were intolerable j the ropes which 
were of a fmall fize, cut through the prifoner's flefh to 
the bone, making the blood gufh out at eight different 
places thus bound at a time. As the prifoner perfifted 
in not making any confeffion of what the inquifitors re- 
. quired,- the ropes were drawn in this manner four 
times fucccffively. 

Let it be obferved, that aphyfician and furgeon at- 
tended, and often felt his temples, in order to judge of 
the danger he might be in ; by which means his tortures 
were for a fmall (pace fufpended, that he might have 
fufficient opportunity of recovering his fpirits, to fuftain 
each enfuing torture. 

During this extremity of anguifh, while the tender 
frame is tearing, as it were, in pieces, while at every 
pore it feels the fharpeft pangs of death, and the ago- 
nizing foul is jult ready to burft forth, and quit it's 
wretched manfion, the minifters of the inquifition have 
the obduracy of heart to look on without emotion, and 
calmly toadvife the poor diftracted creature, to confefs 
his imputed guilt, in doing which they tell him he may 
obtain a free pardon, and receive abfolution. All this 
however, was ineffectual with the prifoner, whofe mind 
•was ftrengthened by a fweet confcioufnefs of innocence, 
and the divine confolation of religion. 

While he was thus fuffering, the phyficiari and fur- 
geon were fo barbaroufly unjuft as to declare, that if he 
died under the torture, he would bc.guilty, by his obfti- 
nacy, of felf-murder. In fhort, at the lafl time of the 
ropes being drawn tight he grew fo exceedingly weak, 
by the circulation of his blood being flopped, and the 
pains he endured, that he fainted away ; upon which he 
was unloofed, and carried back to his dungeon. 
The fecond Time of Torturing. 
Thefe inhuman wretches of the inquifition, finding 
that all the torture inflicted, as above defcribed, inflead 
of extorting a difcovery from the prifoner, only ferved 
the more fervently to excite his fupplications to heaven 
for patience and power to perfevere in truth and inte- 
grity, were fo inhuman, fix weeks after, as to expofe him 
to another kind of torture, more fevere if poflible, than 
the former ; the manner of inflifting which was as fol- 
lows : they forced his arms backwards, fo that the palms 
of his hands were turned outward behind him ; when, 
by means of a rope that fattened them together at the 
wrifts, and which was turned by an engine, they drew 
them by degrees, nearer each other, in fuch a manner 
that the back of each hand touched, and ftood exadly 
parallel to the other. In confequence of this violent 
contortion, both his fhoulders became diflocated, and a 
confiderable quantity of blood iffued from his mouth. 
This torture was repeated thrice; after which he was again 
taken to the dungeon, andput into the hands of the phy- 
fician and furgeon, who, in fetting the diflocated bones, 
put him to the molt exquifite torment. 

The third Time of Torturing. 
About two months after the fecond torture, the pri- 
foner, being a little recovered, was again ordered to the 
torture room; and there, for the lad time, made to un- 
dergo another kind of punifhmcnt, which was inflicted 
twice without any intermiflion. The executioners fatt- 
ened a thick iron chain twice round his body, which 
crofting upon his ftomacb, terminated at the wrifts. 
They then placed him with his back againfl a thick 
board, at each .extremity whereof was a pulley, through 
which there run a rope that catched the ends of the 
chain at his wrifts. . 

Then the executioner ftretching the end of this rope, 
by means of a roller placed at a diftance behind him, 
preffed or bruifed his ftomach in proportion as the ends 
of the chain were drawn tighter. They tortured him in 
this manner to fuch a degree, that his wrifts, as well as 
his fhoulders, were quite diflocated. They were, how- 
ever, foon fet by the furgeons ; but the barbarians, not 
vet fatisfied with this feries of cruelty, made him imme- 
diately undergo the like torture a fecond time ; which 
he fultained (though if poflible attended with keener 
pains) with equal conftancy and refolution. 
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This done, he was again remanded to his dungeon, 
attended by the furgeon to drefs his bruifes and .idjult 
the parts diflocated ; and here he continued till their 
Auto de Fe, or gaol delivery, when he was happily 
difcharged. 

It may eafily be judged from the before-mentioned re- 
lation, what dreadful agony the fufferer mutt have la- 
boured under, at being fo frequently put to the torture. 
Moft of his limbs were disjointed ; and fo much was he 
bruifed and exhaulted, as to be unable, for fome weeks, 
to lift his hand to his mouth ; and his body became 
greatly fwelled from thcinflammation caufed by fuch fre- 
quent diflocations. After his difcharge he felt the effects 
of this cruelty for the remainder of his life, being fre- 
quently feized with thrilling and excruciating pains, to 
which he had never been fubjea, till afier he had the 
misfortune to fall under the mercilefs and bloody lords 
of the inquifition. 

The Unhappy femaleswhofall into the hands of the in- 
quifitors, have not the leaft favour fhewn them on ac- 
count of the fofmefs of their fex, but are tortured with 
as much feverity as the male prifoners, with the additi- 
onal mortification of having the moft fhocking indecen- 
cies added to the moft favage barbarities. 

Should the above-mentioned modesof torturing forte 
a confeffion from the prifoner, he is remanded to his 
horrid dungeon, and left a prey to the melancholy of 
his fituation, to the anguifh arifing from what he has dif- 
fered, and to the dreadful ideas of future barbarities. 
Should he refufe to confefs, he is, in the fame manner, 
remanded to his dungeon, but a ftratagem is ufed to 
draw from him what the torture fails to do. A com- 
panion is allowed to attend him, under the pretence of 
waiting upon, and comforting his mind till his wounds 
are healed : this perfon, who is always fclected for his 
cunning, infinuates himfelf into the good graces of the 
prifoner, laments the anguifh he feels, fympathizes with 
him, arid, taking an advantage of the hatty expreffions 
forced from him by pain, does all he can to dive into 

This companion fometimes pretends to be a prifoner 
like himfelf, and imprifoned for fimilar charges. This 
is to draw the unhappy perfon into a mutual confidence, 
and perfuadehim in unbofoming his grief, to betray his 
private fentiments. 

Frequently thefe fnares fucceed, as they are the more 
alluring by being gloffed over with the appearance of 
friendfhip," fympathy, pity, and every tender paflion. 
In fine, if the prifoner cannot be found guilty, he is 
either tortured, or harafTed to death, though a few 
have fometimes had the good fortune to be difcharged^ 
but not without having, firft of all, Differed the moft 
dreadful cruelties. If he is found guilty, all his effects 
are confifcated, and he is condemned to be whipped, 
imprifoned for life, fent to the gallies, or put to 
death. Thefe fentences are put in execution at an 
AutodeFe, or gaol delivery, which is not held annual- 
ly, or at any Mated periods, but fometimes once in two, 
three, or even four years. 

Having now mentioned the barbarities with which 
the perfons of prifoners are treated by the inquifitors, 
we fhall proceed to recount the feverity of their pro- 
ceedings againft publications. 

When a book is publifhed, it is carefully read by 
fome of the familiars belonging to the inquifition. 
Thefe wretched critics are too ignorant to have tafte, 
too bigoted to fearch for truth, and too malicious to 
relifh beauties. They fcrutinize, not for the merits, 
but for the defeBs of another, and purfue the flips of his 
pen with unremitting diligence. Hence they read with 
prejudice, judge with partiality, purfue errors with 
avidity, and ftrain that which is innocent, into an offen- 

They mifapply, mifunderftand, confound, and per- 
vert the fenfe ; and when they have gratified the ma- 
lignity of their difpofition, charge their.blunders upon 
the author, that a profecution may be founded upon 
their falfe conceptions, and defigned mifintcrpre- 
tations. 

Any trivial charge caufes the cenfure of a book ; 

but 
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but it is to be obferved, that the cenfure is of a three- 
fold nature, viz. 

l. When the book is wholly condemned. 

a. When the book is partly condemned, that is, 
when certain paiTages are pointed out as exceptionable, 
and ordered to be expunged. 

3. When the book is deemed incorrect. ; the mean- 
ing of which is, that a few words or exprcffions dif- 
pleafe the inquifitors. Thefe, therefore, are ordered 
to be altered, and fuch alterations go under the name 
of corrections. 

It is evident, from what has been faid that the inqui- 
fitors check the progrcfs of learning, impede the increafe 
of arts, nip genius in the bud, dellroy the national 
tafte, and continue the cloud of ignorance over the 
minds of the people. 

There is a catalogue of condemned books annually 
publifhed under the three different heads of cenfures, 
already mentioned, and being printed on a very large 
fheet of paper, is hung up in the moft public and con- 
fpicuous places. After which, people are obliged to 
deftroy all fuch books as come under the firft cenfure, 
and to keep none belonging to the other two cenfures, 
unlefs the exceptionable paffages have been expunged, 
and the corre&ions made, as in either cafe dil'obedience 
would be of the moll fatal confequence : for the pof- 
feffing or reading the profcribed books are deemed very 
atrocious crimes.^ 

Every publifher of fuch books is ufually ruined in 
his circumftances, and fometimes obliged to pafs the re- 
. mainder of his life in the inquifuion. 



Jnftances of the Barbarities exercifed by the Inquisitions 
of Spain and Portugal, on -various Perfons, upon 
fevcral Occajians, and at different Times, from the 
mpft genuine Hijiorians and the mojl authenticated 
Records: 

I. fpRANCIS ROMANES, a native of Spain, being 

IS of a mercantile turn of mind, was employed by 
the merchants of Antwerp, to tranfact fome bufinefs 
for them at Breme. He had been educated in the Ro- 
mifll perfuafion, but going one day into a Proteftant 
church, he was (truck with the truths which he heard, 
and beginning to perceive the errors of Popery, he de- 
termined to fearch further into the matter. 

Perufing the facred fcriptures attentively, and read- 
ing the writings of fome Proteftant divines, he plainly 
perceived how erroneous the principles were he had for- 
merly embraced ; and renounced the impositions of 
Popery for the doctrines of the reformed church, in 
■which religion appeared in all it's genuine purity. 

Revolving to give over- worldly thoughts, and think 
of his eternal falvation, he ftudied religious truths more 
than trade, and purchafed books rather than merchan- 
dize, convinced that the riches of the body are trifling 
to thofe of the foul. 

. Now he refigned his agency to the merchants of Ant- 
werp, giving them an account at the fame time of his 
conversion 5 and then refolving, if poflible, to convert 
his parents, he went to Spain for that purpofe. But 
the Antwerp merchants writing to the inquifitors, he 
■was feized upon, imprifoned for fome time, and then 
condemned to be burnt as an heretic. • 

Romanes was led to the place of execution in a gar- 
ment painted over with devils, and had a paper mitre 
put upon his head, by way of derifion. As he palfed by 
a wooden crofs, one of the.pfiefts bade him kneel to it ; 
but he abfolutely refufed fo to do, faying, It is not for 
Chriftians to worfhip wood. 

Having been placed upon a pile of wood, the fire 
quickly reached him, whereupon he lifted up his head 
fuddenly ; ( ,th~e..priefts thinking he meant tot recant, or- 
dered him to be taken down. Finding, however, that 
they were miftaken, and that he {till retained his eon- 
ftancy, he was placed again upon the pile, where, as 
long as he had life and voice remaining, he kept repeat- 1 
ing the feventh pfalm. 



II. .At St. Lucar in Spain refided a carver named 
Rochus, whofe principal bufinefs was to make images 
of faints and other popifti idols. Becoming, however, 
convinced of the errors of the Romifh perfuafion, he 
embraced the Proteftant faith, left ofF carving images, 
and for fubfiftence followed the bufinefs of a feal engra- 
ver only. He had, however, retained one image of the 
Virgin Mary for a fign ; when an inquifitor pairing by, 
afked if he would fell it ; Rochus mentioned a. price ; 
the inquifitor objected to it, and offered half the mony : 
Rochus replied, I would rather break it to pieces than 
take fuch a trifle. " Break it to pieces ! faid the inqui- 
fitor, break it to pieces if you dare !" 

At this exprefiion Rochus, being provoked, immedi- 
ately fnatched up a chiflel, and cut off the nofe of the 
image. This was fufficient, the inquifitor went away in 
a rage, and foon after fent to have him apprehended. 
In vain did he plead that what he defaced was his own 
property, and that if it was not proper to do as be 
would with his own goods, it was not proper for the in- 
quifitor to bargain for the image in the way of trade. 
Nothing, however, availed him ; his fate was decided : 
he was condemned to be burnt, and the fentence was 
executed accordingly. 

III. One Doaor Cacalla, his brother Francis, and 
his fifter Blanch, were burnt at Valladolid, for having 
fpoken againft the inquifitors. 

IV. A gentlewoman with her two daughters and her 
niece, were apprehended at Seville on account of their 
profeffing the Proteftant religion. They were all put 
to the torture : and when that was over, one of the in- 
quifitors fent for the youngeft daughter, pretended, 
to Sympathize with her, and pity her fufferings ; 
then binding himfelf with a folemn bath not to betray 
her, he faid, " If you will difclofe all to me, I promife 
you I will procure the difcharge of your mother, filter, 
coufin, and yourfelf." 

Now made confident by his oath, and intrapped by 
promifes, flie revealed the whole of the tenets they 
profefled j when the perjured wretch, inftead of acting 
as he had fworn, immediately ordered her to be put to 
the rack, faying, " Now you have revealed fo much, I 
will make you reveal more." Refufing, 'however, to fay 
any thing further, they were afl ordered to be burnt, 
which fentence was executed at the next Auto de Fe. 

V. The keeper of the caftle of Triano, belonging 
to the inquifitors of Seville, happened to be of a difpo- 
fition more mild and humane than is ufual with perfons 
in his Situation. He gave all the indulgence he could to 
the prifoners, and fhewed them every favour in his 
power with as much fecrecy as poflible. At length, 
however, the inquifitors became acquainted with his 
kindnefs, and determined to punifh him feverely for it, 
that other gaolers might be deterred from fhewing the 
leaft traces of that companion which ought to glow in 
the breaft of every human being. With this view they 
fuperfeded, threw him into a difmal dungeon, and 
ufed him with fuch dreadful barbarity that lie loft his 
fenfes. 

However, his deplorable fituation, procured him no 
favour ; for frantic as he was, they brought him from 
prifon at an Auto de Fe to the ufual place of punifh - 
ment, with a fambenito (or garment worn by criminals) 
on, and a rope about his neck. His fentence was then 
read, and ran thus ; that he fhould be placed upon an 
afs, led through the city, receive two hundred Stripes, 
and then be condemned fix years to the gallies. 

This unhappy frantic wretch, juft as they were about 
to begin his punifhment, fuddenly fprung from the back 
of the afs, broke the cords that bound him, fnatched a 
fword from one of the guards, and dangeroufly wound- 
ed an officer of the inquifuion. Being overpowered 
by multitudes, he was. prevented from doing further 
mifchief, feized, bound more fecurely to the afs, and 
punifhed according to his fentence. But fo inexora- 
ble were the inquifitors, that for the rafh effects of his 
madhefs an additional four years was added to his Slavery 
in the gallies. 

VI. A maid fervant to another gaolerbelpnging to the; 
inquifuion was accufed of humanity, and detected ii>, 

bidding 
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bidding the prifoners keep up their fpirits. For thefe 
heinous crimes, as they were called, file was publicly 
whipped, banifhed her native place For ten years, and 
•what is worfe, had her forehead branded by means 
of red hot irons, with thefe words, " A favourer and 
aider of heretics." 

VII. One John Pontic, a Spaniard by birth, a gen- 
tleman by education, and Protellant by profeffion, 
•was, principally on account of his great eftate, appre- 
hended by the inquifitors, when the charges exhibited 
againfl: him were as follow : 

1. That he had faid he abhorred the idolatry of wor- 
fliipping the hoft. 

2. That he fhunned going to mafs. 

3. That he afferted the merits of Jefus Chrift alone 
Was a full juttification for a Chriftian. 

4. That he declared there was no purgatory; and 

5. That he affirmed the pope's abfolution not to be 
of any value. 

All his effe£ls, on thefe charges, were confifcated to 
the ufe of the inquifitors, and his body was burnt to 
afhes to gratify their revenge and indignation. 

VIII. Alfo John Gonfalvo, originally a pried, but 
who now embraced the reformed religion, was with his 
mother, brother, and two fillers, feized upon by the 
inquifitors. Being condemned, they were led to exe- 
cution, where they fung part of the 106th pfalm. 

They were ordered at the place of execution to fay 
the creed, which they immediately complied with, but 
coming to thefe words, " The holy Catholic church," 
they were commanded to add the monofyllables " of 
Rome," which abfolutely refufing, one of the inquifi- 
tors faid, " Put an end to their lives direftly ;" when the 
executioners obeyed, and ftrangled them that very in- 
ftant. 

IX. There were four Proteftant women who were 
Teized upon at Seville, tortured, and in procefs of 
time ordered for execution. On the way thither they 
began to fing pfalms; but the officers of the inquifition, 
thinking that the words of the pfalms reflefted on 
themfelves, put gags into all their mouths, to make them 
filent. They were- then burnt, and the houfes where 
they refided ordered to be demolifhed. 

X. . A Proteftant fchool-mafter of the name of Fer- 
dinando, was apprehended by order of the inquifition, 
for inftrufciing his pupils in the principles of Prote- 
ftantifm; and after being feverely tortured, committed 
to the flames. 

XI. There was a monk, who had abjured the errors 
of Popery, imprifoned at the fame time as the above 
Ferdinando; but through the fear of death, and to 
procure mercy, he faid he was willing to embrace his 
former communion. Ferdinando hearing of this, got 
an opportunity to fpeak to him, reproached him with 
his weaknefs, and threatened him with eternal perdi- 
tion. The monk, fenfible of his crime, returned to, 
promifed to continue in the Proteftant faith, and de- 
clared to the inquifitors that he folemnly renounced his 
intended recantation. Sentence of death was there- 
fore palTed upon him, and he was burned at the time 
that Ferdinando fuffered. 

XII. A Spanifh Roman-Catholic, named Juliano, 
on travelling into Germany, became a convert to the 
Proteftant religion : and having entertained no little 
zeal for the faith he had embraced, he undertook a 
very arduous talk, which was to convey from Germany 
into his own country, a great number of Bibles, con- 
cealed in calks, and packed up like R-henifh wine. 
This important commiffion he fucceeded in fo far as 
to diftribute the books. A pretended Proteftant, how- 
ever, who had purchafed one of the Bibles, betrayed 
him, and laid an account of the whole affair before the 
inquifition. No fooner was this difcovery made than 
Juliano was feized upon, and all poffible means being 

; ufed to find out the refpeftive purchafers of thefe Bibles, 
\ eight hundred perfons were apprehended upon the oc- 
;' cafion. They were all indifcriminately tortured, and 
I then moft of them were fentenced to various punifh- 
ments. Juliano was burnt, twenty were roafted upon 
fpits, feveral imprifoned for life, fome were publicly 
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whipped, many fent to the gallies, and very few indeed 
releafed. 

XIII. A Proteftant taylor of Spain, named John 
Leon, travelled to Germany, and from thence to Ge- 
neva, where hearing that a great number of Englifh 
Proteftants were returning to their native country, he, 
and fome more Spaniards, determined to go with them. 
The Spanilh inquifitors being apprized of their inten- 
tions, fent a number of familiars fo expeditioufly in 
purfuit of them, that they overtook them at a fea-port 
in Zealand, one of the United-Provinces (which was 
then under the jurifdiaion of Spain) juft before they 
had embarked. Having thus fucceeded in their commif- 
fion, the poor prifoners were heavily fettered, hand- 
cuffed, gagged, and had their heads and necks co- 
vered with a kind of iron net work. In this miTei-able 
condition they were conveyed to Spain, thrown into a 
difmal dungeon, almoft famifhed with hunger, barba- 
roufly tortured, and then burnt in a cruel manner. 

XIV. A young lady having been put into a convent, 
abfolutely refufed to take the veil, or turn nun. On 
leaving the cloifter fhe embraced the Proteftant faith, 
which being known to the inquifitors, fhe was appre- 
hended, and every method ufed to draw her back again 
to Popery. This paving ineffeclual, her inexorable 
judges condemned her to the flames, and fhe was burnt 
according to herfentence, perfifting in her faith to the 
very laft moment. 

XV. An eminent phyfician, and learned philofcf- 
pher of the name of Chriflopher Lofada, became ex- 
tremely obnoxious to the inquifitors, on account of 
expofing the errors of Popery, and profeffing the tenets 
of Proteftantifm. For thefe reafons he was apprehended, 
imprifoned, and racked; but thofe feverities not bring- 
ing him to confefs the Roman-Catholic church to be 
the only true church, he was fentenced to the fire; the 
flames of which he bore with exemplary patience, and 
refigned his foul to that Creator by whom it was given. 

XVI. Arias, a monk of St. Ifidore's monaflery at 
Seville, was a man of great abilities, but of a vitious 
dirpofition. He fometimes pretended to forfake the 
errors of the church of Rome, and become a .Prote- 
ftant, and foon after turned Roman-Catholic. Thus 
he continued a long time wavering between both per- 
fuafions, till God thought proper to touch his heart, 
and fhew him the great danger of inconftancy in reli- 
gious matters. He now became a true Proteftant, and 
bewailed his former errors with contrition. The fin- 
cerity of his converfion being known, he was feized by 
the officers of the inquifition, feverely tortured, and 
afterwards burnt at an Auto de Fe in a cruel manner. 

XVII. There was a young lady named Maria de 
Coceicao, who refided with her brother at Lifbon, 
taken up by the inquifitors, and ordered to be put to 
the rack. The exquifite torments fhe felt ftaggered 
her refolution, and fhe fully confeffed the charges 
againfl her. Hereupon the cords were immediately 
flackened, and fhe was re-condu&ed to her cell, where 
fhe remained till fhe had recovered the ufe of her limbs, 
and was then brought again before the tribunal, and 
ordered to ratify her confeffion, and fign it. This fhe 
abfolutely refufed to do, telling thern, that what fhe had 
faid was forced from her by the exceffive pain fhe un- 
derwent. Incenfed at this reply, the inquifitors ordered 
her again to be put to the rack, when the weaknefs of 
nature once more prevailed; and fhe repeated her for- 
mer confeffion. She was immediately remanded to 
her cell till her wounds were again healed, when being 
a third time brought before the inquifitors, they in a 
ftern manner ordered her to fign her firft and fecond 
confeffions. She anfwered as before, but added, " I 
have twice given way to the frailty of the flefh, and 
perhaps may, while on the rack, be weak enough to do 
fo again ; but depend upon it, if you torture me an. 
hundred times, as foon as I am releafed from the rack 
I fhall deny what was extorted from me by pain." The. 
inquifitors ordered her to be racked a third time; and, 
during this laft trial, fhe exceeded even her own expec- 
tations; bore the torments inflicled with the utmoft for- 
titude, and could not be perfuaded to anfwer any of 
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the queftions put to her. As her courage and con- 
flancy increafed, the inquifiiors imagined that fhe would 
deem death a glorious martyrdom, and therefore, to 
difappoint her expectations, they condemned her to a 
fevere whipping through the public (beets, and banifh- 
ment for ten years. 

XVIII. A lady of a noble family in Seville, named 
]ane Bohorquia, was apprehended on the information of 
iier fitter, who had been tortured, and burnt for profef- 
fing the Protcftant religion. While on the rack, through 
the extremity of pain, that young lady confefled that fhe 
had frequently difcourfed with her fitter concerning 
Proteltantifm, and upon this extorted confellion was 
Jane Bohorquia feized and imprifoned. Being preg- 
nant at the beginning, they let her remain tolerably 
quiet till (he was delivered, when they immediately took 
away the child, and put it to nurfe, that it might be 
brought up a Roman-Catholic. 

This unfortunate lady was not perfectly recovered 
from the weaknefs caufed by her labour, when fhe was 
ordered to be racked, which was done with fuch feve- 
rity, that fhe expired a week after of the wounds and 
bruifes {he received. Upon this occafion the inquifi- 
tors affected fome rcmorfe, and, in one of the printed 
acts of the inquifition, which they always publilh at an 
Auto de Fe, this young lady is thus mentioned : " Jane 
Bohorquia was found dead in prifon j after which, upon 
reviving her profecution, the inquifitors difcovered that 
flie was innocent. — Be it therefore known, that no fur- 
ther profecutions fhall be carried on againft her, and 
that her effects, which were confifcated, (hall be given 
to the heirs at law." 

Thus have the lords of the holy office of inquifition 
generoufly reftored to her innocence, reputation, and 
eflate. Strange inconfirtency ! to take the property, 
and torture the perfon before conviflion of guilt, and 
then to compliment themfelves for moderation, in re- 
turning what they had no right to feize, and forgiving 
one, who, by their own acknowledgment, had never 
offended them. One fentence, however, in the above 
ridiculous paffage, wants explanation, viz. That no 
further profecutions (hall be carried on againft her. 
This alludes to the abfurd cuftom of profecuting, and 
burning the bones of the dead: for when a prifoner 
dies in the inquifition, the procefs continues the fame 
as if he was living; the bones are depofited in a cheft, 
and if fentence of guilt is paffed. they are brought out 
at the next Auto de Fe; the fentence is read againft 
them with as much folemnity as againft a living prifoner, 
and they are at length committed to the flames. In a 
fimilar manner are profecutions carried on againft pri- 
foners who efcape ; and when their perfons are far be- 
yond the reach of the inquifitors, they are burnt in effigy. 

XIX. Ifaac Orobio, a learned phyfician, having 
beaten a Moorifh fervant for ftealing, was accordingly 
accufed by him of profeffing Judaifm. Without con- 
fidering the apparent malice of the fervant, the inqui- 
fitors feized the mailer upon the charge. He was kept 
three years in prifon before he had the leaft intimation 
of what he was to undergo, and then fuffered the fix 
modes of torture as follow : 

1. A coarfe linen coat was put on him, and then 
drawn fo tight, that the circulation of his blood was 
nearly flopped, and the breath almoft preffed out. of 
his body. After this the firings werefuddenly loofcned, 
when the air forcing it's way haftily into his ftomach, 
and the blood rufhing into it's channels, he fuffered the 
moft incredible pains. 

2. His thumbs were tied with fmall cords, fo hard 
that the blood gufhed from under the nails. 

3. He was feated on a bench with hi? back againft 
a wall, wherein finall iron pullies were fixed. Hopes 
being fattened to feveral parts of his body and limbs, 
were paffed through the pullies, and being fuddenly 
drawn with great violence, his whole frame was forced 
into a dillorted heap. 

4. After having fuff_'red for a confiderable time the 
pains of the laft mentioned pofition, the feat was fiiatch- 
ed away, and he was left fulpended againft the wall 
in the 'moft excruciating mifery. 



5. A little inflrument with five knobs, and which 
went with fprings, being placed near his face, he fud- 
denly received five blows on the cheek, that put him 
to fuch pain as caufed him to faint away. 

6. The executioners fattened ropes round his wrifts, 
and then drew them about his body. Placing him on 
his back with his feet againft the wall, they palled with 
the utmoft violence, till the cords had penetrated to 
the bone. 

He fuffered the laft torture three different times, and 
then lay feventy days before his wounds were healed. 
He was afterwards banifhed, and in his exile wrote the 
account of his fufferings, from which the foregoing par- 
ticulars are chiefly extracted. 

XX. A famous penman of Toledo, in Spain, and 
a Proteftant, was fond of producing fine fpecimens ; of 
writings, and having them framed, to adorn the differ- 
ent apartments of his houfe. Among other curious 
examples of penmanfhip was a large piece, containing 
the Lord's prayer, creed, and ten commandments, 
thrown into verfe, and finely written. This piece, 
which hung in a confpicuous part ofthe houfe, was one 
day feen by a perfon belonging to the inquifition, who 
obferved that the verfification of the commandments 
was not according to the church of Rome, but accord- 
ing to the Proteftant church : for the Proteftants retain 
the whole of the commandments as they are found in 
the Bible, but the Papifts omit that part of the fecond 
commandment which forbids the worfhip of images. 
The inquifition foon had information of the whole, and 
this ingenious gentleman was feized, profecuted, and 
burnt, only for onamenting his houfe with a fpeci- 
men of his fkill and religion. 



A full Account of the Trial and Sufferings of Mr. 
Isaac Martin. 

MR. MARTIN'S cafe being not only fingular in it- • 
felf, but amply explained, and publifhed under 
the immediate fanftion of government,' Mr. Martin be- 
ing patronized by the higheft characters both in church 
and ftate, we fhall minutely enter into the particulars 
thereof. 

In the year 1714, about Lent, Mr. Martin arrived at 
Malaga, with his wife, and four children. On the ex- 
amination of his baggage, his Bible, and fome other 
books were feized, and effectually loft to him. 

He was accufed in about three months time of be- 
ing a Jew, for thefe curious reafons, that his own name 
was ifaac, and one of his fons was named Abraham. 

As foon as he heard of the accufation, which was 
laid in the Bifhop's Court, he informed the Englifli con- 
fulofit, who faid it was nothing but the malice of 
fome of the Irifh Papifts, whom he advifed him always 
carefully to fhun. The clergy fent to Mr. Martin's 
neighbours to know their opinion concerning him : the 
refult of which inquiry was this j We believe him not 
to be a Jew, but an heretic. 

From this Mr. Martin was convinced that he had 
enemies at Malaga; but their malice did not appear for- 
midable for fome years. Being continually peftered 
by priefts, particularly thofe of the Irifh nation, in or- 
der to change his religion, he determined to difpofe of 
what he had, and retire from a place which was become 
fo difagreeable to htm. 

But when his refolution to leave Malaga had taken 
wind, at about nine o'clock at night (a late hour in 
that country) he heard a knocking at his door. 

Mr. Martin demanded who was there ? The perfons 
without faid they wanted to enter. He defired they 
would come again the next morning; but they replied, 
if he would not open the door they would break it 
open; and they were as good as their word, for it flew 
off the hinges while they were fpeaking to him. 

When the barrier was'removed, about fifteen perfons 
entered, confiding of acommiffioner, with feveral priefts 
and familiars belonging to the inquifition. Mr. Mar- 
tin would fain have gone to the Englifh conful; but 
they told him the conful had nothing to do in the mat- 
ter, and then faid, where are your beads and fire-arms f 
3 To 
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To which he replied, I am an Englifh Proteftant, and 
as fuch carry no private arms, nor make life of 
beads. 

When they had taken away his watch, money, and 
other things, they carried him to the bifhop's prifon, 
and put on him a pair of heavy fetters. His dilti-efled 
family was, at the fame time, turned out of doors till the 
houfe was dripped ; and when they had taken every 
thing away, they returned the key to his wife, that fhe 
and her children might folace themfelves between the 
bare walls. 

About four days after his commitment, Mr. Martin 
was told he mud be fent to Grenada to be tried: he 
earnellly begged to fee his wife and children before he 
went, but this humble requed was cruelly denied. 

Now being doubly fettered, he was mounted on a 
mule, and fet out towards Grenada. By the way, the 
mule threw him upon a rocky part of the road, and al- 
mod broke his back. He was three days on the journey, 
as it is leventy-two miles of very rugged road from Ma- 
laga to Grenada. 

Mr. Martin, on his arrival at Grenada, was detained 
at an inn till it was dark, for they never put any one into 
the inquifition during day-light. At night, Mr. Mar- 
tin was taken to the inquifition, fhewn up one pair of 
Itairs, and led along a range of galleries till he arrived 
at a dungeon, which the gaoler unlocked, and ftaid with 
him till the under-gaoler fetched a lamp, and the things 
brought from Malaga by the carrier, which confided of 
an old bed, a few clothes, and a box of books. 

The gaoler nailed up the latter, and faid, they mutt 
remain in that ftate till the lords of the inquifition chofe 
to infpe£l them, for prifoners were not allowed to read 

Then the gaoler took an inventory of every thing 
which Mr. Martin had about him, even to his very but- 
tons; and having afked him a great number of frivolous 
queftions, he, at length, gave him thefe orders : " You 
xnuft obferve as great filence here, as if you were dead ; 
you mult not fpeak, nor whiftle, nor fing, nor make any 
noife that can be heard; and if you hear any body cry, 
or make a noife, you mull be dill, and fay nothing, upon 
pain of 200 lafhes." 

Mr. Martin faid he could not always be upon the 
bed, and afked if he might not have the liberty to walk 
about the room ; the gaoler replied he might, but it muft 
be very foftly. After having given him fome wine, 
bread, and half a dozen of walnuts, the gaoler left him 
till the morning. 

At the time of Mr. Martin's imprifonment it was 
frody weather, fo that he lay extremely cold; for the 
walls of the dungeon were between two and three feet 
thick, the floor was bricked, and a great deal of wind 
came through a hole of about a foot in length, and five 
inches in breadth, which ferved as a window. 

On the next morning the gaoler came to light his 
lamp, and bade him light a fire in order to drefs his 
dinner. .He then took him to a turn, or fuch a wheel as 
is ufually found at the doors of convents, where a perfon 
on the other fide, whom you cannot fee, turns your pro- 
vifions round to you. He had then given him, half a 
pound of mutton, two pounds of bread, fome kidney 
beans, a bunch of raifins, and a pint of wine, which was 
the allowance for three days. He had likewife deli- 
vered to him for ufe, two pounds of charcoal, an ear- 
then flove, a pipkin, fome plates, a pitcher, an urinal, 
a broom, three bafkets; one for bread, meat, and 
greens; a fecond for charcoal, and the other for dirt; 
and a wooden fpoon. 

Mr. Martin in a week's time was ordered to an audi- 
ence: he followed the gaoler, and coming to a large 
room found a man fitting between two crucifixes; and 
another with a pen in his hand, who was, as he after- 
wards learned, the fecretary. 

The chief lord inquifitor was the perfon between the 
two crucifixes; he feemed about fixty years of age and 
was very lean. As foon as he faw Mr. Martin, he order- 
ed him 10 fit down upon a little (lool that fronted him, 
when the following examination took place, which we 
lhall mark by the fignatures Q. and A. the firlt letter 
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implying the quedion which was afked by the inquifitor, 
and the lad the anfwer thereto made by Mr. Martin. 

Q. What was you brought here for ? 

A. My lord, I don't know. 

Q. Can you fpeak Spanifh ? 

A.. I can fpeak Spanifh, but not fo well- as Englifh 
or French. If you pleafe to fend for an Irifh or a 
French priefl, I fhould be glad; for I am afraid I have 
not Spanifh enough to anfwer your lordfhip in fome 
things that you may demand of me. 

Q. I find you fpeak Spanifh enough; but what have 
you done ? What is your name ? What countryman are 
you? What religion are you of ? 

A. My lord, I don't know what I have done. My 
name is Ifaac Martin; I am an Englifhman, and a Pro- 
teftant. 

Q. Will you take an oath that you will anfwer the 
truth to what fhall be demanded of you ? 
A- Vcs, my lord, I will. 

Q. Well, put your hand on that crucifix, and fwear 
by the crofs. 

A. My lord, we fwear upon fcripture. 

O. It is no matter for fcripture, put your hand upon 
the^crofs. 

Mr. Martin then put his hand to the crofs, and the 
other gravely began thus: 

You mult tell me what your father and mother's 
names were : — What their father and mother's names 
were: — What brothers and fillers they had -.—What 
brothers and filters you have; where they were born; 
and what bufinefs they followed, or do follow. 

Mr. Martin anfwered all thefe queftions to the bed 
of his knowledge. 

Q. You fay you are an Englifhman ; we have great 
belief in them; they are generally people that fpeak the 
truth ; I hope you will. 

A. My lord, I don't know that I have done any 
thing that I fhould be afraid of: your lordfhip has 
given me my oath, and if you had not, I fhould have 
told the truth. 

Q. Where was you born, Ifaac ? And in what parifh ? 

A. My lord, I and my family were all born in Lon- 
don, but in different parifhes. 

Q. Are you a fcholar? Have you ftudied Latin i 

A. No my lord, I have had but a common education. 

Q. What do you call a common education in your 
country ? You have been at fchool, what did you learn 
there ? 

A. My lord, I learned to read, to write, and to caft 
accounts; that is what we call a common education. 

O. What feft are you of ? For in England you have 
feveral religions, as you call them. 

A. My lord, there are different opinions in Eng- 
land in matters of religion: I am of that which is 
called the church of England, and fo was my father 
and mother. 

Q. Was you baptized ? 

A. Yes, my lord, I hope I am a Chriftian. 
Q. How are you baptized in England? 
A. We are baptized in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 

O. Do you take the facrament in your religion ? 

A. Yes, my lord. 

,Q. How do you take it ? 

A. My lord, we take bread and wine, as our Saviour 
gave -to his apoftl'es. 

O. Do you confefs your fins to your clergy, as we do 
in the church of Rome ? 

A. No, my lord, we confefs them only to God Al- 
mighty. 

Q. Do you know the Lord's Prayer, the Belief, and 
the Commandments ? 

A. Yes, my lord, and will give you an account of 
my religion if you pleafe, and prove to you that I am 
a Chriltian, though I have been called a Jew and an 

O. What do you believe in your religion ? 
A. My lord, we believe the fame creed that you have. 
Q. Have you any bifhops in your religion ? Have 
you been confirmed ? 

A. My 
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A. My lord, we have archbifhops and bifhops, but I 
don't remember whether I have been confirmed. 

Q. Ifaac, you have been brought up in the dark ; it 
is a pity, but you may enlighten yourfelf if you will. 

A. My lord, I hope I have light enough to fave my- 
felf if I live according to it. 

Here Mr. Martin, through anxiety of mind, began 
to fhed tears; which the inquifitor perceiving, proceed- 
ed to fpeak with great Teeming tendernefs. 

O. Don't cry, nor don't be afraid; here is nobody 
put to death here, nor harm done to any body. I hope 
your cafe is not lb bad but it may be remedied; you 
are among Chriftians, and not among Turks. 

A. My lord, I know very well that I am among 
Chriftians, and that the laws of Chriftians are merci- 
ful ; but I have been ufed as if I had committed 

Q. Well! have patience, you mall havejuftice done 
you. You muft think of what you have done or laid 
during the time you lived at Malaga, and confefs it; 
for that is the only way to get out of your troubles. 
But let us continue our examination: to-be fure you 
was not brought here for nothing, was you ? 

A. My lord, I don't know what I was brought 

O. You muft think of that, and you muft tell me 
how old you are; and likewife, as far as you can re- 
member, what company you have kept, what bufinefs 
you have followed, what countries you have travelled 
in, and what languages you can fpeak. 

A. My lord, I have been a traveller many years, 
and have made many trading voyages ; fometimes in 
one country, and fometimes in another, and cannot 
remember how long I lived in every place, but I will 
tell you as well as I can. 

Q. It is very well, Ifaac, tell the truth. 

Mr. Martin then gave a circumftamial account to 
the beft of his memory. 

Q. It is very well, Ifaac, you have been a great 
traveller, you have been wild in your time. 

A. Yes, my lord, too wild; for if I had ftaid at 
home as I ought to have done, I fhould not have been 
in this mifery. 

Q. In your religion do you believe in the Virgin 
Mary, the mother of God, and in the faints? Don't 
you worlhip them 2 

A. My lord, we believe that the Virgin Mary is the 
mother of Jefus Chrift carnally, and believe fhe and 
the faints are happy, but do not worlhip them. 

Q. What ! don't you worlhip the mother of God, 
and the faints, that are always praying for us? 

A. No, my lord, we worfhip only one God in three 
perfons, and nothing elfe. 

Q. [Speaking to his Secretary."] It is a pity that he 
hath been brought up in herefy, he talks pretty well. 

\_AddrcJing the prifoner.~] What a pity it is that 
England has left the true faith, and has embraced 
herefy : formerly it produced many faints, but now 
it produces only fcbifms and heretics; and your bi- 
fliops and clergy are a ftrange fort of people to marry 
as they do. 

A. I believe, my lord, England produces as many 
good men as ever it did. 

Q. Hold your tongue, you know nothing of thofe 
affairs; think of what you have done during yourrefi- 
dence at Malaga, and that you may confider of thefe 
things, retire to your dungeon : I will fend for you 
another time. 

A. My lord, I hope your lordfhip will confider that 
I have a family ; I beg therefore that your lordfhip will 
difpatch me as foon as poiBble. 

Q. I will do all I can to difpatch you; go and 
think upon what yott have" done or faid. I hope your 
cafe is not very bad, and can be remedied, if you 
think upon what I have faid to you. 

And thus concluded Mr. Martin's firft examination, 
or audience, as it is called in the jnquifkion. 

Now Mr. Martin tried to make a friend of the gaoler 
as much as.poflible, in order to- pump what he could 
from him ; but in this he could have but little fuccefs. 



for they are all fworn to fecrecy. He, however, told 
him, that he was there for the good of his foul, and 
advifed him, above all things, not to contradifit the in- 
quifitors. 

The Second Audience. 

In about a week after, Mr. Martin being called to 
a fecond audience, the following queftions and an- 
fwers were the refult. 

Q. Well, Ifaac, how do you do ? Do you remember 
what you have done, or faid, whilft you lived at Ma- 
laga ? Have you reflefted on what I faid to you ? 

A. Yes, my lord, but I cannot remember every 
thing that has happened in four years time. 

Q. Well ! let us hear what you have remembered. 

A. My lord, during my living at Malaga, I was 
attacked and infulted feveral times about my religion : 
I hope your lordlhip allows that an honeft man ought 
to defend his religion ? 

Q. Yes, Ifaac, he may defend it. 

A. My lord, it is what I have done, and the fame 
liberty have the Spaniards in my country ; for if a bi- 
fhop fhould attack them in matters of religion, they 
have liberty to defend themfeves. 

Q. How long have you been married ? 

A. Seven' Years. 

Q. .Was your wife maid, or widow, when you mar- 
ried her ? . 

A. A widow, my lord. 

Q. What quarrels have you had with different 
people, and who were they ? 

Mr. Martin named four or five people with whom he 
had little contefts. 

Q. Do you think thofe people your enemies ? If 
you do, tell me whatreafon you have for thinking fo ? 

A. My lord, at my firft arrival at Malaga, three 
Irifhmen went to the bithop's court, to acquaint them 
that I was a Jew, though they hardly knew my name, 
or what religion I was of. Your lordlhip has heard 
it, I fuppofe.. All the time that I lived at Malaga, 
they, upon divers occafions, (hewed themfelves my ene- 
mies. My friends oftentimes told me that they fpoke 
ill of me behind my back; fometimes faying that I was 
a Jew, and fometimes an heretic ; and that they would 
play me a trick one day, that I fhould not carry much 
money along with me if I left the place ; and I find, 
my lord, that they have accompiifhed their defign. 

Q. Have you had no words about religion ? Have 
you not blafphemed againft our holy faith ? 

A. No, my lord, I am a better bred man than that. 
My religion does not permit fuch things : it is true, 
that I have had high words about religion when 
I have been attacked, but not to blafpheme your 

Q. Well ! but what is the reafon that you have fo 
many enemies, can you tell ? 

A. I know no other reafon, my lord, but that I 
am an Englifh Proteftant, and had better bufinefs than 
they had, which caufed them to envy me ever fince I 
came to Malaga. 

Q. Well ! but Ifaac, have you no inclination to be 
a good Chriftian, and to be in the right way of falva- 
tion ? You are a man of age and reafon, and have a 
family: it is time to think of your foul. 

A. My lord, I hope God will fave me in the reli- 
gion I have been brought upin : I have no inclination 
to change my religion Jefus Chrift allows of no per- 
secution; I hope my lord, there is none here. 

Q\ No, Ifaac, it is alt voluntary ; I would have you 
think upon it for the good of your foul, and your fa- 
mily. Do not you believe in the holy father the pope, 
that he is infallible, and that he can abfolve people 
from their fins? 

A. No, my lord, I believe that he is no more than 
another bilhop, and can abfolve no more than another 
clergyman. 

Q. Don't you believe in purgatory ? 

A. No, my lord,. I believe in no fuch thing. 

Q. What, don't you believe that there is a place 
called purgatory, where the fouls of thofe that die are 
retained to be purified before they can go to heaven ? 



An ACCOUNT of the RISE, PROGRESS, &c. of the INQUISITION. 893 



A. No, my lord, I believe that the blood of Chrift 
is diffident to cleanfe us from our iniquities. 

Q. Poor man, you have been brought Up inherefy 
and ignorance from your youthful days. I am forry for 
you, you will find yourfelf mi (taken when it is too late. 
"Vou have time to confider of it, and I would advife 
you to. do it for your own good. Can you think of any 
thing elfe that you have done that they have fent you 

A. No, my lord ; I have had fome few words with 
people, but I believe that has not any connexion with 
this affair. 

O. What words had you with the Spainiards at 
Malaga ? 

A. My lord,- at firft feveral defired me to fpeak the 
language for them, to help them to fell their goods to 
Clips that came to load there.; and I did, but there came 
fo many, that I could not do bufinefsfor myfelf, fo that 
1 defired them to excufe me and take fomebody elfe ; 
but they ft i 1 1 importuned me fo, that 1 was obliged to 
tell them that I would trouble myfelf no more about 
their bufinefs, and that I had bufinefs enough of my 
own to mind ; at which they would fometimes fall into a 
paflion, and generally reflecl; upon my religion, which 

1 could not always digeft. 

Q. Very well, Ifaac, have you any thing elfe to fay 
relating to your affairs ? 

A. My lord, I don't know what to fay. 

O. Well, go to your dungeon, and think of what 
you have done ; for it wilt be a great help to your re- 
leatement. I will do you what fervice I can, but you 
mult do what you can to ferve yourfelf, and think upon 
what 1 have faid to you. 

Mr. Martin had foon after three other audiences, in 
all of which he was only afked the fame queftions as we 
have already inferted, which was to deteel him in afalfe- 
hood, if he had told one, and to difcover if he prevari- 
cated in any part of his ftory. 

The head gaoler told Mr. Martin one morning, that 
he mud get his dungeon very clean, for he was to have 

2 viGt from one of the lords of the inquifition ; at the 
fame time he gave him fome anifeed to throw into the 
fire when he heard him coming, in order to take away 
the ftench. On hearing a noife on the flair-cafe, he did 
fo, and the inquifitor, whofe name was Don Petro 
Leonor, foon after made his appearance. 

Now this inquifitor afked a great number of frivolous 
queftions with much pompofity ; then making a tran- 
fition to England, he very liberally abufed king Henry 
the Eighth, queen Elizabeth, and king William, the 
latter of whom he affirmed to have been of no religion, 
becaufe he had read fuch an affertion in a French book. 
Changing from thefe, he attacked the archbifhops, 
bilhops, clergy, and people of England in general, and 
after abufing them with great liberality, he walked away 
with the moft affumed digriity and confequence. 

In a few days after, Mr. Martin was called to his 
fixth audience, when, after a few immaterial interroga- 
tories, the inquifitor told him the charges againft him 
mould be read, and that he muft give an immediate 
and prompt anfwer to each refpeElive charge. 

The First Accusation. 

That foon after your coming to Malaga, you went 
and abufed the fchool-mafter for teaching your children 
the Chriftian doadnc ; telling him that you would 
teach them your own religion, and that you fent them 
to fchool to learn to read and write, and not to learn 
religion. 

The Answer. 
My lord, I will confefs the truth : I hope your lord- 
fliip requires nothing elfe. I did go to the fchool-mafter, 
and told him, that I fent my children to learn to read 
and write, and not to learn prayers ; that I would 
have them brought up in my religion, and would 
teach them how to prav, but I did not abufe him. 1 
believe, my lord, I have the liberty to bring up my 
children in my own faith without being called to an ac- 
count for it. 

The inquifitor feemed difpleafed atthisreply, and bid 
the fecretary write him down guilty of the firft accufation. 
75- 



The Second Accusation., 

That at divers times it was remarked, that you did 
not pull off your hat, nor pay homage to images, but 
turned you back on them. 

The Answer. 

My lord, in rhy religion we pay no relpect to gravert 
images. I profefs myfelf to be a Proteftant, it is againft 
my confeience to bow to any, and I am not obliged by 
the articles of peace fo to do. I believe your lord- 
fhip knows what the word Proteftant means. 

The inquifitor told him, that as he lived in a country 
where it was done, he ought to comply with the 
cuftom of the place in which he redded. The fecretary 
was then ordered to record the anfwer. 

The Third Accusation. 

You once faid, walking in your own apartment with 
an Englilh captain, an heretic, like yourfelf, that pur- 
gatory was but an invention of the church of Rome to 
get money. There was one prel'ent who could fpeak, 
your language, and heard you fay fo. 

The Answer. 

My lord, I cannot remember every thing that I have 
faid during four years time. It may be, that I have 
faid fuch a thing ; but if I did, it was not to a Roman- 
Catholic. If there was one in the room that heard me 
fay fo, he muft he an Irilhman, who was not very 
welcome there, for he dame more as a fpy than any 
thing elfe. 

The inquifitor afking if he thought he knew him, 
Mr. Martin named theperfon on whom hisfufpicion fell. 
The inquifitor then having blamed him for giving his 
tongue fuch liberties in Roman-Catholic countries, de- 
manded if he was forry for having faid fo ; he replied, 
'* My lord, if I have faid amifs, I beg your lordfhip's 
pardon." When the inquifitor, turning to the fecretary, 
faid, Write down that the heretic begs pardon for the 
third accufation. 

The Fourth Accusation. 

That you was once walking with another perfon, who 
pulled his hat off to a crucifix. You alked him why he 
pulled his hat off ? He replied, to the crucifix ; when! 
you faid, we have no fuch things in our country, and 
palfed by without pulling off your hat. 

The Answer. 

My lord, Irememberthe time very well; it is very true, 
I never pulled off my hat to a crucifix, unlcfs it was car- 
ried in proceffion ; and then I ufed to pull off my hat to 
it, not in refpe£l to the image, but to caufe no fcandal. 

Guilty of this accufation by his own confeffion. 
The Fifth Accusation. 

That you have fpoken feveral times in religious dis- 
putes againft our faith ; and though you have been fre- 
quently admoni fhed to embrace the Roman-Catholicper- 
fuafion, without which no man can be faved, you would 
never give ear to fuch falutary advice. 

The Answer. 

My lord, at my firft arrival in the inquifition you 
allowed that a man might defend his religion : it is 
what I have done. As for being admoniftied to change 
it, that has happened very often ; but I have no inclina- 
tion to change. 

Then the inquifitor alked him if he could not defend 
his own religion without fpeaking againft the church of 
Rome ? To which Mr. Martin made anfwer, that he 
really could not ; " For, fays he, in difputing with others, 
when they fpoke againft my religion, I naturally fpoke 
againft theirs ; and I brought proof of fcripture for 
what I faid." 

He was recorded as guilty of this charge by his own 
confeffion. 

The Sixth Accusation. 
That being on board an Engliffi fhip, with your wife 
and others, a certain female admoniftied your wife to 
change her religion, when you bade her be quiet and 
mind her own religion. This was on a Friday, and you 
ate meat without regarding the day. Do you remember 
that, Ifaac ? 

The Answer. 
Yes, my lord, we were very merry drinking Florence 
wine and punch, and that woman was always talking of 
10 H religioa 
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religion to my "wife, though (he hardly knew what flic 
faid, and at bed knew but little of the matter. 1 de- 
fired her to be quiet, and told her we did not come on 
board to talk of religion, but to be merry. But (he 
continuing to talk on in the fame manner, made us very 
uneafy, fo that I bade her hold her tongue, and had a 
trifling quarrel with her. As for eating meat on a 
Friday, I generally do, and fo did fhe, though flic is a 
Roman-Catholic. 

Hereupon the inquifitor turning to the fecretary, cx- 
preffed himfelf thus: W rite down what the heretic lays. 
The Seventh Accusation. 

That being in company with fome Englilh heretic 
captains at church, there were feveral people kneeling 
and praying to the image of the Virgin Mary. The 
captains allied if they prayed to the image ? You an- 
fwered, Yes, they know no better, for they are brought 
up in ignorance. 

The Answer. 

My lord, I have been divers times walking with cap- 
tains. I do not remember this particular time : it may 
be that fome perfon heard me fay fo ; but I am lure I 
fpoke Englilh, and I fuppofe it mult be an Irifhman 
that heard me fay fo. 

The inquifitor was very fevere upon this reply ; but 
upon Mr. Martin's afking pardon, he faid, " Secretary, 
write down that the heretic afks pardon ; but (con- 
tinues he, fhaking his head) I wilh afking pardon 
may do." 

The Eighth Accusation. 

That being walking with feveral merchants, the hod 
patTed by, when they took off their hats, and fome 
kneeled; but you did not To much as take off your hat, 
which occafioned fuch great fcandal, that fome of the 
people were going to flab you. 

The Answer. 

My lord, it is falfe : I have lived feveral years in 
Roman-Catholic countries, and know, that by the arti- 
cles of peace, I am obliged to have my hat off on all 
occafions. During my rcfidencc at Malaga, I always 
took care not to caufe any fcandal ; with refpect to bow- 
ing or kneeling, I did not do it, nor am I obliged to do 
it, as it is exprefsly againft my religion. As for people 
ftabbing me, I have run thofe hazards many times on 
account of my religion. 

The fecretary was ordered to write down, that he 
denied the accufation. 

The Ninth Accusation. 

You have been threatened divers times with the 
pope's authority in thefe countries, and you have faid 
that you did not value him, and that he had no authority 

My lord, it is true I have faid fo. 

This anfwer occafioned the following curious alter- 

Q. How came you to fay fo ? Don't you value the 
holy father who is God on earth ? 

A. My lord, talking with fome people who were 
very troublefome about religion, they threatened me 
with the authority of the pope, and being an Eng- 
lifh Proteftant, I thought ihey had nothing to do 
with me. 

Q. What ! then you value nobody ? 

A. I beg your lordfliip's pardon; I value all man- 
kind as being fellow-creatures ; I value the pope as bifhop 
of Rome, but not for what authority he has over me, 
for I believe he has not any. 

Q. You are miltaken ; I fee who is the head of the 
church. 

A. My "lord, I fee to my forrow, that I was miflaken. 
Jefus Chrift is the head of the church. 

Q. What, then you allow no head upon earth ? 
A. No, my lord. 

Q. Hold your tongue ; you are an unbeliever ; he is 
God upon earth. 

The fecretary was ordered to record Mr. Martin's fe- 
veral replies. 

The Tenth Accusation. 
That being walking with fome captains of fhips, 



there was a proceffion going by, when you bid them 
retire, and not mind it, though it was their defign to 
Tec it: but you hindered thcin out of difrefpect to the 
proceffion. 

The Answer. 
My lord, procefiions arc very frequent in -Malaga. 
I have oftentimes been in company with captains who 
were never in Roman-Catholic countries before ; and 
they, not knowing that people went in proceffion for 
devotion, would laugh, and not take their hats off": fo 
that I defired them to retire to avoid confufion ; 1 hope 
there is no harm in that, my lord. 

That the proceffion (mentioned in accufation the 
tenth) went by, and the people kneeled down and wor- 
fhipped ; but you flood with your hat on, and look no 
notice o it. ^ ^ Answer. 

My lord, I remember nothing of the accufation, but 
believe it is falfe ; or if I did not take off my hat, it 
was becaufe the holt was not there. But with refpefct to 
kneeling or bowing, I told your lordlhip I never do ; 
your lordlhip tries me as a Roman-Catholic ; 1 am a 
Protcltant ; I gave a Ihort account of my religion to 
your lordlhip at my hilt coming. Was I a Roman- 
Catholic, I Ihould certainly be guilty. 

The anfwers to both the lall accufations were ordered 
to be recorded. 

The Twelfth Accusation. 

That being in your own lioufe, an Englifii captain 
afked you if you was a Jew; when you burft into a fit 
of laughter, and anfwered, you did not value what fcanr 
dalous people faid, for you was ready to give an account 
of your religion. 

The Answer. 
It is true, my lord, I little valued what fuch fcan- 
dalous people faid, and was always ready to give an 
account of my faith. Nor did I think of being 
fent here, that it might be examined whether I was a 
Jew or not, when the clergy are fo numerous at 
Malaga. 

The Thirteenth Accusation. 

That you refufed to give any thing to fuch as begged 
alms for the fouls that are in purgatory, and violently 
huffed them from your door. 

The Answer. 

My lord, it is true ; but do they mention the reafon 
why I did To ? 

The inquifitor did not fatisfy him, but bade him re- 
late the reafon, which he did, by informing him, that 
one perfon in particular, who went about begging alms 
for the fouls in purgatory, did all he could to torment 
him, and the more Mr. Martin declared he would not 
dilburfe money for any fuch purpofe, the more impor- 
tunate the other became, calling him heretic, dog, and 
telling him that he would be damned, which at length 
overcame his temper, and made him, in fome meafure, 
return the fellow's abufe. 

The Fourteenth Accusation. 

That you have been heard to fay you feared no eccle- 
fiaflical court of jullice, nor even the inquifition itfelf, 
which you affirmed had nothing to do with you as an 
Englilh Proteftant. 

The Answer. 
My lord, I have oftentimes faid fo. 
The twelfth and thirteenth replies were recorded as 
delivered; but Mr. Martin being perfuaded to entreat 
forgivenersforthe fourteenth, the fecretary was ordered 
to infert, " The heretic begs pardon." 

The Fifteenth Accusation. 
That you havehad Jews in your houfe, without giving 
notice to the commiflioners of the inquifition, that they 
might be taken up and profecutcd according to the laws 
of the country. How durft you do fuch things ? Do 
you remember thefe circumllances ? 

The Answer. 
Yes, my lord, I do very well. 

On this confeffion of the faft, the following dialogue 
took place. 

Q. Then let us hear what youhave to fay for yourfelf. 

A. My 
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A. My lord, there came a fhip bound for Leghorn, 
with a paffcnger who came to my houfe : he fpokc very 
good Spanifh, and I believe, by his looks, was a Jew. 
He dayed with his captain about two hours at rny 
houfe; I never faw him before or fince. He might 
be a Chriftian for what I know, but being bound for 
Leghorn, and fpeaking Spanifli, I thought him a Jew; 
that is all I know of the man. Cod knows what religion 
he was of. b 

Q. Do you know the perfon that has fent this accu- 
fation againll you ? 

A. Yes, my lord, I believe I. do; his name is A. H. 
a man of a very indifferent character. 

The Sixteenth Accusation. 

That it is confirmed by feveral people, that the faid 
heretic, I ("aac Martin, has, at divers times, fhewn him- 
fclf very difaffeaed againll the holy faith of the church 
of Rome, and has hindered fome people from embra- 
cing it ; Co that had it not been for the fake of his family, 
he would have been murdered long ago. 

Then the remainder of this accufation goes in the 
firft perfon, by way of petition from the accufers, thus: 

" We recommend him to your holy office, as a dan- 
gerous and pernicious man againll the holy faith of the 
church of Rome ; and a great many report he is a Jew. 
We defire your tribunal will examine him with a great 
di al of Itrianels, according to the cuflom of vour holy 
office, and give him fuch chadifemcnt as your lordfhip 
fhall think lit, as well in body a, chattels." 

The fecretary having read this accufation, the in- 
quifitor laid, " Well 1 what have you to fay for your- 
felf ? See what a character people give you ! Sure you 
are a very wicked man !" To which Mr. Martin made 
the following 

Answer. 

My lord, I fuppofe thqfe are very good Chridians that 
give me this character; God knows bed what to do with 
them ; there are none of them can fay I ever wronged 
any body at Malaga. I have always nuneli'ed mvfeii' to 
be a Protcltant ,• and for that reafon, and no other, I 
have been brought here. I hope God will enable me 
to go through thefe afflictions. 1 am very well affurcd 
that your lordfhip knows I am no Jew. As for what 
character they give me, God knows 'bed whether I de- 
fcrve it or no. I have anfwered the truth to your exa- 
mination to the bed of my remembrance; and I believe 
your lordfhip knows it to be fo, and know the people 
that informed againft me are but people of a very indif- 
ferent character, which have always envied me ever 
fince I lived at Malaga. 

Q Mod of your accufers are your countrymen; 
fure they would not fpeak againd you, if the things 
were not fo ? 

A. My lord, thofe whom you reckon my countrymen 
are the word enemies I have : I deny them for country- 
men ; they are Irifhmen : it is true that Ireland be- 
longs to the crown of England; but thefe people have 
deferted from our army, and are enemies to my reli- 
gion, king, and country, and the word that an Englifh 
Protedant can have abroad. I wonder, my lord, that 
there is no merchant, or man of good repute, that has 
declared any thing againd me. 

O. Hold your tongue, do you think that I will believe 
all you fay? To be fure you have been a very wicked 
man by what is mentioned here, and you deny a great 
many things, and are fo malicious, that you give what 
turn you pleafe to things. I have heard of you four 
years ago ; you are a dy man, but we have tortures to 
make people fpeak truth. 

A. My lord, you may do what you pleafe with me; 
I cannot help myfelf, for your lorddiip knows that I 
have declared the truth. 

Q. You fliall have a lawyer to defend your caufe, 
but I believe it is very bad. 

Then a lawyer was. called in, to whom the inquifitor 
made an harangue, telling him, that Mr. Martin was a 
ftrong heretic ; that he had been examined, and denied 
many things of which he had been accufed. He then 
ordered the lawyer to write to Malaga concerning him, 
and concluded by faying, his cafe is very bad, yet might 



he remedied; but he is obdinate, and will not have it 

fo The lawyer, to all his lordfhip faid, only 

bowed, and anfwered Yes or No ; but he did not fpeak 
to Mr. Martin, though it was pretended he was to 
plead for him. 

When the lawyer was gone, the inquifitor faid, " G6< 
you are guilty ; you may repent what you have faid ; 
if you do not, take care : fign thefe papers, which are 
what you confefs." Mr. Martin having figned the 
papers, was remanded to his dungeon. 

When Mr. Martin's examination, upon the accufa- 
tions againd him, was refumed (which was by his own 
defire) the proceedings followed thus: 

Q Well, Ifaac, what have you to fay in your de- 
fence ? You have demanded an audience. 

A. My lord, I have nothing to fay but what I have 
faid already; I come to beg the favour of your lordfhip 
to difpatch me; I believe you have done examining me; 
1 remember that it was defired I might be chadHcd both 
in body and wealth ; I believe that my body has been 
r.hadifcd enough in fuffering what I have luffrred, and 
in being locked up in a dark dungeon by in>f"elf, where 
1 live worfe than a dog; as for what wealth God has 
given me, your lorddiip is welcome to it. Jf I am fuch 
a bad man as people report, fetter me, and fend me, 
with my family, aboard any fhip,- let her be bound 
where the will, God will provide for us. 

Q Hold, Ifaac, things are not done fo foon as you 
think for; you have broken the articles of peace by 
your own confeffion. 

A. My lord, I am very forry if I have ; I defire 
your lordfhip would fhew them to me, that I may know 
in what I am guilty. 

Q. I have them; you fhall fee them another time: 
there is a great deal to be faid in your affair. Have you 
any thing elfe to fay ? 

A. No, my lord, I defire to be tried by them (the 
articles of peace) : you was pleafed to tell me that you 
would quickly difpatch me. 

Q. Go, go to your dungeon;- and think of what 
you have done. 

Mr. Martin, upon this occafion, fays thus : " When 
I came to my dungeon. I was refolved to afk no more 
audience, and wondered that fuch a man, who fat upon 
a throne between two crucifixes, attributing to himfelf 
holinefs and infallibility, fhould tell fo many lies; and 
found, that there was no way of redemption, but by 
praying to God to give me drength to overcome the 
miferies that I was in, and in mercy to deliver me from 
their hands." 

A few days after the third inquifitor, named Don 
Jofeph Egnaraz, came, with his fecretary. to fee Mr. 
Martin, when the following converfation took place: 

O. How do you do, Ifaac ? Have you any thing to 
fay in your defence ? Can I ferve you in any thing, 
tell me? 

A. My lord, I have nothing to fay but what I have 
faid already: I think it is very hard to be kept here 
fo long. 

O. Hark ye ! you Englifhmen think that we aim at 
your wealth, but you are midaken, there is no fuch 
thing. You have confefled that you did not take your 
hat off to our images : you ought to do it, living in thefe 
Chrillian countries, whether you believe in them or 
no ; for it fhews ill-example if you do not. 

A. My lord, we frotedants never do fuch things, 
it is againd our religion and againd our confeiences 
fo to do. 

Q. You mud do all in this country, and it is a thing 
that ought to be done. Sec if I can ferve you in any 

A. If your lorddiip would be pleafed to get me 
out of this mifery, 1 fltould be very much obliged 

Q- There is time for all things. You have been 
brought up in herefy, you are here for the good of your 
foul, you mud enlighten yourfelf in the true faith ; I 
will do you all the fervice I can; have you anv thing 

clfe to fay ? 

A. My lord, I hope to be faved in the faith I am in. 

Q. Well, 
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Q. Well, think upon what I have faid to you. Good 
by to y ou. 

Being again called up for the continuance of his trial, 
and the accufation againft him, the following were the 
particulars. 

Q. Well, Ifaac, have you thought of any thing elfe 
in your affair, belides whatyou have already declared. 

A. No, niy lord, I have nothing to fay, unlefs I 
repeat what I have faid already, and I believe that will 
fignify nothing. 

O. Here are feveral more accufations come againft 
you that you mull anfwer to. 

A. It is very well, my lord, I will anfwer to them as 
well as I can. 

The inquifitor read over the accufations, which con- 
fided of what had already been anfwered, only altered, 
mangled, and mifplaced, with Tome additional articles.. 
After having done reading, he faid, 

O. Well, Ifaac, what have you to fay now ? 

A. My lord, this is the fame thing over again, only 
the accufations are altered and mifplaced ; I can quick- 
ly anfwer to them, and as for thofe that are added to 
them, they are almoft all falfe, and the Devil has in- 
vented them. 

Q. Hold, Ifaac, you talk ftrangely. 

A. My lord, I fpeak the truth ; your lordfhip was 
pleafed to tell me at my firft coming that you would 
difpatch me very foon. I have been here above three 
months, and am no more likely to get out than the 
firft day. 

Q. Hold, hold; do you think that juftice is done 
here as in your country, at random, and I don't know 
how. Here things are well examined, and juftice is 
done, as it ought to be done. 

A. My lord, I believe we have good juftice done in 
England, but I beg your lordlhip's pardon ; I do not 
underftand this way of juftice. 

Q. I believe you do not, but it is no rnatter, remem- 
ber, you are upon your oath, and anfwer to articles. 

A. Muft i anfwer to thofe that I have anfwered 
already ? 

Q. Yes, youmuftj and take care what you fay. 
A. Very well, my lord. 

Mr. Martin then made a fecond anfwer to the accufa- 
tions already exhibited againft him ; when the inqui- 
fitor ordered the fecretary to continue the trial, with 
the accufations which had not yet been brought forth. 
The Seventeenth Accusation. 

That you hindered your family from being brought 
up in the Chriftian faith, and if it was not for you they 
would be all Romans, and it is againft the laws of the 
country to hinder them. 

The Answer.. 

My lord, it is falfe that my family had any inclinati- 
on to be Romans ; neither can any law oblige them to 
be fo, or hinder me from bringing them up in my reli- 
gion. Your lordfhip, five weeks ago, told me, that 
you would fhew me the articles of peace, and that I had 
broke them. Pray let me fee them, my lord. 

Q. You fhall fee them another time. Anfwer to 
thel'e articles. 

A. My lord, all my family are as I am j I could 
never perceive that they were inclined to change their 
religion. 

O. What ! do you deny this accufation ? 

A. Yes, my lord, I do ; it is all falfe. 

The Eighteenth Accusation. 

You ufed to fhut your window fhutters when the pro- 
ceffions went by, to hinder your children from kneeling 
down, and would beat them if they fhewedany inclina- 
tions to be Roman-Catholics. 

The Answer. 

My lord, it is true that I have fhut my fhutters feve- 
ral times ; for fometimes I had captains of {hips in my 
boufe, that would not pull their hats off when they faw 
them. As for my children, they went to the window 
generally to laugh ; and I oftentimes bade them not fhew 
themfelves till the proceflion went by, that no fcandal 
might be given ; and if I beat them, as it is faid, I be- 
lieve I have the liberty to do it if I pleafe. 



Q. No, you have not in fome cafes. How old are 
your children ? 

A. One is fifteen, another eight, and the other five . 
years of age. 

Q. They are of age to be brought up in the Chrif- 
tian faith. 

A. I hope they are, my lord ; but as for the two 
youngeft, they can be brought up to any religion. 

Q. Your daughter, and your fon Abraham are of 
age, and you are but their father-in-law : they may be 
brought up in the Chriftian faith : you have nothing to 
do with them. 

A. My lord, I hope that they are Chriftians ; and I 
look upon them as if they were my own children. 

Q. So then you would have them brought up in 
your religion ? 

A. Yes, my lord. 

The Nineteenth Accusation. 

That your daughter being of age, hath often faid in 
the neighbourhood, that fhe would be a Roman-Catho- 
lic, but was afraid you would beat her ; and that you 
had fometimes beat her upon that account. 

A. My lord, I have nothing to anfwer to fuch lies ; 
it is as falfe as the Devil is falfe. 

Q. What! have you nothing to fay, Ifaac, to this 
article ? 

A. No, my lord, I never knew my daughter incli- 
nable to be a Roman, and I never did beat her upon that 
account. It is all falfe, and you may order your fecre- 
tary to write down what you pleafe. 

The Twentieth Accusation. 

That in Lent, and other faft days, you caufed your 
family to eat meat, and forbad them to keep any faft days 
that were appointed by the church of Rome, and beat 
them if they did. 

The Answer. 

My lord, thofe are poor accufations, and they are all 
falfe. I thank God my table afforded flefh and fifh all 
the year round ; I never troubled my head to fee what 
the fervants ufed to eat; and as for myfelf, wife, and 
children, we eat meat all the year, without any fcruple 
of confeience. Your lordfhip knows that. 

Q. You Englifh mind nothing but eating and drink- 
ing, andlivingatyoureafe, without doingany penance. 

A. My lord, I beg your pardon, we have fouls to 
be faved as well as other nations. We are born in a 
plentiful country, and I believe we live as well as the 
people of any nation, and ferve God as well. 

O. Your country was a good country formerly ; it 
produced a great many faints, but now it produces no 
fuch thing. 

A. My lord, I believe there are no Taints now, but 
I am perfuaded it produces as many good men as ever 
it did. 

Q. Hold your tongue, you are all loft men ; you are 
all fallen from the holy church, and there is no falvation 
for you if you do not return. 

The Twenty-First Accusation. 

That your children had often been at mafs, and at 
prayers in the neighbourhood, and would have done it 
every day if you would have let them. But you beat 
them, and hindered them being Chriftians, and thereby 
endangered their fouls. 

The Answer. 

My lord, I never knew my children go to mafs or 
prayers in the neighbourhood, or beat them upon that 
account ; I hope God will fave their fouls in the religion 
to which they are brought up ; though the church of 
Rome condemns them. The accufation is falfe. 

Q. Why, you deny every thing almoft. 

A. I deny nothing but what is falfe, my lord. 

Q. Well, but you may forget, Ifaac. 

A. No, my lord, I have nothing elfe to think of ; 
and I do think thefe are very infignificant articles to al- 
lege againft me, if the things were as they fay. But 
they are falfe, and I believe they are fcandalous people 
that have invented them. 

Q. Hold your tongue ! How durft you fpeak 
fo ? 

A. It 
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A. It is very well, my lord, let your fecretary write 
down any thing what you pleafe ; it is all falfe. " 
The Twenty-Second Accusation. 
That living at Lilbon you had fcveral difputes about 
religion, and that you hid yourfelf for fear of being 
taken up by the inquifition as a Jew- 
Come, anfwer; what have you to. fay to this article ? 
It is of confequence. 

The Answer. 
My lord, let your fecretary write down what you 
pleafe ; I have nothing. to anfwer to fuch fcandalous 
reports. God knows that I am no Jew, and your 
lordfllip knows it very well. The Devil has invented 
this to frighten me ; but God, that knows every thing, 
will revenge my caufe. 

Q. Well ! but, Ifaac, you fee what they write againft 
you-; and all your family's names are ancient, and of 
the Mofaical law. 

A. My lord, you have oftentimes reflected upon my 
name being Ifaac, and my fon's name being Abraham, 
but you don't talk of a child that I buried at Malaga, 
whofe name was Peter; and one that I have whole 
name is Barnard, they are faints' names. 
Q. Thofe are all Chriftian names. 
A. And fo are the others, my lord ; we don't mind 
whether we give our children- names out of the Old or 
New Teftament. Bcfides, my lord, neither Abraham, 
nor Ifaac, nor Jacob, were Jews. 

Q. Yes, they were Jews- fure you're miftaken. 
A. . I beg your lordlhip's pardon, I am not miftaken. 
Q. What were they then ? let us hear. 
A. My lord, they were Hebrews; they lived under 
the law of nature, as God infpired, and fpoke to them ; 
but were dead many years before God had given his 
laws to Mofes. 

Q. Hold your tongue, methinks you underftand 
fomething of the Mofaical law. 

A. My lord, thank God, I underftand fome of the 
old and fome of the new laws ; but not fo much as I 
Ihould. We have always the Old and the New Tefta- 
ment in our families, and we read in them to inftruct 
us in our religion. 

Q. Hold your tongue, you give a wrong fenfe to 
fcripture ; your knowing fo much has brought you here ; 
you had better known lefs, and believed the true faith. 

A. My lord, I hope to be faved in what 1 believe ; 
and if at Lifbon I was difputing of religion, it was not 
in defending the laws of Mofes; for feveral Jews were 
burnt whilft I was there ; therefore it proves, my lord, 
that the accufaiion is falfe, and that 1 would not run 
fuch hazards. 

The Twenty-Third Accusation. 
That you bred fchifms among the people, perfuading 
them to turn heretics, and to leave the church of Rome, 
out of which no man can be faved.' 

The Answer. 
I wifh your lordlhip, or any body elfe, would tell me 
whom I perfuaded to change their religion. You may 
accufe me of any thing; hell can't invent greater lies. 
I can't think, my lord, -who could have fent fuch accu- 
fations againft me. When I talked of religion, it was 
generally with clergymen, and not with common people; 
for 1 know that they are not capable of it, as they know 
but little of the matter. 

Q. They know enough, it Is believing that favesus; 
and"you won't believe, but deny almolt every article. — 
Hold your tongue. 

The Twenty-Fourth Accusation. 
That your name being Ifaac, and your Ton's name 
Abraham, you mult be a Jew, or related to Jews. 
The Answer. 
My lord, I have fufficiently anfwered upon this 
matter; this is nothing but repetitions : the Roman- 
Catholics, that are in Holland and Flanders, don't 
much mind whether their children have names out of 
the Old or out of the New Teftament, and I knew a 
man at Malaga, who is a Flanderkin, and a Roman- 
Catholic, whofe name is Jacob. As for my parents, I 
never knew any of them were Jews ; let your fecretary 
write what you pleafe. 
75- 



The Twenty-Fifth Accusation. 

That you offered to difpofe of your houfe, and to 
retire for fear of being taken up by the inquifition. 
The Answer. 

My lord, it is true that I offered to difpofe of my 
houfe, but not for fear of the inquifition,. for I never 
thought it had any thing to do with Englifh Proteftants. 
If I had been afraid of it, I would never have come to 
live in the country : I had opportunities enough to go 
on board of Englifh fhips, and to retire if I had been 
afraid. 

Q. What! then you thought the inquifition had 
nothing to do with the Englifh Proteftants ? You are 
miflaken. 

A. My lord, I fee I am, to my forfow. 

Q. What did you defign to do after you had difpofed 
of your houfe ? 

A. My lord, to go to my own country; for I was 
tired of living abroad, efpecially at Malaga, where I 
could have no reft, but was daily affronted upon the 
account of my religion. 

Q. You have a tongue, that you made ufe of to 
defend yourfelf. 

A. My lord, I could not always bear their infolen- 
cies; but I find they have accomplifhed their defign. 

Q. Well, hold your tongue, you may help yourfelf 
' ftill if you will. 

The Twenty-Sixth Accusation. ' 

That you took all opportunities of making game of 
the religion of the church of Rome. Well ! what have 
you to fay to that ? 

The Answer. 

My lord, I don't deny that; being in company with, 
fome Roman-Catholics, as they have made game of 
my religion, I have made game of their'sj but it was in 
joke, and not in a profane way.. 

Q. Religion ought not to be mocked. 

A. It is very true, my lord ; but I never fcandalized 
them as they did me, upon the account of my re- 
ligion. 

Q. What did they ufually fay to you ? Let's hear. 

A. My lord, you know that the church of Rome 
don't allow the heretics (as you call us) to be faved : in 
our faith we have charity for all men ; we condemn no- 
body. I have oftentimes been told, that I and my fa- 
mily were damned, and that it was impofiible for us to 
be faved. My lord, it is very hard to hear fuch words 
fo often as I have. I fometimes gave them an anfwer 
that they did not like; for I could not always bear what 
they laid. I hope to be faved through God's' mercy, 
as well as they do. 

Q. So, you fay that when they made game of your 
religion, you made game of theirs. Is not that what 
you fay ? 

A. Yes, my lord. 

Q. Well, hold your tongue, you are a fly man ; you 
give what turn you. pleafe- to things, and deny almoft 
every thing: you will repent of this, if you don't take 
care. We have ways to make people confefs who are 
obftinate. Sign thefe papers : thefe are the articles you 

confefs, and thefe are what you deny. But I won't 

believe you ; I have heard of you a long while ago, 
and know now that you are a cunning pernicious man 
againft the Roman-Catholic faith. 

The lawyer then came in, when the inquifitor afked 
him a variety of frivolous queftions ; to which, as 
before, he anfwered, Yes and No, without fo much as 
looking at his luppofed client. 

Mr. Martin being remanded to his dungeon, was fha- 
ved on Whitfun-eve(fhaving is only allowed three times 
a year in the inquifition) ; and the next day one of the 
gaolers gave, him fome frankincenfe to be put into the 
fire, as he was to receive a vifit from the lords of the in- 
quifition. Two of them accordingly came, afked many 
trivial queftions, concluding them, as ufual, with, We 
will do you all the fcrvice we can. Mr.. Martin com- 
plained greatly of their having promifed him a lawyer to 
plead his caufe; when, inftead of a proper perlon, fays 
he, " there was a man that you called a lawyer, but he 
never fpoke to me, nor I to him : if all your lawyers 
10 I are 
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are To quiet in this country, they are the quieteft in the 
world, for he hardly faid any thing but yes and no, to 
what your lordfhip faid." To which one of the inqui- 
fttors gravely replied, " Lawyers are not allowed to fpeak 
here." At this the. gaoler and fccretary went out of the 
dungeon to laugh, and Mr. Martin could fcarce refrain 
from fmiling in their faces, to think that his caufe was 
to be defended by a man, who fcarce dared to open his 
lips. Mr. Martin, fome time after, was ordered to 
drefs himfelf very clean; as foon as he was ready, one 
of the gaolers came and told him, that he.muft go with 
him; but that firft he mud have a handkerchief tied 
about his eyes. This terribly^frightened Mr. Martin, 
who now thought of nothing but the torture. The 
gaoler then led him for fome time, till he heard a voice 
lay. Stop, and pujl off your clothes. He was then ex- 
amined to know if he had been circumcifed, and con- 
fequentty was a Jew. Finding that he had not been 
circumcifed, he was remanded to his dungeon. 

In about a month after he was brought to a room filled 
with a great number of perfons, had a rope put round 
his neck, and was led by it to the altar of the great 
church. Here his fentence was pronounced, which was, 
That for the crimes of which he flood conviQed, the 
lords of the holy office had ordered him to be banifhed 
out of the dominions of Spain, upon the penalty, of 200 
lafhes, and being fent five years to the gallies; and that 
he fhould at prefent receive 200 lafhes through the 
common ftreets of the city of Grenada. 

Now Mr. Martin was fent again to his dungeon that 
night, and the next morning the executioner came, 
flripped him, tied his hands together, put a rope about 
his neck, and led him out of the inquifition. He was 
then iriounted on an afs, and received his 200 lafhes, 
amidft not only the fhouts, but peltings of the people; 
which latter greatly incommoded him. He remained a 
fortnight after this in gaol, his back being very fore al! 
the time; at length he was fent to Malaga, to his great 
joy. Here he was put in gaol for fome days, till he 
could be fent on board an Englifh fhip: which had no 
fooner happened, than news was brought of a rupture 
Between England and Spain, and that fhip, with many 
others, was flopped. Mr. Martin not being confidercd 
as a prifoner of war, was put on board of a Hamburgh 
trader, and his wife and children foon came to him ; 
but he was obliged to put up with the lofs of his cffe&s, 
which had been embezzled by the inquifition: for this, 
however, he thought himfelf amply recompenfed, by 
fetting foot, once more, in his native country. 

The cafe of Mr. Martin was publifhed by the defire 
of, and authenticated by, the right honourable Mr. 
Secretary Craggs, the archbifhop of Canterbury, the 
archbifhop of York, the bifhops of London, Win- 
cheft'er, Ely, Norwich, Sarum, Chichefter, St. Afaph, 
Lincoln, Briflol, Peterborough, Bangor, &c. &c. &c. 



. A ftngular Difcovcry of fome private Enormities of the 
Inquisition. 

HEN the crown of Spain was contefled for in 
the beginning of the prefent century, by two 
princes, who equally pretended to the fovereignty, 
France efpoufed the caufe of one competitor, and Eng- 
land of the other. 

Then the duke of Berwick, a natural fon of James II. 
who abdicated England* commanded the Spanifh and 
French forces, and defeated the Englifh at the celebra- 
ted battle of Almanza. The.army was then divided in- 
to two parts; the one confifting of Spaniards and 
French, headed by the duke of Berwick, advanced to- 
wards Catalonia ; the other body, confifting of French 
troops only, commanded by the duke of Orleans, pro- 
ceeded to the conquell of Arragon. 

When the troops approached the city of Arragon, the 
magilirates came to offer the keys to the duke of Or- 
leans; but he told them, haughtily, they were rebels, 
and that he would not accept the keys, for he had or- 
ders to enter the city through a breach. 



Accordingly he made a breach in the walls with his 
cannon, and then entered the city through it, together 
with his whole army. When he had made every necef- 
fary regulation here, he departed to fubdue o'therplaces, 
leaving a ftrong garrifon, at once to over-awe and de- 
fend, under the command of his lieutenant-general M. 
De Legal. This gentleman, though brought up a Ro- 
man-Catholic, was totally free from fuperflhion: lie 
united great talents with great bravery'; and was, at 
once, the accomplifhed gentleman and Ikilful officer. 

Before his departure, the duke had ordered that 
heavy contributions, in the following manner, fhould be 
levied upon the city. 

1. That the magiftrates and principal inhabitants- 
fhould pay a thoufand crowns per month for the duke'* 
table. 

2. That every houfe fhould pay one pillole, which 
would monthly amount to 18,000 piftoles. 

3. That every convent and monaftery fhould pay a 
donative, proportionable to it's riches and rents. 

The two iafl contributions to be appropriated to the 
maintenance of the army. 

The money levied upon the magilirates and principal 
inhabitants, and upon every houfe, was paid as foon as 
demanded; but when the proper perfons applied to the 
heads of the convents and monafteries, they found that 
the ecclefiaflics were not fo willing, as other people, to 
part from their cafh. 

Of the Donatives to be raifed by the Clergy : 
The college of Jefuits was to pay 2000 piftoles. 

■ Carmelites — tooo 

— — — — — Auguftins — 1000 

Dominicans — 1000 

M. De, Legal fent to the Jefuits a peremptory order to 
pay the money immediately. The fuperior of the 
Jefuits returned for anfwer, that for the clergy to pay 
money to the army was againft all ecclefiaftical immuni- 
ties; and that he knew of no argument which could au- 
thorize fuch a procedure. M. De Legal then fent four 
companies of dragoons to quarter themfelves in the col- 
lege, with this farcaftic meffage: 

" To convince you of the neceffity of paying the 
money, I have fent four fubftantial arguments to your 
college, drawn from the fyftem of military logic ; and, 
therefore, hope you will not need any further admo- 
nition to dire£l your conduEl." 

The Jefuits, greatly perplexed at thefe proceedings, 
difpatched an exprefs to court to the king's confeffor, 
who was of their order; but the dragoons were much 
more expeditious in plundering and doing mifchief, 
than the courier in his journey : fo that the Jefuits, fee- 
ing every thing going to rack and ruin, thought proper 
to adjuft the matter amicably, and paid the money be- 
fore the return of the mefTenger. The Auguftins and 
Carmelites taking warning by what had happened to the 
Jefuits, prudently went and paid the money, and by that 
means efcaped the fludy of military arguments, and of 
being taught logic by the dragoons. 

On the other hand, the Dominicans, who are all fa- 
miliars of, or agents dependent on the inquifition, ima- 
gined, that that very circumflance would be their pro- 
tection; but they were miftaken, for M. De Legal nei- 
ther feared nor refpefted the inquifition. The chief 
of the Dominicans fent word to the military commander, 
that his order was poor, and had not any money what- 
ever to pay the donative j for, fays he, the whole 
wealth of the Dominicans confifts only in the filver 
images of the apoftles and faints, as large as life,which 
are placed in our church, and which to remove would 
be accounted facrilege. 

This infinuation was meant to terrify the French com- 
mander, whom the inquifitors imagined would not daic 
to be fo prophane as to wifh for the poffeffion of the 
precious idols. 

However, he fent word that' the filver images would 
make admirable fubflitutes for money, and would be 
more in character in his pofTeffion, than in that of the 
Dominicans themfelves, " For, fays he, while you pof~ 
fefs 
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fefs them, in the manner you do at prefent, they Hand 
up in niches, ufelefs and motionlers, without being of 
the leaft benefit to mankind in general, or even to your- 
felves; but, when they come into my pofleflion, they 
(hall be ufeful, I will put them in motion; fori intend 
to have them coined, when they may travel like the 
apoftles, be beneficial in various places, and circulate 
for the univerfal fervice of mankind." 

Now the inquifitors were aftonifhed at this treatment, 
which they never expected to receive, even from crown- 
ed heads; they therefore determined to deliver their 
precious images in a folemn procefilon, that they might 
excite the people to an infurrection. The dominican 
friars were accordingly ordered to march to De Legal's 
houfe, with the filver apoftles and faints, in a mournful 
manner, having lighted tapers with them, and bitterly 
crying all the way, Herefy, herefy. 

When M. De Legal heard of thefe proceedings, he 
ordered four companies of grenadiers to line the ftreet 
•which led to his houfe; each grenadier was ordered to 
have his loaded fuzee in one hand, and a lighted taper 
in the other; fothat the troops might either repel force 
•with force, or do honour to the farcical ceremony. 

The friars did all they could to raife a tumult, but 
the common people were too much afraid of the troops 
under arms to obey them; the filver images were, there- 
fore, of neceflity, delivered up to M. De Legal, who 
feht them to the mint, and ordered them to be imme- 
diately coined. 

As the project of raifing an infurrection failed, the 
inquifitors determined to excommunicate M. De Le- 
gal, unlefs he would releafe their precious filver faints 
from imprifonment in the mint, before they were melted 
down, or otherwife mutilated. The French com- 
mander abfolutely refufed to releafe the images, but 
faid they (hould certainly travel and do good; upon 
•which the inquifitors drew up the form of excommuni- 
cation, and ordered their fecretary to go and read it to 
M. De Legal. 

This commiffion the fecretary punctually performed, 
and read the excommunication deliberately and diflincl- 
ly. The French commander heard it with great pa- 
tience, and politely told the fecretary he would anfwer 
it next day. 

As foon as the fecretary of the inquifition was gone, 
M. De Legal ordered his own fecretary to prepare a 
form of excommunication, exactly like that fent by the 
inquifition; but to make this alteration, inftead of his 
name, to put in thofe of the inquifitors. 

The next morning he ordered four regiments under 
arms, and commanded them to accompany his fecretary 
and aft according to his direction. 

The fecretary went to the inquifition, and infilled up- 
on admittance; which, after a great deal of altercation, 
was granted. As foon as he entered, he read, in an au- 
dible voice, the excommunication fent by M. De Legal, 
againft the inquifitors. The inquifitors were all prefent, 
and heard it with aftonifhment, never having before met 
with any individual who dared behave fo bold. They 
loudly cried out againft De Legal, as an heretic; 
and faid this was a moft daring infult againft the catho- 
lic faith. But, to furprife them ftill more, the French 
fecretary told them, they muft remove from their pre- 
fent lodgings; for the French commander wanted to 
quarter the troops in the inquifition, as it was the moft 
commodious place in the whole city. 

Hereupon the inquifitors exclaimed loudly, when 
the fecretary put them under a ftrong guard, and fent 
them to a place appointed by M. De Legal to receive 
them. The inquifitors, finding how things went, beg- 
ged that they might be permitted to take their private 
property, which was granted, and they immediately 
fet out for Madrid, where they made the moft bitter 
complaints to the king; but the monarch told them, 
he could not grant them any redrefs, as the injuries they 
had received were from his grandfather, the king of 
France's troops, by whofe affillance alone he could be 
firmly eftablilhed in his kingdom. " Had it been my 
own troops, faid he, I would have puniflied them; but 
as it is, 1 cannot pretend to exert any authority." 



M. De Legal's fecretary, in the mean time, fetopen all 
the doors of the inquifition, and releafed the prifoners, 
who amounted in the whole to 400 ; and among thefe 
were 60 beautiful young women, who appeared to form 
a feragliofor the three principal inquifitors. 

Now this difcovery, which laid the enormity of the 
inquifitors fo open, greatly alarmed the archbifhop, 
who defired M. De Legal to fend the women to his pa- 
lace, and he would ,take proper care of them ; and at 
the fame time he publifhed an ecclefiaflical cenfure 
againft all fuch as fhould ridicule, or blame, the holy 
office of the inquifition. 

Word was fent by the French commander to the 
archbifhop, that the prifoners had either ran away, or 
were fo fecurely concealed by their friends, or even by 
his own officers, that it was impofiible for him to fend 
them back again; and, therefore, the inquifition having 
committed fuch atrocious action?, muft now put up with 
their expofure and fhame. . 

One of the ladies thus happily delivered from capti- 
vity, was afterwards married to the very French officer, 
who opened the door of her dungeon, and releafed her 
from confinement. This lady related thefollowing cir- 
cumftances to her hufband, and.to M. GaVin (author of 
the Mafter Key to Popery) ; from the latter of whom, we 
have felected the moft material particulars, which are 
as follow. 

" I went one day, fays the lady, with my mother, to 
vifit the countefs Attarafs, and I met there .Don Fran- 
cifco Tirregon, her confeftor, and fecond inquifitor of 
the holy office. 

" After we had drank chocolate, he afked me my age, 
my confeffor's name, and many intricate queftions about 
religion. The feverity of his countenance frightened 
mt, which he perceiving, told the countefs. to, inform 
me, that he was not fo fevere as he looked for. He then 
carefled me in a moft obliging manner, preferred his 
hand, which I kilTed with great reverence and modefty ; 
and, as he went away, he made ufe of this remarkable 
exprefiion: My dear child, I fhall remember you till 
the next time. I did not, at the timej mark the fenfe 
of the words; for I was inexperienced in matters of 
gallantry, being, at that time, but fifteen years old. 
Indeed, he unfortunately did remember me, for the 
very fame night, when our whole family were in bed, 
we heard a great knocking at the door. 

" The maid, who laid in the fame room with me, went 
to the window, and inquired who was there. — The an- 
fwer was, The Holy Inquisition. On hearing this I 
fcreamed out, Father! father! dear father, I am ruined 
for ever! My father got up, and came to me to know 
the occafion of my crying out; I told him the inquifi- 
tion were at the door. On hearing this, inftead of pro- 
tecting me, he hurried me down flairs as fall as poffible ; 
and, left the maid fhould be too flow, opened the ftreet 
door himfelf; under fuch abjeaan'd flavifh fears are bi- 
goted minds! as foon as he knew they came forme, he 
fetched me with great folemnity, and delivered me to 
the officers with much fubmilfion. 

" I was hurried into a coach, with no other clothing 
than a petticoat and a mantle, for they would not let me 
flay to take any thing elfe. My fright was fo great, I 
expefted to die that very night; but judge my furprife, 
when I was ufhered into an apartment, decorated with all 
the elegance that tallc.united with opulence,could bettow. 

" Soon after the officers left me, a maid fervant appear- 
ed with a filver falver, on which were fweet-meats and 
cinnamon water. She defired me to take fome refrelh- 
ments before I went to bed; I told her I could not, but 
'fliould be glad if fhe could inform me whether I was to 
be put to death that night or not. To be put to death! 
exclaimed fhe, you do not come here to be put to 
death, but to live like a princefs, and you fhall want for 
nothing in the world, but the liberty of going out; fo 
pray don't be afraid, but go to bed and fleep eafy; for 
to-morrow you fhall fee wonders within this houfe; and 
as I am chofen to be your waiting-maid, I hope you'll 
be very kind to me." 

" I was going to alk fome queftions, but file told me 
[he muft not anfwer any thing more till the next day, 
but 
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but affured me that nobody would come to difturb me: 
I am going, faid {he, about a little bufinefs, but 
I will come back prefently, 'for my bed is in the clofet - 
next your's- fo (he left me for about a quarter of an 
hour, and then returned. She then faid, madam, pray 
let me, know when you will be pleafed to have your 
chocolate ready in the morning? 

" This greatly furprifed me, fo that without replying 
to her qucftjon, I allied her name; — {he faid, my name 
is Mary.' Mary, then, faid I, for heaven's fake, tell 
rne whether I am brought here to die or not? — I have 
told you already, replied {lie, that you come here to 
be one of the happieft ladies in the world. 

" Now we went to bed, but the fear of death prevented 
me, from fleeping the whole night; Mary waked, {he 
was furprifed to find rhe up, but foon role, and after 
leaving me for about half an hour, {he brought in two 
cups of chocolate, and fome bifcuits on a.filver plate. 

" I drank one cup of chocolate, and defired her to 
drink the other, which me did; when we had done, I 
faid, Well, Mary, can you give me any account of the 
reafons for my being brought here? To which fhe an- 
fwered; Not yet, madam, you muft have patience, and 
immediately flipped out of the room. 

" In about half an hour after, {he brought a great quan- 
tity of elegant clothes, fuitable to a lady of the higheft 
ra.nk, and told me, I muft drefs myfelf. Among feveral 
trinkets which accompanied the clothes, I obferved, 
with furprife, a fnuff-box, in the lid of which was a 
picture of Don Francifco Tirregon. This unravelled 
to me the myftery of my confinement, and at the fame 
time rouzed my imagination to contrive how to evade 
receiving the prefent. If I abfolutely refufed it, I 
thought immediate death muft enfue; and to accept it, 
was giving him too much encouragement againft my 
honour. At length I hit upon. a medium, and faid to 
Mary, Pray prefent my refpefts to Don Francifco Tir- 
regon, and tell him, that, as I could not bring my clothes 
along with me laft night, modefty permits me to accept 
of thefe garments, which are requifite* to keep trie de- 
cent ; but fince I do not take fnuff, I hope his lordlhip 
will excufe me in not accepting his box. 

"Mary went with my anfwer, and foon returned with 
Don Francifco's picture elegantly fet in gold, and richly 
embellilhed with diamonds. This menage accompanied 
it : " That his lordfhip had made a miftake ; his intent 
not being to fend me a fnuff-box, but his picture." I 
■was at a great lofs what to do ; when Mary faid, Pray, 
madam, take my poor advice ; accept of the picture, 
and every thing elfe which bis lordlhip fends you ; for 
if you do not, he can compel you to what he pleafes, 
and put you to death when he thinks proper, without any 
body being able to defend you. But if you are obliging 
to him, continued fhe, he will be v.ery kind, and you 
will be as happy as a queen ; you will have elegant apart- 
ments to live in, beautiful gardens to range in, and 
agreeable ladies to vifit you: therefore, I advife you to 
fend a civil anfwer, or even not to deny a vifit from his 
lordfhip, or perhaps you may repent of your dil- 
refpect. 

" O, my God I exclaimed I, muft I facrifice my ho- 
nour to my fears, and give up my virtue to his delpotic 
power? Alas! what can I do? To refift, is vain. If I 
oppofe his defires, force will obtain what chaftity re-- 
fufes. I now fell into the greateft agonies, and told 
Mary to return what anfwer {he thought proper. 

" She faid, {he was glad of my humble fubmiffion, and 
ran to acquaint Don Francifco with it. In a few mi- 
nutes {he returned, with joy in her countenance, telling 
me his lordfhip would honour me with his company to 
fupper. "And now give me leave, madam, fays fhe, 
to call you miftrefs, for I am to wait upon you. 1 have 
been in the holy office 14 years, and know all the cuf- 
toms perfe&ly well; but as filence is impofed upon me, 
under pain of death, I can only anfwer fuch queftions as 
immediately relate to your own perfon. But I would 
advife you never to oppofe the holy father's will ; or if 
you fee any young ladies about, never afk them any 
queftions. You may divert yourfelf fomctimes among 
them, but muft never tell them any thing: three days 



hence you will dine with them; and at all times you 
may have mufic, and oilier recreations. In (inc. you 
will be fo h appy, that you will not wi{h to go' abroad ; 
and when your time is expired, the holy fathers will 
fend you out of this country, and marry you to fome 
nobleman." After faying thefe words {lie left me, over- 
whelmed with aftoiiilhment, and fcarce knowing what 
to think. As loon as I recovered myfelf I began to 
look about, and finding a clofet, I opened it, and per- 
ceived that it was filled with- books: they were chiefly 
upon hiftorical and profane fubjects, but not any on re- ' 
ligious matters. I chofe out a book of hiltory, and fo 
pafled the interval with fome degree of fatisfaction, till 
dinner time. • ■ 

" Dinner was ferved up with the greateft elegance, 
and confiHed of all that could gratify the molt luxurious 
appetite. When dinner was over, Mary left me, and 
told me, if I wanted any thing I might ring a bell, 
which file pointed out to me. ■ 

" I read a book to am'ufe my felf during the afternoon, 
and at feven in the evening Don Francifco came to vifit 
me in his night gown and cap, not with the gravity of 
an inquifitor, but with the gaiety'of a gallant. 

" He faluted me with great refpect, and told me, That 
he came to fee me in order to fhew the great refpect he 
had for my family, and to inform me, that it was my lo- 
vers who had procured my confinement, having accufed 
me in matters of religion ; and that the informations 
were taken, and thcientence pronounced againft me, to 
be burnt alive in a dry pan, with a gradual fire ; but that 
he, out of pity and love to my family, had (lopped the 
execution of it. ■ 

" Thefe words were like daggers to my heart; I drop- 
ped at his feet, and laid, " Ah, my lord! have you {top- 
ped the execution for ever?" He replied, " That be- 
longs to yourfelf only," and abruptly wifhed me good 
night. 

" When he was gone I burft into tears, when Mary 
came and alked what could make me cry fo bitterly. To 
which' 1 anfwered, Oh, Mary I what is the meaning of 
the dry pan and gradual fire? for I am to die by them. 

" Alas, madam, faid flic, never fear, you fhall fee, ere 
long, the dry pan and gradual fire; but they are made 
for thofe who oppofe the holy father's will, not for you 
who are fo good as to obey it. But pray, laid {he, was 
Don Francifco very obliging? I don't know, faid I, for 
he frightened me out of my wits by his difcourfe: he 
faluted me with civility, but left me in an abrupt 

" Well, faid Mary, you do not yet know his tempers 
he is extremely obliging to them that are kind to him ; 
but if they are difobedient, he is as unmerciful as Nero, 
fo, for your own fake, take care to oblige him in all re- 
fpects : and now, dear madam, pray go to fupper and 
be eafy. I went to fupper, indeed, and afterwards to 
bed ; but I could neither eat or fleep, for the thoughts 
of the dry pan and gradual fire deprived me of appetite, 
and banifhed drowfinefs. 

" The next morning early, Mary faid; that as nobody 
was ftirring, if I would promifc her fecrecy, flic would 
{hew me the dry pan and gradual fire; fo taking me 
down ftairs, {lie brought me to a large room, with a 
thick iron door, which fhe opened. Within it was an 
oven, with fire in it at the time, and a large brafs pan 
upon it, with a cover of the fame, and a lock to it. I a 
the next room there was a great wheel, covered on both 
fides with thick boards; opening a little window in the 
centre, Mary defired me to look in with a candle; there 
I faw all the circumference of the wheel fet with fliarp 
razors, which made me fhudder. 

" Mary then took me to a pit, which wasfull of vene- 
mous animals. On my expreffing great horror at the 
fight, file faid, " Now, my good miftrefs,' I II tell you 
the ufe of thefe things. The dry pan is for heretics, 
and thofe who oppofe the holy father's will and pleafure j 
they are putalive into thepan, being firfl (tripped naked; 
and the cover being locked down, the executioner be- 
gins to put a fmall fire into the oven, and by degrees 
he augments it, till the body is reduced to allies. The 
wheel is defigned for thofe who fpeak againft the pope. 
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or the holy fathers of the inquifition ; for they are put 
into that machine through the little door, which is locked 
after them, and then the wheel is turned fwifily, till 
they are all cut to pieces. The pit is for thofe who 
contemn the images, and refufe to give proper re- 
fpeEt to ecclefiaftical perfons ; for they are thrown 
into the pit, and fo become the food of poifonous 

" We went back again to my chamber, and Mary 
faid, that another day (he would (hew me the torments 
deiigned for.othertranfgrelfors; but I was in fuchagonies 
at what I had feen, that I begged to be terrified with no 
more fuch fights. She foon after left me, but not with- 
out enjoining my ftrift obedience to Don Francifco; 
for if you do not comply with his will, lays (lie, the 
dry pan and gradual fire will be your fate. 

" The horrors which the fight of thefe things, and 
Mary's expreflions, imprefied on my mind, almoft be- 
reaved me of my fenfes, and left me in fuch a Hate of 
llupefa&ion, that I feemed to have no manner of will of 
my own. 

" The next morning Mary faid, now let me drefs you 
as nice as poflible, for you mult go and with Don Fran- 
cifco good-morrow, and breakfaft with him. When 
I was drelfed, Ihe conveyed me through a gallery into 
his apartment, where I found that he was in bed. He 
ordered Mary to withdraw, and to ferve up breakfaft in 
about two hours time. When Mary was gone, he com- 
manded me to undrefs myfelf, and come to bed to him. 
The manner in which he fpoke, and the dreadful ideas 
■with which my mind was filled, fo terribly frightened 
me, that I pulled off my clothes, without knowing 
what I did, and Hepped into bed, infenfible of the in- 
decency I was tranfafting: fo totally had the care of 
felf-prefervation abforbed all my other thoughts, and fo 
entirely were the ideas of delicacy obliterated by the 
force of terror ! 

" Thus, to avoid the dry pan, did I entail upon my- 
felf perpetual infamy ; and to efcape the fo much dread- 
ed gradual fire, give myfelf up to the flames of lull. 
Wretched alternative, where the only choice is an ex- 
cruciating death, or everlafting pollution ! 

Mary came at the expiration of two hours, and ferv- 
id us with chocolate in the mod fubmiflive manner ; 
for Ihe kneeled down by the bed-fide to prefent it. 
When I was drefled, Mary took me into a very delight- 
ful apartment, which I had never yet feen. It was fur- 
nifhed with the mod coftly elegance j but what gave me 
the greateft aftonifhment was, the- profpecl from it's 
windows, of a beautiful garden, and a fine meandering 
river. Mary told me, that the young ladies (he had 
mentioned would come to pay their compliments 
to me before dinner, and begged me to remem- 
ber her advice, in keeping a prudent guard over my 
tongue. 

" In a few minutes a great number of very beautiful 
young ladies, richly drefled, entered the room, and fuc- 
ceflively embracing me, wiflied me joy. I was fo fur- 
prifed, that I was unable to anfwer their compliments; 
which one of the ladies perceiving, faid, " Madam, 
the folitudc of this place will affea you in the begin- 
ning, but when you begin to feel the pleafures and 
amufements you may enjoy, you will quit thofe penfive 
thoughts. We, at prefent, beg the honour of you to 
dine with us to-day, and henceforward three days in a 
week." I returned them fuitable thanks in general 
terms, and fo went to dinner, in which the moll exqui- 
fite and favory diflies, of various kinds, were ferved 
up with the moft delicate and pleafant fruits and fweet- 
meats. The room was long, with two tables on each 
fide, and a third in the front. I reckoned fifty-two 
young ladies, the eldeft not exceeding twenty-four years 
of age. There were five maid fervants, befides Mary 
to wait upon us ; but Mary confined her attention to me 
alone. After dinner we retired to a capacious gallery, 
where fome played on mufical inftruments, a few di- 
verted themfelves with cards, and the reft amufed them- 
felves with walking about. Mary, at length, entered 
the gallery, and faid, Ladies, this is a day of recreation, 
and fo you may go into whatever rooms you pleafe, till 
eight o'clock in the evening. 



" They unanimoufly agreed to adjourn to my apart- 
ment. Here we found a moll elegant cold collation, of 
which all the ladies partook, and pafled the time in in- 
nocent converfation, and harmlefs mirth : but none 
mentioned a word concerning the inquifition, or the 
holy fathers, or gave the leaft diftant hint concerning 
the caufe of their confinement. 

" At eight o'clock Mary rang a bell, which was a 
fignal for all to retire to their refpe£Vive apartments, 
and I was conducted to the chamber of Don Francifco, 
where I flept. 

" The next morning Mary brought me a richer drefs 
than any I had yet had ; and as loon as I retired to 
my apartment, all the ladies came to wifli me good- 
morning, drefled much richer than the preceding day. 
We palled the time till eight o'clock- in the evening, in 
much the fame manner as we had done the day before. 
At that time the bell rung, the, reparation took place, 
and I was conduaed to Don Francifco's chamber. 
The next morning I had a garment richer than the laft, 
and they accoited me in apparel ftill more fumptuous 
than before. The tranfafclions of the two former days 
were repeated on the third, and the evening concluded 
in a fimilar manner. 

" On the fourth morning Mary came into Don Fran- 
cifco's chamber, and told me I mull immediately rife, 
for a lady wanted me in her own chamber. She fpoke 
with a kind of authority which furprifed me ; but as 
Don Francifco did not fpeak a fyllable, I got up and 
obeyed. Mary then conveyed me into a difmal dungeon, 
not eight feet in length ; and faid, fternly, tome, This 
is your room, and this lady your bed-fellow and compa- 
nion. At which word Ihe bounced out of the room, 
and left me in the utmoft confternation. 

" After remaining a confiderable time in the moft 
dreadful agonies, tears came to my relief, and I ex- 
claimed, " What is this place, dear lady ! Is it a fcene 
of enchantment, or is it a hell upon earth ? Alas ! I 
have loft my honour, and my foul for ever 1" 

" The lady took me by the hand, and faid, in a Sym- 
pathizing tone of voice, " Dear filler (for this is the 
name I ftiall henceforth give you) forbear to cry and 
grieve, for you can do nothing by filch an extravagant 
behaviour, but draw upon yourfelf a cruel death. 
Your misfortunes, and thofe of all the ladies you have 
feen, are exaQly of a piece : you fuffer nothing but 
what we have fuffered before you ; but we dare not ftiew 
our grief, for fear of greater evils. Pray take courage, 
and hope in God, for he will furely deliver us from this 
hellilh place ; but be fure you difcover no uneafinefs 
before Mary, who is the only inftrument either of our 
torments, or comfort. Have patience until we go to 
bed, and then I will venture to tell you more of the 
matter. 

" My perplexity and vexation were ine^preflible ; 
but my new companion, whofe name was Leonora, pre- 
vailed on me to difguife my uneafinefs from Mary. I 
diflembled tolerably well when flie came to bring our 
dinners; but could not help remarking, inmyownmind, 
the difference between this repaft, and thofe I had be- 
fore partook of. This confifted only of plain, common 
food, and of that a fcanty allowance, with only one 
plate, and one knife and fork for us both, which Ihe 
took away as foon as we had dined. 

" When we were in bed, Leonora was as good as 
her word; and upon my folemn promife of fecrecy, 
thus began to open her mind to me : " My dear fitter, 
you think your cafe very hard, but, I alfure you,, all 
the ladies in the houfe have gone through the fame. I n 
time you will know all their ftories, as they hope to 
know your's. I fuppofe Mary has been the chief in- 
ftrument of your fright, as - fhe hals been of our's ; 
and I warrant flie has fhewn you fome horrible 
places, though not all : and that, at the very thought 
of them, you were fo terrified, that you chofe the fame 
way we have done, to redeem yourfelf from death. By 
what hath happened to us, we know that Don Francifco 
hath been your Nero, your tyrant; for the three colours 
of clothes are the diftinguilhing tokens of the three holy 
fathers. The red filk belongs to Don Francifco, the 
blue to Don Guerrero, and the green to Don Aliaga -. 
10 K and 
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and they always give thofe colours (after the farce of 
changing garments, and the fhort-livcd recreations are 
over) to thofe ladies whom they bring here for their 
refpeaive ufes. We are Itriclly commanded to cxprel's 
all the demonltrations of joy, and to be very merry for 
three days, when a young lady fir ft comes amongft us, as 
we did with you, and as you mult now do with others. 
But afterwards we live like the moll wretched prifoncrs, 
without feeing any body but Mary, and the other maid- 
fervants, over whom Mary hath a kind of fuperiority, 
for (lie ads as houfe-kccper. We all dine in the great 
hall three days in a week ; and when any one of the in- 
quifitors hath a mind for one of his (laves, Mary comes 
about nine o'clock, and leads her to bis apartment. 
Some nights Mary leaves the doors of our chambers 
open, and that is a token that one of die inquifitors hath 
a mind to come that night ; but he comes ft. filent, that 
we are ignorant whether he is our patron or not. If 
one of us happens to be with child, lhe is removed into 
a better chamber till (he is delivered ; .but during the 
whole of her pregnancy, Ihe never fees any body but 
the peifon appointed to attend her. As foon as the 
child is born it is taken away, and carried we know not 
whither ; for we never hear a' fyllable mentioned about 
it afterwards. I have been in this houl'e fix years, was 
not fourteen when the o'.riccrs took me from my father's 
houfe, and have had one child. There arc, at this pre- 
fent time, fifty-two young ladies in the houfe ; but we 
annually lofe fix or eight, though we know not what be- 
comes of them, or whither they are fci\t. This, how- 
ever, does not diminifli our number, for new ones are 
always brought in to fupply the place of thofe who are 
removed from hence ; and I remember, at one time, to 
have feen feventy-three ladies here together. Our 
continual torment is to rcfle£l that when they are tired 
of any of the ladies, they certainly put to death thofe 
they pretend to fend away ; for it is natural to think, 
that they have too much policy to fuffcr their atrocious 
and infernal villanies to be difcovcred, by enlarging 
them. Hence our fituation is mifeiable indeed, and 
■we have only to pray that the Almighty will pardon 
thofe crimes, which we are compelled to commit. 
Therefore, my dear fifter, arm yourfelf with patience,' 
for that is the only palliative to give you comfort, and 
put a firm confidence in the providence of Almighty 
God." 

" This dtfcourfe of Leonora greatly affeCled me; but 
I found every thing to be as (lie told me in the cottrfe of 
time, and I took care to appear as cheerful as poilible 
before Mary. In this manner I continued eighteen 
months, during which time eleven ladies were taken 
from the houl'e; but in lieu of them we got nineteen 
new ones, which made our number ju't lixty, at the 
time we were fo happily relieved by the French officers, 
and providentially reltored to the joys of I'ocicty, and 
to the arms of our patents and friends, 
v «« On that happy day, the door of my dungeon was 
opened by the gentleman who is now my hulband, who; 
with the utmoft expedition, fent both Leonora and me 
to bis father's; and (("oon'after the campaign was over) 
when he returned home, he thought proper to make 
me his wife, in which fituation I enjoy a recompeuce 
for all the miferies I before fullered." 

How evident it is, from the foregoing narrative that 
the inquifitors are a let of libidinous villains, loft to 
everyjultideaof religion, and totally dcftitutc of hu- 
manity. Thofe who poffefs wealth, beauty, or li beral 
fentiments, . are fure to find enemies in them.. Avarice, 
luft, and prejudice, are their ruling paffions ; and they 
facrifice every law, human and divine, to gratify their 
predominant defire. Their fuppofed piety is affeaation ; 
their pretended companion hypocrify ; their jufticc de- 
pends on their will ; and their equitable punifhments 
are founded on their prejudices. None arc fecure from 
them; all ranks fall equally viaims to their pride, their 
avarice, their averfion, or their power. 

It may appear ftrange to many, that crowned heads, 
and eminent nobles, have not attempted to crufli the 
power of the inquilition, and reduce the authority of 



thofe ecclefiaftical tyrants, from whofe mercilefs fangs 
neither their families nor themlelves are fafe. 

However, altonifhing as it is, fuperltition hath, in 
this cafe, always overcome common fenfe, and cuftom 
operated againlt reafon. One prince, indeed, which, 
was Don Cailos, the amiable ion of Philip the Second, 
king of Spain, and grandfon of the celebrated emperor 
Charles V. intended to abolilh the inquifition, but he 
loft his life before he became king, and confequently 
before he had the power fo to do ; for the very inti- 
mation ofhis'dcfign procured his deftruaion. 

This Don Carlos pofiefled all the good qualities of 
his grandfather, without any of the bad ones of his 
•father; and was a prince of great vivacity, admirable 
.learning, and the molt amiable dil'pofition. He had 
fenfe enough to fee into the errors of Popery, and ab- 
horred the very name of the inquifition. He inveighed 
publicly againft the institution, ridiculed the affc*aed 
piety of the inquifitors, did all he could to expofc their 
atrocious deeds, and even declared, that if he ever 
came to the crown, he would abolilh the iuquifition, 
and exterminate all the agents thereof. 

Such threats were fufficient to irritate the inquifitors 
againft the prince : they, accordingly, bent their minds 
to vengeance, and determined (3n his deftruttion. 

Now the inquifitors employed all their agents and 
emiffinies to I'pread abroad the molt artful infinuations 
againft the prince; and, at length, railed fuch a fpirit 
ot dilcontent among the people, that the king was under 
the neceffity of removing Don. Carlos from court. 
Not content with this, they purfued even his friends, 
and obljged the king likewife to banilh Don John, duke 
of Atidria, his own brother, and confequently uncle to 
the prince s together with the prince of Parma, nephew 
to the king, and coufin to the prince, becanfe they well 
knew that both the. duke of Aulttia, and the prince of 
Parma, had a molt iincere and inviolable attachment 
to Don Carlos. 

A (Imn. time after, the prince having fliewn great 
lenity and favour to the Protectants in the Netherlands, 
the inquifition lomily exclaimed againft him, declaring, 
that as the perl'ons in queltion were heretics, the prince 
himfelf inuft neceffarily be one, fince he gave them 
countenance. In Ihort, they gained fo great an afcen- 
dancy over the mind of the king, who was abfolutely a 
fldve to fuperltition, that, (hocking to relate, he 1'acri- 
ficed the feelings of nature to the force of bigotry, and 
for fear of incurring the anger of the inquifition, gave 
up his only fon, pairing the fentence of death on him 
with his own lips. 

Indeed, the prince had what was termed an indul- 
gence ; that is, he was permitted to chufe the manner 
of his death. Roman like, the unfortunate young hero 
chofe bleeding, and the hot bath j when the veins of his 
arms and legs being opened, he expired gradually, fal- 
ling a martyr to the malice of the inquifitors, and his 
father's ftupid bigotry. 



The cruel Persecution of Dr. yEoimo. 

DR. ,/EGIDIO was educated at the univerfity of 
Alcala, where he took his feveral degrees, and 
particularly applied himfelf to the ftudy of the (acred 
(captures and fchool divinity. The profeffor of theo- 
logy dying, he was eleBed into his place, and a6tcd 
fa- much to the fatisfaaion of every one, that his repu- 
tation for learning and piety was throughout Europe 
declared. 

The doaor however had his enemies, and thefe laid 
a complaint againft him to the inquifitors, who fent him 
a citation, and when he appeared to it, caft him into a. 
dungeon. 

Now as the greateft part of thofe who belonged to the 
cathedral church at Seville, and many pcrfons belonging 
to the hifhopric of Dortois, highly approved of the doc- 
trines of jEgidio, which they thought perfeaiy confo- 
nant with true religion, they petitioned the emperor in 
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his behalf. Though the monarch had been educated a 
Roman-Catholic, he had too much fenfe to be a bigot; 
and therefore tent .an immediate order for his libera- 

11 Soon after, he vifited the church of Valladolid, did 
every thing he could to promote the caul'e of religion, 
and returning home he foon after fell fick, and died in 
an extreme old age. 

Now the inquifitors having been difappointed of gra- 
tifying their malice againft him, while living, determined 
(as the emperor's Whole thoughts were engrofled by a 
military expedition) to wreak their vengeance on him 
-when dead. Therefore, foon after he was buried, they 
ordered his remains to be dug out of the grave ; and a 
legal procefs being carried on, they were condemned 
to be burnt, which was accordingly ' 



An Account of the Pe r s ec u t i o n of Dr. Con st a n t i n e. 

DR. CONSTANTINE, an intimate acquaintance 
of the already mentioned Dr. /Egidio, was a man 
of uncommon natural abilities and profound learning; 
exclufive of feveral modern tongues, he was acquainted 
vith the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, and pcr- 
feaiy well knew not only the fciences called abltrule, 
but thofe arts which come under the denomination of 
polite literature. 

The doaor's eloquence rendered him apleafing, and 
the foundnefs of his doarincs a profitable preacher ; 
and he was fo popular, that he never preached but to a 
crowded audience. He had many opportunities of 
Tiling in the church, but never would take advantage of 
them ; for if a living of greater value than his own was 
offered him, he would rel'ufe it, faying, I am content 
•with what I have; and he frequently preached fo forcibly 
againft fiuiony, that many of his fuperiors, who were not 
fo delicate upon the fubjecl, took umbrage at his doc- 
trines upon that fcore. 

When fully confirmed in Proteftantifm by Dr. 
jEgidio, he preached boldly Rich doarines only as were 
agreeable to gofpel purity, and-uncontaminated by the 
errors which had at various times crept into the Romifh 
church. For thefe reafons he had many enemies among 
the Roman-Catholics, and fome of them were deter- 
mined on his utter ruin. 

One Scobaria, a worthy gentleman, having ereBed 
afchool for divinity leaures, appointed Dr. Conttan- 
tine to be reader therein. He immediately undertook 
the tafk, and read leaures, by portions, on the Pro- 
verbs Ecclefiaftes, and Canticles; but whrle beginning 
to expound the book of Job, the inquifitors feized 

1,1 When brought to examination, he akwered with fuch 
precaution that they could not find any explicit charge 
atainlt him, but remained doubtful in what manner to 
proceed, when the following circumftances occurred, 
•which ferved for a falvo : 

The doBor had depofited with a woman, named 
Ifabella Martin, feveral books, which to him were very 
valuable, but which he knew were exceptionable in the 
eyes of the inquifition. . 

Being informed againft as a Proteftant, this woman 
was apprehended, and, after a fmall procefs, her goods 
were ordered to be contifcated. Previous, however, 
to the officers coming to her houfe, the woman's Ion 
had removed away feveral chefts full of the molt 
valuable articles; and among thefe were the books of 
• Dr. Conftantine. . . 

But a treacherous fervant having given intelligent 
of this to the inquifitors, an officer was d.fpatchcd u 
the fon to demand the chelts. The fori, fuppof.ng the 
officer only came for Conltantine's books, faid, I know 



what you come f-.., - 

mediately. He then fetched Dr. Canftant, 
and papers, when the officer was greatly furpn ed to 
find what he did not look for. He, however, told the 
young man, that he was glad thefe books and papers 
werefroduced, but nevertbelels he mult fulfil the end 



>nd I will fetch them to you ii 



; commiflion, which was, to carry him and the goods 
id embezzled before the inquifitors, which he did 
accordingly ; for the young man knew it. would be in 
in to expoltulate or refill, and therefore fubniilted 
his fate with quietnefs. 

When the inquifitors were thus poffefTed of Conftan- 
ic's books and writings, they foon found matter fuf- 
ient to form charges againlt him. When he was 
brought to a re-examination, they prefented one of his 
papers, and a Iked him if he knew the hand-writing? 
Perceiving it was his own, he guefled the whole matter, 
nfeffed the writing, and jultified the doadne it con- 
ned; faying, " In that and all my other writings, I 
have never departed from the truth of the gofpel, but 
ve always kept in view the pure precepts of Chrift, 
he delivered them to mankind." 
Having been detained upwards of two years in prifon, 
Dr. Conltantine was at lalt feized with a bloody flux, 
which put an end to his miferies in this world. The 
procefs, however, was carried on againft his body, 
which was publicly burnt at the enfuing Auto de Fe. 



An Account of Mr. Nicho 



on V Martyrdom* 



MR. BURTON was a merchant of London, who 
traded into Spain. Being at Cadiz, a familiar 
of the inquifition called upon him one day at his lodg- 
ings, pretending that he wanted to fend a quantity of 
merchandize to London. Having afked as many qucf- 
s as he thought proper, he departed, and the next 
day one of the inquifuorial officers took Mr. Burton 
into cuflody. 

The prefident, on his examination, demanded if he 
had, by words or writing, faid or infiiiuated any thing 
difrefpeaful to the Roman-Catholic peifuafion. 

Mr. Burton replied in the negative ; faying, That 
he was fenfible, in whatever country we were, refpefct 
ought to be paid to the religion of that country: that 
fuch knowledge to him was efTential, who, as a mer- 
chant, was obliged to vifit various countries, and 
conform to al) their religious and civil ceremonies. 

However, this defence availed him nothing: they 
proceeded to torture him, in order to gain information. 
Fading in this, they condemned him for invincible ob- 
ftinacy, and at the next Auto de Fe he was burnt. When 
the flames firfl touched him, he bore the torments with 
fuch exemplary patience, and appeared with fo fmiling 
a countenance, that one of the priefls, enraged at his 
fercnity, faid with great malice and abfurdity, " The 
reafon why he does not feem to feel, is to me very evi- 
dent; the Devil has already got his foul, and his body 
is of courfe deprived of the ufual fenfations." 

Several others of the Englilh in Spain were, about 
the time of Mr. Burton's martyrdom, put to death by the 
inquifitors; particulary John Baker, William Burgate, 
and William Burgefs were burnt, and William Hooker 
was ftoned to death; freely giving up their lives for 
him, who flied his blood for their redemption. 



Particulars of William Gard 



WILLIAM GARDENER was born at Briftol, 
received a tolerable education, and was, at a 
proper age, placed under the care of one Paget, an 
eminent merchant. 

When he was twenty-fix years of age, he was, by 
his matter, fent to Litbon, to aa as fattor. Here he 
applied himfclf to the ftudy of the Portuguefe language, 
executed his bufinefs with affiduity and fidelity, and 
behaved with the moft engaging affability to all perfons 
with whom he had the leaft concern. He converled 
privately with a few, whom he knew to be zealous 
Protectants; and, at the fame time, cautioufly avoided 
giving the lealt offence to any who were Roman-Catho- 
lics: but he had not gone into any of the Popifh 
churches as yet. There 
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There being a marriage concluded between the king 
of Portugal's fon and the Infanta of Spain, upon the 
wedding-dayjthebridegroorn.bride, and the whole court 
went to the cathedral church, attended by multitudes 
of all ranks of people, and among the reft William 
Gardener, who (tayed during the whole ceremony, and 
was greatly (hocked at the Fuperftitions he beheld. 

His mind was ftrongly imprefled with the erroneous 
worfhip which he had feen ; he was miferable, to behold 
a whole country funk'into fuch idolatry, when the truth 
of the gofpei might be fo eafily obtained. He, there- 
fore, took the inconfiderate, though laudable defign, 
into his head, of making a reform in Portugal, or 
perifliing in the attempt ; and determined to facrifice 
his prudence to his zeal, though upon the occafion he 
became a martyr. 

For this purpofe he fettled all his worldly affairs, paid 
his debts, doled his books, and configned over his 
merchandize. On the enfuing Sunday he went again 
to the cathedral church, and placed himfelf near the 
altar, with a New Teftament in his hand. 

In a fhort time the king and the court appeared, and 
a cardinal began mafs : at that part of the ceremony in 
which the people adore the wafer, Gardener could hold 
out no longer, but fpringing towards the cardinal, 
he fnatched the hoft from him, and trampled it under 
his feet. 

The whole congregation were now thunderftruck.and 
one perfon drawing a dagger, wounded Gardener in the 
fhoulder, and would, by repeating the blow, have finifh- 
ed him, had not the king called to him to forbear. 

When Gardener was carried before the king, the 
monarch afked him what countryman he was: to which 
he replied, I am an Engliftiman by birth, a Proteftant 
by religion, and a merchant by occupation. What I 
have done is not out of contempt to your royal perfon, 
God forbid' it (hould, but out of an honeft indignation, 
to fee the ridiculous fuperftitions and grofs idolatries 
which are here practifed. 

Thinking that he had been ftimulated by fome other 
perfon to act as he had done, the king demanded 
who was his abettor, to which he replied, * r My own 
conference alone. I would not hazard what I have 
done for any man living, but I owe that and all other 
fervices to my Creator.'' 

Hereupon Gardener was fent to prifon, and a general 
order iflued to apprehend all Englifhmen in Lilbon. 
This order was in a great meafure put into execution 
(fome few efcaping) and many innocent perfons were 
tortured to make them confefs if they knew any thing 
of the matter; in particular, a perfon who refided in 
the fame houfe with Gardener, was treated with unpa- 
ralleled barbarity, to make him confefs fomething which 
might throw a light upon the bufinefs. 

Then Gardener himfelf was tormented in the molt 
excruciating manner : but in the midft of all his tor- 
ments he gloried in the deed. Being ordered for death, 
a large fire was kindled near a gibbet, Gardener was 
drawn up to the gibbet by pullies, and then let down 
near the fire, but not fo clofe as to touch it ; for they 
burnt or rather roafted him by flow degrees. Yet he 
bore his fufferings patiently, and cheerfully refigned 
his foul to the Lord. 

We mult obferve, that fome of the fparks were 
blown from the fire, which eonfumed Gardener, to- 
wards the haven, burnt one of the king's fhips of war, 
and did other confiderable damage. The Englilh- 
men who were taken up on this occafion were, foon after 
Gardener's death, all difcharged, except the perfon that 
refided in the fame houfe with him, who was detained 
two years before he. could procure his freedom. 

A particular Account of the Life and Sufferings of 
Mr. William Lithgow, a Native of Scotland. 

ILLIAM LITHGOW was defcended from a 
good family, and having a natural piopenfity to 
travelling, he rambled, when very young, over the nor- 



thern and weftern iflands; after which he vifited France, 
Germany, Switzerland, and Spain. He fet out on his 
travels in the month of March 1609, and the firft place 
he went to was Paris, where he ftayed for fome time. 
He then profecuted his travels through Germany and 
other parts, and at length arrived at Malaga in Spain, 
the feat of all his embarraflments. 

While he refided here, he contracted with the matter 
of a French fhip for his paffage to Alexandria, but 
was prevented from going by the following circum- 
ftances. In the evening of the 17th of October 1620, 
the Englifh fleet, at that time on a cruife againft the 
Algerine rovers, came to anchor before Malaga, which 
threw the people of the town into the greateft confter- 
nation, as they imagined them to be Turks. The 
morning, however, difcovered the miftake, and the go- 
vernor of Malaga perceiving the crofs of England in 
their colours, went on board Sir Robert Mahfell's 
fhip, who commanded on that expedition, and after 
(laying fome time returned, and filenced all" the peo- 
ple's fears. 

Many perfons from on board the fleet came afhore 
the next day. Among thefe were feveral well known by- 
Mr. Lithgow, who, after reciprocal compliments, fpent 
fome days together in feftivity and the amufements of the 
town. They then invited Mr. Lithgow to go on board, 
and pay his refpects to the admiral. He accordingly 
accepted the invitation, was kindly received by him, 
and detained till the next day, when the fleet failed. 
The admiral would willingly have taken Mr. Lithgow 
with him to Algiers; but having contracted for his paf- 
fage to Alexandria, and his baggage, &c. being in the 
town, he could not accept the propofal. "' 

When Mr. Lithgow got on fliore he proceeded to- 
wards his lodgings by a private way (being to embark 
the fame night for Alexandria) when, in pafling through 
a narrow uninhabited ftreet, he found himfelf fuddenly 
furrounded by nine ferjeants, or officers, who threw a 
black cloak over him, and forcibly condufcted him to the 
governor's houfe. After fome little time the governor 
appeared, when Mr. Lithgow earneftly begged he might 
be informed of the caufe of fuch violent treatment. 
The governor only anfwered by (baking his head, and 
gave orders that the prifoner fhould be ftrictly watched 
till he (the governor) returned from his devotions ; di- 
recting, at the fame time, that the captain of the 
town, the alcaid major, and town notary, fhould be 
fummoned to appear at his examination, and that all this 
fhould be done with the greateft fecrecy, to prevent the 
knowledge thereof reaching the ears of the Englifli mer- 
chants who refided in the town at that time. 

All thefe orders were ftriaiy difcharged, and on the 
governor's return, he with the officers having feated 
themfelves, Mr. Lithgow was brought before them for 
examination. The governor began by alking feveral 
queftions, namely, of what country he was, whither 
bound, and how long he had been in Spain. The pri- 
foner, after anfwering thefe, and other queftions, was 
conducted to a clofet, where, in a fhort fpace of time, he 
was vifited by the town-captain, who inquired whether 
he had ever been at Seville, or was lately come from 
thence ; and patting his cheek with an air of friendfhip, 
conjured him to tell the truth : " For, faid he, your 
very countenance (hews there is fome hidden matter in 
your mind, which prudence fhould direct you to dif- 
clofe." Finding himfelf, however, unable to extort any 
thing from the prifoner, he left him, and reported the 
fame to the governor and the other officers ; on which 
Mr. Lithgow was again brought before them, a general 
accufation was laid againft him, and he was compelled 
to fwear that he would give true anfwers to fuch quef- 
tions as (hould be propofed. 

Then the governor proceeded to inquire the quality 
of the Englifh commander, and the prifoner's opinion 
what were the' motives that prevented his accepting 
an invitation from him to come on (hore. He de- 
manded, likewife. the names of the Englifli captains in 
the Tquadron, and whatknowledge he hadof theembark- 
ation, or preparation for it before it's departure from 
England. The anfwers given -to the feveral queftions 
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afked, were fet down in writing by the notary; but the 
junto feemed furprifed at his denying any knowledge of 
the fitting out of the fleet, particularly the governor, 
Who faid he lied, that he was a traitor and fpy, and came 
directly from'England to favour and affift in the defigns 
that were projected againft Spain ; and that, he had been 
for that purpofe nine months in Seville, in order to pro- 
cure intelligence of the time the Spanifli navy was ex- 
peaed from, the Indies. They exclaimed againft -his 
familiarity with the officers of the fleet, and many other 
•Englifh gentlemen, between whom, "they faid, unufual 
civilities had pafled, but all thefe tranfa£tions had been 
noticed with -peculiar attention. 

In fhort, to futn up the whole, and put. the truth paft 
all doubt," they faid, he' came from a council of war, 
held that morning on board the admiral's fhip, in order 
to put in/execution the orders, affigned him. They up- 
braided him with being acceflary to the burning of the 
ifland of St. Thomas, in the Weft-Indies; " Where- 
fore, faid they, thefe Lutherans, and fons of theTJevil, 
ought to have no credit given to what they fay or . 
fwear." 

Mr. Lithgow in vain endeavoured to obviate every 
accufation laid againft him, and to obtain belief from 
his prejudiced judges. He begged permiflion to fend 
for his cloak-bag, which contained his papers, and 
might ferve to fhew his innocence. This requeft they 
complied with, thinking it would difcover fome things of 
•which they were ignorant. The cloak-bag was accord- 
ingly brought, and being opened,, among other things, 
was found a licence from king James the Firft, under 
the fign manual, letting forth the bearer's intention to 
travel into Egypt ; which was. treated by the haughty 
Spaniards with great contempt. The other papers con- 
fided of pall'ports, teftimonials, &c. of perfons of qua- 
lity. All thefe credentials, however, feemed rather to 
confirm than abate the fufpicions of thefe prejudiced 
judges, who, after feizing all the prifoner's papers, or- 
dered htm again to retire. 

During the interim, a confutation was held to fix the 
place where the prifoner fhould be confined. The alcade, 
or chief judge, was for putting him in the town prifon ; 
but this was obje&cd to, particularly by the corrigidore, 
•who faid, in Spanilh, " In order to prevent the know- 
ledge of his confinement from reaching his countrymen, 
I will take the matter on my felf, and be anfwerable for 
the confequences;" upon which it was agreed, that he 
Ihould be confined in the governor's houfe, and the 
greateft fecrecy obferved. 

Upon this determination, one of the ferjeants went 
to Mr. Lithgow, and begged his money, with liberty 
to fearch him. As it was needlefs to make any re- 
finance, the prifoner quietly complied, when the fer- 
jeant (after rifling his pockets of eleven ducatoons) 
Itripped him to his (hirt; and fearching his breeches, he 
found, enclofcd in the waiftband,-two canval's bags, con- 
taining one hundred and thirty-feven pieces of gold. 
The ferjeant immediately took the money to the cor- 
rigidore, who, after having told it over, ordered him 
to clothe the prifoner, and fhut him up clofe till after 
fupper. 

When it was midnight the ferjeant and two Turkifh 
flaves releafed Mr. Lithgow from his then confinement, 
but it was to introduce him to one much more horrible. 
They condufted him through feveral paffages, to a cham- 
ber in a remote part of the palace, towards the garden, 
where they loaded him with irons, and extended his legs 
by means of an iron bar above a yard long, the weight 
of which was fo great that he could neither ftand or fit, 
but was obliged to lie continually on his back. They 
left him in this condition for fome time, when they re- 
turned with a refrefhment of food, confining of a pound 
of boiled mutton and a loaf, together with a (mall quan- 
tity of wine; which was not only the firft, but the beft 
and laft of the kind, during his confinement in this 
.place. After deliveringthefearticles, the ferjeant locked 
the door, and left Mr. Lithgow to contemplate, his fate 
in private. 

He received a vifit from the governor the next day, 
who promifed him his liberty, with many other advan- 



tages, if he Would confefs being a fpy; but on his pro- 
tefting that he Was entirely innocent, "the governor left 
him in a r.age, faying, He fhould fee him, no. more till 
further torments conftrained him to confefs^ command- 
ing the keeper, to whole care he was committed, that 
he fhould permit no perfon whatever.to.have aceefs to, 
or commune with him ; that his Tuftenance fhould not 
exceed three ounces of miifty bread, and.a pint of water 
every fecond day; that he fhould be allowed neither 
bed, pillow, nor coverlid. " Clofe up, faid he, this 
window in his room with lime and Hone; flop up the 
holes of the door with double mats: let him have no- 
thing that bears any likenefs to comfort." Thefe, and 
feveral other orders of the like feverity were given, to 
render it impoflible for his condition to be known to 
any of his countrymen. 

The unfortunate Lithgow continued in this wretched 
and melancholy ftate without feeing any perfon for fe- 
veral days.iri which timethegovernorreceivedananfiver 
to a letter he had written, relative to the prifoner, from 
Madrid; and^ purfuant to the inftru£lions given him* 
began to put in practice the cruelties deviled, which 
they haftened, becaufe Chriftmas holidays approachedj 
it being then the forty-feventh day fince his confine- 
Between two and three o'clock in the morning, he 
heard the noife of a coach in the ftreet, and. fome time 
after heard the opening of the prifon doors, not. having 
had any fleep for two nights; hunger, pain, and melan- 
choly reflexions having prevented him from refting. 

Immediately after the prifon doors were opened, the 
nine ferjeants, who bad firft feized him, with thenotaryi 
entered the place where he lay, and without uttering a 
word conducled him in his irons, through the houfe into 
the ftreet, where acoach waited, and into which they laid 
him at the bottom on his back, not being able to fit. 
Two of the ferjeants. rode with him, and the reft walked 
by the coach fide, but all. obferved the moft profound 
filence. They drove him to a vine-prefs houfe, about 
a league from the town, to which place a rack had been 
privately conveyed before; and here they Ihut him up 
for that night. 

About day-break the next morning, arrived the gover- 
nor and the alcade, into whofe prefence Mr. Lithgow 
was immediately brought, to undergo another examina- 
tion. The prifoner defired he might have an interpreter^ 
which was allowed to ftrangers by the laws of that coun- 
try, but this was refufed, nor would they permit hirri 
to' appeal to Madrid, the fuperior court of judicature. 
After a long examination, which lafted from morning 
till night, there appeared in all his anfwers fo exact a 
conformity with what he had before faid, that they de- 
clared he had learned them by heart, there not being the 
leaft prevarication. They, however, prefTed him again 
to make a full difcovery ; that is, to accufe himfelf of 
crimes never committed, the governor adding, " You 
are ftill in my power; I can fet you free ifyou comply: 
if not, I mult deliver you to the alcade." Mr. Lithgow 
ftill perfiftingin his innocence, the governor ordered the 
notary to draw up a warrant for delivering him to the 
alcade to be tortured immediately. 
/ Purfuant to this order, he was conduced by the fer- 
jeants to the end of a ftone gallery, where the rack was 
placed. The encarouador, or executioner, immediately 
ftruck off his irons, which put him to very great pain* 
the bolts being fo clofe rivetted, that the fledge hammer 
tore away above half an inch of his heel, in forcing off 
the bolt; the anguifh of which, together with his weak 
condition (not having the leaft fuftenance for threedays) 
occafioned him to groan bitterly; upon which the merci- 
lefs alcade faid, " Villain, traitor, this is but the earneft 
of what you fhall endure." 

As foon as his irons were off he fell on his knees, Ut- 
tering a fhort prayer, that God would be pleafed to enable 
him to be flcdfaft, and undergo couragebufly. the'griev- 
ous trial he had to encounter. The alcade and notary 
havingplacedthcmfelves in chairs, he was ftripped naked, 
and fixed upon the rack, the office of thefe gentlemen 
being to be witnefs of, and fet down the confeffions and 
tortures endured by the unhappy fufferer. 
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It is morally impoffible to defcribe all the various tor- 
tures inflicted- upon him. Suffice it to fay, that he lay on 
the rack for above five hours, during which time he re- 
ceivedabove fixty different tortures of the mod hellifh 
liature; and had they continued them a few minutes 
longer, he muft have inevitably expired. 

When thefe cruel perfecutors were fatisfied for . the 
prefent, the prifoner was taken from the rack, and his 
irons being again put on, he was conduced to his former 
dungeon, having received no other nourifhment than a 
little warm wine, which was given him rather to prevent 
his dying, and referve him for future punifhments, than 
from any principle of charity or pity. 

As a confirmation of this, orders were given for a 
coach to pafs every morning before day by the prifon j 
that the noife made by it might give frefh terrors and 
alarms to the unhappy prifoner, and deprive him of all 
poffibility of obtaining the leaft fleep. 

In this horrid fituation he continued, almoft ftarved 
for want of the 1 common neceffaries to preferve his 
wretched exifience, till Chriftmas-Day, when he re- 
ceived fome relief from Mariane, waiting-woman to the 
governor's lady. This woman having obtained leave to 
vifit him, carried with her fome refrefhments, confid- 
ing of honey, fugar, raifins, and other articles: and fo 
affected was (he at beholding his fituation, that (he wept 
bitterly, and at her departure expreffed the greateft con- 
cern at not being able to give him further confo- 
lation. 

Mr. Lithgow was kept in this loathforhe dungeon 
till he was almoft devoured with vermin. They crawled 
about his beard, lips, eye-brow,s, &c. fo that he 
could fearce open his eyes; and his mortification was 
increafed by not having the ufe of his hands or legs to 
defend himfelf, from his being fo miferably maimed by 
the tortures. So cruel was the governor, that he even 
ordered the vermin to be fwept on him twice in every 
eight days'. He, however, obtained fome little mitiga- 
tion of this part of his punifhment, from the humanity 
of a Turkilh flave that attended hirri, who, at . times, 
when he could do it with fafety, deftroyed the vermin, 
and contributed every refrefhment to him that he was 
capable of. 

Mr. Lithgow at length received from this flave that 
information which gave him little hopes of ever being 
releafed, but, on the contrary, that he fhould finifli his 
life under new tortures. The fubftance of this informa- 
tion was, that an Englifli feminary prieft, and a Scotch 
cooper, had been for fome time employed by the gover- 
nor to tranflate from the Englifli into the Spanifh lan- 
guage, all his books and obfervations; and that it was 
commonly faid in the governor's houfe, that he was an 
arch and dangerous heretic. 

He was greatly alarmed atthis information, andbegan, 
not without reafon, to apprehend that they would foon 
finifli him, more efpecially as they could neither, by tor- 
ture, or any other means, bring him to vary from what 
he had all along faid at his different examinations. 

About two days after he had received theabove informa- 
tion, the governor, an inquifitor, and a canonical prieft, 
accompanied by two Jefuits, entered his dungeon, and be- 
ing feated, after feveral idle queftions, the inquifitor afk- 
ed Mr'. Lithgow if he was a Roman-Catholic, and ac- 
knowledged the pope's fupremacy ? He aufwered, that 
he neither was the one, nor did the other ; adding, that 
he was furprifed at being afked fuch queftions, fince it 
was exprefsly ftipulated by the articles of peace between 
England and Spain, that none of the Englifli fubje£ts 
Ihould be liable to the inquifition, or any way molefted 
by them on account of diverfity in religion, &c. In the 
bitternefs of his foul he made ufe of fome warm expref- 
fions not fuited to his circumftanccs : "As you have al- 
moft murdered me, faid he, for pretended treafon, fo 
now you intend to make a martyr of me for my reli- 
gion." • He alfo expoftulated with the governor on the 
ill-return he made the king of England, whofe fubjeQ. 
he was, for the princely humanity exercifed towards the 
Spaniards in 1588, when their armada was fhipwrecked 
on the Scotch coaft, and thoufands of the Spaniards 
found relief, who mult; have othcrwife perifhed in a 
roiferable manner. 



Now the governor admitte.d the truth of what Mr. Lith- 
gow faid, but replied with an haughty air, that the 
king, who then only ruled Scotland, wasa&uated more 
by fear than love, and therefore did not, deferve any 
thanks. One of the Jefuits (aid, there was no faith to 
be kept with heretics." The inquifitor then rifing, ad- 
dreffed himfelf to Mr. Lithgow in the following words: 
" You have been taken- up as a fpy, accufed of trea- 
chery, and tortured, as we acknowledge, innocently ; 
(which appears by the account lately received from Ma- 
drid of the intentions of the Ehglifh) yet it was the di- 
vine power that brought thofe judgments upon you, for 
prefumptuoufly, treating the blefled miracle of Lorett© 
with ridicule, and exprefling yourfelf in your writings 
irreverently of his holinefs, the great agent and Chrift's 
vicar upon earth; therefore you -are juftly fallen into 
our hands by their fpecial appointment: thy books and 
papers are miraculoufly tranflated by the affiltance of 
Providence influencing thy own countrymen." 

When this trumpery was ended, they gave the prifoner 
eight days to confiderand refolvc whether he' would be- 
come a convert to their religion ; during which time the 
inquifitor, told him, he, with other religious orders, 
would attend, to give him fuch affiftance thereto as he 
might want. One of the Jefuits faid, firft making the 
fign of the crofs upon his bread, " My fon, behold, you 
deferve to be burnt alive; but by the grace of our lady 
of Loretto, whom you have blafphemed, we will both 
fave your foul and body." 

' The inquifitor, with the three ecclcfiaftics, returned 
in the morning, when the former afked the prifoner 
what difficulties he had on his confeience that retarded 
his converfion; to which he anfwered, " He had not any 
doubts in his mind, being confident in the promifes of 
Chrift, and afluredly believing his revealed will fignified 
in the gofpels, as profeffed in the reformed Catholic 
Church, being confirmed by grace, and having infallible 
affurance thereby of the true Chriltian faith." To thefe 
words the inquifitor replied, " Thou art' no Chiiftian, 
but an abfurd heretic, and without converfion a member 
of perdition." The prifoner then told him, it was not 
confiftent with the nature and eflence of religion and 
charity, to convince by opprobrious fpeeches, racks, 
and torments, but by arguments deduced from the 
fcriptures; and that all other methods would with him 
be totally fruitless. 

' So enraged was the inquifitor at the replies made by 
the prifoner, that he flruck him on the face, u fed many 
abufive fpecches, and attempted to ftab him, which he 
had certainly done had he not been prevented by the 
jefuits : and from this time he never vifited the pri- 
foner again. 

The two Jefuits returned the next day, and putting on 
a very grave fupercilious air, the fupciior afked him, 
what refolution he had taken ? To which Mr. Lithgow 
replied, that he was already refolved, unlefs he could 
fhew fubftantial reafons to make him alter his opinion. 
The fuperior, after a pedantic difplay of their (even fa- 
craments, the intercefuon of faints, tranfubftantiation, 
&c. boafted greatly of their church, her antiquity, uni- 
verfality, and uniformity j all which Mr. Lithgow de- 
nied: " For, faid he, the profeffion of the faith I hold 
hath been ever fince the firft days of the apoltles, and 
Chrift had ever his own church, however oblcurc, in 
the greateft lime of your darknefs." 

Now thejefuits, finding their argumentshad not the de- 
fired effect, that torments could not fhake his conltancy, 
nor even the fear of the cruel lenience he had reafon to 
expect would be pronounced and executed on him, af- 
ter fevere menaces, left him. On the. eighth day after, 
being the laft of their inquifition, when lenience is pro- 
nounced, they returned again, but quite altered, boih 
in their words and behaviour. After repeating much 
the fame kind of arguments as before, they, with fecm- 
ing tears in their eyes, pretended they were lorry from 
their hearts he mult be obliged to undergo a terrible 
death; but above all, for the lofs of his'moft precious 
foul; and falling on their knees, cried out, " Convert, 
convert, O dear brother, for our hlcffed lady's fake con- 
vert!" To which he anfwered, '* I fear neither death 
nor fire, being prepared for both." 
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The firft effe8s Mr. Lithgow felt of the determina- 
tion of this bloody tribunal was, a fentence to receive' 
that night eleven different tortures, and if be did not die 
in the execution of them, which might be reasonably 
expefted from the maimed and disjointed condition he 
•was in, he was, after Eafter holidays, to be carried to - 
Grenada, and there burnt to a(he.s. The firft part of 
the fentence was executed ^ with great barbarity that 
night; and it pleafed God to give him ftrength both of 
bodv and mind, to flarid faft to the truth, and to furvive 
the horrid punilhments which were thus infliaed. 

When thefe barbarians had glutted themfelves for the 
prefent, with exercifing on the unhappy prifoner the 
moft diftiriguifhed cruelties, they again put, irons on, 
and conveyed him to his former dungeon. The next 
morning he received fome little comfort from the Turk- 
ifh (lave before mentioned, who fecretly brought him in 
his ihirt fleeve, fome raifins and figs, which he licked up 
in the belt manner his ftrength would permit with his 
tongue. It was to this (lave Mr. Lithgow attributed his 
furviving fo long in fuch a wretched fituation ; for he 
found means to convey fome of thefe fruits to him twice 
every week. It is very extraordinary, and worthy of 
note, that this poor (lave, bred up from his infancy, 
according to the maxims of his prophet and parents, in 
the greaieft decollation of Chriftians, fhould be fo affec- 
ted at the mifcrabJe fituation of Mr. Lithgow, that he 
fell ill, and continued fo for upwards of 40 days. Du- 
ring this period, Mr. Lithgow was attended by a negro 
woman, a fiave, who found means to furnifh him with 
refreshments ftill more amply than the Turk, being con- 
verfant in the houfe and family. She brought him fome 
visuals, and with it fome wine in a bottle, every day. 

Now fo far elapfed was the time, and the horrid 
fituation fo truly loathfome, that Mr. Lithgow waited, 
with anxious expeaation for the day, which, by putting 
an end to his life, would alfo end his torments. But his 
melancholy expectations were, by the interpofition of 
Providence, happily rendered abortive, and his deliver- 
ance from the following circumftances obtained. 

A Spanifh gentleman of quality came from Grenada 
to Malaga; who, being invited to an entertainment by 
the governor, he informed him of what had befallen Mr. 
Lithgow, from the time of his being apprehended as 
a fpy, and defcribed the various fu fie rings he had en- 
dured. He likewife told him, that after it was known 
the prifoner was innocent, it gave him great concern. 
That, on this account he would gladly have releafed 
him, rcftored his money and papers, and made fome 
atonement for the injuries he had received ; but that, 
upon an infpeaion into his writings, feveral were found 
of a very blafphemous nature, highly reffeaing on their 
religion. That on his refuting to abjure thefe he- 
retical opinions, he was turned over to the inquifition, 
who finally condemned him. 

Now, while the governor was relating this tragical tale, 
a Flemilh youth, fervant to the Spanifh gentleman, who 
waited at table, was ttruck with amazement and, pity at 
the fufferiiigs of the ft ranger defcribed. On his return 
to his mallei's lodgings, he began to revolve in his mind 
what he had heard, which made fuch an impreffion on 
hiin that he could not red in his bed. In the fhort (lum- 
bers he had, his imagination painted to him the perfon 
defcribed, on t lie rack, and burning in the fire. In this 
anxiety he palled the night; and when the morning 
came, 'without difclofing his intentions to any perfon 
whatever, he went into the town, and inquired for an 
Englifh faftor. He was dieted to the houfe of one 
Mr. Wild, to whom he related the whole of what he 
had heard pal's, the preceding evening, between his mat- 
ter and the governor; but could not tell Mr. Lilhgow's 
name. Mr. Wild, however, conjeaured it was him, by 
the fcrvant's remembering the circumftance of his being 
a traveller, and his having had fome acquaintance with 
him. 

Mr. Wild, on ihe departure of the Flemifh Tervant, 
immediately lent for the other Englifh h&on, to whom 
he related all the particulars relative to their unfortunate 
countryman. After a fhort confultation it was agreed, 



that an information of the whole affair fhould be fent, 
by exprefs, to fir Walter Afton,.the Englifh ambaffador 
to the king of Spain, then at Madrid. This was ac- 
cordingly. done, and the ambaffador having prefented a 
memorial to the king and council of Spain, he obtained 
an order for Mr. Lithgow's enlargement, and his deli- 
very to the Englifh faaory. This order was direaedto 
the governor of Malaga; and was received by the whole 
affembly of the bloody inquifition with the greateft fur- 
prife and averfion. 

Mr. Lithgow was releafed from his confinement on 
the eve of Eafter-Sunday, when he was carried from his 
dungeon on the back of the (lave that had attended him 
to the houfe of one Mr. Bulbich, where all proper com- 
forts were given him. It fortunately happened, that 
there was at this time a fquadron of Englifh (hips in the 
road, commanded by fir Richard Hawkins, who being 
informed °f tne P a ' 1 fufferiiigs, and prefent fituation of 
Mr. Lithgow, came the next day a-fhore, with a proper 
guard, and received him from the merchants. He was 
inftamly carried in blankets on board the Vanguard, and 
three days after was removed to another (hip, by direc- 
tion of the general fir Robert Mantel, who ordered that 
he mould have proper care taken of him. The faEtory 
prefented him with clothes, and all neceffary provifions, 
befides which they gave him 200 reals in filver; and fir 
Richard Hawkins fent him two double pilloles. 

Sir Richard Hawkins demanded the delivery of his 
papers, money, books, &c. before his departure from 
the Spanifh coaft, but could not obtain any fatisfaaory 
anfwer on that head. 

It is here worth the reader's while to reflea, how 
manifeftly Providence interfered in behalf of this poor 
man, when he was juft on the brink of deftruaion; for 
by his fentence, from which there was no appeal, he 
would have been taken, in a few days, to Grenada, and 
burnt to afhes: and that a poor ordinary fervant, who 
had not the lealt knowledge of him, nor was any ways 
interefted in his prefervation, fhould rifque the difplea- 
fure of his matter, and hazard his own life, todifclofe a 
thing of fo momentous and perilous a nature, to a 
ftrange gentleman, on whofe fecrecy depended his own 
exiflence. By fuch fecondary means does Providence 
frequently interfere in behalf of the virtuous and op- 
preffed; of which this is a moft diltinguifhed proof. 

Having lain twelve days in the road, the (hip weighed 
anchor, and in about two months arrived fafe at Dept- 
ford. The next morning Mr. Lithgow was carried on a 
feather bed to Theobalds, in Hertfprdfhire, where, at 
that time, were the king and royal family. His majefty 
happened to be that day engaged in hunting, but on his 
return in the evening, Mr. Lithgow was prefented to 
him, and related the particulars of his fufferings, and 
his happy delivery. The king was fo affeaed at the 
narrative, that he expreffed the deepeft concern, and 
"gave orders that he fhould be fent to Bath, and his wants 
properly fupplied from his royal munificence. By thefe 
means, under Qod, after fome time, Mr. Lithgow was 
reftored, from the moll wretched fpeaacle, to a great 
(hare of health and ftrength; but he loft the ufe of his 
left arm, and feveral of the fmaller bones were fo crufh- 
ed and broken, as to be rendered ever after unfervice- 
able. 

Though every effort was ufed, Mr. Lithgow could 
never obtain any part of his money or effeas, though his 
majefty, and the miniftersof ftate, interefted themfelves 
in his behalf. Gondamore, the Spanifh ambaffador, in- 
deed, promifed that all his effects fhould be reflored, 
with the addition of 1000I. Englifh money, as fome 
atonement for the tortures he had undergone, which lad 
was to be paid him by the governor of Malaga. Thefe 
engagements, however, were but mere proniifes ; and 
though the king was a kind of guarantee for the well 
performance of them, the cunning Spaniard found 
means to elude the fame. He had, indeed, too great a 
ftiare of influence in the Englifh council during the time 
of that pacific reign, when England fuffered herfelf, by 
moft of the dates and kings in Europe, to be bullied 
into flavifh compliance. 
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A full and particular Account of the Persecutions in 



NOW we Shall commence our account of the per- 
fections in Italy, a country which has been, and 

am is, 

1. The centre of Popery, 

2. The feat of the pontiff, and" 

3. The fourceof the various errors which have fpread 
themfelves over other countries, deluded the minds of 
thoufands, and diffufed the clouds of fuperftition and 
bigotry over the human undcrftanding. 

We fliall, in purfuing our narrative, include the moll 
remarkable perfecutions that have happened, and the 
cruelties which have heen wantonly made life of. 

1. By the immediate order of the pope, 

2. Through the power of the inquisition, 

3. At the inftigation of particular orders of the 
clergy, and 

4. By the bigotry of the Italian princes. 



Thefirjl Persecutions under the Patacy in Italy. 

THE firft perfections under the papacy began in- 
Italy in the 12th century, at the time that Adrian, 
an Englifhman, was pope, being occasioned by the fol- 
lowing circumftances : 

One Arnold, a learned man, and an excellent orator 
of Brixia, came to Rome, and boldly preached againft 
the corruptions and innovations which had crept into 
the church. His doctrine was fo clear, confident, and 
breathed forth fuch a pure fpirit of piety, that the fe- 
nators, and many of the people, highly approved of, 
and admired his difcourfes. 

Adrian was fo greatly enraged at this, that he com-, 
manded Arnold inftantly to leave the city, as an heretic. 
Arnold, however, did not comply, for the Senators, and 
fome of the principal people took his part, and refitted 
the pope's authority. 

Now Adrian laid the city of Rome under an interdift, 
which caufed the whole "body of clergy to interpofe ; 
and, at length, perfuaded -the fenators and people to 
give up the point, and fuffer Arnold to be baniShed. 
This being agreed to, he received his fcritence of exile, 
and retired to Germany, where he continued to preach 
againft the pope, and to expofe the grofs errors of the 
Romifh church. 

On this account, Adrian thirfted for his blood, and 
made feveral attempts to get him into his hands; but 
Arnold, for a long time, avoided every fnare laid for 
him. At length, Frederic Barbaroffa arriving at the 
imperial dignity, requefted that the pope would crown 
him with his own hand. This Adrian complied with, 
and at the fame time afked a favour of the emperor, 
•which was, to put Arnold into his hands. The empe- 
ror very readily delivered up the unfortunate preacher, 
■who foon fell a martyr to Adrian's vengeance, being 
hanged, and his body burnt to afhes, at Apulia. The 
fame fate attended feveral of his old companions and 

A Spaniard, named Encenas, was fent to Rome, to be 
brought up in the Roman-Catholic faith ; but havingcon- 
verfed with fome of the reformed, and read feveral trea- 
tifes-which they had put into his hands, he became a Pro- 
feftant. This, at length, being known, one of his own 
relations informed againft him, when he was burnt by 
order of the pope and a conclave of cardinals. The 
brother of Encenas had been taken up much about the 
fame time, for having a New Tcftament, in the Spanifh 
language, in his poffeffion ; but before the time appoint- 
ed for His execution, he found means to cfcape out 
ofprifon, and retired to Germany. 

One. Faninus, alearnedlayman, by reading controver- 
fial books, became of the reformed religion. An infor- 
mation being exhibited againft him to the pope, he was 
apprehended, and call into prifon. His wife, children, 
relations, and friends, vifued him in his confinement, 



and fo far wrought upon his mind, that he renounced 
his faith, and.obtained his releafc. But he was no foon- 
er free from confinement, than his mind felt the heavieft 
of chains, the weight of a guilty confidence. His. 
horrors were fo great, that he found them infupportable, 
till he had returned from his apdftacv, and declared 
himfelf fully convinced of the errors of the church of 
Rome. To make amends for his falling off, he now 
openly andftrenuouffy did ail he could to make converts 
to Proteftantifm, and was pretty fuccefsful in his endea- 
vours. Thefe proceedings occafioncd his fecond impri- 
fonment; but he had his life offered him if he would re- 
cant again. This propofal he rejected with difdain, 
faying, that he fcorned life upon fuch terms. Being 
afked why he would obstinately perfift in his opinions, 
and leave his wife and children in diftrefs; he replied, I 
(hall not leave them in diftrefs, I have recommended 
them to the care of an excellent truftee. What truftee? 
faid the perfon who had allied the queftion, with fome 
furprife: to which Faninus anfwered, Jefus Chrift is 
the truftee I mean, and I think I could not commit them 
to the care of a better. On the day of execution he ap- 
peared remarkably cheerful, which one obferving^ 
faid, It is ftrange you fhould appear fo merry upon fuch 
an pecafion, when Jefus Chrift himfelf, juft before his 
death, was in fuch agonies, that he fweated blood and 
water. To which Faninus replied: Chrift fuftaihed all 
manner of pangs and conflicts, w.ith hell and death, 
on our accounts; and thus, by his fuffcrings, freed thofe 
who really believe in him from the fear of them. He 
was then ftrangled, and his body, being burnt to afhes, 
the wind fcattered them about. 

Alfo Dominicus.a learned Soldier, having read feveral 
controversial writings, became a zealous Protcftant, and 
retiring to Placentia, preached the gofpel in it's ut- 
moft purity, to a Very considerable congregation. At 
the conclufion of his Sermon one day, he faid, " If the 
congregation will attend to-morrow, I will give them a 
defcription of Anti-thrift, and paint him out' in his 
proper colours'." ■ 

An immenfe number of people attended the next day; 
but juft as Dominicus was beginning his fermon, a civil 
magiftrate went up to his pulpit, and took him into 
cuftody. He readily fubmittcd ; but as he went along 
with the magiftrate, , made ufe of this expreffion : I won- 
der the Devil hath let me alone folong. When he was 
brought to examination, this queftion was put to him : 
Will you renounce your doctrines? To which he re- 
plied: My doctrines! I maintain no doctrines of my 
own ; what I preach are the doBr'ntes of Chrift, and 
for thofe I will forfeit my blood, and even think myfelf 
happy to fuffer for the fake of my Redeemer. Every 
method was taken to make him recant from his faith, 
and embrace the errors of the church of Rome; but 
when perfualions and menaces were found ineffectual, he 
was fentenced to death, and hanged in the market-place 

A Protectant gentleman, named Galeacius, whorcfided 
near the caftle of St. Angelo, was apprehended on ac- 
count of his faith. Great endeavours being ufed by his- 
friends, he recanted, and fubferibed to feveral of the fu- 
perftitious doctrines propagated by the church of Rome. 
Becoming, however, fenfible of his error, he publicly re- 
nounced his recantation. Being apprehended for this, 
he was condemned to be burnt ; and agreeable to the or- 
der, was chained to a ftake, where he was left feveral 
hours before the fire was put to the faggots, in order that 
his wife, relations, and friends, who Surrounded him, 
might induce him to give up his opinions. Galeacius, 
however, now retained his conftancy of mind, and en- 
treated the executioner to put fire to the wood that was 
to burn him. This, at length, he did, and Galeacius 
was foon confirmed in the flames, which burnt with 
amazing rapidity, and deprived him of fenfation in a 
very Short time. 

Not long after this gentleman's death, a great number 
of Proteftants were put to death in variousparts of'Italy, 
on account of their faith, giving a Cure proof of their 
Sincerity in their martyrdoms. 

An 
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An Account of the fevered Persecutions in Calabb i a. 

ABOUT the 14th century, many of the Waldenfes 
of Pragela and Dauphiny emigrated to Calahria, 
and fettling in fome wade lands, by the permifiion of 
the nobles of that country, they foon, by the moft in- 
duftrious cultivation, made feveral wild and barren 
fpots appear with all the beauties of fertility and verdure. 

The lords of Calabria were highly pleafed with their 
new fubjects and tenants, as they were honeft, quiet, and 
induftrious; but the priefts of the country exhibited fe- 
veral negative complaints againft them ; for not being 
able to accufe them of any thing bad which they did do, 
they founded accufations on what they did not do, and 
charged them, 

1. With not being Roman-Catholics. 

2. With not making any of their boys priefts. 

3. With not making any of their girls nuns. 

4. With not going to mafs. 

5. With not giving wax tapers to their priefts as of- 

6. With not going on pilgrimages. 

7. With not bowing to images. 

However, the Calabrian lords quieted the priefts, by 
telling them, that thefe people were extremely harmlefs; 
that they gave no offence to the Roman-Catholics, and 
cheerfully paid the tithes to the. priefts, whole revenues 
were confiderablv increafed by their coming into the. 
country, and who, of coufequence, ought to be the very 
laft perfons to make a complaint. 

Matters went on tolerably well after this for a few 
years, during which the Waldenfes formed themfelves 
into two corporate towns, annexing feveral villages to 
the jurifdiclion of them. At length, they fent to Geneva 
for two clergymen j one to preach in each town, as they 
determined to make a public profeffion of their faith. 
Intelligence of this affair being carried to pope Pius 
the Fourth, he determined to exterminate them from 
Calabria, without further delay. 

For thispurpofe he fent cardinal Alexandrino, a man 
of a very violent temper, and a furious bigot, together 
with two monks, to Calabria, where they were to ael as 
inquifitors. Thefe authorized perfons came to St. Xift, 
one of the. towns built by the Waldenfes, and having 
alfemblcd the people, told them, that they fhould re- 
ceive no injury, or violence, if they would accept of 
preachers appointed by the pope; but if they would 
not, they Ihould be deprived both of their properties 
and lives; and that their intentions might be known, 
mafs Ihould be publicly faid that afternoon, at which they 
were ordered to be prefent. 

But the people of St. Xill, inftead of attending mafs, 
fled into the woods with their families, and thus difap- 
pointcd the cardinal and his coadjutors. The cardinal 
then proceeded to La Garde, the other town belonging 
to the Waldenfes, where, not to be ferved as he had been 
at St. Xill, he ordered the gates to be locked, and all 
avenues guarded. The fame propofals were then made 
to the people of La Garde, as had been made to the in- 
habitants of St. Xift, but with this additional piece of 
artifice: the cardinal affured them that the inhabitants' 
of St. Xift had immediately come into his propofals, 
and agreed, that the pope fhould appoint them preach- 
ers. This falfehood. Tuccceded; for the people of La 
Garde, thinking what the cardinal had told them to be 
truth, faid, thev would exaclly follow the example of 
their brethren at St. Xift. 

Thus the cardinal having gained his point by deluding 
the people of one town, fent for two troops of foldiers, 
with a view to murder thofe of the other. He, accordingly, 
difpatched the fjldiersinto the woods, to hunt down the 
inhabitants of St. Xift like wild beafts, and gave them 
Ariel orders to fpare neither age or fex, but to kill all 
they came near. .The troops entered the woods, and 
many fell a prey to their ferocity, before the Waldenfes 
were properly apprized of their defign. At length, 
however, they, determined to fell their lives as dear'as 
. yoQible, when feveral conflicts happened, in which the 



half-armed Waldenfes performed prodigies of valour, 
and many were flain on both fides. The greatefi part of 
the troops being killed in the different rencounters, the 
reft were compelled to retreat, which fo enraged the 
cardinal, that he wrote to the viceroy of Naples for 
reinforcements. 

Hereupon the viceroy ordered a proclamation to . 
be made throughout all the Neapolitan territories, that 
all out-laws, deferters, and other profcribed perfons, 
fhould be freely pardoned for their relpecf ive offences, 
on condition of making a campaign againft the inhabi- 
tants of St. Xift, and continuing under arms till thofe 
people were utterly deftroyed. 

Several perfons, of defperate fortunes, came in upon 
this proclamation, 1 and being formed into light compa- 
nies, were fent to fcour the woods, and put to death all 
they could meet with, of the reformed religion. The 
viceroy himfelf likewife joined the cardinal, at the head 
of a body of regular forces; and, in conjunction, they 
did all they could to harafs the poor people in the 
woods. Some they caught, and hanged up upon treesj 
cut down boughs, and burnt them, or ripped them 
open, and left their bodies to be devoured by wild beads, 
or birds of prey. Many they fliot at a diftance, but the 
greateft number they hunted down bv way of fport. 
A few hid themfelves in caves; but famine deftroyed 
them in their retreat; and thus all thefe poor people pe- 
rifhed, by various means, to glut the bigoted malice of 
their barbarous enemies. 

No fooner were the inhabitants of St. Xift extermi- 
nated, than thofe of La Garde engaged the attention of 
the cardinal and viceroy. Jt was offered, that if they 
would embrace the Roman-Catholic perfuafion, them- 
felvesand families fhould not be injured, but their houfes 
and properties fhould be reltored, and none would 
: be permitted to moleft them; but, on the contrary, if 
they refufed this mercy, as it was termed, the utmoft 
extremities would be ufed, and the moft cruel deaths 
the certain confequence of their non-acquiefcence. 

In fpite of the promifes on one fide, and menaces on 
the other; thefe. worthy people unanimoudy refufed to 
renounce their religion, or embrace the errors of Po- 
pery. This exafperated the cardinal and viceroy fo 
much, that thirty of them were ordered to be put imme- 
diately to the rack, as a terror to the remainder. 

The thirty who were put to the rack were treated with 
. fuch feverity, that feveral died under the tortures:, one 
Charlin, in particular, was fo cruelly ufed, that his belly 
burlt, his bowels came out, and he expired in the 
greateft agonies. Thefe barbarities, however, did not 
anTwer the purpofes for which they were intended; for 
thofe who remained alive after the rack, and thofe who 
had not felt the rack, remained equally conflant in their 
faith, and boldly declared, that no tortures of body, or 
terrors of mind, fhould ever induce them to renounce 
their God, or worfhip idols. 

There were feveral then, by the cardinal'sorder, (trip- 
ped flark naked, and whipped to death with iron rods; 
fome were hacked to pieces with large knives; others 
were thrown down from the top of a large tower; and 
many were covered over with pitch, and burnt alive. 

Among the monks who attended the cardinal, there 
was one naturally of a favage and cruel difpofition, who 
requefted of him, that he might filed fome of the blood 
of thefe poor people with his own hands; his requeft.be- 
ing granted, the barbarous man took a large fharp knife, 
and cut. the throats of fourfcore men, women, and chil- 
dren, with as little remorfe as a butcher would have kil- 
led fcumany fheep. Every one of thefe bodies were then 
ordered to be quartered, the quarters placed upon flakes, 
and then fixed in different parts of the country, within 
a circuit of about thirty miles. 

The four principal men of La Garde were hanged, 
and the clergyman was thrown from the top of his 
church fteeple. He was terribly mangled, but not 
quite killed by the fall; at which time the viceroy paf- 
fing by, faid, Is the dog yet living? Take him up, and 
give him to the hogs: when, brutal as this fentence 
may appear, it was accordingly executed. 

There were fixty women racked fo violently, that the 
10 M cords 
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cords pierced their arms and legs quite to the bone : when, 
being remanded to prifon, their wounds mortified, and 
they died in the moll miferable manner. Many others 
were put to death by various cruel means; and if any 
Roman-Catholic, more companionate than the reft, in- 
terceded for any of the reformed, he was immediately 
apprehended, and fhared the fame fate, as a favourer of 
heretics. 

, Now, the viceroy being obliged to march back to 
Naples, on fome affairs of moment which required his 
prefeece, and the cardinal having been recalled to 
Rome, the marquis of Butiane was ordered to put the 
finifhing ftroke to what they had begun; which he, at 
length, effected, by a&ing with fuch barbarous rigour, 
that there was not a fingle perfon of the reformed 
religion left living in all Calabria. 

A great number of inoffenfive and harmlefs people 
were thus deprived of their poffeffions, robbed of their 
property, driven from their homes, and, at length, mur- 
dered, by various means, only becaufe they would not 
facrifice their confeiences to the fuperftitions of others, 
embrace idolatrous doctrines which they abhorred, and 
accept of teachers whom they could not believe. Ty- 
ranny is of three kinds, viz. That which enflaves the 
p6rfon, that which feizes.the property, and that which 
prefcribes and di&ates to the fnind. The two firfl forts 
may be termed civil tyranny; and have been praftifed 
by arbitrary fovereigns in all ages, who have delighted 
in tormenting the perfons, and Mealing the properties 
of their unhappy fubje&s. But the third fort, viz. pre- 
ferring and diftating to the mind, may be called 
ecclefiaftical tyranny : and this is the word kind of ty- 
ranny, as it includes the other two forts ; for the Romifli 
clergy not only torture the bodies, and feize the effects 
of thofe they perfecute, but take the lives, torment the 
minds, and, if poffible, would tyrannize over the very 
fouls of the unhappy victims in their power. 



A particular Account of the P e r s e c u t 1 o n s in the Vallies 
of Piedmont. 

SEVERAL of the Waldenfes, to avoid the perfec- 
tions to which they were continually fubjecte'd in 
France, went and fettled in the vallies of Piedmont, 
where they increafed furprifingly, and flouriflied ex- 
ceedingly for a confiderable time. 

Notwithftanding they were harmlefs in their beha- 
viour, inoffenfive in their converfation, and paid tithes 
to the Romilh clergy, yet the latter could not be con- 
tented, but wilhed to give them fome disturbance : 
they, accordingly, complained to the archbifliop of 
Turin, that the Waldenfes of the vallies of Piedmont 
were heretics, for the reafons as follow : 

1. That they did not believe in the doftrines of the 
church of Rome. 

2. That they made no offerings for prayers for the 
dead. 

3. That they did not go to mafs. 

4. That they did not confefs, and receive abfo- 
lution. 

5. That they did . not believe in purgatory, or pay 
money to get the fouls of their friends out of it. 

The archbifliop ordered a perfecution to , be com- 
menced upon thefe charges, and many fell martyrs to 
the fuperftitious rage of the monks and priefts. 

One of the reformed at Turin had his bowels torn 
out, and put into a bafon before his face, where they re- 
mained, in his view, till he expired. At Revel, Cate- 
lin Girard being at the flake, defired the executioner to 
give him up a ftone; which he refufed, thinking that 
he meant to throw it at fomebody ; but Girard alluring 
him that he had no fuch defign,' the executioner com- 
plied ; when Girard looking earneftly at the ftone, faid, 
When it is in the power of a man to eat and digeft this 
folid ftone, the religion for which I am about to fuffer 
fliall have an end, and not before. He then threw the 
ftone on the ground, and fubmitted cheerfully to the 
flames. A great many more of the reformed were op- 



preffed, or put to death, by various means, till the 
patience of the Waldenfes being tired out, they flew to 
arms in their own defence, and formed themfelves into 
regular bodies. 

Provoked at this, the archbifliop of Turin procured 
a number of troops, and lent againft them ; but in 
moft of the fkirmifhes and engagements- the Walde.nr 
fes were fuccefsful, which partly arofe from their being 
better acquainted with the pafl'es of the vallies of Pied- 
mont than their adverfaries, and partly from the defpe-- 
ration with which they fought; for they well knew, if 
they were -taken, they fhould not .be confidered as 
prifoners of war, but^ as heretics, flibuld be tortured 
to death. 

Philip, the feventh duke of Savoy, and funreme 
lord of. Piedmont, determined at length to intcrpofe 
his authority, and ftop thefe bloody wars, which ft» 
greatly difturbed his dominions. He was not willing to 
difoblige the pope, or affront the archbifliop of Turin; 
neverthelefs.he fent them both meffages, importing, that 
he could not any longer tamely fee his dominions over- 
run with troops, who were directed by priefts inllead of 
officers, and commanded by prelates in the place of 
generals; nor would he fuffer his country to be depo- 
pulated, while he himfelf had not been even confultcd 
upon the occafion. 

Perceiving the refolution of the duke, the priefts 
did all they could to prejudice his mind againft the 
Waldenfes; but the duke told them, that though he 
was unacquainted with the religious tenets of thefe 
people, yet he had always found them quiet, faithful, 
and obedient, and was therefore determined they fhould 
be perfected no longer. 

Accordingly the priefts had recourfe to the moft pal- 
pable and abfurd falsehoods : they affured the duke that 
he was miflaken in the Waldenfes, for they were a 
wicked" fet of people, and highly addicted to intem- 
perance, uncleannefs, blafphemy, adultery, inceft, and 
many other abominable crimes; apd that they were 
even monfters in nature, for their children were born 
with black . throats, with four rows of teeth, and bodies 
covered all over with hair. 

But the duke was not fo devoid of common fenfs as 
to give credit to what the priefls faid, though they 
affirmed, in the moft folemn manner, the truth of their 
affertions. He, however, fent twelve very learned and 
fenfible gentlemen into the Piedmontefe vallies, to ex- 
amine into the real characters of the people. 

Thefe gentlemen, after travelling through all their 
towns and villages, and converfing with people of every 
rank ampng the Waldenfes, returned to the duke, and, 
gave him the moft favourable account of thofe people; 
affirming, before the faces of the prielts who vilified 
them, that they were harmlefs, inoffenfive, loyal, 
friendly, induftrious, and pious : that they abhorred the 
crimes of which they were accufed ; and that, fllould an 
individual, through his depravity, fall into any of thofe 
crimes, he would, by their laws, be punifhed in the 
moft exemplary manner. With refpect to the children, 
the gentlemen faid, the priefts had told the moft grofs 
and ridiculous falfitiesi for they were neither born with 
black throats, teeth in their mouths, or hair on their 
bodies, but were as fine children as could be feen. 
" And to convince your highnefs of what we have faid 
(continued one of the gentlemen) we have brought 
twelve of the principal male inhabitants, who are come 
to afk pardon in the name of the relt, for having taken, 
up arms without your leave, though even in their own 
defence, and to preferve their lives from their mercilefs 
enemies. And we have likewife brought feveral women, 
with children of various ages, that your highnefs may 
have an opportunity of perfonally examining them "as 
much as you pleafe." 

Having accepted the apology of the twelve delegates, 
converfed with the women, 'and examined the chil- 
dren, the duke gracioufly difmiffed them. He then 
commanded the priefts, who had attempted to miflead 
him, immediately to leave the court ; and gave Itrict 
orders, that the perfecution fhould ceafe throughout his 
dominions. 



An ACCOUNT of the RISE, PROGRESS j &c. of the INQUISITION; 



For many years the Wajdenfes had enjoyed peace, " 
till Philip, the feventh duke of Savoy, died, when his 
fucceffor happened to be a very bigoted Papift. About 
the fame time, fome of the principal Waldenfes prd- 
pofed, that their clergy fhould preach in public, that 
every one might know the purity of their doctrines; 
for hitherto they had preached only in private, and to 
fuch congregations as they well knew to confift of none 
but perfons of the reformed religion. 

When informed of thefe proceedings, the new duke 
was greatly exafpera.tecl, and fent a confiderable body 
of troops into the vallies, fwearing, that if the people 
would not change their religion, he would have them 
flayed alive. The commander of the troops foon found 
the impracticability of conquering them with the num- 
ber of men he had with him : he, therefore, fent word 
to the duke ; that the idea of fubj.ugating the Waldenfes, 
with fo final! a force, was ridiculous; that thofe people 
were better acquainted with the country than any that 
were with him; that they had fecured all the pafies, 
were well armed, and relblutely determined to defend 
themfelves; and, with refpefcr. to flaying them alive, he 
faid, that every fkin -belonging to thofe people would 
coft him the lives of a dozen of his fubjefts. 

Alarmed at this information, the duke withdrew the 
troops, determining to aft not by force, but by ftrata- 
gem. He, therefore, ordered rewards for the taking of 
any of the Waldenfes, who might be found Graying, 
from their places of fecurity ; and thefe, when taken, 
were either flayed alive, or burnt. 

Hitherto the Waldenfes had only the New Tefta- 
ment, and a few books of the Old, in the Waldenfian 
tongue; but they determined now to have the facred 
writings complete in their own language. They, there- 
fore, employed a Swifs printer to furnifli them with a 
complete edition of the Old and New Teftament in the 
Waldenfian tongue, which he did for the confideration 
of fifteen hundred crowns of gold, paid him by thofe 
truly pious, people. 

Pope Paul the Third, a bigoted Papift, afcending 
the pontifical chair, immediately folicited the parlia- 
ment of Turin to perfecute the Waldenfes, as the moft 
pernicious of all heretics. 

To this the parliament readily agreed, when feveral 
■were fuddenly apprehended and burnt, by their order. 
Among thefe was Bartholomew Hector, a bookfeller 
and ftationer of Turin, who was brought up, a Roman- 
Catholic, but having read fome treatifes written by the 
reformed clergy, he was fully convinced of the errors of 
the church of Rome; yet his mind was, for fome time, 
wavering, and he hardly knew what perfuafion to 

After fome ferious confideration, he at lad fully 
embraced the reformed religion, and was apprehended, 
as we have already mentioned, and burnt by order of 
the parliament of Turin. 

Now a confutation was held by the parliament of 
Turin, in which it was agreed, to fend deputies to the 
vallies of Piedmont, with propofitions as follow : 

1. That if the Waldenfes would come to the bofom 
of the church of Rome, and embrace the Roman-Ca- 
tholic religion, they fhould enjoy their houfes, proper- 
ties, and lands, and live with their families, without the 
leaft moleftation. 

2. That to prove their obedience, they fhould fend 
twelve of their principal perfons, with all their minifters 
and fchool-mafters, to Turin, to be dealt with at dif- 

3. That the. pope, the king of France, and the 
duke of Savoy, approved of, and authorized the pro- 
ceedings of the parliament of Turin, upon this oc- 
cafion. . 

4. That if the Waldenfes of the vallies of Pied- 
mont refufed to comply with thefe propofitions, 
perfecution ftiould enfue, and certain death be their 
portion. 

The Waldenfes anfwering thefe propofitions refpec- 
lively, made the following very noble replies : 

1. That no confideration whatever fhould make 
them renounce their religion. 



2. That they would never confent to commit their 
beft and moft resectable friends, to the cuftody 
and difcretion of their worft and moft inveterate 
enemies. 

3. That they Valued the approbation of the King of 
kings, who reigns in heaven, more than any temporal 
authority. 

4. That their fouls were rriore precious than their 
bodies. 

Thefe fpirited and pointed replies greatly exafperated 
the parliament of TUrin : they continued, with more 
avidity than ever, to kidnap fuch Waldenfes as did not 
act. with proper precaution, who were lure to fuffer the 
moft cruel deaths. Among thefe it unfortunately hap- 
pened, that they got hold of Jeffery Varnaglc, minifter 
of Angrogne, whom, they accUfed as an heretic, and 
committed to the flames. 

Then they folicited a confiderable body of troops of 
the king of France, in order to exterminate the reformed 
entirely from the vallies of Piedmont; but juft as the 
troops were going to march, the Proteflant princes of 
Germany interpoi'ed, and threatened 10 fend troops to 
aflift the Waldenfes, if they, fhould be attacked. The , 
king of France, not caring to enter into a war, remand- ■ 
ed the troops, and fent word to the parliament of Turin, 
that he could not fpare any troops at prefent to aft in 
Piedmont. The members of the parliament were greatly 
vexed at this difappointment, and the perfecution gra- 
dually ceafed ; for as they could only put to death fuch 
of the reformed as they caught by chance, and as the 
Waldenfes daily grew more cautious, their cruelty was 
obliged to fubfide, for want of objects on whom to 
exercife it. 

When the W aldenfeshad enjoyed a few years tranquil- 
lity, they were again difturbed by the following, means : 
the pope's nuncio coming to Turin to the duke of Savoy 
upon bufinefs, told that prince he was aflonifhed he 
had not yet either rooted out the Waldenfes from the 
vallies of Piedmont entirely, or compelled them to enter 
into the bofom of the church of Rome. That he could 
not help looking upon fuch conduct with a fufpicious 
eye, and that he really thought him a favourer of thofe 
heretics, and fhould report the affair accordingly to his 
holinefs the pope. 

Inflamed by this refleftion, and unwilling to be mifre- 
prefented to the pope, the duke determined to act with 
the greateft feverity, in order to fhew his zeal, and to 
make amends for former neglect by future cruelty. He^ 
accordingly, iffued exprefs orders for all the Waldenfes 
to attend mafs regularly,, on pain of death. This they 
abfolutely refufed to do, on which he entered the Pied- 
montefe vallies, with a formidable body of troops, and 
began a moft furious perfecution, in which great numbers 
were hanged, drowned, ripped open, tied to trees, and 
pierced with prongs, thrown from precipices, burnt, 
(tabbed, racked, to death, worried by dogs, crucified 
with their heads downwards, &c. &c. 

All who fled had their goods plundered, and their 
houfes burnt to the ground : they were particularly cruel 
when they caught a minifter or a fchool-mafter, whom 
they put to fuch exquifite tortures, as are almoft incre- 
dible to conceive. If any whom they took feemed wa- 
vering in their faith, they did not put them to death, but 
fent them to the gallies, to be made converts by dint of 
"hardfhips. 

On this occafion, the moft cruel perfecutors that 
attended the duke were three in number, viz. 1. Tho- 
mas Income!, an apoftate ; for he was brought up in the 
reformed religion, but renounced his faith, embraced 
the errors, of Popery, and turned monk. He was a 
great libertine, given to unnatural crimes, and fordidly 
folicitous for the plunder of the Waldenfes. 2. Corbis, 
a man of a very ferocious and cruel nature, whofe bufi- 
nefs was to examine the prifoners. 3. The provoft of 
juttice, who was very .anxious for the execution of 
the Waldenfes, as every execution put money into his 
pocket. 

Now thefe three perfequtors were unmerciful to the 
laft degree; and wherever they came, the blood of the in- 
nocent was fure to flow. Exclufive of the cruelties exer- 
cifed 
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c'sfed by the duke, by thefe three perfons, and the army, 
in their different marches, many local barbarities were 
committed. At Pignerol, a town in the vallics, was a 
monaftery, the monks of which finding they might injure 
the reformed with impunity, began to plunder the 
houfes, and pull down the churches of the Waldenfcs. 
Not meeting with any opposition, they next feized upon 
the perfons of thole unhappy people, murdering the men, 
confining the women, andputting the children to Roman- 
Catholic nurl'es. 

In like manner the Roman-Catholic inhabitants of the 
valley of St. Martin did all they could to torment the 
neighbouring Waldenfcs: they deftroyed their churches, 
burnt their houfes, feized their properties, Role their 
cattle, converted their lands to their ownufe, committed 
their miniaers to the flames, and drove the Waldenfcs to' 
the woods, where they had nothing to fublift on but 
wild fruits, the bark of trees, roots, &c. &c. 

A few Roman -Catholic ruffians having feized ami nifter 
as he was going to preach, determined to take him to 
a convenient place, and burn him. His parifbioncrs 
having intelligence of the affair, the men armed them- 
felves, purfued ihe ruffians, and fecmed determined to 
refcue their miniller; which the ruffians no fooner per- 
ceived, than they llabbed the poor gentleman, and leav- 
ing him weltering in his blood, made a precipitate re- 
treat. The aflonifhed parifhioners did all they could to 
recover him, but in vain; for the weapon had touched 
the vital parts, and he expired as they were carrying 
him to his dwelling. 

The monks of Pignerol having a great inclination to 
get a minifterof a town in the vallies, called St. Ger- 
main, into their, power, hired a band of ruffians for the 
purpofe of apprehending him. Thefe fellows were con- 
ducted by a treacherous perfon, who had formerly been 
a fervaut to the clergyman', and who perfectly well knew 
a fecrct way to the houfe, by which he could lead them 
without alarming the neighbourhood. The guide 
knocked at the door, and being afked who was there, 
anfwered in his own name. The clergyman, not ex. 
pefting any injury from a perfon 011 whom he had heap- 
ed favours, immediately opened the door ; but perceiv- 
ing the ruffians, he llarted back, and fled to a back 
door; but they ruflied in, followed and feized him. 
Having murdered all his family, they made him proceed 
towards Pignerol, goading him all the way with pikes, 
lances, fwbrds, &c. He was kept a confiderable time 
in prifon, and then fattened to the flake to be burnt ; 
when two women of the Waldenfcs, who had renounced 
their religion to fave their lives, were ordered to carry 
faggots to the ftake to burn him; and as they laid them 
down, to fay, Take thefe, thou wicked heretic, in i;e- 
compence for the. pernicious docirines thou haft taught 
us. Thefe words they both repeated to him: to which 
he calmly replied, I formerly taught you well, but you 
have fincc learned ill. The fire was then put to the 
faggots, and he was fpeedily confumed, calling upon the 
name of the Lord as long as he retained his voice. 

Seeing the troops of ruffians, belonging to the monks, 
did great mifchief about the town of St. Germain, mur- 
dering and plundering many of the inhabitants, the 
reformed of Lucerne and Angrogne fent fome bands of 
armed men to the affiftance of their brethren of St. 
Germain. Thefe bodies of armed men frequently at- 
tacked the ruffians, and often put them to the rout, 
which lb terrified the monks, that they left their monaf- 
tery of Pignerol for fome time, till they could procure 
a body of regular troops for their protection. 

Now the duke, not thinking himfelf fo fuccefsful as he 
atlirftimaginedhelhould bc.greatlyaugnientcd his forces, 
ordered the bands of ruffians, belonging to the monks, 
fhould join him, and commanded, that a general gaol- 
dclivery Ihould take place, provided the perfons rc- 
leafed would bear arms, and form themfelves into 
light companies, to affilt in the extermination of the 
Waldenfcs. 

As foona<s the Waldenfcs were informed of the proceed- 
ings, they fecured as much of their properties as they could, 
and quitting the vallies, retired to the rocks and caves 
among the Alps ; for it is to be underftood, that the 



vallics of Piedmont are Gtuatcd at. the foot of thofe 
prodigious mountains, called the Alps, or the Alpine 
Hills. 

Now the army began to plunder and burn the towns 
and villages wherever they came; but the troops could 
not force the pafl'es to the Alps, which were gallantly 
defended by the Waldcnies, who always rcpul'fed their 
enemies; but if any fell into the hands of the troops, 
thev were lure to be treated in the molt barbarous and 
fevere manner. 

A foldier having caught one of the Waldenfcs, bit his 
right car off", faying, I will carry this member of that 
wicked heretic with me into my own country, and pre- 
ferve it as a raritv. He then llabbed the man, and 
threw him into a ditch. 

A party of the troops found a venerable man upwards 
of an hundred years of age, together with his grand- 
daughter, a maiden, of about eighteen, in a cave. Thev 
butchered the poor old man in a moll inhuman manner, 
and then attempted to ra villi the girl, when Ihe llarted 
away, and fled from them ; but they pu-.fuing her, flic 
threw herfclf froth a precipice, and expired. 

The Waldenfcs, in order the more effectually to be 
able to repel force by force, entered into a league with 
the Proteltant powers in Germany, and with the reform- 
ed of Dauphiny and.Pragcla. Thefe were, refpcQively to 
furnifh bodies of troops; and the Waldenfcs determined, 
when thus- reinforced, to quit the mountains of the Alps, 
where they mull loon have perifhed, as the winter was 
coming on, and to force the duke's army to evacuate 
their native vallies. 

At length, the duke of Savoy was tired of the war ; it 
had colt him great fatigue antianxiety of mind, a vail 
number of men; and very confiderable fums of money. 
It had been much more tedious and bloodv than he ex- 
pefted, as well as more expenlivc than he' could at fir ft 
have imagined, for he thought the plunder would have 
difcharged the expenccs of the expedition; but in this 
he was miltaken, for the pope's nuncio, the bilhops, 
monks, and other ecclciiafti.es, who attended the army 
and encouraged the war, funk the greatefl part of the 
wealth that was taken, under various pretences. For 
thefe reafbns, and the death of his duch'efs, of which he 
had juft received intelligence, and fearing that the 
Waldenfcs, by the treaties they had entered into, would 
become more powerful than ever, he determined to re- 
turn to Turin with his army, and to make peace with 
the Waldenfcs. 

Happily he executed this refolution, though greatly 
againftthe will of the ccclefiaftics, who were the chief 
gainers, and the belt pleafed with revenge. Before the 
articles of peace could be ratified, the duke himfelf died 
foon after his return to Turin; but on his death-bed he 
(trifctly enjoined his fon to perform what he had 
intended, and to be as favourable as poffible to the 
Waldenfcs. 

Charles-Emanuel, the duke's fon, fucceeded to the 
dominions of Savoy, and gave a full ratification of peace 
to the Waldenfes.'accordingto the laft injunaions of 
his father, though the eccleliaftics did all they could to 
diffuade him from his noble purpofe. 



A full and particular Account of the Persecutions in 
Venice. 

W.HEN the Hate of Venice was free from inquifi- 
tors, a great number of Proteftantsfixed their rcfi- 
dence there, and many converts were made by the purity 
of the doElrines they profeffed, and the inoffenfivenefs 
of the converfation they made ufe of. 

As foon as the pope was informed of the great increafe 
of Proteftantifm, he, in the year 1542, fent inquifitors to 
Venice, to make an inquiry into the matter, and apprehend 
fuch as they might deem obnoxious perfons. Hence a 
fevere perfecution began, and many worthy perfons were 
martyred for ferving God with purity, and fcorning the 
trappings of idle fuperftition. 

The modes by which the ProteRants were deprived 
of life were fcveral ; but one particular method, which 
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was firft invented upon this occafion, we fhall defcribc : 
As foon as fentcnce was palled, the prifoner had an iron 
chain, which ran through a great done, fattened to his 
body ; he was then laid fiat upon a plank, with his 
face upwards, and rowed between two boats to a certain 
diltance at lea, when the boats feparated, and, by the 
weight of the Hone, he was funk to the bottom. 

When any denied the jurifdiclion of the inquifitors at 
Venice, they were fent to Rome, where, being com- 
muted purpofdy to damp prifons, and never called to 
an hearing, their flelh mortified, and they there died 

Anthony Ricetli, a citizen of Venice, being appre- 
hended as a Proteltant, was fentenced to be drowned in 
the manner wc have already defcribed. A few days 
previous to the time appointed for his execution, his fon 
went to him, and begged him to recant, that his life 
might be raved, and himfelf not left fathcrlefs. To 
which the father replied, A good Chrifiian is bound to 
relinquilh not only goods and children, but life itfelf for 
the glory of his Redeemer: therefore I am rcfolved to 
facrilice every tiling in this tranhtory world, for the fake 
of falvation in a world that will laft to eternity. The 
lords of Venice likewile fent-him word, that if he would 
embrace the Roman-Catholic religion, they would not 
only give him his life, but redeem a confiderable eftate 
which he had mortgaged, and freelv prefent him with it. 
This, however, he abfbltitely refuted to comply with, 
fending word to the nobles, that he valued his foul be- 
yond al! other confute rations; and being told that a fel- 
low-prifotier, named Francis Sega, had recanted, he 
anfwered, If he has forfaken God, I pity him; but I fhall 
continue ftedfaft in my dutv. Finding all endeavours 
to perfuade him to renounce his faith ineffectual, he 
was executed according to his fentence, dying cheer- 
fully, and recommending his foul fervently to the Al- 
mighty Creator. 

All that Ricetti had been told concerning the apoftacy 
of Francis Sega was abiblut.elv falfe, for he had never 
offered to recant, but fiedfaftly perfitted in his faith: 
and was executed, a few days after Ricetti, in the very 
fame manner. 

A Protectant gentleman of very great learning, named 
Francis Spinola, being apprehended by order of the in- 
quifitors, was carried before their tribunal. A treatife 
on the Lord's Supper was then put into his hands, and he 
was afked if he knew the author of it. To which he re- 
plied, I confefs myfelf to be the author of it, and at the 
fame time folemnly affirm, that there is not a line in it 
but what is authorized by, and cont'onant to, the Holy 
Scriptures. On this confeflion he was committed clofe 
prifoner to a dungeon for feveral days. 

When brought to a I'econd examination, he charged 
the pope's legate, and the inquifitors, with being mer- 
cilefs barbarians, and then reprefented the fupcrltitions 
and idolatries praciifed by the church of Rome in fo 
glaring a light, that not being able to refute his argu- 
ments, they fent him back to his dungeon, to make him 
repent of what he had uttered. 

They afked him, on his third examination, if he would 
recant his errors? To which he anfwered, That the 
doftrines he maintained were not erroneous, being 
purely the fame as thole which Chrift and his apoflles 
had taught, and which were handed down to us in the 
Sacred Writings. The inquifitors then lentenced him 
to be drowned, which was executed in the manner al- 
ready defcribed. He went to meet death with the 
utmoft fercnity, teeming to wifn for diffolution, and 
declaring, that the prolongation of this life did but tend 
to retard that real happinefs which could be only ex- 
pected in the other world. 



At niterejliug Account of feveral remarkable Individuals, 
■a ho •xere martyred in diftheut Pans uf Italv, for their 
Religion. 

JOHN MO I. LI US was born at Rome, of reputable, 
parents. At twelve years of age they placed him 



in the monaftery of Grey Friars, where he made fuch 
a rapid progrefs in arts] faiences, and languages, that 
he was permitted to take prieft's orders at the early age 
of eighteen years. 

Mollius was then fent to Fei rnra, where, after purfu- 
ing hisfludies fix years longer, he was madctheological 
readerin the univerlity of that city. He now, unhappily, 
exerted his great talents to difguile theguf'pel truths, and 
to varnifh over the errors of the church of- Rome. 
After fomc years refidence at Ferrara, he removed to the 
univcrfity of Bononia, where he became a proteffor. 
Having read fome treatifes written by minifters of the 
reformed religion, he grew fully'tenfible of the errors 
of Popery, and foon became in his heart a zealous 
Protectant. 

This man now determined to exp mnd, according to 
the purity of the gofpel, St. Paul's epifllc to the Romans, 
in a regular courfe of fermons. The concourfe ofpeoplc 
that continually attended his preaching was f'urprtfing; 
but when the priefis found the tenor of his doctrines, 
they difpatched an account of the affair to Rome; when 
the pope tent a monk, named Cornelius, to Bononia, 
to expound the fame epifllc, according to the tenets of 
the church of Rome. The people, however, found 
fuch a difparity between the two preachers, that the au- 
dience of Mollius increafed, and Cornelius was forced 
to preach to empty benches. 

Hereupon Cornelius wrote an account of his bad fuc- 
cefs to the pope, who immediately fent an order to ap- 
prehend Mollius, who was feized upon accordingly, and 
kept in clote confinement. The b.ifhop of Bononia fent 
him word, that he mult recant, or be burnt j but he ap- 
pealed to Rome, and was accordingly removed there. 

Here he begged to have a public trial, but that the 
pope abfolutely denied him, and commanded him to 
give an account of his opinions in writing, which he did 
under the following heads: 

1. Original fin. 8. Mafs. 

2. Free-will. 9. Auricular confeflion. 

3. Theinfallibilityofthe 10. Prayers for the dead. 

church of Rome. 11. The hoft. 

4. Theinfallibilityofthe 12. Prayers to faints. 

pope. 13. Going 011 pilgrimages'. 

5. Justification byfailh. 14. Extreme unaion. 

6. Purgatory. 15. Performing fervicc in 

7. Tranfubftantiation. an unknown tongue. ' 
And all thefe he confirmed from fcripture authority. 

The pope, upon this occafion, -for political rcafons, 
fpared him for the prefent, but foon after, in 1553] had 
him apprehended, and put to death; he being firft hanged, 
and his body burnt to afhes. 

In 1554, Francis Gamba, a Lombard, of the Pro- 
tectant perfuafion, was apprehended, and condemned to 
death by the fenate of Milan. At the place of exe- 
cution, a monk pretented a crofs to liini; to whom he 
faid, My mind is fo full of the real merits and good- 
ners of Chrift, that I want not a piece of fenfelefs Hick 
to put mc in mind of him. For this expreflion his 
tongue was bored through, and he was afterwards com- 
mitted to the flames.. 

In 1555, Algerius, a Undent in the univcrfity of 
Padua, and a man of great learning, having embraced 
the reformed religion, did all he could to convert others. 
For thefe proceedings he wasaccufed of herefy to the 
pope, and being apprehended, was committed to the 
prifon at Venice, where, being allowed the ufe of pen, 
ink, and paper, he wrote to his converts at Padua a 
celebrated epiltle as follows: 



LETTER 



From Al 
' Dear F 



■0 his Converts at Padua. 



" T Cannot omit this opportunity of letting you know 
JL the fincere pleafure I feel in my confinement ; to 
fuffer for Chrift is delectable, indeed: to undergo a lit- 
tle tranfitory pain in this world, for his fake, is cheaply 
10 N purchafing 
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purchafing a reverfion of eternal glory, in a life that is 
everlafting. 

" Hence, I have found honey in the entrails of a lion ; 
a paradife in a prifon; tranquillity in the houfe of for- 
row: where others weep, I rejoice; where others trem- 
ble and faint, I find ftrength and courage. The Al- 
mighty alone confers thefe favours on me; be his the 
glory and the praife. 

" How different do I find myfelf from what I was be- 
fore I embraced the truth in it's purity; I was then 
dark, doubtful, and in dread; I am now enlightened, 
certain, and full of joy. He that was far from me is 
prcfent with me; he comforts my fpirit, heals my griefs, 
ftrengthens my mind, refrefhes my heart, and fortifies 
my foul. Learn, therefore, how merciful and amiable 
the Lord is, who fupports his fervants under temptations,, 
expels their forrows, lightens their afflictions, and even 
vilits them with his glorious prefence, in the gloom of 
a difmal dungeon. 

" Your finccre friend, 

When the pope was informedof Algerius'sgreat learn- 
ing, and furprifing natural abilities, he thought it would 
be of infinite, fervice to the church of RomeJ if he 
could induce him to forfake the Proteftant caufe. He, 
therefore, fent for him to Rome, and tried, by the moll 
profane promifes, to win him to his purpofe. But find- 
ing his endeavours ineffectual, he ordered him to be 
burnt, which fentence was accordingly executed. 

In 1559, John Alloyfius, being fent from Geneva 
to preach in Calabria, was there apprehended as a Pro- 
teftant, carried to Rome, and burnt by order of the 

Eope; and James Bovellus was burnt at Meflina for the 
ime reafon. 

In 1560, pope Pius the Fourth ordered all the Pro- 
teftants to be feverely perfecuted throughout the 
Italian ftates, when great numbers of every age, fex, 
and condition, fuffered martyrdom. Concerning the 
cruelties prattifed upon this occafion, a learned and hu- 
mane Roman-Catholic thus fpeaks of them, in a letter 
to a noble lord: " I cannot, my lord, forbear difclofing 
my fentiments, with refpect to the perfecution now 
carrying on: I think it cruel and unnecefTary; I trem- 
ble at the manner of putting to death, as it refembles 
more the {laughter of calves and fhecp, than the exe- 
cution of human beings. I will relate to your lordfhip 
a dreadful fcene, of which I was myfelf an eye-witnefs : 
feventy Proteftantswere cooped up in one filthy dungeon 
together; the executioner went in among them, picked 
out one from among the reft, blindfolded him, led him 
out to an open place before the prifon, and cut his throat 
with the greateft compofure. He then calmly walked 
into the prifon again, bloody as he was, and with the 
knife in his hand felected another, and difpatched him 
in the fame manner; and this, my lord, he repeated till 
the whole number were put to death. I leave it to 
your lordftiip's feelings to judge of my fenfations upon 
the occafion; my tears now wafh the paper upon which 
I give you the recital. Another thing I muft mention, 
the patience with which they met death: they fecmed 
all refignati on and piety, fervently praying to God, and 
cheerfully encountering their fate. I cannot refleQ 
withoutfnuddering, how the executioner held thcbloody 
knife between his teeth; what a dreadful figure he ap- 
peared, all covered with blood, and with what uncon- 
cern he executed his barbarous office." 

There was a young Englifhman at Rome, who hap- 
pened to be one day pafling by a church, when the pro- 
ceflion of the holt was jult coming out. A bifhop carried 
the hoft, which the young man perceiving, he (hatched 
it from him, threw it upon the ground, and trampled it 
under his feet, crying out, Ye wretched idolaters, that 
neglect the true God to adore a morfel of bread. This 
action fo provoked the people, that they would have 
torn him to pieces upon the (pot; but the priefts having 
perfuaded them to let him abide by the fentence of the 
pope, they reftrained their fury. 

As foon as theaffairwas reprefented to the pope, he was 
fo greatly exafperated that he ordered theprifoner to be 
burnt immediately; but a cardinal diffuaded him from 



this hafty fentence, faying, it was better to punifii him by 
flow degrees, and to torture him, that they might find 
out if he had been inftigated by any particular perfon to 
commit an act fo atrocious. 

This being approved, he was tortured with the raoft 
exemplary fevcrity, notwithllanding which they could 
only get thefe words from him, '« It was the will of God 
that I fhould do what I did." 

Accordingly the pope pafl this fentenceupon him: 

1. " That he fhould be led, naked to the middle, 
through the ftreets of Rome, by the executioner. 

2. " That he fhould wear the image of the devil up- 
011 his head. 

3. " That his breeches fhould be painted with the re- 
prel'entation of flames. 

4. " That he fhould have his right hand cut off. 

5. " That after having been carried about thus in 
proceffion, he fhould be burnt." 

Having heard his fentence pronounced, he implored 
God to give him ftrength and fortitude to go through 
it. As he paffed through the ftreets he was greatly de- 
rided by the people, to whom he faid fomc fevere things 
refpefcting the Romifli fupcrftition. But a cardinal, 
who attended the proceffion, over-hearing him, ordered 
him to be gagged. 

As foon as he came to the church door, where he 
trampled on the hoft, the hangman cut off his right hand, 
and fixed it on a pole. Then two tormentors, with flam- 
ing torches, fcorched and burnt his flefli all the reft of 
the way. At the place of execution he kiffed the chains 
that were to bind him to the flake. A monk prefenting 
the figure of a faint to him, he flruck it afide, and then 
being chained to the flake, fire was put to the faggots, 
and he was burnt to afhes in an inftant. 

Shortly after the laft mentioned execution, a venera- 
ble old man, who had long been a prifoner in the inqui- 
fition, was condemned to be burnt, and brought out for 
execution. When he was fattened to the flake, a prielt 
held a crucifix to him, on which he faid, " If you do 
not take that idol from my light, you will conltrain me 
to fpi l upon it." The pricft rebuked him for this with 
great feverity ; but he bade him remember the firft and 
fecond commandments, and refrain from idolatry, as 
God himrelf had commanded. He was then gagged, 
that he fhould not fpeak any more, and fire being put 
to the faggots, be fuffered martyrdom in the flames 
with great fortitude. 



Summary of the Persecutions in the .Marquifate of 



IN 1561 the marquifateof Saluces, on the fouth fide 
of the vallies of Piedmont, was principally inha- 
bited by Proteftants; when the marquis, who was pro- 
prietor of it, began a profecution againft them at the 
inftigation of the. then pope. He began by banifhing 
the miniflcrs, and if any of them refufed to leave 
their flocks, they were fure to be imprifoned, and feverely 
tortured; however, he did not proceed fo far as to put 
any to death. 

A little, after the marquifate fell into the poffeffion of 
the duke of Savoy, who fent circular letters to all the 
towns and villages, that he expected the people fhould 
all conform to go to mafs. 

Upon receiving this letter, the inhabitants of Saluces 
returned the following general epiftle for anfwer. 

"WE humbly entreat your permiflion to continue in 
the practice of the religion which we have always 
profefled, and which our fathers have profeffed be- 
fore us. In this we fhall acquit our confeienccs, with- 
out offending any; for we are fenfible that our religion 
is founded on the Holy Scriptures, by whofe precepts 
we are commanded not to injure our neighbours. 

" We likewife implore your protection; for as Jews, 
infidels, and other enemies to Chrift, are fuffered to live 
in your dominions unmolefted, we hope the fame indul- 
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gence may be granted to Chriltians, whofe very faith 
obliges them to be harmlefs, honeft, inoffenfive, and 

" We remain your highnefs's refpeclful, 
obedient, and faithful fubje&s, 
"The Protestant Inhabitants of the 
Marquisate of Saluces." 

This letter being read, the duke did not interrupt 
the Proteftants for fome time; but, at length, he fent 
them word, that they muft either conform to go to mafs, 
or leave his dominions in fifteen days. The Proteftants, 
upon this unexpected edicl, fent a deputy to the duke to 
oljtain it's revocation, or at lead to have it moderated. 
But their remonftrances were in vain, and they were 
given to understand that the edia was peremptory. 

There were fome weak enough to go to mafs, in order 
to avoid banifhment, and preferve their property ; others 
removed, with all their effects to different countries; and 
many neglected the time fo long, that they were obliged 
to abandon all they were worth, and leave the marqui- 
fate in hafte. Thole, who unhappily ftaid behind, were 
feized, plundered, and put to death without mercy. 



4 particular Account »//iif Persecutions in the Vallies 
of Piedmont, in the Seventeenth Century. 

HEN pope Clement the Eighth fent miffionaries 
.into the vallies of Piedmont, to induce the Pro- 
teftants to renounce their religion, thefe miffionaries 
having ereBed monasteries in feveral parts of the vallies, 
became exceedingly troublefome to thofe of the re- 
formed, where the monasteries appeared not only as 
fortrefles to curb, but as fanctuaries for all fuch to fly 
to, as had injured them in any degree. 

The Protellants petitioned the duke of Savoy againft 
thefe miffionaries, whofe infolencc and ill-ufage were 
become intolerable; but instead of getting any redrefs, 
the intereft of the miffionaries fo far prevailed, that the 1 
duke publifhed a decree, in which he declared, that one 
witnefs fhould be fufficient in a court of law againft a 
Protestant; and that any witnefs, who convicted a Pro- 
tectant of any crime whatever fhould be entitled to an 
hundred crowns as a reward. 

Upon the publication of a decree of this nature, it 
maybe eafily imagined, that many Proteftantsfell martyrs 
to perjury and avarice; for feveral villanous Papilts 
■would fwear any thing againft the Proteftants for the 
fake of the reward, and then fly to their own priefts for 
abfolution from their fall'e oaths. If any Roman-Catho- 
lic, of more confeience than the reft, blamed thefe fel- 
lows for their atrocious crimes, they themfelves were in 
danger of being informed againft, and punifhed as fa- 
vourers of herefy, which they called Proteltantifm. 

Now thefe mi'monaries did all they could to get the 
booksof the Proteftants into their power, in order to burn 
them; when the Pioteftantsdoinglhciiiitmoft endeavours 
to conceal their books, the miffionaries wrote to the duke 
of Savoy, who, for the heinous crime.of not furrender- 
ing their bibles, prayer-books, and religious treatifes, 
fent a number of troops to be quartered on them. Thefe 
military gentry did great mifchief in the houfes of the 
Proteftants, and deftroyed fuch quantities of provifions, 
as occasioned the ruin 'of many families. 

Now, to encourage, as much as poffible, the apoftacy 
of the Proteftants, the duke of Savoy publifhed a procla- 
mation, wherein he faid, " To encourage the heretics to 
turn Catholics, it is our will and pleafure, and we do 
hereby exprefsly command, that all fuch as fhall em- 
brace the holy Roman faith, fhall enjoy an exemption 
from all and every tax for the fpace of five years, com- 
mencing from the day of their conversion." The duke 
of Savoy likewife eltablifhed a court, called, The coun- 
cil for extirpating the heretics. This court was to enter 
into inquiries concerning the ancient privileges of the 
Proteftant churches, and the decrees which had been, 
from time to time, made in favour of the Proteftants. 
But the inveftigation of thefe things was carried on with 
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the moft manifeft partiality ; old charters were wrefted 
to a wrong fenfe, and fophiftry was ufed to pervert the 
meaning of every thing, which tended to favour the re- 
formed. 

Thefe feverities not feeming fufficient, the duke, 
foon after, publifhed another edict, in which he ftrictly 
commanded, that no Proteftant fhould act as a fchool- 
mafter, or tutor, either in public or private, or dare to 
teach any art, fcience, or language, directly or indi- 
rectly, to perfons of any perfuafion whatever. 

Another, equally fevere, immediately followed this 
edict, which decreed, that no Proteftant mould hold any 
place of profit, truft, or honour; and to wind up the 
whole, the certain token of an approaching perfecution 
came forth in a final edict, by which it was pofitively 
ordered, that all Proteftants fhould diligently attend 
mafs. 

The publication of an edia, containing fuch an in- 
junction, may be compared to unfurling the bloody 
flag; for murder and rapine were certain to follow. 
One of the firft objeas that attraaed the notice of the 
Papifts, was Mr. Sebaltian Bafan, a zealous Proteftant, 
who was feized by the miffionaries, confined, tormented 
for fifteen months, and then committed to the flames. 

Before the perfecution, the miffionaries employed 
kidnappers to fteal away the Proteftants' children, 
that they might privately be brought up Roman-Catho- 
lics; but now they took away the children by open 
force, and if they met with any refiftance, the wretched 
parents were immediately murdered. 

The duke of Savoy, to give greater vigour to the 
perfecution, called a general affembly of the Roman- 
Catholic nobility and gentry, when a folemn edia was 
publifhed againft the reformed, containing many heads, 
and including feveral reafons for extirpating the Pro- 
teftants; among which the following were the principal. 

For the prefervation of the papal authority. 

That the church livings may be all under one mode 
of government. 

To make an union among all parties. 

In honour of all the faints, and of the ceremonies of 
the church of Rome. 

This fevere edia was followed by a moft cruel order, 
publifhed on January 25, A. D. 1655, under the duke's 
fanaion, by Andrew Gaftaldo, doctor of civil laws. 
This order fet forth, " That every head, of a family, 
with the individuals of that family, of the reformed re- 
ligion, of what rank, degree, or condition foever, none 
excepted, inhabiting and poffefling eftates in Lucerne, 
St. Giovanni, Bibiana, Campiglione, St. Secondo, Lu- 
cernetta, La Torre, Fenile, and Bricheraffio, ' fhould, 
within three days after the publication thereof, withdraw 
and depart, and be withdrawn out of the faid places, 
and tranflated into the places and limits tolerated by his 
highnefs during his pleafure; particularly Bobbio, An-> 
grogna, Villaro, Rorata, and the county of Bonetti. 

" And all this to be done on pain of death, and con- 
fifcation of houfe and goods, unlefs within the limited 
time they turned Roman-Catholics." 

Such a fpcedy flight, in the midft of winter, may be 
conceived as no agreeable tafk, efpecially in a country 
almolt furrounded by mountains. The fudden order 
affeacd all, and things, which would have been fcarcely 
noticed at another time, now appeared in the moft 
confpicuous light. 'Women with child, or women 
jult lain-in, were not objeas of pity on this order for 
fudden removal, for all were included in the command; 
and it unfortunately happened, that the winter was re- 
markably rigorous and fevere. 

However, the Papifts drove the people from their 
habitations at the time appointed, without even fuffer- 
ing them to have fufficient clothes to cover them ; and 
many perifhed in the mountains through the feverity of 
the weather, or for want of food. Some, however, 
who remained behind after the decree was publifhed, 
met with the fevereft treatment, being murdered by the 
Popifh inhabitants, or fhot by the troops who were quar- 
tered in the vallies. A particular defcription of thefe 
cruelties is given in a letter, written by a Proteftant, 
who was upon the fpot, and who happily efcaped the 
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carnage. " The army, fays he, having got footing, 
became very numerous, by the addition of a multitude 
of the neighboring Popifh inhabitants, who finding we 
■were the dedined prey of the plunderers, fell upon us 
with an impetuous fury. Exclufive of the duke of Sa- 
voy's troops, and the Popifh inhabitants, there were fe- 
veral regiments of French auxiliaries, fome companies 
belonging to the Irifh brigades,, and feveral bands form- 
ed of outlaws, fmugglers, and prifoners, who had been 
proniifed pardon and liberty in this world, and abfolu- 
tion in the next, for aflifting to exterminate the Protef- 
tants from Piedmont. 

" This armed multitude being encouraged by the 
Roman-Catholic bifhops and monks, fell upon the Pro- 
teftants in a mod furious manner. Nothing now was to 
be feen but the face of horror and defpair; blood ftained 
the doors of the houfes, dead bodies beftrewed the 
ftreets, groans and cries were heard from all parts. 
Some armed thernfelves, and fkirmifhed with the 
troops; and many, with their families, fled to the 
mountains. In one village they cruelly tormented 150 
women and children after the men were fled, beheading 
the women, and dafhiiig out the brains of the children. 
In the towns of Villaro and Bobbio, mod of thofe that 
refufed to go to mafs, who were upwards of fifteen 
years of age, they crucified with their heads down- 
wards; and the greater number of thofe who were un- 
der that age were drangled." 

A woman of fixty years of age, named Sarah Raftig- 
nole des Vignes, being fcized by fome foldiers', they 
ordered her to lay a prayer to fome faints; which die 
refufing, they thruft a fickle into her belly, ripped her 
up, and then cut her head off. 

A handfome young woman, of the name of Martha 
Conltantine, was treated with great indecency and cru- 
elty by feveral of the troops, wiio fir ft ravifhed, and then 
killed her, by cutting off her breads. Thefe they fried, 
and fet before fome of their comrades, who eat them 
• without knowing what they were. When they had 
done eating, .the others told them what they had made 
a meal of, in confequence of which a quarrel enfued, 
l'words were drawn, and a battle took place. Several 
were killed in the fray, the greater part of whom were 
thofe concerned in the horrid maffacre of the woman, 
and who had praEtifed fuch an inhuman deception on 
their deluded comrades. 

A man at Thrafliniere was feized by fome of the fol- 
diers, who ran the points of their l'words through his ears, 
and through his feet. They then tore off the nails of 
his fingers and toes with red-hot pincers, tied him to the 
tail of an afs, and dragged him about the ftreets; and, 
finally, fadened a cord round his head, which they 
twifted with a dick in fo violent a manner as to wring 
it from his body. 

A Proteftant, of about eighty years of age, named 
Peter Simonds, was tied neckand heels, and then thrown 
down aprecipicc. In the fall the branch of a tree caught 
hold of the ropes that fadened hiin, and fufpended him 
in the mid-way, fo that he languilhed for feveral days, 
and at length mifcrably peridted of hunger. 

One Efay. Garcino, refilling to renounce his religion, 
was cut into final) pieces; the foldiers, in ridicule, faying, 
they had minced him. A woman, named Armand, had 
every limb feparated from each other, and then the 
refpettive parts were hung upon a hedge. Two old wo- 
men were ripped open, and left in the fields upon the 
fnow, where rhcy perilhed; and a very old woman, who 
was deformed, had her nofe and hands cut off, and was 
left in that manner to bleed to death. 

There were feveral men, women, and children, flung, 
from the rocks, and dallied' to pieces. Magdalen Ber- 
tino, a Proteftant woman of La Torre, was dripped 
dark naked, her head tied between her legs, and thrown 
down one of the precipices'; and Mary Raymondet, of 
the fame town, had her fiefh diced from her bones till 
fhe expired in the grcateft agony. 

Likewife Magdalen Pilot, of Villaro, was cut to pieces 
inthecaveofCultolus; Ann Charboniere had oneend of 
a (take thruft up her bod)- ; and the other end being fixed 
ia the ground, file was left in that manner to perifh ; 



and Jacob Perrin the elder, of the churcl) of Villaro, 
and David, his brother, were flayed alive. 

Giovanni Andrea Michialin, an inhabitant of La 
Torre, was apprehended, with four of his children; 
three of them were hacked to pieces before him, the 
foldiers afking him, at the death of every child, if he 
would renounce his religion? which he condantly re- 
fufed. One of the foldiers then took up the lad and 
younged by the legs, and putting the fame quedion to 
the father, he replied as before, when the inhuman 
brute daflied out the child's brains. The father, how- 
ever, at the fame moment darted from them, and fled: 
the foldiers fired after him, but miffed him ; and he, by 
the fwiftnefs of his heels, el'caped to the Alps,, where 
he took refuge. 



Account of the Persecutions in the Vallies of Pied- 
mont, in the Seventeenth Century. 

GIOVANNI PEL AN CHI ON, for refufing to 
turn Papid, was tied by one leg to the tail of a 
mule, and dragged through the ftreets .of Lucerne, 
amidd the acclamations of an inhuman mob, who kept 
ftoning him, and crying out, He is poffefl'ed with the 
Dev il, fo that neither [tuning, nor dragging him through 
the ftreets, will kill him, for the Devil keeps him alive. 
They then took him to the river fide, chopped off his 
head, and left that and his body unburied, upon the 
bank of the river. 

The daughter of Peter Fontaine, a beautiful child of 
ten years of age, named Magdalene, was ravifhed and 
murdered by the foldiers. Another girl, of about the 
fame age, they roafled aliVe at Villa Nova; and a poor 
woman, hearing the foldiers were coming towards her 
houfe, fnatched up the cradle in which her infant fon 
wasafleep, and fled towards the woods. The foldiers, 
however, faw and purfued her, when fhe lightened her- 
felf by putting down the cradle arid child, which the 
foldiers no fooner came to, than they murdered the in- 
fant, and continuing the purfuit, found the mother in 
a cave, where they fir ft ravifhed, and then cut her to 
atoms. 

Jacopo Michelino, chief elder of the church of Bob- 
bio, and feveral other Proteftants, were hung up by 
means of hooks fixed in their bellies, and left to expire 
in the rmbft excruciating agonv. 

Likewife, Giovanni Roftagna'l, a venerable Proteftant, 
upwards of fourfcore years of age, had his nofe and 
ears cut off, and dices cut from. the flefliv parts of his 
body, till he bled to death. 

The following feven pcrfons, Daniel Saleagio and 
his wire, Giovanni Durant, Lodwich Durant, Bartho- 
lomew Durant, Daniel Revel, and Paul Reynaud, had 
their mouths fluffed with gunpowder, which being fet 
fire to, their heads were blown to pieces. 

Alfo, Jacob Birone, a fchool-maller of Rorata, for re- 
fufing to change his religion, was dripped quite naked ; 
and aficr having been very indecently expol'ed, had the 
nails of his toes and fingers torn off' with red hot pin- 
cers, and holes bored through his hands with the point 
of a dagger. He then had a cord tied round his middle, 
and was led through the ftreets with a foldier on each 
fide of him. At everv turning the foldier on his right- 
hand fide cut a gafli in his fleih, and the foldier on his 
left-hand fide llruck him with a bludgeon, both faying, 
at ihe fame inftant, Will vou go to mafs? Will you go 
to mafs? He dill replied in the negative to thefe inter- 
rogatories, and being at length taken to the bridge, they 
cut off his head 011 the baluftrades, and threw both that 
and his body into the river. 

A very pious Proteftant, named Paul Gamier, had his 
eyesput out.wa; then flaycdalive, and beingdivided into 
four pans, his quarters were placed on four of the prin- 
cipal houfes of Lucerne. He bore all .his fufferings 
with the mod exemplary patience, praifed God as long 
as he could f'peak, and plainly evinced, what confidence 
and refignation a good conference can befiow. 

Daniel Cardon, of Rocappiata, being apprehended 
by 
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by fome foldiers, they cut his head off, and having 
fried his hrains, eat them. Two poor old blind women, 
of St. Giovanni, were burnt alive; and a widow of La 
Torre, with her daughter, were driven into the river, 
and (toned to death there. 

There was one Paul Giles, who, on attempting to run 
away from fome foldiers, was (hot in the neck: they 
then (lit his nofe, fliced his chin, (tabbed him, and gave 
his carcafe to the dogs. 

When fome of the Irifh troops had taken eleven men 
of Garcigliana prifoners, they made a furnace red-hot, 
and forced them to pufh each other in till they came to 
the lad man, whom they themfelves pufhed in. 

A man . about ninety years of age, named Michael 
Gonet, was burnt to death; Baptifta Oudri, another old 
man, was (tabbed; and Bartholomew Frafche had holes 
made in his heels, through which ropes being put, he 
was dragged by them to the gaol, where his wounds mor- 
tified, and accelerated his diffolution. 

Magdalene de la Peire being purfued by fome of the 
foldiers, and taken, was thrown down a precipice, and 
dafhed to pieces. Margaret Revella, and Mary Pravil- 
lerin, two very old women, were burnt alive; and Mi- 
chael Bellino, with Ann Bochardno, were decapitated. 

Both thefon and daughter of a counfellorof Giovan- 
ni, were rolled down a iteep hill together, and fuffered 
to pcrilh in a deep pit at the bottom. A tradefman's fa- 
mily, confiding of himfelf, his wife, and an infant in arms, 
were call from a rock, and darned to pieces; and Jofeph 
Chairet, and Paul Carniero, were flayed alive. 

When Cypria niaBuftia was afked if he would renounce 
his religion,' and turn Roman-Catholic, he replied, I would 
rather renounce life, or turn dog: to which a prieft an- 
fwered, for that cxpreffion you fhall both renounce life, 
and be given to the dogs. They, accordingly, dragged 
him to prifon, where he continued a confiderable time 
without food, till he was famifhedj after which they 
threw his corpfe into the ftreet before the prifon, and it 
was devoured in a moll (hocking manner by dogs. 

Jofeph Pont was cut through the middle of his body; 
Margaret Sorettawas (toned to death, and then thrown 
into the river; and Antonio Bertina had his head cleft 
afunder. 

While Daniel Maria, and his whole family, were ill 
of a fever, feveral Papid ruffians broke into his houfe, 
telling him they were practical phyficians, and would 
give them all prefent eafe, which they did, by knocking 
the whole family on the head and murdering them. 

There were three infant children of a Proteflant, 
named Peter Fine, covered with fnow, and ftifled; an el- 
derly widow, named Judith, was beheaded; and a beau- 
tiful young woman was (tripped naked, and had a (take 
driven through her body, of which fhe died. 

The wife of Peter Beffon, named Lucy, a woman far 
gone in her pregnancy, who lived in one of the villages 
of the Piedmontefe vallies, determined, if poffible, to ef- 
cape from fuch dreadful fcenes as every where fiirrounded 
her: (he, accordingly, took two young children, one in 
each hand, and fet off towards the Alps. But on the 
third day of the journey (he was taken in labour among 
the mountains, and delivered of an infant, who peridied 
through the extreme inclemency of the weather, as 
did the other two children; for all three were found 
dead by her, and herfelf jufl expiring, by the perfon to 
whom fhe related the above circumftances. 

One Francis Gros, the fon of a clergyman, had bis 
flefh flowly cut from his body into fmall pieces, and put 
into a difh before him: two of his children were mirlced 
before his fight; and his wife was faftened to a pofl, that 
Ihe might behold all thefe cruelties pra&ifed on her huf- 
band and offspring. The tormentors, at length, being 
tired of exercifing their cruelties, cut off the heads of 
both hufband and wife, and then gave the flefh to the 
dogs of the whole family. 

The fieur Thomas Margher fled to a cave, when the 
foldiers (hut up the mouth, and he perifhed with famine. 
Judith Revelin, with feven children, were barbaroufly 
murdered in their beds; and a widow, of near fourfcore 
years of age, was by foldiers hewn to pieces. 

Jacob Rofcno was ordered to pray to the faints, which 
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he abfolutely refufed tb do : fome of the foldiers beat 
him violently with bludgeons to make him comply, but 
he ftill refuting, feveral of them fired at him, and lodged 
a great many balls in his body. As he was almoft ex- 
piring they cried to him, Will you call upon the faints? 
Will you pray to the faints? To which he anfwered, 
No! No! No! when one of the foldiers, with a broad 
fword, clove his head afunder, and put an end to his 
fufferings in this world; but no doubt his integrity and 
fortitude has infured him cverlading happinefs. 

A foldier, attempting to ravifh a young woman, na- 
med Sufanna Giacquin, fhe made a (tout refinance' and 
in the ftruggle, pufhed him over a precipice, when he 
was dafhed to pieces by the fall. His comrades, inflead 
of admiring the virtue of the young woman, and ap- 
plauding her for fo nobly defending her chaftity, fell 
upon her with their fwords, and cut her to atoms. 

A poor peafant of La Torre, named Giovanni PuIIius, 
being apprehended asa Proteflant by the foldiers, was or- 
dered by the marquis of Pianeffa, to be executed in a 
place near the convent. When he came to the gallows, 
feveral monks attended, and did all they could to per- 
fuadehim to renounce his religion. But be told them, 
he never would embrace idolatry, and that he was hap- 
py in being thought worthy to fuffer for the name of 
Chrift. They then put him in mind of what his wife 
and children, who depended upon his labour, would 
fuffer after his deceafe : to which he replied, I would 
have my wife and children, as well as myfelf, to confi- 
der their fouls more than their bodies, and the next 
world before this; and with refpeft to the diftrefs I may 
leave them in, God is merciful, and will provide for 
them while they are worthy of his protection. Finding 
the inflexibility of this poor man, the monks cried, 
Turn him off, turn him off: which the executioner did 
almoft immediately, and the body being afterwards cut 
down, was flung into the river with indignity. 

An elder of the church of Roflana, named Paul Cle- 
ment, being apprehended by the monks of a neighbour- 
ing monaflery, was carried to the market-place of that 
town, where fome Proteftants having juft been executed 
by the foldiers, he was (hewn the dead bodies, in order 
that the fight might intimidate him. On beholding the 
fhocking objefts, he faid calmly, You may kill the body, 
but you cannot prejudice the foul of a true believer; 
but, with refpect to the dreadful fpeftacles which you 
have here fhewn me, you may reft aflured, that God's 
vengeance will overtake the murderers of thofe poor 
people, and punifh them for the innocent blood they 
have fpilt. The monks were fo exafperated at this re- 
ply, that they ordered him to be hung up direfitly; and 
while he was hanging, the foldiers amufed themfelves in 
(landing at a diltance, and (hooting at the body as if it 
were a mark fet up for fport. 

Daniel Rambaut, of Villaro, the father of a nume- 
- rous family, was apprehended, and, with feveral others, 
committed to prifon, in the gaol of Payfana. Here he 
was vifited by feveral priefts, who, with continual im- 
portunities, did all they could to perfuade him to re- 
nounce the Proteftant religion, and turn Papift; but this 
he peremptorily refuted, and the priefts finding his refo- 
lution, pretended to pity his numerous family, and told 
him, that he might yet have his life, if he would fub- 
fcribe to the belief of the Romifh articles as follow: 
t. " The real prefence in the hod. 

2. " Tranfubftantiation. 

3. " Purgatory. 

4. " The pope's infallibility. 

5. " That mafles faid for the dead will releafe fouls 

6. " That praying to faints will procure the remiflion 
of fins." 

Hereupon Daniel Rambaut told the priefts, that nei- 
ther his religion, his underftanding, or his confeience, 
would fuffer him to fubferibe to any of thefe propofed 
articles, for very fufficient reafons, viz. 

». " That to believe the real prefence in the hoft, is 
a fhocking union of both blafphemy and idolatry. 

2. " That to fancy the words of confecration performs 
what the Papills call tranfubftantiation, by converting 
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the wafer and wine into the real and identical body and 
blood of Chrid, which was crucified, and which after- 
wards afccndcd into heaven, is toogrofs an abfurdity for 
even a child to believe, who was come to the leaft glim- 
mering of reafon; and that nothing but the mod blind 
fuperfiition could make the Roman-Catholics put a con- 
fidence in any thing fo completely ridiculous. 

3. " That the doftrine of purgatory was more incon- 
fiftent and abfurd than a fairy tale. 

4. " That the pope's being infallible was an impofli- 
bility, and the pope arrogantly laid claim to what could 
belong to God only, as a perfecl being. 

5. " That faying niaffes for the dead was ridiculous, 
and only meant to keep up a belief in the fable of pur- 
gatory, as the fate of all is finally decided, on the de- 
parture of the foul from the body. 

6. " That praying to faints for the remiflion of fins, 
is mifplacing adoration; as the faints themfelves have 
occafion for an interceffor in Chrift. Therefore as God 
only can pardon our errors, we ought to fue to him alone 
for pardon." 

So highly offended were the priefts at M. Rambaut's 
anfwers to the articles to which they would have had him 
fubferibe, that they determined to fhake his refolution 
by the moft'erue! method imaginable: they ordered one 
joint of his fingers to be cut off every day, till all his 
fingers were gone: they then proceeded in the fame 
manner with his toes; afterwards they alternately cut off, 
daily, a hand and a foot; but finding that he bore his 
fufferings with the molt admirable patience, increafed 
both in fortitude and refignation, and maintained his 
faith with ftedfafl refolution, and unfhaken conftancy, 
they ftabbed him to the heart, and then gave his body 
to the dogs to be devoured. 

A Proteftant gentleman of confiderable eminence, 
whofe name was Peter Gabriola, being feized by a troop 
of foldiers, and refufing to renounce his religion, they 
hung a great number of little bags of gunpowder about 
his body, and then fetting fire to them blew him up. 

Anthony, the fon of Samuel Catieris, a poor dumb 
lad, who was extremely inoffenfive, was cut to pieces by 
a party of the troops; and foon after the fame ruffians 
entered the houfe of Peter Moniriat, and cut off the 
legs of the whole family, leaving them to bleed to death, 
as they were unable to aflift themfelves, or help each 
other in that melancholy plight. 

Daniel Benech being apprehended, had hjs nofe flit, 
his ears cut off, and was then divided into, quarters, 
each quarter being hung upon a tree; and Mary Moni- 
nohad her jaw bones broke, and was then left to languifh 
till flie was (larvcd to death. 

A handfome widow, named Mary Pelanchion, be- 
longing to the town of Villaro, was feized by a party of 
the Irifh brigades, who having beat her cruelly, and 
raviflied her, dragged her to a high bridge which croffed 
the river, and flripped her naked in a mofl indecent 
manner, hung her by the legs to the bridge, with her 
head downwards towards the water, and then going into 
boats, they fired at her till fhe died. 

Alfo, Mary Nigrino, and her daughter, who was an 
idiot, were cut to pieces in the woods, and their bodies 
left to be devoured, by wild beads: Sufanna Bales, a 
widow of Villaro, was immured till fheperifhed through 
hunger; and Sufanna Calvio, running away from fome 
foldiers, and hiding herfelf in a barn, they fet fire to 
the ftraw, by which fhe was burnt to death. 

A child named Daniel Bertino was burnt; Paul Ar- 
mand was hacked to pieces; Daniel Michialino had his 
tongue plucked out, and was left to perifh in that con- 
dition; and Andreo Bertino, a very old man, who was 
lame, was mangled in a mofl fhocking manner, and at 
length had his belly ripped open and his bowels carried 
about on the point of a halbert. 

A Proteftant lady, whofe name was Conftantia Bel- 
lione, being apprehended on account of her faith, was 
aflced by a prieft if fhe would renounce the Devil and go 
to ma^; to which fhe replied, " I was brought up in a 
religion, by which I was always taught to renounce the 
Devil; but fhould I comply with your defire, and go to 
mafs, I fhould be Cure to meet him there in a variety of 



fhapes." The prieft was highly incenfed at what flie faid, 
and told her to recant, or fhe fhould fuffer cruelly. The 
lady, however, boldly anfwered, that fhe valued not any 
fufferings he could inflict, and in 1'pite of all the torments 
he could invent, flie would keep her confeience pure and 
her faith inviolate. The prieft then ordered flices of 
her flefh to be cut off from feveral parts of her body, 
which cruelty fhe bore with the moll lingular patience, 
only faying to the pried, what horrid and lading tor- 
ments will you fuffer in hell, for the trifling and tempo- 
rary pains which I now endure. Exafperatcd at this ex- 
predion, and willing to ftop her tongue, the prieft or- 
dered a file of mufqueteers to draw up and fire upon 
her, by which fhe was foon difpatched, and I'caled her 
martyrdom with her blood. 

Judith Mandon, a young woman, for refufing to 
change her religion and embrace Popery, was fallened 
to a dake, and flicks thrown at her from a didance, in 
the very fame manner as that barbarous cudom which 
was formerly praQifed on Shrove-Tuefday of diying at 
cocks as it was termed. By this inhuman proceeding, 
her limbs were beat and mangled in a mod terrible 
manner, and at lad one of the bludgeons dafhed the 

Paul Genre and David Paglia, attempting to efcape 
to the Alps, with each his fon, were purfued and over- 
taken by the foldiers in a large plain. Here they hunted 
them for their diverfion, goading them with their ('words, 
and making them run about till they dropped down with 
fatigue. When they found that their fpirits were quite 
exhaufted, and that they could not afford them any 
more barbarous fport, by running, the foldiers hacked 
them to pieces, and left their mangled bodies on the 

Michael Greve, a young man of Bobbio, was ap- 
prehended in the town of La Torre, and being led 
to the bridge, was thrown over into the river. As 
he could fwim very well, he fwam down the dream, 
thinking to efcape, but the foldiers and mob followed on 
both fides the river, and kept Honing him, till receiving 
a blow on one of his temples, he was ftunned, and con- 
fequently funk and was drowned. 

One David Armand was ordered to lay his head down 
on a block, when a foldier, with a large hammer, beat 
out his brains. David Baridona being apprehended at 
Villaro, was carried to La Torre, where refufing to re- 
nounce his religion, he was tormented by means of 
brimdone matches being tied between his fingers and 
toes, and fet fire to, and afterwards, by having his flefh 
plucked off with red hot pincers, till he expired; and 
Giovanni Barolina, with his wife, were thrown into a 
pool of ftagnant water, and compelled, by means of 
pitch-forks and ftones, to duck down their heads till 
they were fuffocated with the flench. 

Several foldiers went to the houfe of Jofeph Gar- 
niero, and before they entered, fired in at, the win- 
dow, to give notice of their approach. A mufquet 
ball entered one of Mrs. Garniero's breafts, as fhe was 
fuckling an infant with the other. On finding their in- 
tentions, flie begged hard that they would fpare the life 
of the infant, which they promifed to do, and fent it 
immediately to a Roman-Catholic nurfe. They then 
took the hufband and hanged him at his own door, and 
having fliot the wife through the head, they left her 
body weltering in it's blood, and her hufband hanging 
on the gallows they erected. 

An elderly man, named Ifaiah Mondon, and a pious 
Protedant, fled from the mercilefs perfecutors to a cleft 
in a rock, where he fuffered the moll dreadful hardfhips ; 
for, in the midd of the winter, he was forced to lay on 
the bare flone, without any covering; his food was the 
roots he could fcratch up near his miferable habitation; 
and the only way by which he could procure drink, was 
to put fnow in his mouth till it melted. Here, how- 
ever, fome of the inhuman foldiers found him, and af- 
ter having beaten him unmercifully, they drove him to- 
wards Lucerne, goading him with the points of their 
fwords. . Being exceedingly weakened by his manner of 
living, and his fpirits exhaudedby the blows he had re- 
ceived, he fell down in the road. They again beat him 
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to make him proceed; when, on his kneesj he implo- 
Ted them to put" him out of his mifery, by difpatching 
him. This they at lad agreed to do; and one of 
them ftepping up to him, fhot him through the head 
with a pidol, faying, " There, heretic, take thv re- 
qued." 

A worthy Protedant, of the name of Mary Revel, re- 
ceived a fhot in her back, as fhe was walking along the 
llreet. She dropped down with the wound, but reco- 
vering fufficient drength, fhe raifed hcrfelf upon her 
knees, and lifting her hands towards heaven, prayed in 
a molt fervent manner to the Almighty; when a number 
of foldiers, who were near at hand, fired a whole volley 
of fhot at her, many of which took place, and in an in- 
ftant put an end to her miferies. 

A number of men, women, and children, fecreted 
themfclvcs in a large cave, where they continued for 
fome weeks in fafety. It was the cultom for two of the 
men to go when it was necedary, and by Health procure 
provifions. Thefe were, however, one day watched, 
by which the cave was difcovered, and, foon after, a 
troop of Roman-Catholics appeared before it. The l J a- 
pifts that affembled upon this occafion were neighbours, 
and intimate acquaintances of the Protellants in the 
cave ; and fome of them were even related to each 
other. The Protellants, therefore, came out, and im- 
plored them, by the ties of hofpitality, by the ties of 
blood, and as old acquaintances and neighbours, not to 
murder them. But fuperftition overcomes every fenfa- 
tion of nature and humanity ; fo that the Papids, blind- 
ed by bigotry, told them, they could not (hew any mer- 
cy to heretics, and, therefore, bad them all prepare to 
die. Hearing this, and knowing the fatal obdinacy of 
the Roman-Catholics, the Protellants all fell prodrate, 
lifted their hands and hearts to heaven, prayed with 
great fincerity and fervency, and then bowing down, put 
their faces clofe to the ground, and patiently awaited 
their fate, which was foon decided, for the Papifts fell 
upon them with unremitting fury, and having cut them 
to pieces, committed to the cave their mangled bodies 

As Giovanni Salvagiot was pafling by a Roman-Catho- 
lic church, for not taking off his hat, he was followed by 
fome of the congregation, who fell upon and murdered 
him; and Jacob Barrel and his wife, having been taken 
prifoners by the earl of St. Secondo, one of the duke of 
Savoy's officers, he delivered them up to the foldiery, 
who cut off the woman's breads, and the man's nofe, 
and then fhot both through the head. 

A Protedant, named Anthony Guiguo, of a wavering 
difpofition, went to Periero, with an intent to renounce 
his religion, and embrace Popery. This defign he com- 
municated to fome priefts, who highly commended it, 
and a day was fixed upon for his public recantation. In 
the mean time, Anthony grew fully fenfible of his per- 
fidy, and his confeience tormented him fo much, night 
and day, that he determined not to recant, but to make 
his efcapc. This he effefcled, but being foon miffed and 
purfued, he was taken. '1 he troops on the way did all 
they could to bring him back to his defign of recanta- 
tion ; but finding their endeavours inelle&ual, they 
beat him violently on the road, when coming near a pre- 
cipice, he took an opportunity of leaping down it, and 
was dafhed to piece-meal. 

A Protedant, who was a gentleman of confiderable 
fortune 'at Bobbio, being highly provoked by the info- 
lence of a pried, retorted with great feverity ; and, among 
other things, faid, that the pope was Aiuichriit, mafs 
idolatry, purgatory a farce, and abfolution a cheat. To 
be revenged, the pried hired five defperate ruffians, who, 
the fame evening, broke into the gentleman's houfe, 
and feized upon him in a violent manner. The gentle- 
man was terrribly frightened, fell on his knees, and im- 
plored mercy; but the defperate ruffians, without the 
lead hefitation, difpatched him. 



An Historical Sketch of the Pi kdm^htrse War. 
'T'HE maffacrcs and murders already mentioned to 
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hearly depopulated mod of the towns and villages. .One 
place only had not been affaultedj and that was owing to 
the difficulty of approaching it: this was the little com- 
monalty of Roras, which was fituated upon an eminence. 

' When the work of blood grew flack in other places, 
the earl of Chriftople, one of the duke of Savoy's of- 
ficers, determined, if poffible, to make himfelf mader of 
it; and, with that view, detached three hundred men to 
furprife it unawares. 

However, the inhabitants of Roras had intelligence 
of the approach of thefe troops, when captain Jofhua 
Gianavel, a brave Protedant officer, put himfelf at the 
head of a fmall body of the citizens, and waited in 
ambufcade, to attack the enemy in a narrow pafc 
fage. 

As foon as the troops appeared, and had entered the 
paffage, which was the only place by which the town 
could be approached, the Protellants kept up a fmart 
and well directed fire againd them, and Hill kept them- 
felves concealed behind buffies from the light of the 
enemy. A great number of the foldiers were killed; 
and the remainder receiving a continual lire, and not 
feeing any to whom they might return it, thought proper 
to make a precipitate retreat. 

Whereupon the members of this little community Tent 
a memorial to the marquis of Pianeffa, one of the duke's 
general officers, fetting forth, " That they were forry, 
upon any occafion, to be under the necefiity of taking 
up arms; but that the fecret approach of a body of 
troops, without any reafon affigned, or any previous 
notice fent of the purpofe of their coming, had greatly 
alarmed them; that as it was their cuflom never to fuffer 
any of the military to enter their little community, 
they had repelled force by force, and fhould do fo 
again; but in all other refpefts, they profeffed them- 
felves dutiful, obedient, and loyal fubjefls to their fo- 
vereign, the duke of Savoy." 

Now the marquis of Pianeffa, that he might have the 
better opportunity of deluding and furpriling the Pro-' 
tellants of Roras, fent them word in anfwer, " That he 
was perfe&ly fatisfied with their behaviour, for they had 
done right, and even rendered a fervice to their country, 
as the men who had attempted to pafs the defile were 
not his troops, or fent by him, but a band of defperate 
robbers, who had, for fome time, infeded thofe parts, 
and been a terror to the neighbouring country." To 
give a greater colour to his treachery, he then publifhed 
the following proclamation. 

" To the Inhabitants of all the Towns, Villages, Hamlets, 
tjfe. in Piedmont, and the Appendages thereunto belong- 
ing; and to the united Troops belonging to, or in 
the Pay of, his Highnefs the Duke of Savoy, greet- 
ing: 

" Whereas the inhabitants of Roras have bravely 
and loyally routed, killed, or expelled, a band of bloody 
robbers, and defperate outlaws, and thereby rendered 
an effential fervice to the country in general. Be it, 
therefore, known, that all perfons are driftly ordered 
and commanded, in the duke's name, not to injure, 
moled, or didurb any of the inhabitants of Roras, but 
to do them every poffible fervice, in return for the be- 
nefit which the date hath received from them. 

" Given at the Camp near Villaro." 
However, the very day after this plaufible proclama- 
tion, and fpecious conduct, the marquis fent 500 men 
to poiIefs themfelves of Roras, while the people, as he 
thought,- were lulled into perfeel fecurity, by his diffi- 
mulation. 

But Captain Gianavel was not to be deceived fo 
eafily: he, therefore, laid an ambufcade for this body 
of troops, as he had for the former, and compelled them 
to retire with a lofs very confiderable. 

The marquis Pi.-uieffa, though foiled in thefe two at- 
tempts, determined on a third, which (hould be dill 
more formidable; but fird he imprudently publiflied 
another proclamation, difowning any knowledge of the 
fecond attempt. 

Shortly 
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Shortly'after, 700 chofe'n men were lent upon the ex- 
pedition, who, in I'pite of the fire from the Protectants, 
forced the defile, entered Roras, and began to murder 
every perfon they met with, without diflinCtion of lex 
or age. The Proteftant captain Gianavel, at the head 
of a fmall body, though he had loft the defile, deter- 
mined to difpute their pafiage through a fortified pafs, 
that led to the richer! and belt part of the town. Here 
he was fuccefsful, by keeping up a continual fire, and 
by means of his men being all complete markfmen. 
The Roman-Catholic commander was greatly Itaggered 
at thisoppofition, as he imagined that he had furmount- 
ed all difficulties. He, however, did his endeavours to 
force the pafs, but being able to bring up only twelve 
men in front at a time, and the Proteltants being fecu- 
red by a breaft-work, he found he (hould be baffled by 
the handful of men who made the oppofition. 

Provoked at the lofs of fo many of his troops, and 
fearful of difgrace if he perfiftcd in attempting what ap- 
peared fo impracticable, he thought it the wifelt thing 
to retreat. Unwilling, however, to withdraw his men 
by the defile at which he had entered, on account of the 
difficulty and danger of the enterprize, he defigned to 
retreat towards Villaro, by another pafs called Piampra, 
which, though hard of accefs, was eafy of defcent. 
But in this he met with a difappointmein, for captain 
Gianavel having polled his little band here, greatly an- 
noyed the troops as they pafTed, and even purfued their 
rear till they entered the open country. 

Hereupon the marquis of Pianeffa, finding that all his 
attempts were fruflrated, and that every artifice he ufed 
was only an alarrn-fignal to the inhabitants of Roras, re- 
folved to act openly, and therefore proclaimed, that ample 
rewards fhould be given to any one who would bear arms 
againft the obdurate heretics of Roras, as he called 
them; and that any officer, who would exterminate 
them, Ihould be confiderably rewarded. 

This ftimulated captain Mario, a bigoted Roman-Ca- 
tholic, and a defperatc ruffian, to undertake the enter- 
prize. He, therefore, obtained leave to raife a regi- 
ment in the following fix towns: Lucerne, Borges, Fa- 
molas, Bobbio, Cavos, and Bagnal. 

When he had completed his regiment, which confiltcd 
of 1000 men, he laid his plan not to go by the defiles, or 
the paffes, but to attempt gaining the fummit of a rock, 
from whence he imagined he could pour his men into 
the town, without much oppofition or difficulty. 

Now the Proteltants fufFered the Roman-Catholic 
troops to gain almoft the fummit of the rock, without 
giving them any oppofition, or ever appearing in their 
fight: but when they had almoft reached the top, they 
made a moft furious attack upon them; one party keep- 
ing up a well-direCted and conftant fire, and another 
party rolling down ftones of a great weight. 

By this means the career of the Papift troops was 
flopped: many were killed by the mufquetry, and more 
by the ftones, which'beat them down the precipices. Se- 
veral fell facrificcs to their hurry, for by attempting a 
precipitate retreat, they fell down, and were dallied to 
pieces; and captain Mario himfelf narrowly efcaped with 
life, for he fell from a craggy place into a river which 
walhed the foot of the rock. He was taken up fenl'e- 
lefs, but afterwards recovered, though he was ill of the 
bruifes for a long time; and, at length, fell into a de- 
cline at Lucerne, where he expired. 

There was another body of troops ordered from the 
camp at Villaro, to make an attempt upon Roras; but 
thefe were likewife defeated, by means of the Pro- 
tectants ambufh-fighting, and compelled to retreat again 
to the camp at Villaro. 

Captain Gianavel, after each of thefe fignal victories, 
made a fuitable difcourfe to his men, cauling them to 
kneel down, and return thanks to the Almighty for his 
providential protection; and ufually concluded with the 
nth pfalm, where the fubjeCt is, placing confidence in 
the Creator. 

Still the marquis of Pianeffa, greatly enraged at being 
fo much baffled by the few inhabitants of Roras, deter- 
mined, at all events, to attempt their expulfion, in fuch 
a manner as could hardly fail of fucceeding. 



For this purpofe he ordered all the Roman-Catholic 
militia of Piedmont to be railed and difciplined. When 
thefe orders were completed, he joined to the militia 
eight thoufand regular troops, and dividing the whole 
into three diftina bodies, he defigned, that three formi- 
dable attacks fhould be made at the fame time, unlefs 
the people of Roras, to whom he Tent an account of his 
great preparations,, would comply with his conditions, 
which were as follow : 

1. " To afk pardon for taking up arms. 

2. " To pay the expencesof all the expeditions fent 
againft them. 

3. " To acknowledge the infallibility of the pope. 
4- " To go to mafs. . 

5. " To pray to the faints. 

6. " To wear beards. 

7- " To deliver up their minifters. 

8. " To deliver up their fchool-mafters. 

9. " To go to confeffion. 

10. " To pay loans for the delivery of fouls from 
purgatory. 

"To give up captain Gianavel at difcretion. 
12. *« To give up the elders of their church at dif- 
cretion." 

But the inhabitants of Roras, on being acquainted with 
thefe conditions, were filled with an lioneft indignation ; 
and, in anfwer, fent word to the marquis, that fooner 
than comply with them they would I'tiffer three things, 
which, of . all others, were the moft obnoxious to man- 
kind, namely, 

1. " Their eftates to be feized. 

2. " Their houfes to be burnt. 

3. " Themfelves to be murdered. 

Enraged at this meffage, the marquis fent them the 
following laconic letter. 

" To the obflinate Heretics inhabiting Roras. 
" YOU fhall have your rcqueft, for the troops fent 
againft you have ftriCt injunctions to plunder, burn, 
and kill. 

Hereupon the three armies were put into motion, 
and the attacks ordered to be made thus: the firft by 
the rocks of Villaro; the fecond by the pafs of Bagnol; 
and the third by the defile of Lucerne. 

By the fuperiority of numbers, the troops forced 
their way, and having gained the rocks, pafs, and defile, 
began to make the molt horrid depredations, and exer- 
cife the greateft cruelties. Men they hanged, burnt, 
racked to death, or cut to pieces; women they ripped 
open, crucified, drowned, or threw from the precipices; 
and children they tofl'ed upon fpears, minced, cut their 
throats, or dallied out their brains. On the firft day 
of their gaining the town, one hundred and twenty-fix 
fuffered in this manner. 

Purfuant to the marquis of Pianefla's orders, they 
likewife plundered the eftates, and burnt the houfes of 
the people. Several Proteftants, however, made their 
efcape, under the conduCt of captain Gianavel, whofe 
wife and children were unfortunately made prifoners, 
and lent to Turin under a flrong guard. 

Upon this the marquis of Pianeffa wrote a letter to 
captain Gianavel, and releafed a Proteftant prifoner, 
that he might carry it him. The contents were, that if 
the captain would embrace the Roman-Catholic religion, 
he fhould be indemnified for all his loffes fince the com- 
mencement of the war; his wife and children fhould be 
immediately releafed, and himfelf honourably promoted 
in the duke of Savoy's army; but if he refufed to ac- 
cede to the propofals made to him, his wife and children 
ihould be put to death; and fo large a reward fhcuild be 
given to take him, dead or alive, that even fome of his 
own confidential friends fhould, from the grcatnefs of 
the fum, be tempted to betray him. 

The following anfwer to this epiftle was fent by the 
brave Gianavel. 

" My Lord Marquis, 
"THERE is no torment fo great, ordeathfo cruel, but 
what I would prefer to the abjuration of my reli- 
gion: 
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gion : fo that promifes lofe their effects, and menaces 
only firengthen me in my faith. 

" With refpect to my wife and children, my lord, 
nothing can be more afflicting to me than the thoughts 
of their confinement, or more dreadful to my imagina- 
tion, than their luffering a violent and cruel death. I 
keenly feel all the tender fenfatiohs of hufband and 
parent • my heart is replete with every fentiment of 
humanity ; I would fuffer any torment to refcue them 
from danger ; I would die to preferve them. 

" But having faid thus much, my lord, Iaffureyou 
that the purchafe of their lives muft not be the price of 
my falvation. You have them in your power it is true; 
but my coni'olation is. that your power is only a tempo- 
rary authority over their bodies : you may deftroy the 
mortal part, but their immortal fouls are out of your 
reach, and will live hereafter, to bear teftimony againft 
you for your cruelties. I therefore recommend them 
and myfclf to God, and pray for a reformation in 
your heart. 

" Joshua Gianavel.' 
When this brave Protcftant officer had written the 
above letter, he retired to the Alps, with his followeis j 
and being joined by a great number of other fugi- 
tive Proteftants, he haraffed the enemy by continual 
engagements. 

One day meeting with a body of Papift troops, near 
Bibiana, he, though inferior in numbers, attacked them 
with great fury, and put them to the rout without the 
lofs of a man, though himfelf was fhot through the leg 
in the engagement, by a foldier who had hid himfelf 
behind a tree ; but Gianavel perceiving from whence 
the fhot came, pointed his gun to the place, and dif- 
patched the perfon who- had given the wound. 

Now captain Gianavel hearing that a captain Jahier 
had collected together a considerable body of Prote- 
ftants, wrote him a letter, propofing a junction of their 
forces. Captain Jahier immediately agreed to the pro- 
pofal, and marched directly to meet Gianavel. 

When the junction was formed, it was propofed to 
attack a town (inhabited by Roman-Catholics) called 
Garcigliana. The affault was given with great fpirit, 
but a reinforcement of horfe and foot having lately en- 
tered the town, which the Proteftants knew nothing of, 
they were repulfed : yet made a mafterly retreat, and 
only loft one man in the fkirmifh. 

The next attempt of the Proteftant forces was upon 
St. Secondo, which they attacked with great vigour, 
but met with a ftrong refiftance from the Roman-Catho- 
lic troops, who had fortified the ftreets, and planted 
themfelvcs in the houfes, from whence they poured 
mufquet-balls in prodigious numbers. The Proteftants, 
however, advanced, under cover of a great number of 
planks, which fome held over their heads, to fecure 
them from the fhot of the enemy from the houfes, 
■while others kept up a well-directed fire ; fo that the 
houfes and intrenchments were foon forced, and the 
town taken without much difficulty. 

They found a prodigious quantity of plunder in the 
town, which had been taken from the Proteftants at 
various times, and different places, and which were 
llored up in the warehoufes, churches, dwelling-houfes, 
&c. This they removed to a place of fafety, to be 
diftributed among the fuff'erers with as much juflice 
as poffible. 

With fuch {kill and fpirit this fuccefsful attack was 
made, that it coft very little to the conquering party; 
the Proteftants having only 17 killed, and 26 wounded ; 
while the Papifls fuffered a lofs of no lefs than 450 
killed, and 511 wounded. 

Now the following five Proteftant officers, Gianavel, 
Jahier, Laurentio, Gcnolet, and Benet, laid a plan to 
furprife Briqucras. To this end they marched in five 
refpective bodies, and, by agreement, were to make 
the attack at the fame time. The captains Jahier and 
Laurentio pa fled through two defiles in the woods, and 
came to the place in fafety, under cover ; but the 
other three bodies made their approaches through an 
open country, and, confequently, were more cxpofed 
to an attack. 
77- 



As foon as the Roman-Catholics took the alarm, a 
great "number of troops were fent to relieve Briqueras, 
from Cavors, Bibiana, Fenile, Campiglione, and fome 
other neighbouring places. When thefe were united, 
they determined to attack the three Proteftant parties, 
that were marching through the open country. 

When the Proteftant officers perceived the intent of 
the enemy, not being at a greatdillance from eachother, 
they joined their forces with the utmoft expedition, and 
formed themfclves in order of battle. 

The captains Jahier and Laurentio had, in the mean 
time, affaulted the town of Briqueras, and burnt all the 
out-houfes, to make their approaches with the greater 
eafe ; but not being fupported as they expected by the 
other three Proteftant captains, they fent a mefienger, 
on a fwift horfe, towards the open country, to inquire 
the reafon of fuch neglect. 

In a fhort time the meffenger returned, and inform- 
ed them that it was not in the power of the three Pro- 
teftant captains to fupport their proceedings, as they 
were themfelves attacked by a very fuperior force in the 
plain, and could fcarcefultain the unequal eugagement. 

On receiving this intelligence, the captains Jahier 
and Laurentio determined to difcontinue the affault on 
Briqueras, and to proceed-, with all poffible expedition, 
to the relief of their friends on the plain. This defign 
proved to be of the moft effential fervice, for juft as 
they arrived at -the fpot where the two armies were en- 
gaged, the Papift troops began to prevail, and were on 
the point of flanking the wing, commanded by captain 
Gianavel. The arrival of thefe troops turned the 1'cale 
in favour of the Proteftants; and the Papift forces, 
though they fought with a moft obllinate intrepidity, 
were totally defeated. A great number were killed 
and wounded on both fides, and very confiderable 
baggage, military flores, &c. were taken by the Pro- 
teftants. 

Now captain Gianavel, having information that three 
hundred of the enemy were to convoy a great quantity of 
Mores, provifions, Sec. from La Torre to the caftle of 
Mirabac, determined to attack them on the way. He, 
accordingly, began the affault at Malbec, though with a 
very inadequate force. The conteft was long and, 
bloody, but the Proteftants, at length, were obliged to 
yield to the fuperiority of number's, and compelled to 
make a retreat, which they did with great regularity, 
and no confiderable lofs. 

Captain Gianavel advanced to an advantageous 
poft, fituatcd near the town of Villaro, and then fent 
the following information and commands to the people 
thereof. 

1. " That he fhould attack the town in twenty-four 
hours. 

2. *' That with reject to the Roman-Catholics who 
had borne arms, whether they belonged to the army or 
not, he fhould act by the law of retaliation, and put 
them to death, for the numerous depredations, and 
many cruel murders, they had committed. 

3. " That all women and children, whatever their 
religion might be, fhould be fafe. 

4. " That he commanded all male Proteftants to 
leave the town, and join him. 

5. " That all apoltates, who had, through weaknefs, 
abjured their religion, fhould be deemed enemies, un- 
lets they renounced their abjuration. 

6. " That all who returned to their duty to God, and 
themfclves, ffiould be received as friends." 

The majority of Proteftants immediately left the 
town, and joined captain Gianavel with great fatisfac- 
tion, and the few, who through weaknefs or fear had 
abjured their faith, recanted their abjuration, and were 
received into the bofom of the church. As the mar- 
quis of Pianeffa had removed the army, and encamped 
in quite a different part of the country, the Roman- 
Catholics in Villaro thought it would be folly to pre- 
tend to defend the place with the fmall force they had. 
They, therefore, fled with the utmoft precipitation, 
leaving the town, and moft of their property, to the 
' difcrction of the Proteftant invaders. 

Now when the Proteftant commanders had called a 
10 P council 
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council of war, they refolvcd to make an attempt upon 
the town of I.n Tone, for the four following reafons : 
.1. " Becaufe it was a place of great importance. 

2. " Becaufe it contained a great quantity of military 
ftores and provifions. 

3. " Becaufe the inhabitants had been fome of the 
molt rigid of all the pcrliecutors of the Proteltants. 

4. " Becaufe it was garrifoncd by troops drafted from 
the Irini brigades, who were the moll cruel of all the 
troops to the Proteltants whom the,y look prifoners." 

As loon as the Papilts were appi izedof the defign, they 
detached fome troops to defend a defile, through which 
the Proteltants mult make their approach ; but thefe 
weredefeated, compclledto abandon the pals, and forced 

Now the Proteltants proceeded on their, march, andthe 
troops of La Ton e, on their near approach, made a fu- 
rious fatly, but were rcpull'ed with great lofs, and com- 
pelled to leek (heller in the town. The governor, it fecms, 
only thought of defending the place, which the Prote- 
ftants began to attack in form j but after many brave at- 
tempts, and furious alfaults, thecommatulers determined 
to abandon thecnterprifefor feveral reafons, particularly, 
becaufe they found the place itfelf too (trong, their own 
number too weak, and their cannon not adequate to 
the talk of battering down the walls thereof. 

When this refohuion was laken, the Proteftant com- 
manders began a mafterly retreat, and conducted it 
with fuch regularity, that the enemy did not chufe to 
purfue them, or molelt their rear, which they might 
have done, as they paffed the defiles. 

On the next day they multered, reviewed the army, 
and found the whole to amount to four hundred and 
ninety-five men. They then held a council of war, and 
planned an ealicr cntcrprize : this was to make an at- 
tack upon the commonalty of Crufol, a place inhabited 
by a number of the molt bigoted Roman-Catholics, 
and who had excrcifed the molt unheard-of cruelties 
on the Protectants during the perfecutions. 

The inhabitants of Crufol, hearing of the defign a gai nit 
them, fled to a neighbouring fortrefs, fituated on a rock, 
where the Protedants could not come at them, for a 
very few men could render it inacccflible to a numerous 
army. Thus they fecured their perfons, but were in too 
much hurry to fecure their property, the principal part 
of which, indeed, had been plundered from the Pro- 
teltants, and now luckily fell again to the poffeffion of 
the right owners. It confided of many rich and valua- 
ble articles, and what, at that time, was of much more 
confequence, viz. A great quantity of military ftores, 
fourhundred head of cattle, fix hundred (iiccp and goats, 
a greater number of cheefes, many Tacks of Hour, 
good (tore of rai fi 11 and feveral butts of wine. 

The day after the Proteltants were gone with their 
booty, eight hundred troops arrived to the afliftance of 
the people of Crufol, having been difpatched from Lu- 
cerne, Briqueras, Cavors, &c. ]3ut finding themfelves 
too late, and that a purfuit would be in vain, not to re- 
turn empty handed, they began to plunder the neigh- 
bouring villages, though what they took was from their 
friends. After collecting a tolerable booty, they began 
to divide it, but difagreeing about the different (hares, 
they fell from words to blows, plundered each other, 
and' thus did a great deal of mifchief to themfelves. 
• Like wife, on the very fame day in which the Proteltants 
were lb fuccefsful at Crufol, fome Papilts marched with 
a defign to plunder and burn the little Protectant village 
of Rocappiatta, but by the way they met v. iih the Prote- 
ftant forces belonging to the captains jahier and Lauren- 
tio, who were polled on the hill of Angrognia. A trivial 
engagement enfued, for the Roman-Catholics, on the 
very fir ft attack, retreated in great confufion, and were 
purfued with much (laughter. After the purfuit was over, 
fo.ne of the draggling Papifl troops meeting with a poor 
peafant, who was a Proteftant, tied a cord round his 
head, and drained it till his fkull was quite crufhed. 

The captains Gianavel and Jahier now concerted a 
defign together, to make an attack upon Lucerne; but 
captain Jahier not bringing his forces at the time ap- 
pointed, captain Gianavel determined to attempt the 
enterprise alone. 



Acccordingly, by a forced march, he proceeded to- 
wards that place duringthe whole night, and was clofe to 
it by break of day. His firlt care was to cut the pipes 
that conveyed water into the town, and then to break 
down the bridge, by which alone provifions from the 
country could be conveyed. 

Captain Gianavel then affaulted the place, and fpecdi- 
ly polfeffed himfelf of two of the out-ports ; but finding 
he could not make himfelf mailer of the place, he pru- 
dently, retreated with very little lofs, blaming, however, 
captain Jahier, for the failure of the enterprizc. 

As loon as the Papilts were informed that captain 
Gianavel was at Angrognia, with only his own company, 
they determined, if pollible, to fufprife him. With 
this view, a great number of troops were detached from 
La Torre, and other places : one party of I hefe got on 
the top of a mountain, beneath which he was polled ; 
and the other partv intended to pod'efs themfelves of the 
gate of St. Bartholomew. 

Now the Papids thought themfelves fure of taking 
captain Gianavel and every one of his men, as thev 
confiltcd but of three hundred, and their own force was 
two thoufand five hundred. Their defign, however, 
was providentially frultrated, for one of the Popifli 
foldiers imprudently blowing a trumpet before the (ignal 
for attack was given, captain Gianavel took the alarm, 
and polled his little company ft) advantageoudy at the 
gate of St. Bartholomew, and at the defile by which 
the enemy mud defcend from the mountains, that the 
Roman-Catholic troops failed in both attacks, and were 
repulftd with a lofs very confiderable. 

Imemediately after, captain Jahier came to Angrog- 
nia, and joined his forces to thole of captain Gianavel, 
giving fndicient reafons to excufe his already-mention- 
ed failure. Captain jahier now made feveral fecret ex- 
curfions with great fuccels, felccting always fome of the 
molt aflive troops, belonging both to Gianavel and liim- 
felf. One day hehadput himfelf at the head of only forty- 
four men, to proceed upon an expedition, when enter- 
ing a plain near Olfac, he was fuddenly furroimded by 
a large body of horfe. Captain Jahier, and his men, 
fought defperately, though oppreficd by odds, and killed 
the commander in chief, ihree captains, and fifty-feveii 
private men, of the enemy. But captain Jahier him- 
felf being killed, with thirty-five of his men, the red 
furrendered. Oneofthe foldierscut off captain Jahier's 
head, and carrying it to Turin, p relented it to the duke 
of Savoy, who gave him fix hundred ducatoons as a 

The much lamented death of this gentleman was a fig- 
nal lofs to the Proteltants, as he was a real friend to, 
and champion of, the reformed church. He pofl'cffed a 
mod undaunted fpirit, fo lhatno difficulties could deter 
him from undertaking an enterprizc, or dangers ter- 
rify him in it's execution. He was pious without affec- 
tation, and humane without weaknefs ; bold in the field, 
meek in a domeftic life, of a penetrating genius, aftive 
in fpirit, and in all his undertakings rcfolute. 

To complete the affliction of the Protedants, captain 
Gianavel was, foon auer, wounded in fuch a manner 
that he was obliged to keep his bed. They, however, 
took new courage from misfortunes, anddetermining not 
to let their fpirits droop, attacked a body of Popifii 
troops with great intrepidity ; the Proteltants were much 
inferior in numbers, but fought with more refolution 
than the Papids, and at length routed them, with con- 
fiderable (laughter. During the action, a ferjennt, 
named Michael Bertino, was killed; when his Ion, who 
was clofe behind him, leaped into his place, and laid, 
" I have loft my father; but courage, fellow-foldicrs, 
God is a father to us all." 

There were feveral other fkirmi flies between the troops 
of La Torre and Tagliaretto, and the Proteftant forces, 
which in general terminated in favour of the latter. 

Andrion, a Proteftant gentleman, railed a regiment 
of horfe, and took the command of it himfelf. The 
lieur John I.cger perfuaded a great number of Pro- 
teltants to form themfelves into volunteer companies ; 
and an excellent officer, named Michclin, inllitutcd fe- 
veral bands of light troops. Thefe being all joined to 
the 
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the remains of the veteran Proteftant troops (Fur great 
numbers had been loll in the various battles, fkir- 
m idles, fieges, &c.) computed a refpeclable army, 
which the officers thought proper to encamp near St. 

Alarmed at the formidable appearance, and increafed 
ftrength of the Proteftant forces, the Roman-Catholic 
commanders, determined, if poffiblc, to diflodge them 
from their encampment. With this view they collect- 
ed together a large force, confiding of the 'principal 
part of the garrifons of the Roman-Catholic towns, the 
draft from the Irifh brigades, a great number of regu- 
lars lent by the marquis of Piaiieffd, the auxiliary 
troops, and the independent companies. 

When thefe had -formed a junction, they encamped 
near the Proteftants, and fpent feveral days in calling 
councils of war, and difputing on the mod proper 
mode of proceeding. Some were for plundering the 
country, in order to draw the Proteftants from their 
camp; others were for patiently waiting till they were 
attacked ; and a third party were for afl'aulting'the Pro- 
teftant camp, and trying to make themfelves mailers of 
every thing therein. 

The laft of them prevailed, and the morning after 
the refolution had been taken was appointed to put it 
into execution. The Roman Catholic troops were ac- 
cordingly feparated into four divifions, three of which 
were to make an attack in different places ; and the 
fourth to remain as a body of relerve to ad as occafion 
might demand. 

Previous to the attack, one of the Roman-Catholic 
officers harangued his men in the following manner. 

" Fellow foldicrs, you are now going to enter upon 
a great aaion, which will bring you fame and riches. 
The motives for your acting with fpirit are likewife of 
the molt important nature ; namely, the honour of 
Ihewing your loyalty to your fovercign, the pleafure 
of (pilling heretic blood, and the profpeft of plun- 
dering the Proteftant camp. So, my brave fellows, 
fall on, give no quarter, kill all you meet, and take all 
you come near." 

When this 'inhuman fpeech was made, the engage- 
ment began, and the Proteftant camp was attacked in 
three places with inconceivable fury. The fight was 
maintained with great obllinacy and perfeverance on 
both fides, continuing without intermifiion for the fpace 
of four hours ; for the feveral companies on both fides 
relieved each other alternately, and by that means kept 
up a continual- fire during the whole engagement. 

In the mean time a detachment was fent from the body 
of rcferve to attack the pod of Cadelas, which, if the 
Papifts bad carried, it would have given them the com- 
mandof thevalliesof Perofa, St. Marlino, and Lucerne : 
but they were rcpulfed with great lofs, and compelled 
to return to the body of rcferve, from whence they had 
been detached. 

In a fhort time after the return of this detachment, 
the Roman-Catholic troops, being hard prefled in the 
main battle, fent for the body of relerve to come to 
their fupport. Thefe immediately marched to their 
aflilhtnce, and for fome time longer held the event 
doubtful, but at length the valour of the Protedants 
prevailed, and the Papifts were totally defeated, with 
the k>r s of upwards of three hundred men killed, and 
many more wounded: 

As fooh as the fyndic of Lucerne, who was indeed a 
Papift, but not a fupcrftitious one, law the great num- 
ber of wounded men brought into that city, he exclaim- 
ed, Ah ! I thought the wolves tiled to devour the here- 
tics, but now 1 fee the heretics eat the wolves. This 
exprellion being reported to M. Marollcs, the Roman- 
Catholic commander in chief at Lucerne, he fent a very 
feverc and threatening letter to the fyndic, who was lb 
terrified, that the fright threw him into a fever, and he 
died in a few days after he received it. 

This memorable battle was fought juft before the 
liarveft was got in ; when the Papifls, exonerated at 
their difgrace, and rcfolved on any- kind of revenge, 
fpread themfelves by night in detached parties over 
the fined corn fields of the Protedants, and let them on 
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fire in dindry places. Some of thefe draggling parties, 
however, differed for their condua ; for the Proteftants, 
being alarmed in the night by the blazing of the hie 
among the corn, purfued the fugitives early in the morn- 
ing, and overtaking many put them to death. The 
Proteftant captain Bellin, likewife, byway of retaliation, 
went with a body of light troops, and burnt the fuburbs 
of La Torre, making his retreat afterwards with no 

Soon after, captain Bellin, with a much ftronger 
body of troops, attacked the town of La Torre itleif, 
and making a breach in the wall of the convent, his 
men entered, driving the garrifon into the citadel, and 
burning both town and convent. After having effected" 
this, they made a regular retreat, as, for want of cannon, 
they could not reduce the citadel. 



A full and particular Account of the Persecutions 
of Michael de Molinos, a Native of Spain. 

MICHAEL DE MOLINOS, a Spaniard of a rich 
and honourable family, entered, when young 
into prieft's orders, but would not accept of any prefer* 
mcnt in the church. He pofTeffed great natural abili- 
ties, which hededicatcd to the ferviceof his fellow, crea- 
tures, without any view of emolument to himfelf. His 
courfe of life was piousand uniform ; nor did he excrcife 
thofe auflerities which are common among the religious 
orders of the Romifh church.. 

As he was of a contemplativcturnof mind, he purfued 
the track of the myftical divines, and having acquired 
great reputation in Spain, and being defirous of propa- 
gating his fublime mode of devotion, he left his own 
country, and fettled at Rome. Here he foon con- 
nected himfelf with fome of the mod didinguifhed 
among the literati, who fo approved of his religious 
maxims, that they concurred in afilfting him to propa- 
gate them ; and, in a fhort time, he obtained a great 
numberof followers, who, from the fublime inodcof their 
religion, were didinguifhed by the name of Ouietills. 

Molinospublifbedabook, in 1675, entitled, IlGuida 
Spiritual, to which were fubjoincd recommendatory 
letters from feveral great perl'onages. One of thefe 
was by the archbifliop of Reggio ; a fecond by the 
general of the Francifcans ; and a third by father 
Martin de Efparfa, a Jefuit, who had been divinity -pro- 
feffor both at Salamanca and Rome. 

As foon as the book was publiflied, it was greatly 
read, and highly efteemcd, both in Italy and .Spain : 
this fo raifed the reputation of the author, that his ac- 
quaintance was coveted by the mod refpectable cha- 
raders. Letters were written to him from numbers of 
people, fo that a correfpondence was fettled between 
him, and thofe who approved of his method, in differ- 
ent parts of Europe. Some fccular priefls, both at 
Rome and Naples, declared themfelves openly for it, 
and confulted him, as a fort of oracle, on many occa- 
fions. But thofe who attached themfelves to him with 
the greated fincerity, were fome of the fathers of the 
Oratory ; in particular three of the mod eminent, 
namely, Coloredi, Ciceri, and Petrueci. Many of the 
cardinals alfo courted his acquaintance, and thought 
themfelves happy in being reckoned among the number 
of his friends. The molt didinguifhed of them was 
the cardinal d'Eftrees, a man of very great learning, 
who fo highly approved of Molinos's maxims, that he 
entered into a dole conneaion with him. They con- 
verted together daily, and notwithstanding the di'llrud a 
Spaniard has naturally of a Frenchman, yet Molinos, 
who was fincere in his principles, opened his mind with- 
out referve to the cardinal ; and by this means a corre- 
fpondence was fettled between Molinos and fome of the 
mod didinguifhed charaflers in France. 

Thus, whillt Molinos was labouring to propagate his 
religious mode, father Petrueci wrote feveral letters and 
treatifes. relative to a contemplative life ; but he mixtd 
in them fo many rules for the devotions of the Romifh 
church, as mitigated that eenfure he might have other- 
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wife incurred. They were written chiefly for the ufe 
of the nuns, and therefore the fenfe was expreffed in 
a llyle the molt eafy. and familiar. 

By this time Molinos had acquired fuch reputation, 
that the Jefuits and Dominicans. began to be greatly 
alarmed, arid determined to put a (top to the progrefs 
of this new method. To do this it was neceflary to de- 
cry the author of it ; and as herefy is an imputation that 
makes the ftrongeft impreflion at Rome, Moli-nos and 
his followers were given out to be heretics. Books 
were alfo written by Tome of the Jefuits againft Molinos 
and his method; but they were all anfwered by Mo- 
linos with great and becoming fpirit. 

However, thefe difputes occafioned fuch adifturbance 
in Rome, that the whole affair was taken notice of by 
the inquifition. Molinos and his book, and father Pc- 
trucci with his treatifes and letters, were brought un- 
der a fevere examination ; and the Jefuits were con- 
fidered as the accufers. One of the fociety had, indeed, 
approved of Molinos's book : but the rell took care he 
fhould not be again feen at Rome. In the courfe of 
the examination both Molinos and Petrucci acquitted 
themfelves fo well, that their books were again appro- 
ved, and the anfwers which the Jefuits had written were 
cenfured as fcandalous and unbecoming. 

The condua of Petrucci on this occafion was fo 
highly approved, that it not only raifed the credit of the 
caufe, but his own emolument; for he was foon after 
made bifhop of Jefis, which was a new declaration made 
by the pope in iheir favour. Their books were now 
efteemed more than ever, their method was more fol- 
lowed, and the novelty of it, with the new approbation 
given after fo vigorous an accufation by the Jefuits, all 
contributed to raife the credit, and increafe the number 
of the party. 

Father Petrucci's behaviour in his new dignity 
greatly contributed to increafe his reputation, fo that 
his enemies were unwilling to give him any further diftur- 
bance ; and, indeed, there was lefs occafion given for 
cenfure by, his writings than thofe of Molinos. Some 
paffages in the latter were not fo cautioufly expreffed, 
, but there was room to make exceptions to them 5 while, 
on the other hand, Petrucci fo fully explained himfelf, 
as eafily to remove the objeftions made to fome parts of 
his letter. 

Thus the great reputation acquired by Molinos and 
Petrucci, occafioned a daily increafe of the Quie.tifts. 
All who were thought fincerely devout, or at lead af- 
fected the reputation of it, were reckoned among the 
number. If thefe perfons were obferved to become 
more ftrict in their lives and mental devotions, yet there 
appeared lefs zeal in their whole deportment as to the 
exterior parts of the church ceremonies. They were 
not fo affiduous at mafs, nor fo earneft to procure maf- 
Fes to be faid for their friends ; nor were they fo fre- 
quently either in proceffions or at confeffion. , 

Notwithstanding the new approbation given to Mo- 
linos's book by the inquifition had checked the proceed- 
ings of his enemies; yet they were ftill inveterate againft 
him in their hearts, and determined if poffible to ruin 
him. They infinuated that he had ill defigns, • and was, 
in his heart, an enemy to the Chriftian religion : that 
under pretence of railing men to a fublime ftrain of de- 
votion, he intended to erafe from their minds a fenfe of 
themyfteriesof Chriftianity. And becaufe he was a Spa- 
niard, they gave out that he was defcended from a J'ew- 
ilh, or Mohometan race, and that he might carry in his 
blood, or in his firft education, fome feeds of thofe 
religions which he had fince cultivated with no lefs art 
than zeal. This laft calumny gained but little cre- 
dit at Rome, though it was faid an order was fent to ex- 
amine the regifters of the place where Molinos was 
baptized. 

As foon as Molinos found himfelf attacked with fuch 
great vigour, and unrelenting malice, he took every 
neceffary precaution to prevent thefe imputations being 
credited. He wrote a trcatife entitled, Frequent and 
Daily Communion, which was likewife approved by 
fome of the molt learned of the Romifli clergy. This 
was printed with his Spiritual Guide, in the year 1675 ; 



and in the preface to it he declared, that he had not 
written it with any defign to engage himfelf in mat- 
ters of controverfy, but that by the earneft Solici- 
tations of many pious people it was drawn from him. 

The Jefuits having failed in theirattempts, ofcrufhing 
Molinos's power in Rome, applied to the' court of 
France, when in a.-, fhort time, they fo far fucceeded, 
that an order was fent to cardinal d'Eftrees, commanding 
him to profecute Molinos with all poffible rigour. The 
cardinal, though fo ftrongly'attached to Molinos, refol- 
ved to facrifice all that is facred in friendfhip to the will 
of his mailer. Finding, however, there was not fuffi- 
cient matter for an accufation againft him, he deter- 
mined to fupply that defect himfelf. He therefore 
went to the inquifitors, and informed them of feveral 
particulars, not only relative to Molinos, but alio Pe- 
trucci, both of whom, together with feveral of their 
friends, were put into the inquifition. 

As foon as they were brought before the inquifitors 
(which was in the beginning of the year 1684) Petrucci 
anfwered the refpettive queftions put to him with fo 
much judgment and temper, that he was foon difmiffed; 
and though Molinos's examination was much longer, it 
was generally expected he would have been likewife 
difcharged : but this was not the cafe. Though the in- 
quifitors had not any jult accufation againft him, yet 
they drained every nerve to find him guilty of herefy. 
1 hey firft objected to his holding a correfpondencc in 
different parts of Europe ; but of this he was acquitted, 
as the matter of that correfpondencc could not be made 
criminal. They then directed their attention to fome 
fufpicious papers found in his chamber; but. Molinos 
fo clearly explained their meaning, that nothing could 
be made of them to his prejudice. At length, cardinal 
d'Eftrees, after producing the order fent him by the 
king of France for profecuting Molinos, faid, he could 
prove againft him more than was neceflary to convince 
them he was guilty of herefy. To do this he perverted 
the meaning of fome paffages in Molinos's books and 
papers, and related many falfe and aggravating circum- 
ftanccs relative to the prifoner. He acknowledged he 
had lived with him under the appearance of friendfhip, 
but that it was only to difcover hisprinciples and inten- 
tions : that he had found them to be of a bad nature, 
and that dangerous confequences were likely to enfue 5 
but in order to make a full difcovery, he had affented 
to feveral things, which, in his heart, he detefted ; and 
that, by thefe means, he faw into the fecrets of Mo- 
linos ; but determined not to take any notice, till a 
proper opportunity fhould offer of crufhing both him 
and his party. 

Molinos, in confequence of d'Eftrees's evidence, 
was clofely confined in the inquifition, where he conti- 
nued for fome time, during which period all was quiet, 
and his followers profecuted their mode without inter- 
ruption. But on a fudden the Jefuits determined to 
extirpate them, and the ftorm broke out with the molt 
inveterate fury. 

The count Vefpiniani and his lady, Don Paulo Roc- 
chi, confeffor to the prince Borghefe, and fome of his 
family, with feveral others, in all feventy perfons, 
were put into the inquifition, among whom many were 
highly efteemed both for their learning and piety. The 
accufation laid againft the clergy was, their neglecting 
to fay the breviary ; and the relt were accufed of going 
to communion without firft attending confeffion. In a 
word, it was faid, they neglected all the exterior parts 
of religion, and gave themfelves up wholly to inward 
prayer and folitude. 

The countefs Vefpiniani exerted herfelf in a very 
particular manner on her examination before the in- 
quifitors. She faid, fhe had never revealed her method 
of devotion to any mortal but her confeffor, and that 
it was impoffible they fhould know it without his dif- 
covering the fecret ; that, therefore, it was time to 
give over going to confeffion, if priefts made this ufe 
of it, to difcover the mod fecret thoughts intruded to 
them ; and that fire would only make her confeffion 
to God for the future. 

From this fpirited fpeech, and the great noife made 
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in confequence of the cou'ntefs's fituation;,the inquifitors 
thought it molt prudent -to difmifs both her and. her huf- 
band, left the people might be incenfed, and what flie 
faid might leflen the credit of corifeflion. They were, 
therefore, both difcharged ; but bound to appear when- 
ever they fhou.ld be. called upon. 

Such was the inveteracy of thejefuits againft -the 
quietifls, that within the fpace of a month upwards of 
two hundred perfons, befides thofe already mentioned, 
were put into the inquifition ; and that method of de- 
votion which had paired in Italy as the moft elevated 
to which mortals could afpire, was deemed heretical, 
and the chief promoters of it confined in a wretched 
dudgeon. 

Therefore, to extirpate quietifm if pbffible, the in- 
quifitors fent a circular letter to cardinal Cibo, as the 
chief minifter, to difperfe it through Italy; It was ad-, 
dreffed to all prelates, informing them, that whereas 
many fchools and fraternities were eftabliflied in feveral 
parts of Italy, in which fome perfons, under a pretence 
of leading people info the ways of the fpirit, and to the 
prayer of quietnefsj inftilled into them many abomina- 
ble herefies, therefore a ftridt charge was given to dif- 
folve "all thofe focieties, and to oblige the fpiritual guide 
to tread in the known paths ; and, in particular, to take 
care none of that fort fhould be fuffered to have the 
direction of the nunneries. Orders were likewife given 
to proceed, in the way of juftice, againft thofe who 
fhould be found guilty of thefe abominable errors. • • 

A ftrict inquiry was .made after this into all the nun- 
neries in Rome.; when moft of their directors and con- 
feflbrs were difcovered to be engaged in this new me- 
thod. It was found that the Carmelites, the nuns of 
the Conception, and thofe of feveral other convents, 
were wholly given up to prayer and contemplation ; and 
that, inftead of their beads, and the other devotions to 
faints, or images, they were much alone, and often in 
the exercifc of mental prayer: that when they were 
aiked, why they had laid afide the ufe of their beads, 
and their ancient forms, their anfwer was, their direaors 
had advifed them fo to do. Information of this being 
given to the inquifition, they fent orders that all books 
written in the fame ftrain with thofe of Molinos and 
Petrucci.fhould be taken from them, and that they mould 
be compelled to return to their original form of worfhi p. 

Little effect was produced by the circular letter fent 
to cardinal Cibo, for moft of the Italian bifhops were 
inclined to Molinos's method. It was intended that 
this, as well as all ether orders from the inquifitors, 
ihould be kept fecret; but notwithftanding all their 
care, copies of it were printed, and difperfed in moft of 
the principal towns in Italy. This gave great uneafi- 
nefs to the inquifitors, who ufe every method they can to 
conceal their proceedings from the knowledge of the 
world. They blamed the cardinal, and accufed him of 
being the caufe of it j but he retorted on them, and his 
fecretary laid the fault on both. 

In, the mean time, Molinos fuffered great indignities 
from the officers of the inquifition ; and the only com- 
fort he received V&as, from being fometimes vifited by 
father Petrucci. 

Although he had lived in the higheft reputation in 
Rome for fosne years, he was now as much defpifed as 
he had been admired, being generally confidered as one 
of the worft of heretics. 

The chief part of Molinos's followers, who had been 
placed in, the inquifition, having abjured his mode, 
were difmiffed j but a harder fate awaited Molinos, 
their leader. 

When he had lain a confiderable time in prjfon, he 
was at length brought again before the inquifitors, to 
anfwer to a number of articles exhibited againft him 
from his writings.' As foon as he appeared in court, a 
chain was put round his body, and a wax-light in his 
hand, when two friars read aloud the articles of accufa- 
tioh. Molinos anfwered each with great fteadinefs and 
refolution; 'and notwithftanding his-arguments totally 
defeated the force of all, yet he was found guilty of here- 
fy, and was condemned to imprifonment for life. 
• Having left the court he was attended by a prieft, who 
No. 78. 



had borne him the" greateft refpect. -On his arrival at 
the prifon he enterred the cell allotted for his confine-" 
ment with great tranquillity ; and on taking leave of the 
prieft thus addreffed him: Adieu, father, we lhall meet 
again at the day of judgment, and then it will appear 
on which fide the truth is, whether on my fide, or on 

While in confinement he was feveral times tortured 
in the moft cruel manner, till,, at length, the feverity of 
the* punifhments. overpowered his ftrength, and finifhed 
his exiftence. 

The followers of Molinos were fo imprefled by his 
melancholy diffolution, that the greater part of them 
foon abjured his mode ; and by the afliduity of the je- 
fuits, quietifm was totally extirpated throughout the 
; country. 



A Full and Particular ACCOUNT of the PERSECU- 
TIONS in BOHEMIA under the PAPACY. 

THE Roman pontiffs having ufurped a power over 
feveral churches, were particularly fevere on the . 
Bohemians, which occafioned them to fend two minif- 
ters, and four lay-brothers to >Rome, in the year 977, to . 
obtain redrefs of the pope. After fome delay their re- 
queft was granted, and their grievances redrefied. Two 
things in particular they were permitted to do, viz. to 
have divine fervice performed in their own language, 
and to give the cup to the laity in the facrament. 

However the difputes foon broke out again, the 
fucceeding popes exerting their whole power to impofe 
on the minds of the Bohemians and the latter, with 
great fpirit, aiming to preferve their religious liberties. 

Some zealous friends of the gofpel applied to Charles/ ' 
king of Bohemia," A. D. 1375, to call an ceconomical 
council, for an inquiry into the abufes that had crept 
: into the church, and to make a full and thorough refor- 
; rriation. The king, not knowing how to proceed, fent 
to the pope for directions how to act ; but the pontiff 
was fo incenfed at the affair, that his only reply was; 
Severely punifh thofe rafh and profane heretics. . The 
' monarch, accordingly, banifhed every one who had 
been concerned in the application, and to oblige the 
; pope, laid a great number of additional reftrainrs upon 
the religious liberties of the people. 

When John Hufs> and Jerom of Prague; * two holy 
. and pious men, were condemned' by order of the coun- 
i cil of Conftance, fifty-eight of the principal Bohemian! 

nobility interpofed in their favour. Neverthelefs theyt 
! were cruelly burnt, and the pope, in conjunction with: 
i the council of Conftance, ordered the Romifti clergy, 
[ every where, to excommunicate fuch as" adopted their 
j opinions,,or commiferatcd their fate, 
j By means of thefe orders great contentions between 
i the papifts and reformed Bohemians took place, which 
I was the caufe of a violent perfecution againft the latter. 
\ At Prague the perfecution was extremely fevere, till, 
'■ at length, the reformed being driven to defperat-ion, 
armed themfelves, attacked the fenate-houfe, and threw 
twelve fenators, with the fpeaker, out of the fenate- 
houfe windows, whofe bodies fell upon fpears, which 
were held up by others of the reformed in the ftrect, to 
receive them. 

When informed of thefe proceedings, the pope came 
to Florence, and publicly excommunicated the reformed 
Bohemians, exciting the emperor of Germany, and all 
kings, princes, dukes, &c. to take up arms, in order to 
extirpate the whole race ; and promifing, by way of 
encouragement, full remiflion of all fins whatever to 
the moft wicked perfon, if he did but kill one' Bohemian 
proteftant. 

A bloody war was the refult of this, for feveral popifh 
princes undertook the extirpation, or at leaft expulfion, 
of the profcribed people ; and' the Bohemians, arming 
themfelves, prepared to repel force by^Jbrce, in. the 
moft vigorous and -effectual .mariner. The popifh army 
prevailing againft the proteftant forces at the battle of 
Cuttenburgh, the prifoners of the reformed were taken* 
to three deep mines ncn that town, and feveral hundreds 

10 were 
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were cruelly thrown into each, where they perifhed in a 
miferable manner. ! 

A merchant of Prague, going to Breflaw, in Silefia,. 
happened to lodge in the fame, inn with feveral priefts. 
Entering into converfation upon the fubject of religious 
controverfy, he pafled many encomiums upon the mar- 
tyred John HuPs, and his doctrines. The priefts taking 
umbrage at this, laid an information againft him the, 
next morning; and he was committed to prifon as an 
heretic. Many endeavours were ufed to perfuade him 
to embrace the Roman catholic faith ; but he remained 
ftedfaft to the pure doctrines of the reformed church. 
Soon after hisjmprifonment, a ftudent of the univerfity 
was committed to the fame gaol 5 when, being permit- 
ted to converfe with the merchant, they mutually com- 
forted each other. On the day appointed (or execution, 
■when the gaoler began to fallen the ropes to their feet, 
by which they were to be dragged through the ftrects, 
trie ftudent appeared quite terrified, and offered to ab- 
jure his faith, and turn Roman catholic if he might be 
faved. The offer was accepted, his abjuration was ta- 
ken by a prieft, and he was fet at liberty. A prieft ap- 
plying to the merchant to follow the example of the 
ftudent, he nobly faid, •* Lofe no time in hopes of my 
recantation, your expectations will be vain ; 1 fincerely 
pity that poor wretch, who has miferably facrinced his 
foul for a few more uncertain years of a troublefome 
life; and, fo far from having the leaft idea of following 
his example, I glory in the very thoughts of dying for 
the fake of Chrift." On hearing thefe words, the prieft 
ordered the executioner to proceed 5 and the merchant 
being drawn through the city, was brought to the place 
of execution, and there deftroyed by fire. 

Pichel, a bigoted popifh magiftrate, apprehended 24 
proteftants, among whom was his daughter's hufband. 
As they all owned they were of the reformed religiop,he 
indifcriminately condemned them to be drowned in the 
river Abbis. On the day appointed for the execution, 
a great concourfe of people attended, among whom was 
Pichel's daughter. This worthy wife threw herfelf at 
her father's feet, bedewed them with tears, and in the 
molt pathetic manner, implored him to commiferate her 
forrow.and pardon her hulband. The obdurate magi- 
ftrate fternly replied, " Intercede not for him, child, he 
is a heretic, a vile heretic.'' To which Ihe nobly an- 
fwered, " Whatever his faults may be, or however his 
opinions may differ from your's, he is ftill my hufband, 
a name which, at a time like this, fhould alone employ 
my whole confideration." Pichel flew into a violent 
paffion, and faid, " You are mad ! cannot you, after 
the death of this, have a much worthier hulband ?" 
No, fir, (replied flie) my affections are fixed upon this, 
and death itfelf ftiall not diflblve my marriage vow. 
Pichel, however, continued inflexible, and ordered the 
prifoners to be tied with their hands and feet behind 
them, and in that manner to be thrown into. the river. 
As foon as this was put into execution, the young lady 
watched her opportunity, leaped into the waves, and 
embracing the body of her hufband, both funk together 
into one watery grave. An uncommon inftance of 
■conjugal love in a wife, and of an inviolable attachment 
to, and perfonal affection for, her hufband. 

Ferdinand the emperor, whofe hatred to the Bohe- 
mian proteftants was without bounds, not thinking he 
had fulficiently opprefled them, inftituted a high court 
of reformcrs, upon the plan of the inquifition, with this 
•difference, that the reformers were to remove from 
place to place, and always to be attended by a body of 

chief number of thefe reformers confifted of je- 
fuits, and from their decifions there was no appeal, by 
which it may be eafily conjectured, that it was a tribunal 
indeed the moft dreadful. 

This tremendous bloody court, attended by a body of 
troops, made the tour of Bohemia, in which they feldom 
examined or faw a prifoner, fuffering the foldiers to 
murder the proteftants as they pleafed, and then to make 
a report of the matter afterwards. 

An aged minifter was the firft victim* of their cruelty, 
whom they killed as he lay lick in bed j the next day 



they robbed, and murdered another, and foon after fliot '. 
a third, as he was preaching in his pulpit. 

A nobleman and a clergyman, who relided in a pro- 
teftant village, hearing of the approach of the high 
court of reformers and the troops, fled from the place, 
and fecreted themfelves. The foldiers, however, on 
their arrival, feized upon a fchooUmafter, and alked 
him where the lord of that place and the miniller were 
concealed, and where they had hid their treafures. The 
fchool- matter replied, he could nosanfwer either of the 
queftions. They then ftripped him naked, bound, him 
with cords, and beat him moft unmercifully with cud- 
gels. This cruelty not extorting any confeffion from 
him, they fcorched him in various parts of his body ; 
when, to gain a refpite from his torments, he promifed 
to fhew them where the treafures were hid. The fol- 
diers gave ear to this with pleafure, and the fchool-maf- 
ter led them to a ditch full of ftones, faying, Beneath " 
thofe ftones are the riches ye leek for. Eager after mo- 
ney, they went to work, and foon removed thofe ftones, 
but not finding what they fought after, beat the fchool- 
mafter to death, buried him in the ditch, and covered 
him with the very ftones he had made them remove. 

Several of the foldiers raviflied the daughters of a 
worthy proteftant before his face, and then tortured him 
to death. A minifter and his wife they tied back to 
back, and burnt. Another minifter they hung upon a 
crofs beam, and making a fire under him, broiled him 
to death. A gentleman they hacked into fmall pieces ;. 
and they filled a young man's mouth with gunpowder, 
and fetting fire to it, blew his head to pieces. 

Their principal rage being directed againft the clergy, 
they took a pious proteftant minifter, and tormented 
him daily for a month together, in the following manner, 
making their cruelty regular, progrcfTive,- and fyftema- 
tic. 

r. They placed him amidft them, and made him the 
fubjeci of" their derifion and mockery, during a whole 
day's entertainment, trying to exhauft his patience, but 
in vain, for he bore the whole with a true chriftian for- 
titude, 

2. They fpit in his face, pulled his nofe, and pinched 
him in moft parts of his body. 

3. He was hunted like a wild beaft, till ready to ex- 
pire with fatigue. 

4. They made him run the gantlope between two 
ranks of them, each ftriking him with a twig. 

5. He was beat with their lifts. 

6. He was beat with ropes. 

7. They fcourged him with wires. 

8. He was beat with cudgels. 

9. They, tied him up by the heels with his head 
downwards, till the blood ftartcd out of his nofe, 
mouth, &c. 

10. They hung him up by the right arm till it was 
diflocated, and then had it fet again. 

1 1. The fame was repeated with his left arm. 

1 2. Burning papers, dipped in oil, were placed be- 
tween his fingers and toes. 

13. His flefh was torn with red hot pincers. 

14. He was put to the rack. 

15. They pulled off the nails of his right hand. 

16. The' fame repeated with his left hand. 

17. He was baftinadoed on his feet. 

18. A flit was made in his right ear. 

19. The fame repeated on his left ear. . 

20. His nofe was flit. ' 

21. They whipped him through the town upon an 
afs. 

22. They made feveral incifions in his flefh. 

23. They pulled off the toe nails of his right. .foot. 

24. The fame repeated with his left foot. 

25. He was tied up by the loins, and fufpended for a 
confiderable time. 

26. The teeth of his upper jaw were pulled out. 

27. The fame was repeated with his lower jaw. 

28. Boiling lead was poured upon his fingers. 

29. The fame repeated with his toes. 

30.. A knotted cord was twifted about his forehead in 
fuch a manner, as to force out his eyes. 

While, 
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While thefe horrid cruelties were carried on, particular 
care was taken that his wounds fhould not mortify, and 
not to injure him mortally till the.latt day, when the 
forcing out of his eyes proved . his death. • 

Various were ■ the other murders and depredations 
committed by thofe unfeeling brutes, and fhocking to 
humanity were the cruelties which they infli&ed on the 
poor Bohemian proteftants. The winter being far ad- 
vanced, however, the high court of reformers, with 
their infernal band of military ruffians, thought proper 
to return to Prague; but on their way meeting with a 
proteftant paftor, they could not refift the temptation 
of feafting~their barbarous eyes. with a new kind of 
cruelty, which had jufl fuggefted itfelf to the diabolical 
imagination of one of the foldiers. This was to ftrip 
the minifter naked, and alternately to cover him with 
ice and burning coals. This novel mode of torment- 
ing a fellow-creature was immediately put in practice, 
and the unhappy victim expired beneath the torments, 
which feemed to delight his inhuman pcrfecutors. 

Soon after a fecret order was iffued by the emperor, 
for apprehending all noblemen and gentlemen, who had 
been principally concerned in fupporting the proteftant 
caufe, and in nominating'Frederic, elector Palatine of 
the Rhine, to be king of Bohemia. Thefe, to the num- 
ber of fifty, were apprehended in one night, and. at one 
hour, and brought from the places where they were ta- 
ken, to the 'caftle of Prague, and the eftates of thofe 
who were abfent from the kingdom were confifcated, 
themfelvcs. were made outlaws, and their names fixed 
upon a gallows, as marks of public ignominy. 

After this the high court of reformers proceeded to 
try the fifty, who had been apprehended, and two apoftate 
proteftants were appointed to examine them. Thefe 
examinants afked a great number of unneceffary and 
impertinent qucftions, which fo exafperated one of the 
noblemen, who was naturally of a warm temper, that 
fie exclaimed,' opening bis breaft at the fame time, " Cut 
here, fearch my heart, you fhall find nothing but the 
love of religion and liberty : thofe were the motives for 
which I drew my fword, and for thofe I am willing to 
fuffer death." 

i Seeing that none of the prifoners would change their 
religion, or acknowledge they had been in an error, 
they were all pronounced guilty;- but the fentence was 
referred to the emperor. When that monarch had read 
their names, and an account of the' refpecVive accufa- 
tions againft them, he paffed judgment on all, but in 
a different manner, as his fentences Were of four kinds, 
viz. death, banifhment, imprifonment for life, and im- 
prifonment during plea'fure. . 

Twenty, who were ordered for execution, were in- 
formed they might fend for jefuits, monks, or friars, 
to prepare for the awful change they were to undergo; 
but- that no proteftants would be permitted to come 
near them. This propofal they rejected, and ftrove all 
they could to comfort and chear each other upon the 
folemn occafion. 

When the morning of the day appointed for the ex- 
ecution arrived, a cannon was fired as a fignal to bring 
the prifoners from the caftle to the principal market- 
place, in which fcaffolds were erected, and a body of 
troops were drawn up to attend the tragic fpectacle. 

Notwithftanding, the prifoners left the caftle with as 
much chearfulnefs as if they had been going to an agreea- 
ble entertainment, inftead of a violent death. 

Befides foldiers, jefuits, priefts, executioners, at- 
tendants, &c. a prodigious concourfe of people attend- 
ed, to fee the exit of thefe devoted martyrs, who were 
executed in the following order : 

I. LORD SCHILIK. 
This nobleman was about 'fifty years of age, and was 
poffeffed of great natural and acquired abilities. When 
he was told he was to be quartered, and his parts fcatter- 
ed ihdiffeient places, hefmiled with great ferenity, fay- 
ing, The lofs of a fepulchre is but a trifling confidcra- 
tioru A gentleman who flood by, crying, Courage, my 
lord ■ he replied, I have God's favour, which is fuffi- 
cient to infpire any one with courage : the fear of death 
does not trouble me ; formerly I have faced him in fields 



of battle to oppofe Anti-Chrift; and now dare face him 
on a fcaffold, for the fake of Chrift.. Having faid a 
fliort prayer, he told the executioner he was ready, who 
cut off his right hand and his head, and then quartered 
him. His hand and head were placed upon the high 
tower of Prague, and his quarters diftributed in differ- 
ent parts of the city. 

II. LORD VISCOUNT WINCESLAUS. 
This pious and venerable nobleman, who had attain- 
ed the age of/eventy years, was equally refpectable for 
his learning and hofpitality. His temper was fo re- 
markably patient, that when his houfe w as broke open, 
his property fcized, and his eftates confifcated, he only 
faid, with great compofure, The Lord hath given, and 
the Lord hath taken away. Being alked why he could 
engage in fo dangerous a caufe as that of attempting to 
fupport the elector Palatine Frederic, againft the power 
of the emperor, he replied, I ailed ftrictly according to 
the dictates of my confeience, and, to this day, deem 
him my king. I am now full of years, and wifh tp lay 
down life, that I may not be a witnefs of the farther evils 
which are to attend my country. You have long thirft- 
cd for my blood ; take it, for God will be my avenger. 
Then approaching the block, he ftroked his long grey 
beard, and faid, Venerable hairs, the greater honour 
now attends ye, a crown of martyrdom is your portion. 
Then laying down his head, it was fevered from h:s body 
at one ftroke, and placed upon a pole in a confpicuous 
part of the city. 

III. LORD HARANT. 
This was a gentleman of good fenfe, great piety, and 
much experience gained by travel, as he had vifitcd the 
principal places in Europe, Afia, and Africa. Hence 
he was free from national prejudices, and had collected 
much knowledge. 

The accufations againft this nobleman were, his being 
a proteftant, and having taken an oath of allegiance to 
Frederic, the elector Palatine of the Rhine, as king of 
Bohemia. When he came upon the fcaffold, he faid, 
" I have travelled through many countries, and tra- 
verfed various barbarous nations, yet never found fo 
much cruelty as at home. I haveefcaped innumerable 
perils both by fea and land, and furmounted incon- 
ceivable difficulties, to fuffer innocently in my native 
place. My blood is likewife fought by thofe for whom 
I, and my forefathers, have hazarded our lives and 
eftates ; but, Almighty God ! forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." . He then went to the block, 
kneeled down, and exclaimed, with great energy, Into 
thy hands, O Lord ! I commend my fpirit ; in thee 
have I always trufted ; receive me, therefore, my bleffed 
Redeemer. The fatal flroke was then given, and a pe- 
riod pur to the temporary pains of this life. 

IV. LORD FREDERIC DE BILE. 
This nobleman fuffercd as a proteftant, and a pro- 
moter of the late war : he met his fate with ferenity, and 
only faid, he wifhed well to the friends whom he left be- 
hind, forgave the enemies whocaufed his death, denied 
the authority of the emperor in that country, acknow- 
ledged Frederic to be the only true king of Bohemia, 
and hoped for falvation in the merits of his bleffed 
Redeemer. 

V. LORD HENRY OTTO. 
When his lordfhip firft came upon the fcaffold, he 
feemed greatly confounded, and laid, with fome afpe- 
rity, as if addreffing himfelf to the emperor, " Thou 
tyrant Ferdinand, your throne is eftablifhed in blood ; 
but if you kill my body, and difperfe my members, 
they.fhall ftill rife up in judgment againft you." He 
then was filent, and having walked about for fome time, 
feemed to recover his fortitude, and growing calm, faid 
to a gentleman who flood near, I was, a few minutes 
fince, greatly difcompofed, but now 1 feel my fpirits 
revive; God be praifed for affording me fuch comfort ; 
death no longer appears as the king of terrors, but feems 
to invite me to participate of fome unknown joys. 
Kneeling before the block, he faid, Almighty God ! 
to thee I commend* my foul, receive it for the fake of 
Chrift, and admit it to the glory of thy prefence. The 
executioner put this nobleman to confiderable pain, by 
making 



g28 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 



making feveral ftrok'es before he fevered the head from 
the body. 

VI. The EARL of RUGENIA. 
This nobleman was diftinguilhed for his fuperior 
abilities, and unaffected piety. On the fcaffold he faid, 
" We, who drew our fwords, fought only to preferve 
the liberties of the people, and to keep our eonfeiences 
facred : as we were overcome, I -am better pleafed at 
the fentence of death than if the emperor had given me 
■ life ; for I find that it pleafes God to have his truth de- 
fended, not by our fwords, but by our blood." He then 
went boldly to the block, faying, "I fhall now befpeedily 
with Chrift," and received the crown of martyrdom with 
great cour ^ &r CASPER K APLITZ. 

This nobleman was 86 years of age. When he came 
to the place of execution, he addreiTed the principal of- 
ficer thus : " Behold a miferablc ancient man, :vho hath 
often intreated God to take him out of this wicked 
world, but could not till now obtain his defire ; for God 
referved me till thefe years to be a fpectaele to the world, 
and a facrificc to himfelf ; therefore God's will be done." 
One of the officers told him, in confideration of his 
great age, that if he would only afk pardon, he would 
immediately receive it. " Afk pardon, exclaimed he, 
I will afk pardon of God whom I have frequently of- 
fended ; but not of the emperor to whom I never gave 
any offence : fhould I fuefor pardon, it might be juftly 
fufpected I had committed fome crime for which 1 de- 
ferved this condemnation. No, no, as I die innocent, 
and with a clear confeience, I would not be feparated 
from this noble company of martyrs: fo faying, he 
chearfully religned his neck to. the block. 

VIII. PROCOPIUS DORZECKI. 

On the fcaffold this gentleman faid, " Weaic now un- 
der the emperor's judgment; but in time he fliall be 
judged, and we fhall appear as witnefTes againft him." 
Then taking a gold medal from his neck, which was 
{truck when the elector Frederic was crowned king of 
Bohemia, he prefented it to one of the officers ; at ' 
fame time uttering thefe words, " Asa dying man, I 
queft, if ever king Frederic is reftored to the throne of 
Bohemia, that you will give him this medal. Tell 
him, for his fake, I wore it till death, and that now I 
willingly lay down my life for God and my king." He, 
then chearfully laid down his head, and fubmitted to 
the fatal blow. 

IX. DIONYSIUS ZERVIUS. 

We underftand this gentleman was brought up a Ro- 
man catholic, .but had embraced the reformed religion 
for fome years. When upon the fcaffold the jefuits ufed 
their utmoft endeavours to make him recant, and return 
to his former faith, but he paid not the leaft attention 
to their exhortations. Kneeling down he faid, **They may. 
deftroy my body, but cannot injure my foul, that I com- 
mend to my Redeemer ;" and then patiently fubmitted 
to martyrdom, being at that time fifty-fix years of age. 

X. VALENTINE COCKAN. 

This was a gentleman of confiderable fortune and emi- 
nence, perfectly pious and honeft, but of trifling abili- 
ties ; yet his imagination feemed to grow bright, and 
his faculties to improve on death's approach, as if the 
impending danger refined the uriderftanding. Juft be- 
fore he was beheaded, he exprefied himfelf with fuch 
eloquence, energy, and precifion, as greatly amazed 
thofe who knew his former deficiency in point of ca- 
pacity. 

XI. TOBIAS STEFFICK. 

This perfon was remarkable for his affability and 
ferenity of temper. He was perfectly refigned to his 
fate, and a few minutes before his death fpoke in this 
lingular manner : " I have received, during the- whole 
covirfe of my life, many favours from God j ought I not 
therefore chearfully to take one bitter cup, when he 
thinks proper to prefent it ? Or rather, ought I not to 
rejoice, that it is his will I fhould give up a corrupted 
life for that of immortality ?" 

XII. Dr. JESSENIUS. 

This was an able ftudent of phyfic, who was accufed 
of having fpoken difrefpectful words of the emperor, of 



treafon in fwearing allegiance to the elector Frederic, 
and of herefy in being a proteflant : for the firft accu- 
fation he had his tongue cut out ; for the fecond he was 
beheaded ; and for the third, and laft, he was quartered,, 
and the refpective parts expofed on poles. 

XIII. CHRISTOPHER CHOBER. 

As foon as this gentleman ftepped upon the fcaffold, 
he faid, " I come, in the name of God, to die for his 
glory ; I have fought the good fight, and finifhed my^ 
courfe ; fo executioner, do your office." The exec u-"" 
tioner obeyed, and he inftantly received the crown of 
martyrdom. - 
XIV. JOHN SHULTIS. 

There was no perfon ever lived more refpected, or di- 
ed more lamented than this gentleman. The only words 
he . fpokc, before receiving the fatal ftroke, were, - 
" The righteous fcem to die in the eyes of fools, but 



hold, I am come ; look on me, pity me, pardon my 
fins, and receive my foul." 

XV. MAXIMILIAN HOSTIALICK. 
This worthy gentleman was famed for his learning, 
piety, and humanity. When he firft came on the fcaf- 
fold, he feemed exceedingly terrified at the approach of 
death. The officer taking notice of his agitation, he 
faid, " Ah ! fir, now the fins of my youth crowd upon 
my mind ■ but I hope God will enlighten me, left I 
fleep the fleep of death, and left mine enemies fay, We 
have prevailed." Soon after he faid, " I hope my 
repentance is fincere, and will be accepted, in which 
cafe the blood of Chrift will wafh me from my crimes." . 
He then told the officer he fhould repeat the fong of 
Simeon ; at the conclufion of which the executioner 
might do his duty. He, accordingly, faid, " Lord! now' 
letteft thou thy feryant depart in peace, according, to thy 
word, for mine eyes have feen thy falvation ;" at which 
words his head was fevered at one blow from his body. 
XVI. JOHN KUTNAUR. 

As foon as this gentleman came to the place of exe-* 
cution, a jefuit faid to himj «' Embrace the Roman 
catholic faith, which alone can fave and arm you againft 
the terrors of death." To which he replied, " Your 
fuperftitious faith I abhor, it leads to perdition, and I 
wifh for no other arms againft the terrors of death than 
a good confeience." The jefuit turned away, faying, 
farcaftically, The protcftants are impenetrable rocks. 
You are miftaken, faid Kutnaur, it is Chrift that is the 
rock, and we are firmly fixed upon him. 

As this perfon was not born independent, but had 
acquired a fortune by a mechanical employment, he was 
ordered to be hanged. Juft before he was turned off, 
he faid, " I die, not for having committed any crime, 
but for following the dictates of my confeience, and de- 
fending my country and religion." 

XVII. SIMEON SUSSICKEY. 

This gentleman was father-in-law to Kutnaur, and, 
like him, was ordered to be executed on a gallows. He 
went chearfully to death, and appeared impatient to be 
executed, faying, " Every moment delays me from en- 
tering into the kingdom of Chrifti" 

XVIII. NATHANIEL WODNIANSKEY. 

This gentleman was hanged for having fupported the 
proteflant caufe, and the election of Frederic to the 
crown of Bohemia. At the gallows, the jefuits did all 
in their power to induce him to renounce his faith. 
Finding their endeavours ineffectual, one of them faid. 
If you will not abjure your herefy, -at leaft repent of 
your rebellion ? To which Wodnianfkey replied, '* Yoit 
take away our lives under a pretended charge of re- 
bellion ; and/ not content with that, feek to deftroy 
our fouls: glut yourfelves with blood, and be fatisfied, 
but tamper not with our eonfeiences." 

His own fon then approached the gallows, and faid 
to his father, " Sir, if life fhould be offered to you on 
condition of apoftacy, I intreat you to remember Chrift,. 
and reject fuch pernicious overtures." To this the 
father replied, " It is very acceptable, my fon, to be^ 
exhorted to conftancy by you; butfufpect me not; rather 
endeavour to confirm in their faith your brothers, lifters*. 
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and children, and teach tru.m to imitate that conftancv, 
of which I ll.alUcave^thtm an example." He had no 

receiving; the crown of martyrdom with great forti- 
tude. 

XIX. WENCEGLAUS GISB1TZKEY. 

As this pcrfon, during his whole conhncmcnt, had 
great hopes of life given him, his friends became very 
apprehenlivc for the laiety of his ioul. He, however, 
continued ltcdlaft in his faith, P ra\ed fervently at the 
trallows, and met his fate w ith uncommon -fortitude. 
XX. MARTIN 1-OSTER. 

An unfortunate cripple; the accufations aga'inft whom 
were, being charitable to heretics, and lending money 
to the elector Frederic. I lis great wealth, h6\vever, 
leems to hjve been his principal crime; and that he 
might be plundered of his trcafurcs, he was confequent- 
ly ranked ameiig the martyrs of thofe times. 



ACCOUNT of the General PERSCUTIONS in 
GERMANY. 

TMF.N fcvcral perfecutions in Germany were princi- 
pally occalioncd by the doctrines and miniftry of 
Martin Luther. Indeed, the pope was fo terrified at 
the fuccefs of that courageous reformer, that he deter- 
mined to cngigc the emperor, Charles the Fifth, at any 
rate, in the feheme to attempt their extirpation. 

For this purpofe, '■ ■ ; 

1. He gave the emperor two hundred thoufand crow ns' : 
in ready money. 

2. FIc promifed to maintain twelve thoufand foot, ■ 
and five thoufand horfe, for the (pace of fix months, or ' 
during a campaign. 

3. He allowed the emperor to receive one half of the 
revenues of the clergy of the empire, during the war.' , 

4. He permitted the emperor to pledge the abbey- 
lands for five hundred thoufand crowns, to affift in car- • 
rving on hoftilities againft the proteftants. i 

Prompted and fuppoited thus, the emperor under- 
took the extirpation of the proteftants, againft wriom,; ' 
indued, he was pa; Ho:l irly enraged himfelf; and, fbr ; 
this purpofe, a fcniiidable army was raifed in Germany,! ; 
Spain, and Italy. 

In the mean' time, the protcflant princes formed a' ' 
powerful confederacy, in order to repel the impending : 
blow. A great army w as raifed, and the command gi- 
ven to the elector of Saxony, and the landgrave of 
Hcffc. The imperial forces were commanded by the 
emperor of Germany in perfon, and the eyes of all Eu- 
rope were turned on the event of the war. : 

The armies at length met, and a defperate engagement 
enfued, in which the proteftants were defeated, and the 
elector of Saxony, and landgrave of Hcfle, both taken 
prifoners. This fatal blow was fuccceded by a horrid 
perfecution, the feverities of which were fuch, that 
exile might be deemed a mild fate, and concealment in 
a difmal wood pafs lor happinefs. • In fuch times a cave 
is a palace, wild roots delicacies, and a rock a bed of 
down. 

Such as were taken experienced the moft cruel tor- 
tures that infernal imaginations could invent ; and by 
their conftancy evinced, that a. real chriftiaiv can fur-, 
mount every difficulty, and defpife every danger, to ac- 
quire a crown of martyrdom. 

Henry Voes and John Efch, being apprehended as 
proteftants, were brought to examination :' when Voes, 
anfwering for himfelf and the other, gave the following 
anfwers to ionic qucftions afked by a pricft, who exami- 
ned them by order of the magiftracy. 

Prieft. Were you not both, fome years ago, Auguf- 
rine friars ? 

Voes. Yes. 

Prieft. How came you to quit the bofom of the 
church of Rome? 

Voes. - On account of her abominations. 
Prieft. In what do you believe ? .': 
Voes. In the Old and New Tenement. ■: 
No. 78. 



Prieft. Do you believe in the writings of the fathers, 
and the decrees of tnc councils ? 

Voes. Yes, if they agree with fcripture. 

Prieft. Did not Martin Luther feduce you both ? 

Vces. He feduccd us even in the very fame manner as 
Chrift feduccd the apolUes ; that is, he rhade us fcnfible 
of the frailty of our bodies, and the value of our fouls. 

This examination was deemed fufficient ; they w ere 
both condemned to the flames, and, foon after, fullered 
"with that manly fortitude which becomes chriftians, 
when they rcfign their breath for the truth. 

One Henry Sutphen, an eloquent and pious preacher, 
"was taken out of his bed in the middle of the night, and 
compelled to' walk barefoot a confiderable way, fo that 
his feet were terribly cur. He dented a horfe, but his 
conductors faid, in derifion, A horfe for an heretic ; no, 
no, heretics may go barefoot. When he arrived at the 
place of his deftination, he was condemned to be burnt; 
but, during the execution, many indignities were offer- 
ed him, as thofe who attended, not content with what 
he fuffered in the flames, cut and flafhed him in a man- 
ner the moft terrible. 

Several were murdered at Halle; Middleburg being 
taken by. ftorm, all the proteftants were put to the fword, 
and great numbers were burned at Vienna.- '■ 

Therp was an officer fent to put a minifter to death ; 
\\ ho' pretended, w hen he came to the clergyman's houfc, 
that his intentions we're only to pay him a vifit. The 
•minifter, hot fufpecting the intended cruelty, entertain- 
ed his fuppofqd gueft in a very cordial manner. As 
foon as dinner was over, ' the officer laid to fome of his 
attendants, " Take this clergyman, and hang him:" 
The attendants themfelvcs were fo lh ticked, after the 
civility they had fcen, that they hefitated to perform, 
the commands of their matter; and the minifter faid, 
" Think what a fting will remain on your confcicnc'e, 
for thus violating the- laws of hbfpitality.'' The officer, 
.however, infilled upon being obeyed, and the attendants, 
with reluctance, performed the execrable office of' exe- 
cutioners. ."' " •' - : ; 

A pious divine, of the name of PetcrSpengkr.of the 
town of.Schalct, was thrown into the river, and drovvh- 
,ed. Before he was taken to the banks of the If ream, 
' which was to become ' his; grave, they led hirn to the 
market-place, that his crimes might be proclaimed ; 
which were, not going to mafs, not making "cbnfeflion, 
j H < 1 i] n it 1 n 1 n \fter tl 

remony was over,' he made a moft excellent dijeourfe to 
the people, which, w ith a kind of hymn of a Very edi- 
fying nature, he concluded. 

A proteftant gentleman being ordered to lofe his head 
for not renouncing his religion, went ' chcarfully .-to the 
place of execution. A friar tame to him, and faid thefe 
words in a low tone of voice, " As you have a great re- 
luctance publicly' to abjure your faith, whifper your 
confeffion into my car, and I will abfol've your fins." 
To this the gentleman loudly replied, "Trouble me nor, 
friar, 1 have confelfed my fins to God, and obtained ab- 
folution through the merits of Jefus Chrilt." Then 
turning to the executioner, he faid, " Let me not be pef- 
rered with thefe men, but perform your duty." On 
which at a fingle blow his head was ftruck off. 

John Huglin, and Wolfgang Scuch, two w;orthy mi- 
- nifters, were burned,, as was Leonard Keyfer,' a ftudent 
of the univcrfity of Wcrtcmburgh : and George Car- 
penter, a Bavarian, was hanged for refilling to recant 
protcilantifm. 

The perfecutions in Germany having fubfided many 
years, again broke out in 1630, on account of the war 
between the emperor, and.' t ie king of Sweden, for the 
latter was a proteftant prince, and consequently the pro- 
teftants of Germany cfpoufed his caufe, which greatly 
cxafperated the emperor againfl thofe proteftants. 

The impcrialilts having hii'd fiege'to the town of Paf- 
fewalk, (which was defended by the Swcdes)rook it by 
ftorm, and committed the nVp'lt' horrid cruelties on the 
occafioii. They pulled down the churches, burnt the 
houfes, pillaged the properties, 'maffacred the , mini fters, 
put the garrifon to the Iword, hanged the tow'hfrhcn, ra- 
" vilhed the women, fmothered the children, &c.'&c. 
' 10R ■ ' ' " ' In 
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In the year 163 1, a moft bloody tragedy was trahf- 
adted at Magdeburg. The generals Tilly and Pa'ppen- 
heim, having taken that protettant city by ftorfn, up- 
wards of 20,000 perfons, without difti'nction of rank, 
fejf, or age, were (lain during the carnage, and o,0do 
were drowned in attempting to cfcape over the rivci 
Elbe. After this fury fublided, the remaining inha- 
bitants were flripped naked, feverely fcourged, had theii 
ears cropped, and being yoked together like oxen, wert 
turned adrift. 

The town of Hoxter was taken by the popifh army, 
and all the inhabitants as well as the garrifon were pur 
to the fword ; when the houfes being fet on fire, the bo- 
dies were confumed in the flames. 

At Griphenburg, when the imperial forces prevailed, 
they fhut up the fenators in the fenate-chamber, and, 
furrounding it by lighted ftraw, fuffbeated them. 

Franhendal furrendered upon articles of capitulation, 
yet the inhabitants were as cruelly ufed as at other 
places, and at Heidelburg many were lhut up in prifon 
and ftarved. 

The cruelties ufed by the imperial troops, under 
count. Tilly in Saxony, areas follow : 

1. Half ftrangling, and recovering the perfons again 
repeatedly. 

2. Rolling fharp wheels, over the fingers and toes. 

3. Pinching the thumbs in a vice. 

4. Forcing the moft filthy things down the throat, by 
which many were choaked. 

5. Tying cords round the head fo tight that the blood 
guftied out of the eyes, nofe, ears, and mouth. 

6. Fattening burning matches to the fingers, toes, 
ears, arms, legs, and even tongue. 

7. Putting powder iri the mouth and fetting fire to it, 
by which the head was fhattercd to pieces. 

8. Tying bags of powder to all parts of the body, by 
which the perfon was blown up. 

9. Drawing cords backwards and forwards through 
the flefhy parts. 

10. Making incifions with, bodkins and knives in the 
fkin. 

n. Running wires through the nofe, ears, lips, &c. 

12. Hanging proteftants up by the legs, with their 
heads over a fire, oy* which they were fmokc-dried. » 

13. Hanging up by onearm till it was diflocated. >< 

14. Hanging upon hooks by the ribs. 

1 5. Forcing people to drink till they burft. 
, 16. Baking many in hot ovens. 

17. Fixing weights to the feet, and drawing up fevc- 
ral with pullies. 

Add to thefe, hanging, ftifling, roafting, ftabbing, fry- 
ing, racking, ravifhing, ripping open, breaking the 
bones, rafping off" the flefti, tearing with wild horfes, 
drowning, ftrangling, burning, broiling, crucifying, 
immuring, poifoning, cutting off tongue, nofe, ears, &c. 
fawing off the limb3, hacking to pieces, and drawing by 
the heels through the ftreets. 

Sure thefe enormous cruelties will be a perpetual ftain 
on the memory of count Tilly, who not only permitted, 
but even commanded his troops to put them in practice. 
Wherever he came, the molt horrid barbarities, and 
cruel depredations, enfucd : famine and conflagration 
marked his progrefs ; for he deftroyed all the provifions 
he could not take with him, and burnt all the towns be- 
fore he left them ; fb that the full refult of his conqucfts 
Were murder, poverty, and defoladon. 

They ftripped an aged and pious divine naked, tied 
him on his back upon a table, and fattened a large fierce 
cat upon his belly. They then pricked and tormented 
the cat in fuch « manner, that the creature with rage 
tore his belly open, and gnawed his bowels. 

There was another minifter, and his family, who were 
feized by thefe inhuman monfters ; when they ravifhed 
his wife and daughter before his face, ftuck his infant 
fon upon the point of a lance, and then furrounding him 
with his whole library of books, they fet fire to them, 
and he was confumed in the midft of the Hames. 

In Hefle-Caflel fome of the troops entered an hof- 
pital, in which were principally mad women, when 
ftripping all the poor wretches naked, they made them 



run about the ftreets for their diveiiion, and then pu^ 
them to death. 1 

In Pomcrania, fome of the imperial troops entering 
a fmall town, feized upon all the young women, and 
girls of upwards, of 10 year?, and then pi aan» 'their 
parents in a circle, they ordered them to fing plalms 
while they ravifhed their children, or elfe they fworc 
they would cut them to pieces afterwards. They then 
took all the married women who had young children 
and threatened; if they did not confent to the gratifica- 
tion of their lulls; to burn their children bctbrc rheir 
faces in i. large fire which they had kindled for that 
purpofe. t 

A band of count Tilly's fo'ldiers meeting with a 
company of merchants belonging to Baiil, who were 
returning from the great market of Strafbnrg they at- 
tempted to Airround therh : all efcaped, however,' but 
ten, leaving their properties behind: , The ten who 
were taken begged hard for their lives ; but the foldiers 
murdered them, faying, Yoil mutt die becaufe you are 
heretics, and have got no money. 

The lame foldiers met with two counfeflei, who,' to- 
gether with fome young ladies, the daughters of one of 
them were taking an airing in a landau. The foldiers 
fparcd their lives, but treated them with great indecen- 
cy, and having ftripped them all ftark naked, bade the 
coachman drive on. 

At laft, by means and mediation of Great-Britain, 
peace w as reftored to Germain', and the protellants re- 
mained unmolefted for fevcra! years, till fome new di!" 
turbances broke out in the Palatinate, which were occa- 
fioned in the following manner. 

The great church of the Holy Ghoit, at Heidelburg, 
had, for many years, been fhared equally by the pro- 
teftants and Roman catholics, in this manner : the pro- 
teftants performed divine fervice iri the nave or body of 
the church ; and the Roman catholics eclcbrared maft 
in the choir. Though this had been the cu Horn time 
immemorial, the elector Palatine, at length, took it in- 
to his head not to fulFer it any longer, declaring that as 
Heidelburg was the place of his rcfidcncc, and the 
church of Che Holy Ghoft the cathedral of his orinci- 
pal city, divine fervice ought to be performed only 
according to the rites of the church of which he was a 
•member. He then forbad the proteftants to enter the 
church, and put the papifts inpofleifion of the whole. 

The people thus aggrieved applied to the proteltant 
powers for redrefs, which fo much exafperated the 
elector, that he fupprefied the Heidelburg catcchifm. 
I he protcftant powers, however, unanimoully agreed to 
demand fatisfaction, as the elector, by this conduct, had 
broke an article of the treaty of Weftphalia ; and the 
courts of Great-Britain, Pruffia, Holland, &c. fent 
deputies to the elector, to reprefent the injuflicc of frs 
proceedings, and to threaten, unlefs he changed his be- 
haviour to the proteftants in the Palatinate, rhat they 
would treat their Roman catholic fubjects with the'o-reat- 
eft feverity. Many violent difputcs took place between 
the protcftant powers, and thofe of the elector, and 
thefe were greatly augmented by the following incident: 
the coach of the Dutch minifter ftanding before the 
door of the refident fent by the prince of Heffe, the hoft 
was by chance carrying to a lick perfon ; the coachman 
took not the leaft notice, which thofc who attended the 
hoft obferving, pulled him from his box, and compelled 
him to kneel: this violence to the dom'efiic of a public 
minifter was highly refentcd by all the protcftant depu- 
ties ( and, ftill more to 'heighten thefe differences, the 
proteftants prcfentcd to the deputies three additional 
articles of complaint. 

1. That military executions were ordered againft all 
protcftant (hoe-makers who fhould refufe to contribute 
to the mattes of St. Crifpin. 

2. That the proteftants were forbid to work on popifh 
holidays, even in harveft time, under very heavy penal- 
tics, which occafioned great inconveniences, and'epnfi- 
derably prejudiced public bufinefs. ■ 

r 3- That feveral prbteftant miniilers had been difijof- ■ 
fefledpf their churches, under pretence of their having 
been originally founded, and built by Roman catholic? 

•' • ' At 
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Ac length the proteftant deputies became fo fcrious, 
a3 to intimate to the elector, that force of arms mould 
compel him to do the juftice he denied to their repre- 
femacions. This menace brought him to reafon, as he 
veil knew the impofiibility of carrying on a war againft 
the powerful ftates who threatened him. He, therefore, 
agreed, that the ufe of the body of the church of the 
Holy Ghoft, ftiould be rcftorcd to the proteftants. He 
reftorcd the Heildclburg catechifm, put the proteftant 
minifters again in poflellion of the churches of which 
they had been difpciffcfled. allowed the protcltants to 
work on popifli holidays ; and ordered, that no pcrfon 
lhould be molefted for not kneeling when the hoft paf- 
fed by. 

All thefc things he did through fear ; but to flicw his 
refentmcnt to his proteftant fubjedts, in other circum- 
ftanees where proteftant ftates had no right to interfere, 
he totally abandoned Heidelburg, removing all the 
courts of juftice to Manheim, which was intirely inha- 
bited by Roman catholics. He likewife built a new pa- 
lace there, making it his place of residence ; and, being 
followed by the Roman catholics of Heidelburg, Man- 
heim became a flouriftiing place. 

In the mean time the proteftants of Heidelburg funk 
into poverty, and many of them became fodiftreffed, as 
to quit their native country, and feekan afylum in pro- 
reflant ftates. A great number of thefe coming into 
England, in the time of queen Anne, were cordially re- 
ceived here, and met with a moll: humane afliftance, 
both by public and private donations. 

In 1732, above 30,000 proteftants were, contrary to 
the treaty of Weftphalia, driven from the archbifliopric 
of S'altzburg. They went away in the depth of winter, 
•with fcarce cloaths to cover them, and without provi-. 
fions, not having pcrmiffion to take any thing with them. 
The caufc of thefe poor people not being publicly 
efpoufed by fuch ftates as could obtain them redrefs, 
they emigrated to various proteftant countries, and fet- 
tled in places where they could enjoy the free exercifepf 
their religion, without hurting their confeiecnes, and 
live free from the trammels ot popifli fupcrftition, and 
the chains of papal defpotifm. 



A Circumtlantial Account of the LIFE, SUFFER- 
INGS, and MARTYRDOM, of JOHN HUSS, 
who was BURNT to DEATH at Constance in 
Germany, for maintaining the Doctrines of. Wick- 
liffe, the English Reformist. . 

THIS man was born at Hufienitz, a village in 
Bohemia, about the year 1380. His parents gave 
him the belt education their circumftances would admit : 
and having acquired a tolerable know ledge of the claf- 
fics at a private fchool, he was removed to the univerfity 
of Prague, where he foon .gave ftrong proofs of his 
mental powers, and was remarkable for his diligence 
and application to ftudy. 

Hufs commenced bachelor of divinity in 1408, and 
■was after fucceflivcly chofen paftor of the church of 
Bethlehem, in Prague, and dean and rector of the uni- 
verfity. In thefe ftations he difcharged his duties with 
great fidelity, and became at length fo confpicuous for 
his preaching, (which was in conformity with the doc- 
trines of Wickiiffc) that it was not likely he could long 
efcape the notice of the pope, and his adherents, againlt 
whom he inveighed with no fmall degree of afperity and 

raS VVickliffe the Englith reformift had fo kindled the 
light of reformation, that it began to illumine the dark- 
eft earners of popery and ignorance. His doctrines 
fpread into Bohemia, and were well received by great 
numbers of people, but by none fo particularly as John 
Hufs, and his zealous friend and fellow-martyr, Jerom 
of Prague. 

The archbifliop of Prague, finding the reformists 
daily incrcaling, lffued a decree to fupprefs the farther 
fprcading of WicklifhYs writings : but this had an eftcdt 
quite diucrent to what he expected, for it ftimulated the 



friends of thefe dodtrines to greater zeal, and almoft the 
whole univerfity united in propagating them. 

Hufs had considerable influence in the univerfity, not 
only on account of his learning, eloquence, and exem- 
plary life, but alio on account; of fome valuable privi- 
leges he had obtained from the king in behalf of the Bo- 
hemians in that leminary, by which many Germans had 
been obliged to leave it, and retire tp. Leiptic, who af - 
terwards became, on that account, his raoft inveterate 

Now ftrongly attached to the doflrines of Wick.liffe, 
Hufs violently oppofed the decree of the archbifliop, 
who, however, at length obtained a bull from the pope, 
giving him comrriifiion to prevent the publiftiing of 
Wicklift'e's doctrines in his province. By virtue of this 
bull, the archbifliop condemned the writings of Wick- 
liffe: he alfo proceeded againft four doctors, who had 
not delivered up the copies of that divine, and prohibi- 
ted them, notwithstanding their privileges, to preach to 
any congregation. Dr. Hufs, with fome other members 
of the univerfity, protefted againft: thefe proceedings, 
and entered an appeal from the fencences of the arch- 
bifliop. 

When this affair was made known to the pope, he 
granted a commiflion to Cardinal Colonna, to cite John 
Hufs to appear perfonally at the court of Rome, to an- 
fwer the accusations laid againft him, of preaching both, 
errors and herefies. . Dr. Hufs defired to be excufed from 
a perfonal appearance; and was fo greatly favoured i'n 
Bohemia, that king Wiriceflaus, the queen, the nobility, 
and the univerfity, defired. the pope to difpenfe with 
fuch an appearance ; as alio that he would not fuffer the 
kingdom of Bohemia to lie under the accufation of he- 
refy, but permit them to preach the gofpel with free- 
dom, in their places of wdrftiip. 

Three proctors appenred for Dr. Hufs before cardinal 
Colonna. They endeavoured to excufe his abfence, 
and laid, they were ready to anfwer in his behalf. But 
the cardinal declared Hufs contumacious, and excom- 
municated him accordingly. The proctors appealed to 
the pope, who appointed four cardinals to examine the 
procefs: thefe commiffioners confirmed the tbrmer feh- 
tehce, and extended the excommunication, not only to 
Hufs, but to all His friends and followers. 

Hufs, from this.unjuftfentehce, appealed to a future 
council, but without fuccefs ; and, norwithftandihg fo 
fevere a decree, and an expiillion in confequem e from 
his church in Prague, he retired to HufTcnitz, his native 
place, where he continued to promulgate his new doc- 
trine, both from the pulpit, and with the pen. 
. The letters which he wrote at this time were very nu- 
merous ; and he compiled a treatife, in which he main- 
tained, that reading the books of proteftants could not 
be abfolutely forbidden. He wrote, in defence of Wick- 
lift'e's book on the trinity ; and boldly declared againft 
the vices of the pope, the cardinals, and the clergy of 
thofe corrupt times. He caufed a writing to be fixed 
on the church of Bethlehem, charging the Roman ca- 
tholic clergy with the following. errors : 

1. Of faying that we ought to pay adoration to the 
pope. 

1. That the pricfts can rcrhit the pain and guilt of 
fin. 

3. That every orie rhuft obey his fupcriors, whether 
their commands are jult or unjuft. 

4. That every exconirivunicdtiori, jtift or unjuft, binds 
the excommunicated. 

Befidcs thefe, he wrote many other books, all of which, 
were penned with fuch ftrengrh of argument, as greatly 
to facilitate the fprcading of his dodtrines. 

The perfections againft the proteftants in England 
had been carried dn for fome time, and the raoft cruel 
fcenes were exhibited. They how extended as far as 
Germany artd Bohemia, where Dr. Hufs, and Jerom of 
Prague, were particularly marked out to fuffer death in 
the caufe of religion. 

In the month of November, in the year 1414, a ge- 
neral council was affembled at Conftancc, in Germany, 
in order, as was pretended, for the folc purpofe of de- 
termining 
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trimming a difpurc then depending between three pcr- 
fons who contended for the papacy ; buL l he real motive 
was, to crulh the progrefs of the reformation. 

Now John Hufs was fummoned to aopear at this 
council ; and to encourage him, the emperor ferit him a 
fafe-conuuet, giving him pel-million freely to come to, 
and return liom the council. When Hufs received 
this information, he told the pcrfons -who delivered it, 
'* That he dclired nothing more than to purge himfelf 
publicly of the imputation of herefy ; and that he efteem- 
ed himfelf happy in having fo fair an opportunity of it, 
as at the council to w hich he was fummoned to attend." 

Hufs, about the latter end of November, fee out on 
his journey 10 Conftance, accompanied by two Bohemian 
noblemen, who were among the molt eminent of his 
difciplcs, and who followed him merely through fefpect 
and affection. He caufed fomc placarts, or writings, 
to be fixed upon the gates of the churches of Prague, 
in w hich he declared, that he went to the council to ari- 
fwer all allegations that might be made againft him. 
He alio declared, in all the cities through which he 
paired, that he was going to vindicate himfelf at Con- ; 
llancc, and- invited all his adverfarics to be prefent for . 
this pui'pofe. 

The compliments, and even reverence, which' Hufs 
met .with on his journey, were beyond imagination. 
The ftrcets, .and fometimes the very roads, were lined 

with pedple, whom refpect, rather than curiofity, had . 
brought together. He was ufhered into the towns with 

' great acclamations ; and it may be faid, that he pa'fied 
through Germany in a kind of triumph. He could not 
help cxprclling his furprife at the treatment he re- 
ceived : " 1 thought (faid he) I had been an oiitcaft. I 
now fee my worft friends are in Bohemia." 

When Hufs arrived at Conflance, he immediately 
took lodgings in a remote part of the city. A fnoit 
time after his arrival, came one Stephen Palctz, who. 
was employed by the clergy at Prague to manage tile- 
intended profecution againft him. Paletz was after-,, 
wards joined by Michael de CafTis, on the part of 'the':! 
court of Rome. Thefe two declared themfclvcs his" ac-;| 
cufcrs, and drew up a fet of articles againft him, which' * 

' they pfefeiuc'd to the pope, and the prelates of the; ' 

We have already obferved, that the attendance of . 
Dr. Hufs, at Conltancc, was, by the emperor's own 
requeft, who gave him a fafe-condutf ; notwithftanding 
w hich, according to the maxim of the council, that . 
" Faith is not to be kept with heretics," when it was 
known that he was in the city, he was imrhediately ' 
arretted, and committed prifoner to a chamber in th'c 

P Now this violation of common law and juftice was 
particularly noticed by one of Hufs's friends, w ho urged 
the imperial fafe-conduct ; but the pope replied, he 
never granted any fafc-conduct, nor was he bound by 
that of the emperor. '. 

During Hufs's confinement, the council acted the 
part of inquifitors. They condemned the doctrines of 
Wickliffe, and even ordered his remains to be dug up, 
and burnt to allies ; w hich orders were ftrictly complied 
with. . 

In the interim the nobility of Bohemia and Poland 
ftrongly interceded for Hufs ; and fo far prevailed as to 
prevent his being condemned unheard, which had been 
. rcfolved on by the.commiflioners appointed to try him. 

As, foon as he was brought before the council, the 
articles exhibited, againft him were read : they were up- 
wards of forty in number, and chiefly extracted from 
his writings. . 

His examination being finifhe'd, he was taken from the 
court, and a refolution was formed by the council, to 
bunn him as an heretic if he would not" retract. Hfc 
was then committed to a filthy prifon, where, in the 
day time", he was' fo laden with fetters on his legs, that 
he. could hardly move ; and every night he was (aliened 
byhis hands to a ring againft the walls of the prifon. 

Having continued fome days in this fituation, many 
noblemen of Bohemia interceded in his behalf. They 
drew up a petition for his releafe, which was prcfentcd 



to the count.il bv feveral of the molt difUnguilh'd 
nobles of Bohemia; notwithstanding w hich, to' mai.y 
eiumies had Hufs m that couit, that not the Ic.ill atten- 
tion wa- paid to it, and the wretched andperf cutid 
refoimcr was compelled to bear with the pu.nilhim.nt 
inHicted on h.m by that mercilefs tribunal. 

Some Ihott lime after the petition was prcfentcd, four 
bifhops, and two lords, were lent by the emperor to the 
prifon, in order to pievail on Hufs to make a recantation. 
But he called God to witnefs, with tears in his eyes, that 
he was not confeious of having preached, or written, 
any thing againft the truth of God, or the faith of his 
orthodox church. The deputies then reprefented the 
great wifdom and authority of the council: to. which 
Hufs replied, " Let them fend the meancft perfon of 
that council, who can convince me by arguments from 
the word of God, and 1 will fubmit my judgment to 
him." This chriftian and pious anfwer had no effect, 
becaufe he would not take the authority and learning of 
the council upon trull, without 'the leaft lnadow of an 
argument offered. The deputies, therefore, finding 
they could not make any impreffion on him, departed, 
greatly aftonifhed at the ftrength of his refolution. 

Dr. Hufs was brought on the fourth of July for the 
laft time, before the council. After a long examination 
he was defired -to abjure, -which he refuted without the 
leaft hefitation. i he'bifhop of Lodi then preached a 
bloody perfcctiting fermon, (concerning the deftruccion 
of. heretics) the prologue to his intended punifhment. 
Alter the clofe of the fermon his fate was determined, 
his vindication- difregarded, and judgment was- pro- 
nounced. His books were condemned, and he was de- 
clared a manifeft ••heretic : he was convicted. of having 
taught many heie-fies and' pernicious errors-; of having 
delpifeti the keys of the church and tcclefiaflical cen- 
fures j of having feduced and given fcandal to the faith- 
ful by- his obftinacy, and having 'rail ily appealed to the 
tribunal of Chrift. -The council therctorercerifurcd him 
'for being obltinatc and incorrigible, and . ordained, 
" That he fhou'ld be degraded from, he prieftood, his 
"books publicly-burnt, and himfclt.deliveied to the fet:U- 
lar power." 

This fentence Hufs received without the leaft emo- 
tion, , At the clofe of it -he" kneeled down with his 
eyes liftcd-towards heaven, and, with all the magnani- 
mity of ■ a- primitive martyr, rhus exclaimed: " May 
thy in finite mercy* O my -God ! pardon this injufticeof 
mine enemies. -Thou'knoweft- the injtihice ot my ac- 
cufations: how Reformed w ith crimes. I have been re- 
prefented j. how I have been opprcllcd with worthlcfs 
'yitneflcs, 'and a falfe condemnation ; yet O my God ! 
let that mercy of thine, which no tongue 'c an exprefs, 
prevail with .thee riot to avenge my wron >->.". 

But there excellent' fentcnecs' were' eft'ecmed as fo 
many exprcftidns of trcafon,' qn'd tended to inflame his 
adverfarics. Accordingly, die bifhops appointed by 
"the- council ftripped him of hi : s pVieftly garments, de- 
graded hinyand pur a paper mitre on his head," on which 
wetc painted devils, with this infeription : ** A ring- 
leader of heretics." 

The heroic martyr received ' this. mock mitre with an 
air of unconcern, which feemed 'to give him dignity 
rather than difgracc. A Terenity, nay even a joy ap- 
peared in his looks, which indicated than his foul had 
cut off many fiages of a tedious journey in her way to 
the realms of cvcrlafting peace and happinefs. 

When" the' e'ercmrtny of degradation was over, the 
bifhops delivered Hufs to the emperor, who put htm 
into the hands of the duke of Bavaria. His books 
were burnt at the gates of the church ; and on the 6th 
of July he was led to the fubtfrbs of Conftancc, to be 
burnt alive. 

When he had -reached the place of execution, he fell 
, oirhis knees, fung feveral portions of the Pfahns, look- 
ed ftedfaflly towards heaven, and repeated thefe words : 
" Into thy hands, O Lord ! do" I c'omrhft my fpi- 
rit : thou haft redeemed me, O nioft good and faithful 
' God 1" ' ' 1 - 

As foon as the chain was put about Him a*t the flake, 
he laid, with a fmihng countenance, " My Lord Jei'us 
Chrift 
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Chrift was bound with. a harder chain than this~for mv 
iy one"' iholil<i 1 bc alllamctl of this old ruf- 

Even when the faggots were piled up to his very neck, 
the duke of Bavaria was fo officious as to defire r ni to 
abjure. .«• No, (Paid Hufs) I never preached any dodlrine 
of an evil tendency : and what 1 taught with my lips I 
now feal with my blood." He then faid to the execu- 
tioner, >'\ou are now going to burn a go'ofe, (the name 
of Huls hgnityinggoole in the Bohemian language) but 
in a century you will have a fwan whom you can neither 
roaft nor boil." If he was prophetic, he mud have 
meant Martin Luther, who fhone about an hundred 
years after, and who had a fwan for his arms. 

As foon as the flames were applied to the faggots, 
our martyr fung an hymn, with fo loud and cheanul a 
voice, that he was heard through all the cracklings of 
the combuftibles-, and the noife of the multitude. At 
length his voice was interrupted by the fevcritv of the 
flames, which foon put a period to his life.' 
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A Cimtmjlantial Account of the LIFE; SUFFER- 
INGS, and MARTYRDOM, o/' JEROM or PRA- 
GUE; zvbo ivas BURNT to DEATH at Constance 
Germanv, for maintaining the Doctrines' of 
WicKLii-i'E, the English Reformist. • 

IEROM op PRAGUE, who was the companion of 
Dr. Hufs, arid may be faid to be co-niartyr with 
him, was born at Prague; and educated in that tiniver- 
fity, where he particularly diltinguifhed himfelf for his 
great abilities and learning. . He likewife vifited feveral 
other learned feminaries in Europe, particularly the 
univerlities of Paris, Hcidelburg, Cologn, and Oxford; 
At the latter place he became acquainted with thc wbrks 
of \yickliffe, and being a perfbn of uncommon appli- 
cation he tranilated many, of them into his native lan- 
guage, having, with great pains, made himfelf mafter of 
the Englilh. language; 

Upon his return to Prague he profeffed himfelf an 
open favourer, of Wickliffe, and finding, that ..his doc- 
trines had made a conliderable progrefs in Bohemia, 



and that Hufs was the. principal promoter .of them, 
became an afliltant to him in the great work of 



■for- 



Jerom on the.4th of April, A. D. 141 5, arrived at Con- 
ftance, about three months before the death of Hufs. 
He entered the town privately, , and confuting with 
fome of the leaders of his party, whom he found there, 
was cafily convinced he could not be . of any fervicc to 
his friend. 

Underftanding that his arrival at Conftancc was pub- 
licly known, and that the council intended to feizc him, 
he thought it moft prudent to retire. Accordingly, the 
next day he went to Iberling, an imperial town, about 
a mile from Conftance. From this .place he wrote to 
the emperor, and propofed his rcadinefs to appear be- 
fore the council, if he would give him a fafe conduct ; 
hut this was refufed. He then applied to the council, 
but met with an anfvver no lefs unfavourable, than that 
from the emperor. 

Thus being difappointed, Jcrom caufed papers to be 
put up in all the public places in Conllancc, particu- 
larly on the doors of the cardinals houles, in which he 
pro felled, his. readinefs to appear at Conftance in the de- 
fence of his character and doctrine, both which, he 
Ihid, had been greatly defamed. He alfo declared, 
that if any error fhould be proved againft him, he 
would with .great rcadinefs retract, it; begging only 
that the. faith of the council might be given for his 
fecurity. 

As he received no anfwer to thefc papers, he fet out 
on his return to Bohemia. He had the precaution to 
take with him a certificate, ligncd by feveral of the 
Bohemian nobility then at Conllancc, teftifying that he 
hpd ufed all prudent means in his power to procure an 
raudit. 

However, Jcrom did not cfeape thus. He was feized 
at Hirfaw, by an officer belonging to the duke of Sultf- 
No. 78. 



bach, who though unauthorized fo to act, made little 
dou.bt of obtaining thanks from the council for a fervicc 
10 acceptable. 

.. Now the duke of SultftVach, having Jerom in his 
power; wrote to the council for directions how to pro- 
u -a council, alter ex pre fling their obligations to 

the duke, defired him to fend the prilbner immediately 
to Conf ance. The elector palatine met him on the 
way, and conducted him into the city, himfelf riding on 
norfc-back, with a numerous retinue, who led Jerom in 
fetters by a long chain ; and .immediately, on his arrival 
he was committed to a loathfomc dungeon. 

In the fame manner as Hufs had been treated fo, was 
Jerom, only that he was much longer confined, and 
lnitted from one pnfon to another. At length, bcine 
brought before the council, he defired that he might 
plead his own caufe, and exculpate himfelf: which 
being refufed him, he thus gave vent to his indignation : 

" Wnat barbarity is this? For three hundred and 
forty days have I been confined in a variety of prifons. 
There is not a mifery, there is not a. want, which I have 
not experienced. To my enemies you have allowed the 
fulleft fcopc of accufation : to me, you deny the lcaft 
opportunity of defence. Not an hour will you now in- 
dulge me in preparing for my trial. You have fwal- 
lowed the blackcft calumnies againft me. , You 'have 
reprefentcd me as an heretic, without knowing my doc- 
!-" n i? : i 3S an encm y to thc fahh,, before you knew what 
taithl profeffed : as a pcrfecutor of priefts, before yoii 
could have any opportunity of underftanding my fenti- 
ments on. that head, You arc a general council : in you 
center all this world can communicate of gravitv wif- 
dom, arid farietity: but dill you are men, and men are 
fcducible by appearances. Thc higher your character 
is for wifdom, the greater ought vour care to be, not to 
deviate into folly. The caufe I now plead is not my 
own caufe : it is the caufe of men : it is thc caufe of 
chnltians: it is a caufe, which is to affect the rights 
ot poltcnty; however the experiment is to be made in 
my pqrfon." 

_ No,cffecft however had this fpeech : Jerom was ob- 
liged to hear his charge read, which was reduced under 
five heads as follow : 

1. That he was a derider of thc papal dignity. 

i: An oppofcr of the pope.' 

3. An enemy to the cardinals. 

4. A perfecutor of the prelates. 

5. An hater of thc chriftian religion. 

Jcrom to thefc feveral charges anfwered with an 
•amazing force of elocution, and ftrcngth of argument 
" Now, (faid he) wretch that I am ! whither mail I 
turn me ! To my accufers ? My accufers are as deaf as 
adders. To you, my judges? You are all prepoffeffed 

by the arts of my accufers. 1 ' After this fpeech Jcrom 

was immediately remanded to his prifon. 

Thc atrial of Jcrom was brought on the third day 
after his accufation, and witneffes were examined in. 
fupport of thc Charge. The prifoner was prepared for 
his defence, which appears almoft incredible, when we 
confider he had been three hundred and forty days fhut 
up in loathfome prifons, deprived of day-light, and 
almoft (tarved for want of common neccifaries; But 
his fpirit foarcd above thefedifadvantages, under which 
a man lefs animated would have funk ; nor was he, 
more at a lofs for quotations from fathers and ancient 
authors, than if he had been furnifhed with books of the 
belt quality. 

Such of the aflcmbly as were moft bigottcd were un- 
willing he fhould be heard, knowing what effect, elo- 
quence is apt to have on the minds of the moft preju- 
judiced. At length, however, it was carried by the majo- 
rity, that he fhould have liberty to proceed in his defence, 
which he began in fuch an exalted frfain of moving elo- 
cution, that thc heart of obdurate' zeal was feen to melt, 
and the mind of fupcrftition fecmed to admit a ray of 
conviction. He made an admirable difiiriction between 
evidence as relting upon facts, and as fupportcd by ma- 
lice and calumny. Me laid before thc affembly the 
whole tenor of his life and conduct. He objerved that thc 

10 S grcateft 
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greared and mod holy men had been known to differ in 
points of (peculation, with a view to diftinguifli truth, not 
to keep it concealed. I Ic cxpreffed a noble contempt of 
all his enemies, who would have induced him to retract 
the caufeof virtue and truth. He entered upon an high 
encomium on Hufs; and declared he was ready to fol- 
low him in the glorious track of martyrdom. He then 
touched upon the moft defenfiblc doctrines of Wick- 
lifTc j and concluded with obferving, that it was far 
from his intention to advance any thing againft the ftate 
of the church of God : that it was only againft the 
abufe of the clergy he complained : and that he could 
not help faying, it was certainly impious that the patri- 
mony of the church, which was originally intended for 
the purpofe of charity, and univerfal benevolence, fhould 
be prodituted to the pride of the eye, in feafts, foppifh 
vcftmcnts, and other reproaches to the name and pro- 

Yv'hen the trial was over, Jerom received the fame fen- 
tence, that had been paffed upon his martvred country- 
man. In confcqucncc of this he was, in the ufual ftile 
of popifh affectation, delivered over to the civil power: 
but as he was a layman, he had not to undergo the cere- 
mony of degradation. They had prepared a cap of 
paper painted w ith red devils, which being put upon his 
head, he faid, " Our Lord Jefus Chrifr, when he dif- 
fered death for me a mod mifcrablc finncr, drd wear a 
crown of thorns upon his head; and 1, tor his fake, will 
w ear this cap." 

They allowed him two days in hopes that he would 
recant ; in which time the cardinal of Florence ufed his 
utmoft endeavours to bring him over. But they all 
proved ineffectual : Jerom was refolved Co leal his doc- 
trine with his blood ; and he differed death with the mod . 
diftinguifhed magnanimity. 

While going to the place of execution he fling fcvcral 
hymns ; and when he came to the fpot, which was the 
fame where Hufs had been burnt, he kneeled down, and 
prayed fervently. He embraced the flake with great 
chcarfulncfs and refolution; and when the executioner 
went behind him to fet fire to the faggots, he faid, ' 
" Come here, and kindle ic before my eyes ; for if I ' 
had been afraid of it, I had noc come to this place, : 
having had fo many opportunities of making my 
cfcapc." 

When the fire was kindled, he fung an hymn, but 
was foon interrupted by the names ; and the lad words 
he was heard to fay were, 

Ham: animam in jlammis rffcro, Chrijle, /Hi.' 

" This foul in flames I offer, Chnft, to thee !" 



A Full and Particular Account of the PERSECU- 
TIONS in the NETHERLANDS. 

SEEING that the light of the gofpcl was now fuccefs- 
fully fprcad over the Netherlands, the pope indi- 
gated the emperor to commence a perfecution againft 
the protedants ; when many thoufands fell martyrs to 
fuperftitious malice and barbarous bigotry : among whom 
the following were the moft remarkable. 

One VVendelinuta, a pious protedant widow, was 
apprehended on account of her religion, when fcvcral 
monks, unfuccefsfully, endeavoured to perfuade her to 
recant. As they could not prevail, a Roman catholic 
lady of her acquaintance deftred to be admitted to the 
dungeon in which the was confined, and promifed to 
exert herfelf drenuoufiy towards inducing the prifoncr 
to abjure the reformed religion. When flic was. ad- 
mitted to the dungeon, die did her utmoft to perform 
the tadi die had undertaken ; but finding her endeavours 
ineffectual, die (aid, Dear VVendelinuta, if you will not 
embrace our faith, at lead keep the things which you 
profefs dcret within your own bofofn, and drive to 
prolong your life. To which the widow replied, Ma- 
dam, )ou know not what you fay: for with the heart 
we believe to righteoufnefs, but with the tongue con- 
feffion is made unto falvation. As die pofiiively refufed 
to iccant, her goods were confifcated, and die was con- 
demned to be burnt. At the place of execution a monk 



held a crofs to her, and bade her kifs and wordiip God. 
To which die anfwered, " I woidiip no wooden god, 
but the eternalGod, who is in heaven." She 'was then 
executed, but through the before-mentioned Roman 
catholic lady, the favour was granted, that die diould 
be dranglcd before the faggots were kindled. 

There were two protedant clergymen burnt at Colen ; 
a tradefman of Antwerp, named Nicholas, was tied up 
in a fack, thrown into the river, and drowned ; and 
Pidorius, a learned Itudent, was carried to the market 
of a Dutch village in a fool's coat, and committed to 
the dames. 

A protedant minider was ordered to attend the exe- 
cution of fixteen protedants who received fentenceto be 
beheaded. This gentleman performed the function 
of his office with great propriety, exhorted them to 
repentance, and gave them comfort in the mercies of 
their Redeemer. As foon as the fixteen were beheaded, 
the magidrate cried out to the executioner, " There is 
another llroke remaining yet ; you mud behead the mi- 
nider, he can never die at a better time than with fuch, 
excellent precepts in his mouth, and fuch laudable 
examples before him." He was accordingly beheaded, 
though even many of the Roman catholics themfelves 
reprobated this piece of treacherous and unncccfiary 
barbarifm. ■■■ 

One George Scherter, a minider of Saltzburg, was 
apprehended and committed to prifon for indructing 
his flock in the knowledge of the gofpcl. While he was 
in confinement he wrote a confeflion of his faith ; foon 
after w hich he was condemned, firlt to be beheaded, and 
afterwards to be burnt to adies. In his way to the place 
of execution he faid to the fpedators, " That you may 
know 1 die a true chridian, I will give you a fign." 
This was indeed verified in a mod lingular manner; for 
after his head was cut off, the body lying a fhort fpace 
of time with the belly to the ground, it fuddenly turned 
upon the back, when the right foot eroded over the 
left, as did alio the right arm over the left : and in 
this manner it remained till ic was committed to the 

A learned man in Louviana, named Pcrcival,' was 
murdered in prifon; and Jultus Infparg was beheaded, 
for having Luther's fermons in his poffeffion. 

Giles Tillcman, a cutler of Bruffels, was a man of 
great humanity and piety. Among others he was ap- 
prehended as a protedant, and many endeavours were 
made by the monks to perfuade him to recant. He had 
once, by accident, a fair opportunity of efcaping frorh 
prifon, and being alked w hy he did not avail himfelf of 
it, he replied, " I would not do the keepers fo much 
injury, as they mud have anfwered for my abfence, had 
I got away." When he w : as fentenced to be burnt, he 
fervently thanked God for granting hinvan opportunity, 
by martyrdom, to glorify his name. Perceiving, at the 
place of execution, a great quantity of faggots, he de- 
lired the principal part of them might be given to the 
poor, faying, a ("mall quantity will fudicc to confumc 
me. The executioner offered to ftrangle him before the 
fire was lighted, but he would riot confent; telling him, 
that he defied the flames ; : and, indeed; he gave up the 
ghoft with fuch compofure amidit them, that he hardly 
Itemed fenfiblc of their effects; 

About the years 1543 aiid 1 544. the perfecution was 
carried on throughout all Flanders in a rtoft violent and 
cruel manner. Some Were condemned fo perpetual im- 
prifonment, others to perpetual banidimcnt : but mod 
were put to death either by banging, drowning, itri- 
riiuring, burning, the rack-, or burying alive. 

One'john de Bofcane, a zealous protedant, was appre- 
hended on account of his faith, in the city of Antwerp. 
On his trial he Itcdfadly prodded himfelf to he of the 
reformed religion, whirh occaliotn'-d his immediate con- 
demnation. The hiauidratc, however, wasafiaid to 
put him to death publicly, as he was popular through 
his great gcnciofity, and ahi^ort timverfalty beloved tor 
his inofl-tnfive- life,. 'arid ' exemplary piety. A private 
execution being determined on, an order was given to 
drown him in prifon. The executioner, accordingly, 
put him into a large' tub ; but Bofcane druggling, 
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and getting his head above the water, the executioner 
ftabbed hirh with a dagger in feveial places, till at laft 
his diflblution was completed. 

Another prbteftant, John dc Bui Tons, was, about the 
fame time, fecrctly apprehended, and privately executed 
at Antwerp. The nuriiber of'prdceltants being great in 
that city, and the prifoner much refpecled, the magif- 
trates feand an inlurreclion, and lor that reafon ordered 
him to be beheaded in pril'on. 

Three peiTons were apprehended in Antwerp, A. D. 
1568, named Scoblant, Hues, and Coomans. During 
their confinement they behaved with great fortitude and 
chearfulnefs, confeifing that the hand of God appeared 
in what had befallen them, and bowing down before the 
throne of his providence. In an epiftle to fome worthy 
protcftants, they exprefs thenifclves in the following 
words ■• " Since it is the will of the Almighty that we 
ihould fuffer for his name, and be perfecuted for the fake 
of his gofpel, we pritienfly ibbmit, and are joyful upon 
theoccafion: though the flcfli may rebel againlt the 
fpirir, and hearken to the counfcl of the old ferpent, 
yet the truths of the gofpel fhall prevent fuch advice 
from being taken, and Chrift fhall bruife the ferpent's 
head. Wc are not comfortlefs in confinement, for we 
have faith; we fear not affliction, for we have hope; 
and wc forgive our enemies, for we have charity. Be 
not under apprehenfions for us, we are happy in con- 
finement through the promifes of God, glory in our 
bonds, and exult in being thought u orthy to fuffer for 
the fake of Chrift. We defire not to be releafed, but to 
be blcffed with fortitude ; we afk not liberty, but the 
power of perfe'verahee ; and with for no change in our 
condition, but that which places a crown of martyrdom 
upon our heads." 

Scoblant was firfl brought to his trial j when, per- 
fifting in the profeffion of his faith, he received fentencc 
of death. On his return to prifon, he earneftl^ re- 
queued the gaoler not to permit any friar to come near 
him ; faying, " They can do me no good, but may 
greatly difturb me. 1 hope my falvation is already fcaled 
in heaven, and that the blood of Chrift, in which I 
firmly put my t ruff, hath wafhed me from mine iniqui- 
ties. 1 am now going to throw off this earthly mantle 
of clay, to be clad in robes of eternal glory, by whofe 
celeftial brightnefs I fhall be freed from all errors. I 
hope I may be the laft martyr to papal tyranny, and the 
blood already fpilt found fufficient to quench the thirft 
of popilh cruelty; that the church of Chrift may have 
reft here, as his fcrvants will hereafter." On the day of 
execution he took a pathetic Icavebf his fellow-prifoners. 
At the (take he fervently faid the Lord's Prayer, and fung 
the fortieth Pfalm; then commending his foul to God, 
he uas deftroyed by the flames. 

Some fhort time after, Hues died in prifon; upon 
which occafion Coomans wrote thus to his friends : "I 
am now deprived of my friends and companions ; Scob- 
lant is martyred, and Hues dead, by the vifitation of the 
Lord ; yet f am not alone ; I have' with me the God of 
Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Jacob j he is my comfort, and 
fliall be my reward; Pray unto God to llrcngthen me to 
the end, as I expect every hour to be freed from this 
tenement' of clay." 

This man, on his trial, freely confefTcd himfclf of the 
reformed religion, anfwered with a manly fortitude to 
every charge again* him, and proved the fcriptural part 
of his anfwers from the gofpel. The judge told him 
the 'only alternatives were, recantation or death; and 
concluded, by faying, " Will you die for the faith you 
profits?'" To which Coomans replied, ■" I am not only '■ 
willing to die, but to fuller the moll excruciating tor- ; 
mcnts for it : after which my foul fhall receive it's con- , 
firmation from God himfelf, in the midft.of eternal ; 
glory.'' Being condemned, he went chearfulty to the : 
place of execution, and died w ith chriftian resignation, . 
and manly fortitude. 

Alfa one William Nafflm fell a facrifice to treachery, '■ 
being affaffinarcd in the fifty, fir ft year of his age, by .' 
Baltazur Gerard, a native of FYanche Comte, in the 
province of Burgundy. This murderer, in hopes of a; 
reward here and hereafter, for killing an enemy to the 



king' of Spain, and an enemy to the catholic religion,, 
undertook to deftroy the prince of Orange. Having, 
procured fire-arms, he w atched him as he palled through . 
the great hall of his palace, to dinner, and demanded a 
paffport. The princefs of Orange, obferving that the 
affaffin fpoke with an hollow and confufed voice, afked 
who he was? faying, fhe did not like his countenance. 
The prince anfwered, it was one that demanded a pall- 
port, which he fhould have prefently. 

Nothing farther paffed before dinner, but afterwards, 
on the return of the prince and princefs through the lame 
hall, the affaffin, Handing concealed as much as poffible 
by one of the pillars, fired at the prince, the balls en- 
tering at the left lide,. and paffing through the right, 
wounding in their palfage the ftomach and vital parts. 
On receiving the wounds, the prince only faid, Lord 
have mercy upon my foul, and upon this poor people, 
and then immediately expired. 

General were the lamentations throughout the United 
Provinces, on account of the death of the prince df 
Orange; and the allaflin, who was immediately taken, 
received fentence to be put to death in the moft exem- 
plary manner ; yet fuch was his enthufiafm, or folly, 
that when his flcfh was torn by red-hot pincers, he coolly 
faid, If 1 was at liberty, I would commit i'uch an action 

The'funeral of the prince of Orange was the grandeft 
ever fcen in the Low Countries, and perhaps the forrow 
for his death the moft fincerc, as he leit behind him 
the character he honeftly defcrved, namely, that of being 
Father of his people. 

In fhort, multitudes were murdered in different 
parts of Flanders ; in the city of Valence, in particular, 
fif'ty-feven of the principal inhabitants were butchered 
in one day, for refilling to embrace the Romifh fuper- 
ftition: and great nurnbers w ere fuiFered to ianguifh ih : 
confinement, till they perifhed through the inclemency 
of their prifons. 



A Full and Particular Account of the PERSECU- 
; .. TIONS vi LITHUANIA. 

IN 1648 the perfections in Lithuania began,- and 
were carried on with great tevcrity by the Coffacks 
and Tartars. The cruelty of the Coffacks was filch, 
that even the Tartars, at' laft, grew afhamed of it, 
and refi;ued fome of the intended victims from their 

The following were the chief barbarities exercifed ; 
fkinning alive, cutting off hands, taking out the bowels, 
cutting the flefh open, putting out the eyes, beheading, 
fcalping, cutting officer," boring the fhin bones, pouring 
melted lead into the flcfli, fending to perpetual baniih- 
ment, hanping, (tabbing, fccc. &:c. '." ' 

The Ruffians .taking advantage of the devaftations 
which had been made in the country,, and of it's incapa- 
bility of defence, entered it with a con.fiderable army,, 
and, like a flood, bore down all before them. Every 
thing they met with was an objeel ofdcftruiftion ; they 
razed cities, demolifhed caftles, ruined fortieffes, lacked 
towns, burnt villages, and murdered people. The mi- 
nifters of the gofpel were peculiarly marked out as the 
objects of their difpleafure, though every worthy chrif^ 
tian was liable to the eff'eels of their barbarity. 

Whenever "Li thuania recovered it'felf after one perfe- 
cution, fuccccding enemies again deftroyed it. The 
Swedes, the Prufftans, and the Coiirlanders, carried fire 
and fword through it, and continual calamities, for 
fome years, attended that unhappy, diftridt. It was 
then attacked by the prince off ianfylv'ania, who had 
in his army, cxclufive of 'his own Tranfyl vanians', Hun- 
garians, Moldav ians, Servians, Walach'iahs, &c. Thefe, 
as far as they penetrated, ' wafled che country, deftroyed 
the churches, rifled the- nobility, burnt.the houfes, mur- 
dered thp'fic.k, and enflayed the healthy, 

:A clergyman, who w rote an account "of the misfor- 
tunes of Lithuania, in the feventcon.tH century, fays, 
" In conffd'erafion of thefe extremities^ we cann. t but 
adore the judgment of God poured upon us for our fins, 



93& 



The NEW sihd COMPLETE feOOK oF MARTYRS. 



and deplore our fad condition. Let us hope for a deli- 
verance from his mercy, and wifh for reftitutidn in his 
benevolence. Though we arc brought low, thdugh we 
are Wafted, troubled, arid terrified j yet his companion 
is greater than our calamities, and his goodnefs fuperior 
to our affMions. Our neighbours hate us at prefcnt, as 
much as our more diftant enemies did before : they per- 
feciite the remnant of us ftill remaining, deprive us of 
our few churches left, banifli our preachers,; abufe our 
fchbolmafters, treat us with contempt, and opprefs us 
in the mbft opprobrious manner. In all our afflictions 
the truth of the gofpel flione among us, and gave us 
comfort; and we only wifhed for the grace of J'efus 
Chrift, (not only to' ourfelvcs, but to loftea the. 
hearts of our enemies) and the fympathy.of our fellow 
chriftians," 



A Full and Particular Account of the PERSECU- 
TIONS in POLAND. 

EVERY one knows it hath been the fate of many 
pious people, in all ages of the world, to bear 
the crofs of Chrift, and fuffer pcrfecutions on account 
of their opinions ; for thofe who are born after the rjefh 
have always been enemies to fuch as are born after the 
Spirit: accordingly the protectants . of Poland were 
perfecuted in a dreadful manner. The mihifters in 
particular were treated with the moft unexampled bar- 
barity ; fome having their tongues cut out, becaufe they 
had preached the gofpel truths j others being deprived of 
their fight on account of having read the bible; and 
great numbers were cut to pieces, for not recanting. 
Several private perfons were put to death by various 
methods ; the moft cruel being ufually preferred. 'Wo- 
men were murdered without the lead regard to their 
fcx; and the persecutors even went fo far as to cut off 
the heads of fucking babes, and faften them to the brcafts 
©f their unfortunate mothers ! ! ! 

Npt even the folemnity of the grave exempted the 
bbdies of proteftants from the malice of ' perfecutors ; 
for they facrilegioufly dug up the bodies of many emi- 
nent perfons, and either cut them to pieces, and expofed 
them to be devoured by birds and bcafts, or hurig them 
up in places the moft conlpicuous and public. 

Int his perfecution the city of Lefna particularly fuf- 
fcred; for being befieged and taken, the inhabitants 
were all deft'rbyed. 



A Full and Particular Account of the PERSECU- 
TIONS in CHINA. 

THREE Italian miflionaries, called Roger the Nea- 
politan, Palis of Bologne, and Matthew Ricciof 
Mazerata, in the marquifate of Ancoha, firft eflablifhcd 
ch'riftianity in China. Thefe entered China about the 
'beginning' of. the' fifteenth century, being well circum- 
stanced to perform their important commiffion with fuc- 
cefs, as they had pre vioufly made the Chinefe language 
iheir cbnffarit ftudy. 

The afliduity of thefe three miflionaries in the dif- 
«harge of their duty was very great j but Roger and Pa- 
lis returning to Europe in a few years, the whole labour 
fell upon Ricci, who aimed to eftablilh chriftianity with 
a degree of zeal that was indefatigable. 

This man, though much difpofed to indulge his con- 
verts as far as poffible, rnade great hclitation at their 
ceremonies, which fecmed to amount to idolatry. At 
length after eighteen years coniideration, he began to 
ifpftcn his opinion, and tolera;ed all the parts of thofc 
cuftoms which were ordered by the laws of the empire, 
but ftri&ly enjoined his Chinefe chriftians to omit the 

Such was the condition of chriftianity in China, when 
the chriftian church eltablifWd there was governed only 
by Ricci, who,' by his 'moderation, made innumerable 
"converts. In 1630, however, this tranquillity was dif- 
turbed by the arrival of fome new miflionaries: thefe 
being unacquainted with the Chinefe cuftoms, manners, 



arid iinguage, and with the arguments on which Ricci's 
toleration^ was founded,' were aftonifhed when ' they 
faw chriftian converts proftrat.e before Confucius and the 
tables of" tHcir anceftbrs,-' ahd accordingly condemned 
the cuftom. 

Now a warrti coritirbverfy enfued between. Ricci, fe- 
conded by his converts, and the new mifiionaries; and 
the latter wrote an account of the whole affair to the 
pope, and the fociety for the propagation of the chrif- 
tian faith. The fociety fobn pronounced, that the cere- 
monies were idolatrous and intolerable, and the pope; 
confirmed the fentence. In this both the fociety and the 
pope were excufable, as the matter had been mifrepre- 
fentcd to them 1 for the enemies of Ricci had affirmed, 
the halls, in which the ceremonies were' performed, tol 
be temples, and the ceremonies themfelves the facrifices' 
of idolatry. 

The above-mentioned fentence was fent over to China, 
but treated with contempt, and matters remained as 
they were for fome time. At length, a tfue reprefen- 
tation of the matter was fent over, fetting forth, that 
the Chinefe cuftoms and ceremonies alluded to !werq 
entirely free from idolatry, being merely political, and 
tending only to the peace and welfare of the empire* 
The pope, finding that he had made himfclf ridicu- 
lous, by confirming an abfurd fentence upon a falfe re- 
port, wanted to get rid of the affair, and therefore 
referred the rcprcfentation to the inquifition, which 
tevcrfed the fentence immediately, at the private dcfirC 
of the pope, as may be naturally conjectured. 

However the chriftian church, for all thefe divifion's* 
flourifhed in China till the death of the firft Tartar em- 
peror, whole, fucceffor was a minor. . During this mi- 
nority -'of "the young emperor Cang-hi, the regents and 
nobles confpired to extirpate the chriftian religion. 
The execution of this defign was begun with expedition, 
and carried on with fevcrity, fo that every chriftian 
teacher in China, as well as. thofe who profeffed the faith, 
were iUuck with amazement. John Adam Schall, a 
German ecclefiaftic, and one of the principals of tho 
miflion, was thrown into a dungeon in the year 1664, 
but narrowly 'cfcaped with his life, being then in the; 
fev.enty-fourth year of his age. 

In 1665, the enfuing year, ' the'minifters of ftate pub- 
jiclyand unanim'oufly rcfolved, and made a decree as 
follows: 

■ 1. That the chriftian doctrines were falfe. 

. a. That they were' dangerous to the intercft of the 

empire. 

.3. That they, mould not be pradtifed under pain of 
death. . ........ • 

A moft furious and general.pcrfccution was therefultof 
the publication of this decree, 'in which fome were put 
to . death, many were ruined, and all were, in fome 
manner, oppreffed. This decree was general, and the 
perfecution Uhiverfal accordingly throughout the em r 
pire; for, previous to this, the chriftians had been 
partially perfecuted at different times, and in different 
provinces. 

In four years after, viz. 1669, tjhe young emperor 
was declared of age, and took the reins of government 
upon hinifelf, when by his order the perfecution imme- 
diately 'Ceafed. 



A Full and Particular Account of the PERSECU- 
: TlOiNS./// JAPAN. 

CHRISTIANITY was firft introduced into the ido- 
latrous empire of Japan, by fome Portuguefe 
mifiionaries in of about the year of our Lord 1552, and 
their endeavours m making converts to the light of" the 
gofpel met' with a degree ot fuccefs equal to their moft 
•fanguinc dciires. 

Thistiood fortune continued till the year 1616, when 
the mifiionaries being acetd'ed of having concerned 
themfelves in politics, and formed a plan to fubvert the 
government, and dethrone the empe ror, great jcaloufics 
fubfifled till 1623, when the rotii t commenced a dreadful 
perfecution ajjainlt both foreign and native chriftians. 
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Such was the rage of this pcrfecntion, that, during the 
firft four years, no lefs than 20,570 chriftians were maf- 
facred. The public proteffion of chriftianity was pro- 
hibited under pain of death, and the churches were ihut 
up by an cxprcis order. 

Several who were informed againft, as privatelv pro- 
feffing chriftianity, flittered martyrdom with great hc- 
roifm. The perfecution continued many years, when 
the remnant of the innumerable chriltians, with which 
Japan abounded, to the number of 37,000 fouls, retired 
ro the town and cattle of Siniabara, in the illand of 
Xrnio, w here they determined to make a Hand, to con- 
tinue in their faith, and to defend theinfclvcs to the very 
laft extremity of all. 

Hereupon the Japanefc army purfued the chriflians, 
and laid liege to the place. The chriflians defended 
thcmfelves with great bravery, and held out againft the 
befiegcrs for the fpacs of three months, but were at 
length compelled to furrendcr, when men, women, and 
children, were indifcriminately murdered ; and chrifli- 
anity, in their martyrdoms, entirely extirpated from Ja- 
pan. 

It was on the 12th of April, 163 S, that this event 
took place, fince which period no chriflians but ihc 
Dutch are allowed to land in the" empire, and ever, they 
are obliged to conduct thcmfelves with the greateft pre- 
caution, and to carry on their commerce with the 
utmoft circumfpection and care. 



SUMMARY of the PERSECUTIONS and OPPRES- 
SIONS againft the CHRISTIANS in ABYSSINIA, 
or ETHIOPIA. 

ABOUT the conclufion of the fifteenth century, 
and foon after the difcovcry of the Cape of Good 
Hope, Tome Portugucfc mifTionaries made a voyage to 
Abyffinia, and were indefatigable in propagating the 
Roman catholic doctrine among the Abytlmians, who 
profeflcd chriftianity before the arrival of the mif- 

Now the priefts, employed in this million, gained fuch 
influence at court, that the emperor confentcd to abo- 
lifh the cftablifhed rites of the Ethiopian church, and 
. j-^it thofe of Rome. He foon after 'contented to re- 
a patriarch from Rome, and to acknowledge the 



the people who profelfed the primitive chriftianity, 
firft eftabliflied in Abyffinia, oppofed thefe innovatic..., 
and took up arms againft the emperor. Thus, by the 
artifices of the court of Rome, and it's emiflanes, a 
mod furious civil war was begun, and the whole empire- 
thrown into commotion. This war was carried on 
through feveral reigns, it's continuance being above 100 
years, and the court conftantly Tiding with the Roman 
catholics, the primitive chriftians of Abyffinia were fc- 
verely perfecuted, and multitudes periftied by the molt 
inhuman methods. 



SUMMARY of the PERSECUTIONS and OPPRES- 
SIONS againft the CHRISTIANS in TURKEY. 

THE great impoftor, Mahomet, in the infancy of his 
new religion, tolerated chriftianity through a po- 
litical motive, as be was fallible, - that everrin thofe ear- 
ly times it had feveral powerful efpoufers among the 
princes, who were his cotemporaries. As a proof that 
this was his fole view, as foon as he found his doctrine 
was eftabliflied on a more permanent fituation, he alter- 
ed his forbearance to a fyftcm.of .the moft rigid and bar- 
barous perfecution ; which diabolical plan he has parti- 
cularly recommended to his mifguided followers, in 
that part of. his Alcoran, intituled, The Chapter of the 
Sword ; and as proofs of the blind zeal his followers 
have adopted from his infernal tenets, the many bloody 
battles of the Turks with the whole of the profeffors of 
Chrift's gofpcl, and their cruel maflacrcs of them at va- 
rious periods, fuflieicntly evince. 



In the year 1453, Conftantine was beficged in Con- 
fiantinople, by Mahomet the Second, with an army of 
iOO.ooo men, when, after a blooch lirre of about fix • 
weeks, on the 29th of May, 1453, ',t fell into the hands 
of the infidels, after being an imperial chriftian city for 
fome centuries; and the Turks have, to this day, re- 
tained poffcluon of it, as well as of the adjoining fu- 
buri) of Pcra. 

The Turks, on entering Conftantinoplc, exercifed on 
the wretched chriftians the moft unremitting baibaritv, 
defiroving them by every method the moft nellilh cruel- 
ty could invent, or the 'moft unfeeling heart practifc : 
fome they mailed alive on fpirs ; others they flayed 
alive, and in that horrid manner left to expire with hun- 
ger: many were fa wed afunder, and others torn to 
pieces bv horfes. For full three days and nights the 
Turks were Itriving to c.v c.-d each other in the exercife 
of their fliockm.' carnage, and lavage barbarity; mur- 
dering, without diftinction ofage or fex, all they mer, 
and brutifhlv violating the chalt'ity of women, of every 
age and distinction. 

About the year 1529, Solyman the Eirft retook Buda 
from the chriitiansj and (he wed the moft horrible perfe- 
ction of the inhabitants; fome had their eyes torn our, 
others their hands, cars, and nefes cut off, and the 
children their privities, the virgins were deflowered, the 
matrons had their brcafis cut c flj and fuch. that were 
pregnant had their wombs ripped open, and their un- 
born babes thrown into the flames. Not content with 
this, he repeated thefe horrid examples all the way on 
his march to Vienna, which he ineffectually befieged, 
during which, this diabolical barbarian, having made a 
b;>dy of ehi illians prifoners, he Cent three of them into 
the city to relate the great ftrength of his army, and 
the reft he ordered to be torn limb from limb by wild 
horfes in fight of their chrillian brethren, who could 
only lament by their cries and tears the dreadful fate of 
thefe poor fuifercrs. 

The tender children were frequently in fight ot 
their wretched parents torn to pieces by beafts, others 
dragged at horfes heels, fome famifhed with hunger, 
and others buried up to their necks in earth, and in that 
manner left to perifii. In fhort, were we to relate the 
innumerable maffacres and deplorable tragedies acted by 
the infidels, the particulars would at Jeaft make a vo- 
lume of themfelves, and from their horrid fimilarity be 
not only fhocking, but dilgufting to any reader of feh- 
fibility. 



T'HE Inhabitants of Georgia are chriftians, and being 
very handfome people, the Turks and Perfians per- 
fecute them by the moft cruel mode of taxation ever in- 
vented, viz. in lieu of money, they compel them to 
deliver up their children for the following motives, viz. 

The females to incrcafe the number of concubines in 
the feraglios : to fcrve as maids of honour to fultanas, 
the ladies of balhaws, &c. and to be Ibid to merchants 
of different nations, by whom the price is proportioned 
to the beauty of the purchafed fair one. 

The males arc uled as mutes and eunuchs in the fera- 
glio, as clerks in th" offices of ftatc, and as foldiers in 

To the weft of Georgia is Mingrelia, a country like- 
wife inhabited by chriftians, who are perfecuted and 
opprcflcd in the fame manner as the Georgians by the 
Turks and Perlians, their children being extorted from 
them, or they murdered for refilling to confent to the 
fale. 



The feveral PERSECUTIONS and OPPRESSIONS 
in the STATES of BARBARY. 

THE chriftians are treated in Algiers with particular 
feverity; as "the Algerines are fome of the moft 
perfidious, as well as the mod cruel of all the inhabitants 
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Such was the rage of this perfecution, that, during the 
firft four years, no lefs than 20,570 chriftians were maf- 
facred. The public profeflion of chriftianity was pro- 
hibited under pain of death, and the churches were ihuc 
up by an cxprefs order. 

Several who were informed .againft, as privately pro- 
feffing chriftianity, futfered martyrdom with great he- 
roifm. The perfecution continued many years, when 
the remnant of the innumerable chriftians, with which 
Japan abounded, to the number of 37,000 fouls, retired 
to the town and caflle of Siniabara, in the illand of 
Xthio, w here they determined to make a (land, to con- 
tinue in their faith, and to defend themfelves to the very 
laft extremity of all. 

Hereupon the Japanefc army purfued the chriftians, 
and laid liege to the place. The chriftians defended 
themfelves with great bravery, and held out againft the 
befiegcrs for the fpacs of three months, but were at 
length compelled to llirrender, when men, women, and 
children, were indifcriminatcly murdered ; and chrifti- 
anity, in their martyrdoms, entirely extirpated from Ja- 
pan. 

It was on the 12th of April, 163 S, that this event 
took place, fince which period no chriftians but the 
Dutch are allowed to land in the empire, and ever, they 
are obliged to conduct themfelves with the greatcft pre- 
caution, and to carry on their commerce with the 
utmolt circumfpection and care. 



SUMMARY of the PERSECUTIONS and OPPRES- 
SIONS againft the CHRISTIANS hi ABYSSINIA, 
or ETHIOPIA. 

A BOUT the conclufion of the fifteenth century, 
X\ and foon after the difcovcry of the Cape of Good 
Hope, fome Portugiiefc miflionaries made a voyage to 
Abyifinia, and were indefatigable in propagating the 
Roman catholic doctrine among the Abyllinians, who 
profeffed chriftianity before the arrival of the mif- 
fionaries. . 

Now the priefts, employed in this million, gained fuch 
influence at court, that the emperor confentcd to abo- 
lifh the cftablifhed rites of "the Ethiopian church, and 
to admit thofe of Rome. He foon after contented to re- 
ceive a patriarch from Rome, and to acknowledge the 
pope's fupremacy. 

Several of the moft powerful lords, and a majority of 
the people who profeffed the primitive chriftianity, as 
firft eftablifhed in Abyifinia, oppofed thefe innovations, 
and took up arms againft the emperor. Thus, by the 
artifices of the court of Rome, and it's emiffaries, a 
moft furious-civil war was begun, and the whole empire 
thrown into commotion. This war was carried on 
through feveral reigns, it's continuance being above 100 
years, and the court conftantly fiding with the Roman 
catholics, the primitive chriftians of Abyifinia were fc- 
verely perfecuted, and multitudes perifhed by the moft 
inhuman methods. 



SUMMARY of the PERSECUTIONS and OPPRES- 
SIONS againft the CHRISTIANS in TURKEY. 

THE great impoftor, Mahomet, in the infancy of his 
new religion, tolerated chriftianity through a po- 
litical motive, as he was fenfiblc. that even- in thofe ear- 
ly times it had feveral powerful efpoufers among the 
princes, who were his cotemporaries. As a proof that 
this was his fole view, as foon as he found his doctrine 
was cftablifhed on a more permanent fituation, he alter- 
ed his forbearance to a fyftem.of .the moft rigid and bar- 
barous perfecution ; which diabolical plan he has parti- 
cularly recommended to his mifguided followers, in 
that part of. his Alcoran, intituled, The Chapter of the 
Sw:ord ; and as proofs of the blind zeal his followers 
have adopted from his infernal tenets, the many bloody 
battles of the Turks with the whole of the profeffors of 
Chrift's gofpcl, and their cruel maffacres of thetn at va- 
rious periods, fufficicntly evince. 
No. 79. 



In the year 1453, Conftantine was beficged in Con- 
ftantinople, by Mahomet the Second, with an army of 
300,000 men, when, after a bloody'iifgc of about fix • 
weeks, on the 29th of May, 1453, it fell into the hands 
of the infidels, after being an imperial chriftian city for 
fome centuries ; and the Turks have, to this day, re- 
tained pofleflion of it, as well as of the adjoining fu- 
burbofPera. 

The Turks, on entering Confbntinople, exercifed on 
the wretched chriftians the moft unremitting baibariry, 
deftroving them by every method the moftnellilh cruel- 
ty could invent, or the moft unfeeling heart practifc : 
fome they roaltcd alive on fpits ; others they Hayed 
alive, and in that horrid manner left to expire with hun- 
ger: many were fa wed afunder, and others torn to 
pieces by horfes. For full three days and nights the 
Turks were itriving to c.v cvd each other in the cxer.cife 
of- their fhockuv carnage, an J. favagc barbarity; mur- 
dering, without diftinction of age or fex, all they met, 
and brutifhly violating the chatlity 0!' women, of every 
age and diftinetion. 

About the year 1 529, Solyman the Firft retook Buda 
from the chriftians; and fhewed the moft horrible perfe- 
cution of the inhabitants ; fome had their eyes turn out, 
others their hands, cars, and nofes cut off, and the 
children their privities, the virgins were defiowercd, the 
matrons had their breads cut c-ff, and fuch. that were 
pregnant had their wombs ripped open, and their un- 
born babes thrown into the flames. Not content with 
this, he repeated thefe horrid examples all the way on 
his march to Vienna, which lie ineffectually befieged, 
during which, this diabolical barbarian, having made a 
body of chriftians prifoncrs, he lent three of them into 
the city to relate the great flrengch of his army, and 
the reft he ordered to be torn limb from limb by wild 
horfes in fight of their chrilliati brethren, who could 
only lament by their cries and tears the dreadful fate of 
thefe poor fuffercrs. 

The tender children were frequently in fight ot. 
their wretched parents torn to pieces by beafts, others 
dragged at horfes heels, fome famiihed with hunger, 
and others buried up to their necks in earth, and in that 
manner left to perifh. In fhort, were we to relate the 
innumerable maffacres and deplorable tragedies acted by 
the infidels, the particulars would at Jeaft make a vd- 
lumeof themfelves, and from their horrid fimilarity be 
not only fhocking, but difgufting to any reader of fen- 
Ability. 



The feveral PERSECUTIONS and OPPRESSIONS in 
GEORGIA and MINGRELIA. 

HPHE Inhabitants of Georgia are chriftians, and being 
very hand fome people, "the Turks and Perfians per- 
fecute them by the moft cruel mode of taxation ever in- 
vented, viz. in lieu of mbney, they compel them to 
deliver up their children for the following motives, viz. 

The females to incrcafe the number of concubines in 
the feraglios ; to ferve as maids of honour to fultanas, 
the ladies of bafhaws, &c. and to be fold to merchants 
of different nations, by whom the price is proportioned 
to the beauty of the purchafed fair one. 

The males are ufed as mutes and eunuchs in the fera- 
glio, as clerks in th» offices of ftate, and as foldiers in 
the army. 

To the weft of Georgia is Mingrclia, a country like- 
wife inhabited by chriftians, who are perfecuted and 
oppreffed in the fame manner as the Georgians by the 
Turks and Perlians, their children being extorted from 
them, or thev murdered for refuling to confent to the 
fale. 



The feveral PERSECUTIONS and OPPRESSIONS 
in the STATES of BARBARY. 

THE chriftians_are treated in Algiers with particular 
feverity; as^he Algeiines are fome of the moft 
perfidious, as well as the moft cruel of all the inhabitants 
10 T of 



93$ 



The NEW and COMPLETE BOOK, of MARTYRS. 



ofBarbary. By paying a moft exorbitant fine,' fotne 
chriltians arc allowed the title of Free Chriftians ; and 
.thefe are permitted to drefs in the fafhion of their re- 
fpective countries, but the chriftian flaves^are obliged to 
wear a coarfe grey fuit, and a feaman's.cap. 

The following are the various punifhments among the 
Algerines. 

,i. If they join any of the natives in open rebellion, 
they are ftrangled with a bow-ftring, or hanged on an 
iron ' hook. 

2. If they fpeak againft Mahomet, they mult either 
turn Mahometans, or be impaled alive. 

3. If they turn chriftians again, after having changed 
to the Mahometan perfuafion, they are roafted alive, or 
thrown from (he city walls, and caught upon large (harp 
hooks, where they hang in a miferable manner feveral 
days, and expire in the -moft exquifitc tortures. 

4. If they kill a Turk, they are burnt. 

5. If ever they attempt to efcape from flavery, and 
arc re-taken, they fuffer death in the following manner, 
which is equally fingular and brutal : the criminal is 
hung naked on a high gallows, by two hooks, the one 
fattened quite through the palm of one hand, and the 
other through the fole of the oppofite foot, where he is 
left till death relieves him from his cruel fufferings. 

The feveral other punifhments, for trifling crimes 
committed by the chriltians, are left to the difcrction of 
the refpective judges, who being ufually of malicious and 
vindictive difpofitions, decree tortures the moft inhu- 
man. 

At Tunis, if a chriftian (lave is caught in attempting 
to efcape, his limbs are all broken ; and if he murders 
his mafter, he is fattened to the tail of a horfe, and 
dragged about the ftreets till he expires. 

Fez and Morocco conjointly form an empire, and are 
together the moft confiderable of the Barbary Itates. In 
this empire chriftian fl.ives are treated with the greateft 
cruelty : the rich have exorbitant ranfoms fixed upon 
them; the poor are hard worked, and half ftarved, and 
fbmetimcs murdered by the emperor, or their mailers, 
for mere divcrlion. 



Cur/ory VIEW of the PERSECUTIONS in SPANISH 
AMERICA. 

T^HE fanguine tenets of the Roman catholic perfua- 
fion, and the cruel difpofition of the votaries of 
that church, cannot be more amply difplayed, or truly 
depicted, than by giving an authentic and fimple narra- 
tive of the horrid barbarities exercifed by the Spaniards 
on the innocent and unoffending natives of America. 
Indeed, the barbarities were fuch, that they would fcarce 
fcem credible from their enormity, and the victims fo 
many, that they would ftartle' belief by their numbers, 
if the facts were not indifputably afcertained, and the 
circumftances admitted by their own writers, fome of 
whom have even gloried in their inhumanity, and, as 
Roman catholics, deemed thofe atrocious actions merito- 
rious, which would make a proteftant fhudder in reciting. 

In 1492, the Weft-Indies, and the valt continent of 
America, were dilcovered by that celebrated navigator 
Chriflopher Columbus. This diftinguifhed commander 
landed firft in the large Ifland of St. Domingo, or Hif- 
paniola, which was at that time exceedingly populous ; 
but this population was of very little confcquencc, the 



inoffenfive inhabitants being murdered by multitudes, as 
foon as the Spaniards gained a permanent footing in the 
ifland. Blind fuperftition, bloody bigotry, and craving 
avarice, rendered that, in the courfe of years, a difmal 
defart, which, at the arrival of the Spaniards, fecmed to 
appear as an earthly paradife ; fo that at prefent there is 
fcarce remaining a remnant of the ancient natives. 

The natives of Guatemala, a country of America, 
were ufed with great barbarity. They were formerly 
active and valiant, but from ill-ufage and oppreflion 
grew flothful, aiid fo difpirited, that they not only trem- 
bled at the fight of fire arms, but even at the very looks 
of a Spaniard. Some were fo plunged into difpair, that , 
after returning home from labouring hard for their cruel 
tafk-mafters, and receiving only contemptuous lan- 
guage and ftripes for their pains, they have funk down in 
their cabins, with a full refolution to prefer death to fuch. 
flavery; and, in the bkternefs of their anguifh, having 
refilled all luftenance, thus expired. 

The vindictive and mcrcilefs Spaniards by repeated 
barbarities, and the moft execrable cruelties, not only 
depopulated Hifp^niola, Porto-Rico, Cuba, Jamaica, 
and the Bahama illands, but in the fpace of 40 years, 
deftroved above 12,000,000 of fouls upon the continent 
of America. 

Not only innumerable were the cruel methods by which 
they maffacred and butchered the poor natives, but like- 
wile of the moft diabolical nature. 

Thus the Spaniards (tripped a large and very populous 
town of all it's inhabitants, whom they drove to the 
mines, leaving all the children behind them, without 
the lead idea of providing for their fubfiftence, by which 
inhuman proceeding fix thoufand helplefs infants pe- 
rifhed for want. 

As fpon as the people of any town had the reputation 
of being rich, an order was immediately fent, that every 
perfon in it fhould turn Roman catholics s if this was 
not directly complied with, the town wasinftantly plun- 
dered, and the inhabitants murdered ; and if it was 
complied with, a pretence was foon after made to ftrip 
the inhabitants of their treafure. 

One of the Spanifh governors having feized upon a 
very worthy and amiable Indian prince, in order to 
extort from him where his treafures were concealed, 
caufed his feet to be burnt till the marrow dropped from 
his bones, and he expired through the extremity of the 
torments he underwent. 

During the interval, i. e. between the years 1514 and . 
1522, the governor of Terra Firma put to death, and 
deftroyed, 800,000 of the inhabitants of that country. 

AKo between the years 1 523 .and 1 533, five hundred 
thoufand natives of Nicaragua were tranfported to Peru, 
where they all perifhed by incefiant labour in the mines. 

During the fpace of twelve years, from the firft landing 
of Cortez on the continent of America, to the entire 
reduction of the populous empire of Mexico, the amaz- 
ing number of 4,000,000 of Mexicans perifhed, through, 
the unparallelled barbarity of the Spaniards. To come 
to particulars, the city of Cholula confifted of 30,000 
houfes, by which it's great population may be imagined. 
The Spaniards feized on all the inhabitants, who refil- 
ling to turn Roman catholics, as they did not know the 
meaning of the religion they were ordered to embrace, 
the Spaniards put them all to death, cutting to pieces 
the lower fort of people, and burning thofe of diftinc- 
I tion. 



CHAP. V. 

Containing a Copious ACCOUNT of the Several PERSECUTIONS and OPPRESSIONS in GREAT-BRITAIN and 
IRELAND. 

GILDAS, the moft ancient Britifh writer extant, the Saxons, on their arrival, being heathens like the 
who lived about the time that the Saxons left this Picts and Scots, deftroyed the churches and murdered 
ifland, has drawn a moft mocking inftancc of the barba- the clergy wherever they came : but they could not de- 
rity of thofe peopte. This author informs us, that ftrov chriftianity, for thofe who would not fubmit to 
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the Saxon yoke, went and refided beyond the Severn. I 
Neither have we the names of thofe chriftian fufferers | 
tranfmitted to us, efpecially thofe of the clergy. I 
The maflac re of the riionks of Bangor, A. D. 586, 1 
was the moft dreadful inftance of barbarity under the 
Saxon government. Thefe monks were in all refpeits 
different from thofe men who bear the fame name at 
prcfent. 

The Danes, a roving crew of barbarians, landed in 
different pares of Britain, both in England and Scotland, 
in the 8th century. 

They were at lirft repulfed, but in A. D. 857, a party 
of them landed fomewhere near Southampton, and not 
only robbed the people, but murdered the clergy, and 
burnt down the churches. 

Thefe barbarians penetrated into the center of Eng- 
land, and took up their quarters at Nottingnam in 868 ; ■ 
but the Englifli, under their king Ethelfrid, drove them 
from thofe ports, and obliged them to retire to Nor- 
thumberland. 

About 870, another body of thefe barbarians landed in 
Norfolk, and engaged in battle with the Englifti at 
Hertford. Victory declared in favour of the pagans, 
who took Edmund, king of the Eaft Angles, prifoner, 
and after treating him with a thoufand indignicies, trans- 
fixed his body with arrows, and then beheaded him. 

They burnt many of the churches, and among the 
reft that bthonging to the Culdees, at St. Andrew's in 
Fifelhire, in Stoiland. The piety of thefe men made 
- them' objects of abhorrence to the Danes, w ho, where- 
ever they went, finglcd out the chriftian priefts for de- 
struction, of whom no lefs than 200 were maffacred in 
Scotland. 

Thus it was in that part of Ireland now called Lein- 
fter; there the Danes murdered and burnt the priefts 
alive in their own churches j they carried dcrtrucl.ion 
along with them w herever they went, fparing neither 
age nor fex, but the clergy were the moft obnoxious to 
them, bccnife they ridiculed their idolatry, and perftiaded 
their people to have nothing to do with them. 

About the reign of Edward III. the church of Eng- 
land was extremely corrupted with errors and fuperlti- 
tion ; and the light of the gofpel of Chrift was greatly 
eclipfed and darkened with human inventions, burthen- 
fome ceremonies, and grofs idolatry. 

All the followers of Wickliffe, then called Lollards, 
were become extremely numerous, and the clergy were 
vexed to fee them increafe. Whatever power of influence 
they might have to moleft them in an underhand man- 
ner, they had no authority by law to put them to death. 
However, the clergy embraced the favourable opportu- 
nity, and prevailed upon the king to fuffer a bill to be 
brought into parliament, by which all Lollards who re- 
mained obftinate, (hould be delivered over to the civil 
power, and burnt as heretics. This adt was the firft in 
this ifland for the burning of people for their religious 
fentiments ; it palled in the year 1401, and was foon 
after put into execution. 

William Santree orSawtrec, was the firfl perfon who 
fuftered in confequence of this cruel adt ; he was a pricft, 
and was burnt to death in Smithfield. 

A ftiort time after this, lord Cobham, in confequence 
of his attachment to the dodrines of Wickliffe, was ac- 
cufed of hcrefy, and being condemned to be hanged and 
burnt, was accordingly executed' in Lincoln's-Inn- 
Ticlds, A. D. 14 <9- 

Thomas Badley, a taylor, and a layman, was the next 
man who fuffercd under this bloody ftatute ; and a letter 
having been tendered to him, which he refufed, he was 
declared art obftinate heretic, and tied to the ftake in 
Smiihficld; where he was burnt alive, rejoicing in the 
Lord his God. 

William Thorpe was the next perfon we read of who 
was tried upon this abominable ftatute ; he was a man of 
fame knowledge, who adhered to all the doctrines taught 
by Wickliffe. He was brought many times -before 
archbilhop Arundel, and at laft committed a clofe pri- 
foner, where he died, but in what manner cannot now be 
afcertaincd. 

At this time 36 perfons, denominated Lollards, fuf- 



ferered death , in St. Giles's, for no other reafon tbart 
profefllng their attachment to the doctrines of Wick- 
liffe. They were hung on gibbets, and faggcts being 
placed under them, as loon as they were fufpended, fire 
was fet to them, fo that they were burnt while hanging. 
Only one of their names has been tranfmitted to us, 
which is thatof fir Roger Archer, whom they diftinguifli- 
ed from the reft by Itripping him ftark naked, and execut- 
ing him in that indecent manner. 

About the fame time one Richard Turning was burn- 
ed alive in Smithfield, and fuftered with all that con- 
ftancy, fortitude, and rcfignation, which have fo much 
diflinguiftied the primitive chriftians. 

Abraham, a monk of Colchcfter, Milburn White, a 
prieft, and John Wade, a prieft, were all three appre- 
hended on a charge of herefy, in 1428. 

A ftiort time after father Abraham fuftered at Col- 
chefter, and with him John Whaddon ; both of whom 
died in a conftant adherence to the truth of the . gofpel. 
Milburn White and John Wade fuftered alfo about the 
fame time in London. 

About the year 1430, Richard llvedon, a wool-coni- 
ber, and a citizen of London, was brought before the 
archbifliop, and being declared an obftinate heretic, was 
burnt alive on Tower-hill, for no other reafon than that 
he embraced and profeffed the doctrines of Wick- 
liffe. 

About the year 1431, Thomas Bagley, a prieft, who 
had a living near Maiden, in Effex, was brought before 
the biftiop of London, and being declared an obftinate 
heretic, was condemned and burned alive in Smith- 
field. 

About the year 1439, Richard Wick, a prieft, was 
burned alive on Tower-hill, for preaching the doctrines 
of Wickliffe. 

About 1440, fome of thegrcateft perfons in the king- 
dom were condemned to perpetual imprifonment for 
herefy, as being Lollards ; among whom was the du- 
chefs of Glouceftcr, who had long been a follower of 
Wickliffe. It was otherwife, however, with Roger Only, 
a prieft, who being condemned as an obftinate heretic, 
was burnt alive in Smithfield. 

One Thomas Granter was apprehended in London, 
Auguft, J 473; he was accufed of profefllng the doc- 
trines of Wickliffe, for which he was condemned as an 
obftinate heretic. This pious man being brought to the 
fherift's houfe, on the morning of the day appointed for 
his execution, defired a little refreftimenr, and having 
eat fome, he faid to the people prefent, " I eat now a 
very good meal, for I have a ftrange conflict to engage 
with before I go to fupper ■," and having eaten, he re- 
turned thanks to God for the bounties of his all-gracious 
providence, requefting that he might be inftantly led to 
the place of execution, to bear teftimony to the truth 
of thofe principles which he had profeffed. Accord- 
ingly he was chained to a ftake -on Tower-hill, where 
he was burned alive, profefllng the truth with his laft 

Joan Boughton, a lady of confiderable rank, was 
burned in Smithfield for profefllng the doctrines of 
Wickliffe, April 28th, 1494. This lady was no lefs 
than 80 years of age, and a widow. 

The king being at Canterbury, in 1498, a prieft was 
brought before him, accufed of herefy, who was imme- 
diately ordered to be burnt alive. 

About the year 1499, one Babram, a pious, man, was 
brought before the biftiop of Norwich, having been ac- 
cufed by fome of the priefts, with holding the doctrines 
of Wickliffe. He confeffed he did believe every thing 
that was objected againft. him. For this, he was con- 
demned as an obftinate heretic, and a'warrant was grant- 
ed for his execution ; accordingly he was brought to the 
ftake at Norwich, where he fuftered with great con- 
One William Tilfery, a pious man, was burned alive 
at Amerftiam, in a clofe called- Stoney-prat, in 1506, 
and at the fame time, his daughter, Joan Clarke, a mar- 
ried woman, was obliged to light the faggots that were 
to burn her father. 

Alfo this year one father Roberts, a prieft, was con- 
victed 
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vic'ted of being a Lollard before the bifhop of Lincoln, 
and burnt alive at Buckingham. 

One Thomas Norris was burned alive for the tefti- 
mony of the truth of thegofpel, at Norwhich, in 1507. 
This man was a poor, inoifenfive, harmlcfs- perfon, but 
his parifh prieft converting with him one day, conjectu- 
j'ed he v. as a Lollard. In confequence of this fuppofi- 
tion lie gave information to the bifhop, and Norns was 
apprehended. 

One Lawrence Guale, who had been kept in prifon 
two years, was burnt alive at Salifbury in 1508, for 
denying the real prefence in the facramcnt. It appeared, 
that this nun kept a fhop in Salifbury, and entertained 
fome Lollards in his houfe ; 'or which he was informed 
againft to the bifhop ; but he abode by his firft teftimony, 
and was condemned to fuffer as an heretic. 

Alto a pious woman was burnt at Chippcn Sudburnc, 
by order of the chancellor, Doctor Whittcnham. After 
flic had been confumed in the flames, and the people 
vcrc returning home, a bull broke loofe from a butcher, 
and iingling out the chancellor from all the reft of the 
company, he gored him through the body, and on his 
horns carried his entrails. This was feen by all the peo- 
ple, and it is remarkable, that the animal did not med- 
dle with any other perfon whatever. 

William Succling and John Banniftcr, who had for- 
merly recanted, returned again to the profeffion of the 
faith, and were burned alive in Smithficld, Occ. 1 8, 

About the year 15 17, one John Brown, (who had 
recanted before in the reign of Henry VII. and b rne a 
faggot round St. Paul's,) was condemned by Dr. VVon- 
haman, archbifhop of Canterbury, and burnt alive at 
Afhford. Before he was chained to the ftake, the arch- 
bifhop Wonhaman, and Yefter, bifhop. of Rochefter, 
caufed his feet to be burned in a fire till all the Hefh 
came off, even to the bones. . This was done in order 
to make him again recant, but he perfiftcd in his attach- 
ment to the truth till the lair. 

Alfo about this time one Richard Hunn, a merchant 
taylor of the city of London, was apprehended, hav- 
ing rcfufed to pay the prieft his fees for the funeral of a 
child ; and being conveyed to the Lollards 'l ower, in. 
the palace of Lambeth, was there privately murdered 
by fome of the fervants of the archbifhop. 

On September 24, 15 18, John Stilinccn, who had 
before recanted, was apprehended, brought before 
Richard Fitz-James, bifhop of London, and on the 25th 
of October was condemned as an heretic. He was 
chained to the flake in Smithficld amidft a vaft crowd 
of fpeclators, and feated his teftimony to the truth with 
bis blood. He declared that he was a Lollard, and 
that he had always believed the opinions of Wickliffe ; 
and although he had been weak enough to recant his 
opinions, yet he was now willing to convince the world 
that he was ready to die for the truth. 

Thomas Mann was burnt in London, in 1519, as was 
one Robert Celin, a plain honeft man, for fpeaking 
againft image worfhip and pilgrimages. 

Alfo about this time, was executed in Smithficld, in 
London, James Brewfter,. a native of Colchefter. His 
fentimcnts were the fame as the reft of the Lollards, or 
thofe who followed the doctrines of Wickliffe ; but not- 
withftanding the innocence of his life, and the regularity 
of his manners, he was obliged to fubmit to papal 
revenge. - 

The fame year, one Chriftopher, a fhocmaker, was 
burned alive at Newbury, in Bcrkfbire, for denying 
thofe popifh articles which we have already mentioned. 
This man had got fome books in Englifh, which 
were fufficient to render him obnoxious 10 the Romifh 
clergy. ■ 

Thomas . Bernard was burned alive at Norwich in 
T521, for denying the real prefence. 

In the beginning of the year 1522, Mr. Wrigfham, 
a glovGr; Mr. Langdale, a holier; Thomas Bond, 
Robert Marchers, and William Archer, fhocrnakcr, 
with Mrs. Smith, a widow, were apprehended on Alb 
Wcdncfday, and committed to prifon-. After examina- 
tion, the bifhop of Litchfield declared them to be - he- 



retics, and they were ail condemned and burned alive 
at Coventry. 

Robert Silks, who had been condemned in the Bifhop's 
court as an heretic, made his eicape out of prifon, but 
was taken two years afterwards, and brought back to 
Coventry, where lie was burned alive. The. fherifTs 
always feized the goods of the martyrs for their own ufe, 
fo that their wives and children were left to ftarve. 

Thomas Hording, who, with his wife, had been 
accufed of hercfy, was brought before the bifhop of 
Lincoln in J 532, "and condemned for denying the real 
prefence in the facramcnt. He was then chained -to a 
ilakc, erected for the purpofe, at Chefham in the Pell, 
near JJoiely ; and w hen they had fcr fire to the faggots* 
one of the fpectators dallied out his brains with a billet. 
The priefts told the people, that whoever brought faggots 
to burn heretics would have an indulgence to commie 
fins for forty days. 

About the latter end of this year, Worham, arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, appubciv.led one Hit-ten, a prieft, 
at Maidflone; and alter he had been Jong tortured in 
prifon, and fevcral times evmincd by the archbifhop,. 
and i-'i flier, bifhop of Xochciter, he was condemned as 
an heretic, and burned alive before the door of his own 
parifh church. 

One Thomas Bilney, profcfTor of civil law, at Cam- 
bridge, was brought belore the bifhop of London, and, 
feveral other bifhops, in the Chapter-houfc, ' . V'eftminfler, 
and being fevcral times threatened with the flake and 
flames, lie was weak enough to recant ; but he repented 

On this account he was brought before the bifhops a 
fecond time, and condemned to death. Before he went 
to the flake he conl'efied his adherence to thole opinions 
which Luther held ; and, when at it, he fmilcd, and faid, 
" I have had many llorms in this world, but now my 
veffel will foon be on fhore in heaven. Lie flood un- 
moved in the flames, crying out, " Jeftis,. I 'believe t'' 
and tlicfe were the laft words he was heard to utter. 

Some few weeks after Bilney had fuffered, Richard By- 
field was cad into prifon, and endured fome whipping, 
for his adherence to the doctrines of Luther: this Mr. 
Byficld had been fome time a monk, at Barnes, in Surry, 
but was converted, by reading Tindal's vcrfiori of the 
New Teftamcnr. The fufferings this man underwent: 
for the truth were fo" great, that it would require a vo- 
lume to contain them. Sometimes he was -fhut up in a 
dungeon, where he was almoft fuffocated by the offen- 
five and horrid fmcll of filth and flagnatcd water. Ac 
other times he was tied up by the arms, till almoft all his 
joints were diflocatcd. He was whipped at the poll 
fevcral times, till fcarcc any flefh was left on his back; 
and all this was done to make him recant. He was then 
taken to the Lollards' Tower in Lambeth palace, where 
he was chained by the neck to the wall, and once every 
day beaten in the moft cruel manner by the archbifhop's 
fervants. -At laft. he was condemned, degraded,, and 
burnt in Smithficld. 

John Tewkfbtuy was the next perfon that fuffered. 
This was a plain fun pic man, who had been guilty of no 
other offence, againft what was called the holy mother 
church, than that of reading Tindal's tranflation of the 
New Teftamcnr. At firft he was weak enough to abjure, 
but afterwards repented, and acknowledged the truth. 
For this he was brought beforq the bifhop of London* 
who condemned him as an obllinate .heretic. He fuf- 
fered greatly during, the time of his imprifonment, fo 
that when they brought him out to execution, he was 
almoft dead. He was conducted to the ftake in Smith- 
field, where he was burned, declaring his utter, abhor- 
rence of popery, and profefling a firm belief that liis 
caufe was juft in the fight of God. 

About "this time Valentine Treed; and his wi:c„ 
were apprehended in Yorkfhire, and having been exa- 
mined by the archbifhop, were deemed as obftinate 
heretics, and burnt. 

James Haynham was the next perfon that fuffered in 
tins reign, a reputable citizenin London, who had mar- 
ried the widow of a gentleman in the Temple. When 
chained to the flake he embraced the faggots, and fai l, 
Oh, 
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" Oh, ye papifts, behold! ye look for miracles; here ■ 
now may you fee a miracle ; for in this fire 1 feel no 
more pain than if I were in bed ; for it is as fweet to me 
as a bed of rofes." Thus he refigned his foul into the 
hands of his Redeemer. 

A Ihort time after the death of this martyr,- one Trax- 
nel, an inoffenfive countryman, was burned alive at 
Bradford, in Wiltlhire; becaufe he would not acknow- 
ledge the real prefence in the facramenr, nor own the 
papal fuprerr.acy over the confeiences of men. 

John Frith, a noted martyr, died for the truth, in the 
year 1 5 53. When he was brought to the ftake in Smith- 
field, he embraced the faggots, and exhorted a young 
man, named Andrew Hewit, who fuffered with him, to 
truft his foul to that God who had redeemed it. Both 
thefe. fufferers endured much torment, for the wind 
blew the flames away from them, fo that they were 
above two hours in agony before they expired. 

About the latter end of this year, one Mr. Thomas 
Bennet, a fchool-mafter, was apprehended at Exeter, 
and being brought before the bifhop, refufed to recant 
his opinions, for which he was delivered over to the 
fecular power, and burned alive near that city. 

One Collins, a madman, fuffered death with his dog 
in Smithfield, in 1 538. The circumftances were as fol- 
low: Collins happened to be in church when the prieft 
elevated the hoft ; and Collins, in derifion of the facrifice 
of the mafs, lifted up his dog above his head. For this 
crime Collins, who ought to have been fent to a mad- 
houfe, or whipped at the cart's tail, was brought before 
the brfhop of London • and although he was really mad, 
yet fuch was the force of popMh power, fuch the corrup- 
tion in church and ftate, that the poor madman, and 
his dog, were both carried to the ftake in Smithfield, 
•where they were burned to afhes, amidft a vail crowd 
of fpeetators. 

This year alfo fome other pei Tons fuffered, of whom 
we fliall take notice in the order they lie before us. 

There was one Cowbridge fuffered at Oxford ; and 
although he was reputed to be a madman, yet he (hewed 
great figns of piety when he Was fattened to the ftake, 
and after the flames Were kindled around him. 

About the fame time one Purderve was put to death, 
for faying privately to a prieft, after he had drank the 
■wine, " Hebleffed the hungry people with the einpty 
chalice." 

Alfo about the fame time was 'condemned William 
Letton, a monk of great age, in the county of Suffolk, 
•who was burned at Norn ich for (peaking againft an- 
idol that was carried in proccflion ; and tor alferting, 
that the facramcnt ftiould be adminiftered in both 
kinds. 

A fhort time before the burning of thefe men, Nicho- 
las Peke was executed at Norwich; and when the fire 
was lighted, he was fo fcorched that he was as black as 
pitch. Dr. Reading Handing before him with Dr. 
Hearne, and Dr. Spragwell, having a long white wand 
in his hand, ftruck him upon the right ftioulder, and 
faid, Peke, recant, and believe in the faciament. To 
this he anfwercd, *' I defpifethee and it alfo ; " and with 
great violence he fpit blood, occafioncd by the anguifh 
of his fufterings. Dr. Reading granted forty days in- 
dulgence for the fufterer-, in order that he might recant 
his opinions. But he perfifted in- his adherence to the 
truth, without paying any regard to the malice of his 
enemies; and he was burned alive, rejoicing that 
Chrift had counted him worthy to fuffer for his name's 
fake. . 

On July 28, 1540, or 1541, (for the chronology 
differs) Thomas Cromwell, earl of Effex, was brought 
to a fc.affbld on Towei'-hill, where he was executed with 
foine ftriking inftances of cruelty. He made a ihort 
fpeech to the people, and then meekly refigned himfelf 

Certainly this nobleman is ranked among the martyrs 
with great propriety : for although the accufations pre- 
ferred againft him did not relate to any thing in reli- 
gion, yet had it not been for his zeal to demoliih po- 
pery, he might have to the laft retained the king's fa- 
vour. To this may be added, that the papifts plotted 

No. 79. 



his deftruciioh, for he did more towards promoting the 
reformation, than any man in that age, except the good 
Dr. Cranmer; " ■ ' 

A (hbrt time after the execution of Cromwell, Dr. 
Cuthbert Barries; Thomas Garnet, and William Jerome, 
were brought before the ecclefiaftical court of the bifhop 
of London, and accufed of herefy. 

When before the bifhop of London, Dr. Barnes was 
afked whether the faints prayed for us ? To this he ati-* 
fwered, that he would leave that to God; but (faid he) 
I will pray for you. 

Thefe men were brought from the Tower to Smith- 
field, on the 13th of July, ,1541, where they were all 
chained to one ftake ; and there fuffered death with a 
conftancy that nothing lefs than a firm faith in Jefus 
Chrfft could infpire. 

There was one Thomas Sommers, an hbheft mer- 
chant, with three others, was thrown into prifon, for 
reading fome of Luther's books ; and they were con- 
demned to carry thofe books to a fire in Cheapfidej 
there they were to throw them into the flames ; but 
Sommers threw his over, for which he was fent back to 
the Tower, where he was ftoncd to death. 

Horrid perfecutions were at this time carried on at 
Lincoln, under Dr: Longland, the bifhop of that dio- 
cefe. At Buckingham, Thomas Bainard, and James 
Moreton, the one for reading the Lord's prayer in 
Englifh, and the other for reading St. James's epif- 
tles in Englifh, were both condemned, and burned 
alive. 

Anthony Parfons, a prieft, together with two others, 
were fent to Windfor, to be examined concerning here- 
fy ; and feveral articles were tendered to them to fub- 
fcribej which they refufed. ■ This was carried on by the 
bifhop of Salilbury, who was the moft violent perfecu- 
torof any in that age, except Bonner. When they were 
brought to the ftake, Parfons alked for fome drink, which 
being brought him, he drarik to his fellow- fufferers, fay- 
ing, " Be merry, my brethren, and lift up your hearts to 
God ; for after this fharp breakfaft I truft we {hall have 
a good dinner in the kingdom of Chrift, our Lord and 
Redeemer. At thefe words Eaftwood, one of the fuf- 
ferers, lifted up his eyes and hands to heaven, defiring 
the Lord above to receive his fpirit. Parfons pulled 
the ftraw near to him, and then faid to the fpedtators. 
This is God's armour, and now I am a chriftian foldier 
prepared for battle : I look for no mercy but through 
the merits of Chrift; he is my only Saviour, in him do 
I truft for falvation ; and foon after the fires were lighted 
which burned their bodies, but could not hurt their pre- 
cious and immonal fouls. Their conftancy triumphed 
over cruelly, and their fufterings will be held in ever- 
lafiing remembrance. . 

One Saitees, a prieft, was, by order of bifhop Gardi- 
ner, hanged in Southwark, in 1546, without a council 
procefs; and all that was allcd^ed againft him was, that 
of reading Tindal's New Teftamenr. 

Alfo this year one Kirby was burned at Ipfwich, for 
the teftimony of the truth, for denying the real prefence 
in the facrarhent. When this' martyr was brought td 
the ftake, he faid to one Mr. Wingfield, who attended 
him, " Ah ! Mr. Wingfield, be at my death, and 
you fhall fay, there ftandeth a chriftian fufferer in the 
firei" 



PARTICULARS of a Horrid PLOT, in the Reign of 
KING CHARLES II. concerted by the PAPISTS,/sr 
Deftroying the CITY of LONDON by FIRE. 

PROVOKED by revenge, and prompted by the 
force of fuperftitious principles, the papifts ftill 
dedicated their thoughts to every machination their in- 
vention could project, to obtain the wifhed-for pur- 
pofes, namely, the destruction of the protcftants in this 
ifland. 

At length having failed in feveral efforts, they be- 
thought themfelves of a fcheme for deftroying the capi- 
tal of the kingdom, which they flattered themfelves 

»° U m igh t 
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might be productive of facilitating their -furi-ber inten r 
tions of extirpating the proteftants, and, once more, 
eftablifhing popery in the Englilh dominions. 

Nqtwithftanding thir fcherne,, in fome meafiir.e, took 
place, yet it was not productive qf, the confequences they 
hoped and wiftied for. A great part of the city was, 
indeed, deftroyed, the melanehqly particulars of which 
we fhall copy from the London Gazette; published a 
few days after : 

«« Whitehall, Sept. 8, 1666. 
" ON the fecond inftant, at one o'clpck in the morn- 
ing, there happened to break out a fad and; deplorable 
fire, at a baker's, in Pudding-lanq, near Fifh-ftrect, 
Which falling put at that hour of the nighf, and in a 
quarter of the town fo clofe built with wooden pitched 
hpufes, fpread itfelf fo far before day, and, with fuch 
diftraclion to the inhabitants and neighbours, that care 
was not taken for the timely preventing the further dif- 
fufion of it, by pulling down houfes, as ought to have 
been ; fo that this lamentable fire, in a fhprt time, be- 
came too big to be mattered by any engines, or working 
near it. It fell out mpft unhappily too, that a violent 
eafterly wind fomented it, and kept it burning all that 
day, and -the night following, fpreading itfelf up to 
Gracechurch-ftreet, and downwards to Cannon ftreet 
to the water-fide, as far as the Three Cranes in the 
Vintry. 

" The people, in all parts about it, were diffracted by 
the vaftnefs of it, and their particular care to carry away 
their goods. Many attempts were made to prevent the 
fpreading of it, by pulling down houfes, and making 
great intervals, but all in vain, the fire fcizing upon the 
timber and rubbifh, and fo continuing itfelf even 
through thofe fpaces, and raging in a bright flame all 
Moaday and Tuefday, notwithstanding his majefty's 
own, and his royal highnefs's indefatigable and perfonal 
pains to apply all poflible remedies to prevent it, calling 
upon, and helping the people with their guards, and a 
great number of nobility and gentry unwearied aflifting 
therein, for which they were requited with a thoufand 
blefluigs from the poor diftrefled people. 

« By the favour of God, thq wind flackened a little 
pn Tuefday night, and the flames meeting with brick 
buildings at the Temple, by little and little it was ob-, 
ferved to lofe it's force on, that fide, fo that on Wed- 
nefday morning we began to hope well, and his royal 
bighne£s never defpairing, Pt flackening his perfonal 
care, wrought, fo well that day, affifted in fome parts 
by the lproVof tihe. council before and behind it, that a 
flop was put to it at the Temple church, near Holborn- 
bridge, Pie-corner, Alderfgate, Cripplegate, near the 
lower end of Coleman-ftreet, at, the end of Bafinghall- 
ftreet, by the Poftern, at the upper end of Biftiopfgate- 
ftreet, and Leadenhall-ltreet, at the ftandard in Corn- 
hill, at. the church in Fenchurch-ftreet, near Cloth- 
wprkers^hall in Mincing-lane, at the middle of Maik- 
lane, and at the Tower-dock. 

" On Thurfday, by the blefluig of God, it was wholly 
beat down and .extinguiftied. But fp as. that evening it 
unhappily burft out again afrefh at the Temple, by the 
felling of fome fparks (as is fuppofed) upon a pile of 
wooden buildings 5 but his royal highnefs, who watched 
there that whole night in perfon, by the great labours 
and diligence ufed, and efpecially by applying powder, 
to blow up the houfes about it, before day moft happily 
•mattered it. 

" His majefty then fat hourly in council, and ever 
fince hath continued making rounds about the city, in 
all parts of it where the danger and mifchief was the 
greateft, till this morning that he hath fent his grace the 
duke of Albemarle, whom he hath called for to aflift 
him on this great occafion, to put his happy and 
fuccefsful hand to the finifhing this memorable deli- 
verance." 

During the progrefs of this dreadful conflagration, 
orders were given for pulling down various houfes in the 
Tower of London, in order to preferve the grand maga- 
zine of gunpowder in that fortrefs ; to ,the preservation 
of which, the violent eaftcrly wind contributed more 
than the precaution.. 



M a ny thpufands of citizens, who, by this calamity, 
were d<-*pr,iy.ee} of their, habitations, retired to the fields, 
deftitutc pf all necefiaries, and exppfed tp the inclemency 
of the weather, till a fufficient number of huts could be 
erected for their relief. In order to mitigate the diftrefles 
of the people, his majefty prdered a great quantity 
of naval bread to be diftributcd among them ; and 
iflued a proclamation, commanding the magistrates 
qf the city to encourage the bringing of all kinds of 
provifions. 

•By the certificate of Jonas Moore and Ralf Gatrix, 
the. furveyors appointed to examine the ruins, it ap- 
peared, that this dreadful fire over-ran 373 acres of 
ground within the walls, and burnt 13,200 houfes, 89 
parifh churches, befides chapels ; and that only eleven 
parifli churches within the walls were left ftanding. 

To this accqunt may alfo be added the magnificent 
buildings of St. Paul's cathedral, Guildhall, the Royal 
Exchange, Cuftom-rhoufe, and Blackwell-hall j many 
hofpitals and libraries, fifty-two halls of the city com- 
panies, and a great number of other Irately edifices ; 
together with three of the city gates, and the prifons of 
Newgate, the Fleet, the Poultry and Wood-ftreet 
Compters; the lofs of which, by the beft calculation, 
amounted to upwards of ten. millions fterling. > And' 
notwithftanding all this deftruction, yet only fix perfons 
loft their lives. 

Various were the conjectures of the people on the 
caufe of this Angular calamity : at firft fpme imagined 
it to be cafual,, but from a train of circumftances, it 
afterwards appeared to have been done from the malice 
and horrid contrivances pf the papifts. Several fuf- 
pected perfons were taken into cuftody ; but no pofi- 
tive proof being produced againft them, they were 
difcharged. 

Though this diabolical fcheme took place, in a great 
meafure, to the wifhes pf the wicked contrivers, yet, 
inftead of being prejudicial, it was, in the end, pro- 
ductive of the mpft happy confequences to the metro- 
polis. It certainly, for a time, occafioncd the mpft 
diftinguifhed diftrefs to the inhabitants, but it afforded 
an opportunity that never happened before, and, in all' 
human probability, never may again, of reftoring the 
city with mpre uniformity, conveniency, and wholefome- 
nefs, than could be expected in a tpwn pf progreffive 
growth. The ftreets were before narrow, crooked, and 
incommodious ; the houfes chiefly of wpod, dark, clofe, 
and ill-cpntrived ; with feveral ftorie? projecting beyond 
each other, as they rofe, pver the narrow ftreets. The 
free circulation pf the airwas, by thefe means, ob- 
ftructcd ; and the people breathed a ffagnant unwhole- 
fome element, replete with foul effluvia, fufficient of 
itfelf to generate putrid diforders, and difpofed to har- 
bour any peftilential taint it might receive. All thefe 
inconveniencies" were removed, by the ftreets being 
made mpre open, and the buildings principally formed 
of brick ; fq that if, either hy accident or otherwife, 
a fire fhpuld happen in future, it's progrefs wpuld be 
foon flopped, and the direful confequences which gene- 
rally arife from fuch circumftances rendered trifling. 

Befides the conveniences already mentioned, the 
fire of London was. certainly productive of an advantage 
of the mpft valuable nature, namely, the extirpation of 
that- contagipus and dcftr.uctive diftemper the plague, 
which, but the year before, had brought thoulands to 
their. graves. This horrid difeafe had made great de- 
vaftation among the inhabitants, not only pf the mctro- 
pplis, but different parts pf the kingdom, at various 
periods.; but, thank Gpd, it's baneful influence has 
never taken place here fince the befbre-mentioncd catafc 
trpphc, and there is great reafpn tp fuppofe that the fire 
materially contributed to the production pf fo happy a 
circumftance. 

To perpetuate, however, the remembrance of fo 
Angular an occurrence, a monument was erected 
in that part of the city near w ; hich the fire began. 
It is cfteemed the noblelt modern column in the world- 
and may, in fome refpects, vie with the moft celebrated 
of antiquity, \i , hich are cQnfecrated tp the names of Tra- 
jan and Antoninus. . ^ 
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A full ACCOUNT if the PERSECUTION in ^5?^" 
LAND, during the Heign o/King HENRY VIII. 

PATRICK Hamilton was the firft perfon we meet 
with- who fuffcred in Scotland on the fcoreof reli- 
gion- he was a gentleman of independent fortune, and 
defcended from a very ancient and honourable family. 

When he had acquired a liberal education, being de- 
firous of farther improving himfelf in ufefui knowledge, 
he left Scotland, and went to the,umverfity of Wirten- 
berg, in Germany, in order to finifh his ftudies. 

During his rclidence here, he became intimately ac- 
. quainred with thofe eminent lights of the gofpel, Mar- 
tin Luther and Philip Melancihon ; from whofe writings 
and doctrines he ftrongly attached himfelf to the protel- 
rant religion. , 

When the archbifhop of St. Andrew's (who was a 
rigid papift) heard of Mr. Hamilton's proceedings, he 
caufed him to be fcized, and being brought before him, 
after a ftiort examination relative to his religious princi- 
ples; he committed him a prifoner to the caftle, at the 
fame time ordering him to be confined in the moft loath- 
fame pant of the prifon. _ 

Mr. Hamilton the next morning was brought before 
the btfuop, and feveral others, for examination, when 
the principal articles exhibited againft him were, his 
publicly difapproving of pilgrimages, purgatory, pray- 
ers to faints^-for the dead, &c. 

Mr. Hamiltpn acknowledged thefe articles to be 
true, in confequence of which he was immediately con- 
demned to be burnt ; and that his condemnation might 
have the greater authority, they caufed it to be fub- 
fcribcd by all thofe of any note who were prefent, and 
to make the number as confiderable as poflible, even 
admitted the fubfeription of boys who were fons of the 
nobility. « . , r 

This bigoted and perfecuting prelate was fo anxious 
for the deftrudUon of Mr. Hamilton, that he ordered 
his fentence to be put in execution on the afternoon of 
the very day it was pronounced. He was accordingly 
led to the place appointed for the horrid tragedy, and 
was attended by a prodigious number of fpectators. 
The greateft part of the multitude would not believe it 
was intended he fhould.be put to death, but that it was 
only done to frighten him, and thereby bring him over 
to embrace the principles of the Romifh religion. But 
they foon found chemfelves miftaken. 

As foon as he arrived at the ftake he kneeled down, 
and, for fbme time, prayed with great fervency. After 
this he was fattened to the ftake, and the faggots placed 
round him. A quantity of gunpowder having been faf- 
tened under his arms, was firft fct on fire, which fcorch- 
ed his left hand and one fide of his face, but did- no 
material injury, neither did it communicate with the 
faggots. In confequence of this, more powder and 
eombuftible matter was brought, which being fet on 
five took effect, and the faggots being kindled, he cal- 
led out, with an audible voice, « Lord Jefus, receive 
my fpiric! How' long ihall darknefs overwhelm this 
realm ? And how long wilt thou fuffer the tyranny of 
thefemen?". • ■ 

The fire burning flow put him to great torment ; but 
he bore it with ciirifiian magnanimity. What gave 
him the greateft pain was, the clamour of fome wicked 
men fet on by the friars, who frequently cried, " Tu 
thou hereuc ;• call upon our lady ; fay, Salve Jiegt 
&c." To whom he replied, " Depart from me, and 
trouble me not, ye meiiengers offatan." One Camp- 
bel, a friar, who was the ringleader, ftill continuing to 
interrupt him by opprobrious language; he faid to him, 
«« Wicked man, God forgive thee." After whic,h : 
being prevented from farther fpeech by the violence of 
the fmoke, and the rapidity of the flames, he reiigncd 
up his foul into the hands of him who gave it. This 
itedfaft believer in Chrift fuffered martyrdom in the year 

* 5 There was one Henry Foreft,a young inoffenfive Be. 
nedidine, who being charged with fpeaking refpectfully 
of the above Patrick Hamilton, was thrown into prifon 5 



tnd, in confefEhg himfelf to a friar, owned that he 
thought Hamilton a good man; and that the "articles, 
for which he was fentenced to die, might- be defended. 
This bqing revealed by the friar, it was received as evi- 
dence ; and the ppor Benedictine was fentented to be 
burnt. . 

A. confultation being held, with regard to the manner 
of his execution, John Lindfay, one of the archbiihop's 
gentlemen, offered his advice, to burn friar Foreft in 
fome cellar j for, faid he, the fmoke of Patrick Hamil- 
ton hath infected all thofe on whom it blew. 

This infamous advice was taken, and the poor victim 
was rather fuffocated than burnt. 

David Stratton and Norman Gourlay were the nexp 
who fell victims for profefling the truth of the gof- 
pel. 

As foon as they arrived at the fatal fpot, they both 
kneeled down, and prayed for fome time, with great 
fervency. They then arofe, when Stratton, addrefiing 
himfelf to the fpeclators, exhorted them to lay afide their 
fuperftitious and idolatrous notions, and employ their 
rime in feeking the true light of the gofpel. He wpuld 
have faid more, but was prevented by the officers who 
attended. 

Their fentence was then put into execution, and they 
chearfully refigned up their fouls to that God who. gave 
them, hoping, through the merits of the great Redeemer, 
for a glorious refurrection 50. life- immortal. — They fuf- 
fered in the year 1534. 

The martyrdoms of the two before-mentioned perfons 
were foon followed by that of Mr. Thomas Forrct, who, 
for a confiderable lime, had been dean of the Romifh 
church ; Killor and Beverage, two blackfmiths ; Pun- 
can Simfon, a prieft ; and Robert Forrefter, a gentle- 
man. They were all burnt together, on the Caftle-hill 
at Edinburgh, the laft day of February, 1538. 

The year following the martyrdoms of the before- 
mentioned perfons, viz. 1539, two others were appre^. 
hended on a fufpicion of hercfy ; namely, Jerom Ruffe], 
and Alexander Kennedy, a youth about eighteen yeats of 
age. Thefe two perfons, after being fome' time confined 
in prifon, were brought before the archbifhop for exa- 
mination. In the courfe of which, Ruffel, being- a very 
fenlible man, reafoned learnedly againft his accufers ; 
while they in return made ufe of very opprobrious Ian. 

g When.the examination was over, and both of them 
dcenjed heretics, . the archbifhop pronounced the 
dreadful fentence of death, and they were immedi- 
ately delivered over to the fecular power in order- for 



They were led the next day to the place appointed for 
them, to fuffer ; in their way to which, Ruffel, feeing his 
feHow-fufferer have the appearance of timidity in his 
countenance, thus addreffed him : " Brother, fear nor ; 
greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the world. 
The pain that we are to fuffer is ftidrr, and mall be 
light; but our joy and confolation fhall never have an 
end; Let us, therefore, ftrive to enter into our Mafter 
and: Saviour's joy, by the fame ftrait way which he hath 
taken before us. Death cannot hurt- us, for it is already 
deftr-oyed by- him, for whofe fake we are now going to 
fuffer." 

Being arrived at the fatal fpot, they both kneeled 
down and prayed fop fome time; after which, being 
fattened to the (take, anti' the faggots lighted, they 
chearfully refigned' their fouls into the hands of him who 
gave them, in foil : hopes of an evenlafting reward in the 
heavenly manfions. 

In the year i£43>' the ar-chbifbop, of St. Andrew's 
made a vilitat-ion into various parts of his diocefe, where 
feveral perfons were informed: againftat Perth for herefy. 
Among thefe the following were condemned to die, viz; 
William Anderfon, Robert Lamb, James Finlayfon, 
James Hunter, James Ravelefon, and Helen Stark. 

The following were the accufations laid againft thefe 
refpectiye perfons,' viz. 

The four firft were accufed-' of having hung up the 
image- of- fir Francis, nailing, rams horns on his he^d, 
and faftening-a cow's tail- to his- rump; but the principal 
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matter on which they were condemned was, having re- 
galed themfelves with a goofe on a faft day. 

Alfo James Ravelefon was accufed of having orna- 
mented his houfe with the three crowned diadem of Pe- 
ter, carved in wood, which the archbilhop-conceived to 
be done in mockery to his cardinal's cap. 

Alfo Helen Stark was accufed of not having accuf- 
torhed herfelf to pray to the virgin Mary, more efpccially 
during the time (he was in child-bed. 

They were all found guilty on thefe refpective accu- 
fations.and immediately received fentence of death t the 
four men for eating the.goofe to be hanged ; James Ra- 
velefon to be burnt ; and the woman, with her fucking 
infant, to be put into a fack, and drowned. 

The four men, with the woman and child, fuffered at 
the fame time; but James Ravelefon was. not executed 
till fome days after. " • 

Many others, befides the above-mentioned perfons, 
were cruelly perfecuted, fome being banifhed, and 
others confined in loathfome dungeons. Among whom 
were Mr: John Knox, the celebrated Scottilh reformift ; 
and John Rogers, a pious and learned man, who was 
murdered in prifon, arid his body thrown over the walls 
into the ftreet ; after which a report was fpread, that 
he had met with his death by attempting to make his 
efcape. 



A full ACCOUNT of the LIFE, SUFFERINGS, and 
DEATH, of Mr. GEORGE WISHART, who was 
fir angled, and afterwards burned, in SCOTLAND, /or 
profeffing the Truth of the Gospel. 

THIS gentleman was born in Scotland, and after re- 
ceiving a grammatical education at a private fchool, 
he left that place, and finifhed his ftudiesat the univerlity 
of Cambridge. . 

For the fake of improving hmfelf as much as poffible 
in the- knowledge of literature, he travelled into va- 
rious parts abroad, where he diftinguifhed himfelf for 
his great learning and abilities, both in philofophy and ■ 
divinity.. 

Having been Tome time abroad he returned to Eng- 
land, and took up his refidence at Cambridge, where he 
was admitted a member of Bennet college. Haying 
taken up his degrees, he entered into holy orders, and 
expounded the gofpel in fo clear and intelligible a man- 
ner, as highly to delight his numerous auditors. 

Now being defirous of propagating the true gofpel in 
his own country, he left Cambridge in 1 544, and on his 
arrival in Scotland he firft preached at Montrofe, and 
afterwards at Dundee. In this laft place he made a 
public expofition of the epiftle to, the Romans, which 
he went through with fuch grace and freedom, as greatly 
alarmed the papifts. 

One Robert Miln, in confequence of this, (at the in- 
itigation of cardinal Beaton, the archbifhop of St. An- 
drew's) a principal man of Dundee, went to the church 
where Wifhart preached, and in the middle of his dif- 
courfe publicly told him not to trouble the town any 
more, for he was determined not to fuffer it. 

Such a fudden rebuff greatly furprized Wifhart, who, 
after a fhort paufe, looking forrowfully on the fpeaker 
and. the audience, faid, "God is my witnefs, that 1 
never, minded your trouble but your comfort ; yea, your 
trouble is more grievous to me than it is to yourfelves : 
but I am allured, to refufe God's words, and to chafe 
from you his mefienger, (hall not preferve you from 
trouble, but fhall bring you into, it : for God (hall fend 
you minifters that fhall neither fear burning nor baniih- 
ment. I have offered you the word of falvation. With 
the hazard of my life I have remained among you : now 
•you yourfelves refufe me; and I muft leave my inno- 
cence to be declared by my God. If it belong profpe- 
rous with you, I am not led by the fpirit of truth : but 
if unlooked-for trouble come upon you, acknowledge 
the caufe, and turn to God, who is gracious and merci- 
ful. But if y on turn pot at the firft warning, he will 



vifit you with fife and fword." At .the clofe of this 
fpecch he left the pulpit, and retired. 

He went after this into the welt of Scotland, where he, 
preached God's word, which was glady received by 

Some fhort time after this Mr. Wifhart received in- 
telligence; that the plague was broke out in Dundee. It 
began four days after he was prohibited from preaching 
there,- and raged fo extremely; r.hat it was ahnoft beyond 
credit how many died in the fpace of 24 hours. This 
being related' to him, he, notwithftanding the importu- 
nity of his friends to detain him, determined to go there, 
faying, " They are now in troubles, and need comfort. 
Perhaps this hand of God will make them now to mag- 
nify and reverence the word of God; which before they 
lightly cfteemedl" 

Now he was with joy received by the godly. He 
chofe I he eaft-gate for the place of his preaching ; fo 
that the healthy were within,, and the fick without the 
gate. He took his text from thefe words, He fent his ' 
word, and healed them, &c. In this fermon he chiefly- 
dwelt upon the advantage and comfort of God's Word, 
the judgments that enfue upon the contempt or rejection 
of it, the freedom of God's grace to all his people, and 
the h.ippinefs of thofe of his elect, whom he takes to 
himfelf out of this miferable world. The hearts of his 
hearers were fo raifed by the divine force of this dif- 
courfe, as not to regard death, but to judge them the 
more happy who fhould then be called, not knowing 
whether they might have fuch a comforter again with 
them. 

. The plague fqon after-abated : though, in the midft of 
it, Wifhart conftantly vifitcd thofe that lay in the great- 
eft extremity, and comforted them by his exhorta- 

Having taken his leave of the people of Dundee, he 
faid, "That God had ahnoft put an end to that plague, 
and that he was now called to another place." 

From thence he went to Montrofe, where he fome- 
times preached, but fpent molt of. his time in private 
meditation and prayer. 

Some lay, that before he left Dundee, and while he 
was engaged in the labours of love to the bodies, 1 as- well 
as to the fouls, of thofe poor afflicted people.-cardinal 
Beaton engaged a defperate popiih prieft, called John 
Wcighton, to kill him ; the attempt to execute which 
was as follows: one day, after Wifhart had finifhed his 
fermon, and the people departed, the prieft flood wait- 
ing at the bottom of the ftairs, with a naked dagger 
in his hand under his gown. But Mr. Wiihart having 
a fliarp; piercing eye, and feeing the prieft as he came 
from the pulpit, laid to him, " My friend, what would 
you have ?" and immediately clapping his hand upon the 
dagger, took it from him. The prieft being terrified, 
fell on his knees, confefled his intention, and craved 
pardon. A noife being hereupon railed, and it coming 
to the cars of" thofe who were fick, they cried, " Deli- 
ver the traitor to us, we will take him by force;" and 
they burft in at the gate. But Wifhart, taking the 
prieft in his arms, faid, '« Whatfoevcr hurts him fhall hurt 
me ; for he hath done me no mifchief, but much good, 
by teaching more hecdlulnefs for the rime to come." 
By this conduct he appealed the people, and faved the 
life of the wicked prieft. 

Shortly after his return to Montrofe, the cardinal again 
confpired his death, caufing a letter to be fent to him as 
if it had been from his familiar friend, the laird of Kin- 
nicr, in which he was deli red with all poffible fpeed to 
come to him, becaufe he was taken with a fudden fick- 
nefs. In the mean time the cardinal had provided fixty 
men armed, to lie in wait within a mile and a half of 
Montrofe, in order to murder him as he paffed that 

The letter coming to Wifliart's hand by a boy, who 
alfo brought him a hoWc for the journey, Wifhart, ac- 
companied by fome honeft men, his friends, fet forward ; 
but fomething particular ltriking his mind by the 'way, 
he returned back, which they wondering at, afked him 
the caufe ; to whom he faid, " I will not go ; I am for- 
bidden of God ; 1 ain allured there is treafon. Let 
fome 



An ACCOUNT of the PERSECUTIONS in SCOTLAND. 



945 



fome of you go to yonder place, and tell me what you 
find." Which doing, they made the difcoveryj and 
haftily returning, they told Mr. Wifliart : whereupon 
he faid, " I know I {hall end my life by that blood- 
thirfty man's hands, but it will not be in this manner." 

Some fliort time after this he left Montrofe, and pro- 
ceeded to Edinburgh, in order to propagate the gofpel 
in that city. By the way he lodged with a faithful bro- 
ther, called James Watfon, of Inner-Goury. In the 
middle of the night he goi up, and went into.the yard, 
which two men hearing, they privately followed him. 

While in the yard, he fell on his knees, and prayed 
for fome time with the greateft fervency : after which 
he arofe, and returned to his bed. Thofe who attended 
him, appearing as though they were ignorant of all, 
came and afked him where he had been ? But he would 
not anfwer them. The next day they importuned him 
to tell them, faying, " Be plain with us, for we heard 
your mourning, and faw your geftures." 

Upon this he, with a dejected countenance, faid, " I 
had rather you had been in your beds." But they ftill 
preffing upon him to know fomething, he faid, "I will 
tell you ; I am affured that my warfare is near at an end, 
and therefore pray to God with me, that I fhrink not 
when the battle waxeth mod hot." 

Some fliort time after, cardinal Beaton, archbifhop 
of St. Andrew's, being informed that Mr. Wifliart was 
at the houfe of Mr. Cockburn, of Ormifton, in Eaft- 
Lothian.he applied to the regent to caufe him to be ap- 
prehended ; with which, after great perfuafion, and much 
againft his will, he complied. 

The cardinal, in confequence of this, immediately pro- 
ceeded to the trial of Wifliart, againft whom no lefs 
than l 8 articles were exhibited. Mr. Wifliart anfwer- 
ed the refpeclive articles with great compofure of mind, 
and in fo learned and clear a manner, as greatly furpri- 
zed molt of tliofc who were prefent. 

The examination being finiflied, the archbifhop en- 
deavoured to prevail on Mr. Wifliart to recant ; but he 
was too firmly fixed in his religious principles, and too 
much enlightened with the truth of the gofpel, to be in 
the leaft moved. 

On the morning of his execution there came to him 
two friars from the cardinal ; one of whom put on him 
a black linen coat, and the other brought feveral bags of 
gunpowder, which they tied about different parts of his 
body. 

When he arrived at the flake, the executioner put a 
rope round his neck, and a chain about his middle ; up- 
on which he fell on his knees, and thus exclaimed : 



" O thou Saviour of the world, have i 



me ! Father of heaven, I commend my fpirit into thy 
holy hands." 

Having thus faid, he prayed for his accufers, faying, 
«« I befcech thee, Father of heaven, forgive them that 
have, from ignorance, or an evil mind, forged lies of 
me: I forgive them with all my heart. I befeech 
Chrift to forgive them, that have ignorantly condemned 
me." 

Then he was fattened to the flake, and the faggoti 
being lighted, immediately fet fire to the powder that 
was tied about him, and which blew into a flame and 
fmoke. 

The governor of the caftlc, who flood fo near that he 
was finged with the flame, exhorted our martyr, in a 
few words, to be of good cheer, and to afk pardon of 
God for his offences. To which he replied, " This 
flame occafions trouble to ray body, indeed, but it hath 
in no wife broken my fpirit. But he who now fo proud- 
ly looks down upon me from yonder lofty place (point- 
ing to the cardinal) fhall ere long be as ignominioufly 
thrown down, as now he proudly lolls at his eafe." 
Which prediction was foon after fulfilled. The execu- 
tioner then pulled the rope which was tied about his 
neck with great violence, fo that he was foon ftrangled ; 
and the fire "getting ftrength, burnt with fuch rapidity 
that in lefs than an hour his body was totally con- 
One Adam Wallace was the next perfon who fell _ 
martyr to popifh bigotry ; he was of Winton, in Eaft- 
No. 79. 



Lothian, and having obtained a true knowledge of the 
gofpel of Chrift, fpent the greater part of his time in 
endeavouring to propagate it among his fellow-crea- 
tures. 

This gentleman's conduct being noticed by fome bi- 
goted papifts, an information was laid againft him for 
herefy, on which he was apprehended, and committed 
— prifon. 

When examined, fentence of death was parted upon 
him as an heretic ; and he was immediately delivered 

er to the fecular power, in order for execution. 

In the evening of the fame day, Wallace was vifited 
by feveral Romiflj priefts, who endeavoured to prevail 
on him to recant ; but he flood fo ftedfaft in the faith 
he profefled, and ufed fuch forcible arguments in vin- 
dication of the true gofpel, that they left him with fome 
wrath, faying, " He was too abandoned to receive any 
impreffion." 

He was conducted" the next morning to the Caftle- 
hill at Edinburgh, when, being chained to the flake, 
and the faggots lighted, he chearfully refigned up his 
foul into the hands of him who gave it, in full affurance 
of receiving a crown of glory in the heavenly manfions. 

One Walter Mill was the laft who fuffered martyr- 
dom in Scotland, for the caufe of Chrift ; he was burnt 
at Edinburgh in the year 1558. 

This perfon, in his younger years, had travelled into 
Germany, and on his return was inflalled a prieft of the 
church of Lunan in Angus; but, on an information of 
herefy, in the time of cardinal Beaton, he was forced to 
abandon his charge, and abfeond. But he was foon 
apprehended, and committed to prifon. 

When interrogated by fir Andrew Oliphant, whether 
he would recant his opinions, he anfwered in the nega- 
tive, faying, He would fooner forfeit ten thoufand lives, 
than relinquifh a particle of thofe heavenly principles 
he had received from the fuffrages of his bleffed Re- 
deemer. 

Sentence of condemnation was immediately pafled on 
him, in confequence of this, and he was conducted to 
prifon in order for execution the following day. 

This ftedfaft believer in Chrift was 82 years of age, 
and exceeding infirm ; from whence it was fuppofed, 
that he could fcarcely be heard. However, when he 
was led to the place of execution, he expreffed his reli- 
gious fentiments with fuch. courage, and at the fame 
time compofure of mind, as aftoniflied even his ene- 
mies. As foon as he was fattened to the flake, and the 
faggots lighted, he addreffed the fpectators as follows : 

" The caufe why I fuffer this day is not for any 
crime, (though I acknowledge myfelf a rniferable {in- 
ner) but only for the defence of the truth as it is in Je- 
fus Chrift; and I praife God who hath called me, by 
his mercy, to feal the truth with my life ; which, as I 
received it from him, fo I willingly offer up to his 
glory. Therefore, as you would efcape eternal death, 
be no longer feduced by the lies of the feat of anti- 
chrift : but depend folely on Jefus Chrift, and his mer- 
cy, that you may be delivered from condemnation." 
And then added, " That he trufted he.fhould be the 
laft who would fuffer death in Scotland, upon a reli- 
gious account." 

In this manner this pious chriftian chearfully gave 
up his life, in defence of the truth of Chrift's gofpel, 
not doubting but he fhould be made a partaker of his 
heavenly kingdom. 



A Full ACCOUNT of the PERSECUTIONS azain/l 
the PROTESTANTS in IRELAND, diftinruijhed by 
the Name of The IRISH MASSACRE. 

"jVJOtwithltanding the various attempts made by the 
Irifli againft the Englifli ufually go under the de- 
nomination of rebellion, yet they more properly deferve 
the epithet perfection, as all their deftructive efforts 
were particularly levelled at the proteftants only, whom 
they were determined, if poffible, totally to extirpate 
from the kingdom. They had, indeed, hitherto mif- 
carricd; but they at length hit upon a project that fuc- 
10 W ceeded 
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ceded to their wifiies, and produced a cataftrophe that 
will remain in characters of blood to the latelt pofte- 
rity. 

That the Romilh clergy of Ireland were the principal 
fomenters of the rebellions in that kingdom, already 
mentioned, is particularly evident from their trea- 
cherous and difloyal behaviour under queen Elizabeth 
and king James I. they continually urging to the people 
the lawfulnefs of killing all proteftants, who fupported 
the right of the crown of England to Jreland ; and al- 
luring them, that all papifts, who fliould die fighting 
againftthe proteftants, would go immediately to heaven. 

Thefe Irifh ecclefiaftics, under Charles I. were great- 
ly increafed by titular Romifh archbiftiops, bifhops, 
deans, vicars-general, abbots, priefts, and friars ; for 
■which reafon, in 1629, the public exefcife of the po- 
pifh rites and ceremonies was forbidden. 

Notwithstanding all this, foon after the Romifh cler- 
gy erected a new popifh univerfity in the city of Dub- 
lin. They alfo proceeded to build monaftcries and nun- 
neries in various parts of the kingdom; in which places 
thefe very Romifh clergy, and the chiefs of the Irifh, 
held frequent meetings ; and, from thence, ufed to pafs, 
to and fro, to France. Spain, Flanders, Lorrain, and 
Rome; where the detcftable plot of 1641 was hatching 
by the family of the O'Neals, and their followers. 

Some fhort time before the horrid confpi racy broke 
out, which we are now going to relate, the papifts of 
Ireland had prefented a remonftrance to the lords-juf- 
tices of that kingdom, demanding the free exercile of 
their religion, and a repeal of all laws to the contrary ; 
to which both houfes of parliament in England folemn- 
ly anfwered, that they would never grant any toleration 
to the popifh religion in that kingdom. 

This farther irritated the papifts to put in execution 
the diabolical plot concerted for the deftruction of the 
proteftants ; and it failed not of the fuccefs wifhed for 
by it's malicious and rancorous projectors. 

The chief defign of this horrid confpiracy was, that 
a general infurrection mould take place at the fame 
time throughout the kingdom ;. and that all the protef- 
tants, without exception, fhould be murdered. The 
day fixed for this horrid maffacre was, the 23d of Oc- 
tober, 1 641, the feaft of Ignatius Loyola, founder of the 
jefuits ; and the chief confpirators, in the principal parts 
of the kingdom, made the neceffary prepaiations for 
the intended confiict. 

That this deteftcd fcheme might the more infallibly 
fucceed, the moft diftinguifhed artifices were artfully 
praclifed by the papifts ; and their behaviour, in their 
vifits to the proteftants, at this time, was with more 
feeming kindnefs than they had hithetto fhewn, which 
■was done the more completely to effect the inhuman 
and treacherous defigns then meditating againft 
them. 

The execution of this ravage confpiracy was delayed 
till the approach of winter, that the fending troops from 
England might be attended with greater difficulty. 
Cardinal Richlieu, the French minifter, had prormfed 
the confpirators a considerable fupply of men and mo- 
ney; and many Irifh officers had given the ftrongeft af- 
furances, that they would heartily concur with their 
catholic brethren, as foon as the infurrection ap- 
peared. 

Now the day preceding that appointed for carrying 
this horrid defign into execution was arrived, when, 
happily for the metropolis of the kingdom, the confpi- 
racy was difcovered by one Owen O' Connelly, an Irifh- 
man, for which moft fignal fervice the Englifh parlia- 
ment voted him 500I. and a penfion of 200I. during 

*"so very feafonably was this plot difcovered, even but 
a few hours before the city and caftle of Dublin were to 
have been furprized, that the lords-juftices had but juft 
time to put themfelves, and the city, in a proper pof- 
ture of defence. The lord M'Guire, who was the prin- 
cipal leader here, with his accomplices, were feized the 
feme evening in the city : and in their lodgings were 
found fwords, hatchets, pole-axes, hammers, and fuch 
other instruments of death as had been prepared for the 



deftruction and extirpation of the proteftants in that part 
of the kingdom. 

The metropolis was thus happily preferved ; but the 
bloody part of the intended tragedy was paft prevention. 
The confpirators were in arms all over the kingdom 
early in the morning of the day appointed, and every 
proteftant who fell in their way was immediately mur- 
dered. No age, no fcx, no condition was fpaied. The 
wife weeping for her butchered husband, and embracing 
her helplcfs children, was pierced with them, and pe- 
rifhed by the fame - flroke. The old, the young, the 
vigorous, and the infirm, underwent the fame fate, and 
were blended in one common ruin. In vain did flight 
fave from the firlt affiiult : deftruction was every where 
let loofe, and met the hunted victims at every turn. In 
vain was recourfe had to relations, to companions, to 
friends : all connections were diffolved, and death was 
dealt by that hand, frorn which protection was implo- 
red and expected. Without provocation, without op- 
pofitioh, the aftonifhed Englifh, living in profound 
peace, and, as they thought, full fecurity, were maffa- 
cred by their nearclt neighbours, with whom they had 
long maintained a continued intercourfe of kindnefs and 
good offices. Nay, even death was the flighted punifh- 
mcnt inflicted by thefe monfters in human form : all the 
tortures which wanton cruelty could invent, all the lin- 
gering pains of body, the anguifh of mind, the agonies 
of delpair, could not fariate revenge excited without in- 
jury, and cruelly derived from no caufe whatever. De- 
praved nature, even pcrveited rdigicn, though encou- 
raged by the utmoft licence, cannot reach to a greater 
pitch of ferocity than appealed in thefe mercilcfs barba- 
dians. Even the weaker fex themfelves, naturally ten- 
der to their own fufferings, and companionate to rhofe 
of others, here emulated their robuft companions in the 
practice of every cruelty. The very children, taught 
by example, and encouraged by the exhortation of their 
parents, dealt their feeble blows on the dead carcafes of 
defencelefs children of the Englifh. 

Neither was the avarice of the Irifh fufficient to pro- 
duce the leaft rcftraint on their cruelty. Such was their 
frenzy, that the cattle they had feized, and by rapine had 
made their own, were, becaufe they bore the name of 
Englifh, wantonly flaughtered, or, when covered with 
wounds, turned loofe into the woods, there toperifhby 
flow and lingering torments. 

All the commodious habitations of the planters were 
laid in allies, or levelled with the ground. And where 
the wretched owners had fhut themfelves up in the 
houfes, and were preparing for defence, they perifhed 
in the flames', together with their wives and children. 

So great is the general defcription of this unpa- 
rallelled maffacre; but it now remains, from the nature 
of our work, that we proceed to particulars. 

The bigoted and mercilcfs papilts had no fodner begun 
to imbrue their hands in blood, than they repeated the 
horrid tragedy day after day ; and the proteftants in all 
parts of the kingdom fell victims to ther fury by deaths 
of the moft unheard-of nature. 

The vain and ignorant Irifh were more ffrongly infti- 
gated to execute the infernal bnfinefs by die jefuits, 
priefts, and friars, who, when the day for the execution 
of the plot was agreed on, recommended, in then pi ay-, 
crs, diligence in the great defign, which they faid would 
greatly tend to the profperky of the kingdom, and to 
the advancement of the catholic caufe. They every 
where declared to the common people, that the pro- 
teftants were heretics, and ought not to be fuitered to- 
live any longer among them ; adding, that it was no 
more fin to kill an Englilhman than to kill a dog; and 
that the relieving or protecting them was a crime of the 
moft unpardonable nature. 

When the papifts beficged the town and caftle of 
Longford, and the inhabitants of the latter, who were 
proteftants, furrendered on condition o) being allowed 
quarter, the hefiegcrs, the instant the tow ns-pcople ap- 
peared, attacked them in the moll unmerciful manner, 
their prieft, as a fignal for the reft to fall on, firft ripping 
open the belly of the Englifh proteftant minifter; 
after which his followers murdered ail the reft, 
fome 
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fome of whom they hung, others were {tabbed or {hot, 
and great numbers knocked on the head with axes pro- 
vided for the purpofev 

In like manner the garrifon at Sligo was treated by 
O'Connor Slygah ; who, upon the proteftants quitting 
their holds, promifed them quarter, and to convey them 
fafe over the Curlew mountains, to Rolcommon. But 
he firft imprifoned them in a moft loathfomc gaol, al- 
lowing them only grains for their food. Afterwards, 
: when fome papifts were merry over their cups, who 
were come to congratulate their wicked brethren for 
their vidtory over thefe unhappy creatures, thofe pro- 
teftants who furvived were brought forth by the White- 
friars, and were either killed, or precipitated over the 
bridge into a fwift water, where they were foon de- 
flroyed. It is added, that this wicked company of 
White-friars went fome time alter, in folemn procdlion, 
with holy water in their hands, to fprinkle the river ; 
on pretence of cleanfing and purifying it from the ftains 
and pollution of the blood and dead bodies of the here- 
tics, as they called the unfortunate proteftants who were 
inhumanly flaughtcred at this very time. 

At Kilmore, Dr. bedell, bilhop of that fee, had 
charitably fettled and fupporrcd a great number of dif- 
treffed proteftants, who had fled from their habitations 
to cfcape the diabolical cruelties committed by the pa- 
pifts. But they did not long enjoy the confolation of 
living together j the good prelate was forcibly dragged 
from his epifcopal rcfidencc, which was immediately oc- 
cupied by Dr. Swiney, the popifli titular bilhop of 
Kilmore, who faid mafs in the church the Sunday fol- 
lowing, and then feized on all the goods andelfedts be- 
longing to the perfecuted bilhop. 

Immediately afterthis the papifts forced Dr. Bedell, 
his two fons, and the reft of his family, with iome of 
the chief of the proteftants whom he had protected, into 
a ruinous caftle, called Loch water, fituated in a 
lake near the fea. Here he remained with Lis com- 
panions fome wee ks, all of them daily expecting to be 
put to death. The grcateft part of ihcm were dripped 
naked, by which means, as the feafon was cold, (it be- 
ing in the month of December) and the building in 
which they were confined open at the top, they fuiilred 
the moll fevere hardfhips. 

In this fituation they continued till the 7th of Ja- N 
nuary, when they were all releafed. The bifhop was 
courteoufly received into the houfe- of Dennis O'Sheri- 
dan, one of his clergy, whom he had made a convert 
to the church of England ; but he did not long furvive 
thiskindnefs. 

During his refidence here, he fpent the whole of his 
time in religious exercifes, the better to fit and prepare 
himfelf and his forrowful companions, for their great 
change, as nothing but certain death was perpetually be- 
fore their eyes. 

At this time he was in the 71ft year of his age, and 
being afflidted with a violent ague caught in his late cold 
and defolate habitation on the lake, it foon threw him 
into a fever of the moft dangerous nature. Finding his 
diflblution at hand, he received it with joy, like one of 
the primitive martyrs juft haflening to his crown of 
glory. After having addrefled his little flock, and ex- 
horted them to patience, in the moft pathetic manner, 
as they faw their own laft day approaching ; after hav- 
ing folemnly blefied his people, his family and his chil- 
dren, he finiihed the courfe of his miniftry and life to- 
gether, on the 7th of February, 164.2. 

Now his friends and relations applied to the' intruding 
bifhop, for leave to bury him, which was with difficulty 
obtained ; he, at firft, telling them, that the church- 
yard was holy ground, and Ihould be no longer defiled 
with heretics : however, leave was at laft granted, and 
though the church funeral fervice was not ufed at the 
folemnity, (for fear of the Irifh papifts) yet fome of 
the' better fort, who had the higheft veneration for him 
when living, attended his remains to the grave. At his 
interment, they difcharged a volley of {hot, crying out, 
Requiefcat in pace ultimus Anglorum : that is, " May 
^he lalt of the Englifh reft in peace." Adding, that as 



he was one of the beft, fo he Ihould be the laft Englifti 
biftiop found among them. 

Very extenfive was his learning, and he would have 
given the world a greater proof of it, had he printed all 
he wrote. Scarce any of his writings were laved ; the 
papifts having deftroytd moft of his papers, and his 
library. 

He had gathered a vaft heap of critical (xpofnions of 
fcripture, all which, with a great trunk full ol his ma- 
nufcripts, fell into the hands ol the li ilh. Happily his 
great Hebrew MS. was preferved, and is now in the li- 
brary of Emanuel-College, Oxford. 

In the barony of Terawley, the papifts, at the infti- 
gation of their friars, compelled above 40 Engl.fh pro- 
teftants, fome of whom were women and children, to 
the hard fate either of falling by the fword, or of drown- 
ing in the fea. Thefe chilling the latter, were accord- 
ingly forced, by the naked weapons of their inexorable 
perfecutors, into the deep, where, with their children 
in their arms, they firft waded up to their chins, and af- 
terwards funk down and perilhed together. 

In the caftle of Lifguol upwatds of 1 50 men, wo- 
men, and. children, were all burnt together j and at the 
caftle- of Moneah not lefs than 100 were all put to the 
fword. Great numbers were alio murde red ar the caftle 
of Tullah, which was delivered up to M'Guire on con- 
dition of having fair quarter ; but no fooner had that 
bafe villain got poficflion of the place, than he ordered 
his followers to murder the people, which was immedi- 
ately done with the greateft cruelty. 

Several others were put to deaths of the moft horrid 
nature, a^d fuch as could have been invented only by 
daemons inftead of men. 

There were fome of them laid with the center of their 
backs on the axle-tree of a carriage, with their legs 
refting on the ground on one fide, and their arms and 
head on the other. In this pofition one of the lavages 
feourged the wretched object on the thighs, legs, ccc. 
while another fet on furious dogi, who tore to pieces 
the arms and upper parts of the body 5 and in this dread- 
lul manner were they deprived of their exiftencc. 

Sever il were fattened to horfes tails, and the bcafts 
being fct on full gallop by their riders, the wretched 
victims were dragged along till they expired. 

Many were hung on lofty gibbets, and a fire being 
kindled underthem, they finiihed their Jives, partly by 
hanging, and partly by fuffbeation. 

Nor did the more tender fcx efcape the leaft particle 
of cruelty that could be projedted by their mercilefs and 
furious perfecutors. Many women, of all ages, were 
put to deaths of the moft cruel nature. Some in parti- 
cular were faftened with their backs to ftrong pofts. 
and being ftripped to the waifts, the inhuman monfters 
cut oft' their right breafts with fhears, which of courfe, 
put them to the moft excruciating torments ; and in this 
pofition they were left, till, from the lofs of blood, they 
expired. 

So great was the favage ferocity of thefe barbarians, 
that even unborn infants were dragged from the womb 
to become victims to their rage. Many unhappy mo- 
thers were hung naked on the branches of trees, and 
their bodies being cut open, the innocent offsprings were 
taken from them, and throw n to dogs^nd fwine. And 
to increafe the horrid fcene, they would oblige the 
hulband to be a fpeclator before he fuffered Irimfelf. 

They hanged above 100 Scottifh proteftants at the 
town of Lilienfkeath, (hewing them no more mercy 
than they did to the Englifh. 

M'Guire, going to the caftle of that town, defired to 
{peak with the governor, when being admitted, he im- 
mediately burnt the records of the county, which were 
kept there." He then demanded ioooi. of the gover- 
nor, which having received, he immediately compelled 
him to hear mafs, and to fwear that he would continue 
fo to do. And to complete his horrid barbarities, he 
ordered the wife and children of the governor to be hung 
up before his face ; befides mafiacring at leaft 100 of 
the inhabitants. 

Upwards of 1000 men, women, and children, were 
driven, 
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driven, in different companies, to Portcndown bridge, 
which was broken in the middle, and there compelled 
to throw thcmfelves into the water ; and fuch as at- 
tempted to reach the more were knocked on the head. 

At the fame part of the country, at leaft four thou- 
fand perfons were drowned in different places. The 
inhuman papifts, after firft ftripping them, drove them 
like beafts to the fpot fixed on for their deftmction ; and 
if any, through fatigue, or natural infirmities, were 
Hack in their pace, they pricked them with their fwords 
and pikes ; and to ftrike a farther terror on the multi- 
tude, they murdered fome by the way. Many of thefe 
poor wretches, when thrown into the water, endea- 
voured to fave themfelves by fwimming to the fhore ; 
but their mercilefs perfecutors prevented their endea- 
vours taking effect, by fhooting them in the water. 

At one place one hundred and forty Englifh, after 
being driven for many miles ftark naked, and in the 
moft fevere weather, were all murdered on the fame 
fpot, fome being hanged, others burnt, fome fliot, and 
many of them buried alive; and fo cruel were their tor- 
mentors, that they would not fuffcr them to pray before 
they robbed them of their miferable exiftence. 

They took other companies under pretence of fafc- 
conduct, who, from that consideration, proceeded chcar- 
fully on their journey ; but when the treacherous papifts 
had got them to a convenient fpot, they butchered them 
all in the moft cruel manner. 

About one hundred and fifteen men, women, and 
children, were conducted, by order of fir Phelim 
O'Neal, to Portendown bridge, -where they were all 
forced into the river, and drowned. One woman, 
named Campbel, finding no probability of efcaping, 
fuddenly clafped one of the chief of the papifts in her 
arms, and held him fo faff, that they were both drowned 
together. 

They maffacred forty-eight families in Killoman, 
among whom twenty-two were burnt together in one 
houfe. The reft were cither hanged, {hot, or drowned. 

The inhabitants in Kilmore, w hich confided of about 
two hundred families, all fell victims to their rage. 
Some of them fat in the flocks till they confeffed where 
their money was ; after which they put thcrn to death. 
The whole country was one common fecne of butchery, 
and many thoufands perifhed, in a lhort time, by fword, 
famine, fire, water, and all other the moft cruel deaths, 
that rage and malice could invent. 

Thefe bloody villains fliewed fo much favour to 
fome as to difpatch them immediately ; but they would 
by no means fuffer them to pray. Others they im- 
prifoncd in filthy dungeons, putting heavy bolts on 
their legs, and keeping them there till they were ftarv- 
ed to death. . 

They put all the proteftants at Cafel into a loathfome 
dungeon, where they kept them together, for feveral 
weeks, in the greateft mifery. At length they were re- 
leafed, when fome of them were barbaroufly mangled, 
and left on the highways to perifh at leifure ; others 
■were hanged, and fome were buried in the ground up- 
right, with their heads above the earth, the papifts, to 
increafe their mifery, treating them with derifion during 
their fufferings. 

They murdered nine hundred and fifty-four protef- 
tants in the county of Antrim in one morning ; and af- 
terwards about twelve hundred more in that county. 

They forced twenty-four proteftants into a houfe, at 
a town called Lifnegary, and then fetting fire to it, 
burned them together, counterfeiting their outcries in 
derifion to others. 

Among other acts of cruelty, they took two children 
belonging to an Englifh woman, and dafhed out their 
brains before her face ; after which they threw the mo- 
ther into a river, and fhe was drowned. They ferved 
many other children in the like manner, to the great 
affliction of their parents, and the difgrace of human 

All the proteftants in Kilkenny, without exception, 
were put to death ; and fome of them in fo cruel a man- 
ner, as, perhaps, was never before thought of. 

An Englifh woman they beat with fuch lavage bar- 



barity, that fhe had fcarce a whole bone left ; after 
which they threw her into a ditch ; but not fatisficd 
with this, they took her child, a girl about fix years of 
age, and after ripping up it's belly, threw it to it's mo- 
ther, there to languifh till it perifhed. 

One man they forced to go to mafs, after which they 
ripped open his body, and in that manner left him. They 
rawed another afundcr, cut the throat of his wife, and 
after having dafhed out the brains of their child, an in- 
fant, threw it to the fwine, who greedily devoured it. 

Haying committed thefe, and many other horrid 
cruelties, they took the heads of feven proteftants, and 
among them that of a pious minifter,. all which they 
fixed up at the market crofs. They put a gag into the 
minifter's mouth, then flit his cheeks to his ears, and 
laying a leaf of a bible before it, bid him preach, for 
his mouth was wide enough. They did feveral other 
things by way of derifion, and expreffed the greateft 
fatisfaction at having thus murdered, and expofed the 
unhappy proteftants. 

lmpoffible is it to conceive the plcafurethefe mon- 
fters. took in excrcifing their cruelty ; and to increafe 
the mifery of thole who fell into their hands, when 
they butchered them they would fay, " Your foul to 
the devil." 

One of thefe mifcreants would come into a houfe 
with his hands imbrued in blood, and boaft that it was 
Englifh blood, and that his fword had pricked the white 
fkins of the proteftants, even to the hilt. 

As foon as any one of them had killed a proteftant, 
others would come and receive a gratification in cut- 
ting and mangling the body ; after which they left it 
expofed to be devoured by dogs ; and when they had 
flain a number of them they would boaft, that the devil 
was beholden to them for fending fo many fouls to hell. 

It is no wonder that they fhould thus treat the in- 
nocent chriftians, when they hefitatcd not to commit 
blafphemy againft God, and his moft holy word. 

They burnt two protcftajit bibles in one place, and 
then faid they had burnt hell-fire. In the church at 
Powerfcourt they burnt the pulpit, pews, chefts, and 
bibles belonging to it. They took other bibles, and 
after wetting them with dirty water, dafhed them in the 
face of the proteftants, faying, ■* Wc know you love 
a good leffon ; here is an excellent one for you s 
come to-morrow, and you fhall have as good a fermon 
as this." 

Many of the proteftants they dragged by the hair of 
their heads into the church, where they ftripped and 
whipped them in the moft cruel manner, telling them, 
at the fame time, " That if they came to-morrow, they 
fhould hear the like fermon." 

They put to death feveral miniftcrs in Munfter, in 
the moft fhocking manner. One, in particular, they 
ftripped ftark naked, and driving him before them, 
pricked him with fwords and darts till he fell down, and 
expired. 

In fome places they plucked out the eyes, and cut off 
the hands of the proteftants, and in that manner turned 
them into the fields, there to wander out their miferable 
exiftence. 

Many young men they alfo obliged to force their 
aged parents to a river, where they were drowned ; 
wives to affift in hanging their hufbands ; and mothers 
to cut the throats of their children. 

They compelled a young man in one place to kill his 
father, and then immediately hanged him. In another 
they forced a woman to kill her hufband, then obliged 
the fon to kill her, and afterwards fhot him through 
the head. 

At a place called Glaflow, a popifli prieft, with 
fome others, prevailed on forty proteftants to be re- 
conciled to the church of Rome. They had no fooner 
done this, than they told them they were in a good 
faith, and that they would prevent their falling from 
it, and turning heretics, by fending them out of 
the world, which they did by immediately cutting their 
throats. 

Upwards of thirty proteftants, men, women, and 
children, in the county of Tipperary, fell into the 
hands 
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hands of the papifts, who, after itripping them naked, 
murdered them with ftones, pole-axes, fwords, and other 
inftruments. 

In the county of Mayo about fixty proteftants, fif- 
teen of whom were miniftersj were, upon covenant, to 
be fafely conducted tO|Galway, by one Edmund Burke 
and his foldiers; but that inhuman monfter by the way 
drew his fword, as an intimation of his defign to the 
reft, who immediately followed his example, and mur- 
dered the whole, fome of .whom they ftabbed, others 
were run through the body with pikes, and feveral were 
drowned. 

Great numbers of proteftants in Queen's county were 
put to the mod fhocking deaths. Fifty or fixty were 
placed together in one houfe, which being fet on fire, 
they all perifhed in the flames. 

Several were ftripped naked, and being faftened to 
horfes by ropes placed round their middles, were drag- 
ged through bogs till they expired in the greateft tor- 
ture. 

Several were hung by the feet to tenter-hooks driven 
into poles; and left till they perifhed in that wretched 
pofture. 

Some were faftened to the trunk of a tree, with a 
branch at top. Over this branch hung one arm, which 
principally fupported the weight of the body ; and one 
of the legs was turned up, and faftened to the trunk, 
while the other hung ftrait. In this dreadful and un- 
eafy pofture did they remain, as long as life would 
permit, pleafing fpcclacles to their blood-thiifty perfc- 

Seventecn men were buried alive at Clownes; and 
an Englifhman, his wife, five children, and a fervant 
maid, were all hung together, and their bodies afterwards 
thrown into a ditch. 

Many were hung by the arms to branches of trees, 
with a weight to their feet ; and others by the middle, 
in which poftures they left them till they expired. 

Others were hung on windmills, and before they were 
half dead, the barbarians cut them in pieces with their 
fwords. Some, both men, women, and children, they 
cut and hacked in various parts of their bodies, and left 
them wallowing in their blood to perifh where they fell. 
One poor woman they hung on a gibbet, with her child, 
an infant about a twelvemonth old, the latter of whom 
was hung by the neck with the hair of it's mother's 
head, and in that manner finifhed it's fhort but mifcr- 
able exiftence'. 

No lefs than three hundred proteftants were drowned 
in one day in the county of Tyrone ; and many others 
were hanged, burned, and otherwife put to death. 

Dr. Maxwell, rector, of Tyrone, lived at this time 
near Armagh, and fuffercd greatly from thefe mercilefs 
favages. This perfon, in his examination, taken upon 
oath before the king's commiffioncrs, declared, that the 
Irifh papifts owned to him, that they, at feveral times, 
had deftroyed, in one place, 1 2,oo<5 proteftants, whom 
they inhumanly flaughtered at Glynwood, in their flight 
from the county of Armagh. 

The river Bann being not fordable, and the bridge 
broken down, the Irifh forced thither, at different times, 
a great number of unarmed defehcelefs proteftants, and 
with pikes and fwords violently thruft above one thou- 
fand into the river, where they miferably perilhed. 

The cathedral of Armagh did not efcape the fury of 
thefe barbarians, it being malicioufly fet on fire by their 
leaders, and burnt to the ground. And to extirpate, if 
poffible, the very race of thofe unhappy proteftants, who 
lived in or near Armagh, the Irifh firft burnt all their 
houfes, and then gathered together many hundreds of 
thofe innocent people, young and old, on pretence of 
allowing them a guard and fafe conduct to Colerain ; 
when they treacheroufLy fell on them by the way, and 
inhumanly murdered them all. 

Similar barbarities were pradifed on the wretched 
proteftants in almott all parts of the kingdom j and, 
when an eflimate was afterwards' made of the number 
who were facrificed to gratify the diabolical fouls of the 
papifts, it amounted to one hundred and fifty thoufand. 
No. 80. 



But it now remains that we proceed to the particulars 
that' followed. 

Now thefe defperate wretches, flufhed and grown in- 
folent with fuccefs, (though by methods attended with 
fuch exceffive barbarities as perhaps not to be equalled) 
foon got poffeffioii of the caftle of Newry, where the 
king's ftores and ammunition w ere lodged j and, with 
as little difficulty, made thcmfelvcs matters of Dundalk. 
They afterwards took the town of Ardcc, where ihev 
murdered all the proteftants, and then proceeded to 
Drogheda. The garrifon of Drogheda was in no con- 
dition to fuftain a liege, notwithstanding which, as often 
as the Irifh renewed their attacks, they were vigoroufly 
repulfed, by a very unequal number of the king's forces, 
and a few faithful prdteftant citizens under fir Henry 
Tichborne, the governor, affiftcd by the lord vifcount 
Moore. The fiege of Drogheda began on the 30th of 
November, i64i,and held till the 4th of March, 1642; 
when fir Phelim O'Neal, and the Irifh mifcreants under 
him, were forced to retreat. 

During this time ten thoufand troops were fent from 
Scotland to the relief of the remaining proteftants in 
Ireland, which being properly divided in the moft capi- 
tal parts of the kingdom, happily eclipfed the power of 
the Irifli favages ; and the proteftants, for a time, lived 
happy and unmolcftcd. 

However in the reign of king James II. they were 
again interrupted, for in a parliament held at Dublin in 
the year 1689, great numbers of the proteftant nobility, 
clergy, and gentry of Ireland, were attainted of high 
treafon. The government of the kingdom was, at that 
time, inverted in the earl of Tyrconnel, a bigoted pa- 
pift, and an inveterate enemy to the proteftants. By 
his orders they were again perfecuted in various parrs 
of the kingdom. The revenues of the city of Dublin 
were feized, and moft of the churches converted into pri- 
fons. And had it not been for the refolution and un- 
common bravery of thegarrifons of the city of London- 
derry, and the town of Innifkillin, there had not one 
place remained for refuge to the diflreffed proteftants 
in the whole kingdom ; but all muft have been given 
up to king James, and to the furious popifh party that 
governed him. 

On the 18th of April, 1689, the remarkable fiege of 
Londonderry was opened by twenty thoufand papifts, 
the flower of the lnfli army. The city was not pro- 
perly circumftanced to fuftain a fiege, the defenders 
confifting of a body of raw undifciplined proteftants, 
who had fled thither for fhelter, "and half a regiment of 
lord Mountjoy's difciplined foldiers, with the principal 
part of the inhabitants, making in all only fevefi thou- 
fand three hundred and fixty one fighting men. 

At firft the befieged hoped, that their ftores of corn, 
and other neceflaries, would be fufficient ; but by the 
continuance of the fiege their wants increafedj and 
thefe became at laft fo heavy, that for a confiderabie 
time before the fiege was raifed, a pint of coarfe barley, 
a fmall quantity of greens, a few fpoonfuls of ftartch,. 
with a very moderate proportion of horfe flefh, were 
reckoned a week's provifion for a foldier. And they 
were, at length, reduced to fuch extremities, that they 
eat dogs, cats, and mice. 

While their miferies increafed with the fiege, many, 
through mere hunger and want, pined and languifhed 
away, or fell dead in the ftreets. And it is remarkable, 
that when their long expected fuccours arrived from 
England, they were upon the point of being reduced to 
this alternative, either to preferve their exiftence by eat- 
ing each other, or attempting to fight their way through 
the Irifh, which muft have infallibly produced their de- 
flruction. 

Moft happily thefe fuccours were brought by the fhip 
Mountjoy, of Derry, and the Phoenix, of Colerain, at 
which time they had only nine lean horfes left, with a 
pint of meal to each man. By hunger, and the fatigues 
of war, their feven thoufand three hundred and fixty- 
one fighting men were reduced to four thoufand thire 
hundred, one-fourth paift^; w hom were rendered unfit 
for firvice. 

10 X As 
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As the calamities of the beiieged were-vcry great, fo' •; 
likewife were the terrors and fuftcrings of their protef- 
tartt friends and relations; all of whom (even women 
and children) were forcibly driven from the country 
thirty miles round, and inhumanly reduced to the fad 
neceffityof continuing fome days and nights; without 
food or covering, before the walls of the town ; and 
were thus expofed to the continual fire both of the trim 
army from without, and the {hot of their friends- from 
within. ... 

The fuccours from England happily arriving, pilt ari 
end to their affliction ; and the fiege was railed on the 
3'ift of July, having been continued-upward^ of three 
months before. ' '« . 

The very day before the fiege of Londonderry was • 
raifed, the Inhifkilliners engaged a body of fix thtitifarid 
Irifh Roman catholics, at Newton Butler, or Crown- 
Caftle, of whom near five thoufand were flam. This, 
with the defeat at Londonderry, difpirited the papifls, 
, and they gave up all farther • attempts to perfecute the 
p'roteftants. 

In the following year, viz. 1690, the Irifh took up 
arms in favour of the abdicated prifice, king James II. 
but they were totally defeated by his fucceffor king Wil- 
liam the Third. That monarch, before he left the 
country, reduced them to a ftate of fubjection, in which 
they have ever firice continued ; and it is to be hoped 
will fo remain as long as time fliall continue. 

In the year 173 i, by a report made in Ireland, it ap- 
peared, that a great number of ecclefiaftics had, in de- 
fiance "of the laws; flocked into that kingdom; that 
fcveral convents had been bpened by jefuits, monks, and 
Friars; that many new and pompous mafs-houfes had 
been erected in fome of the molt confpicuous parts of 
their great cities, where there had not been any before ; 
and that fuch fwarms of vagrant, immoral Romiih pi iefta 



had- ap^a'feyy. that the very pa^il^"'fH<. i fhfe1v& 
cfefed'them as : ah urin'eceffary loadI : . • . : 

TSTotwithftanding all this, the protcftant- }rA€t^m 
preferif {lands upon- a much ffronger bafia' thaiV.'if did a 
century ago. The Irifh, who formerly l'ed>n unfetdrd 
arid rowing life, in the w'oods,.bogs-, and mountains," andl 
lived drt the depredation of their neighbours; they who ; 
irf the morning feized the prey, and at night divided the 
fpoil, halVe, for many years paft, become quiet and' civk.- 
Hzed. They tarfte the Tweets of Englifh. fociety, afnd fhe 
advantages of civil government. They trade in Otitf. 
cities, and are employed in our manufactures. They; 
are received alfo'irito Englifh families; arid are treated, 
by the' proteftant's with great humanity. . ; 

The heads, of their dans, arid the chiefs of the greae 
Irifh families, who.cruelly oppreffed aii'd tyrannized over- . 
their vaflals, are now dwindled, in a> great meafure, to 
nothing; and rhoft of the ancient popifh' ndbility aridl 
gentry of Irelandhavc renounced the Romiih religioft- 
and fuperftition. 

It is alfo to be hoped, that ineftimable benefits will 
arife frorh the eftablifhment of proteftant fchools in- 
various parts of the kingdom, in which the children of 
the Roman catholics arc inftructed in religion and read- 
ing, whereby the mift of ignorance is difpeUed from* 
; their eyes, which was the great fource of the cruel tranf-< 
actions .that have' taken place, at different periods, in 
that country. 

For the fake of preferving the proteftant i rite reft in 
1 1 eland upon a folid bails, it behoves all in whom that 
power is inverted, to difcharge it with the ftricielt affi- 
duity and attention ; for mould it once again lofe ground, 
there is no doubt but the papifls would take thole ad- 
vantages they have hitherto done, and thoufarids might 
yet fall victims to their malicious bigotry. 
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THIS ingenious author was born at Bofton, in Lin- 
coinfhire, A. D. 1517 ; the very year, when Luther, 
in Germany, began the reformation. 

Mr. Fox's faiher died when he was very young ; and, 
his mother marrying again, he came under the tutelage 
of a father-in-law ; with whom he dwelt, till the age of 
fixteen, at which time he was entered of Brafen-Nofe 
college, Oxford; and was chamber-fellow with the 
celebrated Dr. Alexander Nowel, afterwards dean of St. 
Paul's. Mr. Fox plied his academical ftudies, with 
equal affiduity, improvement; and applaufe. In 1538, 
he took the degree of bachelor in arts ; and that ot mal- 
ter, in 1543. The fame year, he was elected fellow of 
Magdalen college. 

Upon his firft removal to the univerfity, and for fome 
time after, he was ftrongly attached to the herefies and 
fuperftitions of popery. To his zeal for thefe, he ad- 
ded a life ftrictly regular and moral. His indefatigable 
and profound refearches into ecclefiaftical hiftory, and 
the writings of the primitive fathers ; and, above all, 
■ his thorough acquaintance with the holy fcripture, in 
it's original languages, became the means of convincing 
him to what an immenfe diftance. the Romifh church 
has departed from the faith, practice, and ipirit.of chnf- 

m wYth trie-intent to make himfelf yet a more compe- 
tent judge of the controverfies then in debate between 
proteftaTUS and papifts, he fearched with indefatigable 
affiduity into the ancient and modern hiftory ot the 
ehurch . And with fuch zeal arid induftry did Mr. Fox 
. apply himfelf to thefe inquiries, that, before he was 30 
VcSrs of age, he had read over all the Greek and all the. 
Latin fathers ; all. the fchplaftic writers ; : together- with 
• the acts of all the councils ;.-and, moreover, made him- 
felf mafler of the Hebrew language. But frorn this 
ftrict and fevere application, by night as well as by day ; 



( from forfaking his old popifh fricrids, and courting the 
I rrioft feque'ftcred retirement; froin the dubious and heu 
fitating manner, in Which, when he cquld hot avoid 
being in company, he fpoke of religious fubjects; and, 
above all, from his fparing attendance on the public 
worfhip of the church, which he had, before, been re- 
markable for ftrictly and conftantly frequenting; arofe 
the firft fui mizes of his being alienated from the reigning 
fupcrllitioris, and infected with (what the bigoted Ro« 
maniits termed) the "new herefies/' 

Thus, we find the humble and benevolent Mr. Fox- 
was not without his enemies ; yet through grace, he de- 
termined to .venture the fofs of all things, for Chrift's 
fake : in confequence of which, he openly piofeffed the 
gofpel, and was publicly accufed of hercfy. His college 
paffed judgment on him, as an heretic convicted-; and, 
he faw himfelf expelled from the univeriity in a fliorr. 
time after. 

This gentleman's troubles fat the heavier on him, as 
they loft him the countenance and good offices of his 
friends, who were afraid to affill and protect a pcrfon 
condemned for a capital effence. His father-in-law, 
particular)', feized this 'opportunity to wirh-hold from 
Mr. Fox the efface which his own father had left him; 
thinking, that he, who'ftood in danger of the law him- 
felf, would with difficulty find relief by legal means. 

Thus forfaken and oppreffed, Mr. Fox was 'reduced 
to great ftraights ; when God railed him up an unex- 
pected patron. in fir Thomas Lucy, of Warwickfliire-s 
who received him into his houfe, and made him tutor 
to his children. Heie he married a 'citizen's 'daughter, 
of Coventry ; and continued in fir Thomas's family, till 
his pupils were grown up: after which, he, uiiii fome 
difficulty, procured entertainment with his wife's father, 
at Coventry ; from Whence, a few years before' tRe 'death 
of Henry VIII. he rcriioved to London.- 

Being, 
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land, Mr. Fox, in a fermon then- preached by him at 
Bafil, publickly and poiitively predicted, that the day 
then next enfuing would be the lait of her. life. An 
event fo circumftantially foretold, by one at fuch a dif- 
rance from the place of Mary's refidence, and fo punc- 
tually accomplished, by the hand of Divine Providence^ 
could only be made known to the prcdicter, by revela- 
tion from the Almighty. 

The accefTion of Elizabeth to the throne, encouraged 
Mr. Fox to return home: where,, on his arrival, he found 
a faithful and ferviceable friendj in his late pupil, the 
duke of Norfolk; who hofpitably and nobly entertained 
him, at his manor of Chrift-Church, in London, -till 
his [i. e. till the duke's] death : from which latter period; 
Mr. Fox inherited a penfion, bequeathed to him by his 
deceafed benefactor, and ratified by his fon the earl of 
Suffolk. 

Nor-did the good man's fuccefies flop here. On be- 
ing rcconmnended to the queen, by her fecretary of fhite, 
the great Ceci] . her majefty gave him the prebendary of 
Shipton, in ^tht cathedral of Salifbury; which' 



Being, for a confiderable time after his arrival in the 
capital without employment or preferment, he was again 
reduced to extreme want. But the Lord's good provi- 
dence relieved him, at length in the following extra- 
ordinary manner. As he was fitting one day in St. 
Paul's church, his eyes hollow, his countenance wan 
and pale, and his whole body emaciated (or, rather, 
within a little of being literally fiaryed to death); a 
perfon whom he never remembered to have feen before, 
came and fat down by him; and, accofting him fami- 
liarly, put a refpcdlable fum of money into his hand, 
faying, Be of good comfort, Mr. Fox;, take care of 
yourfelf, and ufe all. means to preferve your life ; for 
depend upon it, God will, in a few days, give you a 
better profpect, and more certain means of fubfiftence. 
He, afterwards, ufed his utmoft endeavours to find out 
the perfon, by whofe bounty he had been fo feafonably 
relieved ; but he was never able to gain any difcovery. . 
However, the prediction was fulfilled ; for, within 
three days from that memorable incident, he was taken 
into the duchefs of Richmond's' family, to be tutor to. 
her nephew the earl of Surrey's children, who (on the 
imprifonment of the earl, and of his father the duke of 
Norfolk, in the tower) were committed for education 
to the care of the duchefs. 

With this female, Mr. Fox lived at Ryegate, in Surrey, 
during the latter part of Henry V Ill's reign, the five 
years reign of king Edward VI. and ,part of queen 
Mary's. Gardiner, the bloody bifhbp of Winchefter, 
in whofe diocefe this good man.fo long lived, would 
have foon brought him to the ftiambles, had he not 
been protected by one of his noble pupils, then duke of 
Norfolk. Gardiner always hated Mr. Fox (who, it is 
faid, was the'firft perfon that ventured to preach the gof- 
pel at Ryegate); and faw, with deep concern, the heir 
of one of the nobleft families in the kingdom, trained up 
in attachment to protcftantifm, under Mr. Fox's in- 
fluenced The prelate, therefore, formed various de- 
figns againft the fafety of the latter ; and' fought, by 
many artifices and ftratagems, to work his ruin. The 
holy man who was no lefs fuipicious of the bifhop, than 
the bifhop was of him, found himfelf obliged in pru- 
dence (though much againft the duke's inclination, who 
loved and revered him as a father) to quit his native 
land,- and feck fhelter abroad. His grace of Norfolk, 
perceiving that no arguments nor intreaties could induce 
his honoured tutor to remain in England, took care to 
provide him with every accommodation requifite for 
his voyage. Mr. Fox, accordingly, fet fail from Ipf- 
wich haven, accompanied by his wife, who was then 
pregnant, and by feveral other perfons who were leaving 
their country, on a religious- account. The velTel had 
not been very long at fea, before a ftorm arofe; which, 
the next day, drove them back into the port from whence 
they had fet our. Having, with great difficulty and 
danger reached the land, Mr. Fox was faluted with in- 
dubitable •inforniation i that bilhop Gardner had ifiued 
a warrant for apprehending him,.and was caufing the 
mod diligent fearch to be made after him. On this, he 
made intereft with the mafter of the fhip to put to fea 
again, without delay;, though at evident hazard of their 
lives, as the tempeft had not yet fublided. Through 
God's goodnefs, however, they all arrived, in two days, 
at Nieuport in Flanders; from whence Mr. Fox and his 
company travelled to Antwerp, and Frankfort; and fo 
to Bafil, in Switzerland, whither great numbers of the 
Englilh rcforted in thole times of domeftic perfec- 
tion and troubles. 

About this time the city of Bafil was one of the moft 
famous in Europe, for printing; and many of the 
learned refugees, who retired thither, got their fub- 
;li(lencc by rcvifing and correcting the prefs. To this 
ployment Mr. Fox betook himfelf; and it was here, 
it he laid the flirt plan of his ineftimable hiftoryand 
nartyrologv, intifled, " Acts and Monuments of the 
""hurch." 

In the month of November, 1558, the bloody Queen 
tfary died, and, the day before ihe died in Eng- 



upon hiiri ; for he brought himfelf 



with difficulty to accV^t; 0 f j t _ ^, , , ,,,, lv ... 

archbifhop Parker fun^oned "him "to"'fubfcrfbe • "Fit 
hope, » that the general rt mtation of nis piety m ; hc 
give the greater countenance ti... pnformit „ But jn _ 
ftead of complying with the comi., nd> Mr> Fox lkd ' 
out of his pocket the New Teftame... j n Greek - and 
holding it up, faid, To this will I l*, fcr jb e . ' And ' 
when a fubfeription to the candns Was req.: red of him » 
he refufed; faying, 1 bave nothing in the chui.^ but a 
prebend at Salifbury; and if you rake it awa, irom 
me, much good may it do you. He was however l . r '_ 
mitted till his death to retain it. 

Mr. Fox, on his re-fettlement here, fat himfelf to re- 
vife arid enlarge his admirable Martyrology. With pro- 
digious pains, and conftant ftudy, he finiihed that cele- 
brated work in ii years; For the fake of greater cor- 
rectnefs, he never employed any amanuenfis ; but wrote , 
every line of this vaft book with his own hand, and 
fearched and tranferibed. all the records and papers him- 
felf. But, by fuch exceffive toil, leaving no part of his 
time free from ftudy, rior affording himfelf either the re- 
pofe or recreations which nature required; his health 
was fo reduced, and his perfon became fo emaciated and 
altered, that fuch of his friends and relations', as only 
converfed with him occafionally, could not recollect, him 
at fight. Yet, though he grew daily more lean, withered, 
and exhaulted ; his hard lludies went on as brifkly as 
ever, nor would he be perfuaded to leifen his .accuflomed 
labours. The papiftsj fbrefeeing how extremely de- 
trimental his hiftory of their errors and cruelties would 
prove to their caufc, exerted their whole art and 
ftrength, to leffen the reputation of his work. This 
malice of thcir's was of fignal fervice, both to Mr. Fox 
himfelf, and to the church of God at large: as it even- 
tually made his book more intrinlically valuable, by, in- 
ducing him to weigh, with the moft exact and fcrqpu- 
lous attention, the certainty of the facts he recorded, 
and the validity of the authorities from whenCe he drew 
his informations and accounts. 

Thus having long ferved both the church and the 
world by his miniflry, by his pen, and by {he unfullicd 
luftre of a beneficent, ufeful, and holy life, he comfort- 
ably refigned his foul to Chrift, on the 1 8th' of April', 
1587. ' He was interred in the chancel of St. Giles's, 
Cripplegate ; of which pariih he had been, in the be- 
ginning of Elizabeth's reign, for fome time, vicar. 

The Lord had given him a forefight of his departure; 
and fo fully perfuaded was he, that the time was jult 
at hand, when hc lhould quit the body, that (probably, 
to enjoy unmoleftcd communion with God, and to have, 
no wordly interruptions in his laft hours) he purpofely 
fent his two fons from home, though he loved them with, 
great tendernefs ; and, before they returned, his fpirir^ 
as he had forefeen would be the cafe, was tiown to hea- 



FINIS- 



DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDERS 

OF 

FOX's ORIGINAL and COMPLETE BOOK of MARTYRS. 

AN ENTIRE NEW EDITION, REVISED, CORRECTED, AND IMPROVED. , 
Embellifhed with an Entire New Arrangement of Copper-Plates, which muftbe placed as follow: 



THE FRONTISPIECE, containing the martyr- 
doms of our BlclTed Lord and Saviour, his 
Apoftles, .Dilciples, &c. to face the Title-page/ 
A Proteftant Minifter of Hungary with ducks/ 

geefe, &c. hunted to death by dogs •— / 026 
Reprefentation of the tortures ufed in tfce In- 

y 903 



947 



quifition 

. Reprefentation of the principal fo 
bloody Irifh maffacre -"y 
Calepodius, a Ghriftian Minifb^ thrown 

river Tyber 

- A Bookfelier at Avign^ burnt for fdlin 8 bib,es 8 73 
The baron of Sca^ ifl Bohemia, having his 

tongue cut ou>-' 9 2 5 

Executions / tl £ E ." glifll P roteftants 

LotlanK 1n St. Giles's 
A g^eman of Bohemia ftrangled 
'jL/beheading of Flora and Mary, twt 

-ladies, at Carduba in Spain 

;/Mr. John Calas, a merchant broke c 
at Thouloufe in France 



called 



939 
927 



the wheel 



879 



Fourfcore chriftian minifters burnt together in a 

{hip, by order of Valens, emperor of Rome . 855 
Martyrdom of Caffian, a chriftian fchool-mafter, at 
- Imola .... .... 854 

The burning of the city of Rome, by order of the 

emperor Nero 825 

Four proteftants ftrangled and burnt 9+8 

Burning of John Rogers, Tho. Saunders, and 
bilhop Hooper — and Dr. Taylor rebuking a 

popiih prieft, &ic. 96 

Marcus, biftiop of Arethufa, rubbed with honey 

and ftung to death by wafps 854. 

The prince of Orange ftiot at Delft In Holland . 93 5 
Martyrdoms of bifhops Ridley and Latimer at Oxford 357 
Sir Edmund Bury Godfrey ftrangled in Somerfct- 

houfe .... .758 

Martyrdom of feventy proteftants, by order of the 
Pope .... .... .... 873 

Martyrdom of Francis Gamba, at Milan in Italy 913 
Several proteftants fhot by the foldiers at Vaffy 

in France 91.8 

CyprianiaBuftia, a Piedmontefe, ftarved to death, 

and thrown to dogs 917 

The maffacre of the proteftants in Paris, in the 
year 1572 .... .... 725 

Julitta, a Liconfon, racked to death, and her 

child's brains daflied out 847 

Ignatius, bilhop of Antioch, torn to pieces by 

wild beafts .... 827 

* Two lifters of bilhop Simeon fawed into quarters 

in Perfia .... .... .... 851 

Dominico Berto torn to death with red hot pincers 877 
Martyrdoms of the Rev. Mr. John Cardmaker, 
John Warne, and Geo. Marth — Philips and 
Alphonfus difputing with the Rev. Mr. Brad- 
ford — and the archbilhop of York, &c. difput- 
ing with Mr. Bradford in the Compter . . 



Maffacre in the vallies of Piedmont, in Italy . 913 

Rochus, a carver of. St. Lucar, burnt for defacing 
a figh of the Virgin Mary , 888 

Mr. Nich. Burton tortured at Cadiz 657 

Martyrdoms of Robert Mills, Stephen Cotton, 
Robert Dynes, Stephen Wight, John Slade, 
Wm. Pikes, Wm. Seaman, Tho. Carman, Tho. 
Hudfon, John Noyes,- and John Kurde . . 645 - 

The burning of Mr. Julius Palmer, Mr. John. 
Givin, Tho. Afkin, and Mrs. Catharine Cawches 
and her two daughters, with the infant fon of 
Mrs. Mafley .... 53c 

Reprefentation of Mr. Cuthbert Sympfon on the 
rack— and Mr. Tho. Hinfhaw fcourged by 
bilhop Bonner 638 

Hermenigildus, prince of the Goths, hewn to 
pieces by order of his father .... 859 

Burning of Rich. Woodman, Geo. Stevens, Wm. 
Maynard, Alex. Hofman, -Tho. Wood, Margery- 
Morris, Jarries Morris, Mrs. Alhdowne, Mrs. 
Gloves, dhd Mrs. Burges— and Rofe Allln'a 
hand burnt with a candle .... 588 

The cruel manner in which the proteftants were 
dragged through bogs in Ireland 948 

View of the infide of Lollard's tower— and bilhop 
Bonner's manner of torturing the proteftants . 940 

Sraniflaus, bilhop of Cracow, murdered at the 
altar by Boleflaus, king of Poland 869 

Martyrdoms of T. Lofeby, H. Rarhfey, T. Thir- 
tell, Margaret Hide, and Agnes Stanley — and 
William Flower in St. Margaret's church- 

y* rd ' 577 

The martyrdom of T. Whittle, B. Green, J. Tut- 
fon, J. Wenr, J. Brown, Ifabella Fofter, Joan 
Warne, John Lomas, A. Albright, J. Catmer, 
A. Snoth, J. Sale, Agnes Potten, John Trunch-. 
field, Lyfter, Mace, Spencer, Joyne, Nicholas* 

and Hammond 431 

: martyrs " burnt together at 

Mr. J. Philpot praying at the place of his mar- 
tyrdom in Smithfield 422 

A woman with her fucking infant tied together 
in a bag and thrown into a river in Scotland — 
and four men hanged for eating goofe on a faft- 

day .... 758 

< The burning of the Rev. Mr. Braham— the appear., 
ance of a monftrous large owl; furprifes the pope 
and all his clergy — Martyrdom of Mr. Richard 
Feuriers — and poor men doing penance, by 
carrying draw, &c. .... ' .... 819 

Saturnius, biftiop of Thouloufe, fattened by the 
feet to the tail of a bull and dragged down the 
fteps of the Temple .... S35 

"The Rev. Adrian Chalinlky roafted alive by a flow 

fire in Lithuania 936 

Adalbert, biftiop of Prague, murdered with darts 
fj^t Dantzick .... 8.64 



I N D E X 



TO PART I. 

CONTAINING 

The LIVES, DEATHS, and SUFFERINGS, of the MARTYRS, in the Reign of 
Queen MARY I. 



ABBES, James, burnt 
Adlington, Henry, burnt 
Albright, Anne, burnt 
Alcock, John, died in prifon 
Aleworth, John, died in prifon 
Allen, William, burnt 
Allin, Edmund, burnt 
Allin, Catherine, burnt 
Allin, Rofe, burnt 
Allcrton, Ralph, burnt 
Ambrofe, George, burnt 
Andrew, William, died in prifon 
Anfley, Capt. his laft fpeech 
Apprice, John, burnt 
Archer, John, ftarved to death 
Armftrong, Sir. Tho. 
Appleby, Walter, burnt 
Appleby, Pentronil, burnt 
Ardelcy., John, burnt 
Argylc, Earl of, his laft fpeech 
Arthur, Earl of Eflex 
Aftiedon, John 
Aihley, James, burnt 
Afkew, Joliasi his letter 
Afkin, Thomas, burnt 
Afhdon, Mrs. burnt 
Alton, Mr. Robert, deprived 
Athoth, Thomas, executed 
Avington, Thomas, executed 
Avington, Thomas, burnt 
- Auftoo, James, burnt 
Auftoo, Margery, burnt 



620,626 
620,626 



283 



64S 



Bamford. William, burnt 
Banion, Thomas, burnt 653 
Bateman, Charles, martyred 779 
Battifcomb, Chriftophcr, hanged 785 
Beach, Joan, burnt 
Bernard, Roger, burnt 
Benbridgc, Thomas, burnt 
Benden, Alice, burnt 584 
Benbld, Thomas, burnt 614 
Bland, John, burnt 
Boddy, Henry, executed 
Bongeor. William, burnt 614 
Bongeor, Agnes, burnt 628 
Bowyer, Thomas, burnt 5 1 5 

Bradford, Mr. burnt ' 188 

Bradbridge, Matthew, burnt 573 
Bradbridge, Joan, burnt 582 
Bradbridge, Joan, widow, burnt 584 
Br6dbridge, George, burnt 284 
Brown, Thomas, burnt 438, 453 
Brown, Chrittophcr, burnt 654 
Burton, Nicholas, an Englifh 

merchanr, burnt in Spain 65- 
Burgis, Dennis, executed 588, 6j 
Bungey, Cornelius, burnt 291 
-Burward, Anthony, burnt 28. 



Cartwright, Dr. Nich. deprived 
Carver, Dirick, burnt 
Catmer, George, burnt 284 
Catmer, Joan, burnt 45 5 

Cavel, John 493 
Caufton, Thomas, burnt 132 
Cawch, Lyon, burnt 5 1 5 

Cawches, Catherine, and her two 

daughters, burnt at Guernfey 453 
Chamberlain, Nicholas, burnt 187 
Chittenden, D. ftarved to death 555 
Clark, John, ftarved to death 555 
Clark, John, burnt 877 
Cob, Thomas, burnt 2 84 

Coberly, William, burnt 
Coo, Roger, burpt 
Coker, William, burnt 
Colliar, Richard, burnt . 
Cooke, John, burnt 
Cooper, Elizabeth, burnt 
Copin, Bartholomew, perfecuted 748 
Cornford, John, burnt .634 
Cotton, Stephen, burnt 645, 662 
Cox, William, executed 797 
Cranmcr, Archbifhop; burnt 455 
Crafh field, Richard, burnt 610 
Crokel, Mr. Edmund, deprived 556 
Croker, Thomas, burnt 

D 

Dangeifield, William, his wife, 
child, and mother, cruel ufage 
to them 
Day, Richard, burnt 
Denley, John, burnt ■■ 
Denny, John, burnt . 
Derifal, John, burnt 
Dcvenilh, John, burnt 
Dougate, Thomas 
Drakes, Mr. Robert, burnt 
Driver, Alice, burnt 
Drowry, Thomas, burnt 
Dungate, Thomas, burnt 
Dy nes, Robert, burnt 



Paget 

5 56 Flower, William, burnt 
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Eolks, Elizabeth, burnt 614 

John, burnt 551 

Foreman, John, burnt 631 

Fofter, lfabcl, burnt 43 8, 454 

Fofter, Adam, burnt 5 1 8 
Fofter, William, ftarved to death 555 

Foxe, Hugh, burnt 639 

Frankefti, John, burnt 250 

Fryar, John, burnt 619 

Fuft, Thomas, burnt 279 



Gates, fir John, beheaded 68 

Gaunt, Elizabeth, frittered at 

Wapping 788 

George, Agnes, burnt 515 

George, Chriftkn, burnt 641 

Gibfon, Richard, burnt 633 

Gilford, Lord, beheaded 27 

~" rer, Robert, burnt 284 

Godfrey, lir Edmund-Bury 758 
Gordon, Lord George, perfecuted 816 



Gouch, Alexander, burnt 
Gray,, Lady Jan-, beheaded 
Gratwickc, Stephen, burnt 

_ Bartlct, burnt 
Green, Thomas, whipped 
Grove, Mrs. burnt 
Grover,Chriftian 
Gwin, John, burnt 

H 



649 



588 
631 



Cardmaker, John, burnt 
Carelefs, John, died in prifon 
Carman, Thomas, burnt 
No. 80. 



Hale, William, burnt :. 279 

Hale, Thomas, burnt 653 

Hall, Nicholas, burnt 25c 
Hall, Richard, executed at Sh'rewf- 

bury . ' 798 

Hallingdale, John, burnt 633 

Hallyucl, William,.burnt 515 

Hamling, Simon, executed 799 

Hammond, : John, burnt' . 510 

Harland, Thomas, burnt 515 

Flarland, Thomas, burnt 631 

Harpole, John, burnt 507 

E ■ Harris, William, burnt . 641 
- '• Harris, James, cruelly whipped 663 

Eagles, G. hanged and quartered 616 Hart> John, of Withiam 631 

Eagles', George, fitter, burnt 619 Hart, John, burnt 554 

Eaftland, Rainol, burnt 641 : Hai wood, Stephen, burnt 279 



Elizabeth, Lady, imprifoned, but 
miraculoufly preferved by the 
death of queen Mary 

Elizabeth, a blind maid, burnt. 

Evans, Mr. executed" 

Ewring, Helenc, butnc 



Fairfax, Thomas, cruelly fcourged 658 
Farrar, Bilhop, burnt l.n 
Fetty's, John, child cruelly whip- 
ped to death 
Final, Nicholas, burnt 
Final, Barbara, burnt 
Fifticock, John, burnt 
Floyd, John, burnt 

10Y 



j Thomas, bi 
lHawkes, Mr. Edward^deprivcd 556 
6 9 2 1 Hay, William, burnt 
5« 2 'Herri, John, burnt 
-^9 S I Hicks, John, executed 
Hide, Margaret, burnt 
Higbed, Thomas, burnt 
Hinftiaw, Thomas, beaten wit 
rods, by bifnop Bonner 64 
Hofman, Alexander, burnt 
Holden, Nicholas 
6 c6 I Holiday, John, burnt 
57 3 I Holland, Roger, burnt 
584 Holmes, Coi. executed 
584 I Horn, John, burnt 
641 I Horns, Joan, burnt 
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INDEX to the UtVES of the >IARTY&S in Part I. 
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hooper, Bifiiop, burnt 
Hopper, William, burnt 
Hudfon, Thomas, burnt 
Hudfon, Thomas, burnt 
JHuIIier, Mr. burnt 
Hunt, John, condemned, butefl 

caped by queen Mary's, death- 654 
Hut, Catherine, burnt 5 1 1 

Hunter, William, burnt 1 29 

Hurlr, Edmund, burnt 515 
J 

Jackfon, Ralph, burnt 515 
James, Duke of Monmouth, be- 



headed 
Jeffreys, Lord George 
Jervaife, Edward, hanged 
Johnfon, John 
Jpyne, Simfon, burnt 
Ivefon, Thomas, burnt 
Jurdain, Mr. Richard, deprived 
K 

Kempe, Stephen, burnt 
Kidd, Capt. executed 
King, George, fickened in prifon 
and died 315, 330 

King — ■ , burnt ' 579 

King,John,executedatEdinburgh79i 



794 
811 
810 



258 
SS6 



573 



Moris, James, burnt 5* 
Moltcy, Mr. Robert, deprived 
** t, William, burnt 

t, Alice, burnt 
Myles, Robert, burnt 
N . 

Newman, John, burnt 
Nichol, William, burnt 
Nicholls, Richard, burnt 
Noyes, John, burnt 
Northumberland, Duke of, be- 
headed 

O 

Ormes, Cicely, burnt 
Ofeward, John 
Ofmond, Thomas, burnt 
Ofwald, John, burnt 



806 
654 

628 

648 
438, 454 
293. 308 
256 
131 
264 
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631 
• 186 
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Kirk's cruelties 
Knight, Catherine, burnt 
Knight, Stephen, burnt 
Kurde, John, burn.t 
L 

Lane, Alexander, burnt 
Lafhford, Joan, burnt 
Latimer, Biihop, burnt 
Launder, John, burnt 
Ltoence, John, burnt 
Laurence, Henry, burnt 
Lawrence, Thomas, condemned, 

but reprieved through intereft 799 
Laverock, Hugh, burnt 510 
Lawfon, Robert, burnt 5 19 

Lawfon, Elizabeth, imprifoned 672 
Lea£ John, burnt 209 
Lewes, Joyce, burnt 619 
Leyes, T. fickened in prifoni and 

died •■■ 279 
Lifle, Lady Alicia, beheaded 787 
Lithall, Mr. Jiohn, perfecuted and 
imprifoned, but efcaped burn- 
ing . 664, 665 
Living, Mr. William, perfecuted 
and imprifoned, but efcaped 



Packingham, Patrick, burnt 
Palmer, Sir Thomas, beheaded 
Palmer, Julius, burnt 
Pardue, Nicholas, burnt 
Parke, Gregory, burnt 
Parnam, Laurence, burnt 
Parret, Mr. executed ■•• 
Pepper, Elizabeth, burnt 
Philpot, Mr. John, burnt 
Philpot,John,ofTenterden,burrit 
Pikes, William, burnt 
Plaife, Matthew, imprifoned 
Pond, Henry, burnt 
Poole, Edmund, burnt 
Potten, Agnes, burnt 
Polley, Margery, burnt 
Potkins, Alice, ftarved to deat 
Preft, Mrs. perfecuted 
Prawting, W. burnt 
Purcas, William, burnt 
Pygot, William, burnt 
Pygot, Robert, burnt 
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Snoth, Alice, burrit 
Sole, Joan, burnt 
Southam, Robert, bufrtt 
Spaniards, their perfection's 
Sparrow, William, burnt 
Speak, Charles, executed 
Spencer, John, burnt 
Speed, Jofeph, executed 
Spicer, John, burnt 
Spicer, Thomas, burnt 
Sprage, John, executed 
Sprague, — — , executed 
Spurdance, Thomas, burnt 
Spurge, Richard, burnt 
Spurge, Thomas, burnt 
Stere, William, burnt 
ilcy, Agnes, burnt 
Stephens, Thomas, burnt 
Stevens, George, burnt 
Streater, Robert, burnt 
Symibn, Cutbert, burnt 
Suffolk, Henry Duke of, beheaded"™ 
Suffolk, Catherine Duchcfs of, 
perfecuted, and miraculoufly 
preferved 68 0 
T 

Tankerfield, George, burnt 265, 267 
Taylor, Doctor, burnt no 
Taylor, Mr. William, deprived 556 
Tecka, Mr, Henry, deprived <r<6 
Temple, Dr. executed at Dor- 

chefter g 0o 
Thackvcll, Elizabeth, burnt . $ri 
Thirtell, Thomas, burnt 57-1 
Thurfton, John, died in prifon 614 
Thurfton, Margaret, burnt 614, 628 
Tomkins, Thomas, burnt 128 
Tree, Mrs: burnt 
Trunchfield, Joan, burnt 
Try,' Anne, perfecuted 
Tudfon, John, burnt 
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S ,o 
796 
492 
5'* 
796 
79* 
631 
493 
493 
264 
571 
573- 
588 

I** 
637 



burning 664 
Lomas, John, burnt 454 
Lofeby, Thomas, burnt ... 
Lowick, William, burnt 
Lufh, Richard, burnt 
Lyfter, Chriftopher, burnt , 
M 

-Mace, John, burnt 
Madden, Capt: executed 
Mainard, William, burnt 
Manning's, John, wife, burnt 582 
Marlh, George, burnt 149 
Maffacre in the kingdom of France 725 
Maffacre in the Valtoline 750 
Maundrell, John, burnt 4y2 
Mearing, Margaret, burnt 635,637 
Middleton, Humphry, burnt 250, 253 
Mills, Robert, burnt 645 
Mills, John '63 
Mills, Thomas, burnt 5 1 

. Miller, Simon, burnt 61 
Minge, William, died in prifon 240 
Moore, Thomas, burnt 551 
Morant, William, burnt 579 
Mons, Margery, bu rnt 5 8 8, 63 1 



Quakers perfecuted 
R 

Ramfey, Henry, banjt 
Ravenfdale, Thomas, burnt 
Ravenfdale, Thomas 
Read, Thomas, burnt 
Riearby, Matthew, burnt 
Ridley, Bifhop, burnt ' 
Robins, Samuel, murdered 

jers, Mr. burnt 
Roper, George, burnt 
Roth, Richard, burnt 
Rough, John 
Routh, John, burrit 
Roftf, Mr. Thomas, imprifoned 
Ruffel, Lord W. beheaded 



Tutty, James, burnt 
Tyms, Mr. William 
W 



55* 
494 
631 
453 
284- 

493 



Samuel, Mr. Robert, burnt 
Sands, Dr. perfecuted and impri- 
foned, but happily efcaped 
Saunders, Mr. burnt 
Schloffer, John, jjaot 
Seaman, William, burnt 
Searles, George, burnt 
Sele, Mr. AnfeJme, deprived 
Sharp, Edward, burnt 
Sharp, Richard, burnt. 
Simfon, John, burnt , c 167, 
Sheterden, Nicholas; burnt .' 
Sydney, Algernon, beheaded' 
Silverlide, Agnes, burnt . ' 
Slade, John, burnt 
Slavy, Mr. Richard, deprived 
Smith, Robert, burnt ,«Ci¥Fftx 
Snoth, Agries,burnr, ^ • ^ 
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382 
620, 627 
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515 
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768 

2 7 9 

688 
96 
750 
639 
515 
556 
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163, r6$ 
265 
438, 454 
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Wade, John, died in prifon 
Waid, Chriftopher, burnt 
Walcot, Capt. and comp. 
Warne, John, burnt 
W.arne, Elizabeth, burnt 
Warne, Joan, burnt 
Warner, John 
Wafte, Joan, burnt 
Watcrer, William, burnt 
Watts, Thomas, burnt 
Webb, John, burnt 
Went, John, burnt 
White, Rawlins, burnt 
White, Nicholas, burnt 
White, Richard, imprifoned and 

condemned, but efcaped burn- 

ing 

Whitehead,Mr.Thomas,deprived556 
Whittle, Mr. Thomas, burnt 439 
Whood, Mr. Thomas, burnt 5 1 5 
Wright, Stephen, burnt 645 
Wiltcs, John, whipped 641,646 
Williams, Robert, cruelly fcourged 663, 
Wilmot,Richard, cruelly fcourged 658. 
Wilfon, Mrs. burnt 584 
Wifeman, William, died in prifon 3.82 

Wifeman, , whipped' ' -8io. 

Wood, Thomafin, burnt 
Woodman, Richard, burnt 
Wolfey, William, burnt . . apt 
Wright, Richard, bu»ni -264 
Wyat, Sir Thomas, beheaded . .2-2 
Wye, Henry, burnt ■' .■■ 515 
Y 

Yeoman, Mr. Richard, burnt 646 
INDEX. 
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The LIVES, DEATHS, and SUFFERINGS, bf the PRIMITIVE MARTYRS, from the 
EARLIEST AGES of the WORLD. 



ABDON, put to death - 
Abel, murdered - » ■ 

Abraham, father, put to death - 
Afcepfimus and companions, tormented to i 
Agape, burnt - 
Agapctus, fcourged, &c. &c. 
Agtha, laid on live coals - 
Agnes, beheaded - 
Agricola, crucified - - 

Alban, beheaded - » 

Alexander, bifhop, imprifoned 
Alexander, crucified, &c. - 
Algerius, burnt - - 

AUoyfius, burnt - - 

Almericus, burnt 
Ananias, put to death 
Anaftaiia, burnt 
St. Andrew, apoflle, crucified 
Andrew, {toned 
Andronicus, flain 
Anteros, put to death 
Appollonia, burnt 
Apollonius, beheaded - - 

Ariftarchus, beheaded 
Archer, Sir Roger, hanged and burnt 
Artemius, beheaded - * 

Arias, tortured and burnt 
Ater, burnt - 
Athalas, miferably racked. -: 
B 

Babram, burnt 

Babylas, beheaded 

Badley, Thomas, burnt - 

Bagley, Thomas, burnt - - 

Banniftery John, burnt 

Barlaam, burnt 

St. Barnabas, put to death. 

St. Bartholomew, apoftle, crucified, &c. 

Barnes, Cuthbert,' burnt 

Bafilidcs, beheaded - 

Baynham, burnt — 

Bertner, Thomas, burnt - « 

Bernard, Thomas, burnt 

Biblias, put to death 

Bilney, Thomas, burnt 

Blandinia, tortured 
Bohorquia, jane, racked 
Boughton, Joan, burnt 
Bovcllus, burnt - 
Brewfter, James, burnt 
Brown, John, burnt 
Burton, Nicholas, burnt 
Buftia, perifhed and devoured 
Bytield, whipped, &c. 

, ■ - C 
Cacalla, his filter, and brother, burnt 
Calas, John, murdered 
Galepodius, drowned 
Califtus, deftroyed 

Cecilia, fcalded, &c. 

Celin, Robert, burnt - - 

Chepot, burnt 

Chionia, and comp. burnt 

Chriftophcr, burnt 

Claudius, burnt 

Clement, hanged 

Cobard, burnt 

Cpbham, Lord, burnt 

Collins, burnt - - 
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Coceiacis, Mafia, racked, &c. «• 
Conftantine, imprifoned, &Ci - 
Cornelius, beheaded 
Cowbridge, burnt - 
Crefcentia, put to death 
Cyprian, beheaded 
Cyril, burnt - - 

D 

Daniel, perfecuted - 
Denifa, beheaded 
Didymus, beheaded 
Dionyfia, fcourged, &c. 
Dionyfius, beheaded 
Diofcorus, b.urnt- 
Dorotheus, ftrangled 
Durant, blown up with gunpowder 
E 

Egidio, perfecuted 
Epimachus, tortured and burnt 
Epipodius, racked and beheaded 
Eraftus, tortured to death 
Eulalia, bujrnt - <- 

Eufebius, flain - - 

Euftratius, burnt 

F 

Fabian, beheaded - 
Fel'ician, beheaded - - 
Felicitas, perfecuted - 
Felicitatis and her feven children, beheaded. Sec. 
Felix, beheaded - - 
Ferdinando^ burnt - 
Fifher, burnt . 
Foreft, burnt 
Fox, John, his life 
Frith, John, burnt - 
Fru&uofus and comp. burnt 
G 

Galeacius, burnt 

Gamba, Francis, burnt - - - 
Garcino, cut into fmall pieces -4 
Gardener, William, wafted away 
Gamier, flead alive and quartered 
Garnet, Thomas, burnt - - 
St. George, beheaded • - - 

Germanicus, devoured by wild beads 
Giles, ftabbed, &c. - - 
Gonet, burnt -. -. 
Gonfalvo, ftranglcd - - 

Gordius, burnt - 
Granter, Thomas, burnt 
Gros, cut into fmall pieces 
H 

Harding, burnt - 

Hermes, burnt - 

Heron, burnt - - 

Hippolitus, dragged by a wild horfe 

Hormifdas, banifhed, &c. 

Hunn, Richard, murdered - 

Hufs, John, burnt 

Huflbn, tortured and burnt^ 

Sti James the Gr_eat, apoftle, beheaded 
St. James the Lefs, apoftle, ftoned 
Jerome of Prague, burnt 
Jerome, William, burnt 

Ilvedon, Richard, burnt - ? 

St. John, apoflle, condemned, &c. 

jofeph, perfecuted . 

Irene, expofed and burnt 

Ireneus, belSeaded - - 
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889 
940 
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950 
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lrifh maflacre 

Ifchirian, run through with a pike 

Ifidorus, burnt 

Sc. Jude, apoule, crucified 

Julian, -thrown, into the fea,.&c. . 

Juliano/ burnt - • — - '-• • 

Julitta, drowned, &c. 
Julias,, flain 
Juftin, beheaded 

• • k . 

Kennedy ,~burnt ™ - 
Kjrtjy, burnt - •—.-'•> 
Knox, John, perlecutcd ^ - 

Laurentius, broiled on a flow fire 

Letton, William, burnt 

Leon, "tortured and burnt " •- - 

Leonidas, beheaded 

Lnhgow," William, tortured - - 

Lollards, perfecuted 

Lofada, burnt - '" - 

Lot; perfecuted - - ' •' 

Lucian," burnt - 

Lucius, l5cheaded " - 

St. Luke, evangelift, hanged 

M ■ 

Macar, burnt . - - 
Maccabeus, fried on a flow fire. 
Magdak-n, Vaviflied and murdered 
Marciari, burnt 
Mann, Thomas, burnt 
Mareella, burnt " - " - 
Marcell'inus, hanged 
Maicellus, tortured, &c. ~ - 
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Maria Daniel and family, murdered _ 917 

Marnius, beheaded - ~- - 837 

St. Mark, evangelift, burnt, &c. - 824 

Martha Confiantine, ravilhed and murdered - 916 

Martin, Ifaac, tortured - -. 89©' 

Martina, beheaded - - - 8j2 ; 

St. Matthew, apoftle and evangelift, flain - 824 

St. Matthias, apoftle, beheaded - - . - 824' 

Mauritius and comp. put to death -• -' 838 

Maxima, Donatilla, and Secunda, beheaded, &c. 837 

Maximianus and comp. put to death - 835 

Maximilian, beheaded " - - . . 840 

Menas, beheaded ~ - " ' . ~ - . ' . — ''" - 849 
Metus, (toned to death " . V ; -■ ' 

Met rodorus"; burnt ~ : - ■ ' - ■> ' 828 
Mechelino, hung, &c. '■ - > -. . .' 9*6 

Modeftus " - -- - 841 

Mblinos/perfecuted - _ , - j' 923 

Mbllius.JorTh, hanged and burnt _ ; . • ; 913 

- NicomacKus, tortured - - '.; ' 8 33 

^icomedes, feourged to death - 827 

Nbah, perfecuted by his ion - 821 

'Noiris, Thomas, burnt - « ■ - . 940 
O 

Origeh, perfecuted - - - 835 

Orobio, tortured - - - 899 

Oudri, ftabbed - - - - 917 
P 

Pammachius; wife and children.beheaded 83; 

St. Paul, apoftle, beheaded r - 825 

Paul, floncd - . - - 8 33 

Peke, Nrburrfei/. . - - - 941 

Pclanchion, Itemed, &c. - - - 916 

v Peregrinus, flain" - - - 831 

Pcrpetua, put to death . - - 831 

'•St, peter; apottle, crucified - - 824 
••PeVr, put to death - - 833,839 

' St. Philip - ; apoftle, crucified - 824 

'■Phocas, fcalded to death - - 827 
'-Pilot, Margaret, cut to piece's 
'• Polycarp, burnt 
>: Pontianus, flain 
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Pontic, burnt 

Pontius, hailf burnt and beheaded 
Potamiena, burnt - - 
Potentianus, flain '- 
Primus, feourged and beheaded 
Prilcus and coirip. . devoured by Tigers ' 
Probus, tortured, and flain 
Protafius and Gervafius, put to death 
Protus, put to death 

Q_ 

linta, ftoned to death 
jihtin, tortured - - 
Quirinus, drowned - 
Quiritus, tortured, &c. - 
R 

Raftignoli des Vignes, Sarah, ripped open 
Rcfpicius, beheaded . — .' 
Revocatus-, deftroyed by wild beafts 
Ricetti, drowned 

Rogers, murdered - - - 

Romanes.-Francis, burnt 
Rorhanus, beheaded - . . 

Roftagnal, cut to pieces . - . 
Rufina and-Secunda, beheaded- - 
RuiFel, burnt - - - 

S - 

Sabinus, fcoerged to death -i - 

Sanftus, beheaded- 
Santree, William, burnt - 
Saturnius, beheaded 
Saturninus, ftarved to death 
Sebaftian, put to death - 
Secundianus,- beheaded - 
Sextus, beheaded - - 
Silks, burnt - 

Simeou and comp. perfecuted - 
St. Simon, apoftle, crucified 
Simbnds, throw.n down a precipice 
Simplicius, beheaded - 
Speratus, beheaded - . - 

Spinola, drowned - - 

St. Stephen - 
Stephen, beheaded 
Stitrncen, John, burnt 
Suckling, William, burnt - 
Symphorofa, and her feven children, put 
T 

Tarachus and comp. tortured, &c. 
Tewkefbury, John, .burnt 
Theodora, beheaded - - . . 
Theodorus-and comp. burnt 
Theodulus, -beheaded - - — 
St. Thomas, -apoftle, thruff through v 
Thorpe, -William, put to death 
Tibertius, beheaded- — 
Tilfery, William, burnt 
Timothy,- beat to death 
Trophinuis, beheaded 
Trypho, tortured and-beheaded 
Turning, Richard, burnt 

" - V . 

Valerian, beheaded 
Verianus, hanged, &c. - 
Venus Agathus, put to death 
Victor, put to death 
Vidlorius and-comp. feourged to death 
Vincent, broiled and tormented 
Vincentius, flain:. . - 

Vitalis, tortured 
Vitus, put to death 
Urban, -beheaded — 
Urbahus, burnt 
Ufthazates, beheaded 

W. 

Wade, -John, burnt 
.. Waldenfes, perfecuted 
White, -Milburn, burnt ~ 
Wick, -burnt - 
WicklifFe, John, his followers^, burnt 
Wilbart, George, llrangled and burnt 
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